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UNION HOUSING—This apartment building for married students—the first at Union 
University, Jackson—was approved by the Baptist college’s Board of Trustees at a meet
ing last week.

Union to construct apartments 
for single, married students

Union University trustees voted last week 
to launch a building program to provide ad
ditional single student housing and to con
struct the first married student apartments 
in the history of the college.

Bids for the project will be let in the near 
future explained college president Robert 
E. Craig, and construction is anticipated to 
begin early next year. The apartments, 
which will include 20 units for single stu
dents and 20 for married couples, are sche
duled for occupancy in August 1978.

Anticipated cost of the project is expected 
to be in excess of $700,000.

“The building program will seek to re
lieve over-crowded conditions in resident 
student housing which Union has experi
enced for the past two years,” Craig ex
plained. Since the college relocated in north
west Jackson in 1975 its student housing 
has repeatedly been filled to capacity and the 
overflow has been housed on its former 
campus.

The construction project will include the 
addition of 60 parking spaces as well as 
additional laundry facilities, and will in
crease the resident student population from 
550 to nearly 700.

Don Stephenson, chairman of the De
velopment Committee which presented the 
construction recommendation to the full 
board, said the housing will provide apart
ments for 91 single students and for 20 
student couples.

Construction of the single student units 
will be in keeping with the current archi
tectural style in existing apartments. The 
married student housing will also be a two- 

story complex and will have 10 units on 
each level.

“The number of married students attend
ing Union has steadily increased through the 
years and we feel the time is now appro
priate to provide them with a means of on- 
campus housing,” the college president said. 
The apartments will be constructed across 
the street from land reserved for fraternity 
housing on the north-west section of the 
campus.

The policy-making group, chaired by 
James A. Hadley of Humboldt, also wel
comed nine newly-elected trustees who were 
approved at the recent annual session of the 
Tennessee Baptist Convention.

November mission gifts pass $1 million
Tennessee Baptists began their new budget year with a near-record month in Co

operative Program mission giving during November, according to Ralph E. Norton, execu
tive secretary-treasurer of the Tennessee Baptist Convention.

November’s gifts to missions through the Cooperative Program were $1,011,052.58 
—which was the second highest month in Tennessee Baptist history. The record 
month was August 1976 with $1,032,672.74.

At the recent state convention session in Knoxville, messengers approved a budget ♦ 
goal for the new convention year of $10,550,000. The monthly goal is $879,166.67, mean
ing that November’s Cooperative Program receipts were 15 percent above the monthly 
goal.

Norton said that mission gifts through the Cooperative Program in November 1977 
were 11.6 percent above the $905,847.83 received in November 1976.

“This is a tremendous response from our people to the growing mission concerns in 
Tennessee and around the world,” Norton said. He noted that November was the third time 
in the last six months that Tennessee Cooperative Program gifts had passed $1 million.

The executive secretary observed that the budget passed by last month’s state con
vention increased the amount of Tennessee Cooperative Program gifts shared with the 
Southern Baptist Convention’s Cooperative Program from one-third to 34 percent.

FMB sends relief aid 
to Argentina, India

RICHMOND—An additional $9,000 has 
been authorized by the Southern Baptist 

' Foreign Mission Board here for disaster 
relief work in Argentina and India.

Missionaries in Argentina requested 
$5,000 to begin work among victims of the 
Nov. 23 earthquake in the northwestern pro
vince of San Juan. Government reports put 
the death toll at 70. At least one Baptist 
church was damaged by the quake, which 
also destroyed several thousand homes. Mis
sionaries indicated that further requests 
would be made for repair work on the 
church.

The remaining $4,000 will supplement a 
previous allocation of $6,000 for relief in 
India. The worst cyclone in over a century 
left thousands dead and many more home
less in Andhra Pradesh State. Located in the 
midsection of the India Ocean coastline, the 
disaster area is about 300 miles from the 
nearest Southern Baptist missionaries. The 
$10,000 total given for relief will be admin
istered through American Baptist mission
aries who have been serving in the area for 
many years.

W. Eugene Grubbs, hunger relief and dis
aster response coordinator for the board, 
emphasized that Southern Baptists are only 
one of a number of groups working to pro
vide for relief needs in India. Grubbs said 
that in both countries the board stands 
ready to release additional funds if 
needed. (BP)



Kentucky Baptists affirm, 
local church autonomy

FLORENCE, Ky.—Kentucky Baptists 
reaffirmed their historic position on the 
authority of the local church when they 
refused to pass a resolution opposing the 
ordination of women during their 140th 
annual convention here.

The resolution was introduced by Bob 
Winstead, pastor of First Church, Prospect, 
Ky. His church is not a member of the. 
South District Association which earlier 
this year voted Beech Fork Church, Gravel 
Switch, Ky., out of the associational fellow
ship for ordaining Suzanne Coyle.

When messengers clearly underscored the 
autonomy of the local church, Winstead in
troduced a substitute resolution, specifically 
opposing women for ordination in Baptist 
churches. That too was defeated.

A “Resolution on Ordination” was 
passed declaring that Baptist ecclesiastical 
bodies do not exercise authority over the 
local church, and that individual churches 
have different beliefs about ordination. The 
resolution stated that “the place of au
thority for ordination is centered in the 
authority of the local church under the 
authority of Scripture. Churches ordain. 
Conventions do not.” It went on to say that 
the “recognition of the ordination and the 
utilization of those thus ordained is also 
the prerogative of the local church.”

Messengers earlier elected the first woman 
to a convention office when they voted Mrs. 
T. L. McSwain as second vice-president by 
acclamation. She is the wife of the pastor 
of Hurstbourne Church, Goldsboro.
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A committee charged with the responsi
bility of studying the convention’s child care 
program raised several questions in its sec
ond year report of a three-year in-depth 
study. The committee’s report at least hinted 
at the possibility of dissolving the trustee 
relationship of the Board of Child Care 
sometime in the future. Operations might 
then be placed directly under the Executive 
Board. No action is required until after the 
final report in 1978.

The convention adopted a record $9.5 
million budget for 1978, with 34 percent 
designated for world missions through the 
Southern Baptist Cooperative Program.

In earlier action, the convention’s execu
tive board named a 15-member search com
mittee to find a successor to Franklin 
Owen, executive secretary of the Kentucky 
Baptist Convention’s executive board, who 
retires Dec. 31, 1978. (BP)

Riverside Assn, holds 
90th annual meeting

Riverside Association met with Byrds
town First Church and Memorial Church 
in Livingston for their 90th annual meeting.

Donald C. Pharris, pastor, Livingston 
First Church, was elected moderator. He 
succeeds Ronald Harris, pastor, Memorial 
Church, Livingston. Pete Mullins, pastor 
of Byrdstown First Church, was elected 
vice moderator.

Pete Peterman, a member of Allons 
Church, was elected clerk, and Louis Wil
son, pastor of Fellowship Church, Aliens, 
was elected assistant clerk.

The association has purchased 20 acres 
to be developed into an associational camp. 
They are presently without a director of 
missions.

Glenmary voted into association
Members of New River Association voted 

to accept the Glenmary Church into that 
association during its annual meeting, ac
cording to Dale Smith, director of missions. 
Glenmary is served by pastor George Harold 
Sexton.

Officers elected to serve for the coming 
year included: moderator Hubert Terry, 
pastor, Robbins First Church; vice modera
tor Lester D. Anderson, pastor, New Haven 
Church; treasurer Ben Bowling, a member 
of Low Gap Church; and clerk Shirley 
Carson, a member of Huntsville First 
Church.

New Haven will host the 1978 sessions 
Oct. 19, Smith said.

NE W UN^ leaders of Jasper
First stand outside the congregation’s new 
unit Left to right are deacon Jakie Houts, 
pastor Billy W. Ellison, church secretary 
Donna Phillips, and chairman of the build
ing committee Howard Wilkerson.

Jasper dedicates unit
Members of Jasper First Church held 

dedication ceremonies for the third unit of 
their facilities recently.

In an open air service, with pastor Billy 
Ellison presiding, the members committed 
the building which contains the church 
offices, adult Sunday School department, 
music department, and senior high school 
facilities. Additional space was also allotted 
for growth.

Completion of the unit brings the total 
value of the structures to over one half 
million dollars, according to Ellison. The 
first educational building was constructed 
in 1948, and the church sanctuary was built 
in 1963.

The building committee consisted of 
Howard Wilkerson, chairman, Robert Black
burn, M. R. Bowen, Finley Patterson, Mrs. 
Earline Ross, Mrs. Helen Parsons, Mrs. 
Peggy Morgan, George Aired, Bill Joe Rid
ley, and Kenneth Cooper. Frank Ireland, 
Bobby Carter, Jim Asher, Kyle Kilgore, and 
Mrs. Bobbie Ridley served on the finance 
committee.

Lascassas congregation names 
Brentwood man to lead church

Holly Grove Church, Lascassas, extended 
a call to David Keel of Brentwood to serve 
as pastor.

Keel, a graduate of New Orleans Baptist 
Theological Seminary, was circulation man-, 
ager for the Baptist and Reflector for 14 
years. While serving in that position, he was 
interim pastor at several churches in the 
state.

During his tenure in Louisiana, he was 
pastor of Ridge Memorial Mission near 
Slidell and Mandeville First Church.
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New church staff members recognized
New staff members from across the state 

were recognized during the recent Ten
nessee Baptist Convention in Knoxville.

Pastors who were present and recognized 
included: Jim Atkins, Big Rock Church, 
Big Rock; Stephen Atwood, Prospect 
Church, Hollow Rock; Warren G. Banks, 
Beaver Church, Brighton; Bob Bell, West
wood Church, Cleveland; Robert C. Carter, 
Third Church, Hendersonville; Don Chas
teen, Alpha Church, Morristown; Franklin 
Cobb, Kimball Church, Jasper; R. F. 
Cravens, Zion Church, Benton; Jim Dixon, 
Rockford Church, Rockford.

Other pastors were Ralph Duncan, Mt. 
View Church, Antioch; Cecil R. Fultz, 
Midway Church, New Tazewell; Bob
Gaines, Curve Church, Ripley; D. Steve 
Gouge, Ninth Street, Erwin; Benny Hagie,

Hill anuel Church, Maryville; Jerry Haugh
ton, Havenview Church, Memphis; Bob 
Hines, Ewtonville Church, Dunlap; Ken
neth Hodges, Midway Church, Johnson 
City; James E. Holloway, Greenwood 
Church, Doyle; Amos Jarman, West Main 
Church, Alexandria; Ron McCary, Brainerd 
Hills Church, Chattanooga; Jerry D. 
Oakley, Springfield Church, Springfield; 
Roger L. Oldham, Little West Fork Church,
Clarksville; Ben Owen, Whorton Springs 
Church, Smithville.

