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Field evangelists top list 
of 1,526 overseas requests

RICHMOND, Va. (BP) — Southern Baptist 
missionaries in 30 countries rated general 
evangelists their greatest need as they re
quested a record 1,526 reinforcements for 
1980.

But the annual request for new mis
sionaries also includes jobs as diverse as 
physician, music promoter and business 
manager to augment the widespread efforts 
of almost 3,000 ’missionaries in 95 countries.

Sixty-nine percent of all 1980 personnel re
quests, made by a vote of missionaries in 
each field, are for evangelism and church 
development specialists. Some of these would 
go to Southern Baptists’ newer mission fields, 
such as Burundi and Southwest Africa, where 
they would join one mission couple trying to 
witness to a whole nation.

In spite of record appointments, the 
number of evangelists approved never equals 
the number missionaries request. In 1978, 
when a record 350 new missionaries were ap
proved, only 67 were appointed for 
evangelism and church development. With 
three appointment services still to be held in 
1979, less than 10 percent of the 473 
evangelists requested have been appointed. 
East Asia, with seven countries, and West 
Africa, with nine countries, each have 
received only one evangelist thus far in 1979.

The board’s missionary personnel depart
ment recently brought its regional represen
tatives to the home office for its annual 
review of requests with area secretaries. 
George H. Hays, secretary for East Asia, told 
the group that missionaries in Korea waited 
five years before 1978 without appointment of 
an evangelist.

Because of the response in Korea, mis
sionaries have requested five more general 
evangelists in 1980. They also have asked for a 
church administration consultant and a 
stewardship promoter to work with the 
Korean convention in nurturing the new 
believers. Even with the good response, “I 
have a feeling our back door is too large in 
Korea and we’re not conserving all the new 
Christians who have been coming in,” Hays 
said.

Looking at other East Asian countries, 
Hays said Hong Kong needs evangelists simp
ly because it has so few, and Japan faces a 
personnel shortage with almost half of the 
present missionary force scheduled for retire
ment in the next decade.

In West Africa, Nigeria also faces a large 
number of retirements in the near future, but 
the French-speaking contries have an even

Historical Society set 
for Brentwood meeting

BRENTWOOD — Fred Kendall, former ex
ecutive secretary of the Tennessee Baptist 
Convention, will speak to the Middle Ten
nessee Historical Society meeting here, Oct. 
8.

The 7 p.m. meeting will be in the chapel of 
the Tennessee Baptist Convention building in 
Brentwood. The meeting is open to the public.

Kendall, author of the official history of 
Tennessee Baptists, will speak on “Open Ver
sus Closed Communion; A Continuing Con
troversy in Baptist Life.”

The program is the first in a series on con
troversies in Tennessee Baptist Life, planned 
for this year by the middle Tennessee 
chapter.

greater need for evangelists. “If I had to pick 
out just one priority, I really hope we can do 
something about the requests for Niger this 
year,” said John E. Mills, secretary for West 
Africa. Niger missionaries have requested 
two agricultural evangelists — one specializ
ing in crop farming and one in animal husban
dry.

“This is really the best opportunity to build 
churches,” he said, adding that Niger doesn’t 
need someone who is just a farmer, but some
one who also has “an evangelist’s heart.”

Other requests in West Africa illustrate the 
diversity of needs throughout the world. Mills 
stressed the need for seminary teachers and 
doctors in Nigeria. “What we do in the 
seminary will have more far-reaching results 
in Nigeria than anything in years to come,” 
he said.

Four medical specialists — an internist, a 
surgeon or orthopedist, a pediatrician and a 
pathologist — were requested for Eku 
Hospital in the southern part of Nigeria to 
help continue its intern program, he said.

Nigeria missionaries also asked the board 
to appoint its first optometrist to teach at the 
University of Benin there.

Literacy workers, such as one requested for 
Ghana, are especially needed because of a 90 
percent illiteracy rate in West Africa, Mills 
said.

Other areas of the world echoed the plea for 
general evangelists, but also requested 
specialists in many other fields. In Mexico, 
evangelists were needed to begin work in in
terior cities which have populations of more 
than 100,000 but no Baptist witness. In Brazil, 
a secretary is needed to replace a missionary 
facing retirement.

Career and associate missionaries, single 
persons and couples are all needed. Of the re
quests, 721 can be filled by career mis
sionaries and 129 by missionary associates. 
Associates are persons between 35 and 59, 
employed for a renewable four-year term. 
Although a majority of the jobs call for a cou
ple, single women can fill 169 of the positions 
and single men can fill 176 of them.

In addition, 114 requests call for missionary 
journeymen. A missionary journeyman is a 
college graduate 26 or under who spends two 
years working alongside career missionaries 
overseas before pursuing a career in the 
United States.

Committee suggests messengers 
submit resolutions in advance
The Resolutions Committee for the 1979 Tennessee Baptist Convention is suggesting 

that messengers planning to submit resolutions to next month’s TBC might consider 
mailing an advance copy to the committee prior to the convention session.

The request was made by the committee at a meeting on Sept. 27 in Brentwood.
Resolutions should be mailed to the committee chairman, Ron Sorah, Route 1, Box 

92A, Calhoun, TN 37309.
Sorah noted that the resolutions must be presented to the convention from the floor 

during one of the two scheduled miscellaneous business sessions in order to be con
sidered. According to the TBC Bylaws, the Committee on Resolutions is to receive writ
ten resolutions from the floor and review, comment on, draft, and recommend “any 
memorials or resolutions it may deem wise from among those referred to it by the con
vention.”

Sorah said the committee plans to meet on Monday, Nov. 12, to begin its considera
tion of resolutions submitted in advance. He noted that a resolution does not have to be 
given to the committee in advance of its presentation to the convention, but the commit
tee will be able to give more careful consideration to resolutions sent in before Nov. 12.

BAPTISTS INTERVIEWED ON TV SPECIAL—Two Southern Baptist leaders, Adrian 
Rogers (right) and Harold Bennett (center), recently appeared on national televi
sion in the NBC special "The Thrust Toward 2000." NBC's Russell Barber 
moderated the conversation.

NBC examines Baptist issues 
in Rogers, Bennett interview

NEW YORK (BP)—Adrian Rogers and 
Harold Bennett explained the Southern Bap
tist Convention’s Bold Mission Thrust and 
other issues during an hour-long interview 
with Russell Barbour in an NBC-TV network 
program, Sept. 23.

Rogers, new president of the 13.2-million- 
member SBC, and Bennett, new executive 
secretary-treasurer of the SBC Executive 
Committee, fielded questions ranging from 
Southern Baptist relationships to President 
Jimmy Carter to the issue of Biblical iner
rancy.

In the program entitled “The Thrust 
Toward 2000,” Barbour pressed the two SBC 
leaders to explain how Southern Baptists can 
expect to accomplish the ambitious Bold Mis
sion Thrust goal of proclaiming the message 
of Christ to the entire world by the year 2000.

Bennett explained that Southern Baptists 
already have a career mission force of almost

6,000 persons in the United States and 95 
foreign countries which will be the nucleus of 
such an effort. He said they will be 
augmented by a growing number of 
volunteers and career missionaries.

Rogers said that Southern Baptists must ap
proach Bold Mission Thrust as if they are the 
only ones to do it, but noted: “Bold Mission 
Thrust won’t be done by Southern Baptists 
alone.” He said it will take the combined ef
forts of many Christians to reach the world 
for Christ.

Responding to Barbour’s questions, the two 
SBC leaders emphasized that the SBC will at
tempt to reach more blacks and other ethnic 
groups as part of Bold Mission Thrust, but 
that no one would be coerced to change their 
views.

On the question of inerrancy, posed by Bar
bour in light of the controversy over that issue 
during the election of Rogers to the SBC 
presidency in June, Rogers defined it to mean 
belief that the Scriptures are without error in 
their original manuscripts.

In discussing the SBC’s Baptist Faith and 
Message Statement, passed by the SBC in 
1963 and reaffirmed in 1979, Rogers said he 
believes there are very few Southern Baptists 
who would attribute error to the Bible—“I 
would guess less than five percent.”

Bennett read the section on the Scripture in 
the Baptist Faith and Message Statement. It 
says, “The Holy Bible was written by men 
divinely inspired and is the record of God’s 
revelation of Himself to man. It is a perfect 
treasure of divine instruction. It has God for 
its author, salvation for its end, and truth, 
without any mixture of error, for its matter. It 
reveals the principles by which God judges 
us; and therefore is, and will remain to the 
end of the world, the true center of Christian 
union, and the supreme standard by which all 
human conduct, creeds, and religious opi-

(Continued on page 2)
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SENIOR ADULTS—Bruce Forlines, minister of music at Wallace Memorial Baptist 
Church in Knoxville, shares with senior adults at their recent conference in 
Pigeon Forge. The group, coming from churches throughout the state, studied 
under the theme of "Senior Adults and Bold Missions."

Baptist urge protection 
of charitable solicitation

Rogers, Bennett interview...
(Continued from page 1)

nions should be tried. The criterion by which 
the Bible is to be interpreted is Jesus Christ.”

Pressed by Barbour about what he would 
do, if anything, to rid the SBC of “liberal” 
professors, Rogers said he intends no witch 
hunt but said, “I don’t want young men taught 
there are errors in the Bible from the stand
point of human rationality.”

He emphasized that he, as SBC president, 
has no authority to remove anyone from any 
position, but that he does have certain appoin
tive powers to committees and the influence 
of leadership.

Asked if he would appoint persons to com
mittees who don’t believe in Biblical iner
rancy, he said, “I have never knowingly had 
teachers or deacons (in churches he has 
served as pastor) who didn’t believe in the in
spiration of the Scripture. If I knew a person 
had said he did not believe in inerrancy and 
infallibility of the Bible, I would not appoint 
him.”

He said he believes that anyone paid by 
Southern Baptist money to teach in Southern 
Baptist institutions should teach what Baptist 
believe, but said: “I would not favor a witch 
hunt but would not oppose a committee if it 
were fair and honest” to investigate 
liberalism. But he said he had not decided to 
appoint such a committee, noting that 
Southern Baptist already have procedures to 
handle such things.

Both Rogers and Bennett emphasized that 
Southern Baptists are not a people who must

McGlothin to write
Life-Work lessons

George McGlothin of Huntland will write 
the Life and Work Sunday School lessons for 
the Baptist and Reflector during the fall 
quarter, according to an announcement by 
Editor Al Shackleford.

McGlothin’s first lesson for the series ap
pears on page 11.

For the past three 
years, he has been 
pastor of First Baptist 
Church, Huntland. 
Previously, he served 
as pastor of Westwood 
Baptist Church, Man
chester, and associate 
pastor of Shelbyville 
Mills Baptist Church, 
Shelbyville.

Although he was George McGlothin

born in Chattanooga, McGlothin spent most of 
his youth in McMinnville. He is a graduate of 
Belmont College, Nashville, and New Orleans 
Baptist Theological Seminary, New Orleans,

Recently McGlothin was elected as an 
aiderman to the Huntland City Council.

He is married to the former Charlein Piper, 
and the family includes a six-year-old 
daughter Allison.

The theme for the Life and Work Series this 
quarter is “The Message of the Bible.” 

ascribe to a certain creed, but, added Rogers, 
we are a people with a commonality of belief. 
“We believe in the inspiration of Scripture, 
the Lordship of Jesus Christ, salvation by 
grace through faith, baptism of believers only 
by immersion, the eternal security of the 
believer, separation of church and state, 
evangelism and the spread of the gospel.”

“It gets to be a witch hunt to make someone 
dot all the (theological) i’s and cross all the 
t’s. I just want people to believe that the Book 
is trustworthy,” Rogers said, noting that he 
was elected president because people said, 
“Adrian believes that way.”

He added, however, in effect, that a vote for 
another candidate was not necessarily a vote 
against the concept of Biblical inerrancy. 
“Many of the others not elected also believe in 
inerrancy,” he said.

He said that he hopes the subject has 
become such an issue that those who can’t 
conscientiously support Biblical inerrancy 
would want to teach somewhere else besides 
Southern Baptist ranks.

Bennett and Rogers also explained that an 
internal investigation of the registration pro
cess at the SBC meetng in Houston had 
revealed no massive irregularities and there 
were no indications that some irregularities 
which did occur had had any effect on Rogers’ 
first ballot election.

They emphasized, however, that the in
vestigation, which will lead to revisions in the 
constitution and bylaws and tightening of pro
cedures, was not of the election but of the 
registration process.

On the question of President Carter, Bar
bour probed the SBC leaders on how they see 
the relationship with their fellow Southern 
Baptist.

“It’s our duty to pray for our president and 
keep him informed on how we feel, but I 
haven’t been asked for any advice,” Rogers 
said.

Rogers, responding to a question, said he 
would feel obliged to let Carter know if there 
was any serious disagreement with a moral 
position he had taken.

He and Bennett pointed out that Southern 
Baptists are a varied denomination with a 
variation of opinions, and that there is no Bap
tist position on Carter or his policies.

Even though Southern Baptists have a 
variety of opinions, Bennett said, “the thing 
that binds us together is our mission to reach 
the world for Christ.”

Responding to Barbour’s questions, he said 
his effort would involve wide use of mass 
media and that he doesn’t think recent 
changes in leadership at the SBC Radio and 
Television Commission would prevent that 
sort of participation by the commission. “I 
would think they would be actively involved,” 
he said.

The commission and NBC cooperated in 
production of the Barbour interview with Ben
nett and Rogers.

WASHINGTON (BP)-Three major 
religious groups have joined a host of secular 
nonprofit organizations in asking the U.S. 
Supreme Court to uphold two lower court 
decisions invalidating an Illinois town’s ef
forts to regulate charitable solicitation.

The potentially far-reaching case, Village 
of Schamburg v. Citizens For A Better En
vironment, will be heard by the high court 
sometime this fall.

