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TBC approves record budget for 1978
Tennessee Baptists gathered in record 

numbers Nov. 15-17 at Central Church of 
Bearden, Knoxville, to approve a record 
budget goal for the coming year, to elect 
Bill Sherman of Nashville as president, and 
to create a program of continuing education.

Unofficial registration figures announced 
at the last session were 1,657 messengers 
and 222 visitors for a total of 1,879. The 
previous record for messengers was 1,505 
at the 1974 TBC in Murfreesboro.

The messengers approved without oppo
sition a $10,550,000 Cooperative Program 
goal for the convention year (Nov. 1, 1977- 
Oct. 31, 1978). This represents a 12.2 
percent increase in mission giving above last 
year’s goal of $9.4 million. Mission gifts 
through the Cooperative Program last year, 
however, reached $9,911,643.53.

The new Tennessee budget will share 34 
percent of Tennessee’s Cooperative Program 
with missions and ministries supported 
through the Cooperative Program of the 
Southern Baptist Convention. This was in
creased from one-third in recent year’s 
budgets.

The percentage shared with worldwide 
causes was the subject of two motions at a 
later business session.

Leonard Markham, pastor of Ball Camp 
Church, Knoxville, presented a motion 
which would have asked the messengers to 
pledge to attempt a 50-50 percent sharing 
with Cooperative Program in church budgets 
and “to make every effort to work toward 
this 50-50 split on the state convention 
level.”

After discussion, the messengers approved 
a substitute motion by David Byrd, pastor 
of West Jackson Church, Jackson, that “we 
respectfully request the Executive Board 
to continue to give prayerful and careful 
consideration to the possibility of some 
increase each year.”

The new TBC president is Bill Sherman, 
pastor of Woodmont Church in Nashville. 
Other major officers are first vice-president, 
Earl Wilson, pastor of City View Church, 
Knoxville; and second vice-president, Pat 
Landrum, pastor of Brighton Baptist Church.

On recommendation of the Executive 
Board, the messengers approved the estab
lishment of a program of continuing theo
logical education. The purpose of the new 
program will be “to assist pastors, other 
church staff members, and lay leaders by 
providing opportunities for short-term and 
long-term study and personal leadership

PRESIDENT—J. Ralph McIntyre, president 
of the Tennessee Baptist Convention, calls 
the 103rd session of the convention to order 
at the beginning of last week’s sessions in 
Knoxville.

growth.” The Executive Board is expected 
to assign this responsibility to a present or 
to an additional staff worker who will co
ordinate this program in cooperation with 
a number of resources and institutions.

In other action the messengers approved 
the report of its Resolutions Committee, 

RECORD ATTENDANCE—More than 1,800 Tennessee Baptists attended the 103rd an
nual state convention last week in Knoxville. The sessions were held at Central Church
of Bearden in Knoxville. 

expressing appreciation to the host church, 
the convention president and other officers, 
the Committee on Arrangements, the city 
of Knoxville, and the local news media. The 
report stated that the committee will bring 
to the next convention some guidelines 
which will clarify the task of the Resolutions 
Committee, noting that the convention needs 
to speak to some of the current moral issues.

All recommendations from the Constitu
tion and Bylaws Committee were approved 
by the messengers. These changes (printed 
in the Nov. 10 Baptist and Reflector) would 
allow the TBC officers, Executive Board, 
and Committee on Arrangements to adjust 
the place and time of the convention session 
“in a grave emergency”; clarify the officer 
election procedure when no nominee re
ceives a majority; and provide for the 
announcement of vote totals when the 
messengers choose.

In other action the messengers approved 
a recommendation that a reverter clause 
not be required in deeds of churches and 
missions who have received grants from the 
Tennessee Baptist Convention. This stand 
had been taken last year by the Executive 
Board’s administrative committee, but a 
motion at the 1976 TBC asked that this 
practice be maintained. The matter was 
referred to the administrative committee by 
last year’s convention.

The board, on recommendation from its 
administrative committee, recommended to 

(Continued on page 4)



Pastors Conference views 
role in leading churches

By Bobbie Durham
Preachers attending the Tennessee Baptist 

Pastors’ Conference at Central Church in 
Bearden last week, gained knowledge in 
leading their churches more effectively, 
reaching out more actively in their com
munities, and producing better sermons 
through quality and experience.

In nine messages delivered to the pastors, 
speakers accentuated that authentic preach
ing is costly, that redemption requires cre
ative pain, and that fulfilling the Great 
Commission demands no hesitation, reser
vation, retreat, or regret.

Conference attenders also elected three 
new officers to lead for the 1977-78 con
vention year.

Inspirational and musical testimony was 
rendered by Moore and Moore of Nashville; 
the Jubilee Bells Handbell Choir, Knoxville; 
and Ken and Pat Alexander, McKenzie.

Opening the conference Monday morning, 
Jerry Massey, pastor, Kensington Church, 
Memphis, promised the preachers that they 
could be enabled servants by being clothed 
in the power of the Enabler, who is Jesus, 
the paraclete of the Enabler, and the prom
ises of the Enabler. He encouraged them 

PASTORS* OFFICERS—John Adams (left), president at last week’s Tennessee Baptist 
Pastors’ Conference, discusses the program with next year’s officers: Billy Kennedy, 
president, (center) and Joe Stacker, vice-president.

not to substitute human talent, pastoral 
pride, and back door flattery for quality 
preaching. Using the sixth chapter of Ephe
sians as his text, the west Tennessee minister 
said that when a man is thoroughly clothed 
in the promises of God, that man will gain 
a vision of victory.

Casting a warning note, Lloyd Napier 
said that a great deal of the church’s activi
ties have become man inspired, man led, 
and man controlled.

“The church has two obligations,” Napier 
stated. “We must first win the lost who are 
going to hell, and then train the flock. If we 
don’t train those we win, then we are only 
fulfilling half of Jesus’ commandment.” 
Napier is pastor of the Middle Creek Church 
in Oliver Springs.

Turning to the needs of the pastor, Ivan 
Raley asked how long a man of God spends 
feeding himself and nourishing his own 
soul. He listed four commitments as essential 
to a successful ministry. They included: 
giving Jesus Christ full attention, standing 
and looking at the place of service, watching 
within the church in order to know people, 

(Continued on page 7)

Kennedy elected 
Pastors' president

Tennessee pastors attending their an
nual conference in Knoxville last week 
elected Bill Kennedy, pastor, Central 
Church, Hixson, as president for 1977- 
78. Kennedy defeated Lewis D. Ferrell 
and Jack Prince for the post.

Ferrell is pastor of Whitehaven 
Church, Memphis, and Prince is pastor 
of West Hills Church, Knoxville. The 
new president succeeds John Adams, 
pastor, McKenzie First Church.

Joe Stacker, pastor, Concord First 
Church, was elected vice-president for 
the coming year.

Serving as secretary will be Sidney 
Waits. Waits is pastor of Hickory Hills 
Church, Memphis.

Both Stacker and Waits were elected 
by acclamation. They succeed Bob Car
penter, pastor, Lamar Heights Church, 
Memphis, and J. Paul Palmer, pastor, 
Westhaven Church, Memphis, in the re
spective posts.

Mississippi pastor elected 
to lead church in Big Hatchie

Warren G. Banks accepted the call as 
pastor of Beaver Church, Big Hatchie As
sociation. He comes from Mineral Wells 
Church, Mineral Wells, Miss, where he 
served for four years.

Banks was educated at Union University 
and New Orleans Baptist Theological Semi
nary. He is already on the new field.
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WMUers urged to pray, give, go boldly
By Eura Lannom

Highlighting the 89th session of Woman’s 
Missionary Union held at South Knoxville 
Church, Nov. 14, prior to the meeting of the 
Tennessee Baptist Convention were two mis
sionary speakers, one former missionary, a 
Brotherhood executive, an associate in 
church ministries, a language program 
leader, and a concert artist.

Mrs. Glendon McCullough, a former mis
sionary from Ghana and Nigeria, brought 
meditations at each of the three sessions. 
She featured the meditations on South 
America, Africa, and the Orient. “Missions 
keep going; you do not keep it to yourself. 
You share it—God’s love,” Mrs. McCul
lough said.

Ed Onley, speaking on “Into All the 
World Through Christian Social Ministries,” 
told of his work in Capital Baptist Associa
tion in Oklahoma where they have 27 
ministries. He spoke of the various lonely 
people there, and he said that those same 
kind of lonely people are in Tennessee.

“Women, it is up to you, not as a con
vention, but as an individual in the cities, 
county seat towns, government and suburban 
areas to take the message. If it is to be, and 
if we are to take the message into all the 
world, it is going to be up to you and me as 
individuals, one at a time, to minister to 
the needs of people who need our love, and 
in reality we need to share our love.”

“I believe that God is saying to you and 
to me that if we are going to have an 
effective ministry in Jesus, we must learn to 
communicate with Him.”

He went on to stress that we need to pray 
specifically for our needs and to give thanks 
to God. “I believe that we should pray one 
specific prayer and forget about it unil the 
answer comes,” the associate in church min
istries said.

Officers re-elected for another term were 
Mrs. Claude Jennings, Lebanon, president; 
Mrs. H. C. Gabhart, Nashville, recording 
secretary; and two regional vice-presidents, 
Doris June Large, Knoxville, Eastern Re
gion; and Mrs. Jack Skelton, Kingsport, 
Northeastern Region.

New vice-presidents elected were Betty 
Jo Goff, Brownsville, Southwestern Region; 
Mrs. George Upchurch, Paris, Northwestern 
Region; Mrs. Edwin P. Elder, Estill Springs, 
South Central Region; Mrs. J. W. Smith, 
Clarksville, Central Region; Mrs. Elma 
Parks, Englewood, Southeastern Region; and 
Mrs. Donald Pharris, Livingston, North 
Central Region.

