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Mission, gifts pass mid-year goal 
despite low receipts in April

Tennesse Southern Baptists reached the 
mid-way point of the convention budget 
year with mission gifts through the Coop
erative Program running 6.5 percent ahead 
of last year, according to Ralph E. Norton, 
executive secretary-treasurer of the Ten
nessee Baptist Convention.

Cooperative Program receipts for the No
vember 1977-April 1978 period totaled 
$5,384,951.62, which is $328,527.27 more 
than given during the same months of the 
previous year ($5,056,424.35).

This increase came despite the fact that 
April receipts of $672,822.33 were the low
est month of the current budget year. 
Norton said that this doubtless occurred 
because last month’s receipt period closed 
on April 28—two days before the last 
Sunday of the month.

April’s Cooperative Program gifts were 
24.7 percent less than the $894,013.63 
given by Tennessee Baptists in April 1977.

The budget-goal approved by messengers 
to the 1977 TBC is $10,550,000, making 
the mid-year goal of $5,275,000. Coopera
tive Program gifts for the first six months 
of the budget year were $109,951.62 (2.1 
percent) above the goal pace.

The monthly goal for the current budget
year is $879,166.67. April’s Cooperative 
Program receipts were $206,344.34 (23.5 
percent) under the 1978 monthly goal, Nor
ton noted.

The Tennessee executive secretary said 
that last month’s Cooperative Program re
ceipts were in no way an indication of de
cline in mission interest and support, adding 
that many church treasurers do not send 
their monthly mission gifts to the conven-

R. G. Lee dismissed from hospital
Robert G. Lee has returned to his home 

in Memphis after being discharged from 
Methodist Hospital-Midtown in that city 
several days ago.

The former Southern Baptist Conven
tion president and pastor emeritus of Belle
vue Church, Memphis, was taken to the 
hospital in mid-April for what was thought 
to be a heart ailment. He was listed in 
satisfactory condition. A spokesman at the 
Lee residence told Baptist and Reflector 
that his condition is “about the same.” 

tion until after the final Sunday of each 
month.

Norton predicted that April Cooperative 
Program receipts, which were not received 
at the TBC office in time to be counted, 
would be received in May and would return 
mission giving to the level it has experienced 
during the first five months of the conven
tion year.

Youth Ministry Coordination 
Basic Seminar offered in May

NASHVILLE—The third annual Basic 
Seminar on Youth Ministry Coordination, 
designed for professional church staff mem
bers and volunteer workers, both full-time 
and part-time, will be May 8-12 at the Sun
day School Board’s Church Program Train
ing Center.

Bob R. Taylor, consultant in youth min
istry coordination for the Board’s church 
administration department, will serve as di
rector, and working with him will be youth 
professionals from almost every phase of 
youth ministry on the denominational level.

CAMPCRAFT—Kenny Rains, program as
sistant in the Tennessee Brotherhood de
partment, recently helped inaugurate the 
Southern Baptist Convention’s Royal Am
bassador Adult Campcraft Training Pro
gram. The training sessions, which were 
held in Memphis, will launch a program to 
train men how to teach campcraft skills to 
boys.

Annuity Plans affect 
minister's exemption 
from Social Security

DALLAS, Tex.—Two recent rulings by 
Internal Revenue Service will greatly affect 
ministers who are currently exempt from 
participation in Social Security.

One ruling (77-88, LRB 1977-14) indicates 
that the buying of a retirement annuity or 
participation in an annuity program (such 
as the Southern Baptist Annuity Board) pre
cludes a minister’s eligibility for an exemp
tion from Social Security participation.

Ministers who have filed for exemption 
from self-employment tax and Social Se
curity coverage—but who participate in a 
retirement program—may need legal advice 
as to the possible denial of their exemption 
and liability for retroactive self-employment 
taxes.

The other ruling will make it possible for 
ministers who have claimed exemption from 
Social Security participation in the past, 
but who now want the coverage, have until 
April 15, 1979, to become reinstated in the 
program.

Kenneth Collins, field representative of 
the Dallas Social Security Administration, 
says, for the first time, members of the 
clergy have been granted “an extended 
period of grace” to decide whether to retain 
or forego exemption from coverage.

“If you are a member of the clergy who 
was exempt from Social Security coverage 
in 1977,” explained Collins, “you can now 
revoke the exemption and get coverage 
starting with your first taxable year, begin
ning or ending after Dec. 20, 1977.”

Collins stressed that once a minister has 
revoked exemption, he may not again file 
Form 4361 for new exemption.

To revoke exemption, Internal Revenue 
Service officials report that members of the 
clergy should write the commissioner of 
the IRS in Washington, D.C. 20224.

Ministers and other persons classified as 
members of the clergy are covered under 
Social Security as if they were self-employed, 
Collins explained.

This holds true unless they file Form 4361 
and are granted exemption on the grounds * 
they are opposed to accepting private or 
public insurance such as Social Security 
because of conscience or religious principle.

“Under the old law,” Collins said, “the 
exemption was irrevocable and an individual 
could not be covered later.”



History's effect on. doctrines 
viewed at Baptist conference

By James Lee Young

FORT WORTH—If you take the word 
of Southern Baptist historians meeting here, 
the denomination has some problems to iron 
out that are rooted in history.

The irony is that by looking at history, 
speakers indicated during a joint meeting of 
the Southern Baptist Historical Commission 
and Society, Baptists can better understand 
their own problems and more readily find 
solutions to them.

No problem cited was considered too 
great for the 13 billion member denomina
tion to overcome, however, according to the 
speakers.

Setting the pace for the conference was 
Albert McClellan, a recognized Southern 
Baptist planner and leader who is associate 
executive secretary and director of program 
planning for the Southern Baptist Executive 
Committee, Nashville.

McClellan told the group that Baptists 
are no longer a homogenous people, al
though their “basic dimension” is still doc
trinal.

“The Baptist mind of today may be less 
sharply defined than in the past,” McClel
lan said. “Accelerated communication and 
lack of sensitive debate in recent times may 
have brought increased mobility of con
viction,” he said.

In his address, however, McClellan cited 
several characteristics of what he termed, “a

CIRCULATION THIS ISSUE—78,567

baptist and Reflector
Established 1835

Post Office Box 347, Brentwood, Tenn. 37027 
Phone: (615) 373-2255

Alvin C. Shackleford ..................................................... Editor
Eura Lannom .................................... Assistant to the Editor
Bobble Durham .......................................Editorial Assistant

Published weekly except Christmas week by the 
Executive Board of the Tennessee Baptist Conven
tion at Brentwood, Tennessee, (Post Office Box 
347) 37027. Subscription prices: $3.75 individual; 
clubs of ten or more, $3.40; church budget, five 
and one half cents weekly when sent to 50 
percent or more of church homes. Second class 
postage paid at Brentwood, Tennessee, and at 
additional mailing office.

Space forbids printing of resolutions and obitu
aries. Advertising rates on request.

Member of Baptist Press (BP) news service of 
the Southern Baptist Convention.

News-Journal of Tennessee Baptist Convention 
Ralph E. Norton, Executive Secretary-Treasurer

BOARD OF DIRECTORS: George Capps Jr., chairman; 
C. Henry Preston, vice-chairman; Gayle Alexander, 
William E. Crook, John Daley, Jim Dusek, Charles D. 
Earl, Ray Fowler, Hayward Highfill, Howard Kolb, Pat 
Landrum, Mrs. R. Trevis Otey, J. Arnold Porter, Paul 
Shell, Bill Sherman, Gerald Stow, and Herschel Wood
burn.

fairly well defined core of theological under
standing common to most Southern Bap
tists,” the first—that the Bible is the final 
authority in all matters of the Christian 
faith.”

In a related address on sources of au
thority in Baptist thought, James Leo Gar
rett Jr., religion professor at Baylor Uni
versity in Waco, Tex., said the early church 
saw authority as mediated by Jesus Christ 
or through the Holy Spirit.

Eventually, he said, the channels through 
which religious or doctrinal authority was 
said to be conveyed was through the bibli
cal, ecclesial (creeds, confessions of faith, 
gifted or duly ordained ministers), and per
sonal.

H. Leon McBeth, church history profes
sor at Southwestern seminary, traced funda
mentalism from its roots and examined its 
effects on Southern Baptists.

Most Southern Baptists are Bible believing, 
conservative people, but most are not fun
damentalists,” McBeth told the conference 
participants.

“The Southern Baptist Convention and 
its agencies have never, to this point, fallen 
under control of extreme doctrinaire, funda
mentalist forces that were active in the 
1920s.”

But, he noted, Southern Baptist thought 
has been greatly shaped and influenced by 
fundamentalism, and, “no doubt, a large 
number of Southern Baptists are outright 
fundamentalists, and others share many of 
their doctrines.”

Addressing another controversy among 
Baptists today, a New Orleans Seminary pro
fessor said the so-called charismatic move
ment has made a “relatively slight impact” 
on Southern Baptist life and is “declining.”

Claude L. Howe Jr., noted, “It’s true that 
small groups of charismatics have emerged 
in many Southern Baptist congregations— 
often creating fear and frustration. “But if 
only 100-200 churches of 36,000 or 10,000 
members of 13 million or charismatics, 
“the results are not impressive.”

The Historical Commission in its April 24 
business session adopted a $270,000 budget 
for 1978-79, of which $220,000 will come 
from Cooperative Program funds, subject 
to approval by SBC messengers in June.

The commission also elected new officers 
with Walter B. Shurden, church history pro
fessor at Southern Baptist Theological Semi
nary, Louisville, Ky., to serve as chairman. 
A native of Tennessee, Shurden formerly 
taught at Carson-Newman College, Jefferson 
City.

McBeth was elected as vice-chairman;

Commencement set 
at Belmont Friday

Boswell

Belmont College, Nashville, will award 
diplomas to approximately 180 graduating 
seniors at its 24th commencement Friday, 
May 5, at 8 p.m. The ceremonies will take 
place at Belmont Heights Church near the 
Belmont campus.

The commencement 
address is scheduled 
to be delivered by 
James M. Boswell, 
president of Cumber
land College, Wil
liamsburg, Ky. A 
10:30 a.m. bacca
laureate service will 
be held that day in 
Massey Auditorium 
on the campus. Jack 
McEwen, pastor, First 
Church, Chattanooga, 
will address the graduates.

