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Bold missions rally slated for SBC
Houston to host 
June sessions

HOUSTON, Texas (BP)—Southern Baptists 
will dedicate more than 1,000 missionaries in 
a service broadcast by satellite and elect a 
new president when they convene in Houston 
for the 122nd annual session of the 134-year 
old Southern Baptist Convention.

The sessions will run June 12-14 at The Sum
mit and the Astrodome but activities and 
meetings related to it will get underway Sun
day afternoon, June 10.

After sessions all day Tuesday, June 12, and 
Wednesday morning, June 13, in The Summit, 
the SBC session will move to the Astrodome 
for the Wednesday evening session for a 
massive Bold Mission Thrust Rally.

The rally, featuring a closing address by 
Evangelist Billy Graham, will highlight the 
convention. It is expected to draw about 50,000 
people to the Astrodome and an estimated 
200,000 persons to rallies in some 10 cities

Kendall names committee 
to sell Belmont Plaza

An 11-member committee has been named 
by convention president W. Fred Kendall II to 
dispose of the property of Belmont Plaza, a 
123-unit highrise apartment for senior adults 
in Nashville.

At a called special session of the Tennessee 
Baptist Convention in Nashville April 5, the 
messengers voted “to sell or to transfer” the 
financially-plagued facility. The motion 
passed at the convention asked the TBC presi
dent to name a committee to carry out the 
sale or transfer at the discretion of the TBC 
Executive Board.

Kendall has enlisted the seven members of 
the Special Study Committee, who had been 
authorized by the Executive Board to present 
all possibilities to the April 5 convention, to 
serve on this new committee. In addition, he 
has named four other members. Kendall and 
Executive Board president Gerald Stow will 
be ex officio members.

The four additions are:
Russell Birmingham, Nashville physican 

and a member of Brook Hollow Baptist 
Church;

Robert E. Horrell, Memphis businessman 
who is a member of Union Avenue Baptist 
Church;

Jack McEwen; pastor of Chattanooga’s 
First Baptist Church;

James Winters, Nashville businessman and 
a member of Belmont Heights Baptist 
Church.

Kendall has asked Bill Coles to serve as 
chairman of the new committee. He is a 
Nashville banker and a member of Belmont 
Heights Baptist Church. He was chairman of 
the Special Study Committee.

Other members of the Special Study Com
mittee who have been enlisted for the new 
committee are:

James Austin, pastor of First Baptist 
Church, Rogersville;

Paul Durham, pastor of Radnor Baptist 
Church, Nashville;

Ed Harris, Knoxville businessman, a

SBC SITE—The Summit, a 17,200-seat sports arena in Houston, Texas, will be the 
location of the 1979 session of the Southern Baptist Convention, June 12-14. The 
Wednesday night Bold Mission service will be held in the Astrodome.

around the nation where the televised service 
will broadcast by satellite, according to SBC 
President Jimmy R. Allen of San Antonio.

Allen and Carolyn Weatherford, executive 
director of the Southern Baptist Woman’s 

member of Central Baptist Church, Bearden;
Frank Ingraham, Franklin attorney, a 

member of Belmont Heights Baptist Church, 
Nashville;

Paul Shell, pastor of Georgian Hills Baptist 
Church, Memphis;

Paul Williams, pastor of Englewood Baptist 
Church, Jackson.

Coles said that he hopes the committee can 
have its first meeting within the next week to 
get started on the task assigned by the con
vention. He said that he and Tom Madden, 
TBC executive secretary, have received a 
number of inquiries from potential buyers 
since it was learned that the messengers had 
voted to sell or to transfer Belmont Plaza.

Shuttle buses slated for SBC
HOUSTON (BP)—Parking will not exist during daytime sessions when thousands of 

messengers converge on the Summit in Houston for the Southern Baptist Convention 
annual meeting June 12-14.

Commuter automobiles fill the acres of parking around the Summit during the day. 
Only after 6 p.m. will those spaces be available for the cars of messengers.

Therefore, a massive transport system involving up to 100 buses gathered from 
around Texas will shuttle messengers between their hotels and meeting places, 
primarily the Summit. Buses also will run to the Astrodome for the Wednesday night 
session.

Convention manager Tim Hedquist says buses will run continuously from 7:30 a.m. 
to 10 p.m. and will be numbered and color-coded for easy identification.

Parking will be available at nearby Rice Stadium which will be a transfer point. 
Those who drive from their hotel will park at the stadium for one dollar, then catch a 
shuttle to the Summit for a dollar per person.

Messengers who do not have cars will catch a bus at their hotel for one dollar, ride to 
Rice Stadium where they will catch a shuttle for another dollar. Some routes will run 
directly from the hotels to the Summit for two dollars, depending on the location of the 
hotel. Return trips cost an additional two dollars.

On paper, the shuttle system is “quick, but expensive,” Hedquist says. Most of the 
rides will be only 10 minutes, and he says the cost of a taxi from downtown to the Summit 
approaches six dollars.

Hedquist cautions that Houston prides itself on having the best towing service in the 
country, and officials there don’t hesitate to tow unauthorized cars from parking spaces. 
“There is absolutely no parking at the Summit during the day,” he says. “At night, park
ing is free, and there’s plenty of it.”

Missionary Union, Birmingham, Ala., will 
lead the dedication service for 1,000 
volunteers who have signed up for one or 
more years mission service. Graham will 
preach a sermon on Bold Mission Thrust, the 
SBC plan to present the gospel of Jesus to the 
world by the year 2000, and will lead an invita- 
tion for additional persons in attendance to 
respond publicly to the call of missionary ser
vice.

The Bold Mission Thrust Rally will also in
clude music by an 8,000-voice choir under the 
direction of Cliff Barrows of the Graham 
team, a procession of flags of nations and 
states where Southern Baptists have mis
sionaries. The rally will likewise include 
reports of the SBC Home and Foreign Mission 
Board by executive directors William G. Tan
ner and Baker J. Cauthen, along with the 
testimonies of missions personnel.

More than 18,000 persons from around the 
nation are expected to register for the conven
tion, which last year in Atlanta registered an 
all-time record of 22,872.

Allen, pastor of First Baptist Church, San 
Antionio, who will step down after two years 
in the office, will deliver the annual 

president’s address at the opening session. 
June 12, and will preside.

Other program features include Jim Me- 
Conn, mayor of Houston, who will welcome 
messengers; the convention sermon by 
William Hinson, pastor of First Baptist 
Church, New Orleans, La.; and addresses by 
Charles Colson, former White House staff 
assistant who now runs a Christian ministry 
for prisoners; Porter W. Routh, executive 
secretary-treasurer of the SBC Executive 
Committee, Nashville, Tenn.; Jerry Clower, 
country humorist from Yazoo City, Miss.; 
Emmanuel Scott, a black Baptist pastor from 
Los Angeles, Calif.; and Cauthen.

Routh, who will retire after 28 years as both 
executive secretary-treasurer of the Ex
ecutive Committee and treasurer of the SBC, 
will make his last appearance in these 
capacities. Besides his address, he will also 
present the annual report of the Executive 
Committee.

The convention’s theme, said James L. 
Pleitz, chairman of the committee on order of 
business, is “Bold Mission While It Is Yet 
Day!” Pleitz. pastor of Park Cities Bantist 
Church, Dallas, Texas, said, “The aim of this 
year’s convention is to encourage persons to 
carry through on Bold Mission Thrust. The 
time has come when we must implement 
what we have talked about. The business of 
the convention is to do something about Bold 
Mission Thrust.”

Besides the business of Bold Mission 
Thrust, the convention will feature the usual 
sessions for conducting the business of the 
SBC, including presentation of a proposed 
$83-million Cooperative Program unified 
budget and a host of other business items and 
resolutions.

E. Warren Rust 
dies in Arizona

E. Warren Rust, former Tennessee pastor, 
denominational leader, and Home Mission 
Board staffer, died earlier this month in 
Arizona at the age of 63. He had had a lengthy 
bout with respiratory disease which ended in 
heart failure.

For the past eight years, Rust had been con
sultant for the SBC Home Mission Board 
metropolitan missions department.

In Tennessee, he had served as pastor of 
McCalla Avenue Baptist Church in Knoxville 
from 1949-58 and First Baptist Church in 
Cleveland from 1958-63. He left Tennessee to 
accept the pastorate of Tower Grove Baptist 
Church in St. Louis, Mo.

Active in state work, he was president of the 
Tennessee Baptist Convention, and a member 
of the board of trustees at Carson-Newman 
College, Jefferson City. Additionally he was 
on the board of trustees at Southern Baptist 
Theological Seminary, Louisville; on the ex
ecutive board of the Missouri Baptist Conven
tion, president of the state convention; and 
chairman of the board of trustees of Golden 
Gate Baptist Theological Seminary, Mill 
Valley, Calif.

Other denominational service was inclusion 
as a member of the Southern Baptist Conven
tion committee which, in 1962-63, drafted the 
“Baptist Faith and Message” statement later 
adopted by the convention.
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Religious communicators
see secrecy as problem

NEW YORK (BP)—The idea that the 
business of churches and religious institutions 
can be done in secret is “imprudent and 
downright impossible to carry out,” three of 
the nation’s best known religion editors told 
the 50th annual convention of the Religious 
Public Relations Council.

“The more interesting a story is, the more 
likely it is to come out,” Marjorie Hyer of the 
Washington Post said. “Secrecy in the church 
is a problem for the church, not for the 
press.”

She said reporters will find out the details of 
a story when they have the desire to do so. 
“What churches need to realize is that when a 
story breaks, that news and the way it is 
released reflects on the institution involved.”

Richard Ostling of Time magazine said 
more secrecy is associated with churches and 
religious institutions than most realize. 
“However, the situation is better than it was a 
few years ago,” he said.

The improvement can be traced to the 
move toward openness by the Roman 
Catholic Church, Ostling said, noting that a 
tendency still exists among many 
“mainstream Protestants to be defensive 
about the information they release.”

Ostling pointed out two ways to approach 
the question of openness as it relates to 
churches: “One is that it is smart to be open 
and, secondly, it is right, God’s will and 
justifiable for the people to know what is go
ing on.”

Kenneth A. Briggs of the New York Times 
expressed concern about increased use of the 
words “secrecy” and “privacy” by some 
religious bodies as they relate to the release 
of information.

He said the cloak of secrecy is often raised 
because of the attitude of self-preservation 
held by many churches; more competition 
among the so-called “growth churches” for 
dollars and members; and the heightening of 
the wall between the “world” and the 
religious community.

Briggs expressed reluctance to name the 
organizations he had in mind because 
“behavior in those organizations is not 
always consistent.” However, he did say it is 
“hard to get close to the Church of Jesus 
Christ of Latter-Day Saints and the Unifica
tion Church.”

He urged the public relations persons to 
develop a “working relationship” with 
members of the press. “It is perfectly possi
ble in most cases to talk to reporters about 
what can and cannot be said about a certain 
issue.”

Warren Day, of the National Council of 
Churches in New York, who moderated the

Georgetown staffer 
called to Jellico

Russell E. Bridges, director of development 
at Georgetown College in Georgetown, Ky. 
since 1971, was called as pastor of First Bap
tist Church in Jellico, Tenn.
The newly-named 

pastor is a graudate of 
Carson-Newman Col
lege in Jefferson City 
and Southern Baptist 
Theological Seminary, 
Louisville, Ky.

Prior to his service 
at the Georgetown col
lege, Bridges served 
at several other col
leges, with an 
associate in the stu Brldges

dent department of the General Association of 
Baptists in Virginia, was a student worker in 
Memphis, and was pastor of First Baptist 
Church in Winchester.

Bridges is scheduled to assume his new 
position sometime in June.

discussion, said talking about openness is not 
enough to get the job done.

“We often become so concerned with a 
short-term problem that we compromise on a 
long-term principle,” he declared. “Too 
seldom are we willing to stand as the keeper 
of the watch.

“To make sure that the leaders of our 
churches and organizations are never com
fortable in making decisions in windowless 
rooms is our mission,” said Day.

Jack May to write 
life and work series

John F. (Jack) May, pastor of Broadmoor 
Baptist Church, Memphis, will be writing the 
life and work series Sunday School lessons for 
the next three months, beginning with 
Sunday, April 22.

A native of Nola, Miss., he received the BA 

degree from Millsaps 
College in Jackson, 
Miss., in June 1957 and 
the THM degree from 
New Orleans Baptist 
Theological Seminary, 
New Orleans, La. in 
1964.

May served four 
years in the army as a 
gun commander and 
finished high school

May following his stint in
the service.

Following graduation from college, he was 
employed by Continental Can Company and 
was transferred to Memphis. In June 1961 
while attending Glen Park Baptist Church, he 
surrendered to the ministry.

May served as assistant pastor, associate 
pastor, and later as pastor for three years at 
Speedway Terrace Baptist Church, Memphis. 
He has also served churches in Louisiana and 
Alabama in addition to First Baptist Church, 
Ripley, Tenn.

Since August 1972, May has been pastor of 
Broadmoor Baptist Church, Memphis.

He is a former president of the Executive 
Board of the Tennessee Baptist Convention 
and a member of its "education committee, 
and immediate past moderator of Shelby 
Baptist Association.

Southern Baptists take honors 
at RPRC awards presentation

NEW YORK(BP)—The Regligious Public 
Relations Council elected a United Methodist 
and a Southern Baptist to its two top offices 
and passed a resolution urging Congress to 
revise or kill legislation which would 
deregulate radio and television broadcasting 
with little regard for the “public interest.”

