
baptist and Reflector
Vol. 145/No. 5/January 31, 1979 News journal of Tennessee Baptist Convention

GATHERING—Approximately 2,000 Tennessee Baptists ference. Here, the Monday night crowd listens to Kay DeKalb 
gathered in the auditorium of Belmont Heights Baptist Church, of Nashville (lower left) as she presents special music. 
Nashville, last week for the annual State Evangelism Con-

Conference calls for commitment
A time of personal commitment was ex

perienced by pastors and laymen in Nashville 
last week as the 32nd annual Tennessee Bap
tist Convention Evangelism Conference 
closed on Tuesday night. The commitment 
period, climaxing two days of preaching on 

, discipleship, came at the end of a message by 
Adrian Rogers in which the Memphis pastor 
reminded the attenders to be sure that Christ 
presides in their lives, as well as abides.

Rogers, who spoke twice during the Mon
day and Tuesday conference, joined other 
pastors, evangelists, and denominational 

; workers in calling on laymen to do more than 
pray and read the Bible and urging pastors to 
remember that their only calling is to be men 
of God.

The pastors, church staff members, and 
laymen were also reminded by several 
speakers that the major reason God saves a 
person is to witness to lost people of the sav
ing power of Jesus Christ. The speakers con
curred that the battle of saving a lost world 
to Christ will be won or lost through the local 
church.

“Missions do not by-pass the local church,” 
said Franklin Paschall, pastor of Nashville’s 
First Baptist Church. He stated his belief that 
the only way the world will be reached for 
Christ will be through the local church. Refer
ring to several examples of television 
evangelists, he warned those in attendance to 
“be wary of anything that by-passes the local 
church—have nothing to do with it.”

Higher life sought
Returning to the task of the Christian, 

Paschall said that too many churches are 
allowing training “which teaches us to do 
everything better except be trained as 
witnesses.” He also pointed out that the abun
dance of meetings, organizations, and family 
life centers should result in a higher life and a 
more meaningful life for the Christian if the 
church is to be on the right track.

Landrum Leavell, president of New 
Orleans Baptist Theological Seminary and a 
former pastor, said that he had discovered 
that the real issue of life is whether a person is 
allowing God’s Word to change his lie. “The 
real issue is not whether the Bible is inspired, 
infallible, or inerrant, although we know it 

is,” he charged. “The crux of the matter is 
that we are not doing the one thing that Christ 
asked us to do and that is to disciple and train 
others to witness.” He cited a decline in effec
tiveness among Southern Baptist churches 
and suggested that these churches cannot use 
the same methods which were used 20 or 30 
years ago to win the world. “Times have 
changed, and people have changed,” he said, 
“but God’s Word has not changed.”

In two messages before the conference, 
Frank Crumpler, evangelism section, Home 
Mission Board, urged the pastors to make 
'preaching their priority and reminded them 
that the task of the church is not finished. 
There is no substitute for preaching, 
Crumpler said. He expressed the conviction 
that any church can be a great church, 
regardless of its size, if it is grounded in great 
preaching.

He submitted that for preaching to be effec

SBC housing address change 
causes reservation problems
HOUSTON(BP)— A change of address by Houston’s convention housing bureau and 

the subsequent failure of the postal service to forward some housing forms is confusing 
registrants for the 1979 Southern Baptist Convention annual meeting.

That confusion, combined with the rapid filling of available hotel rooms for the June 
12-14 meeting, makes quick action by those who plan to attend the convention im
perative.

Tim Hedquist, SBC convention manager, says about five percent of the housing 
forms being sent to the old address are being returned.

“Obviously, we deeply regret the inconvenience,” Hedquist explained. “But the post 
office has been contacted weekly by the Houston Convention Bureau about the change. 
It’s really been a problem for the convention bureau. Other conventions scheduled in 
Houston are having the same difficulty.”

Hotel room requests should be sent to this new address: SBC Housing Bureau, 1522 
Main Street, Houston, Texas, 77002.

Hedquist indicated that as of the fourth week in January, 73 percent of the reserved 
rooms are assigned and more than half of the designated hotels are completely full.

No rooms are available in the following hotels: Albert Pick Motor Inn, Allen Park 
Inn, Astro Village Hotel, Crestwood Motel, Executive Red Carpet Inn, Grant Motel, Holi
day Inn-Central, Holiday Inn-Medical Center, Holiday Inn-West Loop, LaQuinta Inn- 
Greenway Plaza, Marriott Hotel-West Loop, Ramada Inn-Dome, Ramada Inn-Greenway 
Plaza, Stouffer’s-Greenway Plaza, Sun Valley Motel, Tidelands Motor Inn, Tides II 
Motor Inn, and the Travelodge Tower.

tive, the message should always outshine the 
messenger, and the message should be em
powered by the Holy Spirit. “The minute a 
preacher draws attention to himself, God 
withdraws His power,” Crumpler warned.

Ministry of man defined
Speaking on Elisha as “The Man of God,” 

(II Kings 13), Rogers told the men that God 
could send a revival under any man who 
would surrender his life for that purpose. “I 
believe that there has never been a greater 
time to preach,” he said. "We just need to 
quit moaning and groaning and get up and 
move.”

He defined the making of a man of God as 
being divinely appointed and annointed and 
the ministry of a man of God after he is emp
tied of self and filled for a life of service.

Rogers’ final message, “Where on Earth 
Does God Live?,” dealt with God’s primary, 

(Continued on page 2)

Foundation gains 
to $7.5-million

The Board of Trustees of the Tennessee 
Baptist Foundation held its arm? • meeting 
last Friday at the Baptist Building in Brent
wood and elected officers, approved a new 
policy in handling accounts of less than Si ,000, 
and learned that the funds held in trust by the 
foundation is near $7.5-million.

Ruby B. Newby, insurance executive from 
Tullahoma, was elected as chairman of the 
board. He succeeds John O. Ellis, a banker 
from Nashville, in that post.

Other officers are first vice-president, 
Gayle Alexander, pastor of First Baptist 
Church in Alamo; second vice-p-^sident, 
Stanley R. Brumfield, Nashville banker; and 
secretary, McKnight Fite, pastor of Arlington 
Baptist Church, Knoxville.

In his annual report to the trustees, Ex
ecutive secretary Jonas Stewart reported 
that funds administered by the foundation 
had increased to $7,499,499.68 as of the close of 
the convention year (Oct. 31,1978).

Income from these funds distributed during 
the past year totaled $467,218.34. This brings 
the amount distributed through the founda
tion from income of various accounts to 
$5,127,001.02 since the Tennessee Baptist 
Foundation was charted in 1938.

During the past year, 28 new accounts were 
added to the foundation trust.

Stewart told the trustees that twice as many 
inquiries concerning the foundation’s ser
vices were received last year than during the 
previous year.

Because of the growth of the foundation, the 
trustees approved a new policy of handling 
accounts of less than $1,000. Instead of being 
held in a separate account, these will be plac
ed in a common fund with income from this 
fund going to world missions through the 
Cooperative Program. A memorial book will 
be maintained, listing the names of donors of 
less than $1,000. Income from any existing ac
counts of less than $1,000 will be added to the 
account until it reaches $1,000.

In other action, the Board of Trustees ap
proved the foundation’s budget for the coming 
year.

Speakers at the Jan. 26 meeting were Don 
Turk, investment department of Nashville’s 
Third National Bank, and Tom Madden, ex
ecutive secretary of the Tennessee Baptist 
Convention.

A.B. Griffin dies
A.B. Griffin, pastor of Belmont Heights 

Baptist Church in Knoxville for22 years, died 
Jan. 17 in a Knoxville Hospital.

The east Tennessee preacher, who had 
retired from the Belmont Heights pastorate 
last summer, was hospitalized in late 
November with heart trouble. He remained, in 
the hospital until his death.

Active in the ministry for 44 years, he had 
also led the congregations of Bluff City Bap
tist Church, Bluff City; Calvary Baptist Chur
ch, Erwin; Woodlawn Baptist Church, 
Bristol; East Side Baptist Church, 
Elizabethton; and First Baptist Church, 
Damascus, Va. He had served as secretary of 
the Knox County Ministerial Association and 
was active in associational work.

Services were held at Weavers Funeral 
Home in Knoxville with Andy Long and 
Taylor Smith of that city and Haven Lowe of 
Cherokee, N.C. officiating. Burial was in 
Glenwood Cemetery in Bristol.
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SEMINARY PRESIDENT—Landrum P. 
Leavell, president of New Orleans Bap
tist Theological Seminary, urged Baptists 
to live under the authority of the Bible. 
He was one of the speakers at the Jan. 
22-23 Evangelism Conference.

SINGER—Beverly Terrell of Dallas, Tex., 
was the featured soloist at the State 
Evangelism Conference in Nashville last 
week.

BIBLE STUDY—Ray F. Robbins, professor 
at New Orleans Baptist Theological 
Seminary, presented a Bible study at 
each of the five sessions of last week's 
Evangelism Conference.

Evangelism Conference
(Continued from page 1)

pattern, perfect, and permanent house. The 
examples dealt with Adam, the temple, 
Jesus, and the heart of a Christian.

“There are only two cities on our road
map,” C.C. Mills, pastor of Friendship Bap
tist Church in Greeneville, told the attenders. 
Referring to the story of Jonah, the east Ten
nessee preacher said that we may follow the 
roadmap to the city of Nineveh—the city of 
obedience—or to Tarshish—the city of disobe
dience at the end of a rebel road. He challeng
ed the preachers not flee from duty as Jonah 
had and spoke of a “have to” in the human 
spirit which makes a Christian testify to the 
salvation of Jesus Christ.

In his second message, he pointed out that 
children of God need to know the secret of vic
torious prayer more than anything else.

Two TBC employees explored the reasons 
souls are lost and the visions of the church 
looking out into the world.

Tom Madden, TBC executive secretary
treasurer, said that people are lost out of a 
lack of knowledge, out of carelessness, or out 
of willfulness. He warned the leaders against 
assuming that people know how to find Christ 
as Savior.

Ministry determined by outlook
Malcolm McDow, state director of 

evangelism, said that what a man sees in 
another human being will determine 
everything that man does in his ministry. He 
suggested that Christians view people in one 
of three ways: blindly, with no concern and no 
vision of what can be done; through faulty vi
sion, assuming a transformation has already 
taken place; or with clear vision, which 
comes as a result of seeing Jesus clearly.

Speaking on the Bold Mission Thrust pro
gram, Roy Edgemon and Jeff Brooks said 
that we must adopt God’s pattern for witness
ing and that for the pattern to be successful, 
Christians must first meet with God.

Edgemon, director of the church training 
department, Baptist Sunday School Board,

LOCAL CHURCH—Franklin Paschall, 
pastor of Nashville's First Baptist 
Church, emphasized the importance of 
evangelism in local churches and their 
members during two messages at last 
week's Evangelism Conference.

CHORALE—Louis Ball Jr. directs a pre-session concert by the Tennessee Baptist 
Chorale at the Thursday night program of the Evangelism Conference.

said that the pastor cannot try to do all of the 
work by himself. He suggested that God’s pat
tern includes loving, training, and sending out 
lay persons.

Knoxville evangelist Jeff Brooks said that 
the Christian must first meet with God in 
order to expose sin, empty self of ambitions, 
and empower oneself for service.

The conference’s Bible study, led by Ray 
Robbins, dealt with several metaphors used 
to describe the change God performs in life 
when a person accepts Christ. The New 
Orleans Seminary professor explored the 
meanings of words including redemption, 
salvation, forgiveness, sanctification, 
justification, adoption, and reconciliation. He 
emphasized that none of the terms used was a 
Biblical term, but that they were gleaned 
from the community and the activities which 
the writer experienced.

Nashville layman Spencer Thornton gave 
his testimony at the Tuesday night session.

Presenting a musical ministry were 
Beverly Terrell, Dallas Tex.; Kay DeKalb, 
Nashville; Bill Morris, minister of music, 
First Baptist Church, Clarksville; and John 
Outland, minister of music, First Baptist 
Church, Clinton. The Tennessee Baptist 
Chorale, under the direction of Louis Ball Jr., 
and the choir from Nashville’s First Baptist 
Church, also performed. Orchestration was 
provided Tuesday night by the Belmont 
Heights Baptist Church orchestra, directed 
bv Frank Marshall.

Baptist TV film 
scheduled Feb. 4

FORT WORTH, Texas (BP)—“This Other 
Eden,” a documentary of England’s history 
and the role religion has played in shaping the 
nation, will premiere nationwide on NBC at 1 
p.m. EST Feb. 4.

The hour-long special, produced in coopera
tion with the Southern Baptist Radio and 
Television Commission, will provide an over
view of England’s history from Stonehenge to 
the present. Actor Alexander Scourby nar
rates.

“This documentary is unusual because it 
combines some of the best history, travel and 
religious experiences,” said Truett Myers, 
head of the commission’s television depart
ment.

John Lord, noted World War II documen
tarian wrote the film, which was produced 
and photographed by Joseph Vadala.

Some scenes featured in the special include 
the early Roman baths, ruins of Glastonbury, 
Bamburgh Castle, whose lord encouraged the 
first Christian missionary, and Runnymede, 
where King John signed the Magna Carta.