Mrs. Tom Willoughby, concert artist of 
Kingston, directed the congregational singing 
and also provided special music throughout 
the meeting. She was accompanied by her 

husband, who is minister of music at Kings
ton First Church. Mrs. O. C. Cunningham 
and Paul Caton served as organists.

In her annual report to the WMU, Mary 
Jane Nethery said that Tennessee WMU is 
still leading all the other states in number of 
manual studies. At the end of 1976 Ten
nessee had almost 1,600 manuals studied, 
and at the end of this convention year there 
were more than 3,000 manuals studied.

“We want Bold Missions to extend 
throughout the remainder of the century. 
More and more we are getting excited 
about mission opportunities that involve not 
only our organizations, but our church,” 
Nethery said.

Maxine Moseley, consultant in religious 
education for churches in southern Ghana, 
reminded her audience that they were a part 
of a team working together on almost any 
given mission field as they give of their 
finances and prayers, making it possible for 
more than 2,800 missionaries to serve in 
something like 88 countries today, and 
possible for more than 5,000 of them to 
serve together here in the U.S. and around 
the world.

“I have come to see in these days the 

WMU LEADERS—The 1977-78 officers of Woman’s Missionary Union are front row, 
(from left): president, Mrs. Claude Jennings, Lebanon; recording secretary, Mrs. H. C. 
Gabhart, Nashville; back row, vice-president Doris June Large, Knoxville, Eastern 
Region; vice-president, Mrs. Jack Skelton, Kingsport, Northeastern Region; vice-president, 
Mrs. Edwin P. Elder, Estill Springs, South Central Region; and vice-president Mrs. Elma 
Parks, Englewood, Southeastern Region. Other vice presidents were not available for pic
ture.

great importance of the power of prayer, 
and what your prayers mean to us. I am 
sure that I would not have been in Ghana 
even one term, much less two, were it not 
for the prayers especially of members of 
the WMU.”

She told the group that “It is thrilling to 
see how God is calling the people in Ghana 
to tell others about Jesus.”

John P. Griggs, missionary to Rhodesia, 
said that the number one problem facing 
Rhodesia and mission work there is Com
munism. We had missionaries in Mozam
bique, Angola, and Ethiopia, but there are 
none now. Griggs told how the Communist- 
trained terrorists enter Rhodesia from Mo
zambique carrying Soviet weapons, find an 
African man, and at gun point, cut off his 
nose, ears, and lips; give the parts to his wife 
who must cook them and eat them. Then 
they say that if you do not feed us and 
keep our presence secret, we will do some
thing worse. He asked, “Do you read of 
this or see it on television?”

“I have culture shock when I return on 
furlough because the Rhodesia I knew for 
15 years is not the Rhodesia being pictured

(Continued on page 7)
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NEW TBC OFFICERS—Bill Sherman (center) of Nashville, new president of the Ten
nessee Baptist Convention, congratulates the new second vice-president, Pat Landrum of 
Brighton (right), as Earl Wilson of Knoxville, the new first vice-president, watches.

Bill Sherman, named TBC president
Bill Sherman, pastor of Woodmont 

Church, Nashville, was elected president of 
the Tennessee Baptist Convention last week 
in Knoxville in a run off with John Laida, 
pastor of First Church, Clarksville. Others 
nominated for the position were Tom Henry, 
pastor, First Church, Lebanon, and Clarence 
Stewart, pastor, First Church, Pulaski.

A native of Fort Worth, Texas, Sherman 
has served the Woodmont Church for 10 
years. He is also a member of the TBC 
Executive Board and the Home Mission 
Board. He is a graduate of Baylor University 
and Southwestern Baptist Theological Semi
nary where he received the B.D. and Th.D. 
degrees.

Sherman is married to the former Veta 
Cole, and they have three children, Donny, 
a junior at UT, Martin; Debbie, a senior at 
Hillsboro High School; and David, a 9th 
grader.

Nolachucky history covered 
in third Glenn Toomey book

Glenn A. Toomey, director of missions 
for Nolachucky Association, has released 
his third book on Baptist history.

“The Sesquicentennial History of The 
Nolachucky Baptist Association and Its 
Affiliated Church 1828-1977” was written 
for the 150th anniversary of the association.

Toomey stated that his interest in church 
history grew from his association with E. N. 
Carr, professor of history at Carson-New
man College. Currently, Toomey is engaged 
in researching and tracing the genealogy of 
all the churches in the 38 east Tennessee 
Associations, past and present.

Earl Wilson was named first vice-president 
in a run off with D. William Dodson. Wilson 
is in his 12th year as pastor of City View 
Church, Knoxville. Dodson is pastor of 
First Church, Martin.

Pat Landrum, who was also nominated 
for first vice-president, was elected second 
vice-president by acclamation. He is pastor 
of Brighton Church in Big Hatchie Associa
tion.

Ralph Norton was re-elected as executive 
secretary-treasurer of the TBC.

Others re-elected by acclamation were re
cording secretary, Wallace Anderson, Nash
ville; registration secretary, Mrs. Alice By
ram, Nashville; statistical secretary, Gene 
Kerr, Nashville; and music co-ordinator, 
Frank Charton, Nashville.

1979 TBC to meet at East Park, Memphis; 
Stow to preach 1978 convention sermon
The 1979 Tennessee Baptist Convention will meet at East Park Church in Memphis, ac

cording to action taken by messengers to last week’s convention. The dates will be Nov. 
13-15, 1979.

As messengers approved the Arrangements Committee’s recommendation, Gerald Stow 
was named to preach the convention sermon at the 1978 TBC. Stow is pastor of 
First Church, Cookeville. Named as alternate was Bill Bruster, pastor of Central 
Church of Bearden, Knoxville.

By previous convention action, the 1978 convention will be hosted by Woodmont 
Church, Nashville, Nov. 14-16, 1978.

The 1979 TBC will meet in the facilities of the church and its private school, with the 
motion noting that the East Park school will not be in session at that time.

Marion Barnett, pastor of Knoxville’s Broadway Church, objected to the convention 
meeting in a school “which was part of a network of private schools established to escape 
integration.” The committee’s recommendation was approved, with approximately 25 
negative votes.

TBC approves
(Continued from page 1) 

the convention that the reverter clauses not 
be required. The messengers approved the 
recommendation with about a dozen nega
tive votes.

The messengers approved a motion by 
Earl Nelson, pastor of Georgetown Church, 
to send a telegram to R. G. Lee, former 
TBC president, congratulating him on his 
91st birthday and pledging prayers for his 
complete recovery.

In a close vote, the messengers defeated a 
motion by Bill Vandiford, Broadway Church 
in Knoxville, concerning the providing of 
assistance to churches in their ministry to 
senior citizens. The motion would have 
asked “the Executive Board in consultation 
with the Tennessee Baptist Service Corpora
tion to begin soon to provide program helps 
to our churches as they seek to meet the 
spiritual, social, financial, and other needs 
of our senior citizens.” The messengers 
defeated this motion after being assured by 
Executive Secretary Ralph E. Norton and 
Tom Madden, church ministries director, 
that this is being studied.

Major messages at the convention were 
preached by TBC president Ralph McIn
tyre, director of the Sunday School Board’s 
church and staff support division; John 
Laida, pastor of Clarksville First Church; 
Allen Buhler, pastor of Shelby Avenue 
Church, Nashville; W. Fred Kendall II, 
pastor of Union City First Church; Marvin 
Gibson, pastor of First Church, Cleveland; 
and Harold Bryson, professor at New Or
leans (La.) Baptist Theological Seminary. 
Devotionals at each of the seven sessions 
were by Peter Rhea Jones, professor at 
Southern Baptist Theological Seminary, 
Louisville, Ky. The manuscripts of messages 
by McIntyre and Laida were printed in last 
week’s Baptist and Reflector.

Next year’s Tennessee Baptist Convention 
will meet Nov. 13-15 at Woodmont Church 
in Nashville.
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Identify with people, depend on the 
Holy Spirit, says seminary professor

Harold T. Bryson, associate professor of 
preaching at New Orleans Baptist Theo
logical Seminary, speaking on “An Alive 
Church Reaching Out,” told those attending 
the last session of the TBC that “The 
greatest need of Tennessee churches is to 
be alive in the 20th century. He referred to 
the book of Acts as the most helpful place 
to look for alive churches.

“There you find the Jerusalem Church, 
one with many traditions. You see the 
young, suburban church in the city of 
Samaria. You see the early beginnings of a 
church for God-fearers in Caesarea. You 
see the rural churches over Asia Minor and 
the county seat churches of Derbe, Lystra, 
and Iconium. As you read further, you 
notice the churches located in the strategic 
cultural, commercial, political centers— 
Antioch, Philippi, Thessalonica, Ephesus, 
Corinth, and Rome. These churches were 
dynamically and vibrantly alive,” Bryson 
pointed out.

The professor cited three distinctives of 
an alive church: (1) an alive church relates 
to Jesus Christ, (2) it identifies with people, 
(3) and it depends upon the Holy Spirit.

“Jesus Christ is the means of entrance 
into the church. The church in today’s 
world has been diluted by people who have 
joined but never committed their lives to 
Christ. Relating to Jesus does not dictate a 
style for a church, but it does mean that 
irrespective of what kind of church you 
belong to, you must have entered because 
of an experience of regeneration; and you 
worship and serve out of a relationship to 
Jesus Christ,” Bryson said.

“An alive church will take the gospel and 
identify with diverse needs, and people will 
be helped. Such a church believes in the 
potential of people,” Bryson said.

“The Spirit of God brings character. Try 
as we might, human beings cannot produce 

HONORED BY BOARD—Jack May (right), president of the Executive Board, presents 
plaques of appreciation to these who rotated off the board; (from left) Matt Tomlin, 
Gaye McGlothlen, Larry Duke, and Don Milam.

Christ-like qualities of love, joy, peace, 
longsuffering, gentleness, goodness, faith, 
meekness, and temperance. These qualities 
can only be produced by the Holy Spirit’s 
residency in a life,” Bryson stated.

