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SBC to consider budget, election
18,000 expected 

in Houston 
next week

HOUSTON, Texas (BP)—Southern Baptists 
will seek a new president, beam an 
Astrodome rally throughout the U.S. via two 
satellites, listen to a recently freed Soviet 
dissident, and conduct a host of business when 
the Southern Baptist Convention convenes in 
Houston, June 12-14.

SBC President Jimmy R. Allen, who will 
preside over the 122nd annual session of the 
134-year-old SBC will step down after two one- 
year terms in the office and messengers will 
elect a successor.

Spearheaded by Allen, a Bold Mission 
Thrust Rally will seek to fill the 57,000-seat 
Astrodome, as Southern Baptist dedicate 
more than 1,100 missionaries and challenge 
1,000 others to dedicate themselves to mis
sionary service.

Allen and evangelist Billy Graham will 
close out the two-hour service, which takes 
the place of the SBC’s Wednesday evening 
session and will focus attention on the SBC’s 
Bold Mission Thrust goal to proclaim the 
message of Christ to the entire world by the 
year 2000.

A late addition to the program, Georgi Vins 
of the Soviet Union will address the Thursday 
evening closing session of the SBC. He is one 
of a battery of speakers scheduled at the 
three-day meeting of the nation’s largest Pro- 

TBSC pledges cooperation 
with Executive Board study

By Al Shackleford
The Board of Directors of the Tennessee 

Baptist Service Corporation has voted “to 
pledge full cooperation” to an Executive
Board committee which is to examine the 
relationship between the TBSC and the Ten
nessee Baptist Convention.

At a directors’ meeting June 4 in Knoxville, 
the TBSC board unanimously approved a mo
tion to authorize the executive director and 
accountant to share minutes and any other in
formation that the study committee desires. 
The directors further offered to hold a called 
meeting of the TBSC directors or its executive 
committee, if needed by the study committee.

In other action the TBSC Board of Directors 
asked its chairman, Ken Ross of Brentwood, 
to appoint a committee to investigate the 
possibility of taking legal action against those 
involved with TBSC in the Belmont Plaza pro
ject. The committee is to make a report to the 
full board at its next meeting.

Belmont Plaza is a 123-unit senior adult 
facility which was built by the TBSC with a 
$5-million bond issue. The complex was not 
opened when completed on Feb. 1, because of 
the lack of operating funds which TBSC 
leaders understood would be available from 
bond funds.

This committee will determine if the Ser
vice Corporation has reasons for bringing suit 
or not bringing suit against those involved in

GETTING READY—Chairs will be moved in, a platform built, and The Summit in 
Houston readied for the annual session of the Southern Baptist Convention, June 
12-14. Approximately 18,000 messengers are expected at next week's conven
tion.

testant denomination.
Vins, a dissident Soviet Baptist leader, was 

released along with four other Soviet 
dissidents, after months of negotiations by 
the Carter White House, in exchange for two 
Soviet spies.

Other speakers at the meeting, which will 
center on Bold Mission Thrust, include a 
variety of personalities. They are Charles 
Colson, former White House staff assistant 
under Nixon who now runs a Christian 
ministry for prisoners; Jerry Clower, country 

the planning, construction, and funding of the 
facility.

The TBSC directors also approved a com
mittee to consider a change of the Service
Corporation’s charter to include the word 
“handicapped” as well as elderly. It was 
pointed out that most government funds 
available for such projects use both the words 
“elderly” and “handicapped.”

In other action, the Board of Directors 
designated Ben White of Johnson City to serve 
as a consultant. He will consult with the Ser
vice Corporation, churches, associations and 
other Baptist groups concerning the 
availability of government funds for senior 
adult ministries and assist in the filing of ap
plications for such funds.

White will not receive a salary or expenses. 
He will receive the consultant’s fee which is 
provided by the government if the applica
tions are approved.

Wade Darby, TBSC executive-director, 
reported that there are now 60 people living at 
the Deer Lake Retirement Village in 
Nashville, with 15 others ready to move in. He 
added that the activities building will be com
pleted in about 30 days.

At the conclusion of the directors’ meeting 
on Monday afternoon, the board members 
toured the Baptist Health Care Center, Lenoir 
City, which the Service Corporation now 
manages.

humorist from Yazoo City, Miss. ; Porter W. 
Routh, who will retire July 31 as executive 
secretary-treasurer of the SBC Executive 
Committee; Emmanuel Scott, a black Baptist 
pastor from Los Angeles; Baker J. Cauthen, 
retiring executive director of the SBC Foreign 
Mission Board; William Hinson, pastor of 
First Baptist Church, New Orleans, who will 
deliver the convention sermon; Allen, who 
will give the president’s address; and others.

More than 18,000 persons around the nation 
are expected to register for the convention, 
which last year in Atlanta registered an all- 
time record of 22,872.

They will face a number of business items, 
in addition to speakers, agency reports, 
resolutions, inspirational sessions, and a 
variety of musical presentations.

Messengers will vote on a proposed 
$83-million national Cooperative Program 
unified budget and a $1,164,000 convention 
operating budget for 1979-80.

The messengers will also hear recommen
dations from the Executive Committee that 
the SBC not establish a seventh seminary and 
that no merger take place between the SBC 
Brotherhood Commission and the SBC Sun
day School Board.

The seminary proposal was recommended 
for study at last year’s SBC in Atlanta. The 
Executive Committee will recommend “that 
instead of a seventh seminary being con
sidered, the six present SBC seminaries be re-

May mission gifts reported 
as second highest month

May was the second highest month of mis
sion support through the Cooperative Pro
gram in Tennessee Baptists’ history, accord
ing to Tom J. Madden, executive secretary
treasurer of the Tennessee Baptist Conven
tion.

The mission gifts of $1,193,703.63 has been 
exceeded only by the $1,340,792.05 given in 
January 1979.

Last month’s gifts by Tennessee Baptists 
and their churches through the Cooperative 
Program were 10.6 percent higher than May 
1978. That month’s contributions were 

quested to study and report to the Executive 
Committee’s institutions workgroup how they 
can extend their ministries for meeting the 
needs for theological education m the state 
conventions in the Northeast, the North Cen
tral, the West, and the Northwest.”

The merger recommendation, made by 
George Bagley, executive secretary of 
Alabama Baptists, was rejected after a joint 
study of the question by the two agencies.

Both the Executive Committee and the 
Stewardship Commission will report on a mo
tion last year regarding denominational 
policy on charges for certain special services 
rendered by SBC agencies to churches.

John Green, a pastor from Indialantic, Fla., 
asked the Stewardship Commission to con
sider an alternate method to financing its 
Together We Build fund raising program, 
other than by charging churches using the 
service. He also asked the Executive Commit
tee to study the question of charges by agen
cies.

The Stewardship Commission, which 
charges the churches which use Together We 
Build on a cost-recovery basis, will respond, 
after a study, that “there is no more practical 
funding source available” than a direct 
charge to the limited number of churches 
which use the service.

Together We Build is a fund-raising techni
que, generally used for building, that secures 
money and pledges before a project is begun, 
thereby saving interest charges. The commis
sion raised over $30-million in this manner 
last year and over $100-million since the pro
gram began in 1969. Together We Build draws 
no support from the Cooperative Program.

The Executive Committee will recommend 
adoption of a statement interpreting current 
practices concerning charges for services 
rendered by SBC agencies. The statement 
says there have been exceptions to the 
general rule that SBC agencies which receive 
Cooperative Program or designated gifts 
make no charges to churches for their ser
vices.

The exceptions include allowing agencies to 
charge which “provide a service and/or 
materials to a limited number of churches 
where the service or materials is for fund- 
raising. They also include agencies “pro
viding curriculum materials, special 
materials or services to be used in a teaching 
or training program or in a study of the par
ticular problems of an individual church,” 
and for conferences, seminars, or training 
sessions conducted by an agency.

$1,079,007.73, which is the fifth highest TBC 
month, Madden noted.

The Cooperative Program budget goal for 
the November 1978-October 1979 convention 
year was set at $11.8-million by messengers to 
the 1978 state convention. This would make 
the monthly goal $983,333.33. May 1979’s 
receipts were $210,370.30 above the monthly 
goal or 21.4 percent.

Madden observed that some of last month’s 
Cooperative Program receipts were no doubt 
April gifts from Tennessee churches. Since

(Continued on page 2)
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LYING DOWN ON THE JOB—Workmen add the 
finishing touches to the steeple at Brentwood Bap
tist Church in Brentwood last week.

GETTING STARTED IS HALF THE BATTLE—After final 
inspection and approval, a crane begins the lift of 
the steeple toward the top of the new sanctuary.

POINTING THE WAY—Sitting atop the sanctuary, 
the steeple complements the $1.5 million building 
program.

Belmont Plaza Committee 
reviews four proposals

The Belmont Plaza Committee, at a 
meeting May 29, heard specific proposals 
from four different groups who are interested 
in taking over the financially-plagued apart
ment for senior adults in Nashville.

The committee was authorized by the 
special called Tennessee Baptist Convention 
April 5 “to sell or to transfer” the facility to 
dispose of the liability of Tennessee Baptist 
Service Corporation’s project. The TBSC had 
built the facility with a $5-million bond issue, 
but was unable to open it on its completion 
Feb. 1 because of the lack of operating funds.

Bill Coles, chairman, told the 13-member 
committee that Belmont College, Nashville, 
had declined to offer a third proposal on May 
11, as the college had indicated. On May 4, the 
college had presented two proposals to the 
committee. The committee offered a counter 
proposal, Coles said, and the college had in
dicated it would come up with a third proposal 
by May 11.

The committee has set its next meeting for 
June 28 and has asked several of those who 
presented proposals last week to come back 
with additional information.

During the May 29 meeting, the committee 
issued a statement concerning those wishing 
to make additional proposals.

The statement said, “The committee con
tinues its desire to receive any and all pro
posals for the disposition of Belmont Plaza. In 
its attempt to make the best possible disposi
tion for the convention, the committee would 
like to avoid complaints of those who feel they 
would have made a better proposal.”

The committee further asked that anyone 
wishing to make a proposal to do so in writing 
to the chairman on or before June 15. The 
chairman is Bill Coles, First American 
National Bank, 1604 21st Ave. South, 
Nashville, TN 37212.

During the May 29 meeting the committee 
agreed that is was looking for a proposal 
which would result in the least financial loss 
to the state convention and which would use 
Belmont Plaza as its original intention as a 
retirement center.

Malcolm Tolbert named 
professor at SEBTS

WAKE FOREST, N.C.-Malcolm 0 
Tolbert has been elected professor of New 
Testament at Southeastern Baptist 
Theological Seminary here.

Tolbert, pastor of First Baptist Church in 
Gainesville, Ga. since 1977, will begin his 
teaching duties at the Southern Baptist Con
vention seminary in the fall semester 1979. He 
taught New Testament and Greek at the New 
Orleans seminary from 1961-77 before assum
ing his present pastorate.

They also discussed the convention’s mo
tion that “if possible (to) maintain a relation
ship with the Tennessee Baptist Convention.”

Discussion also revolved around a question 
of whether or not Tennessee Baptists would 
be willing to take a greater financial loss to 
sell the facility outright to an outside group, 
or to sustain a lesser loss through some pro
posal which would keep the present bonds in 
place with a “wrap-around” bond issue to 
guarantee payments.

At the April 5 called TBC, Coles had told the 
messengers that the total loss could be be
tween $500,000 and $2-million.

Coles told the committee last week that he 
is still in contact with about 15 different 
groups who have expressed an interest in Bel
mont Plaza.

Other members of the committee, which 
were appointed by TBC president W. Fred 
Kendall II, Union City, are: James Austin, 
Rogersville; Russell Birmingham, Nashville; 
Paul Durham, Nashville; Ed Harris, Knox
ville; Robert E. Horrell, Memphis; Frank In
graham, Franklin; Jack McEwen, Chat
tanooga; Paul Shell, Memphis; James 
Winters, Nashville; and Paul Williams, 
Jackson. Executive Board president, Gerald 
Stow of Cookeville, and Kendall are ex officio 
members of the Belmont Plaza Committee.

New law threatens missionaries 
with $1-million in tax yearly

RICHMOND, Va.(BP)—A 1978 Congressional act that may cost Southern Baptist 
missionaries as much as $l-million annually in federal income taxes is causing concern 
at the Foreign Mission Board.

The Foreign Earned Income Act of 1978 eliminates a provision which previously ex
cluded income up to $20,000 for U.S. citizens working for charitable and religious 
organizations and living in foreign countries. The provision had covered all missionaries 
under appointment by the board who qualified as bona fide residents of foreign countries.

