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TBSC OFFICERS—Ken Ross (left), outgoing president of the Tennessee Baptist 
Service Corporation’s Board of Directors, congratulates the new president, Amon 
Swanger. Other officers are vice-president, Tom Patton (right), and secretary, 
Mrs. Thomas Bryan (second from right).

TBSC pledges cooperation; 
Swanger elected president

Baptism increase leads 
1978-79 SBC projections

The Board of Directors of the Tennessee 
Baptist Service Corporation at its meeting 
last week elected officers, approved a resolu
tion concerning the sale of Belmont Plaza, 
and affirmed its intent to comply with the 
recommendations of the TBSC Study Com
mittee.

The meeting was held Dec. 3 at the Baptist 
building in Brentwood.

Amon Swanger, a member of Brainerd 
Baptist Church, Chattanooga, was elected 
president of the board, succeeding Ken Ross, 
a member of Woodmont Baptist Church, 
Nashville. Other officers elected were vice- 
chairman, Tom Patton, Jackson, and 
secretary, Mrs. Thomas Bryan, Nashville.

These three officers, along with Ross and 
Clarence Stewart, were named to serve as the 
board’s executive committee. The commit
tee’s chairman will be Stewart, pastor of 
Pulaski’s First Baptist Church.

The Board of Directors approved a resolu
tion in support of the action of last month’s 
state convention that Belmont Plaza be sold 
to Belmont Plaza Inc,, a group of Tennessee 
Baptist lay people.

In other action the directors passed a mo
tion which pledged their “full cooperation 
with the spirit and the letter” for a report 
made by the TBSC Study Committee. The 
committee was authorized by the Executive

Royal palace hosts 
worship in Morocco

RABAT, Morocco (BP)-William R. 
Tolbert, president of Liberia, requested and 
was granted the right to attend a private wor
ship service at the royal palace here during a 
recent visit to the Muslim state of Morocco 
where Christian worship and witness are 
restricted.

H. Vai Frailey, pastor of Rabat Protestant 
Fellowship and a Southern Baptist represen
tative in Morocco, conducted the service in 
the guest quarters of the palace for Tolbert 
and his entourage.

Tolbert, pastor of a Baptist church in 
Liberia and president of the Baptist Conven
tion of Liberia, had been unable to attend 
regular local Protestant services because of a 
schedule conflict.

Board to investigate the relationship between 
the TBSC and the state convention. (The com
mittee’s full report was printed in the Sept. 19 
issue of the Baptist and Reflector.)

The TBSC director’s motion also expressed 
appreciation for the committee and its report.

During its Dec. 3 meeting, the Board of 
Directors approved the audit and voted to 
ratify next year’s budget, which had been ap
proved earlier by a mail ballot.

Wade Darby, TBSC executive director, told 
the board that there are currently 90 residents 
in 70 units at the Deer Lake Retirement 
Village in Nashville. The village, which will 
eventually contain about 140 units, is being 
constructed by Retirement Housing Services. 
When it is completed, possibly next fall, the 
TBSC will become owners and managers of 
the common ground at the village.

Darby also reported that Baptist Health 
Care Center in Lenoir City continues to 
operate at full capacity with a minimum of 
problems. The TBSC holds the sublease to 
operate the nursing home facility.

The next meeting of the TBSC Board of 
Directors is scheduled for June 2, 1980. The 
executive committee is scheduled to meet 
next on March 3,1980.

Memphis 'church' featuring 
slot machines loses appeal

WASHINGTON (BP)—The Southgate Chapel and Recreation Center in downtown 
Memphis is out of business.

The U.S. Supreme Court has let stand a lower court ruling affirming the conviction of 
Paul E. Vance, who described himself as the minister of what turned out to be a 
gambling establishment.

Vance was convicted three years ago, sentenced to two-to-three-years in the state 
penitentiary and fined $1,000.

Vance argued throughout his lengthy appeal that the chapel and recreation center, 
sponsored by the so-called Christian Church of Faith, was discriminated against by 
Memphis police. He said that if the vice squad looked into his operation, it ought also to 
check out local Catholic church and jewish synagogue bingo games.

He also said that his church was legitimate because it held services every Sunday, 
had a minister, held group sessions, helped drug addicts and the homeless, and gave 
away money to children for bus fares.

Tennessee’s assistant attorney general, on the other side, argued that although the 
state could not subject Vance and his “church” to “a test of orthodoxy or good faith,” it 
nevertheless “can and frequently must determine what groups and activities are 
religious” in the context of the First Amendment.

By Jim Lowry
NASHVILLE (BP)—Initial projections 

from Southern Baptist churches indicate a 
significant rise in baptisms for the 1978-79 
year, plus increases in mission expenditures, 
total receipts, church music and Brotherhood 
enrollments, and church membership.

Losses are projected in Sunday School, 
church training and Woman’s Missionary 
Union enrollments.

All of the projections are made on the basis 
of figures from three-fourths of Southern Bap
tist churches. Final figures, based on infor
mation from about 35,500 churches, will be 
released in February 1980, and will differ 
slightly from projected figures.

The baptism total is predicted to increase 
by 9.7 percent for the 1978-79 year after a loss 
last year of more than 9,000, or almost 3 per
cent. The projected increase this year 
represents more than 32,000 additional bap
tisms, bringing the total to more than 368,000. 
The upturn would end a three-year decline.

Harold C. Bennett, executive secretary- 
treasurer of the Southern Baptist 
Convention’s Executive Committee, said the 
increase in baptisms is “significant, and 
establishes the direction for the years ahead. 
It is a reflection of an added interest in the 
basic purpose of the churches in reaching peo
ple for Christ."

“Even with this advance,” he added, “we 
are a great distance from accomplishing our 
goals of Bold Mission Thrust. Personal com
mitment and sacrifice are mandatory 
because there is so much to be done in the 
name of Jesus Christ.”

Mission expenditures are expected to be up 
by 10.5 percent this year, bringing the total to 
nearly $350.2-million—an increase of more 
than $33-million. Total receipts of Southern 
Baptist churches should go over $2.2-billion 
during the year, an increase of 11.8 percent, 
or more than $234-million.

Church music has the largest projected pro
gram enrollment percentage increase, with 
2.8 percent, or 39,891, to bring the church 
music total enrollment to more than 
1.465-million. The increase continues a trend 
in church music enrollment, which has been 

rising since the first report in 1957, except for 
two years when changes were made in the 
reporting process.

William J. Reynolds, secretary of the 
church music department, said, “The splen
did increase reported by the churches 
...reflects the excellent leadership of church 
music directors.”

Brotherhood enrollment is estimated to 
post a one percent gain for the year, just over 
a 4,600 increase. That brings the total to more 
than 471,000.

James H. Smith, executive director of the 
Brotherhood Commission, expressed 
gratitude “for this growing commitment of 
men and boys to Christian missions as ex
pressed by the increase in enrollment, and for 
the effort of state Baptist brotherhood leaders 
and others in presenting missions oppor
tunities to churches with such conviction.

“It is my prayer that this growing interest 
is but a prelude to a mammoth mobilization in 
the churches of men and boys for missions 
outreach and ministry during the ‘Decade of 
the Laity’ starting in 1980.”

Church membership is projected to climb 
by 1.4 percent to a total of almost 13.4-miUion. 
The gain represents 184,758 new members in 
Southern Baptist churches, compared to an 
increase of 113,780 last year.

Woman’s Missionary Union enrollment is 
projected to be down by one percent this year, 
to a total of 1,084,016. The loss represents 
almost 11,000.

“In January the executive board of the 
Woman’s Missionary Union will consider a 
massive strategy for enlarging the number of 
churches reporting WMU organizations,” 
said Carolyn Weatherford, executive director 
of the WMU. “There’s only so much that can 
be done at a national level, however.”

The anticipated loss in enrollment for the 
Sunday School program of 0.1 percent 
represents an expected loss of 7,338, which 
will leave the total enrollment at more than 
7.3 million. This small loss is significant 
because Sunday School enrollment was down 
by more than 92,000 last year.

“1 am not pleased with a 7,338 loss in Sun
day School enrollment,” stated Sunday 
School department secretary Harry Piland, 
“not when there are millions in our nation not 
involved in any kind of Bible study. I am, 
however, encouraged by the fact that the loss 
is far less than last year.”

In the church training program, a loss of 
nearly 32,000, or 1.8 percent, is projected for 
the 1978-79 year, making the total enrollment 
more than 1.74 million.

“We have spent a year of intensive work in 
streamlining and strengthening all aspects of 
church training,” commented Roy Edgemon, 
secretary of the church training department, 
“and we are now focusing on discipleship and 
doctrinal training as never before to help 
church members in Bible doctrine and assist 
them in Christian growth.”

Projected statistics are taken from infor
mation on the Uniform Church Letter, sub
mitted annually by churches in the Southern 
Baptist Convention. Statistics for the pro
jected figures were taken from the first 26,309 
letters received by the research services 
department of the Southern Baptist Sunday 
School Board.
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Hope reaches refugees
By Bobbie Durham

Nguyen Minh Man’s hope was beginning to 
wane. He and his wife and son were among 
6,000 refugees crowded into a camp at 
Songkhla, Thailand—a camp designed to hold 
1,000 persons.

They had been in the camp for six months, 
after an escape from Vietnam, and had 
received no word of anyone from the United 
States willing to sponsor them.

Would they live in these conditions in
definitely? Had they made a mistake trying to 
escape from their homeland and the com
munist regime? Would they get sick and die in 
a strange place? Were there people across the 
sea who cared? Did anyone care?

At the same time Man’s thoughts were 
becoming enundated with questions and 
misgivings, members of First Baptist Church 
in Gallatin, Tenn, were praying that God 
would send a refugee family to whom they 
could minister. That family was to be Nguyen

'FOR MY SON’—Nguyen Minh Man risked his life to escape Vietnam "for freedom 
and for my son," he explained. Here, 13-year-old Nguyen Minh Tri studies 
mathematics homework from Gallatin Junior High School.

Minh Man, his wife Dinh Thi Loan, and 
13-year-old son Nguyen Minh Tri.

A public address system set up in the 
refugee camp was the beginning of the new 
assurance for Man and his family. The p.a., 
which ran all day, offered news from Vietnam 
and Cambodia, information on refugees, 
music, and entertainment. And, it offered one 
more thing: a message about a man named 
Jesus Christ.

Man and his wife and son heard the 
message. It relayed to them that even though 
they were filled with anxiety and fear, they 
could have an investment in the future 
through Jesus Christ. It slowly replaced their 
sentiments of apprehension with new words— 
words like outlook, tomorrow, and expectan- 
C^' Sponsorship found

The message was re-inforced when 
Southern Baptist missionary Dorothy 
Mosteller came to the couple, witnessed to 
them, and told them there was a Baptist 
church in the United States which wanted 
them to become a part of their family.

A few weeks later, the Man family moved 
into a small home in Gallatin. Within a few 
days, Man was employed at Donally Printing 
Co. there, and his son was enrolled at Gallatin 
Junior High School. The words “outlook,” 
“tomorrow,” and “expectancy,” became 
viable terms in their vocabularies.

Man’s story is being repeated in numerous 
locations throughout Tennessee. Baptist 
associations, churches, couples, and groups 
are now responding to a plea for another 
chance at life from a people who have lost all 
of their material belongings in order to gain 
one vital possession: freedom.

Churches which have sponsored families 
report rewards in every area of resettlement. 
Southeast Asian families are being welcomed 
into communities, they are being offered 

employment by local companies and in
dustries; and most, for the first time, are 
hearing the gospel of Jesus Christ.

Preparation for receiving the new families 
is handled locally through church mission 
committees, Woman’s Missionary Union 
groups, Sunday School classes, or family 
groups within the fellowship. Resettlement 
cost to the church is minimal, usually involv
ing only incidental costs. The sponsor has no 
responsibility for transportation costs to the 
United States; and each member of the 
refugee family receives an initial transitional 
allowance from the Church World Service in 
New York. Additionally, the Home Mission 
Board in Atlanta and the Church World Serv
ice will provide other assistance if required. 
Government aid is also available.

Church expresses commitment
“Our church voted to sponsor a refugee 

family, and that meant to sponsor them,” 
Harold Allen, pastor of the Gallatin congrega

tion said. “We even thought we would have to 
pay transportation costs, but we did not. No 
one is legally bound for anything, but our 
church considers this ministry as missions in 
reverse. We will do anything that is 
necessary, financially or otherwise, to give 
these people an opportunity for a new life.” 
The congregation’s commitment is so evident 
that Castalian Springs Baptist Mission of the 
church has inquired into refugee sponsorship.

Trace Creek Baptist Church in New 
Johnsonville, a congregation of 348, is 
awaiting the arrival of an 11-member In
dochinese family.

Initially, the church voted unanimously to 
sponsor a family. They contacted the Home 
Mission Board, which coordinates the ar
rangements, and requested a small family. In 
a later telephone conversation with the board, 
the Ly Cam Sang family was discussed. The 
church learned that the family was in 
desperate circumstances. When the refugee 
committee from the church met following the 
phone call, the feeling was unanimous: “Let’s 
take responsibility for them, and accept 
assistance if we need it,” they declared.

After the New Johnsonville community 
learned that Trace Creek was to sponsor a 
family, a local attorney offered a small frame 
house to the church for the family. The house 
was in need of major repair, but the commit
tee accepted the offer and began work on the 
house. It was decided that the men of the 
church would be in charge of repairing the 
house and hauling donated furniture. The 
ladies secured furnishings, linens, clothing, 
and food.

