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Tennessee Cooperative Program 
barely misses goal in December

Tennessee Southern Baptists barely missed 
the convention-adopted mission giving goal 
for the month of December, according to 
Ralph E. Norton, executive secretary
treasurer of the Tennessee Baptist Conven
tion.

Cooperative Program mission receipts last 
month totaled $871,798.37, which is less 
than one percent below the monthly budget 
goal of $879,166.67 as set by the 1977 TBC.

Bluefield College gains 
academic accreditation

BLUEFIELD, Va.—After four years of 
effort, Bluefield College has been granted 
full academic accreditation by the Southern 
Association of Colleges and Schools.

Bluefield granted bachelor degrees to the 
first graduating seniors May 21, 1977. Full 

; accreditation by the SACS came Dec. 14, 
1977, the earliest possible date following 
the granting of the first degrees.

Bluefield becomes the fourth fully- 
accredited senior college to be associated 
with the Baptist General Association of 
Virginia. The others are the University of 
Richmond, Averett College in Danville, and 
Virginia Intermont College in Bristol.

Bluefield has been a junior college since 
1922, granting nearly 5,000 associate degrees 
in 55 years. The college will maintain two 
dozen associate degree programs in addition 
to the new bachelor degree majors. (BP)

Bristol church issues call 
to Little Rock, Ark. pastor

Members of Calvary Church, Bristol, is
sued a call to Forrest Lowry HI, Little 
Rock, Ark., to become their pastor. He is 
scheduled to assume the new post on Sun
day, Jan. 15.

Lowry will succeed John Keller, who 
resigned last month to accept the pastorate 
of Delaney Street Church in Orlando, Fla.

A native of Arkansas, the new pastor is 
a graduate of Arkansas Polytechnic College 
(Russellville) and Mid America Baptist 
Theological Seminary. He is presently serv
ing as pastor of the Brookwood Church in 
Little Rock.

Messengers to the November convention 
adopted a Cooperative Program mission 
giving budget goal of $10,550,000 for the 
current convention year (Nov. 1, 1977-Oct. 
31, 1978).

Norton noted that December’s mission 
gifts through the Cooperative Program were 
15.2 percent above receipts for December 
1976, when $756,702.40 was received 
through the convention office.

Coupled with November’s near record 
receipts, Norton said that mission gifts 
through the Cooperative Program for the 
first two months of the convention year 
totaled $1,882,850.95. This is $124,517.62 
above (7 percent higher) than the conven
tion-adopted goal for two months, which 
would be $1,758,333.33.

The TBC executive secretary observed 
that receipts for November and December 
1977 were 13.25 percent above Cooperative 
Program mission gifts for November and 
December 1976, which were $1,662,550.23.

Norton expressed his continuing appre
ciation for the deep missionary concern of 
Tennessee Baptists and their faithful support 
of these mission causes.

Girls in Action offered GA-la workshops 
in Jackson and Knoxville, February 18,25

The second annual missions adventures 
G-A-las will be held next month in east 
and west Tennessee, according to Jannie 
Engelmann, state Girls in Action director.

Englewood Church, Jackson, will host a 
G-A-las on Feb. 18, with Central Church, 
Bearden, Knoxville, serving as host on Feb. 
25. Engelmann said that the day-long event 
is for all GAs who have completed work on 
at least one adventure, the individual 
achievement plan for GAs.

The program will include missions con
ferences, methods conferences, singing, and 
promotional features. Sessions at each loca
tion begin at 10 a.m. CDT and EST, re
spectively, and will close at 3 p.m.

Leading conferences in Jackson will be: 
Mrs. Victor Coleman, missionary to Vene
zuela; Reuben Canas, language missions, 
Tennessee; and Mr. and Mrs. Dewey 
Mercer, missionaries to Japan.

COMMUNICATION—Jarvis Hearn, mis
sionary to the deaf for Tennessee Baptists, 
communicates with the deaf on a TTY 
visual translator. The new device enables 
Hearn to “talk” by telephone with hearing- 
impared persons throughout the state.

Mrs. Mercer, a native of Blanche, Tenn., 
is a graduate of Union University. She 
served on the staff of Fayetteville First 
Church before being appointed to the for
eign mission field in 1955.

Scheduled at the Knoxville meet are Mr. 
and Mrs. Albert Sutton, missionaries to 
Botswana; and Sandra Hamilton, principal 
of a school in the Knoxville area.

Ernest Pippin, former missionary to Ar
gentina, now with the Tennessee Baptist 
Convention, and Linda Knott, state WMU 
office, are scheduled to lead conferences at 
both locations.

Englemann stressed that a registration fee 
of $1 would be required at each location. 
Advanced registration with the state WMU 
office would be helpful, she stated. Each 
church group planning to attend must have 
at least one adult for each six girls.



Six SBC seminaries approach 
9,000 in total enrollments

NASHVILLE—Another year of explosive 
growth saw enrollments at Southern Bap
tists’ six theological seminaries increase over 
800 to 8,805 in all degree and non-degree 
programs, according to updated reports.

Enrollments have risen nearly 1,000 a 
year since the 1974-75 total of some 6,000 
among Southern Baptist seminaries, which 
include the two largest seminaries in the 
world (Southwestern and Southern) and the 
fourth largest (New Orleans). Fuller Theo
logical Seminary, Pasadena, Calif, ranks 
third.

While combined totals for all programs1— 
degree and non-degree—brought the six 
seminaries to the 8,805 figure, the Associa
tion of Theological Schools, received a com
bined 8,392 (compared to 7,672 last year) 
total fall enrollment figure of students en
rolled in SBC seminary degree programs, as 
accredited by ATS.

The ATS total for SBC seminaries repre
sents a more than 9.1 percent increase over 
fall 1976. ATS said the six SBC seminaries 
showed the largest increase of seminaries of 
any one denominational body.

Southern Baptists this fall accounted for 
18.5 percent of 45,222 students enrolled in 
198 U. S. seminaries reporting to ATS. 
Last year, ATS reported 43,467 in 199 
seminaries.

For the second straight year, New Orleans 
Baptist Theological Seminary claimed the 
largest percentage increase of the SBC semi-
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naries, with a first-term enrollment of 1,038, 
up 13 percent from 1976. Second term en
rollment at all centers pushed the total to 
1,139, making New Orleans the third larg
est SBC seminary, surpassing Southeastern 
Baptist Theological Seminary, Wake Forest, 
N. C., for the first time.

Southeastern Seminary showed an enroll
ment increase to 1,007, up from last fall’s 
997.

Southwestern Baptist Theological Semi
nary, Fort Worth, reported a 1977 fall 
enrollment of 3,475, an increase of 7.9 per
cent over 1976. Enrollment at Southwestern 
has increased 122 percent since 1966, the 
first year of noticeable increase.

Southern Baptist Theological Seminary, 
Louisville, Ky., had a 6.5 percent increase, 
moving up to 2,272 enrolled in its schools 
of theology, religious education and church 
music, the Boyce Bible School, and evening 
school program. The total marks the 17th 
consecutive year Southern Seminary has 
shown an enrollment increase.

Golden Gate Baptist Theological Semi
nary in Mill Valley, Calif., continued to set 
new records with an enrollment of 484, up 9 
percent from 1976.

First term enrollment at Midwestern Bap
tist Theological Seminary, Kansas City, Mo., 
which holds classes in four-week terms, was 
up 10 percent. Second term additions 
pushed the total to 428 in degree programs. 
An additional 70 students are enrolled in 
evening classes in the School of Christian 
Training, a non-degree program. (BP)

Tenn, evangelists plan 
conference on Monday

The Tennessee Conference of SBC Evan
gelists will hold its fourth annual session 
Jan. 16 at Belmont Heights Church in Nash
ville, just prior to the State Evangelism 
Conference.

The evangelists’ one-session conference 
will be at 10:00 a.m. CST in the R. Kelley 
White Chapel of the host church.

Jeff Brooks, president of the evangelist 
group, said that the conference is open to all 
who wish to attend. Also participating in 
the program will be Frank Floyd, evangelist 
from Knoxville, and Malcolm McDow, di
rector of evangelism for the Tennessee Bap
tist Convention.

Music for the conference will be directed 
by James Graves, music advisor for the 
evangelists’ organization.

Brooks said that the Tennessee Confer
ence of SBC Evangelists will hold its busi
ness meeting and a luncheon at 1:00 p.m. 
in the cafeteria at Belmont College.

Three endorse Graham 
but not association

NEW YORK—Three Christian leaders 
who signed a statement defending the “fin
ancial integrity and accountability” of the 
Billy Graham evangelistic association claim 
the contents of the statement were mis- 
represented to them before they endorsed 
it.

David Poling, United Presbyterian min
ister and syndicated columnist who released 
the statement, said he had contacted six 
others by phone and they had agreed on a 
statement defending the evangelist’s fiscal 
integrity.

Now, Union Theological Seminary pro
fessor Robert McAfee Brown, says the state
ment read to him by Poling did not defer to 
Graham’s enterprises but only related to 
the evangelist’s personal integrity.

Theodore Hesburgh, president of Notre 
Dame University, had also been listed by 
Poling in connection with the statement. He 
expressed a sentiment similar to Brown’s— 
that he did not know enough about the 
evangelistic association to comment on it.

The statement Poling released said, “Mis
leading and often false interpretations have 
been circulated concerning the finances of 
the Billy Graham organization. These pub
lished insinuations of wrong-doing or im
plied malfeasance cannot go unchallenged. 
We are familiar with the ministry of Billy 
Graham and join together to publicly affirm 
the financial integrity and accountability of 
Mr. Graham’s enterprise.”

William Sloane, Coffin, pastor of The 
Riverside Church, New York, and signer of 
the statement, also objected to some indi
vidual comments attributed to him by 
Poling. Poling acknowledged that he had 
misquoted Coffin as having said, “Apparent
ly some headline hunters have turned head 
hunters, with Billy now their prime target.”

Asked how the misunderstandings could 
have come about, Poling said, “All of these 
were phone conversations; they weren’t 
written out, which was my mistake.” (BP)

Missionaries begin center 
for students in Lome, Togo

LOME, Togo—A Baptist student center 
was opened here recently by Southern Bap
tist missionaries Mr. and Mrs. W. Rex Holt 
Jr.

