
Baptist and Ref lector
Vol. 143 / Thursday, September 22, 1977 / No. 38 News Journal of Tennessee Baptist Convention

Five of six personnel requests 
unfilled, FMB official reports

RICHMOND—Only one out of every six 
requests for new missionary personnel is 
now being filled because of the limited 
number of persons volunteering for overseas 
service, Louis R. Cobbs told the Southern 
Baptist Foreign Mission Board at its Sep
tember meeting here.

Cobbs, secretary for the board’s depart
ment of missionary personnel, said that thus 
far in 1977 the board has reviewed 307 
applications and recommended 204 career 
missionaries, missionary associates, journey
men, special project workers, and medical 
receptors for appointment. Some 100 other 
applications are expected to be reviewed 
before the end of this year, he said.

“This is great,” he commented, “but we 
need and we would like to have twice that 
number or three times that number.” Cobbs 
noted that his department has the capability 
of processing such increased numbers “if we 
had the applications to process.”

Requests for new missionaries originate 
on the mission fields as missionaries survey 
needs in the 88 countries where Southern 
Baptists now have work. The requests to
taled more than 1,300 during the past 
year. “It seems that five requests are left 
unfilled for every one we are able to fill,” 
Cobbs said, “and that’s not right.”

ORIENTATION—Alma Oates, missionary to Brazil, tells about her work during a one- 
day orientation for furloughing missionaries held earlier this month at the Tennessee 
Baptist building in Brentwood. Twelve foreign missionaries currently on furlough in 
Tennessee attended the session.

The critical need for more missionaries 
also was underscored in two other reports 
given at the board meeting.

Gottfried B. Osei-Mensah of Nairobi, 
Kenya, executive secretary of the Lausanne 
Continuing Committee on World Evangeli
zation, here as a guest of the Foreign Mis
sion Board, observed that the “spirit of God 
is moving” all around the world today and 
it is more imperative than ever before to 
send out missionaries to spread the gospel 
of Jesus Christ.

Two-thirds of the world’s people still have 
not yet heard the gospel, he said, and there’s 
no way to reach more than 70 percent of 
these except by the sending of missionaries. 
Only about 30 percent of the unreached 
people could be won by their neighboring 
Christian countries, he said, because so 
many of the world’s people have no near 
Christian neighbors.

George H. Hays, Foreign Mission Board 
secretary for east Asia, pointed out the 
urgent need for more missionaries in his 
area. Japan, he said, has 193 cities with a 
population of more than 100,000. Of these, 
90 have one or more Baptist churches, 20 
have a mission, and 83 have no Baptist 
services of any kind. According to the 1977

(Continued on page 12)

Memphis TV decides 
not to carry 'Soap'

WHBQ-TV, Memphis affiliate of the 
American Broadcasting Company, has de
cided not to telecast the network’s contro
versial series “Soap,” according to Bob 
Lewis, program director.

Earlier, the station had decided not to 
carry the program on Tuesday nights in 
prime time, but was considering the possi
bility of televising it at 10:30 p.m. Sundays 
(Baptist and Reflector, Sept. 1).

Lewis said last week that WHBQ-TV 
“will not carry the program at all, at the 
present time.” He stated that in the station’s 
opinion, the program is “not for Memphis.”

He said one of the major factors in 
WHBQ-TV’s decision was the reaction to 
“Soap” at a preview showing of one episode. 
Of the 220 Memphis-area citizens at the 
gathering, only 13 had no reservations about 
the program being shown at 8:30 p.m. CDT 
on Tuesday (the time it is carried on the 
network).

Lewis indicated the station will continue 
to preview the series, and, should the pro
gram become “acceptable,” the decision 
might be reconsidered. However, at this 
time the station has no plans at all to 
telecast “Soap.”

Earlier, WBBJ in Jackson made a similar 
decision.

Free bulletin covers offered
for Cooperative Program month

Bulletin covers or bulletin inserts for 
Tennessee churches to use in October during 
Cooperative Program month are available 
free from the Cooperative Program and 
stewardship promotion office of the Tennes
see Baptist Convention.

There are five different covers or inserts 
in the set, according to O. M. Dangeau, 
stewardship director.

In making requests for this material, 
Dangeau asked that churches specify the 
number needed each Sunday and whether 
covers or inserts are desired.

Joelton centenarian dies
Minnie Ford, a member of Joelton First 

Church since 1920, died last month. She 
was 100 years old.

She had been a Sunday School teacher 
for many years and was also active in the 
Woman’s Missionary Union.

Services were held in Joelton with 
Truman Durham, former pastor, officiating. 
Burial was in Spring Hill Cemetery, Nash
ville.

F. Murray Mathis is pastor.



Hurricanes spur relief efforts 
by Texas, Louisiana Baptists

DALLAS—Southern Baptists are gearing 
up as never before to offer quick disaster 
relief as the season’s first hurricanes, Anita 
and Babe, which came ashore recently in 
Mexico and Louisiana, forewarn potential 
destruction.

As Anita huffed and puffed her way 
toward the Texas Gulf Coast, the disaster 
relief mobile unit of the Baptist General 
Convention of Texas stood by just outside 
the target area with emergency supplies and 
a trained crew ready to minister in the 
storm’s aftermath.

Almost miraculously, little damage re
sulted from the 300-mile-wide storm which 
appeared headed for Brownsville, Tex., but 
veered southward into a sparsely populated 
area of Mexico.

Southern Baptist representative Van 
Gladen in Monterrey said his investigation 
revealed damage in two small fishing vil
lages. He said Baptists are ready to help in 
reconstruction of the villages, which are 135 
miles south of Brownsville.

Louisiana and Oklahoma Baptists are 
nearing completion of disaster relief mobile 
units similar to Texas Baptists. They are 
large tractor-trailer units equipped with 
freeze dried food, blankets, first aid supplies, 
communications equipment, and large gen
erators that could power hospitals.

Where an area’s communications equip
ment is knocked out by a disaster, the crews 
will use short wave radio systems to report 
needs to Baptist churches and associations.

The Texas unit has been used to aid 
victims of a flash flood and a tornado in 
Texas, and in 1975, journeyed over land 
and sea to Honduras, where it was used to 
feed as many as 7,000 meals a day to home
less victims of Hurricane Fifi.

Louisiana Baptist leaders said their dis
aster relief mobile unit wasn’t quite com
plete when Hurricane Babe struck a few

Eastern education workers 
hold Ridgecrest session

RIDGECREST, N.C.—Mary Culpepper, 
minister of education and director of church 
activities at Gateway Church, Miami, Fla., 
has assumed the presidency of the Eastern 
Baptist Religious Education Association at 
its annual meeting here. William R. Cromer 
Jr., associate professor of religious education 
at Southern Baptist Theological Seminary, 
Louisville, Ky., was chosen president-elect.

The religious education group, which lists 
more than 100 members, represents church 
and denominational educators in Southern 
Baptist churches and agencies primarily in 
the southeastern United States. (BP) 

days after Anita. It wasn’t needed, but they 
hope to be ready when the next storm 
threatens.

In the wake of Hurricane Anita, Gladen 
was instructed by Southern Baptist Foreign 
Mission Board officials to proceed with the 
purchase of necessary supplies to take to 
victims if he received word that the sup
plies are needed. The Baptist General Con
vention of Texas medical van stood by.

Gladen later telephoned the governor of 
the state of Tamaulipas in the capitol city 
of Ciudad Victoria to convey concern and 
Southern Baptists’ willingness to help. The 
governor expressed appreciation and noted 
that the Mexican government and military 
had been able to meet the needs.

The governor noted, however, that it 
might be possible for Southern Baptists to 
participate in some reconstruction, said 
Gladen, who has already begun to contact 
Baptists in the adjacent areas about the pos
sibility of aiding in reconstruction efforts. 
(BP)

Brazil's volunteer evangelism program 
results in 200 professions of faith

SAO PAULO, Brazil—An elderly woman, 
a Moslem, and a follower of Spiritism were 
among some 200 persons led to Christ 
through a two-week door-to-door witnessing 
program here.

More than 200 volunteers participated in 
the endeavor, which aimed to saturate a 
large urban-industrial region of this city of 
five million with the gospel of Jesus Christ.

The project—dubbed Trans-ABC—was 
the “most exciting spiritual happening we 
have experienced on the mission field,” 
reported Mr. and Mrs. Bill R. Frazier, 
Southern Baptist missionaries in Brazil since 
1962. The ABC Baptist Association, made 
up of churches in the communities of Sao 
Paulo, sponsored the project.

Between March and June, Christians 
were asked in various young people’s meet
ings whether they would consider volun
teering two weeks to be “urban mission
aries,” About 200, mostly young people ages 
15 to 30, responded. Months of preparation 
preceded Trans-ABC.

Some volunteers took vacation time from 
their jobs; a few quit jobs to devote full 
energies.

Five teams of students from South Brazil 
Baptist Theological Seminary in Rio de 
Janeiro led the project into five unevan
gelized areas of Sao Paulo, said the Fraziers, 
“offering scriptures, Bible correspondence

Alaskan Baptists 
set record budget

ANCHORAGE, Alaska—The 32nd an
nual session of the Alaska Baptist Conven
tion, meeting at New Hope Baptist Church 
here, adopted the largest budget in its 
history and gave a special emphasis to the 
Southern Baptist Bold Mission effort to win 
the world to Christ.

Messengers to the convention voted a 
combined $806,746 budget for the conven
tion and the Alaska Baptist Family Service 
Center, with $687,569 going for convention 
operating budget and $119,177 for the 
center.

The convention also set a goal of $261,450 
in Cooperative Program unified budget re
ceipts from its churches. Twenty-nine per
cent of that amount will go to world mis
sions through the national Southern Baptist 
Convention Cooperative Program.

Messengers heard Robert Naylor, presi
dent of Southwestern Baptist Theological 
Seminary, Fort Worth, emphasize the Bold 
Mission effort and received reports from 
convention program leaders. The evangelism 
report announced a nine percent increase 
in baptisms over the previous year. Baptisms 
totaled 800 for 1976-77. (BP) 

courses, and especially, Jesus Christ.”
Among those accepting Christ were an 

elderly woman whose family thought she 
had “gone crazy” when she took down all 
her images and crucifixes after becoming a 
Christian; a Moslem woman who showed 
such a strong desire to hear about Jesus that 
missionaries could not tell her enough; and a 
middle-aged follower of Spiritism who said 
for five years he had sought something and 
finally found it in Christ. Spiritism or Spiri
tualism is a pagan form of worship and 
belief that spirits exist in a spirit world and 
can be contacted through various mediums.

