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Executive Board sets goal 
of doubling mission gifts

The division of Cooperative Program 
funds received above the Tennessee Baptist 
Convention’s goal last year and the approval 
of a challenge to double the state’s Coopera
tive Program mission gifts by 1982 were 
among the major business items at the Dec. 
12-13 meeting of the TBC Executive Board.

Last week’s meeting was the first for the 
board since the November convention in 
Knoxville.

Children’s homes: $12,500.
Tennessee Baptist Service Corporation: 

$25,000.
Brotherhood: $20,000 to purchase and 

equip a disaster relief van to be used to 
provide food, medical, and spiritual assist
ance in response to disaster crises.

Bold Missions: $5,000 for regional con
ferences by Convention ministries division, 
and $10,000 for Sunday School “Growing THANKS—On behalf of the Tennessee

In other actions, the board reorganized a Church” conferences.
itself into co: iiTii ittees, honored five em-
ployees on service anniversaries, and re
solved to “support any action necessary” to 
remove the state Constitution’s prohibition 
of a minister serving in the state legislature.

The Cooperative Program budget goal 
for the convention year (Nov. 1, 1976-Oct. 
31, 1977) was set by the 1976 TBC at $9.4- 
million, with the provision that any mission 
gifts received above that amount would be 
divided among mission causes by the Execu
tive Board at its December meeting. As pre
viously reported, Tennessee churches and 
their members shared $511,643.53 more 
than the convention-adopted goal.

Missions: $15,000 for the church building 
and lot fund, and $15,000 to assist in lan
guage ministry projects.

On reco:Hill endation of its Denomina

On reco Hill endation of its Program Com-
mittee, the board voted that 33.33 percent 
of that amount or $170,530.78 would be 
shared with missions and ministries sup
ported through the Southern Baptist Con
vention’s Cooperative Program. This is the 
same percent which was shared of last year’s 
TBC budget.

The remainder of the overage, or 
$341,112.75, will be used within the state 
and was divided by the Executive Board in
this manner:

Schools: $45,333 each for Belmont Col-
lege, Carson-Newman College, and Union 
University; and $8,000 for Harrison- 
Chilhowee Academy.

Camps: $31,762.75 toward a deficit in op
erating expenses above fees collected at 
Camp Carson and Camp Linden; $30,000 
for capital improvements at Camp Linden; 
$15,000 for capital improvements at Camp 
Carson; and $15,000 toward an amphi
theater at Camp Carson.

Student work: $2,000 to assist BSU work 
with blacks at University of Tennessee, 
Knoxville, and $1,850 for a site develop
ment study in Knoxville.

tional Cooperation Committee, the board 
approved a new stewardship emphasis, 
“Great Challenge Tennessee—Witness to 
the World,” which would work toward the 
goal of doubling Cooperative Program re
ceipts by 1982. The emphasis is in response 
to action taken by the 1977 Southern Bap
tist Convention which met in Kansas City.

Tennessee’s 1977 Cooperative Program 
goal was $9.4-million. The approved recom
mendation would seek to increase receipts to 
$18.8-million by 1982.

In approving a recommendation from the 
convention’s Nominating Committee, the 
Executive Board was divided into six stand
ing committees and the Administrative 
Committee. A listing of these committees is 
printed elsewhelre in this issue of the 
Baptist and Reflector.

Five Executive Board employees were 
recognized on their service anniversaries: 
Naomi Thomas, 20 years; Frances Mc- 
Glocklin, 15 years; and Ralph E. Norton, 
Vern Powers, and Jim McDonald, five years 
each.

The board passed a resolution from its 
Public Affairs and Christian Life Committee 
“supporting action necessary to remove Ar-

Baptist Service Corporation, trustee presi
dent Kenneth Ross (left) expresses gratitude 
to Gene Kerr on his retirement as executive 
director-treasurer.

TBSC honors Kerr 
on retirement

The trustees of Tennessee Baptist Service 
Corporation met Dec. 7 in Brentwood to 
honor their retiring executive director, elect 
a new executive director, employ a manager 
for their first retirement facility, and elect 
officers for the Board of Trustees.

Gene Kerr, who has served since Jan. 1, 
1975 as the first executive director of the 
Service Corporation, will retire at the end of 
this month. His service with Tennessee 
Baptists began in 1954 when he joined the 
state convention staff as business manager. 
Later, he was named associate executive sec
retary of the Tennessee Baptist Convention.

A retirement dinner in Kerr’s honor was 
held at Richland Country Club.

Wade Darby was elected as the new- 
executive secretary director-treasurer for the 
TBSC. He has served as assistant to Kerr 
for 18 months, coming to that position from 
the pastorate of First Church, Jefferson City.

Darby told the trustees that the corpora
tion’s first facility, Belmont Plaza in Nash
ville, is well into construction with comple
tion date set for June. He said that already 

(Continued on page 12)(Continued on page 12)

The "Baptist and Reflector" is not published Christmas week. The next 
issue will be Jan. 5, 1978.

The staff of "Baptist and Reflector" expresses sincere appreciation for 
your prayers, interest, and cooperation during 1977 and wishes for you a 
meaningful Christmas and a rewarding New Year of service to the Christ.



Court examines Tennessee's law 
banning minister in legislature

By Stan Hastey
WASHINGTON—Justices of the U.S. 

Supreme Court are one step closer to 
deciding a major church-state case after 
hearing oral arguments in the case of a 
Baptist minister from Tennessee who was 
sued after running for the state Constitu
tional Convention.

The high court was asked by the attorney 
for Paul A. McDaniel, pastor of the Second 
Missionary Baptist Church in Chattanooga, 
to strike down a provision in the Tennessee 
state constitution dating to 1796 which 
declares that “no minister of the gospel or 
priest of any denomination whatever shall be 
eligible to a seat in either house of the 
legislature.”

Tennessee’s constitutional prohibition, 
which had not been challenged in court until 
this year, declares that ministers and priests 
should be excluded from public office be
cause they “are by their profession, dedi
cated to God and the care of souls, and 
ought not to be diverted from the great 
duties of their functions.”

McDaniel ran for a seat from the 29th 
House District in Tennessee’s election for 
a special Constitutional Convention. In a 
four-way race, he won easily but was chal
lenged in Hamilton County chancery court 
by Selma Cash Paty, an opponent who ran 
second to McDaniel. That court upheld his
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election but on appeal the Tennessee Su
preme Court ruled for Paty.

McDaniel was granted his seat, however, 
when Supreme Court Justice Potter Stewart 
stayed the Tennessee ruling until the Su
preme Court could decide the case.

In challenging the decision of Tennessee’s 
high court, McDaniel’s attorney, Frederic 
S. Leclerco of Knoxville, argued that the 
state prohibition was enacted at a time in 
American history when anti-clericalism was 
prevalent. It was not the intention of the 
founding fathers, he contended, to exclude 
the clergy from holding office.

Leclerco cited not only the First Amend
ment’s guarantee to free exercise of religion, 
but stated that a “respectable argument” 
could be made for his client from Article 
VI of the federal Constitution, which states 
that “no religious test shall ever be required 
as a qualification to any office or public 
trust under the United States.”

McDaniel’s free exercise argument, 
summed up in a written brief submitted this 
summer, says that Tennessee “exacts a cruel 
penalty—it relegates McDaniel and other 
ministers to the level of second-class citizen
ship.”

An assistant attorney general of Tennes
see, Kenneth R. Herrell of Nashville, ar
gued before the high court that the state’s 
interest in the law is the separation of church 
and state. He cited the First Amendment’s 
clause forbidding the establishment of reli
gion as sufficient foundation for Tennessee’s 
prohibition against clergy in public office.

Justice John Paul Stevens interrupted 
Herrell at one point to ask if the state’s 
absolute conception of separation of church 
and state could be carried to the theoretical 
extreme of denying to all regular church
goers access to public office. Herrell re
sponded that the state would have a legiti
mate interest in such a provision.

In a conversation with Baptist Press after 
the hearing, McDaniel said the state has no 
compelling interest in forbidding him and 
other members of the clergy from holding 
office. He said the state’s argument to the 
Tennessee Supreme Court that to allow 
clergy to hold office would give them 
disproportionate influence because of the 
people under their spiritual care is not 
valid. He indicated that he functioned as any 
other member of the Constitutional Con
vention.

The justices will now take the case under 
advisement, with no decision likely until 
sometime after the first of the year. Because 
of the illness of Justice Harry A. Blackmun, 
the remaining eight justices will decide the 
case. (BP)

Texas approves package 
to save Dallas college

DALLAS — Texas Baptists’ executive 
board approved a $2,950,000 package at its 
December meeting here designed to solve 
Dallas Baptist College’s financial and ac
creditation problems.

The 192-member board, which transacts 
business between annual sessions of the 
Baptist General Convention of Texas, also 
accepted an invitation to provide several 
thousand volunteer short-term mission work
ers for a four-year evangelistic campaign in 
Brazil.

Dallas Baptist College officials said the 
financial plan, adopted after lengthy dis
cussion by the board, was expected to insure 
the school’s accreditation when the accredi
tation committee of the Southern Associa
tion of Colleges and Schools meets Dec. 11. 
The accrediting agency placed the school 
on public probation a year ago, contending 
that too much of the school’s revenues were 
going to debt retirement. It set a December 
deadline for the school to remedy the situa
tion or lose its accreditation.

W. E. Thom, president of Dallas Baptist, ; 
called the financial plan “a miracle.” He 
had said earlier that loss of accreditation 
would render degrees worthless. “We would 
have no alternative but to close the school,” 
he said.

Thom, who assumed the presidency of 
the financially troubled school in 1975, said 
the college has already raised $675,000 of 
the $1,275,000 which it pledged to raise in 
three years, over and above its regular 
annual sustentation fund.

The remainder of the package includes 
$200,000 to be raised by Dallas Baptist 
Association and another $1,475,000 by the
state convention (which includes $175, Hill
approved last May); $700,000 from the 
purchase of four tracts of land owned by 
Dallas Baptist College in Dallas, Tarrant 
and Johnson Counties; and $600,000 over
the next three years from unrestricted con
vention monies.

The financial plan will pay off all of 
the school’s capital indebtedness except for 
bonded indebtedness on residence halls, said 
Glenn Biggs, San Antonio banker who
served on the ad hoc co Hill ittee that drafted
the plan. Income from the dormitories 
would be sufficient to meet those obligations, 
he added. (BP)

Bristol church calls Blair
Darryl G. Blair was called as pastor of 

Volunteer Church, Bristol.
Blair attended the University of Cincin

nati and East Tennessee State University. 
Since February 1976, he has been pastor of 
Olinger First Church, Big Stone Gap, Va.
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O'Hair challenges coin motto, 
not involved in false petition

By Barry Garrett and Stan Hastey
AUSTIN, Tex. — Madalyn Murray 

O’Hair, the famed atheist, continues to 
make waves among certain segments of the 
nation’s religious community. Some of the 
waves are caused by facts, but others are the 
result of false rumors repeated so often that 
they give the appearance of truth.

It is a fact, however, that Mrs. O’Hair 
has filed a lawsuit to remove the motto 
“In God We Trust” from U.S. coins and 
currency. All of the rumors concerning her 
connection with petition RM 2493 to the 
Federal Communications Commission are 
false.

