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Parks pledges commitment 
to telling the Jesus story

RICHMOND. Va. (BP)—The heart of 
foreign missions is still the telling of the Jesus 
story, said R. Keith Parks to those gathered 
for his installation as executive director of the 
Southern Baptist Foreign Mission Board.

“We must never allow any other issue to 
diminish the basic issue to which we’re com
mitted,” he said.

Parks endorsed the use of “interested, 
qualified laypeople” in the planning and pro
jecting of foreign missions. He said that “the 
privilege of participating in meeting world 
hunger and other tragic needs of the whole 
man must be given.”

He pledged to provide “as wide and deep a 
channel (for such ministries) as Southern 
Baptists will enable us to provide.” But he ad
ded that “it is obvious that restrictions on 
finances and human resources will determine 
certain choices.

Tanner asks prayer 
for Iranian students

ATLANTA (BP)—A plea to pray for and 
minister to the estimated 45,000 Iranian 
students in the United States has been made 
by William G. Tanner, executive director
treasurer of the Southern Baptist Home Mis
sion Board.

“Many students are in different cir
cumstances as funds have been cut off, jobs 
have been terminated, and savings are rapid
ly being depleted,” Tanner told directors at 
the board’s January executive committee 
meeting.

Tanner said many of the students attend 
Southern Baptist related schools. “Many of 
these students are in desperate straits,” he 
said. “They can’t go home and they don’t 
know if they will be expelled. They are feeling 
the crisis in very real ways.”

That crisis, initiated Nov. 4 when students 
seized the American embassy in Tehran, has 
actually made victims of the Iranian students 
in America, Tanner claimed.

“I urge you to pray for these students, as 
well as for the hostages in the embassy,” he 
said. “I also urge you to minister to them, to 
help them, to share Christian compassion, 
and to share Jesus’ love with them. Jesus 
came to touch the lives of people; here is an 
opportunity to do missions at home.”

In other action, directors approved the ap
pointment of Russell Begaye as national 
language consultant on Indian affairs, and ap
proved 71 persons for missions service, in
cluding eight missionary associates, six mis
sion pastor interns, and 57 persons who were 
granted church pastoral assistance.

Begaye and his wife, Helen, have been 
directors of Santa Fe Indian Hall in Santa Fe, 
N.M., for the past three years. He replaces 
Frank Belvin of Okmulgee, Okla., who retired 
Dec. 31, after seven years as national consul
tant.

Begaye is a Navajo, and his wife is Choc
taw. He is a graduate of the University of 
California at Los Angeles and Southwestern 
Baptist Theological Seminary. He has been a 
pastor in Fort Worth, Texas, and a summer 
missionary in New Mexico and Arizona.

As a national consultant, Begaye will seek 
to develop Indian work on the reservations 
and in metro areas. He and his family will live 
in Dallas, Texas.

“Also,” he continued, “convention actions 
and concerted efforts promoting specific in
terests will diminish or cancel out basic com
mitments unless more people and money ac
company the demands for these new em
phases. The heart of foreign missions is still 
the telling of the Jesus story and as people ac
cept him as Saviour and Lord, indigenous 
churches emerge.”

More than 300 Southern Baptist leaders, 
family, friends, Foreign Mission board 
members and staff braved snow and ice Jan. 
7 to attend the installation service at Monu
ment Heights Baptist Church in Richmond, 
Va.

Parks told them that he is convinced that 
“once Southern Baptists are aware of needs, 
aware of the opportunities, aware of the 
challenge, the resources will be provided.”

“I am persuaded that this decade of mis
sions will have built into it greater danger, 
more uncertainty, more difficulty, more in
tense persecution and greater opportunities 
and challenges than any we’ve experienced in 
a long time,” he said.

Parks, a veteran of mission service in In
donesia and work at board headquarters as 
secretary for Southeast Asia and director of 
the mission support division, made his 
remarks following a sermon by his 
predecessor, Baker J. Cauthen.

Basing his sermon on Jesus’ teaching that 
what is impossible with men is possible with 
God, Cauthen urged Southern Baptists to 
seriously accept the challenge of the Biblical 
Great Commission to go into all the world 
preaching the gospel.

“As Southern Baptists we have laid our 
hands to what the world would call an im
possibility — Bold Mission Thrust,” he said, 
referring to the Southern Baptist Convention 
plan aimed at giving everyone in the world 
the chance to hear the gospel by the end of the 
century. “There’s simply no other way for 
man’s deep, basic problems to be solved,” 
Cauthen said. “They’re going to be solved 
God’s way.”

Cauthen said that no less than one-tenth of 
the $2-billion expected soon to be given an
nually by Southern Baptists should go to 
overseas missions. “To whom does the tithe 
belong? To the Lord Jesus Christ... From the 
time money is laid on the altar until it is ex
pended, every touch of that money must be 
flavored by the Great Commission,” Cauthen 
said.

He also called on the Foreign Mission 
Board and the Southern Baptist Radio and 
Television Commission to walk hand-in-hand
in the future. area.

Cauthens to visit China
RICHMOND, Va. (BP) — Baker J. Cauthen, retired executive director of the 

Southern Baptist Foreign Mission Board, and his wife Eloise, will visit China March 5-26, 
their first return since 1949 when they and other missionaries left in the face of advancing 
communism.