During the first three weeks, the center 
registered 230 students, each of whom was 
told about the meaning of the gospel of 
Jesus Christ. All received a copy of the 
gospel of John and related study aids. The 
center has reading and study rooms equip
ped with Christian literature and cassette 
tapes.

As a part of the center program, Christian 
films are shown and the students participate 
in Bible study groups and recreational 
activities.
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Religious news reporters vote 
Episcopal split as top story

HOUSTON—Reporters who cover reli
gion with the secular media in the United 
States have voted the schism in the Epis
copal Church as the top religious news 
story of 1977.

The schism in the church began taking 
shape in late 1976, but by September 1977 
was proceeding rapidly. Although it is wide
ly believed that the division results only 
from the Episcopal Church’s decision in 
1976 to ordain women, Bishop-elect James 
O. Mote of the Breakaway Anglican Church 
in North America, says there were more 
than a dozen issues that brought about the 
split.

In their year-end poll, the religion re
porters said the drive by homosexuals for 
understanding and acceptance by churches 
was the No. 2 story of the year in religion 
news.

Although the religious controversy over 
homosexuality took a variety of forms dur
ing 1977, key controversies swirled around 
the ordination to the Episcopal priesthood 
last January of an avowed lesbian and the 
anti-gay rights crusade of entertainer Anita 
Bryant, a Southern Baptist.

The survey of the top 10 religion stories 
of 1977 was conducted by the Religion 
Newswriters Association, the professional 
organization for religion writers and editors 
for secular newspapers, news magazines, and 
news services in the United States and 
Canada. One hundred ballots were mailed 
and 48 were returned. Each participating 
RNA member listed his or her top 10 
choices.

Results of the survey were released in 
Houston by Louis Moore, religion editor of 
the Houston Chronicle, who handled the 
year-end project for the professional organi
zation.

The No. 3 story of 1977, according to the 
RNA poll, was the boom of the evangelical 
born-again movement in this country. Some 
reporters cited the influence President Jim
my Carter, a Southern Baptist, has had on 
the boom.

The controversy surrounding the so-called 
religious cults active in the United States 
today was voted the No. 4 story of the year. 
The cult issue includes the disputes that 
swirl around Sun Myung Moon’s Unifica
tion Church and the deprogrammers.

The other six top stories in order were:
5. The controversy surrounding French 

Roman Catholic Archbishop Marcel 
Lefebvre’s dispute with the Vatican over 
changes in the Catholic Mass. Lefebvre ad
vocates a return to the old Tridentine Mass 
which has been replaced by a new mass in 
a language of each country.

6. The continuing spread of the charis
matic (neo-pentecostal) movement and the 
controversy which surrounds the movement. 
Many reporters cited the significance of the 
July meeting in Kansas City of charismatics 
as a factor in their decision.

7. The controversy surrounding the pub
lication of a new book on human sexuality 
by a team of Roman Catholic theologians.

8. The decision by numerous church 
groups during 1977 to confront the tele
vision industry over programming.

9. Now that divorce is more accepted by 
churches today, remarriage is becoming the 
next major issue churches must handle. 
Among 1977 news stories that focused on 
this issue was the decision in November by 
Pope Paul VI to grant, retroactively, the 
automatic ex-communication of divorced 
and remarried Catholics in this country. 
Earlier in the year the U.S. Catholic bishops 
had asked the pope to take such action.

10. The controversy that surrounded the 
December 1976 Memphis, Tenn., services 
of reconciliation in which general absolution 
was granted to Roman Catholics who at
tended. The services were sanctioned by 
Bishop Harold T. Dozier of Memphis, who 
early in 1977 endured some cold shoulders 
from his fellow bishops over his stand.

Other religion stories that occurred in 
1977 and which narrowly missed the top 
10 list were the controversies over allegations 
by three Southern California researchers 
that Joseph Smith used a stolen novel in his 
compilation of the Book of Mormon, and 
the allegations that evangelist Billy Graham 
kept secret a $23 million fund. (BP)

State Evangelism 
begins Monday

Tennessee Baptists will gather next Mon
day, Jan. 16, at Belmont Heights Church 
in Nashville for two days of preaching, 
testimonies, and musical worship. The occa
sion will be the annual State Evangelism 
Conference, sponsored by the evangelism 
department, TBC. Malcolm McDow, di
rector of the department, will preside.

Sessions will begin at 2 and 6:50 p.m. 
Monday and 9:15 a.m., 1:50 and 6:45 p.m. 
Tuesday C.S.T.

California pastor James O. Coffee, Com
munity Church, Santa Rosa, will speak, 
along with New Zealand pastor Bruce 
Stewart. Stewart is pastor of Howick Church 
in Howick.

HMB to offer 'Hotline' 
for quick information

ATLANTA, Ga.—Churches, individuals 
and associations can receive the latest, most 
up to date news of home missions, mission
ary interviews, and prayer requests through 
Home Missions Hotline.

The Hotline, a service of the promotion 
department of the Southern Baptist Home 
Mission Board, returned Jan. 1, 1978, with 
all new stories, current mission news, and 
other happenings.

Cost of the service is the price of a three- 
minute station-to-station long distance tele
phone call. The number is 404-875-7701.

The recordings, updated each Friday 
morning, are narrated whenever possible by 
missionaries visiting the Atlanta office of 
the HMB.

The service, now in its fourth year, offers 
the best way to personalize home mission 
reports to present to church or organiza
tional meetings.

The service will operate through April 2.

Missionaries on furlough 
to reside in Tennessee

Two missionary families have arrived in 
Tennessee to spend their furloughs, accord
ing to information from the Southern Bap
tist Foreign Mission Board.

Mr. and Mrs. Edward G. Berry, mission
aries to Brazil, are living at 1427 Fox St., 
Memphis, TN 38111. Mrs. Berry is the 
former Lois Roberts of Maryville. Her hus
band was born in Rio de Janeiro, Brazil, 
where his parents were serving as mission
aries.

Mr. and Mrs. L. Byron Harbin, also 
missionaries to Brazil, will be living at 
Carson-Newman College, Jefferson City, TN 
37760, where he will teach during the 
furlough.

Conference
in Nashville

Representing the Foreign Mission Board 
will be R. Keith Parks, director, mission 
support division. Kenneth Chafin, pastor, 
South Main Church, Houston, will also 
speak.

From Tennessee, Ralph Norton, executive 
secretary-treasurer, TBC, will address the 
group.

Leading a Bible study at each session will 
be Huber L. Drumwright, dean, school of 
theology, Southwestern Baptist Theological 
Seminary.

Two special telephones can be used to 
contact those attending the conference, 
McDow said. The numbers are (615) 297- 
4630 and 297-4639.
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Bellevue leads Tennessee in baptisms; 
20 state churches baptize 75 or more

East Tenn, pastors' group 
to meet on academy campus

The East Tennessee Pastors’ Conference 
has scheduled for Jan. 12 at Harrison-

Bellevue Church, Memphis, dropped from 
421 baptisms in 1976 to 358 in 1977, but 
still claimed the top number of baptisms in 
the Volunteer State, according to Malcolm 
McDow, state evangelism director. The west 
Tennessee church is served by pastor Adrian 
Rogers.

The top 20 churches for baptisms in the 
state were ranked recently by the Evange
lism department. Each of the .20 churches 
had over 75 baptisms.

Maintaining its number two ranking for 
baptisms during the associational year was 
Broadway Church, Memphis, with 348. 
This was an increase of 73 baptisms over 
the previous year.

Leawood Church, Memphis, gave up its 
1976 third place ranking to Two Rivers 
Church, Nashville, which reported 280 bap
tisms for the year. Two Rivers is without 
a pastor at the present time.

No other Tennessee church reported over 
200 baptisms, but four recorded baptisms

SBC mission giving 
said up 8.9 percent

NASHVILLE—Giving to the Southern 
Baptist Convention national Cooperative 
Program unified budget rallied strongly dur
ing the third month of the 1977-78 fiscal 
year.

Undesignated receipts, funneled to SBC 
causes from 33 state or multi-state Baptist 
conventions, amount to $12,994,323 
through the first three months—8.9 percent 
ahead of the same point last year. A total 
of $4,692,157 in December registered 13.9 
percent ahead of the same month last year.

Total giving for the year to date, includ
ing the Cooperative Program amount and 
another $1,247,237 in designated gifts, is 
$14,241,560, a 7.9 percent increase over the 
same point last year.

Porter W. Routh, executive secretary
treasurer of the SBC Executive Committee, 
said the “significant increase in Coopera
tive Program receipts” represented “a 
growing interest in and commitment to Bold 
Missions Thrust,” the SBC goal of proclaim
ing the gospel of Jesus Christ to every per
son in the world by the year 2000.

Southern Baptist agencies are working on 
a $55,080,000 operating and capital needs 
budget and Southern Baptists have voted 
an additional challenge budget of $8,320,000 
for unmet mission needs. The SBC has voted 
to set a goal to double total Cooperative 
Program contributions on the state and na
tional levels by 1982 and then double twice 
more by the end of the century to fulfill the 
Bold Mission goal. (BP)

of over 100 persons. These included: Ten
nessee Avenue, Holston Association, 146; 
Park Avenue, Nashville, 124; Broadmoor, 
Memphis, 115; and Leawood, Memphis, 
113. These churches are served by Willard 
B. Tallman, Robert Mowrey, John F. May, 
and Jerry L: Glisson, respectively.

Three churches reported 90-plus baptisms. 
They were: Alcoa First, 99, Douglas Sager, 
pastor; Mt. Juliet First, 96, Billie Friel, 
pastor; and Millington First, 92, Ray New
comb, pastor.

Four churches were included in the 80- 
plus bracket for baptisms, according to the 
Evangelism department. East Church, Mt. 
Olive, Knox Association, reported 88 bap
tisms. It is led by pastor W. T. Crutcher. 
Liberty Church, Big Emory Association, and 
Southland Church, Shelby Association, both 
reported 84 baptisms for the year. They are 
led by Richard Moore and Charles W. Sulli
van, respectively.

Two churches in Nashville Association, 
Belmont Heights and Hendersonville First, 
had 79 baptisms. Bob Norman is pastor at 
Belmont Heights, and Courtney Wilson leads 
the Hendersonville church.

Northside Church, Central Association, 
recorded 78 baptisms, according to pastor 
Harold F. Hunter.

