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Candidates for governor meet with Baptists
Four candidates for election as governor of 

Tennessee and representatives of three other 
candidates met with about 120 Baptists, July 
2, at First Church in Nashville.

In the 90-minute open meeting, each candi
date and representative were given five min
utes each to make an opening statement and 
then fielded questions posed by those attend
ing.

Gubernatorial candidates present were 
Richard Fulton, Roger Murray, Harold Ster
ling, and Shelley Stiles. Representatives were 
Frank Clement Jr. for Bob Clement, Linda 
Lawson Still for Lamar Alexander, and Jane 
Ann Woods for Jake Butcher.

Each speaker expressed appreciation for 
the session, praising the concern of Christians 
in their government.

Fulton said that the governor’s office is not 
for sale nor is it to be inherited. “It is to be 
earned through concern and compassion for 
all and through convictions to stand up for 
what one believes.”

AWARD—Marvin Cameron (right) of Jackson, a student at Southern Baptist Theological Semi
nary, has been named as one of this year’s winners of the Seminarian Award presented by the 
Baptist Sunday School Board. The award is given to one outstanding student at each of the SBC 
seminaries. As a part of the award, Cameron received a 12-volume set of “The Broadman Bible 
Commentary.” On the left is Arthur L. Walker, SBTS vice-president.

Murray noted that “a lot of people say poli
tics is dishonest—and they are exactly right.” 
Referring to the large amounts of money con
tributed by lobbyists, he stated, “There is 
only one solution and that is to clean out poli
tics and play government instead of politics.”

Sterling commented, “Across our nation 
we are seeing signs of a new awareness 
movement. People are taking firm, conserva
tive stands on many issues in an unorganized 
but very widespread effort to stop society’s 
pell-mell rush into moral and fiscal bank
ruptcy. We need a governor who has the 
strength to enforce Biblical principles in deal
ing with murderers, rapists, and free-loaders 
and has the compassion to carry out Biblical 
principles to help the sick, the disabled, and 
the needy.”

Stiles believes “there is a crisis in morality 
in state government. We want to be sure that 
government is for the right, that it is honest in 
its dealings, and that the Christian principles 
of honesty and forthrightness are carried out 

in all governmental policies.”
Clement said, “It is time that the people of 

Tennessee and those who would stray from 
the bounds of the laws understood that there is 
going to be swift and certain justice.” He said 
that faith and honesty are more important than 
issues. “Unless we feel that our public offi
cials are open, candid, and honest with us, 
then why should we have that faith?”

Mrs. Still said that Alexander’s walk across 
the state has given him a broad base of knowl
edge and understanding of who are the people 
of Tennessee, what their concerns are, and 
what they expect from state government.

Mrs. Woods observed that people vote for 
the man, rather than any given issue. “We 
have to vote for a man we think has the ability 
to make the best judgments.”

The candidates and representatives were 
asked about their convictions on the current 
drive to bring pari-mutual gambling to Ten
nessee.

Fulton answered simply, “No, I am not in 
favor.”

Murray said he was personally against 
pari-mutuel betting, but the issue might need 
to be decided by local voters.

Sterling noted that during his eight years in 
the General Assembly as a representative he 
has taken the lead in opposing pari-mutuel 

(Continued on page 5)

Clarification asked 
on Social Security

Ministers who are exempt from participa
tion in Social Security may be able to continue 
that exemption even though they have private 
insurance plans, according to officials of the 
Southern Baptist Annuity Board.

A previous interpretation of two rulings by 
the Internal Revenue Service had indicated 
that for a minister to be a conscientious objec
tor to public insurance, he must also object to 
private insurance, such as the SBC Annuity 
Board.

Clarification of that interpretation has been 
asked by the board, and indications now are 
that a minister may participate in an annuity 
plan even if he has filed Form 4361 as a consci
entious objector to public insurance.

Harold Bailey of the Annuity Board staff 
told the Baptist and Reflector last Friday that 
he would suggest that ministers delay chang
ing their status until official, written clarifica
tion is received by the board from IRS. He said 
that when this is received, it will be shared 
with Baptists through their state papers.



Russians pack Baptist churches 
for services, Weatherford says

GLORIETA, N. M.—Baptist church ser
vices in Russia were full, and people were 
anxious to hear the gospel of Jesus Christ 
preached, a Southern Baptist missions execu
tive said at a conference at Glorieta Baptist 
Conference Center.

Carolyn Weatherford, executive director of 
the Woman’s Missionary Union, Birming
ham, Ala., speaking at a Bold Missions Lead
ership Conference, recounted a trip she and 
other Southern Baptist leaders made in June at 
the invitation of the All Union Council of 
Evangelical Christian>Baptists.

She was accompanied by Mary Essie 
Stephens of Montgomery, Ala., executive di
rector of the Alabama Baptist WMU; Grady 
Cothen, president of the Southern Baptist 
Sunday School Board, Nashville, and Mrs. 
Cothen; and William G. Tanner, president of 
the Southern Baptist Home Mission Board, 
Atlanta, and Mrs. Tanner.

“I believe God sent me to Russia as a part of 
Bold Missions," Miss Weatherford told the 
1,900 conference registrants. “I believe there 
are Christians there who are sharing their faith 
at great personal risk. There are people in the 
Soviet Union who feel God is creating a spiri
tual awakening.

“I expected to see primarily old people in 
the services," she said. “I was not expecting 
to see the large number of youth and young 
adults. I expected to find people lonely and 
frustrated. I found people who were filled with 
joy in the Lord and who found, in every situa
tion, opportunity to praise the Lord in spite of 
the adversities they were experiencing.”

Miss Weatherford said every seat was filled 
and the hallways were packed when she spoke
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at First Baptist Church, Moscow. "The 
people were hungrily seeking to hear the Word 
of God. Their eyes never left the pulpit. They 
wanted to hear our testimonies of how we 
became Christians.”

The Southern Baptists were rebuked be
cause they didn’t preach long enough, Miss 
Weatherford said.

The WMU leader said the Southern Baptist 
visitors were under surveillance during the en
tire trip, and they were cautioned to pray si
lently at night.

“Our itinerary was changed many times, 
sometimes with only an hour’s notice,” she 
said. “We had to meet with the Ministry of 
Cults each place we visited. We were very 
apprehensive. But God gave us the words to 
say.”

Miss Weatherford said the Ministry of Cults 
wanted to hear what Baptists believe, particu
larly President Jimmy Carter. (BP)

Jason A. Faile retires 
after 42-year ministry

After a career in the ministry of over 42 
years, Jason A. Faile retired last month. He 
has been pastor of Calvary Church in Cleve
land for the past 14 years.

He also led congregations at First Church, 
Riceville; Phillipi in Cleveland; and several 
churches in Alabama. Calvary has led Bradley 
County Association in baptisms for the past 
six years. The church initiated a day care pro
gram and Christian school, and a radio minis
try under Faile’s leadership. It was listed last 
year by the Home Mission Board of the 
Southern Baptist Convention as one of the 
fastest growing churches in the convention.

A native of Bangor, Ala., Faile attended 
Samford University in Birmingham, Ala., and 
graduated from Moody Bible Institute, 
Chicago. He earned the doctor of philosophy 
degree from the school of psychology of In
diana University.

Denominationally, Faile has been active in 
his local association and throughout the state. 
He plans to do supply and interim work and 
continue writing articles during his retirement.

Medical tour in Mexico 
brings 64 conversions

GUADALAJARA, Mexico—Sixty-four per
sons made professions of faith in Jesus Christ 
as a result of Baptist mobile medical tours in 
Mexico during the first quarter of 1978.

The mobile medical team, led by Katharine 
Weldon, Southern Baptist nurse working in 
Guadalajara, treated some 1,700 patients in 
Guadalajara and five rural areas in the states of 
Durango, Michoacan, Zacatecas, Oaxacs, and 
Jalisco. The mobile medical team’s work is 
facilitated by a mobile unit made possible by 
Southern Baptist gifts to foreign missions.

College Heights 
to build church

Members of the newly constituted College 
Heights Church, Nashville Association, have 
announced plans for the construction of their 
first worship center in the College Heights 
community between Gallatin and Henderson
ville.

The church was a mission of First Church, 
Gallatin, from October 1976 until its constitu
tion in May 1978.

Larry Gilmore, pastor, had been called as 
assistant pastor of Gallatin’s First Church in 
May 1976 for the purpose of developing the 
new work. The congregation met at Volunteer 
State Community College during its beginning 
stages. Sunday School work was begun in the 
College Heights community in October of 
1976.

At the time of their constitution, the church 
had 100 charter members, 210 enrolled in Sun
day School, and a budget of $65,353.

Under the leadership of Pastor Harold W. 
Allen, Gallatin’s First Church purchased 7.81 
acres at a cost of $64,000 and presented it as a 
gift to the College Heights congregation.

Members voted to erect the first unit of their 
building to accommodate 400 in Bible study 
and worship. Paul Johnson, Nashville, was 
selected as architect. Construction is ex
pected to begin by early fall.

Missionary to work 
with Tenn, churches

Tennessee’s Baptists’ first missionary in re
sidence will begin work at the state convention 
office in Brentwood sometime next month, ac- 

cording to Orvind M. 
Dangeau, director of 
stewardship, TBC.

John Newell 
McGuckin, music 
evangelist for the 
Argentine Baptist 
Convention, will 
begin his duties in the 
Cooperative Program 
and stewardship de
partment and will be 
on the field for ap
proximately one year.

His major area of concern will be working with 
churches throughout the state in mission work 
and stewardship emphasis.

A native Oklahoman, McGuckin is a 
graduate of Oklahoma Baptist University in 
Shawnee and Southwestern Baptist Theologi
cal Seminary, Fort Worth. He is presently 
working on a doctor of musical arts degree 
from Southwestern.

He was appointed by the Foreign Mission 
Board as a music missionary to Argentina in 
October 1968. In addition to becoming music 
promotor and music evangelist for the Argen
tine Baptist Convention in 1974, he also was 
named director of the department of music and 
music editor for the Argentine Baptist Publish
ing House.
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Baptist Seminary in Mexico 
observes 75th anniversary

MEXICO CITY, Mexico—Mexican Baptist 
Theological Seminary here completed its 75th 
year of operation when interim president Guy 
S. Williamson conferred degrees on 12 
graduates from nine Mexican states. The 
seminary also completed its third year on its 
new campus at Lomas Verdes (green hills) 
overlooking Mexico City.

