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Youth, conference draws 
30,000 to Nashville

It was what the Nashville Chamber of 
Commerce termed “the largest convention 
meeting ever held in the city. It was the 
largest youth meeting of its type in the 
Southern Baptist Convention. It was between 
25,000 and 30,000 junior high, senior high, 
and college Baptist young people attending 
the 1978 state Youth Evangelism Conference 
at Vanderbilt Memorial Gymnasium last 
Friday and Saturday.

The large attendance of young people 
forced a re-scheduling of the Friday evening 
sessions. What originally was to have been 
one evening session became two, with near 
capacity audiences at both 5:30 and 8:30 
services. Malcolm McDow, director, state 
evangelism department, also reported that 
several groups were turned away from the 
gym on Saturday afternoon because of an 
attendance restriction by the Metro fire 
department.

Country entertainer Jerry Clower wielded 
tales, weaved a testimony, and witnessed to 
his faith at the Friday night sessions. Telling 
the young people he was “for them,” he said 
that only about two percent of today’s youth 
are bad. “The other 98 percent of you are 
better than the young people were in my 
day.”

His only warning to the youth dealt with 
heeding the advice of unsaved people. “Don’t

BILL GLASS 
Don’t apologize for morals

believe anybody that wants you to go against 
the Word of God,” he urged. “If it is against 
God, it is filthy, ugly sin, and will lead to 
heartache.”
Witnessing the greatest thing

A member of the Grand Ole Opry, a 
performer on numerous television shows, 
and the producer of a top-selling album, 
Clower said that these achievements were 
not the greatest things in his life. “I feel 
that the greatest thing in my life is wit
nessing for Christ.” He encouraged the 
young people to “give their hearts to Jesus 
Christ and grow up being a full-blooded 
maximum Christian. Don’t wait until you 
have the scars of sin in your life,” Clower 
said.

Also speaking Friday night, former Cleve
land Browns all-pro defensive end Bill Glass 
challenged the group to grow physically, 
mentally, and spiritually.

He led into his message by asking, “What 
do you do when you discover you are not 
perfect and not super?” He said that to 
develop in the three ways mentioned, a 
young person should use imagination, ac
tion, and determination.

“Seek Christ first,” he admonished. “Go 
to your knees, and from there you can begin 
to grow and develop.” Concluding, he said, 
“You can’t be super, and I can’t be super, 
but we can be some things in this world.”

Basing his Saturday afternoon message on 
the 13th chapter of II Samuel, Glass eluci
dated on dealing with the Jonadabs of life—

Acteens registration closed 
at Pigeon Forge, Union open

Registration for the Acteens Summit 
Meeting to be held March 23-25 at First 
Church, Pigeon Forge, has been closed, ac
cording to Mary Jane Nethery, state execu
tive secretary-treasurer. Nethery stated that 
there is still ample room for registrants for 
the March 31-April 2 summit meeting in 
Jackson.

Missionary conferences, which were 
scheduled to have been held at Union Uni
versity on Saturday morning, April 1, have 
been moved to West Jackson Church, Jack- 
son, Nethery added.

JERRY CLOWER 
Witnessing is important

the friends who encourage us to take the 
shortcuts of life and to go the easy way.
Decide where you stand

“Cling to your convictions, cling to your 
courage, and cling to your Christ,” he ex
plained. “Pre-think your moral convictions. 
Decide where you stand in every moral area 
of life. Then do not apologize.”

He challenged the young people not to 
always do “what feels good. When you do 
what feels good, it usually hurts someone 
else,” Glass explained.

Two young people presenting testimonies 
during the conference were former Moonie 
Chris Elkins, and former All-American 
Oklahoma quarterback Steve Davis.

Elkins, who joined the Unification 
Church while attending the University of 
Arizona, Tucson, said he was pulled into 
the faith by the followers of Sun Myung 
Moon because he thought they loved him. 
He recalled that he had grown up in a 
Baptist church but didn’t know his Bible 
very well, didn’t know why he was a 
Baptist, and didn’t know why he was a 
Christian. Serving within the church for 
over two years, he learned to believe that 
Moon is the second return of Christ.
Knowledge of belief urged

He urged the youth to learn enough 
about their Christian faith to be able to 
detect whether someone is a Christian. “You 
need to know what you believe and why you 
believe it,” he challenged. “Everyone doesn’t 
need to go through the Unification Church 
to find out about their faith.”

(Continued on page 5)



BSU names 40 summer missionaries
The student missions selections committee 

of the state Baptist Student Union offered 
40 appointments to college students to serve 
in 23 areas of mission work this summer. 
The appointments came following a meeting 
of the committee in Brentwood last month.

Five students were appointed to work 
with Southern Baptist career missionaries 
in Israel, India, Ghana, Panama, and Eng
land. They are, respectively, Sam Nichols, 
Belmont College, Nashville; Alan Myatt, 
Vanderbilt University, Nashville; Vicki Dun
woody, University of Tennessee-Center of 
Health Sciences, Memphis; Emmett Camp, 
UT Chattanooga; and Mike Thomas, Middle 
Tennessee State University, Murfreesboro.

Dayspring, a group of 11 musicians from 
the BSU at UT Knoxville, will spend four 
weeks in East Africa on a singing tour. They 
will be under the leadership of BSU associ
ate director Bob Hall.

Backyard Bible studies and Vacation Bible 
School ministries will be provided at Reel
foot Lake, a Tennessee resort in the north
west corner of the state, by Tina Hall, 
MTSU, and Mary Phillips, Union Univer
sity, Jackson.

Western Heights Community Center in 
Knoxville will be served by Melodie Strong, 
MTSU, and Monica Burr, Motlow State 
Community College, Tullahoma.
Walker to work with deaf

Diane Walker, UT Knoxville, will work 
in deaf ministry throughout Tennessee.

Two students will work in the Nash
ville Baptist Association teaching English 
to international students. They are Karen 
Dowdy, East Tennessee State University, 
Johnson City, and Judy Kite, Union.
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Saundra Couick, Walters State Com
munity College, Morristown, and Donna 
Kay, Tennessee Tech University, Cookeville, 
were assigned to Second Avenue Church, 
Memphis.
Resorts to draw five students

Five students will work in resort min
istry in Georgia and New Hampshire. Lori 
Freeman, Jackson State Community College, 
was assigned to Lake Lanier, Georgia. Paula 
Fleeman, Union; Denise Pratt, Austin Peay 
State University, Clarksville; Tim Stallings, 
Tennessee Tech; and Sam Leslie, Jackson 
State; will go to Hampton Beach, N.H.

Barbara Acker, UT Center of Health 
Sciences, will work as a nurse at Camps 
Inlow and Sivells in New Mexico.

Greg Lawson, Carson-Newman College, 
Jefferson City, will serve as a Royal Am
bassador counselor in various youth camps 
in the Southern Baptist Convention. He will 
be under the direction of the Brotherhood 
Commission, Memphis.

Melissa Callison, Vanderbilt, will do gen
eral missions work in California. Baptist 
work in the inner-cities will be done in 
Maryland and Illinois by Kay Sanders, 
MTSU, and Rick Forest, APSU.
Construction work slated

Construction work at Camp Ironbell, 
N.Y., and counseling will be performed by 
Glenda Brasfield, Jackson State, and Ricky 
Whited, MTSU.

Three students, Elaine Young, Vanderbilt; 
Debbie Wright, Roane State Community 
College, Harriman; and Debbie McCard, 
C-N; were also appointed. Their place of 
missions service will be announced later, 
according to Glenn Yarbrough, director of 
the student department, TBC.

Yarbrough added that a total of $34,380 
has been budgeted for these missions. The 
program is student funded, he said.

H. D. Estes takes pastorate 
at Lyle Lane in Nashville

H. D. Estes, minister of education at 
Lyle Lane Church, Nashville, was called as 
pastor of Liberty Church in that city. He 
is already on the new field of service.

The Nashville native has been on the staff 
at Lyle Lane for nearly two years. He at
tended Peabody College and Belmont Col
lege, both in Nashville; the University of 
Tennessee at Nashville; Middle Tennessee 
State University, Murfreesboro; Los Angeles 
Baptist Bible Institute; Kansas City College 
of the Bible; and Northwestern University, 
Evanston, Ill. He is a graduate of Maranatha 
Bible Seminary, St. Petersburg, Fla., where 
he earned the B.S., B.D., and Th.M. degrees.

Estes was pastor of El Bethel, Immanuel, 
and Temple Churches in New Duck River 
Association. He also served the Jordonia 
Chapel in Nashville for two years. His wife, 
Peggie, is the pianist at Liberty.

PROPOSED SBC LOGO—Messengers to 
the 1978 Southern Baptist Convention in 
June will consider this recommended logo or 
symbol. If approved, use by churches and 
Baptist organizations would be voluntary. A 
motion passed by the 1976 SBC asked for 
some identifying symbol. This proposed logo 
(combining the cross, the world, and the 
Bible) is an adaptation of the large metal 
sculpture work on the front of the SBC 
Building in Nashville. (BP)

Duke named director 
in Robertson County

Larry Duke, pastor of Grace Church, 
Morristown, for the past five years, was 
elected director of missions for Robertson 
County Association last week.

Duke’s election came at a meeting of the 
executive board of the association. He will 
assume the post on April 1, succeeding Lacy 
Freeman, who died July 19, 1977.

A native of Dickson, Tenn., the new mis
sions director attended Samford University, 
Birmingham, Ala., and Southern Baptist 
Theological Seminary. He is a graduate of 
both institutions.