Also included are such modern points of in
terest as William Carey’s cottage at Moulton, 
the H.M.S. Victory at Portsmouth (Lord 
Nelson’s flagship during the Battle of 
Trafalgar and the Wesley Chapel of the 
Methodist Church of London.

COMMITMENT—Adrian Rogers, pastor 
of Bellevue Baptist Church in Memphis, 
asked pastors and church members to 
yield themselves completely to God's in
dwelling Spirit. Rogers brought the clos
ing message at last week's Evangelism 
Conference.

Hollinger to edit 
Northwest paper

PORTLAND, Ore.(BP)—Herbert V. Holl
inger, pastor of Foothills Baptist Church, 
Issaquah, Wash., has been named director of 
communications for the Northwest Baptist 
Convention, effective March 1.

His-primary responsibility will be to edit 
the convention’s official_j>ublication, North
west Baptist Witness. Former editor Bill 
Crews resigned to return to the pastorate.

Hollinger, pastor of Foothills Baptist 
Church since 1973, also was leading the Moun
tain View Baptist Chapel, a mission church in 
North Bend, Wash. He was a member of the 
Northwest Baptist Convention’s executive 
board.

He has a life-long background in the 
newspaper business, being reared in Burley, 
Idaho, where his family owned and operated a 
newspaper. He is a graduate of the University 
of Idaho in business administration with a 
minor in journalism. He was news editor, 
sports editor, and editor of the University of 
Idaho Argonaut.

Following three years in the Air Force, 
Hollinger, a former Mormon, was assistant 
advertising manager, assistant editor, and 
then editor and general manager of the South 
Idaho Press.

Hollinger earned a master of divinity 
degree from Golden Gate Baptist Theological 
Seminary in 1973. While at the seminary, he 
directed news and information services.

FMB approves eight 
as MSC volunteers . I

RICHMOND, Va.(BP)-Continuing the 
momentum of a record 1978, the Southern 
Baptist Foreign Mission Board in January ap
proved eight more overseas Mission Service 
Corps volunteers and urged Southern Baptists 
to increase financial backing for two of its pro
grams.

Contributions are needed to sponsor addi
tional Mission Service Corps volunteers and 
also to meet general relief needs of people 
overseas, the board was told. Funds for both 
these programs are virtually depleted. Mis
sion Service Corps puts volunteers to work in 
mission fields at home and abroad for one or 
two year periods.

The board, which appointed a record 350 
Southern Baptists as missionaries in 1978, 
heard a report that interest in overseas ser
vice continues to climb. The missionary per
sonnel department said it is in contact with 
more than 1,800 couples or individuals, about 
100 of whom are in the “latter stages” of the 
appointment process.



State Brotherhood meeting slated,
attention to focus on evangelism

Jimmy Gresham of the Brotherhood Com
mission and Ken Carter from the Home Mis
sion Board are scheduled to speak to the state 
Brotherhood semi-annual meeting in Brent
wood, Feb. 16-17, according to Archie King, 
state Brotherhood director. Directing atten
tion to an emphasis on 
lay revivals and Royal 
Ambassador work, 
Carter will speak to 
the group on “Laymen 
in Evangelism.” 
‘‘Assisting Tomor
row’s Men Today,” 
will be discussed by 
Gresham.

The first session will 
begin Friday at 6 p.m.
and will adjourn at Gr..ham 
9:45 p.m. Saturday’s meeting will convene at 
8:30 a.m. and close following conferences at 
12 noon.

Carter

BWA president finds impact 
of Christ in New Guinea

In 1953, natives in Papua New Guinea tried 
to get rid of white men and ambushed two 
white resident government patrol officers.

When David Y.K. Wong and his party arriv
ed in the country, one of the most recent of 111 
Baptist convention and union affiliations with 
the Baptist World Alliance, he met Femsep, 
who led in the killing of the patrol officers.

“I was a fierce man,” he said through an in
terpreter. “But I am a Christian now.”

Femsep came to know Christ through the 
work of the Telefomin church, organized in 
1959, and through the leading of the Holy 
Spirit. He was baptized 12 years ago, and has 
kept his faith ever since.

The natives of Telefomin believe strongly in 
the spirit world of the animist. Animist 
leaders sought Femsep’s influence and per
sonal leadership in support of their spirit 
house near the Baptist church. But Femsep 
refused. He was firm in his Christian faith.

Wong, president of Baptist World Alliance, 
also met Akis Kamasep, member of a can
nibal tribe. He told Wong, “When I was a boy I 
saw my tribesmen fighting and killing their 
enemies. Then they ate the bodies of their 
enemies. We used to fight each other. But now 
we are friends because we believe in the same 
God.”

Femsep, a dedicated Christian layman, and 
Karasep, a pastor, are among the 2.8-million 
citizens of Papua New Guinea, the once 
primitive “land that time forgot” which 
became an independent republic in 1975.

They also are members of the Baptist Union 
of Papua New Guinea, which joined the Bap
tist World Alliance in 1977.

Femsep and Karasep are among 
33.7-million Baptist Christians who constitute 
the world Baptist family that will observe the

Retirement announced
by Elm Street pastor

After a pastorate of nearly 15 years at Elm 
Street Baptist Church in Knoxville, A.G. Hall 
has retired from the active ministry. He plans 
io reside in Knoxville.

Ordained in 1940 by the John Sevier Baptist 
Dhurch in that city, he served six churches in 
Knox County Association. These included: 
Beaumont Avenue, Ball Camp, North Side, 
Linden, and Belmont Heights, prior to his 
tenure at Elm Street. He also led Pleasant 
Gap Baptist Church in Midland Association.

Elm Street, located in downtown Knoxville, 
has asked Hall to serve as its minister of 
visitation. He also plans to do supply and in
terim work in the future.

Workers with Royal Ambassadors will 
receive helps through conferences on 
developing an associational RA program,

crusader counselors 
leadership training, 
and adding zest to 
your Royal Am
bassador program in 
the local church.

Opportunities for 
Baptist men will be ex
plored in conferences 
on Baptist men in lay 
revivals, Baptist men 
in lay renewal, and 
Baptist men in disas

ter relief. Additional conferences on develop
ing an associational Baptist men’s program 
and building a year’s program in the local 
church will be offered. The final conference 
will suggest beneficial methods for pastors 
and laymen in building a year’s program.

first Sunday in February as Baptist World 
Alliance Day.

Says Wong: “Our homes and our prayer 
houses are scattered across the six con
tinents, and our witness is severely tested in 
those lands with atheistic governments and 
non-Christian religions. But each of us, in this 
vast number, have, like Femsep and 
Karasep, personally professed faith in Jesus 
Christ as Saviour and Lord.

“Baptist World Alliance Day gives us an op
portunity to meditate on the fellowship we 
know as a world family, an expression of the 
oneness of Baptist people in the Lord Jesus 
Christ.

“Great new things are happening in our 
world. Let us pray that God may use us, his 
children, as we work together with him.”

Valencia, Spain, church 
marks 90th anniversary

VALENCIA(EBPS)—The First Baptist 
Church of Valencia observed its 90th Anniver
sary in eary December, with an estimated 500 

'persons present.
Members of the churches in surrounding 

areas came by bus to take part, and joined an 
afternoon service in a main city park which 
drew about 800 persons. They then walked to 
various former locations of the church, stopp
ing at each place to offer a prayer of 
thanksgiving.

This was an historical day for Baptist work 
in Spain because five years ago, Baptists 
would not have been permitted to 
demonstrate their faith in this way, a 
spokesperson said.

Iran missionaries to remain 
church services continue

TEHRAN, Iran(BP)—News reports warn of possible civil strife, but Southern Baptist mis
sionaries Mr. and Mrs. Henry E. Turlington and journeyman Michael Joe Sowder plan to re
main in Iran and continue their church work.

A member of the church where Turlington is pastor told Southern Baptist Foreign Mission 
Board officials that when he left Tehran Jan. 21 the membership of the church had dropped 
from more than 350 to 50 or 60. The employee of an American business firm said the Turlingtons 
were aware of the projected return of Muslim religious leader Ayatollah Khomeini from 
France, but felt they were not in any real physical danger.

. The missionaries have plenty of food and some heat, but little gasoline and no mail, accor
ding to their church member. So far the church has held regular services, missing only one 
because of a huge demonstration.

Reports from other returning Americans indicate Americans’ homes are being looted in 
some areas, including Ahwaz where the C. Kenneth Glenns had been living until Christmas. 
The Glenns are now in Georgia.

A volunteer, Hubert Williams, returned to the United States from the town of Shiraz 
because of violence,

James F. Kirkendall, assigned to Tehran, is in Bangladesh on business and his wife and son 
have returned to the United States.

EVANGELISTS' LEADERS—Tennessee Baptist evangelists elected to lead activities 
for 1979 are: (front row, from left) president Benny Jackson, Memphis; music direc
tor Edsel Bone, Memphis; (back row): vice-president Bob Kendig, Memphis; and 
former president Jeff Brooks, Knoxville. The Tennessee Baptist Evangelists' Con
ference met in Nashville Jan. 22 for its annual gathering.

Call for following Christ issued 
at TBC evangelists' meeting

“None of us are completely devoted to 
Christ. We follow Him intermittently,” Roy 
Corum told fellow evangelists last week in 
Nashville at the annual TBC evangelists’ 
meeting.

Tennessee’s full-time evangelists met at 
Belmont Heights Church on Monday, Jan. 22, 
preceding the meeting of the state 
evangelism conference.

The group elected Benny Jackson, Mem
phis, as their new president succeeding Jeff 
Brooks, Knoxville. The group’s new vice- 
president is Bob Kendig; and the music direc
tor will be Edsel Bone. Both men are from 
Memphis.

Corum, who has been in full-time 
evangelism for seven years, told his fellow 
workers that they, like Peter, have not loved 
Jesus with a Godly love. “We can begin loving 
Him like we should when we have been 
crucified and broken like Peter,” he sug
gested. “Beside a broken man there is a 
blessed hope.”

Evangelist John Humphrey, Henderson
ville, spoke to the group on “Worthy is the 
Lamb.” He emphasized each of the four 
words in the title and attacked the philosophy 
of ail roads leading to heaven.

He said that Jesus is worthy because He is 
God; He is worthy now—today; He is the only 
lamb of God; and He was the lamb sacrificed 
on the Cross.

Testimonies were given by Fred Davis, 
Knoxville, and Jim Lindsay, Elizabethton. 
Both men have recently entered the field of 

evangelism full time. Davis was a pastor for 
11 years and recently resigned from River
dale Baptist Church in Knoxville. Lindsay’s 
last pastorate was Immanuel Baptist Church 
in Elizabethton.

Music was brought by Edsel Bone, Mem
phis; and Raymond Richerson, Jackson. 
Georgia music evangelist Dick Barrett, also 
brought special music.

A week-end retreat was held for the 
evangelists at the TBC building in Brentwood 
prior to the Monday session. On Sunday, 
several of the men preached one-day revivals 
in Nashville area churches. According to 
Brooks, the retreat was the first one of its 
kind to be held in Tennessee.

Americans United plans 
conference in Atlanta

SILVER SPRING, MARYLAND—“New 
Hope For Religious Liberty” is the theme of 
the 31st National Conference on Church and 
State to be held in Atlanta, Feb. 5-6.

John Knight, president of Wesley 
Theological Seminary, Washington, D.C. and 
Daniel Grant, president of Ouachita Baptist 
University, Arkadelphia, Ark. will address 
free public meetings at 8:00 p.m. Monday and 
Tuesday evenings respectively.

The conference will include a legal 
seminar, chapter workshops, discussion of 
timely religious liberty and church-state 
separation issues and the annual Religious 
Liberty Award Banquet.

The yearly convention is sponsored by 
Americans United for Separation of Church 
and State, the nation’s largest nondenomina- 
tional organization dedicated to religious 
liberty and church-state separation.

All conference activities will be held at the 
Dunfey Royal Coach Hotel.

North Springfield calls 
John Segree as pastor

North Springfield Baptist Church, Spring
field, has called John Segree as pastor, effec
tive Feb. 4. Segree comes from the pastorate 
of First Baptist Church in Big Sandy, where 
he has served since April 1976.

A native of Hopkinsville, Ky., he has served 
churches in Tipp City, Ohio and Jonesville, 
Ky. He is a graduate of Murray State Univer
sity, Murray, Ky., and Southern Baptist 
Theological Seminary, Louisville.

Marshall Gupton, former pastor at North 
Springfield, now serves as pastor at First 
Baptist Church, Camden.
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EDITORIALS

Evangelism in local churches

Tennessee Baptists gathered last week—as they 
have for 32 years—for the annual State Evangelism 
Conference.

The occasion has always been an opportunity for 
pastors and others to have their spiritual batteries 
“recharged” as they enter into a new year. After a 
busy fall of budget planning and promotion, 
Christmas festivities, the launching of a new church 
year, and the annual foreign missions offer
ing-pastors, especially, seem to appreciate the 
possibility of getting away for a couple of days of 
gospel preaching and inspirational music.

Last week’s Evangelism Conference at Belmont 
Heights Baptist Church is an excellent example of the 
value of such meetings. The messages were outstan
ding, and the music was exceptional.

