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Board votes offering goal, nursing home
At its regular meeting, May 9, in Brent

wood, the Executive Board of the Tennessee 
Baptist Convention set a $350,000 goal for 
September’s Golden State Mission Offering; 
gave approval for the Tennessee Baptist 
Service Corporation to begin its first 
nursing home ministry; and delayed action 
of a motion to delete mandatory retirement 
age for board employees.

In other actions, the 99-member board 
raised the debt ceiling for Carson-Newman 
College, Jefferson City, so a music building 
can be constructed; authorized the bor
rowing of $26,000 to establish a BSU 
Center at Roane State Community College, 
Harriman, in cooperation with Big Emory 
Association; and approved a procedure for 
naming an interim executive secretary 
should an unexpected vacancy occur in that 
office.

The goal for this year’s Golden State 
Mission Offering was set at $350,000 in 
joint recommendation from the board’s 
state missions committee and the state 
WMU’s Executive Board. The new goal is 
a 16.7 percent increase over 1977’s goal 
of $300,000. Receipts for the 1977 offering 
had reached $329,000 by April 30.

A breakdown of the offering’s 1978 allo
cations will be printed in next week’s Baptist 
and Reflector.

The Tennessee Baptist Service Corpora
tion will enter into a joint venture with 
two Knoxville real estate executives to 
operate what will be known as the Baptist 
Health Care Center in Lenoir City. TBSC 
will assume management of the 102-bed 
nursing home and will be five percent

52,000 offend closing service 
of Memphis' Graham Crusade

MEMPHIS—The Billy Graham Mid
South Crusade closed here Sunday night 
(May 14) with more than 52,000 packed 
into the Liberty Bowl. The crowd, largest 
of the week-long campaign, brought the 
total attendance to nearly 300,000.

Johnny Cash and June Carter Cash ap
peared at the Sunday night service.

Crusade officials reported 4,550 inquiries 
in response to invitations given at the close 
of each service.

Several services of the rain-plagued cru
sade were videotaped and will be telecast 
nationally during June.

BAPTIST HEALTH CARE CENTER—As the result of action last week by the TBC 
Executive Board, this 102-bed nursing home in Lenoir City will become the first such 
facility to be managed by the Tennessee Baptist Service Corporation.

owners of the facility, with the percentage 
increasing to 51 percent after 10 years and 
75 percent after 15 years.

Neither the TBSC nor the Tennessee 
Baptist Convention will have any financial 
liability for the center’s indebtedness.

TBSC executive director Wade Darby 
explained that the project is being handled 
by Dan Culp and Jim Nixon of Knoxville. 
He said that extensive investigation has 
been made by the service corporation with 
auditors, appraisal firms, and the Tennessee 
State Health Department.

The facility has been operated for 15 
years as the Johnson Health Care Center.

A motion by Howard Kolb of Memphis 
asked that the board delete a paragraph 
from its Personnel Manual which requires 
board employees to retire at 65 years of 
age.

At this point the board declared an “ex
ecutive session” and all non-members were 
asked to leave.

John Daley of Nashville, president of 
the Executive Board, later told the Baptist 
and Reflector that after a brief discussion 
on the many ramifications of the motion, 
the board voted “by a large percentage” 
to table the motion until its Dec. 11-12 
meeting.

Daley said that the “general consensus” 
of the members was that the administrative 
committee continue its task as a search 
committee to bring a nomination to the full

Executive Board for a new executive 
secretary.

The paragraph which the motion concerns 
states, “All employees shall retire at age 
65. Effective date of retirement shall be 
any day after employee becomes 65, but 
not beyond the end of the calendar year 
in which he becomes 65.” Ralph E. Norton, 
executive secretary-treasurer since Jan. 1, 
1973, will be 65 on Nov. 10.

Earlier in the May 9 board meeting, 
George Capps, chairman of the administra
tive committee, gave a brief report on that 
group’s work as a search committee. He 
said that the committee is approaching its 
task prayerfully and expressed appreciation 
for the prayers and interest of board mem
bers and all Tennessee Baptists.

According to the board’s Bylaws, the ad
ministrative committee is to serve as a 
search committee to bring nominees for an 
executive secretary-treasurer to the full 
Executive Board should such a vacancy 
occur. The committee’s next meeting will 
be on May 26, Capps said.

In other action the TBC Executive Board 
voted to raise the debt ceiling of Carson- 
Newman College an additional $1,644,000 
to a new limit of $3,600,000.

C-N President Cordell Maddox said that 
about $776,000 has been raised and pledged 
toward a new music building. The college 
will issue up to $2-million in bonds to 
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Southern. Baptist churches 
to receive Bible films

PASS CHRISTIAN, Miss_Southern 
Baptist churches will receive an expected 
$1-million in filmed renderings of the Bible 
by the end of the year, state Sunday School 
directors were told at an annual planning 
session at Gulfshore Baptist Assembly.

Robert Fulbright, director of the Bible 
teaching division at the Southern Baptist 
Sunday School Board in Nashville, said the 
films are the first part of the “Genesis Pro
ject,” a program established through grants 
to put the Bible on 16mm film.

“The Genesis Project has been under way 
for some time, and a number of Southern 
Baptist theologians have served as consul
tants. It is a strict rendering of the King 
James Version of the Bible on film.”

Fulbright said he has received verification 
that 200 of the filmed programs, valued at 
$500,000, will be available to Southern 
Baptists by Labor Day. “And we expect an 
additional 200 programs (bringing the total 
value to $1-million) will be available by the 
end of 1978.” ’

He said the programs will be distributed 
under an agreement reached between the 
Bible teaching division and the Genesis 
Project.

Under the agreement, 30 programs will 
go to the six Southern Baptist seminaries 
and five to Baptist colleges and universities 
where curriculum laboratories of Southern 
Baptist materials are maintained.

Each of the $2,500 programs will consist
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of a 15 minute film covering a specific sub
ject or group of Biblical chapters; two color- 
and-sound filmstrips varying in length from 
7 to 12 minutes, providing in depth under
standing of what was seen in the film; a 
commentary in magazine form, “Bible 
Times: The New Media Bible Magazine;” 
and a teacher’s guide, including a summary 
of the other materials. (BP)

Memphis staffer announces 
acceptance of seminary post

R. Michael Harton, minister in education, 
First Church, Memphis, has accepted the in
vitation to join the faculty of Southern Bap
tist Theological Seminary, Louisville. He will 
fill the position of assistant professor of edu
cation administration in the school of reli
gious education in June.

Harton served the First Baptist Churches 
of Milan, Tenn, and Independence, Mo. be
fore joining the staff of the 3000-member 
Memphis church in November 1976.

Central Heights Chapel witnesses construction
Forty-three members of Central Heights 

Chapel, Jefferson County, gathered recently 
to view construction of the first unit of their 
building. Under the sponsorship of Piedmont 
Church, Dandridge, the construction was 
made possible by Jefferson County Associa
tion, the Tennessee Baptist Convention, and 
the sponsoring church and individuals.

A new Sunday School, organized recently, 
is a part of Bold Mission Thrust. The con
gregation is meeting in a residence owned

UNDER CONSTRUCTION—43 members were present when construction began on 
the new Central Heights Chapel near Dandridge recently. The establishment of a new 
Sunday School, a part of Bold Mission Thrust, was sponsored by Piedmont Church, Jef
ferson County Association.

Youth receives sentence 
for two church fires

WASHINGTON, Ga.—Roy K. Palmer, 
17-year-old Lincoln, Ga., youth has been 
sentenced to two six-year prison terms for 
his part in the burning of two churches in 
Wilkes County in December 1977.

Palmer pled guilty to the charges and was 
awarded the terms, to run concurrently. 
Charges on the burning of two churches in 
Lincoln County during the same spree with 
two other juveniles, are pending. The other 
two boys have been given maximum two 
year terms which they are now serving at 
the Augusta Youth and Development 
Center.

During the court sessions Washington 
First Baptist Church pastor Albert W. Huyck 
Jr., and several other pastors pleaded for 
leniency on Palmer’s behalf.

In church conference, Mulberry Baptist 
Church which had been totally destroyed by 
the boys, who admitted they had been drink
ing and smoking marijuana, voted to forgive 
them and ask the judge for leniency. The 
white youths denied having any racial mo
tives in the destruction of the predominantly 
black churches.

Ten Baptist churches have burned in 
Georgia since July 4, 1977. (BP) 

by Louis Lindsey and Steve Chandler. The 
men made the home available rent free until 
the church’s building is ready July 15, ac
cording to chapel pastor Elton Johnson. 
Johnson and his wife are retired mission
aries to Brazil, where they served for almost 
40 years.

Tom White, Eugene French, Edgar 
Campbell, and Ed Franklin serve as the 
building committee. Don Frazier is pastor 
of the sponsoring church.
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New Orleans names 
outstanding alumni

NEW ORLEANS—Two men have been 
chosen to receive outstanding alumni awards 
for 1978 from the New Orleans Baptist 
Theological Seminary.

Clarence C. Randall, pastor of the First 
Baptist Church, Tuscaloosa, Ala., and Jack 
Hanbery, warden of the United States Peni
tentiary in Atlanta, will receive the awards 
at the seminary’s alumni luncheon, June 14 
at the Omni International Hotel during the 
Southern Baptist Convention annual meet
ing.

Randall, who will receive the Distin
guished Sendee in a Local Church Ministry 
award, has been pastor of First Church, 
Tuscaloosa, since 1962. Prior to that, he 
served several churches in Mississippi during 
and after attending seminary.

Hanberry will receive the award for Dis
tinguished Ministry for service as chaplain 
and warden of the U. S. penitentiary in At
lanta. He has served as warden at the insti
tution since 1977 and was chaplain at the 
institution, 1966-72.

He also has served as chaplain at Federal 
prisons in Denver, Col., and Tallahassee, 
Fla., as well as warden of the Federal Cor
rectional Institution in Milan, Mich., before 
returning to Atlanta, and as pastor of 
churches in Florida, Georgia, Kansas and 
Louisiana. He was “Chaplain of the Year” 
in 1971 and has been president of the 
American Protestant Correctional Chaplains’ 
Association. (BP)

Smyrna youth takes top award 
under RA service aide program

Jeff Seat, Smyrna, recently completed his 
fifth service aide award in the areas of 
worship, witness, and education, under the 

Royal Ambassador 
program of the South
ern Baptist Conven
tion. This award re
quires a minimum of 
750 hours of service 
and work in the RA 
program.

