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Seminar examines Christian Lifestyles
NASHVILLE—Southern Baptist partici

pants from 25 states spent three days at a 
national seminar sponsored by the Southern 
Baptist Christian Life Commission, absorb
ing a variety of perspectives on how Chris
tians may shape their lifestyle in a complex 
society.

Speakers from the realms of politics, soci
ology, theology, evangelism, economics, 
counseling, government, the church, televi
sion, and missions spent the three days de
livering their views and responding to a bat- 

,tery of questions from nearly 600 partici
pants.

People who take risks—makes themselves 
vulnerable with others “as God did ... in 
Jesus”—will grow and flourish under any 
condition of life or lifestyle, said Liston 
O. Mills of Nashville, Vanderbilt Divinity 
School theologian.

“Some people withdraw, get defensive, 
cynical, or seek ‘righteous power’ to do 
some religious good,” he said. “They would 
save their life, lock it up, to protect them
selves. The Kingdom of God is like children 
and fragile flowers and birds. Openness and 
vulnerability are precisely those qualities 
which allow us to receive and give life.”

Baptist missionaries 
return to Ethiopia

ADDIS ABABA, Ethiopia—Nine months 
after the last Southern Baptist missionaries 
left Ethiopia because of unsettled political 
conditions, a Southern Baptist agriculturist 
and his wife have returned to resume their 
work.

V. Lynn and Suzanne Groce, one of the 
last missionary couples to leave Ethiopia in 
June 1977, were the first to return as sta
bility increased in Addis Ababa, the capital 
city. Another Southern Baptist couple is ex
pected to join them in April.

While waiting in Kenya for conditions in 
Ethiopia to become more favorable, Groce 
has served as administrator and treasurer for 
the Ethiopian Mission (organization of 
Southern Baptist missionaries). An Ethio
pian was in charge of the mission affairs in 
Ethiopia.

The Groces reported the mission proper
ties were in good shape when they returned 
March 24. (BP)

Henlee H. Barnette, who carefully docu
mented his disaproval both of homosexual
ism and ordination of practicing homosex
uals to the ministry, declared that Southern 
Baptists have “homo-phobia” when it comes 
to responding to the rising homosexual prob
lem in America.

Calling for an attitude of love toward the 
homosexual without condoning the homo
sexual’s actions, Barnette, a professor in 
the department of psychiatry and behavioral 
sciences at the University of Louisville’s 
school of medicine, chided his fellow South
ern Baptists for traditionally showing “con
tempt rather than compassion and rejection 
rather than redemption” toward homosex
uals. He said homosexualism is unbiblical— 
as are many other sins—but that Christians 
should show the kind of compassion Christ 
did in helping people.

The retired professor of Christian ethics 
at Southern Baptist Theological Seminary, 
Louisville, Ky., urged churches to engage 
in outreach ministries to homosexuals simi
lar to church ministries to alcoholics and 
drug abusers. He called on churches to 
work for the civil rights of homosexuals.

Tom Skinner, a black evangelist from 
Brooklyn, N. Y., who called for simple life
styles, warned against a “cheap evangelism”

PRISON REFORM—Charles Colson tells 
last week’s Christian Life Seminar in Nash
ville that only Christians can bring about 
reform in America’s prison system “because 
no one else really cares.”

that provides little more than “fire insurance” 
to escape hell.

Too many people who say they are “born 
again” have not changed their lifestyle to 
indicate rebirth, Skinner said. Business prac
tices don’t change, and people still flee to 
the suburbs when “undesirables move in 
and exclude people from their church be
cause of skin color.”

Inflexibility on a number of issues— 
especially on the question of male-female 
relations—also causes Christians lifestyle 
problems, at least two speakers indicated.

Belief in man’s superiority over woman 
was only a tradition of Bible times, not a 
Biblical teaching itself, declared Paul K. 
Jewett, professor at Fuller Theological Semi
nary, Pasadena, Calif.

Christ’s relationship to woman, consider
ing the times, was “positively revolutionary,” 
Jewett said. “He treated women as fully 
human, equal to men in every respect. The 
Apostle Paul, he said, reflected both a Jew
ish background and Christian experience re
lated to women. “There can be bo male and 
female, declares the apostle in Galatians, 
the great epistle of Christian liberty—the 
Magna Carta of our humanity.”

Carolyn Weatherford, executive director 
of the Southern Baptist Woman’s Missionary 
Union, said the church has the responsibility 
to help women deal with their changing life
styles and help them find ways to fulfill their 
call.

“Ordination of women is not the basic 
question facing churches today,” she said. 
“We waste a lot of time debating the merits 
of the idea of ordaining women to be dea
cons or preachers. More basic is whether or 
not God calls women to serve him through 
the church. I do not know of very many 
women who feel called to the pastorate or 
the diaconate. I know many who feel that 
God has called them to significant areas of 
leadership which are not readily open to 
them. Are women in error about their call?”

The battery of speakers included such 
well known figures as Howard Baker, Senate 
minority leader; Charles Colson, born-again 
Watergate figure who now leads a nation
wide prison ministry; John F. O’Leary, 
deputy energy secretary; Van Gordon 
Sauter, general manager of KNXT-TV, Los 
Angeles; Billy Graham team associate evan
gelist Leighton Ford; and William L. Self,
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Speakers, activities announced, 
for Baptist Youth Conference

WASHINGTON—Baptist leaders from 
Taiwan, Sweden, and the United States will 
be featured speakers at the 1978 Baptist 
Youth World Conference in Manila, The 
Philippines July 19-23.

More than 5,000 persons from 70 coun
tries are expected to attend this ninth youth 
conference sponsored by the Baptist World 
Alliance.

Lien Hwa Chow, pastor of Grace Baptist 
Church in Taipei, Taiwan, will keynote the 
opening session with an address on the con
ference theme, “Jesus Christ—the One 
Light for All People.” Chow graduated from 
the Southern Baptist Theological Seminary 
in Louisville, Ky.

Larsake W. Persson, pastor of First Bap
tist Church, Vasteras, Sweden, will address 
the evening session focusing on youth and 
self-identity. Peter McLeod, pastor of First 
Baptist Church, Waco, Texas, will speak to 
the theme of faith. Paul Nichols, dean of the 
school of theology at Virginia Union Uni
versity, Richmond, Va., will close the con
ference with an address on youth and mis
sion.

Programs have been planned to encour
age the exchange of ideas and experiences 
between participants. Each day’s meeting 
will begin with small group discussions 
around a Biblical emphasis.

A souvenir swap will follow the first 
evening’s session. Delegates are being asked 
to bring items typical of their countries to 
exchange with other people from around the 
world.

A “Late Night Show” the last three eve
nings will have two programs running simul
taneously, featuring both informally struc 
tured conversations with several young peo
ple and performing musical groups. (BP)

Rutledge Falls calls Houston
Charles Houston has been called as pastor 

of Rutledge Falls Church, Tullahoma.
A native of Alabama, he has been pas

tor of Prospect Church, Fayetteville; Bell 
Buckle Church; and two churches in Ken
tucky. He attended Cumberland College, 
Williamsburg, Ky., and is a graduate of 
Clear Creek Baptist School, Pineville, Ky.

Atlanta convention hotels 
reported 'filling swiftly'

ATLANTA—Hotel and motel rooms in 
downtown Atlanta are filling quickly for 
the annual meeting of the Southern Baptist 
Convention.

SBC sessions will be held at the Georgia 
World Congress Center, June 13-15, with a 
number of satellite meetings scheduled to 
begin June 11 and another one set for June 
16.

The Atlanta Convention and Visitors Bu
reau said 6,972 hotel/motel rooms within 
the central city of Atlanta have been com
mitted for SBC use. As of March 15, 4,057 
of those rooms were taken. (BP)

Sorah assumes new pastorate
Larry Sorah, former pastor of Henard’s 

Chapel Church, Rogersville, assumed the 
pastorate of Grandview Church, Maryville, 
earlier this month.

He has been in the ministry since 1971 
and served as pastor of East Rogersville 
Church, Rogersville.

The Surgoinsville, Tenn, native attended 
Walters State Community College, Morris
town, and Carson-Newman College, Jeffer
son City. While serving in Rogersville, he 
was active in the work of Holston Valley 
Association.

Daltro Keidann of Brazil, chairman of the 
BWA youth committee, announced a total 
goal of $100,000 has been set for travel 
scholarships to assist in travel and lodging 
expenses of young people from countries 
that would not otherwise be represented. 
The fund is being raised chiefly by contri
butions from individuals and churches.
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HMB notes 1,100 MSC slots 
identified for volunteers

DAYTON, Ohio—Directors of the South
ern Baptist Home Mission Board learned at 
their spring meeting in Dayton, Ohio, that 
the board has identified 1,100 places of 
home missions service- for volunteers for 
the newly formed Mission Service Corps.