But starting with the 1979 taxable year, missionaries’ income will be subject to taxa
tion, according to Sidney C. Reber, director of the board’s management services divi
sion. Even with new deductions which would be allowed under the act, Reber estimates 
that several hundred thousand dollars (perhaps approaching $l-million) in additional 
tax will be imposed on the missionaries’ 1979 income.

"We believe that Congress did not intend for this act to present a hardship for public 
charities and religious organizations,” said Reber. “We believe it must have been an 
oversight.”

Because missionary salaries are based on a minimum support figure, the board has 
appointed a special subcommittee to study the situation and determine if the board can 
help missionaries with the taxes. But with budget figures already tight, additional ex
penses of this possible magnitude could force some overseas programs to be reduced or 
eliminated.

The board committee has urged Southern Baptists to ask their congressmen to sup
port legislation that would restore the previous income exclusion provisions for 
employees of public charities and religious organizations.

Another group working on the problem is the American Council of Voluntary Agen
cies for Foreign Service Inc., an association of major charitable organizations. Lawyers 
for the group have prepared a presentation in support of a proposed amendment to the 
new tax law.

Resolutions Committee

named for Houston
HOUSTON, Texas (BP)—Ten persons will 

serve on the Resolutions Committee 
appointed by SBC President Jimmy Allen for 
the Southern Baptist Convention in Houston, 
June 12-14.

They are Charles Myers, chairman, pastor 
of Alta Woods Baptist Church, Jackson, 
Miss.; Daniel Rivera, president, Mexican 
Baptist Bible Institute, San Antonio, Texas; 
C. Welton Gaddy, pastor, Broadway Baptist 
Church, Fort Worth, Texas; Marguerite 
Woodruff, professor, Mercer University, 
Macon Ga.; Charlotte (Mrs. Weston) Ware, 
Dallas, Texas; Edgar Cooper, editor, Florida 
Baptist Witness, Jacksonville, Fla.; John 
Lewis, pastor, Frist Baptist Church, Raleigh, 
N.C.; E. Stanley Branch, pastor, Fourth Mis
sionary Baptist Church, Houston, Texas; 
Paul Craven, pastor, First Baptist Church, 
Charleston, S.C.; and William Hillis, physi
cian, Baltimore, Md.

BSSB plans June seminar
NASHVILLE—A seminar for career 

librarians is scheduled June 18-22 at the Sun
day School Board’s Church Program Train
ing Center here.

Emphasis will be placed on media center 
organization and operation and on interper
sonal relationships with the media center 
staff, church staff and church members.

SBC registration 
information given

HOUSTON, Texas (BP)—Messengers 
registering for the Southern Baptist Conven
tion annual meeting in Houston are urged to 
bring properly filled-out and signed registra
tion cards to the convention to speed the 
registration process.

SBC registration secretary Lee Porter said, 
“Last year in Atlanta, registration moved so 
well that no one stood in line more than five 
minutes. We hope to do as well in Houston.

For the second year, Porter said, registra
tion will open on the Sunday preceding the 
convention. “To facilitate registration of con
vention messengers who also attend the 
Woman’s Missionary Union sessions at the 
Civic Center and the Pastors’ Conference at 
the Houston Coliseum, registration booths 
will open in the coliseum from 2 p.m. until 10 
p.m., Sunday, June 10. They will also be open 
on Monday from 8:30 a.m. until 10 p.m. in the 
coliseum. Registration will move to the Sum
mit, site of the SBC, on Tuesday morning.

Porter urged messengers to write their con
vention address at the bottom of each card so 
that they may be contacted if necessary.

Each church cooperating with the conven
tion is entitled to at least one messenger. Up 
to a limit of 10, each church is entitled to an 
additional messenger for each 250 members 
or for each $250 contributed to the work of the 
convention.

Mission gifts...
(Continued from page 1)

April closed on a Monday, some of the chur
ches’ April receipts did not arrive in the con
vention office before the month’s books 
closed. April gifts were $798,970.27.

The TBC executive secretary said that 
Cooperative Program receipts from the first 
seven months of the convention year 
(November 1978-May 1979) had reached 
$7,160,351.60. This is 10.8 percent higher than 
the $6,463,959.35 received during the cor
responding seven months of the previous 
year.

The seven month goal would be $6,883,333.33 
(seven-twelfths of $11.8-million). The 
$7,160,351.60 given thus far is 4 percent higher 
than the seven-month goal.

The executive secretary-treasurer pointed 
out that Tennessee Baptists were over their 
goal for the first seven months by $277,018.27. 
“This is especially significant in light of the 
fact that several states are not reaching their 
budgets,” he added.

“I cannot express anything but profound 
gratitude for the mission spirit and faithful 
stewardship which our Baptist churches are 
showing,” Madden praised. “This is truly an 
indication of a continued commitment toward 
the spirit of Bold Missions.”
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Handicapped preacher shares hope with others
By Bobbie Durham

The young preacher tells the group of 
elderly people gathered in a semi-circle 
around him that God loves them, cares about 
their lives, and hurts when they have a pro
blem. Hg assures them that God remembers 
them and wants the best for them.

The young man knows these to be truths 
from his own experiences. He is Claude 
Weatherford—the preacher who isn’t 
supposed to be a preacher because of a multi
ple set of birth defects that he has carried 
with him throughout his life.

The people to whom he witnesses and 
preaches each Wednesday are residents of 
the Montgomery County Nursing Home near

Born two months premature in a country 
home near there, Claude Weatherford was 
delivered by his grandmother. He weighed 
about two pounds. The family didn’t pay 
much attention to him for the first few hours 
after his birth because they did not expect 
him to live.

But, by his own testimony, “God never took 
His eye off of me nor ceased caring for me. He 
definitely had a plan for my life.”

Now, Weatherford, an ordained Baptist 
preacher, serves as associate pastor of Mt. 
Hermon Baptist Church in Clarksville, is a 
participator in cerebral palsy campaigns, is 
the author of numerous poems which express 
his testimony, and conducts preaching 
engagements anywhere he can be of service.

Weatherford’s handicaps are many. He has 
no use of his legs or feet. He was born with an 
eye problem which led to illiteracy and forced 
trim to drop out of school after the first grade.

doctor told the family that if young Claude 
[earned to read he would go blind; so the 
:amily decided to take him out of school. He 
crawled until he was nine years old.

Being raised in rural Stewart County, there 
vere no medical facilities available to help 
inyone with a problem like the little boy had. 
Jis only hope for treatment was to come to 
Nashville. So, at eight years of age, he made 
;he lonely journey to spend 13 months by 
rimself in Nashville hospitals. The 13 months 
ncluded two operations and numerous 
physical therapy sessions. It was determined 
hat most of the child’s problems stemmed 
rom his premature birth and that he had 
lever developed fully. Little was accom- 
riished, and Claude returned home at the age 
if nine.

But, still God’s hand was on Claude 
Veatherford. In place of his poor eyesight, 
Jod gave him an exceptional memory which 
las enabled him to memorize most of the New 
['estament through the use of tapes. In place 
if his useless legs and feet, God laid within 
dm a strong voice which allows him to 
ireach and testify without the use of a 
aicrophone. Replacing a lonely childhood has 
een a love for people _ which compels 
Veatherford to travel to any location where 
here is human suffering and hurt.
He felt called to the ministry at about 19 

ears of age, but the problems at that time 
eemed insurmountable. Besides his physical 
ifficulties, he had never obtained an educa- 
on and did not know how to read or write, 
lany people discouraged him from pursuing 

ne ministry, and those who did give en- 
ouragement, expressed limitations on what 

; e could ever hope to accomplish.
1 Nevertheless, he was licensed to preach at 
le age of 20. “I felt at first that my only 

Ministry would be to compose poetry and 
mgs for the Lord’s work,” he recalled. “But 

lion, I discovered that was not enough.” 
| The turning point came when he heard a 

frmon expressing the conviction that what
| iu have, plus God, is enough. “I decided then 
at my task was humanly impossible, but

£ iraculously possible.” Shortly thereafter, 
I * memorized the scripture for his first ser- 
I on: “Ask, and it shall be given you; seek, 
nd ye shall find; knock, and it shall be 
nened unto you...” Thus, a new Claude 
’ eatherford preached a sermon to his church 
11 “God has the Answer.”
“When I surrendered to preach I worried 

i iout not being able to read the Bible. I didn’t 

know there was such a thing as the Bible on 
tape. I thought that someone would have to 
read to me all of my life,”

Since then he has preached in youth 
revivals and in various churches, made 
several appearances for the handicapped, 
and appeared on the Jerry Lewis Telethon for 
muscular dystrophy about 10 years ago. He 
was also chosen “Handicapped Citizen of the 
Year” for Clarksville and Montgomery 
County.

Last fall, the congregation of Mt. Hermon 
Baptist Church in Clarksville called him as 
associate pastor and ordained him to the 
gospel ministry.

Two occurrences highlight his ministry- 
seeing souls saved and being able to preach to 
elderly people on a regular basis. He also con
siders his own ordination to the gospel 
ministry as a highlight of his life.

Sam Dillingham, pastor of the Mt. Hermon 
church, calls Weatherford his “right hand.”

“He is a great asset to me, to the church, 
and to the Lord’s work,” Dillingham ex
pressed. “He does more than many people 
would try to do. Many mornings he goes from 
his country home out to the highway to catch 
a bus into town. From there he gets a taxi and 
goes to the hospital or homes to visit. His 
ministry runs deep because of all he has been 
through.”

Weatherford’s greatest desire for his 
ministry is to reach more people with the 
message of Jesus Christ. He feels the most ef
fective means by which to accomplish this 
would be on a television showing or through 
giving his testimony at a major crusade.

Perhaps one of the verses from Weather
ford’s own hand would best explain his 
philosophy about life:

“The greatest ambition I have in life, is to 
do my best for Jesus Christ. To seek out those 
in a lost condition and lead them to Christ, 
That’s MY AMBITION.

To sow good seeds along life’s way; to try 
and brighten someone’s day. To tell them that 
God’s grace is sufficient to bring them peace 
and joy. That’s MY AMBITION.

To help those who have fallen along life’s 
way; to search for sheep who’ve gone astray. 
And if in life these goals I can achieve; deep 
in my heart I sincerely believe, that when I 
close my earthly mission, I can say: I 
reached MY LIFE’S AMBITION.”

Riceville reviews 
centennial service

Members of First Baptist Church in 
Riceville welcomed two former pastors and 
several former members of the congregation 
during the church’s centennial celebration 
recently.

W.B. Liner, pastor for 1942-49, was a special 
guest speaker, along with Jason Failles, 
pastor from 1962-66. Oran Creasman, son of 
former pastor J.W. Creasman, was also pre
sent for the special day.

The church’s sanctuary is located at the 
original site of the first building, but a new 
sanctuary was constructed in 1946. In 1975, 
the church constructed a new two-story 
educational plant.

Robert Hollingworth has been pastor at 
Riceville for about one year.

Bob Peek announces move 
from East Athens church

Bob Peek, pastor of East Athens Baptist 
Church in Athens since 1964, has accepted the 
call as pastor of Mars Hill Baptist Church in 
Knoxville. His first Sunday in the new pulpit 
was June 3.

While serving as pastor in Athens, he was 
moderator of McMinn-Meigs Association and 
president of the association’s Baptist Pastors’ 
Conference.

His wife, Willodene, is past state president 
of the Women’s Missionary Union and was a 
member of the Executive Board of the Ten
nessee Baptist Convention for four years. She 
also held several associational offices.

A FAVORITE MINISTRY—Claude Weatherford, associate pastor at Mt. Hermon 
Baptist Church in Clarksville, talks with Laura Waters, a resident of Montgomery 
County Nursing Home, following one of his messages there. The nursing home 
ministry is one of Weatherford's favorite outreach methods.

High court bars deductions 
for parochial school costs
WASHINGTON (BP)-Despite the objec

tion of three justices, the U.S. Supreme Court 
ruled that New Jersey’s tax deduction provi
sion for parents of students enrolled in non
public schools violates the “no establishment 
of religion clause” of the First Amendment.

With Chief Justice Warren E. Burger and 
associate justices Byron R. White and 
William H. Rehnquist calling for the high 
court to give a full hearing to the case, the 
other six justices summarily affirmed two 
lower federal courts which held earlier that 
New Jersey’s plan had the primary effect of 
advancing religion contrary to the Constitu
tion.

The New Jersey law, which included a 
$1,000 tax deduction for each dependent child 
attending a nonpublic elementary or secon
dary school, was challenged in U.S. District 
Court for New Jersey by a number of in
dividual taxpayers and several organizations. 
They include the American Civil Liberties 
Union, Americans for Democratic Action, the 
American Jewish Congress, the Union of 
American Hebrew Congregations, the Society 
of Separationists, and Americans United for 
Separation of Church and State.