In addition to student pastorates in Ken
tucky and Alabama, Duke led First Church, 
Oliver Springs, Tenn., for over seven years.

He served as moderator of a Kentucky as
sociation and was on that state’s executive 
board. After coming to Tennessee, he was 
elected to the executive board and was a 
member of the denominational cooperation 
committee and the administrative commit
tee. Additionally, Duke was moderator and 
evangelism chairman for Clinton Associa
tion, and served on the executive board for 
Robertson County Association.

He has been in the pastorate for 21 years.
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Pastor sees coal strike strain 
as challenge to church members

By Rex Hammock

ECHOLS, Ky.—Picket lines are a strain 
on the commitment of Christian coal miners 
and the lingering strike by the United Mine 
Workers of America poses a challenge to the 
churches of Christian miners, says Derrill 
Smith, Kentucky pastor.

Each weekend, Smith, a student at South
ern Baptist Theological Seminary in Louis
ville, Ky., travels to the tiny west Kentucky 
community of Echols to serve as pastor of 
the Pond Run Church.

Ninety percent of the men in Pond Run 
congregation work at the underground and 
strip coal mines nearby. While most of the 
men are members of the union, others in 
the church are management or “company” 
employees.

Smith says the two groups are getting 
along well, but he, like other pastors in 
similar situations, is concerned with the 
effect of the long-lasting strike on the life 
of the church.

“So far, I’ve felt the freedom to express 
how I feel about the strike,” says Smith, 
adding that he has been especially concerned 
with the strike’s association with violence.

The area surrounding Smith’s church has 
not escaped outbreaks of violence during 
the nearly three-month-old labor dispute. 
Confrontations between picketers and state 
and local police have resulted in numerous

BSSB reduces prices 
on Bible Book Series

NASHVILLE—Errors in pricing proce
dures on the new Bible Book Series curricu
lum, available Oct. 1, 1978, have been cor
rected and prices have been lowered reports 
Sunday School Board president Grady C. 
Cothen.

“Prices for the quarterlie»s will be a few 
cents higher than the other series, because of 
better binding and more pages in the pupil 
quarterlies,” he explained, /‘but they are 
now comparable with the prices of our other 
two Bible study curriculums.”

Teacher quarterlies for youth and adults 
are in a paperback book format with a 
perfect, book-style binding. This will make 
it practical for teachers to collect the 36 
quarterlies over the nine-year period re
quired to cover all books in the Bible and 
use them as a Bible commentary.

“We regret this error,” Cothen said, “and 
we are sorry these prices were listed in an 
advertising brochure to church leaders. But 
we are happy it was caught before the ma
terials were made available to our churches.” 

injuries. In some parts of the state, strike- 
related deaths have occurred.

Smith is thankful that none of the men 
in his church have been involved with 
such actions. “We have had to consider 
what responsibility our Christian commit
ment means to non-violence,” he says.

“Because we are Christians, we have more 
responsibility for what goes on in this 
strike,” Smith believes. He explains that 
often distinct lines are drawn between the 
Christian and non-Christian coal miner. 
“Those who profess their Christianity feel 
the strains of commitment when they are 
underground or at the strip mine ... or on 
the picket line.”

The length of the labor dispute is begin
ning to have a financial impact on the 
church. In January, the church fell $300 
short of its budget and expectations for 
February are more dismal.

“But, the financial problem is one of my 
least concerns,” says Smith, smiling. “That’s 
probably because I’ve continued to be paid.”

But he is concerned with the probable 
results of a continued strike and believes, 
“Those who are not working are eventually 
going to run out of funds. I feel that it is 
the church’s responsibility to minister to 
them with food and other basic essentials.”

The issues facing the Christian coal miner 
are complex. “The fraternity of the miners 
is overwhelming,” Smith says, “which stems 
from the fact that they know the possibility 
of dying together in the mines.”

“But the Christian coal miner must weigh 
his union loyalty against the question of 
bringing the nation into jeopardy,” he says, 
referring to the possible power cut-backs 
and black-outs if coal production does not 
resume soon. (BP)

MISSION TRUCK— Southern Baptist missionaries to Rhodesia, Mr. and Mrs. James West
moreland (left) receive the keys to a new pick-up truck from Paul Barkley, pastor of 
Dyer’s First Church, as Mrs. Lucille Kerr, Don Allmon, and Charles Thompson watch. 
The church exceeded its $3,400 Lottie Moon FMB offering goal and paid for the truck 
during December and January by more than $8,300 in gifts. The truck will be used in 
Rhodesia mission work.

BWA men's conference 
slated for Indianapolis

INDIANAPOLIS—Speakers and partici
pants from around the world will be fea
tured at the Second World Conference of 
Baptist Men, which meets April 5-9, under 
the theme “God Working Through You,” in 
the Indianapolis Convention Center.

Advance registrations, which must be 
made through Baptist World Alliance head
quarters in Washington, indicates an at
tendance of about 4,000 persons from 60 
countries, according to Stephen Steeves of 
Moncton, New Brunswick, Canada, who 
serves as chairman of the BWA men’s de
partment, sponsor of the conference.

Program personnel, according to program 
chairman Owen Cooper of Yazoo City, 
Miss., include Ambassador Francis Dennis 
of Liberia; BWA president, David Y. K. 
Wong of Hong Kong; Jimmy R. Allen of 
San Antonio, Texas, president of the South
ern Baptist Convention; Steeves; Cooper; 
Erling Oddestad of Sweden; Grand Ole Opry 
star Jerry Clower of Yazoo City, Miss.; 
Roberto Laredo of Chile; Samuel Prato of 
Venezuela; and Isaac Malafa of Cameroon.

Others include Gardner Taylor, pastor 
from New York; Manual Scott, pastor from 
Los Angeles; John W. Williams, pastor from 
Kansas City, Mo.; Mrs. Marie Mathis of 
Waco, Texas, president of the BWA 
women’s department; Robert Denny of 
Washington, general secretary of the BWA; 
Robert C. Campbell of Valley Forge, Pa., 
chief executive of the American Baptist 
Churches in the U.S.A.; Glendon McCul
lough of Memphis, Tenn., executive director 
of the Southern Baptist Brotherhood Com
mission; Dale Moody of Southern Baptist 
Theological Seminary, Louisville.

Gene Sutherland, minister of music at 
Walnut Street Baptist Church, Louisville, 
will direct a music program for the con
ference, which includes around-the-world 
talent.

Registration information is available from 
the Baptist World Alliance, 1628 Sixteenth 
St., N.W., Washington, D.C. 20009. (BP)
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Our People and Our Churches . . .
LEADERSHIP...

First Church, Maury City, called Steve 
Gallimore as youth and music director. 
Gallimore comes from Calvery Church, 
Providence, Mo. He is a graduate of Wil
liam Jewell College, Liberty, Mo. James R. 
Jones is pastor at Maury City.

Thomas Franks, pastor, Council Church, 
Bradley Association, resigned last month due 
to ill health. He had been pastor at Council 
for over 12 years.

Salem Church, Hopkinsville, Ky., called 
David Elliott as pastor. Elliott has been pas
tor of Lascassas Church, Lascassas, for over 
two years.

Shelby Forest Church, Millington, called 
Gary Cole as education and youth director. 
Cole, a recent graduate of Union University, 
Jackson, has served as music director of 
Poplar Corner Church while attending col
lege, and as music director of Ramble Creek 
Missionary Church in Big Sandy.

Walter Bennett was called as interim pas
tor of Northside Church, Columbia. Pastor 
Glenn Patton resigned in February.

Doug Westmoreland has withdrawn his 
previously-submitted resignation from the 
pastorate of Tusculum Hills Church, Nash
ville. He was to have become pastor of Hen
derson First Church on March 12.

South Harriman Church, Big Emory As
sociation, called Richard Smith as interim 
pastor.

David Walker was called as interim pastor 
of Trenton Street Church, Harriman.

Joe Layman, director of student enlist
ment at Union University, Jackson, was 
called as interim pastor of North Jackson 
Church.

Members of Pleasant Hill Church, 
Madison-Chester Association, voted to call 
William S. Bates, Union University director 
of estate planning, as the>ir interim pastor.

Mike Moore was called as youth director 
to Friendship Church, Beech Bluff. He is a 
student at Union University.

Thomas Townsend resigned as pastor of 
East Brainerd Church, Chattanooga, to ac
cept the call to Wright Church, Fort Milton 
Beach, Fla. Minister of music John Kurtz 
resigned to go to First Church, Lilburn, Ga.

Garry Bone, minister of youth and recrea
tion, Judson Church, Nashville, resigned to 
accept the call of College Park Church, 
Orlando, Fla., where he will serve as asso
ciate* pastor, youth, and recreation. His 
resignation will be effective April 1. Ray
mond Langlois is pastor at Judson.

In Fayette Association, Morris Memorial 
called Mike Ashford and J. T. Tacker as 
associate pastors.

REVIVALS...
First Church, Campaign, held revival 

services with Ralph Hoover, Morrison, serv
ing as evangelist. Mike Cantrell, Northside, 
was music director. Garvin Haley is pastor.

Liberty Church, Fayette Association, held 
revival services with Alvin Jackson serving 
as evangelist. Jackson is pastor of Oak 
Grove Church in the same association. 
There were seven professions of faith, ac
cording to a church spokesman.

CHURCHES...
Second Church, Union City, has com

pleted redecoration of its sanctuary. Noel 
Edwards is pastor.