The “In God We Trust” suit was filed by 
O’Hair on Sept. 1, 1977, but has gone 
largely unreported. No date has been set for 
oral arguments in the case, according to a 
spokesperson for the U.S. District Com! 
for the Western District of Texas here.

The case, O’Hair et al v. Blumenthal and 
Conlon, was filed after O’Hair threatened 
to sue the federal government over the motto 
in a speech last summer at the dedication 
of her atheist center here. Respondents are 
W. Michael Blumenthal, U.S. secretary of 
the Treasury, and James Conlon, director of 
the Bureau of Engraving and Printing.

The motto is the only issue at stake, 
according to the district court source. The 
action is totally unrelated to false rumors 
that have circulated for the past two and 
one-half years that O’Hair had filed a 
petition with the FCC to have religious 
broadcasting removed from the airwaves.

A much more limited petition was filed in 
1974 by two California men with no ties to 
O’Hair asking the FCC to limit the granting 
of permits to licensees who would engage in 
exclusively religious radio and television 
broadcasting. That petition, RM 2493, was 
unanimously rejected by the FCC commis
sioners on August 1, 1975.

In spite of the action, however, numerous 
broadcasters have continued to identify 
O’Hair as the petitioner. As a result, yet

New Orleans alumni elect Porch
James Porch, pastor, Tullahoma First 

Church, is the new president for the Ten
nessee chapter of New Orleans Baptist 
Theological Seminary alumni. Porch was 
elected at the alumni meeting held at Knox
ville First Church last month.

Paul Woodford, pastor, Ripley First
Church, is the organization’s president-elect;
and Robert Brian, minister of music at
Maryville First Church, is the new secretary.

Alumni attending the meeting heard 
Harold Bryson, associate professor of 
preaching at the seminary. The emphasis 
for the session was the student aid fund.

another new wave of protests from ill- 
informed people has flooded the FCC in 
recent weeks.

Another incorrect version of RM 2493 is 
that it is a bill in Congress to eliminate 
religious broadcasting. This rumor is as 
false as the rumors about Mrs. O’Hair and 
the FCC.

Yet another myth subscribed to by many 
church people and some journalists is that 
the Texas atheist was responsible for the Su
preme Court decisions on prayer in schools. 
The facts are as follows.

Mrs. O’Hair was not connected in any 
way with the landmark 1962 decision in the 
New York case in which the court said that 
a government written and approved prayer, 

ent to be recited byrequired by gover Illi

school children, is unconstitutional.
She was a party in an auxiliary case in 

1963 when the court ruled that governmen
tally required religious devotions for school 
children, such as Bible reading and/or 
recitation of the Lord’s Prayer, violate the 
Constitution.

The legal suit over the motto “In God We 
Trust” is being followed closely by the staff 
of the Baptist Joint Committee on Public 
Affairs in Washington, D.C., which will 
report new developments in the case as they 
occur. (BP)

Court voids payments 
to parochial schools

WASHINGTON—Nonpublic schools are 
not entitled to reimbursement for expenses 
incurred under state regulations which have 
been ruled unconstitutional, the U.S. Su
preme Court held here.

In a 6-3 decision, the high court dismissed 
the claim of Cathedral Academy of New 
York City, a Roman Catholic parochial 
school, which for five years has sought 
reimbursement for state-mandated expenses 
during the 1971-72 school year.

A 1970 New York law authorized pay
ment to parochial schools for a number of 
educational services, including testing, main
tenance of enrollment and health records, 
and personnel qualification records.

The Supreme Court declared the New 
York law unconstitutional, however, in the 
spring of 1972. In response to the 1972 
decision, the New York state legislature 
enacted a new law authorizing reimburse
ment to nonpublic schools for expenses in
curred in anticipation of state funds. This 
second law, after lengthy proceedings in 
lower courts, has now been declared simi
larly unconstitutional. (BP)

Tennessee preacher to recollect 
60 years of pastoral ministry

Tennessee pastor Willie Chadwick, 87, 
is scheduled to observe his 60th year as a 
preacher of the gospel

Ordained at Rals
ton, Tenn, in 1918, 
Chadwick has served 
churches in Portage
ville and Steele, Mo., 
Piggott and Pocahon
tas, Ark., and Eva 
(Tenn.) First Church. 
He was also a full- 
time evangelist for 
several years.

Since his retire
ment he has become 
a member of McKen

next month.

Chadwick
zie First Church along with his wife, Eula 
Myrle. McKenzie pastor John D. Adams 
observed that Chadwick remains active in 
the work of the church.

Rites held for Luther Wharton, 
Friendship Beech Bluff pastor

Luther Yancey Wharton, 50, pastor of 
Friendship Beech Bluff Church, Madison- 
Chester Association, died at his home Dec. 
7. He had led the church for seven years 
and was a pastor throughout west Ten
nessee for the past 17 years.

Funeral services were held at the church 
with Thomas Lewis, director of missions, 
officiating. Burial was at Mars Hill Ceme
tery.

Wharton leaves his widow, Willie Faye 
Smith Wharton, of the home; two daugh
ters, Barbara Praytor and Betty Wharton; 
his mother, Mrs. Elza Bishop Wharton; two 
grandchildren, and four sisters. One preach
er brother, Melvis Osborn Wharton, resides 
in Henderson.

53 seniors get Belmont diplomas, 
hear address from Kentucky prof

Fifty-three seniors took diplomas during 
winter graduation exercises at Belmont Col
lege in Nashville Dec. 16, according to 
college president Herbert Gabhart.

The senior class was addressed by Maxine 
McCants, a 1964 magna cum laude Belmont 
graduate. McCants is serving as assistant 
professor of English at Murray State Uni
versity, Murray Ky., and is one of five 
faculty members to serve on the University 
Council at the school. She also holds the 
M.A. degree from Vanderbilt University,- 
and the Ph.D. degree from the University 
of Southern Mississippi.

As a Belmont alumna, she was the first 
woman graduate to earn the Ph.D. degree 
and the first woman to address a college 
graduating class at the school.
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GRATITUDE EXPRESSED—Five Tennessee Baptist Convention building employees 
were honored last week in Brentwood for their work among Baptists. Front row, left to 
right, are: Frances McGlocklin, Vern Powers, and Naomi Thomas. Standing are (left): 
Ralph Norton and James McDonald.

Board pays tribute to TBC staffers 
during December Brentwood meeting

HMB designates Bunch 
to assist volunteers

ATLANTA—David T. Bunch, 44, has 
been elected director of Mission Service 
Corps coordination for the Southern Bap
tist Home Mission Board.

The election came during the December 
meeting of the board’s executive committee 
here. The board also named a national con
sultant on youth evangelism, appointed 10 
missionaries, two missionary associates, , 
three missionary associate>-student and ap
proved two pastors for language pastoral 
aid.

Bunch, currently area director of missions 
for the Iowa Southern Baptist Fellowship, 
will coordinate and expedite Home Mission 
Board involvement with Mission Service 
Corps and Volunteer Involvement in 
Missions.

Mission Service Corps is a denominational 
plan to enlist and assign 5,000 persons for 
volunteer service at home and abroad by 
1982. Support for the volunteers will come 
from churches, individuals, and other 
groups.

Bunch, who will assume his duties Jan. - 
15, 1978, will work with Ralph L. West, 
process coordinator for all inquiries and 
applications, and with Lewis I. Myers Jr., 
named in October by the Southern Baptist 
Foreign Mission Board to work with vol
unteers who wish to assist career mission-, 
aries overseas. (BP)

Five members of the staff of the Tennes
see Baptist Convention building were hon
ored for tenures of service at last week’s 
Executive Board meeting in Brentwood.

Recognized for 20 years was Naomi 
Thomas, technical machine operator, pro
gram services department. Thomas served 
in the department as an offset press opera
tor before being promoted to her present 
position.

Frances McGlocklin, secretary, student 
department, was honored for 15 years’ em
ployment. She was employed in the steward
ship department for eight years before 
joining the staff of the student department.

Church architecture workshop 
to be held at Brighton First

A “Church Beautiful Workshop” will be 
held Jan. 12 at Brighton First Church, ac
cording to Charles Norton, consultant in 
church architecture for the Tennessee Bap
tist Convention. Sessions will be held at 
3:30 and 7 p.m.

Anyone interested in remodeling and im
provement ideas in churches throughout 
west and middle Tennessee is encouraged to 
attend.

Roland Smith, church architecture depart
ment, Baptist Sunday School Board, will 
lead the conference. Norton will assist.
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Three men accepted the board’s gratitude 
for five years service each. They were: Ralph 
Norton, executive secretary-treasurer, TBC; 
James McDonald, business manager; and 
Vern Powers, director of protection plans. 
All three have held these positions for the 
five-year tenure. (

SBTS student to aid 
Africa famine relief

RICHMOND—A Southern Baptist Theo
logical Seminary student, William McCall 
Bethea, will go to West Africa early in 
January to help with grain distribution as 
famine relief for the people of Upper Volta.

Bethea is the son of Mr. and Mrs. Ralph 
C. Bethea, who have served as Southern 
Baptist missionaries in Nairobi, Kenya.

The relief efforts in Upper Volta are 
being mounted as part of a relief feeding 
program to alleviate a famine developing 
on a wide scale in the Sahel Desert nations 
of West Africa. Food supplies in Upper 
Volta are now one-third below the minimum 
needed for survival.

In November the Southern Baptist For
eign Mission Board appropriated $106,000 
for relief work in Upper Volta and ap
proved the search for a volunteer to serve 
in relief work. (BP)

Committee begins work 
on 1978 TBC program

The Committee on Arrangements for the 
1978 Tennessee Baptist Convention held its 
first meeting Dec. 8 at the Baptist building 
in Brentwood.

Joe McGehee, pastor of Lewisburg First 
Church, was re-elected chairman of the 
committee, and H. K. Sorrell, pastor 
Brownsville Church, was elected as vice- 
chairman.

As the committee begins its work, it 
voted to follow the same schedule as in re
cent years, with seven sessions running from 
Tuesday morning through Thursday morn
ing. The convention was set by messengers 
to the 1976 TBC for Woodmont Church, 
Nashville, Nov. 14-16, 1978.

Although no part of the program or 
theme was finalized by the committee, the 
group did tentatively agree that the Wednes
day night session would be “state missions 
night.”

The selection of speakers for the 1978 
session was discussed, and preference indi
cated by the committee members. A sub
committee will be named to bring a tentative 
program to the Feb. 10 meeting of the full 
committee.

Baptist and Reflector *



Executive Board committees named 
as nominations report approved

New members of committees of the Ex
ecutive Board of the Tennessee Baptist Con
vention were elected during the Executive 
Board meeting held Dec. 12-13 in Brent
wood.

