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Belmont Plaza options 
prepared for TBC

Special convention to make decision 
Thursday on building's future use

The Special Study committee, which was 
authorized by the Executive Board to bring 
options on the Belmont Plaza problems to the 
called April 5 Tennessee Baptist Convention, 
voted in a meeting last Thursday to present 
four alternatives to the messengers.

The special convention will be held at Bel
mont Heights Baptist Church, Nashville.

Bill Coles, chairman, said that the commit
tee will finalize its proposals at an April 4 
meeting. In addition to presenting these four 
options, the committee plans to bring a 
specific recommendation on one of the four 
proposals. Discussion in the committee ses
sions March 29 seem to indicate that the 
group is favoring the option to sell or to other
wise dispose of the property, according to 
Coles.

The four options which the committee will 
present in detail Thursday will be:

(1) To raise the debt ceiling of the Ten
nessee Baptist Service Corporation to 
$6.5-million, so that the TBC Executive Board 
could honor the TBSC’s request for a 
$1.5-million letter of credit and $100,000 per 
year from state convention funds:

(2) To sell or otherwise dispose of Belmont 
Plaza to a non-TBC organization;

(3) To transfer Belmont Plaza to Belmont 
College, a TBC college whose campus adjoins 
the facility;

(4) To retain the facility and operate it as a 
rental-only apartment building for senior 
adults.

The Special Study Committee, in a 12-hour 
session last Thursday, reviewed in detail 
these four proposals. Part of that time, the 
committee met with the Board of Directors of 
the Tennessee Baptist Service Corporation, 
who had developed the $5-million project.

The TBSC directors voted to ask the study 
committee to include their request for 
$1.5-million letter of credit and $100,000 per 
year as one of the options.

The study committee agreed, noting that 
the TBC Executive Board in voting to call the 
April 5 special state convention had also voted 
to recommend that the TBSC debt limit be 
raised an additional $1.5-million. The 
messengers would have to approve that 
recommendation, in order for the Executive 
Board to approve the requested letter of 
credit, since the messengers of the 1976 TBC 
had set the Service Corporation’s debt ceiling 
at $5-million.

The Service Corporation borrowed 
$5-million to construct and to finance Belmont 
Plaza.

Coles told the Baptist and Reflector that the 
committee’s four proposals will be printed 
and handed out in written form to the 
messengers when they register Thursday at 
Belmont Heights Baptist Church. Registra
tion will begin at 9:00 a.m. at the church, with 
the special called Tennessee Baptist Conven
tion scheduled to convene at 11:00 a.m. CST.

The committee chairman also stated that 
the committee will have prepared some pro
cedural recommendations for consideration, 
so that the messengers can approve steps 

necessary to implement whatever option is 
voted by the messengers.

Unless the Special Study Committee alters 
its report at Wednesday’s meeting, here are 
summaries of the four options it intends to 
present to the messengers on April 5.

GRANT TBSC’S REQUEST

During its own meeting March 29, the 
Board of Directors of Tennessee Baptist Ser
vice Corporation voted to support an earlier 
action of its executive committee to request a 
$1.5-million letter of credit and the assurance 
of $100,000 per year from the state convention 
budget. They also voted to request the Special 
Study Committee to present this option to the 
April 5 convention.

Wade Darby, TBSC executive director, told 
the study committee that the directors had 
reviewed all aspects of the Belmont Plaza 
problem and made the request “as our best 
effort and best judgment at this time.”

He said that the letter of credit and annual 
convention budget allocation would rectify 
two problems: (1) the lawyer’s mistakes 
which prohibited any operating funds=from 
the bond sale or from interest earned from the 
bonds, and (2) the mistake of not providing 
health care in Belmont Plaza.

If the letter of credit is authorized and 
allocations provided, Darby said that the 
TBSC has been assured by the bond issuer, 
J.C. Bradford and Company, that the legal 
'documents would be rewritten to free $457,000 
in interest earned on the bond fund escrow 
and to delay the building up of the bond 
reserve fund. This would provide operating 
capital, so that Belmont Plaza could serve its 
original purpose, he added.

Darby said that the letter of credit would 
give the bond holders the assurance of Ten
nessee Baptist Convention support. He does 
not feel that the TBSC would ever need to bor
row that much, and that indebtedness would 
probably never exceed $400,000.

The TBSC would add immediately six 
health care units by converting six apart- 

(Continued on page 2)

Oldest Southern Baptist church member, 
Minnie Tucker, dies at 120 in Alaska

FAIRBANKS, Alaska (BP)—“Grandma” Minnie Tucker, who was about 107 when 
she was baptized, died March 6 at about the age of 120.

Mrs. Tucker, believed to be Alaska’s oldest resident, was born at Rocky Point, an 
Eskimo community on the Seward Peninsula east of Nome. When she obtained her Social 
Security card, she listed her birthdate as Aug. 12,1866, which would have made her 113 at 
her death.

But her daughter, Edna Wilder of Fairbanks, who says no accurate records of her 
mother’s birth exist, believes she was about seven years older than that.

Mrs. Tucker, who married Arthur S. Tucker of Bluff, Alaska, in 1910 and was wi
dowed in 1942, made a public profession of faith under the ministry of John and Lillian 
Isaacs at about the age of 100 at Friendship Baptist Mission in Fairbanks. She was bap
tized seven years later.

Mrs. Wilder says her mother remembered hearing as a child that the United States 
had purchased Alaska from Russia, but that she did not see a white man until she was 
about 10.

DECISION—The future use of Belmont Plaza will be decided Thursday by 
messengers to a special called session of the Tennessee Baptist Convention. 
Financial problems have delayed its use as a residence for senior adults.

Israel, Egypt treaty
praised by

By Elizabeth Smith
JERUSALEM (BP) - “Hatima pova,” 

which means “good signing,” is a special 
phrase among Jews, usually heard only at 
Yom Kippur when they greet each other on 
the day of repentance and atonement with the 
words, “may you be well inscribed in the 
Book of Life.”

But “hatima pova,” on walls and banners, 
dominated every view of the television studio 
in Jerusalem that broadcast the March 26 
signing of the peace agreement between 
Israel and Egypt.

This expression is a true reflection of the 
special atmosphere prevailing in Israel at 
this time. The solemnity of the occasion, when 
one remembers the trials and problems of the 
past, is mixed with joy and hope for a new 
lease on a better life ahead. Baptists here 
joined families and neighbors in front of 
television sets to watch the historic event, 
which began around 9 p.m. Jerusalem time.

One little kindergarten child insisted on 
staying up, too. He wanted to obey his teacher 
who had said that everyone in Israel, young

Baptists
and old, should witness the Arab and Jew sit
ting together at the peace table.

In every home, excitement and optimism 
were mixed with caution and realism. Ex
pressions of “amen” and “may the Lord so 
will” were often repeated.

A group of senior students in the Nazareth 
Baptist High School were gathered at Baptist 
Village for a three-day emphasis on spoken 
English. These Arab students used the 
speeches of Anwar Sadat, Menachem Begin, 
and Jimmy Carter as part of their regular 
lessons. Later, they joined in spontaneous 
prayer for the three leaders.

Dale G. Thorne, administrator of the Bap
tist mission, said he is “gratified over the 
treaty and is realistically optimistic.” 
However, he believes “there is a long way to 
go before real peace is achieved.”

A number of Baptists spoke with concern 
about the hotheads or fanatics on both sides 
who would harm the peace initiative. The day 
after the signing, Southern Baptist Foreign 
Mission Board representative Thomas C. 
Nabors opened the Baptist bookstore in East 
Jerusalem at the regular time. Along with 
other shopkeepers in the area, he hopes that 
quiet will prevail again after disturbances 
and demonstrations by radical groups which 
caused early closing March 26.

“Until the idea of peace invades every 
aspect of our lives, there will be difficulties,” 
one Baptist said.

Foreign Mission Board representative 
Margaret Lindsey, who has been in Israel for 
35 years, said the signing reminded her of the 
same hope she felt in 1948 in the first days of 
the state of Israel. “We can be happy that 
something is on the way,” she said. 
“However, we must not stop praying. There is 
room for concern that this peace treaty will 
be just a paper thing.”

Arab pastor Edward Souti, of Acre, feels 
that if there can be physical peace then “we 
can start talking about the real meaning of 
peace—the spiritual meaning as found in the

(Continued on page 2)
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(Continued from page 1) 
ments for this purpose. Although no formal 
bid has been received, Darby estimates that 
this remodeling could cost between $60,000 
and $75,000. Six other health care units would 
be converted later.

The TBSC executive director said that the 
congregate care concept of Belmont Plaza is 
“ahead of the times,” by providing a better 
choice for senior adults than having to go to a 
nursing home. He said that the facility would 
offer food service, a nurse on duty, activities, 
and the opportunity to audit courses at nearby 
Belmont College.

Darby also reported to the study committee 
that the TBSC board is studying the possibili
ty of raising the founders fees slightly and 
reducing the monthly service fees.

The present founders fees range from 
$20,000 to $37,500, which Darby says is 
necessary to fund the bond payments and pro
vide a reserve fund to pay off a $1,555,000 
"balloon” payment due in 2004 A.D.

SELL TO OUTSIDE GROUP

Coles told the Special Study Committee on 
March 29 that he is in contact with fourx 
organizations who have expressed definite in
terest in taking over the project.

However, as of last Thursday’s meeting, 
only one of these organizations has presented 
a detailed proposal. The others would be fina
lized by the April 5 convention, Coles hopes.

On March 23 the committee heard a pro
posal from a Nashville-based organization 
which specializes in setting up and operating 
such facilities for profit. The organization 
would arrange for a government bond pro
gram which would guarantee the payments of 
the present bond issue, if the present bonds 
cannot be recalled.

The organization would seek to receive ap
proval from the U.S. Department of Housing 
and Urban Development to provide HUD sub
sidies for residents who could not afford the 
proposed rents of $485 to $525 per month.

If these two federal government plans can 
be worked out, all of the $5-million bond in
debtedness of Belmont Plaza would be 
covered. However, the state convention would 
have to continue to make the payments into 
the bond sinking fund ($36,000 per month) un
til the deal is completed.

The organization proposes to reimburse the 
state convention for these bond fund 
payments (from the contract date to the clos
ing date) over a five-year period from profits 
at the facility.

The drawback in this option is reported to 
be that the proposal would not become a reali
ty, unless HUD approves rent subsidies for 
renters. The representative from the 
organization indicated to the study committee 
that he has “verbal” approval from HUD, but 
the government agency does not give its for
mal approval for such projects until all 
aspects of the proposal have been analyzed. 
This could take six to eight months.

Coles also told the committee that another 
Nashville group has tentatively offered to pay 
the state convention $4,000,000 for Belmont 
Plaza. The TBC would have to pick up the 
$l-million short-fall, if their offer was ac
cepted.

BELMONT COLLEGE TRANSFER

Last Thursday the trustees of Belmont 
College, Nashville, met and voted 30 to 1 to 
present a formal proposal to the Tennessee 
Baptist Convention that the Baptist college 
assume the property and a portion of the 
liability of Belmont Plaza.

Under the trustees’ proposal, the present 
financial arrangements of the bond issue 
would be continued, with Belmont College 
paying 60 percent of the sinking fund 
payments and the TBC 40 percent. This 60-40 
arrangement would also extend to the 
$1,555,000 “balloon” payment which is due in 
A.D. 2004.

The proposal is conditioned on the change of 
zoning, and on the rewriting of the present 
bond indenture, so that the $457,000 in bond 
escrow interest could be used to pay into the 

bond sinking fund, also on the 60-40 percent 
split. The trustees are asking that the TBC 
finance the restructure of the bond issues, 
which would probably cost between $30,000 to 
$50,000.

The advantages of transferring Belmont 
Plaza to Belmont College are said to be (1) 
give control over who are the college’s 
“neighbors”; (2) any money lost would-be 
“lost to ourselves”; (3) the building would 
provide needed office and cafeteria space; 
and (4) a building of this type would cost more 
to construct later.

Disadvantages are said to be (1) it is not the 
kind of building the college would have built; 
(2) since it was not built for the college’s use, 
remodeling would be necessary; (3) the 
building is located on the edge of the property, 
rather than in the center; (4) the TBC would 
pay at least $2-million; possibly more through 
compounded interest; and (5) this option 
would probably require more Cooperative 
Program funds than other options.

College officials have also asked for some 
assurance that if their proposal is accepted 
that this will not affect the present or future 
giving of the TBC to the college.

KEEP AND OPERATE

The Special Study Committee is also con
sidering a proposal that the state convention 
keep Belmont Plaza and operate it as it was 
intended as a residence for senior adults—but 
under a different format.

Under this proposal, Belmont Plaza 
residents would only pay a monthly rent, 
which would be between $300 and $400 per 
month for most of the units.

Instead of a founders fee of $20,000 to 
$37,500, they would only pay an “entrance 
fee” equal to one-month’s rent. Utilities 
would be paid by the facility, but food service 
would be optional to residents at $5 per day 
for two meals. Medical service would be 
available and charged to the residents when 
used.

The facility would be operated under a con
tract with a professional management firm.

In order to operate Belmont Plaza under 
this plan, the state convention would provide 
$150,000 per year for up to five years from the 
convention’s Cooperative Program budget. 
The facility would also need to receive 
whatever remains of the $180,000 in emergen
cy funds authorized by the TBC Executive 
Board on Feb. 22.

It was noted that at some point in the future, 
the facility could revert to the present plan of 
“selling” the apartments to the residents.

The Special Study Committee was autho
rized by the TBC Executive Board on Feb. 22 
“to explore all possibilities dealing with the 
problems of Belmont Plaza and bring these to 
the convention.”

Gerald Stow, board president, named these 
to the study committee: Bill Coles, Nashville, 
chairman; James Austin, Rogersville; Paul 
Durham, Nashville; Ed Harris, Knoxville; 
Frank Ingraham, Franklin; Paul Shell, Mem
phis; and Paul Williams, Jackson. Stow and 
TBC president W. Fred Kendall II, Union 
City, are ex officio members of the commit
tee.

