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Evangelism meeting looks 
at witnessing, outreach

By Bobbie Durham

Threats of heavy snow, sleet, and haz
ardous driving conditions early last week 
prevented many Tennessee Baptists from 
attending the 1978 State Evangelism Con
ference in Nashville. But at least 650 per
sons braved the elements to participate in 
the two days of preaching, testimonies, and 
musical affirmations at Belmont Heights 
Church.

Snow began falling in Nashville during 
the Tennessee Baptist Evangelists’ meeting, 
prior to the Evangelism Conference’s open
ing session on Monday afternoon. Mal
colm McDow, state evangelism director, and 
Robert Norman, pastor of the host church, 
greeted the scant crowd at the first session.

CHAFIN—The pastor of South Main 
Churchy Houston, Tex., Kenneth Chafin, told 
the Evangelism Conference that Baptists aim 
too low “by defining goals and performance 
as identical.**

The theme of the conference was “Let the 
Church Reach Out.”

Speakers came from Texas, California, 
Virginia, Georgia, Tennessee, and New 
Zealand to proclaim to the pastors, denomi
national workers, and laymen that Southern 
Baptists have taken the gospel, have heard 
it, read it, preached it, and made slogans 
out of it—but have not believed it to the 
point of practicing it. “The gospel did not 
first burst forth for Southern Baptists,” R. 
Keith Parks, director, mission support divi
sion, Foreign Mission Board, Richmond, 
Va., said. “It is for all people—people who 
do not need an ethical creed nor a religion 
—but who need a person worth sacrificing 
their lives for.”

Challenge must be accepted
William J. Tanner, executive director

treasurer, Home Mission Board, Atlanta, 
Ga., expressed the conviction that if South
ern Baptists do not accept the challenge of 
presenting the gospel, God would be capable 
if reaching out, taking the torch from our 
denomination, and handing it to someone 
else. “We are not owners of the gospel,” he 
charged. “We are trustees. We do not 
possess it. Our responsibility as trustees is 
to share the good news,” he challenged.

Explaining briefly the plan of Mission 
Service Corps through the Home and For
eign Mission Board, Tanner said that with 
the program, it is hoped that at least 5,000 
persons will be added to our mission witness 
by 1982. He warned those in attendance of 
“policing our hearts against the invasion if 
the will of God in our lives.”

Parks added the belief that “God is bring
ing together all of the necessary ingredients 
to generate revival among all the peoples 
of the earth.” He added, however, that “we 
cannot be evangelistic anywhere else unless 
we are evangelistic where we are now.”

Speaking at three of the sessions, Ken
neth Chafin, pastor, South Main Church, 
Houston, focussed his remarks on the quali
ties of evangelistic leaders, the ministry to

COFFEE—One of the most popular speak
ers at last week’s State Evangelism Confer
ence in Nashville was James O. Coffee, pas
tor of Community Church, Santa Rosa, 
Calif.

persons as a foundation for witnessing, and 
guidelines for successful outreach.

Leadership qualities stated
He outlined the ideals of leadership to 

include a liberated person, with the church 
serving as the liberating agent; a person who 
is willing to be a servant; a person with 
clear goal; a person who is adaptable; and 
a person with discipline.

Referring to freedom from damaging 
pressure, the south Texas pastor said that 
most pressure which is put on an evangelist 
is the pressure of what their peers will think 
of them. Adding to the quality of establish
ing clear goals, he said that we define our 
goals and performances as being identical. 
“We aim too low. Our goals seem to be

(Continued on page 4)



SBC president, HMB leaders talk 
with American Indian officials

ALBUQUERQUE, N.M.—In their first 
meeting ever, the president of the Southern 
Baptist Convention and American Indian 
tribal leaders discussed ways the newly 
established Mission Service Corps can assist 
American Indians.

Jimmy Allen, SBC president and pastor 
of the First Church, San Antonio, Tex., said 
the meeting was an “exploration of ways in 
which volunteers—particularly through the 
Mission Service Corps—can be of service on 
Indian reservations.”

The Mission Service Corps is a plan de
signed to put 5,000 full-time volunteers on 
mission fields at home and abroad by 1982. 
It was adopted by messengers at the 1977 
annual meeting of the 13-million member 
denomination in Kansas City, Mo.

“One of the very important things we 
told them in our meeting is that we are 
looking for realistic ways to serve,” Allen 
said. “We do not want to over-promise and 
under-produce.”

Allen said Indian problems and options 
for volunteer assistance were discussed, “in
cluding use of agronomists to help with 
range problems, business people to help in 
those areas and medical personnel to work 
in remote areas of the reservations.”

Meeting with Allen were Peter McDon
ald, president of the Navajo Indian Na
tion; Wendell Chino, president of the Mes
calero Apache Indian tribe; and Frank 
Tenero, chairman of the AU-Indian Pueb
lo Council.

Representing the SBC were Oscar Ro
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mo, director of the department of language 
missions at the Southern Baptist Home 
Mission Board; David Bunch, HMB direc
tor of Mission Service Corp coordination; 
and Frank Belvin of Okmulgee, Okla., 
consultant on Indian affairs for the HMB.

“This initial meeting was exploratory,” 
said Allen. “The Indian leaders had never 
sat down with an SBC president and other 
leaders before. The response was very 
warm.

“We feel it opened the door for South
ern Baptists to share their lives and con
cern for Indian people. We were asking 
for an opportunity to walk alongside them.”

Allen specified no commitments were 
made, but added, “they have an openness 
to further exploration. We are now in the 
process of following up . . . asking for 
meetings to discuss this is detail.”

The meeting was arranged by David 
King, a member of First Baptist Church of 
Morarity, and the SBC Christian Life Com
mission. He also arranged a breakfast meet
ing between Tribal leaders and Vice Presi
dent Walter Mondale on the same day 
SBC leaders met with them. (BP)

Seminary Extension courses 
approved for college credit

NASHVILLE—Fourteen courses offered 
by the Southern Baptist Seminary Extension 
Department’s Home Study Institute have 
been evaluated to be worth at least three 
semester hours of college credit each when 
applied on a college degree program.

The evaluation was conducted by the 
American Council on Education’s Office on 
Educational Credit under a program insti
tuted late in 1977. Results of the evaluation 
will be published in the next issue of the 
OEC Newsletter distributed to 23,000 edu
cators and policy makers in postsecondary 
education.

“The effect of the evaluation will be to 
assist Seminary Extension students who wish 
to transfer their course work toward a 
degree at a college or university,” said 
Raymond M. Rigdon, director of the Semi
nary Extension Department. “While the 
American Council on Education study is 
presented only as a recommendation, it 
should provide assistance to registrars and 
others seeking to evaluate a student’s work 
completed with the Home Study Institute,” 
Rigdon said.

In the past, most students seeking to trans
fer Seminary Extension courses to degree

WILLS EMPHASIS—Baptists and their 
churches throughout Tennessee will observe 
Make Your Will Month during January. 
The event is an annual emphasis promoted 
by the Tennessee Baptist Foundation.

programs have received only one hour of 
credit per course completed. As a result of 
the ACE recommendation, students in the 
future may receive three hours of credit per 
course.

Courses submitted for evaluation by the 
ACE were among the most popular offered 
in Seminary Extension’s College-level cur
riculum series. Thirty-nine college-level 
courses arc listed in the current Seminary 
Extension catalog, along with 14 basic 
(easy-to-read) series courses. Seminary Ex
tension is a department of the six theologi
cal seminaries of the Southern Baptist Con
vention.

Although the ACE project applies to 
home study (correspondence) courses only, 
the Seminary Extension courses involved are 
used both in home study and in study in 
Seminary Extension centers. Teachers in 
centers must hold a master’s degree or its 
equivalent and must be certified by the 
Seminary Extension Department.

The American Council on Education is 
nationally recognized as a major coordinat
ing body for postsecondary education. Com
posed of national and regional educational 

(Continued on page 10)
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EVANGELISTS’ OFFICERS—Re-elected as officers of the Tennessee Conference of 
SBC Evangelists at last week’s meeting were (from left) Jeff Brooks, president; Benny 
Jackson, vice-president; and James Graves, music advisor.

Evangelists hear McDow, Floyd 
discuss prayer at conference

By Eura Lannom

The Tennessee Conference of Southern 
Baptists Evangelists held their fourth annual 
meeting on Monday of last week at Belmont 
Heights Church, Nashville, prior to the 
opening of the State Evangelism Conference.

The evangelists heard two speakers dis
cuss the importance of prayer.

Malcolm McDow, new director of evan
gelism for the Tennessee Baptist Convention, 
warned that we do not spend enough time 
in intercessory prayer. “Prayer is not getting 
God in a position to bless us, but getting us 
in a position to bless God,” McDow said.

He cautioned that if God has to go 
around you, you are not in His Will.

Frank Floyd of Knoxville told the group 
that if they would put themselves where 
God wants them, He would use them. He 
mentioned the difficulties we have today 
and our powerlessness to do the work of 
the Lord. This is because of the presence 
of Satan. The church is confronted with 
powerlessness and cannot explain why. “It 
is time for us to get concerned,” Floyd 
stated.

He pointed out that there were those 
who are sad and disappointed every time 
we preach, and they go away disappointed 
because we do not reach them. Floyd cited 
a spirit of independence and the lack of 
discipline in the lives of pastors.

“We have a backlog of sermons, and we 
are going about our work without the Lord. 
Your primary task is to preach God’s Word. 
God will not bless inconsistency in our 
lives,” Floyd reminded.

He urged the pastors present to take time 
to be alone with God for prayer and the 
study of God’s Word.
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The concluding message was by president 
Jeff Brooks of Knoxville who reminded the 
evangelists and some pastors that “you and 
I are Jesus’ disciples. He speaks to us as He 
did to His twelve disciples. The only audible 
voice He has is your voice and mine.”

James Graves, Knoxville, led the congre
gational singing and also presented special 
music.

In a luncheon meeting at Belmont Col
lege following the meeting, the evangelists 
re-elected president Brooks; vice-president 
Benny Jackson of Memphis; and music di
rector James R. Graves of Knoxville. The 
group discussed the need for more than the 
annual meeting held each January.

Nationals, missionaries 
cooperate in Indonesia

SEMARANG, Indonesia—After more 
than six years of strained relations, Indo
nesian Baptists and Southern Baptist mis
sionaries are experiencing a renewed spirit 
of cooperation and are making strides to
ward better working relationships.

Decisions made at the Association of 
Indonesian Baptist Churches’ triennial 
congress, held in late 1977, herald what 
the newly-elected chairman of the associa
tion calls “a new day.”

