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UNITED—Leaders from five SBC mission agencies symbolize their cooperation after a 
planning meeting. From left are William Tanner, Home Mission Board; Glendon McCul
lough, Brotherhood Commission; Carolyn Weatherford, Woman’s Missionary Union; Grady 
Cothen, Sunday School Board; and Baker J. Cauthen, Foreign Mission Board.

Five SBC mission agencies 

approve strategy, worker

NASHVILLE — A comprehensive mis
sions education strategy for Southern Bap
tists began taking form here with representa-

Belmont College reports 
new enrollment record

Belmont College, beginning its 27th year 
of operation, has already registered 1,240 
students. This is the first time in the history 
of the college for the enrollment to go 
beyond 1,200, according to Ronald Under
wood, director of admissions.

“This is an increase of 7.4% over last 
year, and the increase is well distributed 
throughout the four years and the various 
major areas” he added.

The college was begun in 1951 with 
an enrollment of 136. The former Ward- 
Belmont was purchased by the Tennessee 
Baptist Convention in 1951.

Belmont offers majors in 40 areas with 
the school of business having the most 
majors. Other fields which have grown 
rapidly the last few years are music, be
havioral sciences, and Religion as well as all 
of the liberal arts areas.

tives of five agencies working out details 
on a series of approaches and developing an 
administrative plan.

Carolyn Weatherford of Birmingham, ex
ecutive director of Woman’s Missionary 
Union, was elected chairperson of the exec
utive group of the newly formed Missions 
Education Council, which includes Glendon 
McCullough of Memphis, executive director 
of the Brotherhood Commission; Grady 
Cothen of Nashville, president of the Sun
day School Board; William Tanner of At
lanta, executive director of the Home Mis
sion Board; and Baker James Cauthen of 
Richmond, executive director of the Foreign 
Mission Board.

The planners also agreed to employ a 
staff assistant to lead in designing and 
launching cooperative projects of the Mis
sions Education Council.

Named to the position was Miss Kath
arine Bryan, former director of Baptist 
Women for the Texas Baptist Woman’s 
Missionary Union, who is currently enrolled 
in a doctoral program. Tenure is for one 
year and is renewable for an additional 
year.

(Continued on page 12)

Union adds seven 
to college faculty

Seven new instructors have joined the 
Union University faculty, according to col
lege president Robert E. Craig.

James Baggett, assistant professor in the 
department of history/political science, has 
received degrees from Texas Wesleyan and 
North Texas State University, in addition to 
Vanderbilt University.

Paula Curlin, instructor in the department 
of education, is a native Jacksonian and a 
graduate of Union University. She has also 
attended Memphis State University where 
she is a candidate for the doctorate in 
education degree.

Regina Saffel, instructor in the college’s 
independent department of nursing, received 
her bachelor of science in nursing from 
Alderson-Broadus College and has served 
as a registered nurse.

Harold Simmons, biology instructor, is a 
graduate of Birmingham Southern Univer
sity and Texas Tech University.

Thomas Smothers, professor in the de
partment of religion, is a Union University 
graduate and has additional degrees from 
Southern Baptist Theological Seminary. He 
has four years of graduate study at Hebrew 
Union College and served as a graduate 
fellow and instructor at the seminary.

Denise Stevenson, instructor in the de
partment of English, will serve as the col
lege’s speech and theatre instructor. Steven
son has two degrees from Oklahoma State 
University.

Jerry Ingram, who will serve as assistant 
professor in the department of business 
administration/economics, will come to 
Union University in January 1978. He 
has received degrees from Mississippi State 
University, Murray State University, and is 
a Ph.D. candidate at the University of South 
Carolina.

Meigs County native elected 
to lead Polk County Church

Floyd Boggess was called as pastor of 
Cookson Creek Church, Polk County Asso
ciation. He began his service on the new 
field last month.

His last pastorate was the Eastview 
Church, Bradley County Association, where 
he served for seven years.

A native of Meigs County, Tenn., he 
grew up in McMinn County.



President's sister says churches 
must minister to whole person

By Jennifer Bryon

NASHVILLE—The organized church is 
beginning to open up and understand the 
healing of the whole person, says Ruth 
Carter Stapleton.

“So many churches’ theology has been 
based on hell-fire do’s and don’t’s that they 
overlook love,” Mrs. Stapleton, a minister 
(not ordained) and sister of the President of 
the United States, declared here. “Jesus’ 
ministry was based on love,” continued Mrs. 
Stapleton, who came to Nashville to pro
mote her latest book, The Experience of 
Inner Healing. “So many churches don’t give 
people the cushion of love so they can show 
their negative side. In church, we hide our 
true feelings.”

Mrs. Stapleton, a Southern Baptist from 
Fayetteville, N.C., bases her ministry of 
healing on ridding the person of negative 
feelings, many of which are formed in early 
childhood.

“Until the deep hurts of life are healed,” 
she explained, “we can only try—try to be 
loving, try to be patient.”

Inner healing, she said, involves a proc
ess of emotional reconstruction, experienced 
under the guidance of the Holy Spirit. “In
ner healing differs from faith healing in 
several ways,” she explained. “In faith heal
ing, the Divine Power flows through the 
person, usually causing an instantaneous 
change.”

“Inner healing deals with the emotions 
and tries to instill an attitude of forgiveness 
for early wrongs. It’s a slow, evolving 
process. The basic healing process is to 
communicate unconditional love to that per
son.”

Mrs. Stapleton frequently visits the White 
House because the First Lady, Rosalyn 
Carter, is her best friend, and she makes a 
point to change planes in Washington when 
traveling so they can spend time together.

“I think I’m about in control now of 
being Jimmy’s sister. No one knows how 
hard it was for me,” said Mrs. Stapleton. 
She says she suddenly had to start being 
aware of what she said and how she said it 
because she was no longer just a minister, 
she was the President’s sister. People began 
attending her conferences around the coun
try, not to get help from her but to see the 
President’s sister.

Mrs. Stapleton says, contrary to many 
reports, that she wasn’t the one who led her 
brother through his spiritual recommitment 
several years ago after he lost the Georgia 
governor’s race. The two had a conversa
tion about the change in her life but it was 
only one thing in his process of recommit
ment.

She said she hasn’t explored all her

MRS. RUTH CARTER STAPLETON 
Sees need for inner healing

brother’s beliefs and isn’t aware of all of 
them. “I haven’t really talked with Jim 
about it in a long time,” she said.

Mrs. Stapleton’s first book, The Gift of 
Inner Healing, sold 50,000 copies before her 
brother became thT Democratic nominee 
for President. That book and her new one 
now have a combined sales of 250,000. (BP)

Church honors former deacon
The Hickory Valley Church, Hickory Val

ley, Hardeman County Association, pre
sented a memorial gift of $2,088 to the 
Tennessee Baptist Children’s Homes re
cently, according to E. B. Bowen, executive 
director-treasurer of the homes. The gift 
was in memory of John Robert Powell, who 
was an active member of the church from 
1910 until his death in April 1977.

Bowen cited the church for the gift, 
noting that its resident membership is slight
ly over 100 persons.

According to pastor Marvin T. Robert
son, Powell expressed continued interest in 
the work of the TBCH. He had served as a 
deacon since 1942 and was instrumental in 
leading the church through the depression 
of the 1930s, Robertson stated.

New cassette announced 
for church musicians

NASHVILLE—“The Cassette Musician,” 
a new 60-minute tape for church musicians 
featuring current commentaries, music pre
views, and helpful instructions, will be avail
able during the October-December 1977 
quarter.

The first issue of “The Cassette Musi
cian” will feature Charles Hirt, University 
of Southern California, discussing music as 
ministry and Carlton Young, Searritt Col
lege, dealing with the state of church music 
today.

Current commentaries will be by ex
perienced church musicians and educators 
dealing with trends, philosophies and per
sonal experiences.

Instructional portions of the tape will 
cover choral skills, vocal production, and 
instrumental performance for professional 
enrichment.

Also included will be inspirational sec
tions for spiritual enrichment, discussion of 
the facets of an ongoing church music 
program in the local church and a study of 
the relationship of the church music pro
gram to other church activities.

R. B. Easterling Jr., church music depart
ment of the Southern Baptist Sunday School 
Board, is editing “The Cassette Musician,” 
which will be issued quarterly. The tape 
may be ordered on the church literature 
order form.

Cumberland Gap messengers 
elect Moore as new moderator

Casper Moore, pastor, Pump Springs 
Church, Harrogate, was elected moderator 
of Cumberland Gap Association at its recent 
annual meeting. He succeeds Johnny Niday, 
Midway Church, in the post.

Other officers elected to serve with Moore 
were vice moderator Lawrence Powell, a 
member of Underwood Grove Church; trea
surer Lawrence Fultz, pastor, Oak Grove 
Church; and clerk Mrs. White Buis, a 
member of Cedar Grove.