Boswell, the fifth president of Cumber
land, has been affiliated with the Kentucky 
Baptist college since 1931. Under his lead
ership, the school has grown from a junior 
college with an enrollment of 200 to its 
present position as 
Kentucky’s largest pri
vate college. A deacon 
in First Church, Wil
liamsburg, Boswell is 
a member of the Edu
cation Commission of 
the Southern Baptist 
Convention.

The baccalaureate 
speaker has pastored 
six churches in Texas 
and Tennessee for a 
total of 30 years. In 
the Chattanooga area, he has served Daisy, 
Northside, and Lookout Mountain Churches, 
in addition to his present post.

Other activities which are held for the 
seniors include the president’s reception, 
Thursday, May 4, at 8 p.m., and a tiffin 
held in the atrium of Massey Auditorium, 
also on Thursday, at 10 a.m. The presi
dent’s reception, for graduates, parents, 
and friends, will be held in the Belmont 
Mansion and will be hosted by Dr. and 
Mrs. Herbert C. Gabhart.

and Mrs. C. W. Rich of Nashville, was 
elected secretary. Lynn E. May Jr, executive 
director of the commission was re-elected 
as treasurer

Outgoing Commission members were hon
ored, including Chairman Patton from Port
land, Tenn., and Mrs. Marguerite Babb of 
Nashville.

The commission and historical society will 
meet in Nashville, April 23-25, 1979.
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Librarians meet, 
vote name change

Over 200 persons gathered in Maryville 
last month for the annual state Baptist li
brary convention, according to Jean Adkin- 
son, consultant in church media and recrea
tion, Tennessee Baptist Convention.

Messengers to the convention voted to 
change the name of the organization from 
Tennessee Baptist Library Organization to 
Tennessee Media Center/Library Organiza
tion. The adoption of both names will be 
used only during a transitional period, be
fore dropping the library term from the 
name.

In other business, officers elected were: 
R. E. Loftin, Nashville, president; Edith 
Baxter, Oak Ridge, vice-president; Anita 
Bruce, Memphis, program chairman; Bar
bara Maxey, Memphis, secretary; and 
Vaughtie Rowland, Chattanooga, historian.

Wayne Todd, church library department, 
Baptist Sunday School Board, addressed the 
Friday night banquet guests on “Bold Mis
sions—Reaching Out with Media.” A 
plaque, honoring Todd on the completion 
of 19 years of service to the Southern 
Baptist church library ministry, was pre
sented to him preceding his remarks to the 
group.

Special music was presented by Beth 
Lanham, Memphis.

Adkinson stated that next year’s conven
tion will be held at Colonial Church, Mem
phis, April 12-13.

Penetration teams plans 
to double Sunday Schools

NASHVILLE—Southern Baptists in up
per New England are using Bold Mission 
Penetration Teams to try and double the 
number of Sunday Schools, churches and 
church-type missions by the end of this year.

One hundred twenty persons have been 
trained and formed into the teams with a 
goal of starting 20 new Sunday Schools in 
Vermont, Maine, and New Hampshire. The 
teams conduct ACTION enrollment cam
paigns, participate in witnessing and min
istry efforts and conduct surveys.

“We’re encouraging teams to use the 
ACTION enrollment plan and go ahead and 
start a Sunday School,” said Curtis Griffis, 
director of religious education for the New 
England Baptist Fellowship. “Sometimes in 
the past our process for starting new work 
has included so many different steps that it 
has actually slowed our progress.”

The first new Sunday School was started 
in Rutland, Vt., by Oliver Lusk, a Christian 
Service Corps volunteer who also is a contact 
worker with the Sunday School Board’s 
growth section. New work also has been 
started in Derre and Hanover, N. H. Two 
fellowships recently were begun in Maine. 
(BP)
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SBC agency uses space satellite 
to show communicating potential

FORT WORTH, Tex.—An historic satel
lite transmission from the Southern Baptist 
Radio and Television Commission outlined 
to Southern Baptists how their convention 
can move into a new era of communication.

More than 200 Southern Baptist leaders, 
assembled at the commission’s new Fort 
Worth studio and at First Baptist Church, 
Nashville, Tenn., heard Jimmy Allen, Paul 
Stevens, and John P. Witherspoon describe 
how Baptists may realistically convert “ex
otic space communications technology” into 
practical use in the SBC Bold Mission 
Thrust within five years.

The two-hour transmission, interspersed 
with an array of visuals, and including a 
two-way question and answer period at the 
end, originated in an agency which used a 
satellite signal in 1965 to detonate dynamite 
to break ground for its modern facilities at 
6350 West Freeway, Fort Worth.

“That was thought of then as a gimmick,” 
declared Stevens, Radio and Television Com-

Knoxville hosts notional 
Baptist student retreat

A record 1,300 students attended the 33rd 
National Baptist Student Retreat in Knox
ville last month, breaking the previous at
tendance record of 975. The conference met 
at Knox College and the Hyatt Regency.

Emphasis throughout the sessions was on 
the expansion of work with black students 
on campuses throughout the nation. John 
Corbitt, national director of the retreat, 
appealed to students to begin Baptist Stu
dent Unions on black campuses. He also 
encouraged leaders to include a black stu
dent fellowship with existing BSUs, citing 
the University of Tennessee at Knoxville as 
the first campus to begin a black student 
fellowship. More than 100 black students 
participate.

Tennessee was represented with attenders 
from UT Knoxville, Tennessee Tech Uni
versity, Cookeville; Austin Peay State Uni
versity, Clarksville, and George Peabody 
College, Nashville.

Ed Wheeler, Home Mission Board, South
ern Baptist Convention, delivered the key
note speech. Both the Home Mission Board 
and the Baptist Sunday School Board’s 
National Student Ministries provided sup
port for the retreat.

Kenneth Coachman, Miles College, Fair- 
field, Ala., was elected national president. 
Bonnie McRay, Coahoma Junior College, 
Clarksdale, Miss., was chosen Miss National 
BSU in the pageant which annually high
lights the retreat.

mission president. “But it was not. It was 
a signal to ourselves to begin thinking in 
terms of satellite broadcasting.”

“We cannot allow a new age to arrive 
with us riding in a buggy or a Model T,” 
Stevens declared, emphasizing a note 
sounded also by Allen, SBC president and 
pastor of First Baptist Church, San Antonio, 
Texas.

“We must make our leadership honest 
when they say they want to reach everyone 
in the world (with the gospel of Jesus 
Christ) by the year 2000” as part of the 
SBC’s Bold Mission Thrust, Stevens said. 
“If they don’t use the satellite, that’s rhetoric 
we can’t accept.”

Witherspoon, president of the Public Ser
vice Satellite Consortium, San Diego, Calif., 
explained that the launching of the space 
shuttle program will eventually sharply re
duce satellite transmission costs and bring 
them into the range of a wide number of 
service organizations in the private sector.

Allen constructed scenarios for satellite 
use. They range from stateside transmission 
of programming to remote overseas villages 
to use in the states to provide inspiration 
and impetus to the Bold Mission Thrust and 
Mission Service Corps, the plan to send 
5,000 volunteer missionaries around the 
world by 1982.

He challenged Southern Baptists to gather 
100,000 strong to commission 1,000 mis
sionaries in a single service, using satellite 
transmission to handle logistics.

“The Astrodome in Houston seats 50,000 
people,” Allen said. “It can be filled for 
such a Bold Mission Commissioning Ser
vice.” Satellite transmission to 10 key cities 
across America to rallies of 5,000 more 
persons could account for the other 50,000.

“Nothing like it has ever happened in the 
history of Christianity,” Allen said. “It’s not 
only a dream. It’s do-able. The combined 
forces of Southern Baptists praying for God 
to call out the called (missionaries) could 
mean 1,000 persons.”

Allen and Stevens brainstormed some 
ways satellites could be used by Southern 
Baptists as their voices and images traveled 
22,300 miles to the Communications Tech
nology Satellite (in a fixed location over the 
Equator near the Galapagos Islands) and 
then an equal distance to a NASA van out
side First Baptist Church, Nashville.

The transmission was a joint effort of 
NASA and the Radio and Television Com
mission. NASA and the Public Service Satel
lite Consortium bore the cost and the Radio
TV Commission paid only out-of-pocket ex
pense, Stevens said. (BP)

Page 3



Training completed for student workers 
in Vacation Bible School program

Twenty-four students underwent 14 hours 
of training last week-end in Brentwood in 
preparation for service through the state 
Sunday School department’s Vacation Bible 
School student missionary program.

The students will be conducting VBS and 
backyard Bible clubs in mission areas this 
summer, according to Lyn Brasfield, di
rector of youth work. TBC Sunday School 
department.

Mary Lou Davis, Nashville, led the train
ing in the pre-school section, while Ray 
Evette, pre-school and state children’s di
rector for the Sunday School department, 
led the children’s section. The youth section 
was led by Brasfield. Time was also given to 
becoming familiar with joint worship.

The students serving under the Sunday 
School department, their school, and their 
assignments are: Sissie Carpenter and Marty 
Hale, both students at the University of Ten
nessee at Knoxville, Cumberland Plateau 
Association; Gwendolyn Elliott, Athens 
State College, Athens. Ala., Nashville Asso
ciation; Beth Hutson, Belmont College, 
Nashville, Nashville Association; Marie Hall, 
Belmont, Riverside Association; Patti Irby, 
Union University, Jackson, Salem Associa
tion; Janice Moore, Dover, Tenn., Stewart 
Association; Lisa Nix, Belmont, Duck River 
Association; Jean Shipp, Tennessee Tech 
University, Cookeville; Alpha and Judson 

Associations; Melissa Trentham, East Ten
nessee State University, Johnson City, 
Weakley Association; Carol Flowers, Union, 
Hardeman Association; Steve Campbell, 
Belmont, and Church Martin Jr., State Tech
nical Institute, Memphis, both serving in 
Shiloh Association; and Guy Crosson, Uni
versity of Tennessee at Martin, Cumberland 
Gap Association.

Students serving under the student pro
gram of the state student department also 
participated in the training. These names 
were listed in the March 16 issue of Baptist 
and Reflector.

The associational missionary plans the 
work, places students in homes, and solicits 
churches to assist. The Sunday School de
partment selects the students, trains them, 
assigns them to the association, and pays 
expenses and salary.

