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MR. AND MRS. BENNY PETTY 
Missionaries to Hong Kong

FMB names Tennessean 
to teach in Hong Kong

Benny L. Petty, a native of Selmer, was 
among 30 persons named as missionaries dur
ing the November meeting of the Southern 
Baptist Foreign Mission Board in Richmond, 
Va.

Petty will serve as a college teacher in Hong 
Kong. He currently is a teaching assistant at 
the University of Texas at Arlington, where he 
is working toward a master’s degree in En
glish.

A graduate of Union University, Jackson, 
Petty attended Southwestern Baptist Theolog
ical Seminary, Fort Worth, Tex. He served as 
a summer missionary in the Cumberland Gap 
Association under the Tennessee Baptist 
Sunday School department. He taught at 
Bethel Springs (Tenn.) Junior High School.

Petty considers Gravel Hill Church, Ramer, 
as his home church.

Mrs. Petty is a native of Texas and is a 
graduate of Mary-Hardin-Baylor College, Bel
ton, Tex., and Southwestern Baptist Semi
nary.

Both are former Southern Baptist mission
ary journeymen; he was in Hong Kong/ 
Macao, and she was in Taiwan.

Another of the 31 new missionaries has a 
Tennessee tie.

Larry Baker, a candidate for the doctor of 
ministries degree at Vanderbilt University, 
Nashville, will teach theology in Ecuador. He 
currently is pastor of Pleasant Hill Baptist 
Church, Hopkinsville, Ky., which is the 
hometown of both Baker and his wife.

Baker is a graduate of Murray (Ky.) State 
(Continued on page 5)

FMB appointments set record; 
Indonesia missions threatened

RICHMOND, Va.—The Southern Baptist 
Foreign Mission Board continued to appoint 
missionaries at a record pace in November, 
but heard a report that new government edicts 
may pose a threat to work in Indonesia, one of 
its most responsive mission fields.

Board members strengthened Southern 
Baptists’ overseas force by approving 31 new 
missionaries and reappointing four mis
sionaries. Two of the reappointments were 
effective immediately, bringing the total addi
tions for the year to 329—an increase of 50 
over the record 279 approved last year. 
Another appointment service is scheduled in 
December.

William R. Wakefield, secretary for South
east Asia who had just returned from In
donesia, said that two new edicts by In
donesia’s minister of religion, if fully im
plemented, would prohibit witnessing to any 
person who already has another religion and 
would require missionaries to train Indone
sians to replace them within two years.

Although a majority of Indonesia’s 140- 
million people are Muslims, Southern Baptists 
have had “almost unlimited freedom” to do 
evangelistic work since the board’s first mis
sionaries arrived there in 1951, Wakefield 
said. A total of 112 missionaries are now as
signed to the southeast Asian country. The 
Association of Indonesian Baptist Churches 
reported 103 churches and 222 preaching 
points with 14,422 members at the end of 1977.

The new decrees, issued in August but ap
parently not made public until October, have 
aroused strong protest from the Indonesian

SBC missionaries remain in Iran, 
keep watch on Teheran situation

TEHERAN, Iran—Southern Baptist mis
sionaries in this riot-torn capital are staying in 
their homes as much as possible but are keep
ing close touch with the American embassy in 
case it becomes necessary for them to leave 
the country.

James F. Kirkendall, field representative 
for South Asia stationed in Teheran, reported 
in a telephone conversation early Nov. 6 that 
the city had been quieter in the past few hours. 
He told J.D. Hughey, the Southern Baptist 
Foreign Mission Board’s area secretary for 
Europe, the Middle East and South Asia, that 
the missionaries would leave if advised to do 
so. Southern Baptist missionaries will depart 
with groups employed by American business 
firms in Iran if the need arises.

Newspaper accounts said the crowds

Council of Churches and from Roman 
Catholics. Wakefield said that a key Indone
sian Baptist leader has requested that there be 
“no confrontation on our part on the basis of 
the decrees, but that continued personal at
tempts be made to get the decrees softened in 
their implementation.”

“Except for scattered incidents,’’ 
Wakefield added, “we have been able to con
tinue our work as usual. Also, at the present 
time we have visas pending for newly- 
appointed missionaries, and we anticipate 
favorable action since the government has not 
yet refused visas to new missionaries.”

Before the decrees were issued Baptist mis
sionaries were taking steps to “accelerate and 
strengthen the process” of turning more re
sponsibility in Baptist work over to the Na
tional Baptist Convention. “I feel that this 
move is especially significant in light of these 
decrees,” Wakefield said.

Wakefield emphasized that the implications 
of the new edicts are not completely clear, but 
he asked board members “to join me in pray
ing that some way will be found so that the 
gospel can continue to be proclaimed in effec
tive ways in Indonesia.”

In other actions, the board appropriated 
$38,000 from relief funds and $34,000 from 
hunger funds to aid disaster and war victims.

As part of the meeting, the board’s search 
committee met for the first time and issued a 
call for prayer support from Southern Baptists 
as it seeks a successor to Baker J. Cauthen 
who will retire as the board’s executive direc
tor at the end of 1979. (BP)

shouted anti-American slogans, burned the 
British embassy, and attempted to burn the 
American embassy during the riots.

Southern Baptist missionaries in Teheran 
include Mr. and Mrs. Kirkendall and one son; 
Mr. and Mrs. Henry E. Turlington; and 
Michael Joe Sowder, missionary journeyman 
doing youth and music work in Teheran. Tur
lington plans to continue his work as 
scheduled, including guiding a group of his. 
church members on a trip to Israel if travel is 
advisable.

Missionaries Mr. and Mrs. Kenneth Glenn 
and their three children are in Ahwaz, Iran, 
several hundred miles south of Teheran. A 
volunteer, Hubert Williams, is stationed in 
Shiraz, still farther south of the troubled capi
tal city. (BP)



New church added 
in Bradley meet

Messengers to Bradley County Association 
voted to accept Beacon Baptist Church into 
the fellowship of the association at its annual 
meeting last month.

In other action, messengers appointed a 
new office building committee and a commit
tee to study and recommend possible options 
for the association’s camp. A budget of 
$53,570.27 was approved.

Officers elected include: moderator Leon 
Riddle, pastor of Oak Grove Church and 
vice-moderator Bryon Gibson, pastor of First 
Church in Charleston.

Bob Bell, the chairman of evangelism, re
ported 580 baptisms in the association, a gain 
of 48 over last year.

Next year’s sessions are scheduled to be 
held Oct. 22-23 at Ridgeview, Michigan Av
enue, and Candies Creek Churches.

McCall reported recovering 
from coronary operation

LOUISVILLE, Ky.— Duke K. McCall, 
president of Southern Baptist Theological 
Seminary, is expected to have a complete re
covery following an operation here Nov. 4 to 
correct a blocked artery.

Physicians have said that McCall should re
turn to full business activities in about 90 days, 
and that this general health may be even better 
than before, as a result of the coronary-bypass 
procedure. It is McCall’s first hospitalization 
in his 27 years as president.

As provided by trustee bylaws, McCall has 
named Roy L. Honeycutt, provost and dean of 
the school of theology, to serve as acting pres
ident during his convalescence. (BP)
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RIVERSIDE OFFICERS—Officers elected to 
serve in Riverside Association for the coming 
year are: front row, left to right, T. L. Peter
man, Velma Peterman, and Buddy Jarrell; sec
ond row, Charles Goble and Dan Lawler; third 
row, Louis Wilson and William Pete Mullins. 
Wilson is director of missions.

Riverside Association 
holds 91st annual meet

The 91st annual meeting of Riverside As
sociation of Southern Baptists was held last 
month at Moodyville and Allons Churches in 
that association.

William Pete Mullins, Byrdstown pastor, 
was elected moderator; and Charles Goble, 
Clarkrange pastor, was chosen as vice
moderator. The treasurer and assistant trea
surer are Mr. and Mrs. T. L. Peterman. Dan 
Lawler, Etter pastor, was re-elected as clerk; 
and Buddy Jarrell, Fellowship pastor, is assis
tant clerk. Last year’s moderator was Donald 
C. Pharris, pastor of First Church in 
Livingston.

First Church, Rickman and Clarkrange 
Church are scheduled to host the 1979 annual 
sessions on Oct. 19-20, according to Louis R. 
Wilson, director of missions.

Tennessee VaHey messengers 
select Hudson as moderator

Tennessee Valley Association messengers 
elected David Hudson as moderator of that 
association recently. Hudson, pastor of Salem 
Church, succeeds David Lyles, pastor of Wolf 
Creek Church.

Other officers elected were: vice-moderator 
Jim Simerly, a member of First Church in 
Spring City; treasurer Jim Roberts, a member 
of First Church in Dayton; and clerk Mrs. J.M. 
Roberts.

Ben Walker is director of missions in Ten
nessee Valley Association.

Loudon church calls Sherwood
E.M. Sherwood began a new ministry at 

Blairland Church in Loudon last month. He 
was pastor of Dixie Lee Church in Lenoir 
City.

Dedication ceremonies 
held at Candies Creek

Members of Candies Creek Church in Char
leston held special services recently to dedi
cate new and enlarged facilities, according to 
church pastor, Edward Futrell.

The day’s activities, which also included 
homecoming, consisted of special thanksgiv
ing service, dinner on the ground, and after
noon dedication service.

Plans for the building were drawn by 
Richard Bird. Glen Poteet was the contractor. 
Cost of enlargements and improvements was 
$33,000. £ ;

Futrell said that the auditorium now has a 
seating capacity of 350, compared with 180 in 
the former facilities. Five classrooms were 
added. A new steeple was designed and built 
by Milton Hooper. The church is in the pro
cess of developing a three-acre family park 
behind the church which will include a lighted 
amphitheatre for outdoor concerts.

The 144-year-old church was organized in 
the home of Robert S. Mahan in 1834.

Church construction underway 
after fire destroys building

Construction began this month on church , 
facilities for new Salem Church in Weakley 
County Association. A fire on Sept. 9 de
stroyed the church auditorium, seven Sunday 
School rooms, and baptistry.

According to Pastor Glenn Cooley, the fire 
began in a window air conditioner. No one was 
in the building.

The church has $33,000 in insurance, but it 
will cost nearly $50,000 to rebuild the struc
ture, according to James E. Humphreys Jr., 
Weakley County director of missions. Hum
phreys added that the executive board of the 
association voted this month to ask churches 
within the association to help with gifts toward 
construction. At least three churches have 
donated $800, he said.
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Campbell County holds meeting
Harlan Reynolds, pastor of First Church, 

LaFollette, was re-elected as moderator for 
Campbell County Association at its annual 
meeting last month.

The association’s other officers, also re
elected, were: vice-moderator Barry Wood, 
pastor of First Church, Jacksboro; treasurer 
Victor Henegar, a member of Indiana Avenue 
Church in LaFollette; and clerk Linda Cor
dell, a member of Calvary Church in LaFol
lette. | !
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Church announces election 
of Jimmie Rogers as pastor

Harmony Church, Jonesboro, called Jim
mie C. Rogers as pastor last month. He is 
already on the new church field, coming from 
North Side Church in Watauga Association. .

He is a former pastor of Telford Church in 
Holston Association and Antioch Church in 
Gainesville, Fla.
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BSSB to return KJV 
to 'Life and Work'

NASHVILLE—The Sunday School Board 
of the Southern Baptist Convention will return 
to the use of two versions of Scripture— 
including the King James—in four periodicals 
of the Life and Work Series beginning in Oc
tober 1979. The other version used will vary 
from lesson to lesson.

The decision to return the parallel columns 
of Scripture was made following a substantial 
number of letters and calls from many areas of 
the country expressing concern when the King 
James Version was deleted in the October 
1978 issues of Adult Bible Teacher, Young 
Adult Bible Study, Adult Bible Study, and 
Senior Adult Bible Study.

October 1979 is the earliest possible date to 
make the change in the quarterlies because of 
the printing schedule for the periodicals. The 
January through September periodicals of 
1979 are already in production.

President Grady Cothen said, “The Sunday 
School Board holds as a constant objective the 
meeting of the needs of our people. Sometimes 
we read their needs and desires inaccurately, 
but they are always ready to show us our er
ror.

The change in the Life and Work Series to 
the single contemporary translation accom
panied the October introduction of the Bible 
Book Series, which uses King James almost 
exclusively. In addition, the third major series 
of periodicals, the Convention Uniform 
Series, prints the King James Version as the 
basic text. (BP)

Hall

HCBA trustees elect 
Hall as new chairman

William F. Hall, former Harrison- 
Chilhowee Baptist Academy teacher and 
Tennessee pastor, was elected chairman of the

HCBA Board of 
Trustees at its meet
ing Oct. 24 on the 
academy campus in 
Seymour.

Hall taught at the 
academy for 44 
years, while serving 
as pastor of Baptist 
churches in the area. 
He has been commis
sioned to write a his
tory of the academy 
in connection with

the Baptist school’s 100th anniversary in 1980.
The trustees also elected Sam King, 

Seymour surveyor, as vice-chairman and Mrs. 
Betty McBrayer, operator of a beauty salon in 
Maryville, as secretary.

It was reported that the trustees were 100 
percent in their pledges to the recently- 
launched Century II fund campaign. The trus
tees’ pledges reached $119,640—passing their 
$110,000 goal.

The trustees also authorized a committee 
from the trustees, HCBA Advisory Board, 
academy staff, and students to plan the cen
tennial celebration.

REMEMBERING—Four former Tennessee WMU leaders chat during a luncheon at the Baptist 
Building in honor of the 100th birthday of Mrs. Douglas Ginn, state WMU worker for 36 years. 
From left are Mary Mills, WMU executive secretary 1953-67, now retired in Pensacola, Fla.; Mrs. 
Ginn; Margaret Bruce, WMU young people’s secretary 1934-48, now retired in Birmingham, Ala.; 
and Mrs. C. D. Creasman, former state WMU president and life-long friend of Mrs. Ginn.

Mrs. Douglas Ginn observes 
100th birthday in Nashville

Shortly after Ellen Douglas Jones was bom 
in Nashville in November of 1878, the Tennes
see Baptist Convention met for its fourth an
nual session, and the state’s people began to 
recover from a Yellow Fever epidemic which 
had spread across the region.

The life of the north Nashvillian was to be 
important to the convention, and her years of 
service were to span a century. On Nov. 5, 
1978, Mrs. Douglas Jones Ginn observed her 
100th birthday in the city of her birth, 21 years 
after her retirement as state office secretary 
for the Woman’s Missionary Union.

The 1878 state meeting was held in Shel
byville, and the convention was experiencing 
growing pains. Reports from most of the 
boards and committees were not encouraging.

Publication of the state paper, The Baptist, 
had been suspended for three months due to 
the Yellow Fever epidemic. The paper’s 
editor, J. R. Graves, was stricken with the 
disease and nearly died.