Attendance was very good—considering that the 
conference was sandwiched between snowstorms. 
The auditorium was nearly full for both night ses
sions.

“Challenging” and “inspirational” are over
worked words in Baptist journalism, but they apply 
well to the 1979 Evangelism Conference.

We were thrilled that the emphasis focused on 
local church evangelism. Speaker after speaker cor
rectly called our attention to the imperative of our 
churches to make evangelism a priority.

There was little of the condemning, guilt
provoking attacks which have characterized other 
Evangelism Conference messages. Instead, there 
was a repeated call to witness to the gospel of Jesus 
Christ.

There was little emphasis on short-term methods 
which produce short-term results. Instead, the focus 
was on the work and ministry of the local church in 
evangelism and developing evangelistic church 
members.

Throughout the conference we were urged to per
sonal commitment to personal evangelism. There

The Final Decision Rests With Man
WWW

were no excuses for declining baptism statistics, but 
rather a call to emphasize the basics of New Testa
ment evangelism.

As good as last week’s Evangelism Conference 
might appear on the surface, the true results will be 
seen as souls are saved Sunday after Sunday this year 
in local churches throughout Tennessee.

Revival prayers
Prayer is a vital part of evangelism. As Chris

tians, we recognize every facet of salvation is the 
work of God—He conceived a way that we can come 
to Him; Jesus Christ bore the penalty of sin for every 
repentant sinner; the Holy Spirit convicts the sinner 
of his need of faith in Christ.

God in His grace allows us to participate in His 
plan of salvation by witnessing to mercy and 
forgiveness—and by praying that souls will be saved.

Realizing that prayer is needed for salvation to 
become a reality in the lives of the lost, the Baptist 
and Reflector is announcing this week a new feature 
in our publication. Henceforth, we will regularly print 
“Revival Prayer Requests.”

We believe that many Baptists across the 
Volunteer State will join in prayer for revivals in our 
churches. We want to make it possible for you to be 
aware of these church revivals in Tennessee chur
ches, so you can pray specifically that souls will be 
saved and lives reclaimed for God’s service.

Beginning immediately we will publish these re
quests as they are sent to us.

Please send them at least two weeks prior to the 
revival. Provide the name of the church, the pastor’s 
name, the evangelist’s name and hometown, and the 
date of the revival. There is no financial charge.

We will continue to print revival results in the 
“Our people and churches” column.

Certainly, our readers will feel concern for fer
vent, continuing prayers during these revivals. God 
will honor our prayers.

By the editor
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You may have read that Ted Cassidy died 
last week in Hollywood following open-heart 
surgery. The 6-foot, 8-inch actor with a voice 
as deep as he was tall was probably best 
known for his role as Lurch the butler in The 
TV series, The Addams Family.

Cassidy had other television and movie 
roles, and at the time of his death was the 
voice of The Incredible Hulk.

My memory of Ted Cassidy goes back to an 
event in which we both were involved for Bap
tists in 1963. That was the year that the 
Woman’s Missionary Union of the Southern 
Baptist Convention was celebrating its 75th 
anniversary. As a part of the observance, an 
elaborate drama on Southern Baptist mission 
involvement and WMU’s contribution was 
staged at the WMU Convention just prior to 
the SBC in Kansas City.

At that time, I was technical director in the 
public relations office of the Baptist General 
Convention in Texas. One of my respon
sibilities was the operation of the recording 
studio in the Texas Baptist building.

With the help of the SBC Radio and 
Televison Commission in nearby Fort Worth, 
we recorded the sound track for the drama in 
our studio. Then, as this was played through 
the sound system in Kansas City’s Municipal 
Auditorium, students from William Jewell 
College acted out the drama—mouthing the 
pre-recorded words.

Cassidy was then a popular announcer on 
Dallas’ WFAA-radio. He was secured to 
record the lines of Luther Rice, as well as to 
narrate the production.

Rice, often called the “father of American 
Baptist foreign missions,” was appointed as a 
missionary by the Congregational Church in 
1812. He sailed for India later that year to join 
Adoniram and Ann Judson in their mis
sionary effort.

During the long voyage, the Judsons and 
Rice (on separate ships) spent their time stu
dying the Scriptures and independently had 
come to the conclusion that the Baptist doc
trine on immersion was correct. All three 
were baptized in India by an English Baptist 
missionary.

They quickly realized that they were 
American Baptist missionaries—without sup
port, since at that time there was no Baptist 
missionary organization in the United States.

So, the Judsons stayed behind, and Rice 
returned to America to secure support. Rice 
traveled up and down the Eastern seaboard, 
exciting Baptists about their missionary 
responsibility. As a result of his efforts, in 
May 1814 the General Convention of the Bap
tist Denomination in the United States for 
Foreign Missions was formed in 
Philadelphia.

Ted Cassidy did a tremendous job during 
the recording sessions.

Then, Ted Perry of the Radio-TV Commis
sion staff, took the tape and headed for Kan
sas City for rehearsals. On the Thursday 
before the Monday performance, I received a 
frantic call from Perry. It seems that Cassidy 
had misread an “important” word.

I called Cassidy. He took a taxi to our 
studio, reread the one line, and I headed for 
the Air Express office.

Since Cassidy was not a Baptist, he did not 
fully grasp the significance nor necessity of 
the line—but he cooperated beautifully.

Several times I had him repeat it with dif
ferent inflections—so we could find one that 
fit the sentence before and after. The line 
was, “And so, Woman’s Missionary Union 
was organized.”

The problem: at the recording session he 
had committed an inexcusable blunder when 
he had said, “ And so, Women’s Missionary 
Union was organized.”
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to SeUto* —
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OPINION

Response to Groves

Committee asks aid
Dear editor:

As chairman of the search committee for 
the Foreign Mission Board, I have been asked 
by that committee to write and urge prayer 
support of all Tennessee Baptists in your state 
concerning this great responsibility.

We would like our Tennessee Baptists to do 
three things: (1) that they join with us in 
every cooperating state in a season of prayer, 
remembering daily the search committee and 
its work; (2) that any person who would like 
to add a suggestion as to the “profile” of a 
person to be selected to do so; and (3) any 
person who would like to suggest a name of an 
individual to become the executive director of 
the Foreign Mission Board might do so.

Persons wishing to reply may do so in a let
ter addressed to me.

Hunter Riggins
P.O. Box 2188
Poquoson, VA 23662

News omission
Dear editor:

I am very hopeful that with your new 
tabloid format the quality of reporting 
Southern Baptist events of interest to Tennes
seans will improve. I say this because I feel 
that the Baptist and Reflector has in the past 
ignored several newsworthy items from our 
own state.

The most obvious omission has been the fre
quent failure to supply information about 
Tennessee’s only purely Southern Baptist 
seminary—Mid-America at Memphis.

I am sure they do not have an information 
disseminating office like some other schools 
do, but I believe that where news is in the 
making, a NEWSpaper like yours should seek 
it out and report it.

Please correct me if I am wrong, but I do 
not recall Mid-America being mentioned a 
single time last year in your paper. Although 
other schools and out-of-state seminaries are 
written about with monotonous lists of 
statistics, our one seminary never gets a 
word. You failed, for instance, to report that 
many of the workers in pioneer state missions 
are graduates of Mid-America, or that the 
alumni of our seminary also met during the 
state convention. Also, you did not report that 
Mid-America applied last year for full ac
creditation which they expect to receive at 
the end of this year.

No, we only read about the outstanding giv
ing program of some obscure church in 
another state which has no tie at all with Ten
nessee. I hope we have better things to look 
forward to.

Chris Francis
Rt. 1, Box 52
Heiskell, TN 37754

This newspaper is the official publication of 
the Tennessee Baptist Convention, which is 
affiliated with the Southern Baptist Conven
tion. For this reason, it has been our policy to 
report on those institutions and events which 
are related to the TBC or the SBC.

When one of our churches calls a pastor or 
staff member, we do report in the article the 
school he is attending or has at
tended-including Mid-America Baptist 
Seminary, (editor)

Women's best role
Dear editor:

I could pray that Kay Wilson Shurden (Jan. 
17) would make a study of children who are 
victims of mothers who are not homemakers. 
How helpful it would be for such teachers to 
make a study of broken homes to determine 
the effect of such emphasis on women’s 

careers instead of homemaking.
Let Southern Baptists be proud (and I think 

95 percent are) that literature from our Bap
tist Sunday School Board has been accused of 
stereotyping women as homemakers and 
mothers.

Let us also commend President Grady 
Cothen for not being defensive but saying, 
“We are concerned that we properly repre
sent a Biblical perspective on women.” An in
depth study of our home environment in 
America would prove that any other em
phasis for women would and does 
discriminate against children. There are 
many worthy places for women in our society, 
but emphasis must be on homemaking and 
motherhood.

God pity us when our children do not know 
which is father and which is mother. I am 
grateful to God for a wife that can work and 
has had a place in the business world, but how 
sad it would be if the emphasis had not been 
on homemaking and motherhood. What a 
blessing for our children!

Praise God for our literature, and I trust it 
will continue to be Biblical. Thank you, Grady 
Cothen.

R.L. Fitts
2216 Clifton Ave.
Memphis, TN 38127

Another view
Dear editor:

I noticed in your Dec. 21 issue the article 
having to do with the Baptists and tax
exemption for private schools.

I think it is important that people be aware 
that there is another point of view within Bap
tist circles concerning this matter.

Kenneth L. Dean
499 Patterson
Memphis, TN 38111

'A good report'
Dear editor:

Think of things of good report. Paul’s 
-passage, Phil. 4:8 “How to think,” I choose 
“things of good report.” The four articles on 
evangelism (Jan. 17) were good. A con
ference for two days, special one day for full- 
time evangelists, one day of revivals on 
Saturday, seven north central states launch a 
year of evangelism.

A heartening report about evangelism in 
Baptist hospitals in Bangalore, India would 
shame many of our churches because they 
had 680 professions, 86 baptisms in one year.

We must make a Bold Thrust of evangelism 
because Acts 2:47 says clearly “and the Lord 
added daily such as should be saved.” 
Perhaps soon the fine section “People and our 
churches” can add statistics, souls saved, 
revivals results, churches growing.

Ruby Wagner
209 Deborah
Jefferson City, TN 37760

Knoxville hospital staff 
names new officers

KNOXVILLE—East Tennessee Baptist 
Hospital has a new chief of staff for 1979.

Edmund Andrews, plastic and reconstruc
tive surgeon, was elevated to the post at the 
annual medical staff dinner recently. He suc
ceeds Victor Klein, surgeon, who was 
presented a special award in recognition of 
his services to Baptist Hospital.

Elected as vice chief of staff for 1979 is 
Elvin B. Noxon, urologist. Joseph L. Broady, 
pathologist, was named as secretary.

By Albert W. Wardin

For a number of years I have taught in the 
history department of Belmont College, 
Nashville, and recently on a sabbatical I was 
an instructor under the Foreign Mission 
Board in the religious studies department of 
Kenyatta University College in Kairobi, 
Kenya.

I read with great interest the article by 
Richard Groves on “Academic freedom” 
(Jan. 17).

One must admit that in a denomination as 
large as the Southern Baptist Convention 
there will be differences of theological opi
nion. Faithful men of God may hold divergent 
views on everything from the origin of the 
soul, such as traducianism, to eschatological 
issues.

Theologians and educators with any profes
sional competency realize that it is neither 
spiritually nor educationally healthy to en
force conformity which eliminates an in
vestigation of issues or further theological 
development.

But, on the other hand, the author does not 
address himself to a very serious problem 
which threatens the theological integrity of 
Southern Baptists.

In raising the specter of credialism and 
calling for “a greater degree of theological 
flexibility” in Baptist schools, Groves is not 
careful to state the historic Baptist position on 
Biblical authority. Baptists have rejected 
creeds NOT to enable a person to believe 
whatever he wishes concerning Scripture, but 
to eliminate any human formulation which

Personal 
perspective
BY TOM MADDEN 

TBC executive secretary

Recently, I had the privilege to share in a 
stewardship program in one of our churches. 
The spirit of the people challenged and thrill
ed me.

As the service progressed, I was reminded 
again of God’s reservations. We are ac
customed to our 
government setting 
aside a certain area 
for a park or another 
specific purpose. The 
Bible underlines for 
us several of God’s 
reservations.

In the garden of 
Eden, He reserved one 
tree. This reservation 
was not to deprive the 
original couple but to Madden 
help them.

The first day of each week is reserved as 
:he Lord’s day. It is to be a day of worship and 
rest and makes the other six days more mean
ingful.

He asked the Israelites not to plunder 
Jericho after the walls had fallen down. God 
had far better things for Israel on the other 
side of Jordan and did not want them obsess
ed with the coins and used garments of 
Jericho.

In the same spirit, God reserves the first 
tenth of our income. God does not have to 
have it, but asks us to give ourselves as we 
give the tithes and offerings and by so doing 
we honor Him and extend His Kingdom. It 
follows that He wants to open the windows of 
heaven upon us.

I would like to think that God has blessed 
Southern Baptists and has set us aside as a 
people. He can use us to be His faithful 
witnesses in this present world.

might keep him away from the full impact of 
the Scripture itself.