During the two-week period, Bible clubs 
or story times for children were held in 
homes, churches and outdoors. Evangelistic 
services were held in homes.

“In one very small house, 35 neighbors 
crowded in to sing and hear the gospel,” the 
Fraziers reported. “Another family set up 
crude homemade benches in their dirt yard 
and invited neighbors. That night was clear 
and cold and one could sense the Holy 
Spirit even as the people gathered, sitting, . 
standing, leaning on the cement walls 
around the yard. An evangelistic service 
was even held in a Spiritism center, where 
the devils are usually worshipped.”

Eleven weekly neighborhood Bible studies 
have grown out of the two-week project, 
and the Fraziers envision these groups some 
day forming churches. (BP)
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HMB names 40 missionaries, 
told offering nearing goal

ATLANTA—The 1977 Annie Armstrong 
Easter Offering for home missions is more 
than $1 million above the same time last 
year, Southern Baptist Home Mission Board 
executive director-treasurer, William G. 
Tanner, told the board’s directors here.

Offering receipts totaled $10,344,969 on 
Sept. 6, 1977, or nearly 92 percent of the 
$11,250,000 goal.

Directors accepted the resignation of Cecil 
Etheredge from the missionary personnel 
department, appointed Bob Reccord as di
rector of witness training for the evangelism 
section, and appointed 40 persons to mission 
service.

Etheredge, with the missionary personnel 
department for 15 years, will become na
tional consultant for migrant ministries, 
blind ministries, and juvenile offenders for 
the board’s Christian social ministries de
partment.

Reccord will assume the evangelism posi
tion Nov. 1. Under the direction of Bob 
Saul, head of personal evangelism depart-

BWA sets Oct. 23 
as Day of Prayer

WASHINGTON—The Baptist World Al
liance is urging some 30 million Baptists 
around the world to observe a first annual 
Day of Prayer for Peace on Sunday, Oct. 
23.

Robert Denny, BWA general secretary, 
said the observance was authorized by the 
BWA general council at its July meeting in 
Miami Beach. He said Oct. 23 was chosen 
because it is the Sunday before the anni
versary of the founding of the United 
Nations.

A BWA communication to 109 BWA 
member bodies said peace has “both spiri
tual and material meanings. It will rob our 
Oct. 23 observance of its full meaning if we 
confine our prayers to those for spiritual 
peace. We must pray also for peace among 
nations and within nations.”

The statement said, “Peace is an affirma
tive concept, covering the achievement of 
harmony in relations among peoples. Those 
who work for peace will work for the 
relaxation of tensions between nations, for 
better understanding and love between 
classes, races and tribes. Those who are 
fully committed to peace will seek non
violent ways to pursue the aims of justice 
and freedom, even of liberation for the 
oppressed.”

The BWA council resolution expressed 
support for “lasting peace, disarmament, and 
just relations among all nations” and called 
war “an unchristian way of seeking to 
settle international problems and disputes.” 
(BP)

ment, he will work with Tell Witness Train
ing, lay evangelism schools and other per
sonal witnessing methods. He will also serve 
as a liaison and resource person for local 
church ministers of evangelism.

Mission personnel appointed include 16 
missionaries, seven missionary associates and 
17 mission pastors.

Five from Tennessee were involved in the 
missionary appointments.

Mr. and Mrs. John Fox of Louisville, 
Ky., were named to serve as directors of 
the Baptist Center in Lexington, Ky. Both 
are natives of Tennessee. John is from 
Knoxville, and his wife is the former Molly 
Hudgens of Nashville. Both attended the 
University of Tennessee.

Beverly Smothers of Rutherford will 
serve as director of the Marrobone Baptist 
Center in Hellier, Ky. She was bom in 
Dyer, and is a graduate of Union University, 
Jackson, and Southwestern Baptist Theo
logical Seminary, Fort Worth.

Mr. and Mrs. Elias Pantoja of Memphis 
were appointed as missionary associates. 
They will continue to live in Memphis and 
work in Spanish-language ministries.

Tennessee pastor discusses barriers 
to Bold Mission Thrust involvement

RIDGECREST, N.C.—“What keeps us 
Southern Baptists from thrusting ourselves 
into the Bold Mission plan in our com
munity, state or convention?”

Don Frazier, pastor, Piedmont Church, 
Dandridge, Tenn., asked the question to a 
group of people attending the Small Church 
Sunday School Leadership Conference, Aug. 
27-Sept. 1, here at Ridgecrest Baptist Con
ference Center.

The week-long conference, which was 
planned by the Sunday School department 
of the Southern Baptist Sunday School 
Board, was patterned after other Sunday 
School leadership weeks held earlier in the 
summer at Ridgecrest, except that partici
pants were from small churches only.

Frazier listed four things that keep South
ern Baptists from getting involved in Bold 
Mission, a plan to evangelize the world by 
2000.

“First, we procrastinate,” Frazier said. 
“We are letting God tell us what to do, and 
the devil tell us when to do it.”

Second, he said that Southern Baptists 
and their churches are too preoccupied.

“We have too many people on our church 
rolls spending money they don’t have on 
things they don't need to keep up with 
people they don’t know,” he said.

Third, “We still have prejudice in our

Colombian politician 
invited by Baptists

CALI, Colombia—An article in a maga
zine here which was unfavorable to evan
gelicals, including Baptists, resulted in an 
invitation to the publication’s editor to visit 
any of the Baptist work in which he might 
have an interest.

As a result, Editor Carlos Lleras Restrepo, 
former president of Colombia, who is seek
ing to be the Liberal Party’s candidate in 
the next presidential election, decided to 
visit the campus of the International Baptist 
Theological Seminary here and was honored 
with a reception. Some 50 Baptist pastors 
and lay leaders attended, reports Mrs. J. 
Thomas Norman, missionary press repre
sentative.

The invitation was issued by Chairman 
Roy Wyatt of the Colombia Baptist Mission, 
organization of Southern Baptist mission
aries in this country, in response to the 
article in Nueva Frontera (New Frontier). 
Wyatt noted that Baptists have in every 
way tried to comply with Colombia law 
and fulfill the spiritual mission for which 
they entered the country.

He offered to show the editor or his rep
resentative any phase of the Baptist work 
in which they might have interest, including 
churches, the Baptist bookstore in Bogota, 
and the Baptist seminary in Cali.

churches,” Frazier said. “Not just racial 
prejudice, but social, economic, and edu
cational prejudice.”

Finally, Frazier told the group, “We’re 
all hypocrites in some way; we live in 
pretense. If we believed that people were 
lost and hurting, surely we would want to 
do more than we are doing now.”

The conference provided special leader
ship training to deal with needs character
istic of small churches. Workshops and 
classes for general Sunday School officers, 
age division leaders, and children and youth 
were scheduled for the morning sessions. 
Special interest conferences held in the 
afternoons included “ACTION: A Reach 
Out Enrollment Plan for the Small Sunday 
School,” “The Library in a Small Church,” 
and “Bible Teaching-Learning Improvement 
Plan for the Small Sunday School.”

Program personalities for the week in
cluded Frazier, who served as conference 
pastor; Charles L. McKay, professor of 
Bible, California Baptist College, Riverside, 
conference Bible study leader; and Charles 
Crocker, minister of music, First Baptist 
Church, Asheville, N.C., conference music 
leader. A. V. Washburn, who retired Aug. 
31 as secretary of the Sunday School Board’s 
Sunday School department, was conference 
director.

Thursday, September 22, 1977 Page 3



New president of Golden Gate 
explains purpose of seminary

IV II IL VALLEY, Calif.—“Tough-minded
scholarship and warm-hearted evangelism go 
hand in hand,” William M. Pinson Jr., new 
president of Golden Gate Baptist Theo
logical Seminary, said here in his first formal 
address to the students, faculty, and local 
Baptist leaders.

“Such an approach,” he said at the 
seminary’s annual convocation, “calls for 
high academic standards. A student in semi
nary ought to encounter a more rugged 
academic challenge than a student in medi
cal school or law school, because the skills 
he learns and the task for which he prepares 
are both more demanding and more im
portant.”

Pinson, former pastor of First Church, 
Wichita Falls, Tex., recalled four presuppo
sitions that “propelled me on my current 
course” concerning seminary education.

“A seminary does not exist for itself, but 
for the churches,” he related, “and it is not 
simply a graduate school of religion, but a 
special kind of school; a training center for 
people on a mission.

“At Golden Gate, we are concerned about 
developing skills, not just teaching content. 
Regardless of how much a student knows
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about Jesus Christ, until he knows how to 
tell others about Him, his education is de
fective.”

In addition to being a training center, the 
42-year-old former professor at Southwest
ern Baptist Theological Seminary called the 
seminary “a kind of family.” He said, “A 
seminary family is a family of God and it 
should love, pray, discipline, and mature 
just as a regular family. Families that pray, 
eat, talk and play together, stay together and 
enjoy it,” he said.

He explained that a seminary is also 
similar to a church; a community of persons 
called out and called together by God. 
“Although a seminary has no pastor or 
deacons, it performs many of the acts of a 
church. It evangelizes, educates, stimulates 
spiritual growth, ministers, and allows for 
fellowship and worship.

“Further, the Bible is the center of our 
study just as it is at the center of the official 
Golden Gate seal. The whole Bible is the 
basis of our study—the part that tells how 
people are to be saved and the part that 
tells how saved people are to live.”

Sizing up the seminary’s location, Pinson 
said, “We are located in a microcosm of 
what the rest of the country seems destined 
to become—a multi-ethnic urban complex 
laced with cults, sects, and the full range of 
human needs.”

In closing, he noted, “We are not only 
involved in studying missions, but we are a 
key ingredient in the mission strategy for a 
huge area with millions of lost people. And 
as such, we must be committed to excel
lence.” (BP) %

Baptist woman named chaplain 
of male prison in Virginia

RICHMOND—Marjorie Lee Bailey, the 
first woman ordained to the ministry by a 
Southern Baptist church in Virginia, has 
added another “first” to her ministerial 
calling. She has been appointed senior chap
lain for the Virginia State Penitentiary.