Both the district court and the Third Circuit 
Court of Appeals ruled the law unconstitu
tional. U.S. District Court Judge H. Curtis 
Meanor declared that the law had “the direct 
effect of aiding religion and is...in violation of 
the ‘establishment clause.’ ”

Judge Meanor went on to say, “One need 
not be clairvoyant to know that if this New 
Jersey statute continues there will be increas
ing pressure to enhance it.” That “would 
enmesh New Jersey in continuing political 
strife over aid to religion, thereby engaging 
the government of New Jersey in excessive 
entanglement with religion,” Meanor con
cluded.

On Jan. 12,1979, the Third Circuit Court of 
Appeals affirmed the district court ruling, 
declaring that the New Jersey law presented 
“an insurmountable obstacle” to the 
Supreme Court’s 1973 ruling that the principal 
or primary effect of such a law must neither 
enhance or inhibit religion.

“We hold that the exemption has a primary 
effect of advancing religion and therefore 
violates the First Amendment,” the court 
declared.

Of New Jersey’s 753 nonpublic schools, 714 
are religiously affiliated, and of those, 575 are

Catholic parochial schools.
In appealing the lower decisions to the na

tion’s high court, New Jersey officials argued 
that “the meager amount of tax relief...is 
nothing more than a recognition that tax
payers whose dependents attend elementary 
or secondary schools that are not funded by 
public monies have an added financial burden 
deserving of some form of tax relief...”

They further maintained that “the benefits, 
if any...upon organized religion are inciden
tal.”

WMU field team 
assigned work

Two Tennesseans, a Texan, and a Floridian 
will comprise the Woman’s Missionary Union 
field worker team this summer in the 
Volunteer State, according to Jannie 
Engelmann, state WMU staffer.

The young women will be traveling 
throughout middle and west Tennessee dur
ing June, and east Tennessee during July. 
They will be working in Girls in Action day 
camps, missions rallies, teaching WMU 
methods, speaking in churches, and pro
moting missions and mission education 
across the state.

The four include: Cindy Weaver, Bolivar; 
Kathy Dawn Banks, Brentwood; Rosemary 
Dianne Cope, Miami, Florida; and Charlotte 
Lou Walker, San Angelo, Tex.

Miss Weaver, who will lead in GA work, is a 
graduate of Union University and a student at 
New Orleans Baptist Theological Seminary. 
She was appointed recently to do education 
work in Tanzania by the Foreign Mission 
Board.

A Florida State University graduate, Miss 
Banks will lead WMU directors conferences. 
She is a student at Southwestern Baptist 
Theological Seminary, Fort Worth.

Miss Cope, who will lead in Acteens work, is 
a graduate of Scarritt College in Nashville 
and of Southwestern seminary.

Working with Baptist Women and Baptist 
Young Women will be San Angeto State 
University graduate Charlotte Walker. Miss 
Walker earned the master of religious educa
tion degree from Southwestern seminary.
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SBC—election, budget, missions
About 18,000 Southern Baptist messengers will 

gather in Houston next week for the 122nd session of 
the Southern Baptist Convention—which could be 
described as the world’s largest Baptist business 
meeting.

Texas has been a popular place for the annual 
SBC session. The 1979 convention will be the 14th held 
in the Lone Star State. These sessions have been held 
in six different cities, but Houston has been the most 
popular. Next week’s SBC will be the sixth in Houston. 
Other conventions in this huge Gulf Coast city were in 
1915, 1926, 1953, 1958, and 1968.

The last time we met here (1968) was a significant 
occasion. Our nation was racked by violence. Martin 
Luther King Jr. had been assassinated in Memphis 
the previous April, and Robert Kennedy was killed in 
California while the SBC was in session. That year the 
SBC messengers approved a meaningful “Crisis in 
Our Nation” statement, which hopefully helped focus 
the attention of Southern Baptists on our need to be a 
conciliatory force.

This year’s gathering in Houston could also be an 
important session.

The business sessions at next week’s SBC could 
be overshadowed—but we doubt it—by the Wednes
day night Bold Mission Rally in the 57,000-seat 
Astrodome. This will be an important event, but most 
of the messengers will give their prime attention to 
the election of a new SBC president, the approval of a 
record Cooperative Program mission budget, the 
reports and recommendations of the SBC Executive 
Committee and SBC agencies, and the many, many 
resolutions which will be presented by the 
messengers in attendance.

Jimmy Allen, pastor of San Antonio’s First Bap
tist Church, has served two consecutive one-year 
terms as SBC president and, according to the Con
stitution, is not eligible for re-election. Allen has 
worked tirelessly in support of Bold Mission Thrust, 
Southern Baptists’ attempt to present the gospel to 
every person on earth by the end of this century.

This year there seems to be no clear-cut favorite 
in the presidential race. We have heard more than a 
dozen names discussed, but because no propsect ever 
admits that he wants or seeks the office, it is difficult 
to predict who will even be nominated next Wednes
day morning.

Among those prominently mentioned are two 
Tennesseans—Adrian Rogers, pastor of Memphis’ 
Bellevue Baptist Church, and Douglas Watterson, 
pastor of Knoxville’s First Baptist Church. Watterson 
is the current first vice-president of the SBC, but in re-

THE GREAT TRANSITION

cent years no vice-president has been elevated to the 
president’s office.

Two laymen’s names are being projected—Abner 
McCall, president of Baylor University, Waco, Texas, 
and C.E. Price, Pittsburgh, Pa., vice-president and 
general manager of the Industry Services Division of 
Westinghouse Electric Corp.

Others being mentioned (all pastors, listed 
alphabetically) are John Bisagno, First Baptist 
Church, Houston; Kenneth Chafin, South Main Bap
tist Church, Houston; Warren Hultgren, First Baptist 
Church, Tulsa, Okla.; Richard Jackson, North 
Phoenix Baptist Church, Phoenix, Ariz.; Homer Lind
say Jr., First Baptist Church, Jacksonville, Fla.; 
James Pleitz, Park Cities Baptist Church, Dallas; 
William Self, Wieuca Road Baptist Church, Atlanta; 
Bailey Smith, First Southern Baptist Church, Del 
City, Okla., and Jerry Vines, Dauphin Way Baptist 
Church, Mobile, Ala.

The messengers will also consider a recommen
dation from the SBC Executive Committee that the 
Cooperative Program goal for next year (beginning 
in October) will be $83-million. The basic goal of 
$71-million will be for operating and capital needs. All 
above the amount—the $12-million goal—will be for 
additional Bold Mission Thrust projects and will be 
divided among the Foreign Mission Board (40 per
cent), Home Mission Board (40 percent), Radio and 
Television Commission (12 percent), and the six SBC 
seminaries (8 percent).

The convention is to hear reports from three studies 
affecting SBC agencies, with the recommendations 
that no changes be made. These are:

—That a seventh SBC seminary in the North or 
Northeast part of the nation not be created, but that 
the existing seminaries seek ways to meet the 
theological education needs in these areas.

—That a merger between the Brotherhood Com
mission and the Baptist Sunday School Board not be 
approved, after a joint study by these two agencies.

—That the Stewardship Commission continue to 
charge churches on a cost-recovery basis for leading 
fund-raising campaigns, such as Together We Build.

The underlying issue at next week’s SBC could be 
“Biblical inerrancy.” Groups have been meeting 
across the convention to promote a yet unnamed 
presidential nominee who will strongly support a 
legalistic interpretation of this Baptist principle. 
Resolutions and motions on this issue are also ex
pected.

And, since any of the 18,000 messengers can make 
any motion or resolution desired, there could be many 
other issues faced in Houston.

Cicero’s
comment

By the editor
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“Cicero, I am ready to announce my rating 
of 20 candidates for next week’s election of a 
new SBC president,” explained N. Fai Bull, 
editor of the Southern Baptist Jury.

I was surprised at Bull’s interest in 
presidents. His only two issues this year were 
No. 1, January, and No. 2 March-April—com
pletely ignoring February, the Month of 
Presidents.

N. Fai Bull continued, “Since you are a 
regular reader of my publication, perhaps 
you have noticed a trend in my articles.”

Cicero observed that recent issues had 
abandoned the critical attacks on SBC leaders 
and educators and was now printing articles 
about churches which are designating their 
contributions, rather than giving through the 
Cooperative Program.

“I am astonished at your astuteness,” Bull 
threw out, “which far exceeds your usual 
perceptiveness.”

Cicero wondered if there were any connec
tion between the new focus of the Jury and 
Bull’s decision to rate prospective presidents.

“Exactly,” Bull bellowed. “The more that a 
nominee’s church gives to missions through 
the Cooperative Program, the more he’s sold 
out to the establishment.”

I asked N. Fai Bull if he intended to endorse 
one particular candidate.

“No,” he responded, “because all of the 
leading candidates’ churches are giving 
through the Cooperative Program. So, I have 
based my rankings on the lowest percent of 
total receipts given through the Cooperative 
Program.”

Fai explained that he used the latest edi
tions of state convention annuals, mostly 1978, 
which report the statistics from the annual 
church letters.

“The leading choice is Homer Lindsay Jr., 
pastor of First Baptist Church, Jacksonville, 
Fla.,” announced Bull. “His church reported 
giving an outstanding 1.7 percent!”

Closely behind in N. Fai Bull’s rating is 
Bailey Smith’s First Southern Baptist 
Church, Del City, Okla., with 2.0 percent.

Bull’s third choice is Richard Jackson, 
pastor of North Phoenix Baptist Church, 
Phoenix, Ariz., which gave 3.1 percent 
through the Cooperative Program.

Fourth place is a virtual tie between Adrian 
Rogers, Bellevue Baptist Church of Memphis, 
with 4.2 percent and John Bisagno, First Bap
tist Church of Houston with 4.3 percent.

The sixth place in Bull’s ranking is Jerry 
Vines, pastor of Dauphin Way Baptist 
Church, Mobile, which shared 5.0 percent 
through the Cooperative Program.

My' visitor noted that Lindsay, Smith, 
Jackson, Rogers, and Vines will appear on 
next week’s Pastors’ Conference program.

Next on Bull’s list is Abner McCall, presi
dent of Baylor University, Waco, Tex. He is a 
member of First Baptist Church there which 
gave 6.4 percent.

Bull saw red as he approached the last 
three names of his ranking of the 10 possible 
nominees.

Douglas Watterson is pastor of First Bap
tist Church, Knoxville, which shared 13.4 per
cent of its receipts through the Cooperative 
Program.

William Self’s Wieuca Road Baptist 
Church, Atlanta, gave 16.0 percent

“Tenth place goes to James Pleitz of Park 
Cities Baptist Church, Dallas, which gave an 
atrocious 24.9 percent,” Fai fumed.

"The messengers need some standard by 
which to choose a new SBC president, and my 
way is just as good as any!,” Bull said as he 
stomped out.
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Legal opinion states...

N.C. Baptist to elect 
Wake Forest trustees

$81,000 down drain

Dear editor:
Since the called session of the Tennessee 

Baptist Convention on April 5, Belmont Plaza 
has cost us $81,000, based on the $1,500 per day 
cost, while it is some way related to the Ten
nessee Baptist Convention.

All the called session did was to vote that a 
committee had already suggested. All that 
came of the “called session” was the appoint
ment of a bunch of committees.

The Executive Board granted $10,000 to get 
Belmont Plaza appraised, according to a 
friend of mine who was in Nashville at Bel
mont College. The word is that instead of 
$10,000, somebody ordered $25,000 since no 
one would do it for $10,000.

(1) Is this rumor true?
(2) Is it really true that it costs us $1,500 per 

day?
(3) From what fund is this money taken?
(4) If the Tennessee Baptist Convention is 

not responsible for what the TBSC did or does, 
as we have been told, why are we wasting the 
money of Tennessee Baptist people?

In reality, the called session did nothing; 
only swept the dirt under the existing rug.

I must say that I am deeply grateful to the 
editor of the Baptist and Reflector for print
ing the truth. This could cost him his position. 
Such truth cost Jesus the cross.

J. Burch Cooper
1026 Georgia Ave.
Etowah, TN 37331

(1) The action of the Executive Board (May 
8) that up to $10,000 from the general fund” 
be granted for a reliable appraisal was 
reported in the “Baptist and Reflector,” May 
16, page 2. However, the rumor is false. To 
date, the committee has not authorized any 
such appraisal since none of the proposals 
thus far presented to the committee have 
asked for an appraisal.

(2) The figure of about $1,500 per day is ac
curate, but some costs vary. The bond fund 
payment is about $36,000 per month. The cost 
of utilities was about $4,400 per month during 
the winter, but is less now. There are addi
tional costs for security, insurance, etc. Dur
ing the Feb. 22-June 1 period, the convention 
paid out. $140,709.87 to keep Belmont Plaza 
from going into default. This includes the 
June 1 bond payment.