Election of the committees followed pres
entation of nominations by a Nominating 
Committee composed of Ray Fowler, chair
man and pastor of White Oak Church, 
Chattanooga; Gayle Alexander, pastor, 
First Church, Alamo; George E. Capps Jr., 
associate executive director, Education Com
mission, Nashville; Bruce Coyle, pastor, 
Highland Heights Church, Memphis; John 
Daley, pastor, Brook Hollow Church, Nash
ville; Paul Durham, pastor, Radnor Church, 
Nashville; Jerry Glisson, pastor, Leawood 
Church, Memphis; Lee Morris, pastor, 
Robertsville Church, Oak Ridge; and John 
Shepherd, pastor, Trenton Street Church, 
Harriman.
Administrative Committee

(17 Members)
George E. Capps, Jr., 

Chairman, At Large (M)
C. Henry Preston, Vice- 

chairman, At Large (E)
Gayle Alexander, chairman, 

Christian Services 
Committee (W)

William E. Crook, At Large 
(M)

Mohn Daley, President, 
Executive Board (M)

Jim Dusek, Chairman, Ten
nessee Baptist Program 
Committee (M)

Charles D. Earl, At Large 
©

Ray Fowler, Chairman, Edu
cation Committee and 
Vice-president, Executive 
Board (E)

Hayward Highfill, At Large 
(E)

Howard Kolb, At Large (W)
Pat Landrum, At Large (W)
Mrs. R. Trevis Otey, At 

Large (W)
J. Arnold Porter, At Large 

(M)
Paul Shell, Chairman, 

Public Affairs and Chris
tian Life Committee (W)

Bill Sherman, President, 
Tennessee Baptist Con
vention (M)

Gerald Stow, Chairman, 
State Missions Commit
tee (M)

Herschel Woodburn, Chair
man, Denominational 
Cooperation Committee 
(E)

State Missions Committee

(18 Members)
Gerald Stow, Chairman 

(M)
Pat Landrum, Vice-chairman 

(W)
Mack Bingham (E) 
Robert E. Brown (W) 
Robert Campbell (E) 
George E. Capps, Jr. (M) 
James Chatham (W) 
William E. Crook (M) 
C. E. Harris (E) 
Mrs. Claude Jennings (M) 
Paul Mayhew (W) 
J. Ralph McIntyre (M) 
Rudy Newby (M) 
John W. Outland (E) 
J. Arnold Porter (M) 
C. Henry Preston (E) 
Robert Stitts (E) 
Earl Wilson (E)

Tennessee Baptist Program 
Committee

(17 Members)
Jim Dusek, Chairman (M) 
Jim Osborne, Vice-chairman

(W)
Douglas Brewer (W)
E. E. Carrier (E) 
Paul Clark (W) 
Charles Earl (E) 
H. D. Hudson (W) 
Grant Jones (E) 
Jack Land (W) 
Raymond Langlois (M) 
Lloyd Lawrence (M) 
Richard Long (W) 
Ray McCall (M) 
Bill Morris (E) 
Robert Sharp (E) 
R. Richard Smith (E) 
Fred Steelman (E)

Board reimburses MK's 
for items lost in fire

RICHMOND — The Southern Baptist 
Foreign Mission Board voted $5,688 at its 
December meeting to reimburse seven MKs 
(children of missionaries) and their coun
selor for personal items lost in a fire during 
the annual Thanksgiving retreat sponsored 
by the board.

The appropriation will reimburse the col
lege freshmen and the counselor for all 
losses not covered by the $500 total in
surance coverage provided by Camp Han
over, near Richmond, where the retreat 
was held.

The fire broke out during an evening 
session and destroyed the cabin in which the 
students were staying and all of the personal 
possessions they had with them. (BP)

Bruceton announces election 
of Ken Jordan as new pastor

Ken Jordan, pastor, 
Barnett Church, Little 
Rock, Ark., accepted 
the call as pastor of 
Bruceton First Church 
last month and is al
ready on the field.

Jordan has served 
churche>s in Arkansas, 
Louisiana, and Ten
nessee. While in Ten
nessee, he led Chewal- 
la Church, McNairy 
County.

Jordan

The new Bruceton pastor attended Cen
tral Baptist College in Conway, Ark. He is 
a native of Louisiana.

Accreditation group removes 
probation from Tex. college

NEW ORLEANS—The Southern Asso
ciation of Colleges and Schools reaffirmed 
the accreditation of Dallas Baptist College 
here and restored the school to good stand
ing. The accrediting agency had placed the 
college on public probation a year ago, 
contending that too much of its revenues 
were going to debt retirement.

A week before the Southern Association 
acted, the 192-member Texas Baptist Exec
utive Board approved a $2,950,000 package, 
which college and Baptist General Conven
tion of Texas leaders hoped would solve the 
school’s financial and accreditation prob
lems. (BP)

*The president of the Executive Board is an ex officio 
member of all Executive Board committees.

Christian Services 
Committee

(17 Members)
Gayle Alexander, Chairman

Denominational Cooperation 
Committee

(16 Members)

(W)
James Austin, Vice- 

chairman (E)
J. Thomas Bryan (M) 
Paul Durham (M) 
James W. Hatley (W) 
Houston Inman (E) 
Jack Kilpatrick (E) 
Mrs. Mac Lambert (E) 
J. C. Parrott (E) 
Thomas W. Pope (W) 
Don Shultz (M) 
John Shepherd (E) 
Bill Sherman (M) 
Jerry Songer (E) 
Mrs. David Stewart (W) 
Miss Osta Underwood (M) 
J. G. Wise (W)
Education Committee

(16 Members)
Ray Fowler, chairman (E) 
Howard Kolb, Vice chairman 

(W)
M. L. Arbuckle (E) 
James Atchley (E) 
Norman Baker (M) 
Stanley Brumfield (M) 
John Churchman (E) 
Kester Cotton (W) 
Mrs. Robert Gay (M) 
Jerry Glisson W) 
Tom Henry (M) 
Norvil Jones (E) 
Billy Kennedy (E) 
John Leeson (M) 
John F. May (W) 
Lee Morris (E)

Herschel Woodburn, 
Chairman (E)

Donald Pharris, Vice- 
chairman (M)

Jerry Boswell (W) 
Herman Callahan (E) 
Hayward Highfill (E) 
David Hyers (E) 
James Jennings (M) 
John D. Laida (M) 
Henry Linginfelter (E) 
Murphy Martin (M) 
Joseph D. May (W) 
Miss Margaret McSwain 

(W)
Mrs. R. Trevis Otey (W) 
Paul Tabor (M) 
James Smith (W) 
Paul Woodford (W)
Public Affairs & Christian 

Life Committee
(16 Members) 

Paul Shell, chairman (W) 
Ray Mabey, Vice-chairman

(M)
Ray Brown (E) 
J. C. Carpenter (M) 
Darrell Clarke (W) 
A. Bruce Coyle (W) 
Jack Cunningham (E) 
John Daley (M) 
Jerry Foust (W) 
Earl McCosh (E) 
Carl Methvln (M) 
Roy Miller (E) 
Dennis Pulley (W) 
Raymond Smith (E) 
Oscar Trainer (M) 
Eual Ursery (M)

EDUCATIONAL BUILDING—Pastor John R. Walker looks on as Jim Carpenter, 
David Scott, and George G. Alexander turn the first shovelful of dirt for a two-story 
educational building at Hopewell Church, Savannah. The structure is the first of a four- 
phase building program which, when completed, will provide a plant with a seating ca
pacity of 1,000. Scheduled completion date for phase one is Jan. 11, 1978, Walker said.
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Careful plans urged on homes 
for furloughing missionaries

RICHMOND—Providing a house for 
furloughing missionaries can be a happy 
experience for the church and for the 
missionaries if the house is needed.

But it is discouraging and a waste of 
money for a church to prepare a house and 
then find that it remains empty for months 
or years.

To avoid such a problem, the South
ern Baptist Foreign Mission Board urges 
churches or associations interested in pro
viding missionary homes to make contact 
first with Eunice Smith, a former missionary 
to Nigeria who works to achieve a balance 
between the “supply” and “demand” for 
such housing.

Mrs. Smith, manager of the missionary 
housing section of the board’s department 
of furlough ministries since 1972, told 
Foreign Mission Board members at their 
November meeting that 207 such housing 
units now are available to help meet mis
sionaries’ furlough needs. Seventeen such 
residences are in Tennessee.

More missionary homes are needed, Mrs. 
Smith said, but the need is not uniform 
throughout the country. Since most mis
sionaries prefer to spend furloughs in the 
states where their relatives and friends live,

To change or correct 
your address

Attach label from your latest copy 
here and show new address below— 
include zip code. When changing ad
dress please give two weeks notice. 
Please write, do not call address 
changes to insure accuracy.

All correspondence relating 
to your subscription
should be accompanied by your address 
label. If you are receiving duplicate 
copies please send both labels.
Address all requests to:

BAPTIST AND REFLECTOR
Post Office Box 347

Brentwood, Tennessee 37027

Name .......................................................
please print

Address ...................................................

City ..........................................................

State...................... Zip Code................. 

a church that is considering providing such 
housing should first contact Mrs. Smith to 
determine the need that exists in that 
particular area.

Here are some other questions that she 
can help the church to answer:

How do we go about setting up the 
house? What should we provide? How do 
we get a missionary family to live in our 
house? What should we expect of them, 
and what are our responsibilities?

Mrs. Smith knows the number of mis
sionary residences provided in each area, 
as well as the number of inquiries she has 
had for housing there. She sends a list of 
such residences to all missionaries twice a 
year.

When the need for another home in an 
area is established, the sponsoring church or 
association must decide whether it already 
owns a suitable dwelling or whether it needs 
to buy or rent one. Sometimes, renting is 
advisable in the period when a church is 
trying to determine whether a permanent 
missionary house is needed, Mrs. Smith 
points out.

Most families need three or four bed
rooms, but single missionaries also must 
find a place to live. They are often happy 
with an apartment. In the case of housing 
for a family, the church should consider 
whether convenient and suitable schooling 
is available for children of all ages, she 
adds.

Furnishing and maintaining the house 
can best be done by a committee. Each 
appliance or piece of equipment which 
makes for more convenient living frees 
the missionary’s time and energy for other 
things, Mrs. Smith explains.

She urges churches to furnish an adequate 
supply of linens, dishes, and small items the 
family will need. These items can be very 
costly if missionaries must buy them for 
every furlough. Some churches even provide 
staple foods or spices as a thoughtful 
“extra.”

Mrs. Smith asks that she be notified when 
the house is expected to be ready for occu
pancy. She will include it in her list to be 
sent to missionaries, and they will corre
spond. directly with the contact person. 
Arrangements and reservations are made 
directly between the missionary and the 
church.

Most residences are provided rent free 
with the missionary paying the utilities, 
according to Mrs. Smith. The policy should 
be clearly understood by both before the 
arrangement is agreed upon. All correspond
ence to the missionaries should be sent air 
mail.

“Have a service of dedication for your 
house,” she suggests. “Ask God to bless it 
and those who will live in it to His glory.”

Foundation

Do You Really Care?
By Jonas L. Stewart

Executive secretary-treasurer
We Baptists produce great programs and 

talk of our great convictions concerning 
these programs. We given generously of 
money and time to make them work. The 
Lord blesses our efforts by giving us growth 
both in the churches and personal security.

For all of this we praise the Lord long 
and loud until we die. Then it’s over. Our 
giving stops. Our personal gifts and testi
mony ceases. Should this be the end of our 
witness if we really love the Lord and His 
work?