Rowland takes post 
at Maryville church

A.J. Rowland, pastor of East Sunnyview 
Baptist Church in Knoxville for two years, 
has accepted the call as pastor of Piney Grove 
Baptist Church in Maryville. He is already on 
the field.

Prior to his service at Sunnyview, he was 
pastor of Beech Grove Baptist Church, Jones 
Chapel Baptist Church, and Bethel Baptist 
Church, all in Knoxville; Midway Baptist 
Church in Maryville, and a church in Mobile, 
Ala.

While he was at Jones Chapel, the church 
built complete new facilities.

A native of Blount County, Tenn., he at
tended classes at the University of Tennessee 
at Krioxville.

Royal Ambassadors prepare 
for 25th annual congress

The theme of “Courage to Stand” will 
highlight the 25th annual Royal Ambassador 
Congress which will meet April 13-14 at Cen
tral Baptist Church of Bearden in Knoxville.

The two-day con
ference for boys in 
grades one through 12 
will feature a mission 
fair spectacular, 
displays from various 
institutions within the 
convention, RA pro
jects, pinewood derby, 
campcraft rodeo, RA 
Speak Out, and the 
congress officers elec
tion.

Charles Redmond Jr., pastor of First Bap
tist Church in Lenior City, will speak to the 
boys on Saturday. Redmond has served the 
Lenoir City church since November 1972. 
Prior to that, he was assistant pastor of the 
Travis Avenue Baptist Church in Fort Worth, 
Tex. In 1978, he was a speaker for the Ten
nessee Baptist Convention at Woodmont Bap
tist Church in Nashville.

Kenny Rains, state RA director, said that 
the purpose of this year’s congress is to 
spotlight all areas of mission work. Areas of 
interest will include, in foreign missions, 
Israel, Kenya, Chile, Gaza, Spain, and Italy. 
In home missions, interest points will be of
fered in mountain and rural missions, 
disaster relief, volunteer work, summer 
work, Baptist Student Union, and missions to 
the Cherokees.

In Tennessee work, the boys will have the 
opportunity to learn of work with ministries to 
the deaf, resort missions, state missions, and 
home missions.

Also speaking to the group will be Alan Dun
can, place kicker for the University of Ten
nessee football team. The son of Southern 
Baptist missionary Marshall Duncan, the 
younger Duncan tallied 65 points to lead Ten
nessee’s scoring in 1978. He also kicked 13 
field.goals, breaking the Volunteer record for 
field goals in a season. Duncan is majoring in 
agriculture and hopes to become an 
agricultural missionary in Africa, where his 
parents are serving cOrrently.

Special music will be brought by Rhonda 
Etheredge, deaf student at Harrison-

Fleming accepts 
West Knoxville

Eugene Fleming, pastor of First Baptist 
Church of Franklin, Ky., has accepted the 
pastorate of West Knoxville Baptist Church in 
Knoxville. He is returning to Tennessee after 
a 10-year absence.

Before accepting the Kentucky pastorate, 
Fleming led congrega
tions in Cross Plains, 
Portland, and Fay
etteville, Tenn. He is a 
graduate of Mississip
pi College in Clinton, 
Miss.; New Orleans 
Baptist Theological 
Seminary, New 
Orleans, La.; and 
Luther Rice Seminary 
in Jacksonville, Fla.

Active denomina
tionally, he was on the Executive Boards of 
the Tennessee and Kentucky Baptist Conven
tions, the missions committee, TBC; and is 
presently serving as commissioner of the 
Stewardship Commission of the SBC as well 
as a trustee for the Southern Baptist Founda
tion. He has served on the Board of Trustees 
for Belmont College in Nashville, and as an 
associational moderator in Mississippi, Ten
nessee, and Kentucky. k

He will assume his new post on Thursday, 
April 12. -

Duncan
Chilhowee Baptist Academy, Seymour. Also 
bringing special music will be Dale Schneit- 
man, punter for the UT football team.

The session will begin with registration on 
Friday at 8:30 a.m. EST. Other sessions will 
convene at 1:15 p.m. and 7 p.m. on Friday and 
7 a.m. on Saturday.

India Baptists approve 
goals for evangelism

BANGALORE, India—Evangelizing the 
30-million people in the area is one goal set 
recently by the Karnataka Baptist Sabhegala 
Samaikya, a fellowship of Baptist churches in 
the state of Karnataka, India.

During the same meeting, the fellowship’s 
executive committee proposed other short
term and long-term goals including self- 
support and indigenization, according to 
Rebekah A. Naylor, Southern Baptist mis
sionary press representative.

Indonese Baptists name 
first home missionary

JAKARTA, Indonesia—The Jakarta-Bogor 
“Wilayah” recently became the first area 
division of the Association of Indonesian Bap
tist Churches to appoint and-send out a home 
missionary. Mr. and Mrs. David Chris 
Sukamto will work in North Lampung, on the 
southern tip of the island of Sumatra.

Although the association and churches have 
supported home missionaries before, this is 
the first time an_area division has accepted 
the responsibility, reports George R. Trotter, 
Southern Baptist missionary press represen
tative in Indonesia.

Treaty praised...
(Continued from page 1)

Hebrew word ‘shalem’ (whole) which is the 
root for the word ‘shalom’ (peace).”

Ibrahim Sim’an, a Baptist layleader in 
Haifa, believes the hardest part lies 
ahead—“the task of educating for peace in
stead of war.” He advocates beginning this 
educational process in the homes, schools, 
camps, and community clubs. “Turning 
enemies and rivals into friends and partners 
is the first priority of the day,” he em
phasized.

After the signing ceremony in Washington, 
public celebration began all over Israel. 
Thousands of Israelis joined in singing and 
dancing in colorfully decorated squares and 
enjoyed open-air performances by famous 
entertainers.

Greetings of “hatima pova” are still heard 
coming from their lips. There is hope that this 
message will sink into hearts as the nation 
goes forward in the pursuit of peace and a 
better life ahead.
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1978 hunger receipts 
establish SBC record

RICHMOND, Va. (BP)—Southern Baptists, 
in an “outstanding response to world hunger 
needs,” have now provided their Foreign Mis
sion Board with the opportunity to deal with 
the issue on a much broader scale.

John R. Cheyne, associate consultant of 
relief ministries, said the record giving to 
relief ministries in 1978, plus new hunger fund 
utilization guidelines approved in December 
1978, present the opportunity for dealing not 
only with crisis hunger but with chronic 
hunger.

Southern Baptists gave a record 
$1.74-million for relief ministries in 1978. Of 
the total, $1.55-million was designated by the 
donors for hunger and relief and only $194,469 
for world relief. More than $l-million of the 
contributions was received during the last 
four months of the year following World 
Hunger Day and a convention-wide Convoca
tion on World Hunger. The previous record 
was $1.67-million in 1976.

“In response to the challenge, extensive 
programs are now being planned or have 
already been initiated which will enable mis
sionaries to work with local people in plann
ing long-range development,” Cheyne said.

The Southern Baptist Foreign Mission 
Board had appropriated more than $843,000 of 
the year’s giving by the end of 1978. In the 
first three months of 1979 the board ap
propriated another $400,000 to hunger pro
jects and $126,000 to relief work. The record 
giving has continued in early 1979 with a total 
of $278,214 being received in th^ first two 
months.

The strong upsurge in world hunger giving 
in recent months, resulting in a current 
balance of about $1.4-million in this fund, has 
allowed the board to move ahead with some 
major projects which previously were ruled 
out because of cost.

Among those are several dams for irriga
tion of wide areas of chronic drought such as 
in Upper Volta and parts of Brazil. Several of 
these projects could conceivably involve

HMB shifts staff, 
names 26 workers

ATLANTA (BP)—James Nelson has been 
named director of the division of associa- 
tional missions at the Southern Baptist Home 
Mission Board.

Nelson, a member of the Home Mission 
Board staff for five years, was one of three 
persons elected to the staff during the board’s 
spring meeting. Directors also appointed five 
missionaries and nine US-2 missionaries and 
approved 12 mission pastors for church 
pastoral aid, a salary supplement from the 
board’s church extension department to allow 
a new mission congregation to have a fulltime 
pastor who will lead them to self-support.

Directors named Royce C. Williams, a 
retired U.S. Army colonel, as administrative 
assistant in the chaplaincy division, and 
Howard H. Ramsey, as director of witness 
training in the department of personal 
evangelism.

Nelson replaces Loyd Corder, who resigned 
as division director last July to accept a post 
as assistant to the director of the missions 
section. He will oversee work of the division, 
which includes the departments of associa- 
tional administration services, rural-urban 
and metropolitan missions.

Nelson has served as director of the depart
ment of rural-urban missions since 1975. 
Previously, he was director of missions 
ministries for the Baptist Convention of New 
Mexico, and home missionary on the Navajo 
Reservation in New Mexico. The graduate of 
Samford University and New Orleans Baptist 
Theological Seminary has also been a pastor 
in Alabama, Mississippi, and the Canal Zone. 

more than a half million dollars each.
Other hunger and relief projects planned in

clude food production assistance, food preser
vation by construction of grain silos, nutri
tional assistance and training, children’s and 
well-baby clinic, and family planning centers.

Even though both hunger and relief funds 
are administered through the relief 
ministries office, the two types of contribu
tions are kept separately. The board uses 
them to best advantage while honoring the 
designation of the donor.

This has presented another challenge in 
relief ministries planning—the depletion of 
funds available for general relief work.

Relief funds in 1978 were used up as quickly 
as they were made available. In early 1979 the 
relief funds were virtually depleted with only 
a little over $6,000 left. When a major flood hit 
Brazil, calling for about $300,000 in aid, the 
relief fund total had barely reached $20,000.

Some money was reallocated from other 
relief projects to help meet the Brazil 
emergency. But these funds will have to be 
replaced for the other projects to continue. To 
date, the board has provided $285,000 to aid in 
the Brazil emergency.

Although the board had the hunger funds 
needed to aid the Brazil flood victims with 
food, it is still short on relief funds. Less than 
$3,000 remained in undesignated general 
relief funds at the time of the March board 
meeting.

Mrs. John McCall dies, 
1978 Mother of Year

MEMPHIS (BP) — Mrs. Ellen Edens 
McCall, the 1978 America Mother of the Year, 
died at Baptist Memorial Hospital in Mem
phis March 23 after an extended bout with 
cancer.

The 57-year-old Southern Baptist church 
and civic leader, wife of John W. McCall, 
Memphis physician, was buried in Memorial 
Park.

Mrs. McCall was the sister of David Edens, 
noted Christian counselor of Colombia, Mo.; 
daughter-in-law of the late Judge John 
McCall, long time chairman of the Southern 
Baptist Brotherhood Commission; and sister- 
in-law of Duke McCall, president of the 
Southern Baptist Theological Seminary.

History repeats: donors contribute 
wedding rings for mission causes

NASHVILLE (BP)—Fifteen months ago, a dying, 91-year-old woman touched the 
hearts of Southern Baptists when she gave her diamond solitaire engagement ring to be 
sold and the money given “to some young woman preparing for mission work.”

The Southern Baptist Home Mission Board received the ring. Staff members bought 
it and gave it to the board as a permanent display of sacrifice to missions.

Now, the SBC Foreign Mission Board and the Georgia Baptist Convention are 
recipients of similar anonymous sacrifices.

At the Foreign Mission Board, a gold ring 
set with 12 single-cut diamonds arrived in an 
envelope wrapped in an ordinary paper towel. 
With it, a nfote: “Use this for foreign missions 
only. God Bless.”

There was no name, no address, no city. 
There wasn’t even a legible postmark, leav
ing the gift completely anonymous. The hand
writing had a feminine flair and was probably 
that of an older woman.

Two stunning diamond rings came to The 
Christian Index, Georgia Baptist newspaper, 
from a donor who signed herself, “Born 
Again.”

A note in the package told the editor, Jack 
Harwell, to sell the rings and give the money 
to “whatever person or program the Lord 
leads you to.”

The rings were appraised and sold and the
money put in the endowment fund of The Christian Index, where its board felt the money 
would “undergird everything The Christian Index does to support Christian missions in 
Georgia and elsewhere,” according to a story in the Index.

HULL OF AUDITORIUM—The inside of the auditorium at Fellowship Baptist Church 
near Mt. Juliet shows damage done by an arsonist who set fire to the church last 
week. Between $50-$75,000 in damage was done to the 150-year-old church.

150-year-old church burns, 
arson determined as cause

After an arsonist set fire to the 150-year-old 
Fellowship Baptist Church near Mt. Juliet 
early last month, he found later that his ef
forts had failed. The diesel fuel which he 
poured over the carpet and then set afire 
burned itself out after he left. Only a small 
amount of damage was done.

Last week, he or someone else went to the 
church and started another fire. The results 
of his efforts are between $50-$75,000 done in 
damage, the destruction of an auditorium 
which was completely remodeled 18 months 
ago, and the demolishing of part of a history 
of people who ministered in Rutherford 
County for the past 150 years.

Destroyed in the blaze, which was 
discovered March 27 at about 9:30 p.m., were 
pews, pulpit furniture, an organ, and choir 
chairs. In addition to the furniture, two 
original paintings which hung in the sanc
tuary were burned. One, an eight ft. by six ft. 
mural, hung behind the baptistry. Neither 
painting can be restored. Smoke damage was 
seen throughout the rest of the church.

“The sanctuary is now just a hull,” said 
Pastor Porter Floyd. “I cannot understand 
why someone would want to do this.”

The fire call was answered by departments 
from Lavergne, Smyrna, and Murfreeboro 
Civil Defense. It was determined that some

j

one had broken into the building and drenched 
the carpets and much of the furniture with 
kerosene. In the earlier March effort the ar
sonist had broken in the same place.