According to George F. Ricketts, execu
tive director of the Chaplain Service of the 
Churches of Virginia, Inc., Miss Bailey is 
the nation’s first female chaplain assigned to 
an adult male maximum security prison.

Chaplain Bailey, who has served inmates 
of the Virginia Correctional Center for 
Women in Goochland, Va., since 1966, will 
be assisted by another Southern Baptist, 
Russell A. Ford.

Before assuming the work of chaplain she 
was a mission center director for Richmond 
Baptist Association and a Home Mission 
Board Baptist Center worker in New Or
leans. (BP)

Librarians to hear Hill, 
Anderson at Oct. meet

The West Tennessee Library Conference 
will meet at Dyersburg First Church on 
Oct. 17-18, according to Jean Adkinson, 
state church media services consultant.

Adkinson said that the conference is 
intended for persons already involved in the 
library work of the local church or persons 
interested in library work.

Glynn Hill, consultant, church library 
department, Baptist Sunday School Board, 
will be covering the topic of selecting and 
using audiovisuals. Hill joined the board’s 
church library department staff in 1962, 
following a five-year pastorate in North 
Carolina. Previously, he served as a pastor 
in Georgia.

Jacqulyn Anderson, who holds a similar 
position at the board, will lead sessions 
on classification and cataloging. She holds 
the master of library science degree from 
George Peabody College in Nashville. Prior 
to assuming her position on the church 
library department staff, she was a staff 
member of Griffin (Ga.) First Church. She 
also has served in various types of denomi
national work in Georgia and was a teacher 
of study course materials in church and 
associational training schools.

Sessions on Oct. 17 will begin at 7 p.m.; 
with Oct. 18 sessions being held at 9 a.m., 
12:30 p.m. and 7 p.m.

Adkinson said that pre-registration is 
necessary.

Memphis student participates 
as BSSB youth representative

RIDGECREST, N.C.—Dorothy Harbuck 
of Memphis was one of four youth repre
sentatives who attended the semi-annual 
meeting of the board of trustees of the 
Southern Baptist Sunday School Board in 
August.

Miss Harbuck met with the 81 trustees at 
Ridgecrest Baptist Conference Center here. 
The youth representatives attend the meet
ing to observe at first hand the deliberations 
of the board’s policy making body.

Miss Harbuck, a student at Memphis 
State University and a state Baptist Student 
Union officer, met with the trustees’ sub
committee on Christian development during 
the two-day sessions.
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Renewal conference slated in Oct.
MEMPHIS—A fifth annual National Re

newal Evangelism and Ministry Conference 
for 400 persons from throughout the United 
States will be held Oct. 17-23 at the Georgia 
Baptist Assembly in Toccoa.

Sponsored by the Southern Baptist Home 
Mission Board and Brotherhood Commis
sion, the conference will emphasize the 
equipping of Southern Baptist lay leaders, 
pastors and denominational leaders in the 
process of renewal.

David Haney, director of the lay renewal 
department at the commission, said the con
ferees will examine focus events and on
going renewal strategies for developing life
style evangelism and ministry during the 
first four days of the conference.

Special workshops are planned for re
newal consultants, adults, youth and chil
dren’s coordinators, small group leaders, 
and denominational leaders, Haney said.

During the last three days of the con
ference, known as the second session, the 
participants will experience the dynamics

Churches warned costs 
of literature to grow

NASHVILLE—Church literature order 
forms for the April-May-June 1978 quarter, 
reflecting the first literature price increases 
by the Southern Baptist Sunday School 
Board in two years, should be in the hands 
of all church leaders by Jan. 1, 1978.

The literature rate increase, which will 
be effective April 1, 1978, was approved 
by Sunday School Board trustees at their 
August meeting. Early announcements of 
the increases are being made to help 
churches plan for their 1978 budgets.

The increases, when applied to sample 
church orders of varying order size, aver
aged 10 percent. The increases were neces
sary because of the continually higher costs 
of paper, printing, postage, and handling.

The board has absorbed inflationary costs 
of 11 to 13 percent since the April 1, 1976, 
increase. According to a recent survey, the 
Board’s literature prices will remain highly 
competitive with other publishers in the 
religious field.

Ninth Street congregation calls 
North Carolina native as pastor

North Carolina native D. Steve Gouge 
has accepted the call to serve as pastor of 
Ninth Street Church in Erwin. He is already 
on the field.

A graduate of Western Carolina Uni
versity and Southwestern Baptist Theologi
cal Seminary, he comes to Erwin from the 
pastorate of Capitol View Church in Colum
bia, S.C.

of a renewal weekend, the lay renewal spe
cialist said.

Theme of the conference is, “The 
Awakening of the Laity.” Besides Haney, 
principal speakers include Reid Hardin, di
rector of renewal evangelism for the mission 
board; Gene Garrison, pastor of First 
Church, Oklahoma City; James and Mary 
Tillman, Atlanta sociologists; and John Hav- 
lik, director of evangelism editorial services 
for the mission board.

Persons wanting to register or get more 
information should write to Hardin at 1350 
Spring Street, N.W., Atlanta, Georgia 
30309.

Fall revival set 
on Union campus

Ralph Langley, pastor of Willow Mead
ows Church, Houston, Tex., will be the 
evangelist for Union University’s annual 
Fall Revival set for Sept. 26-30. Music 
director for the week of special services will 
be Pat Roper.

Langley has co-authored the book Youth 
Speaks and has written a chapter in Baptists 
See Black. A former pastor of several 
churches in Texas, Alabama, and Florida, 
Langley has been minister at his current 
church for 19 years.

Roper has been in the music ministry 
since 1967 and has worked on church staffs 
as a minister of music and youth. He has 
been a full-time music evangelist since 1976.

Services in G. M. Savage Memorial 
Chapel are open to the public.

Monday, Wednesday, and Friday services 
will begin at 10 a.m. while Tuesday and 
Thursday services start at 9:45 a.m. Evening 
services will be held on Monday, Tuesday, 
and Thursday at 7:00 p.m.

Associational Meeting Changes
In the issue of Aug. 11 Baptist and Re

flector was listed the annual associational 
meetings. Since then some changes in the 
time and places have occurred and correc
tions have been made as follows:

Alpha from morning, afternoon, and 
night, Sept. 13, to morning and night ses
sions at First Church, Hohenwald, Oct. 13. 
There will be no afternoon session.

Madison-Chester continues to meet the 
night of Oct. 17 at Woodland Church, Jack- 
son, but the afternoon and night sessions 
for Oct. 18 will be held at Westover Church, 
Jackson, instead of Union University.

Stewart County continues to meet in night 
sessions Oct. 27 and Oct. 28. The Oct. 27 
meeting remains at Bear Springs Church, 
Dover, but the Oct. 28 night session has 
been changed from Lakeview Circle Church, 
Erin, to Corinth Church, Dover.

Wade Darby, left, TBSC, receives a trust 
fund in the amount of $172,000 from John 
Lloyd Roach, Limestone. The trust fund will 
be used for the corporation’s ministry to the 
elderly.

Service Corp, receives 
$172,000 trust fund

A trust fund in the amount of $172,000 
was presented to the Tennessee Baptist 
Service Corp, last month by John Lloyd 
Roach, Limestone, Tenn.

W. E. Darby, assistant executive director, 
TBSC, told Baptist and Reflector that the 
trust was established from the estates of 
Ben and Virginia Roach, former members 
of Jonesboro First Church. Darby said that 
the trust fund would be used in aiding the 
corporation’s program of providing a min
istry to the elderly.

Roach, son of Ben Roach, has served as 
trustee of the fund. In presenting the trust 
to Darby, he expressed a desire that the gift 
would inspire others to give so that a 
ministry to the elderly could be carried out 
under Baptist auspices in East Tennessee.

West Tennessee pastors to look 
at pastor, laymen relationship

West Tennessee Pastors Conference will 
meet at 11:15 a.m. Oct. 3 on the Union 
University campus in Jackson to examine 
the subject, “The Pastor and His Laymen.”

Speakers will be John Leeson, an execu
tive with Gideon’s International and a mem
ber of Mt. Juliet Church, and David Lawler, 
pastor of Charleston Church.

Library promoter honored
Mrs. C. L. Randall, Memphis-area church 

library promoter, will be honored at a re
tirement reception Sept. 23, 7:30 p.m., at 
Merton Ave. Church, Memphis. She is 
retiring as librarian from that church.

During her years on the staff of the Bap
tist Book Store in Memphis, Mrs. Randall 
assisted many tri-state churches in establish
ing church libraries.
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The suffering servant
By Herschel H. Hobbs

“From that time forth began Jesus 
[CTira/J to shew unto his disciples, how 
that he must go unto Jerusalem, and suffer 
many things of the elders, and chief 
priests and scribes, and be killed, and be 
raised again the third day.”—Matthew 
16:21

Some interpreters hold that it was at this 
time Jesus realized He was going to die. 
However, He had taught this fact in a 
veiled manner from the beginning (John 
2:19, 21-22). It was at this time that He 
began to teach it plainly.

Even though the disciples believed in 
Jesus as the Christ, they still regarded Him 
as a political-military Messiah. They ex
pected Him to “go unto Jerusalem” and set 
up His kingdom. They were not prepared 
for what they heard.

“Must” (dei) expresses a moral and spiri
tual necessity. The verb “go,” “suffer,” “be 
killed,” and “be raised” are all infinitives. It 
was morally and spiritually necessary for 
Him “to go,” “to suffer,” “to be killed,” and 
“to be raised” if He were to provide re
demption for a lost world. And this suffering 
and dying would be at the hands of the 
religious leaders of the Jews. Later He 
added “Gentiles” to the list (Luke 18:32-33).

Again speaking for the Twelve, Peter 
began to rebuke Jesus, saying that such 
should not happen to Him (Matt. 16:22). 
In turn Jesus rebuked Peter, calling him 
Satan (v. 23). So recently he had spoken a 
revelation from God (v. 17). But now he 
spoke words from Satan. It was the devil’s 
temptation all over again for Jesus to avoid 
the cross.

In response to Peter’s misguided effort, 
Jesus actually handed a cross to each of 
His followers—then and now (vv. 24-26). 
As He will bear His cross to the place of 

crucifixion—for us—so we must be willing 
to do the same—for Him. It was thus that 
He fulfilled the purpose of His being. It is 
thus also that we fulfill the purpose of our 
being as His disciples. If we are joint heirs 
of His glory, we are also joint heirs of His 
suffering (Rom. 8:17).