Members of Eastdale Church, Chatta
nooga, voted to sell the church property to 
Greater Second Baptist Church. Eastdale 
will re-locate on Ringgold-Ooltewah Road.

Belmont Heights Church, Nashville, pur
chased four pieces of property recently. Use 
of the four sites, on Ashwood and Comp
ton, will be determined by the Christian 
Action Committee and the church’s new 
study committee. Bob Norman is pastor.

Philadelphia Church, Chattanooga, dedi
cated an auditorium last month. Doug Miller 
is pastor.

Broadmoor Church, Nashville, organized 
in January 1975, completed a $12,000 re
novation project which included: six Sunday 
School rooms, two assembly rooms; a con
ference room, kitchen and dining room, and 
new office for the pastor. B. L. Willis is 
pastor.

PEOPLE...
Arthur B. Griffin observed his 22nd anni

versary as pastor of Belmont Heights 
Church, Knoxville. He will also complete 
44 years in the ministry this year. Griffin 
has served Woodlawn, Bristol; Calvary, 
Erwin; and Bluff City Churches.

Tennessee Baptist artist Herbert Glenn 
Boston died last month at Blount Memorial 
Hospital in Maryville. Boston’s work has 
been exhibited throughout the Southeast and 
in Oklahoma and Kansas. He was the son of 
Mrs. Helen M. Boston, Union City, and the 
late H. H. Boston, pastor of numerous Bap
tist churches and a former vice-president for 
capital enlargement at Union University, 
Jackson. Boston was a staff artist at the 
Baptist Sunday School Board from 1952-56.

He was a member of Coker Creek Church, 
Coker Creek. In addition to his mother, he 
is survived by his widow, Maurine F. Bos
ton; two daughters, Mrs. Bab Nelson, Lub
bock, Tex., and Debbie Boston, Atlanta.

Mr. and Mrs. Charles C. Arnold, form
erly of Madison Church, Madison-Chester 
Association, have moved to Meridian, Miss., 
according to director of missions Thomas 
L. Lewis. Arnold retired as pastor of Madi
son Church last fall. He served as pastor of 
several other Baptist churches in the state.

Nash Grove Church, Stone Association, 
was scheduled to ordain Verble Nash and 
Ronnie Lefever as deacons last month. Bob 
Pharris is pastor.

Friendship Church, Sweetwater Associa
tion, ordained Robert Spradlin to the gospel 
ministry recently. Spradlin is a student at 
Clear Creek Baptist Bible School, Pineville, 
Ky. He also serves as a pastor in that state.

Bruce Poplin and Bobby McConkey were 
ordained as deacons at Bethlehem Church, 
Sweetwater Association.

Members of Pleasant Grove Church, 
Hixson, honored their pastor, Herman Calla
han, on the occasion of his 10th anniversary 
as pastor.

Temple Church, Memphis, paid tribute to 
Linnie Odom last month on her retirement 
as church financial secretary. She has served 
in that capacity for 39 years, under pastors 
V. E. Boston, E. Gibson Davis, A. D. 
Foreman Jr., and James Pardue. Odom has 
also been a Sunday School teacher for 35 
years, a leader in church training, and a 
member of the business women’s mission 
group.

Lemuel Wade, a member of Judson 
Church, Nashville, was elected president
elect of the state-wide organization of the 
Tennessee Association for Pastoral Care. 
Wade is chaplain at Middle Tennessee Men
tal Health Institute. He will begin his new 
duties at the state meeting of the organiza
tion this summer.

Walter H. Davis, minister of music and as
sociate to the pastor at Temple Church, Old 
Hickory was ordained to the gospel minis
try Feb. 19.

Terry Hodges, pastor of Clear Creek, Gib
son County Association, was ordained to the 
gospel ministry at Hillcrest Church, Dyers
burg, last month.

Humboldt First Church honored Leonard 
Stallings, who served as church treasurer 
from 1946-77.

Page 4 Baptist and Reflector



PEOPLE...
Union Avenue Church, Memphis, or

dained John Bob Gilbert, Raymond God
man, Aubrey Gordon, John Powell, and Dae 
Dong Moon as deacons last month. Lee

Poplar Grove Church, Gibson County As
sociation, ordained Herbert Adams, Milburn 
Rice, Bud Taylor, and Lanny Taylor as dea
cons. Hoyt Wilson, Kenton, delivered the 
ordination sermon.

Former Tennessean Herschel Creasman 
preached for the Brazilian Baptist Conven
tion meeting in Recife, Brazil, in January. 
He is the son of Mr. and Mrs. J. W. Creas
man.

Terry Buford was ordained to the gospel 
ministry by Cross Roads Church, Bells. 
Buford, who was graduated from Union 
University in Jackson, is pastor of Opheim 
Church, Opheim, Montana, 10 miles from 
the Canadian border. (See story, Baptist and 
Reflector, Nov. 10, 1977, page 16). Paul W. 
Bryant, pastor of Cross Roads Church, Bells, 
presided at the ordination service. Thomas 
L. Lewis, director of missions, gave the 
charge to the preacher and to the church. 
Lewis Parrish, former pastor at Cross Roads, 
preached the ordination sermon. Buford’s 
father, Charter Buford, made the presenta
tion of the ordination certificate.

Newly ordained deacons at Gallatin 
Road Church, Nashville, are Gary Bilbrey, 
Ralph Mayes, Bill Megar, Wallace Robinson, 
and Jimmy Williamson. The ordination serv
ice was held Feb. 26. Pastor Frank Kemper 
preached the message.

Three deacons with combined tenures of 
service totaling 110 years were honored at 
West-Paris Church, Paris, earlier this month. 
A. L. Mustin was ordained by West Paris 
and has served the past 55 years as a deacon. 
P. A. Medlock was ordained by West Paris 
and has served 32 years as a deacon. Ed 
Reynolds was ordained there, and has been, 
a deacon for 23 years. Bill Robbins is pastor.

West Tennessee historians 
to meet on Union campus

Mrs. Emma Inman Williams, noted Jack- 
son historian and author of Historic Madi
son, and Jackson pastor Mickey Leon 
Basham will present papers to the March 18 
meeting of West Tennessee Historical So
ciety at Union University, Jackson.

The meeting will begin with a noon .buffet. 
After the program, tours will be offered to 
local historical sites.

Mrs. Williams’ paper will deal with “A 
West Tennessee Rebel: Robert Cartmell,” 
while Basham’s address will cover “The 
Carpenter Family of West Tennessee.”

Information and reservations are avail
able through James H. Edmonson, a pro
fessor at Union University.

Youth conference draws 30,000
(Continued from page 1)

Recalling his career with the University 
of Oklahoma football team and his begin
ning as the eighth quarterback on the squad, 
Davis said that God had accomplished four 
things in his life.

“God has forgiven me of sin, He has 
filled the gaps of loneliness and emptiness, 
He has helped me through the modern

Early cancellations 
asked for centers

NASHVILLE — Persons holding con
firmed summer reservations at Ridgecrest 
and Glorieta Baptist Conference Centers 
but who will be unable to attend should 
cancel their reservations as soon as possible, 
according to Robert M. Turner, director of 
the conference center division.

“Lengthy waiting lists for some 1978 con
ferences, particularly Sunday School weeks, 
prompt us to make this request,” Turner 
said. “We want to accommodate as many 
of those on waiting lists as possible.”

Many reservations are made in blocks by 
church groups, Turner noted. Groups that 
will need fewer rooms than confirmed can 
provide space for other groups by altering 
their reservations.

The two nationwide conference centers, 
owned and operated by the Southern Baptist 
Sunday School Board, expect more than 
50,000 persons to attend 1978 summer con
ferences.

Reservations correspondence should be 
mailed directly to Glorieta Baptist Confer
ence Center, Box 8, Glorieta, N.M. 87535, 
or to kidgecrest Baptist Conference Center, 
Box 128, Ridgecrest, N.C. 28770.

NBC will broadcast
Palm Sunday service

FORT WORTH—Baptists will be on 
national television March 19 when a Palm 
Sunday worship service from Broadway 
Baptist Church, Fort Worth, is broadcast on 
the NBC network.

C. Welton Gaddy, Broadway pastor, will 
preach the sermon, “Who Is He?” The 
worship service is being produced by NBC 
in cooperation with the Southern Baptist 
Radio and Television Commission.

“The Scripture narrative of the Passion 
contains many questions asked of, and by, 
Jesus after His triumphant entry into Jerusa
lem,” said Gaddy. “Even then, many people 
still didn’t know who He was.” The sermon 
will detail some of the roles Jesus adopted 
during His ministry — prophet, teacher, 
healer, liberator, troubler of the religious 
establishment, and Savior. (BP) 

frustrations of life, and He has made my 
life count,” Davis said.

“Don’t say you are going to be a good 
Christian. Be a dynamic Christian,” he 
challenged. “You have a dynamic Savior.”

Davis ended his career as the winningest 
quarterback in OU history with 32 victories. 
He also led the nation in scoring in 1973, 
with 108 points.

Special music during the conference was 
presented by “The Klesis” of Morristown. 
Guy Bates Jr., minister of music at First 
Church, Lebanon, directed the music.

On Saturday morning, personal witnessing 
conferences were held throughout Nashville. 
Leaders for the conferences, which dealt 
with witnessing, were pastors, ministers of 
youth, counselors, and church staff members.

Self named consultant 
in public affairs

Jerry M. Self of Nacogdoches, Tex., has 
been named public affairs and Christian 
Life consultant for the Tennessee Baptist 
Convention. He will 
assume the newly cre
ated position March 
20.