“If we had the volunteers for those places, 
we could assign them today,” said David 
Bunch, director of Mission Service- Corps 
coordination for the board. He said the 
board, which has already appointed and 
placed five persons in MSC service, has 31 
volunteers ready to assign and sent out 6,000 
applications to potential volunteers during 
February.

Mission Service Corps, formed with ap
proval of the Southern Baptist Convention 
last June in Kansas City, Mo., seeks to ap
point 5,000 short-term volunteers to home 
and foreign mission fields by 1982 to sup
plement career missionaries. Funding will 
come from the volunteers or donors wishing 
to underwrite a volunteer over and above 
regular contributions.

“The Home Mission Board is how deeply 
involved in developing procedures for en
listing Mission Service Corps volunteers,” 
reported the board’s executive director
treasurer, William G. Tanner. “Nothing is 
more important in this century than Mission 
Service Corps. It is working. We are going 
to make it.” (BP)

MINISTERS’ WIVES—Baptist pastors’ wives in Holston Association held their first offi
cial meeting last month. Audrey Harris, left, wife of James E. Harris, director of missions, 
was elected president. Other officers are, left to right: Mattie Mullins, secretary-treasurer; 
Dot Carpenter, program chairman; and Betty Painter, vice-president. Members of the 
new group include ministers’ wives, and wives of education, youth, and music directors. 
There are 115 churches in the association.

Religious educators to explore 
outreach, at Atlanta session

ATLANTA—Religious educators from 
across the Southern Baptist Convention will 
explore ways the church can reach out 
through missions, evangelism, discipleship, 
leadership and personal development, and 
church growth methods when the Southern 
Baptist Religious Education Association 
meets at the Peachtree Plaza Hotel, June 
11-12.

The association’s meeting is one of a 
number of pre and post convention sessions 
surrounding the annual meeting of the 
Southern Baptist Convention, June 13-15, at 
the Georgia World Congress Center in 
Atlanta.

The educators from Southern Baptist 
churches and institutions will convene under 
a theme, “The Church Reaching Out— 
Through Religious Education,” in support 
of the SBC’s Bold Mission Thrust goal to 
evangelize the world by the year 2000.

The program will feature presentations 
from pastors and ministers of education from 
churches showing significant growth and 
other representatives of agencies and 
churches, according to association president, 
Elmer F. Bailey, associate pastor of Belle
vue Baptist Church, Memphis.

Teams from the growing churches are 

Homer F. Lindsay, pastor, First Baptist 
Church, Jacksonville, Fla., and two educa
tion directors, Frances Hendricks (church 
training) and Guinell Freeman (Sunday 
School); Adrian Rogers, pastor, Bellevue 
Baptist Church, and Bailey; Billy Crosby, 
pastor, Summer Grove Baptist Church, 
Shreveport, La., and John Griffin, minister 
of education; and John Bisagno, pastor, 
First Baptist Church, Houston, Texas, and 
his former minister of education, Harry 
Piland, now secretary, Sunday School de
partment, Sunday School Board, Nashville.

Other program features include Roy 
Edgemon, secretary, church training depart
ment, Sunday School Board, with a presen
tation on discipleship development; William 
G. Tanner, executive director-treasurer, 
SBC Home Mission Board, Atlanta, on the 
church reaching out through mission strat
egy; Reggie McDonough, secretary, church 
administration department, Sunday School 
Board, on leadership development; and 
Piland, on a church reaching out through 
Bible Study.

A special segment of the program, on 
Monday morning, June 12, will feature 
speakers dealing with how religious educa
tors should minister to their own needs. C. 
Winfield Rich, minister of administration and 
education, Belmont Heights Baptist Church, 
Nashville, will speak on “Caring for One 
Another as Religious Educators;” Russell H. 
Di Id ay, president-elect, Southwestern Bap
tist Theological Seminary, Fort Worth, 
Texas, “Caring for New Religious Education 
People;” and Allan Petersen, executive di
rector of Family Concern, Inc., Wheaton, 
Ill., “Caring for Families of Religious Edu
cators.” (BP)

Evangelists announce 
session during SBC

ATLANTA—Five Southern Baptist evan
gelists will speak at the Southern Baptist 
Evangelists’ Conference which meets June 14 
at Baptist Tabernacle in Atlanta and will 
feature a program of preaching and music.

The conference is one of a series of satel
lite meetings surrounding the annual meet
ing of the Southern Baptist Convention, 
June 13-15, at the Georgia World Congress 
Center in Atlanta. The evangelists will meet 
from 12:45 p.m. to 4:30 p.m. EDT during 
an afternoon when no SBC session' is 
scheduled.

Speakers will be Bill Penley, an evange
list from Fletcher, N. C., and president of 
the group; and evangelists Melvin Wise, 
Atlanta; Charles Chapman, St. Louis, Mo.: 
and E. J. Daniels, Orlando, Fla.

Don Womack of Memphis, is executive 
officer of the conference. (BP)
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Men's booklet offered in 3 languages
MEMPHIS—A new booklet, How to 

Begin Brotherhood Work, has been published 
in Spanish, Chinese, and Korean languages 
by the Southern Baptist Brotherhood Com
mission and Home Mission Board.

The purpose of the booklets is to help 
ethnic language churches become aware that 
the missions education program for men and 
boys is important for church growth, said 
Dan Moon, language missions consultant for 
the commission and a member of the mission 
board’s language missions department. More 
than 1,500 Southern Baptist churches in the 
United States are expected to use these 
materials.

“To our knowledge, this is the first time 
any Southern Baptist denominational agency 
has ever simultaneously produced materials 
in three major foreign languages,” Moon 
said.

The booklet explains the philosophy of 
Brotherhood work and provides information 
about how to organize Baptist Men and 
Royal Ambassador groups.

“It is our goal for every Southern Baptist 
church to have an effective Brotherhood 
program, including language churches,” 
Moon said.

“The booklets are designed to present the 
Brotherhood program in the context of the 
language and culture of the people who 
speak Chinese, Korean, and Spanish.”

Moon wrote the booklets first in English, 
or as he said, “in plain vanilla,” and asked 
translators to “put the flavor on top of it.”

Moon took existing Brotherhood materials 
and rewrote, simplified, and condensed the 
booklets, adding flexibility so that even the 
smallest ethnic church could adapt it to their 
situation and organize some type of Brother
hood work.

The English manuscript was then edited
** f-------------------------------------------------------------------------~---------------------------- ------------------- ■ ----- ■  — - - — —■ --.I I J.  

Ridgecrest weekend planned 
for young married couples

NASHVILLE—The second annual Me>- 
morial Day Weekend retreat for married 
young couples will be held May 26-29 at 
Ridgecrest Baptist Conference Center.

“Christian Marriage: Games or Growth?” 
will be the theme of the four-day meeting 
which begins Friday evening and concludes 
Monday morning. The theme also is the 
title of a book by G. Wade Rowatt which 
was prepared for the 1978 Christian Home 
Week emphasis.

Rowatt, assistant professor of psychology 
of religion at Southern Baptist Theological 
Seminary, Louisville, will lead four theme- 
related sessions. Cecil Sherman, pastor of 
First Baptist Church, Asheville, will be the 
Bible study and worship leader.

“Getting to Know Yourself” will be the 
subject of sessions led by Everett B. Bar
nard, personnel counselor at the Sunday 
School Board.

LANGUAGES—Glendon McCullough (left) 
of the Brotherhood Commission and William 
Tanner of the Home Mission Board (center) 
examine new Brotherhood materials just re
leased in Spanish, Korean, and Chinese. Dan 
Moon (right) is language consultant for both 
SBC agencies.

by about 60 ethnic pastors to make it fit the 
cultural and ethnic context of each language 
group.

Copies of the translated manuscripts were 
circulated among ethnic language pastors 
who critiqued its terminology to be certain 
it communicated clearly and din’t carry “an 
anglo mentality,” Moon said.

The booklets are available for 15 cents a 
copy from state Brotherhood departments 
or from the Brotherhood Commission, 1548 
Poplar Avenue, Memphis, Tenn., 38104.

Zambia seminary stays 
open during emergency

LUSAKA, Zambia—When emergencies 
force personnel transfers on the mission 
field, missionaries, and local leaders alike 
step in to help meet the need.

This was the case at the Baptist Theolog
ical Seminary of Zambia. When the semi
nary’s principal, Southern Baptist mission
ary Dick A. Rader, had to transfer to South 
Africa for medical reasons, the seminary 
board of governors asked several people to 
teach until a replacement could be obtained.

Two of the substitutes, Southern Baptist 
missionary Jerry A. Hubbard and Zambian 
pastor Moses Chimfumpa, drive 270 miles 
from Serenje each week to teach classes two 
days a week.

Others who live in Lusaka are also helping 
out. These include missionary Franklin A. 
Kilpatrick, publications director, and Frank 
J. Baker, communications director for the 
mission organization in this country.