“We are laying here new foundations,” 
said Pak Wim Theorupun, the Baptist lay
man and federal attorney from eastern In
donesia who was elected chairman of the 
association. “We will forget the past and

(Continued on page 7)

SBTS sets seminar 
on 'participation7

LOUISVILLE, Ky.—Two faculty mem
bers at Southern Baptist Theological Semi
nary here are experimenting with a new ap
proach to an old problem.

The old problem is widespread non-in- 
volvement of church members in business 
meetings, committee assignments, and other 
church activities.

The new approach is “participation-train
ing.”

Seminary professors F. Russell Bennett 
and Lucien Coleman will conduct a work
shop Mar. 13-16 at the seminary on the 
approach, described as, “an experience-based 
strategy for developing participation skills.”

Coleman indicates that church members 
do not take part in some activities because 
they lack the skill to do so.

“Church leaders,” he says, “just assume 
that people in their congregations have a 
natural ability to function in the church’s 
social system. But effective participation in 
decision-making processes, study programs, 
and committee work requires communica
tion skills which must be learned. And they 
can best be learned through practice in a 
laboratory setting.”

The March workshop, for pastors, min
isters of education, and other church lead
ers, will emphasize development of partici
pation skills through simulation techniques 
and other experimental learning methods.

Tennessee Baptists earn 
church training awards

Tennessee Baptists earned four awards 
for achievements in church training at the 
recent state directors’ meeting in Nashville, 
according to Johnnie Hall, Tennessee direc
tor.

Recognition was made by the church 
training department of the Baptist Sunday 
School Board for the top number of in
crease in enrollment for 1975-76; the top 
attendance at Ridgecrest conference center 
in 1977; the top number of study course 
awards earned in 1976-77; and the larg
est number of persons enrolled during the 
100,000 campaign of January, February, 
and March of 1977.

Tennessee Baptists enrolled 4,012 per
sons during the 100,000 campaign, Hall 
stated. The enrollment increase for 1975- 
76 in the Volunteer state was 1,520.

Attendance at Ridgecrest was 305, and 
480 study course awards wete earned dur
ing 1976-77.

Hall commended the efforts of the as
sociations throughout the state in main
taining and improving their church train
ing programs while several other state con
ventions have shown decreases in enroll
ment.
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Evangelism meeting
(Contined from page 1)

DRUMWRIGHT—Southwestern seminary 
professor Huber Drumwright brought the 
Bible studies at the State Evangelism Con
ference, using character studies of lesser- 
known individuals.

whatever we are doing at the moment,” he 
surmised.

The former seminary professor and HMB 
evangelism director reminded the attenders 
that love, expressed through a church, may 
be a self-giving love focused on one an
other, a love focused on the needs of special 
groups, and a love focused on needs that 
are seen around those who witness.

By acting out this love, the church is 
made stronger, he said. “When we get in
volved the church becomes a more attractive 
place to serious Christians; it is given the 
chance to act out the gospel which it 
preaches and teaches; it creates a climate for 
reception in the community; it creates a 
point of contact; and it pleases the Lord 
Jesus.”

May miss potential
In his closing message, Chafin said that 

the great potential of our denomination is 
not in our seminaries. “The great potential 

if our denomination lies in the laity of our 
churches who will get up and go to work 
in the morning.” He urged the pastors first 
not to underestimate the laity, and second, 
not to underestimate themselves. “So many 
preachers I know are either looking at 
where they have been or where they are 
going, that they miss the potential of where 
they are now,” he concluded.

James Coffee, pastor, Community Church, 
Santa Rosa, Calif., said that if the Spirit 
of God is in a church the church cannot 
fail; but also that if the Spirit of God is in 
a church, that church cannot be quiet. He 
stressed that a church needs to become a 
a home, not a house. He spoke also in the 
eternal existence of the church, using the 
illustration of the church sailing through the 
centuries of life, picking up passengers along 
the way.

At the closing session, he said that the 
church God can honor is a praying church, 
a witnessing church, and a church which 
magnifies the preaching of the gospel.

Adding an adjunct to messages on wit
nessing, Bruce Stewart, pastor, Howick Bap
tist Church, Howick, New Zealand, said that 
it is a miracle to see a soul come to Christ, 
“but it is an even greater miracle to see a 
saved soul grow for Christ.” He added 
that the church needs to be making a defi
nite effort to develop depth, a strong root 
system, and an atmosphere where persons 
can learn to grow.

McDow, in his first message to the 
evangelism conference as state director, said 
that many times in evangelism we plan for 
failures and are surprised by successes.

“As Southern Baptists, we cannot rest on 
our past victories, we cannot become re
cluses in our own palaces, and we cannot 
hold our peace to save our reputation,” he 
said. “If we do these things, we will not go 
unscathed. God does not need the Southern 
Baptist Convention—but the SBC does need 
God.”

Involve entire church
Ralph Norton, executive secretary-treas

urer, TBC, summed up the declarations of 
several of the speakers when he said that 
Tennessee and Southern Baptists must in
volve the whole church in our mission, must 
proclaim the whole gospel, and must pene
trate the whole world. “You and I are in 
the world right where we are,” he charged. 
“We must penetrate the world by beginning 
where we are. God help us if we talk about 
the world and forget about the community 
around us.”

Bible studies throughout the conference 
were delivered by Huber L. Drumwright,

Japan earthquake 
damages assembly

SHIZUOKA, Japan—Amagi Sanso, the 
Japan Baptist assembly grounds located here 
on the Izu Peninsula just south of Tokyo, 
suffered damage in an earthquake which hit 
Japan about noon Jan. 14.

No deaths or injuries were reported at 
the assembly, according to Mrs. Charles L. 
Whaley, Southern Baptist missionary press 
representative. The staff had just begun 
celebrating a three-day national holiday, and 
there was no conference in session at the 
time.

Damage to buildings is estimated at 
$25,630, according to Shigeyoshi Suzuki, 
treasurer of the Japan Baptist Convention. 
But total loss will be thousands of dollars 
higher because of income lost due to future 
cancellations.

Hiroshi Yoshioka, manager of Amagi, 
says that the tile roof over the small chapel 
fell, walls crumbled, and windows, dishes 
and kitchen equipment were broken.

Amagi has been in operation since the 
mid-1950s and is “one of the finest retreat 
centers in Japan,” according to George H. 
Hays, East Asia secretary for the Southern 
Baptist Foreign Mission Board. The center 
is owned and operated by the Japan Baptist 
Convention.

It was reported that the earthquake, which 
registered seven on the Richter scale, shook 
the entire chain of Japanese islands and 
was followed by more than 100 tremors 
of diminishing magnitude. These were ex
pected to continue for about two weeks. 
(BP) 

dean of the school of theology, South
western Baptist Theological Seminary, Fort 
Worth.

Drumwright concentrated his remarks 
during the five studies on his book, 
Saints Alive, which deals with little known 
people in the New Testament. He covered 
the faithfulness of Phobe, the gift of en
couragement possessed by Barnabas, the 
teamwork of Priscilla and Aquilla, the har
mony and unity of the yokefellow in the 
church at Phillipi, and the earnestness and 
spirit of Phillip.

Ruben J. Canas, missions department, 
TBC; Jeff Brooks, Knoxville; Archie King, 
state Brotherhood director, Brentwood; and 
C. E. Deskins, Kingsport, delivered testi
monies before the group.

Music for the program was arranged by 
Frank Charton, state music director. Par
ticipating in special music were Fes Robert
son, Baptist Sunday School Board; Bill and 
Linda Cates, Jeanine Walker, and David 
Ford, all of Nashville; Stuart Terry, Bel
mont College; and the Tennessee Baptist 
Chorale.
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Our People and Our Churches

LEADERSHIP...
Calvary Church, Nashville, called Steve 

Steinmann as music director. He is a 
sophomore at Belmont College.

Warren Rose resigned as pastor of 
Natchez Trace Church, Carroll-Benton As
sociation. He plans to enroll at Southern 
Baptist Theological Seminary.

Lawton Neely, minister of music and 
youth at Fayetteville First Church, resigned 
to accept the call of Parkwood Church, 
Gastonia, N.C. He will serve as that church’s 
minister of music.

n resigned as minister of youth
at Brentwood Church, Brentwood. Bin
Wilson is pastor.

Robert Johnson resigned as pastor of 
Saturn Drive Church, Nashville. The resig
nation is effective Jan. 29. He has led the 
Nashville congregation for over three years 
and was a minister of music, youth, and 
education, before becoming a pastor.

Derrell Billingsley, music editor with the 
Baptist Sunday School Board, is serving 
as interim minister of music at Eastland 
Church, Nashville. He was minister of music 
at Columbia First Church before coming 
to his present position. J. L. Ford is pastor.

Columbia First Church called Fred L. 
Kelly as interim minister of music. Kelly is 
adult consultant, church music department, 
Baptist Sunday School Board. He is a 
graduate of Westminister Choir College, 
Princeton, N.J., and was minister of music 
in Winston-Salem, N.C. for 12 years. Harold 
Smith is pastor of the Columbia church.

Glenn Cavin resigned as pastor of New 
Shepherd Hill Church, Hamilton County 
Association, to accept the call to Popular 
Springs Church, Ringgold, Ga.

Ray Snider resigned as music and youth 
director at Kensington Church, Memphis, to 
accept the call of Sherwood (Ark.) First 
Church.

Earl Hopson is serving as interim pastor 
at Roan Hill Church, Holston Association. 
He was pastor of the church, located in 
Johnson City, from 1950-60.

Maurice Keathley is the new music di
rector at National Avenue Church, Mem
phis.

Steve Kincaid is serving as music and 
youth director at Trezevant First Church.

Second Church, Greeneville, called 
Christie Gambrell as program planner and 
coordinator. A graduate of Carson-Newman 
College, she has taught school in Kingsport 
and Greeneville.

Mike Bryant is the new minister of music 
at Second Church, Greeneville. A Johnson 
City native, Bryant is a graduate of East 
Tennessee State University with a B.S. 
degree in music education. Timothy Alex
ander is pastor at Second Church.

Brentwood Church, Brentwood, called 
Harvey Brown as interim minister of edu
cation. He is a member of the Brentwood 
Church and is serving as church training 
director. Bill Wilson is pastor.

PEOPLE...
Eugene Scarbrough was licensed to the 

gospel ministry by Carroll Hollow Church, 
Clinton Association. Bill Tackett is pastor.