For instance, we say we love missions. 
We want to give to win the world to 
Christ. Don’t we know that no generation 
will ever do this alone? If we mean business 
we will leave a part of our estate in trust 
when we die to join the witness of coming 
generations. Whom are we kidding when 
we express so much interest in missions and 
do nothing about it except for a few years 
while we live?

We believe in Christian education. It 
takes millions of dollars to operate our 
Christian institutions. Our churches are 
hard pressed to maintain them at a mini
mum level. Not enough of our people are 
considering the needs of these schools when 
they are deciding what to do with the Lord’s 
possessions. Whom do we think we are kid
ding about our interest in Christian educa
tion when estates are left without any con
sideration of these schools?

We like to say that we are Christian 
stewards. God gave us what we have, and 
we only administer it for Him. Then we die 
and will it all to someone else. Jesus said 
that when He comes He will ask each one, 
“What did you do with what I gave you?” 
(Matthew 25:19). Read the remainder of 
that chapter and determine if your will 
reflects what He requires. You are not kid
ding God!

Write, call, or visit our office to learn 
more about how you can establish a con
tinuing witness to join future generations in 
winning the world to Christ. Tennessee 
Baptist Foundation, P.O. Box 347, Brent
wood, Tenn. 37027—phone 373-2255.

Maddox to lead Mifflin flock
Mifflin Church, Mifflin, called Ronnie 

Maddox as pastor. He came to the new field 
of service this month from Bells, Tenn.

Maddox is a graduate of Union Univer
sity in Jackson and plans to attend Mid
America Baptist Theological Seminary. His 
first pastorate was at New Hope Church in 
Shiloh Association. He was ordained in 
August 1976 by Crossroads Church in Bells.

The Mifflin church is Maddox’s second 
pastorate.
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Washing His disciples feet
By Herschel H. Hobbs

"If I then, your Lord and Master, have 
washed your feet; ye ought also to wash 
one another’s feet.”—John 13:14

This event took place in the upper room 
on Thursday evening, the night before Jesus 
went to the cross. It was in connection with 
the passover meal. A host at a supper usually 
had a servant or slave who rinsed the dust 
from the feet of arriving guests. They wore 
sandals. Walking along dusty roads or paths 
their feet stirred up dust which settled on 
their feet.

This task of rinsing feet was considered 
the most humble service a slave could 
render. A rabbi could not force one of his 
pupils to do it, since it was considered below 
his dignity. A slave (doulos) who did this 
for guests was called a diakonos, meaning 
“through [dia] dust [konos].” It is the word 
whence (comes the word “deacon.” Jesus 
used the verb form of this word in Matthew 
20:28; Mark 10:45. Paul used this noun 
form to refer to Himself as a “minister” of 
Christ (Eph. 3:7; Col. 1:23, 25).

Jesus was the host at this passover meal. 
He had no slave to render this service for 
His guests, the apostles. Certainly they were 
too proud to do it for one another. So 
Jesus Himself assumed this role. In so 
doing He taught a lesson in humility.

Some Christian groups regard foot-wash
ing as a third ordinance, along with baptism 
and the Lord’s Supper. Jesus did not so

Mississippi Baptists protest 
IRS auxiliary regulations

JACKSON, Miss.—Mississippi Baptists, 
in annual session here, passed a resolution 
protesting an Internal Revenue Service regu
lation which is “attempting to define what 
religious bodies and agencies could or could 
not be classified as “integrated auxiliaries” 
of the church.

The resolution, passed unanimously, 
called the regulation a violation of the 
United States Constitution and “an adminis
trative intrusion into the freedom of reli
gious life in America, where the Congress 
could not tread by the dictates of the First 
Amendment.”

Messengers were introduced to a Bold 
Mission Thrust effort by Southern Baptists 
to present the gospel message to all the 
people in the world by the end of this cen
tury. Among projects related to the Bold 
Mission Thrust is a state effort called 
“Good News Mississippi,” in which black 
and white Baptists in the state will work to
gether to provide training for evangelism 
for members of both Southern and National 
(black) Baptist churches. (BP) 
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label it. He called it an example (John 
13:15). He did not command that it be 
repeated as an ordinance as He did with 
baptism and the Lord’s Supper. Rather He 
said that His followers should follow His 
example in rendering this humble service.

If our Lord and Master stooped to this 
lowly service for others, certainly no service 
is so humble that we should not be willing 
to perform it for Him. His act shamed the 
proud apostles. It should also shame us into 
putting aside selfish pride in being willing to 
serve in whatever lowly role in which we 
are permitted to serve.

The path to greatness in the kingdom of 
God leads through such service. “Whoso
ever among you may will [wish] to become 
great, let him be your minister” or diakonos.

IT’S MORE THAN 
JUST AN OFFERING...

The Lottie Moon Christmas 
Offering is A RESPONSE.

A RESPONSE to the call that rings across the centuries 
to “Go, make disciples, baptize and teach’’

A RESPONSE to the need of Southern Baptists to extend 
their witness in global discipleship.

A RESPONSE to the spiritual needs of millions of 
persons whose lives will be touched and changed as 
missionaries provide Christian witness.

A RESPONSE to a Bold Mission Thrust projected by the 
Southern Baptist Convention which has the overarch
ing objective “To provide every person on earth the 
opportunity to hear the gospel of Jesus Christ by the 
end of the century?

IT’S MORE
THAN JUST AN OFFERING

$34 Million
Lottie Moon Christmas Offering

ABOLD GOALFOR 
A BOLD MISSION

Woman’s Missionary Union, SBC
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Hardeman accepts church, 
commends Baptist editor

Hardeman County Association, meeting 
in annual session, accepted Trinity Church 
under the watchcare of the association and 
voted to write a letter to the editor of the 
Baptist and Reflector, Alvin C. Shackleford, 
commending him for his stand on the Word 
of God and morality.

Trinity Church is served by pastor James 
Smith.

Re-elected as moderator was Preston 
Latch, pastor, Walnut Grove Church. Other 
officers, newly elected, were: vice modera
tor Billy Jacobs, pastor, Piney Grove 
Church; treasurer Charles Emrich, a mem
ber of Bolivar First Church; and clerk 
James Lynn King, pastor, Shandy Church.

Several recognitions were made to per
sons in positions of leadership for the as
sociation.

According to Fulton Robertson, director 
of missions for Hardeman County, the 1978 
annual meeting will be held at Cloverport 
and Silerton Churches, Oct. 23-24.



EDITORIAL

Christmas message is unto YOU’
If a king or president were to have a son bom, we could 

visualize the occasion.
During the months and weeks prior to the blessed event, 

newspapers and television commentators would speculate about 
the occurrence. TV documentaries and magazine features 
would highlight the historical significance of the birth, and 
what it might mean to the future of the world.

Noted astrologers and historians would attempt to predict the 
coming child’s influence on history.

As the coming birth neared, its frequency of mention in 
newscasts would increase.

When the much anticipated birth occurred, news bulletins 
would interrupt television and radio programs. Newspapers 
would hurriedly remake their front pages, or perhaps publish an 
“extra” edition. Anyone who had anything to do with the birth 
would be interviewed.

Within a few days the tiny baby would be presented to the 
world, no doubt dressed in the finest apparel available.

How unlike this was the birth of the King of Kings and Lord 
of Lords!

Jesus was not born in the maternity wing of a great hospital 
—but in a stable.

Jesus was not born in the political capital of Rome nor the 
religious center of Jerusalem—but in Bethlehem, “little among 
the thousands of Judah.”

Important Announcement

Jesus’ birth was not attended by eminent obstetricians and 
pediatricians—but He was surrounded by the animals of the 
stable.

Jesus, as a new-born babe, was not placed in an ivory-inlaid 
cradle—but in a manger from which the animals ate.

Jesus was not dressed in a regal, heirloom robe—but in 
common swaddling cloth.

The contrast is almost inconceivable.
And nowhere is this contrast more pronounced than in those 

informed of Jesus’ birth. Instead of a worldwide audience or 
even the emperors and governors, Jesus’ birth was announced 
to lowly shepherds.

The angels said it simply “UNTO YOU is bom this day . . . 
a saviour.”

Unto you—the shepherds lived close to God’s creation, 
tending their flock. They trod upon the hills and valleys of the 
earth and camped beside the flowing streams. The replenishing 
of the flock depended on God’s miracle of creation.

And it was unto these simple shepherds that the greatest 
message came, “Unto you!” God could co: milunicate with
shepherds. After all, He had revealed Himself to David as the 
Shepherd (Psalm 23).

Why God chose these shepherds is easily seen.
The shepherds responded positively, going even unto ■ 

Bethlehem, with haste to see God’s revelation to them. And 
having seen the Saviour, they spread the message with such 
enthusiasm that those who heard of their experience, received it 
in wonder.

Later, when King Herod heard what had occurred, he 
responded quite differently by seeking to destroy the Son of 
God. Eventually it was the political and religious leaders who 
conspired to kill Jesus.

The message of Christmas comes again during the holiday 
season.

Had it first come to kings and emperors and high priests, we 
might assume it is aimed toward the powerful and the mighty.

But God’s message is simple. And He chose to share first the 
“good tidings of great joy” with the shepherds.

The Saviour is for all people—just as the angel said.
During the next few days there will be many questions asked 

about “you” and about Christmas.
“What do you want for Christmas?”
“Where are you going to visit during the Christmas 

holidays?”
“How much are you going to spend on my gift?”
“Do you mind if I exchange the gift you gave me?”
But the most important question about Christmas is, “Do you 

know that Jesus Christ the Saviour has come UNTO YOU?” 
Jesus came to redeem you—and all the sinners of the world.

Make this Christmas a personal experience of rejoicing in the 
glorious knowledge that the Saviour has come unto you.
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Carter praises 
church schools

WASHINGTON — President Jimmy 
Carter took a strong stand here on the place 
of church-related colleges in American life, 
especially in the teaching of moral values.

Carter met in the Roosevelt Room of the 
White House with 20 representatives of 17 
major denominational groups involved in 
Christian higher education. Ben C. Fisher, 
executive director of the Southern Baptist 
Convention Education Commission, coordi
nated the group, which represents about 75 
million church members in their sponsoring 
denominations—and about 800 colleges and 
universities of the total of 3,000 higher 
education institutions in the nation.

“It is important that you use me and my 
name as an endorsement from the people of 
our country for the contribution that has 
been made, is now and will be made to our 
nation,” Carter told the group.

He pointed out that “when I was governor 
in Georgia, I tried to mold public and pri
vate colleges for the common good. I also 
served as a trustee of a small Baptist school 
(Norman College at Norman Park, Ga.) 
which was forced to close for financial 
reasons.

The President authorized release of a 
statement drafted by Fisher and the other 
19 denominational executives in Christian 
higher education. It was drawn from state
ments Carter had made about private educa
tion while he was governor of Georgia.

The statement said, “Our church-related 
colleges and universities have made contri
butions to our society far beyond that for 
which they have received credit. Imaginative 
steps must be taken to preserve our various 
institutions of higher learning, and I am 
particularly concerned about our church- 

, [ related colleges.”
The statement also stated: “In endorsing 

such support we are further undergirding 
our pluralistic system of education in which 
there is a place for a religious view of man, 
his nature, his destiny and a commitment to 
religious values. One of the greatest needs 
of our society today is finding new ways to 
develop responsible moral education. The 
church-related college by its very nature 
should find in this an unique opportunity.”