(3) The funds are coming from the TBC 
“emergency and/or general fund,” according 
to the motion passed by the called convention 
(see “Baptist and Reflector,” April 11, page 
2, item 7).

(4) There is no clear answer to this ques
tion. When we were told that the TBC was not 
responsible, convention leaders believed that 
this was true. However, recent court deci
sions on similar projects would seem to in
dicate that the courts might rule that the TBC 
is responsible for its subsidiary corporations. 
There is also the factor that the TBC could be 
morally responsbile for the debts of all its in
stitutions. (editor)

'One Word' doctrine

Dear editor:
I wish to respond to Bill Smith’s letter, “No 

controversial issue” (May 23).
If we are going to base our doctrine of the 

church on just the one word “wife,” then may 
I ask what you are going to do about the fact 
that the church is always called “the bride of 
Christ”?

Using this logic: since a bride is most cer
tainly a woman, then we must assume that 
men cannot be a part of the church, or that 
men cannot be saved, or else we will all be 
women in heaven.

When reading the Bible, we should always 
seek to know to whom the passage was writ

ten and for what purpose. Paul was writing to 
Asian men who practiced polygamy. Their 
women were not allowed the same privilege, 
therefore, it would have been superfluous to 
give them the same admonition.

If more people would learn 2 Timothy 2:15 
and concentrate on the words "study, and 
rightly dividing,” it would do much to end a 
lot of confusion. By taking a word here and 
there, you can prove almost anything by the 
Bible. This is NOT what God intended.

Edna W. Taylor
222 Dividing Ridge Cem. Rd.
Soddy-Daisy, TN 37379

Waco native accepts 
Chattanooga church

Waco, Texas native and pastor Bob Segrest 
has accepted the call to lead the congregation 
of Concord Baptist Church in Chattanooga, 
according to Maurice K. Wilson, chairman of 
the pulpit committee.

He is scheduled to move to his new place of 
service on June 24, 
coming from a seven
year pastorate at 
Calvary Baptist 
Church. It will be his 
first pastorate in Ten
nessee.

Segrest is a 
graduate of Baylor 
University in Waco 
where he majored in 
speech and radio and 
minored in religion.
Following his graduation from that institu
tion, he entered officer candidate school in 
Quantico, Va., and served 18 months as a 
helicopter pilot in the DaNang area of Viet
nam. Flying over 150 combat missions, he 
was shot down on two occasions and received 
the Purple Heart following the last ex
perience.

Following service with the Marine Corps, 
he entered Southwestern Baptist Theological 
Seminary. He has served as pastor of Roane 
Baptist Church near Corsicana and First Bap
tist Church of Throckmorton, both in Texas, 
before accepting the Waco pulpit.

Vins tells of imprisonment 
torture, death of Baptists

CHICAGO (BP)—The Soviet Union has imprisoned as many as 1,000 Ukrainian Bap
tist in the past 20 years, according to Baptist pastor Georgi Vins, who said he knew of 10 
who were tortured to death.

Vins, himself a Ukrainian who served three prison terms, and who came to the 
United Sates in April as part of a prisoner exchange with the Soviet Union, recently ad
dressed overflow congregations at Romanian and Ukrainian Baptist churches in 
Chicago.

He told them that in the Ukraine alone some 60,000 Baptists refuse to register their 
churches with the government. Vins was the secretary of “reformed Baptists” who 
broke away from the All-Union Council of Evangelical Christians-Baptists that 
cooperates with the government. He claims 49 percent of the members of registered 
churches sympathize with the dissident Baptists.

“The atheists have great authority in Russia,” Vins said. “But they don’t have the 
power of Christians. The Holy Spirit is at work there, and without His power, I wouldn’t 
be here. The Russian people, as a whole, are sick and tired of atheism, and while many of 
the youth join organizations in which they swear allegiance to the state, in their hearts 
they believe in God.”

Vins said the words of Jeremiah 29:11—“For I know the thoughts that I think toward 
you, saith the Lord,...”—meant the most to him during his imprisonment.

“Although I didn’t know the future, I knew that God did, and that He would prevail,” 
Vins said. “This is what I told my captors when they would taunt me by asking if there is 
a God, why had he deserted me; why wouldn’t He release me?”

Asked about his future plans, Vins said he wants to tell the world of the suffering of 
the Christian believers in Russia. “Someone told me that Russia agents might follow me 
here, and try to discredit my work, or even have me assassinated,” he explains. “But 
here in your country I have liberty to preach Christ and I am ready to die for Him in 
peace, if necessary.”

Vins, who is still waiting for his family to join him in the U.S., will address the final 
session of the Southern Baptist Convention in Houston, June 14.

By Charles Richardson
WINSTON SALEM, N.C. (BP)-The Bap

tist State Convention of North Carolina has a 
legal right to elect trustees of Wake Forest 
University and cannot be deprived of the task 
by trustees, according to a legal opinion by a 
Charlotte law firm.

This viewpoint is presented in a legal study 
by the firm of Fleming, Robinson, Bradshaw 
and Hinson, P.A., employed by the Baptist 
State Convention to study the legal relation
ship between the convention and Wake 
Forest.

The legal opinion focuses upon questions 
arising in the contest of unilateral actions 
taken in December, 1978, by the university’s 
trustees to amend the university’s charter in 
fundamental respects.

Trustees deleted a charter provision em
powering the convention to elect trustees and 
substituted a provision that the trustees shall 
be elected in the manner provided in the 
university’s bylaws, although no procedure 
has yet been established in the bylaws for the 
election of trustees.

The opinion concludes, “We believe that the 
trustees’ action in December 1978 was taken 
in good faith and was believed by them to be 
in the best interests of the great institution 
which they serve and to which they owe a 
fiduciary duty. We are constrained to state, 
however, that insofar as that action now or 
will purport unilaterally to deprive the con
vention of the right to elect trustees of the 
university, such action has no legal efficacy.

“The touchstone of the relationship bet
ween the convention and the university is the 
right of the convention to elect trustees,” the 
opinion further stated. “It is through the elec
tion of trustees that the convention may be 
assured that the Christian and Baptist 
heritage of the university will be preserved.”

The law firm’s conclusions are based in 
part upon the mutual recognition of a contrac
tual and trust relationship between the two 
entities throughout the entire history of the 
relationship.

One specific example cited is the 1946 
agreement between the university and Z. 
Smith Reynolds Foundation, Inc. One of the 
conditions of that contract is that control of 
the university “shall continue unaltered and 
undiminished in the Board of Trustees of 

Wake Forest College, as appointed or elected 
by the Baptist State Convention.” The 
university receives funds from the founda
tion. ,

The opinion also considers the legal effect 
of other actions taken by the trustees last 
December, including the deletion of a provi
sion in the university’s charter requiring the 
trustees to obtain the convention’s consent 
prior to encumbering the university’s pro
perty, and to operate the university as an 
“agency” of the convention and in accor
dance with “policies” adopted by the conven
tion. The opinion concludes that the universi
ty may legally be required to obtain conven
tion consent prior to mortgaging its property.

With respect to the convention’s specific 
policy that its institutions not accept govern
ment funding other than for services 
rendered, the law firm concludes that such 
policy has not been consistently applied with 
respect to Wake Forest University and thus 
does not empower the convention to exercise 
control over specific grants of government 
funds to the university.

The law firm also points out that its conclu
sions relate only to the relationship between 
the convention and Wake Forest University, 
which is unique in several respects, and does 
not apply specifically to other institutions 
supported by the convention.
★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★ 
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By Jerry M. Self
Public affairs and Christian life

consultant U.
Politics is a large part gamesmansmp.
Like two dogs circling one another trying to 

make points by noise and posture, state 
government has just concluded the annual 
bark and growl session.

Who are the adversaries in the political 
arena? The General 
Assembly vs. the 
Governor catch our at
tention primarily. In 
the case of pinball 
machine gambling, 
Governor Lamar Alex- 
ander spoke out 
strongly in favor of a 
bill outlawing the 
practice. House 
speaker Ned 
McWherter saw the Self

political wisdom of joining that stance 
although he had passed up previous oppor
tunities.

The House vs. the Senate enters the ring on 
occasion. They engaged in skirmishing over 
reapportionment, for instance. Or, again on 
the pinball bill, the Senate passed the bill as 
they have consistently done in the past. The 
house usually has seen fit to block it but with 
the Senate, the governor, and the House 
speaker all on record favoring the bill, the 
House was in a corner. The solution seemed to 
be tacking on the bingo amendment. House 
sponsors of the bill were upset by the amend
ment arguing it might be an attempt to kill 
the bill. Probably such was intended, but in a 
display of one-upmanship the Senate ac
cepted the amendment and the governor 
seemed to be the one in the corner.

The adversaries became the Democrats vs. 
the Republicans. The governor blamed the 
legislature’s Democrats for the bingo amend
ment, and the house speaker countered that a 
higher percentage of Republicans had sup
ported the amendment.

Now the question is what sort of games will 
they play during the next three years before 
pinball gambling is due to be outlawed?

What about the citizens of Tennessee ws. 
government? Maybe calling the General 
Assembly into session is a high-stakes gam
ble.
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Small North Dakota church 
extends outreach efforts

By Charles Willis
FARGO, N.D.(BP)—An evangelistic 

crusade, sponsored by a 110-member church 
which already has made great impact in 
several states, resulted in 1,000 members 
enrolled in home Bible study and 152 profes
sions of faith.

Temple Baptist Church, which sponsored 
the crusade along with the Wyatt Tisdale 
Evangelistic Association, gained notice 
several months ago when word spread that 
the church had grown from 30 members to 80 
members and started five missions under the 
leadership of pastor Chuck Wilkerson.

But that’s only part of the story for the 
church, which had enrolled 1,400 persons in 
Home Bible study last fall through a series of 
300 television spots paid through donations.

Using the monthly Home Bible Study 
Guide, a free publication of the Sunday School 
Board, the small Southern Baptist congrega
tion began planning more than a year ago for

Devotional

Why pray?
By Blanche Hamilton

Jesus often went apart from His disciples to 
pray. In one particular incident when He 
came back to them, they said “Lord, teach us 
to pray.” In Matt. 6:9-13 He gives them a 
model to go by when they prayed.

He told them:
1. To reverence God as the true and only liv

ing God.
2. Ask that His will be done not ours.
3. To provide us our daily needs.
4. To forgive us our sins in the same mea

sure as we forgive others.
5. To deliver us from temptation and evil.
6. To give Him all power, honor, and glory 

in everything.
I don’t believe in repeating memorized 

prayers because when 
we pray we talk with 
God not to Him, and 
we must tell Him our 
burdens and problems 
as well as praise Him. 
We should be still and 
listen for Him to talk 
back to us.

The story is told of 
the little boy who had 
to say his prayers 
every night which was 
“Now I lay me down to sleep...” He got tired 
of having to say the same thing every night. 
He wrote it on a piece of paper. When his 
mother came in for him to say his prayers 
before going to bed, he pointed up to the paper 
and said, “Lord thems are my sentiments.”

We can pray any time, anywhere contrary 
to some belief. All we have to do is pray; God 
is listening. In Matt. 6:5-8 we have an exam
ple of two types of prayers.

We know that Daniel was forbidden by King 
Darius to pray, but in Daniel 6:10 we find that 
he prayed to our God three times daily.

We should pray for specific things so we will 
know when our prayers are answered. We 
should not recite flowery words of speech. I 
don’t believe God is interested in that type of 
prayer. I like short simple prayers and pray 
more often.

Prayer is the greatest privilege God has 
given to man, and let’s not neglect to use it. 
Jesus set the example for us because in the 
Bible is recorded several of His prayers. For 
instance in John 6:11 we find Jesus gave 
thanks for food in the garden of Gethsemane. 
He prayed that God’s will be done not His. On 
the cross He prayed for others.

This just skims the surface of the subject of 
prayer in our Bible but enough to show that a 
prayerless life is an empty powerless life for a 
Christian.

Mrs. Hamilton is a member of Leadvale 
Baptist Church, White Pine, Tennessee.

the three-day crusade at Fargo’s civic center. 
Some 5,600 persons attended, and Southern 
Baptist evangelist Wyatt Tisdale preached.

Besides the 1,000 persons enrolled in Bible 
study and the professions of faith, the crusade 
also produced another Sunday School and 
mission at Theif River Falls, Minn. That 
brings Temple Church’s total sponsorship to 
seven missions and five home Bible studies.

“God has given us a vision of 100 new chur
ches,” says Wilkerson. “We’re involved in the 
planning of eight future crusades in the eight 
largest cities in North Dakota, and the Home 
Mission Board is helping us put together the 
evangelist and other platform personalities.”