The historic Baptist position declares that it 
is wrong to approach Scripture with 
philosophic assumptions which minimize or 
deny its integrity and supernatural 
character. The Bible judges the in
dividual—the individual does not, in this 
sense, judge the Bible.

An excellent discussion of Baptist prin
ciples for a historic perspective may be found 
in the volume by Paul M. Harrison, Authority 
and Power in the Free Church Tradition.

Therefore, professors in Baptist schools 
whose views of Biblical inspiration do not 
take seriously Biblical authority, and thereby 
open the door for all manner of speculation, 
have allowed their freedom to degenerate into 
license.

NATIONAL SURVEY FINDS DROP IN 
WORKER JOB SATISFACTION—“The 1977 
Quality of Employment Survey, produced 
for the government of the University of 
Michigan’s Institute for Social Research, 
found that job dissatisfaction was more pro
nounced in some groups of workers than in 
others and was particularly notable among 
college graduates. Among the study’s other 
major findings: About one in five workers 
judged that their family income was inade
quate to meet their monthly expenses. Among 
black workers, the proportion was much 
higher—three in five. About six out of ten 
workers expressed a desire for improvements 
in their existing fringe benefits, with medical 
insurance, retirement programs, dental 
plans, and paid vacations most frequently 
cited. About half of the workers interviewed 
expressed willingness to trade hypothetical 
ten-percent pay raise for improved retire
ment benefits, better medical insurance or 
more paid vacation days. Over three-fourths 
of the respondents reported exposure hi their 
place of work to one or more of 13 listed safety 
and health hazards. More than one-third of 
the workers said they had skills that they 
would like to use but could not use on their 
present jobs.” (AFL—CIO News, Dec. 23, 
1978).

MARKETING GOODS—“TV could be of 
great help to the consumer in selecting his 
purchases. Instead, it has become the most 
successful seller of junk merchandise since 
the medicine man. This is because loading up 
the airwaves with advertising has made TV 
stations the golden calf. The New York 
Times’ Les Brown points out, ‘Economics 
serves as aesthetics in commercial broad
casting. Every rating point gained or lost by a 
show represents about 700,000 television 
households on a national scale. After costs are 
met, a single rating pqint in a network’s week
ly average, over the course of a season, comes 
to represent $20 million or more in profits. 
Getting these rating points is the art of televi
sion.’ ” (Washington Spectator, Jan. 15,1979).

Bond plan leader retires
CARBONDALE, I11.(BP)-Noel M. Taylor, 

66, has retired as president of Broadway Plan 
Inc., in Houston, Texas.

He moved back to his home state of Illinois, 
where he was executive secretary of the Il
linois Baptist State Association from 1946-65. 
He headed the Broadway Plan since 1967 and 
will continue as a member of its board of 
directors.
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Abortion ruling anniversary 
brings Washington rallies

WASHINGTON(BP)—“Pro-Life” and 
“Pro-Choice” groups converged on 
Washington dramatizing the controversy 
begun six years ago when the U.S. Supreme 
Court ruled that abortion in the first six mon
ths of pregnancy was a constitutional right.

The fight has become increasingly bitter 
and this year’s activities noting the anniver
sary of the court’s decision showed the divi
sions sharply.

The National Organization for Women an
nounced that they had invited “Pro-Life” and 
“Pro-Choice” groups to a meeting Feb. 15 to 
discuss ways “to lessen the need for abortion, 
to reduce the incidence of unwanted and 
troubled pregnancies, and to end the increas
ing polarization and violence that surrounds 
this issue,” said Eleanor Smeal, president of 
NOW.

But Nellie Gray, president of the anti-

Court kills excuses 
for women jurists

WASHINGTON(BP)—In a series of actions 
in the field of sex discrimination, the Supreme 
Court struck down a Missouri law which 
allows systematic exclusion of women from 
jury duty and agreed to hear the complaint of 
a Pennsylvania man who was fired from his 
job for advocating the rights of women 
employees.

In related action, the high court declined to 
review a New York law which mandates 
disability benefits for pregnant women, 
although it ruled earlier that federal law does 
not require such benefits.

The Missouri law was held to violate the so- 
called “fair cross section” requirement con
tained in the Sixth Amendment to the Con
stitution. The provision was designed by the 
nation’s founders to help insure that every 
person charged with a crime be given a fair 
trial.

The Missouri Supreme Court had earlier 
upheld the constitutionality of the state law 
which granted women an automatic exclusion 
from jury duty at their request. During the 
appeal challenging the law, evidence was 
presented showing that Missouri women who 
were summoned to jury pools could be excus
ed merely by not showing up.

abortion group March for Life, told a crowd at 
the U.S. Capitol estimated at anywhere bet
ween 10,000 to 60,000, “I do not sit down and 
negotiate with baby killers.”

Karen Mulhauser, director of the National 
Abortion Rights Action League, accepted the 
invitation. She said that “nobody is pro
abortion” but recalled her experiences 
counseling pregnant women who were 
“desperate, anguished.”

The Religious Coalition for Abortion Rights, 
made up of 28 religious organizations which 
support the right of women to choose abor
tion, issued a statement opposing efforts to 
amend the U.S. Constitution to prohibit all 
abortions.

“We hold in high respect the value of poten
tial human life; we do not take the question of 
abortion lightly,” the RCAR statement said. 
“There are many denominations and faith 
groups represented among us, and we hold 
varying viewpoints as to when abortion is 
morally justified. But it is exactly this plur
ality of beliefs which leads us to the convic
tion that the abortion decisions must remain 
with the individual, to be made on the basis of 
conscience and personal religious principles, 
and free from governmental interference.”

In the week of the 96th Congress has been in 
session, about 20 resolutions have been in
troduced that would amend the Constitution, 
prohibiting abortions in most cases.

Elizabeth Haselden, board of national 
ministries of the American Baptist Churches, 
USA, told Baptist Press, “I have wrestled 
with the arguments of the pro-life groups. I 
am pro-life in its fulfillment for adults and 
children. I will go a step further and say that 
we must have consistency of ethical values. 
People who say they are pro-life often support 
other views which are not pro-life. The elec
tric chair is not pro-life. We must carry this 
all the way through a cluster of issues—war, 
poverty, hunger, and capital punishment.”

Asia mission said thriving; 
hope grows for Red China

RICHMOND, Va.(BP)—Evangelistic ef
forts continue to thrive in a number of East 
Asian countries, and at least one observer 
predicts that Communist China soon will 
recognize the presence of Christians in that 
country.

George H. Hays, in a report prepared for 
the Southern Baptist Foreign Mission Board 
painted an optimistic picture of progress 
made in the recently concluded Hong Kong 
for Christ Crusade, in which more than 3,800 
decisions now are reported, and said that new 
churches are being formed in Korea at the 
rate of almost one a week.

Hays, the board’s secretary for East Asia, 
said Paul Kaufman, head of Asian Outreach, 
told him in Hong Kong that pressures from 
within and without will make it mandatory for 
mainland China officials to recognize that 
there are Christians within their borders.

In some places in China, Christians meet 
openly, Kaufman told Hays, and some who 
had been caught up in Communism are com
ing back.

“This type of thing, however, depends upon 
the area,” Hays’ report said. “In some areas 
it is still as closed as it has ever been. They do 
have some response from radio programs 
beamed toward mainland China. Peasants 
crossing the border say they listen regularly 
to Christian broadcasts.”

Hays said that increasing numbers of 
Chinese students are allowed to study both in 
the United States and Europe and that these 
students have more freedom to mix with the 
people. He believes this will open up more op
portunities for Christian students to “reach 
out to these Chinese students in a friendly and 
caring way.”

While in Hong Kong, Hays said, he met a

RECEIVING THE GOOD NEWS—Attend
ing services at First Baptist Church in 
Nashville last Sunday, Spanish-speaking 
persons living in Davidson County were 
able to hear the gospel in their own 
language. Most of the Spanish popula
tion do not speak English.

Spanish broadcast started 
at Nashville First Baptist
There are more than 10,000 people living in 

Davidson County whose native tongue is 
Spanish. These people now have the oppor
tunity to hear the gospel preached in their 
own language through a special program 
established at First Baptist Church in 
Nashville.

The church’s program allows the Spanish 
people to attend regular services and to par
ticipate through the use of a radio and ear
phone set carried by each attender. The 
translation into Spanish is achieved in a 
special sound room above the sanctuary.

According to Bill Blackwell, minister of 
missions and outreach at the church, the 
representative Spanish population are 

woman in her mid-40’s who had just been 
allowed to leave China after applying for a 
permit for 12 years.

“She told me the only way she could main
tain her faith through all of these years was 
by praying with her mother every morning,” 
Hays said. “They had to do it quietly, 
secretively, and in whispers, but she has 
maintained her faith. God is still at work in 
mainland China.”

In addition to more than 2,700 decisions in 
the stadium services, the Hong Kong crusade 
reported about 1,100 others made decisions 
for Christ at services held in churches, 
schools and other institutions.

Ervin E. Hastey, associate consultant for 
evangelism and church development who 
spent three months in Hong Kong assisting 
with the crusade planning and follow-up, said 
the campaign had resulted in a renewed em
phasis on personal witnessing.

He said it also had produced a sense of unity 
and enthusiasm among pastors, missionaries, 
and other convention leaders and “a deep 
feeling that evangelism must occupy a more 
meaningful place in Baptist work than 
previously.”

Hays’ report also said response to the 
gospel in Korea continues, with the number of 
churches and preaching points now exceeding 
600. With the aid of the Florida Baptist Con
vention, major city evangelization began this 
year and will continue through 1980 in five 
major cities—Seoul, Taejon, Taegu, Pusan 
and Kwanju.

The Japan Baptist Convention, he noted, 
has set a goal of 1,000 new churches and 
100,000 members in 30 years. As the first stage 
toward this goal, it hopes to have 250 churches 
and an equal number of missions by 1987.

TRANSLATING THE GOSPEL—Ruben 
Canas translates the gospel from English 
to Spanish during services at First Bap
tist Church in Nashville last Sunday. It 
was the church's first Sunday to provide 
the service for the Spanish-speaking 
persons in Davidson County.

students attending Vanderbilt University, 
George Peabody College, and Tennessee 
State University in Nashville, and the 
families of these students. They come from 
most of the Latin and South American coun
tries, Costa Rica, Venezuela, Ecuador, and 
Spain. The majority of them are not bi
lingual, he added, referring especially to the 
families of the students.

Blackwell explained to Baptist and Reflec
tor that the idea of providing the gospel in 
Spanish originated with the church’s interna
tional committee and missions commmittee. 
A Sunday School class, taught in Spanish, has 
been offered for about six years at First Bap
tist.

Blackwell said that during that time, the 
people attending the Sunday School class 
would attend the worship service with a 
teacher who could speak Spanish helping 
them as best they could.

When the church decided recently to 
revamp the sound system, the idea of pro
viding the Spanish service was included.

An additional benefit of the radio and ear
phone method is that it allows the people to sit 
anywhere they choose, rather than force 
them to sit in a group.

Future plans call for adding other language 
ministries, with a priority on Chinese.

Peace seminar 
set this month

LOUISVILLE, Ky.(BP)—A convocation on 
Peacemaking and the Nuclear Arms Race, to 
be held Feb. 16-17 at Louisville’s Deer Park 
Baptist Church and at Southern Baptist 
Theological Seminary in Louisville, is a 
response to a resolution passed at the 1978 
Southern Baptist Convention in Atlanta.

The resolution states in part that “we con
fess we have not pursued peace with full 
Christian commitment, and we commit 
ourselves to pray for peace in our churches 
and to seek to become more committed to 
peacemaking.” It urges national leaders “to 
seek mutual agreements with other nations to 
slow the nuclear arms race,” and “to shift 
funds from nuclear weapons systems to basic 
human needs.”

Prominent Christian peace activists, as 
well as government and church officials, will 
speak at the convocation. Among them will be 
Dale Brown, former moderator of the pacifist 
Church of the Brethren; C. Welton Gaddy, 
pastor of Broadway Baptist Church, Fort 
Worth, Texas; Phil Strickland of the Chris
tian Life Commission for the Baptist General 
Convention of Texas; U.S. Sen. Wendell Ford, 
of Kentucky; and William Dyess, assistant 
deputy secretary in the U.S. State Depart
ment.
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Our People
CHURCHES...
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The congregation of First Baptist Church of 
Monterey will observe its 75th anniversary as 
a church throughout 1979, according to Ger- 
rald Bland, pastor. Seven former pastors 
have agreed to return to Monterey during the 
year to share in the celebration. A men’s 
breakfast and fellowship was held on Jan. 27; 
and on Jan. 28, the church observed Baptist 
Men’s Day. Special speaker for the day was 
Dewitt Sampley. On Feb. 4, the membership 
will recognize their oldest living member, 
Mrs. Clemey Pugh, 97, and the youngest 
member Felicia McPhail, 7. Julius Mahon, 
pastor from 1960-65, will lead a February Bi
ble study; and former pastor Herman 
Callahan (1958-60) will bring the Baptist doc
trinal study in March. The climax of the 
year’s activities will be held in September at 
the Diamond Anniversary Dinner.