The Ambassador 
service aide award is 
part of the program 
for boys 15-17. It 
carries with it a schol
arship to any partici

pating Baptist College in the SBC. Seat has 
earned a $1,200 scholarship for these five 
awards and the “service aide national award” 
from the Brotherhood Commission. He plans 
to attend Belmont College, Nashville.

Seat is an active member of First Church, 
Smyrna, where he has been an RA for nine 
years. He is the son of Mr. & Mrs. Tom 
Seat.

Southwestern seminary wins first round 
on not filing with federal agency

FORT WORTH, Texas—Southwestern 
Baptist Theological Seminary has won the 
first round in its battle with the Equal Em
ployment Opportunity Commission over the 
filing of certain employee information with 
the agency.

U. S. District Judge Eldon Mahon has 
denied a request by the EEOC for a sum-

Wake Forest charter 
challenged by student

WINSTON-SALEM, N.C.—A freshman 
at Wake Forest University is challenging 
the school’s charter and the constitution of 
the Baptist State Convention of North Caro
lina which require that all of Wake Forest’s 
trustees be North Carolina Baptists.

Daniel Peterson, a Southern Presbyterian 
from Virginia, sought the student representa
tive position on the board of trustees as a 
write-in candidate, but any votes cast for 
him were not counted. He did not qualify as 
a candidate because he was not a Baptist nor 
a North Carolinian.

Peterson has presented a petition, signed 
by 1,094 university students, that challenges 
the requirements and says “the student trus
tee should be elected according to the pre
cepts of a democracy, to represent the man
date of the majority.”

To change the North Carolina Baptist re
quirement would take a two-thirds majority 
vote by the Baptist State Convention. The 
same change was voted down in 1964 by a 
four to one margin. North Carolina Baptists 
represent 20 percent of the student enroll
ment at Wake Forest. (BP)

Missionary couple given 
work permit in Uganda

JINJA, Uganda—Southern Baptist mis
sionaries James L. and Linda Rice have 
been granted new entry permits by Uganda.

Their previous entry permit, which ex
pired in February, had been issued on be
half of their missionary work with the Bap
tist Mission of Uganda. When Baptist 
churches were banned in September 1977, it 
appeared unlikely that a new entry permit 
would be granted, according to Mrs. G. 
Webster Carroll, Southern Baptist Mission
ary press representative in Uganda.

The Bible Society of Uganda applied for 
the new permit for the couple because Rice 
is giving part of his time distributing Bibles 
throughout Uganda. The Rices, who see 
granting of the permits an answer to prayer, 
plan to go back to Uganda after a furlough 
in the United States. (BP) 

mary judgement and ordered a trial date 
set for the year-old suit. The EEOC is seek
ing to force the seminary to file EEO Form 
6 which provides information on the num
ber of employees and their duties, pay and 
tenure and to identify employees by race, 
sex and national origin.

A spokesman for Judge Mahon said the 
refusal to grant summary judgment did not 
indicate the EEOC was wrong but meant 
simply that there were important facts that 
could be decided only in a trial.

Following the hearing that denied sum
mary judgement, seminary president-elect 
Russell Dilday said, “Our lawyers consider 
this a victoiy which indicates the seminary 
has legal justification for its position. The 
court agreed that there are issues that need 
to be decided by trial.”

The EEOC, which has appealed the denial, 
contends that compliance to its agency’s 
regulations is required because the seminary 
is an institution of higher learning employing 
more than 15 persons.

Southwestern seminary, serving as a test 
case for the six Southern Baptist seminaries, 
contends the request is an infringement upon 
First Amendment guarantees. The seminary 
states that, as an integrated auxiliary of the 
church, it is exempt from compliance, as 
provided in the EEOC act. (BP)

SBC ministers' wives 
plan Atlanta luncheon

ATLANTA—Marge Caldwell of Hous- 
ton will be the featured speaker at the 
Southern Baptist Ministers’ Wives Confer
ence in Atlanta’s Omni Hotel at 12:30 p.m., 
June 13.

The Southern Baptist Convention holds 
its annual meeting June 13-15, at the 
Georgia World Congress Center, next door 
to the Omni.

Mrs. Caldwell, an author, lecturer, and 
teacher of professional charm and model
ing, has a Houston radio show and is a 
marriage counselor. She teaches Sunday 
School at Houston’s First Baptist Church.

Clint Nichols, chairman of church music 
at New Orleans Baptist Theological Semi
nary will bring special music, and Mrs. 
George Busbee, wife of the Georgia gov
ernor, will greet guests at the luncheon ac
cording to Mrs. Landrum P. Leavell III, 
Ministers’ Wives conference president.

Advance reservations ($7.50 each) may 
be made before June 1 by sending a check 
to The Ministers’ Wives Conference SBC, 
Druid Hills Baptist Church, Atlanta 30306. 
Tickets may be picked up at the ministers’ 
wives booth at the SBC on Monday, June 
12. (BP)
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Our People and Our Churches • . .
PEOPLE...

Members of Ooltewah Church, Ooltewah, 
honored their pastor, Burl McMillan, who 
resigned recently to accept the position as 
superintendent of the East Tennessee Baptist 
Children’s Home. The occasion began with 
a banquet and was followed by a special 
program entitled “Symbols of Service.” 
McMillan was the recipient of a gold Hamil
ton chronograph watch and a love offering. 
Ralph Norton, executive secretary-treasurer, 
Tennessee Baptist Convention, was in at
tendance and shared a part on the program.

Warren Armour, pastor, Union Friend
ship Church, Western District Association, 
was feted recently in honor of his 36 years 
in the ministry. The service took place at 
the church with all seven of the pastor’s 
children in attendance.

After serving as a deacon and music di
rector for over 50 years, Henry R. Smith 
was honored on his 83rd birthday by Center 
Hill Missionary Church, Woodbury. Smith, 
one of the two charter members of the 
church still living, has led in these services 
since the church was organized on Nov. 25, 
1927. Enzo Mathis is pastor.

Sammy Joe Washburn was ordained to 
the gospel ministry by Gravel Hill Church, 
Shiloh Association. Washbum is pastor of 
the New Hope Church, Pocahontas, Tenn.

George Weaver was ordained to the 
gospel- ministry by Center Hill Church, 
Shiloh Association. Weaver is interim pastor 
of the church.

First Church, Memphis, licensed W. L. 
Hester Jr. to the gospel ministry in absentia 
last month. A student at Southwestern Bap
tist Theological Seminary, the young 
preacher is bus minister at Northway 
Church, Dallas. He is the son of Deacon 
and Mrs. William L. Hester of Memphis.

✓ /

LEADERSHIP...
Victor M. Hodge was called as associate 

pastor at West Maryville Church, Mary
ville. A long-time member of Cedar Grove 
Church in that city, he has served as a 
deacon, Sunday School director, teacher, 
church training director, and director of 
Baptist Men. He was licensed by his home 
church and ordained by the West Maryville 
Church. Troy A. Christopher is pastor.

At First Church, Lexington, Calbert 
Bowden resigned as director of music and 
youth last month. He re-located at Beverly 
Hills Church, Memphis.
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Jerry Walker, minister of music at Tem
ple Church, Memphis, resigned to accept 
the call of First Church, Stillwater, Okla., 
where he will serve as minister of music/ 
youth. His last Sunday in Memphis was 
May 7. James D. Pardue is pastor.

Cecil Williams, pastor of Mountain View 
Church, New River Association, resigned.

Everett Gaylor resigned as pastor of 
East Jacksboro Church, Campbell County 
Association. The pastor of several churches 
within that association, Gaylor submitted 
his resignation due to ill health. He plans 
to preach occasionally and will be available 
for supply.

George L. Naylor, pastor of Alder 
Springs Church, LaFollette, resigned, effec
tive May 4. He and his wife will be moving 
to Louisville, Ky. where they plan to enter 
Southern Baptist Theological Seminary.

Larry Ballard resigned as minister of 
music at First Church, Martin, to accept the 
call as minister of music at Forest Hills 
Church, Raleigh, N.C. William Dodson is 
pastor.

Paul Watson, long-time pastor of New 
Union Church, Tennessee Valley Associa
tion, resigned, effective the last of May. 
He has also been active in the work of the 
association, serving as clerk for five years 
and as teacher in the,Baptist training semi
nary extension classes.

Anita Fisher, recreation associate at Two 
Rivers Church, Nashville, resigned to ac
cept the position of activities associate at 
First Church, Orlando, Fla. She served the 
Two Rivers congregation for over three 
years. Ferris Jordan is interim pastor at 
Two Rivers.

Joe Morgan is the new minister of music 
at Haywood Hills Church, Nashville.

Monte Ezell, minister of activities at 
First Church, Clarksville, resigned recently. 
He plans to attend Midwestern Baptist 
Theological Seminary on a full-time basis. 
John David Laida is pastor.

Larry J. Rhodes has accepted the call of 
Covington Pike Church, Memphis, to serve 
as minister of music, education, and youth. 
He cames to Memphis from Arkansas 
where he held a similar position at Mag
nolia Church in Crossett. He is a graduate 
of Oklahoma Baptist University in Shawnee.

Jim Hightower is serving as interim pas
tor at Friendship Church, Shiloh Associa
tion.

First Church, Fayetteville, called L’Nola 
Hall as summer youth worker. A graduate 
of Carson-Newman College, Jefferson City, 
she is working toward the mastor of reli
gious education degree at Southwestern 
Baptist Theological Seminary in Fort 
Worth. She has worked at Ridgecrest Bap
tist Conference Center (N.C.) and was a 
summer missionary. Reuben Trussell is 
pastor.

Buzzy Thomas has accepted the post of 
summer youth minister at First Church, 
Maryville. A recent graduate of the Uni
versity of Tennessee, he begins his ministry 
in Maryville this month. John Wren is 
pastor.

The new minister of music at Highland 
Heights Church, Memphis, is David W. 
Music. He comes to Tennessee from White 
Settlement, Tex., where he was music di
rector at First Church. He is a graduate of 
California Baptist College, Riverside, and 
Southwestern Baptist Theological Seminary, 
Fort Worth, where he earned the master 
of church music and doctor of musical arts 
degrees.

R. Clay Moore has been called by Wells 
Station Church, Memphis, as minister of 
music, youth, and education. He comes 
from Louisville, Ky., where he served as 
minister of music at Cloverleaf Church. He 
attended the University of Mississippi, 
where he earned the bachelor of music 
education degree.