According to Tom Johnson, the church’s 
treasurer, the congregation will meet in the 
adjoining fellowship hall until the sanctuary 
can be restored.

No arrests have been made in the case, but 
the State Fire Marshall’s Office is conducting 
an investigation. Jerry Henderson, Ruther
ford County Sheriff’s Department, said that it 
would appear that both fires were set by the 
same person or persons. He explained to Bap- 
tist and Reflector that a stack of hymn books 
had been drenched in the oil and then set 
afire. The arsonists also drenched the organ 
with kerosene.

Heart attack takes
Boma pastor's life

Robert Markham, pastor of New Home 
Baptist Church of Boma, Baxter, for the past 
11 years, died March 26 of an apparent heart 
attack. He was 62.

Markham had suffered a massive heart 
attack in January and had been in the hospital 
for about six weeks. He had returned home 
approximately two weeks ago, but had been 
allowed no visitors or phone calls.

In addition to the Boma pastorate near 
Baxter, Markham led Westel Baptist Church 
in Crossville and West View Baptist Church in 
his hometown of Rogersville. He also served 
churches in Florida.

Funeral services were held from the New 
Home church on March 29 with Charles 
Anderson and Bennie Creel officiating. Burial 
was in the church’s cemetery.

Markham had served on the missions 
committee for Stone Association and had 
been active in support of the Baptist Student 
Union program at Tennessee Tech University 
in Cookeville.

He is survived by two sons: Larry 
Markham, Baxter, and James Roberts, 
Dallas, Tex.; three daughters Mrs. Julia 
Mayhew, Baxter, Mrs. Geneva Thompson 
and Mrs. Lois Jean Hodge, both of Orlando, 
Fla. He had been a widower since 1977.

Filipano group sends
Viet Bible to Poland

MANILA, Philippines—The United Bible 
Society in Manila, Philippines, recently 
received a request from Poland for a Viet
namese Bible. The society’s office represen
tative, W. James Moorhead, a former 
Southern Baptist missionary, had helped In
ternational Baptist Church, Manila, obtain 
some Vietnamese Bibles for their refugee 
work, and one of the Bibles has been sent to 
Poland.



Page 4 Baptist and Reflector April 4, 1979

EDITORIAL

The issue at Thursday’s convention
What is the real issue to be faced on Thursday?
This question is generally asked by those who are 

either wondering what kind of action can be taken by 
the messengers that could immediately settle the Bel
mont Plaza problems or if motions on any other sub
ject would be allowed.

The state convention was called by the Executive 
Board “for the express purpose of dealing with the 
present problems of Belmont Plaza.” Under our TBC 
Constitution, that is the ONLY issue which can be 
discussed and decided at this week’s session.

Obviously, there are other motions which the 
messengers might want to present—some we have 
heard about which could be related to Belmont Plaza 
in a general sense. Let’s remember that any ruling or 
clarification of the presiding officer is NOT an at
tempt to squelch any issue—but to make sure that any 
action taken by the messengers is legal and proper.

The next question might be, “What are the ‘pre
sent problems of Belmont Plaza’?”

Simply stated, it is that the Tennessee Baptist 
Service Corporation has completed the construction 
of a 123-unit senior adult facility in Nashville. The 
facility is ready for occupancy. However, it has been 
discovered in recent months by the TBSC that no 
operating funds are available.

Although the Executive Board’s vote to call a 
special convention was indeed historic, the most 
significant motion passed on Feb. 22 was the creation 
of a Special Study Committee to explore and to bring 
possible solutions to the Belmont Plaza plight.

Operating under tremendous time pressure and 
facing a critical situation, this outstanding committee 
has approached their task with a commitment which 
should not go unnoticed. Your editor has been in 
Southern Baptist organizational life for 24 years, and 
I have never seen a committee work as hard with 
prayerful sincerity as have these nine Tennessee Bap
tists. This is not our attempt to “whitewash” the com
mittee’s proposals or recommendation (which is un
finished at this writing), but to urge the messengers 
to let the committee completely present its proposals 
and answer questions about these proposals, before 
we begin dealing with other.motions.

The options provide a wide choice—and probably 
include the essence of nearly any plan which could be 
proposed.

Of course, one option is to extend the $1.5-million 
credit and additional regular funds to the Service Cor
poration so that Belmont Plaza can be operated as 
planned. From the comments we have heard, this 
presents a real problem for many Tennessee Bap
tists. They say they understood from the inception of 
the TBSC that no Cooperative Program funds would 
be used for construction of facilities—or even for 
operation expense.

Obviously, except for our TBC hospitals, all of our 
institutions and agencies do receive money from the 
state convention budget. Earlier, such funds did go to 
these hospitals.

The question is, “Are we now ready to forget what 
we understood (or misunderstood) and make the con
struction and operation of such facilities for senior 
adults a part of our Cooperative Program ministry?”

A second option as presented would be to dispose 
of the property to some non-TBC organization. This 
proposal contains so many variables, that it would be 
difficult and unwise for Thursday’s convention to get 
too specific on terms of such disposition. If the 
messengers should chose to go this route, it would 
seem best to designate the Service Corporation, the 
Executive Board, or some other standing or ap
pointed committee to seek out and negotiate the best 
deal possible.

The transfer to Belmont College has a certain ap
peal, since it would keep the facility in Baptist hands. 
Although the college trustees have proposed a 
transfer with the college paying 60 percent of the in

debtedness, it should be noted that ALL payments 
(whether from TBC budget or from Belmont College) 
are from Baptist money. Some have expressed con
cern that this transfer will cause other Baptist institu
tions to expect some compensation, because of the 
assistance to Belmont College.

The fourth option which is to be considered in
volves operating Belmont Plaza as a rental-only 
facility. This propsal would remove the “wealthy 
only” tag that Belmont Plaza has received. This op
tion looks good on paper—but so did the original con
cept for Belmont Plaza.

Regardless of whatever the messengers consider 
and approve on Thursday, we must not overeact in 
two areas: (1) to handicap or to dissolve a ministry to 
senior adults, and (2) to violate our time-proven Bap
tist polity.

In Baptist life, the convention in session elects 
trustees or directors of its institutions and agencies. 
These trustees are responsible to the convention for 
carrying out the operation of these agencies under the 
provision of the charter and program statement ap
proved by the convention in session.

Belmont Plaza has been planned, built, and is 
leased to the Tennessee Baptist Service Corporation, 
which is in reality a Board of Directors of 18 of Ten
nessee Baptist church members from throughout the 
state who were elected by the convention. Therefore, 
any action taken by the April 5 convention would be 
directed to the Service Corporation—unless the 
messengers voted otherwise.

The convention can “instruct” a Baptist institu
tion what it should do, but under Baptist polity the 
directors or trustees have the power and authority to 
do what they believe is best. Of course, these direc
tors must realize their relationship to the convention 
who elected them. Any board or committee is offici
ally responsible to the group which elected it.

This is a good system. Let’s make sure we don’t 
destroy this procedure in the heat of a critical situa
tion.

Let’s gather at Belmont Heights Baptist Church 
on Thursday with a prayer in our hearts that God will 
direct us—individually and colleqtively—to what is 
the best solution according to His Will. If we are open 
to His leading, certainly He will guide us in such a 
manner that a unifying victory can come from a 
critical situation. In fact, quite often our greatest 
spiritual growth and commitments come as a result 
of facing crises when we must depend on God because 
human wisdom is insufficent.
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Cicero’s 
comment

By the editor
Called state conventions are extremely 

rare in Southern Baptist life. A case in point is 
that our Thursday special session of the Ten
nessee Baptist Convention is only the second 
in the convention’s history—and the first 
since 1874. A called TBC was held when our 
state convention was' only four months old, in 
August 1874, to establish a college for the new 
convention.

Although such meetings are rarely held, I 
have the honor—or curse—to be involved in 
my second one.

Shortly before I came as editor of the 
Baptist and Reflector on Nov. 1, 1976, the 
State Convention of Baptists in Indiana held a 
called special session on Sept. 11, 1976.

The issue in Indiana was the authorizing of 
a capital funds campaign to raise $l-million 
for the development of the state Baptist 
assembly, Highland Lakes Baptist Center. 
The messengers came in record numbers, 
and defeated the proposal by an overwhelm
ing 73 percent.

Frankly, I don’t like special called conven
tions. I do recognize that these are 
necessary—and should be held—when an 
emergency arises of such magnitude that it 
cannot be delayed until November.

At normal state conventions, there are 
many issues—many of which are often un
expected, since any messenger can present 
any motion or resolution he desires. You can 
be more tolerant of another messenger who 
disagrees with one issue, because that 
messenger may agree with you on everything 
else presented.

If there is only one pre-announced issue, 
there are no surprises. In fact, weeks are 
often spent by some of those planning to at
tend in formulating speeches or motions—and 
even predetermining how they will vote.

No one comes to special conventions for 
fellowship, which is a vital aspect of regular 
conventions. There are no alumni meetings 
—at which you can hope to recognize former 
classmates whose physical appearance has 
been altered by decreasing hair and increas
ing waist measurements.

There is no exhibit area, where pastors can 
slip out of a dull session to discuss with their 
fellow pastors such items as revival dates, 
pulpit supplies, vacation plans, and even 
vacant pulpits in other parts of the state.

At regular conventions, there is the Baptist 
Book Store in the exhibit area for messengers 
and visitors to find new resources—and even 
some old ones on the bargain table.

There are no booths from various Baptist 
organizations at which to fill your pockets 
with candies and apples—along with a hand
ful of promotional literature.

And there is no or little inspiration through 
sermons and music which are such an impor
tant part of any Baptist gathering.

However, special conventions are called for 
only one issue—which is, of course, a crisis 
without an easy answer.

Because that issue is well-known and 
publicized, the lines are drawn rather heavi
ly. There is little room for compromise, so 
messengers tend to remember what others 
say or how they vote—meaning that they 
agree with you 100 percent, or they are 
“enemies.”

And, unfortunately, these impressions are 
remembered for years to come and tend to 
raise suspicions of motives on unrelated 
issues in later years.

I would hope that I am wrong. Perhaps, the 
maturity of the many messengers expected at 
Belmont Heights Baptist Church this Thurs
day will be able to deal with a critical issue in 
a loving, unemotional manner, so that Ten
nessee Baptists will leave united—rather than 
fragmented.
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No unsigned letters will be printed, but writer’s name will be withheld for 
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SBC agency warns of danger 
in constitutional convention

Prayer for convenf/on
Dear editor:

May I offer this special prayer for the 
called meeting of Tennessee Baptists on April 
5:

“Our dear Heavenly Father, we praise You 
for who You are and are grateful for what You 
do. We need Your help now—as the eyes of all 
Tennessee are upon us and as we come to this 
time of discussion and decision concerning 
Belmont Plaza. May we come not with in
dignation over past mistakes, nor with trying 
to ‘put the blame’ on anyone—for that can 
only hurt all the Christian ministry of Ten
nessee Baptists. But, may we come with a 
true desire to work together in a loving, 
Christ-like manner to make the decisions You 
would have us make.

“Our Father, we are grateful for the com
mittee that has worked so diligently to find 
and present several options that can be con
sidered. We thank You for their concern in 
seeking good, possible solutions to the 
difficulties confronting us.

“We can even be grateful for the problems 
that have arisen, for You can make good 
come from them by stirring our hearts and 
bringing into focus the need of a much 
stronger ministry, on our part, to our elderly.

“We pray now for wisdom that comes only 
from You to deal with the problem of helping 
to meet at least one of the needs of a great 
number of our elderly. Many older people do 
not need or want institutional or nursing home 
care, but do need a ‘home’ where they can live 
safely and independently of children and 
family—a place to LIVE and be ALIVE all 
their lives—where dignity and purpose can be 
restored. Help us to decide the proper way 
this can be done and the building be used for a 
true Christian Retirement Center.

“And, most of all, dear Lord, may we, as a 
group, be ‘of one accord’ and show to 
everyone that we are Christian in act, 
thought, and word.”

“We thank You for listening and always 
answering our prayers. In the name of our 
Lord and Saviour, Jesus Christ, we humbly 
pray.”

Mrs. James Nugent 
271-B Meadow Lawn 
Brentwood, TN 37027 —

Sell it to board
Dear editor:

I appreciated the three-part articles, News 
Interpretation, concerning the Belmont Plaza 
problem. However, I am addressing myself to 
Wade Darby’s four proposed solutions as 
found in Nashville Banner, Feb. 19, 1979.

“Let it go into default”—No, there has to be 
another way. This problem reminds some of 
us senior citizens of other unfortunate crises 
of SBC, such as, the (1919-20) Home Mission 
treasurer’s rip-off of $909,461, which came to 
light in 1928; the (1919-24) Seventy-Five 
Million Campaign that fell short of its goal 
about $17-million; and an enormous debt that 
coincided with the great depression of 1929. 
To prevent default, there were special Baptist 
Honor Day offerings, the Future Program 
Commission, and the (1933-43) Hundred Thou
sand Club pleading for “over and above the 
regular subscription to the church budget of
ferings.” Since 1929 all sums collected, such 
as, a percentage of budget agreed upon by 
every participating church and all of the 
many “over and above” offerings, have been 
paid into SBC Cooperative Program.

“Give it away”—No, there has already 
been too much “written off” on TBSC’s pro
jects. The 1943 clearing of all debts did not 
stop the Cooperative Program method of col
lecting, subsequently, it is quite lucrative 
business for Christian work, not give away.

“Let the denomination support the opera

tion financially”—No, the monkey has been 
on our backs long enough. Baptist people are 
the denomination and the source of income 
through the Cooperative Program; the Ex
ecutive Board, all 99 members, are our Trust 
Officers, so to speak. If for any reason our 
wealthy business ceases to be Christian, IRS 
should pay us a visit.