In other developments, Southern Baptist 
captured the most awards during the 
DeRose/Hinkhouse Memorial Awards com
petition of the national, interfaith organiza
tion, with nine out of 39 given. United 
Methodists, Roman Catholics and Christian 
Church (Disciples of Christ) collected eight, 
six and five respectively among top award 
winners.

Sue Couch, director of communications ser
vices, United Methodist Communications, 
Nashville, Tenn., was elected national presi
dent, and Thomas J. Brannon, public rela
tions director for the South Carolina Baptist 
Convention, Columbia, S.C., vice-president.

The resolution dealt specifically with 
measures in the House and the Senate which 
would deregulate radio, and television and 
make their response to the public interest 
contingent only on “market place forces.”

RPRC urged that the House of Represen

GROWTH SEMINAR—Ira S. Perkins 
(left), director of missions in Big Hat- 
chie Association, Covington, recently 
participated in a personal and profes
sional growth seminar at the Sunday 
School Board in Nashville. He 
discusses the seminar curriculum with 
Jerry Brown, seminar director.

Business women to hold 
31st annual session

About 150 Baptist women from throughout 
Tennessee are expected to attend the 31st an
nual session of the Federation of Baptist 
Business Women of Tennessee on April 21-22 
at the Perimeter Park TraveLodge in Mem
phis.

Major speakers at the weekend conference 
include Mr. and Mrs. Larry Cox, Southern 
Baptist missionaries to the Ivory Coast in 
West Africa; Ben Bledsoe, chaplain at the 
State Correction Center in Memphis; and Dan 
Moon, language missions consultant for the 
Home Mission Board and Brotherhood Com
mission, Memphis.

Theme of the program is “Magnifying 
Christ in the Eighties.” Mrs. Mary Ruth 
Cook, Signal Mountain, will preside.

tatives either revise the Communications Act 
of 1979 (H.R. 3333) to insure that it retains the 
public interest requirements of the Com
munications Act of 1934, or, failing to do that, 
to kill it. I, urged outright defeat of the 
Telecommunications Competiton and 
Deregulation Act of 1979 (S. 622), a measure 
which would guarantee outright license 
renewal of television stations.

Southern Baptist awards presented in the 
New York meeting went to Donald S. 
Whitehouse, Baptist Sunday School Board, 
Nashville (a “Best in Class” award and a 
category first place Award of Excellence for 
public relations campaign); Catherine Allen, 
Woman’s Missionary Union, Birmingham, 
Ala. (first in folder category); Mark Sandlin, 
Baptist Sunday School Board (first in 
photography); W.C. Woody, Radio and 
Television Commission, Fort Worth, Texas 
(first in radio spots); Norman Jameson, Bap
tist Press, Executive Committee, Nashville 
(first in feature writing); Robert O’Brien, 
Baptist Press, Executive Committee, 
Nashville (second in news writing); Tom 
Brannon, South Carolina Baptist Convention, 
Columbia (second in public relations cam
paign) ; and Frank Olsen, Radio and Televi
sion Commission (second in television spots).

Senior adult
workshop set

Church and associtional staff*leaders in
terested in work with senior adults will have 
the opportunity to participate in Tennessee’s 
first senior adult leadership conference next 
month, according to Don Mauldin, church 
training department, Tennessee Baptist Con
vention.

The conference will 
be held May 4-5 at 
Camp Carson, near 
Newport. Mauldin said 
that the program will 
be designed “to over
view church programs 
in an attempt to meet 
the total needs of our 
senior adults.” Ses
sions will be practical 
in nature, dealing with 
how to implement work in various areas.

Emphases will include: center programs, 
transportation, handyman work, visitation, 
security/protection, health care, meals on 
wheels, night assistance, shopping service, 
adventures in learn
ing, and day care.

Tom Henry, Ten
nessee Commission on 
Aging, will speak to 
the group, and will 
also lead a conference. 
Adelle Carlson, senior 
adult consultant at the 
Baptist Sunday School 
Board, Marshall 
Hargrave, minister to 
senior adults, Jeffer
son City, and Dennis Lyle, Nashville Baptist 
Association, will also speak to the group.

The conference will begin with dinner at 6 
p.m. on Friday. Saturday’s sessions will 
begin at 8 a.m. and close that afternoon.

Advanced registration should be made 
through the church training department, 
TBC.

Interfaith worker 
appointed by HMB

ATLANTA (BP)—A former missionary to 
Ghana has been named interfaith witness 
regional director for the Central United 
States by directors of the Southern Baptist 
Home Mission Board.

Maurice Smith, pastor of Park Forest Bap
tist Church, Dallas, Texas, was appointed as 
a missionary and named director of region II, 
replacing Jace Jones of Marble Falls, Texas, 
who retired Dec. 31, 1978.

Dining their April meeting, the board’s ex
ecutive committee also appointed six mis
sionary associates, 23 US-2 missionaries and 
approved 14 persons for pastoral aid.

They also heard a request by Executive 
Director-Treasurer William G. Tanner, who 
urged directors to “pray for a sense of 
oneness of mission,” and that concern for 
Bold Mission Thrust will permeate the 
southern Baptist Convention’s annual 
meeting, June 12-14.

Smith served with the Foreign Mission 
Board in Ghana from 1960 to 1965.

Among the US-2 workers named to two-year 
terms were Bruce and Jacqueline Day of 
Jacksonville, Fla., who will serve in 
Clarksville, Tenn.

SEBTS professor dies 
from accident injury

WAKE FOREST, N.C.(BP)-Ellis W. 
Hollon, professor of philosophy of religion at 
Southeastern Baptist Theological Seminary, 
died on Sunday, April 8, following an 
automobile accident on April 6 near the 
Southeastern campus in Wake Forest, N.C.

He formerly served on the faculty of Mid
dle Tennessee State University, Mur
freesboro.
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HOUSTON MEETINGS—Two of the larger meetings in connection with the 1979 
Southern Baptist Convention will be held June 10-11 in Houston, Texas. The SBC 
Pastors' Conference will meet in the Sam Houston Coliseum (on the left), while 
the Woman's Missionary Union will be gathering in the Houston Music Hall (on 
the right).

WMU convention to focus 
on Bold Mission Thrust

SBC Pastors' Conference officer 
urges program, finances change

ANDERSON, S.C.(BP)—A South Carolina 
pastor who is vice-president of the Southern 
Baptist Pastors’ Conference said he plans to 
recommend two changes in Pastors’ Con
ference procedures when the pastors meet 
June 10-11 at the Houston Coliseum.

“I recommend that a program committee 
beestablished annually, composed of the 
president and two additional pastors ap
pointed by the vice-president and the 
treasurer,” Cecil Chambers, pastor of 
Centerville Baptist Church, Anderson, S.C., 
told the Baptist Courier, South Carolina state 
Baptist newspaper.

Minister's wives 
io hear actress

HOUSTON (BP) Actress Jeannette Clift 
George, star of “The Hiding Place,” will ad
dress the annual meeting of ministers’ wives 
at their luncheon June 12 in conjunction with 
the annual meeting of the Southern Baptist 
Convention.

Appearing with Miss George will be the 
After Dinner Players, a Christian drama 
group she organized.

In “The Hiding Place,” Miss George por
trayed Corrie ten Boom, a Dutch lady who 
saved the lives of scores of-Jews in her native 
Holland during the Nazi occupation. For her 
work in the fil, Miss George was nominated 
for a G61den Apple Award by the Hollywood 
Women’s Press Club. She is equally well 
known as a Bible teacher, speaker, 
monologist, and playwright.

Bus transportation will leave from and 
return to the Summit, site of the SBC sessions 
June 12-14, for the 12:45 p.m. luncehon at the 
Marriott Hotel, Astrodome, 2100 S.- 
Braes wood.

Tickets are $8 and requests should be mail
ed to Mrs. Julia McMillan, Union Baptist 
Association, 3910 Travis St., Houston, Texas, 
77002.

Current ministers’ wives officers are Mrs. 
John J. Hamilton, president; Mrs. Ralph 
Langley, vice-president; Mrs. Jon Meek, 
recording secretary-treasurer; Mrs. Linwood 
Peterson, corresponding secretary.

Resolutions chairman
named for 1979 SBC

HOUSTON (BP)—Charles Myers, pastor of 
the Alta Woods Baptist Church, Jackson, 
Miss., has been appointed chairman of the 
resolutions committee for the Southern 
Baptist Convention annual sessions in 
Houston June 12-14.

SBC President Jimmy Allen appointed 
Myers and nine others to the committee 
which will screen resolutions to be heard 
during miscellaneous business sessions at the 
convention.

Persons submitting resolutions should send 
them to Myers at Alta Woods Baptist Church, 
168 Colonial Dr., Jackson, Miss., 39204.

He also said he recommends “full 
disclosure of financial expenditures to state 
Baptist papers and the Southern Baptist Ex
ecutive Committee by the Pastors’ Con
ference as a preventative step to keep persons 
from falsely accusing leaders of the misuse of 
funds or of secrecy.”

“These are men of integrity,” he said of the 
conference officers, “who will welcome the 
opportunity of displaying openly the way Bap
tists conduct their business.”

On the matter of program selection, 
Chambers said, “The idea behind this is to 
give balance. I don’t think the committee for
mat is preferred to the current practice of the 
president taking exclusive responsibility for 
the entire program.”

Chambers, who said he “anticipates an 
outstanding program this year,” added, “I 
am not crusading, I just think we should ex
amine our procedures. The Southern Baptist 
Convention has a Committee on Order of 
Business which works out program details, 
with the president having major input, and it 
makes full disclosure of money spent. I think 
the Pastors’ Conference should do no less.”

The 1979 Pastors’ Conference precedes the 
annual meeting of the SBC, June 12-14, at the 
Summit. Homer Lindsay Jr., pastor of First 
Baptist Church, Jacksonville, Fla., is presi
dent.

Evangelists plan 
Houston session

HOUSTON, Texas (BP)—Four hours of 
evangelistic preaching and singing are 
scheduled for the annual meeting of the Con
ference of Southern Baptist Evangelists, 
Wednesday, June 13, at Houston’s First Bap
tist Church.

The meeting, one of several related to the 
annual Southern Baptist Convention, June 
12-14, in the Summit in Houston, is scheduled 
during the Wednesday afternoon period when 
no SBC session will be held.

A breakfast and business session at 8:30 
a.m. at the Holiday Inn Downtown will 
precede the meeting, which gets underway at 
12:30 p.m. at the church with a gospel con
cert, followed at 1:50 p.m. by the main pro
gram.

Speakers are Eddie Martin, evangelist 
from Lancaster, Pa.; Anis Shorrosh, Arab 
Christian evangelist from Mobile, Ala.; 
Ronald Dunn, evangelist from Fort Worth, 
Texas; and Larry Walker, evangelist from 
Dallas, Texas.

Music will be provided by Lonnie Parsons, 
San Antonio, Texas; Bette Stalnecker, Mem
phis, Tenn.; the Cruse Family, Jacksonville, 
Texas; and the Bernard Singers, Houston, 
Texas.

Other conference participants include John 
Bisagno, host pastor; James Draper, the con
ference’s pastor-advisor; pastor of First Bap
tist Church, Euless, Texas; L.L. Morris, 
evangelism director for the Baptist General 
Convention of Texas, Dallas; and Hyman Ap- 
pelman, evangelist from Kansas City, Mo.

HOUSTON, Texas (BP)—A battery of mis
sionaries and state and national Southern 
Baptist leaders will address themselves to the 
needs of the denomination’s Bold Mission 
Thrust at the annual meeting of the Woman’s 
Missionary Union, June 10-11, in Houston’s 
Civic Center Music Hall.

The WMU meeting is one of several 
meetings preceding the 122nd annual session 
of the Southern Baptist Convention, June 
12-14, in The Summit and the Astrodome.

The four sessions for the WMU meeting, 
which begins at 3 p.m., Sunday, June 11, with 
a Bold Mission Thrust Rally, will deal with 
the theme “Go Quickly and Tell.”

Major addresses will be delivered by Baker 
J. Cauthen, executive director of the Foreign 
Mission Board, Richmond, Va.; William G. 
Tanner, executive director-treasurer of the 
Home Mission Board, Atlanta; Porter W. 
Routh, executive secretary-treasurer of the 
Executive Committee, Nashville, Tenn.; 
Charles W. Bryan, the Foreign Mission 
Board’s secretary for Middle America and 
the Caribbean; Mildred McWhorter, a home 
missionary in Houston; Jimmy R. Allen of 
San Antonio, Texas, SBC president; Carolyn 
Weatherford, national WMU executive direc
tor, Birmingham, Ala.; and Mrs. A. Harrison 
Gregory of Danville, Va., national WMU 
president.

WMU will officially honor Cauthen and 
Routh, longtime supporters of the organiza
tion. who will retire from their posts within 
the year.

The Bold Mission Thrust Rally, to which 
more than 250 churches in Houston may send 
representatives without disrupting regular 
Sunday services, will feature Cauthen and 
Tanner; Mrs. Audley Hamrick, home 
missionary in Cubero, N.M.; Claudio Iglesias, 
home missionary in Albuquerque, N.M.; 
Giles M. and Wana Ann Fort, both foreign 
missionary physicians in Zimbabwe/ 
Rhodesia; W.C. and Helen Ruchti, foreign 
missionaries to Rome, Italy; and David Fort, 
a physician in Dallas, Texas, and foreign mis
sions volunteer. The rally will open with a 
gigantic processional of international flags 
and some 200 missionaries.