Members of Haywood Hills Baptist Church 
in Nashville unanimously authorized their 
building committee to enter into a construc
tion contract for the erecting of a new 
building. Construction is scheduled to begin in 
March and will include a preschool unit and 
fellowship-activities unit.

Zion Baptist Church, Waynesboro, paid off 
the note on their building and have scheduled 
a note burning service.

Lincoln Park Baptist Church in Knoxville 
will observe the church’s 70th anniversary on 
Sunday, Feb. 11. Ted J. Ingram is pastor.

Baptist and Reflector

and Our Churches . . .
church. Williams is pastor of Bankson 
Memorial Mission Center, Hamilton County 
Association. Jack McEwen is pastor of First 
Church.

First Baptist Church in Bolivar was 
scheduled to ordain Gerald Wardlow as a 
deacon on Sunday, Jan. 28. George Johnson 
Jr. is pastor of the Bolivar congregation.

LEADERSHIP...
Lincoln Park Baptist Church in Knoxville 

called Beecher Mize as interim music direc
tor. Ted J. Ingram is pastor.

Steve Barton was called as minister of 
music and youth by members of Island Home 
Baptist Church in Knoxville. A student at the 
University of Tennessee in that city, he 
received the bachelor of music degree from 
Carson-Newman College in 1977. His work at 
UT is.toward a master’s degree in choral con
ducting. His last position was a minister of 
music and youth at Etowah BaptisyChurch in 
Etowah, N.C. David G. Peach is pastor at 
Island Home.

Wayne Turner, former minister of educa
tion administration at First Baptist Church in 
Chattanooga, was called as administrator to 
the Roswell Street Baptist Church in Mariet
ta, Ga.

First Baptist Church of Big Sandy called 
Dean Armour as minister of music recently. 
The church membership also voted to sponsor 
a mission in the area.

Jerry Baker, pastor of Mt. Vernon Baptist 
Church, Halls, resigned to accept the call of a 
church in New Panama City, Fla.

Tony Carroll is serving as minister of music 
and youth at Lookout Valley Baptist Church 
in Chattanooga. He came to the post from 
South Seminole Baptist Church in the city. 
Carroll is a graduate of Jacksonville State 
University in Jacksonville, Ala. Jim Gouge, 
formerly at Lookout Valley, has accepted the

"At Home With the Bible"
A unique listening experience

• Inspiring Music • Intriguing Guests •
• Informative Bible Study •

PLUS
an opportunity for you to receive, free of charge, 
the monthly Home Bible Study Guide...designed 

to aid your personal Bible Study...or to enjoy 
with the entire family studying the Bible together.

A Weekly Radio Series Starting 
Sunday, January 7 

WREC Radio • 8-8:30 p.m.
Provided for you by

Union Avenue Baptist Church
21.81 Union Avenue, Memphis, Tennessee 38104 

.(901)276-5421
w. lee prince, minister
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post as full-time minister of music, education, 
and outreach at East Chattanooga Baptist 
Church.

Steve Davis resigned as director of music 
and youth at First Baptist Church in 
Newbern.

The congregation of West Jackson Baptist 
Church, Jackson, has called John E. Tucker, 
minister of activities at First Baptist Church 
in Grenada, Miss., to serve as their minister 
of outreach and evangelism. He will be on the 
new field Feb. 1. Tucker is a graduate of the 
University of Miami (Fla.) and Southwestern 
Baptist Theological Seminary, Fort Worth, 
Tex.

PEOPLE...
First Baptist in Selmer ordained Billy Joe 

Wolfe as a deacon earlier this month. Six men 
were installed at the same time, according to 
Pastor W. Matt Tomlin. Tomlin delivered the 
ordination sermon.

Ramsey Pollard, pastor of Bellevue Baptist 
Church in Memphis from 1960-72, was named 
as -pastor-emeritus of that congregation in 
special services on Jan. 21. Pastor Adrian 
Rogers presented the certificate of recogni
tion to the former pastor. Since his retire
ment, he has remained active as an 
evangelist, Bible conference leader, and 
preacher. Pollard delivered the morning 
message at Bellevue following the presenta
tion.

Fred Williams was ordained recently by 
First Baptist Church, Chattanooga, his home

Southeastern seminary 
receives Lilly grant

WAKE FOREST, N.C.—Southeastern Bap
tist Theological Seminary here has been 
awarded a grant of $15,500 by Lilly Endow
ment Inc. of Indianapolis, for a program of 
development of lay support, according to an 
announcement by Seminary President W. 
Randall Lolley.

The grant will be used for a program of 
1 volunteer constituency development by the 

28-year old Southern Baptist Convention 
seminary. In the terms of the grant 
Southeastern will seek to maximize the 
effectiveness of the school’s 30-member lay 
development council.

The newly created program would utilize 
the process and benefits of management by 
objectives, which also are incorporated in the 
seminary’s administrative program.

FOR SALE
40 oak pews with cushions and pulpit fur
niture, excellent condition.

Call

Cades Cove Baptist Church
Maryville, TN 615-984-5257 or 983-8159

Frank Welch, former pastor of Spring 
Creek Road Baptist Church, Chattanooga, 
has accepted the pastorate of North Dayton 
Baptist Church in Dayton, Ohio. He is already 
on the field.

Thompson Springs Baptist Church in 
Cleveland called Cecil Gilliland as part-time 
minister of music and youth.

White House Skating Rink 
Highway 31W and Highland Dr.

White House, TN 37188 
Church Parties anytime except Friday and 

Saturday nights 
$30 for two hours plus 75< for skate rental

• How can I know 
if I'm Spirit filled?

•What is the Baptism 
of the Spirit?

• How many and 
what are the 
gifts of the Spirit?

• How does the 
talk

AwWallnn GODS Puwti In Yom ut-

I AVAILABLE AT

BAPTIST BOOK STORES 
WORD BOOKS PUBLISHER

An 
Invitation 

From
Johnnie Hall

Don Mauldin Eleanor DunnNelle Elder Mary Allen

Join Them For An 
Exciting Week in Beautiful

HAWAII 
only $639.00 from Nashville

July 3-10
Join Johnnie, Don, Mary, Nelle, and Eleanor and a congenial group from 
Tennessee for the greatest vacation ever. For additional information, call 
Johnnie 615-832-3884 or write:

HAWAIIAN ADVENTURE 
4323 Morriswood Dr.
Nashville, TN 37204
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Bible Puzzle pulpit ^ein
Answers on page 10

ACROSS

1 He had an unclean 
spirit (Mark 1:23)

4 “I will — them out” 
(Hos. 9)

9 Exclamation
12 “make----- unto 

honour” (Rom. 9)
14 Find fault 

persistently
15 Mature
16 “- of the blind” 

(Matt. 15)
18 Rock (Judg. 15:8)
19 Search and rescue: 

abbr.
20 Under this word:

L, abbr.
21 Man’s nickname
22 “gave the —” 

(Neh. 8)
24 Of copper: abbr.
26 Winter vehicle

27 For the mill
29 First foundation 

(Rev. 21:19)
32 “my — desire” 

(Rom. 10)
33 It brings contention 

(Prov. 13:10)
34 “from the — gate” 

(Zeph.1)
35 Half of seller
36 “Every —” 

(Matt. 15)
38 Snake
41 Jewel
43 Ancient
44 Heraldic border
45 Signs’ partners

(Heb. 2:4)
47 “seven stars and —” 

(Amos 5)
48 Government 

welfare: abbr.

49 “shall-------- of 
man” (John 6)

51 Compass reading
52 Ancestor of Jesus 

(Luke 3:33)
53 Writings of Paul: 

abbr.
DOWN

1 Plain (Gen. 12:6)
2 Santa —
3 Country
4 Animal’s home
5 Letters
6 Melita (Acts 28:1)
7 Swerves
8 High note
9 “make----- ” 

(Matt. 5)
10 It is great 

(Luke 10:2)
11 Bashan’s king 

(Neh. 9:22; poss.)
13 Vasoexcitor 

material: abbr.
17 Sewing abbr.
19 Prophet
22 Slumber
23 Rid the body of
25 Days' opposites: 

abbr.
26 Speed: abbr.
28 Cheer
29 Magistrates
30 “ye----- building” 

(1 Cor. 3)
31 “a great —”

(Acts 21)
32 Stag’s mate
34 More untrue
37 Spaces between 

bird’s eye and bill
38 Get up
39 Sailing vessel
40 Famous Quaker: 

poss.
42 Abbr. for a doctor
44 Danish coin
45 Existed
46 Direction: abbr.
47 Unit of electric 

resistance
50 Toward

By Jim N. Griffith

There has been some talk about the possibility of someone publishing a condensed version 
of the Bible.

This is hard to believe! First there was the Revised Standard Version. Then, some seemed 
to follow their own Reversed Standard Version, and now comes the reduced version.

Surely not. In the condensed version, would Noah load the ark with only one of every sort?
And somehow, I cannot imagine David taking his slingshot, and slaying the midget!
Nor can I picture our Lord saying, in the Great commission, “Go into part of the world...”
All of the words in the Word are important. And there is enough darkness in the world 

without cutting down on the Word that “is a lamp unto my feet, and a light unto my path.”
Please, let’s not have a reduced, shortened version of the Bible! Truth is, this is the one 

shortage we cannot really live with.

Christian conduct
By Herschel H. Hobbs

CRYPTOVERSE

NJZ RZFRYZ NJLN CLYDZE QK

JLHZ WZZK L USZLN YQUJN

Today’s Cryptoverse clue: S equals R

ELSDKZWW

To change or correct 
your address

Attach in this space your address 
label found on the front page of your 
latest copy of the BAPTIST AND 
REFLECTOR. Please give your new 
address below—including your zip 
code. When changing address, please 
give two weeks notice. Please write, 
do not call address changes to insure 
accuracy.

All correspondence relating 
to your subscription
should be accompanied by our address 
label. If you are receiving duplicate 
copies, please send both labels.

Address all requests to:

BAPTIST AND REFLECTOR
Post Office Box 347

Brentwood, Tennessee 37027

Name ________________________
Please Print

Address ______________________

City __________________________

State___________ iZip Code

“Dearly beloved, I beseech you as 
strangers and pilgrims, abstain from fleshly 
lusts, which war against the soul ; having your 
conversation honest among the Gentiles’’ 1 
Peter 2.11-12A.

Peter has just called Christians “the people 
of God” (v.10). Now he tells them how they 
should live as such in the world. “Strangers 
and pilgrims” (“aliens and exiles”, RSV) 
mean that as citizens of God’s kingdom they 
are not a part of the evil world system. They 
are but temporary pilgrims passing through 
the land. As such they are not to become en
tangled in the lustful world social order. When 
in Rome Christians are not to do as the 
Romans do. Lustful living wars against the 
soul as its enemy (see Gal. 5:16-24).

“Conversation” renders a word meaning to 
go back and forth, so one’s manner of life. Our 
lives as Christians should be a judgment 
against the pagan mores of the age.

Lofty Christian living was all the more 
necessary since Peter’s readers lived in an at
mosphere of persecution. Pagans accused 
Christians as being “evildoers.” During the 
Neronian persecution, a Roman writer 
Suetonius called Christians “wrongdoers” 
because of their refusal to acquiesce to evil 
practices demanded by the state. So ap
parently Peter’s meaning in verse 12b is that 
when they are falsely accused of being 
evildoers their pagan neighbors can testify 
that they are doers of good.

This relates to the “day of visitation.” 
“Visitation” comes from a verb meaning to 
inspect. Two general views are held concern
ing this phrase: (1) The time when God will 
search the hearts of non-Christians, who will 
be convicted and converted by the example of 
Christians. This will bring glory to God; (2) 
The time when Christians will be brought into 
court charged! with disobeying the laws of the 
state, and who will be vindicated by the 
testimony of their neighbors as to their godly 
lives. This will lead pagans to give God the 
credit for their conduct. Though there is sense 
in both views, the context seems to call for the 
latter.

In any event, Christians are to live 
righteously before men as examples of the 
difference Christ makes in their lives. They 
are not to stand in but to stand out in an evil 
social order. This reflects Jesus’ words in

PRESERVE YOUR
ST CHURCH Jj

HISTORY III
IN THE PERMANENCE OF PRINT 

Write or Call
. BIRMINGHAM PUBLISHING COMPANY
130 South 19th Street Birmingham. Al. 35233 

205/251-5113

Matthew 5:16. “Let your light so shine before, 
men, that they may see your good works, and 
glorify your Father which is in heaven.”

DEVOTIONAL

Are you truly prepared?
By Lawrence Dye

One hardly has to drive very far on our 
highway system today to be reminded that 
our Savior, Jesus, will one day return for us 
believers. We look forward to when our Savior 
will rapture the church and take us home with 
him to Glory. The signs are everywhere. 
“Jesus is coming, are 
you ready?” “Jesus is 
coming, be prepared.” 
Are we truly 
prepared?

Several years ago, 
while on a routine 
flight, a pilot had to 
make an emergency 
landing into a moun
tainous wilderness. 
His single engine 
plane disentegrated on
contact with the mountain terrain, hurtling 
him to the ground. With torn flesh and broken 
bones, he began his wilderness survival. After 
several days of wandering aimlessly to find 
help, he came to a road. A short time later, 
with a swollen body, hungry, and exhausted, 
he was picked up by a passing patrol car and 
was soon on his way to a hospital.