It was to be another 10 years before Wo
man’s Missionary Union in the Volunteer 
State and in the Southern Baptist Convention 
was to be established.

As a young lady, Douglas belonged to what 
was thought to be the first missionary organi
zation for young women in the state. Or
ganized about 1888, “the Earnest Workers” 
met at Third Church in Nashville. In the years 
following, she served as a counselor in the 
organization, which became the Y.W.A.

She became WMU office secretary in July 
1921 and served under three executives: Mar
garet Buchanan, Mary Northington, and Mary 
Mills. In addition to her office duties, she was 
active in churches throughout the state, speak
ing, conducting classes, and writing. On 
numerous occasions she wrote and edited the 
WMU page in the Baptist and Reflector.

For many years, she attended young 
people’s camps at Tennessee College, Cum

berland University, Bethany Hills, and Lin
den. Her duties included playing the piano, 
supervising finances, teaching classes, and 
counseling with girls, boys, and their leaders.

Following her retirement, in 1957 after 36 
years of service, she was asked to write a 
history spanning the 70 years of the Tennessee 
WMU. Her book, As I Saw It, was published in 
1958.

On her 100th birthday, Mrs. Ginn was asked 
to what she attributed her long life. “It was 
God-given,” she explained, and then added, 
“I’ve worked hard all my life, and I never 
showed off.”

One hundred years after her birth, Tennes
see Baptists expressed gratitude and apprecia
tion for her life through telegrams, cards, 
phone calls, and visits. The work and mission 
effort of the convention has grown, and many 
Baptists feel that a large part of the credit is 
due to a lady who served faithfully in each 
opportunity where God placed her.

Sullivan adds church 
during annual session

Messengers to Sullivan Association met last 
month, voted a new church into the associa
tion, and elected officers.

Glenwood Church was voted into associa- 
tional membership. The congregation is led by 
interim Pastor Edward Glover.

Carl Strickler, pastor of Lynn Garden 
Church, was elected moderator succeeding 
William Purdue, pastor of First Church in 
Kingsport. Also elected were: vice-moderator 
Clyde Simms, pastor of Sullivan Church; trea
surer Cecil Dykes, a member of Colonial 
Heights Church; and clerk Joe Byrd, pastor of 
Bloomingdale.

Lynn Garden is scheduled to host the 1979 
sessions for the association on Oct. 16.
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Our People and Our Churches . . .
PEOPLE...

First Church, Mt. Pleasant, held deacon or
dination services for Fred Johnson and John 
H. Davis, Jr. last month. Elmer Crosby deli
vered the ordination sermon. Pastor Terry 
Ailor served as moderator.

Hale Lee, a member of St. Elmo Avenue 
Church in Chattanooga since 1944, was recog
nized by members of that church recently. Lee 
has not missed a Sunday attending Sunday 
School in 24 years, with the exception of one 
Sunday in 1977 that he suffered an injury. Lee, 
who was 80 years old last April, received a 
perfect attendance medal from the Sunday 
School department of the Baptist Sunday 
School Board.

Jerry Burden is scheduled to be ordained as 
a deacon at First Church, Donelson, in the 
near future. Ralph Harris is pastor.

Former Tennessean James Gregg Jr., a stu
dent at New Orleans Baptist Theological 
Seminary, is serving as minister of music and 
youth at Calvary Church in Bogalusa, La. 
Gregg’s father is pastor of Westwood Church 
in Nashville.

Thomas L. Pelphrey was ordained to the 
gospel ministry by First Church, Tullahoma, 
earlier this month. James Porch is pastor.

First Church, Sparta, voted to license 
Charles Pollard to the gospel ministry. Steve 
Playl is pastor.

City View Church, Memphis, honored its 
pastor, Fred M. Lawrence, on Sunday, Nov. 
12, on the occasion of his 10th anniversary as 
pastor of the church. The date was also Lawr
ence’s birthday.

Don Blalock was ordained as a deacon at 
Philadelphia Church in Chattanooga recently. 
The charge was given by Bill Ezell, chairman 
of the deacon board, and the ordination mes
sage was delivered by Pastor Douglas Miller. 
Jimmy Carter led the ordination prayer. A 
reception followed the service to honor Mr. 
and Mrs. Blalock and their family.

LEADERSHIP...
James Case, pastor of Pine Grove Church, 

Beech River Association, resigned last month.

In Holston Association, Jack Campbell res
igned at New Lebanon Church.

Wayne Wood is the new minister of educa
tion at Oakwood Church, Hamilton County 
Association. He came to the post from the 
Georgia Baptist Children’s Home where he 
served as family therapist. Lester Hall is pas
tor.
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Meredian Church, Cumberland Plateau As
sociation, called James Borders as interim pas
tor.

First Church, Millington, called Scott An
drews as minister of music. His first day with 
the church was Sunday, Nov. 5. Ray Newcomb 
is pastor.

David Steele, a senior at Union University in 
Jackson, was called as music director for Hic
kory Valley Church, Hardeman County As
sociation. He came on the field last month.

Pleasant Grove Church, Hardeman County 
Association, called Billy Irvin as interim pas
tor. Irvin served the church as assistant pas
tor.

Kirby Johnson, music director at Toone 
Church in Toone, resigned last month. He is a 
student at Union University in Jackson.

Richard Keller was called by First Church, 
Knoxville, to serve as coordinator of deaf 
youth ministries. Keller holds the M.S. degree 
in education from the University of Tennes
see, majored in special education for the 
acoustically handicapped, and has been cer
tified as a teacher of the deaf by the Council on 
Education of the Deaf.

CHURCHES...
Ground breaking services were held Nov. 5 

at Tyner Church, Hamilton County Associa
tion, for a new structure which will include a 
250-seat auditorium, baptistry, choir room, 
three classrooms, office, study, library, and 
fellowship hall.

Members of Blue Springs Church in 
Grainger County Association, held centennial 
anniversary observances from June through 
October. The months’ highlights included 
music, family attendance, stewardship, 
evangelism, prayer, and revival. Clay Frazier 
was the evangelist for services last month. 
Homecoming was held on Sunday, Oct. 29, 
with former pastor Bennie Creel preaching the 
homecoming message. Former pastors L.B. 
Pack and Charles Earl were present for the 
special day. Maurice Quillen is pastor.

Note burning services were held at Green
wood Church, Union Association, last month. 
The membership has paid off the church’s 
debt.

The newly completed activities building of 
Richland Church in Memphis has been named 
the “Tom Selby Activity Center” by members 
of the church. Shelby, an active member of the 
church, was killed in an automobile accident. 
Harvey Tingle is pastor.

Rayon City Church, Old Hickory, celeb
rated its 25th anniversary on Sunday, Nov. 12.

Timesville Church, Signal Mountain, dedi
cated its new addition last month. Virgil Pow
ell is pastor.

Bethel Church, Union Association, dedi
cated a new building on Sunday, Nov. 5, and 
observed the first anniversary of Pastor Boyd 
M. Roberts. Special speaker for the day was 
Bratton Tucker. The church held revival ser
vices following the dedication. Harold Hunter, 
pastor, Northside Church, McMinnville, 
served as evangelist.

REVIVALS...
First Church, Union City, was led in revival 

services by Ray Roberts, executive secretary 
of the Ohio Baptist Convention. Joel Duncan, 
minister of music at First Church, Jackson, 
directed the music. W. Fred Kendall II is pas
tor.

Revival services were held at First Church, 
Church Hill, with Billy Edmonds serving as 
evangelist. Tony Bowman of Johnson City was 
in charge of the music. There were six addi
tions by letter and one by baptism. Frank 
Lethcoe is pastor.

Evangelist John Humphrey led revival ser
vices at Smyrna’s First Church recently. Guy- 
Bates Jr., First Church, Lebanon, led the 
music. Pastor W.D. Thomason reported that 
there were several additions and commit
ments.

Archie King preached for revival services at 
Cedar Creek Church in Lebanon recently. The 
church also observed homecoming during the 
services. Pete Roberts is pastor.

Smith Springs Church, Nashville Associa
tion, was led in revival services by Dean 
Smith, pastor of First Church, Webber City, 
Va. Johnny Coleman, music director at Smith 
Springs, led the music. There were two pro
fessions of faith and five rededications. John 
Joslin is pastor.

Little West Fork Church, Clarksville, held 
revival services last month. Richard Oldham, 
pastor of Glendale Church, Bowling Green, 
Ky., was the evangelist. There were 14 pro
fessions of faith, 20 rededications, and five 
members added by letter. Roger L. Oldham is 
pastor.

There were 21 professions of faith, three 
additions by letter, and 44 rededications dur
ing revival services at Indian Hills Church in 
Gallatin. Evangelist Wade Clemons, Morris
town, led the services. Jack H. Goodwin is 
pastor.
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Carter calls for sharing 
at Thanksgiving time

WASHINGTON—President Carter’s 
Thanksgiving Day proclamation urges Ameri
cans to become more aware of the world 
hunger crisis and to make donations through 
religious and other charitable institutions to 
help alleviate it.

The president called on public officials at 
the state and local levels to embrace a concept 
he called “Thankful Giving’’ by “inviting 
Americans to share with those abroad who 
suffer from hunger.’’

In making his appeal for contributions, he 
referred to “chronic hunger and malnutrition” 
and urged the people to support the “Thankful 
Giving” approach “in order that we may one 
day assure that no individual anywhere will 
suffer from hunger.”

The president declared that “while provi
dence has provided Americans with fertile 
land and bountiful harvests, other nations and 
peoples have not been so favored. Each year 
growing food suppliers give us greater cause 
for giving thanks, yet one person in six 
worldwide still suffers from chronic hunger 
and malnutrition.”(BP)

Bill Kennedy resigns 
pastorate for rest

Bill Kennedy, pastor of Central Church in 
the Chattanooga suburb of Hixson since 1969, 
has resigned effective Jan. 24, 1979. His last 
Sunday in the pulpit will be Dec. 24.

In making the announcement, Kennedy said 
he was “exhausted in body and soul” and the 
only way to get rest was to resign. His plans 
are indefinite, although he did ask the church 
for permission to live in the parsonage until the 
end of the school year. He has a 15-year-old 
son.

Kennedy’s wife was fatally wounded by her 
husband in the early morning hours of Aug. 23, 
when, reportedly, a pistol accidently dis
charged as he removed it from under his pillow 
to confront an apparent burglar. He told police 
that Mrs. Kennedy had encouraged him to put 
the gun under his pillow following threatening 
telephone calls.

Chattanooga police have made no ruling on 
the incident, and the three months of indeci
sion apparently have put Kennedy under im
mense emotional pressure. No charges have 
been made against him, nor has he posted any 
kind of bond to maintain his freedom.

The district attorney in charge of the case 
said nothing discovered in his investigation 
could have prompted Kennedy’s resignation. 
Although it is not unusual for investigations of 
this type to last a year, the district attorney 
told Baptist Press, this case is getting close 
scrutiny because in 1958 Kennedy’s first wife 
was killed accidently when a rifle he was car
rying slipped from his hands and discharged.

Bob Medearis, Central’s minister of educa
tion, said that the church had immediately ral
lied behind Kennedy following the incident. 
He stressed that the church had not asked for 
Kennedy’s resignation.
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Home Board staffers find 
vibrant Baptists in Cuba

ATLANTA—For the first time in 17 years, 
Southern Baptist Home Mission Board lead
ers have visited Cuba.

Gerald Palmer, director of the missions sec
tion, and Oscar Romo, director of the lan
guage missions department, spent nine days in 
October viewing the work of the Baptist Con
vention of West Cuba.

The last official contact between the Home 
Mission Board and the Cuba convention was 
in 1966 when Herbert Caudill, then a home 
missionary, was freed from prision and al
lowed to return to the United States. Since 
then, information about Baptists in Cuba has 
been channeled through the Baptist World Al
liance.

Cuban Baptists invited the Home Mission 
Board staffers to visit, but the necessary per
mission was granted by the Cuban govern
ment. Romo and Palmer were permitted to 
travel the Cuban countryside and preach in all 
the churches they visited.

At the time of the revolutionary takeover by 
Fidel Castro, Baptist churches numbered 
around 100. There are now 105 churches and 
five missions. Romo reported.

The convention also sponsors a theological 
seminary with 12 students enrolled and as
sembly grounds with facilities for more than 
200 persons.

All of the 50 or so pastors and church lead
ers originally imprisoned by the government 
have been released. Many have joined families 
in the United States.

Neither Romo nor Palmer had been to Cuba 
before, “So we did not go there comparing the 
old Cuba with the new Cuba,” Romo 
explained. “We just wanted to see what is 
happening in 1978, not what happened in 
1960.”

They re-established once strong relation
ships and found that even with the passing of 
so many years, many leadership positions are

Soviets grant permission 
to import 25,000 Bibles

MOSCOW—Baptists in the U.S.S.R. have 
been granted permission to import 25,000 Bi
bles and 5,000 concordances in the Russian 
language.

News of the highly unusual decision by 
Soviet authorities was cabled immediately to 
European Baptist Federation offices in Ham
burg and to Baptist World Alliance headquar
ters in Washington from the All-Union Coun
cil of Evangelical Christians-Baptists in the 
U.S.S.R. by Alexei Bichkov, general secret
ary (BWA)

Tennessean appointed
(Continued from Page 1)

University and New Orleans Baptist Theolog
ical Seminary. Mrs. Baker is also a graduate of 
Murray State.

The Baker family includes two young chil
dren.

filled by the same men. Yet the young 
people—too young to ever have known Cuba 
before the revolution—have also become in
volved in Baptist work.

In a fellowship in a pastor’s home, Romo 
and Palmer met many young people in univer
sity and seminary committed to the work in 
Cuba. “They intend to stay in Cuba, live and 
work there,” Romo said.

Romo and Palmer agreed they were more 
impressed by “how the people have learned to 
have a Christian witness in their contempor
ary setting.”

Romo added, ‘ ‘ What happened in Cuba may 
have been the best thing that could have hap
pened in terms of strengthening the indigenous 
church.” He emphasized the Home Mission 
Board and others look to Cuban Baptists as 
“brothers in Christ, not with paternalism.”

“Neither the government nor the Baptists 
should fear our coming back and trying to take 
over the work,” Romo insisted. “But we are 
hoping to establish such a relationship that we 
will not only be able to pray for our brothers, 
but to help as they desire.”

Missions work in Cuba, if re-established, 
eventually would be transferred to the Foreign 
Mission Board, in keeping with convention 
policy, Romo said, adding that for now, the 
Home Mission Board will attempt to re
establish and strenghten relationships. (BP)

Shelby asks Holiday Inn 
to shun casino gambling

A resolution passed by messengers to 
Shelby Association’s annual meeting has 
asked Holiday Inn Inc. to reconsider its 
recently-announced decision to actively enter 
the field of casino gambling.