"A sizable group of young people have al
ready indicated desire to enroll in the fall 
semester and join those returning to complete 
the four year course of studies," said L. 
Laverne Gregory, Southern Baptist represen
tative. Williamson is also a Southern Baptist 
representative.

THE MOST—Southern Baptists’ largest group of new missionaries (55 in all) in 31 years were 
appointed recently by the Foreign Mission Board during a meeting in connection with Foreign 
Mission Week at Ridgecrest (N.C.) Baptist Conference Center. The group includes four couples 
with Tennessee backgrounds.

Concentrate on youth, not buildings,
McCullough tells leadership meeting

GLORIETA, N. M.—Southern Baptists at
tending the Bold Mission Leadership Confer
ence were urged to build character in their 
children and youth, instead of walls and roofs.

"We are building in vain if we build walls 
and roofs and neglect to build character among 
our children and youth," declared Glendon 
McCullough, executive director of the South
ern Baptist Brotherhood Commission, con
ference co-sponsor with Woman’s Missionary 
Union.

More than 1,900, up 25 percent from a year 
ago, registered for the week-long conference 

for Brotherhood and WMU leaders at Glorieta 
(N.M.) Baptist Conference Center.

Following a program designed to appeal to 
families, registrants received leadership train
ing in the morning, took mission tours in the 
afternoon, and attended inspirational missions 
convocations at night.

Children, ages 6 to 11, attended day camps 
with Indian themes while Pioneer Royal Am
bassador boys and Acteen girls, ages 11 to 17, 
participated together in missions education 
activities.

McCullough told the audience they need to 
concentrate as Brotherhood and WMU lead
ers on the children and youth in their commu
nity.

While other non-church related youth or
ganizations may have some value, McCul
lough said churches need to concentrate on 
such youth organizations as Royal Ambassa
dors and Acteens to build missions concern 
about Southern Baptist youth.

McCullough also called for more aggressive 
missions education programs "if Southern 
Baptists expect to share the gospel with the 
world by the year 2000" through the denomi
nation’s Bold Mission Thrust. "We (WMU 
and Brotherhood) intend to use every means 
at our disposal to tell Southern Baptists what 
missions is all about and to get them in
volved,” he said. (BP)

Calvary, Cleveland, elects 
Wallace Varnell as pastor

Members of Calvary Church, Cleveland, 
called their associate pastor and minister of 
music, Wallace Varnell, as pastor last month. 
Varnell has served on the staff of the church 
for nearly seven years under the pastorate of 
Jason A. Faile, who retired last month. (See 
related story in this issue.)

Prior to surrendering to the ministry full 
time seven years ago, Varnell was engaged in 
retail business in Florida, Kansas, and Ten
nessee for 15 years. During those years he 
worked part time on several church staffs.

He was born near Cleveland and attended 
Lee College in that city and Cleveland State 
Community College. He has taken several 
courses through the Seminary Extension divi
sion of the Southern Baptist Convention.

Interstate 40 completed 
to Ridgecrest Center

RIDGECREST, N.C.—Access to the 
Ridgecrest Conference Center has been im
proved with the completion of Interstate 40 
from Asheville to Black Mountain.

The four-lane stretch, adjacent to the con
ference center was opened July 2.

Interstate 40 is now complete from Mem
phis to Black Mountain, a stretch of more than 
600 miles. (BSSB)
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Bi-vocafional ministers of music 
serve two-thirds of SBC churches

GLORIETA, N.M.—More than 24,000 of 
the 35,000 churches in the Southern Baptist 
Convention have part-time paid or volunteer 
persons leading their music program and mak
ing significant contributions, according to Wil
liam M. Anderson Jr., editor in the church 
music department of the Southern Baptist 
Sunday School Board.

In a conference for part-time and volunteer 
music leaders at Glorieta Baptist conference 
Center, Anderson worked with approximately 
60 of the bi-vocational music ministers to dis
cover their needs and determine what can be 
done to support them in their ministries.

Arizona vote fails 
to elect executive

PHOENIX, Ariz. —In what local observers 
called “a stunning action,” a special called 
session of the Arizona Southern Baptist Con
vention failed by 11 votes to elect Mark Short 
Jr. of Houston as executive director
treasurer.

Short, associate pastor and business ad
ministrator of South Main Church in Houston, 
previously had been unanimously recom
mended by a search committee chaired by 
Richard A. Jackson, pastor of North Phoenix 
Church, and unanimously elected by the con
vention’s Executive Board.

But, because of a constitutional amendment 
passed at the convention's regular annual 
meeting in November, the executive director
treasurer nominee also needed a two-thirds 
vote of the convention. The vote was 443 in 
favor of Short and 240 against, 11 short of the 
454 he needed.

Observers said those expressing opposition 
after Short was nominated and seconded at the 
special called meeting on July 7, said they had 
nothing against Short as a person but opposed 
him because he doesn’t have Arizona ties, has 
not been a pastor, and had not completed 
seminary. Before joining South Main Church, 
Short spent seven years as manager of 
Glorieta (N.M.) Baptist Conference Center 
and previously was minister of education at 
churches in Arkansas, Kentucky, Oklahoma, 
and at First Church, Nashville. (BP)

Gerald Smith begins service 
at Jackson's Madison church

Madison Church, Jackson, called Gerald O. 
Smith as pastor earlier this month. Smith is 
formerly pastor at Bethel Church, Greenfield, 
where he served for four years.

He is a graudate of Union University, 
Jackson, and Southern Baptist Theological 
Seminary, Louisville, Ky.

‘ ‘These part-time and volunteer leaders feel 
their work is definitely a ministry, and they are 
doing what God has called them to do,” An
derson said. “In many cases, bi-vocational 
music ministers lack musical training in com
parison to full-time directors, but they feel the 
responsibility to take care of the church’s 
music.”

Problems surfaced by the bi-vocational 
music ministers included congregational par
ticipation, poor attendance at choir rehear
sals, beginning and maintaining graded choir 
programs, and inability to communicate the 
potential significance of the music program on 
the worship service.

Many of the bi-vocational music ministers 
asked for help in basic conducting techniques 
for a choir and congregation, rehearsal tech
niques, use of taped accompaniment, and 
budget planning.

Anderson said many of the part-time and 
volunteer leaders buy music for the church out 
of their own pockets.

“The needs would not be met if they didn’t 
do it,” he said. “The convention benefits 
greatly from these who serve with little or no 
remuneration.” (BP)

Madison County Baptist churches lead 
in opposing Aug. 3 liquor referendum

Madison County Southern Baptist cnurches 
are joining other denominational groups here 
in an attempt to defeat a liquor-by-the-drink 
referendum which has been placed on the 
Aug. 3 ballot.

Organization of the 130 Madison County 
churches of all faiths is being conducted by 
Citizens Against Alcoholic Beverages 
(CAAB) an inter-denominational group of 
laymen, ministers, and businessmen who are 
working toward defeat of the liquor issue. 
CAAB was formed in a recent organizational

Challenge gift offered 
to Harrison-Chilhowee

Gifts ranging from one dollar to $7,200 are 
helping Harrison-Chilhowee Academy move 
toward receiving a $25,000 challenge gift, ac
cording to Hubert B. Smothers, academy 
president.

An anonymous donor has promised $25,000 
to the Baptist school, if the academy can raise 
$50,000 by July 31. Gifts have already passed 
$30,000, Smothers said.

The funds received from the current drive 
will help the school reach its budget needs.

The school, which is located at Seymour, 
provides elementary and secondary education 
for both boarding and commuting students. 
There are students enrolled from 13 states and 
10 foreign countries.

LEARNING TO TALK—Through the ministry 
of Trinity Baptist Church, Athens, Greece, this 
small boy is learning sign language. As he learns 
to communicate with his hands, he is also learn
ing about the love of Christ. Work with the deaf 
is one of the ministries carried on by this 
church.

meeting at West Jackson Baptist Church.
Paul Williams, co-chairman of the anti

liquor group and pastor of Englewood Baptist 
Church, explained CAAB is now organizing 
churches into six committees -telephone, 
prayer, youth, publicity, transportation, and 
“Get-Out-The-Vote” —in an effort to keep the 
churches informed and educated on the issue.

Nearly 400 citizens from eight denomina
tions attended the first of three possible rallies 
July 13 at West Jackson Church. Bumper stic
kers and church bulletin inserts were distrib
uted.

At that meeting committees were informed 
on how to keep the issue before their congre
gations.

Phil Padgett, executive director of the 
United Tennessee League in Nashville, was 
speaker for the occasion.

If passed, liquor could be sold by the ounce 
and consumed on the premises where it is 
sold.
26 appointed by HMB
ATLANTA—Directors of the Southern 

Baptist Home Mission Board appointed 26 
persons to mission service during their sum
mer meeting in Atlanta.

Eight missionaries, four missionary as
sociates, one US-2 missionary, and 13 mission 
pastors will join the more than 2,800 home 
missions personnel serving in the United 
States and its territories. (BP)
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Central, Johnson City, 
calls James Sorrell

Sorrell

Tennessee native James E. Sorrell has been 
called to the pastorate of Central Church, 
Johnson City. Sorrell is pastor of Branches 

Church, Richmond, 
Va., and is scheduled 
to return to Tennes
see Aug. 13.

Born in Dyersburg, 
Sorrell was educated 
at West Tennessee 
Business College in 
Jackson and 
graduated from
Union University in 
that city. He is also a 
graduate of Southern 
Baptist Theological

Seminary, where he earned the master of di
vinity degree and the doctor of sacred theol
ogy degree. During his tenure at the seminary, 
he was selected to serve as assistant to Profes
sor Wayne Ward in New Testament Theology.

Active in denominational work, he is a 
member of the General Board of the Virginia 
Baptist Convention, and is the author of 
numerous articles published by the Baptist 
Sunday School Board. During his 23 years in 
the ministry, Sorrell has led congregations in 
Kentucky, Louisiana, Indiana, and Tennes
see, in addition to his present pastorate.

Central has been without a pastor since 
March 1977 when James Canaday retired. 
Robert Orr, Dyersburg, and James Cox, 
Louisville, have led in interim capacities.