Two Rivers Church, Nashville, ordained 
Johnnie Arrowood, Bob Massey, Don 
Northern, Bob Sessoms, Joe Bingham, Tom 
Owen, Malcolm Kassell, and Larry Dilling
ham as deacons earlier this month. Associ
ate pastor Ferris Jordan delivered the ordi
nation sermon.

Hillcrest Church, Nashville, ordained 
George Ingram and Jerry Clements as dea
cons. W. A. Walker, retired missions direc
tor, gave the charge to the church. Pastor 
Jim Growden delivered the charge to the 
deacons.

Mr. and Mrs. David J. Capps were hon
ored on the occasion of their 50th wedding 
anniversary on Jan. 8. They have both been 
very active members of Union City First 
Church, according to pastor W. Fred 
Kendall H.

Woodbury First Church ordained Darrell 
Goins as a deacon. Bobby Zumbro is pastor 
at Woodbury.

Friendsville First Church ordained Gerry 
Hayes as a deacon. J. Fred Sentell led in the 
examination, and Melvin McClellon led in 
the ordination prayer. Pastor Fred Garner 
delivered the charges to the church and to 
the candidate.

REVIVALS...
Old Friendship Church, Finger, had three 

persons saved earlier this month, according 
to Mrs. Frank Naylor, the church’s clerk.

McMillan

Burl McMillan appointed 
superintendent by TBCH

The executive committee of the Tennessee 
Baptist Children’s Homes Inc. has named 
Burl McMillan, pastor, Ooltewah First 
Church, as a superin
tendent.

McMillan will lead 
the work at the Chat
tanooga home; and 
Douglas Hooker, who 
has served as Chatta
nooga superintendent 
for the past six years, 
will serve as superin
tendent of the Frank
lin home, according 
to E. B. Bowen, execu
tive director-treasurer, 
TBCH.

Robert Nelson, superintendent of the 
Franklin home for the past seven years, re
signed recently.

McMillan, a native of Blount County, is 
a graduate of Carson-Newman College and 
earned the master of divinity degree from 
Southern Baptist Theological Seminary. He 
participated in special studies in counseling 
at Southwestern Baptist Theological Semi
nary. He has served on the Board of Trustees 
for the Children’s Home for the past seven 
years and was elected as its chairman in 
1976. He has led the Ooltewah congregation 
for 15 years and is also presently serving as 
moderator for Hamilton County Association.

Prior to coming to Tennessee, he served 
as a pastor in Alabama and was on that 
state convention’s executive board.

Ray Rust named president 
of S. C. Baptist college

ANDERSON, S. C.—Ray P. Rust, execu
tive vice-president of New Orleans Baptist 
Theological Seminary, has been elected 
president of Anderson (S. C.) College, effec
tive March 1.

A native of Shreveport, La., Rust is a 
graduate of Louisiana College and New 
Orleans seminary. He was a pastor in Loui
siana until joining the New Orleans seminary 
staff in 1971 as vice president. He was act
ing president of the seminary in 1974 be
tween the presidencies of Grady Cothen and 
Landrum P. Leavell. He became executive 
vice president in 1975.

Rust succeeds Cordell Maddox as presi
dent of the South Carolina Baptist institu
tion. Maddox resigned that position to be
come president of Carson-Newman College, 
Jefferson City, in August 1976. (BP)
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Two Baptist missionaries endorse 
proposed Panama Canal treaties

WASHINGTON—Two prominent offi
cials of the Southern Baptist Foreign Mis
sion Board endorsed the Panama Canal 
treaties in separate statements released here. 
The two emphasized they were speaking as 
individuals, not on behalf of the Richmond, 
Va.-based agency.

Charles W. Bryan, Foreign Mission Board 
area secretary for Middle America and the 
Caribbean, and Ervin E. Hastey, associate 
consultant in the evangelism department, 
urged ratification of the treaties by the U.S. 
Senate. That body is expected to debate the 
treaties and vote on them within the next 
few weeks.

Bryan, a veteran missionary to three Latin 
American countries, called upon the Senate 
to “ratify the treaty without delay.” He said, 
“The decision of the Senate on the Panama 
Canal treaty will have more impact on our 
relationship with Latin America and with 
all third world powers than anything that 
will be done in the remainder of this cen
tury.

“If the Senate ratifies the treaties, they 
will be doing the right thing at the right 
time and for the right purpose. If they fail 
to do so, a wrong decision will be made that 
will bring serious consequences to our 
nation for years to come.”

ADVERTISEMENT

Don’t Blame Your Age 
For Poor Hearing.
Chicago, Ill.—A free offer of 
special interest to those who hear 
but do not understand words has 
been announced by Beltone. A 
non-operating model of the small
est Beltone aid of its kind will be 
given absolutely free to anyone 
answering this advertisement.

True, all hearing problems are 
not alike . . . and some cannot be 
helped, but many can. So, send 
for this free model now, and wear 
it in the privacy of your home. It 
is not a real hearing aid, but it 
will show you how tiny hearing 
help can be. It’s yours to keep, 
free. The actual aid weighs less 
than a third of an ounce, and it’s 
all at ear level, in one unit.

These models are free, so we 
suggest you write for yours now. 
Again, we repeat, there is no 
cost, and certainly no obligation. 
Thousands have already been 
mailed, so write today to Dept. 
4614 Beltone Electronics Corp., 
Victoria, Chicago, 60646.

Hastey, a missionary to Panama for 3 
years and to Mexico for 20 years, said the 
Senate should ratify the treaties because “It 
is the right thing to do.”

Citing the rising U.S. commitment to 
human rights overseas, he said that “it is 
only right that our government . . . correct 
an injustice done to the Panamanian people 
75 years ago.” He referred to the original 
treaty signed in 1903 by U.S. officials and a 
Frenchman, Philippe Bunau-Varilla, which 
involved Panamanians themselves “in no 
meaningful sense.”

“I am convinced that failure to ratify 
these treaties would have an adverse effect 
upon our overseas work for 10, perhaps as 
many as 25 years,” said the former president 
of the Panama Baptist Mission. “At a time 
when our missionaries all over the world are 
seeking to involve fellow national believers 
more fully in making strategy and sharing 
decision making, it is si crucial thatpiy
our government keep faith with foreign 
leaders in like manner.”

Bryan and Hastey join SBC President 
Jimmy Allen, who said in September that 
“The gospel of Christ has a stake” in the 
treaties. Allen, pastor of the First Church of 
San Antonio, declared that the canal is 
“a symbol of colonial exploitation which 
cripples our witness as American Chris
tians.”

Growing support for the treaties signed 
last fall by President Carter and Pana
manian President Omar Torrijos has come 
from all segments of the American religious 
community.

The two treaties, one governing operation 
and defense of the Panama Canal through 
1999 and the other guaranteeing the canal’s 
permanent neutrality, have become objects 
of intense political opposition by conserva
tive groups, including the right-wing Liberty 
Lobby, Young Americans for Freedom, and 
the Veterans of Foreign Wars.

Ironically, two Southern Baptist members 
of the U.S. Senate helped lead opposition to 
fellow Southern Baptist Jimmy Carter’s 
drive for ratification. Senators Strom Thur
mond (R-S.C.) and Jesse A. Helms (R-N.C.), 
two of the most conservative members of 
the body, have repeatedly denounced the 
agreements and urged their rejection. (BP)
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'Converted' camper used 
as portable classroom

DES MOINES, Iowa—When US-2 work
er Robin Bridges, assigned by the Southern 
Baptist Home Mission Board to two years 
of volunteer service in the U.S., found him
self in Des Moines, he had plenty to do, 
but nowhere to do it.

Thousands lived in three low income 
government housing projects but the only 
facilities available to begin ministries in 
those areas were beyond the finances of 
Bridges and his supporters.

Then Bridges and his supervisor Greg 
Whitetree, director of Christian social min
istries for the Iowa Southern Baptist Fellow
ship, hit on the idea of a mobile classroom.

“I found an advertisement where there 
was a 1955 Chevrolet bus for sale,” Bridges 
said. “The bus had been converted to a 
camper. When I saw it, I knew that it was 
exactly what we needed. It has a stove, a 
table and some other things, plus a big area 
in the back that can be used for classes.”

Bridges didn’t have the $700 needed to 
buy the bus so he and Mike Roberts, the 
language missions director for Iowa, took 
out a personal loan for the amount.

Bridges, Whitetree, and Roberts have 
named their project “Other Little Ships,” 
taken from Mark 4:35-36. They figure it will 
cost approximately $3,000 by the time they 
have the bus licensed and equipped just the 
way they want it, adding a folding basketball • 
goal on the back, and adding tarpaulins in 
the summer that can be unrolled from the 
top and sides to make several classrooms 
around the bus.

Bridges also hopes that the bus can be 
used as a craft center for senior adults in 
one of the housing projects. “These senior 
citizens are excited about the possibility,” 
Bridges said. “They want to participate in 
activities, but can’t because they are so far 
away. When I talked to the tenants associa
tion, the senior citizens representatives were 
excited about the possibility of pulling our 
bus up to their apartment complex and 
having a craft and activities center right 
there.”

Bridges envisions other avenues of min
istry with the bus including Sunday Schools, 
day care, Boy Scouts, Vacation Bible School, 
reading classes, friendship clubs and others.

“It’s just great,” the young missionary 
says. “We won’t have any rent. All we have 
to do is pull into one of these areas, and I 
have already talked to the residents and 
they are really excited.” (BP)

BAPTIST AND REFLECTOR
brings you news first
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High court to rule on station's right 
to use some obscene words on radio

WASHINGTON — The U.S. Supreme 
Court will decide whether seven four-letter 
words are indecent and can be banned from 
the airwaves by the Federal Communications 
Commission.

The federal agency charged with regulat
ing the broadcast media asked the justices to 
overrule a lower court decision denying 
them the right to forbid the broadcasting 
of the seven words, all of which describe 
sexual and excretory organs and activities. 
A section of the federal communications 
act forbids “obscene, indecent, or profane 
language.”

The FCC action was aimed at radio 
station WB AI of New York City for airing 
a 12-minute segment of an album by 
comedian George Carlin which consisted 
almost entirely of the repeated use of the 
seven words. The complaint was lodged by a 
father who had heard the program while 
driving in his car with his 12-year-old son.

At the heart of the FCC’s position is the 
view that broadcasting is basically different 
from other communications media. Among 
broadcasting’s distinguishing characteristics, 
FCC attorneys argued, are children’s “easy 
access” to and “unsupervised use” of radios. 
The FCC is also concerned about the loca
tion of radios in the home, “a place where 
an individual’s privacy interest is entitled to 
particular deference.”