At the beginning of the year the seminary 
had five returning students and 10 new stu
dents, according to Kilpatrick, missionary 
press representative. He said the board Of 
governors is looking for ways to make per
manent staff arrangements.

Seminar examines
(Continued from page 1) 

pastor of Wieuca Road Baptist Church, 
Atlanta, Ga.

Baker, who took an unpopular stand with 
many Tennessee constituents when he voted 
for ratification of the controversial Panama 
Canal treaties, said if America is going to 
have a face-off with communism, it should 
be with Russia and not Panama.

Noting that the Soviet Union is in the 
midst of the greatest arms build-up since 
Nazi Germany in World War II, Baker said, 
“Our Christian beliefs cannot prosper in 
any world where communism reaches domi
nance.”

Colson challenged Christians to get in
volved in prison reform and in meeting the 
needs of inmates. He called the nation’s 
prison system “an abysmal failure” and said 
that unless Christians are willing to do some
thing, there’s no hope for change.

Sauter and Harry Hollis, the Christian 
Life Commission’s director of family and 
special moral concerns, disagreed on the 
effect television has on the American society 
and lifestyles.

Hollis called TV a “moral wasteland” 
which stereotypes and dehumanizes people, 
exploits and abuses women, blunts moral 
sensitivity, contributes to the drug culture 
by picturing the use of drugs as an accept
able way of life, is the nation’s number one 
sex miseducator, contributes to family in
stability, helps precipitate violent acts, and 
blunts sensitivity to the harm violence does 
to human beings.

Sauter said it is wrong, and even danger
ous, for advocates of television reform to 
urge television programming to reinforce, 
or to set, community standards. ‘Television 
is there to entertain, no more, no less. It is 
not there to determine or advance value 
systems. I don’t believe television has a 
profound impact on changing society. It is 
society that changes television.” (BP)

Steering committee named 
for conference on aging

NASHVILLE, Tenn.—A Southern Bap
tist Conference on Aging, to be held in 1980, 
is one step closer with the naming of a 
steering committee to plan the event.

The first Southern Baptist Convention 
Conference on Aging was held in Nashville, 
Tenn., in 1974. The planned second confer
ence is the outgrowth of interest on the part 
of the Southern Baptist Association of Min
istries with the Aging (formerly the Southern 
Baptist Association of Executives of Homes 
for the Aging) and the SBC Workgroup on 
Aging.

The 1980 aging conference is expected to 
review the work of the SBC in the field of 
aging since 1974; determine future directions 
of SBC programming emphases related to 
aging; and provide input into a proposed 
White House Conference on Aging for 1981.
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Our People and Our Churches . . .
CHURCHES...

Siam Church, Elizabethton, observed a 
bond burning ceremony last month. The 
service climaxed the final payment of 
$75,000 in bonds which were sold in 1965 
for the construction of a two-story brick 
veneer educational building. Jack Mont
gomery served as bond chairman, and 
Alphas Anderson as treasurer of the trustees 
incorporate. Thomas E. Galton served as 
pastor during the construction period, and 
was also chairman of the building commit
tee. Other committee members were Craw
ford Bowers, Luther Chambers, Jack Mont
gomery, Jack Lovelace, and Shelby Oliver. 
Gatton is now pastor of Second Church, 
Knoxville. The bond burning was led by 
pastor John E. Crawford and Jack Lovelace, 
chairman of deacons.

First Church, White House, voted during 
a called business session to accept the rec
ommendation of the building committee to 
purchase a 12-acre tract from Cordell and 
Mildred Doss for $50,000, according to 
pastor Tom Mosley. The date of sale and 
deed will be June 26, 1978, but the contract 
is effective immediately, Mosley said.

Ten churches participated in a family en
richment conference for Watauga Associa
tion, hosted by Grace Church, Elizabethton, 
recently. Over 85 persons, including 10 
pastors, attended the conference.

Magna View Church, Nolachucky Asso
ciation, broke ground for a $150,000 sanc
tuary. Completion is expected sometime 
near the end of this summer.

First Church, Mt. Juliet, in a called busi
ness session, voted to sell the church’s presr 
ent property and buildings. Construction is 
underway on new facilities for the church. 
Billie Friel is pastor.

Hawthorne Church, Dyersburg, is in the 
process of remodeling their church building. 
JerreO Dawson is pastor.

Springhill Church, Dyersburg, has an 
educational and activities building under 
construction. Jack Chapman is pastor.

PEOPLE...
Steve McPherson and Steve Cain were or

dained as deacons by East Commerce 
Church, Lewisburg, last month. Robert Mf- 
zell, director of missions, New Duck River 
Association, gave the charge to the church. 
Carl N. Price, pastor, gave the charge to 
the deacons. Clyde Cutrer, Belmont College, 
Nashville, preached the ordination sermon.

Liberty Church, Nashville, ordained John 
W. Bush Jr. as a deacon last month. H. D. 
Estes is pastor at Liberty Church.

Floyd B. Morne, 77, father of Clifford 
Horne, director of Cooperative ministries 
for Nashville Baptist Association, died 
March 29. Funeral arrangements were 
pending in Dalton, Ga.

Park Avenue Church, Nashville, licensed 
Jeff Carney to the gospel ministry last 
month. Carney is a member of that church. 
Robert Mowrey is pastor.

Mr. and Mrs. J. H. Hooper, Spring 
Creek Road Church, Chattanooga, celebrated 
their 50th wedding anniversary recently. 
L. Frank Welch is pastor at Spring Creek 
Road.

Richard Tallent, called recently as pastor 
of Gregory’s Chapel, Sweetwater Associa
tion, was ordained last month. Virgil Tallent, 
his father, served as moderator. Verlin Self 
gave the charge, and Lon Shoopman 
preached the ordination message.

Sam Boone was ordained to the gospel 
ministry at Hopewell Springs Church, Madi
sonville, last month. He has been called as 
pastor of Tevis Springs Church in the same 
city. James Patton served as moderator, and 
Ronnie Watson preached the message.

Campus ministers set 
session in Atlanta

ATLANTA—Andrew Lester, associate 
professor of psychology and pastoral care 
at Southern Baptist Theological Seminary, 
Louisville, Ky., will lead a series of sessions 
during fhe second annual meeting of the 
Association of Southern Baptist Campus 
Ministers, June 11-12, at the Baptist Stu
dent Center at Georgia Tech University.

The meeting is one of a number of pre 
and post convention sessions which meets 
in connection with the annual meeting of 
the Southern Baptist Convention, June 13- 
15, at the Georgia World Congress Center in 
Atlanta.

Lester will lead sessions on the “Theology 
of Counseling” and “Crisis Intervention and 
Short Term Counseling Related to College 
Students.”

Other program personnel for the associa
tion, formed last year prior to the annual 
SBC meeting in Kansas City, include Pearl 
DuVall, chaplain, School of Nursing, Geor
gia Baptist Hospital, who will speak on 
“Mental Health of Campus Ministers,” and 
Dick Bumpass, president of the organization 
and campus minister at the U.S. Naval 
Academy, Annapolis, Md. (BP)

Steve Davis was licensed to the ministry 
by First Church, Newbern. The church ex
tended a call to Davis to serve as minister 
of music and youth. A native of Arkansas, 
he is a student at Dyersburg State Com
munity College. Max Walker is pastor.

Bethel Church, Nolachucky Association, 
ordained James K. Weeks as a deacon.

LEADERSHIP...
Billy Bateman resigned as pastor of Maple 

Grove Church, Judson Association, and 
plans to do supply and interim work.

In Dyer Association, Nolan Criner re
signed as pastor of Elon Church. He has 
served there for 14 years.

Cedar Grove Church, Maryville, called 
Fred O. Ponton as interim pastor. Ponton 
retired from Calvary Church, Alcoa, in 
February. The former pastor of Cedar 
Grove Church is Doug McPherson.

Don Kennedy, former minister of music 
and youth, Northview Church, Memphis, is 
now serving in music evangelism and as a 
creative resource consultant for Word Inc., 
Waco, Texas. Kennedy has served on church 
staffs for the past 10 years. Thomas Pirtle is 
pastor at Northview.

Brentwood Church, Brentwood, called 
Steve DeVoss as minister of youth and 
activities. DeVoss is a student at Southern 
Baptist Theological Seminary, Louisville, 
and plans to commute until the end of the 
spring semester. Bill Wilson is pastor of the 
Brentwood church.

Woodrow Ford returned to Caney Fork 
Church, Stone Association, to serve as inter
im pastor.

Larry Shotwell, consultant in the Sunday 
School department at the Baptist Sunday 
School Board, has been called as part-time 
minister of education by First Church, 
Franklin.

Belmont ministerial student 
hurt in work-related accident

Roy Graves, a ministerial student at Bel
mont College and former pastor of Double 
Springs Church, Baxter, was injured serious
ly in an accident at his work several weeks 
ago. He is in Donelson Hospital, Donelson.