Of course, Jesus’ suffering on the cross 
was redemptive—something which only He 
could do. But as He suffered during His 
ministry prior to the cross in revealing God 
to men, so must we suffer as we proclaim 
God’s gospel to men.

HISTORICALLY
FROM THE FILES

50 YEARS AGO
Mrs. R. L. Harris, state WMU 

president, was injured in an automo
bile accident which occurred near 
Maryville, when the car in which she, 
her mother, two sisters, and an aunt 
were riding skidded and overturned 
twice.

J. P. Massengill of Smyrna Church 
welcomed the Tennessee Valley As
sociation as host pastor. Fourteen 
churches reported and eight were en
listed in the Unified Program. There 
were 119 baptisms reported. W. A. 
Moffatt of Dayton was re-elected mod
erator, Massengill clerk-treasurer, and 
M. D. Hinds elected assistant mod
erator.

25 YEARS AGO

Devotional

The seed
By Joan Hester

Golden wheat swaying in the afternoon 
breeze is a beautiful sight. Soon it will be 
harvested to feed the people of the world. 
Did it just happen? In John 12:24 Jesus 
said, “Except a corn of wheat fall into the 
ground and die, it abideth alone: but if it 
die, it bringeth forth much fruit.” The 
golden wheat awaiting harvest is possible 
because the wheat seed died as they germi
nated into new life.

As it is in the physical world so it is in 
the spiritual world. “He that loveth his life 
shall lose it; and he that hateth his life in 
this world shall keep it into life eternal.” 
(John 12:25) New lives are bom into the 
kingdom of God when there is a witness, 
when there is care, when there is love. 
Someone dies to his desires that others 
might live. Church reaching out as effective 
lifelines are individuals denying themselves, 
burying their time, talent, and possessions 
to have them multiplied in the “bom again” 
lives of men, women, boys, and girls.

This was supremely illustrated in the life 
of Christ. As a powerful earthly Messiah, 
He would have made a name for Himself. 
However, after His death His mighty acts 
would have slowly faded into the dusty 
annals of history to be forgotten. But as He 
trudged up Calvary’s hill allowing the nails 
to pierce His limbs and the jeers of the 
angry mob to resound in His ears, He was 
obedient to a death that gave spiritual life 
to countless multitudes who have knelt 
beneath the cross. Even now it is a death 
that continually gives life to all who ask.

A spiritual drought plagues our world. 
Where are our golden wheat fields laden 
with the fruit that will feed the world 
spiritually? They lie lifeless waiting to be 
born when the seeds decide to “live” by 
“dying.”

Mrs. Hester is secretary at Gracey Avenue 
Church, Clarksville.

Pastorate offered to Chastain
Garvin Chastain was called as pastor of 

Friendship Church, Delano. He was a for
mer pastor of that church and also served 
Hiwassee Union Church in Reliance and 
Oak Grove Church in Benton.

He is a native of Polk County.

Wilson Chapel Church, Duck River 
Association, less than two years old, 
broke ground for a $30,000 building.

Broadway Church, Knoxville, ob
served the 13th anniversary of Ram
sey Pollard as pastor.

10 YEARS AGO
David Irby, a former director of 

Union University, Memphis extension, 
was named dean of students at Union.

Harpeth Heights Church, Nashville, 
planned to dedicate its new $200,000 
educational building and sanctuary. 
Members of the building committee 
were Howard Friedli, chairman; Mrs. 
Jack Herndon, and Richard F. Hill. 
Earl J. Calvert was pastor.

New England Baptist leader 
to begin New York church

NORTHBORO, Mass.—Elmer Sizemore, 
a veteran of nearly 20 years in Southern 
Baptist mission work in the northeastern 
United States, will move to New York City, 
Oct. 1, to begin a new English-speaking 
Southern Baptist church on Manhattan 
Island.

The Kentucky native has served in the 
Northeast since 1959 when he was ap
pointed by the Southern Baptist Home Mis
sion Board to serve in the entire area north 
of Maryland.

Sizemore’s move to Manhattan will fill a 
gap in Southern Baptist work. Currently, 
Southern Baptists minister to 17 different 
ethnic groups in the area but need a strong 
church for English-speaking persons. (BP)

Page 6 Baptist and Reflector



Which. Route Should.
Your 

Retirement Take?
Three months will pass quickly!
That’s why I thought I’d better 

talk to you seriously about this 
whole matter.

On January 1, the new Southern 
Baptist Retirement Program 
begins officially, and old “Plan A” 
closes to new members.

After that date, coverage for 
new participants automatically 
goes into the new plan.

Now, how does this affect you?
Maybe a lot. Maybe not at all.

It all depends on what program 
you’re in now.

If you’re active in Plan “A10” or 
“Al 1,” having joined or transferred 
to Plan “A” since July 1, 1954, 
you must decide before January 1 
whether to stay put or enter 
the new program.

Most members over age 35 will 
probably want to remain in their 
current plan.

To help you decide, a 
Comparative Member Benefit 
Statement will be mailed in 
September. The statement will 
compare benefits under your

YOU HAVE 
THREE MONTHS 

TO DECIDE!

present participation with what 
you’ll get if you transfer to the 
new program.

Study it closely! Then make 
your decision!

Now, one more important 
Question: “Which Route Should 
Your Retirement Program Take?”

Whether you stay in the old or 
transfer to the new program, let 
me urge you to make sure your 
church has you on ROUTE 10 in 
your retirement planning.

ROUTE
YOUR 

DIRECT 
ROUTE

TO 
FAMILY 
SECURITY

Serving Those who jerve The Tjord

ROUTE 10 is a symbol designed, 
to remind Southern Baptist 
churches to adopt a percentage of 
total compensation for retirement 
planning.

We recommend strongly that 
each church contribute at least 
10 per cent of total compensation 
into the retirement plan for 
every minister and employee. 
This is the minimum for building 
a retirement program. Of course, 
your church can put up to 20 per 
cent under tax shelter provisions 
for you for an even more adequate 
retirement.

The minimum is important 
whether you enter the new 
program or stay in the current 
plan.

One major objective is for you 
to have the best retirement 
provision that can be designed.

If you have any questions, 
please call the toll free WATS 
number 1-800-527-4767. The 
operator will gladly help you!

Darold H. Morgan, President

ANNUITY BOARD, SOUTHERN BAPTIST CONVENTION / 511 NORTH AKARD BUILDING / DALLAS, TEXAS 75201
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EDITORIALS

“What’s so bad about ‘Soap’?”
The much-publicized new ABC-TV series “Soap” has now 

been shown to the American television-viewing public—and 
according to early rating reports, about one-half of the television 
sets were tuned in.

As expected, the network and the affiliate stations’ response 
is, “What’s all the furor about? It’s no worse than other shows!”

Unfortunately, that statement has some truth in it. Many 
television programs do depict and describe questionable situa
tions. So, what’s so bad about “Soap”?

First, “Soap” has gone to the obnoxious extreme of trying to 
deal with every conceivable form of sexual and immoral 
perversion—apparently in every episode. Although some other 
TV series have come fairly close, no other program has the 
premise of total immorality as the total plot.

Secondly, “Soap” is an obvious test by ABC-TV to see just 
how far the viewing public will let the network go. During the 
past decade, there has been a gradual, but consistent increase in 
sex and immorality on television. Without regard for its 
responsibility to the public (or even to its own affiliate stations), 
the network has used their stated guidelines of “innovation” and 
“courage of our convictions” to see what we will tolerate. In 
this sense, the reaction to “Soap”—good, bad, or indifferent— 
will set the trend for TV’s future.

Maybe “Soap” is not that much worse than other things on 
television. However, this should not be used to silence the critics 
of “Soap,” but rather to cause us to become more vocal in our 
objections to other TV programs.

The vast amount of publicity given to “Soap” could work two 
ways: it did bring a huge audience to last week’s first episode, 
but the publicity will also lead concerned citizens to evaluate 
what television is bringing into their homes.

In response to several requests, we are printing a list of the 
sponsors of the Sept. 13 “Soap.” These are:

Lee Filter Division, 191 Talmadge Road, Edison, NJ 08817
Mem Company, Union Avenue Extension, Northvale, NJ 

07647
Bic Pen Corporation, Wiley Street, Milford CT 09460
Vlasic Foods Inc., 33200 West 14 Mile Road, W. Bloomfield, 

MI 48033
Max Factor, 1622 Hollywood St., Hollywood, CA 90028
Jovan Inc., 875 North Michigan, Chicago, IL 60611.
We express our commendation to WHBQ-TV, the Memphis 

affiliate of ABC-TV, for their responsible decision not to 
telecast “Soap” at all. Earlier the station had decided not to 
carry the program in prime time, but there was consideration 
for a tape-delayed, late-night time period.

WHBQ-TV’s co Hill .endable decision now is not to telecast
the program during any time period.

This is the second of Tennessee’s six ABC-TV stations to 
make such a decision. WBBJ in Jackson also has chosen not to 
carry the questionable series.

Association time
The Owner and the Would-be Owners

A'‘BEHOLD,THE HEAVEN ANDTHE HEAVEN OF HEAVENS 
ISTHE LORDS THY GOD, THE EARTH ALSO WITHALL THAT
\6 THEREIN?

The children are back in school. The night breeze has just a 
touch of chill. The trees are beginning to show hues of gold and 
red.

This week, the calendar reminds us that it is fall. And fall is 
the season of annual Baptist associational meetings.

A few of Tennessee’s 68 associations have already met, but 
between now and Oct. 29 other messengers from our churches 
will be gathering in their annual sessions.

Your church cooperates directly and independently with three 
Baptist bodies—the local association, the Tennessee Baptist 
Convention, and the Southern Baptist Convention. Your church 
is entitled to send messengers to the annual meetings of all three 
organizations.

It is important that you and your church be represented at 
all of these meetings, when possible. Distance often prohibits 
messengers from attending the Southern Baptist Convention and 
even the state convention.

However, it is possible for messengers and visitors from your 
church to attend the associational meeting to learn about and 
share in the work of our denomination.

There will be the appointment of important co Hill ittees,
election of officers, adoption of next year’s budget, determination
of plans and emphases—just to name a few of the important 
items to be faced.

Associational meetings are important to you, to your church, 
to our denomination, and to the cause of Christ.
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Cicero’s 
comment

By the editor

“Cicero, I have an article for the Baptist 
and Reflector about my retirement,” said 
Rev. Phil Paul Pitts, well-known filler of 
vacant pulpits. “After 37 years as a supply 
preacher, I will be retiring on Sept. 30.”

