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Rogers elected new SBC president
Election, inerrancy, missions 
dominate convention session

HOUSTON—The election of officers and the 
focus on Bold Mission Thrust highlighted the 
annual session of the Southern Baptist Con
vention which met June 12-14 at The Summit 
here.

Adrian Rogers, pastor of the 11,000-member 
Bellevue Baptist Church of Memphis and an 
avowed conservative, won the presidency on 
the first ballot over five other nominees, by a 
51.36 percent margin in an election the 
messengers later asked officilas to in
vestigate for possible “irregularities.”

Amid charges and countercharges, the 
messengers also adopted a jnotion disavow
ing “overt political activity and organization 
as a method of selection of its officers.”

The 15,947 convention messengers took 
several other actions leading toward the con
servative right.

They reaffirmed the Scripture portions of 
the 1963 convention-adopted Baptist Faith and 
Message statement, elected an active 
member of the conservative Baptist Faith 
and Message Fellowship as second vice- 
president, and reaffirmed for the second con
secutive year a 1976 SBC resolution opposing 
abortion by demand.

During business periods, the messengers 
adopted an $83-million Cooperative Program 
budget goal for 1979-80, and suggested a 
$226-million goal for all state conventions to 
help finance their Bold Mission plan.

Elected first vice-president of the conven
tion was Abner V. McCall, president of Baylor 
University in Waco, Tex., who earlier had 
been nominated as a moderate candidate for 
president.

Don Touchton, pastor of Central Baptist 
Church, Brandon, Fla., was chosen second

SBC missionaries evacuate 
strife-ridden Nicaragua

MANAGUA, Nicaragua (BP) — In the 
midst of stepped-up civil conflict, all Southern 
Baptist missionary personnel to Nicaragua 
have temporarily left the country.

Stephens and Paula Baumgardner, mis
sionary journeymen stationed in Managua, 
were the last Southern Baptist missionaries to 
leave the country. They flew to the United 
States on Sunday, June 10. The other 
missionary couple, Stanley and Glenna 
Stamps, also stationed in Managua, left 
Nicaragua about two weeks earlier, taking 
local leave in Honduras. Both couples made 
their own decisions to evacuate.

Sporadic fighting and political tensions 
have existed for over a year between the 
national government of President Anastosio 
Somoza Jr. and guerrillas of the Sandinista- 
National Liberation Front.

The Baumgardners, entering their last year 
of a two-year term in the Southern Baptist 
missionary journeyman program, were to 
have been with the Stamps on local leave 
status. But because of an anticipated visit by 

vice-president.
Unsnarling the traffic jam of motions and 

debates over alleged irregularities in the elec
tion of the convention president prompted 
outgoing President Allen to remark at one 
point he was “grieved by the spirit that is now 
moving in this meeting.”

During debate on a motion proposed by 
Ernie White of St. Joseph, Mo., calling on the 
convention to “disavow overt political 
activity” in the election of officers, former 
SBC President Wayne Dehoney, of Louisville, 
Ky., leveled charges of “overt political ac
tivities” at Houston Appellate Court Judge 
Paul Pressler, whom Dehoney claimed was 
an “illegal” messenger to the SBC.

After messengers approved the motion, 
Pressler made an impassioned and tearful 
personal privilege speech, defending his use 
of “skyboxes” where he and others watched 
convention proceedings. He denied he was an 
illegal messenger, although he was elected 
by First Baptist Church, Bellaire, Tex., 
where he is an “honorary member.”

Pressler, who helped lead a conservative 
coalition to elect Rogers president, denied 
rumors that he and others encouraged local 
and area churches to bus messengers to the 
convention for the election, and that some 
churches had more than the maximum of 10 
messengers.

Shortly after adoption of the motion on 
“overt political activity,” the messengers 
adopted a motion by local registration chair
man James Varner of Houston which in
structed registration secretary Lee Porter of 
Nashville to investigate “registration ir
regularities” and report to the SBC Executive 

(Continued on page 2) 

relatives and the country’s “on again, off 
again” tensions, the journeymen opted to stay 
in Managua, a Foreign Mission Board 
spokesman said.

Conflict increased, however, and following 
declaration of martial law, the 
Baumgardners, both Florida natives, con
sulted Foreign Mission Board personnel and 
made tentative plans to evacuate as soon as 
possible. Originally, they chose to go to 
Honduras or Guatemala, but because of 
severe business shutdowns and other 
obstacles those plans were dismissed and the 
couple booked a flight to Miami, Fla., and on 
to their home in Orlando. Sunday was their 
first opportunity to leave.

The Stamps were in Honduras when 
martial law was declared and could not 
reenter the country. They are staying in 
Tegucigalpa.

As fighting continued in Nicaragua, 
neighboring El Salvador remained under 
general unrest. Southern Baptist mis
sionaries there have reported that “things are 
rough, but calm,” the spokesman said.

COMMITMENT—With the scoreboard serving as a hymnal, hundreds responded 
to Jesus Christ during the Wednesday night SBC Bold Missions Rally in Houston's 
Astrodome.

ma mt

WHEREVER HE LEAD8 I’LL 60
WHEREVER HE LER08 I ’LL 60 
I'LL FOLLOW HY CHRIST WHO 

LOVES HE 80
WHEREVER HE LEADS I ’LL 60

Baptists pack Astrodome, 
endorse missions emphasis
“Go, go, go! Tell, tell, tell!” The admoni

tion from evangelist Billy Graham echoed 
throughout the 48,000-seat Astrodome in 
Houston last week at the largest gathering of 
Southern Baptists ever assembled in the 
United States.

Baptists filled the giant sports arena for a 
missionary dedication service and Bold 
Mission Thrust rally.

The service, lasting two-and-one-half hours, 
was filled with highlights. The congregation 
numbered over 50,000. The choir had 4,000 
voices. The hymnal was the electronic 
scoreboard. The order of service listed 5,700 
names of home and foreign missionaries, and 
those names flashed across the scoreboard, 
along with their place of service.

The duo-emphasis of the rally was the 
dedication of 1,100 persons who had 
volunteered for mission service since Jan. 1, 
1978 and an altar call to which 3,000 persons 
responded.

Graham’s message vibrated with urgency, 
insistence, and expedience. He asked the at
tendees to consider the authority on which 
they act, the message they have to proclaim, 
the people they are to reach, and the power 
that they have been promised.

“If you have accepted Jesus Christ as your 
Savior and made Him Lord of your life, you 
have to take seriously His command. Is Christ 
really Lord of your life? Have you submitted 
your will to Him, your future, your voca
tion?" he asked. “Then what will you do with 
His command to go into all the world and 
proclaim the gospel?”

When Graham invited persons to dedicate 

their lives to missions, an estimated 3,000 per
sons came forward and knelt amidst flags 
from 50 states and 94 nations. Home and 
foreign missionaries knelt with them and 
prayed. Southern Baptist Convention presi
dent Jimmy Allen reported to the convention 
on Thursday that 1,200 persons had made 
decisions for Christ at the rally.

Earlier in the service, William Tanner, ex
ecutive director-treasurer of the Home Mis
sion Board of Atlanta, compared the influence 
that 13-million communist party members 
have had on the Soviet Union with that of 
13-million Southern Baptists in the United 
States. “They have had more effect on their 
nation than we have had on ours,” he said. 
“Not because we are outnumbered, but 
because we are outcommitted.”

Foreign Mission Board director Baker 
James Cauthen said that the time has come 
“for a group of people called Baptists, along 
with all others who love Jesus, to rise up in the 
strength of the almighty God and tell the last 
human being on the face of the earth that 
Jesus saves. It doesn’t matter what it costs us 
as individuals, as churches, or as a denomina
tion because we owe our absolute allegiance 
to the command of our living Lord,” he said.

The service was carried via satellite to 
rally points in churches and assembly halls 
throughout the nation. Many commitments 
were reported at these locations.

The Astrodome rally had been the dream of 
SBC president Jimmy Allen for many 
months. He was responsible for its birth and 
the fulfillment of that dream.
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President's press conference

Rogers favors fair investigation 
of seminaries, not 'witch hunt1

HOUSTON — Newly-elected Southern Bap
tist Convention President Adrian Rogers of 
Memphis, said in his first full-fledged news 
conference he would not favor a “witch hunt” 
investigation of liberalism in SBC seminaries, 
but would support such an investigation if it 
were carried out by a committee that was fair 
and balanced.

Rogers, nominee of what some have 
described as a “conservative political 
machine” within the SBC, also said he hoped 
that the kind of political organization which 
led to his election would not be a pattern for 
future elections of SBC presidents.

Amplifying the question of a committee to 
investigate charges of liberalism in SBC 
seminaries, Rogers added: “I would not favor 
any group that came with blood in its eye to go 
on a witch hunt.”

He added, however, that any “liberalism"

SBC...
(Continued from page 1)

Committee in September any suggested pro
cedures to correct the problem while main
taining the integrity of the ballot system.

Later the convention adopted a resolution 
expressing “gratitude to our seminaries” in 
the face of accusations questioning the doc
trinal integrity of seminary staff and faculty 
members. The resolution encouraged anyone 
who questions the doctrinal integrity of 
seminary faculty members to lodge their 
complaints and charges directly with the 
boards of trustees of the respective 
seminaries.

When the presidents of the six seminaries 
presented their annual report to the conven
tion, messengers applauded comments from 
the presidents that there has been no 
liberalism and deviation from Biblical ortho
doxy on their campuses.

Later messengers were braced for a motion 
introduced by Eli Sheldon of Oklahoma City 
which would require establishing a “loyalty 
oath” for future convention officers, but by an 
oversight the motion was not printed in the 
last day’s Convention Bulletin and Sheldon 
agreed to withdraw the motion and consider 
offering it next year.

In other actions, the convention adopted a 
motion asking SBC agencies to work with the 
SBC Annuity Board in considering the 
development of uniform retirement program 
for all SBC agencies, asked the Christian Life 
Commission to organize a coalition of 
religious bodies to establish a committee to 
evaluate and label television programs, and 
accepted a recommendation from the SBC 
Executive Committee against establishing a 
seventh theological seminary.

Out of 37 resolutions introduced, resolutions 
on 20 subjects were adopted.

Resolutions endorsed the SALT nuclear 
disarmament treaties and encouraged 
peacemaking; urged increased U.S. overseas 
development assistance to combat world 
hunger; decried violence and child abuse in 
America; reaffirmed the 1976 SBC stance on 
abortion; urged Congress to defeat legislation 
to rewrite the 1934 Communications Act pro
viding for “public interest” religious broad
casts, advocated more strigent energy con
servation efforts by Baptists, and supported 
the preservation of family farms.

Other resolutions condemned a proposed 
Internal Revenue Service procedure which 
would deny tax exemption to church schools 
which fail to prove they are not racially 
discriminatory; urged Baptists to develop 
creative ministries to minister to migrant 
farm workers suffering from poverty, 
disease, and malnutrition; decried porno
graphy as a “moral cancer” in society; en
couraged Christian stewardship as a powerful 
anti-inflationary force; and opposed in
creases in second-call mailing costs for 
religious publications.

is too much if it means that Baptist 
seminaries, agencies, or institutions have 
employees who doubt the Bible is the authen
tic infallible Word of God.

The next day, Rogers spent more than two 
hours attempting to mend fences with editors 
of the convention’s 34 state Baptist papers.

Rogers, cancelling another appointment to 
stay with the editors as long as they had ques
tions, discussed everything from his belief 
that there are “many professors” at the six 
Southern Baptist seminaries who do not 
believe in the inerrancy (without error) of the 
Scriptures to why he has disassociated 
himself with the Baptist Faith and Message 
organization.

Taking over as the top elected official of the 
13.2-million member organization at the con
clusion of the convention Thursday night, 
Rogers said a mark of his term will be 
transparency.

“When you want to know something, I’ll tell 
you the truth.”

Rogers said he will continue io support Mid
America Baptist Theological Seminary, a 
non-Southern Baptist owned school for 
ministers adjacent to his Bellevue Baptist 
Church in Memphis.

He said Mid-America differs from Southern 
Baptist owned seminaries in that every 
professor believes in the verbal plenary 
inspiration theory and that every word of 
Scripture is pure.

Rogers said his church would continue to 
support the Memphis school, but that he 
would not use his office as president to 
enhance Mid-America.

Rogers said he “probably had been guilty” 
of allowing Luther Rice Seminary, a non
Southern Baptist facility in Florida to use his 
name when he was appointed a trustee.

“Luther Rice and other institutions like it 
are a monument to our failures as Southern 
Baptists. Luther Rice would not have a breath 
of a chance to exist if the six Southern Baptist 
seminaries were committed to Biblical 
inerrancy.”