The young ministerial student was in
jured when two crates of steel signs over
turned on him. Each crate weighed approxi
mately 1,150 pounds. He is the son of Mr. 
and Mrs. Truman Graves, Antioch.
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Joint Easter service in Israel 
offers hope in Mideast tensions

By Ruth Fowler
JERUSALEM—-Armed soldiers, children 

wearing new clothing, and centuries-old 
Easter traditions marked the resurrection 
celebration in the Holy Land.

Amid Middle East tensions, Baptists saw 
hope in Easter as Hebrew and Arab Chris
tians worshipped together in the West Jeru
salem Baptist Church.

Easter celebrations began on Palm Sun
day with a march into the ancient section 
of Jerusalem. Local congregations through
out Israel had similar observances.

On almost every street there were soldiers 
working or walking. They were armed, 
ready for action. The local people are ac
customed to them. Israel is not the only 
nation with such soldiers. Throughout the 
area there is an undercurrent of fear.

For most of the more than 3.5 million 
people in Israel, Easter was just another 
working day. Both Muslims and Jews cele
brate a different day of worship. But for 
Baptists in this troubled part of the world, 
the season has special meaning.

Ibrahim Sim’am is a Baptist pastor work
ing with permission of the Israeli govern
ment helping Lebanese refugees along the 
border. In the past few years he has seen 
much death, but also, he says, much life. As 
his family left for a Good Friday service, he 
recalled a child born just minutes after he 
had taken the mother to the hospital. For 
him life, new life, is possible even amid the 
death of recent weeks. And through Christ 
he sees the hope of new life for the Middle 

were made in the shapes of a crown of 
thorns and the rock at Christ’s tomb 
entrance.

Easter is an important celebration for 
such families—the largest Christian feast. 
This family would celebrate in both a Bap
tist and Greek Catholic church. Dozens 
would pass through the home, each bearing 
Easter greetings and praise that Christ is 
risen.

As hundreds gathered for sunrise services 
at the garden tomb and on the Mount of 
Olives, the people of West Jerusalem Bap
tist Church worshipped with them. They had 
already held their church’s services on Sat
urday so more members could come.

As the sun rose choirs of Christians sang 
praises. The hearts of Baptists of West Jeru
salem Church also rejoiced, for they saw in 
the joint worship of Hebrew and Arab Chris
tians a foretaste of what true peace can be 
brought through Christ. (BP)

Ruth Fowler, staff writer-consultant for the 
Southern Baptist Foreign Mission Board, was in 
Israel as part of a writing tour of the Middle 
East and India.

Two C-N graduates appointed US-2ers
Two graduates of Carson-Newman Col

lege, Jefferson City, are among 43 persons 
named to missionary service by the South
ern Baptist Home Mission Board.

Wendall P. Gibson and Melinda Bean 
will serve for two years under the US-2 
program in Jasper, Ala., under the HMB’s 
special mission ministries department. The

SOUTHWESTERN PRESIDENTS—David 
George (center), president of the Tennessee 
alumni of Southwestern Baptist Theological 
Seminary, met with current seminary presi
dent, Robert Naylor (left) and president
elect R. H. Dilday Jr. during a session with 
state alumni presidents. George is pastor of 
Immanuel Church, Nashville.

two appointees plan to be married in the 
near future.

Gibson is a native of Barnwell, S.C., and 
is a graduate of North Greenville College, 
Greenville, S.C., and Carson-Newman.

Miss Bean is a native of Nashville.
Both have served as summer mission

aries.
East. “A new resurrection is possible,” 
Sim’an says, “a lasting peace.”

In Nazareth, the wife of Baptist deacon 
George Laty showed the new skirt her daugh
ter would wear on Easter. It was Saturday, 
called by custom the Day of Light.

Laty was a Communist activist before he 
became a believer and was saved from a 
death sentence twice during the war of 1948. 
Both times he was imprisoned by mistake. 
His testimony is that of a life changed from 
hate to love.

Another Baptist family, in a village near 
the Sea of Galilee, shared in ancient Easter 
customs. Neighbors and relatives came to 
visit and were served Easter cakes. The cakes
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Ban holds on explosives 
for religious services

WASHINGTON—Do Chinese-Americans 
have a constitutional right to use powerful 
firecrackers in religious observances? Or can 
the federal government outlaw such explo
sives for safety reasons?

Those are questions the U. S. Supreme 
Court will not answer. The court’s refusal 
to hear arguments involving a Consumer 
Product Safety Commission ban on power
ful firecrackers leaves the ban in effect.

The appeal to the high court was brought 
by the state of Hawaii on behalf of Buddhist 
Chinese-Americans who use firecrackers to 
drive away evil spirits and to attract benign 
or ancestral spirits. They are also used in 
connection with the Chinese New Year ob
servance and for other celebrations, includ
ing weddings, birthdays, funerals, openings 
of businesses, and dedications of new houses.

In a written brief to the high court, Ha
waii accused the Consumer Product Safety 
Commission with displaying a “cavalier dis
regard for important Chinese religious 
rights” and of making a “mockery of the 
first amendment freedom of religion.”

The Consumer Product Safety Commis
sion countered by saying that while the use 
of firecrackers in Chinese religious obser
vances is “sincere and necessary,” an ex
emption for religious purposes was rejected 
in that any exemption “could lead to serious 
abuse and could create serious enforcement 
problems.” (BP)

TENNESSEAN IN JORDAN—Rebecca Faulkner (second from left) looks through a 
book with three of her students at Ajloun Baptist School in Jordan where she is a teacher. 
A native of Erwin, Miss Faulkner is serving two years as a missionary journeyman 
under the Southern Baptist Foreign Mission Board. Her father is pastor of Erwin’s First 
Church.

Wood suggests actions to protest 
IRS regulations for institutions

DALLAS—James E. Wood Jr., executive 
director of the Baptist Joint Committee on 
Public Affairs, advised Southern Baptist in
stitutions to consider judicial, administra
tive, and legislative remedies to government 
regulations which impose financial account
ability to the Internal Revenue Service on 
all church agencies and institutions not ruled 
as “integrated auxiliaries of churches.”

“The seriousness and gravity of the situa
tion have increased,” Wood told the 16th 
Southern Baptist Business Officers Confer
ence. “We’re now in a position which I think 
can accurately be called a crisis. Indeed, it’s 
a mounting crisis involving our churches and 
church agencies and the IRS.”

Southern Baptist churches and church 
agencies and institutions have opposed any 
attempt by the IRS to define “integrated aux
iliary of a church” since this means, in effect, 
that the government would be defining the 
mission of the church by determining what 
is and is not a “religious activity.”

Those agencies or institutions which don’t 
qualify as an “integrated auxiliary” are now 
required to file Form 990 annually. The 
form calls for detailed financial information.

Wood said church-related institutions can 
use “petitioning” to call on the president and 
the Treasury Department to “revise, re
examine, or even rescind” the IRS definition 
of 1977.

He said correspondence and contacts with 

the White House—an example of what he 
means by “administrative remedies”—have 
drawn no response to the issue of the finan
cial accountability of churches, church 
agencies and institutions.

In “judicial remedy,” a Southern Baptist 
organization might refuse to comply with 
the regulation with the full intention of en
tering into litigation and court action against 
the ruling.

“The hope would be that the federal court 
would find the entire regulation unconstitu
tional,” Wood explained. “We believe that 
it is a violation of the First Amendment.”

Institutions could also seek a legislative 
remedy for the regulation by securing the 
introduction of a bill in Congress which 
would modify or even rescind it, Wood said. 
He stressed that any Southern Baptist organi
zation should seek legal guidance before at
tempting any of the three remedies. (BP)

South Africans respond 
to Baptists7 programs

WYNBERG, South Africa—A record 180 
students enrolled in theological education 
programs provided by the Baptist Union of 
South Africa as the 1978 scholastic year 
began.

Forty-one students graduated from the 
five Baptist union institutions in 1977 and 
have gone out into various facets of Chris
tian ministry throughout South Africa and 
Swaziland. Southern Baptist missionaries 
Mr. and Mrs. Harrison H. Pike are lecturers 
at the Western Province branch of the Bap
tist Theological College of Southern Africa 
in Cape Town, South Africa.

CHURCH FURNITURE 
From Factory to Church

RAINSVILLE CHURCH PEW 
COMPANY

Route No. 1, Box 405
Rainsville, Ala. 35986

Phone 205-638-2467 or 638-3882
Also we upholster old pews.

HOUSEPARENTS, mature, Christian 
couples needed to care for young peo
ple in a live-in situation. Good salary 
and benefits provided.

Contact

TENNESSEE BAPTIST 
CHILDREN'S HOME

Box 519, Franklin, TN 37064 or
phone 615-794-6648.
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EDITORIAL

Statistics should question our commitments
Sometimes Southern Baptists are accused of being so con

cerned about numbers, that the “S” in SBC might stand for 
“statistics.” Although statistics certainly do not tell the whole 
story, they are at least one indicator of our concerns.