Also present were Mike Owens, Mun
ford Church, Munford; David G. Peach, 
Island Home Church, Knoxville; James 
M. Porch, First Church, Tullahoma; Larry 
Alan Reeves, Little Flat Creek, Corryton; 
Wade Singletary, Oral Church, Lenoir City; 
H. Dallas Sugg, Highland Park Church, 
Columbia; M. Gary Swaggerty, Bethel 
Church, Morristown; Johnny Walker, Zion 
Hill Church, Turtletown; Clifford C. Wil-

Church reports election 
of Livingston native

Thurman Seber is the new pastor at 
Prosperity Church in Wilson County As
sociation.

Seber
Allardt First 
Tenn.

A native of Liv
ingston, Tenn., he 
served most recently 
at Indian Creek 
Church in Flippin, 
Ky. While at that 
post, he was also mod
erator for Monroe 
Association.

Former pastorates 
include Friends 
Chapel, Morgan 
County, Tenn.; and 
h, Fentress County,

Seber attended Tennessee Tech University 
and Southern Baptist Theological Seminary. 

liams, Broadview, Winchester; and Joe R. 
Wren, Broadway Church, Maryville.

Others included Phil McAlister, associate 
pastor, First Church, Wartburg; and Bill 
Rosser, associate pastor, music and youth; 
Royle Church, Oak Ridge; Danny E. Bush, 
minister of education, First Church, Oak 
Ridge; Fred Castleberry, director of reli
gious education, Fairview Church, Paris; 
David A. Hatmaker, minister of education, 
Third Church, Murfreesboro; Larry Wil
liams III, minister of education, Central 
Church, Chattanooga; Robert Worden, min
ister of education, music, and youth, South
western Church, Johnson City; Thom Bart
lett, minister of youth and recreation, High
land Heights Church, Memphis; Tom Byrd, 
minister of music and youth, Ardmore 
Church, Memphis.

Also David Music, minister of music, 
Highland Heights Church, Memphis; Rich
ard A. Sloan, minister of education and 
youth, Glenwood Church, Oak Ridge; Vic 
Wenner, minister of music, East Lake 
Church, Chattanooga; Jeff Cornelius, min
ister of music and youth, Rocky Hill 
Church, Knoxville; Dallas Roscoe, minis
ter of senior adults, Red Bank Church, 
Chattanooga; Larry L. Turner, minister of 
activities, Southland Church, Memphis; 
and Forrest H. “Woody” Watkins, director 
of missions, Hamilton County Baptist 
Association.

College head dies
PHOENIX—William R. Hintze, president 

of Grand Canyon College, a Southern Bap
tist school here, died Nov. 17 of an appar
ent heart attack during a faculty-student 
basketball game on the campus. He was 52.

Hintze, seventh president of the 28-year- 
old school, became president in 1973. He 
joined the school in 1968 as professor of 
religion and had served also as vice-president 
of academic affairs and interim president. 
Before coming to Grand Canyon, he was a 
missionary to Ecuador.

When he became interim president in 
1972 he announced a series of goals for the 
school which, a college spokesman said, 
were all completed before his death. They 
were to increase enrollment to 1,200 stu
dents (it grew from 772 to an even 1,200 
this year), develop financial stability and 
make the school operate in the black (as it 
has done for the past three years), complete 
a new science building, upgrade faculty 
salaries, and make the curriculum more 
relevant.

He is survived by his wife, Barbara 
Laughman Hintze, a daughter and three 
sons. A memorial service was held at the 
college for the family, faculty, staff, and 
students on Nov. 21, with funeral services 
later that day. (BP)

Theda Ross of Union University talks 
with Mrs. Roy Davis, HMB missionary at 
the Weakley County World Missions con
ference. The volunteer luncheon provided 
was part of the World Missions Conference 
conducted by the association.

Missions orientation 
draws personal interest

Several persons contemplating missions 
service learned first-hand about missions 
from 11 missionaries during an orientation 
luncheon at the Baptist student center in 
Martin recently.

The orientation was part of a World Mis
sions Conference sponsored by Weakley 
County Association and led by James E. 
Humphreys Jr., director of missions for 
the association.

Gerald Schleiff, missionary to Rhodesia, 
described career mission opportunities over
seas, and Mrs. Roy Davis, Decatur, Ga., 
spoke of mission needs through the Home 
Mission Board. Davis is a missionary un
der the Christian Social Ministries Division 
of the HMB.

Other missionary guests included Her
bert and Aurelia Retta, Grand Rapids, 
Mich.; Anthem Wade, Oklahoma; Orvind 
Dangeau, Tennessee Baptist Convention; 
Vance Davis, chaplain, Tennessee; Ken 
Park, Chile; Virginia Adian, Kenya; Bob 
Crockett, Argentina; and Bob Fricke, Mex
ico.

James Hatley, director of World Mis
sions Conferences at the Brotherhood Com
mission, said that similar programs for 
prospective mission volunteers are being 
offered throughout the nation during the 
next year in conjunction with world mis
sions conferences.

Arkansan leads Whorton Springs
Arkansas native Ben Owen is the new 

pastor of Whorton Springs Church in Smith
ville. He comes to Tennessee from the pas
torate of Second Church in Camden, Ark., 
where he served for four years.

Born in Pine Bluff, he received the B.A. 
degree from Ouachita Baptist University in 
Arkadelphia, Ark. He earned the master of 
divinity and doctor of ministry degrees from 
Southern Baptist Theological Seminary in 
Louisville.

Owen succeeds Wayne Tarpley as pastor.
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Our People and Our Churches . . .
CHURCHES...

Blue Ridge Temple, Polk County Associa
tion, dedicated a fellowship hall in memory 
of L. T. Wilson last month. Lynn Moreland 
is pastor.

Greene Hills Church, Greeneville, cele
brated its 10th anniversary last month. 
Leroy Ervin is pastor.

Odie Hunter, pastor of Calvary Church, 
William Carey Association, reported that 
the church is remodeling the auditorium.

Fairlawn Church, Shelby County Associa
tion, which re-located in facilities at 4257 
Chuck, Memphis, in February, announced 
plans for the construction of additional edu
cation space. David Hollaway is pastor.

Pine Grove. Church, Alpha Association, 
began services on Wednesday night.

Members of St. Joseph Church, Lawrence 
County Association, were scheduled to be
gin using a new educational building last 
month. Construction on the 50 x 30 ft. 
building began in September, according to 
pastor James Jolly.

Calhoun First Church is in the process of 
a major remodeling and building program, 
which will include the addition of 14 class
rooms, and an extension of the auditorium. 
Ron Sorah is pastor.

Bellevue Church, Nashville Association, 
celebrated its fifth anniversary. Randy Hyde 
is pastor at Bellevue.

Members of Sanford Hill, Madison- 
Chester Association, made the final payment 
on the church debt, remodeled and enlarged 
the auditorium, and added three rooms 
to the fellowship hall. George Clark is pas
tor. Mike Laughlin is the new director of 
music and youth.

LEADERSHIP...
Smyrna First Church called Allen Bowling 

as minister of music and youth. A graduate 
of Memphis State University and South
western Baptist Theological Seminary, he 
comes from Memphis. W. D. Thomason is 
pastor.

Randy C. Harris is the new assistant pas
tor and youth director at Little West Fork 
Church, Clarksville.

Roger Winsett, Martin, was called as pas
tor of Campbellsburg Church, Campbells
burg, Ky. He served formerly as youth di
rector at Dresden First Church and was 
associate pastor at Mt. Pelia Church, Beau- 

lah Association. He was also pastor-advisor 
of the Northwestern region for the church 
training department, Tennessee Baptist Con
vention. Winsett is attending Southern Bap
tist Theological Seminary where he is work
ing toward the master of divinity degree.

Stevens Street Church, Cookeville, called 
James Blair as minister of music. He is 
already on the field. Dewey Robinson is 
pastor.

W. W. Harrison resigned as pastor of 
Madison Creek Church, Goodlettsville.

Calvary Church, Memphis, called David 
Martin as children and youth minister. He 
is a student of Mid-Ame>rica Baptist Theo
logical Seminary and a graduate of East 
Texas Baptist College.

Randy Tate resigned as pastor of Cedar 
Hill Church, Baxter, to become a mission 
pastor in Marion, Ohio.

Ken McNutt resigned as minister of rec
reation at Two Rivers Church in Nashville. 
He has accepted the call to serve as minister 
of activities at Orlando (Fla.) First Church.

Robert N. Lowry is serving as interim 
minister of education at Nashville First 
Church. H. Franklin Paschall is pastor.

Hickory Withe First Church called 
Ronnie Mayes from Texarkana, Ark., to 
serve as youth director. He is already on the 
field.

Will Beal, interim minister of education 
at Brentwood Church, Brentwood, resigned. 
Bill Wilson is pastor.

PEOPLE...
Leonard Stallings, who has served as trea

surer of Humboldt First Church for the past 
31 years, resigned recently. He served under 
four pastors: S. R. Woodson, Hayward 
Highfill, W. C. Garland, and Raymond 
Boston.

Harsh Chapel Church, Donelson, or
dained Leroy Holder and Roger Elliott as 
deacons. The ordination sermon was de
livered by interim pastor Oran Collins. He 
was assisted by Fred Gibson.

Charles Woehn, Homer Batsel, Jim Shoff- 
ner, Sam Reid, and Jim Wilkins were or
dained as deacons at Georgian Hills Church, 
Memphis. Paul H. Shell is pastor.

Everett Hills Church, Maryville, ordained 
Jerry Hodge, Stewart Thickman, and David 
Williams as deacons. John H. Franklin is 
pastor.

West Knoxville Church, Knoxville, or
dained Dean Cruce to the office of deacon. 
H. Gene Ray is pastor.

Mr. and Mrs. F. Irvin Hays are scheduled 
to celebrate their 60th wedding anniversary 
Dec. 12. Members of Salem Church, Tren
ton, they are parents of F. Irvin Hays, pas
tor, Bartlett Church, Bartlett.

Mr. and Mrs. L. B. Reed were honored at 
a luncheon recently by members of War
rensburg Church, Nolachucky Association. 
The Reeds have been members of the church 
for 54 years, serving as Sunday School 
leaders and he as a deacon.

Algood Church, Stone Association, or
dained William Easterly as a deacon. James 
Hammons preached the ordination sermon. 
Thomas Burgess is pastor.

Sam Brooks preached the ordination ser
mon for new deacons at Cane Creek Church, 
Cookeville. Ordained were Donnie Julian 
and Odell Sliger.