Messengers voted to hold their 1978 meet
ing Aug. 15-16 at Cedar Grove Church. 
William D. Hazlewood is director of mis
sions in the association.
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Church research project reduces 
surprises for seminary graduates

LOUISVILLE—What do Southern Bap
tist churches expect of young persons enter
ing full-time ministry?

“Readiness for Ministry,” a project spon
sored by the Association of Theological 
Schools in the United States and Canada 
with a grant of over $1 million, has found 
not one, but many answers.

Last year Southern Baptist Theological 
Seminary here was the only Southern Bap
tist seminary to participate with 40 other 
seminaries across 47 denominations in this 
project. Other Southern Baptist seminaries 
are planning to participate, and Southern

Brotherhood officers 
to meet this month

The semi-annual state and associational 
Brotherhood officers meeting will be held 
in Brentwood, Sept. 23-24, according to 
Archie King, state Brotherhood director.

Approximately 150 state Brotherhood 
leaders, church and associational Brother
hood officers, pastors, and directors of mis
sions are expected to attend, King stated. 
The men will meet at the Executive Board 
building, with registration beginning at 6 
p.m. Friday.

Cornell Goemer, retired from the Foreign 
Mission Board, will deliver two messages to 
the group. He will speak on the “Theology 
of Missions and Evangelism” during the first 
session and “Our Spiritual Horizons” at the 
closing meeting. Goemer is former area 
secretary for work in Africa, Europe, and 
the Near East. He was also on the faculty 
at Southern Baptist Theological Seminary.

Conferences will be offered for regional 
and experienced Royal Ambassador leader
ship; crusaders leadership; pioneers leader- 

' ship; Baptist men; associational Brotherhood 
officers; lay led revivals, mission leaders; 
and lay renewal.

Conference leaders scheduled include: 
Matt Nevels, director of education and 
promotion, Hamilton County Association; 
Nick Deskins, Kingsport; Hobart Shelley, 
Hamilton County Association; Leonard 
Brannan, Hamilton County Association; 
Olden Meek, Nashville; and Jim Hatley, 
Memphis, Brotherhood Commission.

The business session will be held at 11:50 
a.m., Saturday, at which time officers will 
be elected and installed.

Devotionals will be given by Tom Mad
den, director, convention ministries division, 
and Ralph Norton, executive secretary
treasurer, TBC. Morris Frank, state Brother- 

I hood president, will be in charge of the 
sessions.
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seminary has expanded its own participation 
to include more students.

The project found that the most impor
tant expectations Southern Baptists have 
for young ministers are service without 
regard for acclaim, commitment to Christ, 
Christian example, a healthy spirituality, 
acknowledgment of one’s own humanity, 
and openness to advice.

Last year, the project evaluated 87 stu
dents at Southern seminary on these and 
other characteristics (64 in all) through 
observations of church members, a personal 
interview, and written responses to posed 
situations.

The project discloses that not all char
acteristics important to Southern Baptists 
are important to other denominations. For 
example, 67.3 percent of Southern Baptists 
said it was highly important for their min
ister to visit the unchurched. However, only 
31 percent of all the other denominations 
said this was highly important.

“We are seeking to introduce the student 
to the strengths and weaknesses of his own 
style of ministry,” said Harold Songer, who 
directs the basic studies degree program for 
ministers at Southern.

He pointed out Baptists place a higher 
value on the kind of person someone in 
ministry is than on any special skill (such 
as counseling).

“We do not necessarily want students to 
do everything a church expects,” he empha
sized, adding, “but we want him to know 
when something he does will be met with 
disapproval.

“The real goal and value of this program 
is to reduce the number of surprises of a 
beginning minister.” (BP)

Officers of Dixie Hills Church, Bolivar, led in note burning ceremonies, marking the 
final payment on the church debt last month. Left to right are: Wilson Murcherson, 
Curtis Wilson, James Ingle, Ewell McKinnie, Clifford Kirk, Mrs. Reed Adams, and 
Thomas Vandiver. The building was dedicated in 1963. Orville McMahan is pastor.

Record numbers attend 
annual Student Weeks

RIDGECREST, N.C.—More than 250 
college students volunteered to give two 
years of their lives to volunteer mission 
service during the final evening session of 
the largest Student Conference held at 
Ridgecrest Baptist Conference Center in 13 
years.

The students responded to a call for the 
young people to become involved in the 
Mission Service Corps. The new program, 
being developed by the Southern Baptist 
Convention, will allow lay people to spend 
up to two years of their lives in a volunteer 
mission corp either overseas or in the United 
States. The corp will be designed to beef up 
already existing SBC short-term missionary 
efforts.

Impetus for the eventual formation of 
the corps grew out of a meeting June 7 in 
the White House between President Jimmy 
Carter, a Southern Baptist layman, and 
various SBC agency leaders. Carter urged 
his denomination to strengthen the short
term volunteer missionary phase of its Bold 
Mission strategy, a plan to proclaim the 
message of Christ to the entire world by 
the close of the century.

Messengers to the June SBC meeting in 
Kansas City, Mo., approved the concept of 
the plan.

Final registration figures for Student 
Week, Aug. 20-26, showed that 1,422 stu
dents and student workers attended the 
week-long conference, which was sponsored 
by the National Student Ministries of the 
SBC Sunday School Board.

Combined with the more than 3,000 
students who registered the previous week at 
the Student Conference at Glorieta (N.M.) 
Baptist Conference Center, the total number 
of students represents the largest group to 
attend Student Weeks since the conferences 
were begun at Ridgecrest in 1926.
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Maddox issues four-point challenge 
to students at first convocation

JEFFERSON CITY—“I must tell you 
that this convocation today, as I officially 
begin the first academic year of my tenure 
as president, is more than exciting for me,” 
stated Carson-Newman’s new president, J. 
Cordell Maddox. He delivered C-N’s fall 
convocation address at First Church.

It was his first official address to the entire 
Carson-Newman community.

“I am thrilled to be here—but keenly 
aware of the tremendous responsibility that 
rests on my shoulders,” Maddox added. 
“The first thing I would like to do is ask 
for your support and prayers as we begin 
this year. Carson-Newman is a great school! 
It has a glorious history and heritage, a 
challenging present, and a future filled with 
promise. If we work together, this year 
can be one of the greatest years in the 
history of this institution.”

The LaGrange, Ga., native came to 
Carson-Newman from Anderson (S.C.) Col
lege where he was president. Prior to his 
appointment at Anderson, Maddox served 
Furman University in several administrative 
capacities.

During his convocation address Maddox 
challenged Carson-Newman students to do
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four things. He pointed out that if the points 
of his challenge were accepted the year 
would be happy, successful and rewarding.

“First, let me challenge you to study as 
you have never studied before!” In turn the 
president pledged the best efforts of the C-N 
faculty and staff to aid the students as they 
pursue their education. “The faculty of 
Carson-Newman College will do everything 
within their power to assist you academi
cally, but they are not going to give you 
anything,” he emphasized. “You will not be 
given an A—you have to earn it. Neither 
will you be given an F—you have to earn 
that too.”

Looking to the 21st century Maddox 
pointed out, “I am convinced that the 
leaders of our world in this new century are 
not going to be people who are uneducated, 
but rather people who have developed their 
minds and learned to think for themselves.”

In the second point of his challenge the 
new president said, “Let me challenge you 
to be a Christian gentleman or a Christian 
lady in everything that you do this year. 
What a terrific year we can have—what a 
tremendous campus life we will have if we 
will ‘Do unto others as we want others to do 
to us! I am convinced that Christians ought 
to act like Christians!”

The third point of the challenge was “to 
use every opportunity you have to serve 
your fellow students. The secret of happi
ness is service,” Maddox stated.

“Finally, let me challenge you to deepen 
your spiritual life and be drawn closer to 
Christ during this year. I believe one of the 
reasons we get in trouble as individuals is 
because we drift away from a close rela
tionship with our Lord.” Maddox concluded, 
“Worship strengthens our faith and draws 
us closer to God.”

Clear Creek School to offer 
degree for four-year study

PINEVILLE, Ky.—The Clear Creek Bap
tist School recently began a new fall term 
with the addition of a new professor, the 
beginning of a fourth-year degree program, 
and the opening of a campus health clinic.

Jackson R. Robertson will have the dual 
responsibility of directing the school’s radio 
ministry and teaching classes for fourth-year 
students. A native of Alabama, Robertson 
was formerly employed at a radio station in 
Louisville, Ky., but he came to Clear Creek 
from the Pike Road Baptist Church, Mont
gomery, Ala., where he was a pastor.

Clear Creek begins a fourth-year program 
this fall which will lead to a baccalaureate 
degree for those who successfully complete 
the requirements.

SBTS conference looks 
at theology of blacks

LOUISVILLE—“Baptist Perspectives in 
Black Theological Education” is the theme 
of the second annual Black Student Confer
ence at Southern Baptist Theological Semi
nary here, scheduled for Oct. 13-15.