Last week the research services department of the Baptist 
Sunday School Board released inforniation about the 1977 
numerical reports of state conventions affiliated with the 
Southern Baptist Convention. (Total SBC statistics were released 
earlier. See Baptist and Reflector, Feb. 23). These reports were 
based on the annual church letters for the Oct. 1, 1976-Sept. 
30, 1977 period.

Some interesting—and some depressing—impressions result 
when these 1977 figures are compared with the 1976 reports.

The statistics are based on church letters from 2,760 
Tennessee churches in 1977—two more than the 2,758 which 
reported the previous year.

Total membership of TBC grew to 977,641, which is 7,022 
more than 970,619 in 1976. This is a 0.7 percent increase, 
which is less than the 1.2 percent gain for the total Southern 
Baptist Convention.

Resident membership in Tennessee grew from 733,975 
to 738,764—a 0.7 percent gain. The SBC reported a 0.9 
percent growth.

Baptisms dropped in Tennessee, as they did in the Southern 
Baptist Convention. Our state’s churches reported 23,482
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baptisms in 1977; a 15.8 percent decline from the 27,902 
reported in 1977. The SBC baptisms experienced a 10 percent 
drop.

Enrollments in Tennessee church-related organizations de
creased in the same areas as did the SBC—while both increased 
in music enrollments.

Sunday School enrollment in Tennessee declined 0.9 percent 
from 537,124 (1976) to 532,538 (1977). The SBC’s decrease 
was 0.4 percent.

Vacation Bible School enrollment in the Volunteer State in 
1977 was 226,113—a 4.6 percent decrease from the 236,963 
reported on 1976 church letters. The SBC decline figures 2.5 
percent.

Church training enrollment in Tennessee in 1977 totaled 
151,413, compared to 156,684 the previous year. Tennessee’s 
decrease was 3.4 percent, while SBC church training dropped 
3.9 percent.

Woman’s Missionary Union enrollment in our state ex
perienced a 1.4 percent drop—from 75,208 in 1976 to 74,134 
in 1977. SBC-WMU reported a 1.8 percent enrollment decline.

Tennessee’s Brotherhood enrollment in 1977 was 29,953—a 
0.6 percent decrease from the 30,147 in 1976. Total decline for 
the total Southern Baptist Brotherhood was 1.2 percent.

The only bright spot in our state’s church-related organiza
tions was music enrollment, which increased 0.7 percent (the 
same as the SBC). Music organizations enrollment reached 
100,516 in 1977, compared to 99,861 the year before.

The greatest growth reflected in Tennessee’s 1977 statistics 
was in the area of finances.

Total gifts through Tennessee Baptist churches grew from 
$108,601,494 in 1976 to $118,600,488. This gain of nearly 

- $10 million calculates to a 9.2 percent gain—which was identi
cal to the total SBC.

Mission expense reported on Tennessee church letters totaled 
$19,529,898 in 1977. This was a 9.7 percent gain over the 
$17,809,865 in 1976’s mission expense. The SBC increase was 
10.3 percent.

The percent of Tennessee’s total gifts going to mission causes 
showed a slight increase. In 1977 this percentage was 16.5—up 
from 16.4 percent in 1976. However, the total SBC percent is 
reported to be 17.1 percent.

The value of church property owned by Tennessee Baptist 
churches reached $531,099,270 in 1977. This was a 9.7 percent 
increase over the $484,261,087 in 1976 church property value.

All things considered, 1977 was not a very good year 
for Tennessee Southern Baptists. Granted: this editorial has 
assaulted you with a lot of figures. Perhaps a more revealing 
indication would come from a similar study of your own church.

The obvious conclusion must be that if we are a “people
centered” denomination—committed to confronting every person 
on earth with the gospel by the year 2000—we need to change 
some priorities and reverse these tragic trends.
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Cicero’s 
comment

By the editor
Cicero was attending Easter services at 

Activity Baptist Church. Before the service, 
Pastor Trey D. Shunn was sharing with me 
his pet peeve.

“Cicero, you ought to launch a blistering 
editorial campaign about the way some 
churches are being influenced by the com
mercialization and pagan practices of the 
world,” Trey thundered.

“What do you mean?,” I asked.
Trey D. Shunn began to recount the 

emphasis on gifts, decorations, and activities 
that churches are using during the Christ
mas season. “They’ve almost forgotten the 
real meaning of Christmas.”

The pastor said he was glad we got to 
talk before the service. “I will be very busy 
the rest of the day,” he added. “After 
church, we are having our annual Easter 
egg hunt.”

Trey told me he had rented a bunny suit 
to wear while presenting the prizes. There 
would be dyed baby chicks for those chil
dren in each age group who found the most 
eggs—a blue chick for the one finding the 
most, red for second place, and white for 
third—“the same colors as ribbons awarded 
in athletic events,” he boasted.

“Then we hid a special gold egg. The kid 
who finds it will receive a purple-dyed baby 
rabbit!”

Other prizes would be given for the most 
gaily decorated egg.

“What about adults?,” Cicero wondered.
“They are not forgotten,” Brother Shunn 

shouted. “The church is presenting an Easter 
lily to every adult who abstained from some 
sin during the 40 days of Lent.”

Cicero commented that Easter seemed to 
be a special day in the church.

“Right,” Trey entoned. “We are having 
the children’s choir to sing this morning at 
the front of the auditorium, so the kids can 
show off their brand new Easter clothes. 
And, of course, our adult choir will not 
wear robes today for the same reason.”

Trey D. Shunn impatiently glanced at his 
watch. “I hope you will write something 
about Baptist churches using pagan practices 
during Christmas. Now, if you will excuse 
me—I need to add the finishing touches on 
my morning message, “Putting All Your 
Eggs in One Basket.”

Letters on any religion-related subject are welcomed. Letters of over 300 words 
will not be used. Other letters may be shortened at the discretion of the editor. 
No unsigned letters will be printed, but writer’s name will be withheld for 
sufficient reason. Letters must contain complete address.

'Ridiculous, disgusting'
Dear editor:

In the Baptist and Reflector (Feb. 23) I 
read of a Danish filmmaker, Jan Thorsen, 
who wished to have his manuscript The 
Many Faces of Jesus published in the USA. 
The article stated that the manuscript depicts 
Jesus as having been sexually active in both 
heterosexual and homosexual relationships.

I cannot conceive of any sane person 
writing anything so ridiculous and disgust
ing. Thorsen should remember that even 
though Judas Iscariot betrayed Christ for 30 
pieces of silver, he did not try to defame 
nor smear the name of Jesus by dirty 
accusations.

“God is a spirit” (John 4:24). He is the 
first person of the trinity. He came to this 
earth, in the person of Jesus Christ. He 
lived a perfect life. There was no carnality 
about Him. When we human beings even 
suggest that Christ was carnally minded, 
we blaspheme His holy name and bring 
condemnation upon ourselves.

I am not sure just what sinning against 
the Holy Ghost is. Maybe Thorsen shall get 
forgiveness for the blasphemous literature 
he has produced, but I think he should do 
some serious Bible study and prayerful 
thinking before he tries any further to get 
his manuscript published.

. Laura Billings Fox 
Rt. 2
Niota, TN 37826

'Missing' minutes
Dear editor:

For several years there has been a ques
tion concerning two “missing” years of 
Nashville Baptist Association minutes—the 
first annual session (1900) and the 19th an
nual session (1918). This has been of some 
concern to those interested in the associa
tion’s history.

The 1900 minutes were located and are 
now in Dargan-Carver Library at the Bap
tist Sunday School Board. They are bound 
in a volume, Tennessee Baptist Districts— 
1900.

The 19th annual session was scheduled to 
meet with Green Hill Church in Mt. Juliet 

\Anniversary

Help celebrate your Southern Baptist 
Radio-Television Commission’s 40th year. 
Observe MAY 21 - "Radio-TV Sunday" 
A card to Radio-TV Commission, Ft. Worth, TX 76150 
now will bring free program materials for your church.

on the first Sunday in October 1918. How
ever, there appeared a notice in the Baptist 
and Reflector (Oct. 17, 1918) which stated 
that the meeting had been postponed to 
Nov. 7, 1918. That meeting was postponed 
until Nov. 21-22, 1918 because of a flu 
epidemic (Baptist and Reflector, Nov. 7, 
1918).

In talking with some of the people in the 
association at that time, it has been learned 
that the epidemic, the Armistice Day (Nov. 
11), and Thanksgiving season caused no 
meeting to be held in 1918. This is further 
borne out in the fact that the 19th annual 
session was held with Green Hill Church in 
Mt. Juliet Oct. 9-10, 1919. The tradition 
of the association at that time was not to 
hold meetings at the same place on suc
cessive years.