While Temple Baptist Church has shared its 
witness in 42 towns in North Dakota, Wilker
son isn’t satisfied.

“There are 258 towns within a 100-mile 
radius of Fargo that have no evangelistic 
witness and 300 without a Southern Baptist 
witness,” he said. “Through the Home Bible 
Study Guide, we have opened up 42 towns, but 
if we had the people, we could get in all of 
them.”

PEOPLE, an evangelistic plan for which 
the Fargo church has gained recognition, has 
been a prominent tool in the outreach effort in 
North Dakota. The plan is designed so that 
each active member adopts an inactive 
member for eight weeks. During this period 
the active member visits in the home, teaches 
the person how to witness, and goes with him 
to witness. Thus the name PEOPLE—Person
ally Educating Our People to a Lifestyle of 
Evangelism.

“Almost all of our growth has come from 
this program,” says Wilkerson. “Now we 
have no inactive members.”

Because of earlier publicity about the PEO
PLE program, the church was deluged with 
requests for help in setting up similar cam
paigns across the country. Requests came 
from pastors, associational missionaries, and 
state workers in Michigan, Pennsylvania, 
Washington-Oregon, Kansas, Mississippi, 
Alabama, and a number of other states.

Neither Wilkerson, Tisdale, nor the con
gregation was prepared to respond to re
quests for help, particularly from churches 
larger than theirs. But that challenge has 
been met. Tisdale and Fargo layman Art 
Brottlund have organized a team to conduct 
PEOPLE campaigns wherever they are 
needed. Already 30 campaigns have been 
planned, following a period of time in which 
they had to turn down requests.

“We trust to God, and God has paid the 
bills,” says Wilkerson. “We give up to 65 per
cent of our money to the seven missions, to 
the Cooperative Program, and to the associa
tion.”

Enthusiasm among the congregation is 
high and the work continues in a spirit of 
dedication in spite of the sudden publicity 
about their endeavors.

“I’ve just got to tell you this,” Wilkerson 
laughed. “One of our members says she’s 
afraid to get angry at anybody now because 
she’s afraid it will be published in tine national 
press!”

Chautauqua to include 
conference for deaf

NASHVILLE—A conference for deaf per
sons and interpretation for the death at all 
large-group sessions will be special features 
at the Senior Adult Chautauqua to be held at 
Ridgecrest Oct. 29-Nov. 2.

Sponsored by the Sunday School Board’s 
family ministry department, this is the first 
time a daily conference for the deaf has been 
offered at a Chautaugua.

“Growing Friendships Through My 
Church” will be the topic of the daily special
interest conference led by John and Ina 
Cooper. He is an editor in the special 
ministries section of the board’s Sunday 
School department. Both are former mis
sionaries to the deaf.

BAPTISTRY—With the completion of an outdoor baptistry, members of the Kegali 
Baptist Church in Rwanda feel that they have finished converting a former 
plywood furniture factory into a church building.

'John the Baptist' baptized 
by Rwandan Baptist church
KIGALI, Rwanda—Jean Baptiste, or “John 

the Baptist,” really understands what his 
name means now. He was one of eight new 
Christians baptized in the outdoor baptistry 
he helped build at Kigali Baptist Church.

Baptiste says he chose his name in elemen
tary school because he liked to read the Bible 
and the name had a good sound to it. But he 
didn’t fully appreciate its significance until he 
began attending the Kigali church.

The 24-year-old Rwandan works part time 
with a group of young men who make and sell 
wooden cases for bottles. Their workshop is 
the sidewalk in front of the furniture factory 
which Baptists recently coverted into a 
church.

When Baptiste and his co-workers saw 
foreigners painting out the factory sign and 
writing, “Eglise Baptiste” (Baptist Church), 
they asked what it meant and were invited to 
church.

The next Sunday, when the pastor asked 
those who wanted to learn about salvation to 
stay afterwards, Jean Baptiste stayed. When 
the date of the first baptism was set, Baptiste 
was ready.

He and other church members removed 
junk metal and machines and even cut up the

Uganda president 
asks church aid

NAIROBI, Kenya (BP)—At a prayer 
meeting in his Kampala office, Ugandan 
President Yussufu K. Lule told a delegation 
including Southern Baptist Missionary G. 
Webster Carroll that the government is 
dependent upon the church to lead in the 
spiritual and psychological reconstruction of 
Uganda.

“The Uganda of today is not the Uganda 
you knew when you left,” he told the group, 
which included three Church of Uganda 
(Anglican) bishops who had just arrived at 
Entebbe from countries where they had been 
living in exile. President Lule himself had 
been in exile before being chosen to head the 
new government.

Although the Church of Uganda was one of 
four religious groups allowed to function after 
Amin banned Baptists and 26 other religious 
groups, individual Anglican churchmen in
curred his wrath. Some went into exile and 
some were rumored to have been murdered 
by Amin.

At Lule’s request the group prayed for 
Uganda’s future and for his administration.

Carroll assured President Lule of prayer 
support and involvement of Southern Baptists 
in the spiritual and psychological reconstruc
tion of Uganda. Carroll had spoken with Lule 
by telephone shortly after the new provisional 
government was formed.

bed of an old dump truck to clear room for the 
baptistry. Then, with everyone helping, the 
red brick baptistry quickly took shape.

On the eve of the big day, the ladies of the 
church cooked meat with spices and roasted 
peanuts. Guests from the Union of Baptist 
Churches of Rwanda and other churches in 
Kigali came for the special service.

After the church service members filed out 
to watch the eight new Christians be baptized.

Jean Baptiste stepped into the baptistry he 
had helped build and emerged truly deserving 
his name.

Carter's proclamation 
cites family, fathers

WASHINGTON (BP)—While acknowledg
ing that “we live in a time of transition for the 
American family,” President Carter 
declared in his 1979 Father’s Day proclama
tion that “the strength and stability of a 
healthy, loving family life continues to re
main the bedrock on which our society is 
organized.”

The president’s message, designating the 
traditional third Sunday in June as Father’s 
Day, declares that “the evolving roles of men 
and women have posed new challenges and 
opened new opportunities, for fathers as well 
as mothers.

“To the degree that mothers are assuming 
a more active role in the nation’s workforce, 
fathers are being asked to play an even 
greater role in the upbringing of their 
children. “At the same time, they continue to 
carry out their traditional duties of helping to 
support their families financially, emotional
ly, and spiritually.”

Father’s Day is an occasion “to reflect on 
the sacrifices our fathers have made on our 
behalf” and a time for fathers “to receive 
that most precious gift, the love and gratitude 
of those they have nurtured and protected for 
so many years,” the president concluded.

Teacher's quarterly 
printed in Spanish

NASHVILLE—A quarterly in Spanish for 
Sunday School teachers will premiere from 
the Sunday School Board in October.

It is a companion piece to El Interprete for 
adult members which began publication in 
October 1978. Both periodicals are part of the 
Convention Uniform Series.

Para Maestros de Adultos will be the major 
title of the teacher’s periodical, a Spanish 
translation of The Adult Teacher. El Inter
prete: Maestro will also appear on the cover 
in smaller type.
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Radio stations announce SBC news coverage
When the annual meetings of the Southern Clinton......................................................WYSH

Baptist Convention are held June 12-14 in Collierville...............................................WMSO
Houston, approximately 110 radio stations Columbia......................................... WKOM-FM
throughout Tennessee will carry the news Cookeville........................................WHUB-FM
reports from the convention’s news rooms at Copperhill.................................................WLSB
The Summit. Covington.........................,..............WKBL-FM

Forl2 years, a three-way partnership of the Crossville................................................. WCSV
public relations office of the Tennessee Bap- Dickson....................................................WDKN
tist Convention, Brentwood; the Radio and Dyersburg...............................................WTRO
Television Commission of the Southern Bap- Dyersburg........................................WASL-FM
tist Convention, Fort Worth, Texas; and the Elizabethton.............................................WIDD
public relations office of the Executive Com- Elizabethton.................................... WIDD-FM
mittee of the Southern Baptist Convention, Erwin......................................................WEMB
Nashville, has provided radio stations across Erwin.................................................WXIS-FM
Tennessee with the news coverage of the an- Etowah....................................................WCPH
nual meetings of the Southern Baptist Con- Etowah.............................................WMCC-FM
vention. Fayetteville............................................. WIXC

This service is provided again this year to Franklin.................................................. WAGG
the radio stations in Tennessee that are af- Gallatin.............................................WHIN-FM
filiate stations of the Tennessee Radio Net- Greeneville.............................................WGRV
work. Greeneville..................................... WOFM-FM

Tennessee Southern Baptists who are not Harriman.................................................WJZA
attending the SBC and who want to hear the Henderson.............................................. WHHM
radio news reports may check the following Hohenwald............................................. WMLR
list to identify cooperating stations. Humboldt................................................WHMT
Athens........................................................ WYXI Jackson......................................................WJAK
Benton........................................................ WBIN Jamestown...............................................WDEB
Bolivar....................................................... WVST Jamestown........................................WDEB-FM
Bristol......................................................... WOPI Jefferson City...........................................WJFC
Brownsville...............................................WBHT Jellico......................................................... WJJT
Brownsville...............................................WTBG Kingsport...........................................WKPT-AM
Camden...............................................WRJB-FM Knoxville....................................................WIVK
Carthage...................................................WRKM Knoxville.............................................WIVK-FM
Carthage........................................... WRKM-FM Knoxville....................................................WSKT
Centerville.................................................WHLP Lafayette.................................................. WEEN
Centerville..........................................WIKA-FM Lafollette.................................................. WLAF
Chattanooga......................................WDOD-FM Lawrenceburg......................................... WDXE
Chattanooga............................................. WDXB Lenoir City................................................WBLC
Chattanooga............................................. WMOC Lexington..................................................WDXL
Clarksville/Ft. Campbell....................... WABD Livingston.................................................. WLIV
Cleveland...................................................WCLE Livingston...........................................WLIV-FM

Personal 
perspective
BY TOM MADDEN 

TBC executive secretary
Recently I have looked afresh at the word 

“hallelujah.” It means “praise ye the Lord.”
It is found often in the Old Testament. Many 
of the Psalms begin and end with 
“hallelujah.” Insofar as I can discover, it is 
used only in the 19th chapter of Revelation 
in the New Testament 
where it gives a 
cluster of reasons why 
we should praise the 
Lord.

It is understood that 
praise is a strong 
response as an 
acknowledgement of 
receiving something of 
great value and that 
the One that gives it is 
worthy of praise. Madden

We are to praise God for giving to us perfect 
redemption. We are redeemed from our past 
sins; we are redeemed in the present, and we 
will stay redeemed for all of the future. We 
are redeemed from something and to 
something and for something. Hallelujah for 
perfect redemption!

We are to praise Him for His perfect 
righteousness. He is a righteous God and all 
of our righteousness in His sight is as filthy 
rags. He alone is truly righteous.

We are to praise him for He alone is worthy 
of praise. We often praise man only to find out 
later he is utterly unworthy of our praise. Not 
so with God, for He is always worthy of all 
praise.

We are to praise Him for His power. He only 
is the King of Kings and the Lord of Lords. He 
alone has the power to carry through His will 
and rule.

HALLELUJAH! THE LORD GOD OM
NIPOTENT REIGNETH! HALLELUJAH!

Lobelville...........................................WTHJ-FM
Madisonville.............................................. WZZI
Martin....................................................WCMT
Martin................................................WCMT-FM
McKenzie.......................................... WKTA-FM
McMinnville.............................................. WAKI
Memphis...................................................WHBQ
Memphis..................................................WWEE
Milan......................................................... WKBJ
Milan..................................................WKBJ-FM
Millington................................................. WTNN
Morristown.........................................WAZI-FM
Morristown.............................................. WMTN
Mountain City.......................................... WMCT
Murfreesboro...........................................WMTS
Nashville................................................ WWGM
Nashville..............................................WSM-FM
Newport....................................................WNPC
Oak Ridge................................................. WOKI
Oak Ridge.......................................... WOKI-FM
Oneida.......................................................WBNT
Oneida................................................WBNT-FM

-Paris......................................................... WTPR
Paris.................................................. WTPR-FM
Pikeville................................................... WUAT

Robert Clark named 
to college position

J. Robert Clark, director of development at 
Harrison-Chilhowee Baptist Academy in 
Seymour, has been named to the same posi
tion for Carson-Newman College in Jefferson
City, according to C-N 
president Cordell 
Maddox.

A native of Knox
ville, Clark is a 
graduate of Georgia 
Southern College in 
Statesboro where he 
earned an under
graduate degree in 
business administra
tion. Early in his 
career he was a Knox- Clark

ville businessman and was active in various 
civic groups. He is a member of First Baptist 
Church in Knoxville.