FMB grant to provide books 
for new Philippine pastors

MANILA, Philippines—The Southern Bap
tist Foreign Mission Board has granted $5,000 
for the preparation of several basic books for 
Philippine pastors. Because of rapid growth 
among the Philippine churches, lay leaders 
often serve as pastors. Many have had little or 
no formal theological training.

Plans call for a small basic library in Bible 
study, pastoral leadership, and sermon prepa
ration in at least five dialects. The books will 
be budget priced. Baptist Center, the publica
tions agency of the organization of Southern 
Baptist missionaries, will handle the project.

Two doctrine diplomas added 
to Church Study Courses

NASHVILLE—Two new Church Study 
Course diplomas, Baptist Doctrine and Youth 
Baptist Doctrine, have been added by the 
Sunday School Board’s church training de
partment to equip persons with a foundational 
understanding of Baptist doctrine.

Requirements for the adult diploma include 
The Baptist Faith and Message; three books 
on the doctrines of God, man, and salvation; 
and two electives.

Six books also are required for the youth 
diploma: two books on Baptist beliefs and four 
on the doctrines of God, man, salvation, and 
missions. (BSSB)
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Churches that ignore sexuality 
assist obscenity, Parrish says

By Charlie Warren

MEMPHIS—“Churches are largely re
sponsible for the present proliferation of 
obscenity because churches have refused to 
deal with sexuality,” says Larry Parrish, the 
Memphis attorney who drafted a tough anti
obscenity bill that is now law in Tennessee.

But while pointing an accusing finger, Par
rish, a former Southern Baptist who is now an 
active member of First Evangelical Church in 
Memphis, challenges churches to “start 
preaching and teaching Christian sexuality” 
and to work through the legislative process to 
strengthen ineffective anti-obscenity laws.

“Churches just haven’t become adapted to 
the phrase ‘Christian sexuality,’ ” Parrish 
says. “It’s sort of like sexuality must be kept 
in one room and Christian in the other room. 
The result is that churches turn their young 
people to the street to find out about sex and 
the obscenity peddlers are there.”

According to Parrish, whose law is now 
being contested in court, Americans are rela
tively immature and overly restrictive 
sexually—a fact the obscenity peddlers 
capitalize on.

He believes when most church members 
hear the word “pornography,” they think of 
nudity and literary works dealing with sex and 
sexuality. “But that’s not the problem,” he 
says. “The problem involves the most per
verted kinds of human sexuality you can imag
ine being shown in the most graphic way and 
being shown in a way to entice people to en
gage in that conduct and being marketed in 
such a way as to introduce it to young people 
just as soon as they possibly can.”

“The introduction starts by making it ‘for 
adults only,’ ” Parrish explains. “The first 
marketing effort they have for reaching kids is 
to create the impression that it is the forbidden 
fruit, triple X, the hottest thing going. ‘It will 
titillate you to no end. You’ve never had an 
experience like it before, you’ve never seen it 
before, you may not come until you’re 18.’

“You just drip that day after day on young 
people and by the time they are 18, their 
curiosity is so great, they’ve just go to go. And 
they’re at the most vulnerable age from a 
psycho-sexual development standpoint.

“If they (obscenity peddlers) can hold six 
out of 10 of them in their market for five years, 
and then hold three of those on, actually get
ting them psychologically addicted to it, then 
they’re changing the whole attitudinal position 
of the American public about its sexual ethic.”

“Left unreined, in 10 years it will be a lost 
cause,” Parrish says. “They will have substi
tuted heathenism for the Judeo-Christian sex
ual ethic and there goes your fidelity concepts 
that are vital to marriage and family. We’re 
dealing with something that’s very basic to our 
being as a nation.”

Parrish discourages church members pic
keting porno theaters and bookstores. He fig
ures what little effect that might have will be 
only temporary and the image it projects to the 
world can only be negative.

He suggests rather that Christians should be 
a good influence on the world as citizens, will
ing to “mingle with and integrate.” The key 
factor, he says, is working through legislators 
in the passage of effective law.

Such involvement, he warns, will cost 
money. Some churches are hesitant to con
tribute because they fear they’ll lose their tax 
exempt status, a fear that Parrish calls the 
“IRS ghost.”

“It’s not settled that they would lose their 
exemption,” he says. “If it’s ever resolved, I 
think it will be determined that this is an 
exception —that churches may contribute to 
an effort to enact this kind of legislation be
cause it has a moral purpose.”

The effect on society is well worth the in
vestment, Parrish concludes. “It’s dealing 
with an issue that’s of central importance to all 
Christendom —the preservation of God’s 
standard of sexuality. If that falls, a bit of the 
church has fallen.” (BP)

Candidates
(Continued from page 1) 

bills.
Stiles said, “I am personally opposed to 

gambling.”
Mrs. Woods stated that very little tax 

money would be derived from a lottery or 
horse race betting.

Clement said he had not discussed this issue 
with his brother, but “I imagine he would be 
opposed.”

Mrs. Still said she did not know Alexander’s 
position on pari-mutuel gambling.

All candidates and representatives placed 
education in public schools as a high on the top 
priority. They all felt that additional funds 
could be made available for educational needs 
by streamlining government and cutting out 
duplication and waste.

Another question dealt with increased local 
control of liquor laws and the issuing of 
licenses. All candidates present and those rep
resentatives who commented said they were 
in favor of more local control, rather than in
terference by the state Alcohol Beverage 
Commission.

The “Meet the Candidates” session was 
sponsored by the Christian Life and Public 
Affairs Committee of the Nashville Associa
tion, with promotion of the event by the asso
ciation’s Brotherhood and WMU depart
ments.
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Our People and Our Churches . . .
CHURCHES...

Eastdale Church congregation in Chat
tanooga voted to change the name of the 
church to Eastwood prior to its move on 
Ooltewah-Ringgold Road in that city. The last 
service in the old location was held June 18. 
While the new building is being constructed, 
the‘congregation will meet in the Ooltewah 
Middle School.

North Fork Church, New Duck River As
sociation, held services in new facilities last 
month. Dedication services for the sanctuary 
and educational annex were held June 25. Bill 
Smith is pastor.

Wallace Memorial Church, Chattanooga, 
celebrated its 25th anniversary on Sunday, 
July 9. Special guests included the church’s 
first pastor, A. Wilson Parker. Parker is now 
director of missions for Pennsylvania/South 
Jersey Baptist Convention. Also on the pro
gram were Ralph Norton, executive 
secretary-treasurer, Tennessee Baptist Con
vention; and Clarence Jett, director of mis
sions, Knox County Baptist Association. Jim 
McCluskey is pastor.

Springhill Church, Dyer Association, held 
dedication services for an educational building 
last month. Jack Chapman is pastor.

Bethel Church, East Tennessee Associa
tion, is holding worship services in a new 
building. Designed by J.H. Stogner, the facil
ity contains a pastor’s study, nursery, church 
office, kitchen, fellowship hall, 16 classrooms, 
a 350-seat sanctuary, and a 50-seat choir loft. 
Construction was done by R.J. Spence. Har
vey Evans is pastor.

Homecoming service at Smith Springs 
Church in Nashville earlier this month was 
highlighted by a note burning ceremony. Par
ticipating in this part of the service were Mil
ton Jones, Robert Russell, J. W. Sargent, 
Johnny Coleman, Gary Jones, Lee Burnett, 
Mayford Brooks, Betty Kilgrow, and H.C. Fos
ter interim pastor.

First Church, Powell, sponsored a group of 
15 men from its congregation who made a mis
sion trip to Watertown, S.D. The men helped 
construct a church building there, and the first 
services wgre held June 22. Robert J. Burns is 
pastor of the Powell church.

Lookout Valley Church, Hamilton County 
Association, announced plans for a homecom
ing and 50th anniversary celebration on Sept. 
24. Fred Gregg Jr. is scheduled to be the fea
tured speaker. A family dinner will be held in 
the activities building after the morning ser
vice. Herbert Thomas is pastor, and Jim Gouge 
.is director of music.

Mt. Zion Church, East Tennessee Associa
tion, observed its 125th anniversary earlier 
this month. Ernest Parrott, Sevier County, 
was the featured speaker. Clifford Blanken is 
pastor.

Silverdale Church, Hamilton County Asso
ciation, recently completed construction on 
an educational/activities building.

PEOPLE...
Tim Stansell is scheduled to be ordained as a 

deacon at Rocky Mount Church, Athens, on 
Sunday, July 16. Robert Trentham is pastor.

Clifton View Church, Johnson City, 
licensed Keith Shorter to the gospel ministry. 
The son of Mr. and Mrs. James Shorter, he will 
be entering Carson-Newman College, Jeffer
son City, this fall. C. W. Hedgecoth is pastor at 
Clifton View.

W. C. Baker Jr. and Hubert E. Lambert 
were ordained as deacons at First Church, 
Bluff City, Dennis E. Kennedy is pastor.

Smith Springs Church, Nashville Associa
tion, ordained John Preston Joslin to the gos
pel ministry. H. C. Foster is interim pastor.

First Church, Tracy City, ordained Douglas 
Williamson, Wayne Curtis, Richard Griswold, 
Jim Myers, and Edd Sweeten as deacons. Hoyt 
Jennings, director of missions, Duck River 
Association, led in a study on the ministry of 
the deacon. Burgess B. Vincent is pastor.

Four men were ordained as deacons re
cently at First Church, Joelton. These in
cluded: Lovell Bess, Clyde King, William 
Johnson, and Bynum Young. J. Milton Knox, 
associate pastor, gave the charges, and Pastor 
F. Murray Mathis delivered the ordination 
message.

In Campbell County Association, Indiana 
Avenue Church, LaFollette, was scheduled to 
ordain Tommy Overton, Ron Tidwell, and 
Homer Smith as deacons earlier this month. 
K.V. Holt is pastor.

West LaFollette Church, LaFollette, 
licensed Mark Douglas to the gospel ministry. 
Douglas is the son of the late Kenneth Douglas 
and the grandson of Bill Douglas, retired Bap
tist pastor living in Jacksboro.

Richard Wilson, a member of Red Bank 
Church, Chattanooga, was licensed to the 
preaching ministry by that church earlier this 
month. Active in the youth council at his 
church, he plans to enter Baylor University, 
Waco, Tex., this fall. Fred Steelman is pastor 
at Red Bank.