A native of Kansas, 
Self has been pastor 
of Austin Heights 
Church in Nacog
doches for 10 years. 
Other pastorates were 
in Oklahoma and 
Texas.

Self is a graduate 
of Hardin-Simmons
University, Abilene, Tex., and received the 
doctor of theology degree in ethics at 
Southwestern Baptist Theological Seminary, 
Fort Worth, Tex.

The position of public affairs and Chris
tian life consultant was created by the TBC 
Executive Board at its May 9, 1977 meeting. 
The consultant will help churches and the 
convention in such areas as family life, 
alcohol and drug abuse, citizenship, human 
relations, and other moral and social issues. 
The consultant will be assigned to the office 
of the Baptist and Reflector, although he 
will not have any responsibility for the 
publication. This relationship will be re
viewed by the board after one year.

Self is married to the former Peggy 
Glazner of Anson, Tex., and the family 
includes two children, Jay Mark, 12, and 
Angela, 8.

Self was elected to the new position by the 
administrative committee of the TBC Execu
tive Board, upon recommendation of the 
board’s public affairs and Christian life 
committee and a special search committee.
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Jack Constable, left, treasurer of Cherokee Church, Jonesboro, burns the church note 
following final payment on a loan for the sanctuary. Assisting him is Byrd Deaderick, 
chairman of deacons.

Cherokee members climax 13-year project 
with note burning services in Jonesboro

Special note burning ceremonies at Chero
kee Church, Jonesboro, last month climaxed 
a 13-year period of raising money, con
structing a building, renovating an annex, 
and repaying a $50,000 note.

Introducing 
The 
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37849
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When the need for the project was first 
recognized in 1965, the church’s resident 
membership was barely over 200, with a 
Sunday School enrollment of about 125, ac
cording to deacon Raymond Vines. Under 
the leadership of pastor James Cambron, the 
small congregation set a goal of $150,000 as 
a beginning to the dream, Vines recalled. 
From 1965 until November 1973, the 
church accumulated $62,015.00. The dea
cons were then instructed to borrow 
$50,000, to be repaid monthly with interest 
as funds arrived.

The new building was started in Novem
ber 1973 and completed and occupied on 
April 7, 1974. There were 160 persons in 
Sunday School, and the offering totaled 
$3,105.15.

Repayment of the note was accomplished 
more rapidly than the cohgregation antici
pated. In 1974, the total payment was 
$1,800; in 1975, $9,200; and in 1976, 
$15,500. In 1977, the congregation paid 
$22,000; and in January 1978, the balance 
of $1,500 was repaid.

While the money was being received and 
paid out, members renovated and brick 
veneered the Sunday School annex. The 
church also experienced growth in its out
reach to the needy, to the lost, and to mis
sions throughout the association.

Cherokee is the oldest church in Holston 
Association, established in the fall of 1783.

Devotional

Love
By Joyce Goodman

What is love? Humanly speaking, it is a 
feeling of strong personal attachment. Love 
unites person with person and life with life.
Everyone wants to be 
loved. Everyone hopes 
to be loved. Love is a 
basic human need. We 
all know that when 
affection is expressed 
toward us, it warms 
our heart. Why, then, 
are we afraid to show 
our love or to tell 
someone we love 
them? Is it because 

Goodmanwe are afraid they 
won’t love us back?

One young minister said, “I have not used 
the word love in the last three years. It’s too 
dangerous. No one knows what it means! I 
refer only to concern, respect, and affection
ate appreciation.”

I John 4:8 tells us that “God is love.” 
God loved us enough that “He gave His 
only begotten Son, that whosoever believeth 
in Him should not perish, but have ever
lasting life.” Jesus said, “As the Father hath 
loved me, so have I loved you. This is my 
commandment, that ye love one another, as 
I have loved you.” Jesus loves us with a love 
that never lets us go and never lets us off.

There are many kinds of love, and many ' 
ways to show love. How about showing our 
love to older people—there are many senior 
citizens who are lonely and would welcome 
our love. Just a handshake, a hug, or just to 
sit and talk awhile about “the good ole 
days” and “how things used to be.”

There are teenagers, who may be “tuned 
out” by parents at home or friends at school, 
who need love, attention, and support. Who 
knows how our showing interest in them will 
influence them for good later on in life?

Have you ever noticed how a little child’s 
eyes light up when you say, “I love you 
and thank God for you?” Instead of scold
ing, maybe we ought to love more.

Then there is the love for a husband, or 
wife, or “that special someone.” Real love 
between a man and a woman is precious 
and should be held dear and cared for 
tenderly.

Love is to be expressed in benevolent 
acts toward others, even our enemies, and 
those who may appear unlovely to us (Rom. 
12:20). It’s the giving and doing for some
body else that brings joy. We should show 
compassion for the lost in our world by 
telling them about Jesus and explaining the 
way of salvation to them.

Love must be free from pretense. It must 
be genuine, honest, and heartfelt—and above 
all—it must be shared. Loving others is not 
always easy, but never forget that the test of 
love is the length to which it will go.

Mrs. Goodman is the wife of Mason C. Good
man, who is pastor of Riverside Church, Harriman.
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Baptist student leadership conference 
to be hosted by Sunday School Board

The 1978 Baptist Student Leadership 
Conference will be held March 31-April 2 at 
the Baptist Sunday Board in Nashville, ac

McEwen

Chattanooga area,

cording to Glenn 
Yarbrough, state stu
dent director.

Jack McEwen, pas
tor, First Church, 
Chattanooga, is sche
duled to deliver the 
opening message on 
“What is Christian 
Leadership.” McEwen 
has been pastor of six 
churches in Texas and 
Tennessee during a 
30-year period. In the 

he has served First
Church, Daisy, Northside, and Lookout 
Mountain. He was also assistant professor 
of psychology and education and dean of 
students at University of Tennessee at 
Chattanooga.

Johnnie C. Godwin, manager of Broad
man products department, Baptist Sunday 
School Board, will speak on “Life's Super 
Moments.” A former pastor, Godwin came 
to the Sunday School Board in 1970 as 
editor of youth materials in the Sunday 
School department.

Four Bible studies, taken from the book 
of Ephesians, will be explored by Al 
Shackleford, editor, Baptist and Reflector, 
Brentwood. The state paper editor will elab
orate on “A Process of Becoming,” “The 
True Meaning of Fellowship,” “Can Evan
gelism Become a Lifestyle?”, and “The True 
Meaning of Stewardship.”

Interspersed with the messages and Bible 
studies will be testimonies, music, group de- 
votionals, conferences on leadership, and 
interest conferences. The election of mem
bers to the state BSU council will be held 
Saturday afternoon, according to Yar
brough.

Scheduled leadership conferences include:

Churches offered seminar 
on long-range planning

NASHVILLE—Steps in church long- 
range planning will be the focus of the 
Church Long-Range Planning Seminar May 
29-31 in Greenville, S.C.

The three day seminar, sponsored by the 
pastoral section of the church administration 
department of the Southern Baptist Sunday 
School Board, is designed for pastors, 
church staff members, and church long- 
range planning comittee and church coun
cil fnembers.

Registration information is available from 
the Pastoral section, Church administration 
department, 127 Ninth Avenue, North, 
Nashville, Tenn. 37234.

presidents and administrative officers, 
growth chairmen, outreach chairmen, fel
lowship/social activities, witness/evangel
ism, mission/ministries, international stu
dent ministry, enlistment and involvement, 
fundraising, and biblical interpretation and 
application.

Scheduled topics at the interest confer
ences are: introduction to Spiritual Journey 
Notebook; developing personal relationships; 
being a Christian disciple; the Christian’s use 
of resources; “Me, a Missionary?”; dealing 
with grief and death; and how to lead a 
Bible study.

The first session will begin Friday evening 
at 7:00. The conference will end following 
Godwin’s message on Sunday morning.

Union University sets record budget, 
to honor David Byrd, Carroll Owen

JACKSON—Union University’s Board of 
Trustees has approved a record $4.Lmillion 
operating budget for the 1978-79 academic 
year.

The new budget, which goes into effect 
June 1, is the largest in the 153-year his
tory of the college and is an increase of 
$521,656, or 14l/2 percent, over the current 
year. The budget totals $4,127,656.

The 48-member board approved the bud
get during the annual spring meeting Feb. 
24 with Humboldt’s J. A. Hadley Sr., board 
chairman, presiding.

Union President Robert E. Craig reported 
spring enrollment is up with 1,046 students 
attending classes this semester. The president 
also reported applications for the upcoming 
fall semester are up 15 percent over the 
previous year.

During the session the trustees approved 
academic personnel and faculty contracts for 
next year, heard reports from various com
mittees, and selected two prominent individ
uals to receive honorary doctorates in June 
3 commencement exercises. Named to re
ceive the honorary doctor of divinity degree 
in June were former West Jackson Church 
pastor David Q. Byrd, now of Louisville, 
Ky., and Paris First Church pastor Carroll 
Owen.

Board member Kenneth Leathers, chair
man of the construction sub-committee, re
ported that Union will begin construction in 
the near future; for 40 units of student 
housing. The units, which will include single 
student quarters as well as the first married 
student apartments in the history of the 
college, will house nearly 130 additional 
students.

Board member Argyle Graves of Milan 
reported the housing campaign has raised 
$275,889 in pledges for the project. The

US-2 evaluation uses 
experience technique

ATLANTA—A new process for evalua
tion prospective US-2ers may mean a 
change in the kind of person serving in the 
Southern Baptist Home Mission Board’s 
two year program for college graduates.

