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Baptists to aid child care 
by Mother's Day offering

Tennessee Baptists will open their hearts 
—and their pocketbooks—next Sunday and 
will share in their ministry of child care 
and related services to dependent and 
neglected children and their families.

The occasion is the annual Mother’s Day 
offering for Tennessee Baptist Children’s 
Homes. The goal for this year’s offering is 
$400,000, which will provide about one- 
third of the operating budget for the Baptist 
child care program.

Tennessee Baptists own and operate four 
children’s homes: in Chattanooga, Memphis, 
and Franklin, under the direction of a 
Board of Trustees elected by the Tennessee 
Baptist Convention. Evans B. Bowen is 
executive director-treasurer.

The theme for this year’s offering is 
“Every Day Child Care.”

Bowen thanked Tennessee Baptists for 
their generosity in response to the 1977 
offering which resulted in gifts of $411,197. 
He noted that this amount is more than 
this year’s goal, but explained that because 
of the detailed budget planning process, the 
1978 goal was set before the results of the 
1977 offering were known.

The offering was started in 1961 and 
during the first two years was given at 
Thanksgiving. Since 1963 the children’s 
homes offering has been received in con
nection with Mother’s Day. Bowen said 
that the offering has increased year-by-year 
since that time.

The 1978 offering will provide about 33 
percent of the operating budget of the 
child care ministry, with about 42 percent 
coming from mission gifts through the 
Cooperative Program, about 13 percent 
from designated gifts from churches and

Mother of SBC officer dies
NASHVILLE—Mrs. Hazel Porter, moth

er of Lee Porter who is the registration 
secretary for the Southern Baptist Conven
tion, died April 22. She was 75.

Mrs. Porter was a lifelong resident of 
Wellsville, Mo., and member of Wellsville 
Baptist Church where she served in many 
local and associational capacities. She is 
survived by sons Dean, Anchorage, Ala.; 
James pf Wellsville; and Lee, who is also 
senior adult consultant in the Sunday 
School Board. (BP)

LOOKING AT BAPTISTS—Children un
der the child care ministry of Tennessee 
Baptists are looking to the Mother’s Day 
offering as an indication of Christian con
cern.

individuals, and about 12 percent from 
other sources, such as memorials and en
dowments. Additional funds are given for 
capital improvements.

Bowen reported that during 1977, the 
program assisted 433 different children 
with such services as group living on cam
puses, foster homes assistance, mother’s aid, 
and social work services to individuals and 
families.

“Children we are called upon to aid to
day are experiencing greater psychological 
problems than in the past,” he added. 
“Those we assist usually require tremen
dous medical and dental expense because 
of neglect by their parents.”

At the present time there are approxi
mately 200 children being cared for at the 
four TBC-owned facilities, which is said 
to be “near-capacity.”

Tennessee Baptists became interested in 
the care of neglected and dependent chil
dren shortly after the state convention was 
organized in 1874. The first children’s 
home was opened in Nashville in 1891. 
This was later moved to Franklin. The 
West Tennessee Home was started in 1950, 
and the East Tennessee Home was opened 
in 1954.

Graham-led crusade 
opens in Memphis

MEMPHIS—In an unusual opening night 
service—at which the overflow crowd out
numbered the main attendants—the week- 
long Billy Graham Crusade began here 
May 7.

After heavy thunderstorms brought minor 
flooding to Shelby County, Crusade officials 
decided Sunday afternoon that the night 
service would be shifted from the Liberty 
Bowl to near-by Mid-South Coliseum.

The 12,600-seat coliseum was filled to 
capacity one hour before the 6 p.m. starting 
time. With the weather greatly improved, 
it was decided to use the football stadium 
for the overflow, which was estimated at 
15,000.

Cliff Barrows led an extended song ser
vice in the coliseum, while Graham went to 
the stadium and preached a brief sermon 
based on John 3:16. After the invitation he 
returned to the coliseum for his regular 
message.

Graham said this is the first time he has 
had this experience in his 30-year ministry 
as an evangelist.

Using Hebrews 12:26-29, Graham pre
dicted that many things in this world will 
be shaken and destroyed, but five things will 
always remain unchanged. “Unless some
thing happens, we are going to blow our
selves up before the end of this century,” the 
Baptist evangelist added.

He listed the eternals as the nature of
(Continued on page 4)

Texas defeats referendum 
on pari-mutuel gambling
Austin, TX—An advisory referendum on the 
permission of pari-mutuel gambling on horse 
racing in Texas was defeated by voters in a 
May 6 election.

With only a few scattered precincts still 
not reported Monday morning, the results 
were 518,318 votes for and 631,711 against 
pari-mutuel gambling on a local option 
basis. The 113,000 difference was twice as 
large as the 55,000 vote difference when a 
similar non-binding referendum was held 
in 1974.

The Baptist Standard, Texas state Baptist 
paper, described the defeat of the referen
dum as “over-whelming” in the face of an 
emotional, high-financed campaign by gambl
ing supporters.



Materials for lay-led. revivals 
announced by two SBC agencies

MEMPHIS—A joint program of lay-led 
revival assistance, particularly for Southern 
Baptist churches with no baptisms in 1977, 
has been announced by the Southern Bap
tist Brotherhood Commission ahd Home 
Mission Board.

The program calls for enlisting, training, 
and involving Southern Baptist laymen to 
help churches plan and conduct revivals, 
bringing together fragmented efforts into a 
unified thrust.

The Brotherhood Commission will pro
vide the materials, state Brotherhood de
partments will lead in laymen enlistment, 
and state Evangelism departments and the 
Mass Evangelism Department of the Home 
Mission Board will provide the training, 
explained Bob Banks, director of the pro
gram section at the Brotherhood Commis
sion.

The program emphasizes the enlistment 
and use of church directors trained spe
cifically for helping a church plan for a 
lay-led revival and for involving visiting 
laymen effectively in the effort. The di
rectors will be available to travel through
out that state assisting churches.

To qualify as a church director, a lay
man must take training and participate in 
a lay-led revival in a Southern Baptist 
church.

Banks said 46 directors from 13 states 
have already been trained for this program 
by home missions specialists at regional 
training institutes this spring.

“We are accepting as a national project

CIRCULATION THIS ISSUE—78,860

baptist and Reflector
Established 1835

Post Office Box 347, Brentwood, Tenn. 37027 
Phone: (615) 373-2255

Alvin C. Shackleford ..................................................Editor
Eura Lannom .................................. Assistant to the Editor
Bobbie Durham ....................................Editorial Assistant

Published weekly except Christmas week by the 
Executive Board of the Tennessee Baptist Conven
tion at Brentwood, Tennessee, (Post Office Box 
347) 37027. Subscription prices: $3.75 individual; 
clubs of ten or more, $3.40; church budget, five 
and one half cents weekly when sent to 50 
percent or more of church homes. Second class 
postage paid at Brentwood, Tennessee, and at 
additional mailing office.

Space forbids printing of resolutions and obitu
aries. Advertising rates on request.

Member of Baptist Press (BP) news service of 
the Southern Baptist Convention.

News-Journal of Tennessee Baptist Convention 
Ralph E. Norton, Executive Secretary-Treasurer

BOARD OF DIRECTORS: George Capps Jr., chairman; 
C. Henry Preston, vice-chairman; Gayle Alexander, 
William E. Crook, John Daley, Jim Dusek, Charles D. 
Earl, Ray Fowler, Haywar'd Highfill, Howard Kolb, Pat 
Landrum, Mrs. R. Trevis Otey, J. Arnold Porter, Paul 
Shell, BUI Sherman, Gerald Stow, and Herschel Wood
burn.

to work with those churches which re
ported no baptisms in 1977,” Banks said. 
“We feel this program can help Southern 
Baptists in a meaningful way to reach Bold 
Mission goals in evangelism.”

Banks said lay groups in several states 
have been trying independently to help 
churches conduct lay-led revivals for the 
last two decades, and leaders of these 
groups were consulted when planning the 
program.

“We think there are thousands of com
mitted Baptist laymen who are searching 
for such an opportunity to share their 
Christian faith,” Banks added.

The commission has published two guides 
which describe how to plan and conduct 
lay-led revivals. Entitled “Lay-Led Revival 
Director’s Guide” and “Lay-Led Revival 
Church Guide,’.’ they are distributed by 
the commission and state Brotherhood de
partments. Persons interested in lay-led re
vival should write their state Brotherhood 
department and ask for a free brochure, 
“Lay-Led Revival.” (BP)

Boyce School opens 
center in Illinois

SPRINGFIELD, UI.—In what has been 
called a strategic move in the Bold Mission 
Thrust (Southern Baptists’ program to 
spread the gospel to everyone in the world 
by the year 2000), Illinois Baptists and the 
Board of Overseers of Boyce Bible School 
have voted to establish an off-campus Boyce 
Center in Springfield.

Boyce Bible School is a diploma granting 
theological training program for ministers 
without college degrees sponsored by 
Southern Baptist Theological Seminary in 
Louisville, Ky.

David Byrd, director of Boyce Bible 
School, called Illinois- a “strategic state” 
in Bold Mission Thrust and said the Boyce 
Center “will offer much heeded theological 
training to the many bi-vocational pastors 
and others in Illinois whom God has called 
in this time of bold advance.”

Byrd was pastor of West Jackson Baptist 
Church for 26 years before assuming this 
post last fall.

The center will begin operation in the 
fall with faculty composed primarily of 
part-time instructors who will continue to 
serve in local churches and denominational 
posts.

In addition to its campus adjacent to 
Southern seminary, there are presently 
Boyce School Centers in Little Rock, Ark., 
and Columbus, Ohio. Each is sponsored 
and supported by its state Baptist conven
tion. (BP)

Paul Schattel accepts 
new position at ETBH

Paul W. Schattel has been named to head 
the newly-created department of communi
cations at East Tennessee Baptist Hospital, 
Knoxville, according 
to an announcement 
by Earl G. Skogman, 
hospital president. As 
director of communi
cations, Schattel’s re- 
sponsibilites will in
clude the supervision 
of all communications 
for the hospital, in
cluding public rela
tions, internal com
munications, the hos
pital’s audio-visual 
productions, and support of an outreach 
program to assist the hospital’s growth in 
the future.

Schattel has had 19 years of experience 
in the field of mass communications, and 
came to his present position from Fort 
Sanders Presbyterian Hospital, Knoxville, 
where he held the position of director of 
public affairs.