He said the Baptist Faith and Message 
movement came about as the result of an 
sermon printed in the Baptist Program, ques
tioning the infallability of the Bible. A request 
to run an article contradicting the story was 
denied, resulting in the Baptist Faith and 
Message movement, he said.

Rogers said he had decided to associate

Youth interrupts 
Bellevue service

Adrian Rogers’ first sermon at Bellevue 
Baptist Church, Memphis, since his election 
as president of the Southern Baptist Conven
tion was interrupted by a young man who was 
apparently trying to take over the service.

William E. Cotton of Memphis, was 
arrested and charged with two counts of 
aggravated assault and one count of 
disturbing a religious assembly. Arraign
ment for the 21-year-old man was to be held 
Monday in Memphis.

As Cotton came running onto the podium, a 
choir member, Samuel Garland, blocked the 
man and subdued him. “I was going to grab 
and hold him,” Garland said, “but he hit me 
with his fist right smack on the nose. With a 
reflex action, I hit him on the jaw and 
knocked him flat.”

Rogers talked briefly with the man and 
prayed for him, before he was taken away.

Cotton said that the reason for the attack is 
because there is such a generation gap in the 
city.

A police spokesman told the Memphis Com
mercial Appeal that Cotton had called his 
father before going to church and wished him 
a happy Father’s Day and told him he would 
be on TV today.

with Bill Powell of Buchanan, Ga., and the 
Baptist Faith and Message movement, “just 
because I thought someone needed to take a 
stand against the liberals questioning the 
inerrancy of the Scripture.”

Rogers said he had written Powell prior to 
the convention, disassociating himself. “I 
love Bill Powell, but he has not articulated 
what I believe.”

On Biblical inspiration, Rogers said that the 
issue of inspriation of the Bible versus the 
method — or dynamic — of inspiration is not 
what concerns him.

“The result (that the Bible is inspired .. that 
it is inerrant) is what I am concerned about, 
not terminology (about how it was inspired),” 
Rogers said.

But Rogers reiterated his belief that the six 
Southern Baptist seminaries have professors 
who do not believe the inspiration of the Bible.

He added you would “open a Pandora’s 
box” with a resolution by the convention that 
every professor must believe in the inerrancy 
of the Bible.

“If the rank and file (of Southern Baptists) 
knew what professors believe, they would 
already have risen up (against the 
seminaries),” Rogers contended.

He said only because some professors are 
so glib .. so good at semantics ... that the rank 
and file have not yet found out what some 
professors believe.

Rogers refused to equate differences in in
terpretation, however, with refusal to believe 
in inspiration.

He said he would not consider it a test of 
fellowship if another person believed in, for 
example, ordination of women.

“A person can believe in the inspiration of 
the Scriptures and can believe in ordination of 
women, and I can fellowship with him unless 
he gets too far off in his theology,” Rogers 
said.

He added, however, for the record, “I am 
dead set against ordination of women. The 
Bible does not teach that.”

Four goals were listed-by Rogers for his ad
ministration: being heard, listening, and 
helping distill the issues; communicating that 
a man who believes the Bible is not an ogre; 
setting the tone of evangelism and missions 
for Bold Mission Thurst; and not appointing a 
person to anything who does not believe the 
Bible is inerrent.

Rogers said he didn’t favor the political 
efforts of the Patterson-Pressler caucus. But 
he added: “I think what they did has been 
done since time immemorial.”

“Their methods are not my methods,” he 
said. “I have never been a candidate.”

At the close of his press conference, Rogers 
said, “If you will give me a chance and pray 
for me, you will find me transparent, loving, 
and positive. No man in the world believes 
more in soul winning and missions, and all 
you have to do is look at the record.”

SBC SESSION—Officers of the Southern Baptist Convention, (from left) Douglas 
Watterson, Jimmy Allen, and William Self, pose before the nearly 16,000 
messengers at last week's convention in The Summit in Houston.

Concerts, speeches 
heard by musicians

HOUSTON—Missions, energy and hearty 
singing highlighted the two-day Southern 
Baptist Church Music Conference at 
Tallowood Baptist Church here.

Approximately 1,000 church musicians and 
other music enthusiasts attended sessions to 
hear a series of mini concerts by top choirs 
and individual artists plus an address on bold 
missions by Russell Dilday Jr., president of 
Southwestern Baptist Theological Seminary, 
Fort Worth, Tex.

Music ranged from classical to traditional 
throughout the conference, highlighted by a 
grand finale performance of the 1979 Texas 
All State Band and the Singing Men of Texas 
at First Baptist Church.

Dilday told the musicians that the witness 
of Southern Baptists needs to be person 
centered. “No matter how advanced we 
become in the media and mass communica
tions, nothing will ever take the place of one 
individual sharing with another on a one to 
one basis. We have to relate to people not as a 
mass but to each one. That is the kind of Bold 
Mission Thrust that will reach people in our 
day.”

A person’s witness needs to be sensitive, 
pleasant, and pungent, he said. “Leave them 
with a salty tang of genuine experience that is 
from the heart, not a professional, memorized 
echo that you heard somewhere.”

Thad Roberts, minister of music of 
Houston’s South Main Baptist Church, began 
his two-year term as president of the music 
conference, succeeding James McKinney, 
dean of the school of church music at South
western Seminary.

Al Washburn, associate professor of church 
music at Golden Gate Baptist Theological 
Seminary, Mill Valley, Calif., was elected 
president-elect of the music conference. He 
will assume the presidency in 1981.
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Looks forward to Nashville crusade

Graham fields questions 
at SBC press conference

HOUSTON — Billy Graham told the Baptist 
and Reflector last week that he was looking 
forward to returning to Nashville this month 
for a crusade which he will preach at 
Vanderbilt University, June 24-July 1. The 
Southern Baptist evangelist was interviewed 
by about 100 members of the secular and 
religious press during the Southern Baptist 
Convention meeting in Houston.

Graham said that he has tremendous 
memories of visiting Nashville and realizes 
that the city has changed since his previous 
visit. He said that he could not predict a 
response to the crusade but is encouraged 
that he will be preaching to a “new genera
tion.”

In answer to a question about liberal lean
ings within the Southern Baptist Convention 
or within the lives of Southern Baptists, 
Graham told the Tennessee state paper that 
there are both liberal and conservative lean
ings within every denomination. “I try to stay

Messengers in Houston reaffirm 
'Baptist Faith and Message'

HOUSTON—With a minimum of discussion, 
the messengers to the 122nd Southern Baptist 
Convention approved a motion by Wayne 
Dehoney, former SBC president from 
Louisville, Ky., calling for a reaffirmation of 
the section related to “The Bible” in the 1963 
Baptist Faith and Message statement.

Adopted by the convention in Kansas City, 
the historical statement amounts to a 
declaration of the fundamental beliefs held by 
most Southern Baptists.

The 1963 statement also represents an up
dated version of a report of a committee 
which first presented it to the convention in 
1925.

Dehoney’s motion, apparently was inspired 
by a flap on Biblical inerrancy—an issue 
which raged at the Houston meeting.

Dehoney’s original motion called for the 
convention to reaffirm the 1963 Baptist Faith 
and Message statement which he said was 
adopted to “serve as information to the“~ 
churches and agencies of the Southern Bap
tist Convention.”

A key part of the statement, according to 
Dehoney, reads that the Bible “has God for its 
author, salvation for its end, and truth, 
without any mixture of error, for its matter.” 

Speaking to messengers on Wednesday, 
Dehoney said he just returned from a press

Missions leader pleads 
urgency in witnessing

HOUSTON — In his final message to the 
Southern Baptist Convention as its Foreign 
Mission Board executive director, Baker 
James Cauthen pleaded with his fellow 
believers to remember the tragedy of the 
world and the commission of Jesus Christ.

“Don’t ever forget from where we came, 
and don’t forget what we would be without 
Jesus Christ,” he stressed. “Bear in mind 
that the Great Commission to which we are 
called is a priority item. It is the reason for 
our being.”

He testified that the cost for serving God 
may be death but said that Southern Baptists 
must not draw back or wince under the com
mission, but pay whatever price they must to 
obey their Master.

“On my last time before you as your 
missions director, I say whatever its costs, 
let’s pay it,” he said.

He warned against Southern Baptists ever 
being “lulled to sleep” by some other fanciful 
thoughts and asked them to go back to their 
Bibles to find the commission of Jesus Christ. 

out of denominational factions or politics 
within the denomination,” he said. He added 
that he does believe that the Bible is the in
fallible Word of God, and said there there 
have been liberal and conservative splits at 
every Southern Baptist Convention he had 
ever been to.

Graham fielded other questions from 
reporters on television time, the Israeli and 
Middle East settlements, the shifting of 
Christianity toward the Orient, the Pope’s 
trip to Poland, and the nuclear arms race.

In response to a question on homosexuality, 
Graham said that “homosexuality is a sin.” 
He emphasized that he does not feel, however, 
that he is to be a crusader against any 
particular sin. “The Lord has called me to 
preach the gospel. I could spend all my time 
on one thing or another.”

He called Adrian Rogers “one of the best 
friends I have” and congratulated him on his 
election to the presidency of the SBC.

conference involving newly-elected conven
tion President Adrian Rogers, a strong propo
nent of Biblcial inerrancy.

Dehoney said Rogers told him he had his 
permission to tell the convention body that the 
two agree on Biblical infallibility.

The two agree the Bible’s “original auto
graphs” were without error, Dehoney ex
plained.

Exhorting the convention to lay aside the 
question of Biblical inerrancy after agreeing 
on Scriptural validity, Dehoney drew ap
plause when he asked messengers to arrive at 
unity.

Larry Lewis, pastor of Tower Grove Baptist 
Church in Ridgeland, Miss., supported 
Dehoney’s motion, saying he “thanks God” 
Southern Baptists are people who continue to 
be “of the Book.”

Herschel Hobbs, of Oklahoma City, a 
former convention president who served as 
chairman of the committee that drafted the 
1963 version of the Baptist Faith and Message 
statement, supported Dehoney’s motion.

Hobbs said those who served on the com
mittee in the early 1960’s accepted the in
fallibility of the Bible as a matter of course.

There was never a “squeak” of discussion 
about the inerrancy of Scripture, Hobbs said.

HOW MUCH?—Mr. and Mrs. Fred Kendall of Nashville purchase box lunches dur
ing a break at last week's Southern Baptist Convention in Houston. Before his 
retirement in 1972, Kendall was executive secretary of the Tennessee Baptist 
Convention.

TENNESSEANS—Outside The Summit, these Tennesseans paused before entering 
a session of the Southern Baptist Convention. From left are Fred Tubbs, Somer
ville; Pat Landrum, Brighton; John Adams, McKenzie; and Mr. and Mrs. Charles 
Sullivan, Memphis.

Rogers, McCall, Touchton 
elected as SBC officers

HOUSTON—Adrian Rogers of Memphis 
was elected as president of the Southern 
Baptist Convention, winning an impressive 
first ballot victory over five other nominees. 
He is pastor of Bellevue Baptist Church.

Rogers was nominated to that post by ex
Tennessean Homer Lindsay Sr.,' retired 
pastor of First Baptist Church, Jacksonville, 
Fla.

The Memphis pastor received 6,129 of the 
11,933 votes cast by secret ballot (51.36 per
cent).

Other nominees and their vote totals were 
Robert E. Naylor, retired president of 
Southwestern Baptist Theological Seminary, 
Fort Worth, Tex., 2,791 votes; William Self, 
pastor of Wieuca Road Baptist Church, 
Atlanta, 1,673 votes; Abner McCall, president 
of Baylor University, Waco, Tex., 643 votes; 

.Douglas Watterson, pastor of Knoxville’s 
First Baptist Church, 474 votes; and C.E. 
Price, Pittsburgh, Pa., layman 223 votes.

McCall was later elected first vice- 
president in a three-man race. On the first 
ballot McCall received 3,311 votes, with T.A.

Baptist campus ministers examine 
programs, methods, philosophies

HOUSTON—Southern Baptist campus 
ministers are going to be pressed to account 
for their programs, methods, and 
philosophies of student ministry, the newly- 
elected president of the Association of 
Southern Baptist Campus Ministers said in 
the closing session of their two-day annual 
meeting here.

Ron Brown, campus minister at Roanoke, 
Va., said the challenge to accountability has 
come because many active BSU students are 

Patterson, retired executive secretary of the 
Baptist General Convention of Texas receiv
ing 3,317 votes and Charles Harvey, pastor of 
Sunset Acres Baptist Church, Shreveport, 
La., getting 1,098 votes.

In the run-off, McCall received 2,905 of 5,336 
ballots (54.44 percent) to Patterson’s 2,431.