Used for the first time this year, the proc
ess—experiential evaluation—tries to make 
the evaluation as real as possible by assign
ing the US-2ers actual tasks to do. Past 
evaluations used hypothetical situations or 
problems to which the US-2ers would react.

In the evaluation this year, the US-2ers 
were assigned to committees responsible for 
scheduling activities, planning workshops, 
and evaluation the whole personnel process.

Only 32 appointments will be made from 
the 68 applicants who went through the eval
uation process. Applications for US-2 this 
year totalled 127.

construction is anticipated to cost nearly 
$800,000 and will be completed by August.

In other business E. E. Deusner of 
Lexington presented a tribute to retiring 
college attorney Homer Waldrop. The tri
bute, which Deusner wrote, cited Waldrop 
for his devotion to the college and his 
unselfish work in the advancement of the 
institution.

Waldrop has been associated with Union 
in various capacities — including student, 
trustee, and attorney—since 1916.
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EDITORIALS

Can we afford Mission Service Corps?
On June 14, 1977, the messengers to the Southern Baptist 

Convention, meeting in Kansas City, passed the following 
recommendation from the SBC Executive Committee: “That the 
Southern Baptist Convention, working in cooperation with the 
state conventions, seek to enlist by 1982, 5,000 persons, groups 
of churches, or churches who would agree to provide and fund 
5,000 mission volunteers who would go for one or two years, 
either in the United States or overseas, in an effort to reach the 
objectives of Bold Mission Thrust.”

That was the birth of the much-discussed Mission Service 
Corps.

In simple terms, it is an attempt on the part of our 
denomination to enlist and to provide expenses (over-and-above 
regular channels of mission giving) for 5,000 volunteer mission 
workers by 1982.

The concept is staggering and challenging. Most Baptists 
believe that our denomination can and must do it—but the 
problem thus far is that we have been thinking that it 
will be done by “the Southern Baptist Convention” or “our 
denomination.” In reality it has to be done by you and the 
fellow members of your church.

How much will have to be given by these church members to 
reach this thrilling goal?

In 1977, the Home Mission Board estimated that it would 
take $6,000 per year for each person or $9,000 per year for 
each couple; and the Foreign Mission Board estimated the cost 
would be $7,500 per year for each person or $12,500 per year 
for each couple who would serve under the Mission Service

"Faithful Is HeThatCalleth You”—1 Thes.5:24

Corps.
For the sake of computation, suppose that 2,500 of these 

MSC volunteers work under the Home Mission Board and 
2,500 work under the Foreign Mission Board.

Funds needed for the 2,500 HMB volunteers would range 
from $11,250,000 for 1,250 couples for one year (lowest 
possible cost) to $30,000,000 for 2,500 single persons for two 
years (highest possible cost).

Funds needed for the 2,500 FMB volunteers would range 
from $15,625,000 for 1,250 couples for one year (lowest 
possible cost) to $37,000,000 for 2,500 single persons for two 
years (highest possible cost).

This mathematical exercise gives some indication of what the 
Mission Service Corps will cost Southern Baptists in over-and- 
above gifts—$26,875,000 minimum to $67,000,000 maximum. 
That figures out at an annual amount of about $5 million to 
$13.5 million per year for each of the next five years (1978- 
1982).

Financially, can Southern Baptists afford the Mission Service 
Corps as a part of our Bold Mission Thrust?

But then, faced with the Great Commission and a lost, 
unevangelized world, can we afford not to?

Flynt, filth, faith
The world was shocked last week when Larry Flynt, publisher 

of the pornographic Hustler magazine, was shot during a lunch 
break of his obscenity trial in Lawrenceville, Ga. It was a 
despicable act.

Several months ago, Flynt announced in a Houston church 
service that he had been born again. Since that time, news 
articles about the Hustler publisher have reported that the 
magazine would be unchanged; that it would be changed 
completely; that he was disassociating himself from the maga
zine; that Hustler would become even more obscene with 
pictures of nude males as well as females; and even one article 

"that Flynt had denounced Christianity and his conversion to 
Christ. . 1

Such reports obviously have raised questions about the 
sincerity and depth of Flynt’s faith in Jesus Christ.

Three statements need to be made about Larry Flynt.
First, we do need laws (such as the proposed anti-obscenity 

bill before the Tennessee General Assembly) to deal with the 
menace of pornography. Offenders must be dealt with in the 
courts—not in the streets by gun-toting vigilantes.

Then, Christians especially must be patient with those who 
are seeking to apply their conversions to their daily lives and 
livelihoods. If Flynt has been born again, or if he is only 
in the process of seeking salvation, he needs prayers and 
encouragement—not attacks by skeptical critics. Even a man 
with the religious background of the Apostle Paul needed three 
years of study and the endorsement of Barnabus before he 
was prepared to apply his dramatic conversion to a life of 
service!

Lastly, God loves Larry Flynt—not because Flynt is good 
and perfect, but because God is good and perfect.
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.dettent to Sditw...
Letters on any religion-related subject are welcomed. Letters of over 300 words 
will not be used. Other letters may be shortened at the discretion of the editor. 
No unsigned letters will be printed, but writer’s name will be withheld for 
sufficient reason. Letters must contain complete address.

Defends Maddox
Dear editor:

I just recently read W. W. Bass’ letter 
(Feb. 23) that was published in the Baptist 
and Reflector concerning Raye Maddox’s 
letter (Feb. 9).

It would seem that Bass is guilty of 
judging a person’s motive and is guilty of 
the same thing he accuses Maddox of being 
guilty.

I have known Maddox intimately for 
seven years. He has always been for the 
evangelist. As I have watched how he has 
treated evangelists with love and compas
sion, it has been a great help to me. The 
“nerve” you hit was his great respect for the 
office of an evangelist. Maddox has had 
numerous offers to hold revivals, but he 
turned them down. Though he has had 
dozens of offers to preach revivals in the 
past seven years, as far as I know he has 
only preached two in the United States. 
One reason for this is the fact that he has 
seen many God-called evangelists not being 
used to hold revivals, while some pastors 
swap favors and preach revivals for each 
other. Thus, many God-called evangelists 
live on a very meager salary while pastors 
fatten their salaries at the expense of the 
evangelist.

Let’s give back the evangelist his New 
Testament position and allow men who are 
God-called evangelists to use their gifts to 
see God’s church edified (Eph. 4:11).

Richard Moore 
Route 1, Box 2-B 
Wartburg, TN 37887

The letter from W. W. Bass did not 
question Raye Maddox’s ability as an evan
gelist nor his love for evangelists, (editor)

Ghost church?
Dear editor:

Are we creating a ghost church? For 
each resident member added, another mem
ber disappears. At this rate we could some
day reach the point where only one-half of 
our members could be found. How can we 
call this growth?

To brag about 13 million members is to 
take pride in a ghost membership. We 
should instead take drastic action to find the 
27 percent non-resident members or delete 
them from our records. If we don’t know 
where people are, how can we honestly 
claim to represent them?

If you have compassion, here are some 
more brain busters.

For each person baptized, three members 
leave the church. For each active member in 
Sunday School, four are inactive. These facts 
are frightening. For Bold Missions, we need 
more than 20 percent carrying the load.

We hear much lamenting about the 10 
percent drop in baptisms, but not a word 
about the 75 percent baptized who leave the 
church. It looks as if we don’t understand 
the problem. God grant that someday we 
can show more interest in spiritual values 
than in popularity.

We have a proud history, inspiring lead
ers, good programs, yet a sleeping giant. It 
is high time we awake, take an inventory, 
revise our concept of membership, and build 
a vitality that will result in real growth, 
rather than a ghost membership.

Philip Walsh
Route 4, Box 40 
Murfreesboro, TN 37130

WMU goal-setting
Dear editor:

I read with interest your editorial (March 
9) entitled, “A bold goal demands bold 
giving.” I agree that to succeed in reaching 
the overall goals set by our mission boards 
we must be bold in the offering goals we set.

I appreciate your recognition of WMU’s 
leadership in this area—and the fact that 
WMU SBC has taken a giant step in sug
gesting the 1978 Annie Armstrong Easter 
Offering goal of $13,000,000, 15.5% over 
the 1977 goal. I was dismayed, however, at 
your commentary regarding the low vision 
of Tennessee WMU.

Your statistics are correct that Ten
nessee’s 1978 goal of $750,000 is 7.1% 
above the 1977 goal—and only 2.4% above 
the 1977 receipts. However, investigation 
of goals of previous years shows the reason 
for the seemingly low goal, and also that 
Tennessee has actually surpassed SBC in 
goal setting and gifts.

Tennessee WMU would have set a higher 
1978 goal had the final 1977 offering re
ceipts been available in May 1977 when the 
WMU Executive Board approved the 1978 
goal. Unfortunately, the only figures avail
able were those of 1976, when we missed 
our goal by $20,000. Since goals are of no 
value unless they are somewhat realistic, 
we set the 1978 figure at $750,000.

The past six years Tennessee WMU has 
had an average yearly goal increase of 
15.5%, vs. an average yearly WMU SBC 
goal increase of 13.4%. Tennessee Baptists 
show an average yearly offering increase of 
13.8% while that of SBC is 12.6%.

Maybe our vision was better than some 
surmised just from surface study. We accept 
your challenge, however, to do a better job 
of goal setting and offering promotion. We 
know we can count on your help through the 
Baptist and Reflector.