The 1917 annual session was numbered 
the 18th, and the 1919 annual session was 
numbered 19th, leaving no gap in the list of 
annual sessions.

There are no “missing” minutes for the 
year of 1918. The association did not meet, 
so no minutes were printed. Solved at last!

W. Lenard Measures
P. O. Box 31
Kingston Springs, TN 37082

I’m pleased you and the “Baptist and Re
flector” files were able to solve the mystery, 
(editor)

'A new creature'
Dear editor:

I read your editorial “Flynt, filth, faith” 
(March 16). I don’t believe any born again 
Christian would ever question the fact that 
God loves Larry Flynt; that we all need 
prayer; that we do need strong anti-obscenity 
laws; and it’s easier to criticize and condemn 
than love and understand.

The question here is far deeper in con
cept or skepticism concerning the authen
ticity of one man’s conversion. Paul did 
spend three years of study and was endorsed 
by Barnabus before he applied his con
version to a life of Christian service. How
ever, Paul did not return to wallow in the 
same pits of degradation after his con- 

(Continued on page 12)
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More letters from the Editor . . .
(Continued from page 9)

version. Let’s adhere to the truths of the 
Bible, confess our faults one to another, 
and pray for one another. Let God’s Holy 
Word reaffirm, “Therefore if any man be in 
Christ, he is a new creature; old things are 
passed away; behold, all things are become 
new.”

Only when we return to our first love will 
we begin to vacate the golf courses, con
versions will multiply, and Christ will take 
His rightful place of honor in our world.

Born again has become a meaningless 
expression on the tongue of many the

TBC tennis players to compete 
in fourth annual tournament

Tennessee Baptist tennis enthusiasts will 
vie in singles and doubles matches at the 
fourth annual TBC tennis tournament, 
scheduled to be held May 22-23 at Belmont 
College in Nashville.

According to Bill Henry, associate in the 
student department, TBC, anyone on the 
staff of a Baptist church or a worker in an 
associational, state, or convention office may 
participate. Trophies will be awarded in 
both categories.

Advanced registration is necessary, Henry 
said, and may be sent to Tom Seale, Broad
man Art, 127 Ninth Avenue North, Nash
ville 37234.

Groups, Reserve Now for
The GREAT PASSION PLAY, 

America’s No. 1 Drama!
Tickets, lodging, recreation and meals 

$12-$ 14 a person at
Keller’s Country Dorm Resort

Route 1, Eureka Springs, Ark. 72632 
Phone 501-253-8418 

world over. We need more God-fearing, 
God-called pastors, evangelists, leaders, and 
workers truly sanctified and led of the Holy 
Spirit. These men will not have to be con
stantly reminded about their mission in this 
life. They not only know John 3:16 by 
heart; they really believe it. What a tre
mendous price Jesus paid for the little we 
give in return.

Alfred W. Parsons 
2308 David Circle 
Chattanooga, TN 37421

Perhaps our prayers and encouragement 
will help new Christians and seekers to 
forsake the golf course sand traps and other 
“pits of degradation.” (editor)

Homemaker needed
Dear editor:

This month a beautiful Christian mother 
died in Nashville. She left her husband, a 
physician doing his residency at one of our 
hospitals. There are two small children to 
care for.

The husband desires a mature woman to 
live in to give stability to the home. She 
would have adequate free time, and some 
household help will be provided.

Perhaps there is someone who could help 
make a home for these precious children.

Mrs. DeVaughn Woods 
1048 Lynwood Blvd.
Nashville, TN 37215

WOLFE BROS. & CO.
A PINEY FLATS, TENN.

- CHURCH FURNITURE

Library convention set 
at Maryville next week

The 1978 Tennessee Baptist Library Con
vention will be held April 13-14 at First 
Church, Maryville, according to Jean Ad- 
kinson, state church 
library consultant.

Major conferences 
will be offered in the 
areas of promotion, 
audiovisuals, learning 
teams, and media cen
ter development plan. 
Special interest groups 
will study filing, as
sociational officers’ 
work, reaching out 
with media, media 
center administration, 
storytelling and puppets, and how to process 
historical materials.

Wayne E. Todd, secretary, church library 
department, Baptist Sunday School Board, 
will adress the participants. It will be Todd’s 
last library convention to attend in Tennes
see before his scheduled retirement this 
August. The former pastor assumed his 
present position with the board in 1959.

Conference and interest group leaders 
scheduled include: Frank Murray, Memphis; 
Glynn Hill and Keith Mee, BSSB; R. E. 
Loftin, Nashville; Mrs. J. H. Walker, Knox
ville; Harold Bass, Jackson; Vaughtie Row
land, Chattanooga; Mrs. Tom Brown, Mur
freesboro; and Adkinson.

Musical meditations will be brought by 
Beth Lanham, Memphis.

The first session will begin Thursday after
noon at 1:30, with the final session adjourn
ing at 8 p.m. Friday.

Drexel
Church Furnishings

Single Parenting Conference Pews, Pulpit and Chancel Furniture

Phone 704/322-8380
Dept. J. P.O. Drawer 2187 

Hickory, North Carolina 28601

Ridgecrest Baptist Conference Center 
May 19-21

Total Cost - $40.75, double occupancy
Includes two night’s lodging and six meals

Featuring: Dr. Charles E. Smith
Dr. J. Clark Hensley

For reservations or more information write:
Ridgecrest Baptist Conference Center 
Box 128
Ridgecrest, North Carolina

Sponsored by Family Ministry Department — BaptistSunday School Board

Any Church Can Afford^
Write or call

CHIM FMW ।
At a price J

WAGONER BROS. 
MFG. CO.

Tel. (501) 675-2468

Booneville, Arkansas , 
72927 t
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Walking away from 
the high cost of health care 

can start with these.

What are we doing to ourselves? We ride to work. Sit behind 
desks. Ride home. Sit at the table and eat like crazy. Then sit 
on that.

And we pay for it. With increasingly costly health care. And 
shortened lives.

One of the best things we can do for ourselves is exercise. 
And some of the best exercise costs absolutely nothing. Requires
no special training or equipment. And takes no more skill than 
putting one foot in front of the other.

Take a walk. Today, and every day. It's good exercise in
itself. Or a good way to work up to a more 
strenuous program. \»

In the long run, keeping in _ IDBnfrv »
shape can help save you money in lilDCAl X a HAI IVUAli
, V, k t t t LIFE INSURANCE COMPANYhealth care. And it can help save you. Birmingham, Alabama

For a free booklet about exercise and preventive health care, send coupon to D r\
Liberty National, Communications Department, Section N, P.O. Box 2612, Birmingham, AL 35202.

NAME-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

ADDRESS------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

CITY--------------------------------------------------------STATE----------------------------ZIP----------------------
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HISTORICALLY
FROM THE FILES

50 YEARS' AGO
St. Elmo Church, Chattanooga, laid 

the cornerstone of its new building. 
L. C. Clark was pastor.

An article by Frank E. Burkhalter 
in Baptist and Reflector stated that the 
biggest problem confronting messen-- 
gers to the Southern Baptist Conven
tion meeting in Chattanooga in May 
was the alarming decline in contribu
tions of the churches to missions and 
benevolences. In the last seven years 
contributions dropped from $14,037,- 
611.48 to $7,900,483.58, a decline of 
$6,137,127.90.

25 YEARS AGO
Woman’s Missionary Union meet

ing at First Church, Knoxville, elected 
Mary Mills as executive secretary
treasurer. She was to succeed Mary 
Northington who was retiring after 30 
years. The convention voted to have a 
Mary Northington Scholarship as a 
part of the Golden State Missions 
Offering. A $2,191.50 check was pre
sented to Miss Northington.

First Church, Ripley, observed open 
house for the new pastor’s home. It 
was occupied by Pastor Bernard Scates 
and Mrs. Scates.

10 YEARS AGO

Jnlpit Un
By Jim Griffith

As in the old story of the man who sold a mule to a friend and said, “He always does 
everything I want him to do, but I have to hit him with a plank to get his attention,” God 
often uses similar methods to get our attention.

Some of God’s children are like a waitress in a busy restaurant—it’s hard to get their 
eye.

A preacher once called a special meeting to deal with the falling plaster and general 
rundown condition of the church.

The preacher asked for pledges from deacons and members of the finance committee. 
He looked at one of the more prosperous members and asked: “Would you like to start 
the pledges?”

“I’ll pledge $5,” the man said. At that moment a piece of plaster fell from the ceiling 
and hit the man’s head.

“I meant $50,”’ he said hastily.
Lifting his eyes toward heaven, the preacher pleaded: “Hit him again, Lord.”

First Church, Goodlettsville, dedi
cated its $700,000 auditorium and 
educational buildings. John R. Chris
tian was pastor.

Jim Craine resigned as pastor of 
First Church, Gallatin, to become pas
tor of First Church, Anderson, S.C.