“Sell it”—Yes, to the Executive Board 
members as a co-operative apartment house. 
You can afford it, if my cost of $36,000 
“founder fee” is fair. The debt ceiling of $6.5 
million divided by 99 is only $65,657 each, and 
you would own the Belmont Plaza out right.

The called TBC will choose one of the above 
four, April 5, 1979.

Mrs. Guy M. Norton
803 Springer Road, Apt. A

> Lawrenceburg, TN 38464

Luxury apartments
Dear editor:

In regard to Belmont Plaza, I don’t think 
Cooperative Program funds should be used to 
furnish luxury apartments for the 
“executive” class—who probably could well 
afford housing most anywhere else. If it were 
for the less fortunate, it would be different.

I don’t think the Tennessee Baptist Conven
tion should have gotten involved with this sort 
of thing.

Moreover, I feel that this would be a “foot in 
the door” sort of thing where the next time 
there is an urgent need, we would again dip 
into the Cooperative Program funds.

R.C. Bailey
5512 Hardwood Road
Knoxville, TN 37918

Baptists are upset
Dear editor:

The matter concerning Belmont Plaza has 
got many of the Tennessee Baptists upset.

We give our dollars to the Cooperative Pro
gram, and we all thought it was going to a 
good cause, but we as Tennessee Baptists 
don’t really know where it is and what it is 
going to.

I strongly feel that all the Southern Baptists 
that are against this should put a stop to this 
before April 5. This sounds like the Baptist 
people don’t have much to say on this deal, 
but we do.

I don’t believe that the churches will stand 
back and let this be voted in.

“Will a man rob God? Yet ye have robbed 
Me. But ye say, Wherein have we robbed 
Thee? In tithes and offerings. Ye are cursed 
with a curse for ye have robbed Me, even this 
whole nation” (Malachi 3:8-9).

Don E. Bowlin
Route 1
Sharon, TN 38255

Let’s remember that the 99 members of the 
TBC Executive Board and the 18 members of 
the Board of Directors of the Tennessee Bap
tist Service Corporation are members of our 
churches who were elected to these boards by 
vote of the messengers to state convention 
sessions. Also, the annual Cooperative 
Program budgets are voted on by these 
messengers to state conventions, on recom
mendation from a convention-elected Ex
ecutive Board, (editor)

Carson-Newman names 
Shruden to faculty

JEFFERSON CITY-Robert M. Shurden, 
assistant professor of Bible at Mississippi Col
lege, Clinton, Miss., has been named 
associate professor of religion at Carson- 
Newman College.

A native of Greenville, Miss., Shurden 
earned degrees at Mississippi College and at 
Southern Baptist Theological Seminary.

WASHINGTON (BP)—A Washington-based 
Baptist group warned that a possible constitu
tional convention called to force the federal 
government to balance the budget should 
“preserve intact the entire Bill of Rights.”

Members of the Baptist Joint Committee on 
Public Affairs, meeting in semiannual ses
sion, also adopted guidelines regulating the 
use of the name of the agency, instructed its 
staff to seek a site in the District of Columbia 
or Maryland for its upcoming Religious 
Liberty Conference, heard progress reports 
on SALT II and Israel’s anti-bribery law, and 
honored long-time member Porter W. Routh.

The Baptist Joint Committee is composed 
of official representatives from eight U.S. 
Baptist bodies and the Baptist Federation of 
Canada and deals with a variety of public af
fairs issues which affect the life of the 
churches and their agencies and institutions.

In expressing its warning on the potential 
dangers of a constitutional convention, the 
Baptist Joint Committee expressed its 
preference for the “traditional method” of 
amending the Constitution, by which Con
gress first adopts an amendment and then 
submits it to state legislatures, three-fourths 
of which must then ratify it before the amend-

Personal 
perspective
BY TOM MADDEN 

TBC executive secretary
God is still creating! For a surety He is still 

creating New Testament churches. On 
Sunday afternoon, March 25th, I had the 
thrilling experience of being present and 
observing the beginning process of a new 
church being formed.

Lynchburg is the 
only county seat town 
in Tennessee without a 
convention church. 
Many people have 
been aware of the need 
for a vibrant Baptist 
witness in the com
munity and have been 
deeply concerned. 
Robert Mizell, direc
tor of missions of New 
Duck River Baptist

Maddon

Association, was one of the persons and Edge
mont Church of Shelbyville was one of the 
churches sharing this concern.

Several families in the vicinity pledged 
their support should a new work be started. It 
was during this time that the American 
Legion Building was declared for sale for 
$15,000. A $5,000 grant was made from the 
Tennessee Baptist Convention New Church 
and Lot Fund along with a loan of $10,000 from 
the recently approved New Church Loan 
Fund. The local people cleared the building, 
sanded floors, made draperies, partitioned 
the space, painted the sign, secured pews, and 
equipment and happily started a full church 
program.

Pastor George Cameal and the people of 
Edgemont Church have adopted this new con
gregation as a mission and they have called 
Brother Mizell as their interim pastor. '

The occasion on Sunday was the dedication 
of the new work. Approximately a hundred 
people gathered for the inspirational service.

I am confident that in the near future this 
mission will call a full-time pastor, organize 
into a fully cooperating Baptist church, and 
will perform a growing and fruitful ministry 
until Christ returns.

I would like to thank all Tennessee Baptists 
for without your mission gifts the First Bap
tist Church of Lynchburg would still be a 
dream instead of a present reality.

ment is incorporated into the constitution.
The other amendment method provided for 

in Article V of the Constitution requires Con
gress to convene a constitutional convention if 
two-thirds of the state legislatures call for 
such a parley. Twenty-nine states have thus 
far called for such a convention to be con
vened and to adopt an amendment forcing the 
federal government to balance its budget.

Constitutional scholars are divided on the 
question of whether such a convention could 
be forced to limit its agenda to that single 
matter or whether delegates could choose to 
amend the original Constitution at will.

The statement adopted by the Baptist Joint 
Committee reaffirmed “the historic commit
ment of Baptists to absolute religious liberty 
and its constitutional corollary, the separa
tion of church and state.”

In another action, the committee voted to 
allow its executive director to authorize the 
use of the agency’s name after consulting 
with its elected chairman. On issues to which 
the full committee has not spoken, permission 
for using the name must be secured from 
representatives of the various supporting 
denominations.

The action resulted from the use of the 
agency’s name as co-sponsor, along with 
numerous other religious groups, of a 
recently-published pamphlet promoting the 
United Nations-sponsored “Year of the 
Child.”

HISTORICALLY
FROM THE FILES

50 YEARS AGO
The Baptist church at Dover wor

shipped in its new building following a 
three year construction period. It was 
constructed on the pay-as-you-go plan. 
Clifton F. Bridges was pastor.

A get-together meeting was held for 
Union McMinn Baptist Church, one of 
the oldest churches in East Tennessee, 
located four miles north of Niota. The 
membership was discouraged because 
they had no pastor, no deacons, and no 
clerk. All records were destroyed two 
years earlier when the home in which 
the clerk was living was destroyed by 
fire.

25 YEARS AGO
Archie L. Partain, Parsons, resigned 

as missionary of Beech River Baptist 
Association to become missionary of 
the Big Hatchie Baptist Association.

Parkview Baptist Church, Jackson, 
purchased a large store building with 
11-upstairs rooms and a large base
ment. It was to be converted into addi
tional educational facilities. Also the 
church purchased a lot in the Rose Hill 
community and planned to build a mis
sion building. James A. Farrar was 
pastor.

10 YEARS AGO
William L. Palmer accepted a call to 

become pastor of First Baptist Church, 
Morristown. He was coming to Ten
nessee from the pastorate of Edwards 
Road Baptist Church, Greenville, S.C.

Paul Hall of Johnson City, associa- 
tional missionary of Holston Baptist 
Association, was elected president of 
the Tennessee Baptist Library 
Organization. Ed Tarpley of Pleasant 
Heights Baptist Church, Columbia, was 
named vice-president, and Vaughtie 
Rowland, WMU and library director, 
Hamilton County Baptist Association, 
was named secretary.
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SBC seminar on congregational worship 
terms services as week's 'deadest hour'

By Jim Lowry

NASHVILLE (BP)—The Sunday morning 
worship service unfortunately is often the 
“deadest hour of the week,” a Baptist pastor 
declared at a Southern Baptist Sunday School 
Board seminar.

Ways to recapture the interest and dedica
tion of church members during worship ser
vices may be as varied as the 35,404 Southern 
Baptist churches, more than 100 pastors and 
ministers of music learned at the week-long 
seminar on enriching congregational wor
ship. Numerous speakers covered a broad 
spectrum of information relating to the needs 
of worship in Baptist churches during the 
week.

“The charge has been made that 11 a.m. 
Sunday is the deadest hour of the week for 
most people,” said David Matthews, pastor of 
First Baptist Church, Greenville, S.C. “A lot 
of people get up ritually, half conscious, and 
sit half passively...doing the same things 
week after week.”

He said people keep coming back because 
of their search for meaning and their search 
for pleasure, and worship unconsciously 
becomes an attempt to please.

“As Southern Baptist worship leaders, we 
must begin to rescue worship from show 
business,” Matthews said.

The primary business of the church if wor
ship. Matthews continued, not evangelism, 
witnessing or missions. “Until the church has 
worshipped, gotten in touch with God, the 
church has nothing to witness to,” he said.

“If worship is to live again,” Matthews ex
plained, “we have to change the concept of 
worship first. Changes in form and style will 
follow.’’

Robert J. Norman, pastor of Belmont

Knoxville man takes 
Maryville pastorate

Knoxville pastor Raymond Young has ac
cepted the call as pastor of Oak Street Baptist 
Church in Maryville. He has led the congrega
tion of Loveland Baptist Church in Knoxville 
for the past nine and one half years.

Prior to that, he was pastor of First Baptist 
Church in Algood; Southside Baptist Church 
in Johnson City; and a church in Virginia. He 
has been active in associational work, serving 
as a treasurer and on several committees.

A native of Knoxville, Young attend Carson- 
Newman College in Jefferson City and the 
University of Tennessee at Knoxville.

Gift endows professorship 
in pastoral care at SBTS

LOUISVILLE, Ky. (BP)—Lawrence 
Hoover, a Baptist layman from Alexandria, 
Va., has provided in his estate for the perma
nent endowment of a named professorship at 
Southern Baptist Theological Seminary as 
part of the seminary’s $10-million “Resources 
for Excellence” campaign.

This action guarantees the completion of 
the endowment for the Lawrence and 
Charlotte Hoover Chair of Pastoral Care, 
which Hoover has already partially funded 
with major cash gifts.

The new chair brings the total raised in the 
campaign to $5-million, and is the second 
named professorship established in recent 
months by laymen from Virginia. Earlier, 
Victor A. Lester of Martinsville, Va., en
dowed a chair of Christian preaching to be 
named for Lester and his wife, Louise.

BAPTIST AND REFLECTOR

brings you news first

Heights Baptist Church, Nashville, said 
churches need to encourage spontaneous in
volvement of members, be flexible on special 
days of worship, and strive for informality 
with dignity.

“The staff of a church needs to be in charge 
of the worship experience without the con
gregation feeling manipulated,” Norman told 
the group. “Let members use their spiritual 
gifts and talents in the services.”

“Worship is the most significant thing man 
does, more important than eating and sleep
ing,” added Gene Garrison, pastor of First 
Baptist Church, Oklahoma City. “As worship 
leaders, we must strive for balance between 
the aesthetic and the practical.

“We must be sure there’s no gap between 
what we say in worship and what we prac
tice,” Garrison said, “and be certain of a 
theological basis for worship.”

James Barry, pastoral guidance consultant 
in the church administration department at 
the Sunday School Board and an organizer of 
the seminar, said, “Pastors have not given 
the time and thought to congregational wor
ship that they should. They have allowed it to 
happen.

“We hope pastors will take a more active 
part in planning worship, and develop more 
openness to new ideas,” Barry said. “We 
hope they will be open to new variations of 
worship in a responsible way to meet the 
needs of congregational members. A big 
challenge will be how to blend the traditional 
with the contemporary.”

Two of the four morning sessions were led 
by pastor-minister of music teams addressing 
the problem of staff relationships in churches. 
Garrison was assisted one day by James Van 
Hemert, minister of music at First Church, 
Oklahoma City. Frank Marshall, minister of

Parents build parsonage 
in memory of dead son

AMITE, La. (BP)—Mr. and Mrs. Frank 
Lea built a new parsonage for the Mt. Nebo 
Baptist Church in memory of their son 
because “Chuck was a happy person helping 
others.”

An insurance settlement following their 
18-year-old son’s accidental automobile death 
provided the funds. Chuck Lea, a supervisor 
trainee for an oyster processing company in 
Amite, was killed instantly last summer a 
month before his 19th birthday when a car out 
of control hit the car in which he was a 
passenger.

Lea said the old parsonage was run down 
and he and his wife felt the money could best 
be used to serve people so they built the 
pastor’s home in their son’s memory.

Louisiana starts five missions 
for death of SBC's goal of six

ALEXANDRIA, La. (BP)—The Louisiana 
Baptist Convention could have five of the first 
seven deaf missions in the Southern Baptist 
Convention unless others move quickly.

Already four Louisiana Baptist churches 
have begun deaf missions and another is in 
the planning stage.

The first deaf mission in the SBC, according 
to H. Larry Barnett, director of deaf 
ministries for the Louisiana Baptist Conven
tion, was the Silent Friends Chapel, started 
by First Baptist Church, Dallas, in 1968.

There is a deaf church in Portland, Ore., 
First Baptist Deaf Church, that was never a 
mission. James Booth, who had been the deaf 
minister at First Baptist in New Orleans, is 
the pastor.

Why have deaf missions or churches just 
for the deaf? “Because they work so much 
better,” says Barnett, himself the son of deaf 

music at Belmont Heights, Nashville, was on 
the program with Norman.

“It’s unreal to think staff members-will see 
everything alike,” Garrison told the pastors 
and ministers of music. “Agreement is not re
quired for acceptance. There are points 
where we are allowed to differ and still affirm 
one another.”