Midway Church, Gibson County Associa
tion, ordained Edwin Couch and Robert Davis 
as deacons.

Parran’s Chapel, Bolivar, ordained Carl 
Watson to the office of deacon last month.

LEADERSHIP...
T. D. Hooker Jr. resigned as pastor of Clear 

Branch Church, Lake City, to enter South
western Baptist Theological Seminary, Fort 
Worth, Tex. Hooker came to the Clear Branch 
pastorate in November 1973 from 'First 
Church, Cohutta, Ga. His last Sunday will be 
July 30.

Members of First Church, Rogersville, an
nounced the election of David Childers as 
minister of music/youth. He came onto the 
field earlier this month. Childers attended 
Mars Hill College, Mars Hill, N.C., and was 
music assistant at First Church, Asheville, 
N.C. Jim Austin is pastor of the Rogersville 
Congregation.

Roger Singleton Oldham was called as 
minister of education and youth at North 
Frayser Church, Memphis. Oldham is a stu
dent at Mid-America Baptist Theological 
Seminary in that city.

First Church, Jellico called Steve Mays as 
minister of music. Mays is a student at Cum
berland College.

Dale Prince, pastor of Hornsby’s Church, 
Hardeman County Association, resigned to 
accept the call as pastor of First Church, 
Scotts City, Ill.

Weldon Brooks is serving as interim pastor 
at West Memorial Church, Hardeman County 
Association.

Bob Elliott is interim pastor at First Church, 
Kenton.

Mrs. David Stockett is serving as summer 
worker with youth and children at First 
Church, Goodlettsville. She is a graduate of 
the University of Tennessee at Nashville and 
has served on church staffs in Memphis. Roger 
Abington is pastor.

Ron Bowman, minister of music at Island 
Home Church, Knoxville, resigned earlier this 
month. Bowman recently completed work on a 
graduate degree and will be moving to Atlanta, 
Ga. David G. Peach is pastor.

Dawn Mauk resigned as minister of music at 
Clark Street Church, Johnson City. Dale R. 
Martin is pastor.

In Fayette Association, Don Evans resigned 
as pastor of Williston Church to accept the call 
to West Side Chapel in Sharon, Penn.
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Middle Tenn, preachers 
hear John R. Claypool

The annual middle Tennessee preachers’ 
summer school was held at Belmont College 
June 26-30. Ninety-four persons registered. 
John R. Claypool, pastor of Northminster 
Baptist Church, Jackson, Miss., served as 
preacher for the week.

Larry Meeks, pastor of Hilldale Church, 
Fayetteville, was elected president: Jack De
wees, pastor of Dowelltown Church, was 
named vice-president; and David Wall, pastor 
of Dover Church, Dover, will serve as 
secretary-treasurer for the coming year.

Clyde Cutrer, professor of religion at Bel
mont College, served as director of the school.

The 1979 school will be held June 25-29.

Tiller retires from BWA, 

heads Interchurch Center

NEW YORK—Carl W. Tiller, associate sec
retary for the Baptist World Alliance since 
1972, will become director of the Interchurch 
Center, which houses offices for Protestant, 
Jewish, and Roman Catholic agencies in Man
hattan’s upper west side.

Tiller, 62, is taking early retirement from the 
BWA, where he had responsibility for relief, 
development, the inter-church aid program, 
financial management, and liason with the 
United Nations. He held various positions 
with the U.S. Office of Management and 
Budget from 1942 to 1972.

Tiller has been president of the American 
Baptist Convention (now the American Bap
tist Churches in the USA), and on the finance 
committee for six of the 12 years he was on the 
National Council of Churches’ general board. 
(BP)

RELOCATION PLANNED—Southside Church, Martin, held a ground breaking service last 
month on an eight acre tract west of the present building. Members of the building committee are 
(left to right): Jesse Wade, chairman; Ray Peery; J. L. Lowrance; Mrs. Nellie Wright, Billy 
Simpson, and Pastor Jerry Powell.

Hollis attacks proposed, drive 
to alter Communications Act

RIDGECREST, N.C.—A speaker at a con
ference on “Television and Morality’’ called 
upon the nation’s Christian community to 
voice “united’’ and “vigorous” opposition to 
the proposed rewrite of the Communications 
Act of 1934.

Harry N. Hollis of the Southern Baptist 
Christian Life Commission criticized the bill 
as “a piece of legislation that turns back on the 
public interest.”

“A powerful group of television executives 
has virtually stolen the airwaves from the 
American people, and now it seems that there 
are those in Congress who want to make the 
crime legal,” Hollis declared.

Hollis, who denounced television as a 
“moral wasteland” in a major address at the 
Southern Baptist Convention in June, told a 
group at Ridgecrest Baptist Conference Cen
ter that the proposed legislation, titled the 
Communications Act of 1978, provides for de
regulation of television at a time when in
creased regulation is needed.

“The television industry already possesses 
enormous power to shape our lives,” Hollis 
said. “While portions of the bill are good, if 
passed by Congress in its present form, the 
rewrite would give the industry too much 
power for the good of the country.”

The 217-page bill, introduced recently by 
the House subcommittee on communications, 
would make sweeping changes in the broad
casting and telephone industries. It would 
eliminate the Federal Communications Com
mission in favor of a smaller, more limited 
Communications Regulatory Commission.

Regulation of TV broadcasters would be 

significantly curtailed. The Fairness Doctrine 
established by the FCC, which requires sta
tion owners to air conflicting viewpoints on 
important public issues, would be replaced by 
a less stringent “equity principle.” The pub
lic’s opportunity to challenge the renewal of 
TV license holders also would be greatly di
minished.

The bill would end all government regula
tion of cable-TV and all regulation of radio 
broadcasters, except for frequency assign
ments and technical standards.

Pointing out that public hearings on the bill 
are scheduled to begin in August, Hollis urged 
Southern Baptists to consider carefully the 
impact the legislation would have on the future 
of broadcasting and to communicate their 
views to congressional representatives as 
soon as possible.

“While we’re sitting at home in front of our 
TV sets,” Hollis said, “the television indus
try’s powerful and successful lobby is hard at 
work in Washington. What is needed to check 
TV’s further consolidation of power is a 
people’s lobby which will labor energetically 
to see that the industry acts in the public inter
est.

“We are looking to Congress for help in 
getting television to live up to its potential for 
good in our society. I do not believe the Amer
ican people will tolerate any legislation that 
turns the broadcasting industry into a virtually 
unregulated monopoly.” (BP)

Clifton R. Bridges dies
Clifton R. Bridges, retired minister and 

father of Mrs. Faye Brandon, minister of 
music at First Church, Crossville, was killed 
July 9 as he walked across Highway 127 North 
in Crossville. He was struck by a truck.

During his 60 years in the ministry, Bridges 
had served churches at Dover, Nashville, 
Dunlap, Dayton, and he served many of the 
churches in Cumberland Plateau Association 
as pastor and interim pastor. Following re
tirement, he began an office supply and print
ing business.

For the last few months, Bridges voluntarily 
promoted Baptist and Reflector in the 
churches in his area, and a number of the 
churches had taken advantage of the trial plan 
because of his efforts.

Services were held last Wednesday after
noon at First Church, Crossville, with Joseph 
T. Nickell, pastor, officiating. He was assisted 
by William Stockton, pastor of Cumberland 
Homestead, Crossville.

In addition to his daughter, Bridges is sur
vived by his widow, Glenis, of Crossville; and 
three sons, David Clifton, Martinsville, Va.; 
Samuel Chester, England; and John Robin, 
San Antonio, Tex.
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EDITORIALS

Prayer for needed boldness

The early Christians had a problem.
Before His departure into heaven, Christ had told them 

to evangelize the whole world. Using the power He had 
promised to supply, they had experienced tremendous 
victories in His name.

Now, persecution had set in.
Two of their leaders (Peter and John) had healed in 

Jesus’ name a lame man at the temple. As the bystanders 
gathered, Peter proclaimed that Jesus, the Son of God, 
had been raised from the dead. In response to Peter’s 
testimony, the pair were arrested, threatened, and or
dered not to preach any more “in the name” (Acts 4:17).

Upon their release, Peter and John reported this order 
to the other Christians.

Perhaps it was a time to re-evaluate their mission. 
Maybe they should “cool it’ ’ for a while until the pressure 
died down.

Another possibility would be to compromise a little and 
preach about God's goodness—rather than about the res
urrection of Jesus Christ.

These early Christians might have prayed that God 
would remove their persecutors and problems, and make 
the preaching of the gospel a popular activity.

They might have prayed that God would remove—or at 
least tone down—the demands of the Great Commission.

But instead they prayed that God would ‘ ‘grant unto thy 
servants, that with all boldness they might speak Thy 
word’’ (Acts 4:29).

God honored—and answered—their prayer. Acts 4:31 
states that “They spake the word of God with boldness.’’

Tennessee Southern Baptists are being challenged by 
our denomination to become involved in Bold Mission 
Thrust. We are to be committed to taking the gospel to all 
people—whether they live in Lebanon in the Middle East 
or Lebanon, Tenn.; Paris, France, or Paris, Tenn.; Cleve
land, Ohio, or Cleveland, Tenn.

We have our “mission.” It has not, nor will not change. 
We are to share the message of a risen Christ to those in 
Tennessee and Tanzania, to those who live on your street, 
or New York’s Broadway.

Our commitment to this effort must come as we pray 
for—and as God grants boldness to our efforts to fulfill the 
mission He has given us.

World Hunger Day

By Jerry Self 
Public Affairs and Christian Life consultant

On Aug. 2, Southern Baptists will observe World Hunger Day. Or 
will they? What are you planning for that day?

If you are interested, there are some ways to prepare for and observe 
World Hunger Day. Bold Mission Thrust is a call to witness to the 
whole world in the next two decades —that is, those who who will not 
starve before we get to them.

What can you do? Read what the Bible has to say about the hungry 
and poor.

Read Leviticus 19:10-11 requiring that part of the harvest be left for 
•.Jhe poor.

Read Matthew 25:24-46 recounting the judgment challenge of Jesus. 
You remember Jesus said if you fed the least of the hungry, you fed 
Him.