Four men were nominated for the position 
of second vice-president, with the eventual 
winner being Don Touchton, pastor of Central 
Baptist Church, Brandon, Fla.

On the first Ballot, Touchton ran second 
(1,742 votes) to Homer Lindsay Jr., pastor of 
First Baptist Church, Jacksonville, Fla. 
(2,526 votes). Other nominees were Roy Ladd, 
pastor of Baptist Temple, Houston (816 votes) 
and Milton Cunningham, pastor of Houston’s 
Westbury Baptist Church and current presi
dent of the Baptist General Convention of 
Texas (1,513 votes).

However, in the run-off Touchton received 
2,878 votes (56.89 percent) to Lindsay’s 2,182.

The new officers were installed at the clos
ing session of the convention last Thursday 
night.

not continuing their involvement in churches 
after graduation.

In their third annual meeting, almost 100 
members of the association explored the 
future implications to campus ministry of a 
wide-ranging list of theological issues.

President Brown said campus ministers 
should answer the challenge to accountability 
by being change agents. “We are expected to 
be creative!and innovative in our ministry,” 
said Brown, noting that BSU has been the 
testing ground for relational Bible study and 
discussions of issues such as integration and 
homosexuality.

Wendell Belew, director of the missions 
ministries division of the Southern Baptist 
Home Mission Board, Atlanta, said Southern 
Baptists’ major frontier is the theology of the 
church.

Belew predicted that if Baptists don’t deal 
with defining the church that by the end of the 
century the great mission fields may be in the 
south and the great sending fields may be the 
newer convention territories.

In spite of these problems, Belew called 
Southern Baptists “the greatest evangelical 
crowd in the world, but only because God has 
given us the torch for a while.”

In three presentations, John Newport, vice- 
president of academic affairs at South
western Baptist Theological Seminary, Fort 
Worth, Tex., addressed a variety of 
theological issues including morality, Biblical 
inerrance, and the arts and media.

In addition to Brown, other officers elected 
were vice-president of administration, Russ 
Arch, University of Southern Colorado, 
Pueblo; vice-president of membership, Sam 
Caruthers, Austin Peay State University, 
Clarksville, Tenn.; and vice-president of pro
gram, Burt Purvis, University of Houston.
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Baptist and Reflector

Houston—convention of contrasts
No matter what words you want to use to describe 

last week’s Southern Baptist Convention in Houston, 
they would be appropriate. We ran the complete 
gamut from the exhilarating excitement of the 
Wednesday night Astrodome service to charges of 
despicable political activity.

Southern Baptists have participated in very few 
high hours during an annual session that would sur
pass the Wednesday night Bold Mission Thrust Rally. 
Few of us envisioned that the 48,000-seat Astrodome 
would be filled for a religious service.

The people came—by the thousands—and 
heartedly responded to an impressive service. At the 
invitation, hundreds walked onto the field in response 
to Billy Graham’s plea to accept Christ as personal 
Saviour or to commit themselves to some type of mis
sion service.

It was truly an outstanding event.
The rest of the week did not fare so well.
The divisive spirit seemed to begin at the Sunday 

night Pastors’ Conference, which at times took on an 
atmosphere more of a political rally than a worship 
service.

Before the convention adjourned on Thursday 
night, there were charges of overt political activity; 
improper messenger registration; and questions of 
the personal integrity of some of the messengers. If 
these things were true—and apparently they are to 
some extent—it is a disgraceful display of methods 
and motives which have no place in our denomina
tion.

But, let’s look at some of the positive results of 
last week’s gathering.

Rogers deserves patience, prayers
It has been years since a president of the 

Southern Baptist Convention has come to that post 
with such an overwhelming vote—and with so many 
Baptists watching to see what he is going to do.

Adrian Rogers was elected to that position last 
week in what many would term as a “surprising” 
vote; not so much that he was elected as SBC presi
dent, but that he did it on the first ballot over five 
other popular nominees.

In spite of his repeated denials that he was 
actively engaged in the campaign led by Paige Pat
terson and Paul Pressler, some Baptists apparently 
are not convinced. Rogers candidly told a press con
ference, “I was not a part of this campaign. I never 
went to a single meeting. I don’t belong to Paige Pat
terson or Paul Pressler, or even to this convention, I 
belong to the Lord Jesus Christ.”

A motion was passed on Thursday to investigate 
alleged registration abuses. Rogers has pledged his 
full support to any investigation. If there were 
registration irregularities, we believe that these in
volved very few messenges, and certainly would not 
have affected Rogers’ election.

Regardless, it seems that many “moderate con
servatives” may stand at arm’s length, waiting to see 
what directions the administration of the new presi
dent will take.

On the other hand, the so-called “ultra-conser
vatives” will also be watching to see if Rogers can 
truly be the “great right hope” they desired when 
they supported him. Some of these seem to expect im
mediate results in ridding the convention of “liberal” 
professors and denominational executives.

Do you recall the 1970 Denver SBC when some of 
this group even booed then-president W.A. Criswell as 
he attempted to be fair and open to everyone?

Obviously, this places Adrian Rogers in the 
middle.

Our new president has made a tremendous begin
ning. Not only has he said he wanted to be open, 
positive, and transparent, but he demonstrated this

We have a well-balanced set of officers. Our new 
president, Adrian Rogers, has long demonstrated his 
commitment to preaching an inerrant Bible AND 
evangelism and missions. He is pastor of one of the 
largest SBC churches. The first vice-president, Abner 
McCall, is the president of a Baptist educational in
stitution. And the second vice-president, Don 
Touchton, is pastor of a relatively small church in a 
small town.

The messengers reaffirmed (again) their stand 
on “The Bible” section of the Baptist Faith and 
Message statement.

We approved without question or discussion our 
largest SBC budget in history—with a special 
challenge section totally designated for Bold Mission 
Thrust.

We suffered some logistic handicaps—such as in
adequate (or no) parking; shortage of gasoline; very 
few nearby hotels; almost no nearby restaurants; 
and high expenses—but the messengers, for the most 
part, managed to attend and to participate positively 
in the convention.

We express our appreciation to the presiding 
officers, especially President Jimmy Allen, for their 
attempts to deal openly and fairly with rather un
pleasant parliamentary procedures and sticky 
business matters.

It seems that every few years Southern Baptists 
have the kind of convention we suffered last week. 
Let’s hope and pray that it will be many years before 
the attitude and atmosphere of the 1979 SBC surface 
again.

By the editor

by submitting to two press conferences—the normal 
one-hour confrontation on Wednesday with all 
reporters, and a two-hour session on Thursday with 
the Baptist state paper editors. (A report of these two 
press conferences is printed elsewhere in this issue.)

We plead with all Southern Baptists to exercise 
Christian patience toward our new president. We 
must not allow ourselves to question the motives of 
everything he says or does.

And, let’s honor his request for prayers on his 
behalf. We need to pray that God can use him to bring 
a positive influence and emphasis to our denomina
tion as we experience the beginning stages of Bold 
Mission Thrust.

Rogers deserves our patience and our prayers.
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Cicero was impatiently waiting for the 
shuttle bus after the closing session of the 
Southern Baptist Convention last Thursday 
night, when two Tennessee friends walked up 
— Minnie Tyme, who was attending her 39th 
SBC, and Newt Joyner, at his first.

Looking for ideas to help me understand 
what all had happened during the convention, 
I asked their impressions.

“It was pretty wild,” Tyme chimed. “It 
seemed appropriate that we were meeting in 
a sports arena. It was kind of like the 
Christians and the lions during the business 
sessions, but sometimes it appeared there 
were very few Christians around.”

Newt wondered why they called the arena 
The Summit. “It was more like a valley, judg
ing by some to the low-down things I heard 
said.”

Newt added that he missed the Tuesday 
afternoon session. By the time he found a 
parking place, the benediction was being 
offered.

Neither of my two friends were very happy 
with the accommodations. I reminded them 
that the convention itself in 1973 had voted to 
come to Houston.

“I think you state paper editors ought to 
publish the names of those who were on the 
SBC Executive Committee’s Convention 
Arrangements Subcommittee who 
recommended that we come to Houston,’’ 
Minnie mused.

“I figured that this convention was going to 
be a disaster, when I arrived on Tuesday and 
saw those disaster vans parked next to the 
arena,” Joyner observed.

Minnie reacted with appreciation for the 
disaster vans from Texas, Oklahoma, 
Louisiana, and Mississippi, which offered to 
serve lunch on Tuesday.

“That was quite a bargain,” I noted.
“Yes,” Minnie agreed, “but some people 

really made it a bargain. The messengers 
who had been paying $5 to $10 for meals 
elsewhere tossed in a freewill offering which 
averaged about $1.21 each.’’

Newt interrupted, “I guess the ‘disaster’ 
belongs to the Brotherhood Commission, 
which agreed it would make up the difference 
between the $1.49 cost of each meal, and what 
was donated!”

Cicero reminded the two Tennesseans that 
box lunches were on sale in the arena to help, 
since there were very few eating places near 
The Summit.

“You mean that $4.00 box snack?” inquired 
Minnie Tyme.

“It was called a box lunch,” I responded.
“Bah,” Minnie muttered. “One stale sand

wich, an apple, and two small cookies would 
be called a snack at my house?”

Cicero asked what they thought of the 37 
resolutions presented by the messengers.

Newt was confused, so I explained that a 
resolution means a way of saying something 
so as to “resolve” an issue.

“You must be wrong, Cicero,” Minnie 
mused. “It seems that we are merely ‘resolv
ing’ things that we supposedly resolved at 
previous conventions.”

“How do messengers keep up with these 
resolutions and motions during all the debate, 
when there are substitutes, amendments, and 
amendments to the amendment?” inquired 
Newt. “Do they know what they are voting 
on?”

“It’s simple,” Minnie Tyme explained. 
“After 12 noon, you just vote ‘yes’ for 
anything that gets us closer to adjournment 
and lunch.”
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to ScUtot.. .
Letters on any religion-related subject are welcomed. Letters of over 300 words 
will not be used. Other letters may be shortened at the discretion of the editor. 
No unsigned letters will be printed, but writer’s name will be withheld for 
sufficient reason. Letters must contain complete address.

SBC elects 23 Tennesseans 
to denominational boards

Unfair, unchristian
Dear editor:

I believe you to be a Christian gentleman 
with convictions to be fair to all our people 
and organizations. I do not always agree with 
your Cicero’s Comment, yet I believe you 
have a right to express your view as long as 
you do not abuse or be unfair to some person 
or organization.

However, in the June 6 Cicero's Comment I 
believe you were unfair and unChristian in 
the way you used the Cooperative Program 
gifts of the churches. In no way did you give a 
fair picture of the way these churches are 
spending God’s money.

To right the wrong I believe you have done, 
you should print the budget of these churches 
mentioned. I believe the salaries of the 
pastors of these churches could be clearly 
determined as well as all other items of their 
budget, such as Cooperative Program, mis
sions, etc. Can the same be said of TBC 
department heads' salaries when the TBC 
budget is printed?

If Cooperative Program percentage giving 
is to be used in the way you used it, I believe 
the cause of Christ would be better served if 
every church went to a fixed dollar amount 
yearly in their budget.

Don’t get the wrong opinion that I don’t 
believe in supporting the Cooperative 
Program. All you need do to make that kind of 
judgement about me is check the amount 
Cedar Creek Baptist Church gives in 
comparison to my $175 salary.

Pete Roberts
Rt. 3, Box 200
Lebanon, TN 37087

I apologize to those who feel that my June 6 
column was unChristian and unfair. This 
certainly was not my intention. I will be glad 
to print a summary of the budgets of these 
churches, including the items you note, if the 
offended churches will send me this informa* 
tion.

Concerning the TBC salaries, it has been 
the policy of the Executive Board to share 
salary information with board members who— 
can provide this information with any 
interested Baptist. These 99 members are 
scattered throughout the state, so every Bap
tist is near someone who can share this infor
mation. The salary figures are not given to 
the “Baptist and Reflector” for publication, 
(editor)

Updating the KJV
Dear editor:

I take offence to Arthur Farstad’s stupid 
statement (May 23 issue) in which he said the 
King James Bible we have today has been 
updated three times, since he is involved with 
the New King James Bible being readied for 
June release.

He leaves the impression that our King 
James Bible we have today is the product of 
taking and adding words. Our King James 
Bible today is 95 percent Beza’s 5th edition 
(Greek text) and the other 5 percent 
Erasmus, Elzevil, and Colineaus Brothers 
Greek text.

The King James Bible we have today has 
gone through seven revisions, not three as he 
stated, but these revisions were true revisions 
in which words were changed only in the 
spelling. They have not taken out one word or 
added one word since the first printing in 1611.