Mary Jane Nethery 
Executive director 
Tennessee WMU 
Brentwood, TN 37027

There is difficulty in being accurate when 
setting goals so far in advance. However, in 
May 1977 it was known that the 1976 
receipts were $655,237.22. Using your aver
age increase of 13.8 percent, the anticipated 
total of the 1977 offering would be about 
$745,000. Perhaps this might have sug
gested that the 1978 offering could exceed 
$750,000. (editor)

SENIOR ADULTS—First Church, Center
ville, held a special day for senior adults 
and presented a certificate to Chesley W. 
Peeler (left), who has been a member of 
that church for 59 years. Pastor J. Arnold 
Porter (right) said on that occasion the 
church took an offering for the Tennessee 
Baptist Service Corporation to aid in its 
ministry to senior adults.

Mt. Juliet youth completes 
work for RA service award

Thomas Strong, a member of First 
Church, Mt. Juliet, completed work for five 
service aide awards in the Royal Ambassa
dor program of the Southern Baptist Con
vention and will be presented with the “serv- 
ive aide national award” by the Brotherhood 
Commission, SBC, according to Archie 
King, state Brotherhood director.

Strong did his work, which required 750 
hours, in the area of education.

He has earned $1,200 in scholarship 
money, which may be used over a four year 
period at any Baptist college in Tennessee.

Billie Friel serves as pastor of First 
Church, Mt. Juliet, and Ronald Nokes is 
RA counselor.
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terpretatien

The Lord's Prayer HISTORICALLY
FROM THE FILES

By Herschel H. Hobbs
“These words spake Jesus, and lifted 

up his eyes to heaven, and said, Father, 
the hour is come; glorify thy Son, that 
thy Son also may glorify thee.”—John 
17:1

Matthew 6:9-13 is usually called “The 
Lord’s Prayer.” A better title would be “The 
Model Prayer.” Jesus was not actually pray
ing but teaching about prayer. Since John 17 
is the longest recorded prayer of Jesus, per
haps more fittingly it may be called “The 
Lords Prayer.” Some call it His “High 
Priestly Prayer.” It was prayed somewhere 
between the upper room (John 14:31) and 
the Garden of Gethsemane (John 18:1). 
Perhaps it was near the temple area before 
He left the city.

This prayer clearly divides itself into 
three parts: (1) Jesus prayed for Himself 
(vv. 1 -8); (2) He prayed for the eleven faith
ful apostles (vv. 9-19); (3) He prays for all 
who will receive. Him as Savior through the 
ages (vv. 20-26).
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Church Furnishings

Pews, Pulpit and Chance! Furniture

Phone 704/322-8380
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Hickory, North Carolina 28601

Having completed His mission short of 
the cross, He now prays that in His death 
He will glorify the Father (w. 1-3) and 
subsequently the Father will restore to Him 
His preincarnate glory (vv. 4-5). Then He 
recounts His successful mission (vv. 6-8).

After this He prays for His present fol
lowers who will be left in the world to carry 
on the work He has started (vv. 9-18). He 
pleads for unity of purpose and spirit among 
them (v. 11c. He does not ask that they be 
taken from the world with Him, but be kept 
by the Father as they are left in the world 
to be in it but not of it (vv. 12-18). He asks 
that they may be sanctified or set apart for 
God’s service through the Father’s word 
which is truth. For as the Father sent Him 
into the world, so He is sending them into 
it to witness to the truth (v. 18). Then He 
sanctifies or dedicates Himself to the cross 
for the sake of all who will believe in Him 
(v. 19).

Turning to future believers, He prays for 
their unity of purpose and spirit, a unity 
patterned after that which exists between 
Father and Son (vv. 20-23). He asks that 
ultimately all who believe in Him will be 
with Him in glory (v. 24). He closes the 
prayer by declaring the mutual fellowship of 
understanding and love between Father and 
Son, and looks toward the same fellowship 
with and in all Christians (vv. 25-26).

Here is the bare outline. But to catch the 
spirit of it, you must read it in full as it 
speaks to your own soul.

50 YEARS' AGO
Tennessee’s B.Y.P.U. secretary J. P. 

Edmunds was elected head of the 
educational department of the Arkan
sas Baptist State convention.

John Sevier Church was organized 
at the John Sevier Railroad Yards, 
outside the city limits of Knoxville. 
G. W. Slagle was called as pastor.

25 YEARS AGO
James L. Sullivan was elected execu

tive secretary of the Baptist Sunday 
School Board. A former pastor of 
Belmont Heights Church, Nashville, 
he was pastor of First Church, Abi
lene, Tex.

Nat McKinney Jr. was elected as- 
sociational missionary for New Salem 
Association.

10 YEARS AGO
Kenneth Chapman resigned as pas

tor of First Church, Concord to ac
cept a call to Faith Church, Saskatoon, 
Saskatchewan, Canada.

P. H. Hooker retired from the ac
tive pastorate of Zion Church near 
Benton after 48 years in the ministry. 
He had been with the church 15 years 
and earlier had served the church for 
two years.
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By Jim Griffith
A clergyman, who recently opened the Virginia senate session with a surprisingly brief 

24-word prayer, received a standing ovation from the appreciative senators, the applause 
lasting longer than the prayer.

Apparently, this minister realizes that the long drawn-out prayer may not always 
approach spiritual maturity so much as it encroaches on eternity.

Perhaps many persons feel that he who prays so extensively in public might be indi
cating that he is behind in his private praying.

Furthermore, in excessively long prayers, it could be that one who asks for everything 
may be expecting to receive nothing.

After all, is public prayer designed to be heard by man or God? This much is certain: 
the God who hears our prayers is more concerned with our sincerity than our verbosity.

Fact is, in long-winded praying, we are convicted by Jesus who taught us that one of the 
most effective prayers ever offered consisted of only seven words: “Lord, be merciful to me, 
a sinner.”

Bible Puzzle
Answers on page 14
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1 Cast it away 
(Matt. 13:48)

4 He was perfect 
(2 Chron. 15:17)

7 Word before house 
or keeper

11 Above
12 “to the — shepherd” 

(Zech. 11)
13 The Hararite

(2 Sam. 23:11)
14 Farm enclosure
15 One or ten
16 Secluded hollow
17 Camel swallowers 

(Matt.23:24;2 words)
20 is the way” 

(Matt. 7:13)
22 Release: abbr.
23 Breach
24 Accomplishment

26 Part of jargon
29 “the holy —" 

(Dan. 4)
30 Grampus
31 Darius (Dan. 11:1)
32 Mayday!
33 “the — mercies” 

(Acts 13)
34 Incite
35 Wine: comb, form
36 Oil container

(1 Ki. 17:12)
37 “----- journey” 

(Acts 1)
42 Medicinal plant
43 Tunes
44 Marsh elder
47 Add
48 Artificial language: 

poss.
49 Propel

CRYPTOVERSE

50 Spreads to dry
51 Knots in 

cotton fibers
52 Lamb’s mother

DOWN

1 Cattle genus
2 Aged: abbr.
3 “0 ye------” 

(Ezek. 37)
4 Man (Ezra 2:15)
5 “them that — 

doves” (John 2)
6 “God of------” 

(1 Pet. 5)
7 Menahem’s father

(2 Ki. 15:14; poss.)
8 Old
9 Before scope 

or vision
10 Morays
12 In the same place: 

abbr.
18 Buddhist pillars
19 Ultimate: abbr.
20 Christian forms of 

address: abbr.
21 Nevada city
24 of the water” 

(Rev. 21)
25 “— in their heart” 

(Heb. 3)
26 Ornan

(1 Chron. 21:15)
27 Summer coolers
28 Network
31 Martha’s sister 

(John 11:1)
33 Red or Dead
35 Father of Jesse

(Luke 3:32; poss.)
36 TV panelist Peggy
37 Seasoning
38 Nautical word
39 Covenant
40 Conceal
41 — in the bucket
45 Oath
46 Wonder
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Today’s Cryptoverse clue: X equals H

Foreign mission gifts 
pass $2-million goal

Tennessee’s gifts to the 1977 Lottie 
Moon Christmas Offering for Foreign Mis
sions has passed $2-million, according to 
Mary Jane Nethery, state WMU director.

This is the first time that the annual 
foreign missions offering has passed that 
plateau.

Receipts through February 28 had 
reached $2,053,534.58. The receipt period 
runs from November 1977 through Octo
ber 1978. The offering and the correspond
ing Week of Prayer for Foreign Missions 
is promoted in the churches during 
December.

Miss Nethery reported that gifts to the 
1976 FMB offering totaled $1,945,675.77 
during the entire convention year (Novem
ber 1976-October 1977).

The 1977 Tennessee FMB offering goal, 
as set by the state WMU leadership, is 
$2-million.
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Suicide increases to second 
in young peoples deaths

THOMASVILLE, N. C.—Five years ago 
it was rated fifth. Today, according to the 
World Health Organization, suicide is the 
second-leading cause of death among young 
people in the U. S.

“Suicide among young people aged 15 
to 24 has increased in epidemic propor
tions,*’ said Ari Kiev, a Cornell Medical 
School psychiatrist in a recent Family Week
ly interview.

Why such an increase?
“There’s much more pressure placed on 

young people to participate in activities be
fore they are ready,” Kiev said. “And the 
family has been undermined by such per
plexities as a rising divorce rate, high mo
bility, fragmented structure of communities, 
and weakened goal-directed behavior.”

To the confused youngster, death may 
seem a way out.