A team of retired men gave many hours of 
labor repairing the house. A list of grocery 
needs was published in the church bulletin, 
and the people responded.

Member Mary Waggoner assumed the

as Baptists respond
responsibility of language instruction. She 
has enlisted several others to assist her and 
made plans to offer an instructor to each Viet
namese adult, using the Laubach method. A 
Vietnamese housewife who lives in a nearby 
town offered her services to help with the 
reception of the family.

The first of many job offers came at the 
conclusion of the Sunday morning worship 
service following the agreement to sponsor a 
family. The owner of a garage offered work 
and housing for one or more of the men. The 
director of a nursing home sent word that the 
church could count on employment for some 
of the women. A local contractor made known 
the availability of a job.

Pastor William D. Fox visited the 
neighborhood where the family is to live to in
form the residents of the proposed plan. 
“Although none of the neighborhood families 
are members of Trace Creek Baptist Church, 
no one objected to having a refugee family for 
neighbors,” he stated.

A young Vietnamese brother and sister liv
ing in Nashville were welcomed as employees 
at Steiner Sanitary Wiping Co. there. Anh 
Xuong La, 19, and her brother Xuan Xuong 
La, 21, have been in the United States four 
months. They are sponsored by Norman and 
Sue Jameson, members of Richland Baptist 
Church.

Steiner Liff Industries, Nashville, has 
employed 30 Southeast Asian refugees in the 
past several months. “They have proven to be 
worthy employees who want to express their 
individual dignity,” Louis Gangi, vice- 
president of personnel for the company, told 
Baptist and Reflector.

In Fayetteville, the Elk Cotton Mills has of
fered employment and assistance to First 
Baptist Church in their efforts at sponsoring 
three “new American families.” The church, 
as a unit, will sponsor a family of six 
Laotians, scheduled to arrive this week. Addi
tionally, two families within the church have 
asked to sponsor a small family each.

The first set, two brothers from Pske, Laos, 
arrived at Huntsville, Ala., Dec. 1. They are 
being sponsored by Thomas and Margorie 
Redden.

The church’s family will consist of a 
mother, Youpha Nachampassak, her four 
daughters, and one son. Church officials do 
not know the status of the father. Preparation 
for receiving the families is similar to that at 
other churches, utilizing a special missions 
committee, the WMU, and numerous 
members.

“We are committed to do this,” Reuben 
Trussell, First Baptist Church pastor, said. 
“We are told that- Southern Baptists, in 
general, are just now getting into this (spon
sorship) in comparison with other denomina
tions. We also learned that Tennessee Baptist 
churches have ranked very close to the bot
tom in sponsorship,” he added.

Priority number one for the church will be

A NEW LIFE—AND, A NEW LIFE—In 
coming to America, Nguyen Minh 
Man and his wife Dinh Thi Loan, found 
a new life and a life eternal. Harold 
Allen, pastor of First Baptist Church in 
Gallatin, baptized them following 
their professions of faith last month.

LANGUAGE TRAINING—Reuben 
Trussell, pastor of First Baptist Church 
in Fayetteville, shows Laotian 
refugee Khamphanh Sothikhoun 
some basic English words. Church 
members Thomas and Margorie 
Redden are sponsoring Sothikhoun 
and his brother Somsack.

to teach English to the families. Help in train
ing for literacy missions is available through 
the TBC missions department. Later, each 
family will receive a Laotian New Testament, 
provided to the church by The Gideons Inter
national.

There was some concern expressed about 
the family having no household head. Trussell 
admitted that it may take a little more effort 
to get the family on a self sufficient basis, but 
he also pointed out “how committed and 
determined the mother must be in wanting to 
keep her family together.”

Salem Baptists active
Twenty-seven member churches, compris

ing Salem Baptist Association voted at their 
annual meeting this fall to sponsor a refugee 
family. Director of missions Abe Silliman told 
the state paper that execution of the resettle
ment will be administered by the associa- 
tional missions committee. Six other commit
tees will lead in language development and 
personal needs, food supplement, housing and 
furnishings, employment, spiritual develop
ment, and finances.

“We have interviewed management 
throughout the area and have gotten good 
response,” Silliman said.

Two churches in Memphis and one in 
Jackson account for other resettlement 
stories. Both First and Second Baptist 
Churches in Memphis adopted families. Since 
the 13-member Quong Le family of First 
church is now nearly self supporting, the 
church is looking forward to adopting another 
family, staff member Henry Love said. In 
most cases, larger families contain more than 
two adults, and it is common for them to con
sist of in-laws, uncles, brothers, and sisters. 
This also means more working adults, which 
helps the family become self sufficient more 
quickly. In the Quong Le family, four men are 
employed.

Quong’s brother Du Le, has a wife and three 
children in a refugee camp in Malaysia, Nor
man Godfrey, SBC Brotherhood Commission 
and First Baptist Church member, explained. 
“The church is looking for a way to get them 
here,” he said.

Englewood Baptist Church, Jackson, 
entered its missionary project in an unusual 
manner, Pastor Paul Williams recalled.

Suffering reported
Lan Hung, a Vietnamese nursing student at 

Union University who escaped with her 
mother after the fall of Saigon in 1975, began 
receiving letters from her brother in In
donesia. Nguyen Hue Hung told his sister that 
he, his pregnant wife, four children, and 
sister-in-law had escaped from Saigon in a 
wooden boat with 228 other Vietnamese. They 
traveled for 11 days and 12 nights. Arriving in 
Singapore, the boat was picked up by a ship 
which dragged them back out to sea “at a 

(Continued on page 3)
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CONVENTION PLANS — The Arrangements Committee of the convention 
discusses plans for the 1980 Tennessee Baptist Convention. Chairman John 
Perkins (right) presides as TBC president William Palmer (left) makes a proposal.

Pastor threatened, harassed 
following morality resolution

Schedule for 1980 TBC made 
by Arrangements Committee

The Arrangements Committee for the 1980 
Tennessee Baptist Convention held its first 
meeting Dec. 4 at the Baptist building in 
Brentwood. The convention will meet Nov. 
11-13, 1980, at Freedom Hall Civic Center in 
Johnson City.

John Perkins, pastor of Pinecrest Baptist 
Church, Johnson City, was elected chairman. 
Named vice-chairman was Leon Edwards, 
pastor of First Baptist Church of Ashland 
City.

After reviewing the 1979 TBC, the commit
tee made some preliminary decisions con
cerning next year’s meeting.

The 1980 TBC will follow the pattern of re
cent years with three sessions on Tuesday, 
three sessions on Wednesday, and conclude 
with the Thursday morning session.

The theme for the convention will be “Ten
nessee Baptists in Bold Mission Thrust.”

Two of the six major speakers were deter
mined by last month’s convention in Mem
phis. The president’s address will be 
delivered by the new TBC president, William

Response to refugees.
(Continued from page 2)

very high speed.” There was no food and no 
water left. “People were screaming and cry
ing and vomiting,” his letter related. They 
were finally cut loose from the ship, and 
drifted for awhile. Later, another ship found 
them, gave them food and water and direc
tions to Indonesia.

His final letter to his sister pled, “Find us a 
sponsor, so we can come to the United 
States.”

Lan went to Bob Agee, dean of religious af
fairs at Union; and Agee told her to go to 
Williams. The Jackson pastor called the 
Home Mission Board for procedure informa
tion and then shared the story with the 
deacons. “There was immediate approval by 
the deacons and the church that we should 
sponsor this family,” Williams stated.

Since their arrival, the members have 
received aid from the church, the Home Mis
sion Board, and the Catholic Charities 
Refugee Program, Memphis.

The nightmarish stories of occurrences 
before and after escapes from Southeast Asia 
were heard from nearly every family inter
viewed by the state Baptist paper.

In Gallatin, Man related that people in Viet
nam go to jail if the communists find out that 
they intend to leave, or if they are found with 
the address of anyone in another country.

Many of those escaping are former govern
ment workers, military, or police. Everyone 
has been put into categories by the new 
government, he explained. “Many times they 
will come at night and take one of your 

Palmer, pastor of Morristown’s First Baptist 
Church. The convention sermon will be 
preached by Kenneth Holland, pastor of Mt. 
Olive Baptist Church, Knoxville. The other 
four messages will be by three Tennessee 
pastors (one from each grand division of the 
state) and an out-of-state speaker.

The Arrangements Committee voted that 
the devotionals at the seven sessions will be 
brought by directors of missions in the state. 
The invocations and benedictions will be by 
student directors on Tennessee campuses.

The committee named James McDonald, 
TBC business manager, to be in charge of the 
exhibits, and Frank Charton, director of the 
TBC church music department, as coor
dinator of music at the 1980 TBC.

A subcommittee was named to examine the 
facilities of churches in west Tennessee who 
have issued invitations to host the 1981 state 
convention.

The next scheduled meeting of the Ar
rangements Committee will be Feb. 7 at 
Brentwood.

neighbors from his home. Maybe two years 
later, you will find out that your neighbor has 
been in jail all that time.”

Done for freedom
Man, who sold all of his possessions to buy a 

boat and escape with his family, said he did it 
“for freedom and for my son.”

In Saigon, he was a professor of public 
finance at the University of Cuntho. He had 
also served in the prime minister’s office, in 
the ministry of agriculture and land reform, 
on the faculty of law at the University of 
Saigon, and in several other posts. He was a 
candidate for a Ph.D. degree in economics in 
1975.

A few weeks ago, the Gallatin pastor bap
tized Man and his wife into the fellowship of 
the church.

“He came here wanting to know how to ac
cept Christ,” Allen explained. “But we waited 
until they had time to understand fully what 
that commitment means and the basis for 
their decisions ”

For Man, the great American dream in
cludes continuing his education and possibly 
becoming an accountant or professor. He has 
come a long way from his home in Vietnam 
and his “abiding place” at a refugee camp in 
Thailand.

But there are thousands of others whose 
hope is still waning. They are waiting. Will 
they get sick and die in a strange place? Will 
they drown at sea? Are there words for them 
like outlook, tomorrow, or expectancy?

Does anyone care?

Kim Cawley, pastor of Springhill Baptist 
Church, Paris, has received threatening 
phone calls, damage to his truck, and his of
fice has been vandalized as a result of a 
resolution he presented to the Western 
District Baptist Association.

The resolution, written by a Resolutions 
Committee of which Cawley was a member, 
criticized the Paris School Board, the daily 
newspaper and the county judge for not tak
ing strong action against three area high 
school teachers who were arrested for con
tributing to the delinquency of minors.

The teachers allegedly participated in a 
party with high school students during which 
there were reports of drug usage, alcohol con
sumption, and immorality.

The Baptist association’s resolution ex
pressed displeasure over the Paris Post
Intelligencer’s failure to “let the public know 
of the details and complete facts,” over the 
county judge who “neglected his respon
sibilities,” and over the school board’s failure 
to “take strong action.”

The judge chose to handle the case out of 
court, delegating the decision to an attorney 
who released the teachers without punitive 
action.

After the Post-Intelligencer released a 
story about the resolution of the Western 
District association, the school board fired 
the teachers.

Cawley, named in the paper as the 
“spokesman,” began receiving phone calls 
threatening his life and harm to his family. 
Then one night someone poured paint on his 
truck, threw a concrete block onto the hood, 
and put water in his gas tank.

Finally, the family decided to leave town 
for a week after Cawley’s office was ran
sacked one Saturday night in November. 
Vandals broke into the office at the church, 
overturned chairs and cabinets, pulled books 
from the shelves, and even ripped pages out 
of books, according to Cawley.

While the Cawleys were out of town, the

Seminar to explore 
church, families

NASHVILLE—"The Church Strengthening 
Families” will be the topic of a three-day 
seminar for church staff members and lay 
leaders, March 17-19, 1980, at Ridgecrest 
(N.C.) Baptist Conference Center.

Sponsored by the Southern Baptist Sunday 
School Board’s family ministry department, 
the seminar will include sessions on the home 
and Christian education, the family coping 
with change, the pastor’s role in strengthen
ing families, and how to design family 
ministry events.

Selective specialized ministry workshops 
will include topics such as single adult and 
senior adult ministries, marriage enrich
ment, deacon family ministry plan and 
intergenerational family ministry. For infor
mation write to Ridgecrest Baptist Con
ference Center, Ridgecrest, N.C. 28770.

Maryland paper names 
woman as assistant editor

LUTHERVILLE, MD. (BP)-Lyn Cov
ington of Bowie, Md., will become assistant 
editor of the Maryland Baptist, newspaper of 
the Maryland Baptist Convention, Dec. 17.

Covington, who will work under the direc
tion of editor Larry E. High, is a journalism 
graduate of Tift College, a Baptist school in 
Forsyth, Ga., and earned a master of 
religious education degree from 
Southwestern Baptist Theological Seminary, 
Fort Worth, Tex.

She has worked as an editorial assistant for 
a Washington, D.C., group lobbying for 
religious liberty, as a reporter for the 
Alvarado (Texas) Bulletin, as an intern on the 
Monroe County Reporter, Forsyth, Ga., and 
as editor of the student newspaper at Tift Col
lege,

teachers appealed the action of the school 
board and were reinstated with a five-day 
suspension.

Cawley said the threats and harassment 
stopped when the teachers went back to work.