Mrs. James Putman, home missionary in 
Conroe, Texas, and other missionaries will 
participate in the dramatically-staged theme 
interpretation and time of prayer.

Interviews conducted by Don Rhymes, 
Home Mission Board missionary personnel 
officer, and by Louis Cobbs, Foreign Mission 
Board missionary personnel secretary, will 
show how churches produce persons called by 
God into missions.

At 5:30 on Sunday evening, WMU will spon
sor a dinner at the Sheraton-Houston Hotel for 
women in or considering a church-related 
vocation. Tickets must be purchased in ad
vance of the annual meeting dates from WMU 
national headquarters in Birmingham, Ala.

Monday morning’s session at 9:30 will 
feature missions in the state Baptist conven
tions, leading off with Ernest Myers of Reno, 
Nev., executive director of the newly-formed 
Nevada Area Baptist Convention. Other state 
convention executives will be interviewed, 
and Routh and Mrs. Gregory will speak. • *

SBC Houston hotels 
said nearly full

HOUSON (BP)—Elected messengers to the 
Southern Baptist Convention annual meeting 
June 12-14 have already laid claim to 82 per
cent of the available rooms, according to con
vention manager Tim Hedquist.

Hedquist said most remaining rooms are in 
the larger downtown hotels and will cost 
about $50 nightly. There are a few rooms in 
the $30-$40 range remaining.

Hedquist, who gets updated reports weekly 
from the convention bureau, says he will tell 
messengers where rooms are available if 
they call him at 615-244-2355.

The 1:45 session on Monday afternoon in
cludes election of officers and features mis
sions in Texas, presented by Mrs. Huis Coy 
Egge, president of Texas WMU, and by Eula 
Mae Henderson, executive director of Texas 
WMU.

Among the missionaries to be interviewed 
will be Mrs. Archie Dunaway, widow of the 
missionary slain in Zimbabwe-Rhodesia, and 
Hal Boone, missionary physician whose 
career in Kenya was cut short by an 
automobile accident. They will tell “The Joys 
and Crises of Missionary Life.”

Monday evening’s session at 7:00 will honor 
pastors, with recognition to all those in the au
dience. Persons featured in the program are 
Harry Varnadoe, pastor of Francis Baptist 
Church in Palatka, Fla., whose 150 active 
members raised $16,000 for the Lottie Moon 
Christmas Offering for Foreign Missions 
recently; Victor Kaneubbe, a home mis
sionary pastor from Phoenix, Ariz.; Mrs. 
John Christy, pastor’s wife in Vermillion. 
S.D., where WMU was the first program 
organized in a new church and aided in 
building the church; Bob Sena, pastor of First 
Mexican Baptist Church in Dallas, Texas; 
Frank Pollard, pastor to First Baptist 
Church, Jackson, Miss., whose missions 
weekends led by the WMU director have 
resulted in a Christmas offering exceeding 
$80,000; Gene Watterson, pastor of First Bap
tist Church, Shelby, N.C., who will tell how 
WMU has aided his church in sponsoring an 
unusually large number of volunteers in mis
sions.

SBC President Jimmy Allen, pastor of the 
First Baptist Church of San Antonio, Texas, 
wbiidn has an active XAUMITJ, -will elate tK-e 

gram'
Mrs. Gregory, WMU president, and Mrs. 

William Ellis of Shelbyville, N.C., WMU 
recording secretary, are in their fourth an
nual terms. Don Sampson, minister of music. 
First Baptist Church, Pasadena, Texas, will 
direct music for the meeting.

Religious educators 
to examine growth

HOUSTON, Texas(BP)—Religious 
educators from across the United States will 
explore ways to get churches growing to 
undergird Southern Baptists’ Bold Mission 
Thrust at the annual meeting of the Southern 
Baptist Religious Education Association. 
June 10-11, at First Baptist Church, Houston

The meeting is one of several prefceding the 
annual gathering of the Southern Baptist Con
vention, June 12-14, at the Summit and the 
Astrodome.

“If Bold Mission Thrust is to become a 
reality, religious educators must accept part 
of the responsibilty to get ur churches grow
ing again,” declared Charles Lowry, presi
dent of the association and director of church 
program services for the Louisiana Baptist 
Convention, Alexandria, La.

Referring to statistical reports which show 
declines in baptisms and church program 
organizations and a slowdown in SBC growth, 
Lowry said, “A tragic philosophy has been in 
practice. We’ve been willing to teach people 
who have showed up, but we must do more 
than that by going out and bringing people in. 
I began my ministry in the “Million More in 
’54” years (SBC theme in 1954), when 
outreach evangelism was a priority in the 
Sunday Schools,” Lowry said. “We’ve come 
through a period of about two decades when 
that priority has become submerged in a 
number of things. If we’re going to proclaim 
Christ’s message to the whole world, as Bold 
Mission Thrust envisions, we must rediscover 
outreach evangelism.”

A battery of speakers will explore the 
theme, “Religious Education: Key to Bold 
Mission,” during the two-day gathering.
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Cicero’s
comment

By the editor
Now that the dust has settled on our April 5 

called session of the Tennessee Baptist Con- 
\ention, I seem to hearing repeatedly two 
comments. Hardly a day goes by without 
someone either in person or in a telephone 
call mentioning (1) appreciation for the open
ness and thoroughness of the Special Study 
Committee and the complete reporting of the 
Baptist and Reflector, and (2) the statement 
by Belmont College president Herbert 
Gabhart that there was not “an adequate 
presentation of our proposal.”

I recognize that the convention is past and 
the messengers overwhelmingly voted to sell 
or to transfer Belmont Plaza to another 
owner. But for the sake of the reputation of 
the committee and our sincere desire to pre
sent all the facts relative to this critical issue, 
some further interpretations must be made.

Please realize that the shortness of time 
between the call of the special convention and 
the convention itself could easily lead to some 
misunderstandings and misinterpretations of 
events and actions by everyone involved. I 
am not trying to exonerate or to blame any of 
the parties who participated, but I felt that 
you were entitled to some explanations.

The Special Study Committee—and I still 
believe it is one of the best I have ever ob
served in Baptist life—held its first meeting 
on March 5. The nine members reviewed the 
problems and set about preparing every 
possible option for presentation to the called 
TBC, which was one month away.

Because of its geographic proximity to Bel
mont Plaza, the committee asked one of its 
members to contact Belmont College, to see if 
the college could use the building and were in
terested in acquiring it.

This committee member, Franklin at
torney Frank Ingraham, and TBC executive 
secretary Tom Madden met with Gabhart 
within the next few days. It vyas reported to 
the committee at their next meeting on March 
15 that the college was considering possible 
uses of the building, such as finishing the 
basement to serve as a student center, ex
panding Belmont Plaza’s cafeteria for use as 
a college cafeteria, and moving the ad
ministrative offices to the facility.

The committee discussed the problems in
volved. Obviously, the building was not 

GLOBAL FELLOWSHIP
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located ideally for a student center, which 
ought to be near the center of a college cam
pus, rather than on the edge. Also, the 
building would need extensive and expensive 
remodeling, to make it useable by the college.

There was the question of what use could be 
made of the upper five or six floors—perhaps 
as a motel facility for meetings by Baptists 
and other Christian groups; perhaps as 
rental space to other organizations.

When the committee next met on March 23, 
they were given a tentative proposal from 
Sam Ridley of Smyrna, chairman of the col
lege trustees. This proposal, with some slight 
revisions, was approved by the college 
trustees at their meeting March 29.

With the proposal was a statement that it 
was based on two assumptions: (1) that the 
TBC would underwrite the entire in
debtedness, and (2) that if- accepted, “it 
would in no way affect the present ancMuture 
giving of the TBC to Belmont College relating 
to operational, capital, or overage funds 
shared with its educational institutions.”

The trustees’ entire proposal stated:
“Belmont College will assume sixty percent 

(60% =$3,000,000) of the debt on Belmont 
Plaza in return for ownership of building, 
land, and contents, subject to the following 
conditions:

“(1) That the bond issue be restructured to 
make it functionally possible for the $457,000 
reserve fund to be released from the debt 
service to be used by the college for bond ser
vice and that the $1,250,000 reserve fund be 
removed or altered to the satisfaction of the 
college;

“(2) That the college be free to use the 
building as deemed feasible;

“(3) That should the use of the building ever 
produce a reasonable reserve fund that 
thereafter one-half of all profits go toward the 
calling of the bonds outstanding;

“(4) Belmont College agrees that the only 
funds to be requested of the convention for 
debt payment and/or operation of Belmont 
Plaza will be the 40% of the loan payments as 
they become due. If other funds for Belmont 
Plaza are requested of the convention, said 
funds shall be a part of the present and/or 
future giving of the convention to Belmont 
College related to the operation, capital, or 
overage funds shared with other educational 
institutions.”

The Special Study Committee had these 
proposals in hand at its March 23 and March 
29 meetings. Because of previous discussions 
with college officials, the committee still 
assumed that the college wanted the building 
for use by the college. The second part was 
thought to be related to the college’s decision 
of how the building might be used to meet 
space needs at the campus.

It was on the basis of these two committee 
meetings that I wrote articles in the March 28 
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and April 4 issue of the Baptist and Reflector. 
You will recall that both of these articles men
tioned such items as administrative offices, 
student center, and cafeteria.

Several members of the study committee 
met at the Baptist building in Brentwood on 
Tuesday, April 3, to finalize the committee’s 
written report to be presented to the 
messengers as they registered April 5.

Those of you who attended the special 
called convention probably noted that the 
committee’s written report on Belmont 
College’s proposal was based on what ap
peared in the April 4 issue of the Baptist and 
Reflector.

The committee—and I—were still under the 
impression that the college wanted Belmont 
Plaza as a college building.

The committee’s report was printed early 
on Wednesday, April 4.

On the night of April 2, committee chair
man Bill Coles talked by telephone and in 
person with a representative of American 
Retirement Corporation of Nashville concern
ing their consultations with Belmont College 
to operate Belmont Plaza as an apartment for 
senior adults.

(It should be noted that ARC was also in 
contact with the Tennessee Baptist Service 
Corporation; and I have since learned that if 
the messengers had approved the additional 
funds for the TBSC, that the Service Corpora
tion would probably have turned to ARC to 
manage the facility.)

The idea that Belmont College was con
sidering operating Belmont Plaza as a senior 
adult facility—rather than college use—was 
surprising to Coles. Gabhart and Coles had 
lunch together on Wednesday, where Gabhart 
confirmed that this was the college’s intent.

Feeling that many of the problems with Bel
mont Plaza had been the lack of information 
in the past, Coles insisted that this informa
tion be shared with the committee and with 
the messengers to the special convention the 
next day.

At 2:30 that afternoon Gabhart telephoned 
this supplement to Coles at the Baptist 
building, where several members of the com
mittee were to gather at 3:00 p.m.:

“However at this time our considered 
opinion is that the college would use the facili
ty for the purpose for which it was built, a 
retirement center, and would employ a 
management firm to manage the facility. We 
have had lengthy consultations with 
American Retirement Corporation of 
Nashville, Tennessee, whose president is Mr. 
Wilford Fuqua. The directors are Mr. Jack C. 
Massey, chairman, Dr. Thomas F. Frist Sr., 
vice-chairman, Mr. Lee Barfield, secretary
treasurer, Mr. Sam Brooks, and Mr. Earl 
Swensson. Therefore, this usage would 
remove the facility from exclusive college 
usage and the college would be assuming a 
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rather extensive obligation in order to 
preserve the facility for Baptists and to ac
complish the original purpose of serving God 
through the center.’’

The committee was surprise, if not 
shocked. I joined in their astonishment, 
noting that my March 28 article had listed 
uses of Belmont Plaza by the college—and no 
one had sought to correct what was obviously 
inaccurate information.

Four members of the committee had 
supper with Gabhart Wednesday night and 
confirmed Coles’ earlier observation that all 
of this information would have to be shared 
with the messengers the following day. Of 
course, it would be extremely difficult, if not 
impossible, to get this in writing to give out at 
registration which was to begin at 9:00 a.m. 
on Thursday (April 5).

In the discussion that night, the possibility 
was raised that Belmont College might 
withdraw its proposal. Coles noted that he 
was to meet at 9:00 a.m. Thursday with the 
Executive Board in an informal session to 
share the committee’s report. Therefore, he 
would need to know the college’s desire before 
that time. At 8:55 a.m. on April 5, Gabhart 
informed Coles that the college was 
withdrawing its proposal.

By this time, the messengers were already 
registering and were receiving the commit
tee’s written report—which said, “The 
building could provide needed office and 
cafeteria space” for Belmont College. 
Several other references in the committee’s 
written report made reference to the building 
being for college use.

The convention began on schedule at 11:00 
a.m. on Thursday, April 5.

Chairman Coles presented the alternatives 
from the Special Study Committee. When he 
came to the printed proposal concerning Bel
mont College, he stated, “After several 
meetings yesterday, this morning I have a re
quest from the president of Belmont College 
that we not present this as an alternative. At 
the present time they do not think this is an 
alternative.”

During the afternoon session, the question 
was asked about Belmont College’s 
withdrawal. Gabhart responded by reviewing 
the interest of the college in the property 
which surrounds its, noting that a portion of 
the land on which Belmont Plaza stands was 
sold to the TBSC.

Then Gabhart said, “In the light of many 
things that have happened in recent days, we 
felt that the withdrawal of our proposal which 
was extended to Mr. Ingraham in writing 
word for word, whieh did not appear en toto to 
the public and did not appear to you today was 
not an adequate presentation of our proposal, 
and therefore would not be a fair considera- 
tion to this convention at this point in time.”