The Baptist Joint Committee on Public Af
fairs, the national Council of Churches and 
the Lutheran Council in the U.S.A, have join
ed in a legal brief arguing that religious 
organizations, because of “special protec
tions” guaranteed under the First Amend
ment, are particularly vulnerable to local or
dinances restricting charitable solicitation. 
The three groups represent a combined 
membership of more than 72 million persons.

Schamburg, Ill., a suburb of Chicago, re
quires all organizations canvassing and 
soliciting donations door-to-door to prove an
nually that least 75 percent of all funds col
lected are spent directly on charities. To 
ascertain compliance, the ordinance also re
quires a certified audit of the last full year of 
each organization’s financial statement.

Schaumburg’s 75 percent rule defines 
“charitable purpose” to exclude all amounts 
paid to solicitors, salaries, attorneys’ fees, 
advertising costs, and other administrative 
costs.

Citizens For A Better Environment, a non
profit Illinois corporation which enjoys tax 
exemption and tax deductibility status with 
the Internal Revenue Service, declined to 
comply with the Schaumburg ordinance’s re
quirement, choosing instead to challenge the 
law in court.

Two lower federal courts have ruled 
already for the environmental group, declar
ing that the ordinance violates First Amend
ment’s free speech rights.

Schamburg town officials brought the case 
to the nation’s high court, arguing that more 
than 60 percent of funds raised by Citizens 
For A Better Environment are used “for the

Missionaries attend orientation,
begin furlough in Tennessee

“Programs, mechanics, and methods are 
secondary to spirit,” Tom Madden told mis
sionaries on furlough in Tennessee earlier 
this month. The executive secretary
treasurer of the Tennessee Baptist Conven
tion was speaking to foreign missionaries at
tending an orientation session at the Ten
nessee Baptist Convention building in Brent
wood.

“Tennessee Baptists believe in missions,” 
he assured the group. “We are not committed 
to a fixed stance. We are willing to do 
anything to get people into the presence of 
Christ.” Emphasizing a sense of urgency, he 
said it is not sufficient to establish a 
beachhead in a nation without telling in
dividuals the gospel of Jesus Christ.

Sam Pittman, associate secretary, depart
ment of coordination, Foreign Mission Board, 
said the greatest area of concern for mis
sionaries and their sponsoring board and 
churches is devaluation of the dollar and in
flation. He said that when the convention 
fiscal year ends on Sepb 30, there will be very 
few advance funds. “The picture is not as 
bright as we would like for it to be.” 
“Southern Baptists must come to develop a 
new life style which will allow them to put 
more money into missions,” he warned.

Other speakers included: Carroll Owen, 
director of the convention ministries division, 
TBC; Ernest Pippin, foundation; and O.M. 
Dangeau, Cooperative Program and steward
ship development.

Attending the sessions were: Ruth Ford, In
donesia, and Anne S. Margrett, Argentina, 
both retired in Memphis; Mr. and Mrs. Paul 
E. Roaten, Uruguay, furloughing in Hender
son; Ruth Dyson, Nigeria, furloughing in 

benefit of employees and not for any 
charitable purposes.”

The traditional police power granted 
municipalities ‘‘permits the type of 
reasonable regulation” called for by the 
disputed ordinance, the argument continued. 
The absence of such ordinances “opens the 
door to unrestricted solicitation in the name 
of charity by organizations which may, in 
fact, be practicing fraud or deceit on the un
witting public.”

Citizens For A Better Environment, on the 
other hand, argued in its written brief that the 
Supreme Court has consistently recognized 
door-to-door convassing and solicitation of 
funds as activity protected by the First 
Amendment’s free speech provision, “par
ticularly in light of its importance as a source 
of support for new, small and unpopular 
causes.”

The brief for the three religious groups 
argued that the Schaumburg ordinance fails 
to state clearly whether religious organiza
tions are subject to its regulation and is 
therefore “unconstitutionally vague.”

Two officials have insisted that the or
dinance’s definition of “charitable organiza
tion” was not intended to cover religious 
groups. But because the ordinance lacks 
regulations controlling local officials’ discre
tion in determining which groups are 
covered, the religious groups argued that 
local authorities may choose to hold some 
religious groups subject to regulation while 
exempting others. Such vagueness in the law 
“invites favoritism of one religious group 
over another,” attorneys for the religious 
groups maintained.

Beyond the vagueness issue, however, the 
brief argued that ordinances such as Schaum
burg’s would deny free exercise of religion 
“by restricting the amounts of religious 
groups may spend on solicitation and by im
posing a cumulative burden of conflicting and 
confusing regulations” across the nation. The 
religious groups held that such ordinances 
“would impermissibly entangle the state in 
the affairs of the church.”

Nashville; Rebekah Lambert, Korea, 
furloughing in Nashville; William E. McCall, 
Togo, furloughing in Maryville; Mr. and Mrs. 
Clyde N. Roberts, Mexico, Margaret 
Dunaway, Rhodesia, and Mr. and Mrs. Paul 
C. Mosteller, Thailand, all furloughing in 
Nashville.

Four students from Belmont College in 
Nashville who have volunteered for mission 
service were also present. They are: Tammy 
Breding, Sherry Conger, John Hall, and 
Cathy Suiter.

MISSIONARY—Mrs. Paul Mosteller, 
missionary on furlough in Nashville, 
discusses the work of church media 
centers in Tennessee with Jean 
Adkinson, TBC media consultant.
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WREG-Memphis draws criticism
for canceling worship service

MEMPHIS — An unofficial community 
pressure group has been formed to protest the 
temporary cancelation of the live telecast of 
worship services at First Baptist Church here 
by Station WREG-TV, Memphis.

In its place during the 11 a.m. time slot on 
Sundays, the station, Channel 3, is airing 
“The Johnny Majors Show,” a taped partial 
playback of the University of Tennessee’s 
football games.

Spearheaded by Kenneth Dean, pastor of 
Prescott Memorial Baptist Church, Memphis, 
the interdenominational group of pastors and 
religious leaders has registered its protest 
with Channel 3, the University of Tennessee, 
and commercial sponsors of “The Johnny 
Majors Show.” They also have filed an of
ficial complaint with the FCC (Federal Com
munications Commission), according to 
Dean.

Charles Brakefield, general manager of 
Channel 3, told the Baptist and Reflector that 
his station’s position is that the time period is 
occupied by “The Johnny Majors Show” by 
prior agreement with First Baptist Church 
during football season, after which time First 
Baptist Church will resume its telecast.

“They (First Baptist Church) agreed to 
that when they bought the time and Kenneth 
Dean knows that,” Brakefield said.
Earl Davis, pastor of First Baptist Church, 

Memphis, confirmed Brakefield’s comment. 
“Officially, we have no gripe,” Davis said. 
“They told us when we went on that there was 
a possibility that we would be pre-empted for 
the U.T. football games.”

He said he has neither encouraged nor 
discouraged Dean and others involved in the 
protest. He did say the church hopes it won’t 
happen again next fall.

Dean, referring to First Baptist Church's 
silence on the matter, explained, “First Bap
tist does not quite know why they were taken 
off, but they have a $600,000 investment and 
they don’t want the television station to say, 
‘We’ve decided to leave you off altogether 
because you have opposed what we want to 
do.’ So they’re scared for their investment.”

Davis confirmed that the church has spent 
more than $250,000 on cameras and equip
ment and another $250,000-plus on renovation 
of the building in preparation for the 
telecasts, which have been on the air since 
December. He also confirmed that the church 
has paid $1,000 each week for the air time.

“When we found we were going to be off, we 
felt we had to do something to let the people 
know and try to retain our audience,” Davis 
said. “So we made a 30-second spot to run 
each Sunday at 11 a.m. which simply explains 
that we’ll be back on in December ... We were 
being charged $100 a week for that, but Mr. 
Brakefield called me last Friday (Sept. 21) 
and said he’d been rethinking that and really 
didn’t think he ought to charge us.”

Channel 3’s Brakefield said he has received 
only minimal pressure so far. He mentioned 
receiving “three or four” letters from pastors 
who “have heard from Rev. Dean.”

Asked if he believes “The Johnny Majors 
Show” has greater public interest than the 
televised worship service, Brakefield 
responded, “That’s not a fair question. What 
I’m trying to do is serve all aspects and facets 
of our audience here and to do the best I know

Vietnam hero to speak 
at Carson-Newman College

JEFFERSON CITY — Vietnam hero, Lt. 
Clebe McClary, will speak at Carson- 
Newman’s “Celebrate ’79” Youth Rally on 
Saturday, Oct. 13.

Designed to provide an evangelistic rally of 
music, testimonies and preaching, the 
celebration will begin at 4:00 p.m. in Holt 
Fieldhouse.

Also participating in the rally will be the 
Christian singing group “Something Special” 
of Carson-Newman, and Deanne McClary, 
wife of Lt. McClary, who will present special 
music and give her testimony.

how to do in serving the public interest... ‘The 
Johnny Majors Show’ had been on the air for 
many years and the university is the state 
university and has a big following down 
here.”

Asked if it might be possible to reschedule 
the show at another time, Brakefield said, “If 
it was (possible), it would be aired at another 
time.”

Dean said he feels Channel 3 is “pushing 
this church around.” He sees it as a “$600,000 
stewardship effort lying idle.”

“The reason I’m involved,” Dean said, “is 
that it’s an issue for every pastor because we 
all work with people who are hospitalized, 
who are imprisoned, who are aged, who are 
confined to their homes and they rely on 
television for some of their religious needs. 
They are deprived of the opportunity to par
ticipate in a worship service. So it’s a com
munity issue, not just a First Baptist Church 
issue.”

He said the pressure group’s goal is to have 
the station’s decision reversed by Oct. 4. They 
have tried to allow adequate time for the 
university, the station, and the advertisers to

NEW BAPTIST HOSPITAL DEDICATED—Judge Ralph Lawler, chairman of the Board 
of Trustees of Baptist Memorial Hospital, Memphis, congratulates Frank S. 
Croner, hospital president, on the new 400-bed Baptist Memorial Hospital-East 
dedicated in Groner's honor Sept. 18. The plaque in the background signifying 
this honor is in the lobby foyer of the new satellite hospital in east Memphis. The 
$35-million satellite hospital opened March 23, 1979. Under Groner's administra
tion, the hospital complex has grown from 500 beds to more than 1,900 beds—the 
largest private hospital in the world.

Joseph Powell replaces Groner 
at Baptist Hospital, Memphis 

MEMPHIS—Joseph H. Powell, executive vice president of Baptist Memorial 
Hospital here, has been named to replace Frank S. Groner as president, effective May 1, 
1980.

Groner announced plans to retire April 30, 1980, but the hospital’s Board of Trustees 
voted to retain him as director of development after he retires as 
president. He will be given the title of president emeritus.

Powell, a graduate of the University of Tennessee, Knoxville, 
received a masters degree in hospital administration from the 
University of Minnesota, Minneapolis. He has been a member of 
the hospital’s administrative staff since 1955. He is a past chairman 
of the Tennessee Hospital Association and now serves as regent of 
the American College of Hospital Administrators.

Since Groner became administrator in 1946, the hospital has 
grown from a 500-bed facility to one of more than 1,900 beds. The 
largest private hospital in the world, it currently has the lowest cost 
per patient day of any hospital in the United States. The hospital
also has the largest charity program of any private hospital in the Powell 
South and is one oi the Memphis community’s largest sources of health manpower with 
11 educational programs enrolling more than 500 students.

During Groner’s tenure, the replacement value of Baptist Memorial Hospital has 
grown from about $16.5-million to more than $250-million.

“deal with each other,” according to Dean.
He commended the University of Ten

nessee’s executive vice-president, Joe 
Johnson, for his concern. Dean has cor
responded with Johnson and talked with him 
by phone.

Johnson told the Baptist and Reflector that 
he has not contacted WREG, but that the 
university is concerned about the situation.

“We like to have the show shown in Mem
phis but we’d like to not have this kind of con
flict,” Johnson said. “We’re discussing it in
ternally and looking at what kind of options 
might exist if any ... I don't know whether 
Channel 3 has an alternate slot they can move 
us to if we were willing to move and they were 
willing to move us, but we are looking at that.

“I’d rather have ‘The Johnny Majors Show’ 
or anything else related to the university to be 
shown at a time that wouldn’t be causing any 
concerns or conflict with anybody about 
anything, particularly things that are 
religious,” Johnson continued. “If I lived in 
Memphis and it (the show) was from 11 to 12, 
I wouldn’t see it. I guess I’d be at church, or 
that’s where I ought to be.”

TENNESSEAN IN TANZANIA—Henry 
County native Carlos R. Owens 
(right), a Southern Baptist missionary 
to Tanzania, greeted Buddy Baynham, 
a volunteer from South Carolina, 
when he arrived to help build the na
tional assembly for the Baptist Con
vention of Tanzania. Baynham's 
church, First Baptist of North 
Augusta, S.C., is providing most of 
the volunteer labor for the assembly, 
but Brentwood (Tenn.) Baptist Church 
also sent six men to help with con
struction. Owens, coordinator for the 
volunteer project, was pastor of First 
Baptist Church, Dover, before his ap
pointment as a missionary in 1957.

Criswell celebrates 
35th anniversary

DALLAS — Ten thousand people are ex
pected to attend Sunday School and a special 
worship service honoring W.A. Criswell on his 
35th anniversary as pastor of First Baptist 
Church. Dallas, the largest church in the 
Southern Baptist Convention.

The church is honoring its long-time pastor 
this week with special activities which began 
Oct. 2 and will conclude Sunday night, Oct. 7.

Several luncheons, teas, and programs are 
scheduled including a “Dallas Day for 
Criswell,” Oct. 3, with citv officials and civic 
and church leaders honoring him at a 
luncheon.

Every person over six years of age who at
tends Sunday School will receive a two-record 
album of the pastor’s favorite songs entitled 
"Worthy is the Lamb.” Children under six 
will be presented a special surprise gift.