42 Tennessee associations 
report VBS plans7 goals

Forty-two associations have turned in 
their VBS team planning results, according 
to Wendell Price, state Sunday School di
rector.

These plan to have 296 more church 
Vacation Bible Schools or an increase of 
26 percent in 1978.

Lewis Biggs Culbertson Dies
Lewis Biggs Culbertson, 67, retired pas

tor, died suddenly at his home in Dresden 
of a heart attack, April 24. He moved from 
Michigan to Dresden two years ago follow
ing his retirement.

During the more than 37 years he served 
in the ministry, Culbertson served as pastor 
of churches in Gibson and Weakley Coun
ties in Tennessee, Arkansas, Missouri, Okla
homa, Texas, and Michigan. He also served 
as an associational missionary in Texas.

Services were held April 26 at Southside 
Church, Martin, where he was a member. 
Assisting Pastor Jerry Powell in the services 
were David Bayer, pastor of Calvary 
Church, Latham; Rodger Eakin, pastor of 
Southside Church Lebanon; and Leon 
Penick, Murray, Ky. X

Survivors include his widow, Mary 
Katherine Jackson Culbertson, Dresden; a 
son, Mark Griffith Culbertson, Warren, 
Mich.; and two daughters, Mrs. Rodger 
Eakin, Lebanon; and Mrs. John Billingsby, 
Dresden; and five grandchildren.

HISTORICALLY
FROM THE FILES

50 YEARS AGO
E. Butler Abington was the new pas

tor of the church at Bartlett.

W. M. Wood resigned as pastor of 
Belmont Heights Church, Nashville, to 
become manager of the financial cam
paign of Tennessee College, Murfrees- 
boro.

25 YEARS AGO
The Baptist Chapel, an arm of First 

Church, Humboldt, was constituted 
into an Emmanuel Church. Teddy 
Pope Jr. was pastor.

Harrison-Chilhowee Academy, Sey
mour, broke ground for its new audi
torium. W. Stuart Rule was president.

10 YEARS AGO

SBC OPEN HOUSE—Jim Griffith, left, chairman of the Georgia Baptist Convention’s 
executive committee, and Searcy S. Garrison, Georgia Baptist executive secretary-treasurer, 
discuss plans for a special open house for messengers to the Southern Baptist Convention, 
June 14, at the Georgia Baptist Center (background). The open house, which will run from 
2:30 p.m.-4:30 p.m. on the Wednesday afternoon when no SBC session is scheduled. The 
new $6-milljon Georgia Baptist Center is located at 2930 Flowers Rd., S., near the inter
section of Interstate 85 NE and Chamblee-Tucker Rd. Ilie SBC will be held June 13-15 at 
the Georgia World Congress Center. (bp> photo

J. Carrol Chapman was the new 
pastor of Litz Manor Church, Kings
port.

C. P. Bates was the new moderator 
of Alpha Association. He succeeded 
Morris Lee who had accepted a call 
as pastor of Big Rock Church, Stewart 
County.
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Our People and Our Churches . . .
REVIVALS...

First Church, Concord, shared in revival 
with Jfm Hylton of Fort Worth, Tex, recent
ly. There were 19 by baptism, nine by letter, 
and many other decisions of renewal and 
commitment to Christ. Joe R. Stacker is pas
tor of the Concord church.

Rover Church, Eagleville, held revival 
services recently with W. D. Thompson, 
pastor of First Church, Smyrna, as the evan
gelist. Ewing Thompson, Edgemont Church, 
Shelbyville, led the singing. David Wall, 
pastor, reported 12 rededications.

First Church, Strawberry Plains, was led 
in revival services by Earl Taylor, Maryville. 
Harold Compton, music director, led the 
singing. There were five additions by pro
fession of faith and baptism, 43 rededica
tions, and one addition by letter. McMurray 
Roberts is pastor.

A youth revival was held at Faith Temple 
Church, Nashville. It was led by Robbie 
Robison and Janice Swann of Belmont Col
lege. An average attendance of 27 was re
ported. Frank Armstrong is pastor.

John Humphrey was the evangelist for 
revival services at Silverdale Church, Chat
tanooga. Joe Parks was the song leader. 
There were seven additions by baptism, one 
addition by letter, and several other commit
ments. Herschel Woodburn is pastor.

Maryville evangelist Earl Taylor led revi
val services at Glenwood Church, Powell. 
Ronald E. Pressley directed the music. There 
were 60 commitments, five additions by let
ter, and eight by baptism. Charles Sharits is 
pastor.

Hilldale Church, Clarksville, held its 
spring revival with evangelist Keith Grace 
from Cincinnati, Ohio. Steve Scott, Clarks
ville, was the song leader. Among the de
cisions were 11 professions of faith and 
three additions by letter. Eight of those 
professions of faith are members of the 
church’s deaf ministry. E. Lee Griggs is 
pastor.

Revival services were held at Middle Val
ley Church, Hixson, with Ron McCary, 
pastor of Brainerd Hills Church, Chatta
nooga, as visiting speaker. William R. 
Hartman directed the music. There were 
10 professions of faith, four uniting with 
the church, and many rededications. H. 
Gleen Blevins is pastor of the Middle Valley 
Church. 

—
Tommy Sessler led revival for Rosedale 

Church in Nashville. There were eight bap
tisms. Tommy Johnson led the singing. 
Everett Hooper is pastor.
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Revival services were held at Prospect 
Church, Hollow Rock, last month. There 
were six additions by baptism and two by 
letter. Robert Fullerton, Columbia, Miss., 
was the evangelist; and the music was led 
by Terry Adams, Trenton, and J. R. King, 
Hollow Rock. Steve Atwood is pastor.

Trinity Church, Big Hatchie Association, 
reported revival services led by Bill Robbins, 
pastor of West Paris Church, Paris. There 
were four professions of faith.

Northside Church, Milan, held a three- 
day youth led revival with a team from 
Union University, Jackson. Members in
cluded: Terry White, Tommy Warner, Margo 
West, and Joanne May. Decisions included 
eight professions of faith, one surrender to 
the gospel ministry, and one surrender to 
the youth/music ministry. There were many 
rededications. Levi Parish Jr. is pastor.

First Church, Selmer, held revival services 
with Ramsey Pollard, serving as evangelist. 
There were two professions of faith and 
several rededications. Pollard is a retired 
pastor.

In Fayette Association, Oak Grove 
Church held revival with Tommy Hight 
doing the preaching. There were seven pro
fessions of faith and several other rededica
tions. Alvin Jackson is pastor.

First Church, Hickory Withe, reported 
three professions of faith and several other 
decisions in a recent revival there. Rolla 
Tuley was the evangelist. Ken Bradley is 
pastor.

PEOPLE...
Glen Walker, 68, chairman of deacons 

at Milton Church, Milton, died of a heart 
attack April 12. He was the father of Mrs. 
Kenneth Hubbard of Ridgedale Church, 
Chattanooga. Other survivors are his widow 
and two sons.

James Walker was ordained as a deacon 
at Emmanuel Church, Humboldt, April 23. 
Richard HoMoman, pastor, brought the or
dination message. Wendell Brown, chairman 
of the deacon body, brought the charge to 
the candidate and to the church.

Rover Church, Eagleville, celebrated the 
90th birthday of Mrs. Lizzie Potts last 
month. The church presented her with a 
cake and flowers. Mrs. Potts is the only 
living charter member of the Woman’s Mis
sionary Union which was organized 61 years 
ago at the church. According to Pastor 
David Wall, 18 members of her family 
were' present for the occasion.

Gallatin Road Church, Nashville, licensed 
Jimmie Williamson to preach the gospel. 
Williams preached his first sermon on April 
23 at Gallatin Road. Frank Kemper is 
pastor.

Telford Church, Holston Association, or
dained Glenn Culver as a deacon April 23. 
This completed action to raise the number 
of active deacons from five to seven, ac
cording to Pastor Jack Parker.

First Church, Bemis, ordained Daivd 
Rainey, Ricky Hensley, Hix Fottc Jr., and 
Richard Askew to serve as deacons. Tom 
Lewis, director of missions for Madison- 
Chester Association, brought the charge to 
the candidates and to the church. O. C. 
Azbill led the ordination prayer. Pat Kough 
is pastor.

Thomas P. Lane observed his 30th anni
versary as minister of music at Bellevue 
Church, Memphis. The church recognized 
Lane and expressed appreciation to him 
through a banquet planned in his honor, a 
special musical program, and a love offering. 
Directing his first adult choir rehearsal at 
the church in 1948. there were 48 choir 
members present. Today, the choir has 
grown to an enrollment of 250 members in 
two sanctuary units. Adrian Rogers is pastor 
at Bellevue.

CHURCHES...
Members of Emmanuel Church, Hum

boldt, are scheduled to celebrate the 25th 
anniversary of the church on Sunday, May 
7. Hayward Highfill, Clinton, will deliver 
the sermon at the morning worship hour. 
Highfill was pastor of First Church, Hum
boldt, when Emmanuel became a mission 
church. Former pastors and members of 
Emmanuel have been invited to attend the 
celebration which will include special music, 
dinner on the ground, a historical display, 
and slides and movies presentation. A history 
of the church is being published for this 
date, according to pastor Richard N. 
Holloman.