A graduate of North Texas State Univer
sity with a degree in journalism and market
ing, he is a member of the Tennessee So
ciety for Hospital Public Relations, the 
American Marketing Association, and the 
National Academy of Television Arts and 
Sciences.

SBC mission support 
continues increases

NASHVILLE—National Southern Bap
tist Convention receipts total $33,108,261 
in Cooperative Program budget contribu
tions and $68,982,905 in total contributions 
after the first seven months of the 1977-78 
fiscal year.

Contributions are running slightly ahead 
of what’s needed to meet the 1977-78 
operating and capital needs budget of 
$55.08-million, but are only running at 
89.5 percent of the budget when the $8.32- 
million Bold Advance challenge goal for 
unmet missions needs is included.

April’s undesignated Cooperative Pro
gram receipts were up 10.3 percent over 
the same period last year and designated 
gifts were up 35.5 percent. Total contri
butions, made up of undesignated contri
butions for world mission needs of SBC 
agencies and another $35,874,644 in 
designated receipts, are up 11.8 percent over 
the same period last year.

During April, Cooperative Program con
tributions totaled $4,838,855, or 10.3 per
cent ahead of April 1977 and total gifts 
amounted to $9,557,478, or 21.4 percent 
ahead of last April. The total gifts included 
$4,718,623 in designated gifts, a 35.5 per
cent increase over last April. (BP)
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Supreme Court declines 
appeals on obscenity

WASHINGTON—Over the vigorous dis
sents of three justices, the U.S. Supreme 
Court declined to review the convictions of 
three Atlanta, Ga., men for violating por
tions of the state obscenity law.

William M. Sewell, Warren Teal, and 
Ernest H. Robinson were convicted in 
separate cases for selling obscene maga
zines and various sexual devices in adult 
book stores in Atlanta. Each was sentenced 
to 12 months in jail and levied fines rang
ing from $1,000 to $5,000.

Six of the Supreme Court justices an
nounced without comment that the high 
court would not schedule the cases for 
oral argument, leaving three, Justices Wil
liam J. Brennan Jr., Thurgood Marshall, 
and Potter Stewart who voted to hear the 
appeals. Four justices must agree before 
an appeal is accepted.

Brennan, speaking for himself and 
Marshall, said the Georgia law under which 
the men were convicted is overly broad. 
“In a society where the rule of law is para
mount,” he wrote, “it simply will not do to 
allow persons, however ignoble ... to be 
convicted of crimes solely because police
men and juries, encouraged by the state, 
can conjure up scenes of sexual stimulation 
in which (sexual) devices play a major 
role.”

In another obscenity case, the high court 
declined a request by the state of Maryland 
to review the constitutionality of a portion 
of its obscenity law earlier struck down by 
a state court.

The specific provision protects from pro
secution operators of motion picture equip
ment used in commercial theaters to show 
obscene films when the operators neither 
own nor hold financial interest in the busi
ness. The law does not provide such pro
tection, however, for clerks in bookstores 
arrested for selling obscene printed matter. 
Lower courts ruled earlier that the absence 
of such a provision in the law was unequal 
and discriminatory. (BP)

Death takes wife of A. R. Pedigo 
nine days after husband's death

Nine days after the death of her husband 
on April 15, Mrs. A. R. Pedigo died in 
Maryville, April 24. (See Baptist and Re
flector, page 11, April 27). Mrs. Pedigo, 91, 
had been unable to attend her husband’s 
funeral, which was held in Knoxville.

Her services, were also held from Berrys 
Funeral Chapel, Knoxville, with burial in 
Woodlawn Cemetery. Services were led by 
James Hutson, pastor of Meridian Church, 
and Gordon Greenwell, pastor, Sevier 
Heights Church, both in Knoxville.

Pedigo had been in the ministry for near
ly 50 years and served three churches in 
Tennessee.

Carson-Newman to grant degrees, 
hear TBC president at commencement

Sherman

Approximately 294 seniors are scheduled 
to receive degrees during spring commence
ment exercises at Carson-Newman College, 

Jefferson City, on Fri
day, May 12. The 
7:30 p.m. ceremonies 
will take place at Holt 
Field House on the 
C-N campus.

In addition to the 
undergraduate de
grees, Carson-New
man will present two 
honorary doctoral de
grees, according to 
Jack McEwen, a 
member of the C-N

Board of Trustees and chairman of the 
honorary degrees committee.

Receiving the doctor of music degree will 
be Ersa N. Davis. The doctor of divinity 
degree will go to Raymond Tolliver De
Armond. Both are C-N graduates.

Miss Davis, a natvie of Sevier County, 
is a graduate of Harrison-Chilhowee Bap
tist Academy, Seymour. She earned the 
bachelor of music and bachelor of arts 
degrees from C-N and was a teacher in the 
music department of that institution for 
45 years. She retired in 1968. Under her 
leadership, C-N’s school of music was ad
mitted into the National Association of 
Schools of Music in 1963.

DeArmond, Seymour, received the B.A. 
from Carson-Newman and the Th.M. from 
Southern Baptist Theological Seminary. He 

TENNESSEAN ELECTED—Jonas L. Stewart (right), executive secretary of the Ten
nessee Baptist Foundation, was elected new president of the Association of Baptist 
Foundation Executives at their meeting in Oklahoma City. Stewart receives the gavel from 
former president Charles C. Duncan (left), head of the Georgia foundation, as William 
G. Kersh (second from left) of Oklahoma, secretary-treasurer, and J. Fred Lister of South 
Carolina watch.

was an educator for six years and then led 
churches in Kentucky, South Carolina, 
Alabama, and Tennessee.

Active in work for his denomination, he 
was president of the Tennessee Baptist Con
vention, a member of the Executive Boards 
of the South Carolina, Alabama, and Ten
nessee Conventions, and was moderator in 
Baptist associations in Kentucky, Alabama, 
and Tennessee. He has served as a trustee 
for C-N, Southern Seminary, and the An
nuity Board of the Southern Baptist Con
vention.

Bill Sherman, president of the Tennessee 
Baptist Convention and pastor of Wood
mont Church in Nashville, is slated as 
commencement speaker. Sherman holds 
membership on the Christian Life Commis
sion, TBC Executive Board, Home Mission 
Board, and the executive committee of the 
Nashville Baptist Association. He is a gradu
ate of Baylor University, Waco, Tex. and 
earned the B.D. and Th.D. degrees from 
Southwestern Baptist Theological Seminary 
in Fort Worth. While an undergraduate, he 
was president of the Baptist Student Union 
and lettered in football. He led churches 
in Oklahoma and Texas before coming to 
Tennessee 11 years ago.

The annual senior alumni brunch will 
be held at 10:30 a.m. at Stokely Memorial 
Cafeteria, May 12. At 1 p.m. the R.O.T.C. 
commissioning ceremony will take place in 
Gentry Auditorium. Final activities before 
commencement will be the senior-faculty 
reception from 2-4 p.m. at President J. 
Cordell Maddox’s home.
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First revival services in 92 years held 
in Idaho mining-timber town by Baptists

ELK CITY, Idaho—Southern Baptists 
have held the first revival in this isolated 
northern Idaho mining and timbering town 
since 1886.

“As best we can tell, the last known 
revival in Elk City was held in 1886,” says 
Larry Maxwell, pastor of the Elk City mis
sion and a missionary associate with the 
Southern Baptist Home Mission Board.

The week-long revival was part of the 
Christian Life Crusade of the Whispering 
Pines Southern Baptist Association, the 
newest association in the Utah-Idaho 
Southern Baptist Convention.

Thirteen pastors and music leaders from 
Georgia and South Carolina participated 
in the crusade, which was held in seven 
churches and missions of the association, 
which is in the “thumb” of Idaho.

Maxwell and Jim Myers, of Grangeville, 
started the mission at Elk City in Novem
ber of 1977, the first evangelistic work in 
the mountain town of 300. “Elk City is 
about 60 miles from the nearest town,”

First Baptist revival 
conducted in Senegal

DAKAR, Senegal—Eight persons ac
cepted Christ and nine rededicated their 
lives during the first Southern Baptist- 
related revival in this Muslim country, re
ports Mrs. Paul H. Grossman, Southern 
Baptist missionary press representative. Dan 
Greer, pastor of Washington Avenue Baptist 
Church, Greenville, S.C., was evangelist for 
the meetings sponsored by the Senegal Bap
tist Mission (organization of Southern Bap
tist missionaries).

MIDWESTERN TRUSTEE—Roger Abington (right), pastor First Church, Goodletsville, 
chats with Milton Ferguson, president of Midwestern Baptist Theological Seminary, Kan
sas City, during the recent Board of Trustees meeting. Abington is a 1967 MWBTS 
graduate and has served as a trustee from Tennessee since 1976.

Maxwell said. “The year-around population 
is about 300, but it expands in the summer 
when tourists come in.”

Maxwell holds “Sunday” school in a 
remodeled school building on Tuesday 
nights, followed by worship services. Bible 
studies are conducted on Wednesday 
morning.

The Christian Life Crusade, promoted 
with newspaper advertising, radio spots, 
and handbills, resulted in 18 professions of 
faith and 12 other additions. (HMB)

Graham-led crusade
(Continued from page 1)

God, the Word of God, human nature, 
God’s moral law, and the way of salvation.

Graham said one of our greatest needs 
is to study the nature of God, especially His 
holiness, judgment, and love. “Some of our 
worship borders on idolatry.”

Concerning the Bible, he said that it is 
infallible from Genesis through Revelation. 
“Satan’s first words to Eve were to question 
what God said,” Graham noted.

“There is no other way to salvation than 
through faith in Jesus Christ,” he declared. 
“Even though God doesn’t change, you 
must change.”

The Crusade will continue in the 50,000- 
seat Liberty Bowl through this week, with 
services at 7:30 each night and the final 
service at 6 p.m. May 14.

Also this week about 1,200 pastors and 
church staff workers are attending a school 
of evangelism led by Graham’s staff each 
day at Bellevue Baptist Church.

Wood supports Israel 
at anniversary rally

WASHINGTON—Israel’s right to exist 
without harassment or terrorist attacks was 
upheld at a rally celebrating the 30th an
niversary of the founding of that nation 
by a Baptist spokesperson.

James E. Wood Jr., executive director 
of the Baptist Joint Committee on Public 
Affairs, told a crowd of about 500, “We 
must view with grave alarm any continued 
terrorist attacks on Israel and any efforts 
to harass the government of Israel or to 
deny Israel’s right to defensible borders so 
essential to its nationhood and national 
survival.”