In response to a later question about the 
withdrawal, Gabhart stated, “There are 
many multiple reasons why we withdrew 
—one of which I mentioned. There are 
others.”
• The messengers were obviously interested 
in what had caused the “11th hour” 
withdrawal. Coles and Ingraham felt that 
since the Belmont College proposal had been 
withdrawn, the committee should not present 
or discuss the printed proposal or the real 
proposal.

Gabhart did not choose to enlighten the 
messengers, concerning why the committee’s 
report was “not adequate” nor what use the 
college really intended for Belmont Plaza.

The messengers went away confused—and 
according to contacts made with me during 
recent days—still wanted answers.

In later conversations with me, Gabhart 
has maintained that he interpreted from one 
member of the committee, Paul Durham, 
that the committee wanted Belmont Plaza 
used as it was originally intended—a retire
ment home for senior adults—and that the 
college was merely trying to work out a way 
for this to be accomplished.

He has also stated—as he did at the April 5 
convention—that the motion passed by the 
messengers does not take Belmont College 
out of the picture. Certainly, the new com
mittee who is charged “to sell or to transfer” 
Belmont Plaza will want to consider Belmont 
College’s proposal, along with other 
possibilities.
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Arabic radio ministry pulls 
record response, to expand

Wrong seminary
Dear editor:

On page 6 of the April 4 issue, you picture 
me with Roy Hunnicutt. You identify us as 
Midwestern Seminary people.

Roy is provost at Southern Seminary, and I 
am president of Southern’s Tennessee 
alumni.

Jack D. Sanford
1503 Colonial Rd.
Memphis, TN 38117
I apologize for that error. I knew better, but 

it slipped by. (editor)

Station knuckles under
Dear editor:

May I offer a few comments on the article 
“Remarks on homosexuality cuts 
evangelist’s TV show” (March 14)?

It boggles the mind to learn that anyone 
would knuckle under to the demands of 
homosexuals to the extent of depriving a 
devoted, consecrated servant of Christ speak
ing out on the sin of homosexuality. According 
to the article, Dave Lane, manager of WFAA- 
TV, refused James Robison the privilege of 
further airing his spiritual programs of the 
station.

There are two very important questions 
that Dave Lane is confronted with: Whose 
side am I on? When he stands before the judg
ment bar of God what reason or excuse will he 
have to offer for silencing a chosen vessel of 
Christ from speaking out or warning his au
dience of the sinful practice of homosex
uality?

Indications are that Dave Lane is not overly 
conversant with the great Biblical truths, 
especially Romans 1:27-29.

Jack W. Goans
1723 Albert Avenue
Knoxville, TN 37917

Death penalty goal
Dear editor:

In writing on capital punishment in his 
column “Citizen’s Corner” (April 4), Jerry 
M. Self, perhaps inadvertently, omitted to 
mention one very important goal of capital 
punishment.

He asked, “Is the goal of punishment 
restitution, rehabilitation, or something 
else?”

Of course, the ultimate goal of capital 
punishment is neither one of these.

Why did he not go on and mention “preven
tive” as a very important, perhaps the most 
important, goal of capital punishment, either 
by the electric chair or lethal injection?

I believe the main goal of purpose or capital 
punishment is to prevent the commission of 
such heinous crimes as may result in the in
fliction of the death penalty. Here we have an 
answer to Self’s question, “How is society 
served by the death of the guilty?” I dare say 
in states that inflict capital punishment, 
many a serious crime has been prevented by 
the criminal minded by the fear of the death 
penalty. Thus society is greatly “served” or 
benefited by the death penalty, for such is for 
the protection of society, not just to punish the 
criminal, nor to make restitution, nor to 
rehabilitate the criminal.

D.W. Pickelsimer
328 Orlando Dr.
Cleveland, TN 37311

Other than statistics
Dear editor:

I have noticed comments in the Baptist and 
Reflector on church growth statistics and just 
received a letter from the Sunday School 
department on Sunday School Growth 
Recognition. To encourage churches to reach 
people for Christ is commendable.

Yet, I wonder if the many faithful pastors 

and churches each committed to their unique 
mission but go unrecognized because of their 
lack of impressive statistics.

How about the inner city church that re
mains committed to a ministry in its com
munity in the face of declining enrollment, 
when other similar churches have fled to the 
suburbs?

Or the courageous pastor who must take a 
stand on a controversial issue, while many of 
his faithful people back him, many others 
leave?

Or the pastor committed to working outside 
his church to support his family so that he 
may serve a small church unable to afford the 
luxury of a full-time pastor, and yet whose 
church touches the lives of people other 
churches are not reaching?

Or the scores of other faithful pastors and 
caring congregations that may never be 
noticed?

While growth, when it is accomplished with 
a sense of integrity and a genuine love for peo
ple, is admirable, I think we must realize that 
there are many other expressions of ministry 
that are equally so, and from which we can 
learn a great deal. Perhaps there should be a 
reward for them as well. Perhaps there is.

Robert H. Burton
3050 E. Holmes Rd.
Memphis, TN. 38118

Big budgets, buildings
Dear editor:

I’m surprised at you saying if a local church 
wants to ordain two women that’s their 
business. In Paul’s letter to Timothy, he 
plainly tells the church to ordain men only.

I’m really upset the way our TBC is 
spending our money on expensive buildings. I 
know our Lord never intended for His 
churches to go into the real estate business. 
The only business our churches are to be 
engaged in is winning the lost to a saving 
knowledge of our Lord and Saviour Jesus 
Christ.

I still think the real reason we are not 
winning more people to Christ is the fact that 
our churches are thinking about how they are 
going to meet their big budgets and build big
ger buildings. They seem to have forgotten 
their main purpose of being an organized 
body of baptized believers. I have been tithing 
many, many years, and I hate to see my 
money go into “white elephants” like Bel
mont Plaza. I designate every dollar I put into 
our church now. I know a lot of people in my 
church that are doing the same thing.

We have missionaries that are not getting 
enough money to hardly survive, and we back 
home are allowing all these millions to be 
spent on expensive buildings. I think some of 
our preachers ought to be paid comparable to 
our hard working missionaries, and they 
would recommend more money for them than 
they are getting. I think it’s terrible, the SBC 
collecting many millions every year and we 
have hungry people all around. You know 
Jesus said feed the hungry.

I still say if our churches—I’m including 
myself—are doing what Jesus commanded 
His church to do, we would not need to burden 
our government with this expensive welfare 
program that has about broken our nation.

I hope and pray we can get our church 
members back in Sunday School and church 
like we were right after World War II. Our 
churches were full then. I guess some of our 
members are disgusted the way our churches 
are spending their money. I am, but it doesn’t 
keep me from going on to worship my Lord 
and Saviour Jesus Christ. The Lord has done 
so much for me and my family over the years.

Sam E. Goad
Rt. 4, Box 343
Covington, TN 38019

BEIRUT, Lebanon (BP) — The Arabic 
Project, a Southern Baptist plan to reach the 
entire Arab world with Christian radio broad
casts, had a record 200 responses in one 
month recently and plans to expand program
ming.

William T. (Pete) Dunn, Southern Baptist 
missionary director, said the ministry re
ceived 200 letters from 13 different nations in 
one month—more than ever before in the 
same period of time.

“The numbers may not be large, but in 
these hot and dry lands it is like a breath of 
fresh air on a cool morning,” Dunn said.

Dunn also announced the ministry’s plans 
to expand into another language, Berber. 
Berber is the language of more than 
15-million people living in Morocco, Algeria 
a“hd parts of Tunisia. The Arabic Project is 
already receiving some response from these 
countries.

The Berber people live in villages or as 
nomads in the Sahara Desert region of north 
Africa. A Berber Christian graduate of the 
Arab Baptist Theological Seminary in Beirut 
wrote the series of programs and will voice 
them from Trans World Radio’s 1.2-million- 
watt station in Monte Carlo, Monaco.

The Berber programs are part of a total 
project designed to cover “every Arabic
speaking country with the good news of God’s 
love for all mankind,” Dunn said.

One of the goals of the project is to bring 
together interested Arabs for Bible study and 
worship. In 1978, seven such groups in three 
countries were established with more than 100 
young men meeting together weekly. An 
evangelist from the Baptist center in Beirut

s Personal 8
| perspective J
A BY TOM MADDEN ft 
Q TBC executive secretary Q

It is marvelous how the spirit of God will 
impress upon your mind a statement or ex
perience our God’s Word. This has been true 
with me recently regarding the phrase, “As 
He was praying...”

It was while Jesus 
was praying the 
heaven was opened, 
and the Holy Ghost 
descended in a bodily 
shape like a dove upon 
Him and a voice came 
from heaven, which 
said, “Thou art my 
beloved Son, in thee I 
am well pleased.”

It was while Paul 
was praying at Troas
that he had a vision and heard a man saying, 
“Come over into Macedonia and help us.” 
Another time as he was praying on a ship in 
the midst of a storm, an angel came and stood 
by him and strengthened him by saying that 
all would escape safely to land.

As Stephen was praying for those who were 
stoning him, his face did shine like that of an 
angel, and he saw the Christ standing at the 
right hand of God.

It was while the church in Antioch was in 
prayer, the Holy Spirit came upon them and 
said, “Separate me Barnabas and Saul for the 
work whereunto I have called them.”

It was when Daniel was found praying that 
they threw him into the den of lions only for 
God to send His angel and shut the lion’s 
mouths.

It is good for us to recall the blessings that 
have been ours because of prayer. It saddens 
and sobers me to think of blessings missed 
because I could have prayed, but failed to do 
so. God forbid that I should sin against the 
Lord in ceasing to pray for you.

Madden

Barklwy

recently revisited a group of 22 young men 
who have been meeting for almost a year in a 
neighboring country. He found them studying 
the scriptures and meeting together twice a 
week for prayer.

The group’s leader told of its visitation pro
gram, in which nine teams of two men go into 
surrounding villages while the remainder 
stay at someone’s home to pray for them.

Occasional visits from the evangelist, their 
Bibles, and the radio programs are usually 
the only resources these small groups have 
for establishing their congregations. Some 
material is sent in response to requests 
initiated through the broadcasts, but no mis
sionary work is allowed in many Muslim 
countries.

Devotional

Example to see and be
By Paul H. Barkley

“Now these things happened to them as an 
example, and they were written for our 
instruction...” 1 Cor. 10:11 (NAS)

Our example is important...both the one we 
are to see and the one we are to be.

The example we ought to see is recorded 
for us in the Bible. It 
has been said that 
“those who will not 
learn from history are 
condemned to repeat 
it.” We, as God’s 
children, have been 
given the Scriptures to 
that we can learn from 
the successes and 
mistakes of our 
forefathers in the 
faith.

The entire 119th Psalm is a collection of 
prayers and meditations extolling the 
greatness of the law or word of God. The 
Psalmist declares in the 105th verse that 
God’s Word will become a “lamp to my feet 
and a light to my path.” The one true guide to 
life the way it should be lived is God's Word. 
The Psalmist relied on the teaching of God's 
Word to be his road map.

Suppose that I had my car all packed, my 
family in it, and everything ready for a trip 
when you walked up and asked where we 
were going. Then suppose I replied, “We 
haven’t decided. We hadn’t thought about 
that; we just thought we would know where to 
go when we got packed.” You would think we 
had slipped a cog.

Many, however, try to live the abundant life 
that way. Our example for a life of fullness 
and prosperity comes basically from God’s 
Word. It is important that we study it daily in 
order to become familiar enough to follow the 
example.

The example that we are to be follows and 
in many aspects is dependent upon the exam
ple we are to see. The example we are to be is 
crucial to the ministry of the church. Ter- 
tullian, one of the great church fathers, said 
that he and most of the converts who came out 
of paganism in his day were won to Christ, not 
by books or sermons, but by observing how 
Christians lived and died.

Barkley is pastor of First Baptist Church, 
Dyer.

New Baptist center 
opens in France

LYON, France—A new Baptist center has 
been opened in Vaulx-en-Velin, a heavily- 
populated suburb city of Lyon, France, where 
Southern Baptist missionaries have been 
working for more than a year. Mark A. and 
Susan Sutton, Southern Baptist missionaries, 
began in 1977 with a home fellowship group as 
an outreach of the French Baptist Church in 
Lyon. The group’s average attendance of 25 
tripled at the opening service as well-wishers 
came from congregations in Lyon.
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CONCEPT—Paul Chenoweth, a choir member at Woodmont Baptist Church 
Nashville, examines his mural design for the church's choir room. The heads on 
the back wall gradually become musical notes in the corners and side walls.

Dobbins called pioneer 
in religious education

Choir practice room mural 
makes singers look good'

NASHVILLE—A head count at choir 
practice at Woodmont Baptist Church would 
confirm that attendance there has never been 
better.

The only problem is, the new members can 
only make joyful sights—no sounds. They are 
all painted on the wall.

Paul Chenoweth, a choir member at 
Woodmont and an employee of the church ar-

HISTORICALLY
FROM THE FILES

50 YEARS AGO
According to a report from the 

Foreign Mission Board, Tennessee 
Baptists gave a little more than half of 
the total $60,760.70 Christmas offering. 
Tennessee Baptists gave $30,928.24. 
This increased her gifts to foreign mis
sions over the previous year by nearly 
$33,000.

J. Norris Palmer resigned as pastor 
of Speedway Terrace Baptist Church, 
Memphis. His resignation was to 
become effective June 1, 1929. Palmer 
had accepted a call of First Baptist 
Church, Mansfield, La.