LEADERSHIP...
Grace Church, Big Hatchie Association, 

called two staff members, Mike and Char
lotte Livingstone. He is serving as associate 
pastor/youth leader and she as musician. 
Both also work in the« children’s church, 
which has just been started. The Livingstones 
are students at Union University, Jackson, 
and were members of First Church, Donel- 
son, prior to going to Union.
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Southern Baptist Convention
Georgia World Congress Center, June 13-15, Atlanta 

Theme: '‘Let the Church Be Bold in Mission Thrust”
Tuesday Morning

9:00 Music For Inspiration—Sons of 
Jubal and Jubalheirs, Paul Mc- 
Common and Wade Davis, At
lanta, Georgia, directors

9:30 Call to Order
Congregational Singing—Paul 
McCommon, Atlanta, Georgia, 
director
Scripture
Prayer

9:45 Report of Registration and Con
stituting of Convention—Lee 
Porter, Nashville, Tennessee 
Report of Committee on Order 
of Business—Marian Grant, 
Raleigh, North Carolina, chair
woman

9:55 Welcome—George Busbee, Gov
ernor of Georgia

10:05 Response—Duke McCall, Louis
ville, Kentucky

10:10 Recognition of Fraternal Mes
sengers from Other Baptist 
Bodies

10:20 Convention Photograph
10:25 Announcement of Committee 

on Committees, Committee on 
Resolutions, Committee on 
Tellers

10:30 Congregational Singing, Paul 
McCommon, director

10:35 Music—Lanny Allen, San An
tonio, Texas

10:40 President’s Address—Jimmy R. 
Allen, San Antonio, Texas

11:10 Report of Executive Committee 
(First Section)—Porter W. 
Routh, Nashville, Tennessee

11:40 Business:
Introduction of Resolutions 
Miscellaneous Business

12:30 Benediction

Tuesday Afternoon
2:00 Music For Inspiration—Brew

ton-Parker College Choir, Mt. 
Vernon, Georgia, Hildegard 
Stanley, director

2:30 Congregational Singing—Charles 
Muller, Columbia, South Caro
lina, director
Scripture 
Prayer

2:45 Election of Officers
2:55 Reports:

Executive Committee (Final 
Section)—Porter W. Routh 

3:35 Home Mission Board—William
G. Tanner, Atlanta, Georgia

3:55 Sunday School Board—Grady 
C. Cothen, Nashville, Tennessee

4:15 Education Commission—Ben C. 
Fisher, Nashville, Tennessee

4:25 Business:
Introduction of Resolutions

Miscellaneous Business 
4:45 Benediction

Tuesday Evening
7:00 Music For Inspiration—The 

Centurymen, Buryi Red, New 
York City, director

7:25 Congregational Singing—Wil
liam J. Reynolds, Nashville, 
Tennessee, director

7:35 Scripture
Prayer

7:45 Business:
Election of Officers 
Miscellaneous Business

8:05 “My Church in Bold Mission
Thrust”—The Centurymen, 
Buryi Red, director; Jeannette 
Clift George, Houston, Texas; 
William G. Tanner; Grady C. 
Cothen
“If it is to be, it’s up to me”

9:30 Adjourn

Wednesday Morning
9:00 Music For Inspiration—Singing 

Churchmen and Women of 
South Carolina, Thomas H.
Westmoreland, Columbia, South 
Carolina, director

9:30 Congregational Singing—James 
C. McKinney, Fort Worth, 
Texas, director 
Scripture
Prayer

9:45 Election of Officers 
Committee on Resolutions 
(First Report)

10:15 Reports:
Committee on Committees

10:20 Committee on Boards
10:25 Foreign Mission Board—Baker 

J. Cauthen, Richmond, Virginia
10:45 Annuity Bdard—Darold Mor

gan, Dallas, Texas
10:55 Christian Life Commission— 

Foy Valentine, Nashville, Ten
nessee

11:05 Woman’s Missionary Union— 
Carolyn Weatherford, Birming
ham, Alabama

11:15 Congregational Singing—James 
C. McKinney, Fort Worth, 
Texas, director

11:20 Music—William R. O’Brien, 
Richmond, Virginia

11:25 Annual Convention Sermon— 
Jesse C. Fletcher, Abilene, Texas

11:55 Miscellaneous Business
12:15 Benediction

Wednesday Afternoon
No Afternoon Session

Wednesday Evening

6:30 Music For Inspiration—Union 
Baptist Church Choir, Atlanta, 
Georgia, Mrs. Emma McCall, 
director

6:55 Congregational Singing—Wil
liam J. Reynolds, director

7:05 Scripture
Prayer

7:15 Presentation of Past SBC Presi
dents

7:30 “My Life in Bold Mission 
Thrust”—Sarah Frances Anders, 
Pineville, Louisiana; Mission
aries; Baker J. Cauthen, Rich
mond, Virginia
“If it is to be, it’s up to me”

9:00 Adjourn

Thursday Morning

9:00 Music For Inspiration—Louisi
ana College Choir, Pineville, 
Louisiana, Arnold Epley, direc
tor

9:30 Congregational Singing—John 
V. Glover., Atlanta, Georgia, \ 
director
Scripture
Prayer

9:45 Reports:
Radio and Television Commis
sion—Paul M. Stevens, Fort 
Worth, Texas

10:00 Six SBC Seminaries—Landrum 
Leavell II, New Orleans, Louisi
ana

10:15 Stewardship Commission—A. R. 
Fagan, Nashville, Tennessee

10:25 Music—Joseph Blanton, Ra
leigh, North Carolina

CUSHIONS FOR
CHURCH PEWS

COMFORT AND BEAUTY

smithson chURch
AT PRICES YOU CAN AFFORD

intERioRS inc
CONTACT US FOR FREE ESTIMATE 

P 0 BOX 6976, OKLA CITY, OKLA 73160 
PHONE 4 05-794-6681
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10:30 “The Power of Television, a 2:45
Status Report”—Media presen
tation with well-known tele
vision personalities (to be an
nounced) * 2:55
“Morality in Television—A Plan
for Action”—Harry N. Hollis, 3:05
Jr., Nashville, Tennessee

11:00 Reports:
Historical Commission—Lynn 3:10
May, Nashville, Tennessee

11:10 Southern Baptist Foundation— 3:15
Hollis E. Johnson, III, Nashville, 
Tennessee

11:20 American Baptist Seminary 3:45
Commission—Ben C. Fisher, 
Nashville, Tennessee

11:25 Brotherhood Commission— 
Glendon McCullough, Memphis, 
Tennessee

11:35 Committee on Baptist State Pa- . qq
pers—H. Franklin Paschall, 
Nashville, Tennessee, chairman

11:45 Business: -7.25
Committee on Resolutions
(Final Report) -7.35
Miscellaneous Business

12:15 Benediction 7.45

Thursday Afternoon

1:30 Music For Inspiration—Parade 
of Evangelistic Singers

2:30 Congregational Singing—Rich
ard Barrett, Bremen, Georgia, 
director 
Scripture
Prayer 9:30

Reports:
Baptist Joint Committee on Pub
lic Affairs—James E. Wood, Jr., 
Washington, D.C.
Baptist World Alliance—Robert 
E. Denny, Washington, D.C.
Denominational Calendar Com
mittee—William T. Brannon, 
Glendale, Arizona
Music—Cynthia Clawson, Nash
ville, Tennessee
“America’s Need for Spiritual 
Awakening”—Martin Luther 
King, Sr., Atlanta, Georgia 
Prayer Service for Spiritual 
Awakening—Forrest Feezor, 
Shelby, North Carolina

Thursday Evening

Music For Inspiration—Massed 
Men’s Choir, Paul McCommon, 
Atlanta, Georgia, director 
Congregational Singing—Wil
liam J. Reynolds, director 
Scripture
Prayer
“My Family in Bold Mission 
Thrust”—D. Elton Trueblood, 
Richmond, Indiana, “The Family 
in Crisis”; Ken Medema, Upper 
Mont Clair, New York; Angela 
Cofer, Baton Rouge, Louisiana; 
Ruth Graham, Montreat, North 
Carolina; Jimmy R. Allen, San 
Antonio, Texas
“If it is to be, it’s up to me!” 
Adjourn

LOVE IS . . .

Our children and staff 
appreciate you helping 
us reach our goal of 

$400,000

May 14, 1978

MOTHER'S DAY OFFERING

Giving to help dependent and neglected children.

TENNESSEE BAPTIST CHILDREN'S HOMES, INC
Evans B. Bowen, Executive Director-Treasurer 
P. O. Box 347, Brentwood, Tennessee 37027

Devotional

Cracks in the sidewalk
By Vickie Blair

“HA-A-A-I!,” screamed Vickie’s little 
brother as he ran wildly into her room and 
made a Kung-Fu leap onto her stomach. 
“Ugh,” Vickie whimpered in suppressed 
agony. “Mama says you’d better get up,” 
the lively six-year-old insisted, tugging at 
her nose. “All right, already,” said Vickie 
stumbling out of bed and toward the bath
room.

“Ah, peace at last,” Vickie thought as 
the hot water streamed over her aching, six- 
teen-year old body. Reaching for the soap 
dish, she grasped her Lifebuoy, only to drop 
it into the rushing water beneath her. She 
searched diligently through steam and hot 
water until she recovered the soap—all 
melted an gooey. “Terrific,” she sighed, 
thoroughly disgusted with life at only seven 
o’clock in the morning.

Vickie flopped into her chair at the break
fast table and sulked over cold cereal. Sud
denly, her little brother, making motor 
noises, crashed an imaginary car into his 
drinking glass, showering purple Hi-C into 
Vickie’s bowl. “Oh, but I’m honored by 
such a rare delicacy,” snapped Vickie, 
“grape Golden Grahams in milk.”

“I’ve had it,” she declared. “Mom, I’m 
going for a walk.”

With her head bowed in dejection, Vickie 
walked slowly along the familiar walkway 
in front of her home. “I never noticed these 
cracks in the sidewalk before,” Vickie 
thought to herself.

Of course she had never noticed the 
cracks in the sidewalk before, why should 
she? Everyone knows that years of weather
ing cause them to occur. We just accept it as 
reality and go on our way. It’s much too 
trivial to become frustrated over, or to even 
think about.

Why is it then that we get so frustrated 
over the little aggravations we face each 
day? Often we treat minor problems as full- 
scale disasters. We even allow them to ruin 
our attitudes and sour our dispositions. 
While millions of people starve, some waste 
their time pouting over spilled grape drink.

When one walks daily with his feelings on 
his sleeve and his head hung low, he notices 
the “cracks in the sidewalk,” and fails to 
acknowledge the rainbow over his shoulder.

Vickie is a junior at Frayser Baptist School, 
Memphis. Active in Rugby Hills Church, she has 
represented the church in the Youth Speakers’ 
Tournament. Her parents are Mr. and Mrs. Richard 
Blair of Memphis.

WOLFE BROS. & CO.
1 PINEY FLATS, TENN.
Iff Manufacturer* of DISTINCTIVE

CHURCH FURNITURE
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New canal treaties seen as positive step for missions
By Stan Hastey and Jennifer Hall

RICHMOND, Va.—Ratification of the 
Panama Canal Treaties is a positive step for 
foreign missions, according to Southern 
Baptist missionaries in Panama and several 
SBC leaders.