Wood also attacked proposals to create 
a Palestinian state within the present borders 
of Israel.

U. S. Rep. Robert F. Drinan, who also 
addressed the group made up predominantly 
of rabbis, pledged his opposition in Con
gress to arms sales to Saudi Arabia. The 
Carter administration has proposed to Con
gress the sale of fighter-bombers to Israel, 
Egypt, and Saudi Arabia as a package for 
the Middle East.

A representative of the National Con
ference of Catholic Bishops joined speakers 
from several Jewish organizations to affirm 
continued American support of Israel. The 
rally, held at the foot of the Lincoln Me
morial in Washington, was sponsored by 
the Synagogue Council of America, the 
coordinating organization for the Conserva
tive, Orthodox, and Reform branches of 
American Judaism.

Participants in the rally later attended a 
reception at the White House to meet Prime 
Minister Menachem Begin of Israel, who 
was on a speaking tour of the United States 
in connection with Israel’s 30th anniversary. 
(BP)

Nashville messengers hold 
spring associational session

Messengers attending the annual spring 
meeting of Nashville Baptist Association 
last month, elected officers and accepted a 
church in Sumner County under the watch
care of the association.

Long Hollow Church, led by pastor 
W. W. Harrison, applied for membership 
into the association. Moderator James Hop
kins, pastor, Inglewood Church, Nashville, 
said that the church would be under watch
care until voted into full membership.

New officers elected included: moderator, 
Bob Mowrey, pastor, Park Avenue Church, 
Nashville; assistant moderator, Ted Ingram, 
pastor of Grandview Church, Nashville; 
interim treasurer, John Williams, a mem
ber of Inglewood Church; and clerk, Doyle 
Chatham, minister of education at Ingle
wood. The new officers will begin serving 
after the fall meeting of the association.
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Barnett

: and J.

East Tennessee pastors 
elect Marion Barnett

The East Tennessee Baptist Pastors met 
recently in the chapel at East Tennessee 
Baptist Hospital, Knoxville, and elected 

Marion C. Barnett 
president of the 
group. Barnett is pas
tor of Broadway 
Church, Knoxville.

Others elected to 
serve with Barnett 
were Aubrey Hay, 
pastor of Oakwood 
Church, Knoxville, 
vice-president; Dennis 
E. Kenney, pastor of 
First Church, Bluff 
City, recording secre
Donald Mitchell, cor

responding secretary. Mitchell is director 
of church relations and extension education 
at Carson-Newman College, Jefferson City. 

The ministers also heard William Blevins 
of Carson-Newman College, speak on “The 
Secrets of the Christian Experience.” Carl 
Cleveland, professor of arts at C-N, dis
cussed “Christianity as Reflected in the 
Visual Arts”, and Robert Money, family 
counselor at Knoxville’s First Church, spoke 
on the “Ministry of the Family Counselor.”

Camp care planned 
for messengers' kids

MEMPHIS, Tenn.—About 300 children 
ages 6-11 are expected to enroll in a three- 
day mission day camp, June 13-15, while 
their parents attend the 121st annual South
ern Baptist Convention in Atlanta.

The camp, sponsored by the Convention’s 
Brotherhood Commission for the fifth con
secutive year, will be held on the outskirts 
of Metropolitan Atlanta on a 12-acre se
cluded retreat.

Registration fee is $5.00 per day which 
includes insurance, supplies, noon meals, 
and transportation between the Georgia 
World Congress Center and the day-camp 
site.

Frank Black, director of the Crusader 
department at the commission, will direct 
the camp, with the help of adult coun
selors. The camp is designed to give mes
sengers freedom to attend SBC sessions 
while their children participate in mission 
games, sports, crafts, and nature studies 
and getting to know Southern Baptist Home 
and Foreign missionaries.

Parents can register their children prior 
to each session Tuesday-Thursday at the 
day-camp registration booth adjacent to the 
messenger registration area in the conven
tion center. The children will return to the 
convention center at the close of the after
noon session on Tuesday and Thursday and 
after the morning session on Wednesday.

Tennessee laymen help to rebuild, 
burned black church in Georgia

On Feb. 25, Ray Long Jr. and several 
other men from Southwestern Baptist 
Church, Johnson City, were in the process 
of re-activating their Brotherhood and at
tempting to learn the true meaning of “Bold 
Mission Thrust.” Less than a month later 
they became part of a bold mission effort 
by joining with over 200 others in rebuild
ing the Mulberry Baptist Church in rural 
eastern Georgia.

Long’s mother, Mrs. Raymond Long, had 
read a story in the Feb. 23 issue of Baptist 
and Reflector, which asked for volunteer 
laborers to rebuild the sanctuary of a church 
which had been destroyed by fire. The Mul
berry Church was one of two black Baptist 
churches and two Methodist churches 
burned by vandals in Washington, Ga. After 
she shared the information with him, he 
recalls thinking of the task only as “an 
impossible situation.”

“Can you imagine,” he reflected, “They 
wanted to rebuild an entire church in four

Lobby discloses bill 
passed by US House

WASHINGTON—Lobby disclosure leg
islation which includes churches has passed 
the U.S. House of Representatives by a 
vote of 259-140.

The vote came after five hours of de
bate and numerous attempts to amend the 
bill. The measure also survived an effort 
to send it back to the Judiciary Committee.

As reported by the Judiciary Committee, 
the bill would require any organization 
which engages in lobbying of the U.S. Con
gress and meets certain requirements of 
time and money expended, to report such 
activities to the comptroller general.

Reports would have to include total ex
penditures for lobbying activities, identity of 
lobbyists, and a description of the issues 
on which the organization lobbied. Churches 
and their agencies are included in the re
porting requirements of the bill if they 
seek to influence legislation and pass the 
threshold of expenditures set out in the bill.

Amendments added in the final day of 
debate generally softened the requirements 
except for a stipulation that reporting or
ganizations would have to report actual 
lobbying activities performed on the floor 
or in adjoining rooms of the House or 
Senate.

Changes made in the bill during earlier 
debate strengthened the reporting require
ments by requiring disclosure of grass
roots solicitation and contributions of over 
$3,000 by any organization or individual 
during a year. (BP)

days. I sell merchandise to contractors and 
am a mechanic at heart, and I didn’t think it 
could be done.” Neither did Mark Killian, 
who is in general contracting.

Long presented the idea to a Brother
hood meeting at the church, thinking there 
would probably not be much response. But 
several days later, Ray Long, Jim Miller, 
Dan Farmer, Clayton Gilley, Glenn David
son, Mark Killian, and Garnie Collier, a 
member of Boones Creek Church, were in 
route to Washington, Ga. With Miller were 
his wife, Verna, sons, Mark and James, 
and daughter Kimberly. Killian’s wife, 
Mary, and son, Brent, also accompanied 
him.

“The greatest miracle was to see how 
the Lord could use a situation, organize 
just the right people, and do a job like 
that in less than a week,” Miller told 
Baptist and Reflector. He and his sons con
centrated their talents in carpentry work. 
Others did painting, heating and air con
ditioning work, electrical work, etc.

“Everyone there gave 110 percent,” Long 
said. “It just showed all of us that bold 
missions does not have to be a long term 
commitment. We can work in our own 
areas. This whole thing has just infected 
our church with the feeling that we can 
make a contribution.”

Jim Miller, physics professor at East Ten
nessee State University and his two sons, 
James, center, and Mark travelled to Wash
ington, Ga., to help Baptist men rebuild 
Mulberry Baptist Church. They are mem
bers of Southwestern Church in Johnson 
City, from which 10 members went to 
share in the Mulberry project. The men 
read about the project in the Baptist and 
Reflector and responded to the appeal for 
help.
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'Baptist Faith and Message' presents 
authority question, historian says

LOUISVILLE, Ky.—The authority of the 
1963 “Baptist Faith and Message” confes
sional statement has become an increasing 
point of tension in Southern Baptist life, 
according to an article by Baptist historian, 
Walter B. Shurden.

Adopted on the heels of an SBC theo
logical controversy, the statement, says 
Shurden, “has in some ways become a 
criterion of orthodoxy and a code-word for 
doctrinal purity.” This, he notes, is con
trary to Baptist tradition and was not the 
intenion of the statement’s authors.

Writing on “The Problem of Authority 
in the Southern Baptist Convention” in the 
spring issue of Review and Expositor, the 
faculty journal of Southern Baptist Theo
logical Seminary, Shurden traces the de
velopment of denominational controversies 
since 1962 and “authority questions” which 
have resulted. One such question involves 
“The Baptist Faith and Message.”

Adopted after a bitter debate over biblical 
interpretation, the 1963 statement is a revi
sion of an earlier “Baptist Faith and Mes
sage.” Called by some the “1925 Confes
sion,” this earlier statement arose out of 
the evolution controversy of the ’20’s.

Shurden notes that the 1925 statement 
was not accepted widely among Southern 
Baptists. “Some resisted the document be
cause it smacked of creedalism,” he ex
plains, “while some denominational leaders 
wanted it only to squelch controversy. A 
third group was dissatisfied with the state
ment because it was not specific enough.”

No such resistance has met the 1963 
statement, says Shurden, a church history 
professor at Southern Baptist Theological 
Seminary. Rather, he explains, the trend

Funeral service held 
for longtime pastor

Floyd Long, pastor and evangelist in Ten
nessee, Georgia, and North Carolina for 
over 50 years, died recently in Etowah. The 
74-year-old pastor died of a heart attack.

A funeral service was held at North 
Etowah Church, Etowah, with Allen Bates, 
pastor, and J. Burch Cooper, former pas
tor, leading. Burial was in New Bethel 
Cemetery near Etowah.

In addition to churches in Athens, 
Etowah, Morirstown, Clinton, and Dayton, 
he led congregations in Georgia and North 
Carolina, and was exceptionally active in 
conducting tent revivals during his early 
years in the ministry.

Long is survived by his wife, Pairlee 
Long, Etowah; two sons, Eugene, Athens, 
Ala., and Floyd Jr., Clinton; one step-son, 
Fred Farris, San Jose, Calif.; seven grand
children, and four great grandchildren.

has been toward more doctrinal uniformity 
among Southern Baptists since the confes
sion’s passage.