Knoxville First and Trinity Church in 
Shelby Association, had 77 baptisms each. 
Ariis Grice is pastor at Trinity. Knoxville 
First is without a pastor.

Calvary Church, Cleveland, completed 
the list of churches with 75 baptisms or 
more. The church finished the year under 
the leadership of Jason A. Faile with 75 
baptisms. %

RECOGNIZED—Although it is only two years old, West Main Church of Alexandria 
recently honored two retired pastors in its membership, J. J. Thomas (left) and J. M. 
Smothers (right). Pastor Amos Jarmon presented plaques on behalf of the church which 
honored the two long-time Tennessee pastors on the special day.

Chilowee Baptist Academy. The program 
will begin at 9:50 a.m. EST.

Hershel Chevallier, pastor of the Cum
berland Church, Knoxville, will deliver two 
devotionals—“The Worthy Walk” and “Bear 
Ye One Another’s Burdens.”

Larry Taylor, pastor of the First Church 
of Jefferson City, will speak on “Ministering 
Out of Hope,” and John Panella, college 
counselor and associate professor of psy
chology at Carson-Newman College, will 
discuss “A Psychologist Talks about Pas
toral Care.”

Former Rugby Hills pastor 
occupies Ellendale pulpit

Jim Witherington was called as pastor of 
Ellendale First Church. He came to the 
new post from Rugby Hills Church in 
Memphis where he had served since 1973.

A native of Tennessee, he is a graduate 
of Union University. He was licensed to the 
gospel ministry in Texas and ordained in 
Tennessee. He has also served on the staffs 
of Bolivar First Church; and Broadway, 
Lamar Heights, Georgian Hills, and Ber- 
clair, all in Memphis.

Plunk re-elected in New Salem
Carthage First Church pastor, Jere Plunk, 

was re-elected moderator for New Salem 
Association at its annual meeting.

Other officers, also re-elected, were vice 
moderator, James Haynes, pastor, Brush 
Creek Church; treasurer Henry H. Smith, 
a member of Carthage First; and clerk 
Elmer Wills a member of Hickman.
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Our People and Our Churches • . •
LEADERSHIP...

Howard Jones has been called as interim 
pastor at Southside Church, Mt. Pleasant.

Viola Church, Maury Association, called 
Argine Hughes as interim pastor.

First Church, Camden, called F. M. 
Dowell, Nashville, as interim pastor. He 
began his duties Jan. 1.

Terry Hodges, a student at Union Uni
versity, Jackson, began his ministry Jan. 1 
as pastor of Clear Creek Church, Gibson 
County Association.

Ben Wood has resigned as pastor of New 
Hope Church, Dyer.

Eldon Byrd has been called to serve as 
interim pastor at Lavinia Church, Lavinia.

PEOPLE...
Archie Cartwright, deacon and Sunday 

School teacher at Radnor Church, Nashville, 
died Dec. 26 after an extended illness.

Mr. and Mrs. Oscar King celebrated 
their 50th wedding anniversary Dec. 25. 
They are members of Island Home Church, 
Knoxville.

New Hope Church, Gibson County Asso
ciation, honored Herman Cavitt, a deacon 
and church treasurer for 47 years.

Mr. and Mrs. Hubert Milom celebrated 
their 50th wedding anniversary Dec. 11 at 
Twin Hills Church, Westmoreland. Paul 
Gunn is pastor.

Mr. and Mrs. W. Stuart Rule observed 
their 60th wedding anniversary at a recep
tion held at Sharon Church in Knoxville. 
Rule became pastor of First Church, Oak 
Ridge, when it was organized in 1944. 
He later served as president of Harrison- 
Chilhowee Academy, Seymour.

Henards Chapel Church, Holston Valley 
Association, ordained Tommy Stanton to 
the gospel ministy.

CHURCH FINANCING AVAILABLE

For complete information at no obligation, 
please call collect today.

CHURCH FINANCE, INC-

BOND ISSUES
Best Efforts To Full Underwriting

Simon Richard Leonard, 89, father of 
Cannie Leonard of Spencer, retired direc
tor of missions of Salem Association, died 
Dec. 29 in General Hospital, Smithville, 
after a long illness.

CHURCHES...
Chestoa Church, Erwin, dedicated new 

Sunday School rooms and a fellowship hall 
and observed homecoming. E. J. Hall, for
mer pastor, delivered the morning message, 
and Larry Walker, pastor, preached the 
evening message.

Curve Church, Dyer Association, dedi
cated their activities building and pastors 
home debt free on a recent Sunday after
noon. Participating in the service were 
Alvis Leggett, Otis Hinton, former pastor, 
Joe Griggs, Mrs. Helen Coffman, W. W. 
Shanklin, and Harvey Newman. Bobby 
Gaines is pastor.

Village Church, Chilhowee Association, 
paved the parking lot, installed a new organ, 
cushioned the church pews, and erected a 
bell on top of the church. David Aultom is 
pastor.

Brentwood Church, Brentwood, voted to 
purchase 2.05 acres adjacent to the church 
property at a cost of $20,000. A savings of 
approximately $6,000 was estimated by 
using the property to store the dirt and rock 
involved in their building program. Later 
the property can be used for additional 
parking. William G. Wilson is pastor.

Highland Park Church, Columbia, is 
constructing a children’s building and addi
tional parking space. Dallas Sugg is pastor.

Riverview Church, Columbia, is remodel
ing their auditorium and will install new 
lighting and carpeting. Ezell Rose is pastor.

Friendship Church, Culleoka, will soon 
have their new pastorium completed.

.i

516 E. Capitol St. Box 2087
Jackson, Miss. 39205 

A/C 601-948-1920

REVIVALS...
Evangelist Henry Linginfelter of Alcoa led 

Englewood Church, Jackson, in revival ser
vices which resulted in 11 professions of 
faith, 10 additions by letter, and many re- 
dedications. Dick Barrett of Bremen, Ga., 
led the singing. Paul E. Williams is pastor.

Wolf Creek Church, Tennessee Valley 
Association, was led in revival services by 
Earl Taylor. There were five additions to 
the church, and one young man announced 
his call to the gospel ministry. David Lyles 
is pastor.

Pastor Henry Woody and the Louisville 
First Church were assisted in revival serv
ices by David Cunningham who did the 
preaching. There were three professions of 
faith and three rededications.

Village Church, Chilhowee Association, 
was led in revival services by Cecil Hopson 
as evangelist. There were six additions for 
baptism, two by letter, and 21 rededications 
reported. David Aultom is pastor.

First Church, Gleason, reported 24 addi
tions by profession of faith in a recent re
vival. Bob Hollis of Lexington, Ky., did the 
preaching. Kenneth Roberts is pastor.

for a

RETREAT
you won't forget!

RESORT TO BROOKSIDE
If you are looking for a quiet, com
fortable place in the Great Smoky 
Mountains to hold your next retreat; 
where you can enjoy fellowship in 
large motel rooms and cottages 
(some with fireplaces); where you 
can economize by preparing your 
own meals in fully equipped kitch
ens; a place discovered and en
joyed by other church groups .. . 
Brookside is your answer.

$5.30
. . . per person, sleeping two per 
bed, including sales tax and meet
ing rooms to fit your needs. Rate 
applies as space available through 
May 31. For open dates, call . . . 

BIOOBSIU
MOTEL & RANCH HOUSE 

Phone (616) 436<5611 
GATLINBURG. TBNNESSBE
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The Lords Supper
By Herschel H. Hobbs

“Jesus took bread, and blessed it, and 
brake it, and gave it to the disciples, and 
said, Take, eat; this is my body. And he 
took the cup, and gave thanks, and gave 
it to them, saying, Drink ye all of it; for 
this is my blood of the new Testament, 
which is shed for many for the remission 
of sins.”—Matthew 26:26-28

John does not record Jesus instituting the 
Lord’s Supper, since the other Gospels did 
so (Matt. 26:26-28; Mark 14:22-24; Luke 
22:17-20; see also I Cor. 11:23-26). A 
comparison of John’s Gospel with the others 
shows that Judas left before this event. The 
Lord’s Supper is for baptized believers. 
Judas had been baptized, but he was not 
a believer in Jesus as Savior.

The “new testament” of Jesus’ blood is 
the new covenant of God’s grace as opposed 
to the old Mosaic covenant of law (Jer. 
31:31-34; Heb. 8:10-13). “Many” (v. 28) 
was a Jewish way of referring to all. Jesus 
shed His blood for all people; it avails only 
for those who receive Him as Savior.

What did Jesus mean by “This is my body 
. . . this is my blood?” There are four views. 
Roman Catholics believe in transubstantia- 
tion: substance across. This means that by 
words spoken by the priest at Mass the bread 
and wine actually become the body and 
blood of Jesus. Lutherans hold to consub- 
stantiation: the body and blood of Jesus are 
present with the bread and wine. Many 
Protestants believe that there is grace to be 
received by partaking of the elements of the 
Supper which is not available otherwise. 
Baptists hold to the symbolic meaning of 
the elements. They symbolize Jesus’ body 
and blood, but contain no special grace not 
otherwise available. When Jesus said, “This 
is my body . . . blood” they no more actually 
are such than “I am the door” means that 
Jesus is actually a slab of wood.

The elements of the Supper symbolize 
what Christ did for man’s salvation: His 
death for sin. Involved also is the idea that 
the partaker has died to sin and made 
alive in Christ.

The Lord’s Supper is one of two ordi
nances in a New Testament church. It looks 
back to the past, as we remember what Jesus 
has done for and in us. It looks forward in 
faith to the Lord’s return (I Cor. ll:25b-26). 
New Testament baptism is a one-time ex
perience. The Lord’s Supper is to be a 
repeated one. It calls for continual self-

2825 West End Avenue, Nashville, Tenn. 37203 
615-383-3363

examination. And it keeps fresh in our 
minds and hearts that which Jesus Christ 
did for us. Though it has no saving power, 
Christians should not neglect its observance.

HISTORICALLY
FROM THE FILES

50 YEARSi AGO
It was reported that “the cumber

some motor buses now usurping the 
state highways have added another 
ghastly death to their record for 
recent months. Sylvester Wooten of 
LaFayette was crushed to death in a 
collision between an auto and one of 
the big cumbersome buses.”