“The Panamanians, as a general rule, 
have been open to the gospel,” said Jackie 
B. Cooper, missionary in Arraijan, Panama. 
“But since this is a very nationalistic coun
try, the North American presence does have 
a somewhat cooling effect.”

With ratification, missionaries “can be 
more direct in an evangelistic approach,” 
Cooper said in a telephone interview just 
days after ratification. “I don’t feel they will 
refuse us. I think they’ll give us a better 
hearing now.” Now that the treaties have 
been ratified, Cooper feels North American 
missionaries in the republic should be, per
haps, more aggressive.

• Stateside, SBC President Jimmy Allen 
applauded ratification, saying that the action 
“brings a new mutuality of respect to our 
relations” with the Central American coun
try.

Allen, who endorsed the treaties as early 
as last fall, said, “The Senate has used good 
judgment in responding to the challenge to 
alter our relationship with Panama.” Allen 
said the decision, “will move us into a better 
position to share the gospel in Central and 
South America.”

“The ultimate result of the decision,” he 
went on, “will be to build a more healthy 
relationship with the nations of Central and 
South America based upon a new level of 
trust.” He said that now both the United 
States and Panama “ought to be majoring 
on what we have in common” rather than 
on our differences.

Less Tension for Missionaries
Charles W. Bryan, the Foreign Mission 

Board’s area secretary for Middle America 
and the Caribbean, agreed. “Southern Bap
tist missionaries there can now devote their 
energies to the development of Baptist work 
without the tensions that have prevailed in 
the past,” he said.

For example: Cooper said he often goes 
house-to-house on evangelism trips with stu
dents from the local seminary. Ordinarily, 
he has remained in the background, giving 
encouragement to the students. “But I’m 
saying now that I feel because the treaties 
have been ratified, I can be more open and 
more direct, and that the people will accept 
me—they won’t reject me because I’m North 
American.”

The Senate passed the treaty yielding con
trol of the canal to Panama by the year 
2000 by a 68-32 vote on April 18. The 
tally was identical to the vote on the 
neutrality treaty approved in March, with 
not a single vote shifting on either side.
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Politically, a vote in favor of ratification 
was seen by many Washington observers 
as tenuous at best. For some senators,, the 
decision to vote “yes” may do serious dam
age to their future political ambitions.

Allen noted this political reality, saying 
“It was a costly decision politically for some 
senators because many of our own citizens 
have difficulty understanding the complexi
ties of the issue.”

Alluding to the treaty provisions which 
will allow the U. S. certain defense rights 
in Panama to insure the canal is kept open, 
Allen said that “As time goes by the 
wisdom of the decision (to ratify) will be 
borne out.”

With the recent ratification, missionary 
Cooper believes there “exists somewhat an 
air of confusion as to what exactly will take 
place, not only in the republic, but here in 
the Canal Zone, too.

Governments Need To Devise Plans
“There are certain implications that have 

not been worked out, and the state depart
ment, Canal Zone government, and the 
Panamanian government—all of these—are 
going to have to sit down and work out 
these implications and procedures,” Cooper 
pointed out.

Such implications include the work of 
religious or Christian organizations and the 
handling of properties.

In his Richmond office, Bryan said that 
in time all of the properties being used by 
Baptist churches and workers in the Canal 
Zone will be under the jurisdiction of the 
Panamanian government. Before ratification, 
the churches were on land leased from the 

haveMEMBERS HONORED—First Church in Dyer recognized three of its flock who
been members of the church for 50 years. Pastor Paul Barkley presents plaques to May
nard Bailey, Carl Holt, and Mrs. Burnel Davidson. Bailey and Holt are deacons.

Panama Canal Authority, subject to the 
U. S. government, he said.

“The churches haven’t been able to build 
on property that they own. They’ve had to 
build and enter into a property lease ar
rangement,” Bryan explained

Bryan, an advoate of ratification, said that 
with the new treaties it’s not yet known 
whether the churches will be able to lease 
or buy their property. He noted, however, 
“They won’t be in any worse condition. It 
will probably be better because they may be 
able to purchase their own property” which 
would guarantee ownership and permanence 
of buildings.

“My own feeling,” he said, “is the 
Panamanian government is going to do 
everything it can to work with us in a fair 
and open and right way.”

In the Canal Zone proper, Robert C. 
Hensley, another Southern Baptist mission
ary and pastor of Laboca Baptist Church 
there, said he believes that people affiliated 
with the military and others who are Panama 
Canal employees are waiting to see what 
develops.

“Some are going on regular leave or 
vacation this summer,” he said. “And per
haps while they are in the states, they will 
inquire about the future for positions in the 
states. But they’re not making any definite 
decisions.”

Cooper noted that the general reaction in 
Panama, following announcement of the 
ratification, was “a tremendous outburst of 
joy. The students at the seminary were 
overjoyed; the radio announcers were out 
of their minds with joy; people were dancing 
in the streets.” (BP)
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Cicero’s 
comment

By the editor

“Cicero, I understand there is a new book 
out called Lying, written by Sissela Bok, 
which states that the average American tells 
200 lies a day,” reported Penn O. Chio, who 
has found that honesty is the best policy— 
especially for noses!

“Yes,” I agreed. “I read about that book 
in the April 3 issue of Time. She made 
reference to our casual lies, exaggerations, 
and excuses.”

Penn wondered if the book was based on 
everyday—or just weekdays, when busi
nesses are operating.

Cicero reacted, “I don’t know, but if Sun
day was included, the average would defi
nitely drop.”

“Wrong, Cicero,” my visitor announced. 
“There are more lies told on Sunday than 
any other day.”

Gulping gullibly, Cicero reminded Penn 
O. Chio that surely no one—and especially 
church people—would tell a lie on the 
Lord’s Day.

“Your ignorance astounds me,” Penn 
pointed out. “It’s in connection with Sunday 
and church that most of the lies and faulty 
excuses come.”

When Cicero noticed that Penn O. Chio’s 
nose was not growing, I asked for illustra
tions.

Penn began his list. My pencil broke, 
so I only got a few of them.

—“I can worship God just as well at the 
lake as I can at church.”

—“My alarm didn’t go off.”
—“I didn’t have time to study my Sunday 

School lesson.”
—“We never get out at night.”
—“I promise to be there next Sunday.”
—“It looked like it might rain; maybe 

even a storm or tornado.”
—“Nobody cares whether I come or not.”
—“I forgot my check book.”
—“I haven’t been feeling too well lately.”
—“I would be glad to teach next Sunday, 

if I were going to be in town.”
—“I believe we already turned in our 

pledge cards.”
—“We don’t come on Sunday night, so 

that the children can do their homework.”

Yettem to t&e .
Letters on any religion-related subject are welcomed. Letters of over 300 words 
will not be used. Other letters may be shortened at the discretion of the editor. 
No unsigned letters will be printed, but writer’s name will be withheld for 
sufficient reason. Letters must contain complete address.

Truth resists cults
Dear editor:

Having just taught a study concerning 
cults to our youth departments, I marked 
the recent article (April 20) about the 
arrival of many “Moonies” in our state 
with much interest. Several thoughts have 
since taken shape that I would like to share 
with your readers.

Living in the “Bible Belt” has conditioned 
us to be shocked when we are confronted 
with cult groups. But it should not be so! 
The New Testament is full of warnings (II 
Cor. 11:13-15; Gal. 1:6-9, Mark 13:22; etc.) 
and admonishes us to stand fast (Gal. 5:1). 
Being tucked away inside the Bible Belt will 
not protect us. We are in the world and 
should not be surprised by worldly and 
Satanic forces.

Secondly, we ask, “Is there a defense?”
Yes, there is, but it is not found in 

running from the foe or in seeking to learn 
all about cults. Our sure defense is knowing 
God’s Word. In it is truth, and if we know 
the truth, then we can discern what is 
false. God wants us to know His Word and 
enables us to learn with the Holy Spirit as 
our teacher. When we fall into false teach
ings, we have no excuses—and many South
ern Baptists are falling in line behind cultic 
leaders.

In my short career in church vocations, I 
have found more often than not, Southern 
Baptists are a people of the convention 
motto, rather than a people of the Book. 
Sadly, we have little or no knowledge of 
Christian doctrines. I would challenge our 
people and our convention that if we must 
run under a motto or promote a program, 
then emphasize God’s Word and teach the 
great doctrines so our people will be armed 
with “the two-edged sword.” We are in a 
battle between what is truth and what is 
false. But often we are faced with half
truths, and we can only spot half truths 
when we know the whole truth.

Walter Norvell
5078 Millbranch Rd.
Memphis, TN 38116

Adoption in future
Dear editor:

I fail to see how the editor’s comment on 
my use of Scripture to show that God does 
not favor the ordination of women, when 
commenting on Paul K. Jewett’s apppraisal 
of the matter, changes anything concerning 
the ordination of women being banned in 
the Scriptures.

The editor’s words, “and have received 
adoption”—apparently his own words since 

he put the Scripture quoted ahead of them— 
obviously mean that the adoption as sons is 
certain for some.

Even without the Scriptures, common 
sense tells us we must die and be resurrected 
before coming into heaven’s glory. Paul 
tells of having been taken into the third 
heaven in II Cor. 12:2-3. He says, “While 
we are in the body we are exiled from the 
Lord” (II Cor. 5:6). God made us male 
and female, and Jesus indicated we must 
remain so on this earth (Matt. 24:38-39).

The editor and I do not understand the 
Scripture alike. I am willing to consider his 
interpretation and hope he will consider 
mine. A certain Protestant pastor wrote, 
“When we properly understand the Scrip
ture, it will be alike.”

Jesus came to bring contention (Luke 
12:49, 53 and probably so that out of this 
contention, we who study the Scriptures will 
finally attain the unity Jesus prayed for in 
John 17:11-18, 20-23.

I think that many Baptists are against 
the ordination of women to the ministry, but 
I feel certain that God is.

Robert S. Dubiel 
439 Parrish 
Martin, TN 38237

As a Baptist, I deeply respect your right 
to interpret Scriptures under the leadership 
of the Holy Spirit. However, I must make 
two points about your letter.

(1) Neither Paul K. Jewett (in the article 
about the lifestyle seminar, April 6) nor 
your letter to the letter it inspired (April 20) 
mentioned ordination of women.