He went on to say that the Spirit of God 
bestows gifts, and that God gave one or 
more spiritual gifts to every believer to 
accomplish this bold mission thrust.

Additionally, Bryson said, “The Spirit of 
God continues to bestow gifts. He is giving 
the church members something that cannot 
be attained through education. When be
lievers in local churches identify, use, and 
glorify God with their spiritual gifts, there 
will be a surge of vitality in that church.”

“There is life in the churches! People have 
been born into the kingdom. What they 
need is a new charge of God’s Spirit in 
their lives.”

Bryson challenged his listeners to return 
to their various localities and work with an 
alive church and center their attention on 
Jesus Christ. “Identify with Jesus Christ, 
identify with people, and depend upon the 
Spirit of God,” he pleaded.

200 attend BYW banquet
More than two hundred Baptist Young 

Women from across the state attended the 
BYW banquet Monday evening at South 
Knoxville Church.

Jerry Reeves and Luther Johnson pro
vided special music. Reeves is minister of 
music at Inskip Church, Knoxville, and 
Johnson is a member of Knoxville First 
Church choir. They were accompanied at 
the piano by Mrs. Johnson.

John P. Griggs, missionary to Rhodesia, 
presented slides of his work.

Richard Allison, host pastor, led the 
prayer.

BOARD OFFICERS—John Daley (right) of 
Nashville was elected president of the Ten
nessee Baptist Executive Board during a 
meeting at last week’s state convention. 
Ray Fowler of Chattanooga is vice-president.

Alexander

Board elects Daley 
as new president

John Daley, pastor of Brook Hollow 
Church in Nashville, was elected president 
of the Tennessee Baptist Convention’s Exec
utive Board during a 
board meeting last week 
in Knoxville.

Other nominees were 
Gerald Stow, pastor of 
Cookeville’s First 
Church, and Ray Fowler, 
pastor of White Oak 
Church in Chattanooga. 
Fowler was later elected 
vice-president.

The new secretary of 
the board is Gayle Alex
ander, pastor of Alamo First Church.

During a brief business session, Hubert 
Smothers, president of Harrison-Chilhowee 
Academy, reported on plans for a 1980 
capital funds drive which was approved by 
the TBC Executive Board at its September 
meeting. Smothers said that a fund-raising 
company has been retained to conduct a 
survey which will help the academy’s 
trustees set a goal for the campaign. The 
board voted to extend the time when plans 
and a goal are reported until after the 
academy trustees meet in December.

The Executive Board presented plaques of 
appreciation to its members who are going 
off because of rotation or moves from their 
present grand divisions of the state.

Receiving plaques were John Adams, 
McKenzie; Bill Delaney, now of Chatta
nooga; Larry E. Duke, Morristown; Gaye 
McGlothlen, Nashville; Don J. Milan, Mem
phis; W. Matt Tomlin, Selmer, and George 
Becvar, now in Florida.

The next meeting of the Executive Board 
will be in Brentwood, ■ Dec. 12-13. All 
meetings are open to visitors.
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Our People and Our Churches . . .
LEADERSHIP...

Bluegrass Church, Hendersonville, called 
BiH Wilson Jr. to serve as minister of youth. 
Wilson holds the B.A. degree in social work 
from Murray State University where he 
graduated cum laude. Presently, he is a 
student at Southern Baptist Theological 
Seminary. For the past 10 months he was 
minister of youth at Murray (Ky.) First 
Church. He served Bluegrass as youth direc
tor during the summer of 1976.

John Burris accepted the call as associate 
pastor of Donelson First Church, according 
to pastor Ralph Harris. Burris comes to 
Donelson from Logan, Ohio, where he was 
pastor of First Church. He is a graduate of 
Carson-Newman College and received the 
master of arts degree in administration from 
the University of Michigan and the master 
of religious education degree from South
western Baptist Theological Seminary. Addi
tionally, he is working toward the doctor of 
education degree at the University of Ten
nessee. At one time, he was minister of 
education at LaBelle Haven Church, Mem
phis.

Charles Dill, minister of youth at Broad
moor Church, Memphis, resigned to accept 
the call to serve as pastor of East Corinth 
Church, Corinth, Miss. He has served the 
Memphis church for four years. Jack May 
is pastor.

Larry Carte, pastor, Newcomb Church, 
Campbell County Association, resigned to 
enter seminary. He is a recent graduate of 
Cumberland College.

In Alpha Association, Fairfield Church 
called Odis Farrington as interim pastor. 
He resides in Summertown and is a former 
director of missions in the association.

Tom Clayton was called by Bellevue 
Church, Memphis, to serve as minister of 
family enrichment. He comes to the position 
from Irving, Tex., where he was minister of 
education and administration at McArthur 
Blvd. Church. Clayton attended the Univer
sity of South Carolina and Southern Baptist 
Theological Seminary. Adrian Rogers is 
pastor.

Freeman Wright is serving as interim 
pastor at Indian Spings Church, Sullivan 
Association.

Red Bank Church, Chattanooga, called 
Dallas Roscoe as minister to senior adults. 
He joins the Red Bank staff this month, 
being retired as a chaplain from the mili
tary. Roscoe is a long-time member of Red 
Bank and a former pastor of Memorial 
Church, Chattanooga. Fred Steelman is pas
tor.
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Frayser Church, Memphis, called Benny 
Pritchett as minister of education and ad
ministration. He comes to Memphis from 
a similar position at Florida St. Church, 
Greensboro, N.C. A graduate of Memphis 
State University and Southwestern Baptist 
Theological Seminary, he served previously 
at Park Avenue and Lamar Heights 
Churches in Memphis.

Mark Borom resigned as minister of music 
at Second Church, Memphis, to accept the 
call as minister of music at River Oaks 
Church, Houston.

Jackson First Church extended a call to 
Mike Whaley as minister of youth and 
activities. He attended Austin Peay State 
University in Clarksville. During his student 
days, he served as assistant youth and activi
ties director at Clarksville First Church. For 
the past two years, he has served as director 
of ministries at Friendship Church, Abbe
ville, S.C. R. Trevis Otey is pastor of the 
Jackson church.

Cookeville First Church welcomed their 
new minister to youth, Tim Lawrence. The 
Kingston native is a second-year student at 
Tennessee Tech University, where he is 
majoring in chemical engineering. Gerald 
Stow is pastor.

Harold Hawkins resigned as pastor of 
Shiloh Church, Stone Association.

Dennis Tate resigned as pastor of Cedar 
Hill Church, Stone Association. He plans 
to become involved in mission work in 
Marion, Ohio through the Home Mission 
Board and the Ohconvention.

Harold Ball resigned as pastor of Flat 
Gap Church, Jefferson County Association, 
in order to attend seminary.

Jim Witherington Jr. is the new music 
and youth director at Agape Church, Mem
phis.

Norvin Forester was called as minister of 
education at Whitehaven Church, Memphis. 
He comes to the position from Helena (Ark.) 
First Church where he was minister of 
music, youth, and education. A graduate of 
Delta State University, he earned the master 
of religious education and master of church 
music degrees from Southern Baptist Theo
logical Seminary.

James G. Drury has accepted the call of 
Mountain Terrace Church, Memphis, to 
serve as minister of music and youth. He 
comes to Memphis from Ralph Avenue 
Church, Louisville, Ky., where he served in 
the same position. He attended Georgetown 
College, Georgetown, Ky.

REVIVALS...
Fellowship Church, Riverside Association, 

baptized four new members as a result of 
recent revival services. Pete Mullins, Byrds
town First Church, served as evangelist. 
Louis Wilson is pastor at Fellowship.

Don Bouldin, pastor, Mount Carmel 
Church, Charlotte, N.C., led revival services 
at South Seminole Church, Chattanooga. 
Tony Carroll, minister of music, directed the 
music. Bill Delaney is pastor.

Barren Plains Church, Springfield, was led 
in revival services by J. C. Bigbee. There 
were three professions of faith for baptism 
and one transfer of membership. There 
were approximately 25 rededications. Hugh 
Traughber Jr. directed the music. James N. 
Prewitt is pastor.

PEOPLE...
Mr. and Mrs. P. I. Meador observed their 

55th wedding anniversary recently at Old 
Hickory First Church.

Floyd Burdette was ordained as a deacon 
at Martin First Church. D. William Dodson 
Jr. is pastor.

William K. Beasley, Marshall A. Carter, 
Paul R. Eggers Jr., James A. Lowry, and 
James M. Shull are scheduled to be ordained 
as deacons at Nashville First Church on 
Nov.. 20. Bill Walker, also elected as a 
deacon, will be ordained later, according to 
pastor H. Franklin Paschall.

Eight men were scheduled to be or
dained as deacons last month at Mary
ville First Church. They included Larry 
Cochran, Ralph Maples, Charles Hatfield, 
James Lane, Harley Smiley, Bill Williams 
Jr., Bill Waters, and Hewlette Tipton. John 
Wren is pastor.

McLemoresville Church, Carroll-Benton 
Association, ordained Kenny Smith to the 
gospel ministry.

Mr. and Mrs. Gerald Himebaugh, Fay
etteville First Church, observed their 50th 
wedding anniversary last month.

Golden wedding anniversary celebrations 
were held for M. C. and Merle Fisher at 
Bradford First Church recently. Bill North
cott is pastor.
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Pastors Conference views role in leading churches
(Continued from page 2)

and looking up to obtain a vision of victory. 
The Waynesboro pastor used the second 
chapter of Habakkuk as his text, saying that 
it is the obligation of the pastor to “write 
the vision and make it plain.”

Gayle Alexander, reading from the fourth 
chapter of John and elaborating on the 
story of the woman at the well, explained 
that Jesus saw her as a person of worth, 
dealt with her problem of anger, and 
afforded her a place of acceptance.

The Alamo First Church pastor said that 
this example contains a picture of evange
lism worked out in the context of human 
problems. “The joy of evangelism,” he said, 
“is seeing the needs of people met.” He 
explained further, that in order to effectively 
carry out this evangelism, a person must 
realize that his identity and worth comes 
from God, not from another person. “If we 
don’t have to earn the right to be somebody, 
then we are free to sacrifice that right.”