Later, when interviewed by reporters, at 
his hospital bedside, he was asked what 
helped him to survive such an ordeal. His 
answer was simple and plain. As a young boy, 
he had been a boy scout. Such a situation like 
this was what he had prepared for as a scout.

As Christians are we truly prepared for the 
return of our Lord, or are we like the five 
foolish virgins Jesus spoke of in His parable? 
At the beginning, each virgin seemed to have 
enough oil. However, as night approached it 
was obvious the bridegroom was going to be 
later than they had prepared for. At midnight, 
the darkest part of the night, the cry finally 
came, “behold the bridegroom cometh.”

The five wise virgins who had come 
prepared, trimmed their lamps. The five 
foolish virgins had no oil. They begged the 
wise ones for them to share their oil. What a 
dismal thing it was to discover that their 
lamps were empty. They were to miss one of 
life’s greatest blessings.

As servants of Christ, we must live and plan 
each day fully preparing for Jesus and the 
coming of His heavenly throne. We must not 
believe that we can share someone else’s oil. 
One must always remember to be wise and 
keep His lamp and vessel filled with oil so as 
not to miss life’s greatest blessing.

Dye is a layman and teaches a men’s Sun
day School class at First Baptist Church, 
Hendersonville.
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"One Which Was Lost"
A new twenty minute 16MM Color, sound film is now available for your use. You 

may schedule it through the Children's Home that is nearest to you or by contacting 
the Central Office.

We have thirty copies of the film and will schedule them as requests are re
ceived. Hopefully, one will be available when you wish to use it. Should you be 
unable to secure one for your first choice—give a second choice on the date.

The film tells a story that is faced frequently by the staff of the Homes. The film 
was produced professionally. Those appearing in the film are our own staff and 
children of our staff. We have taken every precaution that no child in our care nor 
their relatives might be embarrassed by seeing a "close up" of one of their own.

The film will be ideal to show on Sunday night, Wednesday night, adult groups, 
or to youth and children's groups. We hope you will use it and if you like it recom
mend it to someone else.

There is no rental charge. You may use It for free.
A great idea would be to use the film to promote Mother's Day Offering in your 

church.

After a very good Christmas and a long vacation 
period from school, the boys and girls are settling 
down to a routine of study and daily living. I am 
fully cognizant that some of the staff would con
tend there is no such thing as "settling down to the 
routine.’* When a cottage is filled with ten boys 
and girls—each from a 
different home—it isn't 
easy to develop a feeling 
of unity. No one has said 
to our staff that theirs is 
an easy job. It is far from 
being easy! Don't you 
believe that their job is 
impossible. Most of our 
staff have already seen 
God do the impossible in 
the time they have serv
ed at TBCH. Every little 
progress is joyfully noted as a child moves toward 
the desired goal that has been set for him. Some 
arrive more quickly than others. Others never 
seem to see the goal toward which the whole staff 
team is moving.

It is truly a time of rejoicing when we see a 
home re-established and a child return to live 
with other family members. It is often a long, hard 
road to bring the home to the point of stability that 
once again it can function as a happy family. The 
social workers, director of cottage life, 
houseparents, and superintendent spend many 
hours and make many attempts before the home is 
once again functioning smoothly. All this work is 
done for the love of one child that he may be a part 
of "his very own family" again.

This is a very vital part of the ministry of TBCH. 
We aren't ever completely satisfied until every ef
fort has been made to serve not only the child but 
his entire family. We saw many homes come 
together again in 1978. Hopefully, in this new 
year, we will see others begin functioning as God 
designed.

When our campus population is lower than 
capacity it may well be that some children are 
again with their loved ones. Our efforts are expen
sive in time, emotions, skills and money. But they 
are richly rewarded when a boy or girl can smile or 
laugh with his very own parent again. Wounds 
heal much faster when a real mother or father can 
prove his love. Oh, the magic of a mother's kiss!

Reports From
Tommy Thomas

The new ministry that has just begun in the 
Johnson City area is off to a good beginning. Mr. 
Thomas has discovered some very real needs in 
the area. His interviews with pastors and judges in 
the area seem to indicate that this pilot program 
may open many doors for needed services.

The work is under the general supervision of the 
Superintendent at the Chattanooga Campus. 
However, Mr. Thomas is very familiar with the 
total ministries of TBCH and is capable of helping 
with all your needs. If TBCH does not offer the 
ministry you need, Mr. Thomas will refer you to 
the agency that can best help you.

If you aren't certain as to how to secure the ser
vices of the Tennessee Baptist Children's 
Homes—Let me offer one suggestion. Call the Bap
tist Children's Home that is nearest to you and tell 
them your problem. We want to serve you.

Advertisement

A Gift of Love
"We are only a small congregation," said Pastor 

Forrest Morgan of the Smyrna Baptist Church. 
However, when Superintendent Burl McMillan 
looked at the check for $1,000 he began to see that 
the church membership might be small but the 
church was very large.

The money will be used to help build two tennis 
courts so very badly needed at the Chattanooga 
Home. The staff has recognized the need for the 
tennis courts and has already trusted the Lord for 
the funds to make them a reality this year.

When people inquire "what can we do?" They 
are told about the need for two tennis courts. Once 
a staff sets a goal and begins to pray and work to 
achieve it—there is just no stopping. Chattanooga 
will have those tennis courts before summer ar
rives.

Our hearts are filled with gratitude for pastors 
and church members across the state like Brother 
Morgan and the Smyrna Baptist Church. Love was 
so evident as the wonderful group of men 
delivered the check that is being accepted by 
Superintendent McMillan.

Franklin Home Celebrates
Mrs. Douglas Hooker has just determined that 

the Staff should not be responsible for preparing 
the Christmas Dinner to be enjoyed by the children 
and staff. It needed to be a little different and the 
houseparents needed a night off. Everywhere she 
turned doors closed. Those she might have 
secured were already booked. Things looked bad!

Someone suggested that Radnor Baptist Church 
might be available. Everything began to move in 
the right direction. Pastor Paul Durham doesn't 
believe "can't" should be in the dictionary. Very 
quickly things were arranged for the ladies of Rad
nor Baptist to prepare and serve a very delicious 
meal to all the children and staff.

Everytime a real need has been made known, 
God has had someone ready to meet that need. 
We are grateful for pastors like Brother Paul 
Durham who finds time to do the impossible in 
erecting buildings, and still willing to give a whole 
evening to celebrate Christmas with the Franklin 
Home.

"Blessed are they who have nothing to say 
and cannot be persuaded to say it."

James Russell Lowell

"I am an old man and have known a great 
many troubles, but most of them never hap
pened."

Mark Twain

Board Elects Officers
In the December meeting of the Board of 

Trustees, Dr. H.K. Sorrell was elected chairman of 
the Board. Dr. Sorrell has served as pastor of the 
Brownsville Baptist Church for the past 20 years. 
He has served on the Executive Board and Union 
University's Board. His ability was quickly 
recognized by his fellow Board members. He has 
demonstrated the ability to deal calmly with dif
ficult problems. Dr. Sorrell will provide very able 
leadership for TBCH.

Other officers elected are: Rev. Harold Smith, 
pastor First Baptist Church, Columbia, vice- 
chairman; and Rev. Ted Ingram, pastor Lincoln 
Park Baptist Church, Knoxville, secretary.

What Is A Boy?
Between the innocence of babyhood and the 

dignity of manhood we find a delightful creature 
called a boy. Boys come in assorted sizes, weights, 
and colors, but all boys have the same creed: To 
enjoy every second of every minute of every hour 
of every day and to protest with noise (their only 
weapon) when their last minute is finished and the 
adults pack them off to bed at night.

"Boys are found everywhere—on top of, 
underneath, inside of, climbing on, swinging from, 
running around, or jumping to. Mothers love them, 
little girls hate them, sisters and brothers tolerate 
them, adults ignore them, and Heaven protects 
them. A boy is truth with dirt on its face, Beauty 
with a cut on its finger. Wisdom with bubble gum 
in its hair, and Hope of the future with a frog in its 
pocket.

When you are busy, a boy is an inconsiderate, 
bothersome, intruding jangle of noise. When you 
want him to make a good impression, his brain 
turns to jelly or else he becomes a savage, sadistic 
creature bent on destroying the world and himself 
with it.

A boy is a composite—he has the appetite of a 
horse, the digestion of a sword swallower, the 
energy of a pocket-size atomic bomb, the curiosity 
of a cat, the lungs of a dictator, the imagination of 
a Paul Bunyan, the shyness of a violet, the audaci
ty of a steel trap, the enthusiasm of a fire cracker, 
and when he makes something he has five thumbs 
on each hand.

He likes ice cream, knives, saws, Christmas 
comic books, the boy across the street, woods, 
water (in its natural habitat), large animals, Dads, 
trains, Saturday mornings, and fire engines. He is 
not much for Sunday School, company, schools, 
books without pictures, music lessons, neckties, 
barbers, girls, overcoats, adults, or bedtime.

Nobody else is so early to rise, or so late to sup
per. Nobody else gets so much fun out of trees, 
dogs, and breezes. Nobody else can cram into one 
pocket a rusty knife, a half-eaten apple, 3 feet of 
string, a sling shot, a chunk of unknown 
substance, and a genuine super-sonic code ring 
with a secret compartment.

A boy is a magical creature—you can lock him 
out of your workshop, but you can't lock him out of 
your heart. You can get him out of your study, but 
you can't get him out of your mind. Might as well 
give up—he is your captor, your jailer, your boss, 
and your master—a freckled-faced, pint-sized, 
cat-chasing, bundle of noise. But when you come 
home at night with only the shattered pieces of 
your hopes and dreams, he can mend them like 
new with the two magic words—'Hi, Dad.'
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Chattanooga First 
Hosts Children's Home

First Baptist Church, Chattanooga, Dr. Jack 
McEwen, pastor, on December 19 went the second 
mile. They prepared >and served a delicious 
Christmas Dinner to all the children and staff at 
both the East Tennessee Baptist Children's Home 
and Min-Tom Home. What a meal! Everyone was 
invited to return to the serving window the second 
or third or—time. Some did.

We just want to say to those wonderful people at 
First Baptist that you made a lot of boys and girls 
happy with such a marvelous gesture of love. It 
would not have been possible for the boys and 
girls to put on their "Sunday best" and go out to eat 
in style without the love and goodness shown by 
those good people.

You know they didn't do it just to have it told. 
We just had to share with you some of the good 
things that happened to us.

Isn't it good to see God express His love through 
His people?

Mrs. Virginia Todd, bookkeeper...
Mrs. Virginia Todd, bookkeeper in the Central 

Office, and Superintendent Keith Wilson take a 
minute for a brief conference at the TBCH booth 
during the meeting of the State Convention. They 
were at the booth to answer questions for many of 
those attending the convention.

Meet Mrs. Jean David

For the past eight years Mrs. Jean David has 
worked in the Central Office at TBCH at Brent
wood. She is assistant bookkeeper. Among the 
many responsibilities she handles all accounts 
payable and maintains the "plant ledger." Mrs. 
David voluntarily assumed the tremendous task of 
keeping the plant ledger current at all times. This 
ledger identifies all of our capital investments on 
all campuses and enables every item to be readily 
located.

Mrs. David is dedicated to her work. She is loved 
and respected by all of us on the TBCH staff.

Character Is Important
An executive in the Midwest, known for his 

ability to hire good people, explained his method 
this way: "The criteria I use to pick good men are 
first, character, then intelligence, and third, ex
perience.

"Most people reverse the order. But a really 
bright person will pick up experience quickly. And 
the people we need most in important jobs are 
those with character sufficient to resist many kinds 
of pressure when the going gets rough.

"We find, then, that character is the most impor
tant ingredient of all, particularly if the person is 
to be responsible for policy making. An executive 
can buy brains and can buy experience, but 
character is something he must supply himself."
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UNIFORM SERIES
Lesson for Sunday, February 4

Disciples in the world
By Bob R. Agee 

dean of religious affairs 
Union University, Jackson 

Passages: John 17:14-26; James 1:22-27; I Peter 3:8-16 
Focal Passages: John 17:18-21; I Peter 3:8-16

Give your child 
the gift 

to grow by.

Your child’s life is a special gift. So give a special gift in return 
— one that will help him keep growing for a lifetime. Give 
your child the New International Version Children’s Bible.

The NIVs accuracy and readability make it the perfect 
modern English translation for memorization; its dignity and 
cadence make the learning process easier than ever before. 
A total of 36 full-color illustrations provide accurate details 
about Bible characters and events; eight full-color maps help 
locate biblical places and events.

You’ll also find unique illustrated 
overviews of Old and New Testa
ment history, plus presentation, 
family and church record pages.

Challenge your child to grow
mentally and spiritually. Give him the 
gift of a lifetime. The New International 
Version Children’s Bible, now at book
stores in full-color cloth cover, just 
$7.95.