It added: “The church-related college also 
has an opportunity to espouse in a new and 
fresh way the dignity and worth of the 
individual, and to instill in the student the 
social sensitivity and the moral courage 
which good citizenship requires, and which 
this country and the world so desperately 

► need.”
Fisher, speaking for the educators, ex

pressed gratitude to Carter for three specific 
things: “Your goal of restoring integrity and 
probity in public life and in government; 
your stand on human rights at home and 
around the world” and “your deep concern 
for both public and private education.”

I z
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Yettem to ScUto*...
Letters on any religion-related subject are welcomed. Letters of over 300 words 
will not be used. Other letters may be shortened at the discretion of the editor. 
No unsigned letters will be printed, but writer’s name will be withheld for 
sufficient reason. Letters must contain complete address.

Pastor and deacons
Dear editor:

I came to Memphis one year ago as pastor 
of the Buntyn Street Church.

In our first deacons’ meeting I was in
formed that I could not make any recom
mendations or vote on any motions. I was to 
sit in deacons’ meetings only on an ad
visory basis. Is this the policy of most Bap
tist churches?

I would like for you to make a comment 
on this.

Arthur D’Haillecourt 
368 Buntyn St.
Memphis, TN 38111

My first comment is that every Baptist 
church is free to determine its own policies.

My observation is that most Baptist 
churches would allow and even encourage 
the pastor to make recommendations (not 
motions, but not vote in deacons’ meetings. 
Technically, only deacons elected by the 
congregation should vote in deacons’ meet
ings. I do not recall ever hearing of a church 
electing its pastor as a deacon, (editor)

'Christian' criticism
Dear editor:

In response to the letter of Dec. 8 con
cerning the special music for the pastors’ 
conference (that’s with a small “p” and 
small “c”), let me say that not all the 
pastors had their ires irked.

Granted, the introductions to the songs 
were sometimes long and a bit syrupy, 
and one song performed a bit jazzy for the 
occasion, however the music was exciting 
and hard hitting. The young people singing 
were well dressed, well mannered, and did a 
fine job of lifting up the name of Christ.

No doubt they would appreciate helpful 
criticism, if it is Christian (that’s with a 
capital “c”) and would aid in improving 
their service for Christ.

Jackie L. Carver
Route 9
Murfreesboro, TN 37130

Good conference
Dear editor:

I read with much interest the letter by 
Tom Biggars (Dec. 8).

I have a suggestion on how to solve his 
problem. Since he obviously found nothing 

but fault with the Pastors’ Conference and 
the Tennessee Baptist Convention, he might 
profit by attending study courses on subjects 
like: good manners, how to behave in God’s 
house, and respect for the human race.

I was a messenger to the state convention 
and also attended the Pastors’ Conference 
with my husband. I came away from each 
session blessed by the good things that were 
said and done by some of the most dedicated 
people in our convention.

Although the special music referred to by 
Biggars was performed somewhat differently 
than in our regular church worship music, I 
saw and heard a modest young man and his 
wife, well mannered and endowed with great 
ability and potentiality in the field of music.

I hope these young singers will not judge 
all Southern Baptists according to the crude 
behavior of a few.

Mrs. Sylvia Carter
Route 2
Fayetteville, TN 37334

More or less taxes?
Dear editor:

In your Dec. 8 edition (letters to the 
editor you wrote, “If we were to limit or to 
prohibit sales (of beverage alcohol) our 
personal taxes would be increased. . .”

Where do you get such information? Ac
cording to every report I have seen, with 
the obvious exceptions of those published 
by the liquor interests and politicians, the 
cost to taxpayers is several dollars for every 
one dollar collected off alcohol.

How, then, could it increase our taxes?
John T. Bomar
5094 E. Shelby Dr.
Memphis, TN 38118

Yes, the tax burden would be decreased— 
eventually. However, some alcohol-related 
problems would continue; such as, care for 
those already entrapped by this menace. 
Also, since most tax-funded governmental 
budgets are prepared well in advance, we 
taxpayers would have to take up the slack 
(should all liquor sales be stopped) until 
these savings could be realized. Hopefully, 
concerned Christians would be eager to pay 
higher taxes during an adjustment period.

I have been in a number of hearings which 
were considering changes in liquor laws. As 
soon as the liquor industry spokesman re
ports how much tax income the municipal
ity, state, or nation will lose, any interest in 
restrictive laws seems to wane, (editor)
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Objectionable programming said 
factor in TV viewing decline

NASHVILLE—While broadcasters and 
advertisers frantically search for reasons for 
the recently reported statistical decline in 
homes using television, they should not 
ignore the fact that many of the nation’s 
viewers are disgused with offensive television 
programming.

That observation comes from Harry N. 
Hollis Jr., director of family and special 
moral concerns for the Christian Life Com
mission, the Southern Baptist Convention 
agency which has played a major role in 
nationwide efforts to stimulate better pro
gramming and protest exploitation of vio
lence.

An average decline of 3 percent in the 
number of homes using television, shown by 
both Nielsen and Arbitron ratings, has 
caused a furor in the industry which Broad
casting magazine says “may be without 
equal in recent TV history.” It has flustered 
both broadcasters, who produce program
ming; and advertisers, who must make de
cisions on expenditure of millions of dollars 
in advertising funds. All wait anxiously for 
further analysis of the situation.

Broadcasting quotes some industry 
sources as believing the decline resulted

For a

RETREAT
you won't forget!

RESORT TO BROOKSIDE
If you are looking for a quiet com
fortable place in the Great Smoky 
Mountains to hold your next retreat; 
where you can enjoy fellowship in 
large motel rooms and cottages 
(some with fireplaces); where you 
can economize by preparing your 
own meals in fully equipped kitch
ens; a place discovered and en
joyed by other church groups ... 
Brookside is your answer.

$5.30
. . . per person, sleeping two per 
bed, including sales tax and meet
ing rooms to fit your needs. Rate 
applies as space available through 
May 31. For open dates, call . . . 

BROOKSIDE
MOTEL & RANCH HOUSE

Phone (615) 436-5611 
GATLINBURG, TENNESSEE 

from a statistical measurement fluke and is 
not real, while others blame “stunting” for 
the loss. “Stunting”—the practice of in
fusing special programming and mini-series 
into viewing hours, is said to confuse 
viewers, who don’t know what to watch on 
a regular basis.

An editorial in the same issue of Broad
casting (Nov. 28) wonders if the decline 
is real or a technical fluke and then asks a 
question which Hollis considers important. 
“We hope it is the latter (a fluke),” the 
editorial says, “but the evidence suggests 
otherwise. . . . While waiting for the defini
tive word, we suggest that broadcasters— 
and especially broadcast programmers— 
assume for a moment the decline is real.

“The question then becomes,” the edi
torial continued, “why did it happen? Ad
dressing that question can be profitable. 
Time spent trying to make programming 
better suit the needs and wishes of the 
audience is never wasted—not even if done 
on the assumption that everybody hopes 
will be proved wrong.”

Hollis, reflecting on the issue, said in a 
Baptist Press interview, “The decline in 
homes using television may be due to 
several factors; it’s a complex issue. But I 
think the editorial in Broadcasting hints at 
a point we and a host of other groups across 
the country have been making all along— 
television needs better programming. It has 
too much morally objectionable exploitation 
of sex and violence. That turns many 
viewers off.

“Certainly one cause for the decline is 
the unappealing combination of mediocrity 
and immorality which is found in so many 
current television shows. When will the 
networks finally tune in to the American 
people?” Hollis asked? -

“What millions of viewers want is pro
gramming that is morally responsible,” he 
continued. (BP)

Salem votes new church
Upper Helton and Covenant Churches 

hosted the 155th annual meeting for Salem 
Association, according to director of mis
sions Abe Silliman.

Messengers to the meeting voted to re
ceive Covenant Church into associational 
membership. Bobby Colvert is pastor.

Officers elected included: moderator Bill 
Palmiter, pastor, Smithville First Church; 
vice-moderator Charles Gresham, pastor, 
Calvary Church; treasurer Cecil Hayes, a 
member of Wolfe Creek Church; and clerk 
Jerry Spurlock, a member at Indian Creek.

Burt Church and West Main Church in 
Alexandria are scheduled to host the 1978 
meetings Sept. 19-20. -

Baker to assume pulpit 
of Athens congregation

Antioch Church, Athens, called Albert 
Baker as pastor, effective Dec. 18.

Baker comes to Athens from Fort Worth, 
Tex., where he recently graduated from 
Southwestern Baptist Theological Seminary. 
This will be his first pastorate.

A native of Chattanooga, he attended the 
University of Tennessee at Knoxville and 
graduated from Dallas Baptist College.

According to Ross Carroll, a member 
of the Antioch pulpit committee, Baker is 
scheduled to be ordained by his home 
church, Chattanooga Ridgedale, in the next 
several weeks.

HISTORICALLY
FROM THE FILES

50 YEARS) AGO
A. U. Boone observed his 29th 

anniversary as pastor of First Church, 
Memphis.

It was reported that Baptist and 
Reflector circulation would be 7,000 
after Christmas. John D. Freeman 
was editor.

£ 25 YEARS AGO %
The Executive Board of the Ten

nessee Baptist Convention re-elected 
Henry J. Huey, Milam, president; 
W. R. Rigell, Johnson City, vice- 
president; E. E. Deusner, recording 
secretary; and Chas. W. Pope execu
tive secretary.

Dalewood Chapel, mission of East
land Church, Nashville, met for its 
first service with 90 present in Sunday 
school. Services were held in Dale
wood school. Don Pinson was pastor 
of Eastland.

10 YEARS AGO
The State Convention of Baptist Men 

meeting in Nashville, elected Leon 
Bolton, Memphis, president. Other 
officers elected were Kenneth Rose, 
Maryville, vice-president; James Nu
gent, Nashville, recording secretary; 
and Paul Pratt, Lake City, new life 
president.

Mr. and Mrs. Thomas O. Barron 
were appointed missionaries to Indo
nesia. He had served as pastor of 
Mount Lebanon Church, Covington, 
for two years.
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II

By Jim Griffith
If you want to have the merriest Christmas you have ever had, here are the guide

lines:
Give love! Give something of yourself to someone who needs to know that you care.

Love is still the most appreciated gift.
Forget your quarrels. Be big. Put aside petty differences. Forgive!
Smile. Shake hands. Offer an encouraging word. Lift up the fallen.
Let the Christmas spirit turn you on. Let your light shine before men.
Reflect on the Christmas story and the Christmas Maker.
Live this Christmas with excitement as though it were your very first—or might be your 

last.
Resolve to keep Christmas in your heart—the day after Christmas—and the day after 

that, always remembering that the star of Bethlehem will never set.