CHURCHES...
Center Hill Missionary Church, Wood

bury, celebrated its 50th anniversary re
cently with an all-day service. Wayne 
Newby, Kentucky, and Carl Smith, Mc
Minnville, were the guest speakers. The 
program also included the reading of the 
church’s history. Enzo Mathis is pastor.

First Church, Rogersville, burned a 
$50,000 note for remodeling the west wing 
of the educational building. Chaplain Jack 
Randles spoke in the morning service, and 
Thomas Stepleton gave an organ concert 
at the evening hour. James Austin is pastor.

Elm Grove Church, Campbell County 
Association, voted to put its pastor, C. B. 
Russell, on the field full time.

Baptist and Reflector



RECOGNIZED—Employees of the TBC 
Executive Board observing service anniver
saries at last week’s meeting were Mary 
Evelyn Kerr (front), Lois Nugent (left), and 
Pat Mulloy.

Three honored by board
Three members of the staff of the Ten

nessee Baptist Convention building were 
honored for tenures of service at last week’s 
Executive Board meeting in Brentwood.

Recognized for 15 years’ service each 
were Mary Evelyn Kerr, secretary, Brother
hood department; and Lois Nugent, secre
tary, missions department.

Pat Mulloy was honored for 10 years of 
service. She is secretary in the excutive 
secretary’s office.

First, Rogersville, organizes 
mission in Tar Pine Valley *

Members of First Church, Rogersville, 
organized the Tar Pine Baptist Church last 
month in a rural area near that city. The 
Tar Pine Church, which is the ninth mission 
of the Rogersville church, requested letters 
for 22 charter members, according to James 
Austin, pastor, First Church.

Active in mission work for many years, 
the Rogersville congregation has been in
strumental in organizing East Rogersville, 
West View, Henard’s Chapel, Big Creek, 
Bethel, Keplar, McCloud, and McKinney’s 
Chapel churches. Another of the church’s 
missions work located in Cheektowaga, 
N.Y., is served by home missionaries.

The mission group is already meeting in 
their own facilities, according to a church 
spokesman. Raymond Hicks was serving as 
pastor.

Board votes offering goal
(Continued from page 1)

complete financing of construction which 
will begin this summer. The bonds will be 
paid off by income from dormitory receipts. 
It was emphasized that no campaign would 
be held in the churches for the project.

To provide a Baptist student center at 
Roane State Community College, the board 
authorized borrowing $26,000. Big Emory 
Association will provide an additional 
$13,000 toward the project.

Also, the Executive Board accepted for 
consideration a recommendation from its 
administrative committee which states, “In 
case of death, disability, or resignation of 
the executive secretary-treasurer, the ad
ministrative committee shall immediately 
recommend to the Executive Board an in
terim executive secretary-treasurer with 
full authority.”

Baptists seek aid 
for New Guinea

WASHINGTON—The Baptist World Al
liance is appealing to its 109 member bodies 
for $25,000 in relief assistance to 47,000 
homeless people in Irian Jaya, the western 
half of the island of New Guinea.

Reports say that hundreds of people have 
been killed through inter-tribal conflict, and 
that 47,000 persons have been made home
less by a “series of natural and man-made 
disasters” during the past 18 months.

The BWA telegraphed $5,000 immedi
ately to its Australian office and hopes to 
raise another $20,000 to provide at least 
three months supplemental food supplies and 
emergency rehabilitation. Australian Baptists 
already have sent $20,000 of relief aid.

John Ellenberger, chairman of the Chris
tian and Missionary Alliance and director of 
relief efforts in Irian Jaya, said that the 
relief efforts will major on “making the love 
of Christ known through the alleviating of 
physical suffering.”

“We will provide emergency food supple
ments to combat hunger and malnutrition,” 
he said. “We will replace tools which have 
been lost, with which the people can make 
gardens and pig fences, cut materials for 
new homes and re-establish their communi
ties.

“We will provide seed and livestock to re
establish food supply systems and we will 
attempt to introduce new foods and farming 
techniques with which the people can im
prove their nutrition and production levels. 
We will provide emergency medicines and 
vaccinations through the numerous small 
clinics which have been rehabilitated and 
put into operation.” (BP)

It was explained that the recommenda
tion grew out of a study made of the Execu
tive Board Bylaws and Organization Man
ual in 1977, which discovered that no spe
cific provision had been made should such 
a crisis arise.

This addition to the Bylaws will be 
placed on the agenda of the Sept. 19 board 
meeting. Any Bylaw change must be sub
mitted at least 30 days before being voted 
upon by the board.

In other action, the Executive Board es
tablished a policy regarding eligibility for 
TBC payments to the protection section of 
church employee retirement program with 
the Annuity Board. The state convention, 
through its Cooperative Program budget, 
provides $200 for each church employee 
covered.

Under the policy, payments will be made 
in behalf of church staff members “who 
have made a vocational ministerial commit
ment and whose church assumes financial 
responsibility for their participation in the 
retirement program.”

Another retirement-related matter was 
also approved by the Executive Board. In 
1972, the TBC passed a resolution that 
actual expense for housing up to one-third 
of the total retirement annuity received 
through the Annuity Board shall constitute 
a housing allowance paid as part of retired 
ordained minister’s compensation for past 
services. Last week’s board action would 
raise that amount to 40 percent and would 
also ask ratification by the 1978 TBC.

In action on some previously submitted 
changes to the board Bylaws, the members 
approved changes which would limit chair
persons and vice-chairpersons of board 
standing committees to two consecutive 
years of service in those positions, and 
would require the administrative committee 
to be composed of at least two but not more 
than three members of all other board 
standing committees. The board defeated 
a proposal which would have limited mem
bers to three consecutive years service on 
any standing committee.

On recommendation from its nominating 
committee the Executive Board named Paul 
Clark of Jackson as chairman of its pro
gram committee (replacing Jim Dusek who 
moved from the state and Fred Steelman of 
Chattanooga as vice-chairman of that com
mittee (replacing Jim Osborne of Savannah 
who resigned from the board).

The Executive Board authorized the 
presentation of a plaque of appreciation to 
Bob Bell, church editor of the Nashville 
Banner for 27 years, who is resigning to 
accept a public relations post.

The next scheduled meeting of the Execu
tive Board is Sept. 19 in Brentwood.
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Participants in new annuity programs 
total 3,816 during first quarter

DALLAS, Texas—A total of 3,816 parti
cipants was counted in the new Southern 
Baptist retirement program for ministerial 
personnel at the end of the first quarter this 
year, according to Darold H. Morgan, presi
dent of the Southern Baptist Convention 
Annuity Board.

The total included those who joined the 
program since its inauguration date Jan. 1, 
plus those who transferred into the plan 
from old Plan A in the first quarter this year 
and during 1977.

Members joining the plan’s retirement 
section for ministers numbered 572 in the 
first three months, said Morgan. During this 
period, 176 lay persons enrolled.

“These figures are particularly significant 
as we come to another Southern Baptist 
Convention,” Dr. Morgan said. “June marks 
the passing of a year since the Annuity 
Board announced ‘Route 10’ at the Kansas 
City convention.”

“Route 10” is a theme adopted by the

Arkansas asked to aid 
Indiana mission work

INDIANAPOLIS—Indiana Southern Bap
tists have asked Baptists from Arkansas to 
join them in a missions outreach in Indiana.

A resolution passed during the regular 
session of the Executive Board of the State 
Convention of Baptists in Indiana asked 
that 100-125 “choice pastors” from Arkan
sas ask their church to co-sponsor a mis
sion with a church in Indiana and that 
those pastors participate in an Indiana 
church during the statewide simultaneous 
revival effort April 1-8, 1979.

The Arkansas churches would pay their 
expenses during these visits and the churches 
would be invited to send mission groups, 
volunteers, their pastor, and lay people to 
help establish new work in Indiana.

An official reply is expected from Ar
kansas Baptists in August.

Indiana’s Executive Board also voted to 
buy a 15-passenger van to transport students 
from the Southern Baptist Theological Semi
nary in Louisville, Ky., to mission points 
in Indiana on weekends. Michigan Baptists 
have a similar program with two vans. (BP)

CHURCH FURNITURE
From Factory to Church 

RAINSVILLE CHURCH PEW
COMPANY

Route No. 1, Box 405
Rainsville, Ala. 35986 

Phone 205-638-2467 or 638-3882 
Also we upholster old pews.

Annuity Board to identify promotional ac
tivities publicizing the new retirement pro
gram.

Consisting of retirement and protection 
sections, the program is geared to meet the 
financial security needs of ministerial per
sonnel in SBC.

The plan’s retirement section builds an 
annuity value that provides benefits for a 
member in retirement or for a beneficiary, 
if the member dies. The retirement section 
is paid by the member’s church.

The state convention pays the protection 
section which offers disability and survivor 
benefits.

SBC missionary extends 
ministry from Athens

KAVALA, Greece—Southern Baptist mis
sionary Norman N. Burnes III follows in the 
apostle Paul’s missionary footsteps once a 
month when he comes to the ancient city of 
Kavala—except Burnes doesn’t walk. He 
flies.

Burnes is pastor of the English-language 
church in Athens, the city where Paul 
preached his Mars Hill sermon where he 
revealed the unknown God. The Athens 
congregation is made up of military and 
businessmen’s families. It was the wife of 
one of these men who first asked Burnes to 
make the trip from Athens to Kavala, near 
ancient Philippi.

Many are the families of men stationed 
with Voice of America near the Turkish 
border, and some hadn’t attended a worship 
service in years.

When plane connections are impossible, 
Burnes takes a bus to an airport in Thessa- 
lonica.

Paul’s first journeys were long and hard. 
Even today, Burnes has found that the trip 
requires days away from his family. Some
times it means not getting home until only 
a few hours before he must preach again, 
without benefit of a night’s sleep.

But the Burneses have decided that it’s 
worth it. Some of the people coming to the 
services in Kavala have never been to a 
Christian church. Some are the Buddhist 
wives of American servicemen.

For Shirley Smith, who made the initial 
request, Burnes’ visits are an answer to 
prayer.

She and her husband Frank, on the Voice 
of America staff, have maintained a Bible 
study and always try to find a Baptist 
church wherever they are assigned. When 
she came to Athens to live so their daughter 
could go to high school, Shirley found the 
Baptist church there where Burns is pastor 
and asked him to preach to Frank and the 
other families in Kavala. (BP)

On Matters of

Family Living
By Dr. B. David Edens

Director, Marriage and Family Program 
Stephens College—Columbia, Missouri 65201

Unattractive kid needs 
more of your time

Undeniably, some children are unat
tractive. They know it because adults show 
it, and they become ever more unattractive 
as a result. The failure of teachers and 
parents to master their negative reactions to 
an unappealing youngster is one of the things 
nobody likes to talk about because it makes 
us feel guilty.