Charles R. Baker, vice-president of Baptist 
Memorial Hospital in Memphis, was elected 
moderator of Shelby Association last month at 
the annual meeting of the 120-church fellow
ship.

Baker, a member of Germantown Church, 
moved up from a one-year term as vice
moderator to succeed Jack May, pastor of 
Broadmoor Church, as moderator. The new 
moderator is past chairman of the associa
tion’s stewardship, budget, and finance com
mittee.

Wayne Allen, pastor of East Park Church, 
was elected vice-moderator; and Bill McIl
wain, pastor of Calvary Church, was reelected 
clerk and teasurer.

The resolution noted that Baptists tradi
tionally have believed that “gambling is not 
only inconsistent with Christian principles, 
but a detriment in every way to the well-being 
of society, introducing many spin-off evils that 
corrupt both individuals and the institutions of 
community life.”

The statement registered the association’s 
disappointment in the decision made by the 
Memphis-based corporation and requested 
that the decision be reconsidered.
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EDITORIALS

Six years of advancement, confidence
In 1972 the administrative committee of the Tennessee 

Baptist Convention’s Executive Board automatically be
came a search committee to find a successor for Executive 
Secretary W. Fred Kendall.

Kendall, who was completing 16 years in that post, was 
scheduled to retire on Dec. 31, 1972.

The search committee went about its task in prayerful 
thoroughness. Many prominent Baptist leaders were con
sidered, but the committee could not feel God’s leadership 
toward any of these.

After months of discussion and prayer, the committee 
met again. As they considered their important task, the 
committee turned to one of its members—Ralph E. Nor
ton, who was in his 25th year as the successful pastor of 
the Red Bank Church of Chattanooga.

Norton’s record of loyalty and service to the denomina
tion and many committee and board responsibilities was 
indeed impressive. The only drawback seems to have 
been that he would have only six years of service before 
the mandatory retirement at age 65.

When you consider that the TBC had had only two 
executive secretaries during the previous 30 years (Chas. 
W. Pope 1942-56 and Kendall 1956-72), a six-year service 
in that post appeared too brief. Some critics even referred 
to the Norton election as an “interim” appointment.

Those who expected the Norton years to be a 
“caretaker” administration have been proven wrong 
many times over. Advancements have been made in so 
many areas of TBC work during this period, that most 
observers can only stand in amazement.

The Norton years have been a period of extensive reor
ganization of the state convention operation. New prog
ram statements have been added in the areas of church 
administration, church library, church-ministers informa
tion, church recreation, and family ministry. A clear indi
cation to Norton’s heartbeat can be seen in how many of 
these relate to the work of local churches.

During these years the convention ministries division 
was created to coordinate the activities and emphases of 
those TBC departments which relate directly to the 
churches—Sunday School, church training, Brother
hood, WMU, church music, church library, church recre
ation, church administration, evangelism, missions, and 
student work.

In 1974 the Tennessee Baptist Service Corporation was 
formed to provide facilities and ministry for senior adults.

In addition, personnel has been added in many needed 
TBC emphases such as language missions associate in the 
missions department, director of church-ministers infor
mation, consultant in church media and church recrea
tion, public affairs and Christian life consultant, and a 

missionary-in-residence in the Cooperative Program and 
stewardship department.

Ralph Norton is a strong believer in the Baptist process. 
He trusts the convention-elected boards and committees 
to do their tasks without interference. He always does 
everything possible to supply these groups with thorough 
and factual information upon which they can make their 
decisions.

However, those who know Norton are well aware that 
he has never been hesitant to share his opinions and judg
ments, when called upon to do so.

As a part of trusting this process, the Executive Board 
was expanded two years ago from 75 to 99 members so 
that more Tennesseans could be involved in directing the 
affairs of the state convention.

There are three doors to the office of the executive 
secretary at the Baptist Building in Brentwood. These 
doors—except under rare circumstances when the discus
sion might be embarrassing to his visitor—are always 
open. These “open doors” are but one indication to the 
spirit of openness which has characterized the Norton 
administration.

This openness has been carried over into his work with 
various convention committees and the Executive Board. 
His strong conviction on this matter is greatly appreciated 
by the Baptist and Reflector and all Tennessee Baptists.

The Norton years have also been characterized by tre
mendous increases in mission giving.

During these six years, Cooperative Program gifts have 
increased 75.4 percent; gifts to the Annie Armstrong Eas
ter Offering for Home Missions by 106.2 percent; gifts to 
the Lottie Moon Christmas Offering for Foreign Missions 
by 89.2 percent; and gifts to Tennessee’s Golden State 
Missions Offering by 99 percent.

His encouragement of the total convention work has 
also helped produce increased support for the various 
TBC institutions and the Tennessee Baptist Foundation.

Ralph Norton disarms his critics and his friends with his 
sense of humor. He occasionally responds to hard ques
tions with a humorous story—but those who know him 
realize that, more often than not, there is a not-so-subtile 
opinion expressed through the seeming joke.

Perhaps the greatest contribution Ralph Norton has 
made to the Tennessee Baptist Convention has been the 
confidence he has inspired. His personal integrity, humil
ity, and Christian spirit, have resulted in making many 
friends for himself and the convention.

The future accomplishments which the Lord will bring 
to Tennessee Baptists will doubtless be directly related to 
the foundation laid during these past six years.

Ralph Norton has left his indelible mark on the Tennes
see Baptist Convention.
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Cicero’s
comment

By the editor
“Cicero, I would like to place an ad in the 

Baptist and Reflector,” my visitor announced 
as he entered my office. Then, I realized that 
he was Oscar Goldman of OSI who appears on 
those television series—Six Million Dollar 
Man” and “Bionic Woman.”

“What kind of ad do you want?,” Cicero 
asked.

“You will recall that OSI rebuilt Steve Au
stin after a missile crash and also rebuilt Jaime 
Sommers after her parachute failed to open. 
We replaced damaged or inferior parts with 
bionic, atomic-powered replacements.”

Cicero nodded.
“OSI has been looking for other bionic 

uses,” Goldman continued. “Now we are 
ready to advertise our newest project—THE 
BIONIC PASTOR!”

“Who would want a Bionic Pastor?” I 
asked.

“Everybody,” assured Oscar, “and most 
especially church budget committees.” He 
began to list the values of a Bionic Pastor.

By having bionic legs, the pastor could run at 
55 miles per hour—just like Steve Austin— 
thus saving travel expense for the pastor.

Bionic vocal chords would free the church of 
the need to buy a public address sound sys
tem.

A bionic heart couldn’t be broken by unkind 
remarks and attitudes.

Bionic eyes would permit the pastor to read 
books over someone’s shoulder or even from 
across the room, thus eliminating the need for 
a book allowance.

A computerized bionic brain could re
member all the details that pastors are sup
posed to keep up with, plus this bionic brain 
would eliminate the need for records-keeping 
systems.

Bionic muscles would assure that the pastor 
would never get tired, even after long days of 
hospital calls, committee meetings, study 
times, etc. In fact, he probably would have so 
much energy that he could work at a second 
job. That way, a church might not have to 
provide any pastor’s compensation!

A bionic nose would be helpful in “sniffing 
out” bargains, thus saving two ways (1) what 
the church buys, and (2) what he buys for his 
family. If he can find enough bargains for his 
family, the church could cut his salary.

Cicero interrupted. “That sounds great! 
How much would a Bionic Pastor cost a 
church?

Goldman paused, “Well, Steve Austin cost 
$6,000,000 ...”

When they finally revived Cicero from 
shock, Goldman had gone.

Thursday, November 16, 1978

•dettent to t&e .
Letters on any religion-related subject are welcomed. Letters of over 300 words 
will not be used. Other letters may be shortened at the discretion of the editor. 
No unsigned letters will be printed, but writer’s name will be withheld for 
sufficient reason. Letters must contain complete address.

Organ for Haiti church
Dear editor:

Grande Riviere Baptist Church, Grande 
Riviere, Haiti, needs an electronic organ for 
use in its worship services. I am wondering 
whether or not some church in our convention 
would have a used organ—stowed away in a 
back room, perhaps—which it might sell or 
donate for the use of the Haitian church.

Our church and Watauga Association Pas
tors’ Conference recently learned of this need 
when Amos Eugene, pastor at Grande 
Riviere, visited here.

Haiti is an incredibly poor nation. Annual 
per capita income is about $120. Most people 
make their living directly from the soil. Amos 
Eugene’s 500-member church has an annual 
income of $800.

Haitian religious life is largely dominated by 
Voodoo culture, and Amos sees this problem 
as one of the principal challenges to his minis
try. He has been delighted to see many 
people—among them several witchdoctors— 
turn from Voodoo to Jesus Christ through the 
ministry of Grande Riviere Baptist Church. 
Amos believes his church’s ministry would be 
greatly enhanced by the addition of an elec
tronic organ for use in its worship. His mem
bers presently sing their praises to the accom
paniment of a reconditioned accordion.

The Watauga Association Pastors’ Confer
ence has been unable to locate an organ loc
ally, but we believe such an organ may be 
available somewhere else in Tennessee.

Grande Riviere has in its membership an 
accomplished organist, so the best choice 
would be an organ that meets the specifica
tions of the American Guild of Organists (full 
pedalboard). Any organ, however, will suf
fice.

Once an organ is donated or offered for sale, 
several members of our Pastors’ Conference 
will attempt to secure it and ship it to Haiti. 
Anybody who can help may contact me at 
Route 5, Box 228, Elizabethton, 37643—or 
call (615) 474-2224.

Stephen J. Pressley 
Unaka Baptist Church 
Rt. 5, Box 228 
Elizabethton, TN 37643

After prayer, research
Dear editor:

Your Oct. 19 issue stated that Temple 
Church of Old Hickory and Park Avenue 
Church of Nashville have asked that none of 
their Cooperative Program donations go to 
“any school that teaches the Bible has errors 
in its original writing.” Praise the Lord! This 
issue is of great concern to me.

Years ago I said the only way to stop the 

problem is to stop the money! Money could be 
designated to foreign missions and other de
partments other than colleges. Another check 
could be designated to the colleges who teach 
the truth and leave out those who don’t.

Should a church cut money from going to a 
college for teaching untruths, letters should be 
mailed to the president, Board of Trustees, 
and the Southern Baptist Convention. This 
letter should state why the action was taken 
and that when the problem is corrected, funds 
would commence.

This could be handled by a special ap
pointed committee made up of the pastor and 
deacons. They would investigate any college 
they understand teaches contrary to basic be
liefs. After prayer and research, the commit
tee’s recommendation would be brought to the 
church for a vote.

Smaller church pastors see a need to take a 
stand, but seem to doubt it will do any good 
without larger churches taking the lead. These 
seem to feel that action without larger 
churches could not accomplish much and 
would be branded as “Independents.”

As we well know, when a Bible-believing 
conservative begins to fight the devil in the 
convention, a liberal jumps up and brands him 
as an “Independent.”

I am not advocating witch hunting or hair
splitting, but we wouldn’t have this problem 
today, if years ago we demanded our colleges 
require professors to sign a statement of faith 
when they are hired.

Jimmy H. Davis
P. O. Box 237
Savannah, TN 38372

Certainly, any Baptist church is within its 
rights to use its money in any way it desires. I 
like your suggestions that such action be taken 
only after prayer and thorough investigation, 
and that proper notification of such action and 
the reasons for such action be made directly to 
the institution or agency involved, (editor)

Ruth Carrington honored 
by Beech River members

Ruth Carrington, associational clerk for 
Beech River Baptist Association for the past 
30 years, was honored by messengers at the 
annual meeting in Parsons last month. Miss 
Carrington, a member of First Church in Par
sons, was elected as treasurer for 1978-79.

Messengers also elected Eddie Wallace, a 
member of Union Church, as moderator. Wal
lace succeeds L.W. Todd, pastor of Sand 
Ridge Church, in the post. Lauren Locke, pas
tor of Mt. Ararat Church, will serve as associ
ational clerk for the coming year.

Page 7



Congressional study reports 
Moon seeks world takeover

By Carol Franklin

WASHINGTON—Sun Myung Moon, the 
controversial South Korean who heads the 
Unification Church, is trying to achieve a 
world government directly under God, ac
cording to a report released here by the Sub
committee on International Organizations of 
the U. S. House of Representatives.

The Unification Church is most visible in its 
fund-raising efforts. Members of the church 
sell such items as tea, flowers, candles, 
peanuts, and candy in public places. The 
church has also acquired extensive property 
and businesses around the United States and 
has been accused of brainwashing its youthful 
converts.

The report, released by Chairman Donald 
M. Fraser, Minn., states that Moon’s overrid
ing religious goal is “to establish a worldwide 
‘theocracy,’ that is, a world order which 
would abolish separation of church and state 
and be governed by the immediate direction of 
God.”

The report quotes Moon as having said in 
1973, “In the medieval ages, they had to sepa
rate from the cities—statesmanship from the 
religious field—because people were cor
rupted at that time. But when it comes to our 
age, we must have an automatic theocracy to 
rule the world. So, we cannot separate the 
political field from the religious . . . separa
tion between religion and politics is what 
Satan likes most.”

According to the report, Moon supports a 
worldwide theocracy as an anti-Communist 
vehicle. Moon is again quoted: “American- 
style democracy is a good nursery for the 
growth of Communism.”

This worldwide state would be centered in 
Korea, according to the report, and the Ko
rean language would be universal. “Moon 
visualized the establishment of a ‘unified 
civilization’ of the whole world, to be centered 
in Korea and ‘corresponding to that of the 
Roman Empire,’ ” the report continued.

“In case North Korea provokes a war 
against the South Korean people, they (Unifi
cation Church members) believe it is God’s 
will to protect their religious fatherland 
(Korea) to the last, to organize the Unification 
Crusade Army, and to take part in the war as a 
supporting force to defend both Korea and the 
free world,” the report states Moon said in 
1975.

The report also spells out Moon’s strategy 
for achieving control of the world. “We must 
approach from every angle of life; otherwise, 
we cannot absorb the whole population of the 
world,” Moon is quoted as saying. He is Al
leged to have planned control over economic, 
political, cultural, academic, media, and re
ligious institutions.

In a 1972 speech, Moon laid out plans for 
religious control of a centralized economic 
system. “This system should eventually pre
vail so overwhelmingly, that even in Japan and 

Germany, the people will not buy products 
from their own country, but will buy according 
to centralized instructions. What kind of sys
tem of thought or economy can function to 
give these centralized instructions? Religion is 
the only system that can do that. So in the 
future, this system of thought or system of 
economy will have a close relationship with 
religious organizations,” Moon said.

In the political realm, Moon said in a 1973 
speech, “My dream is to organize a Christian 
political party including the Protestant de
nominations and Catholics and all the religious 
sects.”