“Costly Preaching That Reaches Out” was 
expatiated on by Earl Davis, pastor, Mem
phis First Church. Davis charged that “all 
too often, that which is heard from Baptist 
pulpits is designed to tickle the ear or 
inflate the imagination.” Our people are 
hungry for costly authentic preaching from 
the Word of God, he said.

“Costly preaching destroys the comfort
able pew and zeroes in on the major things 
of God’s word.” Referring to the debates 
on Revelation he added, “We dare not waste 
time talking or arguing about the 10 toes, 
when men want to know how to face the 
gates of death.”

The president’s message, delivered by 
John Adams, focused on “Luminatnig the 
Unlit Paths.” Adams is pastor of McKenzie 
First Church.

Using the ninth chapter of Isaiah as his 
text, he said that the Scriptures hold a 
description of men apart from Jesus and 
that it is the responsibility of the Christian 
to show a light to the unsaved.

Hindrances to the Christians’ ability to 
show that light included internal strife in the 
church, ignorance of the purpose of the 
church, ignorance of the superiority of 
Christianity, and misplaced emphasis in 
preaching.

Pat Kough, pastor, Bemis First Church, 
brought the congregation to its feet follow
ing his message, “The Preacher Reaching 
Out.” The standing ovation came as a 
result of his exhortation on qualities in the 
life of Paul as expressed in the third chapter 
of Philippians and the sixteenth chapter of 
Acts. He challenged the pastors to have no 
hesitation, no reservation, no retreat, and no 
regret when following the commandments 
of God.
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Turning his attention to evangelism and 
soul winning, Kough charged that Baptists 
don’t need so many in-depth schools on how 
to win souls or so many books on soul 
winning. “We need to quit talking and go to 
walking,” he thundered.

Delivering two messages during the three- 
session conference, Charles Boddie, presi
dent, American Baptist Theological Semi
nary, Nashville, focused his remarks on 
Jesus’ appearance on the road to Emmaus 
and obstacles which prevent a clear view 
of Jesus.

He explained that Jesus is always “trudg
ing down the road with us,” even though 
many times, like the two men on the road 
to Emmaus, we don’t recognize Him. “They 
didn’t recognize the Master because they 
had not had any food from Him. When 
they saw Him break bread, they knew Him.”

Included in the obstacles to a clear view 
of Jesus were a shroud of irrelevance, clouds

WMUers — pray,
(Continued from page 3) 

in the mass media. When given half-truths, 
we need to be concerned,” Griggs said.

“We must do something! There is too 
much complacency and materialism. These 
are our two problems in America. Commu
nism can come to America,” Griggs warned.

He told the Monday evening crowd that 
they could join him in his prayer: “Lord, 
bring into Rhodesia any government You 
desire, under which Your wondrous message 
of Jesus Christ can freely be proclaimed.”

Griggs praised the Bold Mission Thrust 
and encouraged everyone to get involved 
boldly.

Glendon McCullough, executive director 
of the Brotherhood Commission, Memphis, 
in the closing message, emphasized our man
date to move boldly in this Bold Mission 
opportunity God has given us.

“May He bless us, or may He forgive us if 
we fail to do what is needed to do now,” 
McCullough concluded.

Reuben Canas, Tennessee’s new language 
program leader and interfaith witness co
ordinator, opened the eyes of his listeners 
as he told of the large cities and small towns 
with two or three or maybe more different 
foreign groups.

“You are ministering from the Memphis 
area to middle Tennessee and on to east 
Tennesseee to groups of Koreans, Spanish
speaking, Chinese, Tai, Laotians, Arabic
speaking Kurds, Japanese, and the groups 
continue to grow in number, and the calls, 
and commitments continue to increase,” 
Canas stated.

“Although the opportunities are many and 
the people receptive, the work may be slow 

of theological divisions and diversions, and 
the impact of crowd and peer pressure.

Merv and Betty Moore performed at each 
of the three sessions, interspersing their 
music with testimony. The couple, based in 
Nashville, traveled over 80,000 miles last 
year performing before groups.

The Jubilee Bells Handbell Choir, mem
bers of Wallace Memorial Church in the 
conference’s host city, were under the direc
tion of Bruce Forelines. Composed of 12 
young people, they played five selections for 
the Monday evening congregation.

Other special music was brought by Ken 
and Pat Alexander. Alexander is minister 
of music at McKenzie First Church.

Presiding over the sessions were the offi
cers for 1976-77: J. Paul Palmer, secretary, 
pastor of Westhaven Church, Memphis; Bob 
Carpenter, vice-president, pastor of Lamar 
Heights Church, Memphis; and Adams, 
president.

give, go boldly
and oftentimes is. We must be patient in 
our approach, in our witness, and in the 
expectation of results; particularly where 
and when the transference of language has 
to be accomplished before a valid or an 
intelligible and intelligent message can be 
shared,” he warned.

“One of the most satisfying ministries we 
can engage in is a ministry to people who 
are different from us and who speak another 
language, but who are quite perceptive of 
feetings, attitudes, and very receptive to 
others concerned with their welfare,” he 
continued.

Mike Williams, minister of music at the 
host church along with his adult choir, 
presented presessional music.

Serving the WMU as pages were Carolyn 
Hoffmeister, queen regent, Cumberland 
Church, Knox County Association; Lisa 
Wolfenbarger, queen, and Diana Jones, 
queen, New Liberty Church, Midland; Betsy 
Eden, queen, Bells Camp Ground Church, 
Midland Association; Angie Mitchell, queen, 
Angie Shaver, queen, and Rhonda Rosen
baum, queen, City View Church, Knox 
County Association.

The WMUers heard Jannie Engelmann 
and Beulah Peoples make presentations of 
their work. Engelmann is Girls in Action 
and Mission Friends director, and Peoples 
serves as director of Promotion, Baptist 
Women, Baptist Young Women at the 
Tennessee WMU office in Brentwood.
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EDITORIAL

A good, positive convention
Knoxville was not “knocks-ville” for Tennessee Southern 

Baptists as we gathered in that east Tennessee city last week for 
the annual convention—and experienced a gathering character
ized by positiveness, preaching, and progress.

There were few questions and no criticism as messengers 
seemed ready to enjoy the fellowship, expand their vision, and 
move on to some challenging goals.

Inspiration seems to have been the key descriptive word for 
the 103rd meeting of the Tennessee Baptist Convention. The six 
preachers who spoke made distinctive contributions to the spirit 
of the gathering. Each musician—including choirs from two of 
our Baptist institutions—helped maintain the spiritual vitality 
of the three-day meeting.

The Committee on Arrangements presented an excellent 
agenda and kept everything on or ahead of schedule—except for 
the Wednesday night report session.

For those who go to conventions for the controversy and 
debates, the 1977 TBC would have been a great disappointment. 
Motions from the floor were scarce (we will resist the temptation 
to include a blank page in this issue and dedicate it to the absent 
‘ ‘motion-makers. ’ ’)

The major business item was the unanimous approval of 
Tennessee’s first $10 million budget and Cooperative Program 
goal.

The budget also included another significant figure—the 
increase to 34 percent the amount Tennessee will share through

SAFE COMBINATION = REPENTANCE, FAITH, PRAYER

the worldwide ministries of the SBC Cooperative Program. This 
percentage of sharing became the convention’s most debated 
item at a later business session. It is rewarding to note that the 
debate was NOT to cut nor to freeze this percent, but how fast , 
and to how much to increase it in the future!

The substitute motion which was passed is an encouragement 
to give serious consideration to increasing this percentage each 
year.

Barring election tallies, the closest vote during the convention 
came on a motion that should have made very little difference 
whether or not it passed. The motion asked the Executive Board 
to provide more help for churches in their ministry to senior 
adults. The board and its staff are concerned and will be adding 
more ministries. The motion (which was narrowly defeated) and 
the discussion should serve to remind our leaders that our 
churches are vitally interested in senior citizens and need 
assistance in knowing how to minister to their needs.

Bylaw changes were approved—but made little difference in 
the convention’s operation.

The bylaw calling for a runoff should no nominee receive a 
majority was easily passed—after two elections had already 
followed that procedure.

And the bylaw which allows for vote totals to be announced 
should the majority desire was unanimously passed. However, 
no one ever made a motion asking for such revelations.

Contrasting to last year’s session, the 1977 TBC business 
periods were unusual—there was never the need for a motion to 
extend the time for debate or business. Were it not for the 
parade of announcements, all miscellaneous business periods 
would have ended early.

Ralph McIntyre and the two vice-presidents, Kenneth Spark- , 
man and Raymond Smith, handled all proceedings in a 
Christian, gentlemanly manner.

Bill Sherman was elected as the new president of our 
convention out of a field of thoroughbred nominess. He will be 
in a unique position at the 1978 TBC—serving both as 
convention president and host pastor.

A word must be said about the contribution made to last 
week’s convention by the Central Church membership. The 
church did everything possible to care for the record number 
of messengers—and record number of automobiles. Their 
recently completed gymnasium provided an excellent exhibit 
area. All who attended were appreciative of the efforts of Bill 
Bruster and the Central Church family.

One disappointment at the 1977 TBC was the failure of our 
convention to take any stand or to pass any resolution on the 
critical moral and theological issues of our day. Apparently, 
conventions in the past have traditionally avoided speaking out 
through resolutions. Their value is not always as much as some . 
believe, but it would seem wise to attempt to speak to today’s 
questions.

The 1977 Tennessee Baptist Convention is now history. We , 
came; we worshipped; we fellowshipped—we just enjoyed each 
other. It was a good convention.
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Too many fads, emphases

Churches charged with ineffective role 
in witnessing, soul winning, ministering
Tennessee Baptists saw the other side 

of the coin Wednesday night, Nov. 16, in 
Knoxville, as Cleveland pastor Marvin Gib
son chastised them for not preaching enough 
of the truth, not being sensitive to the needs 
of the church’s constituency and their com
munities, and not being progressive in soul 
winning.