(2) The word “adoption” is not the edi
tor’s exclusively, but it is in Gal. 4:5 and 
throughout the New Testament. This adop
tion is not just “certain for some” (your 
words), for “all are children of God by faith 
in Christ Jesus” (Gal. 3:26). Paul goes on to 
explain that this “all” includes Jew, Greek, 
bond, free, male, female, (editor)

Abortion question
Dear editor:

I am beginning to wonder how far the 
abortion question is going to go in this 
country. Now a doctor has been charged 
with killing a child born alive during an 
abortion attempt. The child is reported to 
have been between 32 and 35 weeks old.

Baptists should remember that every child 
referred to in the Bible is called by God by 
name. There are 6,000 such references in 
the Bible.

Don R. Mascola
North Johnson City Baptist Church 
Johnson City, TN 37601
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Hobbs says 'Faith and Message' 
belongs to Southern Baptists

FORT WORTH, Tex.—The Baptist Faith 
and Message statement (guideline of beliefs 
adopted in 1963) belongs to Southern Bap
tists, and a group organized in 1973 “has 
no moral right to that name,” says the chair
man of the committee that wrote the revised 
statement.

“And if it ever comes up at the Southern 
Baptist Convention, I’m going to remind 
them of it,” said Herschel H, Hobbs, former 
SBC president and pastor emeritus of First 
Baptist Church, Oklahoma City.

Hobbs was referring to the group of 
Southern Baptists who have formed a na
tional organization called “The Baptist Faith 
and Message Fellowship,” which sees itself 
as combating liberalism in Southern Baptist 
life.

LITTLE GIANT
The name to remember for

FIBERGLASS BAPTISTRIES 
WATER HEATERS 

SPIRES—CROSSES 
KRINKLGLAS 

WINDOWS
Church credit plans available 

Free colored brochure
LITTLE GIANT MANUFACTURING CO.

Box 518 / Orange, Texas 77630 
Phone: 713-883-4246

RESPIRATORY TREATMENT BENCH for use in treatment of emphysema 
and pulmonary respiratory diseases.

Designed by one suffering from emphysema, the bench is handmade and 
delivery can be made within six to eight weeks.

Bench is 72" long, 16" wide, and 18" high. Cabinet, on one end of bench, 
has two doors that open; one to equipment and one treatment door, and 
five drawers for medicine, storage, supplies, and parts.

We do not sell medicine or medical equipment.

For further information or brochure write
ANNA W. ALFORD

700 Castle Dr, 
Chattanooga, TN 37411

In an address to a joint meeting of the 
Southern Baptist Historical Commission and 
the Historical Society, at Southwestern Bap
tist Theological Seminary, Hobbs stressed: 
“We’re responsible only to God” and must 
“respect each other’s competency before 
God.”

Hobbs said the Baptist Faith and Message 
is a guideline for Baptist beliefs—“not a 
creed”—and has been and can be “a force 
for harmony and to keep us anchored and 
free.”

In a question and dialogue session follow
ing his address Hobbs said he believed the 
statement should be a guide for all Southern 
Baptists and their institutions. But, he noted, 
“it should not be imposed from above or 
without—but from within, voluntarily.” He 
added that the statement’s preamble is the 
“key,” without which the statement becomes 
a creed.

The Baptist statement was the first con
fession of faith adopted by the Southern 
Baptist Convention in 1925. The 1925 ver
sion, written largely by E. Y. Mullins, took 
the form of a statement of faith designed to 
restore communication with Baptists of the 
world, following World War I.

In 1961, a doctrinal crisis involving the 
book Message of Genesis, and a growing

Members of Madison Avenue Church, 
Chilhowee Association, Maryville, surprised 
Mr. and Mrs. Herschel Hobbs with a re
ception in honor of the couple’s 51st wed
ding anniversary last month. Hobbs, retired 
pastor from Oklahoma City and speaker on 
the radio program, “The Baptist Hour,” for 
many years, was the evangelist for revival 
services at the church. Glenn Grubb is 
pastor.

feeling that the convention might be drifting 
into liberalism occurred about the same 
time, and a re-examination was begun of the 
1925 statement.

Hobbs decided, however, that the Genesis 
controversy did not cause the reexamination 
but merely occurred at that point in Baptist 
history. The committee Hobbs led studied 
the 1925 statement “word by word,” he said, 
and “was conscious that its responsibility 
was to present a statement of faith for 
Southern Baptists—not to any regional 
groups of them.”

The committee kept the five preliminary 
statements of the 1925 committee and made 
them a preamble to the 1963 statement.

The conventions of 1969 and 1970 re
affirmed the statement in its entirety, he said. 
(BP)
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JhtlpH
By Jim Griffith

A man and his wife had quarreled. Both were sullen.
The woman was quietly gazing out the window when she suddenly said to her husband: 

“Come here to the window. I want you to see something.”
The man came to the window and his wife continued: “Do you see that team of horses 

pulling that loaded wagon up the hill?”
The husband grunted, “Yes.”
“Well,” asked his wife, “why can’t you and I pull together like that?”
“We could,” declared the husband, “if there was only one tongue between us.”
It is amazing that something as small as the human tongue could cause so much diffi

culty. But in many homes, as well as churches, an unleashed tongue can cause more ex
plosion than a loose stick of dynamite. This is the reason the good Lord gave us two ears 
and one mouth. We are supposed to listen twice as much as we talk.

Bible Puzzle
Answers on page 18

Long-distance commute 
results in new church

NASHVILLE—A Canadian pastor, Mar
vin R. Thompson, took time out from his 
own pastorate, to begin a new church in a 
town 300 miles away.

From Edmonton, Albetra, Thompson took 
a weekly six-hour bus trip to Ft. McMurray 
to conduct a Tuesday night Bible study. He 
began with 10 adults in the sessions which 
met at Beacon Hill elementary school.

That Bible study has now become a church 
and has called as pastor, Earl Shinpaugh, 
who recently graduated from Southwestern 
Baptist Theological Seminary, Ft. Worth, 
Tex. Shinpaugh was a radar data analyst for 
NASA before beginning his seminary studies.

On a recent Sunday the Beacon Hill 
Church had a high attendance of 51.
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ACROSS

1 Choose
4 Their Serene 

Highnesses: abbr.
7 “Now I — to God” 

(2 Cor. 13)
11 O.T. book: abbr.
12 “with her —”

(Isa. 34)
13 Hawk’s leash
14 Nigerian city
15 Wild ox
16 A Brazilian people
17 “----- to his name” 

(Psa. 68)
20 Becomes apparent
22 A lion’s whelp 

(Deut. 33:22)
23 Galanas
24 Man (1 Sam. 1:1)

26 Serviceman’s mail
ing address: abbr.

29 It is the blood 
(Lev. 17:14)

30 “Bethel and —” 
(Gen. 13)

31 “white as —” 
(Mark 9)

32 “— with the 
Gentiles” (Gal. 2)

33 Seed
34 In this place
35 On — of the world
36 Cropped
37 and powers”

(1 Pet. 3)
42 Set of three
43 Pagan god
44 Bygone

47 One that ages
48 Passion
49 Hindu caste member
50 Honey buzzard
51 Letter
52 Direction to a horse

DOWN

1 of you” (Col. 4)
2 Foot of an animal
3 “not to----”

(Eccl. 9)
4 Rockweed
5 Traffic sign
6 “ye have----- ” 

(Eph. 4)
7 of Mamre” 

(Gen. 13)
8 Functions
9 Produce

10 Affirmatives
12 “Every — work”

(1 Cor. 3)
18 Insurance: abbr.
19 Amateur Athletic 

Union: abbr.
20 Erase
21 Diva’s forte
24 “one receiveth 

-- ” (1 Cor. 9)
25 Rower’s need
26 “sung-------- ”

(Rev. 5)
27 Ponder
28 Was in debt
31 Footwear
33 Sticky stuff
35 in the flesh”

(2 Cor. 12)
36 “grinding at the —” 

(Matt. 24)
37 Nipa palm
38 “began to — him” 

(Luke 11)
39 Row
40 March date
41 Polynesian trees
45 New Guinea port
46 “to — is gain”

(Phil. 1)

First Baptist Church, Dyersburg 
Raymond A. Boston, pastor 

presents

featuring 
The Worship Choir 

Murray State Little Symphony 
Dr. Joseph Blass, 
Principal Soloist

May 14, 1978, 7 p.m. 
Church Sanctuary 

Stephen L. Smith, conductor

BUILD 
UILD

includes social area, offices, Sunday 
school rooms, nursery, choir, sanctuary 
to 900 people and sanctuary furnishings. 
Built more than 30time* to date in the Southeast.

This church on your lot for less 
than$22.00 SF complete.

write for free 
information 

or call

G C L G Q IQ

XQEUQUA

CRYPTOVERSE

FRQUA RO LXQ MRUF

R T Y I

Today’s Cryptoverse clue: F equals D

E T F T R L

We art also metal building specialists.

(603) 268-6164
Gymnasium Plan - masonry (603) 236-7031 nlghtt
construction • basic building
cost$18.0CySF. Expandable
Christian school structure 
also available.

KING'S INC.
Box 3661 Park Place

Greenville, South Carolina 29608
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SAVE 25 %
NOW...Get the Best for Less 

for the month of May. 25 % Discount on 
250 “Best of Broadman Press” titles 

during
Baptist Book Store’s First Annual 

BROADMAN
BESTSELLERS SALE
SAVE 25% on current, first-quality books 

such as these:
WHAT TO DO UNTIL JESUS 
COMES BACK
W. A. Criswell challenges Christians 
to replace complacency with com
mitment. Regular price, $4.95

May Sale price, $3.71

GRUDEN'S UNABRIDGED 
CONCORDANCE
The choice of Bible students for its 
clarity and helpfulness in sermon 
preparation and understanding the 
Scriptures. Regular price, $9.95

May Sale price, $7.46

WOMAN ALONE: CONFIDENT 
AND CREATIVE
Sarah Frances Anders, an accom
plished single woman shares insights 
on how to live creatively as a single 
woman. Regular price, $3.25

May Sale price, $2.43

SUCCESS, MOTIVATION, AND 
THE SCRIPTURES
William H. Cook tells how to live 
a full Christian life with Jesus as 
the pattern. Regular price, $3.95

May Sale price, $2.96

THE KEY TO TRIUMPHANT 
LIVING
Jack R. Taylor tells how his con
gregation found the abundant Chris
tian life through the indwelling Holy 
Spirit. Regular price, $4.95

May Sale price, $3.71

ODYSSEY OF TERROR
Ed Blair with Captain William R.
Haas. A book that cant be put 
down! A pulse-pounding account of 
the most death-defying skyjacking in 
U.S. aviation history, told from the 
Christian pilot’s viewpoint.

