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SBC Seminary Extension 
enrolls 8,700 students

NASHVILLE—Students in all 50 states 
and 19 foreign countries swelled 1976-77 
enrollments of the Southern Baptist Conven
tion’s Seminary Extension Department to 
record highs, according to the department’s 
year-end report.

The total 8,773 students participating in 
the continuing education program represents 
an increase of almost 100 percent since the 
beginning of the current decade.

Developed primarily for persons who 
have never attended seminary, the Seminary 
Extension courses are available through 
two delivery systems—extension centers and 
home study. Last year, 6,972 enrolled for 
study in one of the 328 extension centers. 
Another 1,801 enrolled with Seminary Ex
tension’s Home Study Institute.

Eight years ago, in 1969-70, Seminary 
Extension had 4,420 students enrolled. The 
1976-77 total reveals a 98.5 percent growth 
in the eight years.

Course enrollments (the number of indi
vidual courses for which the student signed 
up) showed a parallel growth pattern. From 
6,334 in 1969-70, course enrollments now 
stand at 12,202, a 92.6 percent increase.

Raymond M. Rigdon, department direc
tor, points to several factors contributing to 
the recent growth of the program, estab
lished in 1950 as a department of the six 
Southern Baptist seminaries.

“I believe we’re seeing an increasing 
awareness among ministers that continuing 
education is essential to their ministry. 
Along with this has come an increasing 
acceptance of Seminary Extension as a via-

Silverdale begins construction 
on new educational building

Groundbreaking services were held Oct. 2 
for a new addition to the facilities of 
Silverdale Church in Chattanooga. The new 
building of 11,750 square feet will provide 
educational space, kitchen, fellowship and 
activities area.

Construction began Oct. 17.
Herschel Woodbum is pastor of the 

church.

ble source for that study. We now have co
operative relationships with 18 state Baptist 
conventions in which a state staff member 
has been designated to promote Seminary 
Extension work within that state.”

Rigdon continued, “We have a broad cur
riculum that offers something for almost any 
student.” The current Seminary Extension 
catalog lists almost 40 college-level courses 
plus more than a dozen basic (“easy-to- 
read”) courses. These range from in-depth 
studies of individual books of the Bible to 
practical courses in church leadership. Eight 
of the basic courses are available in Spanish.

The department recently entered a five- 
year plan, during which it will focus on a 
special group and its continuing education 
needs each year. During 1977-78 the em
phasis is on minority group pastors (blacks 
and language groups). In 1978-79 it will be 
on bi-vocational pastors. (BP)

Home Mission Board names first couple 
as Mission Service Corps volunteers

MENOMONIE, Wise.—The first South
ern Baptist Home Mission Board Mission 
Service Corps couple has been approved and 
assigned here. Elgin and Jean Lee of Doni
phan, Mo., will serve the River Heights 
Baptist Church in Menomonie through an 
anonymous gift which will provide their 
support for two years.

Mission Service Corps—a plan for enlist
ing and utilizing Southern Baptist volunteers 
in full-time mission work for a period of 
one or two years, was adopted by the 1977 
Southern Baptist Convention in Kansas City, 
Mo., following a video-taped challenge by 
President Jimmy Carter.

The plan calls for 5,000 mission volun
teers by 1982 to serve either at home or 
abroad supporting themselves or being sup
ported by designated gifts. MSC personnel 
will work under the direction of the South
ern Baptist Foreign Mission Board, Home 
Mission Board, state mission board and/or 
district associations. Volunteers may apply 
by writing P.O. Box 7203, Atlanta, Ga 
30309.

The Lees moved to Menomonie in late

MALAKI—Gary K. Swafford (left), South
ern Baptist missionary from Tennessee, pre
sents nails to a Baptist layman to be used in 
constructing a church building near Mzuzu, 
Malawi. Swafford grew up in Nashville, 
graduated from Belmont College and Van
derbilt University, and pastored in Sewanee 
and Mt. Juliet before going to Malawi in 
1968 to help national Baptists organize and 
develop churches.

October, where he will be church pastor.
The MSC assignment came after several 

weeks coordination between the Minnesota/ 
Wisconsin Southern Baptist Fellowship and 
the Home Mission Board in Atlanta. The 
details of the assignment were handled 
through Gerald Palmer, director of the 
board’s missions section, and the church 
extension department.

In the future, assignments for MSC will 
be facilitated through the Home Mission 
Board’s director of MSC coordination, a 
position approved during the fall director’s 
meeting in Atlanta but not yet filled.

Before the move, Lee was pastor of First 
Church in Doniphan for three years. He 
had served previously with the Missouri 
Baptist Convention 18 years—15 years as 
state director of student work and three 
years as statistician.

Lee, a Springfield, Mo., native, is a grad
uate of Southwest Missouri State University 
and holds a master of divinity degree from 
Southern Baptist Theological Seminary.

Jean Bunch Lee of St. Louis has worked 
(Continued on page 5)



Okla. Baptists ban sex operations, 
to study convention-hospitals tie

OKLAHOMA CITY—With only two dis
senting votes, the board of directors of the 
Baptist General Convention of Oklahoma 
decided to ban “gender dysphoria proce
dures” (sex change operations) at Baptist 
Medical Center here.

At the same meeting the board voted to 
authorize its committee on hospitals and 
retirement centers to study the feasibility 
of the state convention divesting itself of 
ownership and operation of its four hospitals 
at Enid, Grove, Miami, and Oklahoma City.

The vote on sex change operations fol
lowed an earlier request by Joe L. Ingram, 
the state convention’s executive director
treasurer, that a moratorium be placed on 
the operation until a decision could be 
made. About three months earlier, it had 
become known that more than 50 such 
operations had been performed by a six- 
member team of physicians at the hospital.

Ingram read to directors from the policies 
and procedures manual for convention- 
owned hospitals and said, “It seems incon
sistent with the stated purpose of the hos
pitals to allow such operations within the 
walls of a Baptist hospital.” He said the 
board’s action woud not prevent doctors 
from performing the operations at other 
Oklahoma medical centers.

As for the study on hospital divestiture, 
which drew three dissenting votes, Ingram 
said: “Although the transexual operation 
controversy has perhaps focused my atten
tion on the idea of divestiture, for several 
years I have become increasingly convinced
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that the time was fast approaching when 
convention ownership and operation of hos
pitals would become unwise. I believe that 
time has arrived.”

He cited several supporting factors, in
cluding increasing state and federal govern
ment control, increasing domination by the 
Equal Employment Opportunity Commis
sion which seeks to prevent employers from 
considering religious factors, burdens and 
liabilities to the convention without effective 
controls, and precedent for divestiture set by 
some other Baptist entities.

A spokesman for the team of surgeons, 
which had urged the board not to prevent 
sex change operations, said the board’s vote 
will cause Baptists to be “viewed as bigoted 
buffoons” and that physicians “will be un
able to utilize their skills and the patients 
suffering from gender dysphoria will be 
denied help.”

The same surgeon had earlier appealed for 
compassion from the directors, but he said 
if the vote went against the operations he 
and his team would probably look for 
another hospital where they could continue 
the surgery. (BP)

Four Baptist Films Win 
National Recognition

FORT WORTH—Three Southern Baptist 
Radio and Television Commission films have 
won Chris Bronze Plaques at the Columbus 
Film Festival and a fourth received the 
1977 Eudora Welty Americana Award. All 
four films were produced and directed by 
John C. Stevens of the commission’s televi
sion department.

Winners of the runnerup prize in the 
Columbus Film Festival were “Gentle Fall
ing, Silent Light,” a documentary featuring 
interviews with survivors of the first atomic 
bomb on Hiroshima; “Mark Shriker,” the 
story of a rodeo cowboy and the things he 
learned in his fight against cancer; and 
“Steps,” which shows people struggling 
against the disease of alcoholism. “Mark 
Shriker” previously won a CINE (Council 
on International Nontheatrical Events) 
Golden Eagle Certificate and was cited as 
suitable for international festival use.

“The Hunt,” a documentary, won the 
Eudora Welty Americana Award, repre
senting the third time in four years that 
Stevens’ work has won that award, spon
sored by Mississippians for Educational 
Television. The film shows life through the 
eyes of a 76-year-old Eskimo preacher in 
Kotzebue, Alaska, who lives between the 
ancient world of an Eskimo whaler and 
today’s conveniences. (BP)

Education Commission names 
Wood communications director

NASHVILLE — Darrell W. Wood has 
joined the staff of the Education Commis
sion of the Southern Baptist Convention 
here as director of communications. A na
tive of Seminole, Okla., he has served since 
1974 as editor of youth materials in the 
Sunday School department of the SBC Sun
day School Board here.

A former SBC foreign missionary to 
Hong Kong, Wood served as campus min
ister at Wichita State University, Wichita, 
Kans., and as communications/promotion 
specialist for the Kansas-Nebraska Conven
tion of Southern Baptists. Currently, he 
teaches journalism and communications de
sign as a member of the adjunct faculty of 
the University of Tennessee at Nashville. 
He has also taught advertising and public 
relations at Hong Kong Baptist College.

Wood earned a bachelor of fine arts 
degree, with a major in information design, 
from the University of Oklahoma, Norman, 
and holds a master of arts degree in 
journalism from the University of Missouri 
and a master of divinity degree from South
western Baptist Theological Seminary, Fort 
Worth. (BP)

Media workshop 
underway in Kenya

Fred T. Laughon of the Southern Baptist 
Radio and Television Commission is par
ticipating in a two-week Foreign Mission 
Board media workshop in Nairobi, Kenya, 
this month.

The workshop is being held to plan for 
more effective use of the mass media in 
Africa, to map specific strategy for the next 
decade, and general strategy through the 
year 2000.

As special assistant to the president of the 
Radio and Television Commission, Laughon 
is the liaison between the Commission and 
the Foreign Mission Board.

The mass media workshop, planned by 
Zebedee Moss, the Foreign Mission Board’s 
mass media representative, is being attended 
by both nationals and missionaries.

Prior to the Nairobi conference, Laughon 
met with media missionaries in Dakar, 
Senegal; Monrovia, Liberia; Abidjan, Ivory 
Coast; Accra, Ghana, and Lagos and Ke- 
duna, Nigeria, to discuss their work.

After the conference he will be in Blan- 
tyre, Malawi; Lusaka and Livingstone, Zam
bia; Francistown and Gaborone, Botswana; 
Johannesburg, South Africa, and Salisbury, . 
Rhodesia, to discuss methods of cooperation 
between the Radio and Television Commis
sion and missionaries on the field. W. C. 
Summar, former director of Cooperative 
Program and stewardship for the Tennessee 
Baptist Convention, is serving as pastor in 
Blantyre and may meet with Laughon.
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Associational happenings . . .