A. W. Duncan, pastor of North 
Edgefield Church, Nashville, resigned 
to become pastor of Cowan and 
Decherd Churches. He would reside at 
Cowan.

25 YEARS AGO
Belmont Heights Church, Nashville, 

voted to proceed with the excavation 
for their new auditorium and building 
of the rear portion of the auditorium 
which later would house the offices, 
library, ladies parlor, choir rooms, and 
recreational activities. A $15,000 con
tract for the excavation had been 
signed. Harold Purdy was pastor.

First Church, Lebanon, was seeking 
to raise $2,500 to retire the indebted
ness on the building lot of their South
side Chapel. The church planned to 
build a chapel for the mission. Alvin 
H. Hopson was pastor.

10 YEARS AGO
Charles Livengood resigned as pas

tor of First Church, Linden, to be
come pastor of Holland Chapel, Hol
land, Mich. It was a mission of Hun- 
nington Woods Church in Wyoming, 
Mich., the only Southern Baptist work 
in Holland, a town of about 20,000 
population.

Agnes G. Ford, assistant for special 
projects in the Baptist Sunday School 
Board’s office of public relations re
tired after serving the board for more 
than 37 years. Mrs. Ford was a native 
of Carthage.

Devotional

Do you lack gratitude?
By Wilson Caldwell

In the days of Jesus ten lepers banded 
together and warned the people who came 
near of their terrible condition. These ten 
men stood afar off as Jesus came near, but 
they lifted up their voices and said, “Jesus, 
Master, have mercy on us.” It seems that 
all ten recognized Jesus, having heard of 
His miracles, and believed that He could 
heal them.

Jesus had compassion on them and healed 
them of their terrible disease. However, 
only one turned back to glorify God for 
His healing.

“And Jesus answering said, Were there 
not ten cleansed? but where are the nine? 
There are not found that returned to give 
glory to God, save this stranger. And He 
said unto him, Arise, go thy way: thy faith 
hath made thee whole.” (Luke 17:17-19)

Where were the nine? We can only sup
pose that each thought only of his family 
or perhaps of some unfinished business in 
the instant that he was healed.

We might think these men somewhat 
unusual to have such a blessing given them 
and yet fail to show their gratitude. How
ever, today we are much like the lepers 
whom Jesus healed. How many of us take 
time to show our gratitude after recovering 
from a serious illness?

Or how about after a trip completed 
without an accident, a class passed with good 
grades, a business deal completed success
fully, or just another day of life? Our Lord 
blesses us so richly each day. We should 
always be in an attitude of gratitude and 
praise. We should be thankful for the 
salvation of our soul and the privilege of 
living as witnesses of His wonderful love.

Caldwell is a member of Two Rivers Church, 
Nashville.

Heart attack fells 
Johnson City pastor

C. B. Dickenson, pastor of Westerly 
Heights Church, Johnson City, died last 
month following a heart attack.

Funeral services were held from the 
Westerly Heights Church with Arnold Pate, 
pastor, Boones Creek Church, Jonesboro, 
and Erby McKinney, pastor East Watauga 
Church, Johnson City, officiating.

A native of Big Stone Gap, Va., Dicken
son was a former pastor of Sinking Creek 
Church, Berry’s Chapel Church, in Spruce 
Pine, N.C., and New Salem Church in 
Limestone.

In lieu of flowers, the family requested 
that friends make a donation to the Lottie 
Moon Christmas Offering for foreign mis
sions.
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Church staff salaries reported, 
below inflation., survey finds

NASHVILLE—Salaries and other bene
fits for Southern Baptist church staff mem
bers generally have not kept pace with in
flation over the past four years, according 
to a staff compensation survey released by 
the church administration department of 
the Southern Baptist Sunday School Board.

Reginald M. McDonough, secretary of 
the department, said the survey, which 
analyzed churches of 300 or more mem
bers, was done to allow churches to com
pare their salaries and benefits with other 
churches of similar size.

McDonough said that Southern Baptist 
churches “need to be concerned whether 
or not their church is keeping pace with the 
annual rate of inflation.” He added that most 
churches do not have a salary plan that 
seeks to automatically update salaries to 
keep up with the cost of living.

Using categories similar to a staff com
pensation survey in 1973, the board’s re
search services department compared the 
1977 figure for staff positions by salary and 
total compensation. Percentage increases 
were then compared to the 35.8 percent in
flation rate between 1973 and 1977. Vari
ances for salary increases which did not 
keep pace with the inflation rate ranged 
from 0.3 percent to 16.8 percent.

Southern Baptist pastors were 0.9 percent 
behind the inflation rate, with an increase 
of 33.9 percent in total compensation be
tween 1973 and 1977. Salary increases alone 
were up only 29 percent, which was 6.8 
percent lower than the inflation rate.

Total compensation for associate pastors 
went up 26 percent over the four year 
period, which left them 9.8 percent below 
the cost of living increase. Salary increases 
for associate pastors were 15.8 percent be
hind the inflation rate.

Total compensation for ministers of edu
cation was 0.2 percent above the inflation 
rate, while the salary increase was 2.8 per
cent behind the cost-of-living increases.

Ministers of music were 0.3 percent be
hind the cost of living for the past four years 
in total compensation, and 3.5 percent below 
the national increases in salary.

Ministers of music and youth were 6.8 
percent below the inflation increases in total 
compensation, while their salaries lagged 
behind the cost-of-living raises by 16.8 
percent.

Recreation directors received total com
pensation increases over the past four years 
9.2 percent ahead of the national cost of 
living. Salary increases for the recreation 
directors were 8.2 percent above the in
flation rate.

Salary for other professionals employed 
by Southern Baptist churches was 12.8 per
cent below the national inflation rate. This 

category included age group and outreach 
coordinators, business administrators, coun
selors and directors of special ministries.

Total compensation for church secretaries 
was 1.2 percent above the national cost of 
living. Pastor’s secretaries were 2.8 percent 
behind the national average and custodians 
were 0.2 percent above the inflation rate.

Percentages used in this article on the 
survey were obtained by adding the average 
salaries of all respondents in each job de
scription and dividing that total by the num
ber of respondents. The resulting figures 
are intended only to present a general over
view of the findings and not represent aver
age salaries for Southern Baptist church staff 
members. Widely varying circumstances pre
vent establishing representative averages in 
any of the categories.

To arrive at the total compensation pro
vided by churches for staff members, the 
actual amount of expenditure was used 
where available. Altogether, 18 different 
categories were included in computing total 
compensation figures for each position. In
cluded, among others, were salary, housing 
allowance, car allowance, insurance, retire
ment benefits, and convention, conference 
and seminary expenses. For certain benefits, 
the average amount for the church size 
category and job title was used if the bene
fit was provided but the amount not spe
cified.

Information in the survey, available from 
the church administration department for 
500 a copy, is divided according to church 
size, allowing churches to compare the sal
aries and benefits of their staff members 
with those reported from churches all across 
the Southern Baptist Convention.

Total number of respondents in the cate
gories ranged from 710 pastors to 20 recre
ation directors. Each category lists the total 
number of respondents, salary and an aver
age for each benefit.

Information received was analyzed by 
size of church membership (300 or more) 
and geographical region, but since the size 
of church membership was the controlling 
factor, tables included in the survey are only 
on size category. A random, disproportion
ate sample of 951 churches reporting 300 
or more members was chosen to receive the 
questionnaire of which 722 (75.9 percent) 
usable replies were received. (BP)

PLAN NOW!!! for ., .
Church Construction
CHRISTIAN BUILDERS, INC. Write for
P.O. Box 571, Brentwood, TN 37027 FREE 
CONSTRUCTION MANAGEMENT Brochure
FINANCIAL CONSULTATION
SPECIALIZED ARCHITECTURAL

PLANNING Phone (615) 373-3084

SBC seminaries 
cited by HEW

NEW ORLEANS—A national news story 
stating that New Orleans Baptist Theolog
ical Seminary here would be cut off from 
federal funding due to sex discrimination 
touched off a furor at the school, which 
receives no federal funds.

The announcement surprises seminary 
officials, who had recently been bombarded 
with telephone calls from Washington ask
ing why the school had not returned forms, 
related to Title IX of the U. S. Department 
of Health, Education, and Welfare, prom
ising not to discriminate.

The same problem had earlier involved 
Southeastern Baptist Theological Seminary, 
Wake Forest, N. C., which, because it re
ceives no federal funds, also did not fill out 
the HEW forms. Apparently, New Orleans 
Seminary and Southeastern Seminary are 
the only two of the six Southern Baptist 
seminaries being questioned by HEW. None 
of the six seminaries accepts federal funds.

“The HEW forms clearly state that they 
are to be completed and returned only if 
the institution is currently accepting, or 
expects to receive, federal funds,” a New 
Orleans seminary spokesman said. For that 
reason, he said, the seminary ignored the 
forms.

That’s when the telephones started ring
ing. Seminary president Landrum Leavell 
reports that he has received between two 
and three phone calls per week for the last 
six weeks from someone in Washington 
asking why the seminary did not complete 
the forms.

Leavell stated that there are three rea
sons why he does not believe that the semi
nary is legally obligated to fill out any such 
form: “First, is the First Amendment of the 
Constitution of the United States, which 
guarantees separation of church and state; 
second, New Orleans Seminary is an ‘inte
grated auxiliary’ of the church—we are 
owned, operated, and supported by the 
Southern Baptist Convention; third, we do 
not now nor have we in the past received 
federal government or tax monies.”

New Orleans Seminary has some 1,300 
enrolled students, of which nearly 30 per
cent are women, and employs three women 
faculty members. (BP)

♦ STAINED FIBERGLASS WINDOWS j 
♦ ’’BELFRY” MAGNETIC TAPE 

CARILLON SYSTEMS
* WALL CROSSES

Roswell, Ga.,30077

WRITE FOR 
NEW FREE 12 
page color 
BROCHURE 
404*992*9960

CHURCH STEEPLES
'FIBERGLASS WITH STtU STRUCTURES*

♦ 15 YEARS MFC. EXPERIENCE - 100'S OF MODELS
• COMPLETE ERECTIONS Bl GLASSTECR 
* 10 YEAR WARRANTY 'IN-PLACE’

■BAPTISMAL POOLS

P.O. Box 910

32
MODELS

Glasstect^
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EDITORIAL

Control of Baptist institutions
Our Baptist neighbors to the east, the Baptist State Con

vention of North Carolina, are involved in a controversy which 
could prove to be a landmark decision in all of Baptist life.