Hand-in-hand with his attack on the 
church, Gibson said that the Southern Bap
tist Convention and its preachers are also a 
part of “Malfunction Junction,” the topic 
of his speech.

The convention, he opined, is laden with 
too many emphases, is at times, too struc
tured and regimented, and promotes too 
many new programs, methods, and fads. 
“Preachers run to this conference and that 
conference looking for new ideas, new 
programs, new methods, new ways of min
istry, new fads, forgetting the fact that all 
we need is a release of the Holy Spirit’s 
power which will enable us to go up and 
possess the land.”

He continued, “Preachers are more con
cerned about a good prospect than a lost 
person and spend their time sending out 
pamphlets declaring ‘since I’ve been here’.”

Laying the charge to all believers, he said, 
“Christians have had almost 2,000 years to 
evangelize the world, and still the harvest 
waits. Today there are more church mem
bers, finer buildings, and larger budgets than 
ever before, and still the harvest waits. The 
number of professional leaders serving in 
local churches and in denominational agen
cies is at an all-time high. However, the 
harvest still waits.”

He expressed a desire to be able to say 
that there exists within the church a well
functioning “now” function. “But, we have 
confused motion with mission, programs 
with power, goodness with the gospel, and 
business as usual, rather than unusual busi
ness.”

He warned that “if we overlook the ‘now’ 
function of the Gospel, we are destined for 
‘malfunction junction’.”

He then submitted that the majority of 
the ineffectiveness within the church is the 
direct result of an incorrect implementation 
of the church’s “now” function which is 
evangelism. To accomplish the church’s 
primary purpose, he suggested the mediums 
of preaching and witnessing.

“Wherever you are serving, dear preacher, 
whatever the size of your congregation, don’t

BAPTIST AND REFLECTOR 
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fail in your primary task of preaching,” he 
urged. Regarding witnessing, he reminded 
the congregation that there would never be 
total penetration of the gospel until there is 
total participation by the people.

Through the use of dynamic evangelistic 
efforts, dedicated discipleship development, 
delightful worship celebrations, and peren
nial devotion to missions, Gibson concluded 
that Baptists may “claim the power of God, 
join in the harvest, and possess the land 
which the Lord has already given us.

The Cleveland pastor is a graduate of 
Carson-Newman College and earned the 
master of divinity and doctor of theology 
degrees from Southwestern Baptist Theo
logical Seminary. He accepted the call to 
preach at the age of 17, and since then has 
served churches in Tennessee, Texas, and 
Oklahoma.

Ministry in the valley ultimate goal 
for believers, seminary professor says

Peter Rhea Jones, former Tennessee pas
tor, now associate professor of New Testa
ment at Southern Baptist Theological Semi
nary, returned to the Volunteer State last 
week to deliver devotionals to each session 
of the Tennessee Baptist Convention meeting 
in Knoxville.

Jones’ remarks were based on several of 
the parables. Discussing the parable of the 
good Samaritan, the professor said that its 
thrust was contained in compassion becom
ing a thing of action. “Compassion is some
thing that you do—human responsibility!” 
He went on to explain that moral responsi
bility has become frighteningly fuzzy in the 
past few years. “A certain type of no fault 
morality explains away human responsibility. 
From this parable, however, we gain a view 
of human responsibility and human dignity.”

Commenting on the roles of the rich 
man and Lazarus, Jones stressed that the 
opinions of men are not the same as the 
judgments of God. “Jesus taught the need 
of both men for each other—the need of 
the rich man to be redeemed from his 
selfishness and to be saved from his greed, 
and the need of the poor man for bread 
from the table of the rich man.”

On “theology of hope” Jones explained 
the sin of despair as various areas of life 
where people are “copping out.” Using the 
parable of the sower (Mark 4), he said, 
“When is the last time, as a Christian, that 
you infected someone with hope?”

He was religiously repulsive and one of

Conventioneers reminded 
to preach the cross

Nashville pastor Allen Buhler told Ten
nessee Baptists last week in Knoxville that 
the importance of preaching the cross has 
not diminished nor become irrelevant.

Following the convention theme, “Let the 
Churches Reach Out Together—Now,” 
Buhler said in his message on “The Im
portance of the Preaching of the Cross— 
Now” that Southern Baptists must preach 
the cross because it is God’s message to the 
human race. “From the cross we obtain 
salvation, and from the cross we get the 
revelation of God’s plan for man,” he 
stressed.

In closing, he revealed that in viewing the 
cross we see the sin of mankind, the out
reach of God’s love, the simplicity of the 
plan of salvation, and the eternal home 
which is being prepared for God’s children.

Buhler has served as pastor of Shelby 
Avenue Church in Nashville since 1971. 
Prior to that, he was pastor of Fairview 
Church in Lebanon and Montvue Church 
in Morristown. He has been in the ministry 
for over 30 years.

the weeds of ritualism, Jones said, referring 
to the Pharisee in Luke 18. In comparison, 
the publican brought the only sacrifice ac
ceptable to God—a broken spirit and a 
contrite heart. “A proud prayer is a self- 
contradiction,” he added of the Pharisee. 
“Subtle sins of the spirit creep in as we 
parade our goodness before men.”

He commanded the church to call forth 
both reputable sinners and disreputable 
sinners as he preached on the prodigal son 
the final evening of the convention. “Jesus 
calls both,” he stated, referring to the elder 
son and younger son. “As Christians, we 
must call both in the name and power of 
Jesus Christ.”

Leaving the parables at the Thursday 
morning session, Jones presented his formula 
for translating worship into witness. He 
listed necessary qualities as a touch of bold
ness, discipline of the Christian and spiritual 
life, and a surrender or re-commitment on 
the part of every Christian. Our purpose, he 
said, “is in the mysticism of the mountain 
coming down to practical expression of 
ministry in the valley.”

The devotional speaker is a native of 
Dyersburg and a graduate of Union Uni
versity, the University of Mississippi, South
ern seminary, and Princeton Theological 
Seminary. He also earned the Th.D. degree 
from Southern and has done post-doctoral 
studies at Cambridge University, Cambridge, 
England. He has been a pastor, conference 
leader, author, and Bible teacher.
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1,406 more missionaries 
sought for overseas posts

RICHMOND—An average of four per
sons a day must apply and be accepted for 
missionary appointment in 1978 if the ur
gent personnel needs of Southern Baptists’ 
89 mission fields are to be met, a Foreign 
Mission Board spokesman has emphasized.

Louis R. Cobbs, the board’s secretary for 
missionary personnel, said 1,406 new mis
sionaries have been requested to reinforce, 
replace, and begin new work on the South
ern Baptist mission fields.

Once again the top priority need is for 
general evangelists, the “preacher” mission
aries who work with pastors overseas, train 
church leaders, start mission points and 
churches, and help established churches 
grow. A total of 282 job requests are in this 
category, Cobbs said.

The 1977-78 personnel needs, submitted 
after annual meetings of missionaries in each 
country, also call for 44 more theological 
education teachers, 39 student or youth 
workers, 36 doctors, 27 nurses, and six 
dentists.

Also urgently needed are 21 music pro
motional workers, 19 secondary and eight 
elementary school teachers, 18 religious 
education workers, 12 agriculturalists, 10 
mass communications specialists, and nine 
pastors for English-language churches, plus 
smaller numbers requested for other types of 
jobs.

These add up to 650 different job re
quests involving as many as 1,261 people. 
In addition there are 145 requests for mis
sionary journeymen, the program in which 
recent college graduates go overseas for two 
years.

Of the non-journeyman requests, 39 are 
specifically for single persons. Another 159 
could be filled either by a couple or single 
person, but are counted as “couple” requests 
to arrive at a total number of missionaries 
needed. The remaining 452 requests are for 
couples.

The list covers career missionaries, mis
sionary associates, special project medical 
workers, and journeymen, but does not 
include the hundreds of short-term volun
teers expected to go overseas under South
ern Baptists’ new Mission Service Corps 
and other volunteer programs.
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Chattanooga Baptists joined with churches throughout the Southern Baptist Conven
tion last week in observing Royal Ambassador Week. In a special ceremony at city 
hall, Chattanooga mayor Pat Rose proclaimed the week as RA Week throughout 
the city. The proclamation signed by the mayor emphasized the work done by the RA pro
gram. Shown with the mayor are (left to right): Matt Nevels, Hamilton County Association; 
Leonard Brannan, Brotherhood director for the association; Randy Thomas, Corbie Stone, 
and Barney Danks, state officers.

Cobbs noted that the requests this year 
show an increase of 76 over the 1,330 
sought for 1976-77. But thus far, only 228 
of these earlier requests have been filled.

The range of opportunities this year is 
wider than ever, Cobbs pointed out. Al
though two-thirds of the jobs require formal 
seminary training, other requests seek per
sons to fill such varied positions as book 
store or business managers, secretaries and 
bookkeepers, publications workers, agricul
turalists or veterinarians, and social workers.

Overseas area secretaries attending a 
meeting stressed major needs in each of their 
areas, with requests from Korea, Uruguay, 
Thailand, and Bangladesh listed among the 
most urgent by Winston Crawley, director of 
the overseas division. Crawley noted that 
Korea badly needs general evangelists, stu
dent workers, doctors and seminary teachers 
to take advantage of the responsiveness of 
the Korean people to the gospel at this time.

Missionaries in Bangladesh, which has 
been devastated by many disasters in recent 
years, are seeking a business manager, gen
eral evangelist, agricultural evangelist, col
lege teacher, and a social worker.

William R. Wakefield, secretary for South-

Broadman Press announces 
Nashvillian as copywriter

NASHVILLE—Mrs. Thelma F. Helm has 
been named a new copywriter for Broadman 
Press, the general publishing arm of the 
Southern Baptist Convention.

Mrs. Helm came to the Southern Baptist 
Sunday School Board from a Nashville firm, 
where she was employed as a bookkeeper.