Some SBC agencies and institutions have 
formally adopted “The Baptist Faith and 
Message” as a theological guideline. “Some 
Southern Baptists,” Shurden notes, “have 
said that if you don’t believe in the 1925 
and 1963 confessions, then you are not a 
Baptist.”

This, says Shurden, is contrary to the 
intention of the statement’s authors. “In 
reading the introductory statement to the 
confession, one gets the distinct impression 
that the document is more concerned with 
defending conscience against uniformity 
than with defending Scripture from heresy.”

Shurden points out that former SBC 
president Herschel H. Hobbs, chairman of 
the committee which presented the 1963 
confession, has repeatedly warned Southern 
Baptists against transforming the confes
sion into a binding creed.

“The problem area for Southern Bap
tists,” Shurden explains, “is how the con
fession is being used and what further 
abuses may occur. What is at stake is the 
nature and authority of confessions, the 
freedom of the individual conscience, and 
whether Southern Baptists shall face the 
future with a theology based upon the Bible 
or upon a man-made creed.” (BP)

LIBRARY DEDICATED—Mrs. Maude Thompson, a charter member of West View 
Church, Cookeville, receives a plaque indicating the naming of the church’s new library 
in her honor. In presenting the plaque, Pastor Ed Malone, said that Mrs. Thompson 
has made numerous personal contributions of books and has shown interest not only in 
the active support of her church’s ministry throughout the years.

Clayton named editor 
of Louisiana paper

ALEXANDRIA, La.—Lynn Clayton, 
editor of the state newspaper of the Kansas- 
Nebraska Convention of Southern Baptists, 
has been elected editor of the Baptist Mes
sage, state newspaper of the Louisiana Bap
tist Convention.

Clayton, editor of the Baptist Digest with 
offices in Topeka, Kans., since 1974, suc
ceeds Jim Cole, who resigned last December 
after serving as editor of the Baptist Mes
sage for 20 years. Cole is executive vice- 
president of the Baylor University Alumni 
Association in Waco, Texas.

A native of Texas, Clayton is a graduate 
of Baylor University and Southwestern 
Baptist Theological Seminary. He is study
ing for the master of communications .de
gree at Wichita State University.

The Baptist Digest won first place in the 
news publication category of the Southern 
Baptist Public Relations Association com
petition in 1976 and 1977.

Clayton has been a weekly columnist 
for the Waco News Tribune, has written 
for several Southern Baptist publications, 
and is author of “No Second Class Chris
tians,” published by Broadman Press in 
1976.

He has served on the Southern Baptist 
Convention’s Committee on Committees 
and is a trustee of Southwestern Seminary. 
He served on the recent seminary presiden
tial search committee. (BP)
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Sisters appointed to foreign field West Tennessee pastor 
announces retirement

By Jennifer Hall

For 18 years Charlotte and Judy Halbert 
never strayed from their red-frame house in 
Star City, Ark. Even their church was on 
the same block.

“We were just real plain, normal people,” 
said Judy referring to herself and her sister.

Mom and Dad Halbert still keep the 
home fires burning, but their daughters’ 
lives have gone through some considerable 
changes.

As they exited the Fort Worth (Texas) 
Hilton Inn elevator, it was easy to spot 
sibling resemblances: bright smiles, attrac
tive, easy-going. They even crossed their 
legs in the same direction. It’s no surprise 
then that the sisters have a similar life goal. 
It is, however, an unusual goal.

Judy, now Mrs. C. Ellis Leagans, and 
Charlotte, the wife of N. Benjamin Kirby, 
are still, of course, continuing as sisters, but 
they’re also going to be neighbors now—on 
the Southern Baptist foreign mission field. 
That’s not totally unique, except neither 
sister knew the other was heading in that 
direction.

Growing up in Star City and within a 
Southern Baptist church brought good ex
periences for the sisters, but neither talked 
about foreign missions as a life’s vocation.

“I never wanted to be a missionary,” 
remembered Charlotte. “It sounded scary. 
But I did see the need.”

Today they agree that it was their hus
bands who brought missions work into their 
futures. “It had a lot to do with who we 
married,” noted Judy. Ellis was in South
western Baptist Theological Seminary in 
Fort Worth when they met. As a college 
student he had been involved in missions 
work in Colombia. His interest in missions 
continued and in August 1977 the Leagans

SISTERS LOOK TO FUTURE—Charlotte 
(left) and her sister Judy take a moment to 
chat about their futures in foreign missions. 
The sisters are new Southern Baptist mis
sionaries. They, along with their husbands, 
were appointed at the same missionary ap
pointment service, April 11 in Fort Worth, 
Texas.

decided to pursue missionary appointment 
to Colombia through the Southern Baptist 
Foreign Mission Board in Richmond, Va.

In the meantime, Charlotte and Ben were 
seeking God’s will in their lives, too. Ben 
had been a home missions summer volunteer 
and sort of pushed the career angle aside. 
At Southwestern seminary he sensed a di
rection into missions, but it wasn’t until 
they attended missions conferences that the 
foreign missions idea impressed them.

“That kind of got things started for Ben 
again,” said Charlotte. “It kept coming back 
to him, and in September 1977 we contacted 
the Foreign Mission Board.” They applied 
for Venezuela, a neighbor to Colombia.

All this time, neither sister discussed the 
life-changing decisions they were making.

“We didn’t know they were in the mis
sionary process until the Group Interview 
Conference (a step toward missionary ap
pointment) in October 1977 in Richmond,” 
said Judy.

Actually, Charlotte revealed, their mother 
had told her that Judy and Ellis were 
going through the missionary process, but 
she and Ben “didn’t tell anyone because we 
didn’t know how our parents would accept 
us all leaving.”

Their parents have adjusted well. “They 
always wanted us to do what the Lord 
wanted us to do,” said Judy.

“They always taught us that,” interjected 
Charlotte. “I remember the night we told 
them we were accepted. They sounded 
happy.”

“In a sense, they're the ones who are 
sacrificing,” noted Judy.

Adding to the irony of two sisters joining 
the Southern Baptist missionary force is the 
fact that both were appointed, along with 
their husbands, during the April 11 appoint
ment service in Tarrant County Convention 
Center in Fort Worth.

The Kirbys live in Gorham, Maine, and 
he is pastor of Trinity Baptist Church in 
Portland. The Leagans are living in Living
ston, Texas, where he is associate pastor of 
Central Baptist Church.

When they met in Fort Worth for the 
appointment service, it was the first time the 
sisters had seen each other in 10 months. 
"All this has taken place since then,” said 
C'harlotte.

How do others react when they realize 
Judy and Charlotte are sisters going into 
foreign missions?

“People think it’s interesting,” said Char
lotte.

“People think how nice it will be for us 
to be close on the mission field. It’s an 
opportunity we'd never have had, had it not 
happened this way,” added her sister.

“Last night I was wearing Charlotte’s 
shawl, and I had to say to someone, ‘It’s my 
sister’s.’ Most thought I meant my sister in 
the Lord.”

Burke

After serving as pastor of five churches 
in Shelby County, one church in West 
Memphis, and one church in San Antonio, 
Tex., W. D. Burke, 
Memphis, has retired 
from the active min
istry. He has been in 
the pastorate since 
1931.

Prior to moving to 
San Antonio, Tex. he 
led the congregations 
of Brunswick, Eads, 
Lucy, and Arlington 
in Shelby County, and 
Second Church in 
West Memphis. Since
returning to Tennessee, he has served as 
pastor of Summer Avenue Church, Mem
phis, from which he is retiring. During his 
ministry there, the church built an educa
tional building, installed a baptistry, re
decorated the auditorium, and became debt 
free.

Upon his retirement, the membership 
gave Burke a cash gift. He used part of 
the gift to pay his expenses to Arizona 
where he participated in a mission revival 
effort, April 16-23, on the Pima Indian 
Reservation near Coolidge. He plans to 
do supply and interim work.

Active in associational work, Burke was 
vice-president of the pastor’s conference 

■for Shelby County Association and served 
on the missions and finance committees for 
that association. He is presently a member 
of the camp committee.

A native of Friendship, Tenn., he holds 
the A.B. degree from Bethel College, 
McKenzie.

8

Uhncbmicr
CHURCH FURNITURE

LYNCHBURG. VIRGINIA 24502

<

★ Pews 
★ Cushions 

★ Stained Glass 
★ Chancel Furniture 

★ Folding Chairs&Tables
★ Design & Renovation Service
Area Representative:

Don Sowder
115 Hardaway 

Goodlettsville, Tenn. 37072 
Telephone 615-865-1070

Thursday, May 11, 1978 Page 7



EDITORIALS

Elect your messengers for the Atlanta SBC
How many Tennesseans will be among the expected 20,000 

messengers and visitors attending the Southern Baptist Conven
tion in Atlanta, June 13-15?

Since 1951 (when the SBC Annual began to give a state-by
state registration breakdown), the number of Tennessee mes
sengers has ranged from 344 (1951 in San Francisco) to 1,306 
(1975 in Miami Beach). Last year 1,153 made the trek to 
Kansas City.

Our purpose here is not to speculate on “how many” but 
rather on “how.” We urge churches to properly elect their 
messengers and to properly certify these to the Southern Bap
tist Convention.

According to the SBC Constitution each church in “friendly 
cooperation” with the convention and “sympathetic with its 
purposes and work and has during the fiscal year preceding 
been a bona fide contributor” to the convention’s work is en
titled to one messenger. Then an additional messenger is per
mitted for every 250 members OR for each $250 contributed to 
the convention’s work during the previous year. No church can 
have more than 10 messengers.

To assist in registering, the Southern Baptist Convention 
provides “official” registration cards which can be filled out and 
signed by the church clerk or moderator. Cards are available 
by requesting these from the Tennessee Baptist Convention, 
P.O. Box 347,' Brentwood, TN 37027.

Any messenger attempting to register at the convention 
WITHOUT such a card will be referred automatically to the

High Hours Ahead

SBC Credentials Committee. Although this process is not 
necessarily complicated, it is time consuming!

We would urge your church in a regular or properly-called 
business meeting to elect its messengers; contact the state con
vention office for registration cards; and have these filled out 
and signed by the church clerk or moderator.

Then, when you arrive at the convention center, present your 
card at one of the registration desks—and would you believe, 
there is no registration fee!

Since the SBC is being held in our neighboring state of 
Georgia, we would hope that a large number from the Volun
teer State will plan to attend.

So, make your plans—have your church elect you as a 
messenger—get your registration card properly signed—and 
we’ll see you in Atlanta.