According to the report, Moon bases his 
movement around a church because it pro
vides the greatest opportunity for reaching his 
goals.

A former Unification Church member who 
testified before the subcommittee said, “It 
was made clear to me that so long as the 
church-related aspects of the group were em
phasized, Moon’s followers would be in a pro
tected position as far as First Amendment re
ligious freedom was concerned, and be able to 
take advantage of tax laws as well.”

The report states that in 1974 Moon said, “ If 
we can manipulate seven nations at least, then 
we can get hold of the whole world: the United 
States, England, France, Germany, Soviet 
Russia, and maybe Korea and Japan. On 
God’s side, Korea, Japan, America, England, 
France, Germany, and Italy, are the nations I 
count on in order to gain the whole world.”

The report also charges that Moon uses the 
names and pictures of prominent Americans, 
Japanese, Koreans, and others to create an 
image of power and respectability for himself 
and his movement. “The multifaceted Moon 
organization thereby obtained the help and 
cooperation of numerous Americans who had 
no idea they were contributing to Moon’s plan 
for world theocracy,” the report says.

Moon has also warned that opposition to his 
movement will result in punishment of the dis
sidents, according to the report. “Many 
people will die—those who go against our 
movement,” Moon said in a 1974 speech.

The report also noted the testimony of Chris 
Elkins, a former member of the Unification 
Church now with the interfaith witness de
partment of the Southern Baptist Home Mis
sion Board. Elkins said he engaged in political 
activities for the Freedom Leadership Found
ation, a political arm of the Moon organization 
founded in 1969. Those activities included 
working on a congressional election cam
paign, lobbying for South Korean military aid 
bills, and staging demonstrations.

The Unification Church became highly visi
ble in the United States by the end of 1973. 
This coincided with the Watergate scandal and 
Richard Nixon’s struggle to retain the presi
dency. Moon and his followers strongly sup
ported Nixon and gained national prominence 
as a result of publicity from pro-Nixon ac
tivities. (BP)

Ethnic consultant 
named for BSSB

NASHVILLE—Sidney Smith Jr., director 
of Christian social, ministries for the Home
Mission Board in the south central Los

Smith

Angeles area, has 
been named as a con
sultant in the ethnic 
liaison unit at the
Southern 
Sunday 
Board,

Baptist
School 

beginning
Jan. 1, 1979.

Smith will work 
primarily with black 
churches affiliated 
with the Southern 
Baptist Convention 
to help them under

stand better the materials and services avail
able from the Sunday School Board. >

A consultant to work with Hispanic 
churches in the Southern Baptist Convention 
is expected to be employed soon. Both consul
tants will work with orientals and other ethnic 
minorities.

Smith, a graduate of the University of Cor
pus Christi, holds the master of religious edu
cation degree from Golden Gate Baptist 
Theological Seminary, Mill Valley, Calif., and 
the doctor of philosophy degree from the 
California Graduate School of Theology.

Before assuming his present position with 
the Home Mission Board, Smith served as 
associate minister at Baptist churches in Los 
Angeles, San Francisco, Vallejo, Calif., and 
Corpus Christi, Tex.; and minister of educa
tion or minister of youth activities at Baptist 
churches in San Francisco and Vallejo.

He also served as minister of Christian so
cial ministries for the First Southern Baptist 
Church, Compton, Calif., while with the 
Home Mission Board in Los Angeles.

Smith is founder of the Southern Baptist 
“Twinning Program,” in which multi-ethnic 
pairs of churches have enrolled over 25,000 in 
Vacation Bible Schools during the last nine 
summers. (BP)

Danny Ruehling to succeed 
Paul Watson at New Union

The activities director and associate pastor 
at Inskip Church in Knoxville, Danny Ruehl
ing, was called as pastor of New Union 
Church, Dayton. He is scheduled to be on the 
new field Sunday, Nov. 19.

He has served the Knoxville congregation 
for over three years, and was a pastor in Ken- I 
tucky prior to that.

A native of Palmer, Tenn., he is a graduate 
of Belmont College. He also earned the master 
of divinity degree from Southern Baptist 
Theological Seminary in Louisville. '

Ruehling succeeds Paul Watson in the Day
ton pastorate. Watson retired last summer 
after a pastorate of 14 years and seven months 
at that church.
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Editor’s Note: Printed below is the Convention Sermon for this week’s Tennessee Baptist Conven
tion which was scheduled to be preached Nov. 14.

A New Call for a New Day
By Gerald Stow, pastor 

First Church 
Cookeville, Tennessee

Text: Mark 5:21-43

When the Bold Mission Thrust was pre
sented a few months ago, I felt that God had 
given us a great resource by which to chal-

Stow

fishers of men.”

lenge our generation 
for Jesus. The chal
lenge we need, how
ever, is not just a new 
movement or a new 
program. We need a 
new call to faith 
commitment in the 
Lord of Glory. The 
need of the hour is to 
follow the call found 
in Mark 1:17, ‘‘Come 
after Me, and I will 
make you to become

The disciples were busy following Jesus. He 
taught them at every turn of the road. Every 
encounter was an opportunity for them to 
learn from Him.

It is an opportunity for us as well.
They had been following Him for a few 

weeks and, on this occasion He is confronted 
by Jairus with a request to help his sick daugh
ter. While Jesus was on the way to Jairus’ 
home, a woman touched His robe. He stopped 
and began to deal with the woman. I think this 
pause was surely a divine delay. It was an 
opportunity to test the faith of Jairus and teach 
the disciples a great lesson in authentic faith.

We are in a great hurry to win the world to 
Jesus. We live in that kind of a world. The 
word instamatic has almost replaced the word 
automatic .

I saw a cartoon recently that showed a lady 
in a hospital bed. She had called for the nurse. 
In her hand was the control for her bed, her 
TV, and the nurses’ station. She said, “Which 
one do I push to call my pastor?” We truly live 
in a push button age. In our big hurry, we are 
likely to miss the immeasurable riches of the 
healing, help, and hope that come from Jesus.

The danger I see is that we are in such a 
hurry to do the big thing we may miss the real 
thing. Jairus almost missed the real thing.

To accomplish a great thing for Christ re
quires an authentic faith in Him. It cannot be 
superficial, shallow, empty or built in a hurry. 
It must have the qualities and lack the de
ficiencies demonstrated in this passage.

Authentic faith—or the lack of it—in the 
categories expressed in this passage, deter
mined the response to the immeasurable 
riches which were freely offered by the 
Savior.

IN JAIRUS I FIND A FAITH BORN OUT 
OF THE WOMB OF DIFFICULTIES-CON- 
CERNED FAITH. A man of social promi

nence, wealth, and power; he was a ruler of 
the synagogue. This meant he was the leading 
elder in the local fellowship of Jesus. His only 
daughter, 12 years old, was lying at the point 
of death. All other resources of her healing had 
been exhausted.

‘‘Come and lay your hands on her, so that 
she may be made well, and live.” The invita
tion reveals his concern. He was saying, “I 
beg of You, please!” Jesus’ response was im
mediate. It is always that way when we take 
the needs of others to Him born out of a heart 
filled with concern. Here was a heart reaching 
out in behalf of another.

This is faith born out of concern for some
one he loved. His faith is evident in the way he 
comes to Jesus. He came reverently, “kneel
ing down.” He came passionately, “he be
sought Him.” He came purposefully, “he be
sought Him greatly.” He came urgently and 
openly. There was every element of a heart 
reaching out to the Lord Jesus in behalf of 
someone else.

We see this kind of faith on at least two other 
occasions. Mark tells us about four men who 
brought a friend to Jesus (Mark 2:1-12). They 
tore up the roof and let him down. When Jesus 
saw their concerned faith, He forgave and 
healed the man.

Once again a centurion came and told Jesus 
that his servant was at home very ill (Matt. 
8:5). Jesus agreed to go and heal him. The 
centurion said, “Just speak the word, and he 
will be healed.” Jesus said, “I have not found 
so great a faith, no not in Israel.” That was 
concerned faith—faith that comes to Jesus in 
behalf of those in need; faith that drives us to 
tears and to our knees in prayer. God honors a 
concerned faith.

THERE IS THE FAITH RESPONSE OF 
THE WOMAN WHO TOUCHED-A NEEDY 

. FAITH. This woman was cut off from society, 
home, and the temple because of her illness. 
For 12 years she had known nothing but sor
row. Her condition was an extreme one. In her 
deep need, she came to Jesus. She had sought 
many solutions but to no avail.

Now in utter desperation she brings her de
sperate need to Jesus. She reaches out in de
speration to touch Him. Every obstacle is 
against her—the rush of the crowd, her ex
treme condition, and the nature of her illness. 
Everything said to her, “It’s useless.” But in 
her need she reaches out.

How many across our great state reach out 
daily to Him, without finding help in society, 
the home, or the church. Reaching out in 
needy faith—God honors the expression of a 
needy faith.

THE DISCIPLES SHOW US ANOTHER 
RESPONSE OF FAITH-LIMITED FAITH. 
They said, “How can you know who touched 

you? Master, how can you possibly know who 
touched you in all this crowd?”

We are in danger by our very size in becom
ing so impersonal that we seek to minister to 
the masses and never see the individuals who 
make up the masses.

Our God is a personal God Who knows our 
needs individually. He knows us by name. 
John 10:3, “The sheep hear his voice, and He 
calleth his own sheep by name, and leadeth 
them out.” He knows the hair on my head or 
the lack of it. He knows the sparrow’s fall.

Do we have a limited faith in God when we 
say, “if you are going to do it, Lord, it has to 
happen between 11-12 o’clock on Sunday 
morning or 6-8 on Sunday night?”

Do we limit Him by saying that He speaks 
only through the piano and organ and that’s 
all, not ever a sanctified guitar?

Do we limit our faith in God when we are 
piling up billions of dollars of indebtedness at 
an all time high interest rate?

Are we limiting our faith in Him when we 
refuse to take seriously the challenge of Bold 
Mission Thrust?

God’s call for our day is to an unlimited and 
unrestricted faith in Him.

God has always been the God of the impos
sible. With men there are many impos
sibilities, but with God all things are possible. 
This was Abraham’s thoughts when God gave 
him the good news about Isaac—impossible. 
But God would not be limited or restricted by 
the natural barrier of age. He calls us this day 
to an unlimited faith in Him.

INADEQUATE FAITH IS EXPRESSED 
BYJAIRUS’ SERVANTS. The word came to 
them that Jairus’ daughter is dead. They said, 
“Don’t trouble the Master any longer, she is 
dead.” They thought it was too late. They 
thought the situation was helpless. Their faith 
was an inadequate faith. We are hemmed in so 
often because we walk by what we see, not by 
what God can do.

There are far too many churches today that 
have reached the level of inadequacy experi
enced by Jairus’ servants. They feel their 
work and witness in an evil society is helpless 
and hopeless. Nothing further can be done. 
Their faith is inadequate.

The call of the hour is for adequate faith that 
will face the impossibilities of today. God calls 
us in this day to an adequate faith.

THE INNER CIRCLE COMPOSED OF 
PETER, JAMES, AND JOHN AND THE 
GIRL’S PARENTS EXPRESS EXPECTANT 
FAITH. They knew Jesus could do something. 
Because He was Jesus, they expected Him to 
do something. Week by week, month by 
month, year by year, many of our people come 
to the house of God with the same set of prob-

(Continued on Page 10)
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lems, the same attitudes, and the same defeat. 
They do not expect anything to happen and go 
away without experiencing disappointment. 
Sometimes preachers fit into this category. 
Did you ever wonder why the Lord chose 
these three men to accompany Him?

Martha needed a good dose of expectant 
faith when brother Lazarus died. “Lord, if 
Thou hadst been here, my brother would not 
have died.’’ Martha, don’t you know that 
Jesus is the same Lord over the funeral parlor 
as He is over the hospital sick room. Our gen
eration is unmoved and untouched by those 
who do not expect anything to happen. But 
when a church begins to expect great things to 
happen, they generally do. When the world 
sees the impossible made possible by the 
power of God, they respond. God calls us to an 
expectant faith.

THERE IS A NEGATIVE FAITH RE
SPONSE TO BE SEEN IN THE MOUR
NERS. Seeing them weeping and shrieking 
outside the bed chamber of the little girl added 
to the apparent hopelessness of the situation.

Most of us are well acquainted with these 
modern day mourners who express negative 
faith. Their number is legion in many of our 
churches. Their favorite chorus is the seven 
last words, “It’s a great idea, but it won’t work 
here.”
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Address all requests to:
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Gideon encountered negative faith and had 
a solution. He said, “Tell the fearful and the 
afraid to go home.” That’s good advice. I 
would hope all the fearful and the afraid would 
go home at budget time, and any other time 
when the church is trying to move forward. 
God cannot use negative faith. Jesus drove 
away the mourners. He calls upon us to de
nounce and drive away negative faith.

THERE IS ANOTHER FAITH ILLUS
TRATED IN THIS STORY-AUTHENTIC 
FAITH. It is the heart of the story. Jesus made 
Jairus wait while He healed the woman. Have 
you ever tried to put yourself in Jairus’ place? 
Have you ever tried to feel what he must have 
felt as he waited? Why did Jesus make him 
wait? Because He wanted to produce in him 
the one thing that our Lord wants to produce 
in Tennessee Baptists. He wants to produce 
an authentic faith, a faith that is real, a faith 
that will cause a waiting world to sit up and 
take notice.

What kind of faith is an authentic faith?
It is faith that is unhurried.
This kind of faith causes us to move calmly 

through the storms that come against the 
church.

It causes us to stay on course no matter how 
difficult the task.

Tennessee Baptists will face some great

storms in the days ahead. Our faith must be 
real. It must not be filled with hypocrisy. God 
desires us to walk by faith, not sight. It causes 
us to patiently move forward, no matter what 
the outward circumstances.

Authentic faith is sensitive to the needs of 
everyone, not just to those who have obvious 
needs but to the unnoticed, the nobodies, the 
language groups, the deaf, the down-and-outs, 
and the up-and outs.

Authentic faith is limitless. It cannot be 
fenced in by church fields and state lines, but it 
reaches to every kindred, tongue, and nation. 
It must not be stifled by traditionalism or for
malism.

Authentic faith accomplishes the impossi
ble, it expects an answer from on high.

Authentic faith is faith in Jesus as the only 
Savior and coming Lord.

Authentic faith accepts the Bible as God’s 
Holy, inspired, infallible word.

Authentic faith says, “ . . .not by might, nor 
by power, but by my Spirit, saith the Lord” 
(Zech. 4:6).

Authentic faith looks to the church as the 
body of Christ and sees it as God’s plan for 
worldwide redemption until Jesus comes 
back.

Authentic faith expresses itself in the win
ning of souls, the tithing of income, and the 
discipleship of believers.