During the course of the staff relationship 
discussions, topics considered were personal
social life between staff members, respon
sibilities, criticism, and communications 
skills.

Numerous other topics related to wor
ship-such as drama, children’s worship, 
worship in funerals, weddings and special 
days, choral technique, and use of non
keyboard instruments during worship ser
vices—were covered in the seminar, spon
sored by the board’s church administration 
and church music departments. The seminar 
opened with a worship session at First Baptist 
Church, Nashville, which featured several 
creative techniques for worship.

Visa problems increasing 
in western South America
RICHMOND, Va.(BP)—Visa limitations in 

Western South America are causing concern 
for missionaries and personnel of the 
Southern Baptist Foreign Mission Board.

No missionaries have ever been denied en
try into western South America, but J. Bryan 
Brasington, board secretary for western 
South America, expressed concern about it in 
his March report to the board and urged 
prayer for granting of visas in Colombia and 
Peru.

In Colombia a meeting between 
evangelicals and Colombia’s minister of 
foreign relations outlined what the govern
ment is considering in the future.

“Their plan now, though it is only verbal 
agreement, is to give one visa for every two 
visas for people who leave the country,” 
Brasington explained. “The ultimate goal is 
to limit the presence of foreigners in Colom
bia—especially those who are working in the 
area of religion.

Brasington said, however, that Colombia 
generally plans to extend religious freedom. 
He asked Baptists to pray that Colombian 
Baptists would move quickly toward filling 
leadership positions.

The Peruvian government ruled in January 
that no evangelical mission could increase its 
number of missionaries. “However, if a mis
sionary family has to leave the country per

parents.
Statistics support him. In 1978 two deaf mis

sions won 87 percent of all the deaf converts 
baptized in all 14 Louisiana Baptist Conven
tion churches with deaf ministries. And, they 
just existed five months of the year.

It’s a real breakthrough, Barnett says. In 
true missionary work, the objective is to 
develop natives who carry on the work 
themselves. Natives respond to natives better 
than they do to outsiders.

The same holds true for the deaf, Barnett 
says. Perhaps even more so with the deaf 
because deaf people, traditionally, have low 
opinions of themselves.

The deaf mission or church, provides self- 
respect, self-identity, and self-determination, 
things that a mere deaf ministry can never 
bring about. That’s the reason deaf missions 
are the hope of the future, Barnett added.

ALUMNI PRESIDENT—Jack D. Sanford 
of Memphis (left) chats with 
Midwestern seminary dean Roy L. 
Hunnicutt during a meeting of state 
alumni presidents. Sanford, who is 
pastor of Colonial Baptist Church, is 
president of MWBTS alumni this year.

manently (as in the case of retirement) that 
family can be replaced with another,” Bras
ington explained. “But no new visas will be 
granted for additional personnel. We need 
your prayers that this ruling will be changed 
to allow new families to serve in Peru.”

Historically, Southern Baptists have 
weathered visa crises in South America, 
Brasington said: “But right now things are 
tightening up...this is a call to prayer. We’re 
confident that God will lead in this matter and 
open the right doors on his schedule. Pray 
that we will have faith to follow God’s leader
ship.”

Also, board members were asked to pray 
for hundreds of Bolivians made homeless by 
heavy flooding. The flood which devastated 
Brazil also spread to its neighbor to the west 
in the Santa Cruz and Beni regions. The board 
approved a $10,000 allocation for hunger relief 
in Bolivia.

Carson-Newman man named 
as officer for professors

The national Association of Baptist Pro
fessors of Religion have selected a Carson- 
Newman College staffer to serve as 
president-elect of the group. James R. Kautz, 
associate professor of religion at Carson- 
Newman, will succeed Edgar McKnight, Fur
man University, Greenville, S.C., in the post.

The organization has a membership of over 
150 professors of religion and philosophy 
representing 17 states and three countries. 
Past presidents of the association from 
Carson-Newman have been Douglas Harris, 
L. Dan Taylor, and Bill Blevins.

Kautz has held several pastorates. His 
primary academic field is in the Old Testa
ment and the archaeology of the Ancient Near 
East.

Bible memory conference 
to feature Jerry Lucas

A one-day course on developing memory 
techniques will be led by Jerry Lucas, former 
basketball star, at Brentwood Baptist 
Church, Brentwood on April 7. The seminar 
will begin at 9:00 a.m. and is scheduled to con
clude by 4:00 p.m.

Lucas, an outspoken Christian, believes the 
Bible memorization techniques he has 
developed are a gift from God, so he is leading 
conferences to share his methods. His 
organization is Memory Ministries.

Information about the seminar can be 
secured from Brentwood Baptist Church.
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MARRIED STUDENT HOUSING—Union University in Jackson opened its new mar
ried student apartments last week on the campus. The apartments are composed 
of three two-story complexes.

Union campus opens first units 
of married student apartments

The first married student apartments in the 
history of Union University opened last week 
as 11 couples moved into recently completed 
housing units.

Dean of Men Clyde Fugate reported 16 of 
the 20 units are ready for occupancy with the 
remaining four to be completed by early sum
mer. All of the finished apartments have been 
reserved by-£tudents enrolled at the college,

Miller named editor 
of 'Nevada Baptist'

RENO, Nev. (BP)—Nevada journalist Vern 
A. Miller has been named the first editor of 
the Nevada Baptist, newspaper for the new 
Nevada Area Baptist Convention which was 
officially formed in October 1978.

Miller, retired from the Navy in 1958 and 
for the past 20 years 
has been editor and 
publisher of news
papers in northern 
Nevada. He most 
recently was city 
editor of the Fallon 
Eagle-Standard in 
Fallon, where he and 
his wife, Monnie, were 
charter members of 
the First Southern 
Baptist Church.

While in the Navy, Miller worked in 
maintenance, as an aeronautical engineer 
and as public information officer at various 
ships and locations. For one year, he was 
publicist for the Navy’s Blue Angels flight 
demonstration team.

Miller attended the University of Nevada 
school of journalism and graduated from the 
Armed Forces Information School at Carlisle, 
Pa. He has sold articles to several western in
terest and flying magazines.

The first issue of the Nevada Baptist was 
published in February. It is currently a 
monthly, distributed to members of 75 
Southern Baptist churches and missions 
throughout Nevada and on the fringes of 
Idaho, Utah, and California. Plans are to in
crease publication to twice monthly by fall.

Baptist Thai soldier 
killed by communists

CHOLBURI, Thailand—A Thai Baptist 
soldier was killed recently in a clash with 
communist terrorists near the Cambodian 
border. Private Sutin Gongaew, a member of 
Cholburi Baptist Church, is the first Baptist 
soldier to be killed in border fighting, accord
ing to Mrs. Robert R. Stewart, Southern Bap
tist missionary press representative to 
Thailand.

she added.
The new units feature 20 private apart

ments in three two-story complexes con
structed nead existing single student apart
ments on “Fraternity Row.” Each apartment 
has two bedrooms, a living room, kitchen and 
bathroom and is partially furnished with 
bedroom dressers and desks. The units are 
fully carpeted and air-conditioned and 
feature built-in ranges and refrigerators, 
Fugate added.

The apartments are part of a nearly 
$700,000 construction package which also in
cluded additional single student apart
ments—12 housing women and eight housing 
men. Each apartment accommodates four or 
five students, as in existing units.

The new single student apartments were 
completed in December and first occupied 
during the January winter term at the col
lege.

Union officials are confident the new hous
ing units will ease the serious overflow situa
tion which has occurred for the past three 
years. Until the apartments were con
structed, overflow residents were housed on 
the former campus at a reduced cost for 
board.

^ast Tennessee pastors 
to meet in Knoxville

Pastors from eastern Tennessee will gather 
in Knoxville on April 12 for a meeting of the 
East Tennessee Baptist Pastors’ Conference.

The program will focus on “A Minister 
Deals With Stress,” and will feature retired 
pastor Haywood Highfill, Chaplain William 
Justice, and cardiologist Ronald Yatteau.

According to Aubrey Hay, chairman of the 
program, the idea of the theme is to approach 
the matter of stress from a professional, per
sonal, and physical perspective. John 
Holland, pastor of Salem Baptist Church in 
Knox County, will lead in a devotional focus
ing on trust.

The meeting will begin at 9:59 a m. EST at 
East Tennessee Baptist Hospital.

Knoxvillian moves 
to Cleveland post

Don Long, former pastor of Washington 
Pike Baptist Church in Knoxville, accepted 
the call as pastor of North Cleveland Baptist 
Church in Cleveland. He came to the new post 
last month.

A native of Morgan County, Tenn., he is a 
graduate of Clear Creek Baptist School in 
Pineville, Ky. and Luther Rice Seminary, 
Jacksonville, Fla., where he received the 
B.D., M.Div., and D.Min. degrees.

In addition to the Washington Pike 
pastorate, Long served at Calvary Baptist 
Church in Oak Ridge for five years, Elizabeth 
Street Baptist Church in Harriman, and First 
Baptist Church in-Petros.

He succeeds Tim Summers who accepted a 
pastorate in Louisiana.

W.B. Oakley returns 
to native Tennessee

After spending 21 years as a pastor in 
Michigan and Ohio, W.B. Oakley is returning 
to the New Bethlehem Baptist Church near 
Dyer to serve as pastor. His first Sunday will 
be April 15.

Oakley left the New Bethlehem congrega
tion in 1958 to accept the call of First Baptist 
Church in Trenton, Mich. He also served as 
pastor of Immanuel Baptist Church in Lans
ing, Mich., and for 15 years was secretary of 
evangelism and stewardship for the Baptist 
State Convention in Michigan. Mrs. Oakley 
was director of the day care center in Detroit 
for several years. For the past year, Oakley 
has served as interim pastor of the Parsons 
Baptist Church in Columbus, Ohio.

A native of Dyer County, Oakley is a 
graduate of Union University in Jackson and 
New Orleans Baptist Theological Seminary, 
New Orleans, La.

Energy workshop offered 
to Tennessee churches

Tennessee Baptist churches concerned with 
immediate and long-range problems of 
energy will have the opportunity to par
ticipate in an energy management workshop 
April 17 at the Opryland Hotel in Nashville.

Sponsored jointly by the church architec
ture department of the Baptist Sunday School 
Board, the Tennessee Energy Authority, and 
the Tennessee Valley Authority, the workshop 
will offer specific and innovative energy con
servation techniques. Additionally, guidelines 
for planning energy efficient new or expanded 
facilities will be discussed.

Registration will be limited to 50 persons, 
and there is a $10 registration fee to cover all 
workshop materials and a luncheon. 
Registration should be made through the Ten
nessee Energy Authority. The workshop will 
begin at 10 a.m. and conclude at 4:30 p.m.

STEWARDSHIP—Ralph L. Murray of Hendersonville (second from left) visits the 
set of "At Home witn the Bible" during a recent meeting of the Stewardship Com
mission trustees in Fort Worth, Tex. Harold Martin (right) of the Radio-TV Com
mission staff and series speaker Frank Pollard (second from right) explain the 
program to Murray and A.R.’ Fagan (left), Stewardship Commission executive 
director.

★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★ 
* * * Citizen’s Corner ♦

By Jerry M. Self
Public affairs and Christian life 
“ consultant

The death penalty has once again come to 
the center of attention for Tennessee and the 
nation. It is possible that two men will be ex
ecuted in southern states before summer. 
Although it is not likely that anyone in 
Tennessee will face 
execution that soon, 
the state legislature 
has the issue before 
them.

A bill to change the 
method of inflicting 
the death penalty is 
before the house and in 
committee in the 
senate. HB341 has 
twice been before the 
house of representa
tives and both times postponed. It is currently 
scheduled for vote on April 11.

Self

Tuesday of this week the senate judiciary 
committee was to have considered the com
panion bill SB772. The purpose of this piece of 
legislation is to change from capital punish
ment by electric chair to capital punishment 
by lethal injection. The motivation behind the 
bill stems from a desire to find a more 
humane method of inflicting death.

During the delay in the house there has 
been opportunity for medical personnel to 
challenge the humaneness of using the 
chemical substance prescribed in the bill. The 
debate has raised questions about the whole 
issue of the death penalty.

Is there, in fact, a humane method to take 
the life of a prisoner?

One’s basic philosophy about prisons bears 
on the question. Are we talking about penal in
stitutions or correctional systems? Is the goal 
punishment, restitution, rehabilitation, or 
something else? In any case, how is society 
served by the death of the guilty? Certainly, 
there is no rehabilitative value in capital 
punishment. Is there any restitution? Some 
say the value of the life of the prisoner speaks 
against the death penalty. Others say the 
value of the life of the victim speaks for it. 
Good arguments prevail on either side Rut 
what is restored to society or the victims by 
the death penalty?

Are we sufficiently satisfied with the 
perfecting of our judicial system that we are 
ready to inflict the irrevocable penalty upon 
those who have been convicted of capital 
crimes?

The thief on the cross spoke of the in
nocence of Jesus and contrasted himself with 
his neighbor in suffering by saying that Jesus 
did not deserve the death penalty but he, the 
thief, was dying justly. In his day the 
powerless accepted cruel torture as justice. 
Does lethal injection, in our day, represent an 
advance in civilization?
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Bible Puzzle
Answers bn page 10

ACROSS

r II 2 3 4 5 I6 7 8 9

10 ■ 11 12

13 115 16

17 18 119 20

21 r2 23 24

• 25 26 27

28 ■ 29

30 31 32 33 34 35 37

38 39 40 41

42 43 ■ 44 45

46 47 ■ 48 49

50 51 I52 53

54 ®55

1 Ness, et al
6 Clover and alfalfa

10 “earrings, and —” 
(Num. 31: sing.)