The purpose of the conference, according 
to coordinator Branson B. Isley, is “to 
expose these students to several types of 
in-depth discussion and inspiration about 
options for Christian ministry in today’s 
world.”

Conference leaders include Emmanuel 
McCall and Edward Wheeler, both of the 
Southern Baptist Department of Cooperative 
Ministries with National Baptists, and Ben 
Baker, pastor of Main Street Baptist Church, 
Lexington, Ky.

The deadline for notifying the seminary of 
intention to attend the conference is Oct. 1.

Howard Davis begins retirement, 
led 10 churches, three missions

Howard Davis, pastor of Cherry Mound 
Church in White House for the past seven 
years, and a pastor in Tennessee for 47 
years, retired from the active ministry re
cently. Residing in White House, he told 
Baptist and Reflector that he plans to 
remain available for supply work.

He served the Cherry Mound Church 
since its beginning as a mission. He also 
served 10 other churches and two other 
missions in Concord, Bledsoe, and Nashville 
Associations.

A native of Tennessee, he was bom and 
raised in Lebanon. He attended Cumberland 
University in that city and Watkins Institute 
in Nashville.

Mrs. Cockrum dies in Knoxville
Mae Coile Cockrum, a Sunday School 

teacher in east Tennessee for over 60 years, 
died last month in Knoxville. She was 86.

Former president of the Knox County 
Woman’s Missionary Union, she and her 
late husband, D. G. Cockrum, had given the 
land on which Wallace Memorial Church 
was constructed. She was a member of 
Arlington Church at one time, was a charter 
member of Wallace Memorial, and was a 
charter member of Fifth Avenue Church.

Funeral services were held from Wallace 
Memorial with burial in Greenwood Ceme
tery.

Vickers begins first pastorate 
at church in Union Association

Pleasant Hill Church, Union Association, 
called Bob Vickers as pastor. He is sched
uled to begin his work there this month.

Vickers will be ordained to the gospel 
ministry this month at Burt Church in Salem 
Association. A native of Tennessee, the 
Pleasant Hill Church will be his first pas
torate.

Page 4 Baptist and Reflector



Our People and Our Churches . . .
PEOPLE...

C. Y. Stewart, retired director of studies 
at Harrison-Chilhowee Academy, was ac
corded special honors at the academy’s 
board of trustees meeting recently. Trustee 
chairman John Buell recognized Stewart’s 
40 years of service and awarded him the 
title of principal emeritus.

Park Avenue Church, Nashville, has 
scheduled an ordination service for Ken 
Polk later this month. Polk, a former mem
ber of the church, is attending seminary in 
Memphis. Bob Mowrey is pastor.

Park City Church, William Carey Asso
ciation, ordained Joe Smith, Lyndon Stone, 
and Charles Hammons as deacons. Kelly 
Carter is pastor.

Sunday School retreats 
set for Baptist camps

Two retreats for Sunday School depart
ment officers and teachers will be held at the 
two Tennessee Baptist camps, according to 
Wendell Price, state Sunday School director.

The retreats will be at Camp Carson, 
Sept. 30-Oct. 1, and at Camp Linden, Oct. 
7-8.

Each retreat will feature four age-group 
conference: preschool, led by Mrs. Don 
Baggett; children, led by Ray Evette; youth, 
led by Lyn Brasfield; and adult, led by 
Mrs. Wendell Price.

The sessions will begin at 6:00 p.m. on 
Friday and continue through lunch on Sat
urday. The cost will be $8 and reservations 
need to be made immediately, Price said.

Emphases will be on how to create 
excitement in Bible learning, to evaluate 
Bible teaching, to enlist workers, to build 
weekly workers’ meetings, and to involve 
members in Bible study.

Reliance Baptists name Hooker
'Fairview Church, Reliance, called D. A. 

Hooker as pastor. He comes to the new post 
from the pastorate of Four Point Church 
in Bradley County Association, where he 
served three years.

He also served as pastor at Mountain 
Springs, Shaggy Springs, and Cookson Creek 
in Polk County. A native of Georgia, he 
grew up in Polk County, Tenn.

Porter's Creek calls Sam Howell
Sam Howell resigned as pastor of Poca

hontas Church, Hardeman County Associa
tion, to accept the call as pastor of Porter’s 
Creek Church in the same association.

He served as pastor at Pocahontas for 12 
years, according to director of missions 
Fulton Robertson.

Candies Creek Church, Bradley County 
Association, ordained Byron Ball to the 
gospel ministry. He is attending Southern 
Baptist Theological Seminary this fall.

Fiftieth wedding anniversary observances 
were held for Mr. and Mrs. John William 
McConnell at Judson Church, Nashville, 
this month. Raymond Langlois is pastor at 
Judson.

Luray Church, Beech River Association, 
held ordination services for Harold Wilkins 
recently. The new deacon’s pastor is Richard 
Hancock.

Chattanooga native, Raymond L. Shan
non, was called as pastor of New Providence 
Church in Paul, Ala. He is a student at 
Baptist Bible Institute, Graceville, Fla.

Deacon ordination services were held 
at Lewisburg First Church with Woodson 
Carter, John Marks Lambert, and Harold 
Young being ordained. David Carter, Hunts
ville, Ala., gave the charge to the deacons, 
and Joe McGehee, pastor, brought the ordi
nation message.

Herman Jacobs observed his 20th anni
versary as pastor of Crievewood Church, 
Nashville, recently.

Don Startup and David Briley were li
censed to the music ministry by Lincoya 
Church, Nashville. David Moore is pastor. 
Startup is a student at Belmont College, and 
Briley, a graduate of Samford University, 
Birmingham, Ala., is attending Southern 
Baptist Theological Seminary.

CHURCHES...
Broadway Church, Knoxville, observed 

Founders’ Day ceremonies on the occasion 
of the church’s 96th anniversary. Greetings 
were read from former pastors Ramsey 
Pollard and Lewis Rhodes. Marion Barnett 
is pastor at Broadway.

Construction has begun on an addition 
to Feathers Chapel, Fayette Association. 
The addition will include expansion of the 
sanctuary and new Sunday School space.

Hickory Withe First Church purchased 
six acres adjoining church property. Plans 
call for additional building on that space 
in the future.

Florence Church, Concord Association, 
voted to build educational space. Jackie 
Carver is pastor.

Additional educational facilities are being 
erected at Barfield Church, Murfreesboro. 
The church has also undertaken the re
modeling of the auditorium. W. F. Oakley 
is pastor.

LEADERSHIP...
Greene Hills Church, Greeneville, called 

Eddie Creech as music director. Creech is a 
native of Georgia and a senior at Carson- 
Newman College. Leroy Ervin is pastor.

Ted Harris resigned as minister of music 
at Westwood Church, Nashville. James M. 
Gregg is pastor.

Ewell F. McKinnie resigned as pastor of 
Hebron Church, Middleton. He served 
there for three-and-one-half years.

W. W. Clark, interim pastor at Whiteville 
Church, Whiteville, resigned recently.

Dudley Nichols resigned as pastor of Pine 
Ridge Church, Polk County Association.

The pastor of Welcome Valley Church 
in Benton, Hoyt Day, resigned. He has 
served the church since 1973.

David Lay resigned as pastor of Shiloh 
Church, Ocoee. He is serving under the 
Home Mission Board of the Southern Bap
tist Convention in Coming, N.Y.

Harry Nichols is serving as interim pastor 
at Christiana Church, Concord Association.

Raymond Hooker, minister of music at 
Big Spring’s Church, Bradley County Asso
ciation, resigned, effective the end of this 
month.

Steve Whitman was called as youth direc
tor at Third Church, Nashville.

Riverside Church, Nashville, called Den
nis Basden as minister of music.

Trilingual crusade results 
in 500 decisions for Christ

PEDRO JUAN CABALLERO, Paraguay 
—Five hundred decisions for Christ were 
recorded here during a week-long trilingual 
crusade supported by Paraguayan and Bra
zilian Baptists and others in this small town 
on the Paraguayan and Brazilian borders.

The crusade, led by Jose Missena, a Bap
tist pastor, was conducted in Spanish, Portu
guese, and Guarani, and accented by solos in 
Portuguese by Brazilian Baptist singer Luis 
de Carvalho.

Southern Baptist missioary physician Dr. 
Tom Kent, director of the mobile clinic of 
Baptist Hospital in Asuncion, also gave 
medical consultations in the local parsonage, 
according to Mrs. Tom Kent, Southern Bap
tist missioary press representative for Para
guay. (BP)
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The great confession
By Herschel H. Hobbs

HISTORICALLY

FROM THE FILES
"Thou art the Christ, the Son of the 

living God.”—Matthew 16:16

It was near Caesarea Philippi about six 
months before Jesus’ death. In a series of 
withdrawals from Galilee since Passover 
in the spring Jesus had spent much .time 
teaching the Twelve. Now examination 
time had come. He asked them as to what 
men thought of Him. They replied that 
variously they regarded Him as John the 
Baptist, Elijah, Jeremiah, or one of the 
other prophets. Then literally He asked, 
“But ye, whom say ye that I am?” The first 
“ye” is first in the sentence, and so is 
emphatic, setting them apart from other 
people.