Regular price, $7.95
May Sale price, $5.96

THE BROADMAN BIBLE 
COMMENTARY
Clifton J. Allen, editor. Richly 
rewarding. Interprets God’s Word 
for deeper meaning and Christian 
witness.

12-Vol. Set, Regular price, $99.95 
12-Vol. Set, Sale price, $74.96

Each Vol. Regular price, $9.25
Each Vol. May Sale price, $6.93

AUTHORS WANTED 
BY N. Y. PUBLISHER 
Leading book publisher seeks manuscripts of all types: 
fiction, non-fiction, poetry, scientific, scholarly /nd 
religious works, etc. New authors welcomed. For free 
booklet, write:

VANTAGE PRESS, Inc.
516 W. 34 St., Dept. JL, New York 10001

CHURCH FURNITURE
From Factory to Church 

RAINSVILLE CHURCH PEW
COMPANY

Route No. 1, Box 405
Rainsville, Ala. 35986 

Phone 205-638-2467 or 638-3882 
Also we upholster old pews.

Groups, Reserve Now for 
The GREAT PASSION PLAY, 

America’s No. 1 Drama!
Tickets, lodging, recreation and meals 

$12-$ 14 a person at
Keller’s Country Dorm Resort

Route 1, Eureka Springs, Ark. 72632 
Phone 501-253-8418

Drexel
Church Furnishings

Pews, Pulpit and Chancel Furniture
WORD PICTURES IN THE 
NEW TESTAMENT
Archibald Thomas Robertson.
Gives exact meaning and every 
shade of meaning of every Greek 
word in the New Testament. 6Vols.

Regular price, $43.00
May Sale price, $32.25

NO TURNING BACK
Marion B. West, award-winning 
writer for Guideposts and Home Life, 
writes about Christian commitment 
in the “everyday” in can’t-put-it-down 
prose. Regular price, $2.25

May Sale price, $1.68

QUANTITIES LIMITED!
Order from your 

Baptist Book Store PARTNERS 

or Mail Order Center.
STORE

BAPT ST

N GROWTH

TEACHER’S BIBLE 
COMMENTARY 
H. Franklin Paschall and 
Herschel H. Hobbs, editors.
Teacher tested, teacher approved. 
Everyday language; applies Bible to 
life. 16 full-color pictures.

Regular price, $16.95
May Sale price, $12.71

FUNDAMENTALS OF OUR FAITH 
Herschel H. Hobbs. Clear answers 
about what Baptists believe.

Regular price, $3.25 
May Sale price, $2.43

Phone 704/322-8380 
Dept. J. P.O. Drawer 2187 

Hickory, North Carolina 28601
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The problem with stress is not how to get rid of it. It's a part of 
life. And it's not even all bad. The real problem with stress is how to 
recognize it and control it. So it doesn't control you.

Your body reacts to stressful situations with its nerves, glands and 
hormones. And because these systems function throughout the body, 
what affects them can affect other parts of your body that may be 
vulnerable at the time.

That's why stress is a factor in many people's heart attacks, 
hypertension, ulcers, asthma, possibly even cancers, and probably 
many other ailments. That's also why, in these times of many stresses, 
it's a major factor in increasingly costly health care.

You can recognize stress by heeding the warnings of your body 
and emotions. Frustration. Anger. Hostilities that build up. Heavy 
pressures of responsibility time demands and conflict. Headaches, 
insomnia, muscle tension.

The key to handling stress is learning. Learning to air your 
feelings in constructive ways, to train your body to relax, to repair a 
lifestyle before you're faced with expensive medical repairs. You have 
to learn what your stresses are and the best ways for.you to deal 
with them.

But they must be dealt with.
Because the longer you remain in the LIBERTY1NATI0NAL 
grip of stress, the more crushing—and life insurance company
costly- its effects. Birmingham. Alabama

For a free booklet about stress and preventive health care, write
Liberty National, Communication Department, P.O. Box 2612, Birmingham, Alabama 35202.

NAME-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

ADDRESS------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

CITY STATE------------------------- ZIP----------------------
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UNIFORM SERIES
Lesson for Sunday, May 7

Peter: worker of miracles
By Paul D. Brewer 

Chairman of the Humanities Division 
Carson-Newman College, Jefferson City

Basic Passage: Acts 9:32-43 
Focal Passage: Acts 9:32-43

The narrative in the book of Acts to this 
point has centered on different leading per
sonalities in the church as the church is 
changed from a small sectarian movement- 
within Judaism to an international com
munity of believers. The persons who play 
key roles in helping the church to self
understanding are spotlighted one by one. 
Some are introduced briefly and mentioned 
no more.

Simon Peter and Paul are introduced 
early and reappear with much larger leader
ship roles. From this particular lesson 
through chapter twelve, Peter is the central 
figure in the life of the church. From 
chapter twelve to its conclusion the book 
will focus on the ministry of Paul. Peter’s 
growth in understanding keynotes the 
church’s break with Judaism. The ministry 
of Paul stresses the widening vision of the 
church as it ministers to the world.

A Ministering Church: Acts 9:31
Many statements Luke makes are sig

nificant in spite of their brevity. This one 
verse is of great importance because it marks 
a new departure in the story of the young 
church. It summarizes in a short space 
certain, otherwise, unrecorded facts and 
introduces the lesson for today.

It is Luke’s habit to periodically sum
marize the state of the church. Compare 
this verse with Acts 2:43-47; 4:32-35; 5:12- 
16; and 6:7. With Saul’s removal to Tarsus, 
the church now enjoys a period of peace 
and growth. This summary is notable for 
three things. One, the word “church” is used 
in an entirely new way, not just to refer to 
one congregation as the Church at Jerusa
lem. Now it is employed in a more universal 
sense. It refers here to all the called of God. 
The church is sweeping away the prejudice 
and geographical limitations which separate

CHUM FMTMBi 
At a price J

Any Church Can Afford^ ~
Write or call

mum BROS.
MFC. co. 

Tel. (501) 675-2468

Booneville, Arkansas 
72927 |------------  

men and is providing a unity which makes 
all Christians one in Christ.

Second, the Church in Galilee is men
tioned for the first and only time. It must 
have been a strong congregation, but Luke 
does not choose to tell us any more about 
it.

Third, here it is abundantly clear that the 
Holy Spirit rests on the whole Church and 
that His power is not reserved for a few 
exceptional individual leaders.

The word “edified” refers to the progress 
of the* church as it is growing spiritually, 
even as it grows numerically. It “walks” in 
a fear of the Lord which suggests that its 
growth is a result of its commitment to its 
purpose. The word “walk” is the same as 
the word “go” in the Great Commission. 
Through yielding to the dominion of the 
Lord Christ the church grows, and- as a 
result its very life is missionary and numbers 
are won to the faith.

The Saints of Lydda: Acts 9:32-35
After his brief summary statement con

cerning the church as a whole, Luke gives 
some specific examples of the expanding 
work of the church during this peaceful 
era. This paragraph is of the nature of a 
page of illustrations. Peter leaves his past at 
Jerusalem and travels everywhere exercising 
his ministry and confirming the work of 
Phillip. All the cities he visits—Lydda, 
Joppa, Caeserea—have been evangelized by 
Phillip. The willingness of Peter to evan
gelize in these areas indicates that he has 
matured in his understanding of God’s love 
for the Gentiles. Phillip’s work and its 
confirmation by the power of the Holy 
Spirit has powerfully influenced Peter.

The Christians are called by the name of 

“But be ye doers of the word, and not 
hearers only” (Jas. 1:22).

“saints” here (vs. 32). The “way” was the 
name which their enemies had given them. 
The believers seem to prefer to call them
selves saints. The word means “holy ones” 
or “ones set apart.” It does not carry the 
modern connotation of a person of excep
tional piety. It is used to refer to all church 
people who were made holy by God’s grace.

As he preaches the gospel, Peter also 
heals Aeneas. Everyone is aware that 
Aeneas has been ill for eight years, so the 
miracle is a notable one. His healing seems 
to have made a tremendous impression on 
the people for many of them were converted 
as a result. Notice that Peter carefully 
points to Jesus Christ as the one who makes 
people whole. The body of Aeneas is made 
well, and the implication is that this act of 
mercy is a first step in making him and 
others in the valley of “Saron” (Sharon) 
spiritually well.

The Church at Joppa: Acts 9:36-42
Frequently, there have been miracles of 

healing in the life of the young church, but 
a restoration from the dead is something 
new This account of the raising of Dorcas 
is similar to the one of Jesus raising the 
daughter of the widow of Nain (Luke 7:11- 
17), and the raising of Jairus’ daughter 
(Luke 8:40-56). In all three cases recorded 
by Luke, he suggests that the restoration 
to life occurred quickly before burial rites 
took place. It is more a revival of breath 
and consciousness than a resurrection from 
the tomb.

The description of Dorcas as a beautiful 
person is often overshadowed by the pres
ence and work of Peter. Hers had been a 
ministry of deft fingers inspired by a heart 
filled with love. It was a great ministry as 
evidenced by the garments which she had 
made for the needy. Even today, many 
stress the conspicuous gifts as being su
perior to the silent gifts of helping. In the 
case of Dorcas, she had not just dreamed of 
doing good deeds; she did them! She not 
only sympathized with the poor when the 
cold wind blew, she used the gift she had 
to minister to them. Peter exercised his 
gifts also, but the source of power for both 
was the Holy Spirit. Do not magnify his 
gifts to the exclusion of hers. Again, the 
purpose of the miracle was an act of 
mercy which attracted the attention of 
people around. This act of mercy becomes 
instrumental in the making of converts.