11 “greater and — 
than we" (Deut. 1)

13 Exist
14 Money of account
15 Lamp fuel 

(Matt. 25:3)
16 Verso: abbr.
17 Purge out the old

(1 Cor. 5:7)
19 “the — of the aliens’’ 

(Heb. 11)
21 — en point
22 Pigeon pea: var.
24 Eagle

25 “Thy — hath 
deceived” (Jer. 49)

28 Peace-keeping org.
29 Continent: abbr.
30 “the----- hath sent 

me” (John 6)
38 Ancestor of Jesus 

(Matt. 1:3)
39 Derby or fedora
40 Ethyl: comb, form
42 “----- life”

(Luke 6:9)
44 “they are not all —” 

(Rom. 9)
46 Printer’s measure
47 Fish
48 A Chonan people
49 Asfan tree

CRYPTOVERSE

D BVVA K D I VHPDOIJPL ZDTVGW VZ

P L J S V W A

Today’s Cryptoverse clue: Z equals F

To change or correct 
your address

Attach in this space your address 
label found on the front page of your 
latest copy of the BAPTIST AND 
REFLECTOR. Please give your new 
address below—including your zip 
code. When changing address, please 
give two weeks notice. Please write, 
do not call address changes to insure 
accuracy.

All correspondence relating 
to your subscription
should be accompanied by our address 
label. If you are receiving duplicate 
copies, please send both labels.

Address all requests to:

BAPTIST AND REFLECTOR
Post Office Box 347

Brentwood, Tennessee 37027

Name __ _____________________
Please Print

Address ____________________—

City__________________________

State Zip Code

50 Famous rider
52 English naval hero
54 Indian jute
55 Passover dinner

DOWN

1 Weep’s partner 
(John 16:20)

2 Inward: prefix
3 Herb w
4 In this place
5 “There be some — 

—” (Matt. 16)
6 “clothed with 

camel’s —” (Mark 1)
7 “judgment came 

upon--- ” (Rom. 5)
8 Color: abbr.
9 Numbers

10 Measure of bricks 
(Ex. 5:18)

11 “made known — 
-- ” (Rom. 16)

12 Flowers
18 Consumed
20 Anger
23 Jewish month
26 “Ye did - well” 

(Gal. 5)
27 Dine
30 Newer
31 Pressed
32 Vessel: anat.
33 “all the graven —” 

(Mic. 1)
34 Note of the scale
35 “Then an — cried 

aloud” (Dan. 3)
36 Timetable abbr.
37 Rhetoric teacher
41 Man’s name
43 Various: comb, form
45 Old weapon
51 Letter
53 Direction: abbr.

Visit
(^hristus Gardens 

Gatlinburg, Tennessee

“An Experience To Remember” 
»

For free color brochure, write to:
Christus Gardens, P. O. Box 587B, 

Gatlinburg, Tennessee 37738

JOIN US FOR AN

EASTER 
CELEBRATION 

at the
Opry House

7 a.m., April 15
Two Rivers Baptist Church 

Easter Celebration 
John Shillington, soloist 

7 p.m. "Alleluia" Praise Gathering 
by Bill Gaither

Two Rivers choir, soloists, 
and 35-piece orchestra 

Parking and admission Is free

By Jim N. Griffith

Someone compiled a list of tips for overweight people, claiming calories can be burned by 
engaging in activities that do not require physical exercise.

Some suggested activities and the number of calories per hour consumed in the process 
are: beating around the bush, 75 and jumping to conclusions, 100.

Swallowing your pride, 50; passing the buck, 25, and throwing your weight around 
(depending upon your weight) 50 to 300 calories.

Dragging your heels, 100; pushing y<5ur luck, 250; and making mountains out of molehills, 
500.

Bending over backwards, 75; running around in circles,-350; eating crow, 255; and tooting 
your own horn, 25.

Obviously, some would lose more weight than others by using this system. But let me sug
gest that if you really want to lose a large amount of weight, do this: get rid of the heavy burden 
of resentment.

Do not carry resentment against anyone and you will move through life in a lighter way.

Incentive for holy living
By Herschel H. Hobbs

“But the end of all things is at hand: be ye 
therefore sober, and watch unto prayer.” 
1 Peter 4:7

This verse reflects the fact that the early 
Christians looked for the Lord’s return during 
their lifetime. They were not mistaken but 
were doing what Jesus said (Mark 13:32-37) 
—they lived in constant expectancy of the 
event. We should do the same.

Such an attitude is an incentive to holy liv
ing. So Peter told how we should live and 
serve as we wait expectantly for the Lord’s 
return. “Sober” means being of a sound 
mind. The Revised Standard Version reads, 
“Keep sane and sober for your prayers.” 
Praying can be effective if we keep our heads, 
so to speak, and exercise self-control. No 
Christian has reason to panic over the thought 
of the second coming of Christ. Instead, it 
should be welcomed as our “blessed hope” 
(Titus 2:13).

In the meantime, how should we conduct 
ourselves? Above all things, we should have 
fervent love (agape, highest kind of selfless 
love) for our fellow-believers (v. 8). This love 
prevents us from seeking out the sins and 
faults of others in order to accuse or gossip. 
Knowing ourselves to beginners, we should be 
sympathetic with others in their struggle 
against sin.

“Hospitality” means love for strangers 
(v. 9). Public accommodations then were 
scarce and, at best, very poor (Rom. 12:3, 1 
Tim. 3:2; Titus 1:8). Without complaint Chris
tians should extend hospitality to other 
travelling Christians.

Also they should use properly the “gift” 
(charisma) which God’s grace has bestowed 
upon them. Unlike Corinth they should not be 
the source of strife but of service (v. 10). The

Church Furnishings
Pews, Pulpit and Chancel Furniture

Phone 704/322-8380 
Dept. J. P.O. Drawer 2187 

Hickory, North Carolina 28601

CHURCH FURNITURE)

Write or call

W AMR BROS. 
MFC. CO.

W. (501) 675-2468 
Booneville, Arkansas 

72927

At a price
Any Church Can Afford^

“if” clauses in verse 11 assume a condition 
that is true. So using the gift speaking, of such 
a/preaching and teaching, one should delivef 
the “word” or “oracles” of God. And 
ministering or rendering service, it should be 
with the strength which God supplies. See 
Acts 6:2-4 for these two ministries.

If we do these things, the result will be glory 
for God through Jesus Christ. “To whom” 
refers to Jesus Christ as its immediate 
antecedent. To Him belong praise and domi
nion “unto the ages of the ages”—the 
strongest Greek expression for eternity.

All of God’s gifts should be exercised in the 
spirit of Christian love. This should be done 
faithfully as we await the Lord’s return.

Foundation

What a waste!
By Jonas L. Stewart

The story below was provided me by Dr. 
John David Laida, pastor of the First Baptist 
Church, Clarksville, Tennessee. To some 
degree it is the story of thousands of people 
who die each year.

There lived in Lafayette, Ky. two brothers, 
Lanier and Malcomb Boddie. Malcomb, 
nicknamed “Blue,” died in 1973. On Sept. 1, 
1978, Lanier died. There were no known sur
viving relatives and evidently, no will. Their 
combined estate was estimated at ten to 
twelve million dollars, including 3,000 acres of 
the finest Kentucky farm land.

Strange stories surround these men—some 
manufactured, some true. One fact is certain, 
though millionaries, they lived like paupers. 
Lanier was a graduate at Vanderbilt Univer
sity. Strange though they were, each of them 
possessed a wisdom that defied their image.

While living, they asked nothing from 
anyone and gave nothing. They selfishly held 
on to all they owned and grasped for more.

Everything that they wouldn’t tolerate 
while living has happened since their death. 
All the antique farm equipment has now been 
sold. Trespassers, curiosity seekers, and pro
spective pruchasers have trudged across 
their property without restraint or care.

What a waste! Two men who had so much to 
give have left it all to be argued over, and gob
bled up by lawyers, bankers, state, and 
federal government.

This experience is being repeated over and 
over, week after week, right here in Ten
nessee. Your estate may not be as large as the 
above, but if you want anything you have to be 
preserved and conserved, you need a will. It 
should be a Christian will.

For information about preparing a Chris
tian will, write: Tennessee Baptist Founda
tion, Jonas L. Stewart, executive secretary
treasurer, P.O. Box 347, Brentwood, Tenn. 
37027.
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Devotional

Christ’s trial Hotel Reservation Form
By Jerry A. Songer

Perry Mason and Clarence Darrow could 
have had a field day. It could have been their 
finest hour.

Injustice was the order that day. It was the 
day it was determined Christ would die.

Many remarkable trials have marked our
history. But as Walter 
Chandler says, all 
other trials are tame 
and commonplace 
compared with the 
trial of Christ.

Why is that trial so 
significant? It is a 
classic case of viola
tion of civil rights.

Ten times in the trial 
of Christ a mis-trial 
should have been de Songor

Tennessee Baptist Convention
East Park Baptist Church, Memphis

November 12-15, 1979
Please make your reservation directly to the hotel.

Reservation should be made AS SOON AS POSSIBLE in order to assure getting the accommoda
tion you desire. There is another convention meeting in Memphis during this week—which 
means that rooms will be scarce.

When making your reservations, be sure to state that you are attending the Tennessee Baptist 
Convention.

dared. Case dismissed. Insufficient evidence.
It was illegal, immoral, unethical.

Mark does us the honor in his Gospel to pre
sent the facts.

In Mark 14:54 the council met at night by 
the fire. They should have met by day.

In Mark 14:55, the council took the initiative 
to prosecute. This was not their responsibili
ty. They were to consider evidence as a jury.

In Mark 14:56-57, the witness could not 
agree and then they could not tell the truth.^ 
This indicated a plot. Some one was lying. _

In Mark 14:60, the high priest asked the ac
cused a leading question. As the judge, this 
was not his place. He showed his prejudice.

In Mark 14:62, Jesus confessed that He was 
the Son of God, the Christ. But in that time 
one’s testimony could not be held against him. 
Other evidence was required.

In Mark 14:63, the high priest rent his 
clothes. This act indicated he had heard 
blasphemy, a high crime. But this prejudicial 
act by the judge was out of order.

In Mark 14:64, the court brought a 
unaminous verdict of guilty. But according to 
Jewish law this indicated a conspiracy when 
no one felt the accused was innocent.

In Mark 14:65, Christ the accused was 
mistreated. A court room wAs not the place 
for physical violence.

In Mark 15:1, the Sanhedrin reconfirmed 
their decision. But they had not let 24 hours 
pass for reflection.

Ten times man broke his own law, to break 
the back of Jesus, and break the heart of God._

So, in an unusual place, in an unusual way, 
we again see vividly, God loves us.

Songer is pastor of Central Baptist Church, 
Chattanooga.

CHURCH FURNITURE 
From Factory to Church 

RAINSVILLE CHURCH PEW
COMPANY

Route No. 1, Box 405
Rainsville, Ala. 35986 

Phone 205-638-2467 or 638-3882 
Also we upholster old pews.

The Seven Last 
Words of Christ

Presented by 80-voice choir 
and 46-piece orchestra 

Full costumed dramatization 
Sat., April 7 at 2 p.m.
arid Sun., April 8 at 

7:30 p.m.

BLUEGRASS
BAPTIST CHURCH

235 Indian Lake Rd. 
Hendersonville, Tenn.

Hyatt Regency (Convention Headquarters Hotel), 939 Ridge Lake Blvd. Memphis, 
Attention: Frank Kirchberg
Telephone (901) 761-1234 (325 rooms committed) 2 persons-$42.00 Suites-$100.00

r ' ' ' 3 persons—$46.00

1 person—$40.00 4 persons—$48.00

Ramada Inn East, 5225 Summer Avenue, Memphis, 
Attention: Judi Whittington.
Telephone (901) 682-7691 (75 rooms committed)

1 person—$26.00
2 persons—$31.00 
($5.00 each additional person)

Holiday Inn Poplar, Poplar Avenue at Interstate 40, Memphis, 1 person—$30.00
Attention: Fred Wright 2 persons—$38.00
Telephone (901) 682-7881 (25 rooms committed) ($4.00 for each

additional person)

Holiday Inn Macon Road, 5101 Shelby Oaks Drive, Memphis, 
Attention: Manager 
Telephone (901) 388-7050 (49 rooms committed)

Holiday Inn Holiday City, 3728 Lamar Ave., Memphis, 
Attention: Manager.
Telephone (901) 363-1300 (48 rooms committed)

Admiral Benbow, 4720 Summer, Memphis, 
Attention: Mrs. Worthington
Telephone (901) 482-4601 (50 rooms committed)

Double room—$32.00
Twin room—$32.00

Twin Room—$32.39

1 person, 1 bed—$18.00
2 persons, 1 bed—$22.00
3 persons, 2 beds—$25.00
4 persons, 2 beds—$31.00

(All prices plus tax. Rates subject to change.)

OFFICIAL RESERVATION CARD

NAME

STREET ADDRESS PHONE NUMBER

CITY STATE ZIP CODE

FIRM

FIRM ADDRESS

CITY

WILL ARRIVE ON______

WILL DEPART ON______

STATE

DATE

After
3 P.M. AT

Before
1 P.M. AT

ZIP CODE

M.

TIME
M.

DATE
Rooms will be held until 6 P.M. on date of arrival, 
please send $25.00 or written company guarantee.

TIME
For late arrival,

TENNESSEE BAPTIST 
CONVENTION

November 12-15, 1979 
________________________ GROUP CODE NO 
SCHEDULE OF RATES

To insure accomodation and group rate...Card MUST 
be received 15 DAYS prior to arrival.
★Availability of suites subject to reconfirmation.

Single Occupancy (1 person)

Double Occupancy (2 persons)

*Suites

Additional person (each)

Names of additional person(s) sharing room:
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Woman's curiosity begins ministry 
at Louisiana center for retarded

ALEXANDRIA, La. (BP)—Yvonne Deville 
wondered if anyone was ministering to 
residents of the Pecan Grove Training Center 
as she passed it each day.