The Sunday evening service is scheduled 
for the Dallas Convention Center Arena in 
order to accommodate the expected 10.000 
people. A pageant, “With a Bible in my 
Hand,” will be presented by a cast of 500. It 
depicts the “work of the Lord” over the past 
35 years at First Baptist.

Bracey Campbell resigns 
Sunday School Board post

NASHVILLE (BP) - Bracey Campbell III. 
supervisor of the news and information sec
tion in the Southern Baptist Sunday School 
Board’s office of communications, has 
resigned to return to the Nashville Banner as 
managing editor.

Campbell implemented a reorganization 
and expansion of the board’s news operation 
during his 19-month tenure. He also served as 
chief of the Sunday School Board bureau of 
Baptist Press.

Before coming to the board in 1978, Camp
bell had been managing editor of the Banner 
for two years and had worked for the after
noon paper since 1971 on the copy desk, as a 
political reporter and as chief political 
reporter.

A graduate of Mississippi College, Camp
bell is a deacon at First Baptist Church, a 
member of the Baptist Joint Committee on 
Public Affairs and a member of the board of 
trustees of Nashville’s Baptist Hospital.
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EDITORIAL
- I )

Disaster van needs additional help
Last month the Tennessee Baptist disaster van 

participated in its first full-fledged disaster when the 
unit went to Mobile, Ala., to assist victims of Hur
ricane Frederic. The $20,000 unit was purchased in 
April 1978 from Cooperative Program receipts above 
the 1977 budget-goal.

From all reports, our van was extremely helpful 
in ministering to the victims of the hurricane. We 
should be grateful for the opportunity to share Chris
tian love with the citizens of our neighboring state.

Last week Archie King, TBC Brotherhood direc
tor, shared with us some of the critical needs which 
were discovered in the disaster van’s first use. We are 
listing these here, so that these personnel and 
material needs can be a matter of prayer and concern 
of Tennessee Baptists.

—Volunteers. The Tennessee van left four hours 
aLer the call came from the SBC Brotherhood Com
mission in Memphis. Obviously, many of the 
volunteers who had been trained were unable to get to 
Brentwood on such a short notice. The more trained 
volunteers we have, the greater the odds of enlisting 
these workers when time is critical.

King noted that the two-and-one-half-hour train
ing sessions have already been scheduled Oct. 15 in 
Johnson City; March 17 in Memphis; March 18 in 
Jackson; March 20 in Chattanooga; and March 21 in 
Nashville. He added that it would be helpful if chur
ches would take action to indicate that their pastors 
and staff members can go immediately when needed.

It is important to have trained workers 
throughout the state, so that they could converge on 
the area where a disaster occurs.

—Specific volunteers. King noted that there are 
17 types of specific volunteers needed, depending on 
the type of disaster. Some of these are:

—Chain saw operators. In disasters, such as hur
ricanes and tornados, a crew needs to go in quickly to 
help clear roads, as well as cut up trees which have 
fallen on homes. These crews should also include a 
repairman, complete with parts and supplies, to fix 
saws which break.

—Crisis counselors. The Brotherhood leader 
stated that some volunteers who are trained in 
counseling should accompany the disaster van. Many 
victims need encouragement and advise, and even 
iust someone to talk to.

—Ham radio operators. In most disasters all

A TIME DEFINITELY AND DIVINELY SET

GOD MOW COMMANDS ALL MEN EVERYWHERE TO REPEAT; 1 
BECAUSE HE HAS APPOINTED A DAY, IN WHICH HE WILL ? 
JUDGE THE WORLD IM RIGHTEOUSNESS BY THAT MAU \ 
WHOM HE HAS ORDAINED; WHEREOF HE HAS GIVEN / 
ASSURANCE UNTO ALLMEN JN THAT HE HAS RAISED

forms of regular communication are destroyed. Ham 
radio operators are needed to relay requests for relief 
needs.

—Volunteers who can stay. Even after utilities 
are restored, there is the need of volunteers who can 
stay and deliver meals to shut-ins and the elderly. 
Station wagons would be helpful in delivering these 
meals.

—Thermos containers. The meals could be kept 
warm in these containers as they are delivered to 
those who are unable to come to the van for food. -

—Church buildings that can be used. King said 
that his office needed a list of church buildings which 
have large fellowship halls and kitchens which could 
be used as a base of operations in a disaster.

—Travel trailers. If some of the volunteers could 
take their personal self-contained recreational 
vehicles with them, these could provide living 
quarters for volunteers.

King also listed the need for additional supplies 
and equipment.

—Ice maker. It was discovered in Mobile that the 
disaster van needs an ice maker to provide ice for vic
tims who need to keep medicines cold. This is an im
mediate, critical need.

—Microwave ovens. These would speed up food 
preparation.

—Trailer. We need a trailer to hook on the van, 
which would be used to haul and to store food and 
cooking equipment. Presently these have to be car
ried inside the van.

—Disposable diapers. Without utilities, parents 
can not wash and dry diapers for their infants.

—Baby Food. Not only is this a necessity for in
fants, but King said the crew discovered that many 
elderly people need this type of food.

—Gasoline storage. The generator in the van 
operates on gasoline, which is usually not available 
because of a lack of electrical power at service sta
tions. King noted that this was not a problem in 
Mobile, since the Red Cross supplied all the gasoline 
needed there by the van.

Tennesseans can be proud of the way our van and 
our volunteers preformed their ministry last month in 
Mobile. We can hope that the van will never be needed 
again—but it probably will, and it needs to be ready 
and volunteer workers enlisted and trained.

The disaster van and volunteers can be a great 
asset in meeting the physical and spiritual needs of 
victims. It is a ministry we can and.must perform.
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“Cicero, I’ve been hearing so much on 
television about the 1980 Olympics, I figured 
its about time to begin promoting the 1980 
Baptist Olympics,” announced “Bat” L. 
Fields, well-known Baptist promoter.

I confessed that I was not familiar with the 
Baptist Olympics.

Fields informed me that the event was first 
held in 1976 and that churches from 
throughout the United States were being in
vited to send teams. He has devised a number 
of contests in which Baptists ?xcell.

“We had a great turnout in 1976, and like all 
Baptists we want it to be even bigger and bet
ter next year,” sounded Bat L.

Cicero was curious about what event would 
be in the 1980 Baptist Olympics.

“I am not quite sure, but I can give you an 
idea by recalling who were the champions in 
the 1976 Baptist Olympics — or BO, for 
short,” he said.

Longest sermon: Won by Lott A. Wynn, who 
preached for 173 hours and 23 minutes. He 
was still going strong, but the event was stop
ped when all the fans went to sleep.

Shortest sermon: The champion was Ben E. 
Dickson, whose “amen” was .003 seconds 
quicker than N.A. Short, who was handicap
ped by his Southern drawl.

Most nine-syllable words in a sermon: The 
BO record-holder is Dick Shunn. However, he 
lost the overall championship for long words 
to a Sunday School teacher, Clara Tee.

Loudest voice (men’s division): Won by Vai 
Yume, who was heard at a distance of 7.3 
miles. The women’s division was won by Mrs. 
D. Essie Bales. “At the end of the competi
tion, I announced that this event was being 
discontinued because 3,489 spectators had 
suffered hearing impairment — but I don’t 
think anyone heard the announcement,” 
Fields stated.

Largest church indebtedness: Won by 
Enhock Baptist Church of Liability, Mo., 
where Hughes Bonds is pastor, N. Debt is 
chairman of the deacons, and N. Dent Toor is 
chairman of the finance committee.

Most arguments for being a Baptist: The 
1976 BO champion is Hal ‘'Stub” Bourne.

Longest continuous Sunday School atten
dance: This award was given to Link Penn. 
(Unfortunately, Link broke his leg on the way 
to the podium to receive his gold medal — 
when he tripped on his six-foot Sunday School 
attendance chain.

Most Sunday School lessons taught with us
ing class discussion. This was won by Leek 
Toor, in close competition with over one- 
million entrants.

Fastest piano accompanist: the 1976 Bap
tist Olympics’ only tie — between Grace 
Knotes and Art Paigeo.

Longest church bus route: The champion is 
Ben Miles, who travels 372 miles each Sunday 
(Unfortunately, he was not there to receive 
his award, since he hadn’t gotten back from 
last Sunday’s route). In a related event, the 
prize for most bus riders was won by X. Trey 
Seats.

Announcement-making: This was won by 
Ed. U. Cates, who set a record by uttering 17 
announcements without taking a breath.

The tightest competition of the 1976 Baptist 
Olympics came in the event for most excuses 
for not tithing. Out of 2,739,513 entrants, the 
winner was Ty Wadd who was still reciting his 
reasons three years after the gathering ad
journed.



October 3, 1979 Baptist and Reflector Page 5

Cheating in elections
Dear'editor:

Before me is a clipping from a local 
newspaper, headed “Cheating charged in 
Baptist election.” The dateline is Dallas 
(UPI).

The article proclaims “blood on their 
hands” because of cheating. It seems that the 
registration secretary who was authorized to 
plan a fair election would accept much, if not 
all, of the blame for the way things went.

Then we could settle the matter by forget
ting it. Millions of us are glad Adrian Rogers 
was elected.

Long before the election, many of us were 
troubled that a “big stick” somewhere could 
initiate trouble between a pastor and his 
flock. From what I read in the papers, it 
seems that the state convention-managed An
nuity Fund (pastors’ retirement income 
largely) can be used as a big stick to cancel 
local autonomy. How? By pressuring par
ticipating pastors into pressuring their flocks 
to conform.

Conform to what? Let’s have local 
autonomy rather than big stick conformity.

It’s not the Baptist Faith and Message 
(mostly Scripture — listings with no com
ment) that has driven so many effective Bap
tists to go independent. Independent desires 
arise when one reads how a church in Oregon 
was removed from fellowship as a result of 
some sister church complaining of non
conformity. Perhaps the cast-out ones raised 
their arms. Upraised arms are a symbolic cry 
for mercy and a cry of people starving for 
bread and the Bread of Life.

Please don’t ask the wonderful Baptist and 
Reflector to squelch such news. Squelching 
news is an early tool of tyrants.

Let’s promise each SBC president less foot- 
dragging than his predecessor.

Instead of one or two saved in revivals, let’s 
have Pentecost.

Carl Chapman
205 Lancaster Ave.
Chattanooga, TN 38415

Please note that the United Press Interna
tional article came out of Dallas — not 
Nashville where the registration secretary's 
report was made. UPI took one side comment 
out of context and blew it up into the headline 
and the major emphasis of their story. The 
registration secretary is NOT authorized to 
challenge any messenger who seeks to 
register with a registration card signed by a 
church’s moderator or clerk. That power 
would really be a “big stick!”

I have not read of any church or any pastor 
who have been pressured to conform by the 
Annuity Board’s retirement plans. In fact, the 
board simply holds the funds for any pastor, 
and he receives these benefits upon retire
ment — even if he has left the ministry or a 
Southern Baptist pastorate! The illustration 
you used concerns a church being voted out 
by an association — not a state convention or 
the Annuity Board, (editor)

Tragic losses
Dear editor:

A malady stalks our land bringing death 
and destruction that makes killer Hurricane 
David seem almost comparable to a dust 
whirlwind skipping across some school yard. 
David did about $3-billion damage and took 
approximately a thousand lives. And that was 
bad!

But according to the National Safety Coun
cil and the U.S. Secretary of Transportation, 
the drinking drivers on American highways 
annually do more than $11-billion damage and 
take more than 25,000 lives!

During the 10-year period of the Vietnam 
War while 45,000 Americans were being killed 
in battle, 274,000 Americans died in alcohol- 
related traffic accidents.

Such squander of life can be stopped. There 

are enough professing Christians and others 
concerned about alcohol-related highway 
slaughter to bring about any legal reforms 
necessary.

I would offer one possible opening salvo in a 
war against drinking drivers on American 
highways. Federal agents have authority to 
confiscate the automobile of anyone caught il
legally “hauling whiskey.” The law states no 
specific amount! Nor is the container defined. 
I propose legislation that would require con
fiscation of the automobile of anyone con
victed of driving while intoxicated. He’s il
legally “hauling whiskey.” Why quibble over 
the size, shape, or material of the container. 
Must the law be more severe for violating tax 
laws than for endangering human life? The 
loss of one or two cars will persuade any per
son to stay off the road when he drinks.

Judges failing to carry out their part of en
forcement must be replaced.

Begin the pressure on our legislators! Write 
them. If anyone thinks I meddle in affairs that 
ought not concern me, spend some evenings 
in a busy hospital emergency room, trying to 
comfort the families of both the guilty and in
nocent!

William G. Justice
Box 1788
Knoxville, TN. 37901

The writer is chaplain and director of 
pastoral care at East Tennessee Baptist 
Hospital, (editor)

Toll-free telephone
Dear editor:

I would like to suggest that the Tennessee 
Baptist Convention, the Baptist Sunday 
School Board, and the Mail Order Baptist 
Book Store all get incoming toll free telephone 
lines.

I know this would cost some money, but 
look at the benefits:

(1) Pastors and church workers who need 
help and/or materials could phone for these 
needs without having to worry about costs of 
the phone call.

(2) Mission pastors could phone from hun
dreds of thousands of miles away without hav
ing to worry about costs.

(3) Friction would also be eliminated 
between churches and church workers over 
phone bills.

(4) Help and materials would truly be only 
a phone call away.

I know there would be some cost for this, 
but it certainly would be cheaper than for 
each of our churches having to pay for 
separate calls. Also, churches and church 
workers needing help and assistance in cer
tain areas of work wouldn’t have to think 
twice before calling for help.

G. Richard Mitchell
2001 Madison Ext.
Clarksville, TN 37040

Questions statements
Dear editor:

If you have never led a conference or 
spoken to preachers, let me share with you 
something you may not be aware of that turns 
off some people.

First, there is the statement, “There is no 
such thing as a small church.” I have heard 
that said many times, but never by a pastor of 
a small church. There is such a thing as a 
small church — thousands of them — and 
thank God for each one.