Authentic faith manifests the spirit of love 
and cooperation. It means a tough mind con
cerning matters of doctrine, but a big heart 
concerning needs of others.

Authentic faith is the faith our Lord dis
played. It is the faith to which He calls us 
today. I challenge you as a person, as a 
church, as a state convention, and as a de
nomination to an authentic faith in our risen 
Lord. It is God’s new call for our new day.

“But without faith it is impossible to please 
Him; for he that cometh to God must believe 
(authentic faith) that He is, and that He is a 
re warder of them that diligently seek Him.” 
(Heb. 11:6).
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Editor’s Note: This is the manuscript of the President’s Address which was preached Nov. 14 at the 
Tennessee Baptist Convention.

'That We Fail Not Man
By Bill Sherman, pastor 

Woodmont Church 
Nashville, Tennessee

Text: Hebrews 12:1-2

According to this passage in Hebrews, you 
and I are spiritual athletes. We are Christian 
runners. Let’s examine where, why, how, and 
when we are to run.

I. We Must Run—Where?

We run today on a homocentric track. Ours 
is a secular age. What does this mean? Simply, 
that a lot of people do not think that God is 

necessary anymore. 
We live in an age that 
is man-centered. 
What are the ear
marks of our age?

Rebellion—It isn’t 
just ole blue eyes 
singing “I Did It My 
Way” anymore. 
Everybody has 
joined in. Even some 
brash theologians are 
saying that not only is

Sherman God unnecessary, He 
is dead. Yes, sin is man’s declaration of inde
pendence from God. Rebellion lies at the core 
of man’s revolt.

Permissiveness—Since modern man doesn’t 
think he has to answer to God, ‘‘anything 
goes.” When will we learn that anytime “any
thing goes,” it is not long until “everything’s 
gone.”

Shamelessness—Daniel Defoe’s words of an 
earlier era are so fitting for our own: ‘ ‘ Men are 
not ashamed to sin, but are ashamed to repent; 
not ashamed to do that which they ought to be 
ashamed of, but ashamed to do that which is 
their only hope and rescue.”

Meaninglessness—Yes, today many humans 
are leading lives of “quiet desperation.” Their 
lives are dangling modifiers. They would join 
Rabelais in saying “down with the curtain, to 
end with the farce!”

So an imminent historian has written “the 
essential question of our day is not East versus 
West, or Communism versus Capitalism. The 
essential question is whether modern man can 
stand to live without God.”

So Nietzsche, who had said God is dead, 
died in an asylum; so well he might for he had 
nothing to stand on to face life.

Cynicism—For man to run without God is to 
run on a treadmill. Life doesn’t make sense 
anymore. He isn’t going anywhere. Cynicism 
inevitably follows.

A lady went into a department store to buy a 
toy for her four year old. She wanted an educa
tional toy. When she questioned the clerk 

about the toy being too advanced he replied, 
“Oh, it’s O.K., lady. This toy will teach your 
child how to live in the real world ’cause no 
matter how he puts it together, it won’t 
work!”

Is not the spirit of our times reflected in the 
lyrics of the country tune . . .“It’s just all 
slip-sliding away”?

II. We Must Run—Why?
In today’s world we run to announce Jesus 

Christ.
Martin Luther told the young preachers of 

Wittenberg, “You spend too much time in the 
pulpit arguing for God. We do not preach to 
argue God, we come to announce God. The 
gospel has arms and legs, and it will go after a 
man.” Be it so in our pulpits. We come to 
declare that God is not in the shape of any kind 
of square!

Jesus Christ is God’s answer for the human 
predicament. He turns things around. Just as 
Michelangelo carved his beautiful statue of 
“David” from a block of marble that another 
sculptor had used and marred, Christ does the 
same for our lives. He makes something beaut
iful of our lives.

As J. Wilbur Chapman said, “I know a 
world that is lost in sin where men oft faint and 
tire; but I know a name, a precious name, that 
can set that world on fire.”

We also run to call our age to repentance.
Sin is bad news. It is not harmful because it 

is forbidden. It is forbidden because it is harm
ful. The anecdote for sin is repentance. This is 
the heart of the problem.

One day Emerson pridefully said to 
Thoreau, “Now David, Harvard College has 
all of the branches of learning.” Thoreau 
scornfully replied, “Yes, all of the branches 
and none of the roots.”

Sin is the root problem of our society. We 
must prophetically declare what is right and 
what is wrong. We are called to give our soci
ety a conscience.

We further run to marshal our moral muscle 
in the marketplace.

We Baptists number almost one million in 
Tennessee. Christ commands us to be salt and 
light. We are to take our Christianity to the 
marketplace. Many have long since learned 
that “a closed mouth gathers no foot.” We 
must overcome the sin of silence.

Like the prophets of old, we must hammer 
against the sins of pride, racism, gambling, 
manipulation, pornography, and lying. Just as 
Christ challenged the sins of the Pharisees, so 
must we “tell it like it is” in the meetinghouse, 
the State House, the White House, and the 
Glass House on the East River.

We are also to run for Jesus’ sake.
We are not in the game to make names for 

ourselves. We are not in the Kingdom to build

nor Thee'
kingdoms of our own. We must realize that 
Christ can do without you or me, this church 
or that one, one denomination or another—but 
none of us can do without Jesus Christ.

III. We Must Run—How?

What style of runner must we be? Several 
things go into this.

First, we must be Godly. The first prerequi
site of the members of our boards of involve
ment in our convention must be godliness.

Second, we must firmly support the Scrip
ture. We are not here to apologize for the 
Bible. We are here to believe and support its 
truths.

Third, we must trust each other. A part of 
trust is openness. Every Baptist has the right 
to know of the working of every institution and 
agency of our state convention.

Again, we must love each other. Thank 
heaven there is enough love to go around. 
Let’s quit thinking about which part of the 
state we’re from. Let’s start loving each other 
as Christians and get on with it.

Further, we must be honest. Honesty is the 
glue that holds us together. Every pastor must 
be honest with his people and vice versa; and 
every convention servant must be honest with 
all churches. Every church should carry her 
fair share of the Cooperative Program load.

We must also be courageous. Let’s not duck 
moral issues. Let’s not be selective in the sins 
we fight. Not everything that is faced can be 
changed, but nothing can be changed if it isn’t 
faced. Do some churches look for a bland 
preacher so they can have the bland leading 
the bland?

We must be humble. It is Christ we are here 
to magnify. After all, a man is never so empty 
as when he is full of himself.

Finally, we must have a God-reliance. When 
we rely on the Power within us that is from 
above us, we will not fall to the sins that are 
about us. A God renewal is imperative in our 
lives. Unless we come apart, we’re apt to fall 
apart.

IV. We Must Run—Now!

We are in the middle of a herculean under
taking called “Bold Mission Thrust.” The 
goal is to reach our world for Jesus Christ by 
the year 2000 A.D. This means that we’re 
going to have to run harder and faster. How 
can we do it?

By setting our sails—“One ship sails East, 
another West on the self-same winds that 
blow. Tis the set of the sails and not the gales 
that decides which way one goes.”

The same is true in our churches. We need

(Continued on Page 12)
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to trim our sails. We need to reorder our 
priorities if we will truly reach our world for 
Christ.

By renewing our commitments—Were not 
Bonhoeffer’s words true when he wrote: 
‘ ‘ When Jesus Christ calls a man to follow Him, 
He bids him come and die”?

We need to come back to Bethel.
Borden of Yale gave his life in Christian 

missions. In his diary is found this statement: 
“In every heart there is a throne and a cross. 
When self is on the throne, Christ remains on 
the cross. Only as we place Christ on the 
throne, then alone can we bear the cross.”

Yes, it doesn’t take much of a man to be a 
Christian, but it takes all of him.

By becoming available—God is not as in
terested in our ability or inability as He is our 
availability. It is true that it doesn’t take a man 
with extraordinary ability to make an extraor
dinary contribution. God has a way of striking 
straight licks with crooked sticks. This is 
where we come in.

I like the way George Eliot says it: “I say 
not God Himself can do man’s best without 
best men to help him. Tis God gives skill but 
not without man’s hands, for God could not 
build Antonio Stradivari’s violins without An
tonio.”

Finally, by moving out—Discipleship is a 

verb. We can’t go on just being a good egg. We 
must either hatch or go bad,

The novel, On The Beach, tells a story in 
which atomic weapons are used to destroy a 
large portion of the population of our world. 
The survivors linger only to discover that they 
too will die in a short while from lethal fallout. 
Two of the characters are pensively pondering 
their predicament when one says to the other, 
“Why did this have to happen to us? We never 
did anything.”

The other responds, “Maybe that’s the 
reason—we just never did anything.”

Our world is dying. We must do something 
about it! And we must do it now.

In anticipation of the opening of the new 
meetinghouse of Riverside Church in New 
York City, Harry Emerson Fosdick penned a 
courageous hymn. It was first sung at the 
opening service, Oct. 5, 1930. In the heart of 
the great depression with uncertainty all 
around, the people of God stood and sang:

“Set our feet on lofty places; Gird our 
lives that they may be armored with all 
Christ-like graces in the fight to set men 
free. Grant us wisdom, Grant us cour
age, That we fail not man nor Thee!”

As we run our race, may this be the theme 
and prayer of every member of the Tennessee 
Baptist Convention.

Grant us wisdom, Grant us courage, 
That we fail not man nor Thee.
That we fail not man nor Thee.

where, when needed
GUATEMALA CITY, Guatemala—Earl 

Gibson, a 54-year-old Baptist builder from 
Erick, Okla., will drop almost anything for 
foreign missions.

For instance, when James W. Cecil, the 
Southern Baptist Foreign Mission Board’s as
sociate consultant on laymen overseas, called 
him about a need for help, Gibson delayed a 
house he was finishing to join L. B. Morrow of 
Tennessee in a two-week assignment in 
Guatemala.

There Gibson built cabinets in a new mis- 
, sionary residence in Guatemala City—just one 

in a series of volunteer projects he has done in 
conjunction with overseas missions.

While in Guatemala, Gibson revisited Tec
pan, where he saw the finished church build
ing he and other volunteers had begun in June 
1976—just four months following the 
earthquake that destroyed 15 baptist church 
buildings and took the lives of two Baptist 
pastors. Last February Gibson helped con
struct a church building in Tembaly, Argen
tina.

Gibson summarized his faith: “We can go to 
church on Sunday and hear the gospel this 
month and next year. I get satisfaction from 
applying my faith practically. After all, the 
Bible says, ‘Be ye doers of the word and not 
hearers only.’ ” (BP)

UImkK
TENNESSEE

Thank You, 
Tennessee Baptists 

for helping make the slogan at the left a reality. 
Without your support Union University would not be 
able to offer the varied curriculum it has to a record 
number of students this year. Thank you for your con
fidence in Christian higher education and your faith in 
ours ministry to 1,217 students.

Union University In Review -- Your Baptist College “Where It All Comes Together
• 1,217 enrolled (UP 6%)
• 898 Baptist students (74% of student body)
• 178 students in Church-Related Vocation study
• Seminary Extension Center opened new branch 

office in Weakley County in September
• 26 students served this past summer in summer 

missions
• Among all Tennessee colleges, Union led the 

state with $5,049 raised for summer mission work

• 69 weekend revival teams and 15 retreat teams 
registered more than 300 decisions last academic 
year

• Union recently completed its eleventh consecu
tive year with a balanced budget

• A team of Union students started a completely 
new church in Belding, Michigan, this past 
summer. The growing congregation recently 
called its first pastor. In response, three such 
teams have been requested for next summer.

Union is now offering 28 majors and four degrees
I
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Murdered missionary's widow expects victories
By Ruth Fowler Africans in leadership positions in Rhodesia.

NASHVILLE—Margaret Dunaway has lost 
her husband, her adopted homeland and 
people, and—for now—her work as a mission
ary. Yet, she smiles, waiting expectantly to 
see God “work His miracles” to change these 
losses into victories.

Mrs. Dunaway, the widow of Archie G. 
Dunaway Jr., who was murdered in Rhodesia 
in June, teaches midwifery at a Nashville med
ical shcool as the first step toward rebuilding 
her life.

She and her husband served 31 years in 
Africa—first in Nigeria and then in 
Rhodesia—before guerillas killed Dunaway at 
the Sanyati Baptist Compound. Mrs. Duna
way saw the people she believes were his 
murderers just minutes after he failed to meet 
her at their usual time after work.

His bayoneted body was not discovered 
until the next morning, but Mrs. Dunaway 
sensed almost immediately that her husband 
had been killed.

“I have to believe that this was God’s plan 
for Archie’s life all along,” she says. She also 
believes he may have deliberately led the at
tackers away from the hospital and from the 
other missionaries. “He would have done 
anything to keep them away from me,” she 
says.

Guerilla fighters usually kill all the white 
missionaries at a settlement when they attack, 
but only Dunaway was killed at Sanyati.

Dunaway was the station evangelist and 
manager. He advised local churches and kept 
the buildings, grounds, and machinery of the 
compound in repair.

On the day of the murder, Mrs. Dunaway 
left the hospital to find her husband’s car 
parked outside with their little dog in it. After 
looking around for Dunaway, she walked to 
their nearby home. The compound is about 50 
acres and contains the hospital, living quarters 
for missionaries and Africans, and the Sanyati

SMALL COMFORT—Margaret Dunaway 
brought “Joe” with her when she left her 
adopted homeland of Rhodesia following her 
husband’s murder at the Sanyati Baptist Hospi
tal. She has greater comfort in her faith that 
Christ will turn the tragedy into a witness of His 
power.

gift of God,” she said. “I don’t believe God 
led us through so much to have it all end like 
this. I know He is still at work.”

Her heart is in Africa. She wants to return. 
Her work is unfinished.

A school for midwives opened under her 
direction at Sanyati just a year ago. She had 
some promising students and hoped they 
would become teachers, keeping with the 
Southern Baptist missionaries’ plan to have 

The missionaries realized their time in Africa 
might be shortened by the political trouble and 
wanted the work to go on if they had to leave.

Her husband had hoped to find an African 
station manager for many months, but had 
not.

Except for weekly visits by Maurice L. 
Randall, a physician, and John W. Monroe, a 
dentist, the 300,000 residents of the Sanyati 
Tribal Trust now have no medical care. The 
schools and churches continue under gui
dance of African leaders who were in charge 
before Dunaway’s death.

“We wanted to start the midwifery school 
last fall, and then I became ill. It looked for a 
time as though I could not work in Rhodesia,” 
Mrs. Dunaway recalls. Then through what she 
considers “an absolute miracle of God” she 
recovered and the school began.

“God had taken us so far, through so much, 
to get us to the point where we were last June 
that I can’t believe it’s really over,” Mrs. 
Dunaway says. She remembers that she and 
her husband were called to foreign missions 
work when they met and married 33 years ago. 
Throughout those years she had seen God’s 
leadership in their lives.