AUTHORS WANTED 
BY N. Y. PUBLISHER

Leading book publisher seeks manuscripts of 
all types: fiction, non-fiction, poetry, scien
tific, scholarly and religious works, etc. New 
authors welcomed. For free booklet, writeJ 

VANTAGE PRESS. Inc.
516 W. 34 St., Dept. JL, New York 10001

STEEPLES 
AND 

BAPTISTRIES

FIBERGLASS

mm .
Box 133 Phone 277-1551

Dalton, Ga. 30720
Write or Call For Free Color Brochure
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In the creative tradition of Ronn Huff who

A netu and beautiful musical experience

Rona Huffs

heart. Take Eclectic ... add the light, 
and give it to Ronn Huff; it all adds up 
to a brilliant collection of new 
arrangements including: Sometimes 
"Alleluia'', Jesus Paid It All, I Just Feel 
like Something Good Is About To 
Happen, Joy Comes In The Morning, 
and many others.

eclectic light can best be explained 
by defining its name. (Eclectic ... to 
select what is best and true from 
many sources; not adhering to any 
one musical style but taking the best 
elements of all. light is spiritual 
illumination ... illumination not 
perceived by the eye, but by the

Cclectic light is available 
right now as an album for 
your listening pleasure 
at home and as a 
songbook with 
accompaniment tapes for 
your church choir.

Available at your 

A ABAPT ST △aAsTORES

gave us SONGS FOR TH€ CHURCH 
_ TRIUMPHANT, TH€ MIRRCLC GO€S ON, 
ALLELUIA and HIS LOV€ RCRCHING comes
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UNIFORM SERIES
Lesson for Sunday, April 9

The church meets trouble
By Paul D. Brewer 

Chairman of the Humanities Division 
Carson-Newman College, Jefferson City

Basic Passage: Acts 5:12-42
Focal Passage: Acts 5:17-29

Luke begins this section of Acts (5:12) 
by giving a general description of the state 
of the church (See 2:43-47 and 4:32-35). 
Here the emphasis is on the apostles and 
their popularity which reaches its height at 
this time. The past lessons have shown the 
young church exposed to threats from 
within its own ranks as well as opposition 
from outsiders.

This lesson shows the forces of persecu
tion gaining the courage of desperation. The 
Sadducees have become perplexed by the 
remarkable popularity of Christianity and 
marshal their forces to stop the church’s 
expansion. They are willing to use force to 
achieve their ends; and the young church 
begins to realize the high cost of commit
ment to Christ.

Imprisoned Acts 5:17-18
This story has many parallels to the 

earlier story of Peter and John before the 
authorities (4:1-31). In both of the stories 
there is an arrest at the end of the day, a 
night in jail, a sermon by Peter, a warning 
from the rulers, a refusal to obey the

“As newborn babes, desire the sincere 
milk of the word” (1 Pet. 2:2).

CUSHIONS FOR
CHURCH PEWS

COMFORT AND BEAUTY
AT PRICES YOU CAN AFFORD

smithson cYwch
mtERiORS inc

CONTACT US FOR FREE ESTIMATE 
P 0 BOX 6976, OKLA CITY, OKLA 7360

PHONE 405-794-6681

warning, release, and a renewed enthusiasm 
in the church fellowship.

One difference that stands out between 
the two is the increased level in hostility. In 
this account the authorities use the whips 
to strengthen the force of their warning. 
The first effort had been merely to prohibit 
the teaching of the doctrine of the resurrec
tion, but now they are committed to using 
force to stop it.

The whole work and teaching of the 
Sadducees is flatly contradicted by the 
possibility of resurrection. They fully under
stand the power of this apostolic preaching 
and had understood from the time Jesus had 
been on earth. They took His teaching 
seriously enough to have urged Pilate to 
take special precautions to have His tomb 
sealed and guarded.

This new interest in the apostolic message 
by the people is becoming so widespread, it 
will eventually frustrate the purposes of the 
Sadducees to destroy the young church. 
Seeing this possibility the leaders are “filled 
with indignation” (vs. 17) and have the 
apostles arrested as common disturbers of 
the peace. To this point they have not been 
hurt but they see the challenge to their 
authority. What person is going to look to a 
priest for help when he can walk with God! 
Their kingdom is being challenged and they 
know it.

Set free Acts 5:19-21a
The fascinating thing about verse 19 is 

the very casual way in which it is stated. 
The early church is not surprised at the 
power of God to set His people free. They 
have been experiencing the resurrection 
power in many ways and are not shocked at 
this new experience.

The word “angel” can be translated mes
senger. ■ In many of the events in the Old 
Testament, the “angel of the Lord” is an 

expression for God’s intervention in human 
affairs. If this translation is used, it refers to 
the fact that God has used a human agent 
to do His work. If the word is taken literally, 
it means that God has sent one of His 
special agents to open the prison doors. No 
details are given, but in any case God has 
intervened and delivered His people.

They are delivered, not because of who 
they are, but because of the task they have 
been given. The release is not for their 
personal benefit, but for the purpose of 
furthering the gospel. They are to preach 
“the words of this life.” Their mission is not 
to tell of the miracle or to give a sustained 
explanation of things but to preach the good 
news.

Judged Acts 5:21b-28
The High Priest, seeking to end the apos

tolic teaching, calls the whole council to
gether. This meeting includes the inner 
circle of power plus the Senate. It has been 
rare for this august group to meet together 
which attests to the keen interest in the new 
movement.

The real inspiration for the opposition to 
gather its forces is jealousy and even hatred. 
The jealousy is caused by the fear of having 
their authority over the people set aside. 
The new popularity of the apostles is 
playing havoc with their control. Hatred 
and fear are also present. They do not 
understand the new movement and cannot 
account for its popularity.

Like people today, the Sadducees find it 
easier to deny or oppose the new rather 
than face and understand it. The one thing 
they do understand is that the reins of 
power are slipping from their hands. They 
have used intimidation and now try force.

There is a real touch of humor to Luke’s 
account as this important assembly gathers, 
and there are no prisoners to be brought 
before it. They sit in all their pomp and 
ceremony denying the power which renders 
them helpless to hold the apostles in prison. 
There is also a touch of satire when it is 
announced that the lost prisoners are in the 
temple teaching the resurrection.

The High Priest utters a remarkable 
testimony to the power of the early church 
when he says that it has “filled Jerusalem” 
with its teachings. This word reveals clearly 
the profound effect the church is having on 
the city.

Committed Acts 5:29
Once again the early church leaders affirm 

their commitment. They turn the courtroom 
scene into an opportunity for witnessing to 
their faith. They do not defend themselves, 
refer to their achievements, nor even com
plain about the treatment they have re
ceived. The key word they use is “obey.” It 
is a word which does not appear many times 
in the New Testament. It suggests absolute, 
unquestioning submission. The church lead
ers are not suggesting that they are called to 
patronize, defend, talk, or ask others to 
assume responsibility. They are going to 
obey God—whatever the cost. Christianity 
is not to be admired; it has to be lived.
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life and work series
Lesson for Sunday, April 9

Man. in relationship
By H. Eugene Cotey, Pastor 

First Baptist Church, Murfreesboro

Basic Passage: Genesis 2:4b-25
Focal Passage: Genesis 2:7-9, 15,18-25

Man’s special relationship to God
From the beginning man has had a 

special relationship to God. The lesson last 
week (Genesis l:l-2:4a) described the crea
tion of the universe including plant and 
animal life. This week’s passage focuses on 
man’s unique place in the plan of God. The 
language of verse 7 states that something 
exceptional happened; God breathed into 
man the breath of life, making man a living 
personality. The breath of life aspect is no I it from other creation, but it is vastly 

it that man became living personality, 
’s close association with God was 
one of delight and pleasure. God 

id a place for man and called it 
which means “delight.” When man is 
per relationship to God, life is a 
, but life out of touch with God can 
erable. Man may seek pleasures, but 
elf is not a pleasure. Only God can 
genuine satisfaction into the heart of 

man.

A third factor in man’s relationship to 
God is that God is the source of both 
physical and spiritual life. Man’s physical 
life is a gift from God, and his spiritual life 
comes from making the right decision based 
on his God-given freedom of choice. The 
“tree of life” was in the garden. What 
makes life a delight is that man accepts 
God’s way of life. The way to life is 
unhindered when man is obedient to God’s 
will. Otherwise, man will not be able to find 
his way to the tree of life.

The other tree, “the tree of the knowl
edge of good and evil” was the responsibility 
tree. Man must be responsible in his choice 
before God. Man is innocent until he comes 
to that first primary choice of life, What am 
I going to do about a personal relationship 
with God? This choice determines whether 
one is to live in the garden of delight in the 
presence of God or whether one is to 
confront life on his own terms apart from 
God.

Man’s relationship to life
Man is a responsible creature before God. 