Cedar Hill Church, Baxter, ordained 
Barry Wilson as a deacon.

Two couples at Old Hickory First Church 
celebrated 50th wedding anniversaries re
cently. They were Mr. and Mrs. Mitchell 
North and Mr. and Mrs. Charles Reynolds. 
Norris G. Hite is pastor at Old Hickory.

Jones Chapel, Western District Associa- ’ 
tion, ordained Les Merrell and Nathan Hill 
as deacons. Malcolm Norton is pastor.

Springhill Church, Western District Asso
ciation, was scheduled to ordain Alex 
Bomar, Johnny Foust, and Ed Hudson as 
deacons, Dec. 5. Kim Cawley is pastor of 
the church.

Mr. and Mrs. Harry B. Parkes, Grand
view Church, Nashville, observed their 64th 
wedding anniversary. Parkes has served his 
church as chairman of deacons, trustee, 
Sunday School director, and as a member 
of pulpit committees.

--------- - 1In Stone Association, Liberty Church or
dained Mike Wilson and Herd Sullfvan as 
deacons. Fate Wilson, father of Mike, 
preached the ordination sermon. Earl Davis 
is pastor.

Kenneth Douglas, a member of the fi
nance committee for Campbell County As
sociation, died recently. He was a member 
of West LaFollette Church, LaFollette, and ' 
the son of Bill Douglas, a retired Baptist 
pastor.
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Two Tenn, churches said fastest growing'
Two Tennessee churches are among the 

15 fastest growing congregations in the 
Southern Baptist Convention, according to 
Home Missions, the monthly publication of 
the SBC Home Mission Board.

The magazine’s December issue analyzes 
the convention’s fastest growing churches 
based on a two-year computer study of data 
on membership, baptisms, other additions, 
organizational enrollment, and giving.

Broadway Church of Memphis was listed 
10th, and Two Rivers Church of Nashville 
was placed 12th by Home Missions. In 
addition 26 other Tennessee churches are 
among the top 1.5 percent in the SBC as far 
as growth is concerned.

The study was based on a five-year period 
(1972-1976) and dealt with numerical 
growth and percentage growth as reported 
by the churches on the annual Uniform 
Church Letter.

Broadway Church sometimes is accused 
of being “an independent Baptist church 
in Southern Baptist clothing,” says Pastor 
Bobby C. Moore, at Broadway for four 
years. “We don’t apologize for being South
ern Baptist. We just don’t get being Southern 
Baptist so far out in front that we’re more 
Southern Baptist than we are Christian.”

When Moore came to Broadway, the 
church had only one way to go—up. The 
former pastor had died suddenly of a heart 
attack; the church staff had splintered. The 
congregation had dwindled to “just a few.”

In 1972 the church registered a member
ship of 1,904 to the 1976 membership of 
3,326. During the same time Sunday school 
enrollment grew from 2,144 to 3,377.

During the four years the church baptized 
845 persons into membership.

Moore says he gives the people a “bal
anced diet of the Word of God.” And

BOBBY C. MOORE 
Pastor at Broadway

although he spreads himself thin working 
throughout the church’s ministries, he ex
pects the members to work too.

The rapid expansion of Broadway’s mem
bership depended heavily on the church’s 
bus ministry which reaches 800 to 900 
persons, mostly children, each Sunday 
morning. The church has 18 buses operating 
throughout metro Memphis.

A community survey found that in the 
community—average middle class, but ra
cially and economically changing—for every 
person in Sunday school, eight would be 
somewhere else. “There’s plenty of un
churched, unsaved people to go around,” 
says one church member, “even in an area as 
heavily churched as ours.”

Broadway has slowed some in its ag
gressiveness because of lack of space. Every 
building is full. The church has had three 
worship services on Sunday morning in 
addition to several children’s services. Ex
pansion at the present location is prohibited 
because of a city ordinance requiring that 
parking for members also be owned by the 
church. Right now, the congregation parks 
everywhere with shuttle service available 
for longer distances.

Moore has suggested to the membership 
a “church in two locations” concept with a 
couple of hundred members forming the 
nucleus of a new congregation in east 
Memphis.

Moore maintains strong visitation and 
evangelistic witness have caused Broadway 
to grow. “I wouldn’t walk across the street 
to make a Baptist” he insists, “but I’d walk 
across town to win somebody to Christ.”

Two Rivers Church is located across from 
the Opryland complex in Nashville.

“Every situation is an opportunity,” Pas
tor Jim Henry who resigned this year to 
serve in Florida would tell his congregation. 
With that outlook the church has become a 
warm, outgoing congregation, concerned 
about people. And even though Henry has 
left, the church remains a people who 
“do not know the meaning of the word 
‘cannot.’ ”

Fifteen years ago most people thought the 
Two Rivers congregation was “out of its 
mind” to locate where it did. The church 
had five acres of land on a dead-end street 
at the river in a dying suburb of Nashville. 
But since then, a bridge built across the 
river and a parkway connecting with Inter
states have thrust Two Rivers into metro
politan Nashville.

Opryland USA, a family entertainment 
complex, mushroomed across the street. 
Opryland Hotel, which opened last week, 
may be the largest convention center in 
Tennessee.

Since 1962 the congregation has in
creased tenfold. In 1972 the membership 
stood at 1,418; in 1976, 2,877. Sunday 
school membership also doubled from 1,190 

in 1972 to 2,251 in 1976. The church also 
baptized 862 persons during the four years.

But because the building program has not 
kept pace with membership, the church 
mixes and matches congregation needs with 
new schedules every few months. Recently 
the church met for three morning services 
and Sunday schools. Now they meet for 
two.

Interim and associate pastor Ferris Jordan 
says the congregation is from diverse back
grounds and areas.

Active visitation accounts for the growth, 
Jordan explains. With an active prospect file 
of 2,000, during a recent revival every 
prospect was visited in a two-week period. 
Active ministries also include a TV min
istry broadcasting service and a 6:10 a.m. 
devotional viewed by an estimated 45,000 
persons daily. During the tourist season, the 
church holds drive-in worship services and 
services at nearby campgrounds.

Even though the church owns 35 acres of 
what may be “some of the most valuable 
property in the whole country,” says Jordan, 
the old sanctuary and educational building, 
completed in the ’60’s is too small. A 
Christian Life Center completed in 1974 
serves the congregation with a gymnasium, 
a jogging track, kitchen, and offices, and the 
shell of future educational space serves as 
a 1,000-seat sanctuary. Most pressing build
ing plans include a $1-million preschool and 
children’s building.

The December Home Missions list the
(Continued on page 13)

Associate at Two Rivers
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5,000th BOOK—Keith Mee autographs 
his latest book, “The Learning Team: the 
Leader, the Learner and the Library,” for 
the media center of Red Bank Church, 
Chattanooga. The book was the 5,000th 
book added to that church’s media center 
and was also used for an associational 
study. Mrs. Mary Yates, media center di
rector, accepts the book from Mee.

A/C 214 657-6524 Box 931 Henderson, Texas 75652
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color brochure.

Florida Citrus Commission to keep Anita 
as spokesperson, to use others also

LAKELAND, Fla.—Anita Bryant’s con
tract as representative of the Florida citrus 
industry has been renewed here, but that 
doesn’t mean she will continue in the spot
light as the industry’s primary spokesperson 
in national advertising campaigns.

The Southern Baptist entertainer, who has 
received much adverse publicity since her 
stand last winter for repeal of a Dade 
County, Fla., resolution banning discrimi
nation against homosexuals, will not con
tinue as the sole spokesperson for the 
industry because she doesn’t appeal to the 
entire population, according to an industry 
spokesman.

Edwin A. Taylor, executive director of 
the Florida Department of Citrus, told Bap
tist Press in July that his staff “sees no need 
to change from our established marketing 
procedures at this time.”

Now, a department spokesman says re
search conducted over a four-year period 
shows that “current commercials are not 
as effective as we’d like in reaching certain 
segments of the population, particularly

BAPTIST AND REFLECTOR 
Brings You News First

working women and young people.”
A stronger media mix of personalities, 

some well known, others not, will be 
“necessary in the forseeable future,” the 
spokesman told Baptist Press before the 
Nov. 16 vote by the Florida Citrus Com
mission to renew Bryant’s contract. He said 
commercials were produced two years ago, 
“before all this broke,” featuring Arthur 
Fiedler and Peggy Fleming. They were not 
used then but may appear soon in selected 
markets.

Art Darling, director of public relations 
for the commission, has been ordered to 
answer no questions from news media per
sonnel concerning Bryant’s contract re
newal, at least until the commission’s Dec. 
14 meeting here. (BP)

Clinton asks increase 
for Cooperative Program

Clinton Association, meeting in annual 
session, elected Donald Cobb, pastor of 
Black Oak Church, as moderator for the 
coming year. Cobb succeeds Ron Clay, 
pastor of Lake City First Church, in the 
post.

The association voted to ask the Execu-

Can you believe 
the headlines?

Is Anita Bryant some 
kind of monster who hates 
homosexuals, as the news 
papers would seem to have 
us believe? Or is she a 
courageous Christian who 
recognizes the gay lifestyle 
as counter to God’s law? 
As sin?

Here’s the complete story 
— in her own words — of 
a woman who has put her 
career on the line for the

future of her children —and yours.
Vital reading for all Christians who want to take a 

stand on this crucial issue.

The Anita Biyant Story
$6.95 (Cloth) 47
Visit your Baptist Book Store 
or order from the Baptist Book Store 
or Mail Order Center serving you.

FLEMING H. REVELL BAPTIST 
BOOK 
STORES

five Board of the Tennessee Baptist Con
vention to increase the amount of money 
going to the Cooperative Program from the 
TBC, in keeping with the Bold Mission 
Thrust request for church giving.

The new vice moderator is Milton W. 
Bodlien, a retired pastor. Harold F. Lewis, 
a member of Clinton First Church, was 
elected treasurer, and Evelyn Green, a 
member of Bethel Church, was elected 
clerk. Green is beginning her 16th year as 
clerk.

H. P. Barrington, director of missions, 
said that the 1978 sessions will be held Oct. 
19-20 at Central and Zion Churches.

Loudon County meets
R. L. Davis succeeded E. M. Sherwood 

as moderator in Loudon County Associa
tion. Davis is pastor of Corinth Church in 
Loudon, and Sherwood is pastor of Dixie 
Lee Church in Lenoir City.

Another Loudon pastor, Herbert Vander- 
griff, Prospect Church, was elected vice 
moderator.

Two laymen were re-elected treasurer and 
clerk. They were Charles Amos and Charles 
Wheeler. Amos is a member of Pleasant Hill 
Church, Lenoir City, and Wheeler is a mem
ber at Dixie Lee.