MODERATOR—Charles KeUy (left), newly 
elected moderator of Big Emory Associa
tion, discusses plans for next year with 
J. W. Bargiol, director of missions.

Kelley succeeds Marsh 
as Big Emory moderator

Charles Kelly, pastor, Clymersville 
Church, was elected moderator of Big 
Emory Association. He succeeds Gary 
Marsh, pastor of Kingston First Church, in 
the post.

John Shepherd, pastor, Trenton Street 
Church, was re-elected vice moderator; and 
Mark Scarbrough, retired, Piney Church, 
was re-elected clerk. The association’s new 
treasurer is Lloyd Nolan, pastor, Childs 
Memorial Church.

Shiloh Church was presented with a 
plaque from the Cooperative Program and 
stewardship department of the Tennessee 
Baptist Convention for their gifts through 
the Cooperative Program.

Director of missions J. W. Bargiol said 
that next year’s meeting will be held Oct. 12.

Knox County Association meets
Smith Grove, Faith, and Hope Churches 

were granted membership in Knox County 
Association by vote of the messengers to 
the annual meeting. Smith Grove is served 
by pastor John Coile Jr., and Jean Berrier 
leads the Faith and Hope congregation.

Charles Earl, pastor, Lyons Creek Church, 
relinquished the duties of moderator to John 
Buell, pastor, McCalla Avenue Church. 
James Robertson, pastor, Sharon Church, 
was elected vice moderator; and Robert 
Breazeale, a member of Knoxville First 
Church, will serve as treasurer. Re-elected 
as clerk was Taylor Smith, pastor, West 
Haven Church.

South Knoxville and Galilee Churches are 
scheduled to serve as hosts for the 1978 
annual sessions, Oct. 16-17, according to 
Clarence E. Jett, director of missions.

Jones, Sorrell honored 
in Haywood Association

Messengers to the annual meeting of Hay
wood Association elected a layman, Judge 
Bernie W. Cobb, to serve as their moderator 
for the coming year. Cobb is a member of 
Zion Church.

Other officers, all of whom were laymen, 
were: vice moderator Leon Callery, Browns
ville Church; J. T. Newsom, Harmony 
Church; and clerk Mrs. J. C. Williams, 
Brownsville Church.

Several resolutions of appreciation were 
adopted. Dewey Jones, Sunday School di
rector in the association throughout its 10- 
year history, was honored along with H. K. 
Sorrell, pastor of Brownsville Church, for 
10 years.

Gordon DePriest, director of missions, 
told Baptist and Reflector that the 1978 
meeting will be held Oct. 10 at Brownsville 
Church.

Lebanon's Calvary Church applies 
for associational membership

Calvary Church, Lebanon, applied for 
membership to Wilson County Association 
at the association’s annual meeting last 
month. W. L. Baker, former pastor of 
Donelson First Church, is serving as interim 
pastor for the congregation. Acceptance of 
the application will be finalized at the next 
annual meeting, according to director of 
missions Douglas Cather.

Elected as officers to lead in 1977-78 
were: moderator Bill Enoch, pastor, Cedar 
Grove Church; vice moderator Chuck 
Young, pastor, Silver Springs Church; 
treasurer Rodger Eakin, pastor, Southside 
Church; and clerk James Hutchings, pastor, 
Hillcrest Church. Enoch succeeds Kenneth 
Tramel as moderator. Tramel is pastor of 
Shop Springs Church.

The 1978 sessions will be held Oct. 12-13 
at Saulsbury and Southside Churches.

Dresden pastor, Mike Davis, 
re-elected to lead in Weakley

The pastor of Dresden First Church, Mike 
Davis, was re-elected moderator of Weakley 
County Association during the annual meet
ing. Elected to serve with Davis were vice 
moderator Dwayne Ervin, pastor, Old Bethel 
Church; and treasurer clerk, Mrs. Jerry 
Seamans, member of Jolley Springs Church.

Sessions for 1978 are scheduled to be 
held at Ralston and Sidonia Churches. James 
E. Humphreys Jr. is director of missions.

Perkins succeeds James Kinsey 
as Beulah Association head

Wayne Perkins and William Dodson will 
lead the work of Beulah Association this 
year following their election by messengers 
at the annual meet. Perkins is pastor of 
Pleasant Hill Church #1, and Dodson serves 
Martin First Church. James Kinsey, pastor 
of Calvary Church, was moderator for 1976- 
77.

Sheri Preuett, a member of Calvary 
Church, was re-elected as treasurer/clerk.

The 1978 sessions are scheduled for Oct. 
16-17 at Cottonwood and Second Churches. 
Robert L. Armour is director of missions.

Columbia Highland Park 
calls Sugg as pastor

H. Dallas Sugg has been called as pastor 
of Highland Park Church, Columbia, mov
ing from Carlisle, Ky 
istry with the Colum
bia church on Oct. 5.

For nearly 10 years 
he was pastor of First 
Church in Carlisle, 
Ky. Other pastorates 
have been in Indiana 
and Kentucky.

Sugg has served 
three terms on the Ex
ecutive Board of the 
Kentucky Baptist 
Convention and has 
been active in associational work, serving 
as moderator of Bracken Association of 
Baptists.

Mrs. Sugg is the former Marvine King of 
Henderson, Ky., and the family includes two 
daughters.

He began his min-

Sugg

Baptist church in Malaysia 
sends out own missionaries

TAW AU, Sabah, Malaysia—The Tawau 
Baptist Church here recently became the 
first Baptist church in Malaysia to send out 
its own home missionaries.

Jason bin Gombak and his wife, Mudia, 
were appointed as missionaries to the Lahad 
Datu area (northeast portion of the island of 
Borneo) among the Kadazaan and Indone
sian people.

The church, begun in 1967 by Southern 
Baptist Foreign Missionaries Charles H. and 
Erica Morris, has started 12 preaching 
points since it was formed. Three of these 
have become organized churches and started 
more preaching points.

Thursday, November 3, 1977 Page 3



HONORED—Mr. and Mrs. A. L. (Pete) Gillespie were among four Southern Baptist mis
sionaries honored last month at a recognition service at the SBC Foreign Mission
Board. They will be retiring in December after 31 years of service in Japan. Gillespie is a 
native of Memphis and a graduate of the University of Tennessee, Knoxville. George 
Hays (left) of the FMB staff offers congratulations.

Retiring SBC missionaries 
look to future of missions

RICHMOND — Four retiring Southern 
Baptist Convention missionaries, with 134 
years combined service, are setting their 
eyes on the future instead of the past.

Mary Lee Ernest, one of the retirees hon
ored by the Foreign Mission Board here at a 
recognition service, looked back on her 
“precious memories of the past” but said her 
expectations for what the SBC will do in the 
years to come in its Bold Mission Thrust are 
even “more precious.”

Bold Mission Thrust is the SBC’s plan to 
proclaim the message of Jesus Christ to 
everyone in the world by the end of the 
century. It calls for doubling the SBC’s 
foreign and home mission forces to some 
10,000 by the end of the century and sharply

Robert Mills to step down 
as Georgetown president

GEORGETOWN, Ky.—Robert L. Mills, 
president of Georgetown College here for 
nearly 19 years, has announced he will re
linquish his duties as president at a time to 
be determined by the school’s board of 
trustees but no later than the close of the 
current academic year.

In granting the request, the board asked 
Mills to continue as chief executive officer 
until a successor is named and then to 
assume the office of chancellor.

Mills, 60, is the 20th president of the 
Baptist college and has served in that posi
tion longer than any other in the institution’s 
150-year history. (BP)

escalating short-term mission service through 
the SBC’s new Mission Service Corps and 
other efforts.

A. L. (Pete) Gillespie, also referring to 
Bold Mission efforts, said he’s happier to be 
a Southern Baptist today than he has ever 
been in his life. “I think Southern Baptists 
have the program the world needs. They 
have the gospel that the world needs.

Gillespie is a native of Memphis and a 
graduate of the University of Tennessee.

“The only thing that I’m afraid of,” he 
continued, “is that we’re not going to be 
sufficiently committed to do the job which 
God gave us to do.” He challenged those 
present at the recognition service to have a 
fresh commitment to do a bigger job than 
they have ever done. He said if each of the 
35,000 Southern Baptist churches thought 
in terms of sending out one missionary, 
“we’d have all we need and some to spare” 
for Bold Mission Thrust.

Gillespie and his wife, the former Viola 
(Bee) Boyd, have served in Japan for 31 
years. They have helped in the establishment 
of more than a dozen churches there.

Miss Ernest, an Alabama native, served 
30 years in Hawaii, Malaysia, and Singa
pore.

Also recognized at the service was Mrs. 
W. Maxfield Garrott, who has served as a 
foreign missionary in Japan for 42 years. 
A native of Louisville, Ky., she is the 
daughter of the late W. O. Carver, who 
introduced the study of missions and com
parative religion at Southern Baptist Theo
logical Seminary in Louisville. (BP)

Two more churches place 
state paper in budgets

Two Tennessee Baptist churches have 
placed the Baptist and Reflector in their 
budgets.

The associations, churches, and pastors 
are:

Watauga Association, Cedar Grove 
Church, Earl Campbell Jr.;

Shelby Association, Balmoral Church, 
Harold Stanfill.

Four additional churches are receiving 
the Baptist and Reflector through the trial 
plan.

The associations, churches, and pastors 
are:

Tennessee Valley Association, St. Clair 
Church, Charles Robinson;

Holston Association, Greenwood Church, 
Thomas Ray Straka;

Nashville Association, Ivy Memorial 
Church, Verlon W. Moore;

Salem Association, Wolfe Creek Church, 
Donnie E. Agee.

Under the trial plan the Baptist and 
Reflector will be sent free to each resident 
family in a church for two months. During 
that time the church is requested to vote in 
business meeting whether or not to continue 
the publication at the regular price.

Prominent SBC educator, 
Charles Johnson, dies

MONTICELLO, Ark. — Burial services 
were held here for Charles D. Johnson, 
distinguished Southern Baptist educator, au
thor, and editor, who died Oct. 19 at age 89. 
He and his wife, who survives, had lived 
here since retirement in 1963.

Johnson, who was president of two col
leges, was one of the founders of the Educa
tion Commission of the Southern Baptist 
Convention in 1915 and served as its chair
man for 21 years. He also founded its offi
cial publication, the Southern Baptist Edu
cator, serving as its editor for 15 years.

He was also author of a history of South
ern Baptist education, Higher Education of 
Southern Baptists, a volume published in 
1956 which still ranks as an authoritative 
publication in its field.