Peter replied for the group. Literally, 
“You are the Christ, the Son of the God 
the living.” “You” also is emphatic. “You” 
as separate from all others. “You alone are 
the Christ, the Son of the living God.” 
Jesus commended him for his answer. He 
had not received this concept from the 
popular idea of men, but as a revelation or 
unveiling from God.

“Christ” (Christos) is the Greek equiva
lent of the Hebrew “Messiah.” It means 
“the anointed one.” God’s Son is anointed 
to be both Savior and Lord. In Jesus’ day 
the Jews had come to regard it as a political- 
military role (John 6:15). Such involved 
leading them to overthrow the Romans, set 
up His kingdom, and with Him the Jews 
would rule the world. For this reason Jesus 
never used the title in reference to Himself 
in public discourse. Privately He admitted 
His identity to the woman of Samaria (John 
4:26). Under oath He admitted it before the

CHURCH FURNITURE 
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COMPANY 

Route No. 1, Box 405 
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Also we upholster old pews.

Sanhedrin (Matt. 26:63-64). To have made 
public claim to this role, due to the people’s 
false concept, would have precipitated a 
revolution and would have aborted His 
spiritual mission. For this reason He told 
His disciples not to tell any man that He 
was the Christ (Matt. 16:20). Until they 
learned the true mission of Jesus they were 
not ready to proclaim this message.

However, they had made progress toward 
the goal. They had gone beyond human 
opinion to divine revelation. After Jesus’ 
death, resurrection, ascension, and the com
ing of the Holy Spirit in power at Pentecost, 
they will understand fully and proclaim 
Jesus as the Christ, God’s Son and men’s 
Savior. God reveals His will to hearts open 
to receive it. But the tremendous question 
ever confronts us. “Whom say ye that I 
am?” What answer do you give to this 
question?

Missionaries take part 
in new 'invitational'

TAEJON, Korea—Eleven Southern Bap
tist missionaries were here recently for an 
“invitational meet”—not golf or tennis, but 
evangelism.

The crusade was called an Invitational 
Crusade because it was held at the special 
invitation of a local church.

The pastor had been training laypersons 
for three months prior to the crusade and 
had a list of 200 prospects, according to 
Southern Baptist missionary Rolla M. Brad
ley. The prospect^ had already been con
tacted and agreed to allow a missionary and 
a Korean layperson to explain Christianity 
to them.

During the three-day crusade, the mis
sionaries and laypersons made the visits, 
resulting in 11 persons accepting Christ. 
The new additions increased the church’s 
membership by 20 percent.

The approach of inviting several mis
sionaries to one Koreon Baptist church for 
several days of concerted evangelistic visita
tion is in its third year. So far this year, six 
to eight churches have participated. (BP)

CHDRCH FORHITBRE 
by LINDSEY

DIRECT FROM THE 
FACTORY—PEWS, PULPIT 
TABLES, CHAIRS, FIBRE- 
GLASS BAPTISTRIES AND 
CLASSROOM EQUIPMENT

PHONE 615-762-2249 
BOX 429

IAWRENCDUMI, HNN. 1MM

50) YEARS AGO
Baptist and Reflector mentioned 

three weddings of interest to Ten
nessee Baptists. They were Monroe 
Clinton of Nashville to Sarah Cath
erine Ferguson, also of Nashville; 
William Hall Preston to Nan Roe
buck, both of Memphis; and Douglas 
Hudgins of Tullahoma to Blanche 
Jones of Knoxville. Clinton was a 
young attorney who had recently 
joined a law firm in Birmingham and 
who was on the staff of one of the 
railroads. Preston was field secretary 
with the Inner-Board Commission of 
the SBC, and Hudgins, son of the 
state Sunday School secretary, was a 
promising pastor.

Jefferson County Association met 
with Buffalo Church near Jefferson 
City, and all churches were repre
sented except two. Prof. J. D. Everett 
of Carson-Newman College was 
elected moderator; J. I. Huggins, as
sistant moderator; and Edwin Garrett, 
layman, was re-elected clerk.

25 YEARS AGO
Ernest C. Pippin, a recent graduate 

of Southwestern Seminary, accepted a 
call as associate pastor at McLean 
Church, Memphis. Herbert C. Gab- 
hart was pastor.

James E. Harris began his work as 
pastor of Deaderick Avenue Church, 
Knoxville.

10 YEARS ago
Memphis voters in a referendum 

rejected the proposed legalization of 
liquor-by-the-drink. A margin of near 
10,000 decided against “consumption 
of liquor on the premises” as the bal
lot was phrased.

The congregation of Deep Springs 
Church, Jefferson County Association, 
moved into its new structure, accom
modating about 300. It was the third 
building the church had since it was 
established in 1895. It cost $55,000. 
John Berrier was pastor.
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EDITORIALS

The non-resident member problem
According to statistics compiled by the Southern Baptist Con

vention, there are 12,922,605 members of churches which co
operate with and support the SBC. This represents a consistent, 
continuing growth by our convention churches during the past 
three decades.

It is a tribute to our emphasis on missions and evangelism 
that church membership has grown to this point from six 
million in 1946.

However, the 1976 statistics indicate that 3,560,761 of our 
current church members are classified by these churches as 
“non-resident members.”

While Tennessee’s report is not quite as poor as the total SBC 
(24.4 percent non-resident in Tennessee as compared to the 
SBC’s 27.6), we still have a tragic picture in our state. Of 
Tennessee’s 970,619 Baptist church members, 236,644 are 
designated by their churches as “non-resident.”

It is doubtful that any of thes6 236,644 non-resident church 
members ever attend a service at that church, teach a Sunday 
School class, or contribute financially to the church budget. Just 
imagine how tremendous it would be IF these could be enlisted 
and activated in another church!

Perhaps the first step would be for a church to contact these 
non-resident members. These could be encouraged to join a 
church where they could participate. At the same time, the 
name and address of the non-resident member could be sent 
directly to a nearby church or to the “Hello Baptist” desk at the 
Baptist Sunday School Board.

THO^EWHO BUILD ON 
THE 6^^4777^77

THO^E WHO BUILD ON 
THE

Everyone Builds in the Path of It 
7

It is probable that churches do not have an accurate address 
on some non-resident members. Perhaps if all contact has been 
lost, the honest approach would be for a church to stop counting 
these as members. If a church has no way of communicating 
with these “members”; if a church does not know whether or not 
these “members” have joined another church; if a church does 
not know whether these “members” are dead or alive—then, 
there would seem to be little value in counting them as church 
members (resident or non-resident).

It might be embarrassing to report fewer members this year 
than last year, but otherwise it would seem advisable (1) to 
encourage those non-resident members you can find to join a 
nearby church, and (2) to stop counting members who cannot 
be located by your church.

Noting church staffs
God has led Tennessee Baptist churches to call faithful and 

dedicated staff members to work with and to lead these 
congregations.

Every church has a pastor, or at least is looking for one. 
Some of these churches are limited by size and budget, so their 
pastor is bi-vocational—which means that he must earn a part 
of his financial support by secular employment.

Then, there are other churches in our state which have 10 or 
more full-time ministers and staff workers.

Regardless of which size church is yours, we hope you are 
properly appreciative of those who serve you and the Lord 
through your church. Some of these—such as secretaries, for 
example—often serve behind the scene and receive little 
recognition.

We would remind you to make sure that you take every 
opportunity to say “thank you” to these who work for your 
church.

And, while we are on the subject of church staffs, may we 
make another request.

Within the next month every Tennessee Baptist church will 
be filling out and approving the annual church letter, reporting 
on God’s blessings during the past year. These letters are 
compiled for the annual association meeting.

There is a place on that church letter for your church to list 
all its staff workers by name and position. Please include all 
your workers (even those who are not on full-time salary). 
List those who serve as pastor, associate pastor, directors of 
education, music, youth, recreation, church administration, etc., 
or any combination of these.

A complete, up-to-date list would be helpful for two reasons.
First, all these names of church staffers can be included in 

the list printed in the 1977 Tennessee Baptist Convention 
Annual.

Secondly, by knowing who these workers are, it will be 
possible for them to receive information and helps from the 
state convention, associations, and Southern Baptist Convention 
offices.
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Cicero recognized his visitor—not by his 
face, but by the paper bag over his head— 
as A. Nonnie Mouse, noted writer of anony
mous letters.

“I have come to protest again your unjust 
decision not to print ‘letters to the editor’ 
that are unsigned and without return ad
dresses,” my visitor announced. “Just be
cause I am ashamed of my opinions—I call 
them orphaned opinions—this is no reason 
to deny me the opportunity to be a ‘pub
lished author.’ ”

“I thought you had given up,” Cicero 
said. “I haven’t had any anonymous letters 
since your July 21 visit.” I repeated my 
policy that letters without names or ad
dresses are not printed in the Baptist and 
Reflector.