Finally, the FCC attorneys maintain that 
the agency action banning the obscene 
words “was justified by its statutory obliga
tion to promote the larger and more effec
tive use of radio in the public interest.”

Nationals, missionaries
(Continued from page 3)

the negative factors of it. We will show In
donesia what Baptists can do, led of God, 
in unity.”

The rupture in relationships began in 
1971 after the Indonesian Baptist Mission, 
the organization of Southern Baptist mis
sionaries, voted to phase out direct finan
cial aid to Indonesian churches and to shift 
from residential theological training on the 
seminary campus in Semarang to an ex
tension program.

The Mission moved from training in a 
residential seminary to a type of training 
(theological education by extension) which 
had the potential of providing many local 
leaders by training them where they lived. 
This change in emphasis was designed to 
accompany the development of large num
bers of small rural churches.

But a lack of understanding resulted, 
and relations with Indonesian church lead
ers gradually worsened until in 1975 the 
executive committee of the union voted to 
“freeze” all cooperation with the mis
sion. (BP)

Attorneys for the radio station, on the 
other hand, argued that the FCC order was 
“overbroad” and “vague” and violated the 
no-censorship requirement of another sec
tion of the law.

That was the view of the Court of Ap
peals for the District of Columbia, which 
ruled last March that the order amounted 
to “censorship, regardless of what the com
mission chooses to call it.”

In other actions, the high court declined 
to review the conviction of a Webb County, 
Texas man convicted of sexually molesting a 
six-year-old girl in 1974 and it refused to 
review challenges to California’s ban on 
nude dancers performing closer than six 
feet from customers at establishments with 
state liquor licenses. (BP)

India hospital expands 
ministry into villages

BANGALORE, India—The community 
health division of the Bangalore Baptist 
Hospital has expanded its work into six 
more villages.

The project, formally organized in 1975, 
now sends community health teams regu
larly into eight villages.

Team members help to provide a com
prehensive program that includes minimal 
medical care, school health, nurtition re
habilitation and information, family plan
ning, immunization, sanitation, and efforts 
to improve the economy. Village health 
workers also will be trained.

All team members openly share their 
faith in Jesus Christ, according to Rebekah 
A. Naylor, Southern Baptist missionary 
physician and press representative. “Expan
sion of the project has opened new doors 
for sharing the gospel message,” she re
ported.

Naylor said that 80 percent of the people 
live in villages while medical care in India 
is concentrated in urban areas. “The needs 
of India’s rural population are immense,” 
Naylor said. “Health education at all levels 
is an essential part of the program.”
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School children targets 
for animal painkiller

MDA . . . DMT . . . LDS . . . THC—and 
now PCP. As each ominous alphabetical 
trinity representing an unpronounceable and 
potentially harmful drug has reached public 
awareness, adults who fear for children have 
responded with a warning cry of “Wolf!” 
With the advent of PCP, the wolf has 
indisputably arrived, experts on drugs agree.

The painkiller originally developed for 
use on animals is being peddled to elemen
tary as well as high school children, police, 
medical and drug-use authorities report. 
Middle-class, suburban youngsters appear to 
be the target population.

PCP, short for phencyclidine, can be 
sniffed, smoked or injected. Young smokers 
call it “angel dust.” It is readied for smok
ing by mixing its powdered form with 
parsley, oregano or marijuana or spraying it 
on the same ingredients as a liquid. PCP 
produces long-lasting symptoms of psycho
sis and paranoid schizophrenia. And, yes, 
it can kill.

Of all drugs available to kids, PCP is 
most likely to be mixed with other poison
ous substances. Analysis of some samples 
has revealed the presence of Drano. The 
drug is frequently passed off as THC, the 
substance that creates the high experienced 
by pot smokers. Few buyers realize that 
THC is never sold “on the street” because it 
requires refrigeration to retain its potency.

The easy access to PCP increases its 
threat. Underground publications print its 
chemical formula. Illegal mobile “labs” turn 
out batches, sell the product to distributors 
and move on before police can catch up 
with them.

Obviously, PCP is something adults 
should know about. The severity of effects 
varies with dosage and individual, but the 
experience is always dangerous to the user.

MASTER
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EDITORIALS

Needed anti-obscenity bill faces death
In spite of a unanimous endorsement by a study committee of 

proposed legislation tightening Tennessee’s obscenity laws, 
these revisions are apparently in trouble.

A joint Special Committee on Obscenity was authorized to 
study the obvious lax laws in our state. The committee held 
hearings in Knoxville, Memphis, and Nashville. Earlier this 
month seven members of the 10-member committee met and

We commend the study committee for the strong stand it 
took on this moral issue. We would not want to believe that the
committee members were dishonest in taking one stand in
public—and then working later to discredit and to destroy their
own corHu ittee report.

We commend those concerned citizens who shared their
opinions and feelings with the study co Hill ittee on this subject.

gave their approval to the needed legislation.
Reportedly, the study committee was impressed by the heavy 

amount of mail which had been received in suport of more 
stringent laws to help control producers and peddlers of pom-

A giant step has been taken by the study committee. Letters 
and other contacts must now be shared with your state legislators. 
Urge them to support the recommendation of the Joint Special 
Committee on Obscenity.

ography.
The co Hill ittee’s report has been referred to the Judiciary

Committees in Senate and House of Representatives of the 
Tennessee General Assembly.

‘Cool’ conference
So much for the good news.
Now, it seems that these committees are under tremendous 

pressure from the obscenity dealers to let the proposed legislation 
die in the Judiciary Committees. Arguments advanced are that 
the bill is too stringent and that parts of it would be declared 
unconstitutional.

These two arguments may be valid (although we fail to see 
how you can be too harsh on filth fosterers), but surely slight 
changes could be made—rather than to scrap the total bill!
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Tennessee Baptists were “frozen” out of an outstanding State 
Evangelism Conference last week as freezing tempratures and 
precipitation in various frozen forms prohibited many from 
attending.

According to observers, the program was the best, and the 
attendance was the worst in recent years.

This is the second straight year that the weather has handi
capped attendance at the annual conference. Perhaps the use 
of this traditional mid-January date should be re-evaluated—if ‘ 
this type of horrible January weather also becomes a tradition.

In spite of the low attendance, those who did brave the icy 
roads seemed to spiritually enjoy the two-day conference. The 
speakers and musicians certainly were not detered by bad 
weather and poor attendance.

The program was planned basically by Tom Madden, director 
of convention ministries for the Tennessee Baptist Convention, 
with the finishing touches added by Malcolm McDow after he 
became director of evangelism in October. Frank Charton en
listed the musicians who assisted in bringing about a total, 
meaningful conference.

The program was well-balanced. The speakers used a variety 
of styles, but each communicated his convictions, based on his 
messages on the Bible, and expressed his own excitement with 
evangelism. Who will ever forget the enthusiasm of James Coffee, , 
the revealing Bible studies of Huber Drumwright, or the simple 
Scriptural insights of Ken Chafin? «

The music was as varied—and as inspirational—as was the ’ 
preaching.

Again this year, the people of Belmont Heights Church were 
more than gracious hosts, under difficult problems caused by the 
weather. They do such a good job each year, we may just take 
them for granted.

The 1978 State Evangelism Conference is now past. However, 
it is hoped that the challenges, the commitments, the excitement, 
and the inspiration will continue.
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Cicero’s 
comment

By the

WMU to increase mission goals

“Cicero, I am proceeding toward having 
my very own denomination,” proclaimed 
Rev. Moe Sy Aah, self-proclaimed messiah 
and Pied Piper of dissatisfied dissidents.

“What have you done thus far?,” Cicero 
inquired.

Moe Sy Aah pontificated that first his 
followers had formed a fellowship group 
which held meetings—usually in connection 
with someone else’s meeting.

“Next,” Moe mouthed, “I started my own 
newspaper, the Slanted Bias Journal, which 
started out to be a 32-page, twice-a-month 
tabloid newspaper, but has ‘grown’ into an 
eight-page, some-months, small magazine.”

My visitor added that his group had 
started their own seminary—although at 
times the seminary had declined to claim 
him!

“What about literature?,” wondered 
Cicero. “Nearly every denomination has its 
own literature.”

Moe Sy Aah announced, “We publish our 
own quarterlies—well, at least we do pub
lish the covers for the quarterlies we buy 
from someone else.”

Cicero opined that all that was left was 
starting his own mission board.

“That has been done, but thus far my 
Missionary Service hasn’t appointed any 
missionaries,” Moe sighed, “but it has pub
lished my new book.”

“Your new book?,” I responded.
“Why shouldn’t I write a book? Many 

developers of denominations wrote books— 
Joseph Smith of the Mormons, Mary Baker 
Eddy of Christian Science, Joseph Franklin 
Rutherford of Jehovah’s Witness—even God 
Himself wrote a Book!”

Cicero inquired what was in Moe’s manu
script.

“In my book I list every heretic, liberal, 
two-faced, infidel, traitor, scoundrel, and 
otherwise-not-nice person in Southern Bap
tist life.”

I asked to see a copy.
“Sorry, Cheapo Cicero. You’ll have to 

buy a copy. I didn’t write this book for fun, 
but funds. Anyway, you’re not mentioned 
in it!”

As my visitor marched out, Cicero was 
heard to mutter, “I guess I’ll never amount 
to anything. First, I was left off Nixon’s 
‘Enemies List,’ and now I didn’t even get 
called a ‘liberal’ by Moe Sy Aah!”

BIRMINGHAM—During its executive 
board meeting here, Woman’s Missionary 
Union, auxiliary to Southern Baptist Con
vention, approved organizational plans for 
1979-80, studied WMU’s role in the Bold 
Mission Thrust and North Central Missions 
Thrust emphases, and dedicated its building 
expansion.

Mrs. J. Frank Gilreath Jr., of Charlotte, 
vice-president from North Carolina, presided 
over the meetings in the absence of Mrs. A. 
Harrison Gregory, national WMU president, 
who is convalescing from recent surgery.

Board members agreed that WMU’s mus
cle in 1979-80 would be thrown behind a 
change in Baptist lifestyle to divert more 
resources into mission support. The WMU 
emphasis will be called “Life-changing Com
mitments.” It embraces and slants all WMU 
studies and activities outlined in a 446-page 
document called the WMU Dated Plan 
1979-80.

The five-floor, $500,000 addition to na
tional office building was dedicated during 
the week. The building and associated re
modeling is being completed two months 
ahead of schedule and is already three- 
fourths paid for from cash and interest on 
hand, with no funds borrowed.