College presidencies included service at 
Ouachita Baptist College (now University), 
Arkadelphia, Ark., and Arkansas A&M, 
Monticello. He served two years as dean of 
Blue Mountain College after retiring in 1961 
from the faculty and administration of 
Baylor University, where he spent 30 years. 
At Baylor, he was chairman and professor 
in the departments of journalism and soci
ology. (BP)
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Baptist officials testify against 
disclosure of funds legislation

WASHINGTON — A Baptist executive 
here has opposed H. R. 41, a bill in 
Congress relating to solicitations for chari
table contributions, but at the same time 
approved the objective of the proposed 
legislation.

James E. Wood Jr., executive director of 
the Baptist Joint Committee on Public 
Affairs, told Baptist Press that the committee 
opposes H. R. 41 because it violates sep
aration of church and state. Further, he 
said that the bill “would have a profoundly 
chilling effect on solicitation of funds by 
churches generally.”

H. R. 41, pending in the House Post 
Office and Civil Service Committee, would 
require solicitors for charitable contributions 
through the mail or on radio or television 
to make financial disclosure of the use of 

■ the funds to anyone who requests such 
information. Its purpose is to correct abuses 
by a number of people who solicit funds by 
mail, radio, or television.

“The Baptist Joint Committee has no 
objection,” Wood said, “to a law requiring 
any person or organization which solicits 
funds from the general public to account 
to the public for the use of those funds.” 
The reason for church objection to H. R. 41, 
he continued, “is that the government is 
constitutionally prohibited from requiring 
churches and their agencies to disclose the 
financial records of contributions received.”

Because of the constitutional defect of the 
bill and because of “the chilling effect” on 
solicitation of funds by churches, John W. 
Baker, director of reserach services for the 
Baptist Joint Committee on Public Affairs, 
testified against the bill at hearings earlier 
this year. He specifically requested that 
“churches, associations, and conventions of 
churches should be excluded from the bill.”

Continuing his testimony, Baker declared, 
“If it is the opinion of the subcommittee 
that the nature of the problem of charitable 
solicitations makes it impossible or imprac
tical to sever the religious from the non
religious charities, we would have to object 
strenuously to the passage of H. R. 41.”

The subcommittee did not choose to 
make this exception as proposed by the 
Baptist Joint Committee and other religious 
organizations and voted H. R. 41 out of 
subcommittee by a 4-3 vote. It is still 
pending before the whole House Post Office 
and Civil Service Committee, where the 
change could yet be made.

Wood said in his statement, “The Baptist 
Joint Committee does not view H. R. 41 as 
either an attack on the religious community 
or as a manifestation of American anti
clericalism, as is charged in a nationally 

i circulated attack on the proposed bill in 
Congress.
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“H. R. 41 has as its objective the ex
posure of unscrupulous fund raisers (reli
gious or secular) who spend most of the 
funds they raise for purposes other than 
those claimed when the funds were so
licited,” he observed. “This objective is valid 
for the protection of the public and it is 
supported by most of the major secular 
public charities, such as the United Way,” 
he said. (BP)

Nicaragua says 'thanks' 
for drought aid gifts

MANAGUA, Nicaragua — Nicaraguan 
Baptists have expressed gratitude to Southern 
Baptists for two separate donations totaling 
$13,100 for drought relief.

“We in Nicaragua have been able to feel 
the brotherhood, fellowship, and solidarity 
of the Baptists from the world over, through 
the Foreign Mission Board of the Southern 
Baptist Convention,” Octavio Cortez, presi
dent of the Social Service and Community 
Development Commission of the Baptist 
Convention of Nicaragua, wrote in a letter 
to Charles W. Bryan, Foreign Mission Board 
area secretary for Middle America and the 
Caribbean.

“That is why we want to express our 
appreciation for your donation . . . toward 
our 1976 drought relief program. This 
program benefits 265 Baptist families in 14 
rural conununities ...”

Funds were used to purchase basic food 
staples and essential seeds for replanting for 
the 1977 season. This year’s rains, although 
still below normal, seem to be better than 
those of the two previous years and promise 
at least some improvement in crop yields, 
according to Stanley D. Stamps, Southern 
Baptist missionary press representative.

Southern Baptist funds were used to buy 
more than 37,000 pounds of rice, beans, 
corn, and cooking oil, which constitute the 
basis of a typical rural farm family’s diet, 
according to Cortez. Corn alone is used in 
the preparation of more than 30 forms of 
dishes and drinks.

Drought relief funds also allowed the 
convention to buy 12,800 pounds of im
proved seed com for replanting as soon as 
rains began falling in June. The country had 
been in drought conditions since 1975. Dur
ing this period, many families, totally de
pendent upon farming for their living, were 
seriously affected by a lack of work and crop 
failure. Many lost their small flocks of 
poultry and other small farm animals.

Nicaraguan Baptists contributed over 
$3,200 in a special offering promoted late in 
March. Members observed a day of fasting 
and offering for the drought program. (BP)

Home Mission Board
(Continued from page 1) 

for Missouri Baptist College and as a 
library consultant for the Missouri Baptist 
Convention.

“My wife and I have struggled with 
mission work all of our lives,” Lee said. 
Recently the Lees contacted both the Home 
and Foreign Mission Boards for possible 
mission fields. According to Lee, the offer 
for MSC placement came “mighty near 
simultaneously” from both.

The Menomonie community appealed to 
the Lees because of the nearby University 
of Wisconsin’s Stout campus which has 
6,000 vocational students. “Our plans are 
to stay here and see the church become 
self-supporting,” Lee added. The Lees have 
no children.

“Without Mission Service Corps there 
would have been no way for all the forces— 
volunteer, field, and financier—to work to
gether. Without Mission Service Corps this 
would not have happened,” Lee declared. 
(BP)

'Soap' sponsors listed
Sponsors for the Oct. 25 telecast of 

“Soap,” controversial ABC-TV series, have 
been provided by Christian Life Commission 
of the Southern Baptist Convention.

Last week’s sponsors and the product ad
vertised were:

Alberto-Culver, 2525 Armitage Ave., Mel
rose Park, Ill. 60160 (Alberto Light and 
Fresh Balsam hair products).

British Leland Motors, 600 Willow Tree 
Rd., Leonia, N.J. 07605 (Triumph).

Carling National Breweries, 7 East Red
wood St., Baltimore, Md. 21203 (Turborg 
Gold Beer).

Columbia Pictures, 711 Fifth Ave., New 
York, N.Y. 10022 (“Bobbie Dearfield”).

Johnson’s Pie Co., 1000 Skokie Blvd., 
Wilmette, Ill. 60091 (Johnson’s Pie Crust).

Pittway Corp., 333 Skokie Blvd., North
brook, Ill. 60062 (First Alert smoke detec
tor).

Southern names Halbrooks
LOUISVILLE — G. Thomas Halbrooks 

has been named visiting professor of church 
history for 1977-78 at Southern Baptist 
Theological Seminary here.

A former assistant professor of religion 
at Mercer University at Atlanta, Halbrooks 
is a graduate of Samford University, South
ern Seminary, and Emory University. He 
was a visiting scholar at Southern Seminary 
last year. (BP)

Two Acteen camps planned
Acteen camps will be held June 26-30 at 

Camp Linden and July 10-14 at Camp 
Carson, according to Mary Jane Nethery, 
Tennessee WMU executive secretary.

A listing of camp dates in the Oct 20 
Baptist and Reflector had indicated these 
were Girls in Action camps.
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Light in Darkness
By Herschel H. Hobbs

“I am the light of the -world: he that 
followeth me shall not -walk in darkness, 
but shall have the light of life."—John 
8:12

It was the day after the Feast of Taber
nacles (John 8:2). Throughout that feast, 
sometimes called “The Feast of Lights,” the 
temple was brilliantly lighted with lamps. At 
its close the lights were extinguished. On this 
occasion Jesus was in the Court of the 
Women where receptacles for offerings were 
located (v. 20). So drawing upon the ex
tinguishing of the lights He said, “I am the 
light of the world.”

This is one of the famous “I am’s” of 
Jesus (John 4:26; 6:35; 8:58; 10:7, 9, 11; 
11:25; 14:6; Luke 22:70). At the burning 
bush Jehovah identified Himself to Moses 
as “I AM” (Ex. 3:14). The divine name 
Yahweh (Jehovah) is built from the Hebrew 
verb “to be.” So Jesus’ use of “I am” may 
be seen as His claim to deity. “Jesus” is the 
Greek equivalent of the Hebrew “Joshua” or 
Yeshua, a form of Yahweh which means 
“Jehovah saves.”

As “light” Jesus is also “life” (John 1:4). 
This verse may also read, “And the light was 
the life of men.” As Light, He is contrasted
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dress please give two weeks notice. 
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Name .................................................
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State...................... Zip Code ............... 

with “darkness” or evil. John 1:5 means that 
evil chases light or the righteousness that is 
in Christ, but it has never overtaken it to 
extinguish it. It is like darkness chasing light 
around the earth, but never overtaking it. So 
that the Light keeps on shining in the dark
ness (John 1:5a). Evil ever tries to destroy 
Christ, but will never succeed.

Jesus said, literally, “The one following 
me shall not walk about in the darkness, [or 
in evil] but shall have the light of salvation 
life.” “Not” is a strong double negative in 
Greek. “Most surely shall not walk in 
darkness.”

Jesus is essentially the Light of the world. 
But He also said to His followers, “Ye are 
the light of the world” (Matt. 5:14). The 
same word is used for “light” as in John 
8:12. However, we are not light as He is. As 
the moon and stars reflect the light of the 
sun, so we are to reflect the light of the Son. 
Someone said that it is when the earth is 
shrouded in darkness that the stars come 
out. The heavenly bodies shine with the 
sun’s light even in daytime. But they are 
apparent to us at night. No matter how dark 
the night they remind us that the sun is still 
shining. As we let our light shine in the 
bedarkened world about us, we remind 
others that the Son of righteousness is still 
“the light of the world.”
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HMB ups loan rates
ATLANTA—Facing mounting inflation, 

the church loans division of the Southern 
Baptist Home Mission Board will change 
interest rates charged for loans.

Directors voted to continue the present 
916 percent interest, but approved the 
addition of a one percent processing fee 
during their fall meeting here.

Robert Kilgore, director of the church 
loans division, said recent loans have been 
analyzed and it was found processing costs 
for each loan range from $650 to $1,000.

Kilgore, who said the processing fee will 
not exceed $750 on any loan, added that the 
fee will be discounted from the loan amount. 
It will apply to all loans for which applica
tions are received after Oct. 12, 1977.

The reason for the $750 ceiling, Kilgore 
said, is that the average loan processed by 
the division is for $75,000.

“The division has been subsidizing the 
money borrowed from lending institutions to 
the tune of $275,000 a year,” Kilgore said. 
“In making a realistic appraisal of where 
we stood, we decided we can’t stand that 
kind of loss.”