Pleasant Hill and Morganton Churches 
are scheduled to host the 1978 sessions on 
Oct. 19-20, according to director of missions 
Glen Melton.
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interpretation

Rejected, but chosen.
By Herschel H. Hobbs

"The stone which the builders rejected, 
the same is become the head of the 
corner.”—Matthew 21:42

This is a quotation of Psalm 118:22 which 
Jesus applied to Himself. In the parable of 
the wicked husbandman, the slaying of the 
heir to the vineyard clearly referred to the 
Jewish religious leaders’ purpose to kill 
him. Even though they rejected Him, God’s 
redemptive purpose centered in Him.

As the religious leaders of the Jews, the 
chief priests and Pharisees were supposed 
to be building the kingdom of God. In so 
doing they had rejected Jesus Christ. “Re
jected” translates a compound verb. It is 
made up of the basic verb meaning to test 
something to see if it is genuine or false, 
and the preposition meaning “away from.” 
The chief priests (Sadducees) held to vir
tually no messianic hope. They opposed Je-

HISTORICALLY
FROM THE FILES

50 YEARS AGO

25 YEARS AGO

J. R. Black of First Church, Harlan, 
Ky., accepted the position of associate 
pastor at First Church, Memphis. 
A. U. Boone was pastor.

Carson-Newman College achieved 
accreditation in the Southern Asso
ciation of Colleges. J. T. Warren was 
president.

Harry Winters resigned as pastor of 
First Church, Centerville, to accept 
the call of First Church, Guthrie, Ky.

Editor Richard N. Owen stated in 
an editorial that “The Tennessee Bap
tist Convention belongs to the Baptists 
of Tennessee. It does not belong to 
any one man or group of men—it 
never has. It never will. It is a 
cooperatvie body which has come into 
being for the purpose of furthering the 
cause of our Lord and Saviour Jesus 
Christ.”

John W. Tresch Jr. was the new 
pastor of Parkway Church, Madison.

Woodmont Church, Nashville, 
called Bill Sherman as pastor. He was 
serving as pastor of University Heights 
Church, Stillwater, Okla.

10 YEARS AGO

sus because they felt He was a threat to the 
status quo or their position of power under 
the Romans. The Pharisees had a strong 
messianic hope, but saw the Messiah as a 
political-military figure. Since Jesus refused 
to fill such a role they tested Him, and, in 
their conclusion considered Him as false. 
So they thrust Him away from them or 
rejected Him.

But Jesus said, “This one is become the 
head of the comer.” Interpreters differ as 
to the meaning of “head of the comer.” 
Some see it as the cornerstone of a build
ing. Others see it as the center stone in an 
arch which holds the other stones in place. 
The word “head” seems to favor the lat
ter idea. Without Christ God’s redemptive 
purpose falls apart or has no meaning or 
effectiveness. The pseudo-religious leaders 
rejected Him, but God, religion’s true cen
ter, chose Him.

Many people still endeavor to remedy 
men’s ills and to build God’s kingdom on 
earth with no place in their plans for Christ. 
But such plans are doomed to fail now as 
they did in the first century. This is true 
of one’s individual life as well as in the so
cial order.

Midwestern alumni hold meeting
Aubrey Hay, pastor, Oakwood Church, 

Knoxville, was elected president of the 
Tennessee chapter of Midwestern Baptist 
Theological Seminary alumni.

The alumni held their meeting in Knox
ville during the recent state convention. Alta 
Morrow brought greetings from the semi
nary faculty.

Other new officers elected were: vice- 
president Larry Corder, Ripley; and record
ing secretary Robert Meade, Nashville.

FOR SALE
34 Oak Church Pews 

KF long in good condition
For more information

Call or write
Nolachucky Baptist Association

P.O. Box 326, Morristown, TN 37814 
615/586-7331
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, Roswell, Ga.,30077
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BAPTISMAL POOLS

P.O. Box 910

32 
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GlasstectP

Burning the note for the Baptist student 
center at Middle Tennessee State University 
are (from left): Thomas E. Bryant Jr., direc
tor of missions, Concord Association; Lesley 
McClure, Horace Welchance, Robert 
Alexander, and Charles McKnight.

Note burning highlights 
Concord annual session

A note burning ceremony for the Baptist 
student center on the Middle Tennessee State 
University campus highlighted the annual 
meeting of Concord Association last month. 
The note was burned during a session held 
at Murfreesboro First Church, according to 
Thomas E. Bryant Jr., director of missions.

In other action at the meeting, Paul W. 
Dinkins was elected moderator of the asso
ciation. He is pastor of Giles Creek Church 
and succeeds Lewley McClure, pastor, 
Woodbury Road Church.

James Davis, pastor, Mt. Herman Church, 
was elected vice moderator. Two laypersons 
were re-elected treasurer and clerk. They 
were Horace Welchance, Murfreesboro 
First, and Sue Webb, Taylor’s Chapel.

The 1978 annual sessions are scheduled 
to be held Oct. 19-20 at Immanuel and 
Barfield Churches. The spring session will 
be held at Bell Aire Church, April 29.

615-383-3363

SENIOR CITIZENS: Do what Dr. Eldon 
Hoose and many others are doing. 
Get away from the noise and air pol
lution. Have good water not needing 
treatment for use. Live in a home at
mosphere and have modern facilities 
assuring temperature comfort in win
ter. The surroundings are scenic. The 
social atmosphere will be stimulating. 
This is not a rest home. Rates are 
$12.50 per day. You furnish only your 
personal belongings. For information 
write T. R. Harris; P. O. Box 34, Dow
elltown, TN 37059.
WMMMMWAAAAAVWWAWAtlttWAWAtAVWAAAAAttAAAUAAVWAWAAtV
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EDITORIALS

FMB offering to reveal our seriousness
One clue which could reveal just how serious Southern 

Baptists are about the recently launched Bold Mission Thrust 
will come during the next few weeks in our churches.

A part of the convention-wide emphasis will be to confront 
every person on this earth with the opportunity to accept Jesus 
Christ before the end of this century. Obviously, this will require 
a tremendous increase in our missionary task force.

Where do we now stand as missionary Baptists?
Our Foreign Mission Board recently reported (Baptist and 

Reflector, Sept. 22) that only one in six openings for foreign 
missionaries is presently being filled. Additionally, nearly $5 
million in projects needed by our present missionaries have had 
to be postponed because of lack of funds.

Are we really serious about reaching this world by 2000 
A.D.? Certainly, missions and evangelism involves far more 
than money—but these do involve money!

No one would question that Southern Baptists have always 
responded to mission challenges in our history. Mission giving 
through the Cooperative Program and the annual Lottie Moon 
Christmas offering has shown consistent growth through the 
years.

But with moderate expansion and inflation, problems have 
come.

Missionaries in Mexico, for example, had to cope with a 46 
percent inflation rate in that country last year.

Fifteen years ago, only about 30 percent of the FMB’s budget 
went for missionary salaries with the rest for facilities and 
programs. Today, it takes more than 60 percent of the budget 
for missionary support—and, because of inflation, the mission
aries actually have less buying power!

In almost every area of the world, missionaries’ requests for 
mass media fuds have been turned down. Meanwhile, increased 
use of mass media has been approved as a major strategy for 
Bold Mission Thrust.

With these and other problems in mind, the leaders of 
Woman’s Missionary Union have issued a tremendous challenge 
to Southern Baptists—an 18 percent increase in this year’s 
Lottie Moon Offering over the $28,763,809 given in 1976.

The 1977 goal is $34 million.
The big increase will cover the whopping inflation rate and 

leave about $4 million for the FMB’s part in Bold Mission 
Thrust. You might say the 1977 Lottie Moon Christmas Offering 
is our first installment in the Bold Mission Thrust.

1

When you look at the 1977 goal as a more than $5 million 
increase or an 18 percent gain, it would appear impossible. But, 
let’s look at it this way: Last year’s record offering was only 
$2.23 per Southern Baptist (Tennessee’s was even less—$2.01 
per capita). This doesn’t sound like we are very serious about 
witnessing to a lost, hell-bound world!

The 1977 Lottie Moon Christmas Offering for Foreign 
Missions and its challenging goal is just the first of many steps
Southern Baptists must take to fulfill Christ’s Great Co:Hltl ission
to “Go ye into all the world and preach the gospel to every
creature” (Mark 16:15).

Week of Prayer for Foreign Missions 
December 4-11,1977

Lottie Moon Christmas Offering 
National Goal: $34,000,000

Convention music
Under the pressure of deadlines in reporting the recent 

Tennessee Baptist Convention, we neglected to mention the 
musicians who contributed to the spirit of the convention during 
the worship periods.

Four choirs participated—two of which were from our own 
state Baptist educational institutions: Carson-Newman Chorale 
and Orchestra, and Harrison-Chilhowee Choir and Sign Choir. 
The Tennessee Baptist Chorale, directed by Louis Ball, is an 
annual highlight.

Special mention should be made of the choir from Brainerd 
Church of Chattanooga for making the bus trip to sing in 
connection with the president’s address by their former pastor, 
J. Ralph McIntyre.

Others providing special music were: Mr. and Mrs. Tom 
Willoughby, First Church, Kingston; David Hyers, First Church, 
Concord; Thomas Teague and Fred Schreiner, Carson-Newman 
faculty; Dale Higginbotham, Central Church, Bearden; and Mr. 
and Mrs. Larry Brooks, Central of Fountain City.

Music coordinator for the 1977 convention was Frank 
Charton, director of the TBC church music department.
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to ScUtot • • •
Letters on any religion-related subject are welcomed. Letters of over 300 words 
will not be used. Other letters may be shortened at the discretion of the editor. 
No unsigned letters will be printed, but writer’s name will be withheld for 
sufficient reason. Letters must contain complete address.

A good word for Santa
Dear editor:

In reply to D. Owens’ letter (Nov. 17), 
legend has it that Santa Claus was a bishop 
in Asia Minor in the early ages. His name 
was St. Nicholas and was shortened to 
Santa Claus. He gave things to the needy 
and was said to secretly leave bags of money 
as a dowry for marriageable maidens so 
they wouldn’t be sold into slavery.

In Dutch countries he is supposed to 
make his holiday visit on his feast day 
(Dec. 6), and Dec. 25 is observed as Je
sus’ birthday.

As for deceiving children, I think most 
of them figure out early it’s their parents 
who put the goodies on the tree—and they 
go along with it. Why spoil a good thing?

Of course, the devil can take many forms, 
and when I see the commercialism and de
bauchery that people celebrate Christmas 
with, it does seem like the devil has a hand 
in it.