The point is that we know the young child 
can do almost nothing to change his situa
tion, says Dr. Lillian Katz, University of 
Illinois specialist in early childhood educa
tion. Only adults can. The child is helplessly 
caught in a downward spiral, and rescue can 
only come from grownups who will work at 
caring.

It’s, easier for the professional to get a 
grip on himself or herself and resolve to 
turn the unattractive child’s situation around, • 
than it is for parents who can’t believe they 
have these unliking, unloving responses to 
their child, notes Katz in PRESCHOOLS: 
PROBLEMS AND PROSPECTS (ERIC/ 
ECE).

“You do not have to love all children to 
be a good teacher. But, you do have to re
spect them all. The professional teacher ap
plies all the skills, understanding, and in
sight she has equally to every child—like the 
child or not.”

Once the child’s plight is acknowledged, 
the teacher has an armory of techniques to 
draw from. Instead of avoiding the unat
tractive youngster, the teacher sets out to 
know him better, find his special qualities, 
let him know she’s discovering how interest
ing. kind, funny, and special he is. As the 
child senses the change in her reactions, he 
or she becomes more attractive, gets still 
more attention from the teacher, and grows 
more attractive. The upward spiral has 
begun.

Parents, on the other hand, may have 
trouble admitting that they find their child 
unappealing and tend to blame him for this 
uncomfortable state of affairs. They may 
need to talk the problem over with the 
teacher or someone else outside the family, 
before they are ready to take the responsi
bility for initiating changes in the relation
ship that will eventually bring forth changes 
in the child, their feelings toward him, and 
his feelings about himself.

brings you news first 
BAPTIST AND REFLECTOR
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Two Baptist churches 
damaged in Georgia

ACWORTH, Ga. — Two more Baptist 
churches burned in Georgia in April, bring
ing to 10 the total number of churches 
burned since last July 4.

Free Baptist Church in Cobb County 
burned to the ground. Another church, New 
Hope Baptist in Acworth, part of the Noon
day Southern Baptist Association, escaped 
with damage to the basement, which had 
been newly decorated.

Firemen from Bartow and Cobb coun
ties speculated that the two fires, reported 
within an hour and just a few miles of each 
other, were set by arsonists.

Last July three rural Baptist churches, one 
of which was Southern Baptist, burned in 
White and Hall counties. Another Baptist 
church near Woodstock, Ga., burned in 
August.

Obscene words had been scrawled on three 
of those churches.

Four small eastern Georgia churches with 
black congregations were destroyed by fire 
in December. Three white youths were 
charged with arson in those blazes.

Georgia Baptists recently helped rebuild 
the black churches in a cooperative effort 
culminating on Easter Sunday with steeple- 
raising at the Mulberry Baptist Church in 
Washington.

New Hope pastor Stanley Wilkins said 
services for the 250-member white congre
gation would continue. Sunday worship 
services on the morning after the fire were 
held outside, with the congregation asking 
God’s forgiveness to those responsible for 
the fires. (BP)

Managing editor named 
for Missouri paper

JEFFERSON CITY, Mo.—Michael D. 
Chute, director of college relations at South
west Baptist College, Bolivar, Mo., has been 
hired as managing editor of “Word and 
Way,” the Missouri Baptist newspaper, effec
tive June 5, according to Bob Terry, editor.

Chute was a public information specialist 
four years in the public relations office at 
the Southern Baptist Sunday School Board 
before he went to Southwest Baptist College 
where he has been responsible for the news 
bureau, all college publications, photography 
services, community and media relations and 
director of alumni services. He also taught 
basic journalism courses.

A native of Waynesville, Mo., Chute 
earned the bachelor of arts degree in jour
nalism from Oklahoma Baptist University, 
Shawnee. He is completing work on the 
master of arts degree in communications at 
Southwest Missouri State University, Spring
field. His wife, the former Kathy Benge, 
worked as an editorial assistant for Baptist 
Press when the couple lived in Nashville. 
(BP)

Decisions in Uruguay crusades 
to double church memberships

MONTEVIDEO, Uruguay—More than 
5,500 persons made decisions for Christ in 
a series of evangelistic rallies in Uruguay, 
which may result in doubling the size of 
some churches if follow-up efforts succeed.

The central crusade, conducted by evan
gelist Luis Palau, resulted in 2,786 deci
sions over nine nights at Palacio Penarol 
in Montevideo. Another 2,800 made deci
sions in earlier “satellite” crusades in five 
interior cities.

SBTS names graduate director
LOUISVILLE, Ky.—Joseph A. Callaway, 

professor of Old Testament archaeology at 
Southern Baptist Theological Seminary, has 
been named director of the school’s graduate 
studies program. He replaces Page Kelley 
who has chosen to give up administrative 
responsibilities and return to full-time teach
ing. Kelley is a professor of Old Testament 
interpretation. (BP)

HISTORICALLY
FROM THE FILES

50 YEARS AGO
Chester B. Pillow of Union Univer

sity, Jackson, accepted the call of the 
church at Huntingdon, and he was to 
preach there two Sundays a month.

According to an article in Baptist 
and Reflector, Kate Dickens Perugini, 
daughter of the famous English novel
ist, Charles Dickens, was still living in 
Chelsea, England. She was described 
as a sweet-faced, gray-haired, old lady 
who still bore traces of the beauty 
which Vai Prinsep and other artist 
friends once portrayed on canvass. She 
was 88.

25 YEARS AGO
The moderator, presiding at the 

Southern Baptist Convention in Hous
ton, Tex., requested a messenger at 
the mike on the convention floor to 
give his name and spell it out. A reply 
from the voice at the mike, “My name 
in WINN. After you hear me, you may 
think it’s WIND.”

10 YEARS AGO
Philippi Church, Bradley Associa

tion, broke ground for a new sanc
tuary. John M. Wenger was pastor.

First Church, Clarksville, broke 
ground for its religious activities 
building. It was expected to cost 
$485,000. John Laida was pastor.

Throughout the months of campaign 
preparation, Palau’s team members stressed 
conservation of the results. Most churches 
visited the persons making decisions within 
48 hours. Many planned a “Welcome Sun
day,” the Sunday following the close of the 
crusade with a five-night orientation set 
after that.

Some churches may double in size if 
they are successful in adding the new be
lievers to their membership. The 14-year- 
old Bethesda Baptist Church, currently 
with 82 members, received 85 names. His
toric First Baptist Church, founded by 
Southern Baptist Missionary J. C. Quarles 
in 1911, with a current membership of 
about 165, received 150 names.

“I’ve been encouraged by the visits I’ve 
made so far,” reports Southern Baptist Mis
sionary James W. Bartley Jr., pastor of 
Bethesda Church. Bartley also trained 
counselors who guided those making deci
sions each night.

Intensive use of television and radio in 
the weeks before the Palacio Penarol meet
ing helped make Palau known, paving the 
way for acceptance of invitations to hear 
him in person. “The crusade enhanced the 
evangelical image and opened doors for 
future media use,” said Jose M. Varela, 
campaign publicity director and director of 
the Baptist Communications Center, head
quarters for Baptist work in Uruguay.

Besides nightly messages at Palacio 
Penarol, Palau had a half-hour phone-in 
television program. Consultation centers 
were set up in three areas of the city, in
cluding the Baptist Communications Cen
ter. A network of 31 radio stations carried 
the crusade live in all of Uruguay and 
Argentina and parts of Paraguay and 
Brazil.

More than 8,500 jammed Palacio Penarol 
the last night, reportedly the largest evan
gelistic gathering ever assembled in Uru
guay. One satellite city, Paysandu, also 
reported the largest gathering of persons 
for any religious function ever held there. 
(BP)

Southeastern adds Dorman 
to field ministry post

WAKE FOREST, N.C.—Charles T. 
Dorman of Fuquay-Varina, N.C., has been 
named director of student-field ministries at 
Southeastern Baptist Theological Seminary, 
effective July 1.

Dorman, pastor of the First Baptist 
Church of Fuquay-Varina, and a native of 
Cowpens, S.C., will fill the administrative 
position following retirement of Garland A. 
Hendricks on July 31 after more than 25 
years of service at Southeastern. (BP)
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EDITORIALS

TBSC takes a needed, meaningful step
Tennessee Baptists took a meaningful step last week toward 

meeting the needs of citizens with the approval by the Executive 
Board of an agreement which will begin our nursing home 
ministry.

The action—which was unanimous—authorized the Ten
nessee Baptist Service Corporation to operate and become part 
owner of the “Baptist Health Care Center” near Lenoir City.

This is historic in several ways.
It is the first nursing home ministry to be operated by the 

Tennessee Baptist Convention. The possibility and need for 
such a ministry has been considered—and no doubt this is 
what many Tennessee Baptists saw as the primary task of the 
TBSC. Now, we are entering this needed ministry.

It increases the scope of involvement by the service cor
poration. TBSC will manage Deer Lake in Nashville, which is a 
development where senior citizens purchase their own duplex 
apartments. Belmont Plaza in Nashville will be a high-rise 
senior citizens’ residence which will be TBSC owned and 
operated. Now the service corporation is entering, yet, another 
type of ministry.

It will spread the ministry of the TBSC into other parts of the 
state. Everyone understands that this TBC agency is to serve the 
whole state, but circumstances have limited the first facilities to 
the Nashville area. Other projects are under study and will 
develop as the service corporation can expand its ministries.

It is a ministry that the TBSC can enter without a huge

As the Reds Close In on Africa

capital outlay. As with any new organization, the service 
corporation has spent much of its young life trying to find out 
how it can serve Tennessee Baptists without investing huge 
sums of money in facilities. The Baptist Health Care Center 
will be operated by the TBSC, but will not require any capital 
investment, because of the arrangements worked out by two 
real estate executives.

All Tennessee Baptists rejoice with the TBSC in this sig
nificant step in their service for our convention and our Lord.

Unnecessary campaign
By C. R. Daley, editor 

“Western Recorder,” Middletown, Ky.
It’s difficult to oppose Anita Bryant, and it is unthinkable to 

oppose Bible reading and prayer, but Miss Bryant’s latest crusade 
for Bible reading and prayer in public schools is completely out of 
place. No doubt her motives are sincere, but what she advocates 
is unnecessary and inappropriate and, therefore, does not deserve 
the support she is seeking.