25 YEARS AGO ]
Herman J. Ellis of Springfield suc

ceeded W. Alvis Strickland as mid-state 
correspondent for the Baptist and 
Reflector. Strickland, pastor of Grand
view Baptist Church, Nashville, had 
been elected secretary of the Sunday 
School department of the Southern Bap
tist Convention of California. He was to 
begin his new work in Fresno May 1.

Eastland Heights, mission of 
Springfield Baptist Church, broke 
ground for its new building which was 
estimated to cost $32,000. The structure 
was to include an auditorium with a 
seating capacity of 285, and full base
ment for educational space. J. Howard 
Young was pastor of the Springfield 
church, and Hobart Ford was pastor of 
the mission.

10 YEARS AGO
Maple Springs Baptist Church, 

Mercer, broke ground for a new 
education-recreation building. The new 
structure would contain 12 class rooms 
at a cost of $25,900. J.D. Rains was 
pastor.

chitecture department of the Sunday School 
Board, decided that the choir room needed 
something to make it a more appealing and 
interesting place to practice. So, he devised 
the graphic wall design, which seems to have 
accomplished his goal nicely.

He said he and four other choir members 
worked together an estimated 300 hours on 
the project. Chenoweth and the others worked 
four and five nights a week till they completed 
the project.

Unfortunately, there is little time for 
resting on his proverbial laurels.

The music director at Brainerd Baptist 
Church, Chattanooga, already has inquired 
about a similar design for the choir suite at 
his church. It involves several rooms, and of 
necessity will be a simpler design. Chenoweth 
also is working with Judson Baptist Church in 
Nashville on graphics for the walls of their 
preschool area.

Wall graphics are not something new to 
Chenoweth. When he was in school at Auburn 
University, he did one graphic on the wall of 
the School of Architecture and Fine Arts and 
one on the wall of his fraternity house.

Chenoweth said he hopes more churches 
will try similar designs to liven-up rehearsal 
rooms.

And, if the results are not exactly as they 
had hoped, a roller and bucket of paint can be 
the perfect panacea.

At Woodmont, however, the new choir 
members are expected to stay for a while.

DESIGN—The model in the foreground shows the mural concept used in the 
decorating of the choir room at Woodmont Baptist Church, Ndshville.

By Jim Lowry

NASHVILLE—Practical methods to ac
complish Christian objectives were preached 
and practiced throughout the career of 
religious education and church administra
tion pioneer Gaines S. Dobbins.

Dobbins shared his dreams about potentials 
for Southern Baptists in many ways, but par
ticularly through his well-worn typewriter. 
The Southern Baptist preacher, professor, 
and statesman was a prolific author, who in 
his lifetime penned 33 manuscripts and in
numerable articles in monthly and quarterly 
periodicals.

Much of Dobbins career was spent on the 
campus of Southern Baptist Theological 
Seminary, where he served as professor of 
religious education and church administra
tion, seminary treasurer, assistant to the 
seminary president, interim president of the 
seminary, and finally as the first dean of the 
school of religious education. His tenure at 
Southern spanned more than 36 years.

The Mississippi native was a graduate of 
Mississippi College in Clinton; George 
Peabody College for Teachers, Nashville; 
Columbia University, New York City; and 
Southern seminary, Louisville, Ky.

Early in his career, Dobbins was pastor of 
churches in Gloster, Miss., and New Albany, 
Miss. From there he moved to the Southern 
Baptist Sunday School Board, where he 
served for five years in various editorial posi
tions.

Dobbins began his work at Southern 
seminary after leaving the Sunday School 
Board, and stayed at the seminary until his 
retirement in 1956. Upon his retirement, he 
accepted a position as distinguished professor 
at Golden Gate Baptist Theological 
Seminary, Mill Valley, Calif., where he 
stayed for 10 years. He reportedly went to 
California to teach because he wanted to be 
involved in one of Southern Baptists’ 
“pioneer” work areas.

The December 1967 issue of Church Ad
ministration magazine was dedicated to Dob
bins by editor Howard Foshee, who now is 
director of the Christian development division 
at the Sunday School Board.

In the magazine, Foshee called Dobbins one 
who stood out above all others among church 
administrators. He was, in fact, called “Mr. 
Church Administration” because of his many 
contributions over the years.

Foshee reported receiving a note from Dob
bins following his second retirement, this 

time from Golden Gate seminary, requesting 
a list of resource materials available from the 
board’s church administration department. 
He needed the list because he was teaching a 
course on church leadership at Samford 
University, and wanted to be up-to-date.

Raymond Rigdon, director of the Southern 
Baptist Seminary Extension Department, 
said “Dobbins was rny major professor dur
ing seminary days and a close friend and con
fidant for 26 ensuing years. By precept and 
example, he taught me that the great realities 
of the Christian faith and competence needed 
for Christian ministry cannot be mastered 
during a period of formal preparation for 
ministry. Effective Christian ministry today 
requires a continuing search of the life and 
teachings of the master teacher up to the final 
moment before we go to be with our Lord in 
Heaven.”

Rigdon said that when Dobbins was found 
dead on the floor of his home on the morning 
of Sept. 22, 1978, on his typewriter nearby he 
had written, perhaps in the final thought he 
expressed, a magnificent valedictory to one 
of the greatest lives ever known among 
Southern Baptists. In the typewriter were the 
words: “We are taking a searching look, at 
the strategy and practice of the master 
teacher, Jesus Christ.”

Middle Tenn, pastors 
meet at Brentwood

The Middle Tennessee Baptist Pastors’ 
Conference held its April 12 meeting at the 
Tennessee Baptist Convention building in 
Brentwood. This was the first time the group 
had met in Brentwood.

James W. Owen, program chairman, told 
Baptist and Reflector that the group decided 
to change its monthly meeting to the first 
Thursday of each quarter and meet at the 
TBC building. Previously, the meetings were 
held monthly at the Baptist Sunday School 
Board. Owen is pastor of Saturn Drive Baptist 
Church, Nashville.

At their meeting last week, the pastors 
heard an inspirational message by Tom Mad
den, executive secretary-treasurer, TBC. 
Randy Smith, minister of music at Bluegrass 
Baptist Church, Hendersonville, provided the 
music in keeping with the Easter season.

Roger L. Abington, pastor of First Baptist 
Church, Goodlettsville, is president of the 
conference.

Former missionary leads 
Brentwood conference

Miss Bertha Smith, former missionary to 
China, will lead a Bible Conference April 19-22 
at Brentwood Baptist Church, Brentwood. 
Sessions will be 10:00 a.m. and 7:00 p.m. each 
day.

Miss Smith was appointed by the Southern 
Baptist Foreign Mission Board in 1917 to 
serve in China. When the Japanese invaded 
China in 1941, she was interned for one year. 
Later when the communists took over China 
in 1948, she was forced to leave. She served as 
a missionary to Taiwan until her retirement 
in 1958 at the age of 70.

For the past 20 years she has been busy 
leading Bible conferences and prayer 
retreats. She is the author of several books, 
including Go Home and Tell.

HMB leader dies
ATLANTA(BP)—W.A. Duncan, a past 

president of the Southern Baptist Home Mis
sion Board and long-time Baptist denomina
tional leader, died at the Baptist Village 
Retirement Home, Waycross, Ga., at age 87.

In 1973, the board honored him for his long 
leadership in its ministry. Duncan also served 
on the Southern Baptist Foundation and held 
numerous other posts. He retired in 1957 afer 
30 years as pastor of First Baptist Church, 
East Point, Ga.



1

April 18, 1979 Baptist and Reflector Page 7

Our People
LEADERSHIP...
Ron Lightfoot is serving as associate pastor 

and bus director for First Baptist Church in 
Millington. He is enrolled as a student at Mid
America Baptist Theological Seminary, 
Memphis. Ray Newcomb is pastor of the Mill
ington chuch.

Norman Keesee, youth director at Lincoln 
Avenue Baptist Church Newport, has ac
cepted a similar position with a church in 
Darlington, S.C. Robert D. Walker is pastor of 
the Newport church.

Bill Jones resigned as pastor of Liberty Hill 
Baptist Church in Newport. He hopes to 
become involved in evangelism.

Members of First Baptist Church, Paris, 
called Robert Orr as interim pastor, effective 
April 22. Carroll Owen ends his pastorate at 
that church this month and will begin his new 
service as director of convention ministries 
for the Tennessee Baptist Convention.

Roland Hudlow resigned as part-time 
minister of education for Eastland Baptist 
Church in Nashville. He will continue to serve 
as Sunday School director. J.L, 
pastor.

Unaka Avenue Baptist Church, 
City, called Freeman Wright as 
pastor.

Ford is

Johnson 
interim

E.J. Hall was called as interim pastor of 
Bowmantown Baptist Church in Jonesboro. 
Hall has served several churches in the Tri- 
City area.

Walter W. Jacobs, minister of education at 
Union Avenue Baptist Church, Memphis, ac
cepted the call to serve in a similar capacity 
for the Edwards Road Baptist Church in

April

COMMITMENT—Southern Baptist churches are observing Life Commitment and 
Church vocations month during April with the theme "Discovery: Your 
Tomorrow." April 22 has been designated as Church Vocations Sunday.

and Our Churches
Greenville, S.C. He has served in the Mem
phis post for over three years. Prior to that he 
was at First Baptist Church in Jackson, Tenn.

CHURCHES
Trinity Baptist Church, Michie, had ground 

breaking services on April 1 for a church 
building. Construction on the new facility will 
begin immediately, according to Pastor J.H. 
Hutcherson.

PEOPLE...
Billy F. Shockley was ordained as a deacon 

at Magna View Baptist Church, Talbott, 
earlier this month. C.H. Christopher is pastor.

Mr. and Mrs. J.E. Mills, First Baptist 
Church, Jefferson City, will observe their 50th 
wedding anniversary on May 11. Larry M. 
Taylor is pastor of the church.

Inglewood Baptist Church, Nashville, will 
license Herman Rippy to preach the gospel 
ministry. James D. Hopkins is pastor.

Deacon ordination services were held 
recently at Chinquapin Grove Baptist Church 
in Bluff City. Ordained to the diaconate were: 
Kenneth Hyatt, Harmon Glover, Raymie 
Glover, and John Hicks Jr. David Tydings is 
pastor.

Meadow View Baptist Church, 
Lawrenceburg, ordained Kenneth S. Moore 
and Jerry D. Smith as deacons recently. The 
ordination sermon was delivered by John 
Bolton, director of missions for Lawrence 
County Association. Also participating in the 
service were Larry Glass and Pastor Edwin 
Marston.

Members of Wallace Memorial Baptist 
Church, Knoxville, honored their pastor,

James McCluskey, on the occasion of his 20th 
anniversary as pastor of the church. Mc
Cluskey was presented with several gifts and 
a love offering from the membership. Accor
ding to a church spokesman, one of the first 
mission acts of McCluskey was the establish
ment of Cumberland Baptist mission in north
west Knoxville. The mission is now a self- 
supporting church. The building of the mis
sion was one of four building programs during 
his ministry. He has also led the church to 
become one of the 10 leading churches in the 
state in mission giving.

Park Avenue Baptist Church, Nashville, is 
scheduled to ordain Paul de Graffenreid, 
Larry Allen, Dale Sheppard, Gary Sisco, Ray 
Thomas, David Robinson, and Steve 
Moorefield as deacons on Wednesday, April 
18. Bob Mowrey is pastor at Park Avenue.

Former Tennessean Mike Williams has ac
cepted the pastorate of Pine Crest Baptist 
Church in Gainesville, Ga. A native of 
Donelson, Tenn., he served the Volunteer 
State as minister of music and youth at 
Beaver Dam Baptist Church in Knoxville and 
First Baptist Church in Manchester, and 
minister of music at Woodbury Baptist 
Church, Woodbury. He was ordained to the 
gosepl ministry by the Beaver Dam church. 
Williams goes to Georgia from Louisville, 
Ky., where he was associate pastor of Clifton 
Baptist Church.

Jim Pierce was scheduled to be ordained to 
the gospel ministry by Mooresville Pike Bap
tist Church in Columbia on April 8. Sam 
Burnette, Holdenville, Okla., preached the or
dination sermon. Terry Ailor, First Baptist 
Church, Mt. Pleasant, delivered the charge. 
Pierce is a member of First Baptist Church in 
Mt. Pleasant.

Lyman B. McDonald, director of missions 
in Gibson County Association from 1969-72, 
died recently in North Carolina. He died 
following open heart surgery. At the time of 
his death, he was a pastor in Davidson, N.C.

Center Baptist Church, Trenton, ordained 
Earl Leeper as a deacon last month.

FMB committee announces
profile of new executive

KANSAS CITY, Mo.(BP)—The successor to 
Baker J. Cauthen should be a person with un
questioned commitment to foreign missions 
and preferably should have served as a mis
sionary, a search committee report indicates.

The report, made at the Southern Baptist 
Foreign Mission Board’s April meeting in 
Kansas City, outlined a three-part profile of 
the type person being sought as the board’s 
next executive director. Cauthen plans to 
retire at the end of 1979.

The 15-member group specified that it will 
seek a person who has “unquestioned com
mitment to foreign missions, with a broad 
knowledge and understanding of missions, 
preferably including missionary service.”

M. Hunter Riggins Jr., the Poquoson, Va., 
layman who heads the committee, noted in in
troducing the report, “We cannot accept se
cond best.” He said the committee felt it was 
essential to prepare a profile before starting 
to consider individuals. -

Stressing the importance of divine leader
ship in the committee’s work, the chairman 
said the report was being presented for “the 
information” of the board and any sugges
tions it might have.