Cicero noted that this was a little unusual, 
but agreed that it was worthy of a news 
item. “How did you get into this unique 
ministry?,” Cicero asked.

“It all started back in about 1940 when 
I realized that a lot of churches didn’t have 
pastors, and therefor their pulpits needed 
filling,” Phil Paul Pitts recalled. “Over these 
years I have preached in about 1,900 differ
ent churches.”

“That’s a lot of miles and travel time,” I 
exclaimed. ✓

“Yes, it is,” Pitt acceded. “But the time I 
spend traveling to different churches means 
that I have to spend less time in sermon 
preparation. My two sermons have been 
preached more times than R. G. Lee’s ‘Pay
day Someday.’ You might say I get a lot of 
mileage out of my sermons!”

Phil continued, “Another advantage is 
clothes. Since I’m in a different church each 
Sunday, I can wear the same suit—Sunday 
after Sunday—and nobody notices.”

Cicero interrupted. “You mean you never 
went back to any of those 1,900 churches 
to supply again?”

“Only once,” Phil confessed. “They had 
changed the name of the church and built a 
new building, so I didn’t realize it was a 
repeat. Fortunately, my two sermons are so 
boring that none of the members remem
bered hearing them before. Usually I don’t 
have that problem—very few churches ever 
invite me back.”

Cicero wondered how Phil copes with 
the bane of all supply preachers—what to 
do all Sunday afternoon.

“I soon discovered that the host family 
and the supply preacher would sit around 
the living room and ask each other about 
families, jobs, and churches,” Pitts dug from 
his memory. “So I just put all my questions 
and answers on my pocket tape recorder, 
turned it on, and dozed off.”

As Phil was leaving my office, he asked 
a favor. “When you write up the article 
about my retirement as a pulpit supply 
preacher, oould you add that I will be 
available for full-time pastorates?”

.dettent to Sdctot...
Letters on any religion-related subject are welcomed. Letters of over 300 words 
will not be used. Other letters may be shortened at the discretion of the editor. 
No unsigned letters will be printed, but writer’s name will be withheld for 
sufficient reason. Letters must contain complete address.

Retirement age
Dear editor:

I was glad to read in the Baptist and 
Reflector (Aug. 25) that several people are 
voicing their opposition to our policy of 
mandatory retirement for persons over 65.

I concur with this position, for I am a 
graduate of a Baptist college, and I have 
watched as our institution lost dedicated and 
talented teachers. These teachers were forced 
to “retire,” so some of them went to work 
for other colleges. Therefore, another col
lege received the benefit of their expertise.

Many persons who are 65 are still alert 
and active. They have a wealth of knowl
edge and wisdom that can only be gained 
through experience. There are many factors 
other than chronological age that affect an 
individual’s productivity.

The article stated that Wayne Oates 
suggested that the senior citizens should be 
used in “consultative and advisory” posi
tions. Surely our Baptist institutions would 
benefit from such a practice.

These are a few reasons why I feel we 
should re-examine our policy.

If you could give me information con
cerning how such policies are made and 
amended, I would appreciate it.

Diane Robinette
Rt. 5
Seymour, TN 37865

The convention-elected board (trustees) 
of any Tennessee Baptist Convention insti
tution has the responsibility of determining 
the retirement age of that institution’s em
ployees. Because there are many factors 
involved, these boards seem to adhere con
sistently to the presently accepted retire
ment age of 65. (editor)

God loves murderers
Dear editor:

I read with interest the article “Son of 
Sam” in the Baptist and Reflector (Sept. 8).

My heart began to leap as I read of this 
man, a converted Jew, struggling to share 
his new-found life in Christ with others. 
Then to know the (reported) outcome of 
his life as we see it now, clouded by the 
dark circle of sin.

My first thoughts of this man were those 
probably shared by many others—thoughts 
of fear, hate, disgust, a man deeply sick in 
the depths of his mind. I thought, too, of 

the victims of his (alleged) brutal outbursts.
Then my thoughts went back to the 

Sunday School lesson for Aug. 28, “Murder 
—Act or Attitude.” Through that lesson I 
realized that I, too, am a murderer; not in 
the sense of actually taking someone’s life— 
but in attitude. I see now that I am guilty, 
as most of us are, of the crime of murder 
as Jesus taught it.

In all our lack of understanding of God’s 
supreme love, how can we look upon this 
man through the eyes of Jesus? How far can 
the compassion of human love reach? How 
can we ignore the cries of anguish of the 
families who felt the harsh blow of one 
man’s (alleged) outcry against the world? 
Even so, how can we ignore the one who 
is crying out?

Can we even try to comprehend the love 
of God? Even in our bitterness and fear of 
this man, do we dare offer a twinge of 
compassion? Do we dare to allow the strings 
of our heart to be pricked by God’s perfect 
love? Can we in our secure place in Christ 
purposely overlook a broken man in whom 
all the ugliness of sin is heaped upon? As 
Christ taught us the depths of the meaning 
of murder, He also taught us to look beyond 
the sin to the sinner, only in love as we hate 
the sin.

In my tiny understanding of God’s love, 
I cannot believe that God turns His face 
from me and ceases His love toward men 
when I am guilty of the attitude of murder. 
Does God love one kind of murderer, and 
turn His back on the other? I think not. 
Somehow I believe His love stretches far 
beyond the bounds of human understanding. 
This love is stretching not only in His 
heavenly place, but down to man to root 
out the limitedness of human love, only to 
replace it with His perfect, agape love.

(Mrs.) Rosemary Hadley 
409 Park St.
Covington, TN 38019

Bartlett staffer accepts call 
to fill Munford church pulpit

Michael Wesley Owens, associate pastor 
and activities director at Bartlett Church, 
Bartlett, since early this spring, was called 
as pastor of Munford Church, Munford. He 
is scheduled to begin his service there Sept. 
25.

Owens is a graduate of Union University 
and received the master of divinity degree 
from Southwestern Baptist Theological 
Seminary.
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Mission Service Corps defined, by committee
NASHVILLE — A special committee 

studying formation of the Mission Service 
Corps, which will be designed to put 5,000 
volunteers on Southern Baptist home and 
foreign mission fields by 1982, has agreed 
on a definition for the MSC and the need 
for a steering committee to coordinate the 
committee’s continuing work.

At a meeting here, characterized by -a 
strong sense of excitement about the MSC 
concept which grew out of action at the 
1977 Southern Baptist Convention in Kansas 
City, the committee also heard reports from 
the SBC Home and Foreign Mission Boards, 
representatives of state conventions and 
others on suggested MSC implementation.

The committee will collate the volumi
nous information and make specific recom
mendations to the SBC Executive Commit
tee, Sept. 19-21 in Nashville. By October, 
committee members said, data will be avail
able on the process a person must follow 
in signing up for a one or two-year term of 
service in cooperation with the Home or 
Foreign Mission Board, state conventions, 
or associations.

President Jimmy Carter, whose pastor, 
Charles Trentham of First Church, Wash
ington, attended the meeting, sent a telegram 
to the committee expressing thanks “for the 
responsiveness with which you are working 
out the means for doubling our mission

This announcement is neither an offer to sell nor a solicitation of an 
offer to buy these securities. The offering is made by prospectus only.

FIRST MORTGAGE CHURCH BONDS 
ISSUED BY

FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH
404 E. LAFAYETTE STREET 

JACKSON, TENNESSEE 
(A Tennessee Corporation)

$1,000,000

VARIABLE INTEREST COUPON BONDS
87o 8{7o 9Vo 917®

Interest payable semi-annually March 1 and September 1 and at 
maturity. Bonds issued in denominations of $500.00, $1,000.00 and 
$5,000.00. Price 100% plus accrued interest.

Interest Rate Maturity From
Per Annum Date of Issue 9/1/77

8% 1 % Years to 41/2 Years
81/2 % 5 Years to 8I/2 Years

9% 9 Years to 12 Years
91/2 % 12 V2 Years to 15 Years

*

Subject to prior sale

For Further Information and a copy of the Prospectus 
Call or Write

CHURCH FINANCE, INC.
P.O. Box 2087, 518 East Capitol Street 

Suite 202 
Jackson, Mississippi 39205 
Telephone (601) 948-1920

personnel in the next five years. May I 
encourage you to allow no complexity or 
problem to slow down the process of so 
challenging our people.”

Concept for MSC grew out of a recom
mendation Carter, an active Southern Bap
tist layman, made via videotape to the 
1977 SBC annual meeting.

The MSC definition agreed on by the 
committee, made up of a wide range of 
Southern Baptist leadership, says: “The Mis
sion Service Corps is a plan for enlisting 
and utilizing Southern Baptists to give full 
time for a period of one or two years in 
mission work under the direction of the 
Southern Baptist Foreign Mission Board, 
Home Mission Board, state mission board, 
or association. These persons may support 
themselves financially or their support may 
come from gifts by individuals, groups of 
individuals, churches, groups of churches, 
or others. This support should be designated 
other than the Cooperative Program, the 
Lottie Moon, Annie Armstrong, or state mis
sion offerings. The personnel and projects 
shall be subject to the approval of the 
mission agencies involved.”

The committee asked MSC committee 
chairman W. Ches Smith, a pastor from 
Tifton, Ga., and also Executive Committee 
chairman, to appoint the steering committee 
in cooperation with mission board leaders.

Committee members and guests invited to 
give input urged that the MSC concept be 
implemented so that it will enhance the 
SBC’s ongoing mission work and not run 
counter to it. (BP)

BUILD

includes social area, offices, Sunday
school rooms, nursery, choir, sanctuary 
to 900people and sanctuary furnishings. 
Built more than 30 times to date in the Southeast.

We are also metal building specialists.

* I!1

write for free 
information 

or call

(803) 268-6164
Gymnasium Plan - masonry (803) 235-7031 nights 
construction - basic building (803) 268-7297 
cost$18.0Ci/SF. Expandable
Christian school structure 
also available.