I feel small churches are the spiritual 
backbone of the SBC.

Next, there is the statement, “A church that 
isn’t winning souls is just playing church.” I 
wish every Southern Baptist preacher could 
experience one year in a church where no 
baptisms are reported. You might never 
make such a statement again.

I have shared agony with my dear preacher 
friends many times during evangelism em-

NEW FACILITIES—Members of Parkway Baptist Church in Goodlettsville, 
dedicated a new worship center recently. The sanctuary seats 400 persons, and 
the building includes a choir suite and dressing rooms. James R. Moore is pastor.

phases as some exalted leader downgrades 
pastors, deacons, and lay members who did 
not turn in a plus report. I question the Holy 
Spirit leading anyone to speak in such a way. 
Remember the advice of Paul, a time of seed 
planting, watering, and the increase given by 
God.

For the first time in 14 years as a pastor 
(present church for 11 years), we likely will 
have zero baptisms to report. To some, I 
perhaps will fall into the category of 
“shameful men” for a year. But the truth is, 
we have had our greatest year of spiritual 
growth. Our members have grown closer to 
each other and to God. Our deacons are now 
in unity and have taken a great stand for 
Christ.

There are no entries in our Annuals for 
Christian maturity. I am proud of my church 
and not ashamed of my ministry. We praise 
the Lord daily for the love we share.

James R. Ely
Rt. 15, Smithland Ln.
Knoxville, TN 37921

Owen fills PR post 
at Belmont College

NASHVILI .E — Phil Owen, a 1979 graduate 
of Belmont College, has been named as direc
tor of public relations at the Baptist school.

Owen began his duties Sept. 24, under the 
direction of Herbert C. Gabhart, president of 
the college.

While a student, Owen served as director of 
religious activities and president of the Stu
dent GovenTfnent Association. He was a 
member of the Gamma Beta Phi and Blue 
Key Honor Fraternities.

Owen, son of the Rev. and Mrs. James W. 
Owen of Nashville, is a 1975 graduate of 
DeKalb County High School in Smithville, 
Tennessee.

Haywood accepts post 
at Harrison-Chilhowee

SEYMOUR, Tenn. — David F. Haywood 
has been named coordinator of public rela
tions at Harrison-Chilhowee Baptist Academy 
here, effective Sept. 19.

A native of High Point, N.C., Haywood is a 
graduate of Mars Hill (N.C.) College and
Southeastern Baptist 
Theological Seminary, 
Wake Forest, N.C.

Haywood comes to 
Harrison-Chilhowee 
from the institutional 
development staff of 
Southeastern 
Seminary where he 
served as photo
grapher. For the past 
four summers he was 
employed by the Bap- Haywood

State Convention of North Carolina as the 
assistant director of the Youth Corps/Local 
Church Program. He has also served several 
churches as minister to youth.

Personal 
perspective
BY TOM MADDEN 

TBC executive secretary

I have seen the soft drink advertisement 
declaring it “adds life.” I don’t know whether 
it does or not, but it always reminds me of the 
Christ who not only is the Life, but gives the 
overflowing abundant life.

Life in Christ is fulfilled life. Our Heavenly
Father not only wants 
us to have “length of 
days,” but for those 
days to be lived in His 
presence. As water is 
in the sponge and the 
sponge is in the water, 
so is Christ in the 
believer and the 
believer in Christ. 
Only Christ can fill the 
God-shaped void in a 
life. Madden

With this comes peace of mind. I recall the 
late Dr. J. Howard Williams saying when one 
is in the center of God’s will, he can lie down 
at night knowing that whether he awakens or 
not, all is well. It is the kind of peace that 
comes with the conviction that God can take 
every experience of life, and through His 
grace, ultimately use it to bless lives.

Listed with the abundant life in Christ is the 
blessing of fellowship. Our human relation
ship is widened to include the whole family of 
God. Some of that family is in heaven and 
others may be living in different places 
throughout the world, but we are all in the 
family of God.

There is a Christian radiance that God 
gives His children. Proverbs states that God 
gives “grace to thy neck.” I feel God's Word 
is saying the world cannot see our soul, but it 
is knowledgeable of our countenance. I recall 
a dear preacher friend relating how, while 
walking down a city street filled with throngs 
of people, he became aware of a flow of people 
that looked different from the others. There 
was a radiance and a happiness about them. 
As he walked along he came to a church in the 
heart of the city. These people were coming 
from attending a convocation in the church. 
The New Testament states that the world took 
knowledge of the early disciples — that they 
had been with Jesus.

God grant that all might know Christ in 
whom is life, and that life is the abundant 
overflowing life.
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Cauthen recounts mission career:
first and foremost a preacher

By Ruth Fowler

RICHMOND, Va. (BP)-The face of the 
69-year-old administrator was transformed. 
Baker James Cauthen became a young man 
again, caught up in the memory of his sur
render to preach 53 years ago.

God has used Cauthen not only as a 
preacher, but as a teacher, a missionary in 
China, and for the past 26 years as executive 
director of the Southern Baptist Foreign Mis
sion Board. But the call to be a preacher
pastor has remained basic in Cauthen’s life.

With shining eyes, Cauthen recalled the 
Baptist pastor who believed in the abilities 
and the call of the 16-year-old boy from 
Lufkin, Texas. As young Cauthen grew, that 
feeling of being believed-in became more im
portant.

“Somehow, when people believed in me, it 
seemed to be something that would stimulate 
me, turn me on, make me have a feeling of 
great responsibility,” he reflected.

Now, looking toward his retirement at the 
end of 1979, Cauthen still sees his years of
Christian service from a pastor’s perspective. 
“I’ve always had the concept that being a 
pastor is a basic thing in any kind of service 
for the Lord,” Cauthen says. “Always, 
whether as a missionary on the field or later 
in the responsibilities of administration, I’ve 
said in my heart, ‘Be a pastor.’”

The pastor’s touch is most evident at the ap
pointment of new missionaries when Cauthen 
gives them each words of encouragement 
related to their personal testimonies and a 
charge to do God’s work.

“So much is dependent upon the person’s 
heart commitment as he goes,” Cauthen 
says. “And therefore if you can help to 
strengthen that commitment and to refine 
that idealism in the heart of each individual 
standing on the platform to be appointed, it 
may be something that will be cherished 
throughout the remainder of his life.”

In recent years he has watched and advised 
as committed missionaries served and strug
gled through wars in Africa and the Middle 
East, times of famine and hunger in Africa 
and Asia, and growing governmental limita
tions to work in communist countries of 
Eastern Europe.

But he has been somewhat disappointed in 
the numbers of Southern Baptists making 
themselves available for mission service.

“We have never been able to appoint more 
than 25 percent of the number of missionaries 
that are urgently requested from all over the 
world,” Cauthen says. “These are needed 

AN INFLUENCIAL WIFE—Cauthen says his wife's qualities of Christian faith, 
judgement, and insight have been a powerful influence n his life. At home, Eloise 
Cathen leads their breakfast devotion.

missionary personnel whom people have 
prayed for, whom people have longed for; if 
they were available they would be so warmly 
welcome and would have work to do that 
would be challenging.”

Financial limitations also have been a con
cern to Cauthen.

“Foreign missions has been like fighting a 
great runaway fire in the city, with nothing 
but a garden hose to fight it,” Cauthen says. 
“A great emergency, a great need, but a very 
limited supply.”

With an edge of urgency in his voice, 
Cauthen talks about the needs of the people of 
the world. “I do believe I would express ade
quately what I believe lies as a potential for 
Southern Baptists if we do what God wants 
done, if we really will last ourselves to the 
Great Commission and let it command us.

“If we do this, really do this, we may 
discover that God will use us beyond anything 
we’ve ever seen or anything we’ve ever im
agined. God’s concern for the peoples of the 
world is far beyond our concern.”

In the context of all he believes about the 

power and love of God, Cauthen sees Bold
Mission Thrust objectives to proclaim the 
gospel of Jesus to the entire world by the year 
2000 as real possibilities.

“There are two things that are going to be 
absolutely essential,” Cauthen says of the ex
pansion of Southern Baptist missions. “One is 
that there must be the power of God resting 
upon us. This means we must have the 
challenge of intercessory prayer. We must go 
into the depths of prayer, both individually 
and as a denomination, beyond anything 
we’ve ever experienced.”

“Also, all Christian people must pick up and 
do what God has committed to them. We must 
say ‘come’ to all our fellow Christians; 
whoever you are, find your way to do 
whatever God lays upon your heart to do.”

Cauthen has faced similar challenges dur
ing his terms as area secretary and executive 
at the Foreign Mission Board. He faced the 
challenge of keeping the board out of debt and 
the problem of knowing where to send limited 
people and money in the same way he calls 
upon Southern Baptists to meet the new goals 

of Bold Mission Thrust—through dependence 
on God.

Unprecedented growth occurred during the 
Cauthen years. At the close of 1953, when 
Cauthen assumed administration of the 
board, Southern Baptists had 908 mis
sionaries in 32 countries. Today there are 
2,977 in 94 countries.

The Lottie Moon Christmas Offering, an in
dicator of Southern Baptists’ financial com
mitment to foreign missions, has increased 
from almost $3.3 million in 1953 to $35.9 
million in 1978. The number of local members 
in overseas churches has also increased 
dramatically, from 214,767 in 1953 to over one 
million in 1979.

Before Cauthen and h's wife, Eloise, left for 
China in 1939 to be missionaries on the field 
where she grew up, he was a missions pro
fessor at Southwestern Baptist Theological 
Seminary, Fort Worth, Texas. After his 
retirement he will return to teaching for at 
least one semester at Golden Gate Baptist 
Theological Seminary, Mill Valley, Calif., 
where he will be a guest professor in the 
newly created Baker James Cauthen chair of 
missions.

Cauthen gives great credit to Eloise. “She’s 
a wonderfully profound Christian and I have 
admiration for her that is far beyond any 
capacity of mine to express,” he says. “Her 
life has been one of the most powerful in-

'MR. FOREIGN MISSIONS'—Baker 
James Cauthen, retiring executive 
director of the Foreign Mission Board, 
was secretary for the Orient, 1945-53, 
when he met with Japanese pastor 
Noboru Arase.

fluences in my life, in my thinking, and in my 
own spiritual life.”

Mrs. Cauthen’s role has never been more 
vital than during the last two years. First a 
heart attack and then a lengthy case of 
shingles almost incapacitated the executive. 
But he came back with determination.

During the long recuperations he kept in 
touch with work at the Foreign Mission 
Board. His wife would read memos and cor
respondence to him when he could not read 
and he insisted that work be brought to him at 
home when he could not go to the office.

Cauthen’s personal enjoyment comes in 
long walks along the river with Eloise, lively 
games of dominoes with friends, and, of 
course, in preaching.

It is Cauthen the preacher that will be best 
remembered by Southern Baptists. Always, 
the message is evangelical, centering around 
the lost and what Southern Baptists are called 
to do.

And if this man who has done so much could 
choose what Southern Baptists will 
remember him for, it would be this: that he so 
thoroughly believed and sought to com
municate the missions message that it 
became contagious in Southern Baptist life.

He may have done just that.

Foundation

The state will get it all
By Jonas L. Stewart 

Executive Secretary-Treasurer
Facts concerning the estate of an elderly 

lady were recently revealed. She died instant
ly as the result of an accident. There were no 
relatives and no will. Her interest in charities 
had often been expressed but without a will 
there would be no gifts to support her church, 
Christian education, unfortunate children, 
missions or any of the other things that were 
her concerns during life. In circumstances 
such as this, the state gets it all.

There is a way for Christian stewards to 
avoid the above situation when they desire 
their estate to be used in support of Christian 
causes. They can prepare a will directing 
what part of the estate at death is to be used 
for that purpose. All of our Tennessee Baptist 
schools have staff members who Will discuss 
the possibilities related to this kind of estate 
planning. The Tennessee Baptist Foundation 
has this responsibility for all of our institu
tions and mission programs. We will be glad 
to provide information and a worksheet to 
help you get started on plans for a will. Don’t 
let the state get it all because of neglect in 
making plans to preserve and conserve your 
money, land, and other valuables.

For information about preparing a Chris
tian will and a worksheet to organize informa
tion for a will, write Tennessee Baptist Foun
dation, Jonas L. Stewart, executive 
secretary-treasurer, P.O. Box 347, Brent
wood, Tennessee 37027.
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Our People and Our Churches . . .
CHURCHES...

Galilee Baptist Church, Knoxville, staged 
an “appreciation day” to honor East Ten
nessee Baptist Hospital in that city. George 
Gilbert, pastor of Galilee, said that the church 
planned the event to emphasize the impor
tance of the hospital to the community. The 
congregation’s emphasis during the apprecia
tion service was the hospital’s three main 
functions: healing, preaching, and teaching. 
Baptist Hospital president Earl Skogman 
brought greetings from the 1,200 employees; 
and William Justice, director of pastoral 
care, preached the morning message.

Members of Summertown Baptist Church, 
Summertown, celebrated the church’s 91st 
anniversary last month. Former pastor W.L. 
Swafford brought the morning message. Coye 
Marbutt is pastor.

Central Baptist Church in Knoxville com
pleted major remodeling of the sanctuary 
recently which included repainting, 
refinishing pews, and re-designing the pulpit 
and choir area. The membership also voted to 
purchase two acres located behind the 
church. Bill Bruster is pastor.

Members of Raleigh Baptist Church in 
Memphis, voted to proceed with the building 
of a family life center and renovation of the 
church’s old educational building. The con
gregation voted to use the “Together We 
Build” program and the sale of bonds to 
finance the project. Dan Hodges is pastor.

Former pastor William Powell preached 
for 75th anniversary services at First Baptist 
Church in Monterery last month. Gerald 
Bland is pastor.

REVIVAL
PRAYER REQUESTS...