Randall Phillips, pastor of Cottage Grove 
Baptist Church, Cottage Grove, and chair
man of the association’s Christian life com
mittee, said it is unfortunate that Cawley 
caught the reaction to the association’s ac
tion.

“The local paper, not understanding Bap
tist polity, immediately assumed that he 
(Cawley) was the spokesman,” Phillips ex
plained. “According to Baptist autonomy, 
that’s totally incorrect.”

He said the action was taken by the Resolu
tions Committee after people expressed con
cern about how the matter had been handled 
by the school board and the county court. He 
said it was the committee that wrote the 
resolution, not Cawley, and the messengers to 
the associational meeting passed it 
unanimously.

He said the teachers have since made a 
public apology, and he feels these and other 
teachers will be more careful about their con
duct in the future.

“I believe the association was right in tak
ing the stand,” Cawley said. “I think the com
munity woke up to what happened.”

He said the school board has a code of ethics 
and he has heard these will be distributed 
again to every teacher in the school system to 
remind them of the moral standards expected 
of them.

In an editorial published by the Post
Intelligencer after Cawley’s office was van
dalized, Editor Bill Williams defended 
Cawley.

“Vandalism and persecution aimed at the 
Rev. Kim Cawley because of his role in the 
dispute over the three dismissed teachers at 
Union County High School is a cowardly act 
that should be condemned by all citizens 
regardless of their stand on the teachers’ 
case,” he wrote. “People who engage in such 
acts reveal a weakness of mind and brutality 
of spirit. It smacks of the same mentality as 
the terrorism which stalks the Middle East— 
when reason fails, use violence.”

Cooperative Program 
sees big Nov. jump

NASHVILLE (BP)—November gifts to the 
national Southern Baptist Cooperative Pro
gram increased a dramatic 27.4 percent over 
the same month last year, to $5,981,606.

Designated gifts, boosted by contributions 
to world hunger, increased 58.6 percent over 
November 1978, to $730,700.

The increase in undesignated contributions 
is the largest since April 1976 when gifts of 
$4,270,687 were 29.6 percent ahead of April 
1975.

Ada Ruth Kelly, bookkeeper for the Ex
ecutive Committee, which distributes the 
receipts to the 19 boards and agencies of the 
Southern Baptist Convention, said the large 
November increase can be attributed heavily 
to the end-of-year overage given by the 
Alabama Baptist State Convention. Alabama 
Baptists increased their Cooperative Pro
gram contributions 85.1 percent over the 
previous November, to $718,380.

The designated and undesignated receipts 
brings November’s total to $6,712,306, an in
crease of 30.16 percent over 1978.

After a meager 3.3 percent increase in Oc
tober, the first month of the first year, 
November’s increases bring Cooperative Pro
gram giving to $10,953,897, up 15.2 percent 
over the first two months of 1978. Total gifts, 
including designated and undesignated con
tributions, were up 16.7 percent, to 
$12,441,526.

The 1979-80 goal is $83-million, which in
cludes a $12-million Bold Mission Thrust 
challenge fund.
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EDITORIAL

Need for refugee sponsors
Tennessee Baptists are responding in an increas

ing way to the plight of refugees in Southeast Asia. 
Churches, church groups, families, individuals, and 
at least one association have voted to sponsor a 
refugee family.

The headlines and pictures in newspapers and na
tional magazines have reminded us of the desperate 
need of those in refugee camps in several Southeast 
Asian countries and those who have attempted to 
escape on vastly overcrowded boats.

In affluent America, with our eyes on rising infla
tion, it is difficult to be concerned about those 
unknown multitudes who suffer on the other side of 
the world.

Perhaps the Christmas spirit and the current em
phasis on world missions will lead many Tennesseans 
to become directly involved in meeting the needs of a 
refugee family.

The record of Baptists in other states should put 
us to shame. For example, we think of Iowa Southern 
Baptists as a pioneer mission area with small 
churches—and it is. Yet, one out of every seven SBC 
churches in that state is sponsoring a refugee family!

What does it mean to be a refugee sponsor?
—You commit yourself to a sponsorship for six 

months to two years; the time depends on how long it 
takes for the family to adapt vocationally, culturally, 
and to language skills.

—Provide assistance in obtaining housing, food, 
clothing until the family can become self-sufficient. 
This would depend on vocational opportunities.

—Provide assistance in finding employment for 
the refugees.

—Arrange for school enrollment for children.
—Arrange for or provide language learning op

portunities .
—Lastly, and perhaps most important, provide a 

source of personal comfort, encouragement, and 
ministry to the family.

There are several things for which the sponsor is 
NOT responsible.

—You are not responsible for the travel expense 
from Southeast Asia to your city.

—You are not responsible for debts or bills the 
refugees may incur.

—You are not responsible for the refugee’s 
activities in the area of civil or criminal activities. 
Sponsorship is not a formal, legal commitment. As 
Christians, of course, you have a moral commitment 
to help the refugee to meet his problems to the best of 
his abilities.

Shield of Safety

There is some financial assistance available. 
Church World Services provides a transitional 
allowance of $100 per person. In addition, funds can be 
secured from the Home Mission Board and Church 
World Services in critical emergencies.

Hopefully, Tennesseans will realize that, to be a 
sponsor, a church does not have to have a large 
membership or a large budget. In fact, congregations 
often find it most rewarding to donate household 
items, clothing, food, etc., rather than pay someone 
else to find these necessities.

The method of sponsorship is relatively simple. 
The cost can be fairly small. What is needed is a 
commitment to do it.

80,000 mark
Recently the Baptist and Reflector reached 

another milestone in its ministry to Tennessee Bap
tists when the circulation of the Tennessee Baptist 
state paper passed the 80,000 mark for the first time in 
history.

The circulation of this week’s issue, you will note 
on the masthead, is 80,397.

When you consider that one year ago our circula
tion was listed as 79,870, this may not be judged as a 
large gain. However, several factors during the year 
have greatly confused our circulation figure.

During this year we have changed addressing 
systems—TWICE. Last January, our mailing list was 
handled by a commercial firm, while we waited for 
our own computer to become operative. Then, we 
shifted the list to our office in May.

These two changes helped us to “clean” our list 
by eliminating duplications and undeliverable 
addresses. This reduced our list to 77,088—which 
seemed bad, but was actually good, because all of 
those 77,088 were “live” subscribers.

When we use this figure, we have gained over 
3,300 subscribers during 1979.

As we reach the 80,000 plateau, it is an excellent 
time to say “Thank you” to Tennessee Baptists and 
their churches who have expressed a growing con
fidence in the Baptist and Reflector by increasing the 
number of subscriptions.

We are grateful for this support and encourage
ment. We continue to pledge our determination to pro
vide Tennessee Baptists with the best state paper 
possible.

Cicero’s 
comment

By the editor
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It may be a sign that I am getting old, but I 
find that Christmas is becoming more and 
more a time for remembering. And, like 
others, I tend to remember those Christmases 
when something unusual or outstanding was 
experienced.

People tend to treasure those Christmas 
memories when a special gift was received— 
or given. Or, the time when they were with 
special people or at a special place.

It would be hard for me to say which of the 
Christmases-past are the most memorable, 
but one seems to stand out—because of an im
portant lesson I learned by experience.

Twenty-five years ago this fall, I left my 
Georgia home to enroll at Southwestern Bap
tist Theological Seminary in Fort Worth. I 
moved my church membership to Birchman 
Avenue Baptist Church in that city.

About the middle of November the church 
members became very excited and involved 
in the Lottie Moon Christmas Offering for 
Foreign Missions. It was a big event in that 
church—a missions banquet, foreign mission 
speakers, posters, displays, and a special 
Sunday School lesson highlighted the month- 
long emphasis.

All this was new to me. In my home church 
(as was true of many churches in 1954) the 
foreign mission season of prayer and offering 
was promoted only in WMU circles. Little, if 
any, mention of the offering was made in 
church services.

I became caught up in the excitement, but 1 
had a problem. I had no regular job, no pay
ing church position, and no income—apart 
from the $50 per month my dad sent for room, 
board, etc. How could I give anything to the 
foreign mission offering?

On that lonely Thanksgiving afternoon I 
tried to figure out some way to make some ex
tra money. Finally, it occurred to me that in 
reality everything we have comes from God, 
so we merely give some of it back to Him.

So, I took a piece of paper and listed every 
amount of money I expected to receive during 
the next two-and-one-half weeks. Then, I 
promised the Lord that every cent I received 
above the things on that list I would give to the 
Lottie Moon offering.

Really, I suppose, it was a cop out. Perhaps 
I figured that if I didn’t get anything to give, it 
would be God’s fault—not mine!

But some unusual things happened.
My dad’s December check was for $75, in

stead of the expected $50, so that I would have 
some extra money for gasoline on my drive 
home for Christmas. I debated with myself 
whether or not that was “extra” money; and 
decided that it was.

The WMU in my home church sent me $10 
for a Christmas gift.

A fellow student surprised me by paying 
back $5 I had loaned him.

I found a quarter on the sidewalk.
A couple of jobs opened to pass out grocery 

circulars door-to-door.
I don’t remember where all the money 

came from, but on the day that we were to 
give our foreign mission offering, I had $68.32. 
That amount far exceeded anything I had 
ever given to any offering, so I began to 
wonder if God really expected me to give it 
all.

But I couldn’t get away from that 
Thanksgiving afternoon promise. It wasn’t 
my money—God had provided it. I couldn’t 
even brag about my gift.

Christmas reminds me that God gave His 
Son.

In 1954, I learned by experience that God 
continues to give—so that we can give!
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CHURCH GROWTH STRATEGY—William G. Tanner (left), executive director of the 
Home Mission Board, and Grady C. Cothen, president of the Sunday School 
Board, discuss how the two Baptist agencies can help churches grow more 
effectively.

Foundation reports record earnings

BSSB, HMB plan strategies 
to speed growth of churches

PHOENIX, Ariz. (BP)—A first step toward 
devising cooperative strategies to help 
churches grow more effectively has been an
nounced by the Sunday School and Home Mis
sion Boards of the Southern Baptist Conven
tion.

The agreement, which will result in in
creased efforts by the home mission, church 
program and publishing arms of the SBC, was 
worked out over a two-year period and 
represents only the two agencies.

“We are grateful that we can link the ap
proaches and resources of these two agencies 
in a massive growth enterprise,” said Grady 
C. Cothen, Sunday School Board president. 
“Growing churches is our Heavenly Father’s 
business; therefore, growing churches is our 
business.”

“What we are attempting to do is find ways 
in which we can work together to provide 
resources and programs which will help 
churches move strongly into a continuing and 
stable growth pattern,” added William G. 
Tanner, the Home Mission Board’s executive 
director-tr easurer.

The agreement defines the growth of 
churches, specifies characteristics and 
outlines actions necessary for growth.

“About two years ago, leaders from some of 
the state Baptist conventions asked us to 
develop a distinctly Southern Baptist ap
proach to church growth,” Tanner said. 
“Southern Baptists have been concerned 
about church growth for years. Other groups 
have picked up some of what we have been do
ing and given it a different verbiage and a 
Third World coloration.”

Tanner and Cothen appointed a committee 
which worked toward a common Southern 
Baptist approach to church growth under 
their leadership. Serving on the committee 
from the Sunday School Board were Reginald 
McDonough, secretary of the church ad
ministration department; Roy Edgemon, 
secretary of the church training department; 
and Harry Piland, secretary of the Sunday

E. Tenn. Bapt. Hospital 
names PR assistant

KNOXVILLE—Rick Hanshaw, director of 
public relations and promotion of WBIR 
Radio, Knoxville, has been named assistant 
director of communications for East Ten
nessee Baptist Hospital here.

Hanshaw, a graduate of the University of 
Tennessee, Knoxville, will be responsible for 
coordinating public relations, editing the 
hospital’s publications, and working in media 
relations.

School department. Home Mission Board 
representatives were Gerald Palmer, direc
tor of the missions section and C.B. Hogue, 
director of the evangelism section.

“The agreement represents a Southern 
Baptist understanding of what makes up 
church growth,” Cothen said. “We realize not 
every church fits in the same category, but 
we also realize a need to develop plans to help 
every church grow.

“We are drawing together on an agreement 
of the definition, characteristics, and prin
ciples of church growth, so that we can pre
sent a unified approach. The agreement 
assures that each agency is saying the same 
thing about growing churches. As we have a 
common approach, we can provide the 
resources which will help each church grow in 
its own way.”

Tanner said the agreement “will call for an 
intensive review of what we are now doing, 
examining our programs and strategies to see 
how they support growing churches, and 
devising plans to strengthen that growth.”

The agreement—which will be published in 
a brochure in early 1980—defines church 
growth: “Church growth is the human-divine 
process of adding to a church those who are 
saved through Jesus Christ, equipping them 
for responsible discipleship, resulting in 
witnessing, ministering and establishing new 
fellowships of believers.”

The Biblical principles underlying the ef
fort to help churches grow “spring from a 
basic presupposition about the church as the 
Body of Christ,” the agreement says.

They include: The Scripture provides prin
ciples which instruct and guide our efforts to 
lead a church to grow; God purposes that 
churches should grow; growth fesults from 
God and man working together; a church is 
responsible as God’s agent to fulfill his pur
pose in the world; and a church witnesses and 
ministers, recognizing social, racial and 
cultural distinctions and acknowledges the 
power of the gospel to transcend them and 
unite persons in Christ.