KING'S INC.
Box 3661 Park Place 

Greenville, South Carolina 29608
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By Jim Griffith
As many churches enter the Fall stewardship campaign, it is well to remember that 

in this day of soaring costs, churches are not coin operated.
The story has it that one day a man was caught in a rainstorm while walking through 

the woods. To keep dry, he crawled into a hollow log.
But alas!—the rainwater swelled the log to such an extent that the man was in danger 

of being crushed to death.
Feeling certain that he was going to die, the man started thinking about his church, and 

suddenly remembered his budget pledge.
The amount of the pledge was so small that it made him feel very little—so little, in 

fact, that he was able to crawl out of the shrinking log.
Man is never so large as when he is honest with God as a faithful steward of his 

possessions and never so small as when he robs God of the tithes and offerings which 
rightfully belong in the service of Christ’s Kingdom.

Bible puzzle
Answers on page 14

ACROSS

1 “and — the 
sacrifices” (Psa. 106)

4 “which is —” 
(Gal. 4)

8 Biblical character 
(1 Chron. 24 :26)

12 Electrified particle
13 Uncommon
14 Weather word
15 “the------that Jesus 

did” (John 4)
18 El —
19 Son of Zilpah

(Gen. 35:26)
20 Coat material 

(Ex. 28:39)
23 Vases
25 Man’s name
26 Rocky cliff
27 Foot part

30 “And the--------- ” 
(Lev.15)

33 Letter
34 London elevator
35 “to take thy — also” 

(Luke 6)
36 Lack
37 Pigeon peas
38 Astir
41 Wading bird
43 “they------” 

(Matt. 27)
48 “God did —” 

(Heb. 4)
49 Bit
50 Sense organ
51 Table scraps
52 Suffix denoting 

inhabitants
53 Compass readings

DOWN

1 East of Bethel 
(Gen. 12:8; poss.)

2 Pedal digit
3 Letter abbr.
4 Biblical character 

(1 Chron. 3:21)
5 Brother of 19 

Across: poss.
6 “put on the----------” 

(Rom 13)
7 David’s follower 

(IKi. 1:8)
8 Metal
9 “let — esteem” 

(Phil. 2)
10 River
11 Unique thing
16 Begins
17 “The - of the 

mountains” (Job 39)
20 It covers all sins 

(Prov. 10:12)
21 Angers
22 Headland
24 Float
26 Roman numeral
27 Indonesian boat
28 And others: abbr.
29 Sheets: abbr.
31 Gladden
32 Daughter of Caleb 

(1 Chron.2:49)
36 “and they built —” 

(2 Ki. 25)
37 “a continual —” 

(Jer. 52:34; pl.)
38 Hair style
39 Mark land for 

plowing: Scot.
40 Kiln
42 Kind of cheese
44 Cause for 

arrest: abbr.
45 Commandments
46 Light (Prov. 6:23)
47 Time periods: abbr.
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Religious educators hold 
session on SWBTS campus

FORT WORTH—Russell Noel, minister 
of education at First Church, Tulsa, Okla., 
was elected president at the 57th annual 
meeting of the Southwestern Baptist Re
ligious Education Association here.

Other officers elected by some 260 per
sons attending the meeting at Southwestern 
Baptist Theological Seminary here were 
three vice-presidents, Norman Fromm of 
East Texas Baptist College, Marshall; 
Truman Kerr, associate pastor, Broadmoor 
Church, Shreveport; and Bobbie Sorrill, 
director of the education division, Woman’s 
Missionary Union, Birmingham. Hazel 
Rogers, adult Sunday School consultant, 
Baptist General Convention of Texas, 
Dallas, was elected membership secretary, 
and Jeroline Baker, associate professor, 
Southwestern Seminary, was named secre
tary-treasurer.

A series of speakers urged the educators 
to be effective to not be afraid of seeking 
feedback from the people they serve and to 
learn how “to love, live, and use the Bible.” 
(BP)

Church Buses For Sale

One good '69 Ford, 54 pass., new 
motor, good road bus. One '67 Ford, 
54 pass., extra good. Two '69 Fords, 
66 pass., 2-speed rear axle, good 
road buses. One '67 Chev., 54 pass., 
good bus. One '67 Chev., 66 pass., 
A-l, excellent road bus. Clarence Kirk, 
Route 2, Box 112, Ethridge, TN 38456. 
Phone 615-762-2729 or 615-762-2603.
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Strong national leadership 
seen as vital to missions

RICHMOND—The strength of mission 
work, either in Nigeria or anywhere else, lies 
in the strength of its national leadership, 
Emmanuel Dahunsi, general secretary of the 
Nigerian Baptist Convention, said here.

The Nigerian Baptist leader visited the 
Southern Baptist Foreign Mission Board 
home office during a recent trip to the 
United States, his first visit to the States in 
22 years.

Dahunsi, who received his advance educa
tion in the States, pointed out that Southern 
Baptist missionaries have always worked to 
train Nigerians to do the work. Decisions 
relating to the Nigerian Baptist Convention, 
an outgrowth of Southern Baptists’ 127 
years of missionary efforts in the West 
African nation, are made by the conven
tion. Offices in the convention which mis
sionaries held for years are now all held by 
Nigerians.

With this foundation from which to work, 
missionaries serving in Nigeria continue to 
encourage strong national leadership, the 
Nigerian Baptist leader said.

The major opportunities open for mis
sionaries in his country now, he said, are 
for people who want to serve in medicine 
and education.

“It is not easy at all to obtain visas for 
missionaries,” Dahunsi said. “For example, 
if we say now we want a missionary advisor

Fordtown church extends call 
to Lawrence, Miss, pastor

Beginning his first Tennessee pastorate, 
William Jefferies has accepted the call to 
serve at Fordtown Church in Kingsport. He 
is already on the field, coming from the 
pastorate of Lawrence (Miss.) Church.

Jefferies is a graduate of Clark Memorial 
College in Newton, Miss. He was also a 
pastor in Houston, Miss., and an associate 
pastor in Tupelo, Miss. He is a native of 
Durham, N.C.

MUSICIANS — 
AT LAST!

A book holder that 
really secures the pages

$7.95
postpaid

of any size hymnal or music album.
Ideal for piano, organ, or music stands. 
Made of sturdy creme-colored thermo-plastic.
Satisfaction guaranteed or money refunded.

Peterson Enterprises, P.O. Box 7351 
Fort Wayne, Indiana 46807

(field evangelist) and we apply, we can't 
get the visa. But in medicine and education 
as the needs arise, the government itself will 
be very happy to apply for visas. . . .”

The mission work done in Nigeria has 
changed on the institutional level. Some 
of the schools and medical services are 
still completely in the control of the Ni
gerian Baptist Convention. But most Baptist 
schools are now at least partially govern
ment controlled. The government also has 
control of the Baptist medical institutions, 
with the exception of the hospital at Eku.

Dahunsi indicated that government con
trol extends to salary and personnel matters, 
but that Baptist identity and the Christian 
witness are being maintained.

Before the institutions came under gov
ernment supervision, Nigerian workers at 
the Baptist institutions had been quitting 
to take government jobs because government 
salaries and benefits were better, he said. 
With the government in control of salary 
and personnel matters, the Nigerian workers 
are willing to remain at Baptist institutions. 
Salaries of missionaries serving in institu
tions controlled by the government continue 
to be paid by the Foreign Mission Board.

Other changes are taking place in the area 
of politics and religion in Nigeria. Dahunsi 
said a much greater Muslim influence exists 
in the Nigerian government. This influence 
may change the court system. Christians of 
all denominations throughout the country 
are cooperating in an effort to assure re
ligious freedom for both Muslim and Chris
tian citizens, he said.

Communists are trying to infiltrate into 
different aspects of the life of the nation, 
according to Dahunsi.

Discussing inter-Christian cooperation, 
Dahunsi noted that Christian groups in 
Nigeria are cooperating in a new translation 
of the Bible for Nigerians. Dahunsi was 
selected from among all the Christian lead
ers of the nation to do the translation.

Dahunsi was educated at Southern Bap
tist mission schools, Virginia Union Uni
versity in Richmond and Southern Baptist 
Theological Seminary, Louisville, Ky. He 
was ordained at Ebenezer Church in Rich
mond in 1951. He has served Nigeria as an 
educator and pastor as well as an officer in 
the Nigerian Baptist Convention. (BP)

Opera-Style Choir Chairs For Sale
58 Opera-style Chairs in gold—good con
dition—for sale. Please contact Central 
Baptist Church, 901 Woodmore Lane, Chat
tanooga, Tenn., Phone (615) 624-4678, if 
interested.
— —■■■■■ I. .1 7~ , ■■ =

Five of six
(Continued from page 1)

statistics in Christian Yearbook, only 1.9 
percent of Japan’s 113,500,000 people are 
Christians, Hays pointed out.

In the 30 post-World War II years of its 
history, the Japan Baptist Convention has 
grown from 16 churches with 500 members 
to 175 churches and 76 missions with 
24,345 members, Hays said. He reported 
that during the convention’s recent 30th 
anniversary celebration one speaker said, 
“Southern Baptists, through their mission
aries, brought to us the spirit of evangelism.”

But Hays noted that much work yet 
remains to be done. The city of Osaka, 
for example, has only two churches and 
one mission for a population of 2,752,706.

In Okinawa, Hays said, the president of 
the Okinawa Baptist Convention recently 
requested three new missionaries. After sev
eral years of waiting, one couple was ap
pointed and now is in orientation. But this 
couple will replace another couple retiring 
in October 1978, leaving the need for the 
three new missionaries still unmet.

The board approved $66,610 for relief 
work and $41,570 in projects to alleviate 
world hunger, and provided funds to help 
Ethiopian missionary families get set up in 
housekeeping again. These families had to 
leave behind their household goods and 
personal effects when forced to leave Ethi
opia earlier this year.

Executive Director Baker J. Cauthen re
ported to the board that relief and hunger 
contributions channeled through the Foreign 
Mission Board so far this fiscal year total 
approximately $600,000. This is about half 
the amounts received for the same periods 
in the past two years but far above the 
average of $50,000 a year received before 
natural disasters in Guatemala, Honduras, 
and other areas awakened Southern Baptists 
to the need for such contributions. (BP)

Three US-2 workers 
begin Tenn, service

ATLANTA—Twenty-nine college gradu
ates—including six married couples—recent
ly underwent orientation following their se
lection as US-2 missionaries of the Southern 
Baptist Home Mission Board here.

Three of the 29 will serve in Tennessee 
under the program in which young people 
work for two years in home missions.

Mr. and Mrs. Stan Albright have been 
assigned to Gatlinburg, doing resort min
istries in the Great Smoky Mountain Na
tional Park area. Both are natives of Ala
bama and graduates of Auburn University.