Read the story of the church in early Acts, a story of people who 
gladly and generously shared their food.

And read the ninth chapter of II Corinthians —Paul’s reminder that 
God had blessed His people with enough to allow them to be generous.

What can you do? Learn the needs of the hungry. The July issue of 
Royal Service is completely devoted to world hunger. Other Southern 
Baptist publications are providing information on hunger. Subscribe to 
Seeds, a newsletter for Southern Baptists concerned about hunger. 
Seeds is published by the Oakhurst Baptist Church, 222 E. Lake Drive, 
Decatur, GA 30030. Join Bread for the World, 207 E. 16th Street, New 
York, NY 10003. Southern Baptist layman and former SBC president' 
Owen Cooper is a member of the board of directors of Bread for the 
World.

Do something about hunger. Skip one meal a week and donate the 
equivalent cost to the Foreign Mission Board through your church. 
This is a specific action; a direct way for you to fight world hunger. It 
may not seem much when you consider that perhaps one-billion people 
are undernourished today. But hunger is an individual pain. A few 
calories and a few dollars is the difference in life or death for one 
person.

Skip a meal a week as a sign of yourcommitment. Hunger is not afad. 
In 1975 Southern Baptists saw the need, but in the last two years our 
gifts for hunger relief have dropped more than 40 £ from the 1975 level.

Maybe Aug. 2, 1978, will just be another Wednesday. It depends on 
you.
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Cicero’s 
comment
By the editor

Rettert la .
Letters on any religion-related subject are welcomed. Letters of over 300 words 
will not be used. Other letters may be shortened at the discretion of the editor. 
No unsigned letters will be printed, but writer’s name will be withheld for 
sufficient reason. Letters must contain complete address.

“Cicero, isn’t it wonderful this time of year 
to see God at work in nature?” exclaimed Hort 
I. Culture as we stood in his front yard.

“Yes, that's true,” I responded. “God has 
created so many beautiful plants, flowers, and 
trees.”

Hort sighed, “I do wish I had a ‘green 
thumb.’ Everything I touch dies. Even the 
Green Stamps I get at the store turn brown in 
my hand!"

Cicero noted that Hort’s lawn looked better 
this year.

“Yes, it does,” Culture claimed. “I used to 
worry about it, until I discovered that weeds 
are as green as grass, if you cut them short. 
Perhaps, someday I can learn to grow flowers 
in my yard, just like our neighbor, Dandy 
Lyons.”

“How’s your garden coming?,” Cicero 
asked.

“Well, it’s kind of dry,” Hort snorted. “If 
God sends rain on the just and the unjust, I 
guess I must be neither just nor unjust — 
judging by my dusty yard.”

Hort I. Culture said that he had planted 
beans this year, since he had been told that 
they would grow anywhere. “My Kentucky 
Wonder beans make me wonder what hap
pened to the beans. And my pole beans seem 
to have more beans on the poles than on the 
vines.”

He noted that many of our neighbors are 
giving fancy names to their homes. “I’ve de
cided to call mine ‘Outside Eden’—since the 
thorns and thistles seem to flourish. But look 
on the bright side; I will have the best 
blackberry crop in the neighborhood!”

Hort pointed with pride at his tomato plants. 
“My tomatoes are as big as Pete Moss’ cherry 
tomatoes, but mine were supposed to be those 
sandwich-sized Beefeater Tomatoes.”

Cicero urged Hort not to be discouraged.
“Oh, I’m not,” Hort replied. “I have an 

uncle named Greene Thumbb who used to 
have the same problem—but he worked hard 
and overcame it.

“Greene got so that he could must sit on his 
patio and, as he ate apples, corn, watermelon, 
and the like, he would just toss the seeds in his 
backyard.

“And, would you believe it? In only three 
years his once-bare backyard looked like a 
garbage dump!”

Favors baptizing preschoolers
Dear editor:

I disagree 100 percent with the article, 
“Tennessee pastor urges care in baptizing 
children” (May 4), and the two letters to the 
editor (June 15 and June 29).

I teach preschoolers in training union. If 
these children can’t be accepted to be baptized 
when the Lord calls them, then they shouldn’t 
even be allowed to hear the invitation in wor
ship service. And my work and all other 
teachers of preschoolers is in vain.

I believe if a pastor questions a child about 
his salvation, and he gives all the right an
swers, who can say that child doesn’t know 
what he is doing?

In Luke 18:16 Jesus said, “Suffer little chil
dren to come unto Me, and forbid them not; 
for of such is the kingdom of God.”

Evelyn Bennett
117 John D. St., Rt. 1 
Lavergne, TN 37086

A missionary dentist
Dear editor:

“I’m sorry, I can’t see any more.”
“We can’t take any more. We must go to 

another clinic in Roseau.”
Thus went the tender responses of mis

sionary dentist Carter Davis to requests made 
at a dental clinic in the remote villages of 
Grand Bay in Dominica. The clinic had gone 
for two and half days with about 300 patients 
being cared for. When it ended, about 200 
persons remained expecting that they too 
would be among those to be relieved of pain.

It is impossible to share a personal word 
with each patient about the love of God. A 
tract or a notice identifying the workers is 
about all that can be done.

In contrast to what the people might hear 
from a non-Christian dentist is the tender lov
ing concern of the Christian dentist called of 
God to bring relief to a needy people.

The old adage is true, “Actions speak 
louder than words.” My observation of Carter 
Davis in his work revealed both actions and 
words —and each was a testimony of his love 
and response to Jesus Christ.

In another part of the island in the capital 
city of Roseau, missionary Charlotte Davis 
was busy telling a story of “Christopher’s 
Smile.” In a country where most of the dental 
work consists of extracting teeth, Charlotte 
told 1,200 children in three schools how to 
care for their teeth, using a story she had writ
ten about a West Indian boy named Chris
topher. The story emphasized the love of God 
for the children and His desire for them to take 
■care of what He has created.

Thank God for Carter and Charlotte Davis,

Southern Baptist missionaries to the Wind
ward Islands.

Ken Casey
P.O. Box 174 GPO
Roseau, Dominca W.I.

Before appointment by the Foreign Mission 
Board, Carter and Charlotte Davis lived in 
Knoxville, where they were members of Wal
lace Memorial Church, (editor)

Origin of churches
Dear editor:

In regards to the recent discussion in “let
ters to the editor” as to the origin of New 
Testament churches, I submit the following 
facts:

The apostles, prophets, and teachers were 
in it before Pentecost (I Cor. 12:28).

It had an ordained ministry before Pente
cost (Mark 3:13).

It had the same gospel before Pentecost that 
it had after Pentecost (Mark 1:1 Matt. 24:14).

It had a commission to preach the gospel 
before Pentecost and did it (Matt. 10:7).

It had the authority to baptize before Pente
cost (John 4:2).

It had the Lord’s Supper before Pentecost 
(Heb. 2:12; Matt. 26:30; I Cor. 11:2, 18-20).

The keys to the kingdom were given to it 
before Pentecost (Matt. 6:19).

It had a rule of discipline before Pentecost 
(Matt. 18:16-18).

It had a church role before Pentecost with 
120 names on it (Acts 1:15).

It had a treasurer before Pentecost (John 
13:29).

It held an election before Pentecost (Acts 
1:15-26).

To this church there were added about 3.000 
on the day of Pentecost (Acts 2:42).

Jesus sang in the midst of the church before 
Pentecost (Matt. 26:30; Heb. 2:12).

Yours for better interpretation of the New 
Testament teaching.

Marvin E. Hines Sr.
120 Stone Mountain Rd. 
Clarksville, TN 37040

A

In studying your 14 Scripture passages, I note 
that the “it” in six of these refers specifically to 
“disciples” or the “12”; three make no specific 
reference; and only five mention “church.” Of 
these five, two are in the future tense, and two 
others were written after Pentecost to a specific 
church in Corinth. I suppose the real question 
is, “Were the 12 disciples an autonomous, or
ganized, local body of baptized believers?” 
(editor)

(Continued on page 13)
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HISTORICALLY
FROM THE FILES

pulpit (Tn 51
by Jim N. Griffith

50 YEARS AGO
Big Hatchie Association observed its 

100th anniversary at Woodland Church.- 
N. ML Stigler, pastor at Brownsville, 
was elected moderator; and W. H. 
Fourt of Ripley was re-elected clerk.

The first statewide GA houseparty 
was to be held at Tennessee College, 
Murfreesboro. Miss Victoria Logan, 
young people’s leader, and Miss Cor
nelia Rollow, young people’s field 
worker, were in charge of the activities.

A seminary professor completed a nationwide survey, interviewing hundreds of people to 
determine their excuses for not attending church.

Excuses offered were: “Churches are always lookingfor money.’’ (And why not? The Lord’s 
business was never intended to be a deficit operation.)

“I’m a pretty independentguy —I make my own decisions.’’ (Sounds as if he’d fit in most any 
Baptist church.)

However, of all the excuses I’ve heard, here are the choice ones: “I would come to church, 
but my growling stomach disturbs those around me.” (To this 275-pound absentee, my reply 
was that I didn’t know his stomach was ever empty enough to growl.)

“I can’t get out in the night air.” (Strange that the night air surrounding the church is more 
dangerous than the night air around a dozen other places.)

“I can’t attend church because my feet hurt.” (This was surprising in that this indolent fellow 
almost never stood on his feet at work, and at home his wife was the only one who ever put her 
foot down.)

25 YEARS AGO
Dan L. Lawler resigned as pastor of 

Harsh Chapel Church, Nashville, to be
come mission pastor of First Church, 
Milan.

Williams Chapel Church, Halls, dedi
cated its $13,000 brick building. W.B. 
Oakley of Dyersburg was pastor.

10 YEARS AGO
Durwood Howard was the new di

rector of church activities at Highland 
Heights Church, Memphis.

Howard J. Jones accepted the call as 
pastor of First Church, Linden. He had 
served as superintendent of missions of 
Maury and Alpha Associations for al
most eight years.