Evangelist Eddie Martin is scheduled to 
lead revival services for First Baptist Church 
in Franklin, beginning Oct. 7 and continuing 
through Oct. 14. Martin is president of the 
Southern Baptist Evangelists and is schedul
ed to speak to the SBC Pastors’ Conference in 
June. Virgil Peters is pastor of the Franklin 
congregation.

Ferrell Mills, pastor of First Baptist 
Church in Anchorage, Alaska, will be the 
evangelist for an Oct. 7-14 revival at Cross 
Keys Baptist Church, College Grove, where 
George Webb is pastor.

PEOPLE...
Island Home Baptist Church in Knoxville 

was scheduled to ordain Ralph Adams and 
Marshall Belcher as deacons. David Peach is 
pastor.

Art Murphy, a graduate of Union Universi
ty in Jackson and minister of children at 
Southland Baptist Church in Memphis, was 
ordained to the gospel ministry last month at 
that church. Charles Sullivan is pastor at 
Southland.

First Baptist Church of St. Behtlehem or
dained three deacons on Sept. 23. They are 
Frank Huddleston, Mike Collins, and Richard 
Corbin. The message and charge to the can
didates were brought by Harold Shoulders, 
director of missions for Cumberland Associa
tion. Doyle Russell is pastor.

Dick Buchanan was scheduled to be ordain
ed as a deacon on Sunday, Sept. 30, at Lincoln 
Park Baptist Church in Knoxville. Ted J. In
gram is pastor.

Raleigh Baptist Church in Memphis ordain
ed Chuck Crenshaw, Charles Truax, Butch 
Osborn, George Dowd, Roland Hamilton,

Butch McCarter, Jack McCormick, David 
Christiansen, Bill Robinson, and Bob 
Longfield as deacons on Sunday, Sept. 30. 
Pastor Don Hudges was scheduled to speak to 
the group.

Saturn Drive Baptist Church in Nashville 
ordained Danny Kinkade as a deacon recent
ly. Roy Helton gave the ordination sermon. 
James Owen is pastor.

Thomas W. Compton was ordained to the 
gospel ministry by members of Brainerd Bap
tist Church in Chattanooga. Compton is a stu
dent at Boyce Bible School in Louisville, Ky., 
and is director of a boys ranch in 
Elizabethtown, Ky. Winford Hendrix is pastor 
of Brainerd.

Members of St. Elmo Baptist Church in 
Chattanooga honored their pastor, Donald A. 
Givens, on the occasion of his 10th anniver
sary as pastor of that congregation. Givens 
was ordained to the gospel ministry by 
Brainerd Baptist Church in Chattanooga 30 
years ago and served church in Kentucky and 
Virginia before coming to St. Elmo in 1969.

Bill Morris observed his 10th anniversary

Singles conference planned 
at Smoky Shadows retreat

Tennessee Baptists who are single adults 
will have an opportunity to attend a statewide 
“Singles Alive” conference next month at 
Pigeon Forge. Sponsored by the Tennessee 
Baptist Convention public affairs and Chris
tian life office, the conference will meet Nov.
2-3 at Smoky Shadows 
Conference Center.

Jerry Self, Ten
nessee Baptist public 
affairs and Christian 
life consultant, said 
conferences will be 
provided for persons 
who have never been 
married and for 
formerly marrieds.

Joe Stacker, pastor 
of First Baptist Church Wallis

Concord, will speak Friday evening at the 
8:30 session and Saturday morning at 9:00. 
His message is scheduled to deal with the 
“Singles Alive” theme, and his Saturday mor
ning Bible study will explore the beatitudes in 
relation to aliveness. Stacker has been pastor 
of the 2,000-member Concord church since 
1968. He also led churches in Greeneville, Jef
ferson City, and Milton, Tenn.

Conferences will be 
offered on: “Alive 
through career plann
ing,” “Alive as a 
single parent,” and 
“Alive through my 
grief.”

Jan Wallis, place
ment supervisor, per
sonnel department, 
Baptist Sunday School 
Board, will discuss 
careers with the at- 
tenders. She has been 

Stacker

active in career
counseling, performance improvement, staff
ing, and compliance consultation with federal 
regulations.

Discussions and helps as a single parent 
will be led by Charles Smith, a Nashville 
family and marriage counselor. The topic of 
grief will be explored by Ann Alexander 
Smith, consultant, family ministry depart
ment, Baptist Sunday School Board.

Tyson Garrison, recreation director at 
Wallace Memorial Baptist Church, Knoxville, 
has been enlisted to lead periods of recrea
tion. Music will be led by Wyatt Parker, 

as minister of music at First Baptist Church, 
Clarksville, recently. Morris received a 
monetary gift from the church membership. 
John David Laida is pastor.

R. Paul Caudill, pastor emeritus of 
Bellevue Baptist Church in Memphis, has 
been asked to served as professor of New 
Testament interpretation in residence at 
Palm Beach Atlantic College, West Palm 
Beach, Fla.

Belmont Heights Baptist Church, 
Nashville, ordained Donald Thompson as a 
deacon recently.

First Baptist Church in Donelson was 
scheduled to ordain Rod Cameron as a deacon 
on Sunday, Sept. 30. Ralph Harris is pastor.

Members of First Baptist Church, Lenoir 
City, honored Mrs. T.C. Waller for 75 years of 
active membership in that congregation. 
Charles A. Redmond Jr. is pastor.

Bobby McCartney was scheduled to be or
dained to the gospel ministry at Dodson 
Branch Baptist Church, Stone Association, on 
Sept. 23.

minister of music at First Baptist Church in 
Pigeon Forge.

The conference will last until Saturday 
afternoon at 3:00, Self said. Persons wishing 
to hold Saturday night reservations at the 
conference center should indicate that desire 
when they pre-register with the public affairs 
and Christian life office, TBC. Reservations 
should be made as soon as possible, he urged.

Harrison-Chilhowee grad 
returns to coach girls

SEYMOUR, Tenn.—Estella M. Florez, a 
1975 graduate of Harrison-Chilhowee Baptist 
Academy, has returned to the academy this 
fall as the girl’s basketball coach, according 
to Academy President Hubert B. Smothers.

A native of Chicago, Illinois, Florez came to 
Harrison-Chilhowee in 1971 as a freshman. 
During her high school career here, she was 
an outstanding forward and captain of the 
girl’s basketball team. She was named both 
All-District and All-Tournament. Averaging 
29 points a game during her senior year, 
Florez was the leading scorer in Sevier Coun
ty and one of the top in the state for the year.

Florez also was honored by her fellow 
students by being named first runner-up for 
the title of Miss Chilhowee 1975.

In college, Florez continued her sports 
career as a guard and captain on the girl’s 
basketball team at Virginia State College, 
Petersburg. She graduated from Virginia 
State this May with a major in Health and 
Physical Education.

In addition to her duties as the girl’s basket
ball coach, Florez will teach 8th grade 
physical education and serve as a dormitory 
assistant.

West Tenn, pastors 
to meet at Union

The West Tennessee Baptist Pastors’ Con
ference will meet on Monday, Oct. 8 at Union 
University in Jackson, according to Paul 
Clark, president of the conference.

Clark said that convention president Fred 
Kendall II is scheduled to speak to the group. 
Kendall is pastor of First Baptist Church in 
Union City.

The October meeting will begin at 11:15 
a.m. with the pastor’s wives meeting in the 
president’s dining room at the same time.

James Munro called 
to Goodlettsville

Madison Creek Baptist Church, Goodletts
ville, called James G. Munro as pastor 
last month. He is already on the field, 
coming from a student pastorate in New 
Washington, Ind.

A native of Columbia, S.C., Munro is a 
graduate of Wheaton College in Wheaton, Ill., 
and earned the master of divinity degree 
from Southwestern Baptist Theological 
Seminary in Fort Worth. He did additional 
graduate study at Southern Baptist 
Theological Seminary in Louisville.

Denominational service included posts as 
associate pastor at First Baptist Church, Or
chard Park, New York; and as assistant 
pastor at Temple Baptist Church in Colum
bia, S.C., before going to the Indiana position.

His wife, Joyce Huth Munro, was assistant 
professor of childhood education at Southern 
seminary, executive director of the child care 
center at Southern, director of the 
Presbyterian Community Child Development 
Center in Louisville, and is presently a 
graduate student at Peabody College of 
Vanderbilt University in Nashville.

Union Univ, presents 
Andrew Jackson drama

JACKSON — The life and times of Andrew 
Jackson will be dramatized here at Union 
University Oct. 8 as the college’s Lyceum 
Committee presents Franklin Conley’s two- 
act program, “Andrew Jackson — A Man for 
his Time.”

The historical production, free and open to 
the public, will be presented at 10 a.m. in the 
G.M. Savage Memorial Chapel. Following the 
presentation, Conley will deliver a lecture at 
2:30 p.m. in the W.D. Powell Theatre. The lec
ture, in which he will discuss his techniques,' 
is also open to the public.

Conley spent more than a year researching 
the life of Jackson to write and dramatize the 
one-man show, a psychological study of the 
seventeenth president. The characterization 
is neither one of complete admiration nor con
demnation, Conley said.

Conley earned a degree in speech and 
drama from Georgetown (Ky.) College, a 
Baptist school. He holds advanced degrees 
from George Peabody College, Nashville, and 
Southern Baptist Theological Seminary, 
Louisville, Ky. He has taught both drama and 
psychology on the college level.

Randall Nicholson called 
to Union Baptist Church

Union Baptist Church in Newport called 
Randall Nicholson as pastor last month. He is 
already on the field, coming from the 
pastorate of the mission of First Baptist 
Church in Oneida, where he served about a 
year.

A native of Mooresburg, Tenn., Nicholson 
attended the University of Tennessee and 
Clear Creek Baptist School in Pineville, Ky.

Hubbard takes post 
in Knoxville church

Kenneth Hubbard, pastor of Ridgedale Bap
tist Church in Chattanooga for the past six 
years, has accepted the call as pastor of Mt. 
Olive Baptist Church in Knoxville. He 
resigned from the Chattanooga church on 
Sept. 30.

Hubbard and his wife are former Southern 
Baptist missionaries to Kenya East Africa, 
where he was an evangelist and she worked 
with home and church studies. In addition to 
the Chattanooga pastorate, he has led con
gregations at Manchester and Loretto in Ten
nessee and in Poyner and Palestine, Tex.

He is a graduate of Belmont College in 
Nashville and earned the master of divinity 
and doctor of theology degrees from 
Southwestern Baptist Theological Seminary, 
Fort Worth, Tex.

Mrs. Hubbard is associational Woman's 
Missionary Union director for Hamilton 
County.
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Bible Puzzle
Answers on page 10

ACROSS

1 2 3 I4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11

12 13 14

15 16 17

18 H9 r°

21 22 23 24 25

26 2 7 28

29 30 31 32

33 34

35 Tn 37 38 39 40

41 43 44

45 46 47

48 49 50

51 52 53

1 King of Midian 
(Num. 31:8)

4 “—, or sword” 
(Rom. 8)

9 Pat
12 “that — might be 

swallowed up” 
(2 Cor. 5)

14 Academic degrees: 
abbr.

15 Florida city
16 “and let her — him” 

(IKi. 1)
18 Eight: comb, form
19 Sentence part: abbr.
20 New York time: 

abbr.
21 Ankara
22 Kind of glass 

(Rev. 21:18)
24 Color
26 Love god
27 Most lateral point on 

the ala of the nose

29 “— all my fruits” 
(Luke 12)

32 “Thou waterest the
—” (Psa. 65)

33 Mother of dukes 
(Gen. 36:16; poss.)

34 Plural suffix for 
rebell or ambit

35 Unit of money: abbr.
36 Beaches
38 Man’s nickname
41 Drinking vessel
43 Army men: abbr.
44 Nautical word
45 “that was — among 

the rivers” (Nah. 3)
47 River of Damascus

(2 Ki. 5:12)
48 American Indian
49 “exhorted the 

brethren with--”
(Acts 15)

51 Medicine: abbr.
52 Man (1 Chron. 2:18)
53 Time abbr.

DOWN

1 “money of the sons 
of—” (Acts 7)

2 It shook the earth 
(Heb. 12:26)

3 Angry
4 City (1 Chron. 1:50)
5 Letter
6 Wealth
7 Israelite

(2 Sam. 17:25)
8 Caustic substance
9 Shunammite

(1 Ki. 1:3)
10 “and find —”

(John 10)
11 Their Serene 

Highnesses: abbr.
13 Telegraph money 

order: abbr.
17 Concerning
19 Farmer’s need
22 “enemies of the — of 

Christ” (Phil. 3)
23 Multitudinous onsets
25 Plural suffix for 

boot or goat
26 Old English letter: 

var.
28 Lands: abbr.
29 Not good
30 Doeg (1 Sam. 21:7)
31 “and — the church” 

(Acts 18)
32 Fishing poles
34 Mean
37 Golden (Rev. 8:3)
38 Fear
39 Adds
40 “there was a — of 

the Jews” (John 5)
42 Guarantee: abbr.
44 Aborigine: by 

shortening
45 Total
46 Candlenut
47 Grain beard
50 Sailor’s signal

By Jim N. Griffith
The widespread attitude of pessimism so prevalent today has a way of pulling life down 

to a lower level.
Certainly, we would have to agree that the world would be a better place in which to live 

if we accentuated the positive, eliminated the negative, and resolved to let opportunity do 
all the knocking.

Life, after all, is a matter of having the right attitude: Do you fret because roses have 
thorns or rejoice because in the midst of these thorns bloom beautiful roses?

Perspective is important. You have to hand it to the wife who always tried to give her 
husband a cheerful word when he came home from a hard day at the office. But one day she 
really had to work at it as she said: “Guess what, honey. Of our five children, four of them 
didn’t break an arm today.”

Blessed is that person who can laugh at troubles. That way, you may never run out of 
something to laugh at.