Bible Puzzle
Answers on page 14

ACROSS

1 Miracle site 
(John 2:11)

5 Maori villages
8 “-for us” (Hcb. 13)

12 Some bills
13 Ignited
14 Kind of bean
15 Socials
16 Feminine name
17 Father of giants 

(Num. 13:33)
18 “These are the-----  
of God”'(Rev. 19)

21 Rodent
22 Haggard novel
23 Lady in Madrid: 

abbr.
26 Dosage of ionizing 

radiation
28 An Israelite 

(2Sam. 17:25)

YFHZ CFSDZNJ KF

32 Merit
34 Stadium sound
36 “— into Italy”

(Acts 27)
37 Place (Jer. 50:21)
39 Not bright
41 Chart
42 “both — and good” 

(Matt. 22)
44 “his elder—”

(Luke 15)
46 “-------- , which we

preach” (Rom. 10)
.51 To be in accord
52 Letter
53 Color
55 Lamb
56 Exist
57 Protagonist
58 Dyer’s rocket
59 Banker’s abbr.

CRYPTOVERSE

QYY NF JQW

60 An age

DOWN

1 Canvas bed
2 The dill
3 “Let us draw —” 

(Heb.10)
4 “King of-” 

(Ezra 4:2)
5 Adhesive or mustard
6 Verdi opera
7 Remains
8 “and to the—”

(2 Ki. 23)
9 “with a gold—” 

(Jas. 2)
10 Hawaiian canoes
11 Ox of Tibet
19 “Thehearing—” 

(Prov.20)
20 Stitchbird
23 Separate: abbr.
24 Diminutive of Rachel
25 It was among the 

flags (Ex. 2:5)
27 “the spiritual man is

—” (Hos.9)
29 “Shem,—, and 

Japheth” (Gen. 10)
30 Narrow inlet
31 The Matterhorn
33 “ye have----- ” 

(Mark 8)
35 ‘ ‘all things under —

—” (Eph.l)
38 Fatality member
40 Extinct bird
43 An Ahohite 

(IChron. 27:4)
45 Day’s opposite
46 Guile
47 The Ishmaelite 

(IChron. 27:30)
48 Boston or asparagus
49 Beech, for one
50 Rabbit
51 Aquila (Acts 18:2)
54 An Indian tree

KZQUJTFBS

Today’s Cryptoverse clue: K equals N

Devotional

"We don't 
celebrate Christmas"

By Juanita M. Wilkinson
By the time Thanksgiving rolled around, 

our December calendar was overcrowded 
with Christmas parties. As church staff 
members, we were invited to numerous 
church socials. We love parties and our baby 
sitter always enjoyed earning extra money. 
Looking at my too-tired wardrobe, I decided 
to shop for a new dress for the next party. 
I drove to the outskirts of town where a 
small discount dress shop had some attrac
tive bargains.

As I browsed through the dress racks, I 
noticed a young woman and her small 
daughter entering the shop. As the mother 
walked down several rows of clothing, the 
clerk tried to attract the attention of the 
young child. She asked the usual adult 
questions at Christmastime such as, “What 
do you want Santa Claus to bring you for 
Christmas?” Before the child could reply, I 
heard the mother answer frankly but po
litely, “We don’t celebrate Christmas.” Had 
she said, “We don’t exchange gifts;” or “We 
don’t emphasize Santa Claus,” I could have 
understood. Her simple confession startled 
me. Suddenly a new dress seemed unim
portant and I drove home.

Christmas Day finally arrived. The parties 
were over for awhile. Our tree had been 
trimmed and the packages wrapped in 
colorful paper and ribbons. The aroma of 
seasonal cooking filled the house. As our 
family focused attention once again on the 
familiar record of that first Christmas (Luke 
2:1-20), I could not forget that child in the 
dress shop—that mother—that home where 
Christmas is not celebrated, where the Christ 
child is not recognized, where the Nativity 
Scene is not displayed, where the redemptive 
love of God is not known.

I paused to pray, “Help me, Lord, to 
share the celebration of Christmas with 
those who do not know the Messiah born at 
Bethlehem.”

Mrs. Wilkinson is a member of Immanuel 
Church, Nashville, where she serves as director of 
a youth Sunday School department.

Riverside calls pastor
Riverside Church, Nashville, called Wil

liam M. Beene as pastor, effective January 
1978.

Beene comes to Riverside from Tuscum
bia (Ala.) First Church where he has served 
as associate pastor of education and youth 
since 1972.

A graduate of Carson-Newman College, 
he earned the master of divinity degree 
from Midwestern Baptist Theological Semi
nary.

Beene succeeds David Renaker in the 
Nashville pastorate. Renaker resigned last 
summer to accept a church in Marion, Ala.
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Oklahoma transfers hospital 
to new private corporation

OKLAHOMA CITY — Baptist Medical 
Center here will be transferred without 
charge from ownership and operation by the 
Baptist General Convention of Oklahoma to 
a nonprofit, nonstock corporation composed 
primarily of Baptist laymen.

The Oklahoma convention’s board of di
rectors moved to divest themselves of the 
hospital at a meeting Dec. 6.

The recent conflict between the hospital’s 
directors, Oklahoma Baptists and members 
of the hospital staff over the order by the 
Oklahoma Baptist board to stop gender 
dysphoria procedures (sex change opera
tions) was not specifically stated as a reason 
for dropping hospital ownership.

The directors did pass a resolution stating 
that continued operation of the hospital by 
Oklahoma Baptists has become “impractical” 
because of continuing and increasing en
croachments “by the federal government and 
other entities” on the convention’s ability 
to exercise operational controls over the 
hospital.

The 50-member corporation that will take 
over operation of the hospital is composed 
of 30 Baptists and 20 non-Baptists and will 
be known as Baptist Medical Center of 
Oklahoma, Inc.

The name Baptist will remain with the 
500-bed facility as long as three conditions 
are met: 1. At least 60 percent of the 
members and directors of the corporation 
are members of churches cooperating with 
the state Baptist convention and are ap
proved by Oklahoma Baptists; 2. The Bap
tist chaplaincy program presently in effect 
at the hospital must be continued in all 
significant aspects; 3. No gender dysphoria

TBSC honors Kerr
(Continued from page 1) 

they have 10 deposits toward the 123-unit, 
8-floor building.

The trustees named Billy Puryear of 
Jefferson City as manager of Belmont Plaza. 
He has had extensive experience in the 
management of motels, including 15 years 
with Holiday Inn. He will begin his work 
for Belmont Plaza on Jan. 1.

New officers for the trustees are Kenneth 
Ross, Brentwood, as president, L. B. Jen
nings of Tullahoma as vice-president, and 
Tom Patton of Jackson as secretary.

surgery or abortions on demand may be 
performed at the hospital.

The contract drawn up for the transfer 
of the facility and its properties says the 
three conditions will no longer apply “in 
the event the medical center changes its 
name so that the word Baptist is no longer 
used in connection with the hospital.”

The board’s action came after its hos
pitals and retirement centers committee had 
made a study of Baptist operation of hos
pitals in Oklahoma and brought the recom
mendation for divestiture.

Oklahoma Baptists also operate hospitals 
in Enid, Miami, and Grove. The Baptist 
directors also voted that its hospitals com
mittee consider carefully alternatives to the 
convention’s ownership and operation of 
these three hospitals. The committee will 
report at the directors next meeting in May. 
(BP) 

Executive Board sets goal
(Continued from page 1)

tide IX, Section 1, from the current Consti
tution of the State of Tennessee, which 
states in part, ‘No minister of the gospel, or 
priest of any denomination whatever, shall 
be eligible to a seat in either House of the 
Legislature’.” The issue is currently being 
considered by the United States Supreme 
Court and the Tennessee Constitutional 
Convention.

A motion by Paul Durham, Nashville, 
was approved which requests that TBC 
president Bill Sherman, Nashville, ask the 
TBC Constitution and Bylaws Committee 
to consider some change in the convention 
Constitution which would allow the filling of 
vacancies on the Executive Board between 
sessions of the annual convention. The pres
ent TBC Constitution does not provide for 
such elections, except at the annual sessions 
of the convention.

Near the close of the meeting, Sherman 
expressed concern to the board that some 
new convention employees have come from 
the committees who had the responsibility 
to fill those positions. He requested that in 
the future, if a committee member is to be 
considered, “he ought to have the grace and 
ethics to remove himself from that com
mittee.”

In response to a question about the pro
cedure for naming a new executive secre
tary-treasurer, the Executive Board was told 
that the Administrative Committee—who 
has the responsibility of bringing a nomi
nation to the board—has authorized a sub
committee to bring procedural recommen
dations to the Jan. 24 meeting of the

Fred D. Wright dies
Fred D. Wright, 60, a member of Baptist 

Hospital’s Board of Trustees and a member 
of its executive committee, died suddenly at 
his home in Nashville Dec. 19 of a heart 
attack.

He was president of Wright Industries 
Inc., Nashville.

Wright had also served as a member of 
the Executive Committee of the Southern 
Baptist Convention and as a member of 
the Southern Baptist Foundation Board of 
Trustees.

He is survived by his widow, Dorothea; a 
daughter Laura Sue Robinson, and two 
granddaughters, all of Nashville. Other sur
vivors include his mother, Mrs. D. L. 
Wright, Nashville; a brother Lester, Cross
ville; and four sisters, Susie Bramlett, 
St. Petersburg, Fla.; Frances Bumbalough, 
Nashville; Dorothy Cate, San Francisco, 
Calif.; and Patricia Schwartz, St. Louis, Mo.

Funeral arrangements were incomplete 
when the paper went to press.

Wright was a member and deacon of 
Immanuel Church, Nashville, and was a 
native of Monterey.

Administrative Committee. The subcommit
tee will be appointed by Henry Preston, 
Chattanooga, vice-chairman of the com
mittee, who was presiding in the absence of 
George Capps, chairman.

Ralph E. Norton, executive secretary
treasurer, will be 65 years of age on Nov. 
10, 1978. According to the current Person
nel Manual, “All employees shall retire at 
age 65. Effective date for retirement shall 
be any day after employee becomes 65, but 
not beyond the end of the calendar year in 
which he becomes 65.”

In other action, the board accepted the 
resignation from the board of Jim Osborne, 
pastor of First Church, Savannah.

During the Executive Board meeting, 
three appointments were made to the 
Church Building and Loan Committee. 
These were Lloyd Lawrence (reappointed), 
pastor of Forest Hills Church, Nashville; 
Norman Baker, pastor of First Church, 
Waynesboro; and Murphy Martin, pastor of 
First Church, Manchester. The executive 
secretary of the Baptist Foundation, Jonas 
Stewart, serves as chairman of the commit
tee, and the TBC executive secretary, Ralph 
Norton is a member of the committee, with 
the TBC missions department director, 
Leslie Bungartner, as advisor.

In a report to the board, Stewart said that 
the Church Building and Loan Program 
presently has 25 active loans and total as
sets of $473,578.74.

The next scheduled meeting of the Execu
tive Board will be May 9 in Brentwood. All 
meetings of the board are open to visitors.
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Record 279 missionaries 
named by FMB in 1977

RICHMOND—Twenty-three missionaries 
were approved at the December meeting of 
the Southern Baptist Foreign Mission Board 
to bring the year’s total to a record 279. 
That’s 11 more than in record 1976.