Carolyn Weatherford, national WMU 
executive director, gave an update on the 
SBC’s emphasis on the Bold Mission Thrust 
to reach the world for Christ and on the 
connected projects of Prayer Alert Network, 
Mission Service Corps, and Volunteers in 
Missions.

In stressing the need for missionary vol
unteers, she reminded the general session 
that “special projects missionaries will not 
replace the need for career missionaries” 
and must not replace that need in our 
thoughts regarding volunteer service.

Miss Weatherford suggested that the 
board and state WMU staffs might return to 
some of their historic strong points such as 
action in public affairs, specializing in min
istries to women, and campagning for WMU 
organizations in every church.

“We should crusade for what is right in 
our society today,” she said. “We should 
rediscover our old idea of ‘Woman’s Mission 
to Woman’ as women in our nation are beset 
with alcoholism and emotional illness.”

She emphasized that WMU leaders should 
give prime effort to establishing some form 
of WMU action in the 35 percent of South
ern Baptist churches that report no WMU 
organization at present.

Mrs. Robert Fling, WMU promotion as
sociate in areas new to Southern Baptist 
work, spoke on the progress of the North 
Central Missions Thrust, a plan of seven 
North Central states to double Baptist work 
there by 1990. She impressed on the assem
bly, “It is more than a North Central or a 
Bold Mission Thrust; it is God’s thrust for 

us.” Mrs. Fling reported on the response to 
WMU’s prayer partner project matching 
North Central states with partnership states 
throughout the convention.

The board voted to increase the goals for 
the Lottie Moon Christmas Offering for For
eign Missions and the Annie Armstrong 
Easter Offering for Home Missions by 10 
percent each year through 1982.

WMU also decided to enter into contract 
with Broadman Division, Baptist Sunday 
School Board, to produce a new biography of 
Lottie Moon in June 1980. The author will 
be Catherine B. Allen, assistant to the WMU 
executive director. (BP)

Mt. Zion calls Darrell Slagle
Darrell Slagle, associate pastor at Mt. 

Zion Church, Holston Association, was 
called as pastor of that church following 
the resignation of pastor Burl Sluder. Sluder 
accepted the pastorate of Pleasant Valley 
Church, Elk Park, N.C.

Slagle was ordained to the gospel min
istry by the church earlier this month. 
Those participating in the service were 
Sherrill Nelson, Junior Britt, Burl Sluder, 
Billy Ferguson, James Ferguson, Paul 
Archer, and James Harris.
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•3n terpretation

Secret of an. untroubled, heart
By Herschel H. Hobbs

“Let not your heart be troubled; ye 
believe in God, believe also in me."—John 
14:1

The verb rendered “troubled” describes 
an ocean caught in the teeth of a storm. This 
is the very condition which Jesus’ apostles 
were facing. Already the dark storm clouds 
lowered about them. They did not under
stand what was happening. Dreams of a 
conquering political-military Messiah were 
gone. At long last they realized that Jesus 
was going to die on a cross. And as the 
storm was about to break in all its fury, 
Jesus gave them the secret of an untroubled 
heart even in this storm.

He did not counsel them to be as the 
Stoic philosophers: freeze their emotions 
and endure by sheer will power. Neither to 
be like the Epicurean philosophers: seek to 
drown or ignore their troubles in riotous 
living. Rather He told them to have faith 
in God and in Him.

In the Greek text the verbs for “believe” 
may be either indicative or imperative. They 
may either state a fact already existent (“ye 
believe in God, and in Me ye believe”), or 
express a command to believe in both God 
and Him. As a matter of fact the former 
“believe” may be read as an indicative (a 
fact) and the latter as an imperative (a 
command). This is the reading in the King 
James Version. The point favoring this 
meaning is the emphatic use of “in Me”. 
“Ye believe in God, also in Me believe” 
(my italics). There is no question about their 
faith in God. So Jesus commands or urges 
them also to have faith in Him—no matter 
what will happen at Calvary.
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We, like they, should have faith in God’s 
love—in storm or sunshine. Also believe 
that in Jesus’ death God is working out 
His redemptive purpose. And believe Jesus’ 
promise to rise on the third day (Matt. 
16:21). Strangely in the storm and their 
grief they forgot this promise until they saw 
Him alive following His resurrection. It was 
then that their grief gave place to un
bounded joy.

No matter what may be happening about 
us, we too should hold on to our faith in 
God and in our Savior. Evil may seem to 
triumph for the moment. But victory be
longs to our God and His Christ. We should 
ever hold on to His promise. “Peace I leave 
with you, my peace I give unto you: not as 
the world giveth, give I unto you. Let not 
your heart be troubled, neither let it be 
afraid.” (John 14:27)

HISTORICALLY
FROM THE FILES

50 YEAR,Si AGO
J. T. Oakley returned to Smith 

County to serve as pastor of three 
churches; namely New Middleton, 
Riddleton, and Cottontown. He had 
served as pastor at the Baptist Hos
pital, Nashville, and his wife was 
matron of the nurses’ home.

C. P. Jones accepted the call as 
pastor of First Church, Greeneville. 
He was serving as pastor in Knoxville.

25 YEARS AGO
Clarence H. Watson of Yazoo City, 

Miss., began his duties as director of 
the off-campus program for Christian 
service at Carson-Newman College.

First Church, Portland, was operat
ing two missions, one in a downtown 
theater to reach men who were down
town, and another one in the South 
First Street area. Pastor Dewey Roach 
was serving as the Sunday School 
superintendent of the missions.

10 YEARS AGO
Parkway Village Church, Memphis, 

broke ground for a combination sanc
tuary and educational building. Cost 
of the project was $125,000. Michael 
Champlin was pastor.

Ralph Thomas was the new pastor 
of First Church, Adamsville, McNairy 
Association.

Devotional

Monkey see: monkey do
By Cynthia Lanier

’Tis said, “An ounce of example is worth 
a ton of advice.”

We, who have known the Lord longer 
than some have an awesome responsibility 
to live Jesus Christ before those younger in 
the faith.

In that matchless volume of wisdom, the 
Proverbs, an arresting command is found. 
“My son give me thine heart and let thine 
eyes observe my ways” (23:26). Truthfully, 
we can be quite sure our children whether 
natural or of the Spirit will pay very close 
attention to what we do. How many of us, 
though, are eager to invite inspection?

It seems all too apparent that a vast 
multitude of believers have grown to physi
cal maturity with little of the deep convic
tions that mark a spiritually mature Chris
tian. Could it be they have heard much but 
seen little? Has our example of daily prayer, 
Bible study, sharing, and caring been spas
modic or non-existent?

Can we really expect a new Christian to 
learn the abundant life by just attending 
Sunday School and preaching?

If vital Christianity is more caught than 
taught, are we exposing our new converts 
to the contagion of our daily life? Are we 
willing to give of that commodity we hold 
so dear—our time?

As Jesus lived night and day with His . 
disciples they heard His often startling 
words; but, and herein lies the key to the 
about-face in their ways, they saw the 
Spirit-controlled life as a living, breathing 
reality.

Paul could say, with no brag intended, to 
his children in the faith, “be imiators of 
me.” (I Cor. 4:16)

The power and impact of a genuinely 
victorious life is beyond measure.

If we would see our young people mature 
with sufficient conviction to face head-on a 
society growing heatedly hostile to “real” 
Christianity, let’s leave them the legacy of 
a day-in, day-out example.

Mrs. Lanier is a member of Germantown 
Church, Germantown.

Seminary Extension
(Continued from page 2) 

associations and institutions of higher edu
cation, the ACE, since its founding in 1918, 
has worked to establish and improve edu
cational standards, policies and procedures. 

“The (ACE) review team observed that 
the programs Seminary Extension presented 
for review were generally of very high 
quality, and students completing them could 
compare favorably with students who have 
studied in conventional settings,” said Made
leine Green, assistant director of the ACE’s 
Office on Educational Credit. (BP)
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pulpit Jeiu
by Jim Griffith

The Leaning Tower of Pisa, completed in 1372 A.D., is still leaning about 17 feet 
off center. But scientists say the tower may have stopped getting out of line, their 
measuring instruments showing no increase in 1977.

I have no scientific explanation for this turn of events, but I do have a theory: It 
could be that, like some people, the tower is already far enough out of line.

In fact, if “getting out of line” is the way to achieve fame, let us readily admit that 
in recent years there were many persons who outleaned the Leaning Tower.

Although the tower is considered an example of Romanesque architecture, its world
wide fame is based on its imperfection. Truth is, the tower wouldn’t have received much 
notice if, on completion, it had been upright.

There is a point here. Those who stay right on center do not always receive wide ac
claim. But they know the joy of this greater wisdom: if you are going to lean, lean on 
the Everlasting Arms.
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Answers on page 14
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1 “— commandments” 
(Matt. 22)

4 School-related 
organizations: abbr.

8 He is very pitiful 
(Jas. 5:11)

12 Words a minute: 
abbr.

13 Wild water buffalo
14 Butter substitute
15 One of five:

(1 Chron.7:7)
16 Son of Bani

(Ezra 10:34)
17 Immense
18 A place 

(Matt. 26:36)
22 Ancient Irish king
23 Time period
24 Each: abbr.
26 Hot springs
29 Where David came 

(1 Sam. 21:1)

JPM QWL OJZZ

31 “and the — men” 
(Mark 14)

33 “— of the angel” 
(Acts 7)

35 Father
37 Lizard fish
38 Pierce
40 Japanese monetary 

unit
42 Conclusion
43 Pronoun
44 Man (Neh. 7:47)
46 Weather word
48 "a good —”

(1 Tim. 6)
53 Word with ball 

or ment
56 Weapon
57 Direction to a horse
58 So be it
59 Black measles
61 Dined
62 Zabulon (Matt. 4:15)

CRYPTOVERSE
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63 Wanton look
64 Small boy

DOWN

1 Small branch -
2 Item for sale
3 Forbear
4 State: abbr. '
5 “This is the-----”

(1 John 5)
6 Place (1 Chron. 6:73)
7 Menu item
8 “I-----” (2 Cor. 12)
9 Palm leaf

10 Thing: Law
11 Speck
19 Part of a day: abbr.
20 It brings death 

(Jas.1:15)
21 Negative vote
24 Ahira’s father 

(Num. 1:15)
25 Matured
26 Son of Noah 

(Gen. 10:1)
27 Window part
28 Hill dweller
30 “from the — of the 

sea” (Josh. 15)
32 Caucho
34 “shall — from 

heaven”
(1 Thess. 4:16)

36 It is departed 
(Num. 14:9)

39 Spanish river
41 Place (Jer. 46:25; 

poss.)
45 Gabriel, for one
47 Letters
49 Merge
50 Son of Nathan

(2 Sam. 23:36)
51 Greek mountains
52 Poverty
53 Balance: abbr.
54 The candlenut
55 Japanese currency
60 Plaee of Moab 

(Deut. 2:29)

WITH THESE PRODUCTS FROM 
- - - - - - - - - BROADMAN.- - - - - - - - - - - -
Bold Mission/ a musical 
by William J. Reynolds: Score. 
4516-11, $2.75; Recording. 
4585-26. $5.98; Tape Track, 
4587-32, $25.00; Cassette 
Tape, 4589-08, $6.95; Program 
Folder, 4354-07, $28.00/M.
Go Then and Be a Witness/ 
a cantata by Ed Seabough/ 
Buryi Red: Score, 4519-11. 
$2.25; Recording, 4584-21, 
$5.98; Tape Track, 4587-36, 
$25.00.
Go Tell Your Neighbor com
piled by Bill F. Leach: Score, 
4526-14, $1.85.