Revival in Thessalonica

CRYPTOVERSE
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Today’s Cryptoverse Clue: Q equals C

To change or correct 
your address

Attach in this space your address 
label found on the front page of your 
latest copy of the BAPTIST AND 
REFLECTOR. Please give your new 
address below—including your zip 
code. When changing address, please 
give two weeks notice. Please write, 
do not call address changes to insure 
accuracy.

P.O. BOX 2250 DANVILLE, VA. 24541 
PHONE 1804) 797-3277

BOWLING UNITED INDUSTRIES

COUPLES NEEDED
to serve as group care workers caring for 
boys and girls in a live in situation at our 
campus. Must be mature, responsible, and 
Christian.

Tennessee Baptist 
Children's Home

Box 519
Franklin, Tennessee 37064

Phone 615-794-6648

All correspondence relating 
to your subscription
should be accompanied by our address 
label. If you are receiving duplicate 
copies, please send both labels.

Address all requests to:

BAPTIST AND REFLECTOR
Post Office Box 347

Brentwood, Tennessee 37027

Name _________________________
Please Print

Address _______________________

City ___________________________

State Zip Code

LITTLE GIANT
____ The name to remember for

By Herschel H. Hobbs I
“Ye turned to God from idols to serve the 

living and true God; and to wait for his Son 
from heaven, whom He raised from the dead, 
even Jesus, which delivered us from the 
wrath to come” I Thessalonians l:9b-10.

Paul describes the beginning and continu
ing effect of revival in Thessalonica. The true 
test of such is not only immediate results but 
its long term fruit. The church in 
Thessalonica had both.

Pagan people “turned to God from idols to 
serve the living and true God.” “Turned” 
renders a compound verb (epistrepho) which 
means a definite, complete turning about. 
Here it involves a change of mind (the whole 
person) and course of action. It is the 
equivalent of the verb for repentance. Arndt 
and Gingrich (Lexicon) cites this verse to this 
effect.

They turned “to” (pros, face to face) God 
“from” (apo, away from) idols. Here “God” 
has the definite article, the one true God. “To 
serve” means to serve as a slave. From being 
slaves to dead, false idols they became slaves 
to “God, living and true” (see Rom. 6:12ff.).

As they served they continued “to wait” for 
God’s Son from heaven. He is Jesus who was 
crucified and raised from or out of (ek) the 
realm of the dead. He is “the one delivering” 
us “out of the wrath to come.”

“Wrath” (orge) means God’s abiding, 
universal opposition to evil. John the Baptist 
used it in terms of a desert fire (Matt. 3:7). 
Where is the only safe place from such a fire? 
Where the fire has already burned. Thus the

FMB encouraged 
by canal treaty

RICHMOND, Va. (BP) — The new Panama 
Canal treaties and the Oct. 1 changeover of all 
Canal Zone property to the Republic are ex
pected to bring only improvement in Southern 
Baptist mission work there.

“We feel very good about the ar
rangements,” said Charles W. Bryan, 
Foreign Mission Board secretary for Middle 
America and the Caribbean.

Bryan sees the land issue as a positive step 
for Baptists. “Before the new treaties, we 
were only able to lease the land where our 
mission offices, parsonages and other Baptist 
buildings are located and built. Now the land 
we leased will be turned over to Panama and 
we can buy that land.”

He explained that those who have built on 
the leased land have the first right to pur
chase the land. Bryan believes the land will 
be sold at “fair market price.”

“We feel the churches will be better off than 
before, because now they buy and own their 
property,” he said. “And we feel the govern
ment is acting fairly and is being very 
understanding in the matter.”

For more than a year, missionaries and 
pastors have been in contact with Panama
nian and Zone officials, talking about the pro
perty exchange. “It’s been handled very 
carefully,” said Bryan. “And we’ve not 
detected any heavy-handedness in this mat
ter.”

cross is the only safe place from God’s wrath, 
where his wrath was poured out upon his Son 
for us.

Here we see the entire gospel: the incarna
tion, cross, resurrection, ascension, second 
coming, and final judgment. Such a gospel is 
needed today.

Devotional

Off to college
By Dorothy Lipham Steen

“Train up a child in the way he should go: 
and when he is old, he will not depart from it” 
(Proverbs 22:6).

Fall has arrived. Schools are open
ing, and students are returning to classrooms 
everywhere.
If you are sending a 
young person away to 
college for the first 
time, you probably 
have mixed feelings. 
You want that child 
(he or she will always 
be a child to you) to 
have all the advan
tages of a good educa
tion. But you wonder 
if children of that
age are really able to be out on their own.

Before our son went off to college the first 
time, I was apprehensive, too. I spent about 
half the summer trying to get him to stop by 
our laundry room so I could instruct him in 
the art of sorting clothes, learning fabric 
temperatures, using bleach (for gym socks), 
and mastering washer and dryer intricacies. 
I don’t think he ever stayed ‘till the end of any 
of my lessons. He was always too busy or in a 
hurry to be somewhere else.

Imagine my surprise when, on Parents Day 
at the college, the first thing he showed us, 
after his room, was the laundry room in the 
dorm basement. He did have some blue 
underwear from the fading socks. But he had 
learned to cope.

Another bonus was realized on his first trip 
home. No dirty clothes! He had taken the 
responsibility of looking after his own^ieeds. 
All of my motherly concern had been un
necessary.

Of course, there are more serious worries 
than laundry, but most of them come out in 
the wash, too. Students will make a few 
mistakes, like the blue socks and white 
underwear or even more serious ones. Also 
they will learn from their mistakes and 
mature a bit in the process.

Most Christian young people will make the 
transition from Christian home to college 
without too many upsetting experiences. Put 
your students in God’s hands, and remember 
to pray daily that they can meet and sur
mount their tasks. If your children need help, 
they will let you know. Be there for moral sup
port and encouragement when they need it. If 
you don’t hear, they are solving their own pro
blems with God’s help and perhaps helping 
friends solve their problems.

Mrs. Steen is a member of Immanuel Bap
tist Church, Nashville, where she serves as a 
teacher in the adult dept.

FIBERGLASS BAPTISTRIES
SPIRES—CROSSES

WATER HEATERS 
KRINKLGLAS 

WINDOWS
Church credit plans available 

Free colored brochure
LITTLE GIANT MANUFACTURING CO., INC.
Dept. 6 / Box 518/Orange, Texas77630

Phone: 713-883-4246
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SBC leaders urge use of videotape
NASHVILLE (BP) - Videotapes will 

become a major factor in Southern Baptist 
Convention work in the next decade, par
ticipants at a video exploration conference at 
the SBC Sunday School Board concluded.

About 60 state executive secretaries and 
workers from state Baptist conventions and 
Southern Baptist agencies and boards 
discussed how Southern Baptists can utilize

Union's enrollment dips 
but full-timers increase

JACKSON—Union University’s fall enroll
ment of full-time students is up by 17 over last 
year, though its total headcount has dropped 
by 59 students.

Total enrollment is down to 1,158 from last 
year’s 1,217, but full-time students number 
1,078.

The Baptist college also posted gains in 
related areas with the highest freshman class 
enrollment in several years and a resident 
student population of 683, an increase of 11 
percent. Even though the college recently 
completed a $900,000 construction project 
which added room for 91 more residents, the 
student apartments were again filled to 
capacity and a small overflow had to be tem
porarily housed on the former campus.

The drop in total headcount was attributed 
to several crafts-related courses which were 
extremely popular last year among com
muting adults. Those adults will not be includ
ed in this year’s headcount because their 
classes have been transferred to Union’s new 
non-credit PEAK program.

★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★

* Citizen’s Corner *
By Jerry M. Self

Public affairs and Christian life
Jr consultant

Has anyone eversneezed right at the punch
line to your joke? That is how I felt last week 
when a key part of two sentences wandered 
away from my column. I wrote that a mar
riage enrichment retreat was fun and comfor
table. If you were to go on one, you would not 
need to fear pressure 
to reveal something 
dark and confidential 
about yourself. What 
came out from the 
typesetter suggested 
that such revelations 
would be found in a 
marriage enrichment 
retreat.

Oh well, on to other 
issues. Another vital 
approach to bring new 
life into a marriage can be found in a mar
riage encounter week-end.

The marriage encounter experience has 
many of the same goals as a marriage enrich
ment retreat, but encounter uses a somewhat 
different method. Begun by Catholics, it 
features lectures by a priest and planned 
comments by a leader couple. Then each cou
ple involved in the week-end finds a separate 
place either as individuals or as a pair to work 
on assignments.

The popularity of marriage encounter has 
led to a Jewish expression and other groups 
have adopted it with slight changes to fit their 
own perspective. Recently, a Southern Bap
tist expression of marriage encounter has 
developed.

This approach has been successful for a 
variety of reasons: There is a profound 
spiritual emphasis to the week-end. Marriage 
encounter enjoys an excellent word-of-mouth 
publicity. Encountered couples maintain con
tact with the organization and will eagerly 
provide baby-sitting services so that new 
couples can go on a week-end retreat.

If you are interested in the Southern Baptist 
expression of marriage encounter, write 
David and Mary Lu Smith, 805 Rodney Drive, 
Nashville 37205.

videotapes for teaching, training and com
municating.

“It is clear from listening to this group that 
we no longer have a choice about moving in 
the direction of using videotapes,” said Cecil 
Ray, general secretary of the North Carolina 
Baptist Convention who coordinated the two- 
day conference. “The question is how do we 
best get on with it.”

William R. O’Brien of the Southern Baptist 
Foreign Mission Board said it’s reasonable to 
assume that 10,000 Southern Baptist churches 
will have the equipment to utilize videotapes 
by 1984.

Bobbie Sorrill of the Woman’s Missionary 
Union said a method should be found to finan
cially help the convention’s smaller churches 
and associations to become involved in the 
usage of videotapes.

Kenneth Day of the Home Mission Board 
said his agency sees videotape usage as a 
strong means of supporting Bold Mission 
Thrust, the Southern Baptist plan of sharing 
the gospel with the world by the year 2000. 
“This is one way that we can give Southern 
Baptists a face in many parts of the country 
where we are not known,” he said.

Sunday School Board President Grady 
Cothen cautioned, “The world of video can do 
many things for all of us, but it is imperative 
that we all remember that videotapes can 
never replace the need for warm bodies.”

Ray said he would contact agency leaders 
“in the very near future” to discuss 
establishing an ongoing work group to map 
the convention’s strategy to utilize 
videotapes.

Pastors to receive
Missions Digest'
MEMPHIS (BP) — Five Southern Baptist 

Convention organizations have combined ef
forts to produce Missions Digest, a new 
monthly missions publication to be sent free 
to nearly 35,000 pastors.

The four-page digest, published by the 
Brotherhood Commission, Home and Foreign 
Mission Boards, Sunday School Board and 
Woman’s Missionary Union, will be a quick 
reference and update of the latest missions 
resources published by the five agencies.

Missions Digest will aid pastors with mis
sion sermon helps, mission quotes, short- and 
long-range planning ideas, brief mission 
features for use in church bulletins and news 
letters, regularly updated missions facts and 
a comprehensive listing of just-published or 
soon-to-be published missions information 
from throughout the world.

Missions Digest is a project of the Missions 
Education Council, established by the five 
agencies in response to the Missions 
Challenge Report adopted by the 1976 
Southern Baptist Convention in Norfolk, Va.
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On Matters of

Family Living
By B. David Edens

Director, Marriage and Family Program 
Stephens College, Columbia, MO 65201 

Moves tough on families
Moving up in the business world often 

means moving on, relocating the family with 
each transfer to a higher level of manage
ment. Children and women pay a high price, 
emotionally, for men’s successes, says a 
psychologist specializing in the problems 
created by frequent moving.

Kids “lose their credentials” each time the 
family moves, leaving behind the reputations 
they’ve earned on the playground, in the 
classroom and around the neighborhood, 
Ronald Raymond reminds in The Wall Street 
Journal. Their mothers have the same dif
ficulty; they too must begin at the beginning 
to establish their “credit” in the new environ
ment.

The father, on the other hand, enters the 
new community as a success, Raymond 
points out. He brings higher status along in 
his briefcase, because the new job respon
sibilities are reward and recognition.

At present, the majority of women give 
priority to their husbands’ career advance
ment. This can be expected to change as the 
number of two-career families increases, and 
ensuing battles may cause children’s share of 
the costs of parents' professional success to 
skyrocket.

Medical/dental group 
meets in November

MEMPHIS — An address by James Young 
on Southern Baptist missions efforts in 
Yemen will keynote the third annual meeting 
of the Southern Baptist Medical/Dental 
Fellowship which opens a three-day run Nov. 
2 in Orlando, Fla.

The Southern Baptist medical missionary 
will illustrate his presentation on the 
challenge of a Christian medical ministry 
with a film.

The three-day meeting at the Royal Plaza 
Hotel in Disney World is expected to attract 
300 physicians and dentists from throughout 
the United States who are interested in 
Southern Baptist missions.

The fellowship encourages its membership 
to take part in short term missions ministries 
in the United States and overseas.

Destined for the Throne 
by Paul E. Billheimer

“DESTINED FOR THE 
THRONE is the best book I 
have ever read on the true 
meaning of prayer in the life of 
the believer and the church. It 
puts prayer in the broad 
perspective of God’s eternal 
purpose, and this is important. 
The person who really grasps the 
message of this book will never 
again say, ‘Well, the least I can 
do Is pray for you!’ DESTINED 
FOR THE THRONE is a good 
balance to the many superficial 
books on ‘prayer’ that deal with 

. externals Instead of eternals, that 
promote novelty instead of 
reality.”

DESTINED 
FOR THE 
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A New 
Look at 
the Bnde 
of Christ

mer

Visit your Baptist Book Store or 
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CLC honors Dunn
NASHVILLE (BP) — James M. Dunn of 

Dallas was awarded the 1979 Distinguished 
Service Award by the Christian Life Commis
sion, the national social ethics agency of the 
Southern Baptist Convention.