I’ll give you an example of what they 
changed. They changed the spelling of words 
like passe, which we now spell pass; worlde 
(now spelled world) ; Matthewe (now spelled 
Matthew); philosophic (now philosophy), so 
you can see that this is true revision. But what 
the so-called scholars today are doing is 
satanic! They take out complete verses, and 

take out sometimes as many as 12 verses (the 
woman taken in adultery).

Every Bible in the English language today 
— except the King James Version - came 
from the Roman Catholic texts of Siaticus and 
Vaticanus — yes, the RSV, ASV, NASV, and 
all of them!

If I were a betting man, I would say this 
new Bible will have the following verses 
changed, so as to match the Catholic Bibles: 
Col. 1:14; James 5:16; Eph. 1:6; Rom. 1:18, 
8:1, 1:21; Mark 9: 46-48; and almost 5,000 
others in the New Testament alone! The 
reason we are not having as many baptisms is 
our people are being taught from Roman 
Catholic Bible in our seminaries.

Ronnie Powell
Rt. 11, Box 312
Pensacola, FL 32504

John 8:1-11 is included without comment or 
footnote in the New King James Bible. All the 
verses you indicated have experienced some 
revision, such as changing “dieth not” to 
“does not die” (Mark 9:46-48); “them which” 
to “those who" (Rom. 8:1); "faults” to 
“trespasses" (James 5:16); and deleting 
"even” in Col. 1:14. (editor)

| Personal !
j perspective |
A BY TOM MADDEN X 
Q TBC executive secretary Q

I am always grateful for the privilege of at
tending the Southern Baptist Convention. I 
want to thank Tennessee Baptists for making 
it possible to attend this year’s meeting in 
Houston. I came away from this year’s con
vention with one major conviction. Permit me 
to share the back
ground for it.

On Wednesday even
ing about 50.000 of us 
gathered in Houston’s 
Astrodome. Young 
people marched to the 
center of the arena 
carrying flags from all 
94 of the nations in 
which we have 
missionaries. They 
formed a giant cross 
with them. The cross was soon filled with 
1.100 of our more than 5,000 foreign mis
sionaries. The TV cameras were there, 
televising the service across the nations.

I recognized, I think, as never before our 
stewardship as Southern Baptists. There are 
as many of us as there are registered com
munists. We have the ability and expertise to 
spread the message around the world. God 
has given us the reserves to do so.

I do believe Tennessee Baptists are 
committed to sharing the gospel with the 
whole world.

My concern is about our commitment! If we 
are willing to make an unreserved commit
ment, using the vast reserves God has 
entrusted to us, we can win the world for 
Christ.

I appeal to our Tennessee Baptist family to 
recommit ourselves to this task.

BAPTIST AND REFLECTOR
brings you news first

HOUSTON—Messengers to the Southern 
Baptist Convention, meeting last week in 
Houston, elected 23 Tennesseans to serve on 
boards of agencies of the Southern Baptist 
Convention.

Named to serve on the SBC Executive Com
mittee until 1982 was Richard Patton, pastor 
of First Baptist Church, Portland, and until 
1983 Earl Wilson, pastor of City View Baptist 
Church, Knoxville.

Trevis R. Otey, pastor of First Baptist 
Church, Jackson, was re-elected to a four- 
year term on the Foreign Mission Board.

Murfreesboro’s First Baptist Church pastor 
Eugene Cotey was elected to a four-year term 
on the Home Mission Board.

Four were re-elected to four-year terms on 
the Baptist Sunday School Board. They in
cluded layman Roy J. Gilleland Jr., 
Nashville; Henry E. Love, layman of Mem
phis; and Delbert S. Nowell, Nashville 
layman; and Joe R. Stacker, pastor of Con
cord Baptist Church, Knoxville.

Lester L. Hall, pastor of Oakwood Baptist 
Church, Chattanooga, was re-elected to the 
Annuity Board, term expiring in 1983.

Memphis layman William B. Cockroft was 
re-elected to a five-year term on the board of 
Southern Baptist Theological Seminary.

Robert M. Jelks, layman, Paris, was 
elected as a new member on New Orleans 
Baptist Theological Seminary board. His 
term expires in 1984.

Two laymen were re-elected to the Steward

Baptist Faith, Message group 
faces new name, dissolvement

HOUSTON - The Baptist Faith and 
Message Fellowship may drop use of its 
controversial name, an executive of the con
servative religious organization revealed.

“We discussed in our board meeting 
whether to delete the phrase. Baptist Faith 
and Message Fellowship, and to operate 
under the Southern Baptist Journal. ” said Bill 
Powell, executive director of the organization 
and editor of the magazine. The meeting was 
closed to the public.

“Baptist Faith and Message Fellowship has 
become a whipping boy, a scapegoat,” he 
added. “Progress has been made and because

Carson-Newman hosts 
51st preachers' school

JEFFERSON CITY, - Carson-Newman 
College in Jefferson City will host the 51st an
nual East Tennessee Baptist Preachers’ 
School, June 25-29. The school is sponsored 
jointly by the Tennessee Baptist Convention 
through the Women's Missionary Union and 
Carson-Newman.

Registration for the school will begin at 1:00 
p.m., June 25, on the ground floor of Hender
son Humanities Building. The first session 
will be held that afternoon at 4:00.

Others who will be teaching are Allen B. 
Cornish, assistant to the president, Mercer 
University and professor of religious educa
tion; Malcolm O. Tolbert, pastor of the First 
Baptist Church, Gainesville, Ga.; Carolyn D. 
Blevins, instructor in religion, Carson- 
Newman and Dale Moody, Southern Baptist 
Theological Seminary.

Tolbert, a graduate of Louisiana College 
and New Orleans Baptist Theological 
Seminary, will teach on Ephesians. Mrs. 
Blevins will discuss ‘‘Facing Today’s 
Challenges as a Minister’s Wife.”

For further information on the 51st Annual 
East Tennessee Baptist Preachers’ School 
contact: J. Donald Mitchell, director of 
church relations and extension, Carson- 
Newman College.

ship Commission with terms expiring in 1983. 
They are William E. Crook, Nashville, and 
M.W. Egerton Jr., Knoxville.

Retired pastor Robert L. Orr of Dyersburg 
was elected to the American Seminary Com
mission with a term expiring in 1983. Also 
elected to serve on the commission was Hoff
man C. Harless, Nashville layman. His term 
expires in 1983.

A Germantown layman Jack Knox was re
elected as a member of the Brotherhood Com
mission for a four-year term.

Elected to serve on the Christian Life Com
mission for a four-year term were David 
George, pastor of Nashville’s Immanuel 
Baptist Church and Mrs. Robert M. Ayers, 
Sewanee.

Re-elected to serve on the Historical Com
mission were Mrs. C.W. Rich, W. Fred Ken
dall, and layman Don Whitehead, all of 
Nashville. Their terms expire in 1983.

Larry Taylor was elected as a new member 
on the Stewardship Commission for a four- 
year term. He is pastor of First Baptist 
Church, Jefferson City.

Named to serve as ex officio member on the 
Baptist Joint Committee on Public Affairs 
and the North American Baptist Fellowship 
was Harold C. Bennett, Nashville, new ex
ecutive secretary-treasurer, SBC Executive 
Committee.

Election of these members came when the 
messengers to the convention approved 
nominations from the SBC Committee on 
Boards.

of the progress, there seems to be no advan
tage in continuing with the name.”

BFMF has been described as an indepen
dent group dedicated to advocacy of Biblical 
inerrancy and seeking out of Southern Baptist 
liberals.

Harold Lindsell, president of the group and 
a former editor of the conservative 
evangelical magazine, Christianity Today, 
added: “The function of it (BFMF) has been 
to improve the situation in the Southern 
convention. As far as I am concerned, the 
executives of BFMF should give most 
serious consideration to the question whether 
or not the function for which they have been 
created has been fulfilled. 1 think that is a 
very good thing that should happen.”

He added: “It is my opinion that the founda
tion has been laid in such a way that the issues 
are clear so that it would not trouble me in the 
least if the BFMF went out of business.”

During an interview following a news con
ference for Lindsell, Powell said BFMF has 
been a “very small organization with between 
500 and 2,000 members.” M.O. Owens Jr. of 
Gastonia, N.C., said membership records are 
not kept because “the group is a fellowship.” 
Powell, however, said the group is supported 
by 50 to 125 churches, “some of which 
contribute more often than others.”

Owens, who is chairman of the board of 
BFMF, said that while BFMF “may have 
served the purpose, we still haven’t won the 
battle ... haven’t gained any ground. We have 
our foot in the door.”

In the news conference, Lindsell also said 
he was pleased with the election of Adrian 
Rogers of Memphis, as president of the 
Southern Baptist Convention and said many 
people have been questioning the role BFMF 
had in the election.

“Any role we (BFMF) may have played in 
the election of Adrian Rogers would have 
been tiny indeed. I do not think that I per
sonally, or for the organization, would want to 
claim we had a significant role in his elec
tion.”
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SBC Bold Mission Rally in Astrodome

GREETINGS—Hubert Smothers (left), 
president of Harrison-Chilhowee 
Baptist Academy, Seymour, chats 
with Billy Graham before last 
Wednesday night missions rally in 
Houston.

PRAYER—This meaningful moment of dedication came during the Bold Mission 
Rolly as these young people held hands, knelt, and prayed.

VICE-PRESIDENT—Douglas Watterson 
of Knoxville, SBC first-vice-president, 
participated in the Astrodome mis
sions rally.
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CUT NOW

COMMISSIONED—1,100 volunteers for mission service were commissioned at the 
Bold Mission Thrust Dedication Rally held last Wednesday night at the Astrodome 
in Houston. More than 50,000 Baptists attended the service.

MUSIC—Cliff Barrows of the Billy Graham team leads more than 50,000 Baptists 
in singing "Amazing Grace" during the Astrodome service.

RALLY—Billy Graham was the main 
speaker at the Bold Mission Rally in 
the Astrodome during last week's 
SBC.

SHUTTLE SHUFFLE—Many of the messengers made their way to The Summit for 
SBC sessions by parking at Rice Stadium and catching the 70 shuttle buses. Park
ing was not available during the day sessions at The Summit.

STAND-IN—Ira Perkins, director of 
missions in Big Hatchie Association, 
participated in the missionary dedica
tion service at the Astrodome, serv
ing as a stand-in for a mission 
volunteer already in service.
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Georgi Vins expresses hope People and
for Christians

The word of God is the absolute authority on 
all questions of life and ministry.

There must be absolute freedom of con
science.

There must be complete separation of the 
state and its activities and the activities of the 
church.

All people who belong to the church must 
have experienced the new birth.

Baptism is for all believers.
The local church must be completely 

autonomous.
These are principles which are dear to the 

heart of Russian Baptist pastor Georgi Vins. 
They have guided him since 1962 when he 
began preaching in the Reform Baptist 
Church in the Soviet Union and through eight 
years of imprisonment in Soviet camps and 
jails.

Vins related these principles to Baptists at 
the final session of the Southern Baptist Con
vention in Houston June 14. He also recalled 
times in the Soviet Union when he had 
preached and when he had suffered; a time 
when he wished for death; and times when he 
felt the power of God. He requested that all 
Christians in America continue to pray 
faithfully for imprisoned Baptist preachers in 
the Soviet Union.

Speaking through interpreter Peter 
Deyneka Jr., director of the Slovic Gospel 
Association in Wheaton, Ill., Vins said that he 
had just spoken with his family in New York 
City a few moments before he addressed the 
Southern Baptist Convention. He has not seen 
his wife and five children for five years, as he 
was released from prison and allowed to 
leave Russia just six weeks ago. His family, 
who was also given permission to leave 
Russia, was scheduled to arrive in the United 
States the night before he was to address the 
SBC, but Soviet officials detained them for 
unknown reasons. They were flown out the 
next day. Vins was reunited with them on Fri
day, June 14.

Vins called the release of his family “a 
marvel of God.” He then led a special prayer 
thanking God for His power and asking God’s 
blessings on his family “as they have just 
landed in this new country.”

Vins recalled that after Stalin came into 
power in 1929, thousands of pastors and Chris
tians were arrested and sent to prisons and 
slave camps. “From 1929 until 1940, 25,000 
Baptist preachers were arrested,” he said. 
Out of these, 22,000 died in prison.

Then Vins asked, “Who knows the story of 
the church since that time? Who has told it? 
Where can we read it? It is written in the 
blood of the martyrs who have served during 
the past 50 years.”

He requested fervent prayer for the present 
leader of the Reformed Baptist Church of 
Russia, Gennadi Kryuchkov, who has 
been in hiding from the government for 
several years.