The agreement lists common 
characteristics of Southern Baptist churches 
which are experiencing growth. Included are 
pastoral and lay leadership involved in 
growth, priority commitment to evangelism, 
an equipping ministry designed to help 
members grow, minister and witness, and the 
use of the Sunday School as the major 
outreach arm of the church.

It also defines actions which must be taken 
if churches are to grow. Included are a com
mitment to growth, cultivation, establish
ment and evaluation of strategies aimed at 
growth.

NASHVILLE (BP)-High interest rates 
available to investors boosted earnings of the 
Southern Baptist Foundation to a record 
$1,733,862 during fiscal 1979, an increase of 
$358,653 or 26.1 percent over last year.

In a financial report issued during the 
Foundation’s annual meeting in Nashville, 
Executive Secretary-Treasurer Hollis E. 
Johnson III said the general investment fund 
declined 3.1 percent over the past three-year 
period.

“While this in the absolute is 
disappointing,” he said, “the performance 
was considerably better than the Dow Jones 
Industrial average which dropped 11.3 per
cent.”

Total Foundation assets increased $100,749 
to a new high of $23,361,150, despite a com
bined withdrawal of $1,597,406 by the 
Southern Baptist Convention’s Executive 
Committee and Southeastern Baptist 
Theological Seminary for special projects.

The Foundation board elected J. Thomas 
Bryan, a medical doctor in Nashville, as 
president, and William E. Crook, a retail 
grocer in Nashville, as vice president. 
Bryan’s term on the board expires in June, 
and Crook will automatically succeed him.

Bryan’s wife, Margaret, is the chairman of 
the Southern Baptist Commission on the 
American Baptist Theological Seminary, 
likely making them the only husband-wife

Home Mission Board 
shifts four staffers

ATLANTA (BP)—Joel Land, assistant 
director of the special mission ministries 
department of the Home Mission Board since 
1971, was named associate director of the 
church extension division during the 
December executive committee meeting.

The committee also elevated three church 
extension staffers to associate director status 
and approved 31 persons for Southern Baptist 
home missions service. All changes will be ef
fective Jan. 1, 1980.

Through his special mission ministries 
post, Land has assisted state and local 
leaders in development of resort missions and 
recruited and assigned high school youth 
groups to mission projects. In his new job, he 
will work with state Baptist conventions and 
serve as a catalyst in church extension 
projects.

The other three moves transferred David 
Benham, Bill Slagle, and Nelson Tilton from 
assistant director levels. Only Slagle, who 
will direct an emphasis on bi-vocational 
church planters, will undergo an actual job 
change. All three men have been giving 
leadership to church extension programs in 
assigned areas throughout the United States.

Among the mission appointees were five 
missionaries, 12 missionary associates, four 
mission pastor interns, and 10 persons who 
will receive church pastoral aid.

Indiana executive 
announces retirement

INDIANAPOLIS, Ind. (BP)-E. Harmon 
Moore, executive director of the State Con
vention of Baptists in Indiana, has announced 
his retirement effective Jan. 1, 1981.

Following Moore’s surprise announcement 
to the convention’s Executive Board, Garland 
Morrison, a pastor from Marion, Ind., moved 
that R. V. Haygood, associate executive direc
tor and director of missions, be named ex
ecutive director-elect immediately, foregoing 
normal search committee procedures. The 
motion was delayed until the board’s 
meeting, Feb. 26, 1980.

Meanwhile, Glen Flowers, Executive Board 
chairman, has invited pastors and church 
members to suggest possibilities, including 
names, addresses, and biographical data.

Moore, who will be 65 in May 1981, could 
have remained until age 70 under current 
retirement guidelines in Indiana.

The convention’s chief executive since its 
formation in 1958, Moore told the group he 
was looking forward to not being a “bi- 
vocational” preacher anymore but a full-time 
preacher again.

board chairmen in Southern Baptist history.
Johnson said the funds from four agencies 

were removed from the general investment 
fund and will be handled by the Foundation in 
separate accounts, tailored to meet their in
vestment objectives. They changed funds to 
free their money from long term, low yield in
vestments. Although some of their portfolios 
were sold below cost, the switch into higher 
yield investments will more than recoup the 
loss, according to Johnson.

Reflecting the willingness of the Founda
tion to manage Baptist money for any length 
of time, Johnson said in the past five years his 
agency has taken in $15,022,961 in new assets, 
but only enjoyed a $7.4-million gain. Agencies 
recalled funds totalling $7.62-million for pro
jects.

Johnson, a long time banking executive 
with First American in Nashville, said the 
investment market will be “extremely hazar
dous to try and guess.” He says the Founda
tion will stay “fairly flexible and short term 
to take advantage of whatever emerges in the 
world situation.”

Johnson recognizes a current recession but 
says it’s too early to tell how severe it will be. 
There’s no serious potential for a depression, 
he feels, because, with the exception of tire 
and auto companies, industry has not logged 
excessive inventories.

The current economic position of the United 
States will not hinder the financial under- 
girdings of Bold Mission Thrust, the Southern 
Baptist plan to share the gospel with the 
world by the year 2000, “as long as the pro
jected rate of decline in inflation comes 
through next year,” Johnson says.

He says interest rates have peaked for 
awhile, “but will rise again unless we do 
something about a national energy policy, 
which we’re no closer to now than we’ve ever 
been.”

| Personal |
| perspective |
ft BY TOM MADDEN ft 
U TBC executive secretary Q

In Tennessee and across the Southern Bap
tist Convention we are engaged in a special 
Foreign Missions emphasis.

I have been made aware of the blessings 
God has bestowed upon us and the many 
strengths He has shared with us. He has 
provided many open 
doors.

I am also aware of 
the many forces that 
oppose us. In light of 
this I turned to look 
again at God’s Word 
concerning the be
ginning thrust of mis
sions in the New Testa
ment.

God provided the 
early Christians with 
a marvelous witness, the presence of the Holy 
Spirit, the all-sufficient power of the Christ, 
and many open doors.

Also, there were many opposing forces. 
There were direct physical confrontations, 
resulting in stonings, deaths, and times of im
prisonment and persecution. The church was 
imperfect. Ananias and Sapphira made 
claims which were untrue, and suffered 
death. There was discontent within the 
church when the Grecian widows felt they 
were being mistreated. In spite of all of this, 
the gospel flourished, and the Word of God 
was spread abroad and many people were 
saved.

Recognizing that today ther^ are many 
open doors as well as many adversaries, I 
also recognize that they who be for us are 
greater than they who be against us. I pray 
this will be the greatest period of advance
ment for the cause of Christ in all of Christian 
history.

Madden
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WATCH THAT CIGARETTE, MR. PRESIDENT—Brazil's President Joao Figueiredo 
(left) holds a cigarette as he discusses health with physical fitness expert Ken
neth Cooper (second from left), Southern Baptist missionary Edgar F. Hallock Jr., 
and soccer coach Claudio Coutinho (right). Cooper warned the president about 
the hazard of smoking.

Southeastern to send team 
to Olympics at Lake Placid

Cooper renews Brazil ties, 
warns president on smoking

By Robert Stanley
RIO DE JANEIRO, Brazil (BP) — A crowd 

of newsmen gathered around Southern Bap
tist layman Kenneth Cooper as he emerged 
from almost an hour’s interview with the 
president of Brazil. Most of the newsmen 
were smoking.

“I just finished telling your president that 
he shouldn’t smoke,” said Cooper, whose 
name is synonymous with physical fitness in 
this South American country.

Few Americans could have given that 
advice without causing resentment. But Ken
neth Cooper, because of the training program 
that he instituted which helped Brazil’s soc
cer team win its third World Cup in 1970, is a 
special person to the millions of soccer fans 
here.

His name has become almost a legend. 
Edgar F. Hallock Jr., Southern Baptist mis
sionary who interprets for Cooper on his visits 
to Rio, said when you ask a person if he jogs, 
you ask, “Have you done your Cooper 
today?”

In Brasilia, the federal capital, a jogging 
course has been marked off along the main 
avenue through the city. Signs at 400-meter 
intervals tell joggers how far they have run.

“They have difficulty translating the word 
‘aerobics’ into their language,” Cooper says 
modestly. “So they’ve just used ‘Cooper’ in
stead on their markers.”

Cooper, a doctor who became interested in 
developing a physical fitness program while 
in the U.S. Air Force, now has a large 
aerobics center in Dallas, Texas. He also has 
written four books on aerobics, the condition-
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ing system that emphasizes fitness of the 
heart, lungs and circulatory system.

A native of Oklahoma, Cooper first became 
acquainted with Hallock through the mis
sionary’s father, the late Edgar F. Hallock 
Sr., pastor of First Baptist Church, Norman, 
Okla. Cooper was a member of Hallock’s 
church and at one point felt the Lord was call
ing him to be a medical missionary.

The invitation to meet with Brazil’s Presi
dent Joao (John) Figueiredo came during a 
recent 15-day visit to three South American 
countries. With missionary Hallock 
translating, Cooper gave the president a 
number of tips on personal physical fitness.

The next morning, Cooper and Hallock got 
up early to join the governor of the federal 
district in dedicating the new aerobics course 
and an official government program of 
preventive health medicine.

The main purpose of Cooper’s recent 15-day 
trip to South America was to participate in a 
physical fitness program in Buenos Aires, 
Argentina, where about 5,000 participants 
turned out for a run sponsored by city officials 
and two other groups.

Afterwards, thousands crowded around a 
three-tiered platform in Palermo Park, one of 
Buenos Aires’ major parks, to hear Cooper 
speak. So many people mobbed the platform 
after the ceremony that it collapsed, and 
security guards had to pull Cooper away to 
safety.

Cooper said he enjoys working with 
Southern Baptist missionaries wherever he 
visits. “I try to introduce them to people in 
high government positions or others that I 
have contact with because of my physical 
fitness programs,” Cooper explained.

And wherever he goes Cooper tries to say a 
word not only about physical fitness, but 
spiritual fitness as well. One woman was con
verted after she heard his testimony on televi
sion during the 1974 Billy Graham crusade in 
Rio.

Hallock, a former president of the “Cooper 
Maniacs,” joggers in Rio, is enthusiastic 
about the witnessing contacts which have 
opened up through Cooper and the exercise 
group.

How else, he asks, could you expect to meet 
people like Coach Coutinho and his wife? 
Coutinho, who coaches the Flamingo soccer 
team in addition to the international team, 
gets as much attention the year around as a 
Super Bowl coach gets in the United States 
when the National Football League cham
pionship is played each January.

“We’re just like old friends now,” Hallock 
says. “And that’s a tremendous opportunity.”

Robert Stanley, director of the Foreign Mis
sion Board's office of news and information 
services, just returned from a news-gathering 
trip to South America.

By Charles Richardson
WAKE FOREST, N.C.—A delegation from 

Southeastern Baptist Theological Seminary 
here, headed by associate professor of 
evangelism John Tresch, will spend Feb. 
13-24 at Lake Placid, N.Y., the site of the 
Winter Olympics, sharing the good news of 
Jesus Christ and seeking to help strengthen 
Baptist work in upper state New York.

Tresch is in the process of making final 
selections of some 12 to 14 students who will 
undertake the unique project. Southeastern 
will cooperate with the Home Mission Board 
and the New York Baptist Convention in the 
effort.

Basic strategy for the witnessing effort is to 
reach “as many individuals as possible in 
personal witnessing and seek to help them 
make a personal commitment to Christ dur
ing the days of the winter games,” Tresch 
says.

A second goal is “to help lay a foundation on 
which our local (New York) people and the 
pastors in the area can build an ongoing 
work,” says Tresch.

Membership at present in the Lake Placid 
chapel “is very small,” according to Tresch. 
“Lake Placid is an unusual town along with 
the others in the area. It stands literally as a 
monument to dead churches. There are 
business establishments and bars that are 
housed in what were formerly church 
buildings, but the churches made decisions 
years ago not to minister to the community.”

Tresch says at present there is only one 
evangelical church in Lake Placid.

“Our approach is going to be at the point of 
ministry support,” says Tresch. “It will be 
done in part along with similar formats of our 
summer workshops and seminars in home 
missions.”

Tresch had been in Lake Placid on two oc
casions and has identified particular needs of 
personnel who will be going from the 
seminary.

“For example,” he says, “no private 
transportation will be permitted in the town of 
Lake Placid during the Winter Olympics 
games. That means everyone will have to 
park at perimeter parking sites.”

Officials select Baptist woman 
as Winter Olympics chaplain

By Teresa Sanders
LOUISVILLE, Ky. (BP)-Barbara 

McElhaney’s “flock”'is a group of world- 
renowned athletes and her “parish” the cold, 
snowy Adirondacks of upstate New York.

The second-year religious education stu
dent at Southern Baptist Theological 
Seminary is among the 14 chaplains selected 
for the 13th Winter Olympics in February at 
Lake Placid, N.Y.

One of three women, she is the only 
Southern Baptist to serve in a group that is to 
include a specialist in Eastern religions, a 
rabbi, Episcopalian, Lutheran, Methodist, 
Eastern Orthodox, and Catholic.

The chaplaincy program is one of six major 
areas of concern of a Religious Affairs Com
mittee, the first such committee in modern 
Olympic history. Three other Southern Bap
tists are on that board, including David Book, 
pastor of the Baptist Chapel in Lake Placid; 
Ken Prickett, Home Mission Board field 
representative; and Bracey Campbell, 
managing editor of the Nashville Banner.