The new director of development will be 
responsible for seeking new sources of fund
ing for the college and broadening the base of 
financial support.

Pulaski.... 
Rogersville 
Savannah.. 
Savannah . 
Sevierville . 
Sevierville.
Shelbyville 
Soddy......... 
Sparta.......  
Springfield 
Springfield
Trenton...
Tullahoma. 
Tullahoma. 
Union City

WMGL-FM
....... WRGS

...WORM 
WORM-FM 
....... WSEV 
. WSEV-FM
.......WHAL 

. ...WEDG 

.... WUCR 
.... WDBL 
WDBL-FM 
.... WTNE 
.... WBGY 
WBGY-FM 
....... WALR

Soviet 'dissident' families
await release, Carter says

WASHINGTON (BP)-President Carter 
said he is optimistic that the Soviet Union will 
live up to its commitment to release the 
families of five Soviet dissidents released last 
month, including that of Baptist pastor 
Georgi Vins.

Pressed by a reporter at his nationally 
broadcast news conference May 29, the presi
dent acknowledged that some dissident 
family members had been harassed by Soviet 
officials and that their release from the Soviet 
Union had been unexpectedly delayed.

Carter reasserted that part of the agree
ment with the Russians, which involved the 
exchange of the five dissidents for two con
victed Soviet spies, called for release of the 
families “without delay and without harass
ment.”

“There was some delay and there was some 
harassment of the families in my opinion,” 
Carter declared. “Whether that was imposed

Annuity Board 
sets benefits

DALLAS, Texas—A $1 million lifetime 
maximum benefit is the biggest of five im
provements announced by the Southern Bap
tist Annuity Board in its church medical in
surance system.

Darold H. Morgan, board president, said 
the benefit now provides a maximum amount 
in line with rising medical costs. It was raised 
from $250,000.

To speed underwriting for new members, 
enrollment applications now are being sent 
directly to the Aetna Life & Casualty Co. in 
Hartford, Con., Morgan said.

Applications formerly were mailed to the 
Annuity Board, then were sent to the under
writer.

In one of the two principal medical plans 
administered by the Board—Church Medical 
Plan 254—the basic supplemental accident 
benefit has been increased from $300 to $500.

A convalescent facility expense benefit 
equaling 80% of a semi-private room charge 
for 120 days was added to Church Medical 
Plan 251.

One improvement resulted from federal 
maternity legislation which requires 
employers to treat pregnancy disability as 
any other illness. This benefit is now more 
than twice the amount formerly paid. Also, it 
means coverage will be effective immedi
ately after acceptance into the program.

In the Board’s seminarian medical in
surance program, several improvements will 
become effective Sept. 1. The room rate for 
most seminary plans will increase from $50 to 
$60 a day. Maximum surgical benefits will 
climb from $480 to $750.

Maximum medical benefits per illness or 
accident for seminarians will increase from 
$10,000 to $25,000.

Morgan said a “minimal rate increase” for 
seminarian medical insurance is planned' 
Sept. 1. Life insurance rates will not increase, 
he said.

Waverly................................................... WVRY
Waynesboro............................................. WAAN
Winchester............................................... WCDT
Woodbury.................................................WBRY

In Tennessee last year newsfeeds were sent 
to 42 individual stations. This year 110 sta
tions will receive the daily newsfeeds.

In 1978 a record 18 states participated in 
this project of radio newsfeeds. As a result, 
newsfeeds were sent daily from Atlanta to 829 
stations on 11 state networks and to 151 in
dividual stations, making a record total of 980 
stations. This did not include newscasts over 
the national networks.

by the government officials or whether it was 
part of the unwieldy Soviet bureaucracy, I 
can’t judge, but I’m thankful that the families 
will be released.”

The president was also asked to comment 
on published reports that the Soviet govern
ment is considering releasing 12 additional 
dissidents, including Anatoly Shcharansky, 
perhaps the most widely publicized of all the 
dissidents. Carter said that while he has no 
direct information on the reports “except 
what I have read in the news...I hope the 
report is true.”

During an earlier briefing, State Depart
ment spokesman Thomas Reston also ex
pressed optimism over the release of the 
dissidents’ families. “We expect that, under 
the agreement worked out with the Soviets, 
they will all be able to leave in a reasonably 
short period of time,” he said.

Reston went on to say that his optimism 
over the release extends to Lydia Vins, 
Georgi’s mother, and a niece. According to a 
report in the New York Times, one reason for 
the delay may be the questionable status of 
the women in the eyes of Soviet officials, as 
well as that of an adopted son of Aleksandr 
Ginzburg, another of the released dissidents.

“In each case we trust that the matter will 
be resolved positively, since those who left 
consider these persons members of their im
mediate families,” Reston said.

According to the New York Times report, 
one U.S. official said there appeared to be 
some foot-dragging on the part of the Soviet 
bureaucrats and that some family members 
either did not wish to come to the United 
States or had asked Soviet officials for suffi
cient time to put their personal affairs in 
order before leaving.

GRADUATES HONORED —The 
Woman's Missionary Union of Grace 
Baptist Church in Nashville gave a 
special dinner for graduating seniors 
at American Baptist Theological 
Seminary-College in that city re
cently. Pictured at the dinner are: 
from left, Martha Lu Beck, WMU 
president; C.E. Boddie, college presi
dent; and Fred E.A. Johnson, pastor 
at Grace. Boddie and Johnson gave 
the challenge and charge to the 
ministers.
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Bible Puzzle
Answers on page 10

ACROSS

pulpit ^eii11

By Jim N. Griffith
HOUSTON—The nation’s largest evangelical denomination—the Southern Baptist Con

vention—is gathering here for its annual session.
It could be said that Southern Baptists meet once a year in Convention—but not in any 

conventional way as over 20,000 individualists blend themselves into the world’s greatest 
fellowship.

Houston is noted for the petroleum industry, the astrodome, NASA headquarters, and 
the humidity. Convention messengers will attest to the fact that the only thing hotter than 
Houston weather in June is Mexican food.

And meeting in the heart of the oil country might serve to unify the convention if we will 
only remember that the oil of unity of purpose can calm all troubled waters.

Furthermore, being in the vicinity of space headquarters should remind us that as 
Christians our greatest challenge is to explore that vast amount of space which exists bet
ween the lost and the saved.

A kiss of love
By Hershel H. Hobbs

n

1 “much — in the 
place” (John 6)

6 Ivan, for one
10 “in a — I saw” 

(Acts 11)
11 A resident 

ambassador
13 Roman 2
14 Fire: slang
15 No room there 

(Luke 2:7)
16 Parent
17 Remove lint
19 Rag
21 “speak — of 

no man” (Tit. 3)
22 Ultimately: abbr.

24 Implement for 
skidding logs

25 “even his------ ” 
(Rom. 1)

28 Conjunction: L.
29 Each: abbr.
30 “transformed into an 

------ ” (2 Cor. 11)
38 “Is the iniquity of — 

too little” (Josh. 22)
39 Pedal digit
40 Hawaiian island
42 “none did — or 

seek” (Ezek. 34)
44 Retaliate
46 Man’s nickname
47 Swedish coin
48 Big shot

49 For instance: abbr.
50 Fourth

(1 Chron. 24:8)
52 Chooses
54 Dirt
55 Girl’s name: poss.

DOWN

1 “And — not the holy 
spirit” (Eph. 4)

2 Egyptian god
3 Sacred shield: 

Rom. Antiq.
4 Scrutinize
5 “they----------Peter 

and John” (Acts 8)
6 Girl’s nickname
7 “I------ know your 

faith” (1 Thess. 3)
8 Again: abbr.
9 Remedy: Scot.

10 Neap, for one
11 “Know ye not that 

a-- ” (1 Cor. 5)
12 Stranger
18 Afire
20 Drag
23 Note of the scale
26 Relative: abbr.
27 City (1 Chron. 1:50)
30 Church parts
31 “as though he — any 

thing” (Acts 17)
32 Kind of powder
33 Mistakes
34 Folio: abbr.
35 “I preached the — 

unto you” (Gal. 4)
36 Small fruit or berry
37 “nor of their —” 

(Rev. 9)
41 Famous author
43 Critical: abbr.
45 Egyptian river
51 School in England: 

abbr.
53 Roman 150

CRYPTOVERSE

DTN DLE GV T A D Q Q FH MGXHL KRO

Today’s Cryptoverse clue: T equals S

To change or correct 
your address

Attach in this space your address 
label found on the front page of your 
latest copy of the BAPTIST AND 
REFLECTOR. Please give your new 
address below—including your zip 
code. When changing address, please 
give two weeks notice. Please write, 
do not call address changes to insure 
accuracy.

All correspondence relating 
to your subscription
should be accompanied by our address 
label. If you are receiving duplicate 
copies, please send both labels.

Address all requests to:

BAPTIST AND REFLECTOR
Post Office Box 347

Brentwood, Tennessee 37027

Name _______________________
Please Print

Address _____________________

City_________________________

State Zip Code

“Greet one another with a kiss of charity.” 
1 Peter 5:14a

This expression is found several times in 
the epistles, more often called a “holy kiss” 
(Rom. 16:16; 1 Cor. 16:20; 2 Cor. 13:12; 1 
Thess. 5:26). Seldom in this country do you 
see men kissing men. But it was a gesture of 
love and friendship in Palestine in the time of 
Jesus (Luke 7:45). In certain parts of Europe 
(cf. France, Italy) this custom is followed to
day. In Brazil and Africa men embrace for 
the same reason.

In the New Testament a “holy kiss” or a 
“kiss of love” was planted on the check or 
forehead by Christians following the Lord’s 
Supper. This was an expression of Christian 
love (agape) and goodwill. However, Robert
son (Word Pictures, Vol. VI., pp. 135-36) 
points out that because of abuses it was 
changed—men kissing men and women kiss
ing women. He notes that it was finally aban
doned altogether.

In our time a handshake may serve the 
same purpose. The practice of handshaking 
goes back to ancient days when men carried 
their weapons in their right hands (if right- 
handed). To show that one came in peace he 
extended his open hand (no fist) with no 
weapon in it. If the other had peaceful inten
tions, he also extended an empty hand. Then 
both joined or shook hands. The American In

CHURCH FURNITURE 
From Factory to Church 

RAINSVILLE CHURCH PEW
COMPANY

Route No. 1, Box 405
Rainsville, Ala. 35986 

Phone 205-638-2467 or 638-3882 
Also we upholster old pews.

P.O. BOX 2250 DANVILLE, VA. 24541 
PHONE 1804] 797-3277

BOWLING UNITED INDUSTRIES

For Sale 
CHURCH PEWS 

R.G. Ketron
Phone 615-577-8716 
3401 Montlake Drive 

Knoxville, Tennessee 37920

UNTO

WOLFE BROS. & CO.
1 PINEY FLATS, TENN.

Manufacturers of DISTINCTIVE

One of the most exciting ventures in Christian History

■ CHURCH FURNITURE
Grady G Cothen

LITTLE GIANT
The name to remember lor

FIBERGLASS BAPTISTRIES
SPIRES—CROSSES 

WATER HEATERS 
KRINKLGLAS 

WINDOWS
Church credit plans available 

Free colored brochure
LITTLE GIANT MANUFACTURING CO., INC.
Dept. 6 / Box 518 / Orange, Texas 77630

Phone: 713-8834246

Southern Baptists ore engaged in a most challenging and 
frightening effort—to give the gospel to every person by the 
year 2000.

This book relates the facts about "Bold Mission Thrust." Will

dians’ equivalent was to raise the empty right 
hand above the shoulder.

A hearty, warm handshake between Chris
tians serves the same purpose as the “holy 
kiss” to express love and peacefulness. For 
that matter the same is true of a Christian 
toward non-Christians.

Some years ago in a theatre in Paris, 
France, we saw a skit doing a take-off on, 
tourists. For the American tourist, it was 
simply a man walking around shaking hands 
with everyone. The audience roared with 
laughter. But handshaking is a good way to 
demonstrate love and goodwill.

This is especially true at church. And even 
more so to visitors who come seeking love and 
fellowship with both God and people. It is like 
the “kiss of love” as we say, “Peace be with 
you all that are in Christ Jesus” (v. 14b).

Agricultural missions 
considered on Luzon

MANILA, Philippines—Two Southern Bap
tist missionaries and two Filipinos from the 
Luzon Baptist Convention are surveying 
northeastern Luzon, the Philippines’ largest 
island, for possible locations of agricultural 
mission work in that pioneer area. It would be 
the third agricultural mission center in the 
Philippines.
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Our People
PEOPLE...