“Archie's funeral was a real victory service 
showing the power of God,” she says. “God is 
at work, and we’ll see people coming to know 
Christ because of all that has happened.”

And so Margaret Dunaway faces a new life 
with much that is familiar to her gone. But she 
is not forlorn; she smiles, confident in the final 
victory of Christ. (BP)

FIBER GLASS BAPTISTRIES
Repair Old and Build New 

Call 373-0710 or Write 
ASHBAUGH FIBER GLASS 

P.O. Box 22894, Nashville, Tenn. 37202

schools.
Dunaway wasn’t home; so his wife returned 

to the hospital. It was then she saw a group of 
persons she couldn’t recognize gathered at the 
end of the hall with some hospital employees. 
She spoke to them, but they didn’t respond. 
She started to walk over to them, but increas
ing anxiety about her husband made her de
cide to continue the search.

She enlisted the help of other missionaries, 
and they called for security forces. But the 
dangers of nightfall were already descending 
and the security forces wouldn’t come until 
morning. As the night passed, she called her 
children in the United States to tell them their 
father was missing. All four Dunaway children 
are grown and live in the Nashville area.

About 7:00 the next morning her fears were 
confirmed as her husband’s body was found. 
After a brief investigation, the Rhodesian sec
urity forces announced that their findings in
dicated a guerilla attack.

Mrs. Dunaway admits her grief is for more 
than her husband. Her life’s work is in Africa.

“I love the people of Africa in a way I can’t 
begin to describe. My love for them is a true

JOIN US FOR OUR SIXTH

DELUXE HOLY LAND TOUR
EGYPT, ISRAEL, JORDON 
FEBRUARY 12-22,1979 

11 DAYS - $1298 NY-NY
Visit Cairo, the Pyramids, the Egyptian Museum, Jerusalem, Bethlehem, 

Qumram, the Dead Sea, Caesarea, Megiddo, Nazareth, the Sea of Galilee, 
plus all major sites, Petra, Mt. Nebo, Amman, and more.

All deluxe hotels, daily sightseeing, all meals included. Outstanding 
Christian guides. Your trip to the Holy Land should be the finest available.

Call or write today for a brochure:

Dr. Jim McCluskey, Pastor Rev. Earl Wilson, Pastor
Wallace Memorial Baptist City View Baptist

Box 12185, Knoxville, Tennessee 37912 
Phone: (615) 689-2306 or (615) 688-1529
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pulpit
By Jim Griffith

The art of being truly grateful is becoming a lost art in many circles.
Although there is always something for which to be grateful, the grace of gratitude is often 

neglected.
There was the minister who one Sunday supplied the pulpit of a small church out from town. 

After the sermon, it was decided to pass the preacher’s hat and take up a collection for him.
His hat made the rounds and, to his surprise, came back empty. Bowing his head for the 

offertory prayer, the preacher prayed: “Lord, I thank Thee that I got my hat back!”
There was another preacher who was noted for his pulpit prayers which were always filled 

with thanksgiving.
One stormy Sunday a member of his congregation said, “He’ll have nothing to thank God for 

on a horrible day like this.”
But when the minister got up, he began his prayer, “We thank Thee, O Lord, that it is not 

always like this..”
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1 Paid notices
4 “I will destroy 

the —” (Ezek. 34)
7 Proceed, doggedly

11 Small taste
12 “that — me evil” 

(Psa. 40)
13 out the mote” 

(Luke 6)
14 Before fume or feet
15 Arrow poison
16 Man (2 Sani. 23:11)
17 “into the----- ”

(Acts 16)
20 Padded
22 “Ye did - well” 

(Gal. 5)
23 India, and others
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cooking meat
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29 Animal (Luke 19:30)
30 Twitch
31 “God shall - the 

trumpet” (Zech. 9)
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33 “neither bond nor 

(Gal. 3)
34 — California
35 Extinct bird
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(Col. 1)
42 Highway
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44 “He is of

(John 9)
47 Church part
48 Not his
49 Color
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51 Golfer’s mound
52 Member of 

congress: abbr.
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1 Snake
2 “shall — in your 

sins” (John 8)
3 “and — the blood” 

(Lev. 1)
4 Forfeit
5 Tribe (Luke 2:36)
6 “part of----”

(Acts 5)
7 Country 

(Rom. 15:24)
8 Wheel parts
9 Butter substitute

10 Secluded valley
12 “rebuked the —” 

(Luke 8)
18 Bird’s home
19 Groove
20 In all of Egypt 

(Ex. 8:16)
21 Party to: 2 words
24 “the crooked shall be 

made —” (Luke 3)
25 Menu item

.26 “wipe away----- ”
- (Rev. 7)

27 Barrow
28 Milkfish: pl.
31 Judge’s bench
33 In favor of
35 Biblical people

(Isa. 13:17)
36 Unwelcome picnic 

guests
37 Enoch’s son 

(Gen. 4:18)
38 Negative reply: 

slang
39 Fastener
40 Biblical pronoun
41 Swiss river
45 Direction to a horse
46 Edition: abbr.

Today’s Cryptoverse clue: Q equals T

Devotional

Spiritual Vision
By Wilda Greene

Many of us no longer have the joy of 20/20 
vision, or perfect eyesight, but with the help of 
proper lenses we still can manage. In the 
spiritual world, not many of us have 20/20 
vision, that is, the insight into the kind of life 
our Lord would have us live in the very day we 
are in.

When we look backward, we usually do so 
without 20/20 vision. The opinions and actions 
of the people among whom we spent so many 
years, which were not always right, have 
shaped us to their thinking. We are prone to 
feelings of inferiority, superiority, or impati
ence; to remorse and regret over missed op
portunities.

We have a way of thinking that nothing im
portant can happen in any given today. Yet, 
the great things God has prepared for as must 
be in the here and now; today is the day for 
things to happen.

It is hard to have perfect vision about to
morrow. We tend to think of the worst things 
that happened yesterday, imagine the worst 
thing that can happen tomorrow, and dread 
anything that can happen today. And all the 
while we pray “Thy will be done,” and won
der why nothing happens.

My first-grade grandson never tires of the 
game of connecting numbered dots to see what 
object will emerge. He begins with 1, then 
hunts for 2 and then 3 and so on. Sometimes 
the connecting lines are short, sometimes, 
long, but when they are completed an object 
appears. It may be a cat or a dog or a horse, but 
the one who prepared those dots and numbers 
had this object in mind.

Just so with our Lord and His plan for our 
lives. We can live them only one day at a time; 
one dot and one number, believing He can 
take our yesterdays, our todays, and our to
morrows. If we have faith to believe this, then 
we can know and follow even as my grandson 
draws his lines with wonder and expectation. 
Some day we will emerge into the being God 
intended us to when He first permitted us to 
live on His good earth.

Mrs. Greene is a member of Immanuel 
Church, Nashville, where she serves as an 
adult Sunday school teacher.

A K B B

F P Q D X G C

CUM Fliwm n
At a price ______ J

Any Church Can Afford^
Write or call

WIMR BROS.
MFC. CO.

Tel. (501) 675-2468  

Booneville, Arkansas .
72927 F ---------1
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Materials prepared for January Bible Study
NASHVILLE—January Bible Study, an an

nual Bible study event in Southern Baptist 
churches, will include a study of Mark’s Gos
pel for adults and 1 and 2 Timothy for youth. 
Resources also are available for preschool and 
children’s studies.

“January Bible Study provides an excellent 
opportunity for church members to organize 
their Bible knowledge through a survey of a 
whole book of the Bible or major part of a 
book,” said Stuart Arnold, project promotion 
consultant in the Sunday School Board’s Sun
day School department.

Bible Study Week is scheduled for Jan. 8-12 
on the Southern Baptist Convention’s de
nominational calendar, though some churches 
schedule JBS at other times due to weather 
conditions.

Arnold said that while churches use diffe
rent formats and time slots for JBS, many are 
beginning on Sunday night and continuing 
through Wednesday or Thursday.

Mark: The Savior for Sinners by the late 
Raymond Bryan Brown is the title of the book 
which adults will study. Other resources av
ailable by the same title include a teaching 
guide, study guide, teaching resource kit, 
filmstrip, cassette tape, video cassette, and 
motion picture. All products may be pur
chased through Baptist Book Stores. The 
video cassette and motion picture may be

EVERYONE—January Bible Study will offer 
materials for all age groups.

purchased or rented through Baptist Film 
Centers.

Christ: Style for Discipleship by Carolyn 
Blevins is the youth study book on 1 and 2 
Timothy. A teaching resource kit by the same 
title also is available. Mrs. Blevins teaches at 
Carson-Newman College, Jefferson City.

This Is My Bible by Bethann F. Van Ness 

and William L. Blackwell and How Can I 
Please God? by Lou Mishler Heath are the 
books for older and younger children, respec
tively. t

Older preschoolers will study Discovering 
Sounds by Mary Liew Browns and younger 
preschoolers, Jesus Loves Me.

Returning Tennessean 
leads Smyrna Church

Kentucky pastor Swan Bush has accepted 
the call to serve as pastor of Smyrna Church in 
Evensville, and is already on the field. For the 
past six years, he led the congregation of Hy
land Heights Church in Catlettsburg, Ky.

Prior to that, he served a church in Middles- 
boro, Ky. and several churches in east Ten
nessee.

A native of east Tennessee, he attended 
Clear Creek School in Pineville, Ky., and 
Carson-Newman College in Jefferson City.

Two of Bush’s sons, Cyrus W. and Willis 
Bennie are ministerial students. Cyrus is at
tending Southwestern Baptist Theological 
Seminary, Fort Worth, preparing fora career 
in foreign missions; and Willis attends Cum
berland College in Williamsburg, Ky., where 
he is studying for the ministry.

Your East Tennessee Baptist College

Offers Quality Education From A Christian Perspective ...
* ❖ * * * *
To find out more about your future at Carson-Newman College, complete the 
form below and return to: Jack Shannon, Director of Admissions, Carson-Newman 
College, Jefferson City, Tennessee 37760.

I want to know more about Carson-Newman

Name

Mr. 
Ms. 
Miss 
Mrs.

last first middle

Address ________________________________________________________________________________________________ ___
number/street city state zip

Phon e______________ 
area code

 Year of high school graduation Please send: 
local no. 

Name you go by _____________________________________________  
□ Application Forms 
□ Financial Aid Information 
□ Catalog

High school or college presently attending 

My area(s) of interest:
Art
Biology
Business administration
Chemisti7
Communications
Economics
Education, elementary
Education, secondary
English
Foreign Language
History, political science

Home economics
Latin American Studies
Mathematics
Music
Philosophy
Physical education & health
Physics
Pre-dentistry
Pre-engineering
Pre-forestry
Pre-law

I am interested in enrolling at Carson-Newman for: □ Fall □ Spring

Pre-medicine
Pre-medical records administration
Pre-nursing
Pre-pharmacy
Psychology
Religion
Sociology
Speech
Liberal arts—Major undecided

□ Summer Year______________
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We had a choice!
Fortunately we have good health 

and each other. But it’s so nice not 
to have to spend our retirement 
years cutting grass and cleaning 
out gutters.

We can do what we want to do—
—fish—travel—visit— 

without worrying about the 
house

HAPPY?? 

YOU BET!! 

BECAUSE

WE CHOSE 

DEER LAKE

affordable, 
comfortable, 

creative retirement 
in a Christian community

WHERE? Highway 70S & 
Hicks Road in Belle
vue community of 
Nashville, near 
shopping center, 
bus line, churches, 
parks

Alvin Patterson named
Copper Basin moderator

Alvin Patterson, pastor of Pleasant Hill 
Church, Copperhill, was elected moderator 
for Copper Basin Association during the re
cent annual meeting of that association. Pat
terson succeeds J.C. Swanson, pastor of Cole
town Church, in the post.

Messengers also elected Tony Powers, pas
tor of Mine City Church, as vice-moderator; 
O.F. Amburn, a member of Pleasant Hill 
Church, as treasurer; and Guy Burger, a 
member of Bethlehem Church, as clerk.

Powers presented a motion that the associa- 
tional constitution be amended to add a youth 
committee to its existing standing committees.

Coletown and Turtletown Churches are 
scheduled to host the 1979 sessions in Oc
tober.

HISTORICALLY
FROM THE FILES

50 YEARS AGO
W. J. Watson resigned as pastor at 

White House after serving as pastor for 
two years. —

Park Avenue Church, Nashville, or
dained C. H. Robinson to the gospel 
ministry at the request of the Joelton 
church who had called him for half-time 
preaching.

—have a house that’s so reason
able that we have money left 
over

WHAT? One or two bed
room patio homes 
that you purchase

25 YEARS AGO

—decorate the place ourselves 
with our own things, and then 
turn the outside over to the 
managers

HOW MUCH? Only $29,000- 
$35,000 with 75% 
financing available

—visit with our neighbors or be 
alone, whatever we choose be
cause

WHAT’S INCLUDED?
Appliances, air 
conditioning, carpet

Boulevard Church, Memphis planned 
to retire its indebtedness at the rate of 
$1,000 per month. C. M. Pickier was 
pastor.

John W. Lowrance, pastor of First 
Church, Dover, accepted a call to be
come pastor of Calvary Church, 
Nashville.

10 YEARS AGO
WHEN? NOW!

WE CHOSE 
DEER LAKE

Call 
(615) 646-3337 

or 
(615) 385-3222

Contact: Retirement Housing Services, Nashville, Tennessee 

615-385-3222
Sponsored by: Tennessee Baptist Service Corporation 615-373-2255

Gale Alexander of Bogue Chitto, 
Miss., accepted the call of First Church, 
Obion, as pastor.

A scholarship in the field of religious 
drama was established at Belmont Col
lege in appreciation of John D. Freeman 
who had served as editor of the Baptist 
and Reflector and as executive 
secretary-treasurer of the TBC. The 
Freemans were celebrating their 50th 
wedding anniversary. He was a member 
of Belmont Heights Church staff where 
he was employed as senior minister.
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interpretation

Evidence of salvation
By Herschel H. Hobbs

“Now if any man have not the Spirit of 
Christ, he is none of His.” Romans 8:9

Much is being said today about the “bap
tism of the Holy Spirit” or the “second bles
sing.” The meaning being that after regenera
tion a person continues to grow spiritually 
until he reaches the stage where he experi
ences the baptism of the Holy Spirit, and is, 
therefore, sanctified. The New Testament 
does not teach this.

For one thing, the only time the Holy Spirit 
is mentioned as baptizing is in 1 Cor. 12:13. 
And it involves “we all,” not an elite few. The 
reference is to the Spirit effecting the fellow
ship within the church family. Furthermore, in 
Acts the only times the Spirit is seen coming 
upon individuals (not the church as a body), it 
is related to regeneration (8:17; 10:44; 19:6). 
The Greek text of Acts 19:2 reads, “Did ye 
receive the Holy Spirit when ye believed?”