Dunn, director of the Texas Baptist Chris
tian Life Commission since 1968, was 
recognized during the SBC Christian Life 
Commission’s annual meeting for his “unique 
and outstanding contributions in applied 
Christianity.” Foy D. Valentine, executive 
secretary, praised Dunn as a “tireless practi
tioner of Christian ethics; courageous cham
pion of applied Christianity; faithful ex
emplar of a Christian lifestyle; and consistent 
follower of the prophetic calling.”

An activist with impressive records in such 
areas as world hunger, aging, religious liber
ty and family life, Dunn is the 12th recipient of 
the national award established in 1965.

Scholarship named 
for academy student

A memorial scholarship fund, named for 
former Harrison-Chilhowee Academy student 
Barry Wayne Slaton, has been established at 
that institution, according to Hubert 
Smothers, academy president.

The scholarship was begun in cooperation 
with Northwest Missionary Baptist Church in 
Chicago, Ill. where Slaton was a member. 
Claude B. Kelley, his pastor, said that it was 
his (Slaton’s) intense love for Harrison- 
Chilhowee that prompted the congregation to 
set aside funds on a continuing basis.

The young man, a 1974 graduate of 
Harrison-Chilhowee, died from accidental 
carbon monoxide poisoning in February 1979. 
He was 23 at the time of his death. It was his 
desire to continue his education and eventual
ly return to coach at Harrison-Chilhowee, 
Smothers said. He had excelled in both foot-' 
ball and baseball at the academy.

The president said that funds from the 
scholarship will be held until a recipient is 
named.
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Baptist help in Nicaragua 
significant, survey shows

MANAGUA, Nicaragua (BP) — Southern 
Baptists have made a “significant contribu
tion’’ toward rehabilitation in Nicaragua, but 
their largest undertaking is yet to come, says 
an official of the denomination’s Foreign Mis
sion Board.

Following a four-day survey of the strife- 
torn country, John R. Cheyne, associate con
sultant for relief ministries, said the
emergency allocation in June of $20,000 for 
hunger relief made a valuable contribution.

But, he noted, the “major undertaking of 
Southern Baptists” will be a $30,000 allotment 
to be recommended at the October board 
meeting to help set up employment pro
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grams.
“Unemployment is the most serious pro

blem in the country right now,” said Cheyne. 
He emphasized, however, that the “country 
has made a fantastic beginning in recovery 
efforts” since open conflict ended.

For more than a year Nicaragua was torn 
by internal conflict between national guard 
forces of President Anastasio Somoza Jr. and 
the Sandinista National Liberation Front, 
which took control in July after Somoza fled 
the country.

Cheyne said, “One of the best organized 
relief programs I’ve seen” is being formed. 
He commended the Baptist Convention of 
Nicaragua for its community development 
program through which Southern Baptist 
missionaries in Nicaragua have been work
ing.

“What Southern Baptists have done may 
have contributed more to Nicaragua than 
anything they’ve ever done before,” said 
Stanley D. Stamps, veteran missionary to 
Nicaragua. Stamps, along with others, left 
the country in June when civil strife 
escalated. He has returned to resume his job 
in literature ministry and give assistance in 
rebuilding efforts. He said his literature 
ministry is building up rapidly again.

The $20,000 allocation has brought food to 
2,500 people, provided 150 families with loans 
of up to $500 for housing repair, and helped 
people replace household goods, purchase 
medicines, restart small businesses, and 
receive basic food subsidy during unemploy
ment, Cheyne said.

He noted the major portion of assistance to 
the national convention has come from the 
American Baptist Churches in the U.S.A., 
Inc., the Baptist World Alliance, Mexican 
Baptists, and the Southern Baptist Foreign 
Mission board.

“A spirit of almost jubilation” exists among 
the people, added Cheyne. But he said there’s 
still a desperate need for medicine in the 
country. The new government is “giving 
every appearance of taking a middle-of-the- 
road stance (and) welcomes assistance of 
groups from North America, like Southern 
Baptists,” he added.

Cheyne visited six of the country’s major 
cities and said up to 50 percent of the property 
in each city has been destroyed, affecting 
both industry and local commerce severely. 
“But,” he said, “things are coming back 
rapidly.”

UNIFORM SERIES
Lesson for Sunday, October 7

Christ gives meaning to life
By Jerry Heflin, Bible teacher

Harrison-Chilhowee Baptist Academy, Seymour
BASIC PASSAGES: Luke 12:22-31; Philippians 1:1-30
FOCAL PASSAGE: Philippians 1:19-30

This lesson is the first of eleven lessons 
which will examine three New Testament let

Heflin

ters: Philippians, Ephesians, and Colossians. 
The main theme of the study will be the Lord
ship of Christ in persons, churches and in the 
world. Unit one will focus on Philippians and 
the meaning of Lord
ship in the lives of per
sons.

Paul’s life, Christ
centered Phil. 1:19-21

Returning P.O.W.’s 
from Vietnam have 
made us aware of their 
soul-searching ex
periences as they were 
stripped of all but the 
barest of necessities of 
life. These men were 
forced to find a meaning for life that could 
survive despite privations of comforts, fami
ly, and country. A number of those returning 
have borne testimony to a new found relation
ship with the Lord. Their priorities were 
sifted, and they discovered that God, the Bi
ble, and the precious salvation of Christ were 
what gave meaning to life.

Paul was familiar with such cruel treat
ment. He, too, was a prisoner when his letter 
was penned. Stripped of all that one normally 
associates with successful living, Paul bares 
his heart, and we find revealed the motivation 
that propelled his great life forward. His real 
reason for living is Christ. Lordship of Christ 
transcended prison and even death. These 
were no longer the great issues of his life.

Imprisonment did not destroy Paul’s 
usefulness but became a tool for further 
spreading the gospel. In these passages we 
see that it was not prison conditions but the 
cause of Christ that was his great concern. He 
sets forth his “earnest expectation.” Wuest 
states that his expression (vs. 20) means “a 
person with head erect and outstretched, 
whose attention is ri vetted on one object.” 
Compared to Christ, all other issues were 
secondary, including life and death. He is 
more concerned with being ashamed of the 
gospel than he is of the possibility of dying for 
it.

In verse 21 Paul expresses the motivation to 
genuine fulfillment: Christ. What was life or 
death compared to Christ? Living, that is 
Christ. Dying, that is Christ all the more. A 
missionary named Vinson was once captured 
and his tormentors said they were going to 
shoot him. Was he afraid to die? He replied, 
“No! Shoot straight, boys, for the pierced 
heart shall send me into the presence of the 
Saviour.”

When Jesus is Lord, we don’t give up when 
the circumstances become difficult. The aim, 
the sum, the total of our lives is Christ; and 
we are assured that nothing can separate us 
from His love (Rom. 8:32-39). As Christ is, so 
are we in this world (I JN. 4:17).

A blessed dilemma Phil. 1:22-23
Remember the trite joke about the Chris

tian who was asked if he was ready to go to 
heaven, and he became extremely aggitated.
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When asked why, he replied, “I thought you 
were getting a load ready to go today.” How 
many of us have “let go” of the world and are 
anxious for home-going? Paul was ready. His 
secret is to be found in Gal. 6:14. He had 
already died to the world. It held no attraction 
for him. It was only a tool for reaching sinners 
for Christ. A liberating joy had come when he 
said goodbye to fame, name, and fortune. He 
was free from himself. He was free to enjoy 
all the good things of life but needed none to 
be joyful. He experienced a heavenly rebalan
cing that set aright his priorities. If Paul were 
to die in prison, he did not expect to ex
perience “soul sleep” but, instead, to be 
ushered into the presence of Christ (compare 
2 Cor. 5:8). The question for us is have we 
entered into the fulness by total surrender to 
the Holy Spirit (Eph. 5:17-18)?

A Choice for the benefit of others 
Phil. 1:24-26

Paul felt that God would not only open the 
bars but allow him to live to help nurture the 
Philippians on to maturity. I Tim. 1:3 infers 
that Paul did return to this region after he had 
been released from his first Roman imprison
ment.

Application to the church Phil. 1:27-30
In verse 27 “let your conversation be as it 

becometh the gospel” could be more clearly 
rendered “let your manner of life be worthy 
of the gospel.” Several suggestions are of
fered for effecting such worthiness:

1. (v. 27b) Stand firm whether Paul is or is 
not present. Their firmness was to be rooted 
in the Lordship of Christ and not of Paul. 
Christians sometimes act as though God 
doesn’t know what is going on because the 
preacher doesn’t know their sins.

2. (v.27) Act with a spirit and mind of unity. 
Jesus, in the great intercessory prayer of 
John 17, prayed that we would be as one; and 
through this oneness the world would know He 
was the Christ.

3. (v. 28) “Terrified” means startled or 
frightened as in a herd of horses. Christians 
are not to panic when opposition comes. They 
are to stand fearless, and this stand will serve 
as a witness to the oppressors that God will 
judge them. For believers, this will be a con
firmation of their salvation.

4. (v. 29-30) Be prepared to suffer. Corrie 
Ten Boom was our graduation speaker three 
years ago. She made a startling statement: 
“Sixty percent of the world’s Christians live 
in persecuted lands.” We may be called on to 
suffer.

What an attitude for a “jail bird.” Years 
ago this writer reading the following: Two 
men looked through prison bars, One saw the 
mud, the other the stars. Paul saw the Stars. 
The Lordship of Christ challenged every area 
of his life.

A PRAYER: Father, teach me to let go of 
the things I consider precious. Rearrange my 
priorities until I am totally absorbed with 
Jesus Christ. Give me a heavenly viewpoint of 
all that would oppress and discourage. Teach 
me to make a good confession. In Jesus' 
Name. Amen.

and renew a right spirit within me” 
(Psa. 51:10).
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life and work series
Lesson for Sunday, October 7

What is the Bible?
By George Lewis McGlothin, pastor 

First Baptist Church, Huntland

Scripture Passages: Hebrews 1:1-3; Deuteronomy 26:5-9; I John 1:1-4
King Jehoiakim tried to destroy God’s Word 

with a penknife. He failed!
Antiochus Epiphanes destroyed all the Old 

Testament books when he plundered the Tem
ple in 167 B.C. Yet, he too failed to wipe out 
God’s Word.
In the days of the
Roman Empire,
Celsus tried to destroy 
the Bible by his genius 
and Lucian by his 
satire. They too failed!

All attempts to 
destroy the Bible have 
failed. Why?

One reason is the Bi
ble is God’s Word.

Jesus said, “Heaven McGlothin

and earth shall pass away, but my words shall 
not pass away” (Matthew 24:35). A poll was 
taken asking adult Americans if they believed 
the Bible was God’s Word. Eighty percent 
responded affirmatively. One time, two 
women went through a concordance and 
marked the times God spoke to somebody, 
telling them what to say or do. These ladies 
found 1,800 such cases in Scripture. Definite
ly, the Bible is God’s Word.

The writer of Hebrews is addressing Jewish 
Christians who are either on the verge of or 
already in a backsliden condition. In the first 
three verses of Hebrews 1, this inspired 
writer tells them that God is still speaking 
through Jesus. However, he makes his point 
by saying that Jesus is the fulfillment of Old 
Testament Scriptures. What these Jewish 
Christians needed was to see Jesus in the Old 
Testament forms as the writer demonstrates 
in the rest of the book. Indeed, the writer 
believed that the Old Testament, what Jesus 
said, and the entire book of Hebrews was 
God’s word. We hold that all 66 books is the 
Word of God!

A young boy received a Bible for 
Christmas. Later his mother, cleaning his 
room, noticed the Bible’s flyleaf. He had his 
name written on it. Then, opposite the words 
“Given by,” the boy had written “God.” We 
should always remember that the Bible is 
God’s Word to us!

Another reason is the Bible is historically, 
scientifically, God’s true word.

The twentieth century will go down as a 
century that has discussed and debated the 
nature of the Bible. From the Modernist- 
Fundamentalist debate in the 1920’s, through 
the Lutheran Missouri Synod confrontation in 
the early 1970’s, to the 1979 Southern Baptist 
Convention in Houston, the nature of the Bible 
has been the issue. At this year’s convention, 
Southern Baptists reaffirmed the Bible, as 
described in the 1963 Baptist Faith and 
Message, to be “truth without any mixture of 
error.” For the first time, Southern Baptists 
defined that phrase. Wayne Dehoney, a 
former SBC president, said, “My interpreta
tion ... is that in the original autographs God’s 
revelation was perfect and without error — 
doctrinally, historically, scientifically, and 
philosophically ... I bring that and ask you to 
support it.” Southern Baptists did so.

Joseph Parker, the famed 19th century 
English preacher, used to sit for hours in his 
study, tapping an open Bible with his finger
tips and murmuring:

“This is history — exhausts all history! 
This is poetry — exhausts all poetry! This is 
truth — exhausts all truth!”

In Deuteronomy 26, the Israelites were told 
that, once in the land of promise, they were to 
bring a harvest offering and recite verses 5-10 
of that chapter, reminding them of their 
deliverance. God’s people not only believed 
the spiritual truth of His Word; they knew it to 
be an accurate account of their history.

D.L. Moody once was preaching about the 
Bible being true. A man stood and said, “Mr. 
Moody, I do not believe a single word in that 
collection of old wives’ tales you call your Bi

ble!”
“My dear man,” replied Moody, 

one verse in this Bible you are 
“There is 
forced to

believe: ‘Whatsoever a man soweth, that 
shall he also reap.’ If a man sows wheat, he 
does not reap potatoes or peanuts. Take the 
saloonkeeper, for example. He sows 
drunkards, and he will reap drunkards.” The 
man sat down as the audience broke into loud 
applause. Mr. Moody did not know the man, 
but the audience did. He was a saloonkeeper 
and all his children were drunkards.

Still another reason is the Bible is the living 
Word.