Peter Matures: Acts 9:43
It is evident from this verse that Peter is 

not on a haphazard journey. The Spirit is 
guiding him step by step out of the restrictive 
traditions which have bound and limited 
him. Tanning was considered an unclean 
trade in Judaism, so that a Jew would not 
get near a tanner. Peter lodged with Simon 
the tanner, and it is only a short time until 
the Spirit will lead him to the house of the 
Gentile Cornelius. Finally, he will come to 
the defense of Paul’s Gentile ministry. So 
Joppa is another step on a new and revolu
tionary journey.
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LIFE AND WORK SERIES
Lesson for Sunday, May 7

Hope for a sinful world
By H. Eugene Cotey, Pastor 

First Baptist Church, Murfreesboro

Basic Passage: Genesis 8-9
Focal Passages: Genesis 8:1,11, 20-22; 9:12-15

A conversation with almost any law en
forcement officer will reveal what a crummy, 
violent society we live in. Talk to a high 
school principal, and more than likely he 
will tell you that drugs and discipline are 
his worst problems. Many teen-agers have 
no respect for teachers, for their parents, or 
for themselves. Turn on the radio, and you 
will hear a senate investigation committee 
asking questions concerning U.S. congress
men who have broken the law or skirted 
the law in order to pad their own pocket
books. What hope does the world have? As 
always, the only real hope is in the Lord.

I. God Remembers (Genesis 8:1)
There is hope because God does not for- 

Iown. God remembered Noah. Un- 
t man had been destroyed by the 
ighteous man, Noah, would have 
te similar to the disbelievers, if God 

remembered him. God does not 
own from a sinful society only to 

> place him back into a place of 
>s; God will not permit His own 
meaninglessly on the vast sea of 
gotten and forlorn.

judgment is not based on vindictive
ness; it is based on justice. When the mercy 
of God has been rejected and justice must 
be carried out, God does not press the point 
beyond what is fair. Because God remem
bers that man is human and not divine, He 
permits mercy to once more prevail. God 
prepared the earth for habitation once more 
by causing the flood to dissipate and the 
deluge of rain to stop.

Noah acted on the belief that God would 
not forget him. A person at peace with God 
knows that he will be remembered. Even in 
the throes of greatest turmoil, a person who 
walks with God has the assurance that God 
will not forget him. As soon as the waters 
began to abate, Noah made preparation to 
disembark from the ark. He never ques
tioned if he would leave the ark, but when. 
He began sending the fragile, domestic dove 
out to scout. His highest hopes were fulfilled 
when the dove came back with the promise 
of renewed life in the form of an olive leaf, 
and later when the dove found a resting 
place and failed to return, Noah knew his 
time of rescue had come.

n. God Speaks (Genesis 8:15)
God is active in the affairs of men, and 

impresses upon men his will. If men will 
listen to the voice of God, He can be heard. 
Noah heard God and left the ark. Twen
tieth century persons can hear God, too, if 

they will. God is still saying, “Go forth”. 
The courage to be and to become is the chal
lenge for the day. It’s too easy to become 
comfortable in the warmth and fellowship 
of the church-house ark. It’s too easy to 
become secure in the advanced technology 
of the scientific ark of knowledge. It’s too 
easy to hide in halls of learning and seek 
the safety of the ivory tower, when all the 
time God is calling for man to, “Go forth”.

When we can, with abandon, leap into the 
arms of faith, there is always hope. Noah 
took the leap. From the safety of the ark, 
he went forth. He had the courage to ven
ture out into a new world and a new age. 
Not knowing what the future held, still he 
went out. It is hard to act on the basis of 
faith, but it is harder to stay in old arks that 
have no floods to float on. Yesterday’s se
curity holds no promise for tomorrow; to
day’s safety is tomorrow’s outmoded means 
of coping. For this reason, the hope of God 
is always extended in an open invitation, 
“Go forth.”

A blind journey into the future can not 
build a new order. Noah, recognizing his 
need for divine guidance and spiritual sta
bility, sought help from the Lord. Noah built 
an altar and offered sacrifices unto the Lord.

Today we need to heed the lessons of the 
Bible passage. A new order needs new peo
ple. Social reform and human welfare are 
lofty ideals, but the motivation to overcome 
selfishness and the desire to overcome greed 
are not found in human nature apart from 
God. Righteousness issues from the heart 
of God, not from the will of man. A heart 
bowed before the altar of God will send 
us into the world to proclaim the goodness 
of God and the worthwhileness of man.

Because of Noah’s faith and obedience, 
God was able to say, “I will not again curse 
the ground anymore for man’s sake”.

m. God Blesses (Genesis 9:1)
The new order characterized by the new 

man was blessed in several ways. First,

Noah was given the blessing of procreation. 
Such blessing was not all fun and games, 
because there is much responsibility attached 
to procreation. We live in a so-called liber
ated society. The world, too often, says it 
has tried marriage and found it wanting, but 
what has happened is that people have been 
married and not tried. God expects respon
sible procreation within the framework of 
the family.

Noah was blessed to oversee and master 
beasts of the earth, the fowl of the air, and 
the fish of the seas. Man is the steward of 
the earth, not the owner, and, in his steward
ship he is responsible to God. From the 
earth he is to gain his livelihood, but there 
is no hint that man is to glut the earth for his 
own personal gratification.

Another blessing given by God was His 
covenant extended to man through Noah. 
No more would God destroy the earth by 
flood. The sign of the covenant was the 
rainbow, a symbol of God’s grace to im
perfect man. Even though man apart from 
God was intrinsically evil, he could walk 
with God if he was repentant and obedient. 
Later, the covenant was replaced, strength
ened, an brought into clear focus by the 
sign of the cross.

In the sinful world there is hope found 
in God; God who remembers His own, God 
who speaks to His own, God who blesses 
His own.
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Tenn., pastor urges care in baptizing children
FORT WORTH, Tex.—Baptist churches 

today are facing a growing problem of “un
regenerate church members” by raising a 
generation of children who have been im
mersed but are not Christians, the chairman 
of the Southern Baptist Historical Commis
sion told a joint meeting of the Southern 
Baptist Historical Commission and Historical 
Society here last week.

Citing what he called an apparent “laxity 
in Southern Baptist churches in terms of 
maintaining a regenerate church member
ship,” Richard D. Patton, pastor of First 
Baptist Church in Portland, Tenn., focused 
mainly on baptism of preschool age children, 
which he said is an increasing problem 
among churches in the 13-million member 
convention.

“I discovered a growing trend toward the 
baptism of preschool age children,” Patton 
said. “In 1972, 2,323 were baptized. The 
next year, there was a decline. However, 
from 1973-76, the number had once again 
reached 2,061 (annual average).

“The total number of children baptized 
under eight years of age in 1976 was 35,562, 
or almost 10 percent of the total number 
of baptisms reported,” Patton said.

He quoted Kenneth L. Chafin, pastor of

COME TOGETHER IN SONG
"Communion: A Song Book For God's People In Harmony''
Over 120 selections...All-time favorite songs of praise and worship... 
Plus many others never before in print!

Spiral-bound Song Book 62005........................  $2.95

South Main Baptist Church, Houston, and 
former evangelism director for the Southern 
Baptist Home Mission Board, who expressed 
concern that many children in what used to 
be considered the “primary” department 
were being baptized.

“If this trend continues,” Chafin said 
some years ago, “it will not be an unusual 
thing for preschool children to be joining 
churches on transfer of letter.”

Media services offers diploma
NASHVILLE—A new Media Services 

Diploma may be earned by teachers, leaders, 
and church media center staff members who 
participate in a comprehensive training plan 
through the church study course, according 
to Wayne Todd, secretary of the Sunday 
School Board’s church library department.

Each media center staff member who 
completes the course will receive the diplo
ma with a “Media Services—Staff” seal. 
Teachers and leaders will receive the diplo
ma with a “Media Skills—Teachers and 
Leaders” seal. Details concerning study plans 
and course credit may be obtained by con
tacting the Church Library Department, 127 
Ninth Avenue, North, Nashville, Tn. 37234.

To continue baptizing preschool children, 
Patton said, appears to “put us precariously 
close to the practice of infant baptism.”

He said that according to traditional Bap
tist interpretation of Scripture, to be re
generated one must make a responsible, 
conscious, deliberate act of faith in accept
ing Jesus Christ as Savior and Lord.

“Baptists have rejected infant baptism 
through the years because infants lack the 
facilities for making such a decision,” he 
said.

Patton then asked, “At what 
tender age is the child ready for 
decision making? . . . Certainly 
Baptists cannot look into a heart 
or mind to determine when a 
person has been genuinely re
generated.” But, he urged, “Bap
tists should exercise extreme 
caution in the adoption of prac
tices which could undermine 
basic Scriptural teachings and 
Baptist practices.

Patton said he believes three 
things will happen if Baptists 
continue to baptize preschool
age children:

—It will erode the basic Bap
tist doctrine of believer’s bap
tism.

—It will mean a drastic 
change in the understanding of 
the meaning of “regenerate” and 
will make church membership 
accessible to any child as “it is 
already in those x communions 
practicing the baptism of in
fants.”

—More non-resident members
dropouts will be added to “an already too- 
large number.” In 1976, Patton said, the 
non-resident members total was 3.6-million, 
an increase of almost 1-million since 1960.

He asked, “Are we Southern Baptists more 
concerned with continually adding to or 
multiplying church rolls ... or with at
tempting to maintain a regenerate member
ship?

“None of the things we value as Baptists 
will remain strong if the membership of our 
churches and denomination becomes un
regenerate,” he concluded. (BP)
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cassettes (five songs each medley)!

Reel-to-reel
Cassette

AT-506-B
AC-506-B1/4

. $45.00

. .$ 7.98

COME TOGETHER IN SONGS OF PRAISE AND 
WORSHIP ON BIRDWING RECORDS AND TAPES... 
AND BIRDWING MUSIC.
A Division, of Sparrow Records, Inc , 8587 Canoga Ave , Canoga Park, CA. 91304. 
In Canada: Box 6900 Vancouver, BC V6B 4B5

CHURCH FURNITURE (PEWS) 
Attn: adv. R. G. Ketron 615-577-8716 

3401 Montlake Dr.
Knoxville, Tennessee 37920 

□ Send me, free church furn. BROCHURE 
Church_______________________________

Name------------- .---- --------- ,---------------------------
Address_____ _____ __ ____________ _
City __________________________________
State--------------------------------Zip ______ - ■
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