She inquired about two years ago and the 
result is a weekly program at the rural River
view Baptist Church for the 120 mentally 
retarded residents of the center.

Lindsey Burns, pastor of Riverview, said 15 
to 20 residents come to the church one day a 
week. “At first they were withdrawn. Now 
they participate in the activities with in
terest,” he said.

A bus from the center arrives about 9 a.m.
but a “line starts forming in the hall at the 
center about an hour before that,” workers 
said.

Burns said the church’s primary approach 
is to show God’s love by being interested in 
them and by telling Bible stories and leading 
action-songs where they can participate.

“Sometimes a group may be quiet or some 
may talk. Some say words of a prayer as we 
pray,” Burns said. “We try to teach them on 
their level of understanding that God loves 
them.”

The church, with a Sunday School enroll-

“A good man obtaineth favour of the 
Lord” (Prov. 12:2).

LITTLE GIANT 
_____The name to remember for_____

FIBERGLASS BAPTISTRIES 
SPIRES—CROSSES 

WATER HEATERS
KRINKLGLAS 

WINDOWS
Church credit plans available 

Free colored brochure 
LITTLE GIANT MANUFACTURING CO., INC. 
Dept. 6 / Box 518 / Orange, Texas 77630

Phone: 713-883-4246

JESUS of
NAZARETH

By William Barclay
149 pages of full-color photographs • $14.95

Order from your Baptist Book Store 
« WILLIAM COLLINS PUBLISHERS, INC.

ment of 135, budgets about $300 per year for 
gifts and supplies to support the ministry. 
Many of the members donate items for gifts 
and prizes.

In addition to the Wednesday program, the 
church sponsors a monthly birthday party for 
all residents at the center and an annual 
Christmas party.

Joyce Turner, Pecan Grove director of 
.training, said of the program at the church: 
“They are so loved there. The real learning is 
that the church cares, that the church is a 
good place to go.”

Radio-TV Commission 
dedicates new studio

FORT WORTH, Texas (BP)—The Southern 
Baptist Radio and Television Commission 
recently dedicated a new radio studio which 
will enable the commission to eventually pro
duce all of its seven major radio programs in 
stereo.

“It was a step we’ve needed to take for a 
long time,” said Buddy Brown, technical 
supervisor/audio. “Many of the stations 
which carry our programs have been asking 
us to provide them with stereo tapes. This was 
something we had to do or many would have 
stopped using our shows. Also, AM radio sta
tions across the nation have been anticipating 
a proposed switch from mono to stereo 
sound.”

Jim Rupe, asistant vice-president for radio, 
said the new studio will help make the shows 
more appealing to station managers. “And 
when you’re competing with both religious 
and secular broadcasters for public service 
time you’ve got to be as good or better than 
the best,” said Rupe.

Write for free 
Brochure BAPTISMAL

POOLS
Fiberglass Church 

Products
(615)87 5-0679

3511 Hixson Pike. Chattanooga, TN 37415

WOLFE BROS. & CO. 
A PINEY FLATS, TENN, 

wn Manufacturers of DISTINCT!1
■ CHURCH FURNITURE

The greatest story 
ever told... the 
film that rivals 
the finest religious 
art... yours to 
treasure forever in 
this magnificent 
volume
With a reverent text and breath
taking pictures from the film’s 
finest sequences, this stunning 
book vividly portrays the inten
sity, the strength, the reality of 
the life of Jesus. “Powerful and 
graphic... brings people a per
sonal knowledge of Jesus as 
Savior and Lord.”

-PAUL M. STEVENS 
Southern Baptist Radio and 

Television Commission

UNIFORM SERIES
Lesson for Sunday, April 8

Celebrate and proclaim
By Carolyn D. Blevins 

instructor, religion department 
Carson-Newman College, Jefferson City 

Basic Passage: 1 Corinthians 11 
Focal Passage: I Corinthians 11:20-34

My grandfather refused it. Our younger 
daughter begs for it. Sometimes I’ve gone 
through its motions without thinking about it. 
What in the world is “it” that produces such 
varied reactions? The Lord’s Supper.

Several years ago we belonged to a church 
whose observance of 
the Lord’s. Supper 
must have set some 
world speed record. 
Nearly a thousand 
people rushed through 
the communion ex
perience in about ten 
minutes in order to 
have it completed 
before our service was 
broadcast over the 
radio. Somehow the Blevins

Lord’s Supper was never meaningful to me in 
that church.

The church in Corinth had a problem with 
their observance of the Lord’s Supper also. 
Their problem was of a different nature.

Worshipful behavior: I Cor. 11:2-16 ^celebration at Corinth contradicted all theSeveral improper worship practices . , . , c ,r r r memorial stood for. The observance wasplagued the Corinthian church. In the first 
part of this passage Paul addressed women 
specifically. They were not wearing their 
veils. In the first century appearing unveiled 
was a serious matter. Unveiled women were 
not respected.

When Christian women failed to wear veils, 
they ran the risk of undermining the church’s 
respectability. Worship was too vital to be 
threatened by such behavior.

Inconsistent behavior: I Cor. 11:17-22
A more serious matter concerned the 

church’s observance of the Lord’s Supper. 
Paul accused the Corinthians of having a 
Lord’s Supper that did more harm than good 
(v. 17). It was an astonishing charge! Paul ex
plained the basis for his charge.

To begin with the spirit of community was 
absent. Cliques prevailed. Some differences 
within the group were expected. However, 
differences and division'were two different 
things. The Greek world was full of barriers: 
Jew and Gentile, free man and slave, Roman 
and non-Roman, cultured and ignorant, male 
and female. The Church of Christ opposed 
barriers. In fact it was to be a refuge from 
them.

The divisions or groups in the church at 
Corinth operated like cliques. Cliques were 
barriers to fellowship. They excluded rather 
than included others. The cliques even existed 
at the Lord’s Supper of all places. There was 
no sense of community in their communion.

In the early church observing the Lord’s 
Supper was not merely sipping wine and 
eating unleavened bread. Each family 
brought food and pooled it with food other 
families had prepared. They called the meal a 
Love Feast. We call it a covered dish supper. 
It was a lovely custom which fostered genuine 
Christian fellowship.

The Love Feast at Corinth had degenerated 
into an exercise in gluttony. Some of the Cor
inthian folk were very poor. The best meals 
they ate were likely the Love Feasts. The 
common meal was an opportunity for the rich 
to share their food with their less fortunate 
friends.

Instead, the rich apparently arrived early

and kept their food to themselves. When the 
poorer members arrived they had little to eat. 
Meanwhile, the rich folk stuffed themselves. 
They must have drunk far too much wine with 
their meal for Paul noted some of them 
became drunk. Some Christians groaned 
from the discomfort of stuffed bellies. Others 
suffered from pangs of hunger. And they 
called it Communion of Love Feast! Paul was 
astounded!

Meaningful Celebration: I Cor. 11:23-34
Jesus observed the Last Supper with His 

disciples at Passover. Passover was a 
highlight of the Jewish year. Jews recalled 
and celebrated the deliverance of their 
forefathers from slavery in Egypt.

Jesus’ death brought man a new and more 
significant deliverance. Now man was. 
delivered from the slavery of sin. An old ' 
Jewish festival took on new significance for 
Christians..

Experiencing the Lord’s Supper pro
claimed the gospel of deliverance from sin. It 
was a high hour of worship. The selfish 

meant to be a time for examination, renewal, 
and proclamation. The Corinthians turned it. 
into a greedy social event. They robbed some 
members of needed food and fellowship. At 
the same time, they robbed themselves of 
rich meaning and fellowship not only with 
each other but also with God. In their 
selfishness they were short-changing 
themselves. The Corinthians were missing 
out on one of the Christian’s richest worship 
experiences!

The Love Feast needed to satisfy spiritual 
hunger even more than physical hunger. It '. 
was a time to celebrate and proclaim. What 
were the Corinthians really celebrating? And 
what was the message they were proclaim
ing?

Today the Lord’s Supper is not merely a 
covered dish supper. But there are dangers in 
our observance too. Do we come to it with a 
spirit of celebration? Is it sometimes void of 
meaning? What is the message we proclaim 
in our celebration? How can we experience 
meaningful remembrance rather than empty 
ritual? What are the barriers to spiritual 
feasting? How can we experience community 
in our communion? Will our celebration pro
claim spiritual poverty or spiritual 
enrichment?

Taiwanese visit, ask 
prayers for peace

RICHMOND, Va.—Five members of a 
Christian goodwill delegation from Taiwan 
expressed concern for maintaining relations 
with Christians in America during a visit with 
representatives of the Southern Baptist 
Foreign Mission Board.

Chief Delegate Gen. Samuel S.C. Wu ex
plained the purpose of their visit was “to tell 
our American friends that we still remain as 
friends of the United States and want to do 
everything possible to continue our relation
ship and friendship.” He also asked that 
Americans “pray for peace and freedom in 
Taiwan.”

The only Baptist among the group, Wen- 
Shan Hung, chairman of the Chinese Baptist 
Convention and pastor of Praise Baptist 
Church in Taipei, emphasized that their “goal 
is to work together more happily (with Chris
tians in the United States.”

Baker J. Cauthen, executive director of the 
board, expressed hope that God would use 
President Jimmy Carter’s decision to 
establish official diplomatic relations with 
mainland China as a means to turn Taiwan 
and ultimately all of Asia to Christianity.

i
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LIFE AND WORK SERIES
Lesson for Sunday, April 8

When church members disagree
By Bob C. Hardison, pastor 

Calvary Baptist Church, Nashville 
Basic Passage: Romans 14:1-15:13
Focal Passages: Romans 14:1-4, 10, 13-17; 15: 1-3,7

Any time a group of people get together, 
there will be differences of opinions. These 
differences will arise whether it be in a large 
family, club, church, or in politics. The poten
tial for friction is especially present in a 
church that has a democratic form of govern
ment and holds to the 
priesthood of believers 
as Baptists do.

I have observed that 
in most instances 
these differences do 
not arise over major 
doctrinal matters but 
are concerned with 
finances, customs, and 
traditions within the 
congregation. Such 
differences may harm 

However, if one feels the meat is unclean, it 
would be a sin for him to eat it. When one does 
what he considers to be wrong, then he has 
violated what he understands to be God’s will. 
Furthermore, if a Christian brother who does 
not think it is wrong to eat meat encourages 
another who feels it is wrong to do so, then he 
has caused his brother to sin (v. 15).

The strong in faith are to consider what 
their actions of eating meat would do to the 
weaker brethren. If in eating meat, it would 
“grieve” or injure others, out of Christian 
love they should refrain from this freedom. 
Christian love does not insist on its rights to 
the detriment of everyone else. The final test 
of what is right or wrong is “how will my do-

Hardison

or help the fellowship, depending on the way 
they are handled. In the lesson for today, Paul 
deals with a problem of fellowship concerning 
both the matter of diet and the observance of 
certain holy days. Paul’s suggestions in seek
ing to solve these problems can serve as prin
ciples for us in dealing with our differences. 
Respect for those who differ (Rom. 14:1-4,10)

Apparently, there was a division in the 
church at Rome concerning the eating of 
meat that had been offered to pagan gods. In 
many pagan religions, the worshippers offer 
meat to their idols. As a part of their worship 
they would eat the meat sacrificed. Unused 
portions of the sacrifice were sold in the but
cher shops. A minority of the church regarded 
eating this meat as verging on idol worship. 
The majority felt that pagan gods were 
nothing and that it would do no harm to eat 
the meat. Paul deals with this issue extensive
ly in I Cor. 8; 10:19-33.

In verses 1 and 2 Paul asked the strong in 
faith to welcome the weak in faith as equals. 
They were to receive them as Christian 
brothers and not for the purpose of debating 
with them over their respective opinions. 
“The one (who) believeth that he may eat all 
things” refers to ones who emphasized their 
Christian freedom. They did not see Chris
tianity as a matter of rules and regulations. 
They believed that no wholesome food was 
restricted to them. “Another, who is weak, 
eateth herbs” refers to the one who would eat 
only “herbs.” This group were so opposed to “ 
eating any meat that might have been offered 
to idols that they were probably vegetarians.

Paul told those who “eateth” the meat not 
to “despise” those who do not. He told those 
who opposed the eating of meat to “judge not 
him that eateth: for God hath received him” 
(v. 3).

This is illustrated in a miniparable. “Who 
art thou that judgest another man’s servant? 
to his own master he standeth or falleth” 
(v. 4). No one had a right to judge a slave ex
cept the owner of him. God is the Lord of meat 
eaters and abstainers. Only God is in a posi
tion to justify or condemn. Therefore, no 
Christian has a right to judge another Chris
tian. Paul reminds us in verse 10 that we all 
will stand before the judgment seat of Christ.

Helpfulness in conduct (Rom. 14:13-17)
In verses 13-17 Paul counsels the strong in 

faith to help rather than hinder the weak. He 
told them not to “put a stumbling block or an 
occasion to fall in his brother’s way.” Out of 
Christian love, one should not assert his rights 
to the detriment of the weak. A Christian 
should test his actions not by how they affect 
him but how they will affect others.

After much consideration of meat offered to 
idols, Paul concluded that within itself no food 
was unclean. The meat offered to idols was 
not contaminated. Perhaps, he was reminded 
of Jesus’ words to the Pharisees concerning 
eating with unwashed hands. “There is 
nothing without a man, that entering into him 
can defile him: but the things which come out 
of him, those are they that defile the man” 
(Mark 7:15).

ing this affect others?” Paul adds that “the 
Kingdom of God is not meat and drink,” but is 
of such weightier matters of “righteousness, 
and peace, and joy in the Holy Ghost” (v. 17). 
Following Christ’s example (Rom. 15:1-3, 7)

Paul based his ideas of helpfulness in Chris
tian conduct on the example of Christ. He 
clearly identified himself with the strong in 
saying, “We then that are strong ought to 
bear the infirmities of the weak” (v. 1). 
“Ought” means that the strong are under 
obligation to lend support to the weak. “To 
bear the infirmities of the weak” involves two 
ideas. The strong are to endure or put up with 
the weakness of the weak. Also, the idea of 
seeking to strengthen the weaker brother’s 
faith through teaching is present.