Miss Bryant is appealing for prayer and for financial contri
butions to help her in a campaign to restore Bible reading and 
prayer in public schools. She says, “If one woman can take prayer 
out of the schools, one woman can put it back again,” and so she 
is appealing for contributions from $10 to $50 to undergird her 
crusade. She also is enlisting members for a National Prayer Chain 
and is sending a personally autographed prayer chain membership 
card to those responding.

Apparently, Miss Bryant has become quite heady after her suc
cessful campaign in Miami to bar homosexuals from teaching in 
public schools. Many of us supported her in that crusade but must 
abandon her in this one.

Miss Bryant fails to understand or has been grossly misinformed 
about Bible reading and prayer in public schools. She uses false 
conclusions in her appeal for support. She starts her appeal with 
this question, “What do you say when your child comes home from 
school and asks, ‘Why is it against the law to pray?’ ” The answer 
is obvious. You simply say it is not against the law to pray. You 
explain that it is unconstitutional for public officials including 
school teachers to sponsor worship in public schools, but one can 
pray anywhere and anytime he or she chooses to do so.

But this is not the answer Miss Bryant wants. She, like millions 
of others, has misunderstood the Supreme Court decision. It does 
not ban prayer and Bible reading in schools by individuals. It does 
prohibit prescribed prayer and Bible reading on the basis that the 
Constitution forbids the state from sponsoring religion of any kind.

Miss Bryant announces the dreadful news, “God has been 
banned from our children.” How naive can she be? God is not 
banned from anyone except one who chooses to shut Him out. And 
no power on earth can stop a child in school from praying to God 
before school, during school, or after school.

Miss Bryant wants help in putting voluntary prayer back in the 
schools. She needs no such help, because voluntary prayer has never 
been banned from schools. What she wants is officially sponsored 
religious services in public schools with pupils participating on a 
voluntary basis. The voluntary participation poses no problem, but 
the official sponsoring or endorsing is unconstitutional.

Baptists, of all people, should appreciate this safeguard of sepa
ration of church and state and by no means should encourage Miss 
Bryant in her misguided efforts.
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Cicero’s 

comment

By the editor
After 18 months as your editor and the 

proprietor over the “letters to the editor” 
feature on this page, it seems like a good 
time to share some observations on Baptist 
and Reflector letter writers.

The mechanical requirements are printed 
at the top of this page every week—and 
these are the only things which will dis
qualify any letter.

The greatest violation of these require
ments comes in disregarding of the 300- 
word limit—and all words (regardless of 
the number of letters in a word) are counted 
—even “a” and “the.” (Yes, I’m a legalist.)

Some letters contain statements like, “I 
know it’s longer than 300 words, but this 
is important.” I assume all letters are about 
important matters, or the writer wouldn’t 
have taken the time to write.

Then there is the threat, “I demand that 
you print my letter.” This is really un
necessary.

Others use the phrase, “I know you won’t 
print this”—which really means, I suppose, 
“If I were editor, I wouldn’t print a letter 
that disagrees with me.”

Another meaningless phrase is, “This is 
the first time I have written.” I do not have 
a limit on the number of letters I print 
from any writer. There have been seven 
from one writer.

However, if I do receive several letters 
from one writer, I often will hold some of 
these to allow other writers to appear first— 
but all will be printed at a later time.

Some admonish, “Do not change or de
lete a word of my letter.” I never do, except 
for grammatical and style corrections, such 
as capitalization, punctuation, etc.

I do reserve my right to remove per
sonal references to the character, heritage, 
or ancestry of other persons.

I am amused at some who ask, “Why did 
you print that letter.” I believe it is not 
my place to decide what letters to print. 
All Tennessee Baptists have a right to have 
their written opinions published in the 
Baptist and Reflector.

There have been very few anonymous 
letters. These are never taken seriously, 
since the letter writer obviously did not 
take his opinion seriously enough to claim 
it.

Many of our readers tell me they enjoy 
the letters—and I do, too!

Yettem to • - •
Letters on any religion-related subject are welcomed. Letters of over 300 words 
will not be used. Other letters may be shortened at the discretion of the editor. 
No unsigned letters will be printed, but writer’s name will be withheld for 
sufficient reason. Letters must contain complete address.

Choosing abortion
Dear editor:

Thank you for your comment to R. S. 
Dubiel’s letter (May 4) against the ordina
tion of women as ministers. Your reference 
to Gal. 3:26 is one of the most encouraging 
and intelligent quotes I have seen on this 
subject, or any subject concerning women 
as Christians. After all, this is the very basis 
of our religion as Baptists and Christians. 
We are all “one in Christ.”

I would like also to comment on the cur
rent opinion of most Baptists on abortion. 
Whether or not abortion in this country is 
legal, abortions will occur. Is it not better 
for a human being to seek medical help 
rather than consult a butcher with a coat 
hanger?

In Memphis there is at least one hospital 
with a “Criminal Abortion Ward” where 
many victims lie suffering hideously or 
dying from illegal abortions. Which is more 
criminal—this suffering which will only in
crease many times over with an anti
abortion amendment—or the right of a 
human being to make a choice?

Choice is the operative word here. No 
one wants to see a fetal life ended. But I 
feel the mothers’ lives must also be given 
equal value. It is a woman’s right to have 
a choice in this matter. And as Baptists, we 
need to recognize this threat made by other 
political pressure groups against our pre
cious separation of church and state! Abor
tion is tragic, but we cannot stop it. We 
can and must keep it legal, and thereby 
non-criminal!

Christofer A. August 
3655 Southern 
Memphis, TN 38111

Be careful with your argument based on 
“choice.” We should not abolish laws 
against murder, drug abuse, gambling, 
stealing, etc., just because some individuals 
“choose” to commit these offenses, (editor)

Don't fan the fire
Dear editor:

In reply to the articles about the 
“Moonies” movement, it comes to my mind 
the advice of Gamalel (Acts 5:38) con
cerning the early church, “If this counsel 
or this work be of men, it will come to 
naught.”

The “Moonies” are certainly the work 
of men prompted by the devil. I think we 

should watch and pray and counsel the 
young people instead of talking so much 
about the Moon movement. The more you 
fan a fire, the more you spread it.

At the same time we should pray for 
those misled young people, and tell the 
youth the truth about Jesus. He keeps His 
promises to us, but the devil’s promises 
only lead to sin, dispair, unhappiness, and 
death—both spiritual and physical.

Mrs. Cleo Loveday
Route 1
Sevierville, TN 37862

Biased editing
Dear editor:

After reading reports in neighboring state 
Baptist papers, even the California edition, 
concerning the Christian Life Commission’s 
recent seminar in Nashville, I must voice 
considerable surprise that you chose to so 
edit the releases to omit any reference to 
the message of the president of the Foreign 
Mission Board.

A comparison of remarks from various 
speakers, as reported in other papers and 
in Baptist and Reflector shows me clear 
evidence of biased editing in favor of the 
president of the United States, rather than 
reporting the statements made by William 
Self and leaving judgments to your readers.

Any comments?
Lewie H. Miller Jr.
Box 287
Gatlinburg, TN 37738

The seminar had 18 speeches. Since I 
heard only five of these, I depended on Bap
tist Press for their usual able coverage. Their 
news release was extremely long and did 
include one quotation from William Self 
near the end. Frankly, we ran out of space.

Here is the only sentence about Self that 
was deleted, “Self pointed out the problem 
in reconciling spiritual power and political 
power and said the conflict has resulted in 
ineffective leadership by President Jimmy 
Carter.” The readers may now make their 
judgments, (editor).

PLAN NOW!!! for . . .
Church Construction
CHRISTIAN BUILDERS, INC. Write for
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Devotional
2fn terpretaiion

Was Jesus an. extreme pacifist?
Herschel H. HobbsBy

“Then said Jesus unto him, Put up again 
thy sword into his place; for all they that 
take the sword shall perish with the 
sword.”—Matthew 26:52

On the basis of this verse many regard 
Jesus as an extreme pacifist. But what does 
the record show? Where did Peter get this 
sword and for what purpose? And what did 
the other disciples mean by “Lord, shall we 
smite with the sword?” (Luke 22:49) To 
answer these questions, we must look at 
Luke 22:36-38.

In the upper room Jesus said that if His 
disciples had any money, or if they had 
none, they were immediately to sell their 
outer garments and buy a sword. This is the 
sense of the Greek text. The fact that “sell” 
and “buy” are aorist imperatives makes 
these a command to do so at once. Then 
Jesus added that the Scripture must be 
fulfilled that He “was reckoned [put on the 
list] among the transgressors: for the things 
concerning Me have an end” (Luke 22:37). 
When the disciples said, “Lord, behold, here 
are two swords” He said, “It is enough” 
(v. 38).

Various suggestions have been made as to 
the meaning of Jesus’ words: such as that 
the disciples were to carry a sword for 
protection on their missionary journeys. 
There is no evidence that this was done.

Putting aside preconceived ideas, what 
does the Bible say? Jesus was not about to 
storm the Roman garrison in the Tower of 
Antonia. He did not propose to establish 
His kingdom by the sword. But He was

Choir Robes for Sale
20 green choir robes with collars. These robes have 
been dry cleaned and are ready for use.
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Phone 615-455-0645 or 615-455-0083

about to leave the upper room to go for His 
prayer-tryst with the Father in Gethsemane. 
He knew that enemies were bent upon His 
destruction. But He did not propose to die 
in a street brawl. His “hour” had not yet 
come. His destiny was to die on a cross. His 
name would be put on the list of those to 
be crucified the next day. This is the sense 
of Luke 22:37. It seems, therefore, that the 
swords were to be used to guard Jesus until 
He was ready to be taken.

Now what happened to these two swords? 
We know that Peter had one: The question 
about smiting with the sword (Luke 22:49) 
evidently came from the eight disciples left 
near the entrance to the garden (Mark 
14:32-33). So evidently they had the other 
sword. “Watch” in Matthew 26:38 means to 
stand guard as at a sentry post. So the 
question about using the sword suggests that 
the disciples thought to guard Jesus. He had 
established an outer and inner guard post.

Peter did not wait for an answer. He 
pulled his sword and attacked. It was then 
that Jesus told him to put up his sword. He 
was now ready to be taken (Matt. 26:53). 
His zealous disciple would simply get him
self killed for no good reason.