Kilgore added all lending institutions have 
some sort of plan for recovering processing 
costs. “In this type of market, it is our 
considered opinion that this is below the 
market.” (BP)

Borders accepts Palm Beach 
Atlantic College presidency

WEST PALM BEACH, Fla.—George R. 
Borders, vice president for student affairs at 
Stetson University, DeLand, Fla., has been 
elected president of Palm Beach Atlantic 
College here. He will assume his responsibili
ties at Palm Beach Atlantic in January, 
succeeding Warren Fusselle, who resigned 
in May.

A 1961 graduate of Stetson, Borders 
served as admissions counselor and church 
relations representative at the school before 
a tour in the U.S. Marine Corps and a 
period at Orlando Junior College as dean 
of men and psychology instructor. He re
joined Stetson in 1966 as dean of men and 
became vice president for student affairs in 
1973.

He earned a master of arts degree from 
East Carolina University in guidance and 
counseling and a doctor of philosophy de
gree from the University of Southern Mis
sissippi in administration in higher educa
tion.

Palm Beach Atlantic College, a four-year 
school, was founded in 1968 and achieved 
full accreditation by the Southern Associa
tion of Colleges and Schools in 1972. It is a 
member of the Florida Association of Col
leges and Schools, the Independent Colleges 
and Universities of Florida, and the Associ
ation of Southern Baptist Colleges and 
Schools. (BP)
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Southern Baptists among ethicists 
opposing 'absolutist' abortions

WASHINGTON—Six Southern Baptist 
experts in Christian ethics joined 210 other 
ethicists throughout the nation in “a call to 
concern” released here opposing “the abso
lutist position that it is always wrong to 
terminate a pregnancy at any time after 
conception.”

Southern Baptists among the 216 signers 
are Foy Valentine of Nashville, executive 
secretary of the denomination’s Christian 
Life Commission, and five teachers of Chris
tian ethics—Bob E. Adams, Southwestern 
Baptist Seminary, Fort Worth, Tex.; Thomas 
A. Bland, Southeastern Baptist Seminary, 
Wake Forest, N.C.; Daniel B. McGee, 
Baylor University, Waco, Tex.; and Paul 
D. Simmons and Glenn H. Stassen, both of 
Southern Baptist Seminary, Louisville, Ky.

The “call to concern” comes at a time 
when massive efforts are underway to amend 
the U.S. Constitution to prohibit all abor
tions and when Congress is struggling over 
public funding of abortions for poor women.

It criticized the absolutist position, espe
cially as verbalized by Roman Catholic 
bishops, which views any termination of 
pregnancy as “murder or manslaughter” and 
ignores the diversity of opinion among re
ligious people.

The statement also supports the 1973 
Supreme Court decision, which removed 
abortion from the criminal law codes, and 
supports Medicaid funding for poor women 
seeking abortion, but it does not take an 
abortion on demand stance.

“Abortion is a serious and sometimes 
tragic procedure for dealing with fetal life,” 
the statement said. “It raises important 
ethical issues and cannot be blandly legiti
mized by the mere whim of an individual. 
Nevertheless, it belongs in that large realm 
of often tragic actions where circumstances 

( can render it less a destructive procedure 
than the prolongation of pregnancy.”

Valentine, who went to Washington for a 
news conference when the statement was 
released, elaborated on his individual posi
tion in an interview with Baptist Press: 
“Southern Baptists have repeatedly voted 
our conviction that society has a responsibil
ity to affirm through the laws of the state a 
high view of the sanctity of human life, in
cluding fetal life, while we have also re
peatedly voted on the basis of our commit
ment to religious liberty and its profoundly 
important corollary, separation of church 
and state, our conviction that the state has 
a limited role in matters related to abortion.

“Southern Baptist Convention votes have 
rejected not only the socially irresponsible 
and theologically shabby position that abor
tion is an acceptable means of birth control 
but also the absolutist dogma of the Roman 
Catholic bishops, who view all abortion as 

manslaughter or murder,” Valentine con
cluded.

Roman Catholic bishops came in for spe
cific criticism in the statement of the 216 
ethicists. “We are saddened by the heavy 
institutional involvement of the bishops of 
the Roman Catholic Church in a campaign 
to enact religiously based anti-abortion com
mitments into law, and we view this as a 
serious threat to religious liberty and free
dom of conscience,” the statement said. (BP)

HISTORICALLY
FROM THE FILES

£ 50 YEARS AGO
Reece E. Bledsoe accepted the call 

to become pastor of Gleason Church 
at Gleason.

Indian Creek and Lawrence County 
Associations voted to unite in securing 
a missionary for their fields.

25 YEARS AGO
I. J. Rodgers was re-elected modera

tor of Stone Association for the ninth 
term.

Neely’s Bend Mission, sponsored by 
Madison Heights Church, Madison, 
was constituted into a church with 40 
charter members.

10 YEARS AGO
Leaclair Church, Memphis, broke 

ground for a new $217,000 auditori
um. Al Hillard was chairman of the 
building committee, and Hugh Callens 
was pastor.

Hickerson Memorial Mission of 
First Church, Tullahoma, was consti
tuted into a church. The 164-charter- 
member congregation called L. H. 
Douglas as pastor. Tom Madden was 
the pastor of First Church.

WOLFE BROS. & CO.
1 PINEY FLATS, TENN.
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Devotional

Unwelcome guest
By Martha L. Carpenter

One of the most beautiful and revealing 
incidents in Christ’s ministry is given us in 
Mark 5:1-17. The event took place as Jesus 
walked along the seashore after calming the 
stormy waters. He was suddenly confronted 
by a man, naked and filthy and wild. Pos
sessed by evil spirits, the man dwelled 
among the tombs and could not be re
strained by chains or bands of iron. Help
lessly and hopelessly at the mercy of the 
unholy tenants within, he could be heard 
day and night crying out in agony as he cut 
himself on the jagged stones of the tombs.

Jesus freed him from his bondage by 
commanding the demons to enter into a 
herd of swine feeding nearby. When invaded 
by the evil horde the animals fled into the 
sea and perished!

The crowd that gathered should have 
rejoiced at sight of the afflicted man, clothed 
and rational at the feet of Christ. But, alas! 
They did not see God’s miracle of grace. 
They saw instead the carcasses of the swine.

Terrified of such power and its potential 
threat to their material possessions they 
began to plead with Him to leave their land. 
He graciously complied, leaving behind only 
one who understood His great love.

How often we miss the gem of truth con
cealed in our everyday circumstances. Pre
occupied with our worldly affairs we often, 
unknowingly, turn away those who would 
bless our lives and heal our hearts. God 
demonstrates His love to us in many ways. 
His blessings sometimes come sheathed in 
sorrow or financial setback. We must be 
alert to His ministry and learn to place the 
proper interpretation on His work in our 
lives lest we lose the blessedness of His 
presence.

Carpenter is a member of Broadway Baptist 
Church, Memphis.
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EDITORIALS

One year of ‘letters to the editor’
Last November the Baptist and Reflector began to publish 

“letters to the editor” on a regular basis. Since that time, letters 
have been printed every week—except those weeks when no 
letters were received.

From co inn ents we have received, the “letters to the editor” 
column has been one of our most popular features. It should be.

The Baptist and Reflector does not belong to the editor, the 
Baptist building, nor the Executive Board—but to the Baptists 
of Tennessee. Therefore, the editor is not the only one who has 
the right to express opinions in this paper. During the past year 
we have printed 119 “letters to the editor” from 103 different 
writers. The only reason we did not print more is because we 
did not receive more.

Every controversial or critical “letter to the editor” which 
followed our guidelines was published—except for a couple 
which were in my briefcase which was taken at the State 
Legislature. I get amused at those letter writers who add a 
sentence like “I bet you won’t print this” which really means, 
“If I were editor, I wouldn’t print it!”

We have deleted a few personal references in some published 
letters.

Thus far, we have not limited the frequency of letters printed 
from any writer, even though we did have four letters from one 
subscriber.

Hopefully, the “letters to the editor” feature will continue to 
be a popular, well-used forum for Tennessee Baptists.

In order that you may use this feature more effectively we 
are reprinting our guidelines for such letters.

MARVEL OF THE AGES

(1) Subjects should be related to the interest of Christians in 
general, and if possible to Tennessee Baptists in particular. A 
letter does not have to be about anything that has been printed 
in the Baptist and Reflector.

(2) Please deal with issues (when possible) rather than 
persons. We recognize, however, that this is not always possible, 
so try to deal with what he said or what he did—rather than 
what you think he is!

(3) Be brief. Letters of over 300 words will not be used. 
Other letters may be shortened at the discretion of the editor.,

(4) Include your name and address, IF you want it printed. 
Anonymous letters are not taken seriously, since the writer 
obviously wasn’t very serious about his opinion—in fact, he 
must have been ashamed to claim it!

We recognize there are occasions when your name printed 
under a letter might prove embarrassing. Therefore, we will 
withhold the writer’s name for sufficient reason. If we feel the 
reason is not sufficient to justify withholding your name, the 
letter will be returned.

(5) Mimeographed letters or carbon copies of letters are 
questionable. It is obvious that these were not written to us, but 
to someone else (or to everyone else).

These guidelines are not intended to discourage you from 
writing a “letter to the editor.” Only (3) and (4) will disqualify 
any letter from publication.

A “letter to the editor” column is a vital and necessary part 
of any newspaper, and especially is this true of a Baptist state 
paper. Baptists are correctly strong on the concept that each 
Baptist has the right to be heard—or to be read.

TBC messengers
In less than two weeks, the 103rd annual session of the 

Tennessee Baptist Convention will convene at Central Church 
of Bearden, Knoxville, Nov. 15-17. Over 1,500 messengers are 
expected.

According to the TBC Constitution, every cooperating church 
—regardless of size—is entitled to one messenger. Then, a 
church may have one additional messenger for every 100 
members above the first 100 members. However, no church can 
have more than 10 messengers.

Cooperating churches are defined by the Constitution, Article 
II, as “such churches as contribute financially to the Convention 
or its agencies and subscribe to and support the principles, 
programs, and policies of the Convention.”

Messengers to the state convention must be elected by their 
churches in a regular or called church business meeting.

To aid in registration at the convention, registration cards 
for messengers can be secured from the state convention office 
or your associational office. These should be filled out and 
brought to the convention in Knoxville. Registration tables will 
be set up at Central Church, beginning at 9:00 a.m. EST on 
Nov. 14.

A messenger attempting to register without a registration card 
signed by the church moderator or clerk will be referred to the 
convention’s Credentials Co:Hill ittee.
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Gfcero’s 

comment

By the editor

One year ago this week the Shackleford 
family was making the geographic and occu
pational transition from Indianapolis to 
Brentwood, from the Indiana Baptist to the 
Baptist and Reflector.

This anniversary seems like an appropri
ate time to say “Thank You” to a lot of 
people who have made this transition so 
meaningful and enjoyable.