Nonnie nodded. “I know your policy— 
but today I brought reinforcements with me. 
I am not the only one you are discriminating 
against.”

“What do you mean?,” Cicero asked. “I 
remember you said you write every anony
mous letter to me and to all other editors.”

“Yes, it is true that I write all those 
anonymous letters,” Mouse squeaked meek
ly, “but there are other writers who write 
for Baptist publications without using their 
names.”

Cicero wondered, “What writers?”
Nonnie announced that four of his friends 

were waiting in the lobby—all four with 
paper bags over their heads. “The five of us 
are prolific writers. You cannot pick up any 
copy of a church newsletter or an associa- 
tional bulletin without seeing at least one 
article attributed to one of us.”

My unbagged face must have shown my 
puzzlement.

Mouse responded, “Surely you are aware 
of the many thousands of articles we have 
written in Baptist publications.”

“But how would I know, if you and your 
friends do not use your names?,” asked 
Cicero.

“It’s easy,” A. Nonnie Mouse announced. 
“You can recognize our writings by our 
pseudonyms: Anonymous, Clipped, Copied, 
Selected, and Author Unknown.”

to ScUton, • • •
Letters on any religion-related subject are welcomed. Letters of over 300 words 
will not be used. Other letters may be shortened at the discretion of the editor. 
No unsigned letters will be printed, but writer’s name will be withheld for 
sufficient reason. Letters must contain complete address.

Acf of worship?
Dear editor:

The modern tradition of the elders sur
faced again in your July 7 edition. In his 
discussion of the Sunday School lesson for 
July 10, the writer said: “Worship was an 
act of voluntarily responding to the task 
given by God.”

There is no Scriptural ground for con
sidering any physical act an “act of wor
ship.” Worship is adoration—worship is 
spiritual (John 4:24).

The writer, and all others so concerned, 
are challenged to show where any word in 
the original that is used in reference to the 
worship of God carries any idea of service 
or physical activity other than bowing down.

Worship and service are closely related 
in the Scriptures. They are inseparable in 
Christian life, because he who sincerely 
worships God will also serve Him. They are 
closely related because service follows wor
ship as truly as day follows night. But there 
is no reason to consider them the same.

Clifton Bridges 
P.O. Drawer K 
Crossville, TN 38555

Baptist democracy
Dear editor:

One of the differentiating features of a 
Baptist church is that each member has a 
voice and a vote on all matters that pertain 
to the church. Unfortunately too many 
members do not know this.

Members have a right to voice disagree
ment when they do not agree with recom
mendations made to the church by com
mittees, deacons, pastors, or individuals.

Many persons belong to a Baptist church 
because every Baptist church is autonomous. 
Every action of a congregation is final, and 
the members do not have to ask for ap
proval from any other source. A Baptist 
congregation is a democratic body, and each 
member is expected to listen and consider 
the views of one who does not agree with 
him or her.

The dissenting member should be honest 
and candid in his expressions, and the 
congregation should be fair in listening and 
voting on the specific problem under con
sideration.

There should be full and frank discussion 
on all issues and, when a vote is taken, 
members must follow the Christian attitudes 
of accepting what the majority of members 
have decided.

To disagree with a point of view of a 
fellow member is Christian.

To criticize a fellow member for his or 
her point of view is unchristian and is 
frequently the basis of church splits and 
divisions. No one possesses all the solutions 
and wisdom in all issues that face a con
gregation.

The minority opinion may be the better 
opinion, but certainly the majority should 
respect the right of every person to express 
his opinion and vote his conviction.

Democracy demands an equal voice and 
vote of each member. We must not criticize 
a dissenting opinion. One great man said, 
“A little initiative on the part of an inferior 
makes the superior nervous.” New ideas, 
new plans, and innovations that are Chris
tian merit our support and approval.

J. Pope Dyer
1418 First Tennessee Bank Building 
Chattanooga, TN 37415

Preachers from the board
Dear editor:

Please tell me (why) when a church has a 
retired pastor or (is) out of a pastor, you 
send members of the board to supply when 
they draw large salaries from the board and 
so many retired pastors and pastors looking 
for churches don’t have a chance. It is not 
right at all.

Please answer in the Baptist and Reflector.
Mrs. Howard Davis
White House, TN 37188

A church (either through an elected offi
cial or a committee) decides who will preach 
in that church—not me or the Executive 
Board. Sometimes a church officer will con
tact a director of missions or an employee 
of the board and ask help in getting a sup
ply preacher. It would not be right for any 
board employee to tell any church who will 
preach there, (editor)

Homosexuality is wrong
Dear editor:

I am writing this commentary on the 
subject of homosexuality and the accep
tance, along with condonance, by many 
religious leaders. In my opinion this goes 
directly against God’s moral law. To leave 
God out of such matters, or to say that one 
is a man of God and then to condone 
actions against God, is hypocrisy. Man has 

(Continued on page 12)
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Giryama project's phase one 
ends with 185 new churches

By Jim Griffith
According to the results of a recent scientific survey, doctors report that cheerful 

people resist disease better than the glum ones.
In other words, I suppose it could be said that it is the surly bird who always catches 

the germ.
If nothing else, it might be anticipated that a colony of germs could be stored up in 

all the wrinkles that make up a frown.
And medical research reinforces the truth that the words “let a smile be your um

brella” are more than words from an old song—they are also good advice. We now have 
it on good authority that the shelter of a smile can protect one from the germs, storms, 
and disturbances of life.

In fact, even before the results of the medical research were announced, there were many 
well-adjusted old-timers who, after years of enduring hard knocks, have learned that a 
fellow’s sense of humar is his bumper which protects him from serious damage.

MALINDI, Kenya—The first phase of 
the year-long Giryama Project ended re
cently with the six evangelistic teams re
porting the organization of 185 new con
gregations and the baptism of more than 
2,800 new believers.

The project among the Giryama tribe of 
coastal Kenya began last year with the 
digging of wells for clean water supplies in 
10 Giryama villages. Following this initial 
contact, teams of recent graduates of the 
Arusha Baptist Theological Seminary in 
Tanzania and national laymen went preach
ing from village to village.

After the initial evangelistic services, Bible 
classes were started and then leadership 
training was begun.

Bible puzzle
Answers on page 14

ACROSS

1 2 3 ^■4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11

12 13 14

15 16 17

18 19 20

21 22 23| 24 25

26 28

29 30 31 32

33 Sr

35 38 39 40

41 42 p4

46

48 ■ 49 50

51 1EL 53

1 A father (Ezra 2:57)
4 Swap
9 Senior medical 

officer: abbr.
12 “whosoever is-----

—” (1 John 5)
14 Vehicle
15 Man (1 Chron. 3:24)
If — start
18 Old hairstyle
19 Society girl
20 Whirlwinds
21 Light of the body 

(Luke 11:34)
22 Vegetables
24 Young louse
26 Cargo
27 Georgia city
29 “None eye — thee” 

(Ezek. 16)

32 “shall be — in 
darkness” (1 Sam. 2)

33 Young ox
34 Indonesian island
35 Ear: comb, form
36 “they may — their 

heads” (Acts 21)
38 Military man: abbr.
41 Route: abbr.
43 Native suffix
44 Atrium: comb, form
45 It became shining 

(Mark 9:3)
47 Leaking
48 Serug’s father

(Gen. 11:21)
49 “stand in the----- ” 

(Matt. 24)
51 Notes of the scale
52 Girl’s name

CRYPTOVERSE

53 Pronouns

DOWN
1 Diminish
2“changers of — 

sitting” (John 2)
3 Incensed
4 King (2 Sam. 8:9)
5 Baseball term: abbr.
6 “witness — not” 

(Mark 14)
7 “for I stand in —” 

(Gal. 4)
8 Edition: abbr.
9 “and oppositions 
of-” (1 Tim. 6)

10 Imposing residence
11 Organic: abbr.
13 Vane reading
17 Negative answer
19 “firstborn from 

the (Col. 1)
22 South Africans
23 “Candid Camera” 

word
25 Explosive
26 “for they prophesy

a (Jer. 27)
28 Wing: comb, form
29 O.T. book: abbr.
30 Philip’s domain 

(Luke 3:1)
31 Epistle writer 

(Rom. 16:22)
32 yourselves” 

(Acts 2)
34 Word before ship 

or ground
37 Purity
38 Bath or engine
39 “the — of God” 

(Rom. 5)
40 Small children
42 Printer’s measure
44 Every one
45 Regimental reserve 

line: abbr.
46 Man (Gen. 46:21)
47 Mimic
50 Yen: abbr.
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ADVERTISEMENT

If You Lost Your Hearing 
Tomorrow, Would You 
Do Something About It?
Chicago, Ill.—A free offer of 
special interest to those who hear 
but do not understand words has 
been announced by Beltone. A 
non-operating model of the small
est Beltone aid of its kind will be 
given absolutely free to anyone 
answering this advertisement.