Earlier in the day, at a press conference, 
the Russian pastor said that for Baptists in 
America to preserve freedom of conscience

ARRIVING—Mr. and Mrs. Paul 
Williams of Jackson head for the en
trance of The Summit for the conven
tion session.

in Russia

PLEADS FOR PRAYER—Georgi Vins, 
Russian Baptist pastor, pleads for 
Southern Baptists and other Chris
tians to pray for Baptists in Russia 
who are oppressed because of their 
faith.

they must continue to cultivate a genuine 
faith in Jesus Christ and a genuine love for 
Him and not emphasize religion only. He also 
urged Southern Baptists and all Christians to 
become more involved in prayer and action 
toward the establishment of religious 
freedom in the Soviet Union.

He emphasized that “there are two sides to 
the church in Russia.” “One side states there 
is religious freedom for Christians in Russia, 
and the other side tells of great persecution of 
Christians. The Soviet-controlled press and 
the authorities say there is full freedom in 
Russia,” but added that there are now about 
40 Baptists in prison for their beliefs.

Vins explained that if a church in Russia 
registers with the government, the registra
tion leads to direct intervention by the state, 
including the appointment of pastors.

Campbell to direct 
evangelism for NE

Robert W. Campbell, pastor of First Baptist 
Church, Rockwood, for nine years, has been 
named evangelism director for the New 
England Baptist Association, with offices in 
Northborough, Mass.

A native of Sharon, he is a graduate of 
Bethel College, McKenzie, and New Orleans 
Baptist Theological Seminary.

Other Tennessee pastorates have been 
Thompson Chapel Baptist Church, Pulaski; 
New Salem Baptist Church, Palmersville; 
Hopewell Baptist Church, Lavinia; 
Macedonia Baptist Church, Kenton; and First 
Baptist Church, Gleason. He was also pastor 
in Moulton, Ala., and Paducah, Ky.

Campbell is a member of the Executive 
Board of the Tennessee Baptist Convention.

Because of tie-in of the New England 
Baptist Association with the Southern Baptist 
Home Mission Board, Campbell and his wife, 
the former Ann Cooper of Rutherford, will be 
considered as missionaries by the HMB.J

Bill Sherman to chair
'80 Committee on Boards

Bill Sherman, pastor of Woodmont Baptist 
Church, Nashville, was elected as chairman 
of the Committee on Boards to report to the 
Southern Baptist Convention meeting in St. 
Louis, Mo., in 1980.

Serving along with Sherman will be Don 
Mirts, Knoxville layman, and 50 other pastors 
and laypersons.

Their election came upon the recommenda
tion of the Committee on Committees.

PEOPLE...
Raymond and Virgie May Fann celebrated 

their 50th wedding anniversary recently at 
Mt. Herman Baptist Church in Murfreesboro. 
The couple was greeted by approximately 200 
guests, including 14 grandchildren and three 
great-grandchildren.

Highland Baptist Church, Hohenwald, 
ordained Webb Runion as a deacon recently. 
Runion is 70 years of age. Jerry McDonal 
brought the charges, and Pastor Adonis Creel 
preached the ordination sermon.

Mr. and Mrs. A. M. Argo, members of First 
Baptist Church in Memphis, observed their 
67th wedding anniversary earlier this month. 
They were married on June 2,1912, and have 
been members of the Memphis congregation 
for 63 years. Earl Davis is their pastor.

Calvary Baptist Church in Greeneville 
ordained Travis Melton and Herbert Gray as 
deacons. The ordination sermon was 
delivered by Timothy Alexander, pastor of 
Second Baptist Church in Greeneville. James 
Harris, director of missions for Holston Bap
tist Association, gave the charge to the 
church. Wayland Fillers is pastor.

Pastor and Mrs. B.H. Harvey celebrated 
their 50th wedding anniversary recently. 
Harvey is serving as pastor of Holston Valley 
Baptist Church, in Abingdon, Va. The church 
is still a part of Holston Baptist Association in 
Tennessee.

Mrs. Archer Robertson, a member of In
glewood Baptist Church in Nashville, 
observed her 106th birthday on June 5. She 
resides in the East Villa Nursing Home in east 
Nashville. James D. Hopkins is pastor.

Calvary Baptist Church in Knoxville voted 
to license Jerry Page to the gospel ministry. 
Bob Burch is pastor.

Mr. and Mrs. Millis F. Mulkey, Chat
tanooga, celebrated their 50th wedding an
niversary and 50 years of membership in 
Brainerd Baptist Church recently. Winford L. 
Hendrix is pastor at Brainerd.

Byno Evans and Wayne Daniel were or
dained as deacons by First Baptist Church, 
Bemis. J. G. Wise, pastor of First Baptist 
Church, Trezevant, and uncle of one of the 
candidates, brought the charge to the church 
and to the deacons. Pat Kough is pastor.

A 50th wedding anniversary reception was 
held at Concord Baptist Church in Chat
tanooga for Mr. and Mrs. Virgil Edward 
Lindsay recently.

James Peak Jr., a recent graduate of 
Southern Baptist Theological Seminary, 
Louisville, Ky., is scheduled to be ordained to 
:he gospel ministry on Sunday, June 24, at 
Rosedale Baptist Church in Nashville. Peak 
served Rosedale church on one occasion as 
minister of music. A graduate of Belmont Col
lege in Nashville, he has been called as 
minister of youth and youth music at First 
Baptist Church in Richmond, Va., effective 
July 1.

LEADERSHIP...
Tom Rives, associate pastor at First Bap

tist Church in Hurst, Tex., has been called as 
youth and recreation director to Red Bank 
Baptist Church in Chattanooga, effective July 
15. Formerly, he served as minister of youth 
and recreation at Whitehaven Baptist Church 
in Memphis and minister of youth/activities 
of First Baptist Church, Cleveland, Tenn. He 
is a graduate of Memphis State University 
(Tenn.) and attended Southwestern Baptist 
Theological Seminary, Fort Worth, Tex. Fred 
Steelman is pastor at Red Bank.

Donald R. Lay, pastor of Morley Baptist

Churches . .
Church in Campbell County Association for 
nearly two years, resigned recently.

James Mangum, pastor of First Baptist 
Church in Benton, has resigned to accept the 
principalship of Calvary Baptist Church 
school in Cleveland.

First Baptist Church in Huntingdon called 
Kevin Hamilton as minister of music and 
youth. He assumed his duties this month. 
George Hill is pastor.

Cam Elliott, a senior at Union University in 
Jackson, was called as summer youth direc
tor by Natchez Trace Baptist Church, 
Camden. Jesse Brown is pastor there.

Prospect Baptist Church in Hollow Rock 
called Jimmy Garrett as minister of youth for 
the summer. Steve Atwood is pastor.

Dan McNeese, a student at Bryan College in 
Day ton, Tenn., was called as part-time youth 
director to Wolf Creek Baptist Church in 
Spring City. The church’s new pastor is Billy 
Jones.

Central Baptist Church in Johnson City 
called Mike Gilmore as minister of youth
education, effective June 16. Gilmore, a 
graduate of the University of Louisville (Ky.) 
and Southern Baptist Theological Seminary, 
has served as minister of youth in the 
Rockford Lane Baptist Church in that city. 
Additionally, he has experience in counseling 
and hospital ministry and was a consultant in 
several areas while in Kentucky. James Sor
rell is pastor at Central, Johnson City.

Billy Hinson resigned as minister of music 
at Clark Street Baptist Church in Johnson 
City in order to accept an assistant professor
ship in history at Mobile College (SBC) in 
Mobile, Ala. Dale Martin is pastor at Clark 
Street.

Northview Baptist Church, Memphis, 
called Gary Morgan as summer youth direc
tor. Morgan completed his first year as a stu
dent at Union University in Jackson. Lewis 
Ferrell is interim pastor at Northview.

Associations 
said needed
HOUSTON — That Southern Baptist step

child, the local association of churches, at last 
is beginning to feel like a real member of the 
family, directors of missions indicated at a 
two-day conference here.

With the growth of metroplexes and the 
spread of Baptist work into all 50 states, it’s 
the 1,197 associations that offer the key to con
tinued growth of the Southern Baptist 
Convention, directors of missions learned at 
their annual meeting.

These associations, through which local 
churches cooperate voluntarily for fellowship 
and joint projects, have been part of Baptist 
life in this country since the first one was 
founded in 1707 — more than a hundred years 
before the Southern Baptist Convention itself 
was formed.

On the subject of resurgence of associa
tions, James Nelson, the Southern Baptist 
Home Mission Board’s new director of 
associational missions, said: “The unprece
dented opportunities of the major 
metropolitan areas can stagger our minds if 
we look at them in isolation,” Nelson said. 
“However, the association can overcome 
that.”

He believes the 35,000 Southern Baptist 
churches have no choice but to band together 
more effectively in their local associations if 
they’re going to meet the challenge of the next 
two decades.

“Who can develop a strategy for Seattle, 
Los Angeles, Chicago, or Houston but the 
people who live there and who have heard 
God’s call to be on mission in these places?”
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Devotional

WMU urged: 'Go Quickly and Tell Victorious Living
By Eura Rich Lannom

HOUSTON — Baker James Cauthen, ex
ecutive director. Foreign Mission Board, 
Richmond, Va., speaking to the first session 
of Woman’s Missionary Union held June 10-11 
in Houston prior to the annual meeting of the 
SBC, praised the women for their program in 
mission education, their praying, and the way 
they have nurtured the mission volunteer as 
well as supporting the many missionaries.

“You can never explain the financial 
undergirding aside from the way you pray. If 
you ever leave off praying, you will cut the 
lifeline of the Lottie Moon and Annie 
Armstrong offerings, and the rest of the 
giving,” he warned. But if I know anything 
about WMU, you will never eliminate the 
weeks of prayer. It is the secret of the whole 
thing,” Cauthen said.

He reported that the first Lottie Moon offer
ing in 1888 was $3,315.26; the recent Lottie 
Moon offering totaled $35,919,605.40.

Two Tennesseans serving as home mis
sionaries and one Tennessean who served as a 
missionary nurse in Rhodesia, but now living 
in Nashville, were interviewed.

Della Joe Hamrick (Mrs. Aubrey), a native 
of Knoxville who attended Sevier Heights 
Baptist Church, Knoxville, which was 
organized in the home of her grandmother 
Mrs. Fowler Knight in the late 1930s told how 
she learned about missions as a Sunbeam, 
worked with Sunbeams, and heard mis
sionaries speak in her church. The Hamricks 
served in Albuquerque, N.M.

Babs Christy and her husband John serve 
as home missionaries in Vermillion, S.D. 
They are there because Dixie Lee Baptist 
Church, Lenoir City, Tenn., supports them 
mainly by paying their salary. Last July, they 
began their work in Vermillion, a town of 
about 10,000, where the majority are students 
and there was no Southern Baptist church.

Margaret Dunaway (Mrs. Archie) re
counted her experiences of a year ago. “June 
of last year Archie was slain when the 
guerillas grabbed him as he was on his way to 
pick me up at the hospital where I worked. 
Later when his body was found and I saw him, 
I saw Jesus in his face.” Dunaway, formerly 
a missionary nurse to Rhodesia said, “My 
greatest joy of witnessing was to an African 
mother with her new born baby.”

Porter Routh, who retires July 31 as ex
ecutive secretary-treasurer, SBC Executive 
Committee, read from Matthew 28 and told
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RE-ELECTED—At their meeting in Houston Woman's Missionary Union of the 
Southern Baptist Convention re-elected its officers: Mrs. Harrison Gregory, presi
dent (left), and Mrs. William Ellis, recording secretary (center). On the right is 
Carolyn Weatherford, WMU executive director.

the women that Jesus is saying to me and to 
you here in Houston today, “Take the resur
rection home with you.” He explained that the 
business of taking the resurrection “home 
with you” is the very heart of Bold Mission 
Thrust.

“Unless the power of the resurrection 
makes a difference in lifestyle, unless it 
makes a difference in the kind of TV pro
grams we watch and the time we spend with 
television, unless it makes a difference in an 
attitude toward our neighbor, and our con
cern for our neighbor, unless it makes a 
difference in the priorities we establish in our 
homes, then, and only then, will we develop 
the kind of urgency which confronted the 
early Christian women as reflected in your 
theme, Go Quickly and Tell!”

Mrs. A. Harrison Gregory of Danville, Va., 
in her president’s message on “Baptist 
Women in the Church,” reminded her at- 
tenders that WMU has a wide open door.