My gratitude goes to the TBC Executive 
Board for their confidence in voting to call 
me to this position. An extra amount of 
appreciation should go to the board’s Ad
ministrative Committee who serves as the 
paper’s Board of Directors for their en
couragement and editorial freedom.

I want to publicly thank Ralph E. Norton, 
TBC executive secretary, for what he has 
meant to me this past year. An editor could 
not ask for more support from an executive 
secretary. And, I must say the same for 
the other employees of the Tennessee Baptist 
Convention.

A special “Thank You” goes to the staff 
of the Baptist and Reflector—Mrs. Eura 
Lannom, Mrs. Bobbie Durham, Mrs. Betty 
Williams, and Mrs. Doris Elliott—for their 
patience and guidance as I learned about 
Tennessee Baptists. Their collective 61 years 
of work on the Baptist and Reflector is a 
valuable asset to a new editor.

My appreciation also should be expressed 
to the employees of Curley Printing Co. who 
print and address the Baptist and Reflector 
each week—as they have for nearly 30 
years.

May I also publicly express my thanks to 
my wife Tommye and my daughters, Tina 
and Dee Ann, for the supportive way they 
have adapted to a new home, to new 
schools, and to a new hometown.

And, of course, my grateful appreciation 
must go to YOU, the readers of the Baptist 
and Reflector—this week there are 77,786 
of you! Your response during the last 12 
months has been fantastic. Even my critics 
have reacted in a very Christian manner.

Ultimately, my gratitude goes to God for 
allowing me this opportunity to serve Him 
and the Baptists of Tennessee. It was almost 
25 years ago as a senior at Mercer Uni
versity that I admitted to myself and to 
others that God was leading me into re
ligious journalism, rather than a pulpit 
ministry. I am thankful that this 1953 
decision has led now to Tennessee and to 
the Baptist and Reflector.

to .
Letters on any religion-related subject are welcomed. Letters of over 300 words 
will not be used. Other letters may be shortened at the discretion of the editor. 
No unsigned letters will be printed, but writer’s name will be withheld for 
sufficient reason. Letters must contain complete address.

Catholics and 'Soap'
Dear Editor:

Several years ago a Catholic religious 
order advertised for seminary candidates in 
Playboy magazine. More recently, a female 
columnist for this nation’s largest Catholic 
weekly wrote of her son keeping the same 
magazine in their home. No one asked her; 
she just volunteered the information. This 
paper, Our Sunday Visitor, is the only 
national Catholic newspaper the Memphis 
priests’ senate did not outlaw in the diocese.

In view of all of this, it is no wonder that 
Common Sense, the official newspaper of 
the Memphis Catholic Diocese, carried an 
editorial which strongly criticized the people 
who opposed the airing of the “Soap” series 
before any of the series had been shown 
(Common Sense, Oct. 23).

HMB to grant loans 
to Canada churches

ATLANTA—Canadian churches affiliated 
with a Southern Baptist state convention 
may now apply for loans from the Southern 
Baptist Home Mission Board, Robert Kil
gore, director of the board’s division of 
church loans, said here.

Kilgore said the decision to consider 
Canadian churches for loans comes in re
sponse to an action by the Southern Baptist 
Convention in Kansas City in June, which 
opened the way for denominational agencies 
to assist Baptist churches in Canada.

Kilgore, noting the action is an exception 
to ordinary loan procedures, said the loans 
will be made to the Canadian churches in 
U.S. currency and that recipients will be 
asked to use U.S. currency to repay the 
loans. “Canadian churches receiving loans 
will make the adjustments in exchange rates 
themselves,” Kilgore said. “This will give 
them an advantage or a disadvantage finan
cially, depending on exchange rates.”

Kilgore said eligible churches are in 
Western Canada and are affiliated with the 
Northwest Baptist Convention, which covers 
Southern Baptist work in Oregon and Wash
ington, and is one of 33 state-level Baptist 
conventions covering Southern Baptist work 
in 50 states. (BP)

The guardianship of morals has been 
placed in the hands of clergy. Certain 
clergymen saw segments of “Soap” before 
it was aired and thought it too filthy to be 
shown to the public. “Soap” makes sin a 
thing to be expected, instead of a thing to 
be avoided. Southern Baptists made an effort 
to keep “Soap” off the air, and with the 
help of a very few Catholics, succeeded in 
keeping it from being shown on three ABC 
stations in Tennessee and probably many 
more throughout the nation.

Our Constitution guarantees the right of 
peaceful opposition which, in this case, is a 
religious sound practice. I wonder if the 
editorial staff of Common Sense would like 
to change the law in this matter? The 
clergy, as well as religious publications, 
should try to make it as easy as possible for 
their charges and readers to follow God’s 
law, not put stumbling blocks in their path 
(read I Cor. 10:32-33). 1

Several years ago Southern Baptists in
stigated a successful letter campaign to the 
FCC, which was threatening to ban religious 
broadcasts over public TV. Few Catholics 
heard about this even after it was settled.

Opposing immorality is something all 
Christian faiths should have in common 
(read I Thess. 4:7-8). If God is trusted and 
feared more than evil, He will give victory 
to any united effort against evil.

Robert S. Dubiel 
439 Parrish 
Martin, TN 38237

As a Catholic, you will be pleased to 
know that many Catholic organizations have 
been active in opposing “Soap,” including 
the Catholic League for Religious and Civil 
Rights, the Knights of Columbus, the Na
tional Council of Catholic Women, and the 
International Federation of Catholic Alum
nae. Some diocesan newspapers have taken 
strong editorial stand in opposition to the 
series, (editor)
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Our People and Our Churches . . .
LEADERSHIP...

In Hardeman County Association, Poca
hontas Church called W. W. Clark as in
terim pastor.

Whiteville Church, Whiteville, called El
don A. Byrd, professor at Union University, 
as interim pastor.

S. R. Woodson is serving as interim pas
tor at Lexington First Church following the 
recent retirement of E. E. Deusner.

Southwestern Church, Holston Associa
tion, called Robert Worden as minister of 
education, music, and youth. A native of 
Jonesboro, Ark., Worden is a graduate of 
the University of Tennessee at Martin and 
Southwestern Baptist Theological Seminary. 
He has served as youth counselor, supply 
preacher, music director, and youth director 
in various churches. Leroy Carpenter is pas
tor at Southwestern.

Rosemary Mottem, minister of music at 
Clark Street Church, Johnson City, resigned 
to enter Southwestern Baptist Theological 
Seminary. Dale Martin is pastor at Clark 
Street.

Richard Taylor, pastor, Union Church, 
Johnson City, resigned from Tennessee East
man after 15 years to become full-time pas
tor of the church. He has been at Union for 
three years and has led them in an expansion 
program. The congregation anticipates com
pletion of a new building by the first of the 
year.

Ed Glover, Carson-Newman College, was 
called as interim pastor of Jonesboro First 
Church.

Howard King, Colonial Heights Church, 
Kingsport, is serving Oak Grove Church, 
Holston Association, as interim pastor. Oak 
Grove Church also called Norman McGaha 
as music director.

Clark Street Church, Johnson City, called 
Dawn Mauk as part-time music director. 
Mauk has done graduate work in music 
education at East Tennessee State University 
and the University of Tennessee. Dale 
Martin is pastor at Clark Street.

Jim Lyon, a native of Bluff City, is the 
new minister of music and education at 
Glenwood Church, Kingsport. Lyon is a 
graduate of East Tennessee State University 
and has done graduate work at North Texas 
State University in Denton. Gilbert Adams 
is pastor at Glenwood.

PEOPLE...
Savannah First Church held deacon ordi

nation services for Keith Casteel, Bruce 
Grisham, Carrell Robinson, and Jerry

Rogers. Matt Tomlin, Selmer First Church, 
brought the ordination sermon. S. W. 
DeBell, director of missions, Shiloh Asso
ciation, assisted in the service. Jim Osborne 
is pastor at Savannah First.

LaFollette First Church ordained Lemuel 
Laxton, Charles Fugate, and Larry Smith as 
deacons. Harlan F. Reynolds is pastor.

Mount Carmel Church, Signal Mountain, 
ordained four men as deacons. They were 
Larry Miller, Sam Miller, David Tucker, 
and Larry Wingo. The charge to the candi
dates was delivered by John C. Humble. 
Henry Harrison delivered the charge to the 
church. Dewey Layne, chairman of deacons, 
presented a Bible to each candidate. Jimmy 
Bond is pastor.

Bobby Vickers was ordained to the gospel 
ministry by Burt Church, Woodbury. He is 
serving as pastor of Pleasant Hill Church, 
Sparta.

Bob Parton was ordained as a deacon by 
Meridian Church, Knoxville. James Hutson 
is pastor.

Harry Hall, associate minister at Broad
way Church, Knoxville, was honored on 
his 15th anniversary with the church last 
month. On the occasion, Hall was also or
dained to the gospel ministry by the church. 
Former pastor Lewis E. Rhodes presented 
the charge; Harold Ritchey presented the 
Bible; and Ken McMahan delivered the 
special prayer. Marion Barnett is pastor.

Mr. and Mrs. W. H. Johnson, Leawood 
Church, Memphis, celebrated their 50th 
wedding anniversary. Jerry L. Glisson is 
their pastor.

Mayland Church, Cumberland Plateau 
Association, honored their pastor, J. E. 
Parrott, on the occasion of his 40th anni
versary in the ministry and 14th year as 
pastor of the church.

Mr. and Mrs. W. P. Wilburn, Old Hick
ory First Church, celebrated their 60th wed
ding anniversary.

Two men were ordained as deacons and 
four others were named deacons emeritus 
during special services at Sharon Church, 
Knoxville. Ordained were John Hockensmith 
and Bob Swabe. Pastor James E. Robertson 
delivered the ordination sermon. G. Tate 
Trotter, Curtis Cardwell, J. Parlon Cardwell, 
and J. Walter Gentry were named deacons 
emeritus. The four have a combined total of 
134 years of service as deacons.

Ivan Spencer was ordained as a deacon in 
services at Spring Creek Road Church, 
Chattanooga. L. Frank Welch is pastor.

Floyd Smith, a member of Huron Church, 
Beech River Association, for over 35 years, 
died in Baptist Memorial Hospital in Mem
phis.

Southside Church, Dyersburg, ordained 
Bobby Fisher and Jerome Campbell as dea
cons. Joe Naylor is pastor.

Herman Steele was ordained as a deacon 
by Keith Springs Church, Duck River As
sociation. O. P. Ethridge is pastor.

Midway Church, Sewanee, licensed Eu
gene Nunley to the gospel ministry.

Bethel Church, Nolachucky Association, 
ordained James K. Weeks as a deacon.

Westview Church, Morristown, ordained 
Roy Shockley to the gospel ministry.