The convention-elected trustees of a convention-chartered and 
convention-owned institution have voted an action which is 
directly opposite to a motion passed by the messengers to the 
state convention which met only one month before.

The question is: “Who really controls a Baptist institution?” 
The answer is not as simple as it might appear on the surface. 
Our purpose in commenting on the North Carolina situation is 

in no way an attempt to interfere in the autonomy of that state 
convention. However, their problem is one that could—and 
likely will—be faced by other state conventions and even the 
Southern Baptist Convention itself.

Background: North Carolina Baptists, as well as other Baptist 
groups, have consistently refused to accept federal funds for 
construction and operation of institutions. However, it was 
decided that institutions could receive government funds “for 
services rendered”—and a state convention committee was set 
up to review such relationships.

Wake Forest University for over a year had been in 
conversation with North Carolina Baptist Convention’s Services 
Rendered Committee about acceptance of a $299,600 three-year 
grant from the National Science Foundation. When it was 
learned that $85,000 was to be spent toward construction of 
an animal-plant facility, the messengers to the annual state 
convention voted on Nov. 14 that Wake Forest could accept the 
grant, but that no NSF funds were to be spent on construction 
of that facility.

God’s Evaluation

However, on Dec. 9 the trustees elected by the state 
convention voted to accept the grant without any restrictions— 
meaning that the $85,000 would go toward the construction of 
the animal-plant facility.

Thus, the controversy has arisen.
Basically, Baptist conventions have three ways that they 

support and control their institutions; (1) by granting charters, 
(2) by electing trustees, and (3) by allocating or withholding 
funds.

Charters: For any institution to legally operate, it must have a 
charter approved by some sponsoring body. The charter 
carefully defines the relationship of the institution, its trustees, 
and the sponsoring body.

All Baptist institution charters have statements similar to that 
of Wake Forest: “The board of trustees shall operate Wake 
Forest College as an agency of the Baptist State Convention of 
North Carolina and in accordance with the policies adopted by 
the convention.”

Trustees: While in session, messengers to Baptist conventions 
elect trustees who are to operate the institutions and agencies 
within certain guidelines. Trustees, it would appear, receive the 
power to operate these institutions from the convention—and 
therefore should be responsible to the body who elected them 
(the convention).

In the case of Wake Forest (and other Baptist institutions), 
the convention does have the power to dismiss trustees—even 
though this power to dismiss is rarely used.

Money: The third control that a convention has on its 
institutions is the power to allocate or to withhold funds. Nearly 
every Baptist institution does receive funds directly through the 
convention’s budget. This is true with Wake Forest University 
which is slated to receive $815,000 from the North Carolina 
convention during 1978.

However, this amount is said to be only 4 percent of the 
school’s total budget, which includes fees, tuition, dormitory 
rent, meal service, endowments, various donations, etc. Some 
have questioned how an institution can be said to be “owned 
and operated” by Baptists when it receives only 4 percent of its 
income directly from the convention. Two things might be said 
here: (1) much of the college’s budget comes from the purchase 
of services by students, such as tuition, room, meals, fees, and 
(2) much of the endowment funds and other gifts come either 
from Baptists or because of the institution’s relationship with 
Baptists.

North Carolina Baptists now face a significant controversy. 
Does a state convention have the right to tell an institution what 
it can or cannot do? Are trustees required to follow convention 
action—even if the trustees feel the action was wrong? Are 
trustees responsible to the convention or its executive board for 
their action?

The basic question is, “Who really controls a Baptist 
institution?”

All Southern Baptists will be watching the results in North 
Carolina. Whatever happens in that state could have a great 
influence on the future of all Baptist institutions.
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to ScUtot...
Letters on any religion-related subject are welcomed. Letters of over 300 words 
will not be used. Other letters may be shortened at the discretion of the editor. 
No unsigned letters will be printed, but writer’s name will be withheld for 
sufficient reason. Letters must contain complete address.

loo much about money
Dear editor:

I have been a Baptist over 43 years now. 
I have never known or have seen so much 
emphasis placed on money. I say if church 
members have been twice-born, Spirit-filled, 
and blood-washed, they will give the Lord 
their share of their money.

Our churches then could and should 
spend more time in doing what our Lord 
and Saviour Jesus Christ told us to do—go 
and tell the lost about Jesus.

I would say that over 75 percent of our 
Baptist churches are stressing money drives 
more than going after the most important 
phase of our church life and that is bringing 
the lost to a saving knowledge of our Lord 
and Saviour Jesus Christ.

I tell our Brotherhood that we are wasting 
our time when we go out visiting people 
who have a chip on their shoulder or just 
not coming. I mean the people on our 
church rolls. My Jesus said that those who 
are well don’t need a physician. I say go see 
the new people who move into our towns, 

but members already on our rolls—“NO.”
I am chairman of our Brotherhood jail 

mission. I conduct Sunday School class 
every Sunday morning. Jesus, you know, 
told us to visit the jail. You all know what 
happened when Paul and Silas were in the 
jail. Everybody got saved.

I hope and pray I haven’t offended any
body.

Sam E. Goad
Route 1, Box 343
Covington, TN 38019

Jesus told us to “teach them to observe 
all things”—which includes His teachings on 
witnessing, believing, ministering to needy, 
visiting those in prison, worshipping God, 
and stewardship. Few Christians are born- 
again “full-grown,” but must be taught and 
challenged to give and to witness, (editor)

Worldly church music
Dear editor:

I read the letter by Tom Biggars (Dec. 8) 
in which he spoke out against the music at 

the Pastors’ Conference. I then read the two 
letters (Dec. 22) which responded to his 
letter.

I did not attend the Pastors’ Conference, 
so I cannot speak of firsthand knowledge. If 
the music was as described by Biggars and 
if the young men did yell, “Take it off, take 
it off,” then truly it was shameful and a 
reproach to the name of Christ.

I think it is time we stop using people of 
this quality and music of this quality in our 
conferences which to me is a disgrace to 
God and a hindrance to His work.

I hope and pray that we who call our
selves “Christian” will wake up before it’s 
too late. The world is looking to the church 
for guidance, but how can the church guide 
if it is as worldly as the world itself?

Thank God for someone who is to speak 
up against the worldly music and the other 
worldly conditions creeping into the church. 
I do not want this type of music in the 
church of which I am pastor, and as long as 
I am a pastor of a church, it will not come 
in.

Arnold Webb
Route 1
Mohawk, TN 37810

Biggars did not actually mean that any
one was yelling “Take it off,” but that this 
might have been in the thoughts of those at 
the conference. He was using exaggeration 
to express his opinion of the conference’s 
musicians, (editor)

Pastor: for a Dynamic Inspirational Experience 
Join us for the 4th Annual Conference of 

SBC Evangelists of Tennessee

Monday January 16, 1978-10:30 am-12:50 p. nt.
R. Kelley White Chapel— Belmont Heights Bapt. Church

Speakers ###*#####**#######****#*##«

Evangelist gg
Jeff Brooks 

Conference President

Malcolm McDow 
Secretary of Evangelism 

TBC

Evangelist 
Frank Floyd 

Knoxville, Tn.

Inspirational Music by Some of Tennessee’s Finest Musicians
• Lift your voice with us in Praise • Unite with us in Worship • Join us in Prayer
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University of Richmond to transfer 
professor after controversial speech

RICHMOND—Robert S. Alley, chairman 
of the religion department at the University 
of Richmond who recently told an atheist 
group that Jesus “never claimed He was 
God,” has been transferred out of the reli
gion department.

A statement released by the University of 
Richmond Board of Trustees said that Alley 
requested a move “to an area within the 
university where he might be more effective 
under the circumstances.” Reassignment to 
a “position of appropriate responsibility” 
will be forthcoming after consultation with 
the new provost, Melvin L. Vulgamore, who 
will assume his post early in January.

Alley was reported by the Richmond 
News Leader to have told a group of atheists 
at First Unitarian Church that “For the 
last 1,800 years, the Christian church has 
been preaching something about Jesus that 
He probably didn’t say Himself.

“I see Jesus as really a Jew,” Alley was 
reported to have said, “I don’t imagine for a 
minute that He would have had the audacity 
to claim the diety for Himself. I think the 
(Bible) passages where He talks about the 
Son of God are later additions—what the 
church said about Him.”

The news report of the speech brought a 
howl of protests from the Richmond area 
pastors, about 60 of which met with univer
sity president E. Bruce Heilman. Heilman 
apologized to them for Alley’s remarks.

In their statement, the board of trustees 
affirmed the university’s “commitment to the 
Christian faith, an identification with and 
relationship to Virginia Baptists, (and) the 
education of young people for church-related 
vocations.”

The trustees, who also reiterated the uni
versity’s commitment to “free expression by 
responsible individuals in their educational 
endeavors,” said that they regretted the im
pressions projected by Alley’s speech and 
that “certain statements attributed to Alley 
in no way represent their (the trustees’) his
toric, current, or projected position.”

Although his new post has not yet been 
determined, Alley said it would be on “a 
less emotional perch” and was a lateral 
move, “neither a demotion nor a promo
tion.” He said in a prepared statement that 
“the move reflects my commitment to free
dom and my concern for the best interest 
of the university.” (BP)

Graham refutes parts 
of 'McCall' interview • *• *

MINNEAPOLIS—Evangelist Billy Gra
ham has responded to an interview in the 
January issue of McCall’s magazine that he 
says may convey the idea he no longer be
lieves all non-Christians are lost.

“The article correctly and clearly states 
what I intended when it says, ‘Graham’s 
essential message has not changed: He still 
preaches that all men are sinners and in 
need of conversion to Christ,’ ” Graham said 
in a statement released from Minneapolis. 
“Contrary to what the article later suggests, 
I do believe that non-Christians are lost— 
whether they live in far-off countries, or in 
America. My statement that Jesus Christ 
is the only way of salvation pertains to the 
whole human race.”