Paul simply wanted to ascertain whether or 
not they were Christians. The interval bet
ween regeneration and the coming of the Spirit 
upon believers in Samaria may be explained 
by the fact that, unlike Caesarea and Ephesus, 
there was no apostle present to affirm that the 
Samaritans had been saved. In some manner 
unknown to us, the Spirit came upon the saved 
to show that they had a genuine experience of 
grace (see Acts 11:15-18).

In John 14:17 Jesus told the eleven apostles 
that they had the Spirit dwelling in them. 
Though the Corinthian Christians did not act 
very saintly, Paul addressed them as “saints” 
(1 Cor. 1:2; 2 Cor. 1:1). “Saints” means “holy 
ones,” sanctified ones,” “set apart ones.”

All of these things agree with Rom. 8:9. 
Paul’s statement means that the indwelling 
Spirit is an evidence of regeneration, not of 
sanctification, as some define it. Thus in the 
Christian experience the indwelling Spirit is a 
necessity, not an extra. If one is not indwelt by 
the Spirit, he is not a Christian.

The overall New Testament teaches that the 
Holy Spirit takes up His abode in one’s life the 
moment he is saved. Thus that person is 
sanctified or set apart as one dedicated to 
God’s service. We do not grow into the state of 
sanctification. We grow in the state of 
sanctification.

Trite but true is the saying that as a Christian 
you have all of the Holy Spirit there is; the 
question is whether or not He has all of you 
there is.

Golden Gate to expand 
housing for students

MILL VALLEY, Calif.—The executive 
committee of the Golden Gate Baptist 
Theological Seminary trustees voted approval 
of the seminary’s capital funds/endowment 
programs, encouraged the administration to 
expand its branches to key cities in the West, 
and took steps to ease the housing crunch 
caused by enrollment increases.

President William M. Pinson Jr. reported on 
the progress of new projects at the seminary, 
including family life enrichment programs, the 
World Mission Center, the Baker James 
Cauthen Chair of World Missions, and the 
library.

The first phase of the capital funds/ 
endowment program will amount to 
$6,500,000. It includes cost of the Cauthen 
chair of missions, the library, student housing, 
a recreation center, and the Chapel/World 
Mission Center.

The housing crunch received high priority. 
Steps were authorized to make possible at 
least 40 new multi-purpose housing units be
cause of a recent capital grant from the 
Cooperative Program of the Southern Baptist 
Convention.

Pinson also reported on progress of courses 
offered to non-degree, ethnic and bi vocational 
students. Classes in the Los Angeles area and 
the Bay Area have been functioning with plans 
for enlargement under way. (BP)

NINETY-NINE and COUNTING...
APPROACHING OUR 100TH YEAR - AT OUR BEST

■ Since 1880, a day and residential coed 
preparatory school

■ Serving grades eight through twelve

■ Environment conducive to study and 
achievement

■ Committed to development of character 
and Christian values

■ Close, friendly student-teacher relations

■ Experienced in identifying student needs

■ Emphasis upon individual attention

■ Abundant opportunities for participation

■ Fosters responsibility and self reliance

■ College preparatory program for the deaf

Near a Centurv Meetiny vouth s special needs in the formative years 
For catalog, call or write the Registrar. 615/573-8321 • Seymour. TN 37865
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HOLY LAND PLUS
Jordan (Petra) - Egypt (Cairo)

Feb. 5-15,1979 
Masada included in Israel 

First Class $1089
11 Days—all tips and taxes included

Ansell T. Baker
First Baptist Church 
Athens, TN 37303

“Join my 11th Holy Land Tour”
(Adv.)

Southwestern graduate leads 
congregation near Paris

Jerry Boswell, former pastor at Macedonia 
Church, Beulah Association, assumed new 
duties as pastor of Bethlehem Church near 
Paris last month.

A graduate of Southwestern Baptist 
Theological Seminary in Fort Worth, Tex., 
Boswell has led churches in Texas and in Ten
nessee.

Ecuador adds Indian church

GUAYAQUIL, Ecuador—Secoya Indian 
Chief Cecilio Piaguage, dressed in native cos
tume, sang and played a wooden Hute as he 
and several members of his tribe and church 
became the first group of eastern jungle In
dians to unite with the Ecuadorian Baptist 
Convention.

Secoya work was begun in a village on the 
Napo River several years ago. Contact was 
made with Baptists in the area. As a result, the 
Secoyas sought membership in the Baptist 
convention. (FMB)He succeeds Paul Merwin at Bethlehem.

IF IT WEREN’T FOR YOU, WE WOULDN’T BE HERE!
You —in the form of your gifts to the Coop- \ 

erative Program. We’re here because you 
cared, because you gave, and we want to 
thank you.

Through the SBC Cooperative Program, 
Southern Baptists gave $9,602,815 to the 
Home Mission Board in 1977. This represents 
about six percent of the churches’ total con
tributions to the Cooperative Program. When 
the tally is in for 1978, this figure is expected 
to be even higher.

We want to assure you that these funds are 
being spent with the utmost care and plan
ning as we try to stretch them as far as they 
will go. Take a look at what you’re doing 
through the Cooperative Program and the 
Home Mission Board...and be proud.

For more information on the Home Mis
sion Board and home missions ministries, 
write:

Promotion Department
Home Mission Board
1350 Spring Street, NW
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Bible society publishes Scriptures 
for international year of the child

NEW YORK—A special children’s edition 
of the Good News Bible, complete with color
ful illustrations, will be a part of the American 
Bible Society’s extensive plans to produce 
and distribute Scriptures aimed at young audi
ences throughout 1979. This program will 
coincide with the United Nations-proclaimed 
International Year of the Child.

The new children’s Bible is scheduled for 
publication in April 1979. Six-million copies of 
the widely-praised Good News Bible, which 
was published in 1976, are already in circula
tion around the world.

The U.S. Census Bureau estimates that 
there are nearly 57-million children under the 
age of 15 in the United States today. The 
American Bible Society’s goal is to reach each 
of them with the Word of God during the com
ing year.

The various formats and designs for the 
other Scriptures will be just as bright and col
orful. They will also use the text of the Good 
News Bible since its clarity and simplicity are 
regarded as helpful to young people.

Radio-TV Commission cited 
for alcohol abuse battle

FORT WORTH, Tex.—The Southern Bap
tist Radio and Television Commission pro
gram “Powerline” has been commended by 
the National Institute on Alcohol Abuse and 
Alcoholism for its efforts in combating youth 
alcoholism.

Harry Bell, director of public affairs for the 
institute in Washington, D. C., cited the show 
for its numerous editorials on alcoholism. 
“This program is making an impact on 
youth,” he said. “It has put the disease of 
alcoholism in its proper perspective. Kids are 
like sponges in absorbing all that is around 
them. ‘Powerline’ has made it clear that al
coholism is a real and deadly road to follow. It 
has changed it from an attractive habit to the 
ugly condition that it is.” (BP)

PLAN NOW!!! for . . .
Church Construction
CHRISTIAN BUILDERS, INC. Write for
P.O. Box 571, Brentwood, TN 37027 FREE
CONSTRUCTION MANAGEMENT Brochure
FINANCIAL CONSULTATION
SPECIALIZED ARCHITECTURAL

PLANNING Phone (615) 373-3084

Drexel
Church Furnishings*

A group of 50 Selections from the Bible in a 
special translation suitable for children will 
also be published in 1979. These selections 
will utilize a vocabulary appropriate to a 
child’s level of understanding.

Among the many projects planned are a 
series of children’s Scripture selections with 
activity books for use in schools and Christian 
Education programs. These books utilize 
modern teaching techniques, emphasizing 
student participation, and learning by doing. 
Some of the materials will include puzzles, 
word games, quizzes, and coloring books.

TENNESSEE BAPTIST FOUNDATION
Dr. Jonas L. Stewart, Executive Secretary-Treasurer

Rev. Ernest C. Pippin, Assoc. Executive Secretary-Trust Officer

T rustees
John O. Ellis, Chairman—head of bank trust department
V. Gayle Alexander, Vice-chairman—pastor
George H. Lockett, Chairman executive committee—lawyer
R. B. Newby, Secretary—insurance agency executive
Stanley R. Brumfield—Vice-chairman—banker
J. Ben Carson—retired business man
John C. Stophel—attorney
Gene Taylor—attorney for insurance company
William H. Delaney—pastor
Milburn Templeton—president, manufacturing firm
C. LeRoy Norton, Jr.—co-owner of construction firm
William E. Kennedy—orthopedic surgeon
Dale Kelley—owner of insurance company
Howard Guthrie—business man, farming interests
Howard Cockrum—land developer, real estate, construction

The Tennessee Baptist Foundation offers its services to provide 
information for preparing a Christian will, assists in establishing a 
living trust and other areas of estate planning. The Foundation 
makes no charges for any of its services.

For information about how we can help you in any of the above 
write:

Tennessee Baptist Foundation 
P.O. Box 347

Brentwood, Tennessee 37027

The ultimate purpose in all we do is to bring men to God through 
Jesus Christ.

’(Adv.)

Humboldt First issues call 
to pastor Darrell Clarke

Darrell Clarke, pastor of Mt. Tirzah 
Church, Newbern, since 1974, has accepted 
the pastorate of First Church in Humboldt, He 
succeeds Raymond A. Boston, who assumed 
a pastorate in Dyersburg.

Clarke, a native of Henderson County, 
Tenn., is a graduate of Union University, 
Jackson, and Midwestern Baptist Theological 
Seminary, Kansas City, Mo. He is pursuing a 
doctor’s degree at Southern Baptist Theologi
cal Seminary in Louisville.

Previous pastorates include: Northern’s 
Chapel Church, Rutherford; Three way 
Church in Bells; and Eureka Valley Church in 
St. Joseph, Mo.

Pews, Pulpit and Chancel Furniture
Phone 704/322-8380

Dept J. P.O. Drawer 2187 
Hickory, North Carolina 28601
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FMB to provide 'Hotline' again
RICHMOND, Va.—Imagine receiving news 

from around the world for the cost of a 
3-minute station-to-station telephone call.

It can and will happen Nov. 15 through Dec. 
15 with the Southern Baptist Foreign Missions 
Hotline—a series of recorded messages pro
viding timely and urgent prayer requests from 
Southern Baptist overseas mission fields.

By dialing 804-355-6581 callers will hear 
David D. Burhans, chaplain to the University 
of Richmond, this year’s “voice” of the hot
line.

“Specific prayer gives way to specific 
answers,” said Bill O’Brien, hotline coor
dinator. The telephone messages are designed 
to do just that—allow callers to pray specifi
cally for missions as Southern Baptists ap

Give yourself a Christmas gift 
and join the L L L Club 

(senior citizens, Belmont Heights Church, 
Nashville)

ON A WILLIAMSBURG, VA. 
CHRISTMAS PACKAGE TOUR 

DEC. 17-21
15 to 20 more reservations available if 

made immediately
For details call Ray Odom at 615-292-0933 

proach the season focusing on praying for anc 
giving to overseas work through the Lottif 
Moon Christmas Offering for Foreign Mis 
sions.

The first of the recorded messages can bf 
heard Nov. 15 through Nov. 21. A new record 
ing of different prayer requests will be intro 
duced each Wednesday morning in the ensu 
ing weeks until Dec. 15—the last day the hot 
line will be available.

Going into its eighth year, missions hotlim 
information is gathered on a weekly basis fron 
Foreign Mission Board area officers and con 
suitants in Richmond. “It’s as fresh a; 
possible—priority requests,” said O’Brien 
“It’s not four or five months old. The fina 
script is made on the Tuesday before the mes 
sages are changed on Wednesday mornings 
Late-breaking requests are available.”

O’Brien suggested the caller jot down th< 
requests and present them at his weeklj 
prayer meeting. Or the missions hotline re 
quests might be mentioned as Christians g( 
into morning prayer at Sunday worship. H( 
added that hotline requests could be cap 
sulized in a church’s weekly paper.

BAPTIST AND REFLECTOR 
brings you news first

Snedden tells West Va.
of retirement plans

HUNTINGTON, W. Va.—John I. Snedden, 
who pioneered Southern Baptist work in West 
Virginia and was the West Virginia Conven
tion of Southern Baptists’ first executive sec
retary, announced his retirement at the con
vention’s annual meeting.

Snedden will retire Dec. 1, 1979, two 
months after he turns 65. He has been execu
tive secretary since 1971 and was director of 
missions and evangelism for the convention 
for two years before that. He was area 
missionary in Charleston, W. Va., for the 
Southern Baptist Home Mission Board for 13 
years before becoming missions director.

Resolutions were passed voicing dismay at 
the increase in legalized gambling in states 
around West Virginia and at the exploitation 
of sex on television and in movies. Other re
solutions asked prayer for government leaders 
and supported the expression of love' through 
marriage.

The convention approved sale of 12 acres of 
a 48-acre tract purchased two years ago in Elk 
View, 10 miles northeast of Charleston, for a 
site on which to build state offices. Original 
price of the entire tract was $100,000. The 
12-acre piece was sold for $100,000 with utility 
and excavation concessions from the de
veloper bringing the total value of the sale to 
around $300,000. State Baptist offices are cur
rently housed in a three-story converted resi
dence in St. Albans, 25 miles from the new 
office site. (BP)
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Retired Tennessee pastor, now 94, 
cites importance of keeping busy

RIDGECREST, N.C.—At 94, Clyde Burke 
was the oldest among more than 800 persons 
attending one of four weeks of Senior Adult 
Chautauquas here. Oldest in years, that is.

“I meet people 25 years younger than me in 
years, but 100 years older in spirit,” he 
laughed.

Burke, Tennessee native and former pastor 
who retired in 1956, now lives in Sarasota, Fla.

His pastorates in Tennessee included Con
cord Church, Chattanooga; First Church, 
Fountain City; and Mount Pleasant Church, 
Mount Pleasant. His last pastorate before re
tirement was First Baptist Church, Venice, 
Fla.

keeps busy mostly with his writing. He has 
had several articles published, completed a 
novel, and is currently working on a non
fiction manuscript.

Sports and the theater are Burke’s two hob
bies. He serves on the Sarasota sports com
mittee which sells tickets and ushers at 
baseball games. Burke gave up ushering a few 
years ago and now serves as a “goodwill mis
sionary,” walking around and visiting with the 
fans.

When he was 90, he tried golf but quit be
cause “it takes too much time. I have some 
things I want to do and I know 1 have just so 
much time left,” he said. (BSSB)

Baptist churches continue 
to increase in Europe

Baptist churches in Europe now number 
11,673, compared with 11,032 a year ago. The 
Baptists of the U.S.S.R. led in this increase, 
with the registered Baptist body there increas
ing its count from 5,020 to 5,200.