RETIREMENT HOTEL
In the Piedmont area of S. C. Rates start 
at $345.00 per month for room and 3 meals. 
Write for brochure

R. L. WATTS, AGENT 
For Retirement Hotels 
134 Dunnemann Ave. 

Charleston, S.C. 29403

Phone 278-7060Box 133
Dalton, Ga. 30720

Write or Call For Free Color Brochure

STEEPLES 
AND 

BAPTISTRIES

CUS TOM 
MADE 
PRODUCTS
INC

Bible Puzzle Answers on page 14

ACROSS

) 2 3 ^■4 5 6 7 8 19 10 11

12 13 14

15 16 17

18 19 20

21 22 23 24 25

fe6 27 28

29 30 31 32

33 34

35 fed 37 38 39 40

41 42 43 44

45 46
r

48 49 50

5) 62 53

1 Small mass
4 “children of —” 

(Gen. 19)
9 Surpass

12 “to an----- ” 
(Heb. 6)

14 An altazimuth
15 Elkanah’s home

(1 Sam. 2:11)
16 Mount (Judg. 3:3)
18 Race or strip
19 Magnanimous
20 O. T. book: abbr.
21 Beal and Bourbon: 

abbr.
22 Picture for glass
24 Help
26 “the - for fire” 

(Ezek. 24)
27 Lanseh: var.
29 Evil one

(1 Sam. 2:12)

32 Wet and spongy, 
as land

33 Man (1 Chron. 7:19)
34 “can no man — ”

(Jas. 3)
35 Support
36 Wife of Shaharaim

(1 Chron. 8:8)
38 White: comb, form
41 Unit of conductance
43 One and five: abbr.
44 Man (1 Chron. 7:12)
45 “—in sackcloth” 

(Luke 16)
47 Form
48 Half of a guffaw
49 “----- open”

(John 1)
51 Military monogram
52 Fall flower
53 Areas: abbr.

DOWN

1 “in a few —” 
(Heb. 13)

2 Separated
3 Deserter 

(2 Tim. 4:10)
4 Tree
5 Most Honorable: 

abbr.
6 Lay it aside 

(1 Pet. 2:1)
7 The ending 

(Rev. 1:8)
8 Bill
9 Land searched 

(Num. 13:2; poss.)
10 “utterly —” 

(Isa. 2)
11 Cook’s need
13 Inferior horse
17 Morning: abbr.
19 Liberty —
22 Metrical foot
23 So. American 

ruminant
25 Time period
26 East Indian herb
28 Land measure
29 Bookkeeper’s abbr.
30 Love them 

(Luke 6:27)
31 “did - it” (Rev. 21)
32 Planet
34 Clay pigeon
37 British princess: 

poss.
38 Place (Ezra 8:15)
39 Simon (Matt. 26:6)
40 British guns
42 Bible division: abbr.
44 Exclamation
45 Word in 

Confucianism
46 O. T. book: abbr.
47 Preacher’s forte: 

abbr.
50 Pronoun

CRYPTOVERSE

GJY XI NYI VJDZSP EHPS N TYHRI

Today’s Cryptoverse clue: J equals O .
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On Matters of

Family Living
By Dr. B. David Edens

Director, Marriage and Family Program 
Stephens College—Columbia, Missouri 65201 
On Matters of

Father's role reflects 
son's creative ability

Fathers who don’t play the conventional 
masculine role in the household seem to free 
their sons for creative thinking and activity, 
results of a small study suggest.

When fathers don’t project an “all man” 
image, their sons may not have as clear-cut a 
male pattern i to follow and therefore can ex
press more facets of their personality and pur
sue a wider range of interests, George Domino 
of Fordham University and Thomas N. Grant, 
St. John’s University, propose in Human Be
havior.

Psychological testing of the fathers of 31 
high school boys singled out for their creative 
endeavors and the fathers of 31 teenagers with 
comparable school grades but no unusual evi
dence of creativity showed that the fathers of 
the creative students “generally scored in a 
more feminine direction.” Their test scores 
“reflect a basic disposition to allow both mas
culine and feminine components of their per
sonality conscious expression,” Grant and 
Domino observe. For growing sons, the effect 
may be liberating.

Joint task force to recommend 
materials, programs for blind

NASHVILLE—A Task Force on Ministry to 
the Blind made up of representatives from the 
Home Mission Board and the Sunday School 
Board is currently working to complete rec
ommendations to the two boards by May 1979.

The task force grew out of a resolution pre
sented at the 1977 Southern Baptist Conven
tion.

Recommendations are expected to include 
suggestions of needed resources, a plan for 
promoting ministry with the blind, and 
suggested education activities, including a 
possible workshop in 1980. (BSSB)
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Poll taken at June's SBC shows 
most Baptists support Carter

ATLANTA—Nearly two-thirds of 1,307 
Southern Baptists polled at the annual na
tional meeting of the Southern Baptist Con
vention in June expressed approval of the 
overall performance of President Jimmy Car
ter, according to syndicated columnist Lester 
Kinsolving, who conducted the poll.

Kinsolving reported his poll of messengers 
to the convention in his column, “Inside Reli
gion,” distributed via McNaught Syndicate 
Inc., New York.

He said more than half of those interviewed, 
who comprise about one-tenth of one percent 
of the 13-million-member denomination, re
plied they would vote for President Carter, 
rather than either former President Ford or 
former California Gov. Ronald Reagan.

But more than half of those polled ex
pressed disapproval of Carter’s support of the 
Panama Canal Treaties, while less than one- 
third felt their fellow Southern Baptist has 
kept his campaign promises more than other 
presidents.

The poll included 173 persons from Georgia, 
Carter’s home state and the host state for the 
SBC meeting. Others polled came from the 
District of Columbia and 29 other states, in
cluding Tennessee.

Messengers of voting age were interviewed

(four of the most foolish words in the English language.)

There are a lot of recent high school graduates and 
young people today, who think going to college is a waste of 
time. Some of these very people will think nothing of spending 
five hours in the evening watching television.

Belmont College wants to ask your help in reaching 
these young people. We want to tell them about all of the
challenging courses that we offer in a Christian 
environment. So, parents, and grandparents, 
please give this ad to a college age young person 
today. Registration for fall semester is on 
August 23 so there’s still time to apply.
This coupon will bring them, or you, the j 
full story on what Belmont 
has to offer.

School of Business 
Belmont Boulevard 
Nashville, TN 37203 

at random in the corridors just off the conven
tion floor, Kinsolving said, usually in groups 
of four to eight.

They were asked:
(1) “The performance of Jimmy Carter as 

president”: Approve 65 percent; Disapprove 
20 percent; Undecided 15 percent.

(2) “President Carter’s support of the 
Panama Canal treaties:” Approve 33 percent; 
Disapprove 52 percent; Undecided 15 percent.

(3) “Does President Carter keep his cam- • 
paign promises?”: More than other presidents 
31 percent; Less than other presidents 11 per
cent; Undecided 58 percent.

(4) “If the election of a president were to be 
held tomorrow instead of 1980 and Carter 
were running against either Ford or Reagan, 
would you vote”: For Carter 55 percent; 
Against Carter 40 percent; Undecided 5 per
cent. (BP)
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BSSB plans two seminars 
for church librarians

NASHVILLE—Two identical seminars on 
advanced classification and cataloging for di
rectors of church media centers and libraries 
will be conducted this fall.

On Oct. 9-13, the seminar will be at North
wood Baptist Church in West Palm Beach, 
and on Oct. 30-Nov. 3, the same seminar will 
be conducted at the Church Program Training 
Center in the Sunday School Board, Nash
ville.

Topics to be covered include the Dewey 
Decimal Classification system, filing catalog 
cards, general reference, and cross-reference 
cards, cataloging audiovisual and miscellane
ous media, and developing a staff and system 
for processing. (BSSB)

Culbert§op and Company^ invites your

INDICATION OF INTEREST

$2,500,000.00

OF FIRST MORTGAGE BONDS TO BE ISSUED BY

FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH
Garland, Texas

Anticipated Issue Date: July 10, 1978
Interest Rates Will Be Set At:

8%-8.5%-8.8%-9%-9.2%-9.5%-9.8%-10%
To Mature Serially Through Fifteen Years

Organized in 1868, the church has a membership over 3:700. An 
additional three buildings will be added to its complex. Collateral 
securing these bonds will be in excess of $6,000,000.

This announcement is neither an offer to sell nor a solicitation of an offer to buy. The 
offer is made by prospectus only.

Jll Culbertgoii and Company'
L ! I INVESTMENT BANKERS

’4^8 Continental Life Building 
Fort Worth, Texas 76102

Member: National Association of Securities Dealers, Inc.

A. B. Culbertson and Co.
1408 Continental Life Building
Fort Worth, Texas 76102

Please send me information on the bonds when issued by First Baptist 
Church, Garland, Texas.

Name ___________________________________________

Street _______________________________________________________

City, State,Zip_________________________________________________

Cry of dereliction
By Herschel H. Hobbs

“My God, tny God, why hast thou forsaken 
me?"—Matthew 27:46

There was darkness over the land from noon 
until 3:00 p.m. It was out of this darkness that 
our Lord made this cry. And as we read it, we 
should remove our shoes. For this is holy 
ground, the Holy of Holies of Christ’s suffer
ing.

The depth of its meaning is such that we 
cannot fathom it. This cry is the opening verse 
of Psalm 22. But Jesus did more than simply 
quote Scripture. He cried out of the deep 
agony of His soul. In my judgment, at this 
point He drank the last bitter dregs of the 
“cup” which the Father offered Him. He be
came, no sinful, but sin for our sakes (2 Cor. 
5:21).

In the gospels in every other instance, when 
the Father looked upon His Son, it was with 
pleasure (cf. Matt. 3:17; 17:5). But now He 
was made sin on our behalf. A holy God can
not look with pleasure on sin. So for a moment 
the Father turned His eyes from His Son. It 
was for only a moment. But in that moment 
Jesus suffered the agonies of the doomed and 
dammed who are separated from God. It was 
the infinite God suffering infinitely for the infi
nite guilt of finite men.

The beginning of sin is to forsake God. The 
end of sin is to be God—for saken. As one has 
said, Jesus was forsaken by the Father that we 
need never to be forsaken by Him.

Who among us has not at some time come to 
the outskirts of reason in physical, mental, or 
spiritual suffering—only to ask “Why?” We 
can find comfort in knowing that we are not 
the first, neither shall we be the last to utter 
this cry. Most of all—our Savior asked it. But 
note that He directed His question to God. We 
may think we are in a blind alley from which 
there is no escape. But following the example 
of Jesus, we can know that sometime, some
where, we will understand. In the meantime 
let us lay our questions in the lap of God.