“We must be sure that we do not appear to 
be what we are not. The life of Christ sets the 
standard by which we move in the world. We 
are the activists in fulfilling God’s plan. We 
must run with joy. In the abundance of 
woman power, we move, not in retreat, but in 
advance proud and tall that God created 
woman. God gave women gifts, and we must 
use them to spread the message of repentance 
and forgiveness of sins.”

Mrs. Gregory was elected as president and 
Mrs. William Ellis of Shelbyville, Ky., was 
elected recording secretary for their fifth one- 
year terms. State WMU presidents serve as 
vice-presidents, and Mrs. Claude Jennings, 
Lebanon, holds this position in Tennessee.

The executive director of WMU, Carolyn 
Weatherford, in her annual report empha
sized that WMU is a mission strategy.
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“We are more than an organization, and we 
need to remind ourselves that we do not exist 
simply to maintain the machinery of an 
organization. As a mission strategy, we have 
funnelled the information from the Home and 
Foreign Missions Boards to the people in the 
churches. We try to keep women and girls 
abreast of mission personnel needs. We have 
involved countless women and girls in direct 
missions through mission action and personal 
witnessing in their own communities,” 
Weatherford said.

Charles Bryan, secretary for Middle 
America and the Carribbean, Foreign Mis
sion Board, Richmond, described how God 
was making it possible for the missionaries to 
cross political, tribal, physical, and social 
boundaries to meet the needs of the people, 
and turn the minds and hearts of the world to 
God.”

Speaking at the closing session of WMU 
Monday night, Jimm^ Allen, SBC president of 
San Antonio, Texas, urged the members of 
WMU to unite in prayer now so that divisions 
which threaten our denomination will not 
splinter the largest evangelical group in the 
nation. Allen spoke of the possible problems 
that will confront the Southern Baptists Con
vention over the Biblical inerrancy.

“Satan would like to stop the opportunity 
that God has given to us as we attempt to 
share the gospel with the entire world by A.D. 
2000. God has given us a privilege, and I urge 
each of you to pray that we will not abandon 
the moment that He has given us. We must 
not be tempted to division, anger, and become 
riled up in the emotions of the hour,” Allen 
concluded.

Six Tennesseans serve
on Committees at SBC

Six Tennesseans served on committees 
during last week’s Southern Baptist Conven
tion in Houston.

Earl Davis, pastor of First Church, 
Memphis, and Andrew Edmondson a Ten
nessee layman were on the Committee on 
Committees. This group made nominations 
for SBC standing and special committees.

Wade Darby, Brentwood, and James L. 
Cox, Paris layman, held positions on the 
Committee on Boards which brought nomina
tions to the convention for vacancies on 
various boards of SBC agencies.

Darby also served on the Tellers Commit
tee along with Max Caldwell and John Lee 
Taylor from Tennessee.

(Luke 5:17) 
By F. Murray Mathis

Disappointed and fatigued, a small group of 
fishermen were washing their nets after a 
night of labor and toil on the lake. They had 
worked in vain. They had caught nothing at 
all.

A group of people had gathered on the 
lake’s edge very near 
the fishermen and 
Jesus was with them. 
He entered a boat and 
asked Simon, the 
owner, to push out into 
the lake away from the 
land. Using the boat 
for a pulpit, Jesus 
taught the people. No 
doubt, this is another 
occasion when Jesus 
taught concerning the Mathis

Kingdom of God. The Bible does not tell us 
what He said or taught, but there are lessons 
to be learned from the event. After Christ 
finished speaking, He instructed Simon to 
launch out into the deep water and let his nets 
down for a great catch.

Simon answered, “we have toiled all the 
night, and have taken nothing.” The 
customary time for these men to fish was at 
night and in shallow water. Now Jesus was 
telling them to let their nets down in deep 
water in the brightness of the day. Simon con
tinued, “nevertheless, at Thy word I will let 
down the net.”

Christ spoke and Simon had faith in His in
struction and obeyed, “and when they had 
this done, they enclosed a great multitude of 
fish.”

Much of the time we are living our lives in 
the shallow areas of God's blessings. He 
wants us to live victorious and fruitful lives.

He has given us His word of instruction and 
encouragement to attempt greater things, to 
launch our lives into the deeper areas of liv
ing. Go ye..... and, lo, I am with you always, 
even unto the end of the world. (Matt.
28:19-20)

Faith in God’s word and obedience to His 
word brings victorious life.

There are areas of living into which you feel 
God calling you. Have faith in His call. Obey 
Him. There are unbelievable victories 
awaiting. God will reward faith and 
obedience.

Mathis is pastor of Third Baptist Church, 
Murfreesboro.

FINAL REPORT—Porter Routh, who 
will retire in July as executive 
secretary of the SBC Executive Com
mittee, presents his 28th and last 
report to the Southern Baptist Con
vention.
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Pastors' Conference reviews four themes
By Bobbie Durham

HOUSTON — The 1979 Southern Baptist 
Convention Pastors’ Conference last week 
was a book with four chapters and one 
message. The chapters focused on Satan at 
work in the SBC, what constitutes a 
successful pastor, faithfulness to the true 
message, and the state of the nation and 
Southern Baptists. The message which 
threaded its way throughout the four sessions 
was that Southern Baptists must decide, as a 
denomination, what it believes about the 
Bible.

Chapter one, the opening session, was 
pleached with warnings about worship of the 
denomination and attacks on college and 
seminary professors who are not remaining 
true to what the speakers called a belief in an 
inerrant and infallible Bible.

One Tennessean was on the program. 
Adrian Rogers, pastor of Bellevue Baptist 
Church in Memphis, said that he, personally, 
was not going to cower down about his beliefs. 
“I am not going to let somebody shut me up. It 
is high time we stood up for what we believe. 
It is time we stopped trying to save our 
ministry, our reputation, and our organiza
tions. We have to give our testimony even to 
the devil.”

The Memphis pastor’s message focused on 
the devil as “The Great Deceiver.” He said 

, that Satan tries to discredit God’s lavish pro
vision, deny God’s lawful punishment, and 
distort God’s loving purpose, but he pointed 
out that the Book of Revelation is Satan’s 
defeat through Calvary, confession, and 
commitment.

Emphasizing that Satan would rather have 
a person believe a wrong thing than do a 
wrong thing, he said that he had been reading 
in Baptist publications that Baptists should 

i forget orthodoxy and go on with evangelism. 
“That is ridiculous. You cannot have an 
evangelistic church without Biblical 

| orthodoxy,” Rogers shouted.
Following Rogers’ message, W.A. Criswell, 

pastor of First Baptist Church in Dallas, Tex., 
endorsed him for president of the Southern 

■ Baptist Convention. “We will have a big time 
here,” he stated, “if for no other reason than 
to elect Adrian Rogers as president.” Rogers 
was elected president Tuesday afternoon.

In Criswell’s message on “The Blood of the 
Cross,” the Dallas pastor charged Southern 
Baptists to give the world the message of the 
cross which is hope, life, and victory. “We are 
living in a world that denies the meaning of 
the cross and they speak their word rudely, 
bluntly, and boldly,” he accused.

Homer Lindsay Jr., president of the 1979 
Pastors’ Conference, introduced the final 
speaker at the opening session, James 
Robison, as “the prophet for this day and 
age.”

Basing his comments on “Satan’s Subtle 
Attacks,” the evangelist said, “Since I am 

। speaking on Satan and his work, I think I will 
begin with Southern Baptists.”

After thanking those Southern Baptists who 
“taught me to trust Jesus only” and to pledge 
allegiance only to God and Christ, Robison 
said that Southern Baptists are in a battle 
“and that battle is with Satan,” he shouted.

He emphasized that Satan attacks the 
f saints, the church, and the nations, and that 

he also attacks denominations and Southern 
Baptists. Expressing belief that the devil’s 
major attack is on the Word of God, the 
evangelist said that when the devil wants to 
attack a denomination, he begins by attack
ing those who are teaching others: those 
professors of Baptist colleges and seminaries 
who are sowing seeds of doubt and intellec
tual skepticism. Calling educators and 
liberals who cast doubt on the Word of God 
“wolves in sheep’s clothing,” Robison added 
that they are “worse than a cancer and worse 
than a snake.”

“It is imperative at this point that we elect 
a president who believes that the Bible is the 
inerrant, infallible Word of God and is com
mitted to the removal of any teacher or any 
educator who does not believe that the Bible is 
the infallible, inerrant Word of God. I believe 
that this may be the most important Southern

PASTORS' OFFICERS—The SBC Pastors' Conference elected these new officers for 
their 1980 meeting: (from left) James Miller, secretary-treasurer; James Draper, 
president; and Larry Lewis, vice-president.

Baptist convention in history,” he said.
The second chapter of the Pastors’ Con

ference, held on Monday morning, dealt with 
what constitutes a successful pastor.

James Ponder, director of evangelism for 
the Florida Baptist Convention, said that 
most preachers and denominational leaders 
who become cold and lose their freshness 
have not been watching their personal Bible 
study, their prayer time, their time alone with 
God, and their witness for the Lord.

In order for a preacher to be happy, he must 
have a sense of direction, understanding, 
courage, charity, esteem, self confidence, 
and spirit, Ralph Stone, North Jacksonville 
Baptist Church, Jacksonville, Fla. said.

Richard Jackson, pastor of North Phoenix 
Baptist Church, Phoenix, Ariz., said that God 
appoints a man not because the man is 
perfect, but because he is perfect for the task 
God has for him to do.

Former Tennessee pastor Jim Henry, First 
Baptist Church, Orlando, Fla., urged pastors 
to be shepherds in their churches and to be 
strong leaders.

Monday afternoon messages called for 
faithfulness to the true message and an active 
commitment to that message. Speakers in
cluded Bobby Welch, First Baptist Church,

Yesterday’s Who's Who.
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Daytona Beach, Fla.; William H. Ricketts, 
Prince Avenue Baptist Church, Athens, Ga.; 
Clark Hutchinson, Eastside Baptist Church, 
Marietta. Ga.; and Eddie Martin, evangelist 
from Lancaster, Pa.

Martin chastised the Baptists for failing to 
spread the gospel. “I have never seen so little 
personal witnessing as I am seeing in 
Southern Baptist life recently,” he said.

The closing session of the conference cen
tralized on the state of the nation and the state 
of Southern Baptists.

Charles Stanley, pastor of First Baptist 
Church in Atlanta, Ga., received an extended 
standing ovation following his message on 
“Stand Up America.”

“America is going down the road to 
socialism just as fast as they can take us 
there,” he charged.

He cited the basic contributing factor in the 
decline of the American republic as another

For Sale
2 Buses, good condition, 1960 GMC, 1964 
Ford. Baptistry, excellent condition, 
fiberglass with heater, 7 ft. long, 4% ft. 
wide, 4% ft. deep. Georgian Hills Baptist 
Church, 3759 North Watkins, Memphis, TN 
38127. Phone 901-357-5333.

REVELL’S DICTIONARY OF BIBLE PEOPLE, by J. Stafford 
Wright, will introduce you to 400 key personalities of both the Old and 
New Testaments—a virtual “Who’s Who” of the Bible.

In a departure from the usual Bible dictionary approach, each 
character is detailed in-depth, which transforms them from shadowy 
figures into real people with a message for today.

If you want to gain a richer understanding of the key people and 
events of the Bible, here's one book you can’t be without.

$7.95 (Hardcover)
fTJ FLEMING H. KSSSlSHHHii
KOI REVELL COMPANY H

BAPTIST 
kBOOK ^STORES 
wTh

Visit your Baptist Book Store 
or order from the Baptist Book Store 
or Mail Order Center serving you. 

religion called humanism. He said that 
humanism was manifested through greed and 
through a denial of the lordship of Jesus 
Christ and the diety of God. “We aren’t just 
drifting toward socialism,” he charged. “We 
are being led there.” He also said that the 
reason communism exists today is because 
America finances it.

Suggesting ways that Baptist laypersons 
and pastors could save the republican form of 
government, Stanley said Baptists must rear
range priorities, become involved in govern
ment, and proclaim more fervently the gospel 
of Christ.

He concluded his message by suggesting 
that Southern Baptists may be the last 
bulwark against socialism. But he warned, 
“Pastors better stop criticizing each other 
and start agreeing on what the Bible is. 
Unless we agree on the first issue, we better 
forget it,” he claimed. He said that socialism 
flourishes best against the background of a 
liberal theology.

The pastors also heard messages by Jerry 
Vines, pastor of Dauphin Way Baptist Church 
in Mobile, Ala., and Jimmy Jackson, pastor of 
Whitesburg Baptist Church, Huntsville, Ala.