Tell The Good News by Gene 
Bartlett: Score, 4520-41, $2.50;
Recording, 4583-27, $5.98; Tape 
Track, 4587-31, $25.00; Cassette, 
458907, $6.95; 8 Track, 4588-25, 
$8.95.

Choral Sounds of Ovid Young 
by Ovid Young; Score, 4520- 
46. $2.25; Recording, 4583- 
28, $5.98; Tape Track, 4587-35, 
$25.00.

Because He Lives by Bill and 
Gloria Gaither: Score 4520-38, 
$2.50; Recording, 4583-20, 
$6.98; Tape Track, 4587-23. 
$25.00.

Reaching People by William 
J. Reynolds: Score, 4516-06, 
$2.95; Recording, 4585-16, 
$6.98; Tape Track, 4587-06, 
$21.95.

JPM MI

See these and other products 
at your

BAPTIST BOOK STORE.

EBROADMAN
NASHVILLE. TENNESSEE 37234
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Today’s Cryptoverse clue: U equals S
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Richmond's controversial professor moved 
to newly-created area studies program

RICHMOND—Robert S. Alley, until re
cently chairman of the department of reli
gion at the University of Richmond, has 
been appointed chairman of the newly- 
created area studies program.

Alley, a tenured professor, reportedly re
quested the transfer following a heated re
sponse from many Virginia Baptists, when 
he told a group of atheists in an address 
Dec. 6 that Jesus “. . . never really claimed 
to be God or to be related to Him.”

University of Richmond President E. 
Bruce Heilman said the new position had 
been planned “for someone prior to all that 
has transpired.” The area studies program 
will provide interdisciplinary study in Amer
ican studies, classical civilization, Russian 
area studies, and urban studies.

University trustees met on several occa
sions in the days following Alley's address 
and on December 23 Heilman, who earlier 
had apologized for Alley’s comments, re
ported Alley would, at his own request, be 
named to a new position “where he might 
be more effective under the circumstances.”

Heilman said that “Alley’s own profes
sional and personal interests have been mov
ing in the direction of the area to which he 
is being assigned.” For example, Alley and 
Irby B. Brown, acting chairman of the uni
versity’s English department, have received 
a $35,000 grant from the Virginia Founda
tion for the Humanities and Public Policy 
to sponsor two workshops on television in 
Richmond and for the production of a video

SYSTEMS 
ANALYST

The Home Mission Board, SBC, has an 
immediate opening for an experienced 
Systems Ana yst. Responsibilities will in
clude the design, supervision and im
plementation of Business and Missions 
related computer applications. The suc
cessful candidate will possess a bach
elor's degree (masters preferred) and 
have three to five years experience in 
programming and systems. Knowledge 
and experience in COBOL, BAL and job 
control are required, communications ex
perience is desirable. Send resume in 
confidence to: Kitty Roberson, Director, 
Personnel Employment Services, Home 
Mission Board.. SBC, 1350 Spring Street, 
NW, Atlanta, GA 30309 phone 404/873- 
4041.

tape of interviews with television industry 
representatives this summer in Hollywood.

Alley’s new assignment will be general 
administrative responsibility for the four 
area concentrations in the area studies pro
gram. Each program, according to the presi
dent, will be supervised by a coordinating 
committee of faculty.

No announcement has been made con
cerning chairmanship for the department of 
religion. (BP)

Black lady consultant 
to work for WMU-HMB

BIRMINGHAM (BP)—A black woman 
has been named consultant in cooperative 
ministries with National Baptists in a joint 
effort of the Home Mission Board and the 
Woman’s Missionary Union of the Southern 
Baptist Convention.

Margaret Perkins of Birmingham, will be
gin as consultant on Jan. 30, with an office 
in Birmingham. Emmanuel McCall, director 
of the Home Mission Board’s Department 
of Cooperative Ministries with National 
Baptists, said she will work mostly in Bir
mingham with the WMU but her salary will 
be paid by the Home Mission Board.

The Home Mission Board and the WMU 
have shared consultants in the past but this 
is the first time a consultant has been named 
to work with the predominantly black Na
tional Baptist groups.

The WMU has wanted to have a black 
person help in preparation of mission action 
materials, McCall said. The majority of 
Perkins’ work will be with the WMU and 
she will be available .as a consultant to the 
Home Mission Board.

“They also felt that because of the large 
number of black Baptist churches in the 
Southern Baptist Convention, they needed 
someone to help relate SBC structure and 
terminology to these black churches,” 
McCall said. “Some National Baptist WMU’s 
were attempting to relate to SBC WMU’s 
and this person will be able to assist in that 
role.”

Perkins and her husband, Bill, were serv
ing as appointed home missionaries when 
she accepted the new position. Her husband 
will continue as director of interracial min
istries in Birmingham. (BP)

BSSB names Campbell 
as news supervisor

NASHVILLE—Bracey (Buzz) Campbell, 
managing editor of the Nashville Banner, has 
accepted the position of supervisor of the 

news and information 
section of the South
ern Baptist Sunday 
School Board’s office 
of communications, 
effective Jan. 23.

Campbell, who has 
been directly responsi
ble for the news op
eration of the daily 
paper, will also work 
with the Sunday 
School Board bureau 
of Baptist Press, news 

service of the Southern Baptist Convention.
He joined the Banner in 1971. He has 

worked on the copy desk and chief political 
reporter and became managing editor in 
January 1976. Prior to 1971 Campbell 
worked for the Jackson (Miss.) Clairon- 
Ledger for six years.

At the Sunday School Board he will di
rect an expanded and more aggressive cov
erage of the Sunday School Board’s mission 
and work, according to Lloyd Householder, 
director of communications.

A graduate of Mississippi College, Camp
bell is a deacon at Nashville’s First Church, . 
a member of the Baptist Joint Committee on 
Public Affairs, and the board of trust of 
Nashville’s Baptist Hospital. (BP)

Indonesia translation 
enters third printing

BANDUNG, Indonesia—First published 
in September 1977, the Indonesian-language 
equivalent of Good News for Modern Man: 
Today’s English Version of the New Testa
ment has gone into its third printing.

Brisk sales in Indonesia were reported by 
W. James Moorhead, translations consultant 
for the United Bible Societies in Manila, 
Philippines.

Mia Sigar, an Indonesian Baptist pastor’s 
wife and leader in Baptist women’s work, 
translated the popular modem language 
New Testament. Now she and two other 
women are working on the Old Testament 
in the same version.

According to Moorhead, the first printing 
of The New Testament in Everyday Indone
sian was 40,000 copies. A second press run 
of 35,000 Testaments soon followed. The 
third printing called for 200,000.

William N. McElrath, Southern Baptist 
publications missionary here, called the 
sales “remarkable” for a country that is 
predominantly Muslim.
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Bible correspondence course 
opens new Baptist TV studio

FORT WORTH—The lights were bright, 
the stage set and the cameras rolling Jan. 17 
for the first video taping in the new televi
sion studio of the Southern Baptist Radio 
and Television Commission in Fort Worth.

A pilot Bible correspondence course fea
turing Frank Pollard, preacher on “The 
Baptist Hour” and pastor of First Church, 
Jackson, Miss., is the first program being 
taped in the new studio. It is being pre
sented jointly by the Radio and Television 
Commission and the Southern Baptist Sun
day School Board.

The Radio and Television Commission 
studio—the largest exclusively religious pro
gramming studio between New York and 
the west coast—was dedicated in April 
1977. The $3.3 million building that houses 
it and a training center for religious broad
casters, was built from money raised during 
a national campaign.

The production marks the first time the 
studio has been used and the project is the 
first time that the Baptist electronic media 
agency and its print agency will be involved 
in a joint missions effort.

The Radio and Television Commission 
produces and syndicates 40 radio and tele

Foreign Mission Board study produces 
profile of 1977 missionary appointee

RICHMOND—Who’s going overseas for 
Southern Baptists?

A profile study presented to the Foreign 
Mission Board here in January showed that 
in 1977 the average age for the career 
missionary man at the time of appointment 
was 32, and for the women the average age 
was 30.

The average career missionary family 
appointed had two children.

In the missioary associate program, under 
which persons'from 35 to 59 are employed 
for four-year periods of service overseas, the 
average age of those employed last year 
was 49 for men and 46 for women.

The average missionary journeyman com
missioned last year was 23. This program 
is for college graduates 26 and under who 
are employed for two-year periods of over
seas service.

Louis R. Cobbs, secretary for missionary 
personnel, noted in his annual report to the 
board that career missionaries still make up 
the major share of the total missionary 
force, with 2,365 career on the roll at the 
end of 1977. Those in the auxiliary pro
grams totaled 411, including 217 missionary 
associates, 183 journeymen, and 11 special 
project workers.

These figures do not include 2,407 volun- 
Thursday, January 26, 1978

vision programs heard weekly on 3,124 
stations in this country. The Sunday School 
Board is responsible for most of the printed 
materials used in Southern Baptist churches.

“The skills of these two Baptist agencies 
are being married in a missions effort that 
is an arm of the denomination’s Bold Mis
sion Thrust (Southern Baptist effort to pro
claim the gospel of Christ to every person 
in the world by the year 2000),” said Paul 
M. Stevens, Radio and Television Commis
sion president.