Central Church, Knoxville, ordained 
Mack Bingham and Archie Fendley to the 
ministry. Bill Bruster is pastor.

J. B. Wilson was ordained as a deacon 
at North Athens Church, Athens. R. W. 
Prevost had been serving as interim pastor.

Michael Blake Mayo was ordained to 
the gospel ministry by Brighton Church, 
Brighton.

Tom Johnson, pastor of Gallaway First 
Church, brought the ordination message 
when Donald W. McCulley was ordained to 
the gospel ministry. Charles Denkins led in 
the questioning, and Wade Taylor delivered 
the charge. McCulley is pastor of Bell Grove 
Church, Bell Grove, Ky.

Jack Martin was ordained as a deacon at 
Mt. Olive Church, Fayette Association.

John Ellzey, Phil Glisson, and Mike Irvin 
were ordained to the gospel ministry at Lea
wood Church, Memphis. Jerry L. Glisson is 
pastor.

Mr. and Mrs. J. T. Miles were honored 
on the occasion of their golden wedding 
anniversary at Paris First Church. CarroD 
C. Owen is pastor.

Jeff Lockman and John Medearis were 
licensed to the gospel ministry by Central 
Church, Hixson. Richard Smith, Ben Plain, 
and Frank Poland were ordained as deacons 
by the church. Billy N. Kennedy is pastor.

W. D. Forrester, a long-time member of 
Oak Grove Church, Gibson County Asso
ciation, and a member of the associational 
executive board, died in September.

Dalewood Church, Nashville, ordained 
George Kesterson as a deacon. Mike Daw
son is pastor.

(Continued on page 11)
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pulpit Jkiu
By Jim Griffith

Backrow pew occupants are plentiful in most churches—the front row being as neglected 
as a how-to-lose-weight book at a preacher’s picnic.

It is no exaggeration to say that at every worship service the front pew is as empty 
as a miser’s heart.

In fact, the only thing that receives as little use as the front pew in a church is the 
third verse in a hymn.

It was because of this that a certain minister was delighted and surprised to see a 
stranger come into church one Sunday morning, walk all the way down the aisle and sit 
on the front pew—the area which his congregation always avoided like the plague.

After the service, the minister made a point of thanking the stranger. “I particularly 
wondered,” he said, “how you happened to sit right on the front row?”

“Oh,” said the stranger, “I’m a city bus driver and I just wanted to see how you got all 
the people to sit in the back.”

Our People and
Our Churches...

(Continued from page 10)
Five deacons were ordained at Radnor 

Church, Nashville. They included Bobby 
Bradberry, Tommy Dunn, Manuel Gonzales, 
Charles Granstaff, and Kendall Kitchens. 
Jack Goodwin, pastor, Indian Hills Church, 
Gallatin, gave the ordination sermon. Paul 
Durham is pastor at Radnor.

Danny Reed was ordained to the gospel 
ministry at Barton’s Creek Church, Wilson 
County Association.

Bible puzzle
Answers on page 14

ACROSS

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11

12 13 *

15 16 17 •

18 '9 20

21 22 23 24 25
?6 27 28

29 30 31 32

33 34

35 36|37 38 39 40

41 42 MM 43 44

45 46

48 49 50 •

51 52 53

51 Siberian people
52 Where Jacob fled 

(Hos. 12:12)
53 Deserter: abbr.

1 Transgression
4 “the — of Christ” 

(Phil. 3)
9 Filthy place

12 Birthright price 
(Heb. 12:16;2 words)

14 Burmese people
15 Nimrod’s city 

(Gen. 10:9-10)
16 Purposes
18 Man (Num. 1:15)
19 Color
20 Netherland’s 

commune
21 He belonged to 

David (1 Ki. 1:8)
22 Anathematize
24 Candlenut
26 Units of money: 

abbr.
27 Glazed pottery: var.

29 “their first — ” 
(Jude 6)

32 “— of the Lord” 
(Lev. 23)

33 Make amends
34 “but she of her —” 

(Mark 12)
35 Go astray
36 Stigmas
38 Presidential 

monogram
41 Unit of electricity: 

abbr.
43Direction: abbr.
44 Ramath—

(Judg. 15:17)
45 “----- and one 

mouth” (Rom. 15)
47 He pursued Sisera 

(Judg.4:22)
48 Once more: abbr.
49 “but we seek-------- ” 

(Heb. 13)
CRYPTOVERSE

DOWN

1 “Be —” (I Pet.5)
2 Fatuous
3 Man (Neh. 10:19)
4 N.T.book: abbr.
5 Railroad: abbr.
6 Willows
7 Impels
8 Weather word: abbr.
9 “But be shod with

—” (Mark 6)
10 “----- the Spirit” 

(Acts 5)
11 Time periods: abbr.
13 “All — seek for 

thee” (Mark 1:37)
17 Electrical engineer: 

abbr.
19 Reign
22 Doves’ homes
23 “house of —” 

(Amos l:5;poss.)
25 Exclamations
26 Biblical tribe
28 Dine
29 Biological suffix: pl.
30 “as in a — country” 

(Heb. 11)
31 “because fear hath

(1 John 4)
32 Destiny
34 Marvel
37 Coin
38 Tetrarch (Luke 3:19)
39 Disgrace
40 Mongrel dogs: var.
42 Time: abbr.
44 Resinous substance
45 Tree
46 Hawaiian hawks
47 Large snake
50 New Zealand tree

CHURCHES...
Springhill Church, Dyersburg, broke 

ground for an educational building to be 
added to the present structure. Jack Chap
man is pastor.

Emmaus Church, Newbern, reported that 
the church has gone to full-time services, 
including Sunday morning, night, and 
Wednesday night. John Poor is pastor.

Hurricane Church, Wilson County Asso
ciation, celebrated its 162nd anniversary re
cently. Wallace Owen, Wartrace, Tenn., 
pastor of the church in 1939, was the guest 
speaker. Billy Hill is pastor.

Dedication services were held at Brainerd 
Church, Chattanooga, for the church’s new 
Maas-Rowe Carillon. The system was pre
sented to the church by Mr. and Mrs. Amon 
Swanger and family, in memory of Mrs. J. 
Ralph McIntyre and in honor of J. Ralph 
McIntyre, pastor of Brainerd from 1959 
until July 1977.

Feathers Chapel announced completion 
of the addition to their building. The addi
tion included two Sunday School rooms, a 
vestibule to the front of the sanctuary, and 
a new steeple. Carl Feathers is pastor.

Hixson First Church dedicated an outdoor 
chapel recently in memory of Whitt Aiken 
who served them as pastor for 12 years. 
The chapel is located on a wooded hill and 
accommodates approximately 200 persons.

Eldad Church, Gibson County Associa
tion, observed the 150th anniversary of the 
church in September. H. B. Woodward and 
Max Walker were guest speakers.

Construction is underway on an activi
ties building for Antioch Church, Humboldt.

TEV RK FRNX DY PEVRDC JRK OECK EAX

EK E KJEOYZ DJED MEKKXDJ EZEC

Today’s Cryptoverse clue: X equals E
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UNIFORM SERIES
Lesson for Sunday, November 6

Making mercy a way of life
By Mike Await

Associate Professor of Religion and Philosophy 
Belmont College, Nashville, Tennessee 37203

Basic Passages: Luke 13:10-17; I Corinthians 9:19-23
Focal Passages: Luke 13:10-17; I Corinthians 9:19-23

The great nineteenth century German 
philosopher Immanuel Kant once stated that 
persons should always be treated as ends, 
never as means only. This statement is also 
indicative of the ethics of Jesus. Persons are 
important as persons. Their worth does not 
depend on where they fall on the social or 
racial ladder, how they fit into our plans or 
what functions they can perform. Their 
importance lies in the fact that they are 
persons and should be treated as the ends in 
life, not simply as means to obtain goals and 
desires we might have.

Luke 13:10-17
The passage from Luke affirms this idea. 

It is often the case in the gospels, that a 
miracle of Jesus is the setting for significant 
saying. In this passage Jesus was teaching 
in a synagogue on the Sabbath. He en
countered a woman who had struggled for 
eighteen years with some type of ailment 
that had physically crippled her. Jesus at
tributed her illness to Satan (v. 16). The 
purpose of this was to affirm that sickness 
and suffering were not a part of God’s 
intentions for His world. God, therefore, 
was working through Jesus, the herald of 
His kingdom, to rid the world of evil. Jesus 
spoke to the woman and healed her of the 
malady.

STEEPLES 
AND 

BAPTISTRIES

F I BE R G L A S S

Box 133 Phone 277-1551
Dalton, Ga. 30720

Write or Call For Free Color Brochure

Church Buses For Sale
One 1969 Ford, 54-passenger, new motor
One 1967 Chevrolet, 54-passenger, power steering, two-speed rear axle
Three 1967 Fords, 54-passenger, extra low mileage

They have a New Look. All 5 buses are ideal travel buses. Motors, 
transmissions, and rear axles are guaranteed for 30 days.

Priced to sell
Call: (615) 762-2729 or 762-2603
Clarence Kirk, Route 2, Box 112, Ethridge, TN 38456

Jesus’ actions immediately placed Him in 
jeopardy with the Jewish religious leaders. 
The Sabbath was an important day for the 
Jews and was protected from abuse by the 
Jewish law. There were strict limits on what 
could and could not be done on the Sab
bath. The Pharisee in charge of the syna
gogue reacted to Jesus’ action, not by 
charging Him directly with a Sabbath of
fense, but by making a general reprimand to 
the entire audience. He told them that there 
were six days on which a person could 
obtain healing. The Sabbath was not one 
of these.

Jesus responded by pointing out what He 
felt to be inconsistencies in the law. The law 
allowed for the care for animals on the 
Sabbath, why shouldn’t the needs of human 
beings be cared for?

This incident reveals a fundamental dif
ference between Jesus and the Pharisees. 
The Pharisees felt that the Jewish law was 
authoritative until God’s kingdom was estab
lished on earth. Jesus believed that God’s 
kingdom had already broken into the world 
and therefore that kingdom took precedence 
over the law.

Jesus had a great deal of respect for the 
Sabbath, as evidenced by His frequent trips

Ready for the January Bible Study?

J. Wash Watts

A Distinctive Translation of 
EXODUS

with an Interpretative Outline—$5.95

Order: Baptist Book Store 
Or send check: Jameson Press 

1833 Bushnell Avenue
South Pasadena, CA 91030 

to the synagogue (Luke 4:16). However, 
Jesus felt that human need and the work of 
the kingdom took precedence over the legal 
observance of the Sabbath. One of the 
original purposes of the Sabbath was to 
provide rest and relief to the poor. It was 
intended to protect them from excessive 
labor demands. The Sabbath was their day, 
and they did not have to answer to the 
demands of their superiors. Therefore, the 
intent was to provide liberation and justice 
at least one day of the week. Jesus’ action 
toward the poor crippled woman, was in the 
best spirit of the Sabbath. He was bringing 
her relief and liberation from eighteen years 
of bondage. He was providing mercy and 
justice to one who had apparently experi
enced little of either.