Other activities of the committee will be an 
emergency human services center, worship 
services, local religious entertainment,

Pastors visit Romania
PARIS, France—Jeremia Hodoroaba, 

pastor of Romanian Baptist Church in Paris, 
and another pastor have been allowed to visit 
four of Romania’s largest Baptist churches. 
Hodoroaba, who also is the Romanian- 
language director of Trans World Radio 
(TWR), made the four-day trip with Paul 
Freed, director of TWR.

Tresch said it is estimated there will be 
about 6.5-million tourists coming into Lake 
Placid during the duration of the games. 
“That lets you see something of the 
magnitude of the task.”

The seminary professor said that Baptists 
in Lake Placid have a house that used to be a 
travelers’ inn and it is in a key location. “We 
will have cards which our students will hand 
to the persons with whom they engage in con
versation, inviting them for coffee, donuts 
and just a time of conversation together...”

There’s a reason the group will not stay on 
the streets too long at a time, he says. The 
temperatures are expected to be between 17 
to 40 degrees below zero.

Tresch says that plans call for the 
seminarians to witness to those who will be 
going to various bars. “So one of the objec
tives that we have in selection of personnel is 
to find some persons who can establish a pret
ty quick rapport with young persons and 
adults.

“I am looking for some students who will 
not feel uncomfortable going into the sur
roundings and will be able to minister to per
sons in crises,” Tresch says.

Tresch says he will have some of the 
students at the activity sites of the various 
games.

“For example, some will be able to be pres
ent for some of the skating events and to 
engage in conversation witnessing to persons 
who are there also as spectators. The primary 
thrust is to identify persons who have par
ticular needs who are looking for help with 
problems and needs in their lives. Our people 
will try to share with them the good news of 
Jesus Christ.”

Tresch says that his group will work hard at 
followup, regardless of the denominational 
preferences of those who make personal deci
sions or need counseling. Information will be 
forwarded to religious leaders in towns where 
those making decisions live for followup, he 
said.

Total cost of the project is about $15,000, 
with funding arranged by those who will go or 
individuals who wish to support the effort.

religious literature distribution and religious 
media coverage.

The Winter Olympics is a new missions ven
ture for Mrs. McElhaney, a mother of two, 
and for the other clergy members. This 
marks the first time a chaplaincy team has 
participated in the premier sports event that 
holds the focus of the world while it plays.

What will a chaplain do in the Winter Olym
pics?

“We meet the athletes and build relation
ships with them on a one-to-one basis,” said 
Mrs. McElhaney. “Then, if a crisis arises we 
can talk with them because they already 
know and trust us.”

Book had earlier paved the way for 
Southern Baptists. He talked with Olympic of
ficials about having a Southern Baptist fill a 
chaplaincy slot. They agreed to interview her 
and then offered her the position.

Among the suggested requirements was 
that she speak German, an easy chore for 
Mrs. McElhaney. She was bom in Germany 
and came to the United States about 12 years 
ago. She and her family now call Mt. Zion, Ill., 
home.

She didn’t have the experience in pastoral 
care that the committee preferred, but she is 
taking a crash course in pastoral counseling 
and reading books suggested by her pro
fessor.

Her husband Eugene, a student at Boyce Bi
ble School, supports her efforts. He has 
agreed to stay at home and care for their two 
children—Eric, eight, and Gina, seven—while 
she meets and ministers to, athletes from 
around the world.
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ROGERS HONORED AT UNION—SBC President Adrian Rogers speaks following 
the unveiling of his portrait in Union University's SBC Presidents' Corridor. 
Rogers, a trustee of the college, was inducted into the corridor which honors 
graduates and trustees who have served as president of the denomination.

Currie urges government to face 
agriculture's ethical implications

Our People and Churches...
REVIVALS...
Pastor Jack H. Goodwin, pastor of Indian 

Hills Baptist Church, Gallatin, reported a 
revival with evangelist Clyde Gordon, Bowl
ing Green, Ky. There were 10 professions of 
faith, one addition by letter, and one addition 
by statement. There were many rededica
tions.

Southside Baptist Church in Martin was led 
in revival by T.C. Thurman, pastor of First 
Baptist Church, Troy. Ken Alexander, 
minister of music at First Baptist Church in 
Martin, led the music. There were eight pro
fessions of faith, one addition by letter, and 
numerous rededications. Jerry P. Powell is 
pastor.

Norris Hite, pastor of First Baptist Church, 
Old Hickory, led revival services for First 
Baptist Church in Shelbyville. Steve O’Neal, 
minister of music and youth at First, 
Shelbyville, led the revival music.

Jim Lindsay, Elizabethton, led revival ser
vices for Shelby Avenue Baptist Church in 
Nashville. The music was led by Gayion 
Shackley, minister of music and youth at 
Madison Heights Baptist Church. There were

Tennesseans write books
NASHVILLE—Four Tennesseans have 

written books recently published by Broad
man Press.

Charles DeWeese, Historical Commission, 
Nashville, is the author of Emerging Role of 
Deacons. Cleatus Moorehead of Nashville is 
the author of If I Were. Lou Heath, also of 
Nashville, is the author of God Loves Me, Too. 
The books are scheduled to be released in 
January.

Ida Nelle Hollaway of Nashville has written 
a new book, To Teach a Child, published by 
Broadman in November.

Middle Tenn, pastors 
to meet in Brentwood

The Middle Tennessee Baptist Pastors’ 
Conference will meet Jan. 3 at the Tennessee 
Baptist Convention headquarters building in 
Brentwood.

The 11 a.m. meeting will feature Bill Sher
man, pastor of Nashville’s Woodmont Baptist 
Church and former president of the group, as 
guest speaker, according to Jim Owen, cur
rent president of the conference.

A quartet of staff members from Woodmont 
Baptist Church will sing and Joe Morrell, 
minister of music at Woodmont, will lead the 
music.

A “dutch treat” luncheon will follow the 
meeting.

several decisions reported, according to 
Pastor Allen Buhler.

Poplar Heights Baptist Church in Jackson 
held its fall revival with evangelist Benny 
Jackson of Memphis. There were six addi
tions by baptism, Pastor Douglas Brewer 
said.

Revival services were held recently at 
Piedmont Baptist Church in Dandridge. Led 
by Freeman Wright, Blountville, there was 
one profession of faith, six other additions, 
and numerous rededications. Bob Coates is 
pastor.

Gillespie Avenue Baptist Church in Knox
ville was led in revival by Damon Patterson 
recently. Larry Lewis led the music. There 
were 40 rededications, nine additions by let
ter, and one addition by baptism. Robert R. 
Sharp is pastor.

Two Baptist schools 
go to bowl games

NASHVILLE (BP)-Wake Forest and 
Baylor Universities didn’t end up playing in a 
“Baptist Bowl” as some had hoped, but the 
football teams of the two Southern Baptist 
schools will both play in post season bowl 
games.

Wake Forest (8-3) of the Atlantic Coast Con
ference will play Louisiana State University 
(6-5) of the Southeastern Conference, Dec. 22 
in the Tangerine Bowl in Orlando, Fla. Baylor 
University (7-4) of the Southwest Conference 
will play Clemson University of the ACC, Dec. 
31 in the Peach Bowl in Atlanta, Ga.

Baylor, whose junior linebacker, Mike 
Singletary, made the Associated Press first 
team All-America squad, was ranked 19th in 
both the AP and UPI polls at the end of the 
regular season. Clemson was ranked 18th and 
17th respectively. Wake Forest, which had ap
peared in the top 20 earlier in the season, and 
LSU are both unranked.

Meanwhile, Alan Duncan, son of Southern 
Baptist missionaries to Kenya, who hopes to 
return eventually as a missionary to Africa, 
will play with the University of Tennessee 
(7-4) of the SEC against Purdue (9-2) of the 
Big 10, Dec. 31, in the Bluebonnet Bowl in 
Houston, Texas.

Duncan, a junior, completed the regular 
season with 10 field goals in 15 attempts and 
33 consecutive extra points to lead the Ten
nessee team for the second year in scoring. 
During two years as the school’s first string 
place kicker, Duncan has scored 128 points on 
23 field goals in 32 attempts and 59 extra 
points in 61 attempts. He has hit 40 con
secutive extra points over the past two 
seasons.

HUNTSVILLE, Ala. (BP)-The structure 
of American agriculture should be viewed as 
a moral issue with far-reaching implications, 
David R. Currie testified at a hearing con
ducted here by the U.S. Department of 
Agriculture.

The hearing is one of a series of 10 across 
the nation during November and December 
led by Secretary of Agriculture Bob Bergland 
to gather information on the economic and 
social issues affecting the structure of 
American agriculture and rural life.

“Agricultural structure affects the 
stewardship of land, food prices, energy use, 
rural communities, and ultimately food 
security,” said Currie, special projects coor
dinator for the Christian Life Commission of 
the Southern Baptist Convention, Nashville.

Currie, who has researched the ethical im
plications of agriculture, called on the 
Department of Agriculture to take steps to 
preserve the family-owned and operated 
farm.

“Studies have shown that communities sur
rounded by small, family-operated farms are 
more stable economically, socially, political
ly, and spiritually than communities sur
rounded by large farms often with absentee 
landlords,” said Currie, who grew up on a 
family-operated ranch in Paint Rock, Texas.

“As family farms go bankrupt, society as a 
whole suffers due to the fact that rural com
munities and their traditional values of fami
ly life, honesty, and hard work tend to disap
pear,” he said.

Currie told the hearing that the Souther: 
Baptist Convention, meeting in Houston ir. 
June 1979, supported protection of family 
farms with the following resolution:

“Whereas, the continued loss of family 
farms is a threat to rural communities, tradi
tional values, a family-based food production 
system, and ultimately the food security in 
this nation and around the world, be it re
solved that we urge individual Southern Bap
tists to communicate with their elected con
gressional representatives in support of 
political policies which will preserve the 
family farm and thereby help preserve the 
life and well-being of thousands of churches.”

Currie explained that even though 
13.2-million Southern Baptists are in all 50 
states and in large cities, that the denomina
tion is still in many ways rural, with “63 per
cent of all Southern Baptist churches (22,000) 
...in communities of under 2,500 population.

“Out of these predominantly rural churches 
have come many of today’s leaders in the

Friendship church added 
to Hardeman membership

Hardeman County Association, meeting in 
annual session, accepted a new church into its 
membership and elected officers for the 
coming year.

Friendship Baptist Church was approved 
for associational membership. The congrega
tion is led by Pastor Ricky Watkins.

Officers are: moderator Billy Jacobs, 
pastor of Piney Grove Baptist Church; vice
moderator Claudie Hammers, pastor of Mid
way Baptist Church; treasurer Travis 
Fawcett, a member of Hickory Valley Baptist 
Church; and clerk Bill McCommon, a 
member of Grand Junction’s First Baptist 
Church.
Stewart joins WMU staff;
Barone fills Texas post

BIRMINGHAM, Ala. (BP)—Debbie 
Stewart, information consultant for the Bap
tist General Convention of Texas, Dallas, 
since July 1977, has been named public infor
mation director for Woman’s Missionary 
Union, auxiliary to the Southern Baptist Con
vention.

Miss Stewart, who will marry Mark Wat- 
tier, a political science faculty member at 
Samford University, Birmingham, Dec. 15, 
will take office at WMU Feb. 15.

Terry Barone, director of public relations 
at Hillcrest Baptist Hospital, Waco, Tex., suc
ceeded Miss Stewart on Dec. 1 in Dallas.

Southern Baptist Convention,” he said, “in
cluding many of its pastors,...denominational 
workers,...seminary and university pro
fessors,...and home and foreign missionaries.

“I might add that out of one of these 
churches has also come the current president 
of the United States,” he said, in reference to 
the Plains (Ga.) Baptist Church, where Jim
my Carter grew up.

Currie urged the Department of 
Agriculture “to look carefully at the ethical 
implications of U.S. agricultural policy.” He 
suggested that the department “structure 
policies to preserve the family farms as the 
primary source of American food production; 
examine tax policies, commodity programs, 
export-import restrictions; and research pro
grams to see if they help or harm family 
farmers.”

He also expressed hope “that Congress will 
ask broad social and economic questions and 
deal with agricultural policy with a holistic 
approach rather than a piecemeal one.”

“Every aspect of farm policy, whether it be 
development, compensation, environment or 
trade, is tied to everything else, and directly 
or indirectly impacts the structure of 
agriculture and thus rural development. I 
hope Congress will ask of every agricultural 
policy: ‘How does this affect the whole? Is 
this for the good of the public? What are the 
ethical implications of such policies’?”

★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★ 
*

* Citizen’s Corner ♦
By Jerry M. Self 

^Public affairs and Christian life 
consultant

David Currie is a cowboy ethicist. A Texas 
rancher working as an intern for the Christian 
Life Commission in Nashville, Currie is very 
interested in what is happening to the small 
family farm.

Small family farms are disappearing from
American life at the 
rate of over 2,000 per 
week. This is a par
ticular concern for 
Southern Baptist 
families because we 
are still essentially a 
rural denomination. 
Sixty-three percent of 
our churches and 36 
percent of our people 
live in rural com
munities or open s«tf
country areas.

However, for a var ty of reasons, the small 
family farm is being gobbled up by large cor
porate farms.