The Cauthens will be among a Baptist World Alliance delegation of about 25 people 
from several countries and will visit Canton, Shanghai, and Peking where they hope to 
worship with Christians.

Trip objectives include an assessment of participants in church services, Christians’ 
needs and how BWA can help, according to Robert S. Denny, BWA executive secretary. 
Possibilities for help include consultants, money, and Bibles, Denny said.

Expenses for each member of the delegation will be paid either by that individual or 
by his organization. The Foreign Mission Board voted in January to ask the Cauthens to 
represent the board on this trip and to pay their expenses.

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- ------ -------------------------------

MISSIONARY OFFICERS — Forrest Watkins (left), president of the Tennessee 
Directors of Missions Fellowship, congratulates the new president, Henry Guy 
Jackson. Other officers for the coming year will be vice-president, Robert Armour 
(right), and secretary-treasurer, Robert Mizell.

Jackson elected president 
of directors of missions

Henry Guy Jackson of Rogersville was 
elected president of the Tennessee Directors 
of Missions Fellowship during the organiza
tion’s second annual meeting last week in 
Brentwood. He is director of missions for 
Holston Valley Baptist Association.

Jackson succeeds Forrest (Woody) 
Watkins who was elected president at the 
group’s organizational meeting one year ago. 
Watkins is director of missions for Hamilton

Session scheduled 
for evangelists

Two Tennessee evangelists, Bob Kendig, 
Memphis, and R.T. Roberts, Cleveland, will 
speak to evangelists attending their sixth an
nual state conference in Nashville next week.

The Tennessee Conference for Baptist 
Evangelists will be held Monday morning, 
Jan. 21, beginning at 10:15. The men will meet 
in the chapel of the Belmont Heights Baptist 
Church. Benny Jackson, state president, said 
the program is open to evangelists, pastors, 
church staff members, and laymen.

In addition to the conference, a seminar
retreat will be held at the TBC building in 
Brentwood on Saturday, Jan. 19. On Sunday 
prior to the conference, the evangelists will be 
conducting revivals throughout the Nashville

County Baptist Association.
Other new officers are vice-president, 

Robert L. Armour, Beulah Baptist Associa
tion, and secretary-treasurer, Robert H. 
Mizell, New Duck River Baptist Association.

The fellowship met during the annual “At 
Home Week” for Tennessee Baptist Conven
tion staff workers which was held Jan. 7-10 at 
the Baptist Building.

During last week’s meeting the directors of 
missions, in a separate session, adopted a 
constitution for their organization.

According to Watkins, the purpose of the 
fellowship is to maintain contact among the 
directors of missions, provide encourage
ment, share information, and provide a forum 
for the discussion of mutal problems and op
portunities.

The group expressed its appreciation to 
Tom Madden, TBC executive secretary, and 
the Tennessee Baptist Convention for their 
continued support of the missionaries. They 
also expressed gratitude particularly for in
cluding the directors of missions in the con
vention’s medical insurance coverage.

In addition to the meeting during “At Home 
Week,” the directors also will meet during the 
April 22-24 Conference for Associational Mis
sionaries and Associates at Pigeon Forge and 
during the Tennessee Baptist Convention.

Criswell's illness 
cancels messages

W.A. Criswell is hospitalized in Dallas and 
will not be able to speak at next week’s Ten
nessee Evangelism Conference in Nashville, 
according to information received Jan. 14. 
His doctors have told him to cancel all speak
ing engagements for the next several weeks.

Criswell is pastor of First Baptist Church, 
Dallas, Tex., and a former president of the 
Southern Baptist Convention.

At press time, Malcolm McDow, TBC 
evangelism director, is enlisting another well- 
known speaker to complete the program for 
the Jan. 21-22 conference, which will be held 
at Belmont Heights Baptist Church, 
Nashville.
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Nation's religious leaders 
asked to join energy fight

By Stan Hastey
WASHINGTON (BP) - Declaring that 

Americans have become “profligate 
wasters” of energy resources, President 
Carter called on representatives of the 
nation’s religious community to help lead the 
way in conservation efforts.

Carter told 125 persons representing more 
than 30 religious groups at a White House 
breakfast that “the conservation of oil has a 
religious connotation” in that “we are 
stewards under God’s guidance” who are 
called upon “to husband” natural resources 
for the good of all persons, especially the less 
fortunate.

The day-long conference on religion and 
energy in the 1980s was sponsored by five 
groups, including the Baptist Sunday School 
Board. Others were the National Council of 
Churches, the U.S. Catholic Conference, the 
Synagogue Council of America, and the Inter
faith Coalition on Energy.

The president’s somber view of the energy 
situation was; reinforced later by U.S. Sen. 
Bill Bradley, D-N.J., who said this country “is 
on the brink of a very serious, potential 
disaster” because of its over-dependence on 
unstable foreign energy suppliers.

Noting that Americans spent $65-billion in 
1979 on foreign oil, the former New York 
Knicks basketball star warned that “we are 
sending the wealth of this country abroad to 
satisfy our appetite for oil.”

Bradley distinguished between reliable 
foreign oil sources and “insecure” foreign oil, 
noting that at present the U.S. imports 25 per
cent of its petroleum from the unstable Per
sian Gulf area, while 45 percent of Europe’s 
and 75 percent of Japan’s supplies come from 
the same region.