Mr. and Mrs. Thomas E. Miller, Chat
tanooga, will be honored on the occasion of 
their 50th wedding anniversary later this 
month. They are members of Lookout Valley 
Baptist Church in Chattanooga. A reception 
will tie held for the couple in the church’s ac
tivity building.

and Our Churches . .
Jennings Looper was ordained as a deacon 

recently in services at Columbia Hill Baptist 
Church in Monterey.

First Baptist Church in Johnson City held 
ordination services for newly elected deacon 
Walter Myers on Sunday, May 27. Dewey 
Kerr is pastor of First Baptist Church.

Mitchell Springs Baptist Church, Rutledge, 
ordained Floyd Gray and Glen Allen Dyer as 
deacons recently. Roy Stallings, director of 
missions, Grainger County Association, was 
moderator for the service. George Johnson 
preached the charge to the church, and Jack 
McCarter delivered the charge to the 
deacons. James McCann is pastor.

David and Carolyn Oaks Lovett, former 
members of First Baptist Church in Fountain 
City, were commissioned as summer mis
sionaries by the Home Mission Board. They 
will serve in church extension work in Ant
werp, Ohio. The Lovetts are students at 
Southeastern Baptist Theological Seminary, 
Wake Forest, N.C.

Mr. and Mrs. Jack Brandon, members of 
Mt. Hermon Baptist Church in Murfreesboro, 
are scheduled to celebrate their 50th wedding 
anniversary on June 15.

Charles Craig was licensed to the gospel 
ministry by the members of First Baptist 
Church of Carthage last month. Jere H. Plunk 
is pastor of the Carthage congregation.

Reed Springs Baptist Church, Philadelphia, 
ordained Mike Jones to the gospel ministry on 
May 28. A volunteer for missions, Jones is 
presently a student at Cumberland College in 
Kentucky, and has been called as pastor of a 
church.

Two couples at Mt. Hermon Baptist Church 
in Murfreesboro celebrated golden wedding 
anniversaries this month. They are Mr. and 
Mrs. Jesse J. Harrell and Mr. and Mrs. Ray
mond Fann. James E. Davis is pastor.

West Fentress Baptist Church, Riverside 
Baptist Association, ordained Roy Smith as a 
deacon. Donald C. Pharris, pastor of First 
Baptist Church, Livingston, preached the or
dination message. Rayford Harthcock is 
pastor at West Fentress.

Former China missionary, 
Ola Lea, dies at 87

FOR THE TIME OF YOUR LIFE

VOLUNTEER!
If you’re interested in maturing as a Christian, 
testing your faith in demanding situations and 
doing something significant with your time, a 
home missions volunteer assignment may be 
just what you’re looking for.

Why not find out?

GREENSBORO, N.C.—Emeritus Southern 
Baptist missionary Ola Lea died May 15 in 
Greensboro, N.C. She was 87.

A missionary to China and Taiwan, she 
spent 37 years in education work. In China she 
was principal of the Woman’s Missionary 
Union Training School in Shanghai and dean 
of women at the Baptist theological seminary 
in Kaifeng. She also worked with other Bap
tist schools in Soochow.

Among her survivors is a nephew, Fred 
Hyatt of Morristown, Tenn.

nillU'11 FlRMTlRE|i
At a price / <At a price

Any Church Can Afford ' 
Write or call

WR BROS.
MFG. co. ;

Tel. (501) 675-2468 ;
Booneville, Arkansas

72927

FIBERGLASS
1 Baptistries 

। Steeples 
i Crosses

For complete information at no 
obligation call toll free 

1-800-527-8438 
or write

Superior Fiberglass Products 
P. O. Box 1308 B

JACKSONVILLE, TEXAS 75766

Enclose this order form in an envelope and mail to ORDERS PROCESSING, Home 
Mission Board, 1350 Spring Street, NW, Atlanta, Georgia, 30309.
Quantity

Mission Service Corps Packet: includes poster, brochures and filmstrip seg
ment for enlisting volunteers. 501—09F

A Time to Remember: describes opportunities in home missions work for 
youth and young adults. 524—31F

Come Go With Me and See This Land: explains the HMB’s ministry and
challenges laypersons to become involved. 524—30F

Bold Mission Thrust: explains goals and target areas. 801—05F
Free Literature Order Blank: lists brochures on HMB ministries and service

opportunities. 524—03F

Name

Address State
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UNIFORM SERIES
Lesson for Sunday, June 10

David spares Saul's life
By Ben Curtis 

professor, religion department 
Belmont College, Nashville

Baisc Passage: I Samuel 18:1-19:18;24;26 
Focal Passage: I Samuel 26:6-12, 21-24

Around 1000 B.C., the throne passed from 
Saul to David. These passages in I Samuel 
give us a glimpse into the human agony and 
greatness surrounding that transfer of power. 
Soul knows his place is lost; he has to witness, 
albeit with jealousy and rage, David on the 
rise; and he must en
dure Jonathan show
ing more love 
Saul’s rival than 
his own father.

The friendship

for 
for

of
Jonathan and David (I 
Sam. 18:1-4, 19:1-7) is 
a beautiful backdrop 
for the bleak demise of 
Soul. They seal their 
friendship with a cove
nant or hesed (18:3), Curtis

a term which combines the ideas of love and 
loyalty. To understand the strength of their 
commitment to each other, we must 
remember that hesed is used to characterize 
the relationship of God and Israel. As part of 
their compact, they exchange clothing in 
order to get inside the personality of the 
other. Furthermore, the phrase in Hebrew 
suggests an original practice of shedding 
blood to bind the persons together in its life 
force, reminiscent of the phrase “blood 
brothers.”

Friendship is not a passive state of feeling a 
certain way. Friendship calls for concrete 
helpfulness and Jonathan and David act on 
their feelings. Jonathan intercedes for David 
with Saul’s (19:4,5) and warns David of Saul’s 
wrath (19:2). David later respects the “house 
of Saul” out of honor to Jonathan.

One of the spiritual lessons for us today 
from this friendship is that the power of God 
enables us to transcend cultural, worldly 
sterotypes. Jonathan and David loved each 
other, even as much as a love for a woman (II 
Sam. 1:26,27), yet in our society men are 
asked to be tough, not tender, and men are 
asked to eschew close commitment to each 
other for fear of misunderstanding. The New 
Testament promise is that the gospel leads us 
into a new set of intimate relationships so that 
our new life in the kingdom of God is marked 
by opening and sharing rather than distance 
and suspicion (Mk. 10:28-31).

Pathos now enters the story. Saul reveals a 
“dark side” during times of stress: unstable 
emotions, shifting moods, recurring fits of 
rage (I Sam. 18:10-12, 19:9-17). The author 
paints his picture with two curious phrases. 
First, he describes Saul as having “an evil 
spirit from God” seizing him. Behind this 
phrase is the Hebrew belief that every hap
pening, good or bad, could be traced directly 
to the action of God. Also, the vignette about 
Saul stripping off his clothes and lying on the 
ground all night causing the proverb “Is Saul 
also among the prophets?” (19:24), indicates 
that he was seen by the people as having mad 
fits, indistinguishable from the dervish-like 
dancing of the prophets.

The source of his jealousy was his own in
security in the face of the rising popularity of 
the young David. It is always difficult for 
older persons entrenched in power to make 
way for the younger. David returns from 
military victories, and the women of Israel 
meet him in the street dancing and singing 
“Saul made havoc among thousands but 
David among tens of thousands” (I Sam. 18:7, 
NEB). In the century Bedouin women have 
been seen dancing and singing as they meet 
their warriors returning from a raid. It must 
be a heady experience for a hero.

Saul responds with moods of fluctuation; 
first, he hates and then he feels remorse. He 
tries to kill David with a spear in his court (I 
Sam. 18:10-12); he attempts to trick David in

to death on the battlefield by promising his 
daughters Merab and Michal (19:17,20); he 
planned an ambush near David’s home 
(19:11). Saul is a picture of a man who has to 
have a target for his hatred in order to divert 
the pain of his own failings. David was young, 
popular, and successful; Saul was losing all of 
these things so he projected his problems onto 
David.

Once again this ongoing story yields up a 
sudden contrast. Saul seeks to kill David. Yet, 
twice David finds Saul in absolutely 
vulnerable positions and spares him. Once he
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is behind Saul in a cave (24:4), and again he is 
over Saul who is on the ground sleeping 
(26:7). Both times he restrains himself with 
the conviction about lifting a finger against 
“the Lord’s anointed.”

There seems to be a crucial spiritual lesson 
here. We do not always have to treat a person 
with decency or respect simply because we do 
or do not like that person. Often it is in the 
spontaneous, unobtrusive moments that a 
person reveals character. David could be 
capable of the range of human sins, from 
manipulation to adultery, but he was loyal to 
past covenants. He was reluctant to tread on a 
man of weakness, and he could honor the 
sacred office for the sake of his community 
and tradition, even if Saul as King was a 
failure. David is on his way to becoming a 
man after God’s own heart.
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LIFE AND WORK SERIES
Lesson for Sunday, June 10

A portrait of God's love!
By Jack May, pastor 

Broadmoor Baptist Church, Memphis
■ UL

Basic Passage: Hosea 1-3
Focal Passages: Hosea 1:2-3; 2:2a, 5, 8-9; 3:1-5

God fulfilled His purpose in her bringing into 
the world the Messiah through the nation of 
Israel.

Let all who read these lines know that God 
can and will use us, even with our imperfec
tions, to fulfill His purpose. The measure of 
our influence for Him will be in direct propor
tion to our surrender to His will for our lives. 
This portrait of God’s love reminds all that 
will hear that God loves us in spite of our sins! 
This is a message our world needs to hear! 
Are you sharing this love?
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from the drams of human life, beautifully pic
tures the steadfast love of God for His own. It 
is wrong to ask God to increase His love 
because He loves at maximum always. 
Romans 8:35-39 beautifully describes the 
results of God’s kind of love!

What Gomer did we do not know. I would 
like to believe that she settled down and made 
a good wife for him and a mother for his 
children. But we simply must speculate on 
this. But we do know that Israel responded. 
She went into captivity but later returned. 
And though she made many other mistakes,
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Keeping in mind the general theme of these 
five lessons, “Exposing Society’s Injustices,” 
one rightly concludes that God is a God of 
wrath. But, let us never lose sight of the fact 
that the truest picture of God is a God of love! 
The world must be exposed to the righteous 
indignation of our 
Heavenly Father, but 
with the same breath 
they must be made 
aware of His ever
lasting love!

There were three ad
ditional prophets ac
tive in the period of 
time when Hosea 
spoke. In the pro
phecies of Isaiah, the 
holiness of God was
predominant. In the prophecies of Amos, the 
justice of God was front and center. In the 
prophecies of Micah, it was ethical 
righteousness which received the attention. 
But when we come to Hosea, his dominant 
focus was on the redemptive love of God. His 
very name speaks to this truth. His name 
means “salvation” and is identical to the pro
per name of Joshua! In a day when genuine 
love is abating rather rapidly, and when the 
real emphasis is on lust, this message is most 
relevant!

A strange request (Hosea 1:2-3)
If Hosea was to speak to Israel about the 

hurt that comes from unfaithfulness, what 
better way than to speak from personal ex
perience? Scholars differ on the interpreta
tion of this statement: “...go take unto thee a 
wife of whoredom and children of 
whoredom...” The writer believes that Gomer 
was a young girl with latent tendencies 
toward immorality because of her 
background, but one who was a virgin at the 
time of the wedding. But regardless of the 
various interpretations one gives to this 
passage, it seems that all agree that Israel 
had played the prostitute and God must 
therefore discipline the people in love!

Jess Moody has written a little song, a part 
of which goes thusly: “Lord, break my heart 
that I might speak to brokenhearted men...” 
More often than not, you will find that God’s 
giants are men and women who have been 
sifted to remove the impurities from their 
own lives, in order to assist others in similar 
need!

A sorrowful state (Hosea 2:2a, 5, 8-9)
In this beautiful poem, several symbols are 

used. The loving husband stands for God; the 
unfaithful wife stands for Israel; the lovers of 
the unfaithful wife are the Baal images in Ca
naan; and the children are the faithful in the 
nation! There are some laws that are ir
revocable. One such Jaw is the one which 
says: “...Be sure your sins will find you out!” 
Another is “The soul that sinneth it shall 
die! ” If you place your hand in flames, it will 
be burned. If you sin, you will end up in a sor
rowful state.

There is a dual truth that I’ wish to em
phasize in this text:

(1) God always loves His rebellious child
ren, and even His punishment is re
demptive! (Some Christians need to 
remember this when they are dealing 
with blackslidden ones.)

(2) God will always have some faithful 
children to speak to the erring ones!