The full profile is as follows:
1. Personal data: highest of Christian in

tegrity; unquestioned commitment to foreign 
missions, with a broad knowledge and 
understanding of missions, preferably in
cluding missionary service; totally Christian 
home life, with a companion who is fully sup
portive in mission commitment; sound mind 
and body, and willing to undergo a com-

* Citizen’s Corner 4
By Jerry M. Self

Public affairs and Christian life 
consultant u.

Christian stewardship applies to political 
activity, too!

Consider, if you will, the wasted time and 
energy spent fighting imaginary foes. For 
over three weeks one or more persons have 
called or stopped me every day to ask about a 
petition circulating to 
halt Mrs. O’Hair from 
taking religious pro
gramming off the air. 
The petition is four 
years out of date and 
was wrong even when 
it was timely.

Usually there is a 
story attached to the 
query about the peti
tion. “The high school 
is buzzing. Our stu Self

dents are excited about a worthwhile 
project.” Or, “Everyone at work has a 
separate copy of the petition.” Sometimes it 
is a men’s club or a women’s group who is 
outraged because of this anonymous piece of 
paper.

The result is a bad witness. Millions of er
roneous petitions descend upon Washington 
causing a waste of taxpayers’ money. Who 
needs it!

There are timely and legitimate causes 
which could use that energy and commit
ment. In fact, there is a cousin cause similar 
to the petitioners’ concern except that it is a 
real life issue. HR3333 is an attempt to rewrite 
the Federal Communications Act. This bill 
currently before the United States House of 
Representatives would do away with the con
cept that the air waves are a public resource. 
If passed, it would allow radio stations and 
television broadcasters to forget about the 
public interest.

Write your U.S. congressman or con
gresswoman your concern that the broadcast 
media continue to be held legally responsible 
to broadcast in the public interest. Write a 
personal letter. Don’t waste your time on peti
tions. Especially shy away from causes that 
make us all look like buffoons.

prehensive examination at the time of con
sideration; active participation in the work of 
a local Southern Baptist church; compassion 
for the lost and concern for human need; 
theologically in the mainstream of Southern 
Baptist life, with an appreciation of the ra
tionale behind differing doctrinal opinions; 
attitude of servanthood and friendliness 
toward people of all nationalities and 
cultures.

2. Church and denominatonal data: 
Southern Baptist loyalty and a knowledge of 
Southern Baptists distinctive doctrine, polity, 
and ways of cooperation; good working rela
tionship with all facets of Baptist life, par
ticularly with Woman’s Missionary Union and 
the Executive Committee of the Southern 
Baptist Convention; willingness to cooperate 
with all directors of agencies in the Southern 
Baptist Convention; understanding of and 
commitment to the philosophy of the Foreign 
Mission Board.

3. Qualities and abilities: an able ad
ministrator who can embrace change, work 
well with others and has strong abilities in 
financial management; an outstanding com
municator who can challenge and motivate 
Southern Baptists; pastoral concern and em
pathy, particularly with the missionary 
family; excels in interpersonal relationships; 
enthusiastic motivator capable of generating 
loyalty, dedication, and responsiveness from 
the staff, missionaries and the board 
members; a person of vision who leads with 
boldness and creativity in developing and in
itiating goals and strategies; a good listener 
capable of receivng and assimilating counsel.



Page 8 Baptist and Reflector April 18, 1979

Bible Puzzle
Answers on page 10 By Jini N. Griffith

ACROSS

1 Roll of paper money
4 Land <Judg. 11:3; 

poss.)
8 “and smoking — 

shall he not quench” 
(Matt. 12)

12 Gone by
13 “are accounted to — 

over” (Mark 10)
14 With the maimed and 

blind (Luke 14:13)
15 Arikara
16 “their feet — to evil” 

(Prov. 1)
17 Man (Neh. 7:20)
18 Doer of good 

(Prov. 17:22; 2 words)
22 Stir
23 Witticism
24 Notary Public: abbr.
26 King (2 Sam. 8:9)
29 Caleb, for one 

(Num. 13)
31 Fisherman, of a kind

D X W 0 V M P

X W J W X V 0

V U Q W A

33 Tunes
35 Erode
37 King of Midian 

(Num. 31:8)
38 Scotsman's symbol
40 Paid player
42 Trifle
43 Sutfix for mop or top
44 Land (Gen. 4:16)
46 Bezaleel’s father

(Ex. 31:2)
48 “According to the 

----- ” (1 Cor. 3)
53 Abominate
56 Society of homeless 

men
57 Summer cooler
58 Fruit
59 Knows about
61 Large snake
62 Ladies in Spain: 

abbr.
63 Ornamental 

moulding
64 Arrangement: abbr.

CRYPTOVERSE

OVVTWDX UMVQ

PWDX COO DX

DOWN

1 “there is none — ” 
(Hag. 1)

2 Father of Shammah 
(2 Sam. 23:11)

3 Performer
4 Officer of the 

company: abbr.
5 “For what is----- ” 

(1 Thess. 2)
6 Color
7 Type of dolmen in 

Algiers
8 “they — with their 

tongue” (Psa. 5)
9 Boy

10 Pierre’s friend
11 Foreigner: 

comb, form
19 Egyptian god
20 Units of length: abbr.
21 Hind
24 Mountain 

(Deut. 34:1)
25 “that men — every 

where” (1 Tim. 2)
26 Bugle call
27 Greasy
28 Man’s name
30 Caroline island
32 Permit
34 Children of Asaph 

(Neh. 7:44)
36 “the only----- ” 

(John 17)
39 “in the coast of —” 

(Josh.12)
41 Spanish gold
45 “the seed of —”

(2 Tim. 2)
47 Condition word
49 Feast place

(John 4:46)
50 One of twelve 

(Josh.18:24)
51 Scent
52 Precious
53 Musical instrument: 

abbr.
54 Eastern church veil
55 Chinese pagoda
60 Negative reply

X W C I W A

W K V A K

Today’s Cryptoverse clue: U equals F

To change or correct 
your address

Attach in this space your address 
label found on the front page of your 
latest copy of the BAPTIST AND 
REFLECTOR. Please give your new 
address below—including your zip 
code. When changing address, please 
give two weeks notice. Please write, 
do not call address changes to insure 
accuracy.

A magazine article makes a point worth noting^ “A clergyman can avoid ministerial 
burnout if he stops trying to be the ‘bionic minister’, a dynamo who constantly drives 
himself—forgetting that he, too, is human.”

As they frantically rush along, some ministers are harder to stop than a waitress in a busy 
restaurant.

It is a terrible thought, but it may be true that some clergymen are so busy that even God 
can’t get their attention.

Of course, we need not be reminded" that these are urgent, troubled times, and the con
cerned minister must ‘‘work to beat the devil.” But it is also an appropriate time to underline 
that wise old saying: ‘‘Work as if everything depended on you, but entrust it all to God because 
you know that everything depends on Him.”

• No minister wants to rust out. Neither does he want to burn out. But he ought to remember 
that the God who called him wants him to hold out.

The position of Peter
By Hershel H. Hobbs

“The elders which are among you I exhort, 
who also am an elder, and a witness of the suf
ferings of Christ, and also a partaker of the 
glory that shall be revealed.” 2 Peter 5:1

One of the long-debated subjects in 
Christendom is the position occupied by 
Peter. On the basis of Matthew 16:18-19 and 
other isolated verses of Scripture, the Roman 
Catholics claim that he was the first pope. 
Others see him as the head of the apostles.

As for Peter being the first pope, Robert 
Baker (A Summary of Christian History, 
Broadman, 1959, p. 73) says that Leo I (A.D. 
440-461) was the first pope. Even Roman 
Catholic historians agree that the claim that 
Peter was the first pope cannot be verified. 
This claim is based on neither Scripture nor 
secular history, but on Roman Catholic tradi
tion (Baker, pp. 74-75).

As for Peter being head of the apostles, the 
other apostles did not so recognize him. They 
constantly debated who would have first 
place in Christ’s kingdom (Matt. 18:1; Mark 
9:33-35; 10:35-45; Luke 22:24-27). Of course, 
by his outspoken nature Peter was something 
of a leader, but not the head of the Twelve. 
This headship belonged to Jesus. The leaders 
of the Jerusalem church did not apply this 
position to him (Acts 11:1-18). Paul did not so

record that Peter ever was pastor of a local 
church. But in his own words he admitted 
being equal but not superior to other elders.

Like Mariolatry (worship of Mary) the idea, 
that Peter was the first pope was the result of 
a long and gradual growth. But 
history—Biblical or otherwise—supports 
neither of these dogmas. Christ has no vice- 
regent on earth in the person of a man. He 
himself is present in His Holy Spirit directing 
the affairs of His church and kingdom.

Even though the news media refer to Peter 
as the first pope, it does so out of tradition. It 
is not the depository of all human wisdom. 
And constant repeating of an untrue state
ment does not make it true.

Hobbs to highlight 
preaching weeks

NASHVILLE—Bible Preaching Con- 
ferences at Ridgecrest and Glorieta Baptist 
Conference Centers June 30-July 6 and July 
21-27 respectively will feature special Bible 
study opportunities this summer in addition 
to a wide range of training conferences.

Herschel H. Hobbs, pastor emeritus of First 
Baptist Church, Oklahoma City, and former 
SBC president, will lead daily Bible study ses
sions at both conference centers on The Ax-

regard Peter (Gal. 2:9, 11).

Furthermore, Peter did not so consider 
himself. In 1 Peter 5:1 “elder” means 
“fellow-elder” (v. lb). “Elder” was one title 
for the office we call “pastor.” There is no

All correspondence relating
to your subscription
should be accompanied by our address 
label. If you are receiving duplicate 
copies, please send both labels.

Address all requests to:
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Brentwood, Tennessee 37027

Name _________________________
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ioms of Religion, based on his revised edition 
of E.Y. Mullins’ classic book of the same title.

Hobbs’ six sessions will deal with the ax
ioms, or self-evident truths, especially as they 
relate to Southern Baptists. Included in the 
week-long studies will be sessions on the 
theological, religious, ecclesiastical, moral, 
religio-civic, and social axioms.

Annual conferences dealing with pastoral 
ministries, deacon training, career guidance, 
weekday education, youth ministry, minister 
of education/administration training, and 
church secretary certification also will be of
fered. 

*

FIBER GLASS BAPTISTRIES
Repair Old and Build New 

Call 373-0710 or Write
ASHBAUGH FIBER GLASS

P.O. Box 22894, Nashville, Tenn. 37202

Spring 
Bible Conference

April 18-22, 
10 A.M. and 7 P.M.

Beginning Wendesday Night
Brentwood Baptist Church 

Franklin Rd. at Meadowlake Rd. 
Brentwood, TN Phone 373-2992

Visit

G^^tas Gardens 
Gatlinburg, Tennessee

"An Experience To Remember” X

For free color brochure, write to: 
Christas Gardens, P. O. Box 587B, 

Gatlinburg, Tennessee 37738Ml»» Bertha Smith 
Missionary, Author, Speaker
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On Matters of

Family Living
By B. David Edens

Director, Marriage and Family Program 
Stephens College, Columbia, MO 65201

To my beloved children
In writing this column for over 20 years, I 

have tried to bring you the most reliable data 
on marriage and the family. Today, I want to 
digress from that and share with you a part of 
a letter from a mother with terminal cancer 
to her children:

To my beloved children,
I particularly felt the need and urgency of 

speaking to each one of you separately and 
sharing with you some of the deep things on 
my heart.

First of all, I am asking you to release me 
entirely to God. I am ready to go and be with 
Him and how very real and close heaven is to 
me. For sometimes as I pray, I have to open 
my eyes to see if Christ is not visibly by my 
bedside.

Of course, underlying all we say and do, we 
pray constantly to be in His will and nothing 
above this. Of course, I want to live and I still 
feel as if I have more work to accomplish. I 
want you to earnestly pray that I will be made 
whole, because I want desperately to live 
because I love life and have everything to live 
for!

But I do not want to be an invalid if God will 
spare me that. At this time of talking with 
you, I had not yet come to the place that I 
could be willing to say, “Make me an invalid 
if that is in your plan.” I have said that, and I 
pray I truly mean it.

This disease is so devastating and all of us 
have suffered so much during the past two 
years—mentally, physically, emotionally, 
and financially as the prolonged illness takes 
its terrible toll.

If God does see best to take me soon, I want 
to know God has allowed me to meet all my 
goals thus far, and I have had a wonderful 
time.

Always you have made me grateful, but 
most especially in your spouses whom I could 
not love more even if I had given them birth. 
All of your homes are built on the premise of 
God first, family second, and vocation third. 
Each of you is loyal to the church for which I 
praise God. God works in other ways, but I 
still believe the organized church is His main 
way—so stay close to the church.

Your Dad has made me mpre in love with 
him today than 36 years ago. Surely, we have 
had differences, because when an irresistible 
object meets an immovable force only the 
grace of God, deep love and tremendous 
respect for each other and the determination 
to make marriage work can be so successful.

One of the goals I have not reached is being 
a grandmother I intended to be. How I long to 
do that. Because I feel little children have a 
special spiritual quality about them for they 
are so shortly come from God. So being with 
them, listening to them, and playing with 
them is a spiritual experience.

I had longed to take them on trips, have 
:hem and their friends for swimming and 
dumber parties. How I should love to teach 
hem some of the great things God has taught 
■ne, passing on from one generation to 
mother the wonders of the living God.