The pastors elected Jimmy Draper, pastor 
of First Baptist Church in Euless, Tex., as 
their president for the coming year. Draper, a 
native of Arkansas, is a graduate of Baylor 
University in Waco, Tex. and Southwestern 
Baptist Theological Seminary, Fort Worth. 
He serves as a trustee for Baylor and also for 
the Annuity Board of the SBC. Also nominated 
was Frank Pollard, pastor of First Baptist 
Church in Jackson, Miss.

The conference’s new vice-president is 
Larry Lewis, pastor of Tower Grove Baptist 
Church in St. Louis, Mo.; and the secretary
treasurer is James Miller, pastor of Ridglea 
West Baptist Church in Fort Worth.

Westover Baptist Church 
Jackson, Tennessee

will celebrate Its 50th Anniversary 
July 9,1979 from 9:45 A.M. to 3 P.M.

Dr. Curtis Vaughan, Southwestern 
Seminary, Fort Worth, Texas, will 
be the speaker at the 11 A.M. ser
vice. All former members are in
vited. (Adv.)
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MISSIONS EDUCATION—Hyran Barefoot (second from left), dean at Union 
University, Jackson, discusses rationale for missions during one of the interest 
groups at the National Conference on Bold Christian Education and Bold Missions. 
The convener for this group was Cordell Maddox (end of the table), president of 
Carson-Newman College, Jefferson City.

UNIFORM SERIES
Lesson for Sunday, June 24

Solomon's request for wisdom
By Ben Curtis 

professor, religion department 
Belmont College, Nashville

Baptist colleges challenged 
to commitment to missions

By Dan Martin
GALVESTON, Texas (BP)—Baptist col

leges have been challenged to instill a new 
worldview and mission involvement among 
students, faculty, and supporters.

Appeals for such a revamping were 
sounded during the National Conference on 
Bold Christian Education and Bold Missions, 
held here under the sponsorship of the 
Southern Baptist Education Commission.

For three days, more than 300 persons— 
educators, theologians, missions personnel, 
laypeople—discussed the implications of 
education and missions in a religiously 
pluralistic world.

“What we have attempted to do in this con
ference is make college administration and 
faculty more sensitive to the historical mis
sion of the institutions and to communicate to 
the agencies (of the convention) that there is 
no rivalry between a missions emphasis and 
educational interests/’ said Arthur L. Walker 
Jr., executive director-treasurer of the com
mission.

For three days, the participants heard ad
dresses by educators, theologians, missions 
strategists, and spokesmen from the Third 
World, pointing out that missions, education, 
and a new view of the religiously pluralistic 
world is essential if Southern Baptists are to 
minister and evangelize in the last fifth of the 
Twentieth Century.

One of the highlights of the meeting was a 
session in which educators, theologians, and 
representatives of Southern Baptist agencies 
discussed the implications of bold education 
and bold missions.

Topics ranged from factors in the contem
porary world which influence missions and 
education to ways of fostering missionary 
spirit on college campuses to how Baptist 
schools can help in focusing attention on 
critical issues in world missions.

Mission strategist Gerald H. Anderson of 
Ventor, N.J., said: “Christians have no time 
to take up our cross and relax in a world with 
eleven times as many non-Christians as when 
Jesus Christ preached the Sermon on the 
Mount.”

He added that Christians of North America 
have much to learn from Christians of other 
nations who have survived and maintained 
Christian witness through lifetimes of 
authoritarian government and religious 
pluralism.
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Participatns also heard an address from 
Orlando E. Costas, an internationally known 
Third World author and educator, who 
warned Southern Baptists and other “First 
World” Christians that they should listen to 
believers who have “lived and witnessed in 
lands of the oppressed and persecuted.” He 
said they should try to understand the 
religious and cultural traditions of Third 
World Christians.

Jesse Fletcher, presdent of Hardin- 
Simmons University, said a Baptist college’s 
priority should be on its output of students 
with a world awareness, rather than on the in
put of recruitment and resources.

Fletcher asked, “What kind of church 
members will our students become? Do they 
come into our churches with a world view of 
missions involvement?”

He said that Baptist colleges are facing two 
tensions which relate to mission awareness: 
the priority of output or input, and the em
phasis on curriculum or context.

“Maybe more than anything else we can 
develop a philosophy of history which reveals 
God through Jesus Christ is active in our 
world,” the college president stated.

Another missiologist, Hugo Culpepper of 
Southern Baptist Theological Seminary, told 
participants that “most people in our 
churches do not take missions seriously. A 
church is not regarded as being a mission 
agency, involving all of its members in the 
world of missions.”

He said three factors make missions go 
awry: “First is making missions less than our 
reason for being, both as individuals and as 
the church. Second is doing missions with un
worthy motives and mistaken goals and ob
jectives. Third is falling under a spirit of 
triumphalism or arrogant pride.”

He added: “Missions is not understood as 
the reason for being by the whole body of 
Christ. If it were accepted as such, there 
would be a profound transformation in the 
pattern of congregational life, of ministry and 
of Christian action in the world.”

A fervent appeal to repair “a great divide 
between missions and education” which has 
produced “priests and scribes,” was sounded 
by R. Kirby Godsey, the newest president of a 
major Baptist university.

Godsey, who was elected president of 
Mercer University two days before, said: 
“The vitality of missions is closley linked with 
the competence of our educational perspec
tive. The two cannot remain foreign ter
ritories...education is the foundation of mis
sions; missions is the destiny of education. 
Without education, mission remains empty; 
without missions, education remains blind.”

He concluded with the affirmation that 
unless missions and higher education “can 
walk together, neither of us has anywhere to 
go.”

Basic Passage: I Kings 3:3-28; 4:29-34
Focal Passage: I Kings 3:3-14

Solomon, King of Israel from 961-922 B.C., 
gained a reputation for wisdom. Indeed, the 
Hebrew tradition boasts that he was the 
wisest man of his time: “men of all races 
came to listen to the wisdom of Solomon, and 
from all the kings of the earth who had 
heard of his wisdom he 
received gifts” (I _
Kings 4:34 NEB).

Solomon was the son 
of David and 
Bathsheba, and he 
came to the throne 
through some hasty in- 
trigue plotted by 
Bathsheba and Nathan 
the prophet, in the face &
of another son, 
Adonijah. claiming Curtis
kingship.
The writer, however, (I Kings 3:6-9) sees 
Solomon’s ascension due to the hand of God. 
There is a lesson here: the providence of God 
operates through the freedom of man, in
cluding his lesser motives, and often we can 
look back with the eye of faith and claim the 
directing hand of God. whereas a more 
cynical view may see only the grasping of am
bitious human wills.

Solomon was anointed king while relatively 
young. Awed by the responsibilities of the of
fice. he prayed for the gift of wisdom, as 
recalled with drama by the Deuteronomic 
historian: “give thy servant, therefore, a 
heart with skill to listen, so that he may 
govern thy people justly and distinguish good 
from evil” (I Kings 3:9, NEB).

A literal translation of this request is a 
“hearing heart,” carrying the connotation of 
hearing and obeying. In Hebrew thought, the 
heart was not simply the seat of intellect but 
also the inner core of a man’s being. Solomon 
gave evidence of a desire to be completely 
obedient to the will of God. Solomon asked 
discernment in administering justice 
(mishpat), in this case signifying judgment 
by precedent. Inasmuch as possible. Solomon 
wanted to honor the customs of his people.

However, as the story of the mothers and 
dead child soon showed (I Kings 3:16-28), 
Solomon did not have the luxury of simply 
citing precedent. He would have to deal 
creatively and redemptively with dilemmas 
not covered by the writ of tradition. As Chris
tian people concerned with a truly ethical 
response to the thorny dilemmas of life 
(Capital punishment, euthanasia, energy 
crisis, sexist stereotypes), we do not always 
have a clear path to follow. Sometimes the 
best we can do is to allow ourselves to be 
taught by the concrete situation, to draw upon 
our experience, and to intuitively follow the 
large principles of the gospel.

Solomon is not only linked with wisdom. He 
is linked with the writing of “wisdom 
literature.” Let me pause for some defini
tions.

In the Old Testament, three writings are 
classified as wisdom literature: Proverbs, 
Ecclesiastes, Job. Traditionally, Solomon has 
been associated with Proverbs and Ec
clesiastes. Wisdom literature yielded a slant 
on life familiar to the ancient Near East and 
Israel picked up on its concerns. Wisdom 
literature could be divided into two 
categories, prudential and reflective. Pruden
tial wisdom was concerned with practical ad
vice on how to succeed in everyday life, such 
as “go to the ant, 0 sluggard, consider her 
ways and be wise” (Proverbs 6:6, RSV). 
Reflective wisdom was concerned with the 
anguish about the meaning of life, particular
ly in the face of suffering and death, as cap
tured in Job and Ecclesiastes.

By the time of Jeremiah, an entire class of 
“the wise” had grown up to join priests and 
prophets as men who could offer a word from 

God to men: “there will still be priests to 
guide us. still wisemen to advise, still pro
phets to proclaim the word” (Jeremiah 18:18 
NEB).

A priest would gain access to divine revela
tion by casting sacred lots, and prophet by 
having a vision or dream, but the wise gained 
divine revelation by careful observation of 
the ways of men. The wise were like 
counselors who accumulate clinical wisdom 
through sensitive observation. The particular 
Israelite contribution to wisdom literature 
can be summarized in the well-known saying, 
“the fear of Yahweh is the beginning of 
wisdom” (Proverbs 9:10, RSV).

In other words, for Israel it was not enough 
to do an empirical study of life. That study 
had to be accompanied by the belief that the 
breath of Yahweh sustained every human 
movement and in the face of the sovereignty 
of the Holy One. we are dust-and-ashes. That 
kind of fear of the Lord is a sober reminder of 
our creaturelv status, that we are neither self- 
sufficient nor superior to our brothers and 
sisters.

One of the courses I teach at Belmont is an 
introduction to philosophy. Philosophy 
literally means “love of wisdom.” The 
Greeks made at least two big contributions to 
the quest of wisdom.

One, by formulating the law of “pathei 
mathos” which taught that wisdom comes 
only by suffering. Surely, the Biblical tradi
tion underscores this with the theme none of 
us can return to the Garden of Eden. We do 
not have the privilege of remaining in in
nocence. We have to grow up with the hard 
knocks of failure and disappointment, but 
those very tough lessons can deepen us 
through suffering.

Two, the Greeks loved the example of 
Socrates who was proclaimed by the Oracle of 
Delphi as the wisest man in the world. 
Socrates himself was puzzled by this, but as 
he examined his peers in Athens he saw that 
his wisdom consisted in this: he did not claim 
to know everything.

Jesus said that children are models of the 
kingdom, and we know that children are 
always open to learning something new. Sure
ly. Solomon is not the only heir to spiritual 
wisdom, if we can open- ourselves to being 
taught by God out of the newness and struggle 
of our experiences.

Historical agency 
publishes series

NASHVILLE—Three denominational 
leaders in Tennessee wrote three of the pam
phlets in the new Baptist Heritage Series of 10 
pamphlets recently released by the SBC 
Historical Commission.

Lynn E. May Jr., executive director of the 
Historical Commission, wrote “The Baptist 
Story.”

Robert A. Brown, design editor in the 
children’s section of the church training 
department of the Sunday School Board, 
prepared “The Baptist Story for Children.”

James L. Sullivan, retired president of the 
Sunday School Board, wrote “How Southern 
Baptists Work Together.”

Other pamphlets in the series include: 
“Baptist Beginnings,” “Southern Baptist 
Beginnings,” ‘‘Southern Baptists 
Nationwide,” “Baptists Affirm Their Faith,” 
“Baptists and World Missions,” “Baptists 
and Religious Liberty,” and “Crises in Bap
tist Life.”

Available in a set from the Historical Com
mission, 127 9th Ave. North, Nashville, Tenn. 
37234, the series is priced at $1.00 plus postage 
and handling. Quantity discount prices are 
available.
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LIFE AND WORK SERIES
Lesson for Sunday, June 24

Love and judgment
By Jack May, pastor 

Broadmoor Baptist Church, Memphis

Basic Passage: Hosea 5:15 to 6:3; 11:1-4; 14:1-7
Focal Passages: Hosea 5:15 to 6:3; 11:1-4; 14:4, 7

Every man on planet earth will meet God in 
love or judgment. At 15, he lay in the funeral 
home chapel. Family and friends mourned 
his passing. At the gravesite, near hysteria 
came because he was not a believer. At 6, he 
slipped from his life to be with Jesus. As 
his parents gathered 
his things and bid him 
farewell, peace and 
calm prevailed. What 
made the difference? 
It was a matter of 
perspective. God was 
available to both 
families. One ap
proached Him with 
closed hearts, and a 15 
year old boy met God
in judgment. The Ma*
other approached Him in willing obedience, 
and a 6 year old met God in love.
The choice is yours! If you wish to meet God 
in love, you must come through Jesus. If you 
meet Him judgment, you must reject Jesus.