I Corinthians 9:19-23 .
Paul was raised as a devout Pharisaic Jew. 

He had been schooled in the law and had 
nurtured a respect and love for it. His con
version to Christianity did not cause Him to 
lose this respect and love, however, it did 
cause Him to re-evaluate His priorities. The 
revelation of God in Jesus the Christ took 
precedence over the law.

Paul related to all people: whether they 
were Jews, Christians, or non-Christians. 
This passage indicates Paul’s tolerance of 
other viewpoints and his willingness to relate 
to them on their terms. It was his way of 
affirming their basic importance as people. 
His past tradition as a Jew took a secondary 
role when it came to relating the Gospel to 
Gentiles. Paul felt that the new Kingdom 
that had entered the world in the presence 
of Jesus took priority over his old religious 
tradition. Though these old feelings were 
probably very strong in Paul, he cast them 
aside in order to follow the full intent of the 
Gospel. Paul was very critical of Peter 
(Galatians 2:11-13) at this very point. Peter 
had given in to the pressures from the 
Jewish Christians and denied table-fellowship 
to Gentile Christians. It appears that many 
Christians had carried their old traditions 
and prejudices over into their new religious 
experience. It was Paul’s contention that 
the old traditions were a detriment to the 
full practice of the faith and should be left 
behind. This must have been painful for 
Paul, but he had the courage and the 
integrity to follow his faith to its logical 
implications.

These passages bring a very basic word to 
us. Persons are more important than tradi
tions, customs, and rules. The Kingdom that 
Jesus ushered in brought the possibility of 
wholeness and meaning to those who found 
themselves alienated and estranged. Our 
purpose as Christians in this day is to 
continue to bring this message of wholeness 
and meaning to those broken people in our 
world. Institutions and traditions are neces
sary and often meaningful cultural forms. 
However, when they shield us from the 
truth, they become elements of bondage 
rather than liberation.
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Mission Service Corps said, 
bringing enthusiasm, fears

RICHMOND — Mission Service Corps, 
the new Southern Baptist Convention pro
gram for one- and two-year mission volun
teers, has generated interest and enthusiasm. 
But at the same time it has led some Bap
tists to express fears and uncertainty about 
the effects the program could have on 
established methods of mission support.

R. Keith Parks, director of the Southern 
Baptist Foreign Mission Board’s mission 
support division, made that observation in a 
report to the board at its October meeting.

The new Mission Service Corps, a result 
of convention action last June, calls for 
5,000 mission volunteers by 1982 with spon
sors to support them.

“There are many who are voicing untem
pered enthusiasm about the Mission Service 
Corps,” Parks said. “There are others who 
identify risks—that may in fact be dangers 
—threatening the basic concept of coopera
tion, with the potential of undermining 
the Cooperative Program, the Lottie Moon 
Christmas Offering for foreign missions, the 
Annie Armstrong Easter Offering for home 
missions, and state mission offerings.”

As on any issue, Parks noted, the views of 
the majority of Baptists would lie in between 
these extremes. “It’s imperative,” he said, 
“that this board (the Foreign Mission Board) 
function in such a way as to pull together 
these extremes. There must be the maintain
ing of the enthusiasm and excitement gen
erated by this concept. There is the potential 
of strengthening our basic cooperative ven
ture by adding to it a new thrust, a broad
ened and deepened stream of support and an 
enlarged flow of missionary candidates for 
career service.”

Parks said the Mission Service Corps has 
brought about a “remarkable demonstration 
of cooperation” but this cooperation has to 
remain convention-wide to prevent “frag
mentation and the emergence of a missions 
society concept with smaller units establish
ing independent mission action.

“It is essential to maintain this conven
tion-wide cooperation in spirit, in giving and 
in missions or else ultimately we will not 
only wreck the Mission Service Corps but 
damage seriously the matrix out of which 
it was bom,” explained Parks.

Parks noted that the Mission Service 
Corps has also provided more opportuni
ties for personal participation by individual 
Southern Baptists throughout the conven
tion. But, he said, this should also be used to 
supply exposure to career service in mis
sions.

“Perhaps God is using this to broaden 
and deepen the main thrust of our foreign 
mission enterprise as expressed in the career 
missionary,” he added.

Mission Service Corps also offers new 
opportunities for mission education through 

the awareness it has generated. “This teach
ing can emphasize personnel needs, funding 
missions in an ongoing program and the 
urgency of praying for missionaries and the 
peoples of the world,” Parks pointed out.

He said this new awareness enables the 
board to remind Southern Baptists that the 
Southern Baptist Convention was born out 
of the mission imperative and commitment 
“to do everything possible to bring all men 
in other lands around the world (as well as 
at home) to a saving knowledge of Jesus 
Christ as rapidly as possible. And this 
objective should call all of us to a renewed 
sense of prayer and commitment to mobilize 
Southern Baptists to achieve our original 
aim,” he said.

“As we keep our basic purpose in mind,” 
he continued, “it is my prayer that the 
present excitement will increase and spread 
and be fanned into a flame of missionary 
enthusiasm in every church and in every 
heart throughout Southern Baptist life.” (BP)

MWBTS reviews plans, 
names new professor

KANSAS CITY, Mo.—Delos Miles was 
elected associate professor of evangelism at 
Midwestern Baptist Theological Seminary, 
effective Feb. 7, 1978, by the school’s trus
tees during their semi-annual board meeting.

In other developments, the board focused 
on further faculty additions, academic pro
gram revisions, campus restoration projects, 
and long-range planning procedures.

Filling the post established by the trus
tees at their spring meeting, Miles comes 
from the South Carolina Baptist Convention 
where he has served as the director of 
evangelism and church services division.

The board also approved initiation of 
phase two of the campus restoration and 
renovation plan. The phase two project 
focuses on the renovation of the single 
student residence hall. Work is scheduled 
to begin in April of 1978. Phase one of the 
overall plan, remodeling of the faculty
classroom complex, was completed last De
cember and increased classroom space by 
nearly 30 percent.

Finally the trustees participated in an 
overview of long-range planning procedures, 
reviewing properties and discussing future 
building and funding goals. (BP)

Church wants to buy Hammond 
Church Organ. Contact Ted Huntley, 
Route 1, Pulaski, TN 38478, or call 
615-363-7170.

Classes for deaf possible 
at Boyce Bible School

By Nancy McGough

LOUISVILLE—As more and more Bap
tists become interested in ministering to the 
deaf, the question is being raised, “What 
about deaf people who want to minister?”

“Southern Baptists have the largest deaf 
work anywhere, and some of these deaf 
people are going to feel called into the 
ministry. But there’s no place at this point 
for them to get any sort of training beyond 
college,” said Carl Enoch, minister to the 
deaf at Fourth Avenue Baptist Church and 
instructor at Southern Baptist Theological 
Seminary’s Boyce Bible School here.

Only two Baptist colleges have developed 
classes specifically for the deaf, Enoch 
pointed out—Dallas (Tex.) Baptist College, 
and Gardner-Webb College, Boiling Springs, 
N.C. No Baptist seminary or Bible school 
offers classes for deaf students, he said.

However, representatives of Boyce Bible 
School and Southern Baptist Home Mission 
Board have begun discussing the possibility 
of establishing classes for the deaf at Boyce 
in the future. The Home Mission Board 
works with the deaf as part of its language 
ministry, since sign language is usually a 
deaf person’s first language and English is 
his second.

The tremendous interest at Southern Semi
nary among hearing students for a deaf 
ministry sparked the initial consideration of 
this possibility between Enoch and Arthur 
Walker, director of the seminary’s Ministry 
Training Center. They were astonished when 
over 70 students, primarily seminary student 
wives, enrolled in the Bible school’s sign 
language course, a 50 percent increase in 
enrollment over the year before and a 150 
percent increase above the first year’s en
rollment.

The need for individuals to communicate 
with the deaf is great, Enoch pointed out, 
since about two million Americans, an aver
age of two out of every 1,000 individuals, 
are totally deaf. Another 11 million are 
partially deaf. Presently about 400 deaf 
ministries exist across the Southern Baptist 
Convention, he said. (BP)
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LIFE AND WORK SERIES
Lesson for Sunday, November 6

Breaking down barriers
By Marion C. Barnett, Pastor

Broadway Baptist Church, Knoxville, Tennessee

Basic Passage: John 4
Focal Passages: John 4:4, 7-10, 13-14, 20, 24-30

A Drawing Together of Themes
In chapter 4 John begins to draw together 

the various themes which he has set out in 
his gospel so far. We will recall that the 
central theme is that of belief. The gospel 
begins and ends with indications that its 
main purpose is to bring us to believe in 
Jesus Christ as Lord. In the first four 
chapters there is a widening disclosure of 
who Jesus is. John the Baptist begins to talk 
of the coming Kingdom, a second theme in 
this gospel. Very quickly he points to Jesus 
as the instrument of this coming Kingdom. 
Immediately the third theme, that of water 
and spirit, is introduced when John says 
that he brings the purifying baptism of water 
and that the One who follows him will 
baptize with the Spirit of God itself.

In chapter one Jesus is revealed to a few 
disciples and they believe in Him and begin 
to follow Him. In chapter two we find the 
marriage at Cana where the themes of belief 
in Jesus, the Kingdom of God and water 
and spirit are all combined. Those who have 
eyes to see can realize that God’s Kingdom 
is coming near in Jesus when they behold 
the miracle performed on the water taken 
from the vessels of purification. In the same 
chapter the Spirit of this coming Kingdom 
spills over into the temple itself when Jesus 
travels to Jerusalem and drives out those 
who are desecrating that holy place. That 
act leads directly to the events of chapter 
three when the Sanhedrin sends its repre
sentative, Nicodemus, to speak with Jesus. 
Here we find Jesus’ fullest self-disclosure 
when in verses 10-15 Jesus points to Himself 
as the coming Son of Man.

Events then rush to a head. Jesus is filling 
out the concept of the coming Kingdom of 
God which John first pointed to. This 
Kingdom, focused in the person of Jesus, 
calls upon man to believe, to commit himself 
to God’s redemption now being disclosed. 
He must make the radical break with the 
past which is symbolized by the water 
baptism, and he must open himself to the 
new Spirit of religion which comes through 
Jesus and His teachings. The Spirit of God 
is upon Jesus, and the Spirit of God is 
coming through Jesus.

The Fullness of Time
Quickly now the impact of Jesus’ ministry 

is fixing its stamp upon the life and events 
of Palestine and John’s gospel shows us how 
rapidly this happens. Already in chapter 
three John the Baptist has himself had to 
come to terms with this fact. His insight 
now is that he himself is but the “friend of 

the bridegroom” while Jesus is “the bride
groom.” “He must increase, and I must 
decrease.”