I might also add that in the Spanish
speaking countries Dec. 25 is Jesus’ birth
day, and the three wise men bring the 
goodies on Jan. 6.

Mrs. Cleo Loveday 
Route 1
Sevierville, TN 37862

Supports newer translations
Dear editor:

This letter was prompted by a letter in 
the Nov. 17 Baptist and Reflector which 
suggests that modem English versions of 
the Bible have somehow been adversely in
fluenced by the Roman Catholic Church be
cause of their utilization of certain Greek 
manuscripts.

First, let me state the Codex Sinaiticus 
and the Codex Vaticanus are considered by 
both conservatives and liberals, Catholic 
and Protestant alike, to be the two oldest 
and best Greek manuscripts available to us 
today. There are also numerous Old Testa
ment (Hebrew) manuscripts that are now 
available to present day translators. No ver
sion produced before 1956 could have taken 
full advantage of the discovery of the Dead 
Sea Scrolls, manuscripts which remained in 
their original hiding place, most likely be
ing deposited there before A.D. 100.

But let us assume these other manuscripts 
can not be trusted and just evaluate the 
King James Version on its merits as a 
translation from its chosen text for use by 
the present day church in America. From 
the viewpoint of clarity of thought in the 
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contemporary idiom and everyday language 
(cf. New Testament marketplace Greek), 
the KJV is simply not adequate. Modern 
readers can be easily confused by the ren
dering of Greek verb tenses in the KJV.

And none of the modern versions (RSV, 
NEB,, NASB, TEV) were as directly af
fected by any one denomination as the KJV 
(e.g. the typical Anglican rendering of 
“overseer” as bishop). Let us not forget 
that the king himself was the head of his 
church. Space does not permit me to fully 
develop these arguments here.

Suffice it to say that I believe the leaders 
of our conventions and associations as well 
as our pastors have been lax in not inform
ing our fellow Baptists of the facts of Bi
ble translation. I fear that they have been 
reluctant to offend those ill-informed people 
among us who still hold to the idea that 
“God only wrote one Bible.”

Chris Francis
Route 1
Heiskel, TN 37754

Why just 'Soap'?
Dear editor:

Since seeing items in your paper which 
my wife gets each "week, I have watched 
“Soap” some three or four times, and also 
I have watched the daytime “soaps” on all 
three networks. I find little difference in any 
of the night or day “soaps”—they all either 
say or imply about the same things: they 
don’t know who a baby belongs to; they 
enjoyed a night at a motel with someone; 
this one or that one just turns them on; we 
only had a few social drinks; I hope my 
husband or wife (as the case may be) doesn’t 
catch up with us; it’s more fun with a 
younger person; we have come to enjoy 
oral sex; and many like or other things.

None of these programs are really put 
out for real Christians, so why not con
demn all and not just one of the programs?

The above lines may not be what was in 
the scripts on the programs the past two 
months, but they were like this, or I thought 
that was what was implied.

I would be on your side, if all were taken 
to task and not just one.

H. E. Milbum
530 Hogan Rd.
Nashville, TN 37220

ABC-TV has produced “Soap” with the 
stated purpose of seeing just how far the 
viewing public will allow it to go. So, ABC 
has singled out “Soap”—not us. The pub
lic has been lax in objecting to other pro

grams, but this argument must not keep us 
from ever objecting to anything. Hopefully, 
the “Soap’ protest will cause us to react 
to other questionable programs, (editor)

A 'moving' conference
Dear editor:

Could we call the 1977 State Convention 
the “Cottage Cheese Convention”? It was 
bland, man, bland.

But the Pastors’ Conference—now that 
was something else again. The preaching 
was below par this year, but that’s neither 
here nor there—we all have our bad days. 
The musical program is what intrigued me; 
that is, the special music. To put it mildly, 
it irked my ire, along with that of a whole 
lot of other pastors.

At the risk of biting the tongue-in-my- 
cheek, I’d like to pass on some of the com
ments I overheard:

“It is entirely inappropriate—change a 
few words in the songs, and that act would 
fit on any nightclub stage in the country.

“If I want ‘Christian entertainment’— 
that’s with a small ‘c’—I’ll tune in Oral 
Roberts or Rex Humbug.”

“I could have written a real introduction 
for Charles Boddie at the last session. The 
president could have said something like: 
‘Boddie has moved us with his preaching— 
the young female singer has moved her 
body.’ ”

“I didn’t think much about it until some 
of the young guys in the first row started 
yelling ‘Take it off, take it off.’ ”

“By the time their singing was finished, 
their obviously carefully rehearsed spontan
eous testimony reminded me of Karo 
Syrup—terribly sweet and nauseating when 
taken in such a large dose.”

I am sure—well, pretty sure—this letter 
will never see the splash of printer’s ink, but 
I did want to express my general disgust 
with this—program? What are we to expect 
next year? Gladys Right and the Pops? Ch- 
how about Conway Bird and the Twitties?

Cicero’s column is good—but please, 
don’t overwork this business with the names.

Tom Biggar
Oak Street Baptist Church 
Maryville, TN 37801

Unfortunate remarks
Dear editor:

It is unfortunate that on the floor of the 
Tennessee Baptist Convention Marion Bar
nett, pastor of Broadway Church (Knox
ville), would purposely attempt to impugn 
the Christian character of a sister church 
by implying that the whole body of baptized 
believers is racist, trying to “escape inte
gration” by establishig and maintaining a 
Christian school.

I know personally that Barnett made his 
caustic remarks without establishing dia- 

(Continued on page 12)
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suggestion

A holiday

For Southern Baptists 
who share your interest 
in the life of our churches

. . . there couldn’t be a more appropriate gift than BAPTIST AND REFLECTOR!
Starting with their very first issue your friends will become better informed about the signif

icance of happenings in the Tennessee Baptist Convention.
Here are just a few of the people who might like to receive a gift of BAPTIST AND RE

FLECT OR from you:
... a member of your family—parents or children
. . . your Sunday School teacher
. . . your present pastor—or a former pastor who helped lead you to Christ

. . . leaders in your home church or convention

. . . special friends who have uniquely influenced your Christian pilgrimage
Your gifts will be announced with attractive gift cards signed in your name and mailed to 

arrive in time for the holidays.
The cost is small—only $3.75 for each gift, And there’s no need to send payment—we'll 

gladly bill you later!

Simply write your name and ad
dress on the coupon below—attach it 
to your list of special friends and mail 
to BAPTIST AND REFLECTOR, Box 347 
Brentwood, Tennessee 37027.

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- ---------------------------------------------------- ( 
• 1

I 
1 
1

Your Name }
Eh .• . . . . . ' . • , j j

Address  ;
1

City State Zip 1
1 I

Give Gifts of Baptist and Reflector I

BAPTIST AND REFLECTOR, Box 347, Brentwood, TN 37027 I
I
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By Jim Griffith
Preachers know that preaching always gets some kind of response from hearers— 

whether it be good, bad, or indifferent.
But the response can be surprising. Sometime ago a preacher was in revival services 

in a town where a mental institution was located.
One of the deacons employed at the institution asked the preacher to speak to the 

inmates at a chapel service.
Of course, he agreed and after he had been preaching for a couple of minutes, one 

inmate stood and said, “That’s the worst preaching I ever heard.”
This disturbed the preacher, but he continued and after five minutes, the same inmate 

stood and repeated: “I said, that’s the worst preaching I ever heard!”
Turning to the deacon who had invited him, the preacher whispered: “Maybe I should 

stop—this man might get violent.”
But the deacon said, “Oh, no. Don’t stop. That man has been here four years and 

that’s the first sensible thing he has said!”

NEW MODERATOR—W. L. Shipman, 
left, director of missions in Polk County, 
offers congratulations to the association’s 
new moderator, Ernest Arms.

Bible Puzzle
Answers on page 14

ACROSS

1 2 3 I4 5 ■ 1
8 9 10

11 r ■

14 1 *

y- S'7 ■ a 19

20 21 22

23 |24 25 |26 27 28

29 |3O

32 ■33 34

■35 ■36

37 38 39 40 41

42

■ ■’ ;

■■ 45 46

47

50

1 Man (I Chron. 7:38)
4 Parade feature :abbr.
7 “ye may — thereby” 

(I Pet. 2)
11 The lot (Esth. 3:7)
12 Leeward
13 Distinctive
14 Golfer’s need
15 Kind of agate
16 Woman of great age 

(Luke 2:36)
17 “gracious,---------”

(Psa. 103)
20 “but bare —”

(I Cor. 15)
22 A flame
23 “—not the world”

(I John 2)

24 animal sound
26 Metal
29 The sweetsop
30 “that he may — all 

things” (Rom. 14)
31 “put off thy

(Isa.20)
32 Family member
33 Concerning
34 Greek mountains
35 Formed second

(1 Tim.2:13)
36 Naomi’s daughter-in- 

law (Ruth 1:14)
37 “the Lord is------” 

(Isa. 33)
42 Potato
43 Miss Chase
44 Squid’s squirt
47 Musical sound

48 Christmas word
49 Female deer
50 Engineer: abbr.
51 Guidebooks: abbr.
52Edition: abbr.

DOWN

1 Adept
2 Herb (Luke 11:42)
3 “by grace ye------” 

(Eph. 2)
4 Word before gun 

or torch
5 Bird’s home
6 “the —hath many 

more” (Gal.4)
7U.S. President
8 Chimed
9 French river

10 Fatigue
12King (2 Chron. 33:25)
18 Cause for error 

(Amos2:4)
19 Plane or boat
20 “my tongue was —” 

(Acts 2)
21 Roster
24 “-of the Holy 

Ghost” (Tit. 3)
25 Paddle
26 “and----- of life”

(I John 2)
27 Greek letter
28 Place (Josh. 19:13)
31 Vexed
33 The yellow bugle
35 Tree
36 Elliptical
37 Bone: comb, form
38 Atop
39 Ladder part
40 Small drop
41 Presidential nick

name: abbr.; poss.
45 Doze
46 Japanese game

Polk Baptists elect 
new leaders for 1978

The 57th annual meeting of Polk County 
Association of Baptists was held last month 
in Benton and Ocoee.

Officers elected to serve for the coming 
year were: moderator Ernest Arms, pastor, 
Oak Grove Church; vice moderator F. H. 
Morgan, pastor, Smyrna Church; treasurer 
James O. Woody, a member of Antioch 
Church; and clerk Evelyn Guy, Benton First 
Church.

Arms succeeded John J. Smith as mod
erator. Smith is pastor of Cedar Springs 
Church.

Beech Spring, Benton First, and Chestuee 
Churches are scheduled to host the 1978 
sessions Oct. 16-17, according to director of 
missions W. L. Shipman.