★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★ 
* * 
♦ Citizen s Corner ♦

By Jerry M. Self 
Public affairs and Christian life 

consultant
The heart of our religious experience is con

viction. This conviction can be heard in
Joshua’s “Choose this day ... as for me and 
my house, we will serve God!” Or Peter’s 
“We must obey God rather than men.”

On the other hand, 
genius of politics. 
Politics is the “art of 
the possible.” “To get 
along, go along,” 
advised Sam Rayburn. 
Political compromise 
is a lubricant for 
society which enables 
a community to pro
gress by reducing fric
tions between people 
who want slightly dif
ferent environments.

compromise is the

Self

Does this mean people with convictions 
should stay out of politics? Certainly not. One 
of the more serious of our current crises is the 
prevalence of moral relativism. Too many 
among us have no convictions about anything. 
“Whatever turns you on” is not an 
appropriate national motto.

But, someone will object, a person of con
victions cannot compromise. Conviction and 
compromise are natural enemies, they argue. 
Surely that cannot be true. All conviction and 
no compromise makes for a rigid, brittle 
personality.

Growing things like trees and people can 
both be rooted in solid ground and can bend 
with the wind’s pressure.

To survive in the political world one needs 
the twin wisdoms of knowing what is right and 
what will work. Conscience sets the goals for 
us while the art of flexibility helps us find 
lesser, intermediate solutions. Conscience 
prods us against selling out at a low level. The 
ability to bend protects against becoming 
discouraged in the face of difficulty.

What is best in the end and what will work 
now may be quite different — yet they are not 
always enemies.

FIBER GLASS BAPTISTRIES
Repair Old and Build New 

Call 373-0710 or Write 
ASHBAUGH FIBER GLASS 

P.O. Box 22894, Nashville, Tenn. 37202

This is the final study in the series on 
“Messages from God to a Sinful Society.” 
This final study on Hosea will deal with 
passages from several sections. They show 
God’s constant concern for His people. They 
reveal most clearly that judgment is never 
God’s final word to a nation or an individual. 
A call to repentence: (Hosea 5:15-6:3) 
A farmer helped a neighbor free his wagon 
from a large mud hole. The neighbor was 
overjoyed. “If you are ever stuck, I will try to 
free you. If I cannot, I will get on the wagon 
and sit with you.”

God had identified with His people in 
military turmoil, in captivity, amid political 
chaos, and in periods of famine. His presence 
was an offer of help.

The call to repentance is ever an offer to 
help. Judgment is never pronounced without 
an offer to repent. The prophet did all he 
could, he urged them to come, then taught 
them a prayer of repentance. The call is ever 
the same. Since a lack of knowledge is the 
source of sin, the call is to know Him as 
master, and this is God’s call to repentance 
till He comes.
An assurance of love: (Hosea 11:1-4)

Scholars universally recognize chapter 11 
as a beautiful poem concerning God’s love. 
There are six characteristics given of God’s 
love:

Electing (verse 1); Discipling (verses 2-4); 
Chastising (verses 5-7); Agonizing (verse 8); 
Deciding (verse 9); and Triumphing (verses 
10-11).

In every message of judgment, there is 
always an assurance of love. As the song 
writer expressed it:
“He looked beyond my fault and saw my 

needs!”
A note to hope: (Hosea 14:4, 7)

An invitation to return and the glorious 
results thereof (14:1-8) conclude Hosea’s final 
message to the people. Many times the 
returning is not easy. Corn must die, vines 
must be pruned, grapes must be crushed 
before the wine is available; but God can 
make us pure no other way. Praise God, there 
is hope that one will meet God in love rather 
than in judgment. This hope ultimately lies in 
Jesus Christ our Lord. But this hope is 
realized only as one is willing to lose himself 
in Jesus. It is the writer’s prayer that all who 
read these words will meet God in love!
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Disaster relief vans feed 
5,000 during SBC lunch

HOUSTON — Although plagued by mild 
disasters of their own, four Brotherhood 
disaster relief teams fed lunch to almost 5,000 
Southern Baptist Convention messengers in 
65 minutes as The Summit.

The Brotherhood Commission and state 
Baptist Men’s groups from Texas, Oklahoma, 
Mississippi, and Louisiana prepared a typical 
disaster relief meal in well-equipped disaster 
relief vans and served it at the close of the 
Tuesday morning session.

No charge was made for the $1.49 lunch, but 
messengers were asked to contribute a love 
offering with the amount beyond expenses 
going to world relief.

The messengers gave $6,000.49, an average 
of $1.21 per meal served. The commission 
agreed in advance to fund any deficit.

Messengers, who lined the sidewalks, 
street, and the multi-level parking garage 
across the street while eating, seemed 
pleased with the beef stew, green beans, 
peach, cracker, cookie, and tea. Responses 
were positive: “Delightful! Excellent! Tasty! 
Anybody could survive on that. Delicious! 
Sure beats standing in line at a restaurant.”

Besides supplying food services in an area 
where eating facilities are limited, the 
Baptist Men’s groups set up their vans to 
publicize the disaster programs sponsored in 
33 state Baptist conventions.

In addition to the food service, the vehicles 
— converted 18-wheel moving vans — contain 
sleeping quarters for a six-man crew, first aid 
equipment, medical treatment room, clean 
up tools, water, electrical generators, and 
communication equipment.

Other vans and crews have gone into areas 
where tornadoes, floods, hurricanes, and ice 
storms have left people homeless and in need.

“This is more fun and I get more satisfac
tion out of this than from anything I do,” said 
Elmo Bounds, a Mississippi grocer. “Seeing 
the look in the eyes of tired, cold, hungry 
people is worth all the hard work I do.”

Bounds, like the other 30 men participating 
in the one-day lunch service, used his vaca
tion to serve the messengers. The men, 
displaying a cooperative, fun-loving attitude 
throughout the meal preparation, seemed

Wliai our bulletin service 
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LUNCH—Jim Sparks, Baptist student 
director at Vanderbilt University, 
Nashville, accepts lunch offered by 
the disaster vans at last week's SBC.

proud of the outcome of their efforts.
Small disasters threatened but did not 

hamper the food service. Original plans 
which included blocking off the street for the 
lunch were shelved when relief workers 
learned the street wasn’t private.

And trash dumpsters the men ordered did 
not arrive, but they borrowed a truck from a 
nearbly construction site.

Finally, only 28 of the 78 cases of stew 
ordered arrived, and cooks had to go into the 
supply stored on the vans for emergencies.

CHURCH FURNITURE
From Factory to Church 

RAINSVILLE CHURCH PEW
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Baptist Bulletin Service 
MSN 110
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Joyce Rogers sees her
By Dan Martin

HOUSTON — “Maybe the best thing I could 
do is sit by his side and be supportive,” Mrs. 
Adrian Rogers said after her husband and 
pastor of Bellevue Baptist Church at 
Memphis was elected president of the 
13.2-million member denomination.

Mrs. Rogers, an attractive woman with 
hazel eyes hidden behind large blue-framed 
glasses, told reporters both she and her 
husband “have gotten overwhelmed” by 
Rogers’ election on the first ballot.

Mrs. Rogers, the former Joyce Gentry of 
West Palm Beach, Fla., described herself as 
a person who has set priorities on being a wife 
and a homemaker, a role she urges for 
married women.

“I believed in the traditional role of male 
leadership, but do not believe women are 
inferior. Adrian doesn’t believe that I am 
inferior. He has designated lots of respon
sibility to me. I make many decisions because
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of the responsibility he has delegated to me,” 
she said.

She said she has not traveled extensively 
with Rogers, believing instead that her role is 
to be at home with their four children. 
“Perhaps, I will be able to travel more with 
him now,” she added.

The Rogers have four children, two boys 
and two girls. Their ages range from 17 to 25.

Mrs. Rogers becomes animated when she 
talks about the role of women.

“I suppose if I had a chance to speak, it 
would be to show the error of what the 
feminists and the Biblical feminists are say
ing. I have a strong reaction against secular 
feminism. I am not surprised — grieved, but 
not surprised — by what they are saying.”

She spelled out her position by noting: “I 
believe we (men and women) have equality in 
Jesus Christ. The Bible indicates men and 
women are of equal worth, but they do not 
have the same functions.”

Mrs. Rogers is sponsoring a conference on
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role as 'supportive'

BY HIS SIDE—Mrs. Joyce Rogers, wife of the new SBC president, feels that her 
role is to sit by Adrian Rogers' side and be supportive.

the role of women in Memphis in May of 1980. 
It is billed as the “Mid-America Christian 
Women’s Concerns Conference.”

The title of the conference is “A Wise 
Woman Builds,” which is the description a 
friend applies to Mrs. Rogers. “I would say 
she is a wise woman who builds,” said the 
friend.

The conference, according to the brochure, 
notes the leaders and participants “believe 
the written Word of God is our inherent 
guide.”

Commenting on rumors that she had spon
sored a breakfast meeting prior to her 
husband’s election for the purpose of suppor
ting his candidacy as a conservative, she 
laughingly said: “I don’t understand how 
things like that get started.

“I did have a breakfast meeting, but it had 
no relation to this convention at all. I have had 
a burden on my heart for a long time about 
feminism in our country today, but I have not 
seen a real platform from which to share the 
Biblical view of woman.

“I just wanted to challenge some of my 
close friends who I do'not get to see except at 
the convention,” she said.

Breakfast for about 30 women dealt with the 
“Wise Woman Builds” conference, she 
explained.

Mrs. Rogers, who appears committed to 
speaking to her view of the Biblical role of 
women, says she “does not consider herself 
as a ‘militant, aggressive woman.’ ”

In a question on Biblical inerrancy, which 
has been at issue in this convention, she 
shares her husband’s views about the 
infallibility of the Bible.

“I share his views; we believe the vast 
majority of Southern Baptists really love 
God’s word. There is a very small minority 
who don’t.”

She added she is active in the Woman’s Mis
sionary Union organization in her church, 
serving as special projects chairman. “I am

HMB missionary 
opens Greek work

ATLANTA (BP) — The first missionaries to 
the half-million Greeks in the United States 
were appointed by the Southern Baptist Home 
Mission Board during the June executive 
committee meeting of the board’s directors.

Ignatius and Parthena Meimaris of 
Roslindale, Mass., were named to missionary 
associate status and assigned as catalytic 
language missionaries ministering primarily 
among the estimated 40,000 Greeks in the 
Boston area.

Two others were named missionaries and 
15 pastors were approved to receive financial 
aid by the directors meeting in Atlanta.

Meimaris and his wife are both natives of 
Katerini, Greece, and still maintain Greek 
citizenship, although they’ve been in the 
states nearly 10 years.

very eager that within that, we can lift up the 
woman’s role,” she said.

Mrs. Rogers admitted she is unaccustomed 
to all of the attention from messengers and 
the media. “I was interviewed for the first 
time yesterday (Tuesday),” she said.

HISTORICALLY
FROM THE FILES

50 YEARS AGO
J. E. Lambdin was elected as 

secretary of the B.Y.P.U. department 
of the Baptist Sunday School Board. He 
succeeded the late L. P. Lea veil. Miss 
Robbie Trent accepted a position with 
the elementary department of the 
Baptist Sunday School Board, where 
she would aid in the preparation of the 
literature. Miss Trent had served for 
several years in the Western Recorder 
office, Louisville, Ky. In addition to her 
services with the Ky. Baptist state 
paper, she had worked with the Train
ing School of which she was a trustee.

25 YEARS AGO
The mission of First Baptist Church. 

Donelson, was organized into the 
Lakewood Baptist Church. It began 
with 16 members and on the day of 
organization there were 121 members. 
The Donelson church gave 75 members 
and 46 came from 16 other Baptist 
churches. The congregation was 
meeting in the Donelson Grammar 
School and plans were to build on a four 
acre lot which they owned on Donelson 
Pike. Fred Dies was pastor.

J. Victor Brown resigned as pastor of 
First Church, Cornersville, to become 
pastor of West View Baptist Church. 
Cookeville.

10 YEARS AGO
Crievewood Baptist Church, 

Nashville, dedicated its new 
auditorium and educational unit valued 
at approximately $567,000 without fur
nishings. The church began with 14 
Baptists meeting in a private home in 
January 1954, and 15 years later the 
membership had grown to approx
imately 1,200. Herman E. Jacobs was 
pastor.

The congregation of LaBelle Haven 
Baptist Church, Memphis, entered its 
new 1,200-seat sanctuary. The new 
structure included church offices, a 
new nursery and music suite. D. M. 
Renick was pastor.

————————