In the meantime, the strong are not to 
please themselves but are to “please his 
neighbor for his good to edification” (v. 2). 
Rather than seeking to please their own in
terests, they were to build up the other fellow. 
A mature Christian does not seek to assert his 
rights over a weaker brother. Maturity dic
tates that the strong are to accommodate the 
weak while at the same time patiently and 
diligently teaching them in a better way. Paul

BOWLING UNITED INDUSTRIES
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sets Christ up as their example. Christ did not 
seek to please Himself but rather sought the 
good of others (v. 3). This was the whole 
posture of His life.

In his closing admonition, Paul asked them 
to “receive one another, as Christ also re
ceived us” (v. 7). Both the strong and the 
weak were to be welcomed in the fellowship. 
While differences will always exist within the 
church, criticism and arguments should give 
way to brotherly love. Both the strong and 
weak, the majority and the minority should 
love one another and respect each other’s 
ideas. And in it all they should let the love of 
God encircle their differences and bind them 
together.

P.O. BOX 2250 DANVILLE, VA. 24541 
PHONE 1804) 797-3277

STATE ZIP
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Man finds friend not crazy—just Christian
By Jim Newton

LOS ANGELES (BP)-When Ernest Park 
knocked on Dan Moon's apartment door in 
Los Angeles 12 years ago, he was trying to 
find out if Moon was crazy or something.

And if anyone had told him that knocking on 
Moon’s door would start a chain of events that 
would eventually lead Park to become pastor 
of one of the fastest growing Baptist churches 
in California, he’d probably have responded: 
“You’re crazy!”

Today, Park is pastor of the Korean Baptist 
Mission in Santa Ana, Calif., and Moon is con
sultant on Asian Americans and Interna
tionals for the Southern Baptist Home Mission 
Board language missions department and 
also language missions consultant for the SBC 
Brotherhood Commission.

Park and Moon had attended high school 
together in Seoul, Korea, and when Moon’s 
parents found out Park was going to the 
United States 12 years ago, they asked him to 
visit their son.

Moon’s parents were afraid their son had

On Matters of

Family Living
By B. David Edens

Director, Marriage and Family Program 
Stephens College, Columbia, MO 65201

TV commercials play 
on child’s immaturity

Before advertising agencies attempt to 
harpoon child customers with a TV com
mercial, they identify kids’ weak spots by 
studying child development research. Once 
they’ve pinpointed the differences between 
children’s mental, and emotional responses 
and adults’ reactions, they have their target 
area.

It may be smart business to construct TV 
commercials on the foundation of child 
development data, but it’s dirty pool, two 
psychologists told the Federal Trade Com
mission’s hearings. There is no way young 
children can defend themselves against the 
pressure of advertising dedicated to the 
exploitation of immaturity.

Canadian child psychologist Kenneth 
O’Bryan, testifying at the hearing, stressed 
the sophistication of sales techniques that 
play on children’s susceptibility to color, 
light, and sound. Eye movement cameras and 
polygraph equipment are among the hard
ware used to gather the data on which the 
commercial’s approach is based.

“Instead of selling toys to the parents, 
advertisers are selling them directly to five- 
year-olds, who, in turn, sell their parents on 
the product,” Dr. O’Bryan pointed out.

Kids are believers
This is permitted despite research findings 

showing that children under seven are not 
capable of understanding that TV com
mercials are not true to life, Dr. Rubert 
Liebert, a psychologist who has been studying 
TV’s effects on children for 12 years, told the 
FTC. Children truly believe that commercials 
exist to help the viewer, he is convinced. 
Therefore, the cunning use of authority 
figures to make the sales pitch can “create in
excusable conflict” between parents and 
children.

If, for example, the authority figure on the 
screen states that cupcakes and candy are 
good for you and the parent flatly disagrees, 
the child is trapped between two opposite 
viewpoints held by grownups he wants to 
trust.

No matter how many TV commercials a 
young child sees, he or she is developmentally 
unable to understand that persuasion techni
ques are being used, Liebert emphasizes.

Both psychologists believe that “nothing 
short of a ban” on commercials aimed at 
young children will end the conflict between 
business interests and the best interests of 
U.S. youngsters.

lost his sanity when he wrote saying he was 
planning to go to Golden Gate Baptist 
Theological Seminary to study for the 
ministry. They couldn’t understand why such 
a smart young man with a promising future 
would want to become pastor of a Christian 
church.

Park soon realized Moon was not crazy, just 
deeply committed to a new-found faith in 
Jesus Christ.

Four years later, after much prayer by 
friends and members of Berendo Street Bap
tist Church where Moon attended, Park found 
the same faith.

Now Park is pastor of the Korean Baptist 
mission at Bristol Street Baptist Church in 
Santa Ana.

In the last two-and-a-half years, he has bap
tized more than 180 converts, almost all of

Family in trouble, but faith 
provides hope, seminar says

ORLANDO, Fla.(BP)—The American 
family is in deep trouble.

That appeared to be the conclusion, if not 
the general assumption, expressed by a 
parade of speakers at a national Southern 
Baptist seminar on family life.

Yet despite some ominous forecasts, 
strongly-worded warnings, sharp criticism, 
and occasional disagreement, all of the 
speakers agreed that the family will survive 
and that the church can help—if it is willing to 
get its hand dirty.

First Lady Rosalynn Carter voiced that opi
nion in the opening session of the conference 
sponsored by the Christian Life Commission 
of the Southern Baptist Convention and at
tended by over 750 persons from 25 states.

Quoting Ralph Waldo Emerson’s statment 
that “the lesson of life is to believe what the 
years and the centuries say against the 
hours,” Mrs. Carter said that while “the 
hours say the family is in trouble, the cen
turies say that the family will survive.”

Mrs. Carter, scheduled to make a personal 
appearance at the seminar, spoke via 
telephone so she could be present at the sign
ing of the Egypt-Israel peace treat in 
Washington on the same day. She claimed 
that in an age of drastic, rapid change, “the 
family alone provides the basic place to 
stand.”

Pollster George Gallup Jr. and family 
specialist Wallace Denton of Purdue Univer
sity sounded similar positive notes in their ad
dresses.

Gallup, whose organization has done exten
sive research on trends in the American 
family, cited statistics from recent surveys as 
evidence that the family is here to stay. 
“Three women in four in the United States 
say marriage and children are among the im
portant elements that would provide the ideal 
life for them,” Gallup noted, pointing out that 
the survey results defy popular stereotypes.

He added that surveys show that “91 per
cent of the American people—including the 
overwhelming majority of young adults—say 
they would welcome more emphasis on tradi
tional family ties in the years ahead.”

Gallup urged a “team effort between 
parents and clergy to deepen spiritual values 
in the home and deal specifically with certain 
problems such as alcohol abuse, which call 
for immediate attention.”

Denton outlined possible future trends for 
families, predicting a decrease in the next 20 
years in “traditional families comprised of 
the mother, father and their dependent 
children” and increases in the divorce rate 
and the number of cohabitating couples, solo 
parents and term marriages. The church, he 
said, must address itself to these anticipated 
changes if it is to help families in the future.

Denton and sociology professor Sarah 
Frances Anders of Louisiana College, 
Pineville, La., pleaded for the church to con
sider singleness as much a “family” as the 

them new immigrants from Korea. It is one of 
the fastest growing churches in California, 
ranking 14th in the state with 86 baptisms last 
year. About 230 regularly attend worship ser
vices.

Norman Ford, pastor of the Bristol Street 
church, has high words of praise for Park. 
“He works 26 hours a day, seven days a 
week,” Ford says in amazement. “He does 
social work, serves as an interpreter, pro
vides transportation to Koreans who can’t 
drive, finds jobs for new arrivals, helps them 
fill out immigration papers and other legal 
documents, visits—he just does everything 
imaginable.”

Even though the Korean church at Bristol 
Street is growing rapidly, it can hardly keep 
pace with the speed of immigration. Park 
estimates that between 200 and 500 Koreans 
arrive every day at Los Angeles International 

traditional, nuclear family. Anders, noting 
that society has historically considered non
marriage a deviancy equated with “a harelip, 
retardation, or leprosy,” urged the church 
toward a broader acceptance of singleness.

Divergent opinions were presented in a 
"dialogue” between anti-Equal Rights 
Amendment leader Phyllis Schlafly and Har
vard theologian Harvey Cox on the impact of 
the women’s movement on family life.

Schlafly proclaimed that the fruits of ERA 
would have “devastating effects on moral, 
legal and economic integrity of the family 
unit.” Schlafly, who was given a courteous 
but mixed response by the seminar par- 
ticipatns, declared that the women’s libera
tion movement “inculcates women with an in
feriority complex” by destroying their self- 
esteem and casts men in the role of the 
“enemy.”

Cox, on the other hand, expressed support 
for the ERA, but admitted some disillusion
ment with the “distortions” in the women’s 
movement. He said the women’s movement 
“is too timid, not quite cosmic enough, not 
sufficiently sweeping in its goals” and called 
for a broader view of liberation of women 
than ERA.

Basing his observations on the Bible, Cox 
declared, “I believe God created men and 
women to live in mutual submission. We see 
around us distortion and alienation which 
results from sin...We don’t have to opt out of 
being male or female to savor the original 
concept of God’s plan for mutuality between 
the sexes.”

Meanwhile, two prominent Southern Bap
tists strongly chided Southern Baptist 
ministry to families and then collided over 
their view on whether government can imple
ment the Judeo-Christian ethic in serving 
families.

Kenneth Chafin, pastor of Houston’s South 
Main Baptist Church, said Charles Petty of 
Raleigh, N.C., who declared Baptist should 
turn to the resources of government to help 
troubled families, may still be “at first blush 
in the governor’s mansion” by making that 
assertion. Six months earlier, Petty left his 
position with the North Carolina Baptist 
Christian Life and Public Affairs Council to 
direct N.C. Gov. James Hunt’s office of 
citizen affairs.

Responding to his former professor at 
Southwestern Baptist Theological Seminary, 
Petty, who actively supports ministry of the 
local church and said he does not view 
government as the solution to all family pro
blems, declared: “Government, left to itself, 
is demonic,” but it is “ordained by God.” 
Baptists, he said, have often left the arena of 
politics and government to others.

District Court Judge Oswin Chrisman of 
Dallas, Texas, a member of the same panel 
featuring Petty and Chafin, entered the 
discussion, declaring that Baptists “are in
hibited by a silent pulpit” in the area of 
family life.

Airport. Most stay in the L.A. area.
About 20,000 Koreans, he estimates, live in 

Orange County where Santa Ana is located, 
about 35 miles southwest of Los Angeles.

“The Korean people are very responsive, 
very willing to accept Christ,” Park says. 
“They feel very alone when they first arrive 
here, and their minds are open to new 
things.”

Once they become Christians, they are ex
tremely dedicated,.he adds. A dozen or more 
members of the Santa Ana Korean church 
meet every day at 5 a.m. for an early- 
morning prayer service.

Usually, there is an all-night prayer 
meeting on Friday nights.

Not only are the people very evangelistic, 
they are strong supporters of the church 
financially. Faced with crowded conditions at 
the Bristol Street facilities, the Santa Ana 
Korean Baptist Mission members have 
pledged and given more than $250,000 to a 
building fund to buy property and build a new 
building in Irvine, about 15 miles from Santa 
Ana.

Moon, Asian missions consultant for the 
Home Mission Board, says what is happening 
at the Santa Ana Korean church is typical of 
what is happening in Korean Baptist con
gregations throughout California and the rest 
of the nation.

Moon estimates there are at least five 
Korean Baptist congregations in California 
that are in the midst of fund campaigns or 
building programs to construct their own wor
ship facilities. There are 24 Korean Baptist 
congregations in California, and all but four 
currently meet in shared facilities with 
another Baptist church.

There are about 100 Korean Baptist 
churches throughout the nation. “Korean 
Baptist mission work is booming,” Moon 
declares. “It’s like a modern-day Pentecost.”

CHRISTIAN LIFE COMMISSION, SBC
HIGH ON GASOHOL—“The oil crunch in 

the U.S. has sparked renewed interest in 
gasohol—a nine-to-one mixture of gasoline 
and 200-proof grain alcohol. The gasohol 
business is booming now in the Midwest, but 
whether the new fuel catches on nationwide 
depends in large part on subsidies from the 
federal government. Some 500 filling stations 
(mostly in Iowa and Illinois) sold six-million 
gallons of gasohol in January—up from 
2.6-million gallons the month before. 
Nebraska and Missouri plan to build gasohol 
plants to increase supply, but at the moment, 
the U.S. only has the capacity to supply 
200-million gallons a year—which represents 
less than two-tenths of one percent of total 
gasoline demand.”

(Newsweek, March 19, 1979)

CRIME IS CRIME—“Senator Charles H. 
Percy of Illinois has found Americans far 
more concerned about street crimes than 
other crimes, he says, although ‘the white col
lar criminal can be just as much a thief as the 
mugger in the street.’ At a recent meeting of 
the National Black Policemen’s Association 
in Chicago, Percy commented on the fact that 
the average bank robber nets $10,000 and the 
average computer crime yields $193,000 while 
the average street robbery nets $338 and the 
average arson for profit $6,403.”

(The Tennessean, March 12,1979)

TEXAS CHILD ABUSE SURVEY—“One 
person in seven who responded to a recent 
Texas survey has reported experiencing 
abuse or neglect in childhood. The report, 
commissioned by the Texas Council of Child 
Welfare Boards, also predicted that more 
than 283,000 and perhaps as many as 400,000 
Texas children under the age of 15 were likely 
to be victims of child abuse this year.”

(The New York Times, February 18, 1979)