CRYPTOVERSE

JDC ABBU DHJD QHMV MG DMQ DCHSJ

JDCSC MQ GB YBV

Today’s Cryptoverse clue: V equals D
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More Letters to the Editor . . .
(Continued from page 9) 

logue with Wayne Allen, the pastor of East 
Park Church (Memphis), who was a reg
istered messenger. I also know that Barnett 
made his unkind remarks without any 
knowledge of the origin, purpose, and racial 
philosophy of the school.

As a former member and staff member 
of that church, I can assure all Tennessee 
Baptists that East Park Church is NOT a 
racist church with a closed door policy, nor 
does the school have such a policy. And, I 
think it is the height of incompetence for a 
messenger to make injurious remarks about 
a sister church when he is not properly 
informed.

I believe Barnett owes an apology to the 
East Park Church and to the Tennessee 
Baptist Convention.

H. Gene Ray
205 Bridgewater Rd.
Knoxville, TN 37919

Christmas article
Dear editor:

After reading D. Owens’ thoughts on 
Santa and Satan (letters, Nov. 17), it was 
so very refreshing to look back on the

ADVERTISEMENT

Afraid You’re 
Going Deaf?
Chicago, Ill.—A free offer of 
special interest to those who hear 
but do not understand words has 
been announced by Beltone. A non
operating model of the smallest 
Beltone aid of its kind will be 
given absolutely free to anyone 
answering this advertisement.

Send for this model, put it on 
and wear it in the privacy of your 
own home. While many people 
with a hearing loss will not receive 
any significant benefit from any 
hearing aid, this free model will 
show you how tiny hearing help 
can be. It is not a real hearing aid, 
and it’s yours to keep, free. The 
actual aid weighs less than a third 
of an ounce, and it’s all at ear 
level, in one unit.

These models are free, so we 
suggest you write for yours now. 
Again, we repeat, there is no cost, 
and certainly no obligation. 
Thousands have already been 
mailed, so write today to Dept. 
4539 Beltone Electronics Corp., 
4201 W. Victoria, Chicago, Il
linois 60646.

article which I recently read in Living with 
Preschoolers.

If you are among those lucky ones who 
have joyful memories of Santa, don’t miss 
this article.

B. Bean
3615 Lancaster Dr.
Knoxville, TN 37920

'Just another lie'
Dear editor:

In answer to the letter from D. Owens 
(Nov. 17), I agree with him wholeheartedly 
about the dangers of confusing children 
with the story of Santa Claus.

I have a neighbor that told me of her 
sister and her son on this same lie. She said 
her sister was telling her teenage son about 
Jesus, and he stopped her cold with these 
words, “Stop it right now. Just don’t let me 
hear any more of that stuff, for it probably 
is just another lie, like the one you used to 
tell me about Santa Claus.”

And God only knows how many such 
incidents like this actually have taken place.

I never told my children there was a 
Santa Claus, and I do not tell my grand
children there is.

I recall one time my young son saw 
someone he knew with a Santa false face 
on, and he asked me, “Mother, does Santa 
have two faces?” And I asked why he asked. 
He said, “Well, under one face I saw 
another face just like Joe (the boy’s name).” 
And I told him it was Joe with a false face 
on. We both had a good laugh, and he 
enjoyed Christmas as before, knowing it was 
Jesus’ birthday we were celebrating.

Children love birthday parties. Why not 
tell them it’s the most important birthday 
that ever was or ever will be, and they will 
really enjoy it? Mine did.

It was cute what the editor wrote. Come 
off it, Cicero. Be willing to take the abuse 
we will probably get.

Mrs. James G. Killey 
100 Broadway, Apt. 204 
Oak Ridge, TN 37830

Sin or sickness?
Dear editor:

In Luke 21:34,1 Cor. 6:10, and Gal. 5:21, 
the Bible indicates that drinking keeps 
people from being prepared for the judg
ment and prevents them from inheriting the 
Kingdom of God.

In spite of these warnings the manufac
turers and distributors of beverage alcohol 
remain the untouchables of our society. 
Through inordinate and deceptive adver
tising and vicious legislative lobbying, they 
have wormed their way into a semblance of 
social and political acceptance for them
selves and their products.

When a Christian speaks out against this 

nefarious traffic, he becomes the target for 
much criticism and abuse. Among his fellow 
Christians, he is quickly imaged as a snob, 
a holier than thou person. He is accused 
of looking down his nose at those who sell 
and use alcoholic beverages. He is pictured 
as one who drives people away from the 
church or stands in the way of their ac
ceptance of Jesus Christ as their Lord and 
Saviour. He is badgered with Scripture, such 
as John 2:1-11 and I Tim. 5:23.

However, the human derelicts caused by 
drinking beverage alcohol, the large number 
of child abuse and child neglect cases di
rectly and indirectly attributable to the 
drinking of beverage alcohol, the large per
centage of crime that is alcohol related, the 
terrible destruction of life and property 
caused by drivers under the influence, and 
the millions of tax dollars required to care 
for the victims of this satanic brew compel 
me to insist that this evil be condemned from 
our pulpits and by Christians everywhere.

Drinking beverage alcohol is a sin before 
it becomes a sickness. The drinker is a 
sinner before he is addicted. The sin needs 
to be condemned and the sinner needs to 
be loved and witnessed to. In too many 
instances, we are doing neither.

E. Smith Robertson
404 McDonald Dr.
Nashville, TN 37217

The real basis for the “social and political 
acceptance” is the tax revenue from alco
holic beverages. If we were to limit or to 
prohibit sales, our personal taxes would be 
increased—and very few taxpayers’ convic
tions run that deep! (editor)

Common distincfives
Dear editor:

Do we know what makes Baptists dis
tinctive?

The basic beliefs noted in the Nov. 17 
editorial are common to the majority of 
fundamental churches. This means we 
should enjoy a broad fellowship with many 
other denominations. It would be interest
ing to research this question in order to 
define what makes us unique.

Many see us using baptism as an initiation 
rite. Since this is not a Biblical position, it is 
kept as a clerical secret. Have we avoided 
evaluating this major distinction because it 
would be hard to perpetuate a tradition 
which does not have the members* support?

Philip Walsh 
Rt. 4, Box 40 
Murfreesboro, TN 37130

Most “Fundamental” churches are Bap
tist. Our denomination’s differences with 
them (and vice versa) are not over doctrinal 
distinctives, but over methods used to carry 
out these distinctives. (editor)
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Margaret Fund students in Tennessee schools
By Mary Jane Nethery

The following young men and women, sons and daughters of Southern Baptist home 
> and foreign missionaries, are studying in Tennessee colleges and universities. Each has 

been assigned to one or more Associational Woman’s Missionary Unions with the 
request that the sponsoring associations remember these young persons on various oc
casions such as birthdays, Christmas, Easter, etc.

Name and Address

Austin Peay State University, Clarksville 37040

Parker, John L., 1005 Edgewood Drive, 
Clarksville 37040

Belmont College, Nashville 37203

Brown, Dorothy Ann, BC
Enge, Carl G., 2647 Woodberry Drive,

Nashville 37214
Lovegren, Linda M., Box 497, BC
McKinley, Cheri Lynn, Box 415, BC
McKinley, Katherine Sue, Box 415, BC
Owens, Ruth E., Box 105, BC
Rowden, Paige Allison, Box 282, BC
Stouffer, Burt Emmert, Box 204, BC

Carson-Newman College, Jefferson City 37760

Annis, Lisa Gayle, CNC
Blankenship, Lewis Daniel, Box 1541, CNC
Blankenship, Mary Virginia, Box 310, CNC
Dyson, Brandon, Box 1012, CNC
Frazier, Donna Elizabeth, Box 44, CNC
Frazier, Richard Dale, Box 1040, CNC
Griggs, Dorothy E., Box 1218, CNC

Grossman, Paul H. Jr., Box 337, CNC
Hogien, David A., Box 1822, CNC
Hoglen, Dean, CNC
Lusk, Sylvia Ruth, CNC
Maddox, Millie E„ Box 15, CNC
Parker, John W., Box 835, CNC
Tribble, Mary Jo, Box 261, CNC

East Tennessee State University, Johnson City 37601

Carter, Stephen, 310 W. Locust, Johnson City
Carter, William Thomas, 320 W. Locus,

Johnson City
Shirley, Susan Lynnette, 410 E. Myrtle 

Ave., Johnson City

Middle Tennessee State University, Murfreesboro 37130

Jones, Robert Donald, 508 Lester St., 
Woodbury 37190

Milligan College, Johnson City 37659

Poe, Janice Carol, MC

Union University, Jackson 36301

Bridgman, Donna, UU
Mercer, Ramona Darlene, Box 1071, UU
Mercer, Rodger Dale, UU

University of Tennessee Center of Health Sciences, Memphis 36163

Hawkins, Deborah Ann, 790 Madison Ave., Brazil June 25 Big Hatchle
#180, Memphis 38106

Morgan, Donna Gayle, 4699 Chancellor Brazil Oct. 10 Shelby
West, Memphis 38118

University of Tennessee, Knoxville 37916

Compton, John Charles, 303 12th St., 
Apt. 20, Knoxville 37916

Duncan, M. Alan, c/o Virgil Rains, 
Rt. 3, Box 396, Clinton 37716

Emanuel, Barton Wayne, 1811 Melrose Ave.,
Knoxville 37916

Headrick, Debora A., UT
Lewis, Christopher Paul, Box 8432, 

UT Sta. 37916
Martin, Charlene Jeanette, 1720 Melrose 

Ave., Box 550, Knoxville 37916
Williamson, Paul Bryan, Box 305, Andy 

Holt Ave., Knoxville 37916

Vanderbilt University, Nashville 37235

Barnes, Randal Kent, Box 1979, Station B, 
Nashville 37235

Beaty, Stephen, Box 382, Station B, 
VU, Nashville 37235

Dunaway, Martha E., Box 1432, Station B, 
Nashville 37235

Smith, Catherine Susan, Box 3356, 
Station B, Nashville 37235

Country 
Represented Birthday

Assigned 
Associations

Japan Mar. 6 Bledsoe, Crockett

Kenya Jan. 21 Cumberland
Argentina Oct. 28 Stewart

Jordan Nov. 30 Judson, Wm. Carey
Bangladesh Jan. 11 Alpha, Duck River
Bangladesh Aug. 11 Salem, Indian Creek
Tanzania June 10 Lawrence
Israel Mar. 12 Giles County
Brazil Mar. 8 New Duck River