“The Sunday School Board, skilled in 
Bible teaching in our churches throughout 
the denomination, and the Radio and Tele
vision Commission, with the skills and 
expertise to put it together on the air, are 
working together. I’m as excited as Grady 
Cothen (Sunday School Board president) 
about the possibilities.”

The pilot show for the as yet unnamed 
series will also feature John Drakeford, au
thor and professor at Southwestern Baptist 
Theological Seminary, and Baylor University 
football coach, Grant Teaff. Cynthia Claw
son of Nashville, Jo Ann Shelton of Fort 
Worth, and the New World Singers of New 
York will provide music. (BP) 

teers who spent periods from two weeks to 
a year assisting in Southern Baptist mission 
efforts in 1977, nor the many other Southern 
Baptist laymen who go overseas in connec
tion with their secular work and often are 
active in churches and mission projects.

Of the record 279 missionaries added in 
1977, the largest number from any single 
state came from Texas, which had 56, fol
lowed by North Carolina with 27, Alabama 
with 19, Georgia and Missouri with 16 each 
and Tennessee with 15.

Another breakdown of the total showed 
that 247 were college graduates, with 98 of 
these being from Baptist colleges and uni- 
versties and 149 from other schools. Sixty- 
nine were seminary graduates.

At the end of 1977, the department of 
missionary personnel was in contact with 
1,819 persons who are prospective mis
sionary candidates. About 600 of these are 
interested in the missionary journeyman 
program.

The remaining 1,200 have completed their 
college work and are enrolled in seminary 
or graduate school or are gaining practical 
experience to help qualify them for overseas 
service.

The personnel department staff conducted 
1,727 interviews with candidates and pros
pective candidates during the year.

FM teams visit Bolivia; 
permanent work possible 

RICHMOND—Several teams of Southern
Baptists have been involved in special proj
ects in Bolivia since April but no definite 
date has been set for placing permanent 
missionaries there, according to J. Bryan 
Brasington, the Southern Baptist Foreign 
Mission Board’s secretary for western South 
America, who gave an update on Bolivia at 
the board’s January meeting.

Three groups have gone to Bolivia “help
ing and are getting good orientation,” said 
Brasington, and experienced missionaries are 
prayerfully considering a transfer there.

Bolivia will not be added to the list of 
90 Southern Baptist mission fields until 
missionaries are assigned there. Brasington 
said he was encouraged about beginning 
work there especially after receiving from 
a national Baptist a map of Bolivia with this 
note attached: ‘Dont forget us. Come to 
Bolivia and help us.”

In his report, Brasington also said mis
sionary Richard A. Forrester, who in May 
1976 was critically injured in a fall from a 
Venezuelan mountain, is scheduled to return 
soon to the field.

“A 20th century miracle occurred,” 
Brasington said. “Even though his right leg 
had to be amputated, he is now in excellent 
health.” Forrester and his family have been 
living in Georgia and were scheduled to 
leave for Maracaibo on January 18. (BP)

Fora

RETREAT
you won't forgot!

RESORT TO BROOKSIDE
if you are looking for a quiet, com
fortable place in the Great Smoky 
Mountains to hold your next retreat; 
where you can enjoy fellowship in 
large motel rooms and cottages 
(some with fireplaces); where you 
can economize by preparing your 
own meals in fully equipped kitch
ens; a place discovered and en
joyed by other church groups .. . 
Brookside is your answer.

$5.30
... per person, sleeping two per 
bed, including sales tax and meet
ing rooms to fit your needs. Rate 
applies as space available through 
May 31. For open dates, call . . . 

BROOKSIDE
MOTEL & RANCH HOUSE 

Phone (015) 430-5011 
GATUMBURG, TENHESSEE
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UNIFORM SERIES
Lesson for Sunday, January 29

Revelation, in nature and law
By Thomas G. Smothers 

Professor of Religion and Philosophy 
Union University, Jackson, TN 38301

Background Scripture: Psalms 8, 19,104 
Focal Passage: Psalm 19:1-10

The remaining lessons in this unit of Old 
Testament studies will deal with five selec
tions from the book of Psalms. The psalms 
to be studied are Psalms 19, 105, 146, 84, 
and 23. Each of these songs has a powerful 
word of witness about God’s power, salva
tion, and providential care. It is impotrant 
that we be sensitive to the need for a new 
and deeper understanding of these familiar 
passages, for God continues to bring forth 
treasures, both old and new, from His 
Word.

The theme for these lessons might be 
Psalm 147:1: “Praise ye the Lord: for it is 
good to sing praises unto our God; for it is 
pleasant; and praise is comely.” God’s 
people have always been a singing people 
simply because God has given them every 
possible reason to sing His praises. Perhaps 
it is not too much to say that the people of 
God are at their best when they are singing 
praises to God. In this way they are able to 
ascribe to the Lord the glory due His name 
and to witness to an unbelieving world about 
His manifold grace. It is to be hoped that in 
these studies of the Psalms each of us will 
discover new reasons for being joyous in the 
Lord.

Psalm 19:1-6
The theme of Psalm 19 is the revelation 

of God. God has revealed Himself to man 
in a variety of ways down through the ages: 
in dreams and visions, through prophetic 
oracle, through the written Word, and su
premely in His Son, Jesus the Christ. In the 
first part of Psalm 19, verses 1-6, the psalm
ist extols the revelation of God in nature, 
while in the second part, verses 7-10, he 
extols the revelation of God in His law.

Although the Bible teaches in many places 
that nature witnesses to the majesty and 
power of God, it nowhere teaches that man 
is brought to a saving knowledge of God by 
this witness of nature. Paul observed in 
Romans 1:19-22 that sinful man has charac
teristically rejected even the light afforded 
by the created order. “Natural revelation” 
does not bring man to a saving knowledge 
of God. Only a person who knows God 
through the experience of salvation can 
really be sensitive to the revelation of God 
in nature.

The poet has written:
“Sky above is richer blue;
Earth beneath is richer green;
Something shines in every hue;
That Christless eyes have never seen.”
The superscription of Psalm 19 ascribes 

the psalm to David. It certainly could have 
been written best by a shepherd. A shepherd 
knew the world of nature by intimate ex
perience. David, especially, would have 
been sensitive to the soundless music of the 
spheres and to the regularity and orderliness 
of nature (cf. 19:4b-6). Knowing God as he 
did, he would have been able to see God’s 
hand in all that He had made.

It may be instructive to consider this 
translation of verse one: “The heavens keep 
on recounting the glory of God, and the 
firmament unceasingly declares His handi
work.” Day and night, since the time they 
were created, the heavens and the firmament 
have not stopped their anthem of praise. 
Man may not believe, or man may forget, 
but nature is the faithful witness to its 
Creator. Although nature has no “words” 
and no “voice”, its witness nevertheless 
extends through the whole world.

Psalm 19:7-10
In these verses the psalmist goes on to 

deal with the revelation of God in the law. 
The word translated as law is the Hebrew 
word torah, which basically means “instruc
tion.” All of God’s instruction is revelatory, 
but here the psalmist is referring directly to 
God’s written law, especially to the Ten 
Commandments.

Notice that this part of the song has been 
constructed especially carefully. In verses 
7-14 the name of the Lord appears seven 
times. Since the number seven is the num
ber of perfection, it is likely that the seven
fold occurrence of the Lord’s name is in
tended to suggest the perfection of His 
revelation in the law.

In verses 7-9 the psalmist employs six

“And why call ye me, Lord, Lord, and 
do not the things which I say” (Luke 
6:46).

Baptist college ensemble 
to sing on Bob Hope show

PLAINVIEW, Tex.—Spirit of America, 
a 13-member ensemble from Wayland Bap
tist College, was picked as one of eight 
winners in the national Bob Hope Search 
for the Top in Collegiate Talent competition 
held at Central Missouri State University 
in Kansas City.

The students will film a one-hour special 
with Bob Hope in Los Angeles, which will 
be aired over national television at a later 
date.

The Wayland group, from a school of 
1,200, competed with major universities and 
colleges from across the nation in three 
regional competitions before winning it all 
from 30 finalists performing in Kansas City. 
(BP) 

different characteristic words for law. They 
are law, testimony, statutes, commandment, 
fear (or perhaps edict), and judgments. The 
law of God is then described respectively as 
perfect (including the idea of completeness), 
sure (reliable), right, pure (morally pure and 
perfectly understandable), clean, true and 
righteous. Balancing these words for God’s 
law and the descriptions of them are the 
effects produced in the life of one who 
studies and observes the law. The law 
converts the soul, makes wise the one who 
is receptive (not “the simple”), rejoices the 
heart, enlightens the eyes, because the law 
endures forever and is righteous altogether.

Psalm 19:10-14
The psalmist teaches that God’s precepts 

are to be valued more than any other 
precious things, and that they are sweeter to 
the life than the finest honey. For God’s 
precepts warn man when he goes wrong, 
and in keeping them faithfully there is great 
reward.

In verse 13 the psalmist asks: “Who can 
understand his errors?” He is pointing out 
perhaps that man is so sinful that he has 
trouble identifying sin in his life. Such is the 
deceitful nature of sin that the sinner be
comes completely disoriented in the moral 
sphere (cf. Isaiah 5:20). He desperately 
needs God’s law to reveal to him the sin 
that is destroying him. The law of God is 
clear, specific, and unambiguous. It defines 
sin and warns of its consequences. Finally, 
it demonstrates every man’s need for the 
Savior.

Conclusion
The beautiful world which God created 

and the law which He graciously gave to 
man for man’s instruction both witness faith
fully to Him. Their words of witness are 
unceasing, perfect, and reliable. The psalmist 
concluded his hymn of praise with the 
prayer that his words and even the medita
tions of his heart might be acceptable to 
God. He wanted his witness to God to be 
useful, too, because he had experienced God 
as his strength and his redeemer.

Page 14 Baptist and Reflector



LIFE AND WORK SERIES
Lesson for Sunday, January 29

Sk 1 ,1

Jesus and the Spirit
Marion C. Barnett, Pastor

Broadway Baptist Church, Knoxville, Tennessee

Basic Passage: John 14:15-31
Focal Passage: John 14:15-27

How To Live the Christian Life
In verses 15 and 16 Jesus speaks in the 

same breath about living the Christian life 
and about the help of the Counselor or Holy 
Spirit. It is important for us to understand 
that these two ideas go together in the mind 
of Jesus, for they will have to go together 
in our own practical experience. “If you love
Me, you will keep My commandments,” 
Jesus said. “In other words your Christian 
di^pleship grows out of your obedience and 
■Et cachings.”

n the face of it, that would be an 
»Assible task. Sometimes I do not under- 
sfcd Jesus’ commandments, other times I 
m^not read them enough to learn about 
tWh, and then at still other times even 
|■Egh I have read and understood His 
«Bmandments in my willfulness I do not 
wire to obey His commandments. How 
|£n am I to live the Christian life? It is 
obvious that I have to have some help. Jesus’ 
answer to that eternal question is in the 
person of the Holy Spirit, what He calls 
another Counselor. This is not to be under
stood as another dispensation. On the con
trary, the Holy Spirit is a further expression 
of the presence of Christ Himself. As He 
said in verses 15 and 16, the Counselor 
comes to us in our attempts to keep His 
commandments. In other words His presence 
is felt in the impact of Jesus’ teachings on 
our practical everyday lives.