Twenty years ago small farms were receiv
ing half of the receipts from farm sales. Now 
the small farmer brings in only about one 
tenth of the farm receipts.

It is curious that the agricultural structure 
in America is taking on a look very similar to 
that which is found in the Soviet Union. The
Soviet Union has basically three kinds of 
farms: state farms, collective farms, and 
private plots. This is surprisingly like the 
American picture which is comprised of large 
industrial-type corporate farms, family-type 
corporate farms, and the small family farm.

Some of the questions that are raised by 
such a shift in agriculture include efficiency 
of food production, stewardship of energy use, 
quality of life in the rural community, and 
responsible production of food for a hungry 
world.

Many of the reasons for the demise of the 
small family farm have to do with govern
ment policies that are supposed to support the 
small farmer, but in fact give advantages to 
corporations who deal in large amounts of 
money and high production figures. Currie 
recommends new legislation that would once 
again turn the advantage in farming back to 
the family who not only lives on the land it 
owns, but makes a living off that land.
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Bible Puzzle
Answers on page 10

ACROSS

1 Ancestor of Jesus 
(Luke 3:36)

4 “we shall — him as 
he is” (1 John 3)

7 Part: abbr.
10 Process of becoming 

like: comb, form
11 Hand part

(John 18:22)
13 It was scarlet 

(Matt. 27:28)
14 - Sea
15 Bones
16 Shrub genus
17 “they that received 

-- ” (Matt. 17)
20 Eagerly enthusiastic
21 Madame: abbr.
22 The — of Solomon: 

O. T. book
24 City of India
25 Affirmative

28 Consumed
29 Eznite

(2 Samuel 23:8)
31 Where Absolam 

hanged
(2 Samuel 18:10)

32 Each
33 Vein: comb, form
34 “in his rage and — ” 

(Dan. 3)
35 Haitian voodoo diety
36 Indonesian island
38 The tongue

(Jas. 3:8; 3 words)
43 Wading bird
44 Walked
45 Shout at the 

bullfight
46 “supplieth the —”

(2 Cor. 9)
47 Female red deer
48 Pallid

49 Enzyme: suffix
50 — culpa
51 Be in session

DOWN

1 “after a godly —” 
(3 John)

2 City of Judah 
(Josh. 15:21)

3 “I have prepared — 
(Matt. 22)

4 Gutter
5 Orient: poss.
6 Otherwise
7 Serpent’s place 

(Num. 21:8)
8 “We ought to — 

God” (Acts 5)
9 King of Mardi Gras

12 “in the unrighteous 
—” (Luke 16)

13 Magic
18 Insect
19 Hawaiin thrush
22 “are full of —”

(Psa. 104)
23 Inhabitant: suffix
24 Whitney’s invention
25 “and surely perform 

-- ” (Jer. 44)
26 Sense organ
27 Light or lark
29 English river
30 “seven years of —” 

(Gen. 41)
34 Enemy
35 “the — of the eyes” 

(1 John 2)
36 Isolated
37 Saints lived there 

(Acts 9:32)
38 Arab garments
39 Baseball team
40 Thum min’s partner 

(Deut. 33:8)
41 The Ahohite 

(1 Chron. 11:29)
42 Religious season
43 Frigate bird

By Jim N. Griffith
Often the true message of Christmas is somewhat distorted as in the case of the young 

carolers who went out one crisp December night and were heard singing: “as shepherds 
washed their socks by night...”.

With only a few shopping days remaining, it would be well to make certain that our 
Christmas list is complete.

Let these words speak to you:
I had the nicest Christmas list, the longest one in town,
Till reason spoke in truth and said, “You’ll have to cut it down.”
I knew what reason said was true, beyond the faintest doubt,
But what was more amazing, I had left my best Friend out.
I scanned the list again, wondering what I’d been thinking about—
To plan to give Christmas gifts and-leave the Saviour out.
But it did not take me long to put the list in reverse,
And do that one thing needful: the Lord must always come first.

Certainty and uncertainty

CRYPTOVERSE

LKE J Z ALSHZYYZE TZPLBWZ FX

NJZQS BKTZYQZX

Today’s Cryptoverse clue: B equals U

ROUTE 10 is the special road your church 
can travel to provide adequate income for 
you at retirement.
And if you serve as a minister, disability and 
family protection benefits are also available. 
ROUTE 10 suggests a formula to challenge 
inflation. It urges your church to put at least 
10% of total compensation (salary plus 
housing) into the Southern Baptist 
Retirement Program for ministers and 
employees.
Getting on ROUTE 10 is easy, and can be 
done one of two waysv The most direct way is 
for your church to immediately increase 
employee contributions to at least 10%. 
Another way takes a bit longer. The church 
can gradually increase the percentage, 
spanning several years until 10% is reached.
Once on ROUTE 10, adjustments can 
accompany increases.
Learn more about ROUTE 10 by writing: 
Annuity Board, SBC, Development - 
Churches, 511 North Akard Building, Dallas, 
TX 75201.

By Hershel H. Hobbs
But of the times and seasons, brethren, ye 

have no need that I write unto you.” I 
Thessalonians 5:1.

Being human we all would like to know 
more definitely the time of the Lord’s return 
than the Father has revealed. “Times and 
seasons” (Acts 1:7) means the fine details as 
to the Lord’s return. In Acts 1:7 Jesus said 
that these God has put in His own authority 
(Mk. 13:32). He has told us all we need to 
know, but not all we want to know.

But two things may be clearly stated on the 
authority of Jesus Himself. The fact of His 
return is certain. The time of it is uncertain 
(V. 2). The unsaved will continue to ignore the 
fact (v. 3). And suddenly it will find them un
prepared. But the saved who constantly look 
for the event will be prepared 
spiritually—that is, they are saved.

Paul uses the figures of night and darkness 
and day and light to contrast the lost and sav
ed respectively. In this context, he exhorts his 
readers to be constantly expectant (vv.4-6). 
They are to “watch and be sober” (v.6). 
These verbs mean to be on guard and sober- 
minded or calm. Also they are to put on “the 
breastplate of faith and love” (v. 8). As they 
stand guard calmly they are to be protected in 
their bodies by faith and love. The “helmet” 
protects the head, the coordinating or nerve 
center of the body. This is the “hope” or 
assurance that they have been saved. They 
are not the recipients of God’s “wrath” 
(orge, His universal, abiding opposition to 
evil) but of His salvation.

Ways 
Your 

Church
Can 

Take 
Route

10

To change or correct 
your address

Attach in this space your address 
label found on the front page of your 
latest copy of the BAPTIST AND 
REFLECTOR. Please give your new 
address below—including your zip 
code. When changing address, please 
give two weeks notice. Please write, 
do not call address changes to insure 
accuracy.

All correspondence relating 
to your subscription
should be accompanied by our address 
label. If you are receiving duplicate 
copies, please send both labels.

Address all requests to:

BAPTIST AND REFLECTOR
Post Office Box 347

Brentwood, Tennessee 37027

ROIITB

lol
Address _______________________ _

Name_________________________
Please Print

State Zip Code

This salvation involves regeneration, sanc
tification, and glorification. Having been 
regenerated, they are to develop and serve in 
the state of salvation, looking toward 
glorification in heaven. This last includes the 
sum-total of glory and reward in heaven, in
cluding the resurrection of the body.

We cannot determine the time of the Lord’s 
return. But we have assurance as to its cer
tainty. We must be ever alert so that he will 
find us busy and ready when he comes.
Foundation

Get ready for January
By Jonas L. Stewart

Executive Secretary-Treasurer
January continues to be the month set aside 

in the denominational calendar as “Make 
Your Will Month.” Southern Baptist 
periodicals and state convention leaders are 
highlighting this important stewardship em
phasis. Pastors could preach on this subject 
or lead their own Christian Estate Planning 
Seminar during this month.

The Tennessee Baptist Foundation is 
pleased to join with all the others in helping to 
make this January one of the greatest months 
in promoting Bold Missions through Christian 
Estate Planning. Our office personnel will go 
to any church, church group, associational 
meeting or visit with individuals as time per
mits. Such a visit will be made without cost or 
obligation.

To help promote individual interest in mak
ing Christian wills or other ideas of Christian 
estate stewardship, we will provide a bulletin 
insert to be used any Sunday during January. 
An attractive wall poster is also available. 
These may be ordered without cost from our 
office. Tell us the number needed and the ap
proximate date to be used.

We have a new 20-minute dramatic movie 
film entitled “A Better Way.” In writing for 
this film, give the exact date needed and an 
alternate date if possible.The only obligation 
is that it be returned the day after its use.

There are some excellent tracts on Chris
tian wills available free upon request. These 
and any materials mentioned above will be 
furnished on a first request basis as long as 
supply lasts.

Bus For Sale
1963 Ford 66-passenger bus

Good condition. $800.00 
First Baptist Church 
Camden, Tennessee

Call Mr. Ovle Hughes, 901/584-8683.

WORLD'S LARGEST MANUFACTURER 
of FIBERGLASS 

CHURCH PRODUCTS
• STEEPLES
• WALL CROSSES
• STAINED FIBERGLASS WINDOWS
• BAPTISTRIES
• BAPTISTRY HEATERS

Write for free 
color brochure

A/C 214 657-6524 Box 210 Henderson, Texas 75652
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EVANS B. BOWEN

very sad time! Many

Evans B. Bowen

December is a wonderful time! We have so 
many opportunities to remember God's Gift to the 
world. Our hearts are filled with joy when we 
really understand that we are the objects of His 
love.

December can be a 
children have no home 
where the family gathers 
around the tree and 
opens gifts. We find 
friends or relatives for 
those who cannot be 
united with parents. This 
is so much better than 
"no place” to go. Gifts 
and goodies are great 
but can't compare with 
the love a family can of
fer. Deep inside, every 
child hurts when this wonderful time arrives and 
their parents aren’t present to love and share the 
true Spirit of Christmas.

December can be a lonely time! That special 
person has gone to be with our blessed Lord. We 
wouldn't have it differently, because we know that 
God makes no mistakes. Oh, but it is hard not to 
let tears fill the eyes when one remembers the 
days that were. How can you prevent looking back 
to happier days? Without someone special to 
share this beautiful time of the year it can be a 
very lonely time.

December is the best of times for sharing!
Give of yourself to make someone else happy.
Give of your talents to prove to another that you 

really love.
Give of your abundance that those less for

tunate may have the necessities. Before you have 
journeyed far you will have discovered that in 
helping another, you have forgotten your own 
sadness. The best assurance that this season is full 
of joy, gladness, love, and peace is to put these 
things in the lives of others. It will work every 
time!

Ida Malone Recognized
Mrs. Ida Malone has completed ten years of 

faithful service as the secretary to the Executive 
Director-Treasurer, Central Office, Brentwood.

When Mrs. Malone came to the office to fill-in 
until the replacement could be found in 1969 she 
had no intention of serving more than a few 
weeks. She learned the routine quickly and 
worked efficiently. There was no incentive for the 
Executive Director to look for a replacement. The 
demanding work as secretary became a challenge 
for Mrs. Malone and she has now completed ten 
years.

A beautiful plaque was prepared and presented 
to her at the office. A gift certificate was 
presented to her at the Fellowship Dinner of the 
Board of Trustees on Monday evening preceding 
our Annual Board Meeting.

When you call the central office you will hear the 
very pleasant voice of Mrs. Malone who is always 
ready to serve. We hope that you will join us in 
saying ‘Thank you” for ten years of her life.

From 
All 
the 

Children 
and 
Staff

Merry Christmas Tennessee Baptists

New Members 
Added to Board

Three new members were added to the TBCH 
Board of Trustees in November by the Convention.

We welcome these three men to the TBCH 
Board: Rev. Woody Watkins, Director of Missions 
Hamilton County Association; Rev. Fate Thomas, 
pastor of the Memorial Baptist Church, Hixson; 
and Dr. Howard Olive, pastor Monte Vista Baptist 
Church, Maryville.

Among the many blessings these men bring to 
our Board is their sensitivity to the needs of others. 
Their skills and expertise add much strength to the 
TBCH Board.

We call to your attention that as far as we know 
Rev. Woody Watkins is the first Director of Mis
sions to serve any Board of Trustees in our state. 
We are glad to see this forward step and are happy 
that the TBCH is first to benefit by this change.

New Officers Elected
The Board of Trustees of Tennessee Baptist 

Children's Homes met December 4 and the follow
ing officers were elected: Rev. John Ashby, chair
man; Rev. Charles Gibbs, vice-chairman; and Rev. 
Ted Ingram, secretary.

The Executive Committee is comprised of nine 
members, three from each division of our state:

Rev. John Ashby
Rev. Charles Gibbs
Rev. Ted Ingram
Dr. George Horton
Mrs. Eunice Miller
Dr. Irvin Hays
Mrs. Louise Keathley
Mr. Frank Ingraham
Dr. Leon Bolton
The Executive Committee meets quarterly and 

transacts the business of the TBCH when the Board 
of Trustees is not meeting.

Problems
Do you have problems, etc.? Are you ever asked 

questions like that? We always have problems on 
all our campuses. We do not seek to magnify our 
problems above our opportunities. We refuse to 
place our heads in the sand and believe they will 
go away. We live in the very midst of a troubled 
world. Every newscast tells of one group 
distrusting another group. The reporter is always 
looking for the ulterior motive. It is easy for this 
spirit to spill over into our lives at work.