Mike DuVal will do chaplaincy work 
with the Memphis Correctional Center. A 
native of Virginia, DuVal is a graduate of 
Bluefield College and University of Rich
mond. (BP)
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Memphis to host national conference 
on evangelism for rural churches

MEMPHIS—The first nation-wide evan
gelism conference designed specifically for 
rural church leadership will be held here 
Sept. 26-28.

The National Rural Evangelism Con
ference, co-sponsored by the Home Mission 
Board mass evangelism department and 
rural urban mission department, features 
12 conferences tailored to rural church 
needs.

“We hope to inspire and equip the rural 
church leadership to do a more effective job 
in evangelism,” said Ken Carter, HMB 
director of small church and revival evan
gelism.

The conference has no registration fee 
and the only cost is room and board.

“It is important to magnify the role of 
the small church pastor,” Carter empha
sized. “We’ve got 23,000 churches which 
have 300 or less members. These pastors 
must feel they are doing God’s will—not on 
a stepping stone to a larger church.”

C. B. Hogue, director of the HMB evan
gelism section, said, “Pastors in these rural 
churches need training, motivation, and the 
knowledge that we care about them and 
their work. We do care and we’re not only 

telling them that; we’re showing them with 
this conference.

“Evangelization (one of the two Bold 
Mission Thrust emphases) means rural as 
well as city,” Hogue emphasized. “The 
constituency of the rural church is changing 
from farm-oriented persons to sophisticated 
city dwellers with new educational and so
cial interests. We must help the rural church 
adapt.”

North Carolina Board elects 
associate general secretary

RALEIGH, N.C.—Roy J. Smith has 
been elected as the first associate general 
secretary of the Baptist State Convention 
of North Carolina. He will serve under 
Cecil Ray, the convention’s chief admin
istrator.

Smith, a North Carolina native, has di
rected the convention’s town and country 
missions/Seminary Extension department 
since 1967, and previously served as a 
Southern Baptist home missionary and be
fore that as a pastor. He is a graduate of 
Wake Forest University and Southeastern 
Baptist Theological Seminary. (BP)

Middle Tennessee ministers 
to discuss base of 'authority7 
“The Authority of Baptist Ministers” will 

be the topic discussed at the Oct. 3 meeting 
of the Middle Tennessee Pastors Confer
ence, according to Roger Abington, pastor 
of First Church, Goodlettsville, who is 
program vice-president of the group.

The conference will meet at 10:30 a.m. 
in Room 103 at the Baptist Sunday School 
Board building in Nashville.

Conference president John Daley, pastor 
of Nashville’s Brook Hollow Church, said 
that all pastors and church staff workers in 
the middle Tennessee area are invited to 
attend.

HOLY LAND PLUS 
Vienna - Jordan (Petra) - Switzerland 

Dec. 26-Jan. 4
Masada included in Israel 

First Class $1059 
For details and registration contact 

Ansell T. Baker 
First Baptist Church 
Athens, TN 37303 

“Join my 10th Holy Land Tour”

We’ve* Discovered a New Way to 
Deliver Your Mail Orders!

When making a Baptist Book Store* purchase
by phone or mail, send it to your regional Mail Order Center.

Persons in zip code areas beginning with 370, 371, 372, 384, 
and 385 order from:

Baptist Book Store Mail Order Center 4
P.O. Box 24420 Nashville, TN. 37202

(615) 251-2094
Zip codes 380, 381, 382, 383 order from:

Baptist Book Store Mail Order Center 
P.O. Box 161121 Memphis, TN. 38116 

(901)345-6525
Note: Zip code 376 continue ordering from Baptist Book Store Mail Order Center, 
P.O. Box 19005, Greensboro, NC 27410.

BAPTIST 
BOOK

Knoxville and Chattanooga customers continue ordering from your local STORES 
store until further notice. And all Tennessee customers continue visiting 
your local Baptist Book Store* as usual —or even more often.

For a free brochure explaining our Mail Order Centers, write 
Baptist Book Stores, 127 Ninth Ave., North • Nashville 37234
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LIFE AND WORK SERIES
Lesson for Sunday, September 25

When is wanting wrong?
By Earl C. Davis, Pastor

First Baptist Church, Memphis, Tennessee

Basic Passages: Exodus 20:17; Ephesians 5:3-5; Luke 12:13-21
Focal Passages: Exodus 20:17; Ephesians 5:3-5; Luke 12:13-21

In the seventh chapter of Joshua is 
recorded a relentless and chilling story of 
the results of covetousness. It is the account 
of how an Israelite soldier, Achan, was 
overwhelmed by desire for possessions which 
belonged to another, namely, God. The 
entire chapter is full of building suspense as 
the soldier’s theft is responsible for the 
Israelite army’s defeat; as the search for the 
guilty party narrows and closes in; as the 
poor man in despair and repentance enu
merates the causes of his folly—a fetching 
Babylonian suit, 200 shekels of silver, and 
50 shekels of gold.

The climax comes swiftly as the crowd 
stones to death not only Achan, but also his 
wife, his children, and all his living posses
sions. As if that were not enough, the 
remains of. this man and his family are 
then burned. And “Thou shalt not covet” 
was surely burned as with a branding iron 
upon the hearts of the Israelites.

It is not only the Old Testament which 
takes this Tenth Word seriously; the New 
Testament bears similar witness to the 
destructive power of covetousness. “Take 
heed, and beware of covetousness: for a 
man’s life consisteth not in the abundance 
of the things which he possesseth” (Luke 
12:15). “Ye lust, and have not: ye kill; ye 
fight and war, yet ye have not: because ye 
ask not” (James 4:2). “For from within, out 
of the heart of men, proceed evil thoughts,

c™ PEW CUSHIONS
A FINE MEMORIAL GIFT

Buy direct from Manufacturer 
—and save

MASTER 
CRAFTED

Ross Ribe's LOVING

NASHVILLE UPHOLSTERING CO. CARE

410 Elm St., Nashville, TN 37203 Phone 615-244-1017

adulteries, fornications, murders, thefts, cov
etousness . . (Mark 7:21-22). “But forni
cation, and all uncleanness, and covetous
ness, let it not be once named among you, 
as becometh saints” (Ephesians 5:3).

This green-eyed monster called covet
ousness needs to be clearly defined first of 
all. The Greek word translated “covetous
ness” means, literally, “have - more.” Cov
etousness is the o’erleaping, grasping desire 
to always have more at any cost. It is then 
obviously wrong to covet the neighbor’s 
wife, or house, or car, or swimming pool— 
so, we get around that by wanting a car like 
Tom’s car, or a bike like Johnny’s bike. 
Listen clearly: this kind of double-talk is 
also wrong if it consumes our thinking. It is 
sinful for me to even desire a bike like 
Johnny’s bike (leaving his actual bike out 
of it)—if that burning desire rules my life.

Covetousness encompasses both the evil 
of wanting the neighbor’s goods, and the 
evil of being ruled by desire for material 
things, even if gained without theft. Our 
desire for “things” cannot be allowed to 
control our fives, else the tail will wag the 
dog! There is a place for the honest desire 
to have a good house, and to enjoy material 
prosperity, so long as we are ruled by this 
desire. Such desire is a good servant, but a 
poor master.

This Commandment, is different from the 
other Words in that, from start to finish, it 
is inward. The covetous man would steal, 
and so be judged by the Commandment 
about stealing—but the goods are locked, 
or the owner is bigger! The covetous person 
is like the dog which sits back, just out of 
range, while the bigger dog eats the food. 
It is interesting that people seldom confess 
to this sin; a Roman Catholic priest pointed 
out that in hearing thousands of confessions, 
he had never heard covetousness confessed!

The roots of this hidden sin are at least 
two-fold: the idea that things will bring 
happiness; and our refusal to trust God. 
If “things” brought happiness, then Elvis 
Presley would never have been blue; if 
“things” brought happiness, this should be 
the happiest generation ever! Epicurus was 
close to the truth when he said, “To make 
a man happy, don’t add to his possessions, 
but take from his desires.” Jesus piercingly 
said, “Seek ye first the kingdom of God, 
and His righteousness, and all these things 
shall be added unto you” (Matthew 6:33). 
Not only is it a delusion to think that 
“things” bring happiness, but this approach 
to life denies God His rightful place in our 
hearts. To covet is to refuse to trust God 
to take care of our needs; it is to say by 
our life that we don’t think God either will 
or can give us happiness.

The results of covetousness are several: it 
pushes God out of our life, replacing Him 
with things. Paul says in Colossians, chapter 
3: “Put away covetousness . . . which 
is idolatry.” With this Commandment we 
come full circle: “Thou shalt have no other 
gods before me.” Covetousness blinds us to 
the finest aspects of human relationship: 
Friendship, personality, and trust. Covetous
ness is the doorway to other sins. The sparks 
from our inward fire of covetousness often 
lead to other outward sins, as the stories 
of Adam and Eve, David and Bathsheba, 
Jezebel and Ahab, and Ananias and Sap- 
phira testify. Covetousness enslaves us to 
fierce feeding of an insatiable hunger for 
false contentment. It has the nature of 
a spiritual drug addiction: always a little 
more needed to satisfy, whether land, 
wealth, fame.

The lure for covetousness is not, obvi
ously, to rid our lives of all desires, else life 
would be stale and mediocre. God intends 
for us to do more than aimless navel-gazing, 
and be more than a cow chewing a cud 
complacently. The best way to deal with 
the sin of covetousness is to focus our 
desires on the right object—the becoming of 
new people in the image of Christ. Our 
deepest hungers: peace with God, forgive^ 
ness, purpose in life—are satisfied when we 
seek first the Kingdom of God.
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UNIFORM SERIES
Lesson for Sunday, September 18

Love in. the midst of crisis
By Mike Await

Associate Professor of Religion and Philosophy 
Belmont College, Nashville, TN 37203

Basic Passages: Luke 6:27*36; Philemon
Focal Passages: Luke 6:27-36

In the last lesson we discussed the first 
portion of the sixth chapter of Luke. The 
passage affirmed that there was hope in 

: despair. God’s Kingdom of love had broken 
. "info the world and had reversed the world’s 

standards of value. In God’s eyes everyone 
was suddenly on equal footing. There was no 
merit or special standing. What this said to 
•the desperate person, was that no situation 
•whs absolutely hopeless. Even if it did not 
work out just as expected, God was in 

^ultimate control of things.
JeSOs was affirming then that the King- 

'dom^had come as a gift and we, as recipi-
ents of the gifts, had certain demands made 
upon us. In the focal passage for this lesson 
these demands are spelled out.