Ghana Oct. 16 Hiwassee, Sevier
Libya Sept. 4 Seq. Valley, Chilhowee
Libya Feb. 21 Polk, Sweetwater
Nigeria Nov. 11 Dyer, McMinn
Nigeria May 9 E. Tenn., Big Emory
Nigeria June 15 Gibson, New River
Rhodesia Dec. 31 Carroll-Benton, Cumber

land Plateau
Senegal Mar. 11 West. Dist., Cumb. Gap
Venezuela Aug. 21 Weakley, Campbell
Venezuela Nov. 17 Beech River, Central
Hong Kong Dec. 17 Hardeman, Northern
Okinawa July 4 Jefferson
Brazil Mar. 29 Grainger
Chile June 12 Holston Valley

Chile Sullivan, Tenn. Valley
Chile Apr. 8 Holston

Argentina Oct. *30 Nolachucky

Taiwan Mar. 17 Concord

July 30 WataugaSo. Africa

HMB 
Japan 
Japan

Madison-Chester
Apr. 25 Haywood, Shiloh
Feb. 23 Beulah, Fayette

Brazil May 7 Knox County

Kenya Nov. 13 Hamilton

Japan Oct. 15 Loudon, Midland

Brazil
Surinam

Aug. 22
Dec. 14

Clinton 
Riverside

Madagascar Apr. 20 Copper Basin, New Salem

Mexico Feb. 11 Bradley, Stone

Lebanon July 14 Wilson, Union

Rhodesia Jan. 29 Nashville, Truett

Rhodesia Sept. 23 Maury

Hong Kong Feb.18 Robertson

RECOGNITION — Johnnie Hall (right), 
TBC church training secretary, received a 
plaque at the recent state convention noting 
that in 1976 Tennessee had the largest 
church training enrollment increase in the 
Southern Baptist Convention. Making the 
award on behalf of the Sunday School 
Board was its director of church and staff 
support, Ralph McIntyre, who was TBC 
president.

Two Tenn, churches
(Continued from page 5) 

top 425 fastest growing churches, a num
ber which is 1.5 percent of all SBC 
churches.

In addition to Broadway Church of 
Memphis and Two Rivers Church of Nash
ville, these Tennessee churches and their 
ranking are listed by the HMB magazine:

East Park Church, Memphis (24); First 
Church of Mt. Juliet (33); Broadmoor 
Church, Memphis (35); Bluegrass Church, 
Hendersonville (64); Leawood Church, 
Memphis (69); Germantown Church (70); 
and Bellevue Church, Memphis (91), are in 
the top 100.

Other churches in the list are:
First Church of Concord (122); First 

Church of Alcoa (123); Calvary Church, 
Cleveland (184); Southside Church, Mt. 
Pleasant (240); Judson Church, Nashville 
(241); Elliston Ave. Church, Memphis (242); 
Radnor Church, Nashville (243); Central 
Church, Hixson (245); Northside Church of 
McMinnville (248); Natchez Trace Church, 
Camden (293); Brentwood Church (294); 
Towering Oak Church, Memphis (301); 
Cumberland Dr. Church, Clarksville (302); 
Wynnburg Church (303); Grassland Heights 
Church, Franklin (358); Blue Ridge Church, 
Memphis (365); Oaklawn Church, Win
chester (371); Bethel View Church, Bristol 
(372); and Fall City Church, Rock Island 
(375).

BAPTIST AND REFLECTOR 
Brings You News First
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UNIFORM SERIES
Lesson for Sunday, December 11

Finding peace with. God
By Thomas G. Smothers • 

Professor of Department of Religion and Philosophy 
Union University, Jackson, TN 38301

Basic Passages: Job 29-31; 40-42
Focal Passages: Job 29:1-5; 40:6-9; 42:1-6

It has been pointed out that a man can 
tolerate almost any what or how if he has 
an adequate why. There is great wisdom in 
such a statement. Burdens can be lessened 
sometimes, at least temporarily, if the suf
ferer discovers a compelling and necessary 
cause for his sufferings. But anguish is not 
always relieved even if the real reason for 
it is completely understood. What is needed 
more than a reason for suffering is grace to 
help in time of need. What is needed more 
than a why is a Who. This is the most im
portant lesson that Job had to learn.

After Job had lost children, property, and 
health, he staunchly held fast to his in
tegrity for a time. He refused to charge 
God with wrong. For a time his traditional 
religious outlook was sufficient. When Job’s 
friends came to console him, they were 
shocked at his condition. “And they sat 
with him on the ground seven days and 
seven nights, and no one spoke a word to

To change or correct 
your address

Attach label from your latest copy 
here and show new address below— 
include zip code. When changing ad
dress please give two weeks notice. 
Please write, do not call address 
changes to insure accuracy.

All correspondence relating 
to your subscription
should be accompanied by your address 
label. If you are receiving duplicate 
copies please send both labels.
Address all requests to:

BAPTIST AND REFLECTOR 
Post Office Box 347 

Brentwood, Tennessee 37027

Name .......................................................
please print

Address ...................................................

City .........................................................

State...................... Zip Code................. 

him, for they saw that his suffering was 
very great” (Job 2:13). There are times 
when the best way to give comfort is simply 
to be there, to be present with compassion.

After this (3:1) bitterness came welling up 
in Job’s heart. Perhaps the inadequacy of 
a purely inherited religious faith had be
come apparent to him. Perhaps the strain 
of terrible loss had sapped his last reserves. 
In any case Job cursed the day on which 
he was bom.

Then begin the cycles of speeches of Job 
and his friends. The friends defended the 
traditional view that suffering is caused by 
sin, specifically by one’s own sin. Therefore, 
they argued that Job should admit that he 
had deserved his misfortune. To do other
wise would be to accuse God of injustice 
(8:3).

While Job did not claim that he was 
without sin, he did question whether his 
sins necessitated the amount of suffering he 
had undergone as the proper punishment. 
However, Job’s main problem was not a 
theological problem or a logical problem. 
His cause for bitterest complaint was that 
God would not answer him (13:3, 23-24). 
He longed for a mediator who might lay his 
hand on both God and Job and so bring 
them together (Job 9:33).

Job 29:1-5
In the first focal passage for this lesson, 

Job 29:1-5, Job looked with nostalgia upon 
his past life. In former years he had been 
sure of God’s presence. He had been a re
spected elder (29:7-10). He had been a man 
of compassion (29:11-17). But now all that 
was gone. In Job 30:1-40 Job made his final 
defense of his integrity, and with that his 
speeches were ended. Job had done a lot 
of talking, and some of it he was to re
gret later on.

The question of how to interpret suf
fering in general, and “innocent” suffering 
in particular, has been one of the most dis
cussed topics relating to human life. In the

EARL RUGEL 
WOODWORKING CO., INC.

Church Furniture

Jefferson City, TN 37760 
Phone (615) 475-3030

book of Job several views are offered. God 
may allow a person to be tested in order 
to reveal a shallow righteousness. Job’s 
friends argued that sin results in suffering, 
although they erred in the belief that all 
suffering is a direct result of one’s own sin. 
Young Elihu suggested that suffering may 
be interpreted as a warning signal, a warn
ing to leave sin and return to God. Suffer
ing may be one of Gods attention-getting 
devices. Also, suffering may be understood 
in terms of a refiner’s fire, or in terms of a 
teacher. All of these views are helpful. 
Many tragic experiences of life can be un
derstood adequately in light of one view or 
another. But for Job suffering was to have 
yet a deeper meaning: it was to bring him 
to God.

Job 38-41
After Job ran out of words, God an

swered him (Job 38-41). This was an awe
some and humbling experience for Job. God 
spoke to Job out of the whirlwind. He 
made Job understand how surpassing are 
His glory and His majesty (cf. Isaiah 
55:8-9). The Lord said to Job, “Shall a 
faultfinder contend with the Almighty?” 
(Job 40:2)

Job 42:1-6
Job had been put in his place. Now he 

was in a condition in which God could 
deal with him effectively. The high point 
of the book of Job is reached in Job 42:1-6. 
There Job confessed God’s greatness, and 
he admitted that he had been talking about 
things that lay beyond his ability to com
prehend. He finally understood that the ul
timate why for his suffering was to be kept 
hidden from him. But his most important 
discovery was that through suffering he had 
been brought to a personal, intimate, and 
life-changing relationship with God (Job 
42:5). Job had not discovered a satisfac
tory why, but he had come to a personal 
knowledge of the all-sufficient Who. “I had 
heard of thee by the hearing of the ear, 
abiding, personal relationship, he can stand 
anything. What is needed is not simply an 
answer to our questionings but grace to 
help in time of trouble (Hebrews 4:16). 
And God is our never-failing source of 
grace for all situations of life.

“The fool hath said in his heart, 
There is no God” (Psa. 14:1).
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LIFE AND WORK SERIES
Lesson for Sunday, December 11

The good shepherd
By Marion C. Barnett, Pastor 

Broadway Baptist Church, Knoxville, Tennessee

Basic Passage: John 10
Focal Passages: John 10:9-16, 27-30

A Sermon from the Old Testament
The first section of John 10 (verses 1-21) 

is actually a loose exposition of Ezekiel 34. 
The essence of both messages is a word of 
judgment which is pronounced upon the 
unfaithful shepherds, or leaders of Israel. 
In Ezekiel it is God who pronounces judg
ment and who says that He will replace 
these unfaithful shepherds and will do the 
work Himself in the proper manner. This, 
of course, serves as a prediction of His 
Messianic coming to His people.

In the New Testament it is Jesus who 
pronounces judgment and thus substitutes 
Himself for the voice of God. The word of 
judgment is the same, the leaders of Israel 
have been unfaithful shepherds, and they 
must be replaced with someone who will 
truly care for the sheep and feed them. At 
the heart of both messages is God’s deep 
concern for His people. We should note that 
in verses 14-16 Jesus conveys a subtle but 
very important message.

Its impact becomes clear to us when we 
compare it to Ezekiel 34, where in verse 15 
God says that He will be the shepherd of 
His sheep; and then in verse 23 where God 
says, “I will set up over them one shepherd, 
My servant David, and he shall feed them.” 
Jesus is identifying Himself as the ful
fillment of these words. He is the Good 
Shepherd which God has said that He will 
send. As the Good Shepherd He is one with 
God, and He goes beyond the words of 
Ezekiel to say that there will be not only 
one shepherd but there will also be one 
flock.

The Shepherding Function of the Church
From the larger New Testament context 

it would appear that Jesus’ statements in 
this chapter are not only a parable about 
Himself but also stand as an indication of 
how He views the mission of His church. 
In the same way that He spoke to Simon in 
John 21:17 saying, “Feed My sheep,” so 
would Jesus speak to His church.