What conclusion may we draw from this? 
Certainly, Jesus abhorred war of any kind. 
But from this we may deduce that He did 
approve of defensive warfare where the 
highest spiritual values were endangered. 
He is not to be numbered with the “better 
Red than Dead” crowd. In fact, He died to 
conquer evil. v

It is illogical to see Him counseling 
righteous people to turn the world over to 
evil forces, criminals, if you please. To 
follow extreme pacifism to its end would 
mean to do away with all defensive military 
and police forces which curb the avarice of 
wicked people. It would be to stand aside 
while a criminal raped your wife and mur
dered your children. Such does not fit into 
the overall teachings of Jesus or of the 
Bible (see Romans 13:1-6).

We should not interpret Scripture out of 
context. Jesus’ words to Peter must be seen 
in the light of the total picture of the sword 
as noted above.
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.How alive are we?
By Lee Morris

Without our awareness, merit, or effort 
we received the sheer grace-gift of life. Our 
most natural response to God, therefore, is 
a sense of heirship, 
deep gratitude, and 
celebrative steward
ship of our aliveness 
—the joy of a child 
playing at the feet of 
his smiling father, the 
servanthood of a sci
entist experimenting 
relentlessly for the 
cure of cancer.

Yet, how much of 
our aliveness do we Morris 
never unleash, fritter 
away in trivia, imprison in habit, waste for 
lack of setting priorities, limit by monologue.

Studies in gerontology show that the more 
new and cherished experiences we have, the 
longer we shall live. Psychological tests re
veal that in many of us the right side of our 
brains is underdeveloped—the right side 
prompts our imagination, creative thinking, 
delight in life, ESP, poetry, worship, etc. 
Many must pay high fees to learn how to 
meditate, to exercise properly, to read fast, 
to diet healthily, to gain mind control, to 
dialogue, to clarify values.

How alive are we?
Some questions to test our aliveness: (1) 

Have I wept over something hurtful to 
myself / others in the last year? (2) Has my 
heart beat warmer recently as I beheld 
beauty (e.g. a child, flower, sunset, paint
ing)? (3) Do I listen to others or just watch 
them talk till my turn comes? (4) Do I know 
a sufferer for whom I would substitute my
self? (5) Have I accepted a strong challenge 
this past year (e.g. reading a hard book, 
befriending an enemy, quiting a bad habit)? 
(6) Have I worshipped enough to sense God’s 
acceptance, then searched for increased un
derstanding, and then yearned to share as I 
received? (7) Can I enjoy nostalgia and at 
least equally enjoy anticipation? (8) Have 
I thanked persons who helped me, without 
resenting being helped? (9) Have I made at 
least one new.friend this past year? (10) Have 
I laughed a few times this past year till my 
sides hurt? (11) Have I helped a needy per
son anonymously with no status or merit? 
(12) Have I appreciated regular times of 
solitude as well as reflective dialogue with 
trusted friends? (13) Have I gotten con
cerned enough to act responsibly to change 
a blatant wrong/error/sin this past year? 
(14) Have I worked/exercised occasionally 
till my muscles ached? (15) Have I accepted 
aging and that I shall die?

Thank you, dear Lord, and your beloved 
followers—for being the best part of our 
answers. Amen.

Morris is pastor of Robertsville Baptist Church, 
Oak Ridge.
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By Jim Griffith
The University of Nebraska Medical Center at Omaha is advertising for 30 volunteers to 

participate in a research project designed to cure sleepwalking.
Most clergymen would admit that they don’t know much about the technicalities of 

scientific research related to sleepwalking, but many preachers, by way of their sermons, 
have done their bit to cure insomnia.

Of course, in all fairness, it should be pointed out that some of the church sleepers do 
not even wait for the sermon to begin. As soon as the collection plates are passed, they pass 
out.

Needless to say, in most churches there are more sleepsitters than sleepwalkers.
But there was one notable exception. After the sermon, the preacher rushed to the door 

to speak to a woman.
“I do hope your husband is not ill,” he said, “I noticed that he got up and walked out 

in the middle of the sermon.”
. “Oh, pastor,” she said, “don’t worry about that—my husband has been walking in his 

sleep for years.”

Bible Puzzle
Answers on page 14
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42 43 44 45
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51 52 53 54
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ACROSS

1 “the third —” 
(Num. 2)

5 Shoe or dance
8 At that time

12 Judge of Israel 
(Judg.12:11)

13 Building adjunct
14 Actor’s part
15 Chills and fever
16 Some soldiers: 

abbr.
17 Builder of Hebron 

(Josh. 21:11)
18 Israel (Hos. 10:1;

3 words)
21 It fell on Matthias 

(Acts 1:26)
22 Calendar abbr.
23 Canvas bed
26 Tongue (Psa. 45:1)

28 “work------” 
(Matt. 21:28)

32 Incite
34 Decay
36 Wander
37 Head ornament
39 “Do not —”

(Jas. 1)
41 Number of days 

(Acts 25:6)
42 Bezaleel’s father 

(Ex. 31:2)
44 Man (Ezra 10:34)
46 Christ (John 15:1;

3 words)
51 Grisly
52 School subject: abbr.
53 Anglo-Saxon tax
55 Player’s turn
56 Philippine tree
57 Word before 

net or pin

CRYPTOVERSE

HCM 01 MRCBCZKBC WKPC QKHYHD

MRC MRBKVC KZ JBLWC

Today’s Cryptoverse clue: W equals C

58 Garden’s location 
(Gen. 2:8)

59 Grain husk: Brit.
60 Plate

DOWN

1 The tumeric
2 Plant
3 Speech part
4 before the Lord” 

(Psa. 95)
5 He came to Jesus 

(Matt. 4:3)
6 Lighted
7 Dramas
8 Judas Iscariot 

(Luke 6:16)
9 “ — of salvation” 

(Luke 1)
10 European river
11 Teachers’ 

organization: abbr.
19 Household 

implement
20 Large cistern
23 Siamese, for one
24 Kimona sash
25 Beverage
27 “days of —” 

(Matt. 24:37)
29 Polka —
30 Hail or farewell
31 Strong desire
33 “we are------” 

(Gen. 42)
35 “the only------” 

(John 17)
38 Craft
40 N.T. book: abbr.
43 Enoch’s son

(Gen. 4:18; poss.)
45 of the world” 

(Matt. 5)
46 Stepped
47 Bee’s home
48 River (Dan. 8:2)
49 Close
50 Lamb
51 Gilt marbled edges: 

abbr.
54 Anhydrous

O V M K

NBC to face trial 
for TV program

By Stan Hastey
WASHINGTON—The Supreme Court 

has announced that the National Broad
casting Company must stand trial on charges 
it was “negligent” and “reckless” in tele
vising a film which included a violent rape 
scene.

Four days after NBC ran the television 
drama Bom Innocent in 1974, 8-year-old 
Olivia Niemi was raped by four other girls 
using a soft drink bottle to simulate inter
course in a California home for juveniles. 
Legal guardians for the girl sued NBC for 
$l-million in compensatory and $10-million 
in punitive damages.

The California Court of Appeal ruled last 
October that NBC may be tried on the 
charges of negligence and recklessness in 
spite of the First Amendment’s guarantee 
of freedom of speech and press. The net
work argued unsuccessfully in written briefs 
to both the California Supreme Court and 
the U.S. Supreme Court that it should not 
be forced to stand trial.

In its appeal to the nation’s high court, 
NBC argued that the networks cannot be 
held legally responsible for crimes com
mitted by persons who have seen violent 
crimes enacted on television.

Attorneys for the girl accused NBC offi
cials of “a breach of their legal duty to the 
public in using the public airwaves” and said 
the network was guilty of “willfulness and 
negligence.” They also maintained that films 
and television “are not entitled to the same 
constitutional protections afforded news
papers or other written publications.”

Because of the sweeping implications 
eventual disposition of the case may have, 
it has drawn the interest of numerous groups 
related to the television industry. Organiza
tions filing friend-of-the-court briefs on be
half of the NBC appeal were the Writers 
Guild of America, West; the Directors Guild 
of America; the Motion Picture Association 
of America; and the American Library Asso
ciation. Filing on behalf of the girl was the 
California Medical Association.

Because of the high court’s refusal to hear 
arguments in the case, it will now go to trial 
in San Francisco, although no date has yet 
been set. (BP)

Drexel
Church Furnishings

Pews, Pulpit and Chancel Furniture

Phone 704/322-8380
Dept. J. P.O. Drawer 2187 

Hickory, North Carolina 28601
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Graham preaches to 900 inmates 
during crusade in Memphis

MEMPHIS — Evangelist Billy Graham 
preached the message of God’s love to more 
than 900 inmates from county, state, and 
federal prisons at the same time in his 
Memphis crusade.

Inmates at the Shelby County Penal Farm 
and from the state corrections center 
marched by cell block groups to the nearby 
federal institution to hear the famed Baptist 
evangelist. The inmates also heard Tennes
see Gov. Ray Blanton and met Charles Col
son, director of Prison Fellowship and for
mer White House aide who spent seven 
months in federal prison on Watergate re
lated charges.

Under the shade of the huge oak tree at 
the federal prison yard, Graham preached a 
straight forward message of God’s love. 
“No matter what you have done to be here 
God loves you and I love you—everyone 
of you,” he said.

Following Graham’s evangelistic message 
based on John 3:16, an estimated 120 
prisoners stood, indicating that they were 
making a commitment to Jesus Christ. 
Graham urged those making decisions to 
personally contact the chaplain in their 
prison to talk about their decisions, and gave 
each person Bible study material and a copy 
of the Gospel of John.

Southern Baptist chaplains serve in each 
of the three prisons: Bill Beshears at the 
federal: Bill Bledsoe and Mike Duvall at the 
state; and Jimmy Whitlock at the county 
penal farm.

Most of the 900 inmates who attended

CHURCH FURNITURE (PEWS)
Attn: adv. R. G. Ketron 615-577-8716 

3401 Montlake Dr.
Knoxville, Tennessee 37920 

□ Send me, free church furn. BROCHURE
Church -----------------------------------------------------

Name------------- .---- .--------- .---------------------------
Address ------------------ -------------------------------- _
City------------- ------------------------- -—--------------
State--------------------------------Zip -----------------

THE HANNINGS LANE 
CHRISTIAN DORMITORY

A ministry of the Broadway Baptist 
Church of Martin, TN
A dormitory for University of Tennes
see at Martin students who want to 
live in a Christian environment. Open 
this summer.

For information write or call 
Jim Rich

21 5 Cleveland St., Martin, TN 38237 
Phone 901-587-3596 

the Graham service at the federal prison 
were not allowed to attend the Graham cru
sade at the Liberty Bowl that, night. Even to 
leave the state prison and county prison 
farm to march in tight security groups to 
the federal prison was considered highly 
unusual. Although guards were everywhere, 
there were no firearms visible as they’re not 
allowed inside the federal prison.