A native of Boston, Mrs. Helm attended 
Bluefield (Va.) College and the University of 
Richmond, where she earned a B.A. degree 
in psychology.

east Asia, said missionaries in Thailand are 
asking for 15 more general evangelists be
cause they feel there has never been a more 
opportune time than now to proclaim the 
gospel in that counrty.

Wakefield added that a carefully planned 
“team concept” has been worked out which 
will facilitate missionaries and nationals 
working together to reach the Thai people.

Frank K. Means, who retires Dec. 31 as 
secretary for Eastern South America, said 
Southern Baptist work in Uruguay “can’t 
get off dead center” without the immediate 
appointment of new personnel.

The 23 Southern Baptist missionaries now 
serving in Uruguay are asking for three ad
ditional general evangelists, institute teachers 
in Old Testament in religious education and 
music, and a youth and student worker. (BP)
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HISTORICALLY
FROM THE FILES

50 YEARS AGO

The fellowship of Covenant Church, Salem Association, was constituted recently and 
voted into membership of the association. The group has been meeting since 1974, and 
moved into a new building in May 1976. Under the leadership of pastor Bobby Colvert, the 
group is sponsoring three ministries, including a camp worship service, a bus ministry, 
and Alcoholics Anonymous.

Bible Puzzle — Answers on

ACROSS
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1 Aborigine
4 Jesus’ ancestor 

(Luke 3:36; poss.)
8 “— yokefellow” 

(Phil.4)
12 Barnyard sound
13 The dill
14 Son of Benjamin 

(Gen. 46:21)
15 Medical men: abbr.
16 Chinese pagoda
17 Japanese apricots
18 God remembered 

hers (Rev. 18:5)
22 Time unit : abbr.
23 Burmese folklore 

spirit
24 Place of worship: 

abbr.
26 O.T. book: abbr.
29 Aloha symbol
31 Home of Amos 

(Amosl:l)

33 Unrefined metals
35 “take the — with the 

young” (Deut. 22)
37 “cast up mire and —” 

(Isa.57)
38 Litigant
40 Cut
42 River in Scotland
43 Printer’s measure
44 Thing: Law
46 — the mark
48“------------- thy God”

(Ex. 20)
53 “so they —it up” 

(Mic.7)
56 Irritate
57 Extinct bird
58 ami” (Isa. 6)
59 Eucalyptus leaf 

secretion
61 Soak
62 Potatoes
63 Being
64 O.T. book: abbr.

CRYPTOVERSE

Page 14
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1 Kish’s father 
(2Chron.29:12)

2 Farm building
3 Old-age and sur

vivors Insurance: 
abbr.

4 Continent: abbr.
5 “lust, and—”

(Jas. 1)
6 “life is more than —” 

(Luke 12)
7“shadow of death — 
it” (Job 3)

8 “He —in God” 
(Matt. 27)

9 N.T. book: abbr.
10 Employ
11 Interjections
19 Letters
20 Man (Ezra 10:34)
21 Dine
24 Apple part
25 “but what I—” 

(Rom. 7)
26 “thatblessed—” 

(Tit. 2)
27 Esrom’s son 

(Matt. 1:3)
28 Gerund: abbr.
30 “------ the way” 

(John 14)
32 Judah sent it 

(Gen. 38:20)
34 Long narrow strips
36 “murderers of—”

(1 Tim. 1)
39 Affirmative
41 Trouble
45 Pleasant expression
47 Letter
49 Most of trestle
50 Ahab’s father 

(IKi. 16:29)
51 Hinds
52 Detailed 

information
53 To what end
54 The tumeric
55 Fortify
60 Hebrew letter

OAAX PA HIA SZQT GIBSA IA UFP NA

YZVET JFSS PA VLZE IBU GIBSA IA BO

E A F Q

Today’s Cryptoverse clue: E equals N

Corresponding Secretary O. E. 
Bryan reported at the Tennessee Bap
tist Convention meeting in Nashville 
that $336,762.84 had been given 
through the Cooperative Program and 
$143,673.56 in designated gifts.

The messengers to the convention 
re-elected Judge Andrew Todd as 
president. Other officers elected were 
J. T. Warren, Carson-Newman Col
lege, and C. B. Williams, Union Uni
versity, as vice-presidents. N. B. Fetzer 
was re-elected statistical secretary, and 
Bryan, treasurer.

25 YEARS AGO
Boulevard Church, Memphis, en

tered its new $265,000 auditorium. 
C. M. Pickier was pastor.

Una Church, Nashville, voted to be
gin construction of the first unit of an 
educational building. Eugene Roberts 
was pastor.

10 YEARS AGO
________ ’ ’ * V

Wade Darby, Jefferson City, was 
elected president of the Tennessee 
Baptist Convention. Lewis Ferrell of 
Whitehaven and Bill Bates of Martin 
were elected vice-presidents.

First Church, Chattanooga, ob
served opening week for its new facili
ties at Gateway Avenue and Express
way. Luther Joe Thompson was pas
tor.

GLIMPSES OF GOD
A new book of studies in Genesis 
and outlines of biblical theology by 
the late Professor at New Orleans 
Baptist Theological Seminary,

J. Wash Watts, 
with biographical sketch and me
morial address by Dr. J. H. Kennedy.

Order from Baptist Book Store
Or send check for $6.95 to

Jameson Press, 1833 Bushnell Ave.
South Pasadena, Calif. 91030
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North American. Baptist women 
hold Assembly in the Bahamas

FREEPORT, Bahamas — Representatives 
of the North American Baptist Women’s 
Union, meeting here for the group’s quin
quennial Continental Assembly, elected 
their first black woman president and heard 
a battery of speakers challenge them to 
make their influence felt.

More than 2,300 women from 17 Baptist 
groups in six nations participated in the 
sixth continent-wide NABWU, which re
lates to the Women’s Department of the 
Baptist World Alliance. The NABWU 
formed in 1951.

Governmental leaders in the Bahamas 
joined en masse with Baptist leaders to 
greet the visitors, including acting governor 
general, Gerald Cash; minister of youth, 
sports and community affairs, Kendall 
Nottage; minister of tourism, Clement 
Maynard; and Doris Johnson, president of 
the Bahamas Senate and coordinator of 
Baptist women’s work in the islands.

“Our country has roots in Baptist prin
ciples,” Nottage declared. “Baptists have 
been in the forefront of every progressive 
step of our country. Baptists have shown 
us that there is no room for hate and self
ishness.” He paid tribute to Bahamas Bap-

Fore

RETREAT
you won’t forget!

RESORT TO BROOKSIDE
If you are looking for a quiet, com
fortable place in the Great Smoky 
Mountains to hold your next retreat; 
where you can enjoy fellowship in 
large motel rooms and cottages 
(some with fireplaces); where you 
can economize by preparing your 
own meals in fully equipped kitch
ens; a place discovered and en
joyed by other church groups .. . 
Brookside is your answer.

$5.30
. . . per person, sleeping two per 
bed, including sales tax and meet
ing rooms to fit your needs. Rate 
applies as space available through 
May 31 For open dates, call . . . 

SMOSSIBE
MOTEL & RANCH HOUSE 

Phone (SIS) 4364611 
GATLINBURG, TENNESSEE 

tist women as “pillars of our national 
strength,” noting that women have been 
in the forefront of the Bahamian civil 
rights movement.

Johnson, a leader in the Bahamian inde
pendence movement and writer of the pre
amble to the country’s constitution which 
founded it on Christian principles, re
minded the visting Baptists that they would 
have a major impact on the young country.

“There is one of you for every 100 Ba
hamians,” she said. Some 45,000 Baptists 
are among the Bahamian population of 
200,000. Baptist work, which began in 
1790, is organized into the Bahamas Bap
tist Missionary and Educational Conven
tion. The National Baptist Convention, 
USA, Inc. began assisting Bahamian Bap
tists in 1935, and Southern Baptist mis
sionaries entered in 1951.

Dorothy Brown of Nashville, first black 
woman surgeon in the southern United 
States, told of her personal commitment 
to replace hatred and resentment of racial 
prejudice with love.

“Only God has sustained the black wom
an,” she said. “The only abiding answer 
is God. To blacks, I say, the essence of 
Christianity is forgiveness. To whites, I 
say, forgiveness is resolute, inoffensive, ac
curate, and immediate. There is no re
venge so complete as forgiveness. Blacks 
can rise up and say to white America, I 
forgive you. Now let’s walk together.”

BUILD

includes social area, offices, Sunday 
school rooms, nursery,’choir, sanctuary 
to 900people and sanctuary furnishings. 
Built more than 30 times to date in the Southeast.

We are also metal building specialists.

11 write for free
H cTOSTi t inf ormat ion

orca^

(803) 268-6164 
Gymnasium Plan - masonry (803) 235-7031 nights 
construction • basic building (803) 268-7297 
cost$18.0CySF. Expandable 
Christian school structure 
also available.

KING'S INC.
Box 3661 Park Place

Greenville, South Carolina 29608

Pastors in storms, 
Kendall believes

“It has never been easy, but it is a stormy 
time to be in the service of our Lord,” W. 
Fred Kendall II asserted in a message to last 
week’s Tennessee Baptist Convention.

Using the experience of the disciples and 
Jesus walking on the water (Matt. 14), 
Kendall stated that Jesus wants His min
isters to stand in the times of storms. He is 
pastor of Union City’s First Church.

During his message, Kendall referred to 
several “storms” which churches and their 
pastors are facing today. Among these were 
humanism, materialism, scientism, accepted 
immorality, and pressures from outside re
ligious groups, independents, and those who 
want a “show business” ministry.

“I feel a storm wave of vocational am
nesia, as many pastors must constantly re
examine their call to the ministry,” Kendall 
observed.

Related to this is what Kendall called an 
“identity crisis,” as pastors feel “the pres
sure of our people saying, ‘It’s your fault’.”