One of the questions, therefore, which 
needs to grow out of a lesson like this is 
that of a congregation’s mission and min
istry. It will be well for someone to raise 
the question: What is the basic function of 
our church? Does Jesus expect of us some 
shepherding activity? It will not be enough 
to answer that question with a vague “yes.” 
If the answer is indeed yes, then Christians 
ought to go on to raise the issue of how the 
church fulfills its function of shepherding 
where it is. It might be very helpful for a 
Sunday school class to reflect upon what 

plans for ministry its congregation has. Are 
there long-range and short-range plans in 
existence? Who knows what these plans are, 
and does the fellowship in general under
stand exactly how everyone is to play his 
part in the overall strategy?

A similar question ought to be asked 
about a particular Sunday school class. 
Beyond our week-to-week existence is there 
some aim in ministry? Do we really know 
where we are going, and have we set goals 
and objectives to get ourselves there? The 
church and the Sunday school need to un
derstand themselves in the light of this 
Scripture as a serving fellowship.

Another way to look at the shepherding 
function of the congregation is to ask how 
the church works where it is. God always 
calls upon us to be Christians in a specific 
context. The neighborhood where your 
church building stands has certain charac
teristics and needs. Do you know what these 
are? Do you know the neighborhood’s 
attitude toward your congregation, and is 
the congregation aware of how it feels about 
the neighborhood where it worships?

The city at large forms a bigger context 
in which the church ministers. At the same 
time, the internal makeup of the church 
should not be neglected. One way to put 
that issue in sharp focus is to ask ourselves 
what kind of persons stay away from our 
church. Who used to come here, but no 
longer comes here? Who would never dream 
of coming here? For whom have we made 
no provisions at all in our worship and 
ministry?

For They Know His Voice
If the sheep are to know the voice of 

the “Good Shepherd” and of the under
shepherds as well, they must understand 
that voice. Jesus’ call to us to speak a word 
to the wider world is often a temptation for 
the church to leave off addressing the world 
and simply to turn inward, speaking only to 
itself. Have you, for instance, ever asked 
yourself the question: How much of what is 
said inside our church gatherings would 
make sense if it were spoken anywhere else? 
Sometimes the church develops a special 
language of its own, a jargon in which it 
talks about its message and work.

The danger of jargon is that after a while 
it may come to substitute for real commit
ment and understanding. Then we find 
ourselves no longer doing the work of a 
disciple. Beyond that our ministry and 
gospel becomes vague and undefined to 
those who hear us talk about it. If, there

fore, the world is to hear indeed the Word 
of the Good Shepherd and to understand 
His voice we must specifically spell out 
what we mean by the demanding call and 
the merciful deliverance of Christian faith.

As we have studied the gospel of John 
there is something radical about what Jesus 
was saying and doing. We must never mask 
that by what we say and do.

A Model of Success
Jesus gave us a yardstick for our ministry 

when He said, “The Good Shepherd lays 
down his life for the sheep.” In saying this 
He measured His own ministry by His 
sacrificial caring. His word measures the 
church no less, and our marketing approach 
to success stands under the judgment of His 
word. His ministry is best contrasted to ours 
in that we act as if we are selling something 
while He is obviously giving something 
away and relinquishing His life in the 
process.

We would profit from a discussion of 
whether the church has actually heard Jesus’ 
Word about one flock. A great deal of time 
seems to be spent among Christian churches 
in arguing over denominational confessions 
or pointing out denominational distinctives 
while the pagan society around ignores us 
completely and plunges on blindly. Jesus 
seemed to envision a radical discipleship 
that was less concerned with theology and 
distinctiveness than it was with obedience to 
the Kingdom of God which was at hand.

One other item ought to be discussed 
under this heading. That concerns the role 
of the pastor and his family within the 
sheepfold. No one else stands in such a 
vulnerable position as does the pastor and 
his family. On the one hand he is the 
undershepherd of the flock and is expected 
to lay down his life for the sheep. His 
personal and family life is constantly in
vaded by the individual needs of his people. 
At the same time he and his loved ones are 
also part of the sheepfold. Someone must 
minister to them. The church stands re
sponsible for raising that issue and for 
seeing that the minister and his family 
receive the pastoral care which they need. 
How can that be done and who will do it; 
how can the church and the denomination 
see to it that the special needs of the pastor 
and his family are met?

Former Tennessee pastor returns 
to lead church in Haywood Assn.

Dean Doster preached his first sermon as 
pastor of Allen Church, Haywood Associa
tion, last month.

He comes to the post from Immanuel 
Church, Shepherdsville, Ky. Other pastor
ates included Bethlehem Church, Green
field, Tenn., and Rosebower Church, Padu
cah, Ky.

The Allen pastor earned the B.A. degree 
from Bethel College at McKenzie, Tenn., 
and is scheduled to receive the master of 
religious education degree from Southern 
Baptist Theological Seminary in July 1978.
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Ex-missionary remembers Lottie Moon
If you are wondering who is Lottie Moon, 

here is someone who can tell you the story 
straight.

Most Southern Baptists know the Lottie 
Moon name, because it is tied to the 
Christmas-time offering for foreign missions. 
But Mrs. Edgar L. Morgan of Westminster, 
S.C., knew and worked with Lottie Moon, 
the person.

Mrs. Morgan, now age 99, is Southern 
Baptists’ oldest surviving missionary. She 
was a young bride when she and her hus
band arrived in China in 1905. There she 
met the missionary, Miss Moon, who had 
been on the field since 1873.

Mrs. Morgan’s tales of Lottie bear out 
the legendary brilliance, dedication, dog
gedness, and humility.

Fellow missionaries were somewhat awed 
by Miss Moon’s ability to endure isolation 
from other “foreigners” in favor of good 
relations with the Chinese.

“She was so impressed with the need and 
poverty of the people in Pingtu, she went to 
Pingtu alone. She was the only foreign wom
an, or foreign person, there. She must have 
been very lonely, but she worked desperately 
with the people,” Mrs. Morgan says.

Miss Moon lived many years in Pingtu 
doing evangelistic work among women.

Fora

RETREAT
you won’t forgot!

RESORT TO BROOKSIDE
If you are looking for a quiet com
fortable place in the Great Smoky 
Mountains to hold your next retreat; 
where you can enjoy fellowship in 
targe motel rooms and cottages 
(some with fireplaces); where you 
can economize by preparing your 
own meals in fully equipped kitch
ens; a place discovered and en
joyed by other church groups • .. 
Brookside is your answer.

$5.30
. . . per person, sleeping two per 
bed, including sales tax and meet
ing rooms to fit your needs. Rate 
applies as space available through 
May 31. For open dates, call . . . 

mOESIH
MOTEL & RANCH HOUSE 

Phone (81$) 438-5811 
GATUHBURO, TENHESSEE

Asked about Lottie’s death in 1912, Miss 
Morgan explains, “She wouldn’t eat any
thing because the Chinese were starving to 
death, but this was really just in her own 
mind. She thought they didn’t have any 
heat, so she wouldn’t have any heat in bitter 
cold. They had an awful time getting her to 
eat anything. I remember very well the 
morning she left. They took her in a mule 
litter before daylight She said goodbye to 
us.”

Accompanied by a mission nurse, Cynthia

Objectors to unions 
win in House vote

WASHINGTON—Religious objectors to 
membership in labor unions won a major 
victory in the U.S. House of Representatives 
here. Senate consideration of labor reform 
will come next year.

By a 400-7 vote, the House passed an 
amendment to the National Labor Relations 
Act that would allow employees covered by 
that law who have religious objections to 
joining or supporting labor unions to pay 
an amount equal to union dues and initiation 
fees to a nonreligious charity rather than to 
the labor union.

Known groups who object to participation 
in labor unions are the Seventh Day Ad
ventist Church, the Amish, Plymouth Breth
ren IV, Mennonites, Christian Missionary 
Alliance, Old German Baptists, and the 
National Association of Evangelicals.

Historically, these groups have opposed 
union membership because the unions have 
often engaged in force or violence and be
cause they feel the "Bible prohibits them 
from joining any group other than the 
church. Generally, they are not anti-labor 
and are willing to pay an equivalent sum to 
a charity rather than be “free riders” on 
union-gained benefits. (BP)

Robert Sanders accepts ministry 
at Martha Church in Wilson Co.

Robert Sanders was called as pastor of 
Martha Church, Wilson County Association.

Sanders

He is already on the 
field.

A native of Wilson 
County, he served re
cently at Rome 
Church in New Salem 
Association.

He attended Middle 
Tennessee State Uni
versity at Murfrees
boro, and Cumber
land College, Leba
non.

Miller, Lottie sailed for the US. But in port 
at Kobe, Japan, she fell into a coma. 
Rousing, she asked Miss Miller to sing 
“Jesus Loves Me.” Then she began greeting 
deceased friends and family, as if she were 
passing into heaven. “She spoke in English 
to the Americans and in Chinese to the 
Chinese,” explains Mrs. Morgan. Miss 
Moon died on Christmas Eve, 1912.

“I felt that she was unusually plucky and 
fine,” she says. “There were other 
in our mission who were just as 
fine, but Miss Moon did one 
thing that was really hard. She 
went far away from other mis
sionaries to live among the 
Chinese. Miss Moon had the 
grace, and the faith in God, and 
the good courage to go to 
Pingtu,” she summarizes.

“While Miss Moon was an 
unusual woman, I think that her 
God was an unusual God,” she 
adds.

Mrs. Morgan thinks that Lot
tie Moon would be amazed and 
“not too happy” to find her 
name so revered among South
ern Baptists. That honor fell to 
Lottie because she originated the 
idea of a Baptist love offering 
for foreign missions at Christ
mas. She had no idea that it 
would come to be named in her 
memory.

Her promotion of a women’s 
missions organization and of 
sacrificial mission support are 
credited with getting Baptist 
missions on a sounder footing.

The first offering, taken in 
amounted to $3,315. By the time Mrs. 
Morgan became a foreign missionary, it was 
reaching $14,000. This year the goal is 
$34,000,000.

Mrs. Morgan served in China until Baptist 
finances were insufficient to send her back to 
the field during the Great Depression.

Knowing Lottie Moon is not her real 
claim to fame. She had vast missionary ad
ventures of her own. She edited a widely 
circulated Christian devotional bi-weekly in 
China. After leaving China, she and her 
husband directed Christian retreats and 
Bible conferences at their home in Chauga 
Heights, S.C.

Now she maintains an active prayer min
istry, praying with women who visit her 
and corresponding with people who write 
asking for guidance. She prays for hungry 
people and for persons who are lost. “I 
keep the line open. He knows I’m going to 
talk to Him. I don’t have to introduce my
self. But I’m not satisfied with my prayer 
life,” she says, with every intention of 
doing better in her centennial year.
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