Furthermore, Jesus calls Him the Spirit 
of truth, and we realize that this is in 
keeping with Jesus’ own nature as the way, 
the truth, and the life. The Holy Spirit, then, 
is the living presence of Christ in our lives 
as we struggle to be obedient to Him in the 
present. As Jesus says, the world cannot 
know about this because it is intangible; it 
neither sees nor knows these things. But 
we know because of a living Presence 
dwelling with us and in us. As the Greek 
literally says: “Beside you He remains; and 
in you He is!” This indwelling of the 
believer began when men first encountered 
Jesus, and still begins as we first encounter 
Him. It continues because of His living 
presence in our lives.

We Are Not Alone
In verse 18 Jesus speaks one of His most 

forceful and fundamental promises to the 
Christian believer: “I will not leave you 
desolate.” In the Greek the word here is 
orphanous. From this we get our word 
“orphan.” I will not leave you abandoned 
and fatherless as little orphaned children.

“Remember,” He says to us, “you are never 
alone. I do not call you to do anything by 
yourselves, but the life to which I call you 
is a life in which I accompany you in an 
intimate relationship. I am always available, 
I will always be present with you.”

As He says in verse 19 literally, “Because 
I live, you also shall live.” Our life, then, 
grows out of His. Jesus then summarizes 
this whole word about living the Christian 
life and drawing upon the presence of His 
Spirit in verses 21 through 24. Again He 
turns to the theme of keeping His com
mandments and repeats that all of this 
depends upon His own presence in the 
believer. We can count on that He wants us 
to know. It doesn’t depend upon us, but it 
depends upon His presence with us in the 
whole process. He walks along with us and 
guides us along the way. “And we will come 
to Him and make our home with Him.” 
(verse 23)

Guidance, Peace, and Belief
Just as an animal must move in its natural 

element, a fish in water and a human being 
in air, so too the Christian must move in his 
natural element. The basics of that for the 
Christian are, of course, such things as God 
Himself, the historical Jesus, the presence 
of the Holy Spirit, the revelation of God in 
His Word, and the sustaining nurture of 
God’s church.

Verse 26 shows us how much the Holy 
Spirit is for us: the natural element in which 
we move and breathe. Jesus says that the 
Spirit’s function is to teach all things and to 
bring to our remembrance everything that 
He has told us. In other words it is the Holy 
Spirit that contemporizes our Christian life. 
It is the Holy Spirit that helps us make 
concrete decisions about what we will do 
and how we will act in this day and time.

It is the presence of the Holy Spirit that 
guides our understanding of the teachings of 
Jesus as they are to be applied to the life of 
discipleship in 1978. This would be a hard 
concept for an unbeliever to understand as 
verse 17 makes clear. We’re talking about 
something that cannot be objectively known

CHURCH FURNITURE
Attn: adv. R. G. Ketron 615-577-8716 

3401 Montlake Dr.
Knoxville, Tennessee 37920

Call or write for church furniture bro
chure.

and seen. In other words, we are speaking 
of something that arises out of belief; but 
for us who believe the guidance of that 
Presence is as real as the encouraging word 
of a parent or a friend. As we have ventured 
out to try to understand God’s will in con
crete circumstances He has again and again 
clarified things for us when we have been 
open to hear and heed His direction.

This is really the source of our peace, 
and significantly Jesus said it’s not the 
world’s peace. It’s the peace which grows 
out of our knowledge that we are not 
dependent upon ourselves and our own 
insight. We’re not alone, He continues to 
be with us and to guide us with a steady 
hand. In the dark valleys, in the places of 
ambiguous ethical decision, in the difficult 
confrontations of our time He is neverthe
less present and seeking in many ways to 
make Himself known. The presence of this 
Spirit of God with us is our hope.

Finally Jesus says that He has told His 
disciples all these things that they may 
believe; not that they may believe for the 
first time but that their prior belief may be 
strengthened and nurtured in His absence. 
He is going away, and they think that they 
will be alone, but He is trying to say that 
they will not be alone at all. He will always 
be with them in whatever way they go and 
it is this Presence which will unfold and 
build up their belief or discipleship. His 
Holy Spirit in us is the enabler of our con
tinued Christian growth.
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Her final gift to inspire millions
ATHENS, Ga.—She is a tiny slip of a 

woman—less than five feet tall and never 
weighing more than 102 pounds in her 91 
years.

Lying in the stark white hospital bed she 
hardly ruffles the covers. Her greyed hair, 
still showing tinges of strawberry blonde, 
gently frames her pale face against the 
pillow. Her body shakes, struggling against 
the overpowering cancer as she grasps for 
breath.

She struggles to open her eyes, her color
less lips move to speak, then close without 
a sound. She is dying. But she is ready.

RING OF DEDICATION—Myla Koeter 
Guard sent her engagement ring to the Home 
Mission Board as possibly her last gesture in 
support of missions.

In November, in what may have been 
Myla Koetter Guard’s last gesture to sup
port Christian missions, she mailed to the 
Southern Baptist Home Mission Board the 
diamond engagement ring she had worn 
more than 70 years.

It arrived in the morning mail packaged 
in a box that had held steel wool pads, 
stuffed with tissues and wrapped for mailing 
in a brown paper sack. A ragged-edged blue 
ring box held the tiny gold band with a 
solitaire diamond.

Its arrival had been prepared a day earlier 
by a note: “I would like it sold and the 
amount given to some young woman pre
paring to do mission work or to be used to 
the best advantage.”

The simplicity of her words, the selfless
ness of her gift, the significance of her 
gesture, touched many hearts at the board.

In his Home Missions magazine column, 
Executive Director William G. Tanner 
wrote, “Mrs. Guard thought her ring might 
be worth $250. But who could give dollar 
value to the sentiment symbolized by such 
a treasure?”

“Mother never talked a lot about her

Christianity . . . she lived it more,” relates 
her only child, Myla Bennett. “She didn’t 
have to talk. She was always at the church 
—with the Woman’s Missionary Union, 
leading Sunbeams, holding circle meetings.” 

Mrs. Bennett said her mother told her 
she didn’t sell the ring and send the money 
because, “Back during the depression, in 
the 1920s and ’30s, people didn’t have any 
money. So they would put jewelry in church 
collection plates.”

Mrs. Guard, who until a stroke after 
Christmas, was alert and full of life, wore 
her engagement ring next to her gold

Foundation

It happened 
at the convention

By Jonas L. Stewart
Executive secretary-treasurer

The annual meeting of the Tennessee 
Baptist Convention always provides some 
interesting experiences in addition to the 
regularly scheduled program. Book store 
conferences get their share of time. It is 
there that some important conversations 
and decisions take place. Several such inci
dences are recalled in the following para
graphs.

A director of associational missions told 
this writer that one of his most important 
decisions was to establish a trust fund with 
the Foundation. He and his wife later made 
a will leaving their estate to each other for 
life. At the death of the survivor the 
residue will be added to the trust already 
started.

A pastor was so thrilled with what he 
heard about the possibility of a witness after 
death that he said, “Name a date and come 
to our church for a Sunday, a weekend, or 
a full week.” We will go and tell his people 
how to give a witness until Jesus comes.

A new trustee revealed his joy at the 
privilege of serving an organization that 
makes its services available to people with
out charge. He is a professional man, but he 
expressed great interest in being part of this 
spiritual ministry.

A former resident of one of the Ten
nessee Baptist Children’s Homes gave us a 
fund in trust to let his gratitude be forever 
known. We will pay the income as directed 
until Jesus comes. It will be paid in his name 
even after men call him dead.

Many people visited our exhibit to learn 
that we provide information about preparing 
a Christian will or establishing a living trust. 
You can receive the same information 
by writing: Tennessee Baptist Foundation, 
Jonas L. Stewart, Executive secretary-trea
surer, P.O. Box 347, Brentwood, TN 37027. 

wedding band until the day she mailed it, 
even though her husband died in the 1950s.

She has always been staunchly inde
pendent—living alone in Fayetteville, Ark., 
spending her winters in Phoenix, Ariz. Three 
years ago, she moved to Athens, Ga., to 
be closer to her daughter, but she lived in 
her own apartment, walking daily the eight 
blocks to town. Only last year she moved 
into her daughter’s home.

She found out she had cancer 
and has since had several opera
tions. At 89, she had a breast 
removed. Now lung cancer is 
slowly ending her life.

Touched by her gift, Tanner 
said he would use her ring “to 
the best advantage”—as a symbol 
of sacrifice, a rallying point, a 
challenge to personal support for 
the new Mission Service Corps, 
the convention’s attempt to place 
5,000 volunteers alongside 5,000 
career missionaries.

“Mrs. Guard,” Tanner added, 
“I want to show that ring to 
Southern Baptists across the na
tion urging them to match your 
sacrifice. . .”

Mrs . Guard would be pleased 
with that decision, says her 
daughter, “but sending the ring 
was no sacrifice for her. It was 
something she planned and did . . 
. just as she has always planned 
her life and her death.” (BP)

at age 81

Union vice-president 
announces retirement

W. Walter Warmath, vice president for 
development at Union University for the past 
15 years, has announced his retirement from 
the college effective Aug. 31.

As vice-president for development since 
1963, Warmath has had a major responsibil
ity for the raising of funds for the support 
of Union. A former pastor, he is in charge 
of the development department which in
cludes the offices of public relations, annual 
giving and alumni affairs, estate planning, 
and admissions.

During his years at Union his department 
has been responsible for the securing of 
more than eight million dollars for the 
various operating expenses of the college.

A native of Humboldt, Warmath has 
pastored the First churches in Selmer and 
Lexington, and Calvary Church in Jackson, 
in addition to churches in Knoxville, Arkan
sas, and Kentucky. While at Union, he has 
served as interim pastor for several west 
Tennessee churches.
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