True, all hearing problems are 
not alike . . . and some cannot be 

. helped by a hearing aid. But 
audiologists report that many 
can. So, send for this free model 
now, and wear it in the privacy of 
your own home. It is not a real 
hearing aid, but it will show you 
how tiny hearing help can be. It’s 
yours to keep, free. The actual aid 
weighs less than a third of an 
ounce, and it’s all at ear level, in 
one unit.

These models are free, so we 
suggest you write for yours now. 
Again, we repeat, there is no cost, 
and certainly no obligation. 
Thousands have already been 
mailed, so write today to Dept. 
'4306 Beltone Electronics Corp., 
4201 W. Victoria, Chicago, Il
linois 60646.
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SBC president proclaims Oct. 2 
as 'Bold Day of Commitment7

NASHVILLE—Southern Baptist Conven
tion President Jimmy R. Allen has issued 
a proclamation here in support of the SBC’s 
Bold Day of Commitment, Sunday, Oct. 2.

The day is the first Sunday of the two- 
year denominational emphasis—“Let the 
Church Reach Out.” Southern Baptist 
churches throughout the United States have 
received information on how to observe the 
day through their Sunday Schools, Church 
Training programs, morning worship ser
vices, and evening worship services.

The special day will confront Southern 
Baptist church members with world needs, 
the resources the church has to meet the 
needs, and the necessity for commitment to 
the SBC’s Bold Mission effort to reach 
America and the rest of the world for 
Christ.

Noting action of the SBC annual meeting 
in Kansas City to establish the special day, 
Allen, pastor of First Baptist Church, San 
Antonio, Tex., said, “A rising tide of 
mission consciousness is sweeping Southern 
Baptist life. The commitment to double our 
mission forces through the concept of Mis
sion Service Corps (now in process of 
organization) has caused a renewed interest 
in the totality of mission opportunities.”

Allen expressed hope that “every pastor 
in every Southern Baptist church across our 
nation will call his congregation to prayer

Golden Gate seminary names 
public relations associate

ii LL VALLEY, Calif. — Mark Smith,
a 24-year-old Oklahoma native has been 
named public relations associate at Golden 
Gate Baptist Theological Seminary here.

He was director of public information for 
the past two years at Louisiana College, 
Pineville.

At Golden Gate, Smith is in charge of 
writing and disseminating news from the 
seminary, editing the alumni quarterly Gate
way and the summer publication The Span, 
directing photography on campus, and other 
duties. (BP)
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for spiritual awakening and for the Bold 
Mission Thrust of the SBC to be one of 
God’s channels for bringing it about.

“Our people are ready to give their 
energies in prayer intercession, their money 
in mission support and their talents in 
mission service,” Allen said. “October 2 is 
a day for this call to be sounded from every 
Baptist pulpit and every Sunday School 
teacher’s lesson.

“God’s spirit is moving throughout Amer
ica,” Allen continued. “I am glad that 
Southern Baptists are seizing their day of 
opportunity for mission expansion. In a day 
when many Christian groups have turned 
their energies in other directions, Southern 
Baptists are pressing forward toward a goal 
of sharing the gospel with every person on 
our planet within this century.” (BP)

Five SBC mission
(Continued from page 1)

The joint missions strategy effort grew 
out of the missions challenge recommenda
tions, adopted by the Southern Baptist Con
vention in Norfolk in 1976, which called for 
unprecedented mobilization of denomina
tional resources to win the world to Christ.

The planners agreed to develop as part 
of the strategy a coordinated curriculum, 
a communications plan with church staff 
members, a national merchandising plan 
for missions education materials, an evalua
tion plan, and a missions education growth 
plan.

The planners said the coordinated mis
sions education curriculum will include the 
elements of balance, sequence, dating, and 
an integration of content.

The communications plan for church staff 
will focus on the pastor and will include a 
missions education digest vehicle, the coun
cil reported.

The merchandising plan will include sales 
efforts by catalog, bookstore, and telephone.

The missions education growth plan will 
encourage mission education in every 
church, with special attention to small and 
large churches.

In the area of research and development, 
planners will develop and test mission edu
cation approaches before they are recom
mended to churches. (BP)

Your church group is welcome at. ..
NATIONAL BIBLE MUSEUM

Gatlinburg, Tenn.
Box 287 Zip 37738

Phone 615-436-4908
River Oaks Center

More letters
(Continued from page 9) 

gone from hidden adultery to open, “any- 
thing-that-goes” sexual promiscuity.

What is to become of the future if we 
who are Christians of today openly condone 
sexual obsession?

I am 18 years old and have already faced 
thousands of sexual degenerates.

In the words of my friend, Billy Graham, 
“No wonder young people are sexually 
sophisticated at 16.”

It is time to stick to God’s moral law 
and the teachings of Paul, where homo
sexuality is condemned as a sin.

Tim Perry
Rt. 6
Johnson City, TN 37601

Defends Criswell, Bible
Dear editor:

I write concerning the statement of W. A. 
Criswell at the Pastors* Conference that 
embarrassed Earl E. Keele and concerning 
the war that we “lost” (letters, Aug. 25).

For one, I am interested in what great 
“truths” that these apparently “religious” 
men which Keele mentioned are so out of 
line with Criswell’s statement. I know that 
the followers of Darwin prefer to pray, 
“Our Father which dropped from the coco
nut tree,” and Mrs. O’Hair becomes hysteri
cal if you pray at all.

Keele has insinuated that the Bible has 
mistakes and that Criswell goofed. He has 
made the charge, and I hope the Baptist and 
Reflector will be so kind as to allow him 
space for his evidence.

I think that there are a few Christians 
who would contend for the infallibility of 
the Scriptures. Many times, apparent mis
takes in the Bible can be credited to the 
ignorance of the interpreter. Others fail to 
understand what the Bible actually says.

I suggest he carefully read Psalm 111:9 
(“Holy and reverend is His name”) over 
Psalm 138:2 (“For Thou hast magnified 
Thy word above Thy name”), and then 
prayerfully consider Eccl. 5:2 before men
tioning the name of Madalyn Murray 
O’Hair in the same breath with the name 
of God or the Bible.

Even taking into consideration an error or 
two by a near-sighted scribe, I eagerly 
await Keele’s second epistle.

Samuel A. Tucker
Rt. 1, Box 28
Greenfield, TN 38230

This “letters to the editor” column is 
open to Keele, to you, and to anyone else. 
Such letters must be limited to 300 words, 
and I would hope that this feature will be 
used for discussion of issues and ideas—not 
personal battles, (editor)
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Suit seeks to remove tax exemption 
from Kentucky Baptist Convention

FRANKFORT, Ky.—Kentucky’s depart
ment of revenue has filed suit in circuit 
court to reverse an order of the Kentucky 
Board of Tax Appeals which grants exemp
tion from state sales tax to the Kentucky 
Baptist Convention.

In 1976 the department of revenue, re
evaluating the convention’s 1970 exemption 
from the sales tax, decided it no longer 
qualified as an exempt institution. But the 
board of tax appeals upheld the convention’s 
appeal of the decision on grounds that it is 
a religion, educational, and charitable insti
tution and, as such, is exempt from paying 
taxes under the Kentucky constitution.

But the department of revenue, declaring 
the board of tax appeals “erred in allowing 
the exemption,” alleges in its suit that the 
convention’s “nature is administrative rather 
than charitable, educational, or religious.”

Kentucky Baptist executive secretary, 
Franklin Owen, expressed amazement at the 
second effort to tax the mission gifts of 
more than 2,209 Kentucky Southern Bap
tist churches of which support the conven
tion’s mission endeavors and its instructional 
programs among churches.

He said the suit “clearly discriminates 
against our denomination on the basis of 
our polity (form of church government). We 
do not regard our denomination (conven
tion) as ‘church’ as other large denomina
tions tend to do. Baptist polity sees the local 
congregation as the church. Our convention, 
whether in session or not, is our sense of 
larger corporate being.”

Calling the convention set up “voluntary, 
cooperative, and non-authoritative but ful
filling all the mechanical functions of what 
others might call ‘church headquarters,”’ 
Owen declared: “The convention budget 
treasury (Cooperative Program) supports our 
instructional program among the churches 
and is the conduit through which church

Gardner-Webb College gets 
$100,000 challenge grant

BOILING SPRINGS, N.C.—Gardner-
Webb College here has received a challenge 
gift of up to $100, from Charles I. Dovercue
and the Dover Foundation to launch the
Baptist school’s new “Bold Dimensions in
Higher Education Program.”

Gardner-Webb President Craven E. Wil
liams said, “This is the initial gift in the 
current program to raise $10.5 million to 
enable the college to better meet the educa
tional needs of the region and the changing 
needs of society.”

As a challenge gift, the money will match 
on a dollar-for-dollar basis up to $100,000 
in new or increased gifts from alumni and 
friends of the college to its Annual College 
Fund. (BP)

gifts flow to Christian institutions and world 
missions. It follows then that when the 
convention is taxed, the missions gifts of its 
churches are being taxed,” he said.