Inflation concerns
By R. G. Puckett, editor

“The Maryland Baptist,” Lutherville, Md.
Thoughtful citizens are becoming increasingly concerned with 

the rate of inflation and its implications for our whole way of life. 
Some view inflation as the greatest single threat to the survival of 
our nation, and incisive Baptists see it as destructive to our whole 
enterprise of missions, evangelism, ministry, and education.

Last month the federal government released figures indicating 
the Wholesale Price Index now stands at 189 percent of the 1967 
figures. Almost as frightening as the gross figure is the fact that 
the index has risen almost 8 percent in the past eight months. If 
the rate continues, February 1979 will see the wholesale index 
exactly 200 percent of the 1967 figure.

Only the wealthy escape the devastation of runaway inflation. 
Certainly, the poor are shattered by it. The middle income folk see 
all their dreams for themselves and their children crumble before 
the onslaught of higher costs in every area—especially food, 
housing, and education. And the elderly, living on fixed incomes 
with little chance of major income increases, find the “golden 
years” turning to dull, unpolished brass.

Let’s apply the 189 percent to a few areas of Baptist life, trans
lating the general into specific dollars.

If the pastor of a Baptist church was receiving $10,000 in 1967 
(most weren’t), he now needs $18,900 to keep pace with inflation. 
Assuming, he has remained in the same place of service for 10 years 
and is receiving $18,900, then he hasn’t received anything for a 
decade of service, contribution to the growth of the church, and 
his personal growth and maturity. Would most secular operations 
tolerate this?

Apply this percent to church income. What church with receipts 
of $100,000 in 1967 now has more than $189,000 income? If not, 
then there has been no real growth in mission money power and 
only those churches with good growth patterns exceed these figures.

Inflation has worked the same havoc on churches needing build
ings as it has on young couples needing housing. Costs of construc
tion in recent years have increased almost twice the inflation rate. 
Interest rates on borrowed money are now rising and accumulating 
money for paying construction costs on the front end on a building 
project usually cannot keep pace with the rise in costs.

Operational costs are increasing, especially utilities, and churches 
are hard pressed to keep things together at home, while sharing in 
world mission needs.

Church budgets are usually put together in the last three months 
of the year, but it is not too early now to be thinking about 1979. 
It appears it will get worse before it gets better.
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Cfcero’s 
comment

By the editor
“Cicero, I know that churches are vitally 

concerned about the spiritual evolution of 
human beings, but some emphasis could 
be given to their physical change,” an
nounced Eve O. Lution, renowned Baptist 
biologist.

“I am not sure I understand,” Cicero 
replied.

Eve continued, “If Baptists could evolve 
physically as they are growing spiritually, 
we could be a greater asset to our churches 
and the Kingdom of God.”

Cicero responded, “Oh,” which is my 
standard reaction of non-committal or 
ignorance.

So, Lution said, “You have heard that 
evolution is based on the theory of ‘the 
survival of the fittest,’ so I believe that if 
Baptists could alter their physical equip
ment, they would be more fitting servants of 
God.”

Cicero’s puzzled expression was inter
preted by Mrs. Lution that she needed to 
explain by simple examples.

She did.
“Baptists need longer arms so they can 

dig deeper into their pockets to support 
their churches and Bold Mission Thrust.”

Cicero nodded with a slight expression 
of understanding.

“We need larger brains so we can re
member all that God has done for us,” 
Eve added.

Other physical characteristics she sug
gested were:

—Keener ears for hearing the deep 
meanings in sermons.

—Long necks to see around people seated 
in front of them.

—Positive vocal chords which find it 
easier to say “Yes.”

—Stainless steel stomachs with enlarged 
capacities for eating at those ‘dinner on 
the ground’ occasions.

—Eyelids which look like eye pupils, so 
you can nap during meetings—while others 
think you are awake.

—Eleven fingers (for those who think 
that 10 percent is all you are supposed to 
give.

—Shorter noses, so these would stay out 
of other’s business.

Cicero interrupted, “I get the idea. What 
about tougher posteriers for sitting through 
long conventions, board meetings, confer
ences . . .”

“That proves my theory is already work
ing,” Eve O. Lution said callously.

to tfc ScUto*__
Letters on any religion-related subject are welcomed. Letters of over 300 words 
will not be used. Other letters may be shortened at the discretion of the editor. 
No unsigned letters will be printed, but writer’s name will be withheld for 
sufficient reason. Letters must contain complete address.

Equal, but different
Dear editor:

I read with interest the letter concerning 
equality of women (April 20).

It seems to me all the furor over wom
an’s role in the home and church stems 
from a misunderstanding of the word 
“equal.” Two plus three equals five. So 
does four plus one equal five. But they are 
not the same.

I believe the Bible teaches that man is 
the head of the home (and) should be the 
provider. He should be the backbone of the 
church. Woman was created to be the 
“help-mate” (and all the men I know, need 
one). It is a very important role. Women 
bear the children and have the major role 
in forming their caracter—some of which 
are the men of tomorrow.

Women are needed to form a balance in 
church life: singing, teaching, learning, wit
nessing, their sensitivity is invaluable in 
missions.

I don’t believe any woman wants to be 
the same as man. Equal, yes, in matters 
of law and in all other relationships. And 
if God gives the Christian eternal life at 
the moment of trust in Him, as He said in 
John 5:24, then all that He has for us is 
present tense, insofar as we are able to 
receive it in our mortal bodies.

Sadly, the balance has been upset both 
in the home and in our churches because 
both men and women have failed in their 
God-given roles. Most of us, in our 
churches, and in our homes, have to make 
the best of our particular situation. But 
I firmly believe that God meant men and 
women to be equal, but definitely not the 
same.

Mrs. George Upchurch 
Route 5
Paris, TN 38242

Church, state problem
Dear editor:

Although your motive may be good in 
applauding the Supreme Court’s decision 
to allow Tennessee ministers to serve in 
the state General Assembly, I fail to see 
how you overlooked the real issue—separa
tion of church and state! Let’s not kid any
one, the issue was hardly citizenship for 
ministers. I refer to your editorial, “Ten
nessee ministers become full citizens” (April 
27);

Where do Southern Baptists stand on 
separation and church and state?

Surely, a minister’s obligation to God 
involves him deeply in the church. Now if 
he is also in Tennessee state General Assem
bly is that really separation of church and 
state? Why not trust the state with Chris
tian schools, too so they can teach evolu
tion and that creation of man by God is 
a myth? My point being either the state or 
the church will rule in a mixture of the two.

History reveals what the Bible reveals, 
persecution occurs where church and state 
are one. Have we forgotten what Catho
licism did to all religions except themselves 
during and before the Dark Ages. What 
precedent are Baptists setting? What is 
Revelations 13:8 and 15 telling us, if not 
that all will be required to worship the 
image of the beast or be killed in a future 
worldwide state? Can we mix church and 
state lightly?

Jerry Cull
Route 1
Bethel Springs, TN 38375

Under the U. S. Constitution’s First 
Amendment’s “no establishment of religion” 
clause, laws are not permitted to handicap 
religion no more than they are permitted 
to favor religion. Our precious heritage of 
separation of church and state is based on 
our Constitution—not on discriminating 
against citizens because of their religious 
beliefs or practices, (editor)

Citizenship and taxes
Dear editor:
Everyone is pleased that Tennessee min

isters are now considered full citizens of our 
state, and as a result are eligible to serve 
in the General Assembly.

Now that full citizenship belongs to these 
ministers, do you think that the special tax 
privilege for housing allowance will also 
change? The rest of us full-fledged citizens 
are paying on our housing.

Ministers, we’re glad to have you as 
citizens!

Ed Scott
412 Meadowlark Lane 
Brentwood, TN 37027

The “parsonage allowance” permitted 
under Internal Revenue Service provisions 
is not dependent on a minister’s not serving 
in our state’s General Assembly, (editor)
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The crucifixion, of Jesus
By Herschel H. Hobbs

“And when they were come to a place, 
which is called Calvary, there they cruci
fied Him.”—Luke 23:33

We are so familiar with this story that 
we read it blandly. Instead, we should en
deavor to enter into His physical and spiri
tual agony.

The other Gospels call the place “Gol
gotha” (Hebrew or Aramaic word for 
“skull”). Luke uses the Greek word kranion 
which means the same thing. The Latin 
word is “Calvary.” The exact location is 
unknown. Tradition places it at the Church 
of the Holy Sepulchere. Gordon’s Calvary 
is also pointed out as a possible location. 
Perhaps, God does not intend that we should 
know, lest we worship it rather than the 
Christ of Calvary.

Crucifixion was the most terrible means 
of execution ever devised. It was invented 
by the Phoenicians. Roman law forbade it 
for Roman citizens. Paul, a Roman citizen 
was beheaded. Jesus, a Roman subject, was 
crucified.

The Gospels do not record the gruesome

CHURCH FINANCING AVAILABLE

details. But from other sources, we know 
what was done to Jesus. He was stripped 
naked. The upright pole of the cross was 
placed erect in a hole in the ground. The 
crossbeam was laid on the ground. Jesus was 
made to lie down. To render Him helpless, 
His arms and legs were jerked out of joint. 
With His arms stretched out along the cross
beam, His hands were nailed to it. Then the 
beam was fastened to the upright pole. Jesus’ 
feet were crossed on a small shelf about two 
feet above the ground, and spikes were 
driven through His feet into the pole. There 
He hung for six hours. Because of His out
stretched body, His ribs could be counted. 
(Read Psalm 22 for a vivid description of 
this entire ordeal.)

The slightest body movement tore at the 
gashes in hands and feet. Due to His posi
tion, blood collected in His abdomen caus
ing excruciating pain. Every sunbeam be
came a leech sucking out His vital body 
fluid. His lips became cracked and parched. 
His mouth was as dry as dust, and His 
tongue swelled. Due to inflamed vocal cords 
His voice became raspy. Fever mounted so 
as to cause a terrible headache. The soaring 
temperature was burning out His life. His 
joints were wracked with agony. Every nerve 
throbbed with plain. Gradually, His body 
grew stiff and His strength ebbed away. And 
His physical suffering was enhanced beyond 
measure by His mental and spiritual agony.