“As impressive as these numbers are, they 
represent only the beginning of a new level 
of response to missions which we are now 
seeing in Southern Baptist life,” said R. 
Keith Parks, director of the board’s mission 
support division.

Already, he noted, even larger numbers 
of places are opening up for service abroad. 
Missionaries and local Baptists in the 90 
countries or territories where Southern Bap
tists have work have requested 1,406 new 
missionary personnel for the coming year.

For the first time since his Sept. 18 heart 
attack, Baker J. Cauthen, the board’s execu
tive director, was present for the monthly 
board meeting. Cauthen told board members 
he plans to return to his office on a limited 
schedule beginning the second week of 
January.

The board also approved a total of

$79,988 in hunger and relief projects in five 
countries. Of the total, $3,800 from hunger 
funds will be used to aid people in the 
drought-stricken area of southwestern Oaxa
ca, Mexico.

The largest share of the relief money, 
$47,500, was for work in the area of 
northwestern Argentina hit by a severe 
earthquake Nov. 23. Money will be used to 
repair three Baptist churches in the area, 
and to buy a concrete blockmaking machine 
to be used in repairs.

W. Eugene Grubbs, disaster response co
ordinator, said he anticipates additional 
funds will be needed for housing when 
missionaries, the Baptist convention, and 
local people find out what the government 
will permit to be built.

Other relief appropriations included ap
already spent on anproval of $15,

emergency basis in the coastal provinces of 
India struck by a cyclone in November; 
$3,688 for typhoon damage repairs in Tai
pei, Taiwan; and $10,000 to finance refugee 
work in Thailand in the first quarter of 
1978. (BP)

10 church media centers 
earn top recognition

Five Chattanooga churches were awarded 
distinguished recognitions from the Baptist 
Sunday School Board’s church library de
partment for work done during 1976-77. 
In addition to the Chattanooga churches, 
three Knoxville churches, a Murfreesboro 
church, and a Memphis church, earned the 
department’s highest recognition.

Chattanooga churches and their directors 
included: Brainerd, Ruby Duncan; East 
Lake, Mrs. Lynn Lawing; East Ridge, Mrs. 
Burl Fisher; Morris Hill, Mrs. Charles E. 
Armour; and Red Bank, Mary Yates.

In Knoxville, Fifth Avenue, Richard A. 
Boyd; Oakwood, Mrs. J. B. Duff; and Sevier 
Heights, Mrs. Carson Thompson, received 
the awards. Whitehaven Church, Memphis, 
and Murfreesboro First, rounded out the 
top 10 listing. Whitehaven is directed by 
Mrs. W. H. Carney, and Murfreesboro First 
by Mrs. Lawrence Freeman.

To earn the recognition, a church media 
center must show achievement in the areas 
of programming, organization, finances, re
lationship of library services to other church 
services, and planning and evaluation and 
physical resources.

BIBLE CONFERENCE
All Evening Sessions at RFBC

JAN. 1-4

OF SPEAKERS

A.M.

P.M.
P.M.

A.M.
P.M. 
P.M.

9:00 
10:30
7:00

S. Franklin Logsdon
Joe T. Odle
Joe T. Odle
S. Franklin Logsdon

10:00
11 -.00
6:30
7:30

January 2-4—Monday thru Wednesday
Vander Warner, Breakfast Session, Mt. View Hotel
Fire Side Discussion, Odle, Warner, Logsdon, Mt. View Hotel
S. Franklin Logsdon
Joe T. Odle

SCHEDULE
Sunday, January 1

1978 SMOKY MOUNTAIN MID.WINTER

"FIRST FOUR 
DAYS OF 1978

Promoted By

ROARING FORK 
Baptist Church 

Gatlinburg, Tennessee

Series of messages on 
“Lingering at Calvary" 

By Franklin Logsdon, former pastor 
Moody Memorial Church, Chicago 

Joe T. Odle, retired editor 
Baptist Record (Mississippi) 

speaking on his book 
“Coming of the King" 

Special Study of 1 John 
Taught by Vander Warner 

Pastor, Grove Ave. Church, Richmond 
9:00 A.M. Breakfast Session 

Mountain View Hotel 
Monday thru Wednesday 

(order your own breakfast 8:30)
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UNIFORM SERIES
Lesson for Sunday, December 25

Hope for a better day
By Thomas G. Smothers 

Professor of Department of Religion and Philosophy 
Union University, Jackson, TN 38301

Basic Passages: Matthew 2:1-12; Micah 4-5 
Focal Passages: Micah 4:1-5; 5:2-4

The beautiful story of the first Christmas 
serves to remind us of the realization of 
God’s great plan of the ages: to provide 
salvation for all mankind through His Son 
(Ephesians 3:9). In the Bible, God con
sistently reveals Himself as the Lord of 
history. God shows Himself to be in control 
of time and circumstance, and it is His will 
alone that will triumph. Paul reminded the 
Galatians of God’s eternal purpose when he 
wrote to them that in the fulness of time, 
when the time was ripe, God sent forth His 
Son to redeem those who were under the 
law (Galatians 4:4-5). The Christmas story 
witnesses to God’s great faithfulness in ful
filling His promises.

God’s true prophets, like Micah, were 
called to be mediators of the covenant and 
to help restore a healthy relationship be
tween the people and their covenant Lord. 
In the preaching of the prophets the pre
dictions of doom, gloom, and destruction 
seem to predominate. But we would be 
mistaken if we viewed these prophets only 
as negative men. They had the whole 
counsel of God to preach.

Long before Jesus was born, God per
mitted some of His great prophets to see 
and preach about the golden age which lay 
beyond the tragedies of their own times. 
Several of the prophets prophesied that God 
would send His Messiah, the Anointed One, 
and that God would provide salvation and 
restoration for all men through Him.

Micah was one of those who had a great

Hilldale expands deaf ministry
Hilldale Church, Clarksville, has expanded 

their ministry to the deaf, according to pas
tor E. Lee Griggs, through the purchase of 
a video-cassette tape player-recorder and a 
color television.

The new equipment will provide the 
Sunday School lessons in sign language and 
voice interpretation. Clifford Bruffey, a deaf 
evangelist and chaplain, leads the lessons.

Roswell, Ga., 3007 7
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deal to say about the ultimate triumph of 
God’s purpose, about the hope that lay 
beyond tragedy. In the passages on which 
the lesson for this week is based, Micah 
dealt with two themes of hope and promise: 
the coming of a day of universal commit
ment to God and His law resulting in 
international peace and security, and the 
promise of the Messiah.

Micah 4:1-5
Micah preached in perilous times. The 

great Assyrian empire, a ruthless power, was 
rapidly conquering the nations, and already 
Palestine had begun to feel its crushing 
power. God’s people needed to be called to 
account for their unfaithfulness, but they 
also needed desperately to hear a word of 
hope from God who remained true to His 
covenant. Men like Isaiah, Hosea, and 
Micah wrote stirring passages of hope for 
people who seemed to be doomed.

It is a favorite pastime of many people to 
day-dream about an ideal future, to build 
their castles in the air, to construct their 
Utopias in the halls of their own minds. But 
Micah was no simple dreamer. He was a 
reporter, a faithful reporter, of what God 
had given him to see about the glorious 
future. His magnificent description of what 
would happen in the latter days in 4:1-3 is 
almost identical to that in Isaiah 2:2-4, with 
the exception that he included verse four 
which is reminiscent of Zechariah 3:10.

In Micah 4:1-2 Micah prophesied that in 
the latter days the mountain of the house 
of the Lord would be -elevated above all 
mountains and hills. Zion would become the 
focal point of the earth, the spiritual magnet 
attracting all nations. Foreign nations would 
encourage one another to travel to Zion to 
learn God’s ways. Notice that the elevation 

of Zion would not come about through the 
triumph of Israelite arms. Rather, Zion’s 
preeminence would result from the triumph 
of God in, through, and beyond history: 
from Zion would issue the law of God. The 
God of Israel would be confessed as God by 
all peoples.

In Micah 4:3 God is presented as the 
arbiter of all legal disputes between nations, 
rendering decisions on the basis of His law. 
In this way the dream of universal peace 
would be realized. Weapons would be re
made into constructive implements, and 
nations would study war no more. And 
in 4:4 human life would be safe and mean
ingful, because the mouth of the Lord had 
spoken it (cf. Isaiah 11:6-9).

Micah 5:2-4
While Christians have experienced the 

gift of God’s peace in their own lives, the 
promise of the universal rule of peace still 
awaits its complete fulfilment, although its 
fulfilment is certain. However, one part of 
the picture of the promised future has 
already been fulfilled in the birth of the 
Prince of Peace.

In Micah 5:2 the prophet identified Beth
lehem Ephrathah as the place of birth of the 
promised ruler (Matthew 2:5-6). Bethlehem 
means “house of bread,” and Ephrathah is 
another name for the same place with 
the same meaning, being derived from an 
Akkadian word ipru, bread. The people who 
first heard this prophecy were no doubt 
surprised.

Even Micah described Bethlehem as 
“small to be among the clans (or thousands) 
of Judah,” that is, too small to send a 
contingent of a thousand men to battle (see 
B. Elmo Scoggin, The Broadman Com
mentary, volume 7, p. 214). But how often 
God uses the small and the apparently 
insignificant to achieve His purpose. Per
haps Micah intended to contrast humble 
Bethlehem with the pomp of the royal court 
in Jerusalem which had become corrupt.

So many of David’s descendants had been 
bitter disappointments, but the ruler to be 
born in Bethlehem would have His “origin 
from of old, from ancient days” (cf. John 
l:lff.). The messianic age would see the 
reuniting of the divided house of Israel 
(5:3b). And the Messiah’s rule would be like 
the gentle care of a loving shepherd (John 
10:11-18). His flock would dwell secure, for 
He would be great to the ends of the earth 
(5:4). And this one (Messiah) shall be peace 
(5:5).

Micah had the wonderful privilege of 
prophesying these great events. But we are 
more fortunate than he, for what he saw as 
promise is a reality in us. Christ, the Mes
siah, born in Bethlehem’s stable, is our 
Shepherd. He laid down His life for His 
sheep as a faithful shepherd, and the rule of 
His peace is in our hearts. We, too, live in 
perilous times, and we need to be reminded 
again of the great good news: that unto you 
is bom this day in the city of David a Savior, 
who is Christ the Lord (Luke 2:11).
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LIFE AND WORK SERIES
Lesson for Sunday, December 25

The Word, made flesh
By Marion C. Barnett, Pastor 

Broadway Baptist Church, Knoxville, Tennessee

Basic Passage: John 1:1-18 
Focal Passage: John 1:1-5, 9-18

The One Come From God
The Gospel of John clearly sets forth the 

ministry of Jesus, the teaching of John the 
Baptist, and the events surrounding them, as 
divine events sent directly from God for 
the purpose of enlightening man and bring
ing him to belief. For three months we have 
followed the ministry of Jesus and its effects 
upon men. Continually that ministry has 
had the result of raising the question of 
identity and meaning (1:19-23, 49; 2:18; 
3:2; 4:12-15, 25-26; 6:41-42; 7:3-4, 12-15, 
25-27, 40-41; 8:25; 53; 9:35-38; 10:36; 
11:46-48). It is appropriate now that in our 
celebration of the birth of Christ we should 
turn back to that place in John’s Gospel 
where he prepares his readers for this long 
question about identity, the Prologue. Here 
in vivid theological language John gives us 
from the outset an answer to the question: 
Who was Jesus?