At the beginning of chapter four every
one else begins to see this as well. Already 
the Pharisees have heard that Jesus is 
making and baptizing more disciples than 
John. The word of Jesus’ importance has 
spread throughout Judea and Jesus must 
depart for Galilee. As He does so, He goes 
through the territory of Samaria and this 
proves to be an event which only discloses 
further His significance and His religious 
identity, even beyond the bounds of His own 
nation and religion.

The Liberating Encounter
Jesus encounters the woman at the well as 

liberation. It is apparent from the rest of 
the passage that this woman was not of the 
best of character. Now she meets Jesus at 
the well in the heat of the day, being 
ashamed to come either in the cool of the 
morning or the cool of the evening when 
others are normally present. Although no 
other males are about, and indeed the first 
century Palestinian was strictly prohibited 
by his religion from conversations with 
females in public, Jesus approaches the 
woman. He asks to drink from her water jar.

This must have surprised her, as Jews felt 
Samaritans to be ritually unclean in the 
same way that any nop-Jews was believed to 
be impure. A religious Jew should not eat or 
drink behind a Gentile or a Samaritan be
cause he never knew with what sort of 
uncleanness this individual had come into 
contact. To do so would separate him from 
God automatically.

Jesus, though, dismisses the woman’s 
gender, her national origin, and her religious 
background as bases upon which to relate

“Man is like to vanity: his days 
are as a shadow that passeth 
away” (Psa. 144:4).

to her. Moreover, He quickly discerns her 
moral character, or lack of it, and begins to 
deal with this problematic part of her life. 
The woman has never been approached so 
directly, intimately, and profoundly by an
other human being; even though she has 
had numerous “intimate” affairs with men. 
She cannot help but feel liberated and begins 
to suspect that this Man who speaks to her 
has more than just an ordinary personal 
piety about Him.

The Heart of the Matter
We now come to the core of this en

counter between Jesus and the woman. As 
we said above, John has presented to us a 
picture of a widening disclosure of Jesus’ 
religious identity. Now at the Samaritan well 
Jesus appears for the first time as the 
Savior of the nations.

In verse 19 the woman senses something 
about Him and raises the question, “Sir, I 
perceive that You are a prophet?” Jesus 
does not answer this question directly, but 
continues in His personal work with the 
woman in such a way that she cannot 
mistake the fact that He is actually answer
ing her.

In a statement in verse 23 Jesus moves 
beyond the position of prophet and speaks 
of an event of central importance, an event 
when God the Father will be present beyond 
the bounds of mountain altar (Gerizim) or 
temple (Jerusalem), and will be present 
within each individual as Spirit and as truth 
directly experienced. But more than that the 
hour is coming and now is!

The tenor this statement is not lost upon 
the woman. Surely, she says to Jesus, You 
are speaking of the Messiah. That is what is 
coming, the Messiah will show us all things. 
She had in mind, of course, not the Jewish 
Messianic figure, but the Samaritan figure 
of a promised, coming teacher, which is 
what she means when she says, “He will 
show us all things.”

Jesus’ reply has a double edge to it. In 
verse 26 His answer can be translated either 
as “I who speak to you am He,” or as “the 
I Am is the One speaking to you” (see 
Exodus 3:13-14). Jesus has now come to the 
heart of the matter, and His identity is dis
closed to the woman. Though He does not 
fit her traditional Messianic conceptions, the 
woman nevertheless goes back to her village 
proclaiming to all that this surely is the 
figure which they have been expecting and 
who fulfills all their religious longings.

The writer of John has now for the first 
time fully disclosed to his readers the sig
nificance of Jesus. Both the reader and the 
people of the narrative itself now have 
enough information about Jesus to come to 
belief. Whereas, in chapter two, verse four, 
Jesus had said “Mine hour is not yet come;” 
here in chapter four, verse 35, Jesus says, 
“I tell you, lift up your eyes and see how 
the fields are already white for harvest!” In 
Jesus, God has now reached across the 
barriers which separated man from Him and 
has begun to reveal His redemptive activity.
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A holiday 
suggestion:
For Southern Baptists 
who share your interest 
in the life of our church .

. . . there couldn’t be a more appropriate gift than BAPTIST AND REFLECTOR!

Starting with their very first issue your friends will become better informed about the signif
icance of happenings in the Tennessee Baptist Convention.

Here are just a few of the people who might like to receive a gift of BAPTIST AND RE
FLECT OR from you:
... a member of your family—parents or children
. . . your Sunday School teacher

. . . your present pastor—or a former pastor who helped lead you to Christ

. . . leaders in your home church or convention

. . . special friends who have uniquely influenced your Christian pilgrimage
Your gifts will be announced with attractive gift cards signed in your name and mailed to 

arrive in time for the holidays.
The cost is small—only $3.75 for each gift. And there’s no need to.send payment—well 

gladly bill you later!

Simply write your name and ad
dress on the coupon below—attach it 
to your list of special friends and mail 
to BAPTIST AND REFLECTOR, Box 347, 
Brentwood, Tennessee 37027.

Your Name________________________________________

Address__________________________________________

City State Zip

Give Gifts of Baptist and Reflector
BAPTIST AND REFLECTOR, Box 347, Brentwood, TN 37027
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Page explains importance of 'Exodus' story
LOUISVILLE—Ask Page Kelley why 

Southern Baptists should use Exodus for a 
January Bible Study and he’ll ask why it 
hasn’t been done already.

That’s because for Kelley, professor of 
Old Testament interpretation at Southern 
Baptist Theological Seminary here, Exodus 
is “where it all began.”

The seminary professor is the author of 
Exodus: Called for Redemptive Mission 
(Convention Press, 1977), textbook for the 
1978 January Bible Study in SBC churches. 
He sees the book as basic to Old Testament 
study.

“Israel did not come into existence until 
the Exodus experience. For anyone inter
ested in serious study of the Old Testa
ment, Exodus is foundational,” Kelley as
serts.

The importance of Israel’s exodus out of 
Egypt is seen in the attention Israel herself 
gave to it, Kelley believes.

“It was through this event that such 
words as ‘salvation’ and ‘redemption’ entered 
her religious vocabulary. Across the cen-

AUTHOR—Page Kelley, professor of Old 
Testament interpretation at Southern Baptist 
Theological Seminary, says the study of 
Exodus is foundational for Bible study. He is 
author of the January Bible Study textbook.
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turies Israel was to hear this mighty act of 
God celebrated in her worship, preached by 
her prophets, and sung by her poets. Its 
memory was perpetuated in the Feast of 
Passover, the oldest and best-loved of all 
her religious feasts,” according to the Old 
Testament scholar.

Even in our own day, Kelley says, the 
Exodus experience has inspired musicians, 
artists, sculptors, writers, and film producers.

“It is safe to say,” the professor indicates, 
“that no other event from Old Testament 
times has inspired as much music, art, and 
literature as has the Exodus.”

Kelley believes that the book of Exodus

Federal court bars TM 
from public schools

SILVER SPRING, Md.—Judge Curtis H. 
Meanor, of the U.S. District Court for the 
District of New Jersey, has ruled that 
federally financed Transcendental Medita
tion programs in several New Jersey public 
schools “violates the establishment of reli
gion clause of the U.S. Constitution’s First 
Amendment and its teaching must be en
joined.” The ruling concludes a suit filed by 
Americans United, the Coalition for Reli
gious Integrity, the Berkeley Christian Co
alition, and 11 individual Protestant and 
Catholic plaintiffs.

The plaintiffs had charged that the deci
sion in 1975 of the New Jersey Department 
of Education to disburse nearly $40,000 in 
federal grants for TM programs in five 
Northern New Jersey public high schools 
violated the constitutional principle that gov
ernment may not advance religion. Plaintiffs 
further charged that the Science of Creative 
Intelligence, or TM, contained substantial 
elements of Hinduism. As such, it should not 
be taught in a public school.

Judge Meanor’s ruling noted that the de
fendants “have failed to raise the slightest 
doubt as to the facts of the case or as to the 
religious nature of the teachings of the 
Science of Creative Intelligence.”

Americans United researchers believe that 
this decision should result in the removal of 
TM courses from public schools in several 
other states. (C/SNS)

Dallas College appoints Lewis 
to direct student activities

C. Douglas Lewis of Bristol has been 
named director of student activities for 
Dallas Baptist College, Dallas, Tex.

He is a graduate of Carson-Newman 
College, Jefferson City, and Southwestern 
Baptist Theological Seminary, Fort Worth, 
Tex.

His father, Clarence P. Lewis, is pastor 
of Sunset Village Church in Bristol.

contains rich treasures to be mined, with 
many truths relevant to our own day.

The call of Moses, for instance, reflects a 
“reluctance to accept that has been shared 
by so many across the centuries,” Kelley 
explains.

“I refer to this ‘Not me, Lord’ idea as the 
‘Moses complex.’ It’s typical of a large 
segment of people who are called to change 
vocations, even in our own day,” the 
Southern seminary professor says.

He believes this part of the 
study will be of special value to 
young people “who feel that 
God may be dealing with them.”

Israel’s years of wandering in 
the wilderness provide another 
intriguing study with relevance 
to today.

“The people of God have al
ways thought of themselves as a 
pilgrim people. There’s a sense 
in which we as Christians are 
pilgrims, and this goes back 
to the wilderness wanderings,” 
Kelley says.

The Old Testament professor, 
a former missionary to Brazil, 
believes that the wilderness wan
derings help illustrate the prob
lems of freedom and responsi
bility.

“The Israelites were unpre
pared to face the insecurity 
of freedom,” Kelley explains. 
“They longed for the security 
of bondage. We sometimes don’t 
want to be free. We want someone to make 
our decisions for us, to provide for us.”

His preparation for writing the text has 
made an impact on Kelley’s personal under
standing of Exodus and of Bible study in 
general.

“Exodus is a book that I had read many 
times, but I’d never made an in-depth study 
of it until now. And it’s made me realize 
how valuable this kind of study is—it’s 
really the only way to study the Scriptures.”

Indonesian Baptists involved 
in two new Bible translations

a

BANDUNG, Indonesia—The Indonesian 
translation of the Living New Testament 
Paraphrased has sold 45,000 copies dining 
its first 14 months since publication. Largely 
a work of Baptist deacon Ganda Wargasetia, 
assisted by Margaret Gunawan, an Indone
sian laywoman, the translation was released 
in July 1976.

Recently, the Indonesian translation of 
Good News for Modern Man was also 
published. It was translated by Mia Sigar, 
chairwoman of the Baptist Women of Indo
nesia and a former editor at the Indonesian 
Baptist publishing house.
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