That kind of dependence, he said, coupled 
with the expected shortfall of Soviet oil sup
plies by the mid-1980s, amount to a “prescrip
tion for conflict” in what he called the 
“tinderbox atmosphere” of the Persian Gulf 
region.

Harold C. Bennett, executive secretary
treasurer of the Southern Baptist 
Convention’s Executive Committee, par
ticipated in one of two panels of religious 
leaders who addressed the group.

Bennett enumerated four theological prin
ciples which ought to shape a proper response 
to the energy crisis. He pointed to the Old 
Testament and New Testament teaching that 
“the world is the Lord’s,” the fact that “man 
is God’s creation,” the teaching that “man is 
bound by God’s creation,” and the idea of 
man as God’s steward of the world’s 
resources.

Alluding to the late Southern Baptist 
theologian, Carlisle Marney, Bennett ad
vocated adoption of Marney’s “ethics of par
simony,” the view that in the consumption of 
resources people ought to use “the least that 
will do.”

Appearing on the other panel was J. Ralph 
McIntyre, director of the church and staff 
support division of the Baptist Sunday School 
Board, who reviewed guidelines devised by 
the board’s church architecture department 
to help Southern Baptist churches conserve 
energy.

McIntyre said the Sunday School Board is 
committed to an “aggressive” approach to 
energy conservation in the convention. Its 
concept of “operational conservation” has 
the potential to help local churches save huge 
quantities of energy, releasing wasted money 
for more primary purposes. He said “at least 
98 percent” of SBC congregations could 
benefit by reconditioning present facilities for 
energy conservation.

Other religious spokesmen addressing the 
consultation included M. William Howard, 
president of the National Council of 
Churches; Rabbi Marc Tanenbaum of the 
American Jewish Committee; William M. 
Cosgrove of the U.S. Catholic Conference; 
Albert Vorspan of the Union of American 
Hebrew Congregations; and Boston Universi
ty Theologian Elizabeth Bettenhausen.

During the day’s final sessions, par
ticipants asked a steering committee to make 
specific recommendations on mobilizing the 
religious community toward a major conser
vation effort in the nation’s churches and 
synagogues. One probable outcome of the 
Washington meeting will be a conservation 
weekend in which all churches and 
synagogues will be invited to participate.

Besides Bennett and McIntyre, other 
Southern Baptist participants included Grady 
C. Cothen, president, and James W. Clark, ex
ecutive vice president of the Sunday School 
Board; A.R. Fagan, executive director of the 
SBC Stewardship Commission; W.C. Fields, 
director of public relations for the SBC Ex
ecutive Committee; James H. Smith, ex
ecutive director of the SBC Brotherhood Com
mission; Richard M. Stephenson, executive 
secretary of the Baptist General Association 
of Virginia; and Arthur L. Walker Jr., ex
ecutive director of the SBC Education Com
mission.

Missouri church 
mother-daughter fortunetellers

ROCKWOOD, Mo. (BP)—A mother and 
daughter who say they “firmly believe we’re 
doing God’s work” were disfellowshipped 
from Rockwood Baptist Church in In
dependence, Mo., for their practices in for
tunetelling.

Rockwood’s pastor, Sidney Scott, said such 
practices are unbiblical. He defended the ac
tion of the 1,200-member church as consistent 
with the grievance procedure against a 
brother described in Matthew 18.

The mother-daughter pair participated in a 
psychic fair in Kansas City. Publicity from 
that event identified the women as Southern 
Baptists, which prompted Scott to investigate 
their practices.

“It became a problem for many of us—the 
people in the church,” said Scott. “We felt 
like something needed to be done. We felt the 
mother and daughter needed to be confronted 
for in-depth information concerning their 
practices.”

After investigation by the pastor and three 
deacons, the deacon board asked the women 
to renounce their fortunetelling. When they 
refused, the deacons recommended to the 
church that fellowship be withdrawn.

The mother, Mrs. Lolaverne Stephenson 
Rubenstein, called the action “an abomina
tion” and “an inquisition.” “There’s no other 
word for it,” she told Associated Press. “I 
firmly believe I’m doing God’s work.” Mrs. 
Rubenstein has been a palm reader for 10 
years.

Her daughter, Fern Robin, uses crystal 
balls in her psychic reading. She said though 
the church disapproved of her beliefs she 
doesn’t do anything the Bible says not to.

“I don’t do spells,” she said. “I don’t talk to 
spirits. I don’t do anything the Bible says is 
not right to do. I have read, I have studied, I 
have prayed. I wouldn’t do it unless I really 
felt it was God’s choice for me.”

Ms. Robin rejects the fortuneteller tag, say
ing rather she is “a person occasionally God 
will send’visions to. I’m not a con artist. God 
seeks everybody. I’ve just tried to be a little 
more attuned. If everybody could really talk 
to God, I’d be out of a job. They wouldn’t need 
me.”

Scott said an investigation into members’ 
activities is not a practice of the church where 
he has been pastor for seven years. “Some of 
these things finally come to the surface and 
you have to go ahead and deal with it however 
agonizing it might be,” he said.

“I’m sick about it,” said Ms. Robin. “I 
think we have a problem because my mother 
and I so literally believe the Bible. When it 
says you can do it, we have accepted that a 
human can do it. What we’re doing is pointing 
people to God, telling them about Jesus.”