A steadfast love (Hosea 3:1-5)
One meaning of the word redeem is to “pay 

the price! ” This is pictured as Hosea goes into 
the market place of immorality and pur
chases back that which was rightfully his in 
the first place. Heartbroken and worn, Hosea 
never stopped loving Gomer. When everyone 
else was ready to write her off as a bad invest
ment, he continued to love her. This account
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SBC conventions spark Porter Rouths memory
By Norman Jameson

NASHVILLE (BP)—Porter Routh runs his 
finger down a list of Southern Baptist Conven
tion annual meeting locations like an elec
tronic scanner reading computer tape.

His finger, programmed to stimulate 
recall of what Routh considered the most 
significant events at the annual meetings, 
stops at 1939, Oklahoma City, the beginning of 
his incredible string of attendance at 40 con
secutive Southern Baptist Convention annual 
meetings. He covered that one as a 
newspaper reporter for the local Daily 
Oklahoman.

In the succeeding 39 years, Routh attended 
the meetings as a denominational employee. 
Houston marks his 28th and last as executive 
secretary-treasurer of the SBC Executive 
Committee.

Now Routh, who has been executive 
secretary-treasurer longer than both the 
previous office holders combined, stops at 
1949, again Oklahoma City. R.G. Lee, SBC 
president, surrenders the gavel to oppose a 
motion that would prevent anyone related to a 
city, state, or national council of churches 
from serving on any SBC board. The conven
tion sustains him, defeating the motion.

“That was a very dramatic moment,’’ 
Routh recalls, “because certainly Dr. Lee 
was known to be very conservative 
theologically, but he did not feel that Baptists 
should not have anything to do with any 
others. There were many areas where they 
could have common concern. This did not 
mean, of course, we were going into the Na
tional Council of Churches or anything like 
that, but it did mean a man could not be disen- 
ffanchised because of his relationship to a 
local pastors’ conference.”

HISTORICALLY
FROM THE FILES

50 YEARS AGO
J.B. Phillips resigned as pastor of 

Highland Park Baptist Church, Chat
tanooga, and asked that his resignation 
become effective in the summer of 1930 
at which time he planned to retire from 
the active duties as pastor.

A meeting of 1,800 women at Calvary 
Baptist Tabernacle, Chattanooga, 
passed resolutions condemning the 
practice of women smoking cigarettes. 
The meeting was for women only and 
was conducted by John W. Ham, Atlan
ta evangelist. Ham spoke on “The 
Spotless Woman.”

25 YEARS AGO
Ralph L. Murray resigned as pastor 

of Smithwood Baptist Church, Knox
ville, after he had served the church for 
21 years.

Inskip Baptist Church, Knoxville, 
was celebrating its 50th anniversary 
with a week of special services. The 
church had only four living charter 
members, all still active in the church. 
They were Mr. and Mrs. Charles A. 
Child, Mrs. Charles Milligan, and Mrs. 
Fred Mathis all of whom were honored 
during the observance. Robert A. 
Sanders was pastor.

10 YEARS AGO
New Middleton Church, New Salem 

association, was constructing a new 
auditorium and educational building, 
estimated to cost $36,000. Emery 
Farmer was pastor.

Mrs. D. Isbell, Tennessee WMU 
president, was elected co-chairman of 
the Southern Baptist Convention’s 
WMU nominating committee, during 
its annual meeting in New Orleans, La.

—1954, St. Louis. The convention, at the urg
ing of J.B. Weatherspoon, president of 
Southern Baptist Theological Seminary, goes 
on record in support of the Supreme Court 
decision on school desegregation.

—1963, Kansas City. Messengers affirm 
seminaries and adopt the statement of Bap
tist Faith and Message.

— 1964, Atlantic City. Southern and 
American Baptists meet at same time, then 
with National Baptists and others in Baptist 
Jubilee Advance, 150 years after the Triennial 
Convention in 1814.

—1968, Houston. Messengers adopt state
ment on the racial crisis in the nation. It 
leaves race relations to individual churches, 
but states the convention would not deny 
fellowship with churches because of race.

—1976, Norfolk. Bold Mission Thrust is 
launched in what Routh calls the “high hour 
in the life of the convention.”

Annual meetings are a significant part of 
the life of Southern Baptist Convention 
employees, especially for those on the staff of 
the Executive Committee which is charged 
with carrying out the mandate of the 
messengers between sessions. Routh ex
presses confidence in the annual sit-down 
business meeting. But he is concerned that as 
the volume of business increases and the 
number of messengers grows, time is not 
taken to get full information and a decision 
may be made without everyone getting a 
chance to be heard on an issue.

“One of the concerns I have is that you have 
fewer than a third, perhaps, of the SBC 
pastors at the convention,” Routh says. “You 
have only an infinitesimal representation of 
lay persons. So whether or not the action of 
the convention really represents the total 
Baptist fellowship is always a real concern.

“I think most of the time it does, it’s usually 
a fair sample The majority vote in the con
vention doesn’t necessarily mean that it’s the 
will of God. It’s the only way we have to make 
decisions, but we ought to always take time to 
listen to the voice of the minorities.”

Routh has seen the convention vote strongly 
on one side of an issue, then reverse itself 
shortly thereafter. For example, in 1953

South Carolina congregation 
ordains 100-year-old deacon

JEDBURG, S.C. (BP)—Baptist layman 
P.Y. Eadie is the epitome of spunk. At age 
100, he’s just been elected to a three-year 
term as deacon at Jedburg Baptist Church.

“I just wish some of our younger folk were 
so faithful,” says pastor Thomas Mishoe.

On May 20, just a day before Eadie’s 100th 
birthday, the church will honor him with a 
special observance—P.Y. Eadie Day.

Eadie takes the whole business of aging in 
stride and would prefer to omit any such hub
bub. But he seems to realize a church needs to 
somehow express its awed reverence for a 
man who has seen so much life.

P.Y. Eadie, born in 1879, can remember his 
parents discussing the Civil War. * 1

He remembers when people rode mules or 
oxcarts to church, and he marvels most at ad
vances in transportation. He has seen a mud- 
clogged dirt road near his home become a 
modern interstate highway.

He recalls when the Wright Brothers put 
together a winged contraption that launched 
the world into a new age of flight.

He felt the heady excitement of Lindburg’s 
flight over the Atlantic and has seen the ar
rival of telephones, radio, and television.

And, perhaps with the wisdom that surely 
comes with so many years, he has come to see 
both the good and bad inherent in most of our 
modern luxuries.

Television, for example, he sees as both a 
force for good and for evil—good for the infor
mation it conveys, bad for giving people a 
chance to watch spectator sports on Sundays 
instead of worshipping in church.

Ask Eadie how he has managed to live so 
long, and he says that mystery is in the hands 

messengers resolved the ministers should 
have the option to participate in Social 
Security, when in 1950 they said participation 
violated traditional tenets of separation of 
church and state.

Routh is sure that Southern Baptists’ con
fidence in the structure, mission, and leader
ship of the SBC remains strong. He cited as an 
example a man who willed his entire estate to 
the SBC, saying “I have confidence that the 
SBC will know better how to use these 
resources to the glory of God than any other 
organization to which I could leave them.”

“This gives me cause for concern because 
you can’t help but pray, ‘O God, we must 
never do anything to destroy this kind of con
fidence,’ ” Routh says. “We must never do 
anything to make Southern Baptists feel this 
confidence is misplaced.”

He states unhesitatingly that apathy is the 
greatest obstacle to the Bold Mission Thrust 
goal of presenting the gospel to everyone in 
the world by the year 2000 and to be continued 
growth of the SBC.

“I’m concerned in terms of stewardship, 
but the big problem is in terms of our will
ingness to give the time and the compas
sionate, caring concern necessary to show 
people that we really care for them,” he says. 
“The most meaningful kind of evangelism to
day is evangelism through what someone has 
called the caring community. My concern is 
not just for others, but for myself, that I’ll be 
willing to give the time it takes to demon
strate this kind of compassion and concern.”

Routh has several concerns for the perspec
tive of a second generation Baptist leader, 
among them the drop in baptisms, the slowing 
growth rate, and the growing percentage of 
non-resident membership, what he calls a 
good Baptist term for the non-involved.

“Someone jokingly made the observation 
several years ago, when our growth rate was 
higher, that before long there would be more 
Southern Baptists than there were people,” 
Routh says. Now, he says, that’s no longer 
true. “We need to find new, innovative ways 
of discovering through self-giving, how to 
reflect the spirit of Christ in our lives.”

Routh has not just seen Southern Baptists 

of God.
But he also says he has attended one Baptist 

church or another since he was 14. He became 
a Christian at 26, a life-changing decision he 
still follows 74 years later. Jedburg Baptist 
Church remains the rock that stabilizes his 
spiritual life, though he is not above teasing 
the preacher for his “short” 30-minute ser
mons that 80 years ago would have been over 
an hour long.

Eadie retired 30 years ago at age 70 from 
his work as carpenter, but keeps busy with 
projects around the house, such as the 
vegetable garden he still tills.

He often reads, leaning towards Christian 
magazines and the Bible, spurning more 
“worldly” material.

His first wife died when he was 29, his se
cond when he was 54. And he married his sur
viving third wife when he was 93.

Asked whether the cold-water showers he 
takes winter and summer are really healthy, 
he smiles and reponds, “Well, I’m still here.”

You can’t argue with spunk.

Filipino study extension 
graduates first student

MANILA, Philippines—The Theological 
Education by Extension in the Philippines has 
its first graduate. Virgie Muego, a pastor’s 
wife and translator for the publication agency 
of the Philippine Baptist Mission, received 
her degree March 30.

Although hundreds of Filipino pastors and 
lay leaders have received training through 
this program, Mrs. Muego is the first to com
plete it.

grow up, he has been in position during the 
boom years to help facilitate that growth. 
When he became executive secretary in 1951, 
Southern Baptist had 7.3-million members in 
28,289 churches who gave $37.2-million to mis
sions.

Today there are 13.1-million members in 
35,400 churches in all 50 states. Last year they 
gave $105.3-million to world missions.

Routh and his wife, Ruth, have scheduled 
teaching semesters at four Southern Baptist 
seminaries in the next two years. He will 
teach courses in denominational heritage, ad
ministration, and crises and controversy.

Routh, a man not given to self-acclaim, 
comes by his humility honesty. He 
remembers that as a child attending the Bap
tist General Convention in Texas annual 
meetings with his father, E.C. Routh, editor 
of the Texas Baptist Standard, people would 
argue about who was the ugliest preacher in 
the state, E.C. Routh, or preacher T.V. Neal.

The dubious title probably never was 
resolved, but it sure made Routh wonder 
when folks would pat him on the head and say, 
“Yup, you look just like your father.”

He credits his wife and children with help
ing make his work and frequent separations 
easier. Where some marriages disintegrate 
because of the demands of denominational 
work, the Rouths celebrate their 43rd wed
ding anniversary June 7.

Let’s see, that means they were married 
the year the convention was in St. Louis...

Foundation

Only a few days to live
By Jonas L. Stewart

Renato Casale was a native of Rome, Italy. 
He came to the United States as a young man. 
His life was spent as a college language 
teacher, having retired from that position at 
Milligan College. He maintained an interest 
in youth until his death.

He was living alone when he began search
ing for some way to establish a trust with his 
modest estate. He had an urgent desire to sup
port an orphanage in Rome with which he had 
become acquainted through friends whose 
children had been assisted by their gen
erosity. Even though he was not a Baptist, 
when he learned that the orphange was 
operated by the Southern Baptist Foreign 
Mission Board he got in touch with the Ten
nessee Baptist Foundation. A representative 
of the Foundation visited with him and gave 
advice as to how he could establish a trust 
while he still lived and leave the residue of his 
estate to that trust in his will.

He was elated at this idea. The information 
was shared with an attorney for the prepara
tion of a trust agreement and a will to ac
complish his purpose. Little did anyone 
realize that he had only a few more days to 
live. Before the trust was funded and before a 
will could be prepared, he was found dead at 
his home which overlooked the campus of 
Milligan College, near Johnson City, Ten
nessee.

Having died without a will, his heirs will get 
his estate. It is not likely that his desires will 
be carried out. He didn’t intend to die without 
a will, but he did because he waited too late to 
start planning.

It is reported that more than 60% of the pro
perty owners in Tennessee die without wills. 
What a waste! Nothing is done by them to 
save on probate cost, taxes, and legal fees. 
Nothing is done to prevent disagreements 
among relatives, and they leave not one dime 
for the Lord’s work. For the sake of those you 
love, including the Lord, make a will! Do it to
day. Tomorrow may be too late!

A representative of the Foundation will be 
glad to confer with you about the process of 
making a will and advise how you can make 
your Christian testimony live until Jesus 
comes.

For information write Tennessee Baptist 
Foundation, Jonas L. Stewart, executive 
secretary-treasurer, Box 347, Brentwood, 
Tennessee 37027.