Prisoners sat on wooden boards placed 
over bricks during the service that had been 
postponed three times because of rain. 
Graham had declared he would stay in 
Memphis even after the crusade ended, if 
necessary, to preach to the inmates.

Before they left their own prisons and as 
they arrived at the federal prison the inmates 
were frisked. Armed guards marched beside 
the inmates as they walked from the state 
and county prison to the service.

For many it was the first time they had 
been able to leave their prison since they had 
entered. For some, when they returned, 
they rejoiced in a new sense of freedom— 
freedom in Christ. (BP)

Alabama native to fill pulpit 
for First Church, Adamsville

First Church, Adamsville, called Gary 
Ray Kendrick of Birmingham, Ala., as its 
pastor. He came on the new field May 7.

A native of Birmingham, he is a graduate 
of Samford University in that city, and of 
New' Orleans Baptist^ Theological Seminary. 
He has served churches in Georgia and 
Alabama.

He led the Cahaba Heights Church in 
Birmingham for the past five years.

OVERFLOW—At Memphis’ Liberty Bowl, Evangelist Billy Graham speaks to 15,000 
people who could not get into the opening night service of last week’s crusade. Threats of 
thunderstorms had moved the main service into nearby Mid-South Coliseum.

Two at Carson-Newman 
set August retirement

Two faculty members at Carson-Newman 
College, Jefferson City, with combined ten
ures of 35 years of service, have announced 
plans to retire this year, according to col
lege president Cordell Maddox.

Ray F. Koonce, associate professor of 
psychology and director of guidance since 
1956, and Edward W. Glover, director of 
special services, are scheduled to retire 
August 31.

Koonce was director of the Baptist Stu
dent Union work in Florida before joining 
the staff at C-N. Glover, a native of Bluff 
City. Tenn., joined the C-N staff in 1966. 
While at the school, he has served as a 
member of the honorary degrees committee, 
development committee, director of alumni 
affairs and is presently director of special 
services.

Music conferences planned 
at Ridgecrest, Glori eta

NASHVILLE—Special music presenta
tions and conferences on new copyright 
law's and congregational service planning 
will highlight Church Music Leadership 
Conferences this summer at Glorieta (N.M.) 
and Ridgecrest (N.C.) Baptist Conference 
Centers.

The Ridgecrest w'eek is scheduled June 
17-23 and Glorieta July 1-7. William J. 
Reynolds, secretary of the church music 
department of the Southern Baptist Sunday 
School Board, will serve as director of the 
conferences.

Lawyers will be present to interpret new 
copyright laws which went into effect Jan. 
1. The new' laws will be discussed as they 
pertain to performance rights and duplica
tion of music. (BSSB)
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Religious groups said not exempt 
from new age 70 retirement law

By Stan Hastey
WASHINGTON—Churches, conventions 

and associations of churches, and church 
agencies and institutions which employ 20 
or more persons are not exempted from a 
recently signed federal law extending the 
age for mandatory retirement from 65 to 70.

The only exceptions to application of the 
law signed by President Jimmy Carter on 
April 6 involve tenured professors at colleges 
and universities and a relative handful of 
certain executives and policymakers within 
organizations.

Colleges may continue to retire tenured 
professors at age 65 until July 1, 1982, at 
which time they, too, come under the pro
tective coverage of the new law.

“Bona fide” executives and policymakers 
who may continue to be retired at 65 include 
only those whose annuity income from the 
company or organization retiring them ex
ceeds $27,000 yearly. This figure does not 
include Social Security benefits or retirement 
benefits earned during previous periods of 
employment. The new law sets no date for 
bringing this provision to an end.

According to congressional staff members 
in both the House and Senate, churches and 
church groups are not exempted from the 
provisions of the law, just as they were not 
exempted from the previous ban against 
forced retirement before age 65.

Nevertheless, no organization which em
ploys fewer than 20 persons is subject to 
coverage.

What this means in Baptist life is that the 
vast majority of local congregations may 
continue to set their own retirement policies. 
Those congregations with large staffs of 
more than 20, however, will be required to 
comply.

Similarly, state Baptist conventions and 
Southern Baptist Convention agencies and 
institutions will be required to extend their 
mandatory retirement policies to age 70 if 
they employ more than 20 persons.

The new law takes effect, Jan. 1, 1979, 
for non-federal employees. Federal em
ployees will be covered as of Sept. 30, 1978.

In an interview with Baptist Press, a staff 
member of the Senate Subcommittee on 
Labor who worked on the legislation said 
that in any questionable cases of application 
of the law, he expects the courts to rule 
that virtually everyone is covered.

Asked about the self-employed status of 
local pastors, he predicted that in churches 
whose staffs exceed 20, pastors will be 
protected from forced retirement before age 
70.

At the agency and institutional level of 
Southern Baptist life, the implications of the 
new law are clear. Simply stated, after 
Jan. 1, 1979, no employee can be forced to 
retire before age 70 if the agency or insti
tution employs more than 20 persons.

Congressional leaders who pushed 
through the legislation have promised that 
their next step will be to seek elimination of 
any age limit for mandatory retirement. (BP)

Americans United to honor
Louie Newton with award

WASHINGTON — Louie D. Newton, 
prominent Southern Baptist advocate of 
church-state separation and religious liberty, 
will be honored at a special Americans 
United for Separation of Church and State 
awards banquet June 14 in Atlanta.

Americans United will present its Reli
gious Liberty Award to Newton, a founder 
and past president of the organization.

Andrew Leigh Gunn, Americans United’s 
executive director, will deliver the keynote 
address, and Jack U. Harwell, editor of 
Georgia’s official Baptist weekly, The Chris
tian Index, will present the award to Newton.

AN ACT OF LOVE

“An Act of Love” is about ordinary 
people with extraordinary commitment. 
Through the eyes of volunteers the film 
describes Mission Service Corps (MSC), 
the plan to put 5,000 volunteers on 
home and foreign mission fields.

Home Mission Boarjd leader William 
Tanner, President Jimmy Carter, and 
SBC President Jimmy Allen present the 
challenge of MSC.

An act of love...going or giving so 
others can go...can be your response.

Missouri bingo proposal, 
parochial aid defeated

JEFFERSON CITY, Mo.—Missouri legis
lators defeated parochial aid and Bingo 
gambling proposals that earlier looked as if 
they had some life when the 1978 legislative 
session closed.

A parochial aid bill that would have pro
vided a $500 state tax deduction for tui
tion paid to parochial and private schools 
had earlier cleared the state Senate 18-16.

Another parochial aid bill that would have 
paid parochial schools $50 per child for 
evaluation services was dropped by a House 
and Senate conference committee.

Four senators threatened a filibuster to 
keep a bingo gambling bill from coming to 
a vote before the constitutional adjournment 
time of midnight April 30. The bill’s Senate 
sponsor was not able to get it to a vote and 
it died. (BP)

Seminary Extension Centers 
pass last year's record

NASHVILLE — Nine months into the 
fiscal year, the number of Southern Baptist 
Seminary' Extension centers around the na
tion has climbed to 329, surpassing the 1976- 
77 record vear-end total of 328.

Unlike other educational institutions, ex
tension center statistics begin from zero each 
Aug. 1. Each center is registered with the 
Seminary Extension Department in Nash
ville, Tenn., when it orders its first course 
materials for the year, even though the cen
ter may have been in operation for 10 or 
more years. (BP)

I***************************************
FIBER GLASS BAPTISTRIES 

Repair Old and Build New
Call 373-0710 or Write 

ASHBAUGH FIBER GLASS
P.O. Box 22894, Nashville, Tenn. 37202

ACT OF LOVE (10 min.). This

SOUTHERN BAPTIST 
(XJNVENTION

AN
16mm color film is available free from 
your state convention office.
To become an MSC volunteer or 
sponsor, write: David T. Bunch, 
HMB, 1350 Spring St. NW, Atlanta, 
GA 30309.
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UNIFORM SERIES
Lesson for Sunday, May 21

Gentile conversion acknowledged
By Paul D. Brewer 

Chairman of the Humanities Division, 
Carson-Newman College, Jefferson City

Basic Passage: Acts 11
Focal Passage: Acts 11:1-18

The reception of Gentiles into the church 
has cut across long held traditions and 
deeply imbedded prejudices. New ideas, 
even when they come from God, are not 
readily accepted when they call for people 
to change. The church can be so committed 
to the ways of the past that it can choose its 
own traditions rather than the new future 
into which God calls.,A continuing need in 
the church js..tojdlow the gospel to judge . 
the attitudes and motives~that direct its 

commanded Peter to accompany the mes- 
_______________________ ______ sengers from Cornelius without prejudice or 

actions, rather than allowing the habitiFal~ ~dTscnmination. They were to be received and 
wygTb' judge the.gss.peL. This lesson points treated as men, not as gentiles or inferiors. 
outTow God works with some of the early HereThe" word is used to suggesFthat the
church members anTTeads them to His way~“ Judaizers are discriminating or debating

■■ ■ - ■ i ■■■ ■ ■ . -i- t r ■« - _ .       _rr * — -

rather than their own prejudices.
The Charge: Acts 11:1-3

When Peter, returned from his missionary 
journey, he ran into some very hostile 
questioning. Here for the first time in Acts 
w_e read of “the circumcision”„party. These 
were earnest Jewish believers who had set 
up an artificial restriction in the church. 
They felt very strongly that the church wa 
for Jews only and that the rites and laws of 
Judaism were never to be changed.

It is evident from their questions that the 
part of Peter’s conduct which was particu
larly offensive was his eating with the 
Gentiles. They “contended” with Peter, not 
so much for having preached to the Gentiles,

Groups, Reserve Now forGroups, Reserve Now for 
The GREAT PASSION PLAY, 

America’s No. 1 Drama!
Tickets, lodging, recreation and meals 

$12-$ 14 a person at
Keller’s Country Dorm Resort 

Route 1, Eureka Springs, Ark. 72632 
Phone 501-253-8418

but for not giving heed to the law which 
called eating with them a taboo. The word 
which is translated “contended” is the same 
word which is used in Acts 10:20 and trans
lated “doubting nothing.” The same word is 
used also in Acts 11:12 and translated 
“nothing doubting.” The translation in both 
of these verses fails to carry the strong 
meaning of the word^ The Spirit of God 

strongly with Peter. Peter is trying to tell 
them that God’s Spirit had led him to the 
Gentiles, but their prejudice is much too 
strong to accept the change in attitude they 
are called upon to make. They have always 
made distinctions between themselves and 
the Gentiles. They are doing what the Spirit 

, had insisted that Peter not do. Prejudice has 
ecome more important for them than the

will of God!
The Judaizers are very much aware of 

Peter’s influence since he has been a recog
nized leader in the church since Pentecost. 
The action he has taken in eating with 
Gentiles is significant for the church, and 
they know it. For' this reason they put 
pressure on Peter to acknowledge he has 
made a mistake. Had Peter given in the 
missionary movement of the church would 
have been short circuited.