“People commit and attempt suicide for 
a number of reasons,” offered William 
Springs Jr., psychologist for the Baptist Chil
dren’s Homes in Thomasville, N. C. “Lack 
of communication, a plea for help, inter
nalized aggression, depression, impulsivity 
are reasons among today’s youth.”

I The Most Popular 
“ New Translation
I Ever

Good News Bible
Over 5.5 million sold 

in the first year!
Thomas Nelson’s classic bur
gundy padded edition $8.95 
Many editions available at your

Springs says an old myth is that people 
who talk about suicide won’t actually do it. 
“Those- who discuss killing themselves are 
just as likely to commit suicide as ones who 
don’t. We need to listen and be aware of 
humans in trouble.”

Suicide and attempts at it are often pleas 
for help. When a person receives no assur
ance of his worth, self-inflicted death may 
become a last bid for love and attention to a 
fast-moving world. Tmmediate-help hot lines 
can be an effective place to turn.

“It’s very difficult to express negative 
feelings in this country,” Springs pointed 
out. However, hostility, guilt, fear, and hate 
need to have some sort of outlet so that they 
are not directed toward self.

“The biggest problem with people who 
are feeling down,” Kiev stated, “is that they 
don’t think people understand.” The Cornell 
psychiatrist suggests a sympathetic approach, 
rather than a “snap out of it” attitude when 
dealing with a depressed youngster.

Are there ways to detect suicide before 
it occurs?

Kiev suggested that parents, friends, and 
teachers be alert to intense withdrawal, out
spoken unhappiness, disturbances in appe
tite or sleep, loss of interest in sports or 
former hobbies, decline in school perform
ance, giving away meaningful obejcts, any 
mention of suicide—even in a joking, light
hearted way.

“In order to prevent suicide we’re going 
to have to train school guidance counselors, 
pastors, parents, teachers to recognize and 
identify suicidal behaviors,” psychologist 
Springs stated. “Take the same steps as if 
looking for drugs. Note radical changes in 
either appearance or behavior, and be watch
ful of the teenager that repeatedly locks him
self in his room and has no interaction with 
others. ” (BP)
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Membership hotline 
keeps them informed

WEST COLUMBIA, S.C. — Northside 
Baptist Church, West Columbia, S.C., has 
developed a new tool for sharing informa
tion and special prayer requests with the 
membership.

The service, called NBC Newsline, lists a 
phone number connected to a recording 
device. Members can call 24 hours a day to 
learn who is in the hospital, get progress 
reports of critically ill or surgery patients, 
and learn of funeral plans, activity sched
ules, special prayer requests, and other 
information or promotion of the church’s 
programs.

“When members call, they get a recorded 
message that varies in length from 20 
seconds to one minute,” explains Lonnie 
Shull, pastor of the 1,700-member church. 
“We feel that by our members being able to 
use their phone once or twice a day they 
can be knowledgeable about the church 
family in a way that allows them to express 
Christian concern and carry out ministry 
promptly. With members scattered in two 
counties we just cannot rely on word of 
mouth to get matters of prayer to all who 
are interested.”

The recorded message is updated as often 
as five times daily. The only church expenses 
incurred for the service are the simple 
telephone answering device and an extra 
telephone line into the church. (BP)

State museum seeks 
Baptist artifacts

The Tennessee State Museum has initi
ated a collection drive in order to secure 
artifacts for its permanent collection.

A wide variety of objects are- needed in
cluding items related to the history of the 
Baptist churches in Tennessee as well as sig
nificant Baptist leaders.

All donations are tax deductible. Anyone 
having an object that might be of interest to 
the museum is urged to contact the Tennes
see State Museum, War Memorial Building, 
Nashville, Tenn. 37219. A description of the 
object, a short history (if known), and a 
photograph are also requested. The quality 
of the photograph is not important. All do
nations, which become state property, are 
cared for by professional museum staff.

The Tennessee State Museum, which 
dates from 1937, is located in the War Me
morial Building in Nashville. A new mu
seum facility in the James K. Polk State 
Office Building and Cultural Complex will 
open to the public in 1980. Plans for the 
museum include an extensive exhibit area 
highlighting Tennessee’s history, classrooms, 
and statewide outreach and educational 
programs. The present museum will then be 
maintained as the military branch of the 
State Museum.
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Retirement income said elderly's main problem
SAN ANGELO, Texas—Inadequate in

come in retirement is the number one prob
lem affecting America’s elderly, Darold H. 
Morgan, president of the Southern Baptist 
Annuity Board said.

Speaking to the Southern Baptist Asso
ciation of Ministries With the Aging, 
Morgan focused on segments of needs for 
older people and pinpointed major develop
ments toward meeting them. He said that 
although older Americans have won the 

attention of the government, a gap still exists 
between the elderly and religious and private 
sectors in establishing worthwhile programs 
for facilities and services greatly needed 
compared with those available.

Greater income heads the list of needs, 
Morgan said, noting that Social Security is 
the chief source of support for most elderly. 
But many recipients remain at poverty level 
or below, even though Social Security bene
fits have almost doubled since 1970.

Morgan commended churches for estab
lishing programs to serve the elderly and the 
association for extending its vision to pro
mote them. He predicted the church will be 
more sensitive and creative in this ministry 
as the older population grows.

“Our older population will live long, en
joy better health and have less money due 
to inflation, so our churches will have to help 
them cope with these challenges,” he de
clared. (BP)

^BOOI^ can be 
the soil from which 

the flowers of the heart

NO TURNING BACK • Marion Bond West
In delightful, can’t-put-it down prose the author shares everyday 
experiences that will help others find the same fulfilment and joy 
of the Christian life that she has found. paperback, $2.25

THE SEARCH FOR ME • Wilson Wayne Grant
This is the story of one man’s struggle to become the man God created 
him to be. It can help free you from emptiness and fear... and release 
you to live. paperback, $3.25

FASTING CHANGED MY LIFE • Andy Anderson
Describes the change fasting has brought about in the author’s life, 
what he found out about fasting in the Bible and in the annals of 
medicine, well-known persons who fast, and the benefits of fasting, 

paperback, $2.25

A MIGRANT WITH HOPE • Elizabeth Newby
As a child the author faced endless poverty, struggle for necessities, 
and restrictions on her potential. This is the story of how through 
Christ she is reaching that potential. $4.95
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RENEWAL REMINDERS • David 
Haney, James Mahoney
Fifty-nine brief devotions told with 
candor, humor, and depth of spirit 
that portray the love of God. Space is 
left after each message for the reader 
to write his own thoughts.

paperback, $2.50

PUT YOUR BEST FOOT FORWARD 
• Michael L. Speer
The image a Christian projects can be 
more influential jthan he realizes. Here 
are guidelines for men on how to dress, 
physical fitness, and good manners.

$4.95

MASTERPIECES OF RELIGIOUS
VERSE • James Dalton Morrison,
editor
Here is a collection of over 1,500 poems 
written by contemporary as well as 
outstanding poets from as far back as 
the second century, paperback, $9.95
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UNIFORM SERIES
Lesson for Sunday, March 19

Witnessing with power
By Paul D. Brewer 

Chairman of the Humanities Division, 
Carson-Newman College, Jefferson.City

Basic Passages: Acts 3:1-4:4 
Focal Passages: Acts 3:1-10; 4:1-4

After describing the life of the church, 
Luke selects an event which illustrates the 
power which is present in the church. The 
miracle of healing which is the point of 
focus in this, chapter provides the evidence 
that the gift of the Spirit is a reality. Jesus 
had promised that His disciples would “re
ceive power” (1:8), and now the wonders 
and signs bear witness to the fulfillment.

A Time of Prayer Acts 3:1
Chapter two of Acts ends with an en

thusiasm and oneness following the vision 
of Pentecost. We do not know how much 
time has elapsed when chapter three be
gins. The chapter opens with a rather casual 
comment about two men. These two fol
lowers of Jesus are still following the tra
ditional Jewish worship practices. Peter and 
John appear at the ninth hour after sunrise 
or in midafternoon for the appointed time 
of prayer. The hour of prayer follows 
the daily sacrifice of the lamb. The incense 
offering is ascending as faithful Jews are 
lifting their prayers to God.

There is no tongue of fire on these two 
rather ordinary looking men. Nothing about 
them attracts attention. The stress is on the 
power of the living Christ in the lives of 
commonplace people. The ecstasy of Pen
tecost is not the way the Spirit always 
works.

Is the statement about the two men as 
casual as it appears on the surface? Isn’t 
Luke rather making a point about the unity 
of the church? The comment takes on 
added meaning as the story unfolds. An 
activist Christian and a reflective Christian 
are praying “together.” These two very dif
ferent types are united by a common savior. 
The barriers which ordinarily separate such 
diverse types are broken down by the power 
of God’s spirit.

STEEPLES 
AND 
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I iwiljulA-olwp
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Peter is the activist, practical man. John 
is the more reflective, or inward directed, 
man. The difference between the two is 
evidenced by the question raised by Peter 
before Pentecost, “Lord, and what shall man 
do?” This query reflects the perplexity 
Peter feels about John. John has been an 
irritant. Peter’s approach to any problem 
has always been that of immediate attack. 
His attitude is to seize a sword and lash at 
the nearest obstacle. John is the poetic, re
flective type. Now beyond the resurrection 
and Pentecost they can pray and serve to
gether. They are not antagonists but are in 
a kingdom wide enough to include both. 
Two men of opposite styles are able to 
worship and pray as one.