How was a member of the Kingdom sup
posed to act? How was he to respond to 
those around him? Jesus’ demands are un-
compromising: “Love your enemies, do 
good to those who hate you.” Luke 6:27-30 
talks about the extent or limits of love. 
Jesus’ conclusion is that there are no limits. 
Love demands that we go all the way in 
trying to interact with others. We are to 
love those who are unlovable. We are to 
love those who trick us, cheat us, exploit 
us, humiliate us, and embarrass us. Love is 
uncategorical. There are no conditions. Most 
of us would feel much more comfortable 
with a conditional law of love. I will love
you and befriend you, if ... If you meet 
the right requirements, if you treat me the 
right way, if you do the right things, if you 
are fair to me, then I will return your 
actions with love and respect. Jesus’ de
mands are unconditional. There are no cases 
where one is justified in not acting in a 
loving way. There are no cases where retali
ation is approved. Jesus said, “To him who 
strikes you on the cheek, offer the other 
also.”

The response of many to this ethical 
demand of Jesus is that it is impossible. If 
a person tried to follow these teachings the 
world would devour him. People would take 
advantage of him. This notion of an impos-

Your church group is welcome at...
NATIONAL BIBLE MUSEUM

Gatlinburg, Tenn.
Box 287 Zip 37738

Phone 615-436-4908 
River Oaks Center 

sible ethic has led some to try to re-interpret 
what Jesus meant. They say that Jesus 
simply meant this radical law of love as an 
ideal. He knew that no one could keep it, 
but He wanted to provide them with some
thing to strive toward. Others say that Jesus 
felt that the end of the world was imminent 
and one should keep these radical demands 
in the interim period between Jesus’ procla
mation of the Kingdom and its actual ar
rival. Since it is apparent that this Kingdom 
has arrived, the interim ethic is not feasible 
and is not in effect.

It seems that a meaningful way of inter
preting Jesus’ demands is to take them 
seriously and try to keep them as they were 
given, knowing, however, the nature of the 
God who gave the commands. He is a God 
of love and embodies the same type of love 
He is demanding of us. If we fail, we are 
not wiped out, we are supported in love and 
forgiveness and entreated to act again.

The heart of Jesus’ teachings on love is 
captured in the Golden Rule. Jesus stated 
that the Kingdom person was to treat others 
as he would like to be treated. This concept 
of fair treatment was present in Biblical 
Judaism, but in a negative form. In Tobit, 
an apocryphal book of Jewish folklore, the 
following advice is given, “And what you 
hate, do not do to anyone.” A famous first 
century B.C. Jewish rabbi, Hillel, was one 
time asked by a non-Jew to teach him the 
heart of the Hebrew law, while standing on 
one leg. Hillel’s response was that the things 
we did not like, should not be done to 
others. He said that this was the core of 
the law. Everything else was a commentary 
on that one truth. This idea was not limited 
to Jewish thought. It is also found in 
Confucius. He called it the principle of 
reciprocity. Do not do unto others, what 
you don’t want done to yourself.

Jesus turns this passive principle around 
and makes it active. One is not to simply 
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avoid certain actions, he is demanded to 
commit certain actions. He is to love, the 
way he would like to be loved. It is a 
positive plan of human response.

Jesus goes on to reiterate that this law of 
love has no bounds. The Kingdom people 
are to follow this Golden Rule in all of their 
dealings. There is no merit in applying it 
only to the nice, agreeable people of the 
world. As Oscar on Sesame Street says, 
sometimes even Grouches need love, too. 
Anyone can be nice to nice people. The 
demand of the law of love, is to do what the 
ordinary person can’t and won’t do—to act 
in a loving manner in both difficult and un
profitable situations.

This law of love is applied in Paul’s letter 
to Philemon. The law in the Roman world 
asserted that if a slave escaped from his 
master, his master had a right to find him, 
bring him back, and punish him. Onesimus 
escaped from his master and joined Paul. 
Paul sent him back to his master and re
quested that the master go beyond the law 
and respond in love and accept Onesimus 
back as a brother, not as a slave.

Jesus did not give His followers a code 
that spelled out specific actions for every 
situation. He did give us a principle of love 
that we are to apply to the situations we 
find ourselves. We are to ask the question, 
“What does love demand of me?” In grace 
we are to respond to that question as faith
fully as we can, knowing that a loving God 
sustains us.
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Ex-Vietnam.
BANDUNG, Indonesia—-Seeing one mis

sionary career come to an untimely, tumul
tuous end and then making a fresh start on 
a second missionary career—at age 40-plus 
—can mean facing double trauma.

This has been the experience of James 
M. Gayle and Joe G. Turman, Southern 
Baptist missionaries to Indonesia, who for
merly served in South Vietnam.

Joe and Gloria Turman and their two 
children (since increased to three) were 
among the refugees who left Vietnam at the 
time of the Communist takeover in the 
spring of 1975. Jim and Margaret Gayle 
and their three boys were on furlough in 
Texas at the time, and could not return to 
their work in Vietnam.

In an interview with missionary press 
representative William N. McElrath, Tur
man and Gayle agreed that the most difficult 
part of starting over is having to start 
“from scratch.”

“Everything you’ve become acquainted 
with and become a part of—goals, hopes, 
future—had to be laid aside,” Gayle said.

Two Carson-Newman students 
serve as Washington interns

JEFFERSON CITY—Two students from 
Carson-Newman College are currently par
ticipating in the Washington Intern Program 
—a program in which a student can work in 
the Washington, D.C. office of one of 
Tennessee’s elected government officials.

Dennis Preston and Edgar V. Starnes are 
the two students from C-N who are working 
in the nation’s capital. Starnes is working in 
the office of Congressman James H. Quillen, 
and Preston is on the staff of Senator Jim 
Sasser. Preston and Starnes were chosen on 
the basis of their academic achievements 
and their interests in the field of history and 
political science.

The Washington Intern Program is of
fered each semester, and students selected 
spend 12 weeks in Washington, D.C., be
coming involved with congressional office 
work. Opportunities to attend congressional 
hearings, committee hearings, and House 
and Senate sessions, are provided for the 
student. In general, the program provides an 
opportunity for students to see first-hand 
how our government functions.
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missionaries start anew
“We had to start all over again in learning 
language and culture.”

But he said it helped just to be moving 
from one southeast Asian country to an
other. “One of our missionary couples 
moved from Vietnam to the Ivory Coast, 
and another to Honduras,” he added. “I 
can imagine the trauma they’re having.”

Besides learning a new language and 
culture and starting to re-establish their iden
tity with another group of missionaries and 
nationals, they also had to start learning 
how to relax. Working in the war zone 
does things to your emotions, according to 
Turman.

“The first night we spent by ourselves in 
our house at Dalat (in the southeastern part 
of South Vietnam), there was a shoot-out 
in our backyard, with hand grenades and 
M16’s,” Turman recalled. “This was really a 
traumatic experience, because, until then, 
we thought the war was way off from us. 
There we were with our children, lying on 
the floor and watching the tracers pass our 
windows.”

Although all their experiences were not 
this dramatic, the Turmans later came to 
realize that they were living and working 
under tensions which even they weren’t 
aware of at the time.

A more relaxed atmosphere is not the 
only difference the two families have found 
in Indonesia. The mission work is different, 
too. There are more missionaries in Indo
nesia and the mission institutions have been 
established much longer than those in Viet
nam, Gayle said.

National Christians are heavily involved 
and the missionaries are relieved of filling

Kenya-Tanzania border dispute - 
brings early mission division

LIMURU, Kenya—The Baptist Mission 
of East Africa, the largest organization 
of missionaries under the Southern Baptist 
Foreign Mission Board, divided into two 
groups, Sept. 1.

The mission voted at its annual meeting 
in 1976 to become two missions, one com
posed of missionaries assigned to Kenya 
and one of missionaries in Tanzania. The 
division was originally scheduled to take 
effect Jan. 1, 1978, and will be finalized on 
that date.

Because of the present border difficulties 
between the two countries, the date for the 
division was moved up and administrations 
of the two missions now function separately.

All border traffic by land between Tan
zania and Kenya has been halted with 
the exception of travel by special permits 
granted from Dar Es Salaam, Tanzania’s 
capital.

direct leadership roles. In Vietnam, since 
national participation was limited because 
of the war, missionaries often had to take 
direct responsibility as pastors and leaders, 
he explained.

Their experience in Vietnam has taught 
the Turmans and Gayles to move fast and 
know where they’re going. Gayle said he 
learned it is important to become acquainted 
immediately with the people.

“I’ve learned that in sharing 
the gospel with people, you 
don’t stand over them; you’ve 
got to stand with them,” he 
emphasized. “You’ve got to be
come a part of them.”

In spite of all that happened 
to them in Vietnam, Gayle said, 
if they had to do it all again, 
knowing what they know now, 
his family would go back to 
Vietnam. In fact, if the oppor
tunity for returning to Vietnam 
would arise, he said they would 
leave Indonesia and go.

“If the door would open, I 
would feel it was the Lord’s 
invitation for me to go back,” 
he said. “We went to Vietnam, 
not out of our own choosing, 
but out of the call of the Lord. 
And, in that sense, I’m positive 
we would do it again.

“One thing I’ve come to realize in all this 
experience is that God does all things well,” 
Gayle said. “He doesn’t make any mistakes. 
What happened to us (in Vietnam) was not, 
a sacrifice at all—just a step in God’s 
purpose for our lives.” (BP) t:

The Baptist Mission of East Africa was 
organized in 1956. Since the beginning of 
the work, 274 churches in Kenya and 247 
churches in Tanzania have been started. 
The figure for Kenya does not include 185 
new congregations begun during the year
long Giryama evangelistic project.

A total of 196 missionaries are assigned 
to the two countries. With the division, 
there will be 124 missionaries assigned to 
Kenya and 72 assigned to Tanzania.

Work within the missions now includes 
agricultural projects, a hospital, several med
ical clinics, a seminary, two high schools, 
publication and communication programs, 
and three adult education centers.

The publications house, the mass com
munications center, the assembly grounds in 
Kenya and the theological seminary in 
Tanzania will continue to serve both nations. 
(BP)
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