Other animal life lives by instinct and whim, 
but man lives on a higher plane if he fulfills 
his place in the world. The word steward
ship figures prominently in understanding

BUS FOR SALE: 1964 Ford, F 600, 54- 
passenger, good condition. Call Carl 
Price, pastor, East Commerce Baptist 
Church, Lewisburg, TN. Phone 615-359- 
1027 or Steve McPhearson at 615-254- 
8942.

man’s place before God. And stewardship 
means work. Work was not given to man as 
punishment for disobeying God; it was given 
as a means of fulfilling the potential of man. 
As God, the Creator, worked, man created 
in His image was to work, too. The punish
ment for disobedience was hard labor above 
and beyond the normal work of man.

The world does not owe any man a living, 
not the first man nor any man after him. 
While God gives us opportunity to earn a 
living, He does not promise, nor should 
anyone expect, a living to be given man. 
God does give health and abilities and 
mental faculties for man to perform his 
vocational duties. Man’s acceptance of this 
work relationship is important to a healthy 
adjustment to life.

Man does not have the choice of being 
responsible or irresponsible. God placed 
him in the garden to dress it and keep it. If 
man shirks his duty to life, the failure will 
bring hurt and harm to himself and others.

Man’s relationship to his partner
Man is not expected to live by himself, 

for God provided in woman a counterpart 
to the nature of man. The basic natures of 
man demands a helpmeet. In spite of the 
many differences in male and female, the 
Scripture underscores the oneness of man
kind by its use of the same root word for 
man and woman. Rather than using two 
different words, the author chose the word 
“ish” in its masculine and feminine forms 
to describe the created man and woman.

Man’s association to his life-partner is to 
transcend any other human relationship. In 
v. 24 the ideal relationship is set forth. The 
family is society’s smallest but most im
portant unit. Until one takes his own life
partner, he is most closely united with his 
father and mother. But there comes the time 
when this becomes a secondary relationship 
of life. It is still an important kinship but 
nonetheless, secondary. Much trouble in 
marriage originates in not understanding 
that in marriage new primary ties are forged.

Mother, father, and child are caught up in 
the process the Scripture calls “leaving 
father and mother,” or cutting the apron 
strings.

It has been said that God’s method of 
creating woman is indicative of His plan for 
the marriage union. He did not create 
woman from man’s head to be ruled over, 
nor from his foot to be trod upon, but He 
made woman from man’s side to stand 
beside him, from under his arm to be 
protected; and from near his heart to be 
loved. The primary regard then belongs to 
the husband or wife. They shall “cleave,” 
meaning cling, to one another.

The marriage of a man and woman has 
not reached its fullest until before God, they 
become “one flesh.”

Contrary to popular theory, the oneness 
is not a sudden, free wedding gift; it is a 
lifelong transformation of the “alone” into 
the “together,” as the partners continue to 
learn to share. The sharing must transcend 
the physical to include, also, the emotional 
and spiritual aspects of life. The joys of 
marriage are in the constant, loving effort to 
understand and help each other.

To experience the singular marital close
ness that God intended, the partners operate 
by God’s principle of self-giving love, which 
was best exhibited in the life of Jesus Christ.

P.O. BOX 2250 DANVILLE, VA. 24541 
PHONE 1804 j 797-3277

BOWLING UNITED INDUSTRIES

THE EFFECTIVE FATHER. A 
fascinating study of effective 
fatherhood ... required reading 
for every man who is responsi
ble for the rearing of children— 
indeed, for both parents. The 
principles outlined here are al
most equally relevant to fathers 
and mothers. Drawing on his 
pastoral counseling experien
ces and his own family life, Gor
don MacDonald presents this 
practical, encouraging guide to 
effective fatherhood.

A TYNDALE 
HOUSE 

PUBLICATION

Paper, $4.95.
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PARTNERS IN GROWTH
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Broadman Press to sponsor contest 
for best unpublished gospel song

NASHVILLE—A gospel song writing 
contest sponsored by Broadman Press will 
offer prizes of $500, $300, and $200 to 
winners selected for submitting the best un
published songs.

Don Butler, executive director of the 
Gospel Music Association, will be one of the 
judges, along with W. F. Myers, vice-presi
dent of SESAC, a licensing agent for com
posers and authors. Mark Blankenship, 
Broadman Press music editor, will be respon
sible for screening all entries.

Baptist seminary in Colombia 
observes 25th anniversary

CALI, Colombia—International Baptist 
Thelogical Seminary has gone beyond the 
quarter-century mark.

With a faculty of five and a student body 
of three, the seminary launched into its in
auguration year on March 3, 1953.

On March 3, 1978, the seminary cele- 
brated its 25th anniversary, noting in the 
intervening years that 151 graduates have 
gone to work in 10 countries. Students have 
come from 14 different nations. Today the 
seminary has 68 students enrolled.

To change or correct 
your address

Attach label from your latest copy 
here and show new address below— 
include zip code. When changing ad
dress please give two weeks notice. 
Please write, do not call address 
changes to insure accuracy.

All correspondence relating 
to your subscription

should be accompanied by your address 
label. If you are receiving duplicate 
copies please send both labels.

Address all requests to:

BAPTIST AND REFLECTOR
Post Office Box 347

Brentwood, Tennessee 37027

Name .............................
please print

Address ..................

City ................

State ........ Zip Code............

Entries must be sent to the Broadman 
Gospel Song Competition, Nashville, Tenn. 
37234, no later than Aug. 31, 1978. Win
ners will be announced in October 1978.

All participants must send a tape record
ing of their song, plus a lead sheet with the 
melody, words, and chords. Previously 
published materials are not acceptable-.

Broadman Press will copyright and pub
lish the winning songs, and Broadman re
tains first refusal rights to the publication of 
all songs submitted.

A self-addressed, stamped envelope should 
be- included for the return of material not 
accepted.

Kenya missionary's condition 
said serious after accident

NAIROBI, Kenya—Mrs. Jack G. Partain, 
Southern Baptist missionary to Tanzania, 
remains in serious condition after being 
transferred to Nairobi (Kenya) Hospital 
March 28.

The Partains and another missionary, Mrs. 
Tom W. McMillan, were involved in a car- 
truck collision in Kibaha, Tanzania, March 
23 in an early morning rainstorm. Mrs. 
Partain and Mrs. McMillan were both ad
mitted to the Muhimbili Hospital in Dar es 
Salaam. Still semiconscious and suffering 
from a brain contusion and a broken nose 
and right arm, Mrs. Partain was moved to 
Nairobi Hospital for continued medical care.

Mrs. McMillan went home to Arusha, 
Tanzania from Kilimanjara Hospital in 
Moshi, Tanzania. She was transferred there 
March 24. Suffering from a fragmented hip 
socket and fractured left arm, she is to be in 
traction for six to eight weeks. Partain, who 
was driving, suffered only minor injuries and 
was not hospitalized. (BP)

Savings, Retirement Accounts 
Auto & Personal Loans

Baptist Employees Credit Union of Tennessee 
P.O. Box 4536 

Memphis, Tennessee 38104 
901-276-5421

Baptists aid refugees 
crowding into Beirut

BEIRUT, Lebanon—Baptists have under
taken neighborhood relief programs in the 
vicinities of their Beirut churches following 
an influx of refugees from war-ravaged 
Southern Lebanon.

The Ras Beirut Baptist Church began with 
a survey of surrounding apartment buildings 
and then purchased blankets and food sup
plies to help meet emergency needs of hun
dreds of families. Relief funds of the Baptist 
mission (organization of Southern Baptist 
missionaries) were then donated 
to help the church continue 
supplying food to uprooted Leb
anese.

The Musaitbeh Baptist Church 
also is using mission relief funds 
to feed hungry Palestinian and 
Lebanese refugees who crowded 
into the neighborhood a few 
days after the Israeli offensive 
in Southern Lebanon. Church 
members are visiting the refu
gees and distributnig cards en
titling the bearers to receive 
help, and young people are 
packaging food supplies pur
chased by the men. The refugees 
bring their cards to the church 
to receive the packages.

Relief agencies estimate that 
fighting has uprooted 140,000 
people. About 100,000 of these 
have crowded into West Beirut 
and existing refugee communi
ties near Beirut. Others are in a 
tent camp near Sidon. (BP)

Union computer expands 
services, adds courses

In a move to expand its Computer Science 
Center, Union University in Jackson has 
installed a Hewlett-Packard 3000 Series II 
computer. The new unit, which replaces the 
smaller system the college has utilized since 
November 1975, will be a boost to Union’s 
academic offerings due to the varied capa
bilities of the system, explained Computer 
Center Director Bill Truex.

The system provides for expansion of 
existing courses in computer science as well 
as the eventual addition of several new 
courses, Truex added. Union currently of
fers a minor in the field.

In addition to the expansion of course 
offerings at Union, administrative applica
tion is also being enlarged in the college’s 
business office and other administrative 
areas.. In addition, existing programs such 
as registrations are being converted to run 
on the new system, Truex said.
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