The administrator on each campus is the 
Superintendent. He is charged with the respon
sibility of interpreting the philosophy of our Child 
Care program to other staff members. When there 
is a difference of opinion, usually there is already 
a policy that will determine the action to be fol
lowed. When there is no policy, it is the respon
sibility of the Superintendent to sit down with the 
staff and together they arrive at the proper course 
of action.

It is easy for communications to break down. It is 
very easy for one staff member to seek to rein
force his position by enlisting the support of 
others. Many of us are guilty of forming opinions 
without having all facts in hand.

Remember! We are constantly bringing troubled 
youth on the campuses. They have problems and 
willingly share them with others. Every staff 
member is familiar with problems. We have 
dedicated our lives to caring for the lives of boys 
and girls whose whole world has come apart. We 
cannot afford the luxury of discussing our personal 
problems with others.

What can you do? Remember to pray for our 
children and our staff. Remember to always be 
willing to listen when one needs an ear. 
Remember to forget what you hear. Remember it 
is easy to be judgmental without knowing the 
whole story. Remember to be available when 
called upon and that you can do nothing greater 
than pray.

Do we have problems? Yes, but just as soon as 
we solve these there will always be another set to 
work on. We don't expect to run out soon.

Retreat—What a Treat
Mark, Tina and Gloria have their sleeping bags 

ready for a week-end retreat. They attend the 
Broadmoor Baptist Church, Memphis, and will join 
other youth for the retreat. Mr. Lee Dickson has 
such a big smile one would think all three of these 
are in his cottage. Is the smile one of pride or 
delight? Which ever, we are very pleased with Lee 
and the boys and girls.

Without the local churches that work with our 
children in so many ways, we could not begin to 
carry on the ministry at our various campuses.

On The Mark
These six “Big Wheeler” drivers are on the mark 

for the countdown. We agree with your exclama
tion—“aren't they cute,” “how sweet,” “they are 
simply darling,” or any of the other complimentary 
remarks. They are very precious.

Our Memphis Staff is aware that more than one 
race is involved. We are racing with time that 
passes so quickly. Every possible seed is sown in 
these little fertile minds. It is our prayer that God 
will take the tender love and sound teaching and 
give the proper “increase” in their future develop
ment.
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Southeastern's Biblical conference UNIFORM SERIES
Sunday School lesson for December 16

to reveal what the seminary teaches
WAKE FOREST, N.C.—“The conference is 

for those Baptists who are seeking a clear and 
positive expression of the authority of the 
Bible in their lives,” President W. Randall 
Lolley said when asked about the Conference 
on Biblical Authority at Southeastern Baptist 
Theological Seminary here, Jan. 29-30, 1980.

“Our people have a concern to know what 
Southeastern seminary believes and teaches 
about the Bible,” Lolley continued. “The con- 
ference will give us a chance to affirm those

PLAN NOW!!! for . . . Church Construction
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baptistry problems with fiberglass liners
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beliefs and teachings, and give Baptists an 
opportunity to hear and talk with those who 
teach their students and future ministers.”

The conference will take place on the 
Southeastern campus just after the beginning 
of the second semester. Sermons, lectures, 
and open discussions will be included in the 
event.

Featured among the speakers will be 
Herschel H. Hobbs, pastor-emeritus of First 
Baptist Church, Oklahoma City, Okla., and 
former president of the Southern Baptist Con
vention. Hobbs also chaired the committee 
which recommended the Baptist Faith and 
Message Statement adopted by the Conven
tion in 1963. The statement, which may be 
used as a doctrinal guideline by Southern 
Baptist boards and agencies, covers 17 areas 
of doctrine and missions, all of which are sup
ported by Biblical references.

A major address will also be given by 
Donald E. Cook, Professor of New Testament 
at Southeastern. Cook, a former pastor and on 
the faculty since 1965, will deal with the study 
and interpretation of the Bible from both the 
devotional and scholarly points of view.

President Lolley will close the conference 
on Wednesday night with a sermon on the 
relationship of Jesus Christ to the Bible.

“We want those who attend the conference

Christ sovereign in our lives
By Hyran E. Barefoot, academic dean 

Union University, Jackson

Barefoot

He is and what He 
presented Christ as

CHURCH FMTM
At a price J

Any Church Can Afford
Write or call

WAGONER BROS.
MFC. CO.

Td. (501) 675-2468
Booneville, Arkansas .

72927 r~

to have an opportunity for a free exchange of 
ideas,” Lolley said. “An important feature 
will be an open forum for questions, answers, 
and discussion with our faculty, students and 
Dr. Hobbs. It will be a time for an honest shar
ing of concerns and for raising questions. I 
believe the forum will be one of the most 
helpful events during the conference,” he con
cluded.

The conference will be open to all members 
of Southern Baptist churches, ministers and 
laypersons. There will be no registration fee, 
but the seminary requests those who wish to 
attend to contact the office of communica
tions.
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Join The Health Care Team 
As A

PHARMACIST
Mercer's School of Pharmacy of
fers courses leading to a Doctor of 
Pharmacy (Pharm.D.) degree. This 
is the highest professional degree 
available in Pharmacy.*

The School is located across the street from Georgia 
Baptist Hospital as part of the Georgia Baptist 
Medical Center.

Basic Passage: Colossians 3:1-4:18
Focal Passage: Colossians 3:1-14

The normal procedure of Paul in his letter 
is to begin with the theological section and to 
go later to the practical or hortatory section.

This corresponds to the oft-quoted phrase 
that “there is a believing side of the gospel 
and a behaving side of the gospel.” These 
two aspects of the 
gospel are not 
unrelated, for what 
one believes he prac
tices or what one prac
tices is what he 
believes.

Paul follows his nor
mal order of doctrine 
followed by exhorta
tion in Colossians. In 
the earlier part of the 
letter he presented the 
person of Christ—who 
does. In doing so he
sovereign over sin, over all created beings, 
over the order of nature, and over the church.

In essence what Paul does in this portion of 
the letter is to present Christ as sovereign in 
another area—His sovereignty in the in
dividual believer’s life. Thus, Paul intended 
to present Christ as Sovereign and Lord in 
every facet of man’s existence, especially in 
the practice of his life.

The Higher Life in Christ, 3:1-4
In the latter part of chapter two, Paul ex

posed the false doctrine of the heretics in 
Colossae and showed that, in spite of all of the 
high claims professed by the false teachers, it 
was very much earth-bound and had nothing 
to contribute to the true ends of religion. The 
true aim of religion is to lift men above the 
lower level of living, to a higher kind of life. 
This is what the gospel of Christ does.

In order to show this, Paul went back to an 
idea which he had introduced in Colossians 
2:12—baptism which symbolizes a death and 
a resurrection. He followed this in verse 12 
with a reference to their dying to the lower 
order of life.

At the turn of chapter three, he takes the 
other side of baptism to show that it implies 
being raised to a new world of spiritual value. 
Their resurrection with Christ brings with it a 
new set of obligations and demands to orient 
their living toward higher things associated 
with Christ who is Himself above with God.

BUILD
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BUILD
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These demands are ethical and moral.
Paul’s thought is similar to the Sermon on 

the Mount: “Where your treasure is, there 
will your heart be also.” His reasoning for 
this higher life is two-fold: (1) not only do 
Christians lay up their treasure in heaven, 
they have already entered into the heavenly 
life through union with Christ; (2) the 
ultimate destiny of the believer is to share the 
glory of Christ at His appearing.

Things to put Off, 3:5-11
Paul made the point that in baptism the 

believer died with Christ and broke with the 
old former life. It becomes quite apparent 
that Paul believed two things at the same 
time: (1) that in his commitment to Christ the 
believer truly possessed a new nature, he is a 
new creation in Christ (v. 9); (2) but in spite 
of this the sinful principle still lives on in the 
believer, and it is necessary for him to do 
spiritual battle with evil in himself (actively 
“put to death...” v. 5). The believer is called 
upon to become actually in life what he 
already is ideally—a new man in Christ.

In this passage he details a specific set of 
vices which they had formerly practiced in 
their heathen lives without the realization 
that they were evil. These included overt sins 
of action—fornication (illicit sexual relation
ship) and uncleanness (immorality, which 
still relates to the sexual life). They also in
cluded inward dispositions or sins of at
titude-inordinate affection (sexual passion), 
evil concupiscence (sinful lust or desire), and 
covetousness (the desire to acquire for self). 
These vices are such that they call upon 
themselves the wrath of God.

A second set of vices relate to sins of the 
mouth or speech which spring from an ill-will 
toward others—anger, wrath, malice, 
blasphemy (slander), filthy communication 
(foul talk), and lying to one another. The 
basis for the condemnation of these vices is 
that the believer has put off the old nature and 
put on the new nature.

A third set of vices is noted in verse 11, a 
condemnation against arbitrary distinction 
between men.

In the Christian community there is no 
place for racial, religious, cultural, or 
economic-social distinction. These distinc
tions do not hold where Christ is everything.

Things to Put On, 3:12-14
The Christian life is not mere reformation, 

the putting off of old practices. True Christian 
character cannot be based on negative ethics 
but must proceed to positive good. Like 
putting off the old filthy garment, one must 
also put on the new. Christians who are God’s 
chosen, holy, and beloved ones are to be 
clothed with bowels of mercy (compassion), 
kindness, humbleness of mind (lowliness), 
meekness (docile obedience to God), longsuf- 
fering (patience), forebearance (willingness 
to endure another), and forgiveness.

Above all the believer is to be clothed with 
that which is the hallmark of the follower of 
Christ, the selfless disposition of love which 
binds together all believers in a perfect life.

*—Applications for B.S. degree in pharmacy will be accepted through 
December, 1980.
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LIFE AND WORK SERIES
Sunday School lesson for December 16

The Messianic hope
By George Lewis McGlothin, pastor 

First Baptist Church, Huntland
Basic Passages: 2 Samuel 7; Isaiah 9; John 18:33-37
Focal Passages: Isaiah 9:6-7

Tenn. Board of Nursing approves 
degree program at Union University

McGlothlin

In my study, I have many Bibles, but the 
one that I go to most is a National Bible, a 
King James Version which has the words of 
Christ printed in red.

One unique factor I especially enjoy about 
this Bible is that the prophecies in the Old 
Testament concerning 
the coming of the 
Messiah have a large 
“P” at the end of the 
verse.

In Isaiah 9:6-7, we 
find one such proph
ecy. The prophet 
Isaiah had a revela
tion from God 
concerning the nature 
of the Messiah. Isaiah 
was not the first 
prophet nor the last to receive from God a 
promise of the Christ. I find it of a special im
port that everywhere there is a prophecy 
about the coming of the Messiah, it is given at 
such a time as to indicate hope in the midst of 
despair.

What kind of Messiah was Isaiah looking 
for?

Isaiah was looking for a Messiah who was a 
Wise Counselor.

We are told in Isaiah 9:6 that this Messiah 
would be called “Wonderful, Counsellor.” 
The Old Testament is replete with counselors, 
some wise, most unwise. No one in the Bible 
spoke more about the need of counseling than 
Solomon. Proverbs was written, in my opin
ion, by Solomon to his son Rehoboam, who 
would later be involved in the division of the 
Kingdom, North and South. In Proverbs 
19:20, Solomon urged his son to “Hear (heed) 
counsel.” From Proverbs chapter one, we are 
led to believe that Rehoboam stubbornly re
jected his father’s advice.

When Jesus Christ came, He too offered 
counsel. Yet, when His counsel is rejected, it 
has eternal effects.

Jesus counseled Nicodemus to be “born 
again” (John 3:7), and he still urges people to 
get saved. He came “to seek and to save that 
which was lost.”

Jesus counseled Martha, the believer, to 
put Him first. In Luke 10:42, Jesus said, “But 
one thing is needful.” Are you majoring on 
Jesus?

Jesus counseled the Laodicean church that 
was active in giving but passive in going to 
realize that they needed Him to get the job 
done. Revelation 3:20 pictures Jesus standing 
outside this church knocking for admittance.

We know Jesus as that Wise Counselor 
whom Isaiah visualized. His words are to be 
heeded by the unsaved, the saved, and the 
churches. Why? Pilate told the chief priests 
and people, “I find no fault in this man.” Yes, 
our Saviour is the only sinless counselor.

Isaiah looked for a Messiah who was a 
Mighty God.

How do we know that Jesus was a mighty 
God? By signs, wonders, and miracles. The 

Mighty God stilled the storm on the Sea of 
Galilee. This was more than just a mighty act 
of God in controlling nature. Jesus was saying 
to those disciples and every believer today 
that only He can still the storms of life. His 
might is seen more graphically in our lives 
than in nature itself.

Jesus, our Mighty God, took the loaves and 
fishes brought by the little boy. One of my 
favorite songs is, “Little Is Much When God Is 
in It.” It was that way then and hasn’t 
changed all through the centuries. God took 
Peter, a foul-mouthed, dirty fisherman who 
was easily angered, and turned him into a 
giant, the “Rock.” He took a persecuting, 
murdering Saul and used him to win souls and 
start churches. Is Jesus the Mighty God that 
Isaiah envisioned? Of course!

Isaiah looked for a Messiah who was the 
Everlasting Father.