He added: “I do not believe the main goal 
is just to discriminate against us. I conjec
ture that it is simply part of the closer and 
closer search of the last nook and cranny in 
our society from which another tax dollar 
might be extracted, even from church gifts.

“Apparently, our system of polity makes 
us look technically like the easiest church 
treasury to invade. If the gifts of funds from 
this largest Kentucky religious body could 
indeed be taxed, then the case would be 
greatly strengthened to make the same ex
traction from every other religious group in 
the state. All church denominations then 
are placed in jeopardy by this rifle shot at 
Kentucky Baptists.” (BP)

Local Baptists exemplify 
Christ at county fair

Baptists from Black Oak Church in Clin
ton did more than merely attend their local 
county fair there last month. They got 
involved in mission outreach by passing out 
gospel tracts at their fair booth, conducting 
a Vacation Bible School for children of the 
carnival workers, sponsoring a gospel sing
ing program at the grandstand, and passing 
out cups of water as they witnessed.

According to the church’s pastor, Donald 
L. Cobb, 15 children enrolled for the VBS 
during fair week. Mrs. Doug Frazier was the 
director; and Cobb and his wife, Jeanina, 
taught the Bible lessons and character 
stories, using the Backyard Bible Club ma
terial. Others working were Mrs. Ralph 
Martin, Mrs. Earl Ivey, Mrs. David Butler, 
and Harlan Johnson.

Jack Shelton, Brotherhood director at the 
church, was in charge of the committee on 
the fair booth and the gospel singing pro
gram. The “Royal Songmasters” from Clin
ton performed in the grandstand area, sing
ing to approximately 500 persons for one 
hour.

Cobb stated that the church plans to 
sponsor all three programs again next year. Church Buses For Sale

One good '69 Ford, 54 pass., new 
motor, good road bus. One ‘67 Ford, 
54 pass., extra good. Two '69 Fords, 
66 pass., 2-speed rear axle, good 
road buses. One '67 Chev., 54 pass., 
good bus. One '67 Chev., 66 pass., 
A-l, excellent road bus. Clarence Kirk, 
Route 2, Box 112, Ethridge, TN 38456. 
Phone 615-762-2729 or 615-762-2603.

Bill Pinson to receive 
Christian Life award
NASHVILLE—William M. Pinson Jr., 

recently-elected president of Golden Gate 
Baptist Theological Seminary, is to be the 
recipient of the 1977 Distinguished Service 
Award, which will be presented by the 
Christian Life Commission of the Southern 
Baptist Convention.

Pinson, who became the fourth president 
of the California seminary in mid-August, 
will officially accept the award during the 
Christian Life Commission’s annual meeting 
in September.

The Distinguished Service Award is pre
sented to a Southern Baptist who has been 
an outstanding contributor to the cause of 
applied Christianity.

“In presenting this award, the Christian 
Life Commission honors one of Southern 
Baptists’ best known and most effective ad
vocates of Christian social concern and 
Christian social action,” said Foy Valentine, - 
executive secretary of the commission.

Pinson, former pastor of First Church, 
Wichita Falls, Tex., is the tenth person to 
be honored with the Distinguished Service 
Award since it was first given in 1965. The 
42-year-old Southwestern Baptist Theologi
cal Seminary graduate was professor of 
Christian ethics at Southwestern from 1963 
to 1975. He is author of Applying the 
Gospel: Suggestions for Christian Social 
Action in a Local Church, Resource Guide 
to Current Social Issues, How to Deal with 

. Controversial Issues, and other books. He is 
co-author of Contemporary Christian Trends 
with Clyde Fant, and Right or Wrong, with 
T. B. Maston. With Fant he is also editor of 
the twenty-volume Twenty Centuries of 
Great Preaching.

Before going to Southwestern, Pinson 
served as associate secretary of the Christian 
Life Commission of the Baptist General 
Convention of Texas for six years.

FIBER GLASS BAPTISTRIES
Repair Old and Build New 

Call 373-0710 or Write
ASHBAUGH FIBER GLASS

P.O. Box 22894, Nashville, Tenn. 37202
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LIFE AND WORK SERIES
Lesson for Sunday, September 18

The destructive power of a lie
By Earl C. Davis, Pastor 

First Baptist Church, Memphis, Tennessee

Basic Passages: Exodus 20:16; I Kings 21:8-13; Proverbs 6:16-19; Matthew 12:36-37 
Focal Passages: Exodus 20:16; I Kings 21:8-13; Proverbs 6:16-19; Matthew 12:36-37

Have you ever wished you had been at 
Gettysburg to hear those immortal words, 
“Fourscore and seven years ago, our fore
fathers . . Or wished you had been there 
to see and hear the impassioned Patrick 
Henry as he thundered, “Give me liberty or 
give me death!” Well, it may be possible to 
yet hear those words, according to some 
scientific speculation. The marvels of elec
tronic wizardry may one day be able to 
pluck from the other soundwaves of the 
past still bouncing around the universe. The 
thought of being able to recover any par
ticular voice or speech at will raises an 
embarrassing possibility—the whole world 
may hear the gossip, the foolish and un
thoughtful and damaging words you and I 
have said! What we say may become very 
important to us in the future!

God’s Word, however, has always been 
concerned with what we say—“. . . a whis
perer separates friends” (Proverbs 16:28); 
“The man that bears false witness against his
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your address
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here and show new address below— 
include zip code. When changing ad
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neighbor is like a hammer, a sword, and a 
sharp arrow” (Proverbs 25:18); “But I tell 
you that on the day of judgment men will 
render account for every careless word they 
utter . . . (Matthew 12:36); “Thou shalt not 
bear false witness” (Exodus 20:16).

If we take this Ninth Commandment in its 
very strict, literal sense, it says simply that 
the Hebrew man, when called upon to come 
into court and make a statement about his 
neighbor, should tell the truth. In Old 
Testament times, the truthfulness of a wit
ness was often a matter of life and death. 
Justice was swift, based on the testimony of 
witnesses, and usually irreversible. If a de
fendant was found guilty and multilated or 
killed, it was too late to correct the tragedy. 
But we are not Jewish men of the Old 
Testament, and a great many of us will 
spend our entire life without ever going into 
court. Our need, then, is to translate the 
ethical demands of this commandment into 
truths that speak to us where we are.

This Word speaks of truthfulness, and I 
suppose it is broken more than any of the 
Ten, although no commandment is consid
ered less serious than the rest. The first and 
most obvious way to break this command
ment is to lie. Lying to, or about, others is 
still frowned upon in our society, although 
many people make their living by lying 
convincingly. As a stackpole around which 
we place other definitions, let us recognize 
that this commandment condemns outright 
lying about others; intentional slander.

Lest we feel we may escape the main 
thrust of this Word, let us hasten on to point 
out other more subtle, yet dangerous, ways 
to bear false witness than merely slandering. 
Consider gossip. It may start out harmless, 
but where two or three are gathered over a 
cup of coffee, there exists the possibility of 
idle and. damaging talk. We like to intone 
piously, “I wouldn’t say anything except 
something good!” Remember then, the 
woman whose motto this was, but who sped 
over to her neighbor’s saying, “I wouldn’t 
say anything about Mrs. So and So that 
wasn’t good, and boy, is this good!” Why 
do people gossip? Some folks gossip because 
they are jealous of those whom they chop 
to pieces with an idle tongue. Some people 
gossip because they are sick in heart and 
emotions, and feed on carrion. The buzzard 
lights on the dead carcass not because it is 
all he can see as he circles lazily in the sky, 
but because that is what he is looking for.

If gossip is the most vicious, and I think 

it is, way to break the Ninth Command
ment, then the half-truth is surely the most 
effective. It is possible to tell the truth in 
such a way as to leave damning insinuations 
by what is not said. The snide remark, the 
smug word, the half-smile, the sagely- 
nodded head—these take the truth and 
often club a person’s character to death.

Now consider the most damaging and 
horrible way to bear false witness—by keep
ing silence when you ought to speak. He 
who keeps silence when he knows an in
justice is being done is truly guilty of bear
ing false witness. Consider carefully the 
scripture concerning Naboth’s vineyard, and 
you will agree with Bob Maddox, one of 
our Adult Lesson writers, that “in a way 
Naboth’s friends were as guilty as the 
royal pair, the conniving elders, and the 
two scroungy witnesses.” Silence may be 
golden, but on many occasions, it is down
right yellow!

“Thou shalt not bear false witness against 
thy neighbor.” Why not? Everybody does it, 
we confess. All of us are guilty of lying 
about people, or gossiping, or telling the 
frostily righteous half-truth, or keeping the 
terrible silence. And we pay the price, for 
it damages both the victim and the slan
derer.

The victim of our tongue is hurt, for 
quite often what is done with words can 
hurt worse and do more damage than what 
is done with sticks and stones. It was a liar 
who first said, “sticks and stones may break 
my bones, but words can never hurt me!”