But God may see fit to let you, their 
parents, pass on a bit of what you- have 
learned from me. For I truly love my Saviour 
with all my heart, and I love you my family 
with the deepest devotion I believe a person is 

■ capable of experiencing.
Unbounded love,

Mother

The mother who wrote this letter was a 
Tennessee Baptist, American Mother of the 
Year, and my sister, Mrs. Ellen Edens Mc- 
Zall of Memphis. She died March 23, 1979.

Public school prayer amendment 
wins, loses in U.S. Senate votes

By Stan Hastey
WASHINGTON(BP)-Conservative U.S. 

Sen. Jesse Helms, N.C, won a tainted vic
tory when his effort to remove “voluntary” 
school prayer from the jurisdiction of the 
federal courts won one vote, then lost another 
more important test in Senate action April 9.

Helms, a Southern Baptist who has for 
years opposed his denomination’s position on 
the explosive subject of prayer in the public 
schools, first saw his amendment attached to 
a bill refining certain jurisdictional questions 
for the U.S. Supreme Court. But then he wat
ched as Senate leaders stripped the amend
ment from a measure which would create a 
new Department of Education.

The Senate- leadership, keyed by Majority 
Leader Robert C. Byrd, W.Va., devised the 
strategy after Helms’ amendment surpris
ingly was attached to the Department of 
Education’s bill on April 5. The leadership op
posed the action for fear that it would scuttle 
the measure. If enacted, the bill would take 
education out of the Department of Health, 
Education, and Welfare (HEW) and set up a 
separate cabinet-level Department of Educa
tion alone.

Byrd’s strategy worked to perfection. After 
introducing the Helms language as an amend
ment to the Supreme Court bill, Byrd pro
ceeded to vote for the Helms proposal, which 
passed 51-40. Immediately after that vote, 
however, Byrd moved to strip the Helms 
language from the Department of Education 
bill, succeeding in a 53-40 roll call vote.

During debate on the latter move, Helms 
argued that his proposal would be “effect
ively killed” if left attached to the Supreme 
Court measure. He said that the chairman of 
the House Judiciary Committee, U.S. Rep. 
Peter W. Rodino Jr., N.J., whose committee 
will have jurisdiction in the House of 
Representatives, has reportedly expressed 
opposition to the Supreme Court bill.

Rodino is also opposed to Helms’ efforts to

Louisiana native leads 
Memphis' Poplar Avenue

J. Wayne Morrow is serving as pastor of 
Poplar Avenue Baptist Church in Memphis.

The Louisiana native is a graduate of 
Centenary College in Shreveport, La. He is 
enrolled presently at Mid-America Baptist 
Theological Seminary, Memphis.
"Before coming to his first Tennessee 

pastorate, Morrow led churches in Quitman 
and Clay, La.

Missionary pens series 
for Liberian magazine

MONROVIA, Liberia—Tucker N. 
Callaway, Southern Baptist missinary, is now 
writing a column on Christianity and perti
nent problems and questions for Outlook a 
secular magazine in Liberia.

The magazine is a “monthly review and 
analysis of economic, social, cultural, and 
political events in Liberia, Africa, and the 
World,” according to its masthead. It is read 
primarily by young people, Liberian leaders 
and expatriates.

circumvent the Supreme Court’s 1962 and 1963 
decisions declaring unconstitutional 
government-sponsored prayer in the schools.

During the five-and-one-half-hour debate, 
Helms declared that the current “trouble” in 
the public schools “parallels almost pre
cisely” the 1962 and 1963 decisions of the high 
court.

He repeatedly challenged his Senate col
leagues to rise and cite one child who has been 
harmed by voluntary prayer in the schools. “I 
just don’t understand” opposition ot letting 
“little school children” have the “right of 
voluntary prayer,” he said.

Helms pledged to seek to attach his pro
posal to every bill that comes before the 
Senate until both houses of Congress are 
forced to consider it.

Joining the recently-reelected North 
Carolina senator was his fellow Southern Bap
tist, Sen. Strom Thurmond, S.C., who made 
an impassioned plea that if U.S. senators can 
have weekly prayer meetings in the Capitol 
building and have their daily sessions opened 
with prayer, school children should be al
lowed to do the same.

On the other side, the fight against the 
Helms proposal was led all afternoon by Sen. 
Edward M. Kennedy, Mass., who argued 
repeatedly the traditional Baptist stance on 
separation of church and state.

Kennedy, a Roman Catholic, labeled the 
Helms proposal an “assault” on the the 
Supreme Court and warned that the move 
would be a “precedent for all types of 
mischief.” He said the Senate would then feel 
it could remove from jurisdiction of the 
federal courts, including the Supreme Court, 
itself, any matter it chose, thereby provoking 
a constitutional crisis involving the separa
tion of powers between Congress and the 
Supreme Court.

Helms’ proposal, Kennedy argued, pointed 
the way to an “extremely dangerous and 
foreboding path.”

Kennedy cited the opposition of numerous 
religious denominations to the Helms posi
tion, including a letter from Baptist Joint 
Committee on Public Affairs Executive 
Director James E. Wood Jr. Wood’s letter 
was read by Kennedy into the Congressional 
Record.

Joining the Massachusetts senator was Sen. 
Charles M. Mathias Jr., Md., who predicted a 
“chaotic situation” if the Helms proposal 
ever became law. “It would have the effect of

THANKS 
TENNESSEE BAPTISTS

Because of 
your love— 
you put a 
smile bock 
on my face. 

TENNESSEE BAPTISTS CHILDREN'S HOMES, INC. 
Evans B. Bowen, Executive Director-Treasurer 
P.O. Box 347, Brentwood, Tennessee, 37027

wiping the name of John Marshall from the 
annals of the Supreme Court,” he said, referr
ing to the high court’s famed chief justice who 
led the court in 1803 to rule that it has jurisdic
tion over laws passed by Congress.

Mathias said members of the Senate would 
“do violence” to their oath of office to uphold 
the Constitution by voting for Helms’ pro
posal.

Helms’ effort is the latest in a long series of 
moves to overturn the effect of the Supreme 
Court’s rulings that government may not re
quire or officially sponsor religious devo- 
tionals in the public schools.

He has repeatedly introduced a constitu
tional amendment to allow “voluntary” 
prayer. That effort has always failed, 
however, due largely to the opposition of the 
chairman of the Senate Subcommittee on 
Constitutional Amendments, Sen. Birch 
Bayh, Ind.

During recent years, Helms has turned to 
the seldom-used device provided for in the 
Constitution for removing from federal court 
jurisdiction a given issue.

As tenacious as Helms has been, he has 
always encountered the official opposition of 
his own denomination. The Southern Baptist 
Convention went on record in 1964 supporting 
the Supreme Court position on prayer and 
Bible reading in the schools. The denomina
tion’s Washington-based Baptist Joint Com
mittee has consistently opposed all efforts to 
amend the Constitution as well as the jurisdic
tional device employed by Helms to overturn 
the effect of the high court’s decisions.

Wood, the agency’s chief executive, 
delcared in a statement after the Senate ac
tions that Helms’ proposal is “totally un
necessary,” noting that the Supreme Court 
“has never ruled against voluntary prayer in 
the public schools.”

He said he was “saddened” by the vote at
taching the Helms language to the Supreme 
Court bill and warned that removing from the 
federal courts the question of the constitu
tionality of prayer in schools “is dangerous to 
the concept of free society” and “injurious to 
both a free church and a free state.”

CHURCH FURNITURE 
From Factory to Church 

RAINSVILLE CHURCH PEW 
COMPANY

Route No. 1, Box 405 
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Missionary's colorful residence 
helps boost Ghana attendance

UNIFORM SERIES
Lesson for Sunday, April 22

TAMALE, Ghana—Everybody in 
Zugudaboguni turned out to see the brightly 
colored house where the missionaries slept. 
So great was the interest that services had to 
be moved outside the small, mud-block 
church building to accommodate the crowds.

W. Ralph Davis, Southern Baptist mis
sionary from Mississippi, had come to the 
village of Zugudaboguni for a three-day 
revival. The church was the farthest out in the 
bush of all the Tamale association churches.

Friends of the Davises in the United States 
at Rich Fork Baptist Church in Thomasville,
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N.C., donated the tent. It is one of the fancy, 
colorful models with aluminum tubing frame 
and nylon screenings.

It was given so that the Davis family could 
use it for some degree of privacy and safety 
from poisonous snakes or scorpions when 
they needed to stay in the bush longer than 
one day.

The Davises visited every one of the 25 or so 
compounds of the village, greeting the people, 
and inviting them to services. Pastor Issifu 
Alhassan visited with them.

An experimental 7 a.m. devotional service 
proved successful because the farmers were 
willing to delay going to their farms until the 
service finished. And always the people came 
back for one more look at the tent.

By the end of the revival, several had made 
professions of faith, including the chief 
himself. The Davises, aided by a teacher and 
students from the Baptist Training Center in 
Tamale, are returning to Zugudaboguni each 
week to teach an inquirers class.

In this case the colorful tent turned out to be 
more than shelter—it was a way to open the 
doors to Christian witness.

National Church Furnishings, Inc. 
1123 Church Street, Suite 408 
Nashville, Tennessee 37203 

Phone (615) 254-0836
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One in the Spirit
By Carolyn D. Blevins 

instructor, religion department 
Carson-Newman College, Jefferson City

Basic Passage: I Corinthians 12:1-28- -
Focal Passages: I Corinthians 12:4-7, 12-18, 26-27

Blevlnt

Gifts produce strange responses. Excite
ment. Disappointment. Surprise. Anxiety. 
Appreciation. Fear. Pride. Denial. The gifts 
we call abilities are often denied. Denying 
abilities is frequently an escape from the 
challenge of using them. Perhaps the fear of 
failure prompts denial 
of skills. Church 
nominating commit
tees sometimes 
discover church 
members who would 
rather deny their 
talents than use them.

The Corinthian 
church had the op
posite problem. Its 
members were brag
ging about their gifts.
Some Christians seemed to think their 
abilities were superior. Their boasting tended 
to alienate and divide. Conceit certainly was 
not an aid to unity. The church was handi
capped and ineffective when it ranked 
spiritual gifts in order of importance. Paul 
was disturbed at the Christian’s lack of under
standing concerning spiritual gifts (v. 1).

Pagan hangover (vv. 2-3)
Several of the Corinthian Christians came 

from Greek pagan backgrounds. Many of the 
pagan religions were known for their ex
cesses. Some of the cults practiced rituals 
which culminated in uncontrolled frenzies. 
Apparently, some of these pagan practices 
crept into Christian worship.

Some worshippers were even cursing Jesus 
in their frenzy of being filled with the spirit. 
That was too much for Paul. Whatever their 
reason for uttering the curse, Paul was sure it 
had nothing to do with the Holy Spirit. The 
Spirit of God didn’t produce cursing fits. 
God’s Spirit moved people to commitment to 
live under God’s rule. In order for the Spirit to 
be effective in the Corinthian church, the 
pagan influences had to be purged. Pagan 
practices could not be confused with the Holy 
Spirit.

Many gifts, one source (vv. 4-7)

Paul acknowledged the diversity of gifts. 
God gave a variety of gifts to His children. 
Differing abilities were needed because the 
church had so many areas of service. Specific 
work demanded particular skills. God 
equipped each person with distinctive talents.

Spiritual gifts were not ranked good, better, 
best. All skills came from God. All work was 
God’s work. Regardless of the ability or 
chore, the task was vital because it was God’s 
task. God needed every gift the Corinthians 
had. None were insignificant. None were 
superior.

Every Christian could do something. No 
Christian could do everything. Each spiritual 
gift contributed to the total effectiveness of 
the Corinthian church. A variety of gifts were 
needed.

Many abilities were given to the Corinthian 
Christian. But all the talents came from one 
source. Paul repeatedly attributed the 
numerous gifts to the same Spirit, Lord and 
God.

For example (vv. 8-11)
Christianity was expressed through many 

different gifts. Some people had a special gift 
of wisdom. Wisdom was understanding God 
as revealed in Christ. Others had knowledge. 
Knowledge was the ability to relate wisdom to 
everyday living.

(
Paul also mentioned the gift of unusual 

faith. Some Christians had the unique quality 
of a powerful faith.

Gifts of healing and working miracles were 
common in the Christian community. First 
century Christians expected miracles and 
experienced them.

Preaching or prophecy was a gift. An 
equally essential ability was the skill to deter
mine when preaching was true and when it 
was false. Both gifts were essential in a Chris
tian community.

Some Christians had the capacity to speak 
in tongues and thought it was the greatest 
gift. Paul did not. Others were skilled in 
interpreting tongues.

The Corinthian church was blessed with a 
rich variety of gifts. It was a fortunate 
church. Notice how Paul emphasized the 
source of all gifts. God was a magnanimous 
giver!

Diverse oneness (vv. 12-28)
One of the world’s mysteries that has con

founded man for ages is the human body. It is 
the subject of numerous books, documen
taries, and much research. A healthy body is 
a whole body. When any part of the body is 
missing the body is handicapped.

Each part of the body does superbly what it 
is made to do. Elbows can’t walk, eat or see. 
But elbows make an arm extraordinarily 
useful. Elbows are a small but most needed 
part of the body.

Paul used the awe and respect of a function
ing physical body to illustrate the importance 
of each gift in the church which was the body 
of Christ. Lacking a particular gift did not 
decrease the value of any Christian. You can 
almost see Paul's sense of humor surfacing in 
verse 17. Paul asked the Corinthians to 
imagine their body was one giant ear. 
Perhaps, the huge ear would be the world’s 
best listener. But how would it smell? Or see? 
Or eat? Or walk? Or think?