We cannot enter into His suffering. We 
can only describe it and imagine it. And 
remember that He did it for you and me!
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Suite 2748 Clark Towers
51 00 Poplar Ave. Memphis, Tenn. 38137

Pre-school arrangements 
made for SBC meeting

ATLANTA—Parents bringing pre-school 
age children to the Southern Baptist Con
vention in Atlanta, June 13-15, will find 
complete provisions made for their care 
during SBC sessions.

A pre-school child care center will be set 
up in the Georgia World Congress Center, 
beginning on Tuesday morning, June 13 and 
staying open through Thursday night, June 
15. It will not operate Wednesday afternoon 
when no convention sessions are planned.

Tyler Aldrich, long-time pre-school 
worker in Avondale Estates First Baptist 
Church is chairman of the pre-school com
mittee.

Aldrich said the service will be provided, 
at expense of parents, for children born in 
1973 or later. The pre-school center will be 
set up in rooms 302-303 and 305-310 in the 
World Congress Center.

The fee will be $3.50 per child per 
session. The fee covers cost of accident in
surance and is payable as children are 
checked into the center. Registration tables 
will be set up in the main lobby of the 
meeting hall and at the child care center.

Aldrich said the pre-school center will be 
especially equipped as a demonstration of 
a recommended child care facility for local 
churches. First aid coverage will be pro
vided by Georgia Baptist Hospital. Walkie- 
talkies will connect the center with ushers 
and convention officials. (BP)

Building program 
guidance available

NASHVILLE—Many free services are 
available from the church architecture de
partment of the Southern Baptist Sunday 
School Board to help churches plan for 
new or enlarged facilities.

Free guidance is provided in site selec
tion, building program financing, building 
design, equipment needs and architect selec
tion. Also, there is no cost for consultation 
with church building committees concern
ing floor plan layouts and review of archi
tect drawings.

Some custom services are available at 
actual cost to churches, including interior 
design, landscape architecture, acoustical 
design, working drawings and seminars on 
planning and conducting a building pro
gram.

For complete information at no obligation, 
please call collect today.

CHURCH FINANCE, INC.
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pulpit
By Jim Griffith

11 ' M—musician who first sings lullabies to her babies, then teaches the hymns to her 
children, and frequently brings harmony out of discord to provide for her home the 
sweetest music this side of heaven.

O—offers herself in unselfish devotion to meet the needs of her church, family, and 
friends.

T—teacher. Serves as the earliest instructor of her children, guiding, and nurturing 
them in the Word of God and the Christian way.

H—homemaker. By keeping the house and the faith, she makes the house a home in 
the finest sense of the word.

E—encourager. As chief in charge of household encouragement, she is the perennial 
soother of aches and pains, lifter of spirits, and brightener of dark days.

R—reminder. Even the memory of her Christian life serves to remind her children of 
their commitment to Christ as her prayers reach out to touch lives now and always.

Put them all together and they spell MOTHER.

Devotional

Christian mothers make 
influential homes

By Mack Bingham

Mother—that word sends many memo
ries swimming to the surface of my mind. 
When still in elementary school, my brother

Bible Puzzle
Answers on page 18
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1 in the harvest” 
(Prov. 20)

4 Thoroughfares: 
abbr.

7 affliction” 
(Phil. 1)

10 “Give —” (Psa. 80)
11 Never full

(Prov. 27:20)
13 Duke (Gen. 36:15)
14 Most of vase
15 An Iroquoian
16 Extremely
17 “is not---------” 

(Rom. 14)
20 High rocks
21 Man (1 Chron. 7:37)
22 Like fine brass 

(Rev. 1:15)

24 Scarcely visible
25 Frost
28 Paid notices
29 Criticize
31 “the — of perdition” 

(2 Thess. 2)
32 Hebrew letter: var.
33 Slippery one
34 — Benedict
35 High note
36 Young salmon
38 The Lord God

(Psa. 84:11 ;3 words)
43 Weather word
44 Esau (Gen. 36:19)
45 Continent: abbr.
46 An Indonesian 

people
47 Defy

48 Deoxyribonucleic 
acid: abbr.

49 Hebrew letter
50 Pointer
51 Sweet potato

DOWN

1 “a weaver’s —” 
(1 Sam. 17)

2 At one’s —
3 Charity

(1 Cor. 13:13)
4 his sheep” 

(1 Sam. 25)
5 Sea gulls
6 Wriggled
7 Kind of corner
8 Kind of place 

(2 Pet. 1:19)
9 Arid

12 “And----- away” 
(John 18)

13 Roman poet
18 Summarize
19 City (Acts 19:21)
22 Corpulent
23 Nigerian city
24 Metric unit of 

capacity: abbr.
25 “----- of gain” 

(Prov. 1)
26 Gear tooth
27 Printers measures
29 Reigned in Edom 

(Gen. 36:32)
30 Inclined
34 Man (Gen. 46:16)
35 Finishes
36 Psoriasis
37 Turkish sultan
38 Fish
39 Rakem’s brother 

(1 Chron. 7:16)
40 Day of attack
41 Silver
42 Measure
43 Machine part

CRYPTOVERSE
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Today’s Cryptoverse clue: C equals A

A U Z N Q

and I took an evening 
paper route. Com
pleting the first week’s 
collecting, we sat 
down to figure out 
how much we owed 
the route manager 
and how much we 
could keep for our
selves.

Mother joined the 
conversation and re
minded us, “One tenth 
of what you make 
belongs to the Lord.”

Bingham

This was a lesson a
young, 12-year-old lad needed to learn and 
one he’s never forgotten.

Then there was devotional time. The 
difficulty was getting three energetic grow
ing boys all home together. Mealtime 
seemed best, so either at breakfast or supper 
while sitting around the table we read the 
daily devotional from HOME LIFE and 
prayed together. I remember Mother sug
gesting this, and at first it didn’t meet with 
the greatest favor.

Home was a friendly place. My friends 
always felt welcome. Our house was often 
the congregating place for kids in the com
munity. Mother never knew how many 
would be staying for supper and never 
seemed to mind.

There was the time I took off for Day
tona Beach during spring break with a 
bunch of friends. Knowing the crowds that 
flock to Florida during that season of the 
year and the possible temptation and 
danger her caution was, “Son, remember 
whose you are.” Some other advice came 
in 1951 when I left for college, “Be select
ive in your choice of friends and become 
involved in a local church.”

Mothers don’t live forever but what about 
their influence? Recently, our pastor 
preached a sermon on “Truth is Immortal.” 
So are Christian mothers. The author of 
Proverbs said it best, “Every wise woman 
buildeth her house: but the foolish plucketh 
it down with her hands.” 14:1

Bingham is director of education and adminis
tration for Central Church, Bearden, Knoxville.

Choir Robes for Sale
20 green choir robes with collars. These robes have 
been dry cleaned and are ready for use.

Call or write
Highland Baptist Church

810 W. Hickory St.
Tullahoma, Tennessee 37388

Phone 615-455-0645 or 615-455-0083
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Virginia board votes confidence in University
RICHMOND, Va.—University of Rich

mond President E. Bruce Heilman and the 
university trustees received a vote of con
fidence from the Virginia Baptist General 
Board in their handling of the situation 
surrounding controversial professor Robert 
S. Alley.

Alley raised the hackles of Virginia Bap
tists in December 1977 when he told a 
group of Richmond atheists the Jesus “never 
really claimed to be God or to be related 
to him.”

Those comments, reported in Richmond 
newspapers, brought protests from Virginia 
Baptists, some of whom demanded that 
Alley, then the tenured chairman of the 
university’s religion department, be fired.

Alley has since requested and received a 
lateral transfer out of the religion depart
ment to become chairman of a new ,area 
studies program. Tenured faculty can’t be 
easily fired.

Some call was heard in the state for a 
severing of the ties between the school and 
the Baptist General Association of Virginia 
which provides the University of Richmond 
with about a quarter million dollars 
annually. •

Heilman told the board the school’s 
church relatedness is by choice and that 
either the school or Virginia Baptists can 
sever the relationship “tomorrow.”

“But the fact is the university doesn’t 
want to sever the relationship,” he said.

“It has nothing to do with money. We can 
replace the quarter of a million dollars 
tomorrow with money from those who 
would be happy for us to sever our rela
tionship with the Baptists,” said the Bap
tist layman.

“On the other hand, we would lose a 
lot. We would lose money; we would lose 
a history; we would lose a critic; we would 
lose a perspective and a spirit that provides 
a quality of integrity and an ethical system 
above and beyond academic elements.”

According to a report in the Religious 
Herald, Virginia Baptist newspaper, Heil
man told the board that despite those who 
say the Alley situation is “still up in the 

(Continued on page 13)
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Cordell Maddox, right, president of 
Carson-Newman College, Jefferson City, 
welcomed Ralph Norton, left, and Ray 
Fowler to the C-N campus last month. 
Norton, Fowler, and other members of the 
convention’s education committee met at 
C-N. Fowler is chairman of the committee.

Virginia board.
(Continued from page 12) 

air,” it has been resolved. Heilman referred 
to a faculty resolution asking for Alley’s 
reinstatement as chairman of the religion 
department.

Trustees met March 3 and took no action 
on the request. “They’ve acted in this case 
by not acting,” said Heilman. “That is 
their decision.” Earlier, the trustees, who 
reaffirmed the school’s Christian purpose, 
said Alley’s statements “in no way repre
sent . . . (the school’s) historic, current or 
projected positions.”

The Virginia Baptist Board passed a 
resolution affirming the valid ministries of 
all seven educational institutions associated 
with the Baptist General Association of 
Virginia and upholding their belief in the 
trustee form of governance.

Board members did change original word
ing in the resolution that said the trustees 
and administration of the University of 
Richmond had “appropriately resolved the 
recent controversy,” to say “appropriately 
dealt with the recent controversy.” They 
apparently didn’t completely agree with 
Heilman’s contention that the matter is 
“resolved.” (BP)

Ministers Life
For your minister, 
church, or school 

insurance needs. Write
L. CURTIS CALIHAN,

P. O. Box 181, 
Bellevue Sta., 

Nashville, TN 37221

Our People and Our Churches . . .
PEOPLE...

Three deacons were ordained at Sullivan 
Church in Kingsport, April 30. They were 
Tommy Carpenter, Mike Conkin, and Gary 
B. Ledbetter. The charge to the candidates 
was brought by Freeman Wright, and the 
charge to the church by Clyde R. Simms, 
pastor.

Lexie Crossroads Church, William Carey 
Association, ordained Edd Keller and 
Tommy Hayes as deacons. D. D. Cantrell 
is pastor.