The Beginning
All the gospel writers self consciously 

choose a place to start their account of the 
ministry of Jesus. Matthew begins by reach
ing back into Old Testament history and 
reproducing the genealogy of Jesus, then 
tracing in some detail the events of His 
birth. Mark starts directly with the activity 
of John the Baptist, accurately saying from 
another perspective that everything really 
grew out of John’s foundational work. Luke 
approaches things historically. He wants to 
deliver an orderly account of the things 
which have occurred.

When John sets out he goes back, not to 
the beginning of Jesus’ activity, but to the 
beginning of all things. His first verse is a 
theological statement. Notice how he makes 
a contrast with the first few words of the 
book of Genesis in the Old Testament. 
Genesis says, “In the beginning God.” John 
says, “In the beginning was the Word.” 
Whether his readers were familiar with the 
Old Testament or not they would certainly 
have agreed that the gods always preceded 
creation. John, however, contrasts his testi
mony about Jesus to that of the Jewish 
tradition and all other religious traditions by 
saying that God exists first of all as Word. 
The meaning of this powerful statement is 
that God’s basic nature and will is to dis
close Himself. God exists for the act of 
revelation.

Verses 3 and 4 actually make an identical 
statement. It means the same thing to say 
that everything is created in God and to say 
that in God is life. The Greek of verse 3 is 

quite forceful; literally it says, “And with
out Him came to be not one thing which 
came to be.” The Greek of verse 4 is also 
more forceful: “In Him life was!” For John, 
God’s revelation was life and light for the 
world as well (4b). He is anticipating Jesus’ 
statement about eternal life and His claim 
to be the light of the world. John anticipates 
the close of his gospel in verse 5, saying, 
“The light shines in the darkness, and the 
darkness has not overcome it.”

John the Baptist
The mission and ministry of John the 

Baptist are summarized in verses 6-8. It is 
possible that the gospel writer has inserted 
these two verses parenthetically into some
thing which had originally been used as an 
early Christian hymn of praise or a Chris
tian poem about Jesus. A single Greek word 
is used in verse 7 for the English words 
“testimony” and “to bear witness.” The 
Greek word is “marturdo,” and we get our 
English word “martyr” from it. In the early 
Christian’s mind, testimony or witness and 
martyrdom were synonymous. The reason 
for John’s testimony was incitement to 
belief, belief in God’s self-revelation; belief 
and trust in a God whose basic desire and 
nature is to let men know about Himself.

The Ministry of Jesus
Verses 9-13 capsule the ministry of Jesus 

in theological language. The truth about 
Jesus was that He was the Light that 
enlightens every man. If we remember that 
light means the same thing in John’s Pro
logue as the Word, then we realize that 
John is saying that we actually find the 
sources of our life in God’s revelation of 
Himself. Jesus was that revelation. Remark
ably, the Gospel of John makes no propa
ganda attempt on behalf of Jesus’ ministry. 
Plainly it states that to all appearances, 
Jesus’ work was a total failure. Even though 
the world was made through Him, the world 
did not know Him. In fact, those who 
knew Him best could not understand Him, 
nor could they receive Him (verse 11. The 
power of His name was the fact that He 
disclosed God’s deliverance. To really know 
Jesus’ name was to know who He was and 
who sent Him. Through this knowledge, 
“He gave power to become children of 
God.”

The Drama of Redemption
Verses 14-18 describe the redemptive 

work of Jesus in theological language. In 
verse 14 literally, “and the word became

SBC Foundation reports 
record growth in 1976

NASHVILLE — The Southern Baptist 
Foundation experienced record growth dur
ing 1977, pushing total assets to over $20 
million for the first time, according to re
ports given at the annual meeting here.

Execuive Secretary-Treasurer Hollis John
son III announced that the foundation’s total 
assets increased $3,610,346 to $21,089,025, 
the largest single year dollar increase in the 
history of the foundation. The percentage 
increase of 20.7 percent was not the largest 
ever.

Income produced from the foundation 
assets in 1977 was $1,140,149, an increase 
of $116,671 over 1976, again a new high. 
(BP) 

flesh and tabernacled among us.” When we 
put the word “tabernacled” next to what is 
said in verse 17, we realize that Jesus is 
being compared to the Old Covenant which 
came through Moses.

There was something different, however, 
about this tabernacling. Its content was grace 
and truth, meaning the gracious wholeness 
and salvation that is God and is in God. 
Another way to say that is in verse 16. 
Jesus signifies he fulness of God, grace upon 
grace. It is almost more than man can 
imagine and surely John had in his mind’s 
eye the many tender acts of mercy which 
Jesus performed in His ministry and teach
ing while on earth. All this says John, “came 
through Jesus Christ.” Everything that needs 
to be said about Jesus is caught up in verse 
18: “No one has ever seen God; the only 
Son, who is in the bosom of the Father, 
He has made him known.”
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Wake Forest College refuses 
to follow con.ven.tLon. mandate

WINSTON-SALEM, N.C.—North Caro
lina Baptist general secretary-treasurer Cecil 
A. Ray has expressed “surprise and disap
pointment” at the refusal of trustees of 
Wake Forest University here to follow a 
state convention mandate that it not accept 
federal funds for construction.

Thirty-five Wake Forest trustees, by what 
was called “a substantial majority,” decided 
by voice vote on Dec. 9 to accept the full 
amount of a controversial $299,600 Nation
al Science Foundation research grant to the 
school’s biology department. The grant in
cluded $85,000 for construction of a green
house.

In November, the Baptist State Conven
tion of North Carolina approved a recom
mendation from its Services Rendered 
Committee that Wake Forest be allowed to 
accept all of the grant but not use any of it 
for construction. The university had felt the 
greenhouse was necessary for the research, 
but North Carolina Baptists said use of 
federal money for that purpose violates 
separation of church and state.

“I had expected a more responsive han
dling of the matter by the trustees in light 
of the convention’s clear cut decision . . . ,” 
Ray said. “The Wake Forest University 
trustees are elected by the convention and 
ultimately responsible to it. This is clear 
in the convention’s Constitution . . . How 
the state convention will deal with the mat
ter is up to its General Board (which) . . . 
next meets in Raleigh, Jan. 23-25,” Ray 
said.

The trustee resolution, which noted that 
faculty, alumni, and numerous campus or
ganizations had gone on record asking that 
the grant be used as originally stipulated, 
said the school “desires no conflict with our 
convention.” It said Wake Forest is “un
ashamedly a Christian institution” and will 
“continue to consult with the leadership of 
the Baptist state convention and the 
Convention/University Relations Commit
tee .. .”

The resolution said the Services Rendered 
Committee had verified that Wake Forest’s 
original acceptance of the funds “was done 
in good faith and with full public acknowl
edgement.” It declared that “for the trustees 
not to honor this good faith agreement (with 
the National Science Foundation) would 
have adverse implications for the entire uni
versity.”

The statement further called it a “con
tradiction” that the university’s Bowman 
Gray School of Medicine is allowed to ac
cept funds “for bricks and mortar” but 
that the biology department is not.

It also invoked “the spirit of Article 3 
of the convention’s Constitution, which says: 
‘While independent and sovereign in its own 

sphere, the convention does not claim and 
will not attempt to exercise any authority 
over any other Baptist body, whether 
church, auxiliary organization, association, 
or convention.’ ”

A convention spokesman said, however, 
that Article 3 does not apply to institutions 
and agencies run by Trustees elected by the 
convention, which owns the institutions. 
But he said the North Carolina Convention 
can only elect or dismiss the trustees or 
withhold funds from the state’s Cooperative 
Program unified budget—not assume the 
trustee function of running the internal 
affairs of an institution.

A convention spokesman said the same 
issue was raised several years ago when 
Campbell College, Buies Creek, N.C., was 
told by the convention not to accept a simi
lar grant and chose to obey the will of the 
convention. (BP)

On Matters of

Family Living
By Dr. B. David Edens

Director, Marriage and Family Program 
Stephens College—Columbia, Missouri 65201 

Youngsters learn 
super, sub-humaness

TV programs such as “The Six Million 
Dollar Man” and “Bionic Woman” and 
violent shows like “Starsky and Hutch” are 
giving our kids the message that you have to 
be either super-human or sub-human to 
survive in our society v a child development 
specialist told a National PTA conference 
on TV violence.

Shows based on super heroes and heroines 
came in for super-strong criticism from Liz 
Wilmes of Harper College, Palatine, IL. 
“Because of the young child’s inability to 
separate the real from the unreal, the super 
hero is an enigma,” she points out.

The youngster watches a human being 
who looks like other people suddenly per
form all sorts of extraordinary feats in crisis 
situations. “The child feels he or she should 
solve problems by coming on with a strong 
arm.”

Parents and teachers must constantly bear 
in mind the fact that children are being 
programmed to regard violence as a means 
of solving problems. “It is not enough to 
turn the set off,” reminds Wilmes. The 
attitudes instilled over years of viewing must 
be examined and challenged in real life 
home and school situations.

'Obscenity' committee 
to conclude sessions

A study committee of the Tennessee 
General Assembly will meet in Nashville 
Dec. 29-30 to formulate recommendations 
concerning needed changes in state laws 
on obscenity and pornography.

The committee has held public hearings 
in various parts of the state, and has received 
information from those who want stricter 
laws and those who desire that these laws be 
liberalized.

Supporters of stricter legis
lation dealing with the produc
tion and distribution of obscene 
materials are trying to mount 
a letter-writing campaign to 
share their concerns about this 
problem. One such organization, 
Memphis Leadership Founda
tion Inc., has written to every 
Baptist pastor, urging that opin
ions be shared with the commit
tee immediately. Mrs. J. Cecil 
Wingo, a member of Memphis’ 
First Church, is president of the 
organization.

Mrs. Wingo said that letters 
should be sent to Special Joint 
Committee on Obscenity, Loy L. 
Smith, vice-chairman, P.O. Box 
1429, Knoxville, TN 37901.

SEBTS gets no funds
from HEW, Lolley says ©

WINSTON-SALEM, N.C. — f
Southeastern Baptist Theologi
cal Seminary here has never re
ceived federal funds and there 
is no kind of discrimination at the school, 
according to seminary President W. Randall 
Lolley. — • . -

Responding to reports that Southeastern 
has been cut off from funds by the Depart
ment of Health, Education and Welfare for 
refusal to sign a non-sex discrimination 
statement, Lolley said, “It is puzzling to me 
for HEW to say that our funds have been 
withdrawn when we receive no monies 
whatsoever from them or any other federal 
agency.”

Lolley said that as an “integrated auxil
iary” of the churches of the Southern Bap
tist Convention that received no tax reve
nues, the seminary is not subject to any 
federal agencies’ regulations.

The term “integrated auxiliary” is used 
by the Internal Revenue Service to deter
mine, for tax exemption, the relationship 
between basic purposes of parent religious 
bodies and their auxiliaries, such as schools, 
hospitals, publishing houses and social ser
vice agencies. (BP)
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