Paul made his point. No ability was so great 
it could stand alone. No talent was adequate 
for all Christian service. Each person, or each 
part of the body, had a unique function. A 
properly functioning body needed the service 
of every part. When any part failed the whole 
body was impaired. Not only did the affected 
area suffer, the entire body suffered.

All gifts were vital to the Christian com
munity. The entire church profited when all 
gifts were used. Christian service was 
diminished when some gifts were unused.

FJaul bundled both comfort and challenge 
into verses 22-25. What a comfort it was to be 
assured no gift was insignificant. On the other 
hand, it was also a challenge. Responsibility 
was strongly suggested.

Diversity of ability did not mean uni
formity. The eye, ear, nose, feet, and hands 
were all parts of the same body. They had dif
fering functions but were united as a body. 
The Christian church also needed unity with 
diversity.

The Corinthians were not alone in their 
struggle with spiritual gifts. Christians today 
have similar struggles. There is still a need to 
refrain from ranking Christian service as 
superior or inferior. Churches need people 
who will dare to recognize and acknowledge 
their own spiritual gifts. And these people 
must be willing to stretch their abilities to the 
utmost potential. Imagine what Christianity 
could do if all Christians remove the harness 
from their spiritual gifts!
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LIFE AND WORK SERIES 
Lesson for Sunday, April 22

A call
By Jack May, pastor 

Broadmoor Baptist Church, Memphis

Basic Passage: 1 Kings 17-19
Focal Passages: 1 Kings 18:17-21; 19:4, 11-12, 18

“Once to every may and nation. 
Comes the moment to decide;
In the strife twix truth and falsehood, 
For the good or evil side!”
Decision is as much a part of life as eating 

or sleeping. Every day we are called upon to 
decide and then to face 
the results of our deci
sions. But what about 
the decisions facing 
believers in Jesus? 
How are our decisions 
to differ? Dietrich 
Bonhoeffer, in his 
book, The Cost of 
Discipleship, says: 
“When Christ calls a 
man, he bids him 
come and die!” This 
implies that one is called upon to make deci
sions not only in the beginning of the Christian 
journey but in the continuation of it.

“God’s Representatives in Troubled 
Times,” is the general theme of the next 
several lessons. These are designed to assist 
us in our everyday lives as we make decisions 
to confront or compromise with the evil 
around us. This very week you have been 
called upon to make decisions which will 
affect not only your life but the lives of others. 
How did you do?

This event in the life of Elijah the Tishbite 
in the ninth century before Christ will give us 
some vital assistance if we will let it be more 
than just a history lesson. This event focuses 
on one of the most dramatic events of the 
history of the Northern Kingdom! It is the 
contest, not between Elijah and the prophets 
of Baal, but between God and the devil, or be
tween the worship of the one true God or 
Satan himself.

Confrontation: (1 Kings 18:17-21)
Two grave dangers face every generation: 

ignorance and apathy. This was true in the 
time of our text. So many did not know any 
better than to worship Baal, and those who 
knew better (Ahab) could care less.

ThisTsame situation exists in our day. If one 
single word could summarize the prevailing
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to decision

attitude in all too many churches, it would be 
“broadmindness! ”

This is the very thing Elijah faced. Ahab 
had allowed his wife to bring in her false gods 
and offered no resistance, and this act had 
caused the very nation of God to err. As God’s 
representative in that troubled time, Elijah 
would have nothing of it. He had spoken out 
before against this false religion, and God had 
caused him to be His instrument to bring 
about a drought.

But now he comes to confront the evil in the 
presence of the ruler. This confrontation 
reveals the source of Elijah’s confidence. He 
knew that his God, who had caused the rain to 
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be withheld, could also answer by fire and 
prove Himself God!

Are we willing to measure God’s power to 
the same extent as Elijah did? Are we as sure 
that God is on our side as he was? “How long 
halt ye between two opinions?” This is a ques
tion believers face every day. If something is 
wrong, we are called upon to stand against it. 
Whether it be a cultural religion, gambling, 
corruption in government, immorality, etc., 
God calls upon us to speak out against it. We 
cannot avoid confrontation, so we had best be 
prepared to deal with it.

Despair: (1 Kings 19:4)
The humanity of the prophet is clearly 

revealed here. I am so glad that God does not 
try to hide the weakness of His Saints.

From the mountaintop of victory to the 
valley of defeat goes Elijah. You see, it not 
only takes courage but spiritual strength to 
make decisions for God. Elijah begins to 
bathe in self-pity, and this is azbad bath for 
any Christian to take, but God provided for 
this time in his life. He sent him back to Mt. 
Horeb, or Mt. Sinai to have his spiritual 
batteries recharged.

Do you have a place where God can charge 
you spiritually? The church is one place God 
has provided for us today, but not the only 
one. The closet of prayer is another; the Word 
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of God is another! Could it be that one reason 
more do not stand against wrong is because 
they do not have their spiritual batteries 
charged?

Assurance: (1 Kings 19:11-12, 18)
God revealed Himself to Elijah and gave 

him assurance dramatically. The “still small 
voice” was not what Elijah expected! God 
has just spoken by fire and this he expected 
again. But God can assure us in more ways 
than the spectacular. Who would have 
thought Helen Keller would have been used to 
witness for God? Or a current evangelist who 
is the victim of cerebral palsy? God also told 
Elijah that he was not alone! “No, never 
alone; no, never alone. He promised never to 
leave me, never to leave me alone!”

Rest assured that when God calls upon you 
to represent Him in a troubled time, He will 
provide the means with which to represent 
Him.

In a troubled time that sees the rise of false 
;ults that demand not only the worldly goods 
of people, but their very lives as well, it is 
time for God’s people to rise up and be 
counted. Can God depend on us, as He did 
Elijah? Remember the Word says: “...and be 
not conformed to this world, but be 
transformed by the renewing of your mind!” 
(Romans 12:2a)
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Viet Christians face hunger, poverty, death
By Baptist Press

Reports from a former missionary to Viet
nam and a Baptist pastor who just escaped 
from there indicate Christians are not doing 
well since the Communist takeover in 1975.

Peyton Moore, missionary now assigned to 
Hong Kong, told John Rutledge of the Baptist 
Standard that increasing shortages of food 
and medicine, and Vietnam’s wars with Cam
bodia and China are forcing some Christians 
to a choice of death by either suicide or star
vation.

“The recent letters we’ve gotten out of 
Saigon are quite depressing,” Peyton said. 
“They indicate a need for food and for 
medicine. The whole tone of the letters has 
been one of despair.”

Only three of the more than 30 Baptist chur
ches and chapels in Vietnam at the end of 1974 
are still operating. Two are Vietnamese and 
one is Chinese.

Dao Van Chinh, the first Baptist pastor to 
escape Vietnam, said the Chinese church is

“growing miraculously.” He said the church 
has about 100 members and is crowded with 
adults, mostly students, and factory workers. 
His last direct contact with the church was in 
1978.

Chinh told missionary press representative 
Maxine Stewart in a refugee camp in 
Thailand that pastoral work is increasingly 
difficult because most ministers are required 
to work at outside jobs, often some distance 
from home.

In Dalat, the local government has declared 
7 a.m. to 5 p.m. as work time, seven days a 
week. Those who cannot work gradually sell 
their animals and clothes in exchange for 
food. Christians in Vietnam are becoming 
physically and spiritually poor, Chinh said. 
“They can keep their faith and be steadfast 
only with the love and grace of God,” he said.

The trial of faith is harder in Vietnam than 
in other Communist or totalitarian countries 
because of the general economic condition, 
claimed Moore. High taxes make the people
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reluctant to produce, and this adds to the 
problem.

Although missionaries had been developing 
a lay leadership program before they left 
Vietnam, the church was neither large 
enough nor strong enough to prepare for life 
under communism.

“Most of the young men who felt called to 
preach were at draft age and were drafted,” 
Moore said. “We had a seminary, but we were 
not able to get the students any deferment of 
draft exemption. So we were trying to develop 
lay leaders all along.”

Chinh was assistant director of the Vietnam 
Baptist Theological Seminary in Saigon when 
the Communists took over. In the beginning, 
the Communists treated them kindly. The of
ficers got seminary permission to borrow 
some of the buildings for public use. But soon, 
they simply took over all the buildings and 
furnishings for official and personal use.

Although no one told them not to attend 
church or train seminary students, Chinh said 
they understood to do so would greatly annoy 
the government, especially local officers.

Chinh and his family stayed at the 
seminary until he was given the choice of 
leaving unconditionally or being separated 
from his family for “re-education.” They left.

He stayed in the country for three years, 
moving twice more. In December 1978 his 
family and six friends left the country in a 
diesel powered 20-foot boat. In 11 days they 
reached Songkhla Bay in Thailand where he 
now works in a refugee camp.

Border war with China has turned hostile 
attention to the Chinese merchant class in 
Saigon. Moore said many Chinese were 
rounded up and taken to the “new economic 
zones” to farm the jungle. A clampdown on 
private shops in March 1979 caused many 
Chinese to flee the country.

Daily life in Vietnam, even without 
religious repression, has been enough to con-
vince hundreds of thousands to risk their lives 
to escape the country. Some of the conditions 
refugees report:

—Soldiers billeted in some homes to

eliminate private conversations.
—Absence of a free press, and threat of in

ternment for listening to shortwave radio 
broadcasts.

—Special passes required to visit relatives 
in another part of town.

—Arrests and kidnappings by the govern
ment without word to relatives or explanation 
of the charges.

—Mandatory indoctrination sessions three 
times a week, lasting from 7 p.m. to late at 
night.

Random forced relocation to “new 
economic zones” in the jungles.

Baptists in Vietnam are not trying to 
develop ways to reach a long-term working 
arrangement with the government as is the 
case in eastern Europe and the Soviet Union, 
Moore said. “I think most of them would give 
everything they have to get out.”

However, in Saigon, Baptists have united 
with other denominations to form an um
brella group that is recognized by the govern
ment.

Getting out may be getting easier. In 
January the Vietnamese government an
nounced it was going to allow somecitizens to 
leave the country legally. Moore sees that as 
a government move to gain badly needed 
western currency by processing exit visas for 
as much as $3,000 per person.

Little can be done to relieve the suffering in 
Vietnam, Moore said, unless Baptists are 
somehow allowed to send in relief directly to 
Baptists there. The Foreign Mission Board 
did respond with $500 to individual requests 
for help that got out of the country and were 
channeled through Hong Kong.

William R. Wakefield, board secretary for 
Southeast Asia, said the money was a symbol 
of continuing concern for Baptists in Vietnam 
and that he was studying other ways of giving 
encouragement to them.

The board left behind approximately 
$400,000 invested in an office building, the 
seminary and the beginnings of a com-
munications building. (BP)
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LOUISVILLE, Ky.(BP)—Evangelism and 
childbirth don’t exactly'go together like Lottie 
Moon and foreign missions or Annie Arm
strong and home missions.

If Steve and Kathy Spence carry out their 
proposed ministry, however, evangelism and 
childbirth could go hand-in-glove wherever 
they serve.

Though the idea was conceived two years 
ago while the Spences awaited the arrival of 
their first child, their somewhat unorthodox 
ministry won’t officially be born until 
sometime after Spence receives a master of 
religious education degree from the Southern 
Baptist Theological Seminary in June.

Then, somewhere, they hope to begin a 
Cradle Club with pre- and post-natal courses 
and instruction for expectant parents. Club 
members also would become prospects for 
evangelism outreach.

According to Spence, he and his wife were 
frustrated because their church didn’t offer 
some kind of ministry for parents-to-be two 
years ago. “We kept wondering where good 
childbirth classes were held,” he said. “We 
discovered that the only available classes 
then were in a Catholic hospital.”

Spence says his intended Cradle Club pro
gram will meet the crisis of childbirth by sup
plying needs and affording an opportunity to 
hear the gospel, all in a framework of friend
ship.

His wife, a registered nurse who teaches 
pre-natal classes, and is working toward cer
tification in the Childbirth Educator Training 
Association Inc., will play an important part.

A major thrust in the Cradle Club will be to 
prepare the parents-to-be for the birth of their 
offspring so that the event will be a positive 
experience for them.

As the pre-natal courses begin, the 
enrollees’ names and information will be used 
as prospects for the evangelism program. As 
time draws near for the baby to be born, 
deacons or other laypeople in the church 
would visit the prospective parents and help 
them with needs such as locating furniture, 
clothing, or other items.

The deacon also could go the hospital with 
the nervous father and provide needed moral 
support during the floor-pacing phase of the 
delivery.

Spence’s ministry doesn’t end when the 
baby and mother go home from the hospital.

He hopes to set up a telephone answering 
service for the new parents’ questions and 
problems. A church member whose offspring 
has made it through the throes of babyhood 
would be a resource person to answer ques
tions and to calm fears and anxieties.

The seminary student also is working on a 
loose leaf book containing material for a daily 
devotional guide, developmental stages dur
ing the beginning of baby’s life, names of doc
tors and hospitals and child abuse and child 
safety information.

Spain missionaries named
MADRID, Spain—Joseph W. and Lila Mef- 

ford, Southern Baptist missionaries from Col
orado, have been named home missionaries 
by the Spanish Baptist Union. The Meffords, 
who have served in Spain for 25 years, were 
named home missionaries by the Spanish 
union to join other home missionaries in a 
special five-year mission plan for evangeliz
ing Spain.