Former Tennessean Lawrence Dean Lut
trell was ordained to the gospel ministry 
April 30 at Memorial Church in Arlington, 
Va. Luttrell grew up in Lincoln Park 
Church, Knoxville, and is a graduate of 
Carson-Newman College, Jefferson City. 
He graduated from Southern Baptist Theo
logical Seminary, Louisville, in May 1977, 
and has been on the staff at Memorial 
Church since November 1977.

Ewtonville Church, Sequatchie Associa
tion, ordained Edward Brown, Curtis Narra- 
more, and Billy Wayne Davenport as dea
cons. James Bond, pastor, Mt. Carmel 
Church, Signal Mountain, preached the or
dination sermon and gave the charge to the 
church and to the deacons. Robert Hines is 
pastor.

Mr. and Mrs. Joe A. Tenpenny were 
honored on their 50th wedding anniversary 
in Woodbury, April 30. They are members 
of First Church in that city. Bobby Zumbro 
is their pastor.

Frank Love, age 101, a member of Beals 
Chapel Church, Loudon County Association 
for over 20 years, died recently. He was 
the father of Mrs. P. L. Harmon, Lenoir 
City, and Mrs. Macy Dempsey, Johnson 
City. Love had also been a member of 
Euclid Avenue Church in Knoxville. Ser
vices were held in Lenoir City with A. R. 
Nelms and Don Rockholt officiating.

Members of Wallace Memorial Church, 
Knoxville, honored Bruce Forlines on his 
fifth anniversary as minister of music at 
that church. A reception was held for him 
in the multipurpose building, according to 
Pastor James McCluskey.

Calihan
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Bethel Church, Humboldt, ordained Jerry 
Blurton, Buster Porter, and John Clanton as 
deacons.

Clear Springs Church, McMinn-Meigs 
Association, licensed Roy Edward O’Daniel 
to the gospel ministry. Frank Hicks is pastor.

Victor Hodge, a member of Cedar Grove 
Church, Chilhowee Association, was or
dained to the gospel ministry last month. 
He has been called as associate pastor of 
West Maryville Church in the same asso
ciation. Horace L. Gennoe led the examina
tion. Glenn Grubb preached the ordination 
services. Fred O. Ponton is interim pastor.

Robert Cain, minister of youth and recre
ation at Brainerd Church, Chattanooga, 
for over five years, was ordained by that 
church last month. J. Ralph McIntyre, for
mer pastor, preached the ordination sermon. 
Cain has accepted the call to Parker Memo
rial Church, Anniston, Ala.

In Lawrence County Association, Barnes
ville Church ordained Odell Spears to the 
gospel ministry. The questioning was led by 
James Jolly, pastor of St. Joseph Church. 
Ordination sermon was delivered by Coy 
Marbutt, pastor of Summertown Church. 
Chris Gowen is pastor.

West View Church, Sullivan Association, 
ordained Robert L. Baker to the gospel 
ministry.

FIBERGLASS BAPTISTRIES
We also mold steeples and solve older 
baptistry problems with fiberglass liners

SCHAFER

Now in our 21st 
year of molding

MANUFACTURING COMPANY 

Troutman, N. C. 28166 
Phone 704-528-5321

First Baptist Church, Dyersburg 
Raymond A. Boston, pastor 

presents

featuring 
The Worship Choir 

Murray State Little Symphony 
Dr. Joseph Blass, 
Principal Soloist

May 14, 1978, 7 p.m. 
Church Sanctuary 

Stephen L. Smith, conductor
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UNIFORM SERIES
Lesson for Sunday, May 14

The gospel comes to Cornelius
By Paul D. Brewer 

Chairman of the Humanities Division 
Carson-Newman College, Jefferson City

Basic Passage: Acts 10
Focal Passage: Acts 10:23-25

The gospel continues to spread. Having 
begun with the Jews and proselytes to Juda
ism, it next reached the Samaritans. Now 
it comes to the seekers after God like the 
Ethiopian eunuch and Cornelius. In the 
future Luke will trace its journey to raw 
paganism by sharing with us the journeys of 
Paul.

This lesson seems to suggest that the 
most important event on Peter’s missionary 
journey is the conversion of Cornelius. 
More space is devoted to it than any of the 
other incidents recorded. This conversion 
is the key which opens the door for the 
Gentiles to enter the church. There have 
been earlier attempts at preaching to Gen
tiles but none of them have been initiated by 
an apostle. This encounter opens Peter’s 
eyes to a broader concept of the gospel 
than he has known previously. Some have 
suggested that Peter opened the door to 
the Gentiles, but Luke’s account indicates 
that this first deliberate effort was forced 
on Peter. He begins the mission to the 
Gentiles, but his enthusiasm for the task 
does not seem to be overwhelming.

Peter and Cornelius Meet: Acts 10:23-29
The contrast Luke pictures in this meet

ing is indeed startling. Cornelius had re
ceived his vision about 3:00 p.m. and 
obeyed immediately by dispatching messen
gers to Joppa. They rushed the thirty miles 
from Caeserea to Joppa by noon the next 
day. In their eagerness they evidently trav
elled most of the night.

Over against the eagerness of Cornelius 
is the reticence of Simon Peter. He moved 
only as he was pushed. Almost two days 
passed by before he made the journey from 
Joppa to Caeserea. In addition, where 
Cornelius eagerly gathered his kinsmen and 
friends to hear the gospel, Peter brought 
witnesses to testify concerning his action.

HOLY LAND TOUR
PLUS BELGIUM, 
SWITZERLAND, 

GERMANY
Departs Nov. 7. 1 1 days. Tour Director 
Donald E. Wildmon. His 13th tour.. $1 199 
from NY includes everything. Plenty of 
references.

Five Star Tours
Box 1 398, Tupelo, Miss. 38801.

601-844-5036

He was prepared to silence any Jewish crit
icism (10.23-11:12). This type of attitude 
suggests great anxiety and perplexity as 
some light breaks through, but prejudice 
maintains its hold. He still views this event 
as exceptional rather than the norm. Simon 
Peter is not fully convinced that Gentiles 
can enter the Kingdom on the same basis 
as the Jews.

The contrast in attitudes is further evi
denced when Peter arrives at the house of 
Cornelius. Cornelius greets Peter with a 
posture of utmost honor. In fact, his atti
tude is such that the word “worship” (vs. 
25) is used to describe it. On the other 
hand, Peter, with so many Gentiles present, 
feels compelled to justify his presence. He 
insists that his only reason for coming is a 
direct revelation of God.

A positive note in the meeting is detected 
when Peter insists that he is only a “man” 
and not to be worshipped. By declaring 
himself a man among men, he is not con
trasting Jew and Gentile. He elaborates his 
growing awareness of the barriers being 
broken by referring to Jewish law which 
separates them. The word “unlawful” (v. 28) 
is one which describes a taboo or a viola
tion of the accepted order. It is the same 
word used when Phillip is commanded to 
“join” himself to the chariot of the Ethio
pian, (Acts 8:29). Prejudice dies hard but 
Peter hears the voice of God which calls 
men to oneness even though religious laws 
try to keep them apart.

After expressing such a great insight into 
the meaning of his roof-top vision, Peter 
asks why Cornelius has sent for him (v. 29). 
It is to Peter’s credit that he is willing to 
obey God even when he does not fully 
understand all that his mission implies. 
Through such willingness the Kingdom can 
come and prejudice can be overcome.
The Testimony of Cornelius: Acts 10:30-33

Cornelius answers Peter’s question as to 
why he is sent for by recounting his own 
strange vision. Cornelius is what was known 
in Luke’s day as a Godfearer. He is one 
who is very interested in the Jewish faith 
and follows its teachings but is not yet a

EARL RUGEL 
WOODWORKING CO., INC. 

Church Furniture 
Jefferson City, TN 37760 

Phone (615) 475-3030

full proselyte. He has taken a giant step 
toward God when he abandons emperor 
worship to become a seeker after the true 
God.

In spite of his great piety and acts of 
mercy, he has felt a void in his religious 
life. He has prayed earnestly for a knowl
edge of the true way, and God has an
swered. He has followed what light he has 
until the fullness of truth can come. He 
concludes his testimony with an invitation 
to Peter to preach to him and his kinsmen. 
Wouldn’t most any preacher give anything 
to hear such an invitation from his congre
gation?

The Preacher Hears His Own Message: 
Acts 10:34-35

It begins to dawn on Peter what the 
vision at Joppa really means. It becomes 
clear to him that the animals in his vision 
signify men. The phrase “no respecter of 
persons” (v. 34) is an idiom which literally 
means “to lift up the face.” It refers to a 
ruler lifting up the face of a person bowing 
before him to see him more clearly. A 
good translation of Peter’s expression into 
our own idiom is “I am catching on.” It is 
a momentous day in the life of the church 
when he acknowledges that God is not 
partial but loves all men alike. The note 
has now been struck which will allow all 
races and kinds of men to dwell together 
in unity. Would that the church could fully 
“catch on” today to ail the implications of 
our belief in one God who loves all men 
impartially.

As a result of Peter’s insight, he preaches 
a sermon and all of those present experience 
revival. The outpouring of the Holy Spirit 
is for these Godfearers what it was for a 
similar group gathered at Pentecost. An
other barrier has been broken down. Peter’s 
final comment in his sermon stresses “who
soever believes” shall be saved. The gospel 
message has destroyed any religion which 
claims to mediate God's grace. All men 
are called to meet God for themselves.

The church today needs to open its heart 
wide enough to receive all who desire to 
know God. It can overcome its own strict
ures and narrowness when it learns to love 
even as it is loved.

“Because the foolishness of God is 
wiser than men” (1 Cor. 1:25).
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life and work series
Lesson for Sunday, May 14

The folly of self-sufficiency
By H. Eugene Cotey, Pastor 

First Baptist Church, Murfreesboro

Basic Passage: Genesis 10:11
Focal Passage: Genesis 11:1-9

Early in this unit of lessons about sin, it 
was established that sin is more than a 
social act; sin is disobedience and revolt 
against God’s authority. Adam and Eve’s 
troubles began with their questioning God’s 
authority, and then their son Cain tried to 
exalt himself above God’s plan. These three 
persons demonstrated sin in individual lives. 
The Genesis account then moved to deal 
with group sin. The need for the great flood 
came because the people no longer felt the 
need for God. Such self-sufficiency is the 
height of folly. Paul said, “Not that we 
are sufficient of ourselves to think anything 
as of ourselves; but our sufficiency is of 
God—’’ (2 Corinthians 3:5).