Baptist church damaged 
during Beirut fighting

BEIRUT, Lebanon—Badarro Street Baptist 
Church, associated with Southern Baptist 
mission work, was damaged during a recent 
outbreak of fighting in Beirut, Lebanon.

The church was the first one damaged since 
the two-year-long civil war ended in 1976. The 
latest skirmish involved Syrian peace-keeping 
forces and Christian militia. No missionaries 
were injured.

According to Finlay M. Graham, Southern 
Baptist Foreign Mission Board field represen
tative for the Middle East, missionaries in 
Lebanon have “a very high morale,” and 
those currently in the United States plan to 
return to Lebanon on schedule. Local Baptists 
have used the Badarro Street Church’s base
ment as a bomb shelter.

A hospital operated by another Christian 
organization was slightly damaged during the 
conflict, but no one was hurt. (BP)
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Devotional

The fear of God
By John T. Leeson III

Could it be that there is too much emphasis 
on being a “buddy” of the Lord and not 
enough emphasis on worshiping a Holy God?

Yes, I am afraid there 
is. Familiarity is the 
order of the day. But 
the Scriptures say, 
“Blessed is the man 
that feareth the Lord, 
that delighteth 
greatly in His com
mandments” (Psalm 
112:1). A concor
dance check shows 
the word “fear” has 
different shades of

Leeson meaning depending
on the context. Where “fear” relates to man’s 
relation to God, it generally means reverential 
trust or reverential awe, the emphasis being on 
reverent.

The Wednesday night supper, the athletic 
events, the hurried committee meetings, and 
similar activities are not inherently evil. But 
one would hardly consider such an ideal prep
aration for a Wednesday night prayer meeting 
where we should kneel in awe in the presence 
of the eternal and Holy God (Hebrews 12:28).

Significantly, the growth and peace of the 
early disciples were related to the fear of the 
Lord, “Then had the churches rest . . . and 
were edified; and walking in the fear of the 
Lord, and in the comfort of the Holy ghost 
were multiplied” (Acts 9:31).

These were different people. Rather than 
conforming to the standards of the world, they 
were a living testimony to the blessedness of 
conforming to God’s standards. Their goal and 
interest was not in being contemporary but in 
being holy and giving witness to the all suffi
ciency of the true and living God.

Do the new forms of “worship” so preva
lent today bless the worshiper and glorify 
God?

“Blessed in every one that feareth the 
Lord” (Psalm 128:1).

Leeson, a layman, is a member of First Church, Mt. 
Juliet, and he is also a member of the Executive Board of 
the Tennessee Baptist Convention.

Baptists' adult educators 
elect Adams as president

ASHEVILLE, N.C.—Billy H. Adams of At
lanta was elected president of the Southern 
Baptist Adult Education Association at the 
association’s annual meeting in Asheville, 
N.C.

Adams, director of the Education Exten
sion Program of the Georgia Baptist Conven
tion, succeeds Walter Draughon, dean of Bap
tist Bible Institute at Graceville, Fla.

James Beasley of Stetson University, De
Land, Fla., was named vice-president, and 
Bob Johnson of the Southern Baptist Semi
nary Extension Department, Nashville, 
secretary-treasurer. (BP)
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Consultant stresses team work 
in ministry of bus outreach

GLORIETA, N.M.—Effective use of buses 
to reach people requires a team effort among 
bus workers and children’s Sunday School 
workers, D. Lewis White, Sunday School 
Board bus outreach consultant told bus work
ers here.

More letters
(Continued from page 9)

Names not necessary
Dear editor:

First, I would like to compliment Steve Hall 
on a well-written letter (July 6). He made sev
eral points that are well taken.

Second, I was puzzled by the editor’s re
sponse to his letter. I would suggest that when 
one makes statements about Southern Baptist 
“liberals,” these are labeled as generalities, 
but when names and proof are given, as in 
Harold Lindsell’s book The Battle for the Bi
ble, it is labeled as a “witch hunt.” Really, can 
you deny that a significant percentage (some
where near half) of the faculty of Southern and 
Southeastern seminaries have long since lost 
confidence in God’s Word and are teaching 
their skepticism to others? Names are not 
necessary; knowledgeable people recognize 
that this is so.

Finally, the best statement on the issue of 
inerrancy that I have read recently was from a 
book review by William W. Wells which ap
peared in Christianity Today (June 2). He said, 
“the conservative is reverent toward the text 
. . . because it is where God speaks to him. 
The doctrine of inerrancy is derivative; it is 
one way of articulating that basic attitude to
ward the Bible.”

The reluctance to let God speak to us has 
resulted in many nominal Christians among 
the ranks of Southern Baptists. This reluc
tance has primarily resulted from the lack of 
humility to place ourselves in subjection to 
God’s Word. Let us go back to the source of 
understanding, not with the jaundiced ear of 
skepticism, but with the open ear of faith. It 
could do us a world of good.

Chris Francis
Route 1, Box 9-A 
Heiskell, TN 37754

I agree completely with you last two para
graphs. Our attitude toward the Bible is as im
portant as our acceptance of its authority.

The chapter on Southern Baptists in 
Lindsell’s book makes charges against two pro
fessors who are teaching at SBC seminaries. 
Even if I accept his book as “infallible,” this is 
not a “significant percentage somewhere near 
half’ of these faculties, (editor)

Last year 6,801 Southern Baptist churches 
reported a bus outreach program with an aver
age of 210,536 persons riding each Sunday. 
About 90 to 95 percent of the riders are chil
dren, White said.

Texas, Florida, Missouri, and Tennessee 
had the largest number of churches reporting 
bus outreach programs.

White and two pastors with extensive expe
rience in bus ministry, Norman H. Ford and 
Lawson Jolly Jr., identified several ways to 
strengthen team relationships among workers.

Ford is pastor of Bristol Street Church, 
Santa Ana, Calif. In 1969, Ford’s church, 
Woodland Drive Church, Visalia, Calif., was 
one of the first in the state to become involved 
in bus ministry.

While associate pastor of Calvary Church, 
Clearwater, Fla., Jolly directed a bus ministry 
that reached 300 persons per week. He is now 
pastor of West Flagler Park Church, Miami.

“Invite Sunday School workers as guests to 
Saturday bus meetings and to go with you to 
visit persons on your route,” said Jolly. He 
also suggested that bus workers visit in the 
Sunday School departments where children 
on their buses attend and that bus workers 
might hold an appreciation banquet for Sun
day School workers.

Ford said bus workers should visit Sunday 
School planning meetings.' “If you show a 
genuine interest in Sunday School, this will 
help you to work together in reaching chil
dren.”

White urged workers to reach children not 
presently involved in any Sunday School. 
“We’re not in the business of stealing boys 
and girls from one church bus to another.”

To be a workable outreach tool, White said 
a church must have workers who know how to 
fill a bus each week and what to do with the 
children when they arrive at the church. “If a 
church cannot do both, it is not ready to be in 
bus outreach,” White said.

Also, White said workers should continu
ally seek to reach parents of bus children. 
“Without apology we want to reach the whole 
family.”

In addition to children, White said some bus 
ministries are beginning to reach senior adults. 
(BSSB)

CHURCH FURNITURE 
by LINDSEY
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CLASSROOM EQUIPMENT

PHONE 615-762-2249

BOX 429
LAWRENCEBURG, TENN. 38464
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UNIFORM SERIES
Lesson for Sunday, July 23

Confronting vested interests
By Paul D. Brewer 

Chairman of the Humanities Division 
Carson-Newman College, Jefferson City

Basic Passage: Acts 18:18-19:41 
Focal Passage: Acts 19:23-28; 35-39

In 19:20 Luke marks a division in the book 
of Acts with his oft used formula “so mightily 
grew the word of God and prevailed.’’ He 

follows with a para
graph (19:21-22) 
which declares Paul’s 
purpose: “I mustalso 
see Rome.” The 
“must” declares the 
great missionary 
thrust to the world 
led by Paul. Rome 
was the strategic cen
ter from w'hich could 
lead highways to the 
whole world. On 
these highways, the 

gospel could be carried by converted mer
chants, soldiers, and businessmen of all kinds. 
From this point in Acts, the trip to Jerusalem 
and then to Rome overshadows all other inter
ests.

The lesson today is set in Ephesus as Paul 
prepares to leave the city in order to revisit the 
churches in Macedonia and Achaia, go to 
Jerusalem, and then journey to Rome. The 
growing rift between the Jewish and Gentile 
believers was a matter of deep concern to him.

BIBLE PUZZLE PAGE 
ANSWERS

“For ye are bought with a price” 
(1 Cor. 6:20).

FIBER GLASS BAPTISTRIES 
Repair Old and Build New

Call 373-0710 or Write 
ASHBAUGH FIBER GLASS 

P.O. Box 22894, Nashville, Tenn. 37202

In order to try and heal the rift, he planned to 
collect a love offering from the Gentile 
churches for the Jerusalem church. When the 
responsibility of delivering the offering was 
discharged, he then would feel free to go to 
Rome.

Religion and the Dollar Bill: Acts 19:23-28
In this lesson Luke tells of a dramatic inci

dent in Paul’s life which weaves together the 
three areas of religion, state, and business. 
Ephesus in Paul’s day would be comparable to 
Mecca or Rome today. It was the center for 
the worship of Diana, or Artemis, a goddess 
of fertility. The great temple built in her honor 
was about four times the size of the Parthenon 
at Athens. It was a masterpiece of Greek ar
chitecture and was one of the seven wonders 
of the ancient world.

This temple made Ephesus one of the main 
stops on the tourist circuit. Since tourists and 
pilgrims spend a great deal of money, the city 
had become a banking center. With the influx 
of wealth came political power, and Ephesus 
outstripped rival cities to become the capital 
of Asia.

The hottest selling item on the religious 
trinket market was a small silver image of Di
ana. Silversmithing was booming. Paul ar
rived and preached that gods made with hands 
were rather meaningless, and silver stock took 
a sudden plunge. The drop in business created 
a crisis, and the silversmiths had a high level 
strategy meeting.