The Union City pastor noted that attacks 
by independents are blanket accusations 
against our institutions. Then he cautioned, 
“What the independents are trying to do 
by design, we are helping them do by 
default.”

Kendall’s advice for pastors in the midst 
of storms is to (1) support each other and 
(2) rely on Jesus Christ.

“We need each other. I cannot understand 
how a church can align itself with the 
Southern Baptist Convention and the Ten
nessee Baptist Convention, and at the same 
time cooperate with the independents.”

In closing he told the convention not to 
try to avoid storms. Referring to Jesus’ in
vitation to Peter to walk on the water, 
Kendall said, “Jesus wants you to enter the 
storm with Him.”

2825 West End Avenue, Nashville, Tenn. 37203 
615-383-3363
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Kerr, Atchley honored
Gene Kerr, executive director of the 

Tennessee Service Corporation, was recog
nized last week at the convention meeting 
in Knoxville for his years of service to 
Tennessee Baptists during the report of the 
Executive Board and was presented an in
scribed silver bowl by Ralph Norton on 
behalf of the board.

Kerr, who is retiring Dec. 31, served with 
the TBC from July 1, 1954 until Jan. 1, 
1974, when he assumed his present position 
with the newly created service corporation. 
Prior to that, he served as assistant to the 
executive secretary-treasurer.

Also recognized was Bill Atchley, who 
served 22 years as director of missions in 
Sevier County Baptist Association. He re
tired Sept. 30. Atchley was presented a 
plaque by Norton.

Mrs. Ralph Norton heads 
ministers7 wives group

Mrs. Ralph Norton, Brentwood, was 
elected president of the Ministers’ Wives 
Fellowship during their annual luncheon 
at the Ramada Inn in Knoxville during the 
Tennessee Baptist Convention.

Other officers elected were Mrs. Mike 
Dawson, Nashville, vice-president; and Mrs. 
Kearney Bailey, Franklin, secretary
treasurer.

Presiding at the meeting was president 
Mrs. M. K. Cobble. Mrs. E. W Cook led 
the invocation

Mrs James Hutson, Knoxville, and Bruce 
Forelines, minister of music, Wallace Me
morial Church, Knoxville, provided the 
music. Mrs. Ralph Frost was the speaker, 
using the theme, “Walk in Wisdom . . . 
Redeeming the Time.”

The fellowship includes ministers’ wives, 
church staff and denominational workers’ 
wives and other ladies who like to attend. 
There were 104 present at the recent 
meeting.

Lyles re-elected in Tenn. Valley
David Lyles, pastor, Wolf Creek Church, 

was re-elected moderator for Tennessee Val
ley Association.

Other officers elected were: vice modera
tor David Hudson, pastor, Salem Church; 
treasurer James M. Roberts Jr., and trea
surer Mrs. James M. Roberts Jrf., both 
members of Day ton First Church.

The 1978 sessions will be held Oct. 12-13 
at Wolf Creek and Dayton First, according 
to Ben Walker, director of missions.

BAPTIST AND REFLECTOR BRINGS YOU NEWS FIRST

Read to
Enrich 
Itour
Christian Life

FOR SALE
34 Oak Church Pews 

10' long in good condition 
For more information 

Call or write 
Nolachucky Baptist Association 

P.O. Box 326, Morristown, TN 37814 
615/586-7331

h BOOK FOR ALL 
SEASONS 
by Rosalyn Rikel 
Ramage
Spring, Summer, 
Autumn, and Winter 
are the four sections 
of this lovely 
illustrated book for 
children from 
kindergarten through 
elementary school 
ages. Rhymes 
describing each 
season and the 
various holidays 
associated with 
each inform and 
delight the child. $3.95

HEARTWARMERS 
by Jim Henry
This book is a 
stimulating collection 
of twelve evangelistic 
messages by a 
dynamic young 
preacher. Some of 
the titles include: 
When Your Number 
Is Up, Good News 
from a Cemetery, The 
Hell of Hell, and The 
Worthiness of King 
Jesus. $4.95

BROADMAN 
COMMENTS, 
January - March 
1978 
by Donald F. Ackland 
and others
This booklet contains 
supplementary Bible 
study material based 
on the Convention 
Uniform Lessons. 
.Including: Studying 
the Bible, Applying 
the Lesson, and 
Teaching the Class.

paperback, $1.50

<:o:

FASTING CHANGED 
MY LIFE
by Andy Anderson
Anderson, the 
dynamic leader 
behind the ACTION 
plan, describes the 
change fasting has 
brought in his own 
life. Other chapters 
include information 
on fasting in the 
Bible and the annals 
of medicine, well- 
known persons who 
fast, and benefits of 
fasting.

paperback, $2.50

PUT YOUR BEST 
FOOT FORWARD
Michael L. Speer
A neat personal 
appearance and good 
manners contribute 
favorably to the 
overall impression 
a Christian makes 
in witnessing as well 
as working. This new 
book presents men 
with basic guidelines 
on how to dress, 
grooming, physical 
fitness, and good 
manners. $4.95

Available at your

Baptist Book Store 
from

EROADMAN
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UNIFORM SERIES
Lesson for Sunday, November 27

Who is the greatest?
By Mike Await

Associate Professor of Religion and Philosophy 
Belmont College, Nashville, TN 37203

Basic Passages: Mark 9:33-37; Luke 22:24-27
Focal Passages: Mark 9:33-37; Luke 22:24-27

If we were asked the question “Who is 
the greatest baseball player?,” we would 
name someone whose driving ambition, 
natural ability, and phenomenal perform
ance over a long period of time had earned 
that person a reputation as a superstar in the 
game. Our view of greatness would interpret 
it as the accomplishment of the highest level 
of achievement. With this greatness, a person 
would gain a position of honor and respect.

This same understanding of greatness was 
apparent in the attitude of Jesus’ disciples. 
On more than one occasion they quarrelled 
over which one of them would achieve the 
greatest position in God’s kingdom. Part of 
their problem came from a misunderstanding 
of the nature of the kingdom. They had 
interpreted the kingdom in earthly terms, 
rather than spiritual terms. They expected 
Jesus to set up His kingdom on earth, and 
they hoped to have a position of honor, 
privilege, and authority in the new kingdom.

As stated on a number of occasions 
throughout this series of lessons, Jesus set 
forth a principle of reversal in regard to His 
proclamation of the kingdom of God. When 
this kingdom appeared, all human values 
were reversed. For Jesus, this kingdom was a 
gift that had broken into the world. No one

LUhiclwqcr
CHURCH FURNITURE

LYNCHBURG, VIRGINIA 24502
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could earn it or merit it. It came freely and 
mysteriously to all who would be open to 
the novelty of God’s grace in the world. 
Since no one deserved it, no one had any 
claims on any position of honor in the 
kingdom. One person was not anymore 
significant than any other person.

Grace is God’s great equalizer. It takes 
away all elements of pride in one’s own 
moral and spiritual effort in claiming the 
blessings of the Kingdom. As Jacob had 
learned, the blessing could not be bought 
or stolen. Though he took the things that 
symbolized natural rights and status in the 
tribal clan, he did not gain the blessing. The 
blessing was a gift that came when Jacob 
least expected it. It was only after Jacob had 
struggled with God at Jabbok’s Ford, that 
he began to understand the meaning and 
presence of blessing.

The idea of reversal is seen in Jesus’ 
response to His disciples demand for status 
in the kingdom. Jesus and His disciples had 
been traveling through Galilee and had 
finally arrived at their home or headquarters 
in Capernaum. On the return trip, some of 
the disciples had argued over who would 
have the position of authority next to Jesus, 
when the kingdom arrived.

When they reached their destination Jesus 
called all the disciples together and in
structed them on the proper understanding 
of status in the kingdom that He had 
brought into the world. His advice to them 
fits His message of reversal. “If anyone 
wants to be first, He must make himself 
last of all and servant of all.” (NEB)

Jesus understood greatness in terms of 
service rather than position or achievement. 
He brought a small child into their midst 
and said that those who sought greatness, 
must minister to the needs of the little ones 
of the world. For Jesus, the child was sym
bol of all those who were dependent on the 
rest of the world for survival.

Mark’s portrait of Jesus includes this 
notion of servanthood as the basic element 
in understanding the nature of Jesus. The 
most common Jewish expectations of the 
Messiah, called for the Messiah to be a 
great king or warrior in the fashion of 
David. When Jesus came, He did not iden
tify Himself with the notion of kingship or 
political leader.

Mark portrays Jesus as the suffering ser-

SBC missionary hospitalized 
in New York with encephalitis

NEW YORK—Southern Baptist mission
ary C. Ernest Harvey is in serious condi
tion here after being stricken with encepha
litis in Portugal.

Harvey, who serves with his wife, Jan, 
in general evangelism work in southern 
Portugal, had headaches and fever for sev
eral days and became ill with convulsions, 
Oct. 18. He lost consciousness soon after
ward.

He was taken Lisbon, Portugal, Oct. 21, 
and flown to St. Luke’s Hospital in New 
York, Oct. 23. The diagnosis of encepha
litis, an inflammation of the brain, was 
not made until his arrival in New York. He 
has drifted in and out of consciousness and 
has shown limited response to family mem
bers but remains in very serious condition, 
according to Franklin T. Towler, medical 
consultant for the Southern Baptist For
eign Mission Board, Richmond. (BP) 

vant. He came to bring the kingdom into 
the world through servanthood rather than 
political achievement. Thus Jesus reversed 
the normal expectation of the Messiah.

The passage in Luke also affirms this 
notion of servanthood. This passage prob
ably took place while the disciples were 
gathering for the last supper with Jesus. 
Once again, they argued about who should 
be the greatest. In the midst of the tension 
and frustration of the Passion Week, the 
disciples were fussing over who is the most 
important. Once again, Jesus told them that 
the key to the kingdom was in service.

If this encounter is connected with the 
story of the washing of the disciple’s feet 
(John 13:1-17), it further underlines Jesus’ 
words to His disciples. In John, he performs 
a living parable. The Master washes the feet 
of the followers. He who should be waited 
upon, waits upon others.