Graham was quoted in the article by 
writer James Michael Beam as saying, “I 
used to believe that pagans in far-off coun
tries were lost—were going to hell—if they 
did not have the gospel of Jesus Christ 
preached to them. I no longer believe that. 
I believe that there are other ways of recog
nizing the existence of God—through na
ture for instance—and plenty of other op
portunities, therefore, of saying ‘yes’ to 
God.”, (BP)

...HISTORY
Rood to Nashville, Joe W. Durton The final in o trilogy of books on Bap

tist Roods, this is the dramatic, at times thrilling account of the birth of the 
Sunday School Board in 1891 It focuses on the person of James Marion Frost, 
founder of the board Other books in the trilogy are Rood to Recovery and 
Rood to Augusta. $6 95

...MISSIONS
Punching Holes in the Darkness, Ida Nelle Hollaway Through personal 

experiences this former missionary to Japan conveys her deep concern for 
missions. The touching human interest stories show the hopelessness of those 
without Christ but the eternal hope of those who receive him. $2.25, paper

...CHRISTIAN GROWTH
Renewal Reminders, David Haney and James Mahoney Fifty-seven brief 

messages filled with encouraging and incisive illustrations ore contained in 
this book Each message has a Scripture text and concluding renewal re
minder. $2.50, paper

...JUVENILE
The Magic of J. D., Corl Moys The intriguing story of a young girl who 

takes several unloved animals and one little boy and works her "magic" on 
them. It shows children how animals and people prosper under love and 
core. Illustrated. $3 95

SOMETHING
for EVERYONE

W

At BAPTIST BOOK STORES 
from EBROADMAN

fin

Includes two night’s lodging and six meals. 
One sponsor must accompany every 
eight youth.

♦ ♦ ♦

For reservations, specify conference date 
and send $8.00 per person deposit to:

RIDGECREST WINTER WEEKEND
BOX 128
RIDGECREST, NORTH CAROLINA 

28770

Ridgecrest Winter Weekends are directed by 
Nilon Elliott, Conference Center Program 
& Promotion Section, The Sunday School 
Board, 127 Ninth Avenue, North, 
Nashville, Tennessee 37234.
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pulpit W
by Jim Griffith

Although we have just passed through the season of “peace and good will toward 
men,” there are a number of churches caught up in dissension.

One church is so torn up the members wanted to hold a New Year’s Eve Watch 
Night service, but they couldn’t get together on the date.

There was another episode reported in which six persons split off from their church 
and, at last count, three of those won’t speak to the other three.

Strange, isn’t it? The Christian army is the only army in existence that lines up and 
shoots its own troops.

But when all is said and done, there is an explanation for it. I recall the incident in 
the Sunday School junior class in which the teacher said, “God can do everything!”

One little boy looked puzzled and then stated, “I know something God can’t do.”
The teacher asked, “What?”
The boy replied: “God can’t please everybody.”

Bible Puzzle
Answers on page 14

ACROSS
1 “the — of God” 

(2 Chron. 1)
4 Egyptian sacred 

symbol
8 Naomi’s other name 

(Ruth 1:20)
12 Stinging insect
13 Relating to Japa

nese rainy season
14 Bible name 

(Gen. 10:28)
15 “---------- in infirmi

ties” (2 Cor. 12)
18 Italian: comb, form
19 Entertains
20 King (2 Ki. 21:18; 

poss.)
23 Seth’s son 

(Gen. 4:26)
25 Chimed

26 Idea: comb, form
27 “together in —” 

(Eph. 1)
30 “hear all------ ” 

(Deut. 4)
33 Search and rescue: 

abbr.
34 Burmese knife: pl.
35 Tidy
36 Ceremony
37 Passageway
38 “to — the pride” 

(Isa. 23)
41 Jounce
43 “he die,--------------”

(Num. 35)
48 Concerning
49 Anglo-Saxon serf
50 Danish coin
51 Hammer part

CRYPTOVERSE

52 Man (Ezra 2:16)
53 Household need

DOWN

1 Mother of a king 
(2 Ki. 18:2)

2 Soak, as flax
3 New Zealand parrot
4 Incites
5 California city
6 “condemned and 

------- ” (Jas.5)
7 Vietnamese city
8 He was faithful 

(Heb. 3:2)
9 Join end to end

10 Meat order
11 Pub specialties
16 David and Solomon
17 “to go — (Acts 20)
20 Biblical verbs
21 Sambar
22 Unique person
24 Educators organiza

tion: abbr., poss.
26 “------ alone”

(Jer.15)
27 Natives suffix
28 Man’s name
29 Italian princely 

house
31 Minnesota town
32 my heart”

(Psa. 86)
36 “be — with Christ” 

(Col. 3)
37 Tree
38 “found a — of Alex

andria” (Acts 27)
39 Synaptic stage: 

comb form
40 Rank in early 

Irish society
42 Seine tributary
44 — culpa
45 not the poor” 

(Prov. 22)
46 Before
47 “great — dragon” 

(Rev. 12:3)

Carson-Newman's trustees 
elect Smith as chairman

JEFFERSON CITY—Rutledge business
man Lawrence D. Smith has been elected 
chairman of the Carson-Newman College 
Board of Trustees. Smith, a 1931 C-N 
graduate, has served on the board for 16 
years.

Elected vice-chairman of the board was 
Harry D. McNeeley, executive vice-presi
dent of Eastman Kodak Co. A 1935 gradu
ate of Carson-Newman, McNeeley has 
served on the board for 17 years. He is a 
resident of Kingsport.

Chattanooga lawyer Max Bahner will 
serve the board as secretary. Also a graduate 
of C-N (1954), Bahner became a member of 
the board in 1975.

The board authorized college officials to 
proceed with plans for a new music building 
for the east Tennessee Baptist college. The 
board requested that preliminary drawings, 
cost estimates, and an artist’s rendering of 
the proposed facility be secured. The new 
structure will replace Chambliss Fine Arts 
Building which was constructed in 1950.

Ex-Tennessean elected president 
of Mississippi Baptist Board

A former Tennessee pastor, R. Raymond 
Loyd, has been elected as president of the 
Mississippi Baptist Convention Board for 
the 1977-78 convention year.

Loyd was pastor of First Church, Rock
wood, for four years and Ridgedale Church, 
Chattanooga, for 10 years before moving to 
his present pastorate at First Church, Stark
ville, Miss.

CHURCH FURNITURE
Attn: adv. R. G. Ketron 615-577-8716 

3401 Montlake Dr.
Knoxville, Tennessee 37920

Call or write for church furniture bro
chure.

GPRDL RLKAKIJAK IJA ZK HOJG OJR

GLPR LJFA ZJFA CJAT TJRL DJEK

Today’s Cryptoverse clue: F equals U

Thursday, January 12, 1978

TAPES
1978 

Tennessee Evangelism 
Conference 
(all messages) 

$17.50 (plus tax) 
□ Cassette 
□ Reel

Name ________________________________

Address___________________________ :—

City State-------- Zip--------
Mail Order to, 

or 
Order at Conference, 

from 
Smith Bros Rec. 

Bolivar, Tenn. 38008
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HOTEL OR MOTEL PREFERENCES
1st Choice_________________________________________
2nd Choice_________________________________________
3rd Choice_________________________________________
4th Choice__ _______________________________________
ARRIVAL DATE at
—A.M. —P.M. DEPARTURE DATE

SOUTHERN BAPTIST CONVENTION 

APPLICATION FOR HOTEL OR 

MOTEL RESERVATIONS

Atlanta, Georgia—June 13-15,1978

Please fill out form completely and mail to:

SBC Housing Bureau
233 Peachtree Street, N.E.
Atlanta, Georgia 30303

RESERVATIONS TO BE CLEARED THROUGH THE 
SBC HOUSING BUREAU. Each request must give definite 
date and approximate hour of arrival, and include names 
and addresses of all persons who will occupy the rooms 
requested. If it should become necessary to cancel a 
reservation, please notify the SBC Housing Bureau promptly. 
At least four choices of hotels or motels are desirable. 
Reservations will be filled in order of date of receipt. 
Processing of reservations to begin October 1, 1977.

If accommodations at the hotel/motel of your choice are 
not available, the Housing Bureau will make a reservation 
elsewhere as near your request as possible, and you will 
receive confirmation directly from the hotel/motel.

TYPE ROOM AND RATE DESIRED
Single Occupancy (1 bed—1 person)-------------------------------------  
Double Occupancy (1 bed—2 persons)----------------------------------  
Twin (2 beds—2 persons)---------------------------------------------------  
Triple (3 persons per room)------------------------------------------------- .

MODE OF TRAVEL: Automobile

NAMES OF ALL OCCUPANTS: (bracket those sharing room)

□ Plane □ Bus □ Other □

ADDRESSES:

MAIL CONFIRMATION TO: NAME______________________________________________________
ADDRESS __________________________________________________ _
CITY_______________________________________________________
STATE _ ____________________________ Zip Code Telephone----------------------------

SCHEDULE OF MEETINGS
Southern Baptist Convention ........................................................................................ June 13-15
Woman’s Missionary Union............................................................................................. June 11-12
Pastors’ Conference .................................................................................................... June 11-12
Religious Education Association ................................................................................ June 11-12
Church Music Conference ............................................................................................ June 11-12
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Maps furnished by Atlanta Convention and Visitors Bureau