The slanderer, too, is slowly destroyed by 
his idle tongue. His credibility, his own 
character is dragged down. Folks soon 
realize a slanderer will turn on his “closest 
friends.”

Enough of the negative view in this Ninth 
Commandment. We must reaffirm the value 
of telling the truth. We must tell the truth 
because the Ten Words are based on the 
character and holiness of God. We, as His 
people, are called upon to reflect God’s 
character. Therefore, “Thou shalt tell the 
truth!” Equally important as a foundation 
for speaking the truth is the grace we have 
received in Christ! Why’tell lies when there 
is so much wonderful truth about the love 
of God to be shared!
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UNIFORM SERIES
Lesson for Sunday, September 18

Hope can overcome despair
By Mike Await 

Associate Professor of Religion and Philosophy 
Belmont College, Nashville, TN 37203

Basic Passages: Luke 6:12-26; Romans 8:18-39
Focal Passage: Luke 6:17-26

A common malady facing modem man is 
despair. It is not a new feeling. It has been 
around as long as there have been human 
beings struggling in a world that is some
times overpowering and dehumanizing. To 
be in despair, is to be hopeless. It is to see 
the world as meaningless and closed without 
any possibility of change for the better. 
Despair arises when all possibilities have 
been terminated.

When Jesus started His ministry He en
countered a mass of Hebrew people who 

. immersed in despair. For centuries 
the f>roud Hebrews had been ruled by one 
wtfrld power after another with only one 
brief century of self-rule. The Jews hoped 
for the day when the Messiah would come 
and rectify their situation of despair.

The Jews believed that when the Mes
siah came He would do away with those 
things that kept one separated from his 
God and his fellowman—i.e., sickness. The 
Jews believed that sickness was a sign of 
sin in a man’s life. According to the Jewish 
tradition, the Messiah would heal the sick 

’.and the lame and prepare them for the 
-coming kingdom.

Hope For the Hopeless
The sixth chapter of Luke portrays Jesus 

as fulfilling the function of the Messiah. 
He descends from a mountain, selects some 
disciples, and heals the sick. By His action, 
He is giving evidence of the advent of the 
Kingdom of God. Later, when John the 
Baptist sent some of his followers to Jesus 
to inquire if Jesus was the Messiah or if 
they should look for another, Jesus re
sponded by saying that the blind were being 
given sight, the lame were made to walk, 
and the sick were healed. Jesus’ action indi
cates a positive response to John’s question.

Luke indicates that after Jesus healed the 
sick, He began to instruct His followers 
about the nature and the demands of the 
kingdom. He set forth the characteristics 
of the Kingdom people. At first glance, 
the characteristics are baffling. If we were

PLAN NOW!!! for . . . 
Church Construction 
CHRISTIAN BUILDERS, INC. Write for 
P.O. Box 571, Brentwood, TN 37027 FREE
CONSTRUCTION MANAGEMENT Rrnrhlirp
FINANCIAL CONSULTATION brocnure
SPECIALIZED ARCHITECTURAL

PLANNING Phone («15) 373-3084 

to list the character traits of those who 
were successful and who had attained the 
highest level of achievement, we would 
probably present a list quite different from 
the list found in Luke and in Matthew’s 
Sermon on the Mount. Our list would in
clude traits of strength and aggressiveness.

Listen to Jesus’ list. Blessed are the needy, 
the hungry, the sad, the outcasts, and the 
poor. He then goes on to downgrade those 
very characteristics that most likely were on 
our list. Alas for you who are rich, well fed, 
happy, and well thought of.

When the Kingdom comes into the world 
there is a reversal of values. Man’s list of 
what is valuable and meaningful in the 
world, is suddenly of little or no avail. 
Jesus was saying that the Kingdom has 
come and the world has been turned upside 
down. One’s physical condition or economic 
situation, or religious standing, are suddenly 
of no importance. What is important is one’s 
response to the proclamation of the King
dom.

The good news of Jesus’ message is that 
the situation is not hopeless and the avenues 
of reconciliation are not closed.

Ultimate Hope
Paul expresses this same kind of hope in 

the eighth chapter of Romans. Writing to a 
church that was facing persecution, Paul 
stated that our hope did not rest in what 
happened in the world around us, but in the 
fact that God would not ultimately let the 
bottom fall out. He was in control of history 
and this provided a source of hope.

Despair indicates that we reside in a 
dead-end situation with no hope of meaning. 
To this, the New Testament responds with 
the good news that the Kingdom of God is 
active in the hearts of men and hope 
abounds.
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SBC mission gifts said 
up 10 percent over '76

NASHVILLE—With one month remain
ing in the 1976-77 fiscal year, giving to the 
Southern Baptist Convention national Co
operative Program unified budget is running 
10.15 percent ahead of the same point last 
year.

SBC state conventions, which receive 
contributions from more than 35,000 South
ern Baptist churches across the nation, have 
channeled $47,452,817 in undesignated gifts 
through the SBC Executive Committee for 
use in the denomination’s worldwide mis
sions program. That exceeds last year’s total 
by $4,374,381.

Another $41,988,286 in designated gifts 
exceeds the 1975-76 total by $2,998,664, or 
7.7 percent, according to the office of Billy 
D. Malesovas, the Executive Committee’s 
director of financial planning and assistant 
to the treasurer.

Total year-to-date contributions, including 
designated and undesignated contributions, 
amount to $89,441,104, a 9 percent increase 
over last year.

August Cooperative Program contribu
tions totaled $4,298,926—11.3 percent 
above August of last year. Designated con
tributions totaled another $532,403. (BP)
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Prayer is communicating with God— 
talking with God and letting God talk with 
us. We go to God asking and seeking an
swers to and deliverances from our greatest 
problems. Too often this is where we stop. 
We talk to God; we demand of God a 
deliverance; we lash out at prayer and God 
if our deliverance is not forthcoming. Jesus 
also in Gethsemane asked for deliverance. 
He told God quite frankly He was burdened 
by the “cup” He had been asked 
to drink. “If thou be willing, re
move this cup from me. . .” 
However, we are arrested by the 
words “if thou be willing.” He 
asked God’s wish in the matter. 
God might find it necessary for 
Him to die.

Indeed God wants to have a 
say in the problems and difficul
ties in our lives. God may want 
us to change jobs. God may 
want us to teach that class. God 
may want to lead us through a 
death experience. God’s will was 
for Jesus to die; however, an 
angel came from heaven 
“strengthening him.” (Luke 
22:43)

In the early forties a six-year- 
old girl lay near death’s door for 
many days. A distraught father 
prayed again and again for her 
life. It was his only child. Again 
he prayed, but no assurance 
came of her recovery. After 
many such agonizing hours, he 
gave the child to God. “I sur
render her into your hands. Do 
your will.” A peace surrounded 
the father. Later he learned that at that 
moment the girl began to recoven

It is at the moment that our desires are 
submerged in the will of God that we have 
truly communicated with God. It ; is no 
longer our “wants” but God’s “wants.” 
God’s will then becomes our will.

Mrs. Hester is secretary at Gracey Avenue 
Church, Clarksville.

... ACT NOW!

Date of Birth Is;

2ZipState

PICK AND 
CHOOSE A 

PLAN FOR YOU!

These Are Our Specialties

£

A TENNESSEE CORPORATION

CUT OUT ALONG DOTTED LINE AND MAIL

3709 Nolensville Road 
P.O. Box 11383 

Nashville, Tennessee 37211
PHONE 615-834-8002

No

jjjg CUT OUT ALONG DOTTED LINE AND MAIL

HOSPITALIZATION WITH MAJOR MEDICAL FEATURES— 
OVER 65 MEDICARE SUPPLEMENT- ub-764 
HOSPITALIZATION TO COVER PRE-EXISTING 
CONDITIONS OF
A. Cancer B. Heart Conditions
C. Diabetes D. Ulcers
E. Other Serious Ailments
(180 Days After Issue) 1773
DISABILITY INCOME PROTECTION- 751
CANCER INSURANCE- ub-754
LIFE INSURANCE TO AGE 80- UBH29

FREE SAMPLE £ 
POLICY k

Name

Address.

Do No Cut Here . . . Just Fold Over, Seal and Mail This Reply Enevlope . .

Postage Stamp
Necessary

If Mailed in ths

Sis

United States

BUSINESS REPLY MAIL
FIRST CLASS PERMIT NO. 3294, NASHVILLE, TENN.

Anniversary celebration held 
at Little West Fork Church

| continental Members of Little West Fork Church, 
Clarksville, observed the church’s 159th 
anniversary recently.

The church was organized in 1818 and 
is the third largest in Cumberland Asso
ciation. John Walker, former pastor, and 
W. Fred Kendall, former interim pastor and 
former executive secretary-treasurer, Ten
nessee Baptist Convention, were the guest 
speakers for the anniversary celebration.

Roger L. Oldham is pastor.
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