Membership in the Baptist churches of 
Europe also shows an increase, going from 
1,172,064 last year to 1,177,362 now. Most 
countries note that deaths of the older church 
members make it increasingly difficult to keep 
the enrolled membership on the rise. The 
U.S.S.R. Baptist World Alliance affiliate re
ported the same membership figure this year 
as last, 530,000.

Leading the way in increases this time were 
Portugal, Spain, the Netherlands, and the Un
ited Kingdom. (BWA)

Keeping busy has been a key to his staying 
young in spirit, Burke said. “I believe people 
ought to find something to do, and do it.”

For 11 years after he retired, he served as 
interim pastor at several churches. Burke

FMB sends relief funds
to Philippine victims

RICHMOND—The Southern Baptist 
Foreign Mission Board has sent an emergency 
allocation of $10,000 for food and temporary 
shelter to the Philippines in the wake of the 
typhoon which hit the islands in late October.

The typhoon, which caused considerable 
wind and flood damage, hit most heavily north 
of Manila on the island of Luzon.

Government reports indicate the storm and 
resulting flooding affected more than 575,000 
people. Observers describe the typhoon as the 
worst to hit the Philippines in seven years, 
reported James B. Slack, Philippine Baptist 
Mission chairman. No missionaries were re
ported injured.

The money will be used for food, temporary 
shelter or house repairs, and church repairs 
and to provide seed rice for farmers to replace 
ruined rice crops. (BP)

Mississippi College gets 
$100,000 Kresge grant

CLINTON, Miss.—Mississippi College has 
received a $100,000 challenge grant from The 
Kresge Foundation of Troy, Mich., toward 
the improvement of computer operations and 
renovation of certain facilities.

Proposed upgrading of the current compu
ter operations of the college includes a plan to 
make computing available to students 24 
hours a day, seven days a week. (BP)

—

Majestic.
Meditative.

Moderately priced.

From joyously inspirational to quietly reflective. The Baldwin 
C-630T organ was made to complement all aspects of worship. Its 
contemporary tonal design incorporates 36 independent voices, 
such special features as pre-sets, reverberation, a transposer, and 
Baldwin’s exclusive Tone Expander. The C-630T has the musical 
versatility one normally expects to find only in much larger organs — 
at a much larger price.

[ The Baldwin C-630T
The Baldwin C-630T meets specifications of the American 

Guild of Organists. It could meet your specifications, too. Find out 
today. See and hear it at your nearby Baldwin dealer’s showroom.
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UNIFORM SERIES
Lesson for Sunday, November 19

Setting life's priorities
By John H. Tullock, chairman 

Department of Religion and Philosophy 
Belmont College, Nashville

Basic Passages: Exodus 20:15, 17; Matthew 6:25-33, Mark 12:41-44; Luke 12:15-23 
Focal Passages Exodus 20:15, 17; Luke 12:15-23

Ours is an age of discontent, brought on in 
part by the fact that we are so dominated by 
television. Every program is constantly inter

rupted by advertisers 
who give us one hard 
sell after another 
about how badly we 
need their product. 
The aim of each com
pany is to convince 
us that we cannot 
possibly survive un
less we drink their 
drink, drive their car, 
or use their kind of

Tullock haircolor. Is it any 
wonder then that 

false ideas are aroused in us as to what life’s 
most important priorities are? While it is true 
that “we only go around once,” can we not 
have “gusto” some other way than by drink
ing beer. The Lord help us if we cannot!

False ideas about what makes life meaning
ful undoubtedly contribute to the rise in the 
crimes of stealing, robbery, and even murder. 
Those who do not have those status symbols 
which are told are necessary for a full life often
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resort to violent means to get them when other 
means fail. It is timely, then, to remind our
selves of the Biblical lessons about what really 
is important in life.

The right to property (Exod. 20:15)
Property rights in Israel were jealously 

guarded. Joshua describes a division of the 
land among the families of Israel (Josh. 
13:15,24). They established strict rules as to 
how property was to be transferred so that, if 
possible, it should remain within the family. 
Thus Naboth’s refusal to sell King Ahab his 
land reflected this attitude toward property. In 
the light of this background, the absolute pro
hibition against stealing another’s possessions 
of any sort is much more understandable.

There were strict rules that one who was 
caught stealing had to pay back four to five 
times the value of the thing stolen, especially if 
it had been disposed of in any way. Even if he 
still had the property so that it could be re
turned, he had to pay double the value of the 
property to the owner. (Exod. 22:1).

The problem of covetousness (Exod. 20:17)
The Ten Commandments return to property 

rights in the tenth commandment, “Thou shalt 
not covet.” Coveting may be defined as desir
ing someone else’s possession in such a way 
that you would take it if you had opportunity 
or if you thought you would not be caught. 
There are actually two versions of the com
mandment, one of which is found in Deut. 
5:21. The major difference is that 
Deuteronomy’s version says, “Thou shalt not 
covet your neighbor’s wife” instead of his 
“house” (Exod. 20:17). This is in line with 
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Deuteronomy’s attitude toward the less fortu
nate, a note which it shares with the great 
prophets of Israel.

The commandment sees any kind of posses
sion as subject to the act of coveteousness and 
any such act was strictly forbidden. It recog
nizes, at least by implication, that all sorts of 
problems could arise from such an attitude. In 
fact, covetousness, when allowed to go un
checked, could lead a person to violate almost 
any of the other commandments.

The highest priority (Luke 12:15-23)
As important as property rights might be, 

Jesus pointed out that possessions should not 
be the chief goal in life. Newspapers and 
newscasts are filled with story after story of 
those who, because of their dedication to get
ting more, have come to the end of their days 
with full hands but empty livesi Howard 
Hughes, reputed to be the richest man in the 
world, died a friendless recluse, surrounded 
bv human vultures, ready to fight for his pos
sessions before his body got cold. Albthieves 
are not poverty-stricken; many of them al
ready have more money than most of us can 
ever hope to possess. Yet, their greed drives 
them even to steal to get more.

Such is the picture of the rich man in this 
passage. He was so wrapped up in his greed to 
gain more that he had never taken time to live. 
Compare him to the modern executive who 
drives so hard for success so he can provide 
for his family financially that he loses them 
because he has not lived with them enough to 
let them know he really loves them. Then he 
wonders why his children are in trouble when 
he has given them everything—that is, every-, 
thing materially—but he has deprived them of 
a father’s guidance and love. This is all to 
often true even of Christian men who know 
what is good but fail to do it.

This lesson brings two things to my mind. I 
remember going to my grandfather’s house 
and seeing on the wall a framed saying, “Lay 
up for yourselves treasures in heaven” (Matt. 
6:20). The second was a comment from my 
Uncle Dolph who said, “John, the only thing a 
man takes with him when he dies, is what he 
has given away.” When we get our priorities 
in order, love for God and man will take first 
place. Possessions will then become our ser
vants instead of our masters.

BIBLE PUZZLE ANSWERS

“The Lord is on my side; I will not 
fear” (Psa. 118:6).
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LIFE AND WORK SERIES
Lesson for Sunday, November 19

Faith that risks
By William L. Swafford, pastor 

First Baptist Church, Elizabethton
Basic Passage: Luke 19:11-27
Focal Passage: Luke 19:12-13, 15-26

Approaching Jerusalem a few days before 
the crucifixion, there was an intensity about 
Jesus which caused excitement among the

Swafford

disciples. “They 
thought that the 
kingdom of God 
should immediately 
appear” (v. 11), and 
that Jesus would set 
up His earthly reign 
on the throne of 
David. “He added 
and spake a parable” 
to instruct them that 
He must depart from 
earth for a while, and 
that His followers

must assume certain responsibilities until He 
returned.

A great commission (Luke 19:12-13)
He compared His crucifixion to “A certain 

nobleman (who) went into a far country to 
receive for himself a kingdom, and to return” 
(v. 12). His hearers would recall the journey of 
Archelaus; who, on the death of his father, 
Herod the Great, went to Rome to have his 
reign over Judaea confirmed by Augustus 
Caesar. The Jews, not wanting Archelaus to 
reign over them, sent a delegation to block the 
confirmation. They were as unsuccessful in 
their attempt as the evil forces of the world will 
be to thwart the coming reign of Christ.

The emphasis for us in this parable is the 
responsibility given to the servants. Each was 
given a share of the nobleman’s estate and 
commissioned “occupy til I come.” Jesus 
gave a similar commission to the church called 
the Great Commission. Stewardship respon
sibility being given to every Christian is 
suggested by the statement that the nobleman 
“called his ten servants and delivered them 
ten pounds.” Ten is considered by Biblical 
numerologists as designating “completeness 
of order, marking the entire round of any
thing” (Bullinger). “Ten pounds” given to the 
servants is suggestive of total responsibility.

An old story dramatizes a conversation be
tween an angel and Christ at the time of His 
ascension. “What is to become of your work 
now that you have left the earth?” asked the 
angel. Jesus replied, “I have committed that 
into the hands of My followers.” “But what if 
they fail?” the angel asked, “What alternate 
plan do You have?” Jesus answered, “I have 
no alternate plan. It all depends on them.”

A call to account (Luke 19:15)
When Jesus said of the nobleman, “he was 

returned, having received the kingdom,” He 
was suggesting His own eventual return as 
“The King of Kings, and Lord of Lords” 

(Rev. 19:16). It is our responsibility to “oc
cupy” and assure that all is in readiness for 
His return. Many scholars believe that the 
return is close at hand, but none can be 
specific, because Jesus told us, “Of that day 
and that hour knoweth no man, no, not even 
the angels which are in heaven, neither the 
Son, but the Father” (Mark 13:32).

Dr. James L. Sullivan said, “God didn’t put 
me on the time and place committee, but on 
the preparations committee for our Lord’s re
turn.” Each Christian is on the “preparations 
committee” and will be called upon to give an 
account of his faithfulness.

The results of good investments (Luke 19:16-19)
Only three reports are singled out as repre

senting the accounts given by each of the ten 
servants. Two of these were positive, showing 
that one servant had multiplied his “pound” 
ten-fold and another five-fold.

No indication is given that the one who 
brought forth a five-fold increase was less 
faithful than the one whose increase was ten
fold. Each brought forth according to his own 
ability. To the first, the nobleman said, “Well, 
thou good servant: because thou hast been 
faithful in a very little, have thou authority 
over ten cities” ( v. 17). The second was also 
commended, “He said likewise to him, Be 
thou over five cities.” Each did his best, and 
his ability to serve was matched with an as
signment to future responsibilities.

The sin of omission (Luke 19:20-23)
It was said of a certain man, “He’s so afraid 

he will do something wrong that he does no
thing at all.” That statement could charac
terize the third servant whose account is gi
ven. He seemed to approach his master with 
self satisfaction, “saying, Lord, behold, here 
is thy pound, which I have kept laid up in a 
napkin.”

His boast was that he had lost nothing which 
had been committed to him. He did nothing 
wrong, but neither did he anything right. He

could be compared to the man who during 
training was such a model soldier that he 
earned the good conduct medal; but when 
tested on the battlefield, was immobilized by 
fright cowering in his foxhole instead of ad
vancing with the line of battle. It is not enough 
just to be good. We must be good for some
thing.

The servant’s excuse was, “I feared thee, 
because thou are an austere man” (v. 21). A 
man motivated by fear is under such a burden 
of religiosity that he misses the gospel of free
dom in Christ which brought a song of joy into 
the heart of the Apostle Paul (Gal. 5:1). Ours is 
to be an exalted motivation: “The love of 
Christ constraineth us” (II Cor. 5:14). Only 
then can we see our stewardship in proper 
perspective. The fearful servant’s perverted 
motivation forced upon him a perverted sense 
of reason for his lord’s commission. He 
suggested that his lord was selfish and grasp
ing when he accused, “Thou takest up that 
thou layest not down, and reapest that thou 
didst not sow” (v. 21b). Every church has 
members who believe the Biblical principles 
of stewardship make too severe demands 
upon the Christian; and who, like this servant, 
know nothing of the joy of stepping out on faith.

Ironically, his belief that his lord demanded 
undue increase did not lead him to seek any 
increase. Therefore, he was told, “Out of 
thine own mouth will I judge thee” (v. 22). His 
fears should have led him to more dedicated 
service. He did not even put the money in the 
bank so that it could draw interest.

The basis for promotion (Luke 19:24-26)
His opportunity to serve was taken away. 

His lord told “them that stood by, take from 
him the pound, and give it to him that hath ten 
pounds” (v. 24).

Many a Christian has lost his opportunity to 
serve because he refused to serve, and many a 
church has died because it refused to reach out 
in love to its community, and many a denomi
nation is virtually dead because of lost 
evangelistic and missionary concern.

To everyone’s amazement, the fearful ser
vant’s pound was given to the servant who 
was best qualified to utilize it (v. 25). Each 
began with the same amount. It was not un
just, then, for the lord to say, “Unto every one 
which hath shall be given; and from him that 
hath not, even that he hath shall be taken away 
from him”; for the difference between the 
hads and the had nots was a matter of loyal 
obedience to the lord’s commission.
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TOLEDO, Ohio—Messengers 
to the State Convention of Bap
tists in Ohio concentrated on re
tirement related matters during 
annual session in Toledo — 
learning of the retirement of their 
long-time executive secretary, 
objecting to retirement actions by 
a Southern Baptist organization, 
and voting a feasibility study for a 
proposed state retirement center.

Ray E. Roberts, who has led 
Ohio Southern Baptist work from 
its beginning in 1954 as a conven
tion, announced he will retire in 
June 1980, at age 65 as specified 
by convention policy.

In another action, the Ohio 
messengers barely passed a mo
tion, by a vote of 73 to 63, object
ing to a recent action of the 
Southern Baptist Executive 
Committee to supplement the re
tirement income of its chief 
executive, Porter W. Routh, who 
will retire Aug. 1, 1979, after 28 
years in the position.

The Executive Committee 
voted to make Routh’s retirement 
adequate by approving an addi
tional $500 per month, with a $250 benefit per 
month for Mrs. Routh if she survives him, and 
continued expenses for secretarial help and 
travel to annual Southern Baptist Convention 
meetings.
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After debate went back and forth pro and 
con and a motion to table was defeated, Ohio 
Baptist messengers approved a resolution ob
jecting to the precedent of using Cooperative 
Program funds in this manner and urged “a 
moving toward adequate retirement provi
sions for all Southern Baptist church and con
vention employees on a fair and equitable 
basis.” An Ohio Baptist spokesman said the 
state convention’s action was also not aimed 
as a personal censure of the Executive Com
mittee or of Routh, whom he said has shown 
outstanding leadership.

In other action, messengers voted the feasi
bility study for a fund raising effort for a pro
posed retirement center near Cincinnati. (BP)
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