It is easier to become a believer than it is to 
be a disciple of Jesus Christ in the day to day 
process of living. We are prone to emphasize 
only the importance of trying to equip each 
new believer with the resources he needs to 
function as a Christian in today’s world.

Jesus was concern
ed about the way His 
followers would live 
out their discipleship 
especially after He 
was gone. The seven
teenth chapter of 
John’s gospel records 
the prayer of Jesus for 
His discpies and for 
those who would 
believe in Him 
throughout history. In 
that prayer He prayed for Himself (w.1-5), 
for disciples (vv.6-19) and for believers 
throughout the ages (vv.20-26.

Prayer for the disciples’ mission 
(John 17:18-19)

Jesus was concerned about the way the 
disciples would understand their ministry. 
What were they to do? Where would they 
minister? How were they to carry out their 
ministry?

The disciples did not need to wonder about 
what kind of ministry they were to perform. 
They were being sent out to continue the 
ministry that the Father had sent the Son to 
perform. Jesus loved the unlovely. He touch
ed the untouchable, befriended the friendless. 
He cared for the outcast, and He shared the 
good news of God’s love and grace with 
everyone. To this end the Father had sent 
Him, and to this end He sends His disciples.

Abraham’s Righteousness Not by Works 
(Rom. 4:1-8)

Verse 1 raises the question about Abraham 
and the basis of his righteousness. It was no 
accident that Paul chose Abraham. Every 
Jew took great pride in being a child of 
Abraham. The phrase, “pertaining to the 
flesh” meant that Abraham was their father 
by natural descent, but God was their father 
by creation.

In verse 2 Paul states, “If Abraham were 
justified by his works, then he could boast.” 
He assumes for a moment that if Abraham 
was justified by what he did, then he could 
boast in his own accomplishment. But the fact 
remained that a person cannot do enough 
works to justify himself before God. Accor
ding to God’s perspective “all have sinned 
and come short of the glory of God” (3:23).

In verse 3 Paul quotes Gen. 15:6 in making 
his case for how Abraham was justified. 
“Abraham believed God, and it was counted 
unto him for righteousness.” The key words 
in this verse are “believed” and “counted.” 
“Believe” is the verb form from which the 
noun “faith” is derived. Therefore, the 
phrase could read “Abraham had faith in 
God.” Faith is turning from all efforts to save 
ourself and trusting in God alone to hold us.

The Greek word rendered “counted” was a 
bookkeeping term meaning to enter into a 
ledger. Because of Abraham’s faith, God 

N.LV. The beginning of a new tradition.
BAPTIST BOOK STORES

have seen a great light” (Isa. 9:2).

wrote across the page from his name the word 
“righteousness.” This does not mean that 
Abraham was without sin because the record 
clearly shows he wasn’t. But God by judicial 
decree chose to declare him righteous. This 
was because of his faith in God not because of 
any deeds he had done.

The debt mentioned in verse 4 relates to a 
legal obligation one person owes to another. If 
an employee works so many hours he expects 
to get paid. Thus his employer is in his debt. 
The Jews believed one could hold God in debt 
for good deeds he has done. This is the basic 
idea behind the idea of salvation by works. 
The problem here is a man cannot do enough 
good works to hold God in his debt. Ir- 
regardless of how many good works a man 
does he is always a sinner before a holy God.

If a person can earn salvation by his works 
there is no need to thank or to glorify God for 
it. The only way sinful man can be justified in 
a holy God’s sight is for it to be accounted un
to him. Under legalism man endeavors to do 
the impossible of putting God in his debt; 
under grace we are forever in God’s debt to do 
His will because of what He has done for us.

Abraham’s Righteousness Based on Faith 
(Rom. 4:16-18)

The “therefore” beginning verse 16 in
troduces the conclusion based on verses 1-15 
that Abraham was justified by faith. Now he 
proceeds- to show the kind of faith Abraham 
had.

Abraham’s righteousness was not based on 
works, circumcision, or law. His 
righteousness was based upon faith and not 
merit. Thus it was by grace (gift) that he was 
justified and not by works. Furthermore, the 
righteousness of God is by faith to all who 
believe. The salvation of God is not limited to 
those who have kept the law.

In verse 18 Paul reflects on the quality of 
Abraham’s faith. His was of the kind of faith 
that was “against hope.” In Genesis 15 and 17 
God told Abraham that his descendents would 
be as numerous as the stars.

This was a strain on his faith to believe 
because he was childless. When God 
reiterated the promise of Sarah bearing a son, 
he was ninety-nine years old. He was past the 
time to reasonably hope for a son. Yet in spite 
of the unreasonableness of the promise 
Abraham trusted God.

What kind of faith justifies sinners? The 
kind of faith Abraham had. His faith 
transcended human reason when he trusted 
God for the son by Sarah. Saving faith is belief 
that God by His grace will forgive us our sins 
when there is not rational reason why He 
should. Man has come short of what God ex
pects him to be, but because of what Christ 
has done for him in His death on the cross his 
sins can be covered. Through a man’s per
sonal faith toward God, righteousness can be 
accounted unto him (v.3).

The faith that saves is completely trusting 
in God when we have no merit or ability to 
save ourselves. Evangelist Vance Havner 
clarifies the true meaning of faith by forming 
an acrostic of the word: Forsaking All, I 
Trust Him.

Abraham’s Example (Rom. 4:23-25)
Paul concludes by drawing a parallel be

tween the faith of Abraham and the faith of 
Christians in general. The reference “that it 
was imputed to him” in verse 23 did not apply 
to Abraham alone. It also refers to Christians 
of all ages who believe in God’s activity in 
Christ. Abraham was an example of faith for 
believers of all ages. If we have Abraham-like 
faith, we will be saved.

The passage closes in a statement of God’s 
redemptive work in Christ again—-“Who was 
delivered for our offenses, and was raised 
again for our justification” (v.25). Christ died 
for our sins, and God raised Him from the 
dead for our justification. Marvelous is God’s 
redemptive work in Christ!
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LIFE AND WORK SERIES
Lesson for Sunday, February 4

What kind of faith justifies sinners ?
By Bob C. Hardison, pastor 

Calvary Baptist Church, Nashville

Basis Passage: Romans 4:1-25
Focal Passage: Romans 4:1-8, 16-18, 23-25

Having prepared many sermons as a 
preacher, I quickly picked up on what the 
apostle Paul was doing in chapter 4. In 1:9 to 
3:20 he conclusively shows that the Gentiles 
and Jews alike are lost from God.

In 3:21-31 he tells how they can be set right 
by faith in God’s 
redemptive work in 
Christ. No doubt many 
of the Jewish people 
were having difficulty 
understanding what 
Paul was saying when 
he abrogated the law 
as a means of salva
tion. Now in chapter 4 
he illustrates how man 
can receive God’s 
righteousness by faith.
As a preacher, Paul stated that all men are 
lost and that God’s justification could be 
received by faith, then he illustrates the faith 
mentioned.

An illustration helps a person to translate a 
truth taught in abstract terms into a concrete 
image. Paul used Abraham as an illustration 
of faith so the Jews could interpret what he 
was telling them into terms of what they 
already knew. He could not have chosen a bet
ter example because the Jews prided 
themselves in the fact that Abraham was the 
father of their nation. In portraying Abraham 
as an example of justification by faith, Paul 
shows us what kind of faith justifies sinners.

But where were they to perform this kind of 
ministry? It was not to be in the cloistered 
halls of a meeting place. Jesus had been sent 
into the world to meet people where they lived 
everyday. It was into that same world that 
Jesus sent His disciples. They were not to 
wait for people to come to church to minister 
to them. The disciples were thrust into the 
midst of the human scene to minister as Jesus 
ministered.

Jesus was not only concerned about the 
kind of ministry and where that ministry 
would be performed. He was concerned that 
the diciples would have the resources to carry 
out that ministry. The Master pointed out that 
He had sanctified Himself, i.e. He had set 
Himself apart-for the special mission that the 
Father had assigned to Him.

His power and ability grew out of that total 
surrender of Himself to the Father. Out of 
that sanctification came a distinctive life 
style, a unique message and a special way of 
treating people. Jesus sanctified Himself to 
provide the example and the means by which 
the disciples would also be sanctified. Our 
ability to be effective disciples grows out of 
the willingness to be totally surrendered to 
Christ and His way for our lives.

Prayer for the church’s future 
(John 17:20-21)

Jesus’ concern for His followers was not 
limited to just those who had followed Him 
during His earthly ministry. He could envi
sion that as the years unfolded there would be 
many who would believe in Him through the 
witness and the ministry of the disciples. His 
prayer reveals that He was just as interested 
in the future disciples as He was about His 
present followers. Even though Jesus came 
as a historical figure whose earthly ministry 
was limited to a tangible span of years, his 
continuing ministry is not limited to the past. 
Even now he continues to pray for his 
followers, interceeding in our behalf 
(Romans 8:34).

But for what does he pray? Jesus knew that 
the key ingredient for Christians to be effec
tive was unity (v.20). The Son of God drew'His 
strength and ability from his unity with the 
Father. He lived in perfect union with the 
Father and he came to set things right bet
ween us and the Heavenly Father. He wanted 
people to enjoy that special union with the 
Father that He had enjoyed. Then when there 
was unity between us and the Father, there 

would be unity between us and our fellow 
Christians. Jesus wants His followers to be 
united and to live in harmony with one 
another. He went so far as to say that the uni
ty of the church was a witness to the reality 
that Jesus was who He said He was and that 
He actually did carry out His purpose (v.21). 
A divided church stands very little chance of 
leading people to accept Christ as Saviour and 
Lord.

Disciples are to be different 
(I Peter 3:8-12)

Those who follow Jesus are to live distinc
tive lives. They are to be distinctive in the 
way they feel toward one another and toward 
people in general (v.8). The way Christians

Advertisement

Rev. W.C. Summer was director 
of the Stewardship Department of 
the TBC for six years. Upon retire
ment in 1975, he and Mrs. Summer 
spent a yecr in Malawi, Africa os 
missionaries under the auspices of 
the Foreign Mission Board. They 
have returned recently to their 
home in Nashville. While in Africa 
they saw Cooperative Program and 
Lottie Moon funds at work in many 
ways. Bro. Summer reletes one in
stance os follows:

"Malikebu is c toll, smiling, en-

God's word says, "The earth Is the Lord's, 
and the fulness thereof; the world, and they 
that dwell therein." Psalm 24:1.

A Home Missioncry in a 
kindergerten in Tellehessee, 
Florida, is teeching these children 
to recognize God os the erector 
and giver of all things. Through 
these teachings the children will 
learn of the mighty love of God 
and come to know Jesus as their 
personal Lord and Saviour. This is 
our prayer as we give support 
through prayer and the 
Cooperative Program.

treat people is to reflect the spirit of Christ 
living within them (v.9). A disciple’s entire 
approach to life is to be different from that 
which characterizes the rest of the world 
(vv.10-11).

Jesus had taught that the world could see 
the difference between his followers and those 
who do not believe in him. If Christ truly lives 
within a person, their attitudes are different, 
their values are different, their conduct is dif
ferent? God is looking for changed and chang
ing lives as evidence that Christ really lives 
within (v.12).

Disciples are to be faithful (I Peter 3:13-16)

When a person decides to follow Jesus, he 
needs, to be mindful that their decision may 
not be understood or accepted by those around 
them. Peter’s audience had known the threat 
of persecution that took the form of ridicule, 
harassment, physical pain, and even death. 
Perhaps he remembered the words of Jesus 
in Matt. 5:11-12. Those who remained true to 
Jesus even in the face of suffering and 
ridicule would know a happiness that was 
beyond the world’s understanding (vv.13-14).

thusiastic man, a village chief and 
pastor of his village church in 
Malawi, Africa. He and his 
beautiful and friendly wife invited 
missionaries Bill and Blanche 
Wester, Bess and me to their 
home. This was an interesting and 
enriching experience.

"Before Chief Malikebu became 
a Christian, he was a prosperous 
commercial fisherman with a good 
and beautiful wife, several 
children and high status in his 
village, but he did not have peace 
in his heart.

"He began to observe the 
changes taking place among his 
people since the Westers had 
begun work in his village. In fur
ther search for peace, he began to 
attend worship services in which 
he found encouragement.

"Being encouraged he enrolled 
in a simple correspondence Bible 
course from our Bible school. He 
continued to observe carefully the 
missionaries, to hear Bill Wester 
preach, and to earnestly do the 
Bible lessons. All during this time, 
the Holy Spirit was convicting him 
of his sins.

"He repented of his sins, trusted 
Jesus as his Savior, and found

We welcome your inquiries and 
questions concerning the work of 
Tennessee Baptists around the 
world.

Orvind M. Dangeau, Director 
Department of Cooperative 
Program and Stewardship 

Promotion
Tennessee Baptist Convention 

P.O. Box 347 
Brentwood, TN 37027

Christ’s followers would find that for every 
need and difficulty there was a corresponding 
adequate grace. Therefore, the Christian was 
to remain faithful to the Lord at all costs 
(vv.15-16).

South Carolina receives
Annuity Board worker

DALLAS, Texas—T. Earl Vaughn Sr., 
former pastor of State Street Baptist Church 
in Cayce, S.C., has assumed duties as 
Southern Baptist Convention Annuity Board 
representative for the South Carolina Baptist 
Convention.