Scott and the Rockwood church would 
argue that practices of the pair are not

GREETING NEW PRESIDENT — Fred 
Isaacs (left) of Cosby, chairman of the 
Board of Trustees for the Southern 
Baptist Radio-TV Commission, con
gratulates Jimmy Allen, newly- 
elected commission president who 
began his new duties Jan. 15.

disfellowships

Biblical. Deut. 18:10-11 reads: “There shall 
not be found among you...anyone who prac
tices divination, a soothsayer, or an augur, or 
a sorcerer, or a charmer or a medium, or a 
wizard or a necromancer.”

Scott said the couple may worship at 
Rockwood, and would be received as 
members again if they said they discontinued 
their practices. But Ms. Robin said her family 
would worship at home.

Madden to lead 
history update

NASHVILLE—Tom Madden, executive 
secretary of the Tennessee Baptist Conven
tion, has been appointed chairman for Ten
nessee in the production of Volume IV of the 
Encyclopedia of Southern Baptists.

As state chairman, Madden will be respon
sible for selection of topics for inclusion in the 
projected volume and for appointment of 
writers. He will be assisted by Jean Adkinson, 
consultant for work with the Tennessee Bap
tist Historical Society.

Twelve other persons in Tennessee will be 
coordinating writers and articles for key 
areas to be included in Volume IV:

Arthur Walker, Articles on the American 
Baptist Seminary and on the Education Com
mission;

Roy Jennings, articles on the Brotherhood 
Commission;

William Tillman, articles on the Christian 
Life Commission;

Albert McClellan, articles on the Executive 
Committee and the Southern Baptist Conven
tion;

A. Ronald Tonks, articles on the Historical 
Commission;

Raymond Rigdon, articles on the Seminary 
Extension Department;

Hollis Johnson, articles on the Southern 
Baptist Foundation;

Rudolph Fagen, articles on the Stewardship 
Commission and on stewardship;

Gomer Lesch, articles on the Sunday School 
Board;

William J. Reynolds, articles on church 
music;

Foy Valentine, articles on ethics and social 
concerns;

Martin B. Bradley, articles on study and 
research in the SBC.

Volume IV of the Encyclopedia is scheduled 
for publication by Broadman in 1982. It will in
clude about 1,200 articles prepared by some 
900 writers. The managing editor is Lynn E. 
May Jr., executive director, SBC Historical 
Commission.

Volumes I, II, and III are available at Bap
tist Book Stores.

Churches in Russia 
report some progress

MOSCOW, USSR—More than 500 delegates 
from all over the Soviet Union, gathered here 
recently for the 42nd Congress of the All 
Union Council of Evangelical Christians- 
Baptists, heard progress reports on the work 
of the churches.

The delegates represented 500,000 Baptists 
and Evangelical Christians, 30,000 
Pentecostals, and 20,000 Mennonites.

The five years since the last congress have 
seen 203 new congregations formed and 34,154 
baptisms, according to a report by the Euro
pean Baptist Press Service. Because of 
deaths and nearly 5,000 disciplinary excom
munications, the net gain in membership has 
been 9,393, the report said.

General Secretary Alexei Bichkov ex
pressed the appreciation of the council that 
since the previous congress, 150,000 Bibles, 
New Testaments, and hymn books had been 
imported. During the congress, Bibles printed 
in Leningrad were handed out from the 20,000 
printed recently in the USSR. With the help of 
the Baptist World Alliance and the Mennonite 
Central Committee, a multivolume commen
tary on the whole Bible is being translated 
into Russian.

“Contrary to outside doubts as to the 
democratic procedures of the congress, the 
sessions saw many delegates ready and will
ing to question their leaders and even call 
them to task for ineffectiveness,” reported 
Denton Lotz for European Baptist Press Serv
ice.

Lotz reported that questions were asked 
about the lack of Bibles, permission to build, 
the need for more help from the general 
secretary, the need for education of pastors, 
high expenditures in the budget for entertain
ing foreign guests, and the amount of trav
elling abroad by council leaders.

In spite of apparent criticism of the council 
leadership, Bichkov was re-elected general 
secretary and A. Klimenko was re-elected 
president.

Although only three delegates were women, 
their voices were heard, according to Lotz. 
The congress “discussed at length” the place 
of women in the church. While the ordination 
of women was rejected, the congress had no 
answer to the problem of a congregation that 
has no male members. Several churches were 
acknowledged as being led by women, Lotz 
reported.

One woman delegate reportedly suggested 
that pastors would have more time for their 
distinctive work if they would let women 
share in the ministry of the church.

Reconstruction team 
arrives in Dominica

RICHMOND, Va. (BP)-The first of 
several Southern Baptist volunteer work 
teams assisting in a six-week reconstruction 
effort on hurricane-devastated Dominica has 
arrived on the Caribbean island as scheduled.

The Southern Baptist Foreign Mission 
Board’s laymen overseas office feared that 
the team from Mississippi might be delayed 
because of a threatened government workers’ 
strike which could have paralyzed airport and 
dock operations.

The Mississippians arrived Jan. 7 and were 
scheduled to return to the United States on 
Jan. 13. Other volunteer teams are expected 
to help in reconstruction during January and 
the first part of February.

Phone numbers set up 
at evangelism conference

Baptists attending the 1980 State 
Evangelism Conference at Belmont 
Heights Baptist Church in Nashville 
next week can receive emergency 
phone messages at the church, ac
cording to Malcolm McDow, state 
evangelism director.