(
jfficiency is the result of pride, and 

sin dressed up in respectability, 
dultery, and drunkeness are highly 
lable social sins, but pride is also 
ough we dress it up and camaflouge 
nevertheless is more insidious than 
ore recognizable sins. Pride is the 
scabbed over with the infection of 
>n from God still working under
ride is the over-exaggerated opinion 
:lf so that a person no longer feels 

he needs God’s fellowship nor God’s guid
ing principles working in his life.

Pride engulfed the world after the flood. 
Having their common origin in the sons 
of Noah (ch. 10), all the nations of the 
world had risen in their own esteem to the 
place that God was left out of their lives. 
Then, as now, such thinking is folly.

I. The Folly of Humanism (11:1)
The people of the world had got caught 

up in the culture of the day. Communica
tion was no problem because they had one 
language. Language barriers are a problem 
of our day. We, Americans, know little 
about other people’s language. We know 
English, American English, and are satis
fied with that, but we are hindered from 
really knowing others because we can not 
think and express ourselves in other 
languages.

Not so with the people who built the 
magnificent ziggurat described in the Scrip
ture. There was nothing wrong in having a 
common means of communicating among 
the people, the wrong came because the 
humanistic society found no need in com
municating with God. The people no longer 
spoke of their salvation from the flood by 
means of God’s grace. They gloated over 
what could be done without God because 
of their common means of communication. 
That very communication came from God 
but was no longer recognized as a gift from 

God. Humanism glorifies man at the ex
pense of the God who created man in the 
first place.

II. The Folly of Technology (11:3)
The Tower of Babel was the result of an 

advanced technology. The people of that 
day were able to build a tower unlike any
thing then known. It was substantial in its 
greatness and magnificent in its beauty. It 
could be compared to the construction of 
the Empire State Building or the Golden 
Gate Bridge in modern times. The Tower 
was something man felt he had done all 
by himself.

No mention of God was made, but notice 
how many times they said “us” and “we.” 
The people forgot that it was God who 
gave them minds to conceive such an edi
fice. They forgot that it was God who gave 
them the physical health to build such a 
structure. They forgot that it was God who 
created the raw materials for the building. 
They forgot that it was God who gave them 
the one language through which they could 
communicate. Oh, how proud they were 
of their accomplishment! How easy it was to 
say, “Look what we have done.”

Today we may say, “Look at our ac
complishments of putting satellites in the 
heavens so that we can communicate in
stantaneously throughout the world.” We 
need to remember that the Creator God is 
the author of technology. The Scripture 
reminds us that humility must go with 
accomplishment. “Know ye that the Lord 
he is God,” the Psalmist advises.

III. The Folly of Secularism (11:4)
Secularism is the system of doctrines and 

practices that rejects any religious faith 
or worship. The people who built the tower 
had a secular mind. No mention was made 
of their dependence upon God. Their 
priority was a city that they could build and 
inhabit themselves, and a great tower that 
they could take pride in. Their concern was 
self-centered and arrogant. Man is at his 
lowest when he thinks he is at the height. 
The greatest folly imaginable is to be un
aware of the need for God.

In the twentieth century, the great tem
ples are not the ones with crosses on them; 
they are the “temples” dedicated to the 
economy of the land. The worship of God 
has been exchanged for the worship of en
tertainers who know nothing of a personal 
faith in God. The throngs shouting hosan
nah to the Highest have given way to the 
crowds shouting hurrahs at the sports 
arenas.

Resurrection Day worship has given 

place to Sunday recreation. The secular 
society of today in its mad drive for self
centered satisfaction will find genuine satis
faction only when it is able “to be still 
and know that the Lord is God, for he will 
be exalted among the nations.”

IV. The Lord’s Intervention (11:5-9)
God is sovereign, and although He gives 

man freedom, He does not give man carte 
blanche to manipulate the created order. 
When man ceases to be steward of the 
world and seeks to become master, the 
Lord begins to investigate the matter. He 
came down and saw for Himself what men 
were doing (v.5). He found mankind so 
puffed up with pride that nothing would 
restrain them for all they had imagined 
to do (v.6).

To stop the sin of pride and self- 
sufficiency, God confounded the one 
language and scattered the people. Unity 
without faith becomes a force for evil. Sin 
had to be stopped for the good of man.

In every example of sin in Genesis 3-11, 
there is the strong note of hope through 
God’s love. After the disobedience of Adam 
and Eve, God searched out His people and 
provided for them. While punishing Cain, 
God also put the mark of protection on 
him. In the midst of the flood, God spared 
Noah and his family. At Babel the Lord 
issued harsh judgment but immediately 
after, offered hope in the form of Abraham. 
God’s love continued to reach out to man’s 
sinfulness, even to the cross.
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Christians f ind peace, hope in Middle East
By Ruth Fowler

Arabic graffiti cries for the people of 
Palestine.

Flowers decorate the charred skeleton of 
the bus in which more than 30 Israeli 
civilians died.

A Beirut cab driver mourns his lost 
friends and lost city.

Throughout civilization the Middle East 
has been the center of conflict, but this time 
the war has lasted 30 years. Arab fights 
Arab in Lebanon. Arab and Jew battle in 
Israel. Syria, Egypt, Jordan, Gaza—no area 
or people remains untouched.

The Arab culture, by centuries of tradi
tion, demands that every wrong be avenged. 
Whatever the cost, the honor of the people 
must be preserved. And the ancient Hebrew 
law is eye for eye, tooth for tooth.

Offensive after offensive, retaliation after 
retaliation, the Middle East seems destined 
to fight forever. The people are suffering.

President proclaims May 
as Older Americans Month

WASHINGTON—President Jimmy Car
ter has called on the nation’s religious lead
ers as well as public officials, community 
agencies, educators, and the communications 
media “to help make it possible for older 
Americans to enjoy their later years.”

In a proclamation on the month of May 
as Older Americans Month, the president 
said that older Americans (over age 65), 
by their sacrifice and hard work “have 
brought us through wars and hard times, 
and kept our nation faithful to the values 
and principles on which it was founded.”

The president pointed out that in 1963 
when May was established as Older Ameri
cans month “there were fewer than 18- 
million Americans over the age of 65.” He 
said that “today their number exceeds 
23-million.”

“These men and women are a vital part 
of this nation,” the president stressed. “Like 
all Americans, they need comfortable and 
safe places to live, nutritious daily diets, 
and adequate incomes and services to give 
them freedom to make choices. We all must 
work together to create these conditions 
in our communities. ” (BP)
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Fear haunts their eyes and faces every time 
a newscast warns of approaching trouble.

But the same ones who fear war Tight 
war. Time after time hope for peace 
changes to new fighting.

There is an answer. It isn’t seen in poli
tics, but in the small groups of believers 
meeting throughout the Middle East. South
ern Baptist missionaries and representatives 
see it. The hope is in forgiveness and the 
forgiveness is in Christ.

In Beirut, Lebanon, two years of civil 
war, 1974-76, have given way to a shaky 
peace kept by United Nations forces from 
Syria. At the Beirut Baptist School, open 
throughout the war, students from both 
sides of the civil war play, worship, and 
study together.

HISTORICALLY
FROM THE FILES

50 YEARS AGO
Francis Pendleton Gaines was in

augurated president of Wake Forest 
College (N.C.). Representatives of 
about fifty colleges participated in the 
ceremony.

J. L. Marlow resigned as pastor of 
Spring Creek Church, Chattanooga.

25 YEARS AGO
Speaking to a church conference 

on the problems of aging in St. Louis, 
Mo., Dr. E. V. Cowdry, director for 
cancer research at Washington Uni
versity, said, “Boredom affects young 
people as well as old ones.” The cure 
is not gambling, drinking, trashy 
novels, drugs, or more war. It can be 
relieved by constructive and socially 
useful activity.” Dr. Cowdry, who 
was also president of the International 
Association of Gerontology, went on 
to say that old people should not 
allow themselves to “rust away.”

Merle Pedigo resigned as pastor 
of Riverside Church, Nashville, to 
become a chaplain with the Army 
Air Corps.

10 YEARS AGO
Magness Memorial Church, Mc

Minnville, called Harold L. White as 
pastor.

Daysville Church, Big Emory As
sociation, dedicated its new $30,000 
building. The old building burned six 
months earlier. Fred Scarbrough was 
pastor.

Any other time, in any other situation, 
such students would be fighting. But the 
young men who would be enemies are 
friends from chidlhood and weep to see 
each other leave as holidays begin.

People from opposing sides gather as 
believers in Israel, too. In Jerusalem the 
West Jerusalem Baptist Church had special 
guests for Easter services. This Hebrew 
congregation welcomed a choir from an 
Arab congregation near Bethlehem. They 
sang and worshipped together— 
Christian forgiveness overcom
ing the memories of the Arab 
terrorists’ attack on the busload 
of Israeli citizens and the Is
raelis’ retaliation drive into 
Lebanon.

The pastor of the Arab con
gregation is Jordanian. His 
ministry began more than 20 
years ago when he decided to 
stay and help a Southern Bap
tist missionary for just a year. 
He ministers with an associate 
to several congregations in the 
West Bank area.

Other Arab churches meeting 
in the villages of Galilee have 
members who are refugees— 
some from 1948, when Israel 
fought for independence, others 
from the wars of 1967 and 
1973.

These Christians remember 
lost land and loved ones, but 
speak of Christ and His love 
for all. They have found hope 
and forgiveness.

“If there was some way,” 
missionary, “that people could 
how important Christ is in the midst of 
this kind of war. If we can just communi
cate Christ’s love and forgiveness.”

The Middle East is at War. It may be at 
war for many years to come. But for Chris
tians the hate that causes war has ended. 
(BP)

Ruth Fowler, staff writer-consultant for the 
Southern Baptist Foreign Mission Board, wrote 
these impressions following her recent visit to the 
Middle East.

sighs one 
understand

Philippines seminary holds 
commencement in new chapel

BAGUIO, Philippines—Philippine Bap
tist Theological Seminary conducted its 21st 
commencement exercise for 15 graduates 
recently in its new chapel in Baguio. Lo
cated on the second floor of the new ad
ministration building, the chapel provides 
a much larger facility than the previous 
one, according to William T. Roberson, 
Southern Baptist press representative.

The old chapel area is being converted 
into student apartments.
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