1

HOTEL SINGLE
DOUBLE 
BEDDED

TWIN 
BEDDED TRIPLE

i
i

1. Admiral Benbow Inn 
1470 Spring Street 
872-5821

$$21.00-24.00 $23.00-27.00 $30.00

2. *Atlanta Airport- 
Hilton Inn
1031 Virginia Avenue 
767-0281

$30.00 $38.00 $38.00 $46.00

3. * Atlanta American
Spring St. at Carnegie 
Way 
688-8600

$26.00 $30.00 $30.00 $35.00

■
4. ‘Atlanta Cabana
870 Peachtree St., N.E. 
875-5511

$20.00 $23.00 $26.00

*

5. ‘Atlanta Central
Travelodge
311 Courtland St., N.E. 
659-4545

$21.00 $24.00 $28.00 $31.00

6. Atlanta 'Hilton 
Courtland Street 
659-2000

$34.00-55.00 $46.00-67.00 $46.00-67.00 $58.00-79.00

K.• 7. ‘Atlanta Internation- 
alo
450 Capitol Ave., S.E. 
688-1900

$27.00 $35.00 $35.00

1

8. Atlanta Townehouse 
100 10th St., N.W. 
892-6800

$21.00 $25.00 $30.00

HOTEL SINGLE
DOUBLE 
BEDDED

TWIN
BEDDED TRIPLE

9. Atlantan Hotel 
ill Luckie Street 
524-6461

$14.00-16.00 $17.00-19.00 $21.00 $24.00

10. *Best Western- 
White House
70 Houston St., N.E. 
659-2660

$24.00 $28.00 $32.00 $36.00

11. Colony Square 
Peachtree & 14th Sts. 
892-6000

$32.00-42.00 $42.00-52.00 $42.00-52.00 $42.00-52.00

12. ‘Days Inn 
l-85-Clairmont Rd. 
325-0400

$13.88 $16.88

13. *Days Inn 
l-85-Shallowford Rd. 
633-8451

$13.88 $16.88

14. ‘Dunfey’s Royal 
Coach 
l-75-Uowell Road 
351-6100

$26.00 $32.00

15. ‘Georgian Terrace
659 Peachtree St., N.E 
872-6671

$14.00 $18.00 $18.00 $21.00

16. Holiday Inn- 
Downtown
175 Piedmont Ave., N.E 
659-2727

$27.00-30.00

I

$30.00 $35.00 $39.00

17. *Holiday Inn 
l-85-Monroe Dr.
1944 Piedmont Circle

$26.00

18. *Howard Johnson’s- 
N.E.
2090 N. Druid Hills Rd. 
636-8631

$21.00 $26.00 $30.00

19. Hyatt Regency- 
Atlanta
265 Peachtree St., N.E. 
577-1234

$29.00-41.00 $37.00-49.00 $37.00-49.00 $45.00-57.00

20. Inntown Motor 
Hotel

$22.00-24.00 $28.00 $32.00

89 Luckie Street, N.W. 
524-7991
21. *Marriott Motor 
Hotel

$31.00-50.00 $41.00-60.00 $41.00-60.00 $45.00-64.00

Courtland & Cain Sts. 
659-2727 (Ext. 7741)
22. ‘Passport Center 
Inn
231 Ivy St., N.E. 
577-1510

$26.00 $30.00 $30.00 $35.00

23. Peachtree Plaza 
Peachtree at Inter
national Blvd. 
659-1400

$35.00-48.00 $45.00-58.00 $45.00-58.00 $55.00-68.00

24. ‘Peachtree Motel 
330 Peachtree St., N.E. 
525-6351

$23.00 $23.00 $25.00

25. ‘Ramada Inn- 
Airport
845 N. Central Avenue 
763-3551

$30.00 $30.00 $35.00

26. ‘Ramada Inn- 
Central
1-85 N. & Monroe Drive 
873-4661

$25.00 $30.00 $30.00 $35.00

27. Riviera Hyatt House $24.00
1630 Peachtree St., 
N.W.
875-9711

$28.00 $28.00

28. ‘Rodeway Inn- 
Lenox
3387 Lenox Rd., N.E. 
261-5500

$19.00-21.00 $24.00-26.00

29. ‘Save Inn-Midtown 
1152 Spring St., N.W. 
875-3511

$19.00

30. Sheraton-Atlanta 
590 W. Peachtree St. 
881-6000

$27.00 $32.00 $32.00 $36.00

31. Sheraton-Biltmore 
817 W. Peachtree St. 
881-9500

$28.00 $32.00 $32.00 $33.00

32. ‘Terrace Garden 
Inn

$29.00-33.00 $36.00-40.00 $41.00-45.00

3405 Lenox Rd., N.E. 
261-9250

‘Deposit required (1 night).
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UNIFORM SERIES
Lesson for Sunday, January 15

Whose servant am I?
By Marion C. Barnett, Pastor 

Broadway Baptist Church, Knoxville, Tennessee

Basic Passage: John 13:1-30
Focal Passage: John 13:1-15

The Last Meal Together
Although we as Christians call this the 

Last Supper, the disciples did not come to 
it with the full knowledge that it would be 
the last meal they would eat with Jesus. 
This is said with special force in John’s 
Gospel where the Last Supper is put a day 
earlier than in the Synoptic Gospels. In 
Matthew, Mark, and Luke the Last Supper 
is the Passover Meal itself, whereas in the 
Gospel of John it takes place the day before 
the Passover Meal, the day of Preparation.

We must understand, therefore, that in 
chapter 13 the events took place in an 
atmosphere in which the disciples were not 
expecting quite the amount of drama which 
Jesus thrust upon them. The big event was 
to take place the next night when they 
celebrated the Passover Meal together. As 
John tells the story, however, that event was 
never to come, and the very meal which they 
were taking now was to have far greater 
significance than they could ever imagine.

(One way to reconcile the account of the 
Last Supper in the Synoptics with the ac
count in John becomes apparent when we 
notice that chapters 13 through 17 contain 
lengthy teaching material. It is possible that 

» Jesus taught His Disciples in an intensive 
manner over a period of two nights and 
that John has preserved for us here much 
of this material, or a capsuled account of the 
kind of material that would have been dealt 
with on those two nights. The meal which 
is mentioned in these chapters is therefore 
a run-together account of what was actually 
two meals over a period of two nights. For 
John the supremely important thing is the 
final teaching of Jesus contained in chapters 
13 through 17 and not the meal itself.)

As L. D. Johnson notes in the Advanced 
Bible Study Series, this meal on the 14th 
of Nisan, the day of Preparation was not a 
relaxed occasion. There had been a dispute 
about the seating arrangement and who

Trenfham sued for divorce
:nWAS NGTON—Charles A. Trentham,

pastor of the First Baptist Church here, is 
being sued for divorce by his wife Nancy. 

This will be the second divorce for
Trentham, pastor of President Jimmy Carter 
and his family, and the third for Mrs. 
Trentham. He was divorced by his first 
wife after 31 years of marriage while he 
was pastor of the First Baptist Church, 
Knoxville, Tenn. He has been married to 
his present wife three and a half years. (BP) 

could take the place of honor (Luke 22:24). 
The disciples were moreover fugitives at this 
time and had to hide from the authorities 
as they ate their meal. Finally, there is the 
matter of the “foot washing.” Evidently, 
with all the makeshift arrangements and the 
need for secrecy, there had been no one at 
the door to wash the disciples feet as they 
entered. None of them, says Johnson, had 
volunteered to perform the act for the others 
and so they had come to the table with 
unwashed feet. To a Palestinian it would 
have been uncomfortable to have omitted 
this custom.

A Demonstration of the Kingdom
The single-minded purpose of Jesus to 

teach and proclaim the kingdom of God as 
a new opportunity for unprecedented per
sonal relationship with God the Heavenly 
Father is evident in His washing of the 
disciples’ feet. This act is of the essence of 
what the kingdom is about, it summarizes 
His teaching and healing ministry.

Imagine the mood of that setting: the dis
ciples having quarreled with one another 
about seating arrangements, everyone tense 
about the pursuit of the authorities, Jesus’ 
repeated recent references to His death, and 
now the meal being disturbed because no 
one had seen to arrange for the guests’ feet 
to be washed as they entered. When Jesus 
gets up and ties a towel around His robe 
like a belt and begins to wash the feet of 
the disciples, He shocks, them not only be
cause He does that which they are resenting 
no one else having done, but also because 
He so completely rises above all the causes 
of tension in that moment. It is an over
whelming message which those sitting in the

“Watch therefore: for ye know not 
what hour your Lord doth come” 
(Matt.24:42).

room receive. “I am not worried about all 
these things which seem to concern you,” 
Jesus implies. “I know what is primary and 
what is secondary.

Even in all this tension and turmoil, even 
in the approaching moment of doom my 
mind is on the Father. Because I know who 
He is, I know who I am, and all other things 
fall into proper perspective. I can be your 
servant because I know who God is, because 
I know Him to be a waiting Father who 
gathers His children to Himself with a 
strength that transcends the anxieties of 
whatever difficult moments arise. I can bend 
low to wash your feet like a servant, I can 
call your minds back to the simplicity and 
caring of discipleship. Just as the Father 
does not destroy you but waits for you with 
open arms, so I do not seek to lord it over 
you, but rather to minister to you. By 
serving you, I save you.”

Is this not the style of life that answers 
to all the need of man? As long as I take the 
stand of critic, pointing out the problems 
and difficulties of other people, I can never 
help them, I can only criticize them. But 
when I join their lot and begin to minister 
to their need, then I have become a part 
of the answer and not of the problem.

The Nature of Forgiveness
Peter asks that Jesus wash him all over, 

mindful of his own need for forgiveness. 
But Jesus reminds him of the immediacy 
and grace of God’s forgiveness by saying to 
him (verse 10) you’ve already had your 
bath, you’re not all that dirty. You just 
need to wash your feet. Every Christian, 
mindful of his own sinfulness, must hear 
these words of Jesus pointing him back to 
the significance of his conversion. The for
giveness of sin, no matter how great the 
sin, is not like conversion. That has already 
taken place and the Christian must not for
get God’s grace. God knows that he will 
pick up dirt from the road as he walks the 
path of discipleship day by day. He has 
only to ask his heavenly Father to wash 
his feet for him and he will be clean again.

An Example
Jesus then says that His disciples must do 

this sort of thing for one another. By this 
He means that they must become inter
cessors for one another. Jesus is really 
reminding us of the kind of community to 
which the Christian church calls us. We 
are to be so intimate and caring that we 
can dare even to confess to each other our 
sins and our wrongs. This calls us to a new 
humility and at the same time calls us to a 
ministry of graciousness toward our broth
ers. The obligation of this priesthood of the 
believer is a ministry of intercession. If we 
confess sins to one another and hear one 
another’s confessions, then we are obliged 
also to pray for one another in our tempta
tion. Thus, our relationships together are to 
be a reflection of the abiding concern of 
the Heavenly Father who waits for His 
wayward children.
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UNIFORM SERIES
Lesson for Sunday, January 15

Standing the test
By Thomas G. Smothers 

Chairman of Department of Religion and Philosophy 
Union University, Jackson, TN 38301

Basic Passage: Daniel 1
Focal Passages: Daniel 1:3-5, 8-17

The book of Daniel is the apocalypse of 
the Old Testament, and as such it is en
couragement literature. The first part of the 
book consists of biographical material on 
Daniel in which he is presented as an out
standing example of a pious young man 
who successfully stood for Godly principles. 
The people of God in every age have found 
Ue J^pok of Daniel speaking to their im- 
wKiBe need for encouragement in times 
qMesting.