Two numbers, 297-2062 and 297-2367, 
have been listed as special numbers for 
the conference. The numbers are in the 
615 area code.
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FMB to study streamlining;
lay involvement reported up

DEDICATION SERVICE — Cecil Ray, executive secretary of the North Carolina 
Baptist Convention, leads a prayer of dedication for Keith Parks, new executive 
director of the Foreign Mission Board, and his wife, Helen Jean. Their family and 
board members join them on their knees.

Missionary appointment rate 
rises after sluggish decade

RICHMOND, Va. (BP)—The growth rate in 
missionary personnel slowed in the 1970s, but 
record appointments in the last two years 
marked a turn in the pace, Louis R. Cobbs 

. told the Southern Baptist Foreign Mission 
Board in its January meeting.

“We would hope the last two years mark the 
beginnings of results of Bold Mission Thrust,” 
said Cobbs, secretary for missionary person
nel.

Although the 332 appointments in 1979 
represented a slight decrease from the record 
350 in 1978, the number passed the 300 mark 
for the second time in board history. Net in
crease in the total missionary force, which in 
1979 passed 3,000 for the first time, was 507 for 
the decade. In the 1960s it was 1,010.

This slowing in growth rate occurred 
although the total number of appointments in
creased from 1,892 in the 1960s to 2,550 in the 
1970s. Cobbs attributed the slowing to a higher 
percentage of persons going overseas in aux
iliary categories, completing service in one to 
four years.

The 1979 appointees were sent to 57 coun
tries to fill 61 different types of jobs, but the 
number of career missionaries appointed for 
certain strategic positions were low. Among 
the 150 career missionaries commissioned, 
only 56 were appointed to church develop
ment categories. Yet 70 percent of the re
quests from the field were for that category. 
Requests for medical personnel were fewer, 
but only two physicians and one dentist and no 
nurses were appointed for career medical 
service.

The 2,552 career missionaries continued to 
dominate the work force, although mis
sionary associates, missionary journeymen 
and special project medical workers rose to a 
total of 456. Personnel in these categories 
serve terms of four years or less and rarely 
attend language school.

Of the 57 countries receiving new workers, 
Argentina received the greatest number—16. 
That total exceeded all the countries in West 
Africa, which got 14, or East Asia, which 
received 10. Other countries receiving the 
most missionaries were South Brazil, 14; 
Kenya, Windward Islands and Philippines, 13 
each; Japan, 12; Tanzania and Ghana, 11 
each; and North Brazil and Colombia, 10 
each.

The new personnel came from 36 states and 
seven foreign countries. Tennessee was 
fourth among the states in the number of ap
pointees with 17. Leading the list was Texas, 
the traditional leader, with 53. Alabama had 
29 and North Carolina was third with 18.

Of the 116 new missionaries who graduated 
from Baptist colleges, the largest number, 19,

Krai';* f”

attended Baylor University, Waco, Tex. 
Other leading suppliers among Baptist 
schools were Ouachita Baptist University, 
Arkadelphia, Ark., and Samford University, 
Birmingham, Ala., with 11 each. Another 164 
appointees were graduates of non-Baptist col
leges and universities. Eighty-four were 
seminary graduates.

A statistical profile of the average career 
missionary couple showed them to be slightly 
older than their counterparts in 1978. The 
average man was 32.4 and the woman 30. 
They had 1.3 children. The 150 career mis
sionaries included 70 couples, eight single 
women and two single men. The average mis
sionary associates were 46 years for men and 
47.6 for women, a little younger than those in 
1978. Missionary journeymen averaged 23 
years of age.

The missionary personnel report also 
revealed 230 losses in 1979 through retire
ment, death, resignation, and completion of 
terms. Resignations accounted for 121 losses. 
Cobbs remarked that the 4.5 percent loss 
through resignation was the lowest he knew of 
among mission boards. Reappointments of 
resigned missionaries totaled 29 last year, 
down one from the previous year.

FMB officials hope for passage 
of tax bill exempting missionaries

RICHMOND, Va. (BP)—Southern Baptist 
Foreign Mission Board officials express hope 
that Congress will pass a bill which would 
relieve them from paying most of the approx
imately $l-million in annual income tax for 
missionaries living overseas.

H.R. 1319, the bill which board officials and 
congressional observers believe will pass 
both houses of Congress before April 15, 
restores a $20,000 exclusion for qualified 
employees of public charities and religious 
organizations living overseas, with the excep
tion of those living in the more developed 
countries.

The current law, the Foreign Earned In
come Act of 1978, had eliminated the exclu
sion for all countries.

The Foreign Mission Board has mis
sionaries in only 11 countries or territories not 
covered by the bill. Those nations where mis
sionaries will be subject to income tax under 
the pending legislation are: Austria, 
Belgium, France, Germany, Italy, Japan, 
Republic of South Africa, Transkei, 
Bophuthatswana, Scotland, and Switzerland.

Sidney C. Reber, director of the board’s 
management services division, estimates 
1979 taxes for missionaries in these countries

RICHMOND, Va. (BP)-With a view to 
possible streamlining and cost-cutting, the 
77-member Southern Baptist Foreign Mission 
Board voted in January to take a close look at 
the frequency of its meetings and the amount 
of detail it handles.

Board President John W. Patterson of Rich
mond will appoint a, special committee to 
work with the board’s new executive director, 
R. Keith Parks, in the study.