Jesus had turned John, that “Son of 
Thunder,” into an “Apostle of Love.” John 
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wanted to tell everyone about it. It is not by 
accident that out of the original apostles, John 
is the most evangelistic in his writings. Wher. 
a person loves Jesus as John did, he’ll go 
soulwinning, too! In I John 1:1-4, John says 
that he had experienced Jesus personally in 
his life, just as we today can experience the 
truth of God’s living Word.

When Stanley started across the continent 
of Africa, he had 73 books, but as the journey 
continued for days and weeks, he discarded 
all with the exception of one — the Bible. It is 
said that he read the Bible through three 
times on that trip. Why? The Bible is the liv
ing Word. John Wesley on many occasions 
referred to himself as a “homo unius libri” — 
a man of one book. Why? The Bible was alive 
to him.

C.H. Spurgeon found a worm-eaten Bible in 
a Scottish inn. Holding it up to the light, he 
noticed only one hole through which the light 
shone. One worm had eaten its way from 
Genesis through Revelation. Spurgeon 
prayed, “Lord, make me a bookworm like 
that.”

Are you a “bookworm’’ of God’s Word that 
is true and alive?
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are no simple answers.

What does your child mean to you? The object of 
your affections? Ch’ the victim of your needs? If the 
answer is a deep, dark secret, get help—through Parents 
Anonymous, L Jnited Way, Family Counseling Sendees, 
or the Child Welfare Department in your area.'And write 
us for a free booklet on child abuse. Libert)' National, 
Dept. A. Parents should know what they’re doing. 
Lives depend on it.

NATIONAL
UFE INSURANCE COMPANY

PO BOX2612/B1RM1NGHAM, ALABAMA35202

Make your decision now to visit

NATIONAL BIBLE MUSEUM 
when you are in Gatlinburg, Tenn. 

River Road Open: Monday-Sat.
Box 287 Ph. 615-436-4908

Bring your church group

CHURCH WITIM
At a price J

Any Church Can Afford
Write or call

ram bros.
MFC. CO.

Tel. (501) 675-2468

Booneville, Arkansas
72927



Pag* 12 Baptist and Raflactor October 3, 1979

SBC support quietly grows 
for church school movement

By David Wilkinson
NASHVILLE (BP) - The Christian school 

movement which swept many Protestant 
denominations during the early 1970s appears 
to be gathering quiet but growing support in 
the Southern Baptist Convention, a denomina
tion long known for its strong advocacy of 
public education.

Statistics are hard to come by, but a 1976 
study by the SBC Sunday School Board found 
189 schools associated with Southern Baptist 
churches, operating in 94 associations, with 
an estimated enrollment of 38,000 to 40,000 
students in grades 1-12. A “calculated guess’’ 
for 1979, says Bob Couch, church administra
tion consultant in weekday education for the 
board, is “in the neighborhood of 300” 
schools, with some 50,000 students. The SBC' 
has 35,400 churches.

Other indications that Southern Baptist sup
port for parochial education is gathering 
momentum include the following 
developments:

—The Sunday School Board now publishes 
age-graded Bible curriculum designed for 
Christian schools and conducts seminars on 
Christian school administration. “Our basic 
philosophy is that the Christian school is a 
ministry of the church and since the school is 
under the umbrella of the church, the Sunday 
School Board feels a responsibility to assist 
this ministry,” explains Ralph McIntyre, 
director of the board’s church and staff sup
port division.

—A Southern Baptist Christian School Rally 
held during the Southern Baptist Convention 
in Houston this attracted about 300 persons in
terested in Christian schools.

—Southern Baptists boast the largest Chris
tian School Association was formed this year 
to give impetus to the parochial school move
ment among Southern Baptists and to provide 
training opportunities for school ad
ministrators. According to Charles Freeman, 
headmaster of Houston’s Second Baptist 
Christian School and chairman of the associa- 
tion’s planning committee, the idea 
originated at a Sunday School Board seminar. 
“There was a growing feeling at that 
meeting,” he explained, “that it was time for 
Southern Baptists to unite their efforts in the 
vital ministry of day schools.”

Some kind of united effort among Christian 
school administrators may be possible, but 
unity of support for parochial education 
among Southern Baptists as a whole may be 
another matter. Although the issue has 
received little public debate, Southern Baptist 
opinions about the merits of Christian schools 
differ widely.

One of the most outspoken proponents of 
Christian schools is W.A. Criswell, the fiery, 
conservative pastor of First Baptist Church, 
Dallas, which owns and operates First Bap
tist Academy with 630 students in 
kindergarten through grade 12. Criswell told 
the Houston parochial school rally that the 
Christian schools hold the key to survival for 
Americans and for Southern Baptists.

“I’d like for the Sunday School Board, I’d 
like for the (SBC) Executive Committee ... to 
tell me where the great leaders are coming 
from except from the boys and girls we’re 
training in our Christian schools,” he pro
claimed. “If we don’t train them and guide 
them in the Christian way, then we have no 
future as Baptists.”

Criswell and other Christian school ad
vocates believe that the parochial school can, 
and should, be an integral part of the church’s 
overall ministry.

“Church members interested in propaga
tion of the gospel should not object to an arm 
of the church offering academic education,” 
comments Tommie Hamilton, principal of 
Houston’s Long Point Baptist School. “The 
aim of Christian schools is education of the 
student for the glory of God. This should be 
the ultimate aim of every activity of the 
church.”

In addition, many see the church-owned, 
church-operated school as a viable alter
native to public schools which they believe 
have gone morally and academically sour.

When done properly, says the Sunday School 
Board’s Couch, an academically sound 
parochial school offers the advantage of 
“total education, education that emphasizes 
development of the whole person, including 
moral and spiritual growth, which the public 
school cannot do.”

Larry Lewis, pastor of Tower Grove Baptist 
Church, St. Louis, had “some hesitation” 
about his church starting a parochial school. 
But “the thing that changed my mind was a 
constant flood of people moving to the 
suburbs because of their extreme dissatisfac
tion with public schools,” he says. “Most of 
what we are trying to achieve in the Christian 
home was being discounted in the public 
schools. There was a time when the public 
school was an extension of values taught in 
the home,” Lewis continues. “But in most 
places that is no longer true.”

Success of the racially-integrated Tower 
Grove Elementary School, he says, has con
verted him from a “reluctant” to an “en
thusiastic” supporter of parochial education. 
Criswell is even more emphatic. The 
parochial school, he stresses, represents “the 
greatest open door churches have today.”

Other Southern Baptist leaders, however, 
aren’t so sure. Some, in fact, insist that the 
Christian school comprises the integrity of 
the Southern Baptist corporate witness and 
hampers efforts in race relations.

John Havlik of the Home Mission Board’s 
evangelism section believes the majority of 
Protestant parochial schools were establish
ed to circumvent public school desegregation. 
And he argues that even if the school did not 
begin for that reason, it usually is perceived 
that way, particularly by the black com
munity, damaging the credibility and integri
ty of a denomination which, he says, has 
made more inroads into the ethnic population 
than any other evangelical body.

Havlik is also concerned that the parochial 
school, which he believes segregates on the 
basis of one’s ability to pay, contributes to the 
denomination’s increasing movement toward 
middle-class status, which isolates it from the 
poor. “If we protect a certain type of culture 
—in our case, white, middle-class culture — 
then anytime we think we’re reaching dif
ferent kinds of people, we’re mistaken. As for 
the Christian school, I don’t see how it can 
claim to reach out to poor people, because 
simply, they cannot afford it.”

Emmanuel McCall, director of the Home 
Mission Board’s department of cooperative 
ministries with National (black) Baptists, 
believes a growth in Southern Baptist 
parochial schools “will have a negative im
pact on what we’re trying to do to evangelize 
the nation.”

McCall says blacks already “question, 
because of our separateness, whether our 
white churches are really Christian,” and 
parochial schools contribute to this percep
tion. “Blacks wonder whether we’re really 
serious about the gospel message. They doubt 
our commitment to open fellowship, and the 
private school thing often becomes an il
lustration of our insincerity. ‘If you’re really 
serious,’ they say, ‘then what are you going to 
do about these so-called Christian schools?’ 
They see’our evangelism in programs like 
Bold Mission Thrust as a sham.”

Regardless of churches’ intentions, 
believes McCall, parochial schools "will be 
judged on the past, and the past does not 
speak too highly of Southern Baptists’ com
mitment to open fellowship.”

“Racism and classism” were the two prin
cipal factors which led Second Baptist 
Church, Memphis, to reject a proposal to 
sponsor an elementary school in the Briar
crest system, even though the church, accord
ing to pastor James Hatley, had given 
“serious consideration” earlier to starting a 
parochial school.

“Every parent has both a right and a 
responsibility for the education of his 
children” Hatley comments. “But the Chris
tian parent has an additional responsibility — 
to want the same for all parents’ children.”

Other Southern Baptist churches which

AUTHOR SIGNS WITH BROADMAN—H.I. Hester (left), author of two of Southern 
Baptist most popular textbooks, talks with Dessel Aderholt, director of Broadman 
Press, following the signing of a recent agreement to transfer the copyright of the 
books to Broadman. Prior to signing with Broadman, Hester sold over 300,000 
copies of the books as a private venture from his home in Liberty, Mo.

Guatemalan feels 'call'
to eerie village of Zunil

By Jennifer Hall Anderson
ZUNIL, Guatemala (BP)—The sun doesn’t 

linger at dusk over this Quiche Indian village 
sunk in a bowl of mountains, it drops and 
vanishes behind a volcano.

And although Zunil is veiled in darkness, 
fires from the multitude of adobe homes ter
raced along the valley floor create a certain 
glow as seen from the road above.

Barefoot women, carrying babies on their 
backs and balancing baskets of food on their 
heads, chatter softly as they walk the dirt 
paths home. Then a knife of darkness slashes 
the quaint picture.

Overpowered by blackness, three crude 
wooden chairs sit in a row, backed by a cross 
made of tree limbs. Everything is black with 
soot. The area is shared by a roof held on 
poles. It, too, is black. Smoke rises from a pile 
of ashes—all that’s left from a sacrifice 
burned by witch doctors.

The scene reeks of ceaseless despair as 
eyes follow a worn path to one house. It’s a 
special place—it houses San Simon, the 
village idol. The idol, made of wood, carved 
with life-size head, body and limbs, is treated 
as if it were human. Because it’s night, the 
idol is in bed, covered with richly-woven 
handmade blankets. Candles flicker in the 
dank room. Whiskey bottles line the sides like 
wallpaper.

The woman watching over the idol warns 
against “waking him up.” She and the other 
villagers worship San Simon. They lavish 
“him” with cigarettes, liquor, and fine 
clothing. But out of each pack of ciragettes, 
San Simon only gets one; and just a small por
tion of a quart bottle of liquor is poured down 
the idol’s wooden throat. Those who guard 
San Simon get the rest.

Zunil is no longer serene; it’s eerie. But to 
Narciso Poz and George Hardeman, it’s a 
challenge for the gospel of Jesus Christ.

Poz, a Guatemalan, and Hardeman, a

have decided to forego any involvement in 
parochial education haye done so on more 
pragmatic grounds, based on factors such as 
cost requirements for renovation and new 
construction, difficulties with accreditation 
procedures, dual use of the church’s facilities 
and priorities within the overarching objec
tives of the church.

Reggie McDonough, secretary of the Sun
day School Board department which prepares 
the Bible curriculum for Christian schools, 
agrees that a parochial school is not feasible 
for many Southern Baptist churches. But he 
believes a parochial school can be “a 
legitimate method for a church to meet its 
mission.” And the Southern Baptist Christian 
school movement, he predicts, will 
“mushroom” in the next few years.

Southern Baptist missionary from Greenville, 
S.C., believe that villagers, decieved by idol 
worship, need help. They began with a door- 
to-door survey of those interested in a Bible 
study. “We went to every house in the 
village,” Hardeman said with a sweeping 
gesture. “Every house. Not one person was 
interested. They said ‘no’—politely—but 
‘no.’”

Poz, a believer for several years who quit 
his job to enter seminary and prepare for the 
pastorate, is determined to see Zunil on the 
road to Christianity.

Discouragement overwhelmed him when 
he began in Zunil. “One of the first people I 
talked to was the mayor. He told me to get out 
of town. I told him, ‘Jesus loves you.’”

Poz left Zunil for seminary. Now, two years 
later, he’s back working weekends in the 
village and things have changed. “People are 
friendlier,” he says. “Some still close their 
doors on me, but I feel they’re more recep
tive.”

He feels no bitterness, only compassion. He 
says, “I know they need to know Jesus. My 
basic drive is the Holy Spirit pushing me to 
Zunil. Now it’s my responsibility to preach 
the Word.”

He feels no fear. “I know there may come a 
day when those who control the idol wor
shipers might harm me—they might stone 
me— but I’m going to preach the Word.”

As he reflected on his “calling” to that 
village, Poz proclaimed he’s “almost 100 per
cent sure that someday there’s going to be a 
work in Zunil.”

Sitting at his friend’s side, Hardeman ex
pressed gratitude for Narciso Poz and his 
strength: “He has a long road ahead of him. 
Pray for him; it’s rough work.”

Golden Gate adds faculty; 
begins program in Alaska

MILL VALLEY, Calif. (BP) - Golden Gate 
Baptist Theological Seminary has added nine 
persons to the faculty for the fall semester 
and announced establishment of a continuing 
education program in Anchorage, Alaska.

Joining the instructional staff as visiting 
professors are: J.P. Allen’, reitred director of 
audience response for the Southern Baptist 
Radio and Television Commission and former 
pastor of Broadway Baptist Church, Fort 
Worth, Texas, as professor of preaching; Bob 
D. Compton, missionary to Costa Rica, as 
professor of church history; and H. Cornell 
Goerner, retired secretary to West Africa as 
professor of missions.

The seminary will send Allen to Anchorage 
to teach the Gospel of John and preaching in a 
contemporary setting in October during mor
ning and evening classes to pastors, church 
staff workers and lay leaders.