Imf Daniel 1:1-4
waniel lived in a time of religious and 

p epical turmoil. Nebuchadnezzar had be- 
c«p king of Babylon in 605 B.C. In battles 
aBLirchemish and Hamath he succeeded 
^Breaking the military power of Egypt. 
Ws meant that all of Syria and Palestine 
nmv belonged to the Babylonians, and 
Jehoikim, king of Judah, was forced to 
pay tribute and to become a vassal of 
Nebuchadnezzar. In addition to some of the 

( sacred vessels from the Temple, Jehoikim 
was required to send hostages from among 
the royalty and nobility to Babylon. This is 
the way in which Daniel and his friends 
came to Babylon.

It was a common practice in those days 
for kings to choose the most capable persons 
from among captive peoples to serve at the 
court. Daniel and his three companions 
were among those from Judah to be selected 
for training in the language and literature 
of the Babylonians. Their education was to 
last for three years, at the end of which time 
they were to “stand before the king,” that 
is, enter his service at the court (1:6). These 
youths from Judah are described as without 
physical blemish, handsome, and with all the 
ability to serve at court.

Daniel 1:5-8
Daniel and his friends were no doubt 

excited by the possibilities of this new life 
in an exotic place. However, they soon 
realized that there were dangers and tempta
tions as well. Their period of education was 
designed to “Babylonianize” them, to wear 
away the sharp edge of their faith. The 
dangers are illustrated by the Babylonian 
names given to the young men and by the 
“rich food” of the king.

In Biblical days names were intended to 
be a summary of a person’s character, at 
least ideally. Most names were theophoric, 
that is, they included the name of the deity 
whom the person worshipped. Daniel’s name 

Thursday, January 12, 1978

meant: “God is (my) Judge.” Hananiah’s 
name meant: “Yah(weh) is gracious,” while 
Azariah’s name meant: “Yah(weh) has 
helped.” Mishael’s name was a question: 
“Who is what God is?” This required the 
answer: “no one,” because God is unique.

These young men were given Babylonian 
names to reflect their expected conversion 
to Babylonian religion. Their new names 
honored Babylonian gods. But Daniel was 
determined not to live up to the implications 
of his new name. By word and deed he 
remained faithful to the God of Israel in a 
foreign land.

Since it was customary for a king to 
supply the needs of those who served 
him, there is little reason to suspect that 
Nebuchadnezzar was trying to compromise 
the religious commitment of Daniel and his 
friends by offering them food from his table. 
However, the king’s generosity did not close 
Daniel’s eyes to the dangers of sharing the 
“delicacies” of the royal table. In the first 
place, Daniel was sure that the food would 
include items not permitted by Biblical law. 
In 1:8 we read that Daniel resolved (literal
ly, he set his mind) not to defile himself by 
eating unlawful food. This was a matter of 
conscience and self-discipline born of a 
desire to be found faithful to God’s expec
tations.

In the second place, Daniel knew that it 
was the custom to offer a portion of the 
kings food as a thank-offering to the god of 
the nation. Daniel had no wish to associate 
himself with pagan religious practices. Even 
if the food had been acceptable by Scriptural 
standards, it would still have been food 
offered to idols. Compare the statement of 
the Apostle Paul in I Corinthians 8 on the 
danger in eating food offered to idols.

Daniel 1:9-20
Daniel asked the chief of eunuchs to 

permit him not to defile himself with the 
king’s food. The official feared that the king

FIBERGLASS
• STEEPLES
• WALL CROSSES
• STAINED FIBERGLASS WINDOWS
• BAPTISTRIES
• BAPTISTRY 

HEATERS

Writ# for free 
color brochure.

A/C 214 657-6524 Box 931 Henderson, Texas 75652 

would execute him if the young men lost 
their strength through improper diet. But 
God gave Daniel favor in the sight of the 
officials. Daniel and his three companions 
were permitted to eat vegetables and drink 
water for a trial period of ten days. The 
results were astounding. These young men 
were in better physical condition than those 
who had eaten the rich food.

God blessed the faithfulness of these 
young men by giving them the gift of 
wisdom, and Nebuchadnezzar found that 
they were ten times more capable than his 
magicians. God blesses those in any age 
who stand resolutely for those convictions 
which bring honor to His name.

Conclusion
When a person becomes a Christian, he 

commits himself to a life-style which is 
designed to honor Christ. This unusual life
style includes taking public stands for what 
is right and just. Today many Christians 
wonder how they can act like Christians and 
not be thought strange. The truth is that 
there is nothing quite so unusual as a 
dedicated Christian, because his values and 
standards bear little resemblance to those 
of the secular society in which he lives. 
Christians need to encourage one another 
to stand firm for what they believe, and 
above all Christians need to study the Scrip
tures to find encouragement in times of 
testing. “Dare to be a Daniel” is still a 
good watchword.
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New 'church' sects draw confused youth
By George Sheridan

ATLANTA—Twenty-one-year-old Emily 
was searching for people who “made God a 
dynamic part of their lives.”

She thought she found them in 1974 
when she joined the Unification Church. 
Moving into a Charlotte, N.C., church cen
ter, Emily sold flowers from early morning 
until past midnight, raising about $200 • a 
day. When she failed to meet her $200 
quota, she would be humiliated by leaders 
who made her feel she was disappointing 
God and denying people “the blessing of 
giving.”

After more than a year and a half, Emily 
went to Washington, D.C., to participate 
in the church’s Bicentennial rally at the 
Washington Monument. There Emily met 
an old friend who urged her to visit her 
mother. The church gave Emily permis
sion—a turning point in her religious pil
grimage. Emily’s mother arranged for a 
former member of the church to “depro
gram” her. Emily resisted at first but then 
she “put the whole situation in God’s 
hands.”

Emily left the church in 1976.
Her experience with the Unification 

Church was much like those of many young 
persons dealing with the more than 1,300 
new religions that emerged in the U. S. since 
1965. These sects, ranging from Oriental 
philosophy to “Jesus people,” have been 
the principle feature of a decade of reli
gious resurgence in the U. S.

In addition to the Unification Church, 
they include Hare Krishna movement, the 
Church of Scientology, the Holy Order of
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Mans, The Way, the Divine Light Mission, 
and followers of various gurus, meditation 
forms, and even diets.

The groups surviving into the late 70’s 
are generally small. The Unification Church 
numbers only about 3,000 core members. 
But hard-core, primarily young adherents 
make them more than “a transitory cultural 
aberration,” says Jacob Neddleman, profes
sor at San Francisco State University.

They are, instead, Neddleman says, “a 
central feature of the profound change 
through which America is passing.”

The sects are also gaining financial sta
bility. Several own vast tracts of real estate 
and major interests in financial and health 
institutions.

The Church of Scientology, one of the 
older “new” sects, was founded in 1954 by 
Ron L. Hubbard, a former Hollywood 
movie director and writer of sience fiction. 
His religion is based on the assumption that 
humanity is basically good and seeks to 
survive, but is burdened with a painful past 
and by sins.

Hubbard left directorship of the church 
in 1966 but continues involvement in church 
operations and receives a large income from 
it. In May 1977, the Church of Scientology 
claimed worldwide membership of 5.1- 
million.

Last year representatives of the Divine 
Light Mission of child guru Maharaj Ji re
ported dramatic changes in philosophy and 
organization. The guru’s extravagant trap
pings were largely eliminated; his dictatorial 
leadership status revised. Devotees no longer 
kiss his feet; the concept of him as God 
incarnate and perfect master is fading.

Recently the mission closed its health 
clinics and businesses except for a food 
cooperative in Denver, location of its head
quarters. Its 1976 reports indicate some 300 
persons live in DLM “ashrams.” Monthly 
income, through gifts and earnings, totaled 
$315,000, up from $200,000 the previous 
year.

With headquarters on a farm in New 
Knowville, Ind., The Way Biblical Research 
Center was started in 1953 by director Paul 
Wierville. It came of age with the Jesus 
Movement in the early ’70’s.

The Way sends out “Word over the 
World” ambassadors to the United States 
and other countries. Ambassadors practice 
healing and speaking in tongues. They
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charge for classes, sell books and tapes. 
Wierville denies the deity of Jesus.

The communal Children of God also arose 
with the Jesus Movement. While the sect 
seems to have faded in this country, “colo
nies” exist in many other countries.

Anyone can join the International Society 
for Krishna Consciousness in three imme
diate steps: chant the “maha-mantra”; ob
serve the society’s strictures against meat- 
eating, gambling, illicit sex, and ingesting 
intoxicating substances (including drugs, al
cohol, coffee, and tobacco); and dedicate 
one’s life to Krishna.

Between 3, and 5,000 perLUI
sons live in the 30 Hare Krishna 
temples in the United States 
according to the New York 
temple public relations director. 
Perhaps three times that number 
attend the temple on weekends 
but are not full-fledged devotees.

Moon founded the Holy Spirit 
Association for the Unification 
of the World Christianity—the 
Unification Church in Korea in 
1954 and brought it to America 
in the early 70’s. The church’s 
guidebook is a “revelation given 
by God to Sun Myung Moon.” 
The church claims centers in 120 
American cities.

Why are so many young per
sons attracted to these new re
ligions?

Of several hundred Unifica
tion members surveyed by J. 
Stillson Judah, professor in the 
Graduate Theological Center in 
Berkeley, Calif., half were be
tween age 22 and 26 when they 
joined the Unification Church. 
Most were college dropouts.

Fifty-two percent said their parents were 
regular church goers; 29 percent considered 
themselves Christian before joining. But few 
saw themselves as strong or active Christians. 
More than a third had used hard drugs;
16.5 percent had arrest records, mainly for 
drug offenses. Before joining the Unification 
Church, 42.5 percent said they had opposed 
authority. Almost all approve authority now.

Many see the new sects as attracting de
pendent minds which don’t know how to 
think for themselves. “After you become a 
member,” claims one critic, “there is no 
more thought, only recall.”

Emily Hill, herself deprogrammed, feels 
she was susceptible to recruitment because 
she wanted to be an active part of the 
Christian movement but found many Chris
tians weak in their committments.

Until Christian churches provide a com
parable sense of community and purpose, 
Hill says, they will continue to lose many 
young people to “the new sects.” (BP)
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