A Time of Healing Acts 3:2-7
Luke, the Christian physician, observes 

that the “man” sitting at the entrance has 
been a cripple from birth. The contrast is 
between the need of the helpless and the 
powerlessness of the established religion. In
side the temple are the beautiful ceremonies, 
but the power of God is on the outside.

The language suggests that Peter seized 
the crippled man with a strong grip that 
lifted him. The church, as represented by 
these two men, has something it can not 
hold on to. There are some things which 
can be possessed. Foods can be preserved. 
Paintings can be hidden away. But the gos
pel of love and Christian concern grows as 
it is given away. Silver and gold are not 
possessed by the early church, but the 
power of God can work through trans
formed lives to heal lame humanity.

This even pictures the church as it is to 
be when energized by the Sipirt. It is to be 
a continuing channel through which the 
living Christ can make cripples whole again. 
The normal activity for the church is not 
to run from the world but to set people 
free from the crippling prisons which en
slave them. The moments of inspiration, 
such as Pentecost, must be translated into 
ways of serving. The church cannot stress 
the silver and gold of its numbers and
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buildings to the exclusion of lame human
ity. When people are crippled, the call is to 
help, not to enter a theological dispute 
about who sinned, this man or his parents.

The method of helping is still the same. 
Where there is a human need the church 
must speak in the name of the risen Christ. 
The word must be spoken by those who 
share the concern of the Living Lord. We 
cannot go to help a crippled world in any 
other name. The direct, immediate, and 
personal hand must be offered rather than 
a word about a need.

A Time of Official Opposition Acts 4:1-4
The first persecution of the young church 

is initiated by the Sadducees, the wealthy 
aristocracy who control the temple. Since 
the Roman rule began, they have been 
powerful in the political realm. They have 
their own temple guard and their authority 
is unquestioned in the Temple. This also is 
the group which finally had engineered the 
arrest and execution of Jesus. The opposi
tion from Pharisees and other groups will 
unfold later and in a different way.

Their opposition is caused by resentment 
toward the unschooled disciples who are 
teaching as though they are trained rabbis. 
Since the Sadducees do not believe in the 
possibility of a resurrection, they are an
noyed at the doctrine being taught.

Possibly their greatest fear is that this 
new movement may disturb the status quo. 
The Sadducees have collaborated with the 
Romans and the high priesthood is held 
by Roman appointment. Their wealth is in 
land which can be confiscated easily if the 
political situation is changed. They are 
fearful that this growing movement may 
threaten the peace and thus disturb their 
position. The Romans hold them responsible 
to stop any disturbance.

Notice that the movement is a threat to 
religious leaders but popular with the peo
ple who desire to serve and worship God. 
When people take God as seriously as Peter 
and John, it always threatens those who 
use religion for advantage. The Sadducees 
are insisting that it is better to kill a man 
than to create political and civic dishar
mony. The church declares without apology 
that God must be obeyed whatever the 
consequences.

O /V g

“For whatsoever is not of faith is sin” 
(Rom. 14:23b).
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LIFE AND WORK SERIES
Lesson for Sunday, March 19

Believing in the risen Lord
By Marion C. Barnett, Pastor 

Broadway Baptist Church, Knoxville

Basic Passage: John 20:1-29
Focal Passage: John 20:19-29

The grief which overshadowed the dis
ciples on the day of Jesus’ death is matched 
only by the shock which they experienced 
three days later.

The four gospels are unanimous in their 
testimony that the disciples did not expect 
the events of the resurrection. What John 
says is typical of them all. Mary Magdalene 
QQflies. to the tomb to discover in the pre- 
davj’niarkness that the huge stone covering 
the^crypt has been wrested to one side, 
lea^ng its early visitors suddenly face to 
facl ^ith the gaping blackness. The first 
thought of those who see it is that this is 
thiwtrk of grave robbers who have come 
to w^tomb for political or other unknown 
r^^M.
^■ary Magdalene, the apparent leader of 

tlPgroup of women, hurries back shocked 
ana surprised to give word to the disciples 
who are huddled secretly in the house where 
they have taken shelter from the authorities.

There is no indication from the gospel 
-writer that the swift journey of Peter and 
the beloved disciple signifies anything but a 
desire to quickly investigate for themselves 
this startling news. Their expectations, if 
any, were simply to discover the evidence 
of a grave robbing. The beloved disciple 
arrives first and breathlessly stoops to look 
inside. In the dimness he can barely see the 
linen clothes lying there, but he does not go 
in, either because he is afraid, or because 
he desires not to defile himself by entering 
a tomb.

Then Simon runs up breathing heavily. 
He glances at the beloved disciple hoping 
to read something from the expression on 
his face, then throwing caution and taboo 
to the winds, he stoops through the open
ing into the sepulchre. Standing there, the 
silence broken by the sound of his heavy 
breathing, he takes in the scene. The linen 
clothes are lying there and then, mute evi
dence that someone has been there, the head 
cloth had been rolled up and placed de
liberately over to one side.

Behind him there is a shuffliqg sound as 
the beloved disciple stoops to enter also and 
how they both stand quietly, looking. For 
the first time a suspicion suddenly begins 
to grow in the mind of the beloved disciple 
that this is no mere grave robbing incident, 
“and he saw and believed.”

John would have us to understand (and 
we must remember that it is entirely pos
sible that John is himself the beloved dis- 
ciple who saw these things) that he arrived 
at this belief by sheer personal intuition, a 
leap of faith.

As verse 9 indicates there was as yet no 
external evidence that this empty tomb im
plied a resurrection. As yet the disciples had 
never begun to consider the Old Testament 
Scriptures and how they shed light on these 
present events.

The first post-resurrection appearance of 
Jesus now follows. Its essential ingredients 
are threefold:

1) The appearance of the two men beside 
the tomb whom Mary recognizes as messen
gers of God. The only content of this ap
pearance is that she is asked a single ques
tion, “Why are you weeping?” It is when 
Mary begins to deliberate and to expound 
on the answer to that question that she sees 
the risen Lord.

2) Mary looks up to see Jesus Himself 
standing before her. There is no recognition 
at first, only for a second time the same 
question, “Woman, why are you weeping?” 
And the additional question, “Whom do you 
seek?” She begins to repeat her answer to 
the question and suddenly hears her name 
called. In a cry of recognition and joy, she 
speaks the intimate name which the early 
disciples used for Jesus, “Rabboni!” Then 
follows the brief message of Jesus. “Stop 
trying to hold on to Me. Go to My brethren 
and tell them I am ascending to my Father 
and to your Father, to my God and to your 
God.” Then Mary is left alone.

3) Mary runs quickly to the place where 
the disciples are hiding. Her message to 

A story about ^eath. 
A story about ^Life.

The true story 
of Nina Herrmann— 
a hospital chaplain 
who learned from 
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there’s beauty in all 
things in life.

Even death.

81424/$1.95

Now in paperback from

SOCKET BOOKS Baptist Bookstore)

them is also brief, “I have seen the Lord,” 
she says. And then she repeats His words.

The rest of this chapter contains the full 
unfolding of the post-resurrection experi
ences of the disciples. In these events we 
see John’s recounting of how the disciples 
realize that Jesus has been resurrected. 
Again, the experience is noted for its brev
ity. The disciples are locked in their meeting 
place, pondering the events of the day.

Suddenly, Jesus Himself is in their midst 
and He speaks the ancient Jewish greeting, 
“Shalom!” Without a word He holds out 
to them the wounds of His crucifixion. 
Again He speaks the word of greeting, 
“Shalom,” followed by the message, “As 
the Father has sent Me, even so I send 
you.” In an act which reminds us of the 
creation story, He leans toward His disciples 
and breathes upon them saying, “Receive 
the Holy Spirit,” and gives them a message 
to the effect that the proclamation of the 
forgiveness of sins is itself in their hands.

Eight days later on a Monday evening, 
this event is repeated in substantially the 
same form. This time one who had not been 
with them before, Thomas, is present. Again 
Jesus appears before them in the locked 
room and speaks the word, “Shalom!” Then 
He goes to Thomas and holds out once more 
the evidences of His crucifixion and He 
says to him, “Examine Me and have no 
more reason to doubt. Make yourself able 
to believe.”

There follows one of those extraordinary 
Beatitudes of the gospel, “Blessed are those 
who have not seen and yet believed.”

>++++*+++++++++++++++*++++++++++++++++++
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Though a separate bedroom for each child 
in the family may not be possible or even
necessarily desirable, every effort 
made to eliminate the need for 
a brother and sister to share 
sleeping space, in the opinion 
of a physician specializing in 
sexual development.

“When parents ask at what 
age sisters and brothers should 
be separated, the answer is ‘as 
soon as possible’,” Dr. Gabriel 
V. Laury states in Medical As
pects of Human Sexuality.

Some parents are reluctant to 
give up their dining room or 
den so that children of the 
opposite sex can have their own 
rooms, he concedes. “However, 
this reluctance is often over-

seriousness of 
explained to

believes that

should be

every child in the household is 
entitled to the privacy of a room 
of his or her own, no matter 
what demands this would make 
on parental ingenuity and flexi
bility.
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matter,
and there may be no alternative to having 
siblings of the same sex share a room. Here 
provisions for privacy should have priority 
over any decorating scheme. Screens or 
curtains can partition off each child’s private 
place, and the makeshift division should be 
regarded as inviolate unless the owner gives 
permission to enter. In cramped quarters, 
where parents and children must sleep in the 
same area, it is important for parents to limit 
their nudity level.

The right to modesty, privacy, and one’s 
own sexuality is frequently overlooked in a 
“let it all hang out” era, he notes.
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