William L. Self of Atlanta, Ga., immediate 
past president, brought the motion from a 
10-person “sounding board” committee which 
worked with Parks in the fourth-month transi
tion period following the new chief 
executive’s election last August.

The new group will look at the board’s 
monthly agenda, its relationships with the 
headquarters staff, and other matters related 
to work efficiency. The board currently meets 
11 times a year, with the full membership en
couraged to attend the main meetings in Oc
tober, April, and a major summer meeting 
held at either Ridgecrest or Glorieta Baptist 
Conference Centers.

The board officers and 12 local members 
from Virginia carry a large share of respon
sibility for the smaller monthly meetings, but 
expenses still range from about $6,500-$7,000 
for the monthly sessions and up to $30,000 for 
the three main meetings. These figures in
clude not only members’ travel, housing, and 
eating expenses, but also rental of buses for 
local transportation and other items related 
to the meeting.

Should the board adopt a schedule of less 
frequent meetings, it probably would 
delegate more responsibility to the Richmond 
staff for making decisions between sessions.

The January meeting, which opened with 
simple ceremonies to install Parks as ex
ecutive director, included time for special 
prayers for the future of Baptist work in 
Rhodesia, where there is “uneasy peace,” 
and for Floyd H. North, retiring Jan. 31 after 
23 years with the board. Since 1959 North has 
been editor of The Commission, the board’s 
monthly magazine. He was given special 
recognition at the meeting.

In a report time, the board was told that 
3,793 short-term volunteers served overseas 
last year. This represents a 24 percent in
crease over 1978. The total included 201 who 
served a year or more, supplementing the 
work of about 3,000 missionaries.

Seventy-five of the volunteers were part of 
Mission Service Corps, the program under 
which Southern Baptist volunteers work one 
to two years beside career missionaries at 

will approximate $54,000.
Although H R. 1319 did not include a provi

sion to reinstate the $20,000 exclusion when it 
left the House of Representatives and moved 
to the Senate, the Senate Finance Committee 
tacked on a rider which includes the exclu
sion.

The bill, with its rider, must now go to the 
full Senate and be passed, then go into a con
ference committee made up of members of 
the Senate Finance Committee and the House 
Ways and Means Committee. A conference 
committee is called whenever one house of 
Congress alters or adds to a bill originally 
presented by the other house.

The House Ways and Means Committee 
may require additional hearings, but board 
officials and their congressional advisors are 
not too concerned about this possibility.

“The rider includes a provision related to 
taxation of foreign investments in U.S. prop
erty,” Reber said. “Because the House has 
been interested in closing a tax loophole in 
this area, we think they won’t make a big 
issue of the exclusion provision.”

“Concerned Baptists should write to their 
congressmen in support of H.R. 1319,” he 
added.

home or abroad.
James W. Cecil, associate consultant for 

laymen overseas, said the board is moving 
along well toward its Bold Mission Thrust 
goal of having 10,000 volunteers serving an
nually by the year 2000. Predictions indicate 
the lay involvement will reach almost 6,000 in 
1980 and that the goal will be reached in 1992 if 
the present growth continues.

The total for 1979 included 3,139 who went 
out under the laymen overseas office, 454 who 
took part in projects organized by the board’s 
evangelism and church development office, 
and 200 in medical work. Evangelism 
volunteers are expected to top 2,100 this year 
as 46 different teams go to 13 countries. A 
large part of these will be involved in major 
campaigns in South Korea and Brazil.

The board authorized appointment of a task 
force of board and staff members to suggest 
ways it can utilize the expertise of outstand
ing lay people who want to assist in foreign 
missions. The groups is expected to report 
back in February, and a report also will be 
given at the February meeting of the 
Southern Baptist Convention’s Executive 
Committee.

Board officials point out that the success of 
these short-term assignments is dependent 
upon the career missionaries, who originate 
the requests for volunteer help and work with 
them after they arrive overseas. The board 
had a total of 3,008 missionaries as of Dec. 31.

The latest list shows missionaries serving 
in 94 countries. The African country of Sudan 
was added Jan. 1, but Turkey and Iran were 
removed from the list because of little 
likelihood that missionaries will be able to 
return there this year.

Missionary Personnel Secretary Louis R. 
Cobbs said the 332 missionaries approved last 
year resulted in a net gain of 102 for the year. 
The 230 losses included 121 resignations. 15 
retirements, one in-service death, and 93 aux
iliary personnel (journeymen and special pro
ject workers) who completed their 
assignments. Twenty-seven career mis
sionaries and two associates were reap
pointed during the year.

Cobbs said the resignation rate of about 4.5 
percent is low compared with rates for most 
missionary enterprises. At the year’s end, the 
board had 2,552 career missionaries and 456 
auxiliary personnel,including 226 associates, 
215 journeymen, and 15 special project 
medical workers.

Optimistic reports were presented on both 
the Lottie Moon Christmas Offering and 
special gifts for relief ministries. Although no 
totals are yet available. Parks said he is con
fident Southern Baptist giving will meet or ex
ceed the $40.5-million Lottie Moon goal, an an
nual offering that provides more than half the 
board’s budget.

W. Eugene Grubbs, consultant for laymen 
overseas and relief ministries, said giving for 
hunger and relief totaled $3.451,006 as of Dec. 
8, with more than $3-million of this money ap
propriated last year for relief work.