Vaughn, pastor of the State Street church 
since 1965, joined the Convention’s general 
board staff effective Jan. 15.

His primary responsibilities relate to annui
ty and insurance programs administered by 
the Dallas-based Annuity Board.

Vaughn will serve as associate in the office 
of Charles H. Rabon, consultant on church- 
minister-denomination relationships, in ad
dition to annuity responsibilities.

peace. He is now a dedicated, 
wise, and trusted leader among 
Baptists, and a successful fisher
man of men.

"Chief Malikebu says that he is a 
Christian because of the Bible 
course and because the mis
sionaries practiced what they 
preached/'

Multiply this a thousand times or 
more, and you become aware that 
the gospel is being preached to all 
peoples of the earth through the 
Cooperative Program.

Many Tennessee Baptists are not 
aware of the diversity of methods 
of proclaiming the gospel being us
ed by our missionaries around the 
earth. In this photograph Nowa 
Phiri and missionary Darrel E. 
Garner are examining vegetables 
at the Baptist Agriculture Station 
between Ncheu and Balaka, 
Malawi. The peoples of this land 
are presented the gospel of Jesus 
Christ as they are taught to grow 
food for the support of their 
families—and you are there 
through the Cooperative Program.
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Mindanao: ripe for witnessing
MANILA, Philippines (BP)— With an an

nual Christian growth of 16 to 20 percent, the 
island of Mindanao in the Philippines is one of 
the most promising areas for witness in the 
world.

And this growth seems to be getting 
stronger, according to James B. Slack, chair
man of the Phillippine Baptist Mission, the 
organization of Southern Baptist missionaries 
in the Philippines. “Opportunities are great 
among the tribal people and in the rural 
areas,” he said.

In 1969, Baptists on Mindanao reported 82 
churches, 77 preaching points and 765 bap
tisms. The most recent figures available 
show 295 churches, 711 preaching points and 
4,903 baptisms at the end of 1976.

A recent two-week crusade in Mindanao 
sponsored and directed by the Mindanao Bap
tist Convention with the cooperation of the 
Philippine Baptist mission, resulted in 7,000 
decisions made for Christ, reported Slack. A 
team of more than 80 pastors and lay people 
from the Gene Williams Evangelistic 
Association helped in the effort.

Mindanao, which has received an influx oi 
settlers since World War II, has the openness 
which characterizes pioneer areas, Slack 
pointed out. Many on the island are people 
who pulled up their roots in other parts of the 
Philippines to settle on this big southern 
island. They are among more open to forming 
new relationships and new religious ties than 
those living in the more static cities, Slack ex
plained.

This migration has thrust tribal people into 
contact with technological advancement and 
a better standard of living. More of them are 
leaving their villages to go to school. They’re 
open to learning and to the gospel. Recent 
typhoons and earthquakes also have made

HISTORICALLY
FROM THE FILES

50 YEARS AGO
Merton Avenue Baptist Church, 

Memphis, called S.P. Poag of Collier
ville as pastor to succeed E.J. Hill. Hill 
had accepted the call of the church at 
Germantown.

Members of Greenland Heights Chur
ch, Memphis disbanded their church 
and united with Bellevue Baptist 
Church also of Memphis. About 90 
members were added to the Bellevue 
Church on one day. The work was to be 
continued at Greenland Heights as a 
mission of Bellevue.

25 YEARS AGO

The first unit of a projected $500,000 
plant became a reality when members 
of Colonial Baptist Chapel, Memphis, 
moved into their new building which 
was practically erected by the 
members. The congregation began in a 
tent and trailer in August 1952 as a mis
sion of Highland Heights Baptist Chur
ch, Memphis.

First Baptist Church, Waynesboro, 
held dedicatory services for its new 
building. B.B. Powers was pastor.

10 YEARS AGO

Walnut Hill Baptist Church, Har
riman, called Tom Duff Fritts as 
pastor.

First Baptist Church, Woodland 
Mills, held open house for its new 
$27,500 pastorium. Garry Joe Hardin 
was pastor.

people more aware of their mortality and 
more interested in spiritual things.

But the multiplication of churches has 
outstripped the supply of trained pastors. Fif
ty percent of the Baptist churches in Min
danao are led by laymen. “This means we 
have a great need for emphasis on theological 
education,” Slack said. “This is also where 
the Philippine Baptist Mission’s greatest mis
sionary personnel needs are.”

As church membership doubles every three 
to five years, the literature demand grows

Volunteers, vaccine combat 
measles epidemic in Ghana

NALERIGU, Ghana (BP)—Southern Bap
tist missionaries and volunteers are in
oculating 50,060 children in nothern Ghana to 
help prevent further spread of a serious 
measles epidemic.

Thousands of children in Ghana have been 
affected. Missionary physician Frances 
Greenway reported that the pediatrics ward 
of Baptist Medical Centre in Nalerigu is full, 
and some children are sleeping on the floor. 
Some 75 to 80 percent of these cases are from 
measles.

A three-person team of Southern Baptist 
medical volunteers is utilizing a $25,000 ap
propriation from the Southern Baptist 
Foreign Mission Board’s emergency relief 
fund in a campaign designed to help the 
Ghana government in its efforts to meet the 
country’s health needs.

Measles in Africa often has much more 
serious effects on children than in the United 
States, Greenway pointed out. Even children 
in good condition who contract this particular 
strain of measles may not survive, and the 
survival rate among the malnourished is low.

Missionaries knew they couldn’t possibly 
continue the heavy patient load at the hospital 
and also go into the surrounding area for vac
cination clinics. So three volunteers from 
emergency disaster teams flew to Ghana to

FMB reviews guidelines 
for hunger, relief aid

RICHMOND, Va.(BP)-Taking a long- 
range look at ways to help solve world hunger 
and other relief problems, the Southern Bap
tist Foreign Mission Board has adopted a new 
set of guidelines for use of hunger relief funds. 
At the same time the board has sounded a 
warning that its general relief funds are 
almost depleted.

The new guidelines, call for extensive 
developmental efforts in the area of hunger 
relief, in addition to regular foods distribution 
and other kinds of emergency aid. They spell 
out ways in which the board hopes to enable 
the world’s destitute people to feed 
themselves through improved agriculture 
and increased job productivity.

“The adoption of the guidelines will ex
pedite utilization of hunger relief funds in pro
jects designed to deal with causes of hunger, 
malnutrition and proverty,” said W. Eugene 
Grubbs, the boards coordinator of hunger 
relief and disaster response.

Southern Baptists gifts for hunger relief 
have increased dramatically in the four mon
ths since the Aug. 4 World Hunger Day. 
Through November, giving for world hunger 
and relief totaled $1,563.208—almost double 
the $799,697 given in the same 11-month period 
of 1977.

The increased giving was primarily 
designated for hunger relief. Almost all of the 
general relief funds, needed to respond to 
natural disaster, have been allocated.

Winston Crawley, director of the board’s 
overseas division, noted that “we are at a 
time when Southern Baptists need to be in
formed of our needs in this area. Natural 
disasters such as floods, hurricanes and ear

heavier on the Baptist Publishing House in 
the Philippines, already producing church 
literature in five dialects and English.

With or without problems, the time for a 
Christian witness is now, Slack said. “We 
believe these opportunities we are facing are 
not permanent ones. Within 10 to 15 years the 
bulk of the tribal people will be pretty well 
woven into society, and they and those who 
have migrated, will form their own static 
communities, and the opportunity to reach 
them will wane. It’s God’s day for Min
danao.” 

assist in the work. These teams are made up 
of American medical professionals who re
main on standby status in case emergency 
health care needs arise.

Two nurses, Helen Roller of Amarillo, Tex
as, and Joyce Duncan of Poplar Bluff, Mo., 
went into the villages and surrounding areas 
with Walter M. Moore, missionary physician 
at the Nalerigu Hospital. A volunteer doctor, 
Joe Barnes of Claremore, Okla., took Moore’s 
surgical and medical load at the hospital.

Transporting the measles vaccine posed a 
problem. The highly sensitive medication 
must be kept frozen until used. Not manufac
tured in Ghana, it must be transported from 
the United States.

The drug supply company agreed to pack a 
freshly manufactured batch of measles vac
cine in dry ice to keep it frozen up to 72 hours. 
The company also held it in their storage area 
until the day before it was to be shipped to 
Ghana. This meant that it arrived in Ghana 
with 24 hours left in the ice pack—enough 
time to take it overland to the hospital for un
packing and storage there.

The board’s general relief funds, used to 
finance such projects, are virtually depleted. 
Contributions should be marked “general 
relief” which would permit any excess funds 
to be used in projects of a similar nature.

thquakes continue to take their toll, and the 
board needs general relief contributions if it 
is to continue trying to help the victims of 
such castastrophes,” Crawley said.

The newly adopted guidelines specify that 
hunger relief funds will not be used in respon
ding to natural disasters or crises except in 
supplying food, restoring facilities needed for 
food supplies or assisting with access to food 
supplies. General relief money is used to pro
vide for disaster victims’ medical, shelter 
and rebuilding needs.

But the new guidelines recognize that 
hunger relief contributions can do far more 
than provide for people’s immediate needs for 
food. They stress the importance of improved 
techniques of food production, food preserva
tion, education and training to improve wage
earning ability.

Projects should be developed for hunger 
prevention by identifying and treating 
causes, the statement points out. As an exam
ple, it suggests developing a village or area 
model by working with the local people to im
prove supply and quality of food, pure water 
supply, methods of sanitation and hygiene.

In urban areas, the board will seek to help 
break poverty cycles by providing help in ob
taining work permits for which fees must be 
paid and giving handicraft and vocational 
training in addition to feeding families and 
assisting children with clothing and educa
tion.

These kinds of projects have been done by 
the board on a small scale for the past several 
years, using general relief funds. New 
guidelines will allow for stepping up of 
development projects.
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On Matters of

Family Living
By B. David Edens

Director, Marriage and Family Program 
Stephens College, Columbia, MO 65201

Nothing simple about 
sex and gender

Whoever first shouted “Vive la dif
ference!” was doubtless unaware of the com
plex and delicate processes that culminate in 
that enjoyable difference between the sexes. 
The primary sex is neuter, it is now known, 
and even six weeks after conception, unborn 
babies’ genitalia are identical and can evolve 
in either direction. The child carries vestiges 
of the reproductive organs of the opposite sex 
througout life.

Ahead lie critical forks in the road of 
prenatal development, when the fetus either 
continues to differentiate into a girl or boy or 
events take an ambiguous turn that may 
ultimately create problems.

Even at birth, what you see is not necessari
ly what you get because the child’s mind is not 
yet differentiated sexually but awaits instruc
tion on its proper sex role, the work of Dr. 
John Money of the Johns Hopkins University 
has shown. “It’s a^irl.” announces the nurse. 
“A boy!” whispers the new mother. At this 
moment of classification, the child begins to 
receive the signals needed to enable him or 
her to grow into full gender identity and sex
ual role, a course that takes years to com
plete.

Kids learn what sex they are from two 
sources—the evidence of their own bodies 
and the way they are treated by adults and 
other jchildiren, says the eminent psycho
endocrinologist. From the constant, omnipre
sent flow of cultural ideas and expectations 
about masculinity and femininity, the child 
'selects the ones that apply and proceeds to 
master, gradually, the details of being-a-girl 
or being-a-boy.

At the same time, the youngster absorbs the 
expectations held for the opposite sex, and 
this information, a kind of “negative code,” 
remains present in the brain although it is not 
acted on. “Under conditions of impaired or 
disordered brain function, this opposite-sex 
behavior may be released-as in the ordinary 
case of transvestism,” notes Money.

Research reveals an unexpected chan
ciness in boys’ prenatal development, par
ticularly. “All human beings are undifferen
tiated (sexually) at the outset and nature’s 
first preference is to differentiate a female.” 
Money explained in a Sexual Medicine inter
view. “That’s the Eve principle. Something 
(the masculine hormone, androgen) must be 
added to make a male. That’s the Adam prin
ciple.

“When development depends on the addi
tion of something, it is easier to make a 
mistake. So nature does, in fact, make more 
mistakes in differentiating the male. At each 
point where nature fails or partly fails in the 
application of the Adam principle, then the 
sexual development reverts back to the Eve 
principle.”

It follows, therefore, that at least some 
forms of homosexuality are imposed by 
nature, Money once pointed out in the 
Philadelphia Inquirer, observing that those 
who regard homosexuality as a lifestyle 
selected “as you choose to have lobster in
stead of beef for dinner” are mistaken.

The commonly held assumption that a boy- 
is-a-boy and a girl-is-a-girl from conception 
on, is also incorrect. The prenatal path of sex
ual identity is long and twisty, and there’s 
distance to go even afterbirth.

Money, stresses, however, that the baby 
begins to get the idea of his “boyness” or her 
“girlness” very early and that his 
awareness is tightly woven into the develop
ing sense of self. The process by which the 
young child’s brain differentiates his or her 
gender identity is similar to that prenatal pro
cess that differentiated the internal sex 
organs, the specialist points out. “Neither the 
male nor the female system is totally and 
completely obliterated, but one becomes 
dominant over the other.”