A person named Demetrius, a shrewd, 
slick-talking business man, took over the 
meeting and offered his plan of action. His 
recipe for stirring up a riot can hardly be im
proved on. He suggested that they appeal ba
sically to the love of gain but to hide the appeal 
behind patriotic and religious language. Thus, 
the rioter would no longer understand his own

BAPTIST AND REFLECTOR 
brings you news first

CHURCH FURNITURE 
From Factory to Church 

RAINSVILLE CHURCH PEW 
COMPANY

Route No. 1, Box 405
Rainsville, Ala. 35986 

Phone 205-638-2467 or 638-3882 
Also we upholster old pews.

motives but would become a patriotic hero in 
his own eyes and a defender of the faith. By 
insisting that Paul was bad for religion and 
business, they could have a demonstration, 
pep rally, and riot all in one.

Luke gives us a picture of how a cultural 
religion cannot be separated from business in
terests. The cry is that what’s good for busi
ness is good for religion and vice versa. In our 
nation Christmas and Easter seasons have be
come days of great business. Hymns of the 
incarnation and resurrection blare forth from 
every corner on blatantly materialistic holi
days. When the church joins this parade, it 
reflects the cultural values around and loses 
itself. The church must reclaim the meaning of 
the incarnation and resurrection and show that 
a person’s highest allegiance is to God, not to 
the values of this culture. Christianity is not 
necessarily good for business because the 
higher goals of honesty and justice may be 
contrary to any given businessman’s values. 
In fact, Jesus taught His disciples that too 
much dependence on the goods of this world 
can divert a person from God.

Religion and the State: Acts 19:35-39

Whipped into a frenzy by the shrewd manip
ulation of Demetrius, the mob moved to the 
theater searching for victims. They located 
two of Paul’s companions but could not find 
Paul. Utter confusion reigned until the town 
clerk restored order. The town clerk was the 
city official who kept records of all the as
semblies of the citizens and was the executive 
who enforced all local ordinances. He was a 
combination of country judge, mayor, and 
record keeper.

In a very sensible speech, he reminds the 
citizens that their seat of worship has not been 
destroyed and that the Christians have not 
been blasphemous in attacking the Ephesian 
wofship. What he really says is that Ephesus is 
a nice town and word of a riot would not look 
good in Rome. He was not a religious man 
himself but was interested in civil order. He 
points out the fact that there are courts to deal 
with trade disputes and the assembly to deal 
with town matters. He also points out that 
Ephesus might lose its freedom unless they 
could explain the riot. All in all, the town clerk 
was an admirable man.

The interesting point here is that the action 
of the town clerk brings the state-church ques
tion into sharp focus. The most tragic thing 
that can happen to any religion is for it to be 
taken under the wing of the state. When that 
happens, the state invariably uses religion to 
accomplish its own aims. When the church 
questions the state, the state responds with 
persecution as Hitler did in Nazi Germany. 
The church is in graver danger when the state 
controls it than when persecuted by the state. 
The United States’ doctrine of separation 
means that no branch of religion can be shown 
partiality. This has proven to be the best ap
proach, and Baptists should always be careful 
to see that it is maintained. We may be so 
spoiled by our history that we lose this rela
tionship through indifference. Any freedom 
has to be maintained and guarded in order to 
survive.
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LIFE AND WORK SERIES
Lesson for Sunday, July 23

The new life in Christ
By Lee Prince, Senior Minister

Union Avenue Baptist Church, Memphis

Passage: Colossians 3:1-14
Passage: Colossians 3:1-14

Prince
can live a “new life”

want a new life. We want to improve, 
to change.

Cott reports there are more than 27, 
960 known diet plans 
and weight control 
methods published in 
the United States.

We want to be re
made.

At last count there 
were more than 230 
different schools of 
psychotherapy offer
ing to help people.

We want to be re
made.

Paul reminds us we
because we have been

raised to that new life with Christ (Col. 3:1).

seldom “good neighbors” to folks we don’t 
know or don’t like. Our anger and hateful feel
ings put-down other people. With our words 
and attitudes, we bring sorrow to many lives 
we touch. Our old self is selfish and destruc
tive. We must put on the new self with Christ 
(V. 8-9).

The homemaker opened the front door to 
the knock of a strange, looking traveler. The 
traveler asked, “Does God live in your 
heart?” The homemaker, unsure of what to 
say, turned to her husband, reading his paper 
in the den. The husband said, “Tell him we are 
active church members!” The wife sputtered, 
“He didn’t ask about that.” Husband, “Tell 
him we are church workers. You teach in the 
Sunday School, and I’m a Baptist deacon!” 
The wife shook her head, “But he asked if God 
lives in my heart!”

Our sense of identity as the “people of 
God” should fill us with pride. To be loved and 
chosen by God marks us as special. We can 
walk on any street, ride down any road, stand 
in any crowd, and know we are a part of the 
“people of God.” That’s not a man made 
honor, it’s a God given opportunity.

Our new focus means we actually put on a 
new life style. We turn away from the old 
desire to control others. We learn to be inter
ested in people. Putting on compassion, kind
ness, humility, gentleness, and patience is our 
way of saying, “Because I’m a new person in 
Christ, I treat you as a special person, too. 
Now my goals are to help and serve people. I 
refuse to use you, twist, and bend you to meet 
my old selfish ways” (V. 12b-14).

Being helpful, forgiving, and loving must be 
more than words.

When the famous Spanish patriot, Roman 
Narvaez, lay dying the local priest made a 
visit. The priest asked Narvaez if he wanted to 
forgive his enemies before he died. Narvaez 
shifted in his bed and motioned for the priest to 
come closer.

“I have a confession to make about my 
enemies.’’ Narvaez paused to catch his 
breath, then continued, “I don’t have any 
enemies. I shot them all!”

We must not allow ourselves to be hooked 
on a type of moral superiority that suggests we 
believe in a “bootstrap religion.”

The only way we can be individuals with a 
new focus and a new life is through the power 
of Christ in us.

New Focus of Our Life (V. 2-4)

We are responsible for the focus of our life. 
We move in the direction of our goals and 
hopes.

Our new focus means we plan to “fix” our 
minds on those things that will last beyond this 
world (V. 2-3).

When we have some free time, our minds 
shift to the area of our greatest interest. The 
focus of our thinking indicates the direction of 
our life.

Our new focus means we know “there’s a 
great day coming.” All the problems, pres
sures, and fears of today can be faced because 
we know there will be “more” joy for us when 
we share His Glory (V.4).

Abandon Our Old Self (V. 5-9)

The call to Christian development is both a 
call to drop the old self as well as cultivate the 
new self.

We are urged by Paul to “put to death” our 
selfish interests which build only on short term 
satisfactions. As we read verse 5, we must be 
careful not to think of these sins as the sins of 
someone else. We do yield to the call of short
termjoys at the price of long-term satisfaction 
(V. 5-7).

There’s nothing wrong with “short-term” 
joys if they bring glory to God. It’s O.K. for us 
to be good to ourselves, if we move in the will 
of God.

Our attitudes toward others need correc
tion. We are selfish and destructive. We are

Cultivate Our New Self (V. 10-14)

OurnewselfisagiftofGod to us. We put on 
the new self.

As a new person, we look for a life with a 
larger world view. We look beyond the limits 
of our community, our experience, and our 
culture. Being new in Christ makes us a world 
citizen. The artificial boundries which divide 
people are removed from our life (V. 11, 12).

We do not allow ourselves the selfish at
titude that says we alone are blessed of God. 
We avoid being spiritual-snobs. We resist the 
temptation of thinking only “Our kind of 
folks” know the Lord.

We must always stress the right of each 
individual to develop his personal relation
ship with the living God. To us they may ap
pear as folks who break the rules, as barbar
ians, and savages. However, we are all equal 
distance from the love, forgiveness, and grace 
of God. From the “Whitehouse” to the 
“Work-house” every individual must meet 
God face to face. We cannot judge the quality 
of the human-divine relationship, that’s God’s 
business.

3 Buses For Sale
One 1969 Ford, 54 passenger, new 

motor, good bus.
One 1967 Chevrolet, 54 passenger, 

new motor, power steering, two- 
speed rear axle.

One 1965 International, 30 passenger, 
good bus.
Call Clarence Kirk, 615-762-2729

To change or correct 
your address

Attach in this space your address label 
found on the back page of your latest 
copy of the Baptist and Reflector. 
Please give your new address below— 
including your zip code. When chang
ing address, please give two weeks 
notice. Please write, do not call ad
dress changes to insure accuracy.

All correspondence relating 
to your subscription
should be accompanied by your address 
label. If you are receiving duplicate 
copies, please send both labels.

Address all requests to:
BAPTIST AND REFLECTOR 

Post Office Box 347 
Brentwood, Tennessee 37027

Name ........................................................
please print

Address ......................................................

City ............................................................

State....................... Zip Code..................
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MANAGUA, Nicaragua — 
Members of a Texas choir group 
rescued a Los Angeles couple 
who had been assaulted, dumped 
into a ravine, and left for dead in 
the mountains near Managua July 
7.

Doug Holtzinger and his wife 
Betsy were on a backpacking trip 
through Central America when 
they missed a bus connection to 
Managua. They arranged trans
portation in what they thought 
was a taxi but learned later was a 
private car.

The driver and two other pas
sengers, taking longer than the 
usual hour and a half trip requires, 
apparently bypassed Managua. 
When the Holtzingers expressed 
concern, the driver reportedly 
feigned car trouble.

When he stopped the car, the 
three men got out, opened the 
door, and shot Holtzinger twice in 
the head and once in a hand. He 
was also injured by a camping 
knife the attackers pulled from his 
wife who was trying to defend 
him.
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They pulled the couple from the car, robbed 
them, threw them into a ravine, and fled.

Mrs. Holtzinger, who was apparently not 
wounded, later climbed from the ravine and 
ran, screaming, into the Mt. Olive Baptist En
campment where members of the North Rich
land Hills Baptist Church choir from Fort 
Worth, Tex., was staying during a mission 
trip.

Several men returned to the ravine and 
pulled Holtzinger to safety. A nurse accom
panying the choir administered first aid and 
arranged to transport the couple to Baptist 
Hospital, Managua, aboard the choir’s char
tered bus.

Holtzinger was listed in critical condition 
and was flown by air ambulance to the United 
States. Nicaraguan police are investigating the 
incident. (BP)
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