The board had approximately $l-million on 
hand in this fund at the beginning of this year, 
Grubbs said, but he anticipates that more 
than half of this amount will be needed for 
work which missionaries and volunteers are 
doing with Cambodian refugees in Thailand. 
The board appropriated more than $600,000 
for this work in the last months of 1979.

Truman Kerr, executive assistant to the ex
ecutive director of Louisiana Baptists, told 
the board that Baptists in his state are pray
ing for 200 persons to make life commitments 
to missions during the Foreign Mission 
Board’s April 8 appointment service in Alex
andria.
Church calls new pastor

Fountain Head Baptist Church, Portland, 
called Carlton E. Connelly as pastor recently.

A native of Nashville, Connelly is a 
graduate of Boyce Bible School, Louisville, 
and attended Belmont College in Nashville for 
two years.

Portland will be Connelly’s first pastorate. 
He succeeds James Hester in the post.
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SQITORIAL

Conference needs prayers
For 33 consecutive years, the annual Evangelism 

Conference has been an important event in the life of 
Tennessee Baptists. Next week’s gathering at Bel
mont Heights Baptist Church should be no exception.

Evangelism and missions throughout history 
have been those twin tracks on which Southern Bap
tists have united their efforts to serve God and to pro
claim the gospel of Jesus Christ. These two emphases 
were the rallying cry that led to the formation of the 
Southern Baptist Convention in 1845.

The Evangelism Conference comes at a good 
time on the calendar. After all the activities con
nected with the beginning of the new church year in 
October, the associational meetings, the annual Ten
nessee Baptist Convention, budget promotion in the 
churches, and the Lottie Moon Christmas Offering for 
Foreign Missions, our churches—and especially our 
pastors—need this meeting in January to refocus our 
attention on why all these and other activities are 
necessary.

In many ways, the Evangelism Conference sets 
the pace for what happens in our churches during the 
rest of the year. The two-day, five session meeting 
can be used positively to challenge our church leaders 
to intensify efforts to reach the lost and to make 
witnessing disciples of those who are already saved.

In spite of the last minute cancellation by W.A. 
Criswell, the conference will have an outstanding 
group of speakers.

From Tennessee, we will hear Charles Sullivan, 
pastor of Southland Baptist Church, Memphis; Bill 
Sherman, pastor of Woodmont Baptist Church, 
Nashville; Benny Jackson, evangelist from Mem
phis; and two TBC staffers, Tom Madden and Carroll 
Owen.

Other speakers include:
—Jimmy Allen, new president of the SBC Radio 

and Television Commission, who has been the driving 
force behind the implementation of Bold Mission 
Thrust.

—Jim Henry, pastor of First Baptist Church, 
Orlando, Fla., who will be remembered by many Ten
nesseans for his pastoral leadership in the growth of 
Two Rivers Baptist Church, Nashville.

—Frederick Sampson, pastor of Tabernacle Mis
sionary Baptist Church, Detroit, whose messages will 
be eagerly anticipated by anyone who has ever heard 
him preach.
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Roy Fish, professor of evangelism at 
Southwestern Baptist Theological Seminary, Fort 
Worth, who will bring five Bible studies, as he did at 
the 1977 Evangelism Conference.

The musicians have been enlisted, providing a 
variety of solos, duets, a brass ensemble, and the Ten
nessee Baptist Chorale.

But one thing is still needed—the prayers of Ten
nessee Baptists. We urge you to join with those at
tending in fervent prayer that God will use the 1980 
Evangelism Conference to make it all that God wants 
it to be.

Gfcero’scomment
By the editor

The best way
By Bob Terry, editor

“Word and Way,” Jefferson City, MO
Reportedly, the top eight independent religious fund raisers 

. gleaned slightly less than $300-million in 1978.
Oral Roberts led the list with approximately $60-million. The 

Armstrongs (World Wide Church of God) gathered in about 
$57-million; Jerry Falwell, $46-million; 700 Club, $30-million; Billy 
Graham, $28-million; PTL, $25-million; Rex Humbard, $18-million;

. and Robert Schuler, $ll-million.
Southern Baptists, through their state and nationwide mission 

offerings, took in slightly more than $300-million.
The independent religious fund raisers all have extensive 

media ministries. Among the group, there are three churches, five 
schools, one hospital, and assorted mission ministries.

By comparison, Southern Baptists operate six seminaries. In 
fact, one out of every five seminary students in the United States is 
enrolled in a Southern Baptist seminary. Through the state conven
tions, Southern Baptists operate 67 colleges, schools, and Bible 
schools. In addition, Southern Baptists have campus ministers 
serving more than 1,100 college campuses across the United States.

Southern Baptists have about 6,000 fulltime missionaries serv
ing in this country and in 93 other countries around the world. 
Literally, the sun never sets on Southern Baptist ministries. The 
SBC Foreign Mission Board composes the largest Christian non
Catholic missionary force in the world. Its ministries stretch from 
evangelism to healing to teaching to feeding hungry souls the 
physical bread, as well as the Bread of Life.

Southern Baptists have an extensive radio ministry and a 
growing television ministry. Southern Baptists have the largest 
Christian publishing house in the country and contribute leadership 

• to Baptists life on a national and international level.
The number of Southern Baptist churches is growing and an 

average of over 1,000 souls per day have been baptized in Southern 
Baptist churches for years.