Was Jesus the Father? The scene is the 
upper room; the text is John 14. Jesus was ap
proaching rapidly the cross. He had told the 
disciples on several occasions that His death 
was imminent. Beginning in chapter 14, He 
comforts the disciples by telling them He 
would prepare a place in heaven for them 
with the Father. Then He says the only way to 
the Father is through Him. At this point, 
Phillip interrupts to ask. “ ‘Lord, show us the 
Father; that is all we need.’ Jesus answered, 
‘For a long time I have been with you all; yet 
you do not know me, Phillip? Whoever has 
seen me has seen the Father" (John 14:8-9 
TEV).

In what ways was Jesus the Everlasting 
Father? He revealed the Father to us. As a 
father. He was concerned about our eternal 
need. Jesus also showed a fatherly concern 
for our welfare here on earth by promising to 
send the Holy Spirit, the Comforter, to help us 
while separated from Jesus, the Father’s Son.

Isaiah looked for a Messiah who was the 
Prince of Peace.

Paul had no doubt who the Prince of Peace 
was. In his letter to the Ephesian believers, he 
states, “Christ Jesus...is our peace, who hath 
made both one, and hath broken down the 
middle wall of partition between us; ...for to 
make of himself of twain one new man, so 
making peace; ...and came and preached 
peace to you which were afar off, and to them 
that were nigh” (Ephesians 2:13-18).

The Jews of Jesus’ day were looking for an 
Ayatollah Khomeini who would seize power 
and rule by force. However, Jesus seizes the 
hearts of men not by force but by love. Jesus 
said to His disciples in the latter part of His 
earthly ministry, “These things I have spoken 
unto you, that in me ye might have peace” 
(John 16:33). Someone has said, “True peace 
is not the absence of war, but the presence of 
God in the human heart.”

Isaiah only visualized the Messiah from 
afar off. As believers we can experience in 
our lives the Christ Isaiah looked for—Jesus, 
the Wise Counselor, the Mighty God, the 
Everlasting Father, and the Prince of Peace.

JACKSON—The Tennessee Board of Nurs
ing has approved Union University’s new 
bachelor of science degree in nursing, ac
cording to Marguerite Robey, chairman of 
Union’s nursing department.

With approval in hand, the college has 
begun actively recruiting candidates for the 
two-year advanced program and is preparing 
for June graduation students who entered 
under a pilot nursing program.

The approval is the final hurdle the pro
gram had to clear in meeting state guidelines 
for implementing the new degree. Union will 
retain the Associate of Science nursing pro
gram while adding the third and fourth years 
for the BSN degree in a two-plus-two plan, the 
administrator said.

The new program is designed to supple
ment a basic pre-service nursing education 
by providing increased nursing knowledge 
and clinical experiences which encourage 
expanded roles, non-traditional practice op
portunities and increased use of independent 
nursing judgment in health care planning.

In addition to learning alternate ways of 
organizing and delivering nursing care for 
hospitalized patients, the BSN student will 
learn to practice in settings where health 
maintenance is the principal concern. This 
expanded nursing practice may be performed 
in clinics, community agencies or patients’ 
homes.

“Union has received an enthusiastic 
response from registered nurses who want to 
further their education locally while keeping 
their jobs,” said Robey. “The program is 
designed to complement most working situa
tions and there should be little reason for a 
student to have to quit her job to complete the 
program.

“In fact, area hospitals are offering tuition 
assistance to their employees who wish to ex
pand their education under a program such as
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we are offering.”
The college, which has been offering 

courses that now apply to the BSN degree, 
plans to graduate about 14 students in June. It 
is anticipated that subsequent classes will be 
larger “since there appears to be a great deal 
of interest in the program on the part of area 
registered nurses,” Robey added.
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CALLING FOR VOLUNTEERS—North Carolina Governor Jim Hunt (left) has called 
on Charles Petty (center) and Floyd Craig, two Baptist ministers and former 
denominational workers, to help him develop a massive campaign to enlist 
volunteers for involvement in the state's programs to alleviate human need.

Nativity scene baby 
brings Christmas joy

N.C. governor says Christians 
can solve problems in society

By Jim Newton
RALEIGH, N.C. (BP)-North Carolina 

Gov. Jim Hunt believes the problems in socie
ty will never be solved without the help of 
dedicated, Christian people.

“People all over our state are hurting, and 
we need to respond to their hurts,” he says. 
“But the government can’t solve their prob
lems, because they are human problems.”

“What we’ve got to do is to challenge the 
Christian people of North Carolina to get out 
there and help people in need,” he continues, 
gesturing like an evangelist.

Gov. Hunt, an active Presbyterian layman, 
feels the churches of North Carolina—some 
10,000 strong, are the best organized and best 
equipped organizations in the state to help ac
complish this goal.

HISTORICALLY
FROM THE FILES

50 YEARS AGO
Edgefield Baptist Church, Nashville, 

called W.H. Barton as pastor. He was 
pastor of First Baptist Church, 
Tuscumbia, Ala. Barton succeeded 
John H. Moore who resigned because of 
ill health.

Members of Second Baptist Church, 
Jackson, lost their building by fire. 
Pastor W.P. Reeves who lived next 
door to the church was aroused by the 
roaring flames in the night. The flames 
had gained such momentum that prac
tically nothing could be done except 
save nearby buildings. Icy streets 
delayed the fire engines. Union Univer
sity, only a short distance from the 
church, made its auditorium and 
classrooms available to the congrega
tion.

25 YEARS AGO
Members of Brownsville Baptist 

Church, Brownsville, entered their new 
$47,000 educational building. The 
church had recently purchased a $6,600 
lot on which a building would be erected 
for Calvary Chapel, the church’s mis
sion. James F. Yates was pastor.

10 YEARS AGO
James Lee Sparks, Clarksville, was 

named director of Baptist student work 
at Vanderbilt University, Nashville, 
and William Barker Lee, Memphis, was 
selected to direct Baptist student work 
in Knoxville.

That’s one of the reasons he recruited two 
Baptist ministers and former denominational 
workers to head up his administration’s effort 
to involve citizens in a massive, statewide 
program of volunteerism. (The fact that 1.1 
million of the estimated 2-million church 
members in North Carolina are Baptists also 
may have influenced that decision.)

Charles Petty, executive director of the 
governor’s office of citizen affairs, was direc
tor of the Christian Life Council for the Bap
tist State Convention of North Carolina before 
joining the Hunt administration. The office’s 
deputy director and “citizens’ advocate,” 
Floyd Craig, was director of public relations 
for almost 12 years for the Southern Baptist 
Christian Life Commission in Nashville.

Although some friends in the denomination 
have chided him for “leaving the ministry,” 
Petty is convinced that he is “still doing 
ministry” in his state government job. “I felt 
I could have enormous influence in the. 
world,” he says, pointing out that North 
Carolina’s $5.5-billion budget is two and a half 
times the total income of all Southern Baptist 
churches in the nation.

“We never quite get around to realizing the 
enormous potential government has to do the 
work of God,” said Petty. He pointed out that 
if the governor could be influenced to direct 
just .04 percent of his budget to world hunger 
relief in one form or another, he will, in effect, 
have contributed more to world hunger than 
the approximately $2.2-million that 13 million 
Southern Baptists did last year.

Nevertheless, Petty believes the task is too 
large for the church or the government to 
shoulder alone. “We just can’t begin to meet 
every human need in the state without 
everyone working together,” he emphasizes.

Gov. Hunt echoes that theme, stressing that 
“every Christian ought to be a volunteer in his 
own community.”

Christians, he says, ought to be involved as 
volunteers in at least three specific areas: as 
tutors in public schools, as volunteers in the 
prison, law enforcement and judicial 
systems, and as volunteers helping the elder
ly-

Adapted from January 1980 issue of World 
Mission Journal.

N. American mens' group 
elects Banks as officer

MEMPHIS (BP)—Bob Banks, program 
section director of the Southern Baptist 
Brotherhood Commission, has been named 
president-elect of the North American Con
ference of Mens’ Work Secretaries for a two- 
year term.

Banks is scheduled to become president of 
the fellowship of 20 denominational 
executives concerned about laymen of the 
churches in North America in December 1981.

By Terry Barone
LONGVIEW, Tex. (BP) — This Christmas 

may seem more like the first for Longview, 
Tex., residents, since Charles L. Holland, 
pastor of First Baptist Church, discovered an 
infant boy behind the manger in the church’s 
nativity scene.

As Holland walked to his office on Dec. 3, in 
32-degree weather, he heard what sounded 
like a baby crying. He first thought someone 
had added a recording to the scene, but he 
sensed reality in the voice and investigated.

About four yards behind the manger in a 
square, cardboard box, Holland discovered 
“the most beautiful, tiny, baby boy.” The 
infant was wrapped in a crib sheet and was 
lying on a pillow.

“I was absolutely awestruck,” Holland 
said.

Inside the box on a scrap of paper was a 
note which stated: “I’m Timothy. Please take 
care of me.” Throughout the rest of the day, 
because of the holiday season, the infant was 
given the name Timothy Christmas.

Timothy was taken to the church nursery to 
be cleaned and clothed and Holland notified 
the police and department of human 
resources who took Timothy to a Longview 
hospital for examination.

Holland said Timothy, who was two days 
old when found, weighs about seven pounds, 
eight ounces, is 20 inches long and is in 
“perfect health.”

Timothy had been left at the scene only a

Missionary rejoices 
as Cambodians lough

BANGKOK, Thailand (BP)-Southem Bap
tist missionary Daniel R. Hill has seen the 
first sign of joy among the Cambodian 
refugees and says “it’s worth crawling 
through mud for.”

Hill, who was in charge of setting up the 
food distribution system at Sa Kaew Camp, 
found that playful sternness helped keep 
order in the food lines and brought some 
laughter, too.

In fact, his system worked so well that 
Mark Brown, a representative of the United 
Nations High Commission for Refugees in 
charge of refugee holding camps in Thailand, 
asked him to become the food distributor of 
his holding centers team.

Hill, a native of Atlanta, Ga., will be in 
charge of buying and distributing the food.

“I have never seem anyone more effective 
in organizing and distributing food than 
Danny Hill,” Brown said.

The people at Sa Kaew were not familiar 
with life in a holding camp. Desperate to get 
all the food they could when it was available, 
they tried to return again and again to the 
food line, breaking in front of those less able 
to object. Hill became known as the “mad 
Baptist” as he attempted to restore order.

“We had to be rather stem with them,” he 
said. “It was a constant pressure of having to 
discipline some by making them go to the end 
of the line, telling some to get out of line as 
they had been served already, or making the 
line straighten up. When I talk about a line, I 
am talking about one line with about 40 people 
across and as far back as you can see.”

When Hill saw people breaking in line, he 
would go back to them, holding a stick, and 
tell them to get out of line or to go to the end. 
“I couldn’t allow any compassion to come 
in,” he says, “but they saw through that. I 
remember the first time I did that I turned 
around and started walking back, and they 
suddenly broke out laughing.

“When I heard the laughter, I thought, ‘This 
is good; they’re laughing.’ Since then I have 
played on it. Now, so often when I go after 
somebody, I’ll go after them in a way like go
ing toward a kid you’re wanting to tease or 
scare. They still sit there, then just burst out 
laughing. That’s worth standing on your head 
for or crawling through mud for, to see a little 
bit of joy and a little bit of laughter.” 

few minutes because his body temperature 
was about normal when he was discovered.

The discovery of the infant has captured 
world attention. Major networks and 
newspapers have covered the story of 
Timothy. Holland has received calls from 
Canada, Europe, and about half of the states 
inquiring about the baby.

Timothy was placed in a foster home, and 
on Tuesday and Wednesday was carried to 
the human resources office where he and 
Holland met with reporters from across the 
United States.

Holland believes God has used Timothy’s 
appearance, as he did Christ’s almost 2,000 
years ago, to remind us that He is here and is 
with us.

“Here was a child,” Holland said, “thrown 
into a cruel and hostile world. But because of 
this child, the basic human elements of love, 
affection, concern, and compassion have been 
displayed. Through this action, God is telling 
us He is in our presence.”

Holland believes God was in the process of 
the discovery, for two things were out of the 
ordinary on that Monday. First, Holland was 
late in getting to his office and second, he 
chose to enter his office by a route he never 
takes.

Holland asked a reporter from a major net
work why he came to Longview to cover the 
story. The reporter’s reply was, “Dr. 
Holland, the only good news in the world 
today is in Longview.”

The next Sunday’s sermon at First Baptist 
Church, Longview, was “I’m Timothy. Please 
take care of me.” The text was Isaiah 9:6, 
“For unto us a child is born.”

So far, no one has claimed Timothy, and his 
mother has not been identified. But this year, 
Timothy will have the love and affection of 
Longview because, said Holland, “This is 
Longview’s Christmas present.”

Barone is information consultant in the 
public relations department of the Baptist 
General Convention of Texas.

FOUND NEAR A MANGER—This two- 
day-old baby, shown with Longview 
Police Captain Earl Claxton, was 
found lying in the nativity scene at 
First Baptist Church, Longview, Tex.

Israeli Baptists publish 
missionary biography

NAZARETH, Israel—The Association of 
Baptist Churches in Israel has published an 
Arabic translation of the biography of 
Southern Baptist representative Paul D. 
Rowden Jr. who died of cancer in 1959 after 
one term in Israel. Rowden’s widow, Marjorie 
Rowden Kelly, was in Nazareth, Israel, 
recently for a special celebration of the 
publication. Rowden was director of Baptist 
School (Nazareth); the primary school 
building was named for him.