How does a Christian live in and confront 
the world? He is called to be a servant. He 
is not called to occupy a seat of honor, but 
to bring redemption and justice into a world 
that tries to deny those very gifts to the 
little ones of the world.

“Seek ye the Lord while he may 
be found, call ye upon him while 
he is near” (Isa. 55:6).
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LIFE AND WORK SERIES
Lesson for Sunday, November 27

Jesus —the divider of men
By Marion C. Barnett, Pastor 

Broadway Baptist Church, Knoxville, Tennessee

ic Passage: John 7
Focal Passage: John 7:37-52

Introduction
In chapters seven and eight we begin to 

see that people are very divided in their 
opinions of Jesus now that He has claimed 
for Himself the title “Son of Man.” In the 
introductory verses of chapter seven, the 
Jews are ready to kill Him (verse 1), Jesus’ 
brothers are very doubtful and are pushing 
Him to make some open gesture to prove 
His claims (verses 3-9), and the general 
populace is simply puzzled as to how to take 
Him at all.

The problem was the fact that He spoke 
authoritatively while having no official cre
dentials which would authenticate His mes
sage. As is usually the case when someone 
speaks so directly to a problem from a 
religious perspective with nothing other than 
an appeal to a sense of what is right to back 
him up, people were divided; some saying 
“He is a good man” while others said “He 
is leading the people astray (verse 12).”

The First Dialogue
After indicating to His brothers that He 

will not go up to the feast, Jesus goes 
anyway when the celebration is about half 
over. Even so, He does not busy Himself 
with an activity of “public works,” but takes 
up a station for Himself in the temple area 
(verse 14; see also 8:20) and begins to teach 
as any rabbi would.

The dialogue which follows is based on 
the questions which grow out of His teach
ings. There are some interesting parallels 
between this dialogue and the events of 
chapter five. 1) Both events took place at a 
feast in Jerusalem, though the feast in 
chapter five is not named. 2) Jesus did heal 
a man on the Sabbath in chapter five, and 
here in chapter seven Jesus refers to the fact 
that He has made a man’s whole body well 
on the Sabbath (verse 23).

3) In chapter five Jesus appeals to Moses 
as a witness of His authority and ministry 
while here in chapter seven he carefully sets 
out a teaching in which His own action and 
the Law of Moses concerning certain work 
on the Sabbath are shown to be compatible. 
It seems possible that chapters five and 
seven arise from the same time period and 
the same Jerusalem visit.

The question at issue is that of authority 
over matters of religious teaching. The Jews, 
meaning the rabbis and the priests, contend 
that only those who control and understand 
the religious traditions have authority to 
teach on it.

They are shocked and scandalized that 
Jesus has set Himself up in the temple area 
as a teacher of the Law. They are astounded 
at once that He would do that without 
credentials and at the same time He is able 
to do it with such power, though He has 
had no formal training. Jesus’ response to 
them speaks to both points.

Anyone who knows what God’s will is 
knows the source of Jesus’ authority, and at 
the same time the source of the power of 
His teaching (verse 7). Jesus appeals directly 
to a person’s perception of the will of God 
for justification of His actions and ideas. 
He is daring to sidestep tradition and au
thority and appeals to a person’s sense of 
correct judgment (verse 24).

The Second Dialogue
It now becomes obvious that a great deal 

of public confusion follows upon this public 
teaching. On the one hand people see Jesus 
teaching openly as the authorities do nothing 
to stop Him, even though it is known that 
there has been official talk of His execution. 
Some speculate that the government does 
nothing because it knows Him to be the 
official Messiah (verses 25 and 26).

At the same time the man’s home back
ground is publicly known and this causes 
many to decide that He cannot be the 
Messiah since a Messianic figure would 
supposedly materialize out of thin air (verse 
27). As He taught Jesus spoke directly to 
that latter charge, saying that the people did 
not know Him as well as they thought. A 
mere knowledge of His background was not 
so important as the fact of His being sent to 
do that which He was doing (verses 28 and 
29).

This, too, was seen by some as a reason 
for Him to be arrested though others kept 
saying that no messianic figure could pos
sibly do more signs than He had already 
done. The Pharisaic members of the San
hedrin, sensing some indecision on the part 
of the public about Jesus, attempt to seize 
the moment and have Him arrested by the 
temple guards. Though John has just said 
that “His hour has not yet come,” Jesus 
now makes His first mention of his eventual 
death. His ministry will not go on forever; 
one day soon people will be turning to look 
for Him and He will not be there (verses 
30-36).

The Third Dialogue
The most disturbing and divisive thing 

which Jesus did at this time occurred on the 

last day of the festival. What He did seems 
to be a deliberate action to provoke a 
decision among the people about Himself. 
In one sense the festival being celebrated at 
that moment was a “water festival.” It ex
pressed the people’s hopes for rain and in 
that context water was ceremonially poured 
out upon the altar. After the crowds had 
witnessed this event Jesus returned to His 
preaching station in the temple saying:

"If anyone thirst, let him come to Me, 
and let drink the one who believes in Me.’’*

As verse 43 makes exceedingly clear, the 
result of this action was to deeply intensify 
the conflict among the people as to His 
identity.

The Fourth Dialogue
The division over Jesus reaches even into 

the Sanhedrin itself. The temple guards 
come back empty handed and the astounded 
officials demand to know why Jesus has not 
been brought back. The officers, themselves 
obviously taken aback by Jesus’ authority, 
can only reply, “no man ever spoke like this 
man.”

Again, however, the heart of the issue is 
addressed when Pharisees in the Sanhedrin 
point out that no one of authority or (so 
they think) who follows the strict Pharisaic 
lifestyle has believed in Jesus. Only the 
crowd believes in Him, they say. They don’t 
know the Law and they are accursed.
♦Translation of William Hull, Broadman Bible 
Commentary, p. 286.
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Uganda Baptists continue 
schools, churches banned

JINJA, Uganda—Tentative approval has 
been received from the chief education 
officer of Uganda for 22 local primary 
schools started by Baptist churches here to 
continue operation.

Southern Baptist missionary G. Webster 
Carroll reported about the current situation 
in a telephone conversation with Davis L. 
Saunders, the Southern Baptist Foreign Mis
sion Board’s area secretary for Eastern and 
Southern Africa.

Carroll said there had still been no reply 
from Uganda’s President Idi Amin or from 
his secretary for religious affairs to the 
Baptist request for an opportunity to discuss 
the ban placed on Baptists and 26 other 
religious groups early in the week of Sept. 
18.

Baptist churches in Uganda have not 
been meeting since the ban went into effect, 
Carroll pointed out. He told Saunders he 
had met with the governor of his province 
to assure him that Baptists were not violat
ing the ban on such religious activities.

The people of Uganda are not unfriendly 
toward the missionaries and Baptists, Carroll 

Members of Highland Park Church, Columbia, gathered for groundbreaking services for 
a building which will house the pre-school division of the church activities. It is the first of 
four phases of construction. Left to right are: interim pastor Walter Bennett Jr., chairman 
of deacons Herman Whitehurst, contractor Wes Hayes, chairman of trustees Gideon 
Farmer, and chairman of the building committee Dennis Meigs.

said, but Baptists have had no choice but 
to obey the ban since it has the effect of 
law.

Saunders pointed out that the schools 
which are continuing are operated by com
mittees of parents from the churches and 
are not funded in any way by the organiza
tion of missionaries.

The ban allowed only four groups to 
continue to meet in Uganda—the Roman 
Catholic Church, the Anglican Church of 
Uganda, the Uganda Orthodox Church (re
lated to the Greek Orthodox Church) and 
the Muslim religion.

Amin said that the ban was imposed 
because he felt the religious groups were 
“not conducive to national security.” Two 
other major international religious groups 
were affected by the ban, the Seventh-Day 
Adventists and Salvation Army.

Two Southern Baptist missionary couples 
are in Uganda. The Carrolls are from West 
Virginia and Florida, and the James L. 
Rices, from Virginia. A third couple, the 
Harry B. Garvins, are on furlough in Texas. 
(BP)

Devotional

Be Grateful
By Carolyn D. Blevins

Still in his baseball uniform our nine-year- 
old son plopped into a chair at the table 
complaining because his game had been 
rained out. As soon as 
my husband arrived we 
sat down to eat. Having 
recently fertilized our 
lawn our ball player’s 
father led us in praying 
by happily saying, “Our 
Father, we thank you for 
this rain. . .”

“For the rain?!!” our 
son spontaneously inter
rupted.

Like our son some
Blevins

times I have wondered, “For this 
be grateful?” I cannot say I am 
grateful that some experiences 
have come my way. But, I am 
grateful that since I had those 
experiences I grew as a person 
—as a Christian person.

You know those experiences 
don’t you? Physical, mental or 
emotional illnesses test your pa
tience and stamina. Splintered 
relationships with children, par
ents or spouses make you feel 
like you’re in a pit you can’t 
escape. Tragedies seem so un
bearable you temporarily lose 
your will to keep on. Your job 
is such a chore you dread get
ting up each morning. Inflation 
gallops as your raises only creep. 
For this you should be grateful?

You don’t choose such ex
periences. But immense spiritual 
growth is possible as you strug
gle with them.

The rain that falls in your life 
is often inconvenient, trouble
some and sometimes tragic. The 
rain that is so essential to growth 
often interrupts your plans.

How easy it is at this time of 

should

toyear
remember the sunny side of your life! Like 
the nine lepers you may sometimes fail to 
recognize and appreciate the good that has 
come your way—until this time of year. 
As you thank God for his obvious gifts, can 
you also thank him for the gifts that came 
because rain also fell in your life? What 
inconvenient or troublesome situations have 
been growing experiences for you this year?

Perhaps you can say, “For this I am 
grateful. I am wiser. I have grown. God is 
more real.”

Mrs. Blevins is a professor in the Religion 
department at Carson-Newman College, Jefferson
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