The Defense: Acts 11:4-10
Peter is quick to discern that the Judaizers 

were experiencing the same mental difficulty 
he faced in his vision on Simon’s roof. 
Because he understood their struggle, he did

“Let us therefore come boldly unto the 
throne of grace” (Heb. 4:16).

not try to argue with them. In order to help 
them understand he recounts the experience 
through which he passed and how it had 
delivered him from making distinctions be
tween people.

Peter points out that as a good Jew, he 
was repulsed by the sight of the unclean 
food in his vision (verse 6). But even the 
strongest taboo had to go when Jesus ended 
distinctions. He had even refused three 
times to break the Law and eat the unclean 
food. With such a strong feeling of repulsion 
toward the unclean, Peter makes it plain that 
only under extreme pressure would he have 
changed.

The Conclusion: Acts 11:11-18
Peter carefully recounts that the work 

with the Gentiles was not due to his 
initiative. He had delivered the message to 
the house of Cornelius and while he spoke, 
without intervention or interpretation on his 
part, the Holy Spirit fell on those who 
listened. He goes into detail to demonstrate 
that he had acted as God directed. He 
further justified his action by pointing out 
the promise of Jesus concerning the baptism 
of the Spirit. The six brethren are present to 
attest to the truth of Peter’s assertions.

Peter ends his testimony with an un
answerable question: “What was I, that I 
could withstand God?” (verse 17). Peter * 
was firmly convinced that his mission to 
Cornelius had the approval and blessing of 
God. Even with such a significant event 
occurring in his life, Peter does not whole
heartedly endorse the mission to the Gen
tiles. His subsequent work is all among the 
Jews, and Paul has to do the major part of , 
the evangelizing of tfie~Gentiles.

The Judaizers are silenced for a while by 
the argument but evidently they were not 
convinced because they will later resist any 
general mission to the Gentiles. Their con- 
tending was over for now because they could 
not" deny the evident activity ~of~GbT~who 

~had poured~out His SpifTT on the Gentiles.
Because of the overwhelming evidence, they 

~could no~longer argue for distinction of 
discrimination, v ___ _ - —

The verb tense used when they speak of 
Gentiles being “granted” (verse 18) repen
tance suggests that they view the case of 
Cornelius as an exception rather than the 
norm. They feel that it is only an isolated 
case like Naaman of the Old Testament. 
This attitude becomes the accepted one 
among the Judaizers as evidenced by the 
fact that it is almost forgotten at the Jerusa
lem Conference when the Gentile issue is 
discussed.

Because of such a closed attitude the 
missionary thrust of the church must be 
from Antioch not Jerusalem. Antioch, the 
first Gentile church, becomes the center for 
extensive evangelism because of the failure 
of the Jerusalem church to understand the 
vision of Simon Peter. So today, any chureh_ 
controlled by the past rather than by~Gods _ 
call wiir~bF~shtelined ~and eventually by
passed in Kingdom work. "
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LIFE AND WORK SERIES
Lesson for Sunday, May 21

Abraham—a pilgrim of faith
By Eugene Cotey, Pastor 

First Baptist Church, Murfreesboro

Basic Passage: Genesis 11:13-13:4
Focal Passages: Genesis 12:1-7, 10; 13:3-4

What is a pilgrim? Is a pilgrim just a 
fellow in a black, funny-looking hat and 
shoes with big buckles? A pilgrim is a 
person who is on a journey. His destination 
may not be clearly defined. He may wander 
before he reaches his goal, but he is on the 
go;2>e does not stop and settle down until he 
rflMs journey’s end.
^mh. Abram’s father, was ready to 

ssmEKown, and he could be as satisfied in 
IwBsas he could in Canaan. He started 
ofBl Canaan, but settled for Haran. To be 
sl^MbuI, a pilgrim needs to keep on 
k^j^^ on. The Bible tells us that Terah 
“fl^went forth---- from Ur of Chaldees 
t(B Iointo the land of Canaan; but they 
cAk unto Haran and dwelt there” (Genesis 
1^31). More than likely this is the reason 
we have Father Abraham, rather than 
Father Terah.
I. The Call and Commission of a Pilgrim

The Lord spoke to Abram telling him to 
leave his comfortable home, the warmth of 
friendly surroundings, and a familiar land. 
There was not much security in such a call. 
There was no promise of an affluent life nor 
any assurance of vocational success. All 
Abram had was the call of God. It was a 
clear call, but it was undefined.

Through the ages, God’s call has con
tinued to require faith in action. After 
completing college work, a young preacher 
who had already used up his G.I. benefits, 
prepared to go to seminary. He had no 
money, and his father was in no position to 
give him any money toward further prep
aration for preaching. The young man knew 
the Lord had called him to preach, and he 
knew in the depths of his heart that the 
Lord wanted preachers who were prepared 
to preach. Although the pilgrim pathway 
for the young preacher was not clearly 
defined, he followed it to the end. God 
provided with student work grants and 
student pastorates. What could not be seen 
from the beginning of the journey was made 
clear as the young man followed God’s 
leadership.

The faith to proceed into the unknown 
enables the pilgrim to endure through the 
land of hardship and service on to the land

Professional Residential Real Estate Service 
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of promise and reward. The true pilgrim 
is one who builds altars along the way 
(Genesis 12:7). This is not an incidental 
matter, but characteristic of the true pilgrim. 
He wants God’s guidance and needs God’s 
companionship.

H. The Weakness of a Pilgrim
The pilgrim’s journey is often full of 

detours. Abram had a detour into Egypt 
because of a physical famine in Canaan. He 
also had a spiritual detour. Although Abram 
built altars, he strayed from God in the time 
of personal danger. When the Egyptians 
looked with favor upon Sarai, he passed his 
wife off as his sister rather than face the 
danger of becoming a dead husband.

The influence of a pilgrim can be sacri
ficed quickly. This happened to Abram in 
Egypt. Although he had answered the call of 
the Lord, Abram did not remain true to that 
call before Pharaoh; however, Abram’s use
fulness to the Lord was not over. Although 
he had committed an error, Abram still 
retained qualities of dedication that could be 
used by God in the future.

God takes man’s weakness and imperfec
tion and molds it into something helpful and 
constructive. The detours of life are to 
refine the service of the pilgrim. Abram 
learned something about faithfulness from 
this episode. It enabled him to be stronger 
in later trials of his life. The pilgrim learns 
from his mistakes and grows toward the 
Lord rather than away from Him.

UI. The Faith of a Pilgrim
Abram did more than build a memorial 

to the Lord. True, he built the altar at 
Bethel, but the Scripture significantly tells 
us “there Abram called on the name of the 
Lord” (13:4).

Abram’s faith was more than what was
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expected in the culture of the day. It was an 
active faith that demonstrated his allegiance 
to and dependence on the Lord. A faith that 
merely conforms to tradition soon becomes 
brittle and breaks. An active, living faith 
ennobles the life of the one practicing it. 
Abram kept his acts of faith up to date 
and maintained a vibrant relationship with 
God.

The experience in Egypt could have 
curbed Abram’s growth in faith. After get
ting caught trying to pawn his wife off as his 
sister, his shame could have kept him from 
approaching the altar of the Lord with 
confidence. Instead, he used his detour from 
the truth to enable him to proceed to a 
closer walk with the Lord. Coming out of 
Egypt he headed straight to Bethel where 
he called upon the name of the Lord.

Abram’s, faith is to be commended for 
another reason. He came out of Egypt a 
very wealthy man. He was “—very rich in 
cattle, in silver, and in gold” (13:2). A man 
who is wealthy often is tempted to believe 
he did it all by himself. His desire is to fall 
down at the image of self rather than to 
worship the Living Lord. Abram did not 
make that mistake. He turned to the Lord 
habitaully and continuously for worship and 
adoration.

Like Abram, all of us are pilgrims on the 
earth. As he looked for a city which hath 
foundations whose builder and maker is 
God (Hebrews 11:10), so do all of us who 
seek the living God.
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question minister
JERUSALEM, Israel—Jewish Christian 

minister Baruch Maoz was summoned to a 
police station and questioned “for his own 
protection from religious extremists,” police 
authorities told David Efrati, director of 
ecclesiastical affairs in Israel's Ministry of 
Foreign Affairs.

Baptists and others believe that the ac
tion is harassment related to the new law 
passed making it a criminal offense to offer
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any benefits for the changing
religion.

Maoz, 
quarterly

editor of a Christian 
in Hebrew and direc

of one’s

tor of Hagefen Publishing 
House in Rishon Letsion, be
lieves the police explanation for 
his summons is a cover-up of 
the real intention to intimidate 
Israeli Jewish believers under 
the new law.

A news story out of Israel 
had stated that police had asked 
Maoz to give an account of all 
of his activities and to list all of 
his friends and acquaintances.

“Previous threats to imple
ment the law to impede Chris
tian liberty of expression now 
take on an ominous reality,” 
Maoz said.

Efrati is trying to set up a 
meeting between Maoz and 
police officials, in consultation 
with the attorney general, to 
determine why police ignored 
the attorney general’s orders 
“not to initiate an investigation 
under this law without the com
plaint being first brought before 
the attorney general or the state 
attorney.”

Robert L. Lindsey, veteran Baptist lead-
er in Israel, said, “The fact that such an 
incident could occur despite the firm as
surance of high Israel authorities that the 
new law would not affect the normal op
eration of Christian institutions and min
isters underlines the need to continue to 
expose this new law as a breach of accepted 
democratic freedoms of religious practice.” 

The moderator of Israel Baptist Mission, 
Norman F. Lytle, said, “It is evident that 
the law is being used as an opportunity for 
legitimizing the usual harassment of be
lievers and thus indicates the real danger 
in this law.”

“At this point, I don’t see the threat of 
arrest of any of our Baptist ministers, but 
we may be subjected to harassment,” Lytle 
said.

Maoz believes that the law is intended 
to be used against local Jewish believers and 
not against expatriate Christians “who have 
backing from abroad.” (BP)
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