This recitation is not intended as a bragging session.
Rather, it is to illustrate God’s blessings on Southern Baptists 

and the way Southern Baptists do things together. Through the 
Cooperative Program, Bible believing, independent Baptist 
churches are cooperating to obey the command of Jesus Christ to 
go into all the world with the gospel.

No other group comes near the obedience of God’s command 
demonstrated by Southern Baptists.

A Difference The Christ Can Make

Cicero was invited to bring the camera and 
cover the organizational meeting of a new 
Baptist organization called PINCH.

I was greeted by the spokeswoman of the 
group, Miss Fitts, who explained that the new 
organization was for Baptists who drop out in 
a pinch. Also, she explained that the organiza
tion would be for those who feel the pinch of 
church membership and decide to let this ir
ritation cause them to become inactive.

“What does PINCH stand for?,” Cicero 
asked.

“It comes from the first letters of the words 
Placent Inactive Non-Church Helpers,” Miss 
Fitts explained. “We are looking for Baptists 
who could be called ‘church losers’—those 
who have been lost to active church member
ship.”

. Cicero noted that there would be a lot of pro
spective members, judging by the number of 
inactive and non-resident Baptists on church 
roles.

“Right,” said Miss Fitts. “We feel that it’s 
time that the more than three-million-plus of 
us had an organization that could exert some 
influence in our denomination.”

I inquired about the requirements for 
PINCH membership.

Otto Church, membership chairman, 
fielded the question. “Members will be those 
who (1) do not know what is going on in their 
church, (2) do not like what is going on, (3) do 
not care what is going on, or (4) any combina
tion of these,” Otto responded.

Cicero decided to interview some of those 
attending.

Harmon E. Knott said that he dropped out 
of church because the church was not in har
mony with him. “It seems like every motion I 
made in church business meeting was 
defeated,” he noted, adding that even his wife 
did not vote for his motion to dissolve Sunday 
School.

Otto Toone observed that his church had 
completely ignored his musical taste. “All I 
asked was that we sing ‘I’ll Fly Away’ at 
every service, with me doing a solo on the sec
ond verse.”

Our conversation was interrupted by Pitt E. 
Mee, whose complaint is that never more 
than 17 people ask him how he was feeling 
when he comes to church. Pitt E. said that he 
was not sure he would become a member of 
PINCH, since he had been there 13 minutes 
and Hugh Carres had not asked him how he 
felt—to which Hugh responded, “Who 
cares?”

Next I talked to Nos Tai Geer, who said that 
his complaint about his church was that 
things were not done like they used to be. “I 
put a high premium on nostalgia and tradi
tion,” Geer groaned.

Kent Parke said he did not like to go to 
church because he had a hard time finding a 
parking place. “Why don’t they reserve park
ing spaces for members, based on church 
membership—the longer you have been a 
member, the closer your reserved space is to 
the church door.”

Lucy Touch said that she never intends to 
attend church again. “I have been completely 
ignored!,” she said. “They voted to change 
the morning worship service from 11:00 a.m. 
to 10:45 a,m.—and I didn’t find out about it for 
six months!”

The first item of business on the agenda was 
what to do with a new member, Stan Weakly. 
It seems that Stan had violated one of the 
membership requirements by attending a 
church service when it wasn’t even 
Christmas, Easter, or the baptismal service 
for a close relative. Miss Fitts appointed a 
committee to investigate this charge, along 
with the rumor that Stan had violated another 
requirement—signing a pledge card.
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Evangelism Conference 
Belmont Heights Baptist Church 

Nashville, Jan. 21-22 
Theme: launch '80...Evangelism' 

(All times listed are Central Standard Time)

MONDAY AFTERNOON
2:00 Song service; Invocation by Robert A. 

Parker
2:10 Welcome by C. Winfield Rich
2:15 Bible study by Roy J. Fish
2:40 Message by Tom Madden
3:10 Songs and announcements
3:20 Message by Bill Sherman
3:50 Special music by Davis Bingham
4:00 Message by Frederick Sampson
4:30 Benediction by Raymond Langlois

MONDAY NIGHT
6:45 Song service; Special music by brass 

ensemble; Invocation by Jesse 
Williams

7:10 Bible study by Roy J. Fish
7:35 Message by Jim Henry
8:05 Special music by Brona Maddox
8:15 Message by Jimmy R. Allen
8:45 Special music by Davis Bingham
8:55 Message
9:25 Benediction by Carl Ogle

TUESDAY MORNING

9:15 Song service; Invocation by Ahmed 
Benali

9:30 Bible study by Roy J. Fish
9:55 Message by Benny Jackson

10:25 Special music by Kent Jackson and 
George Wadlington

10:35 Songs and announcements
10:45 Message by Kenneth E. Carter
11:15 Special music by Beth Lanham

* Citizen’s Corner ♦
By Jerry M. Self 

Public affairs and Christian life 
consultant u.

The 91st General Assembly convened for its 
second session on Tuesday of last week. The 
governor has presented to the Legislature his 
proposals for new bills to be passed into law 
and a budget to be adopted. It is now up to the 
General Assembly to decide whether they 

Self

choose to pass what 
the governor has sug
gested.

The way all this 
works is as follows: 
Governor Alexander 
has given a package of 
85 bills he wishes 
passed. The 
Republican leadership 
in the House and 
Senate now are 
enlisting representa
tives and senators who will sponsor one or 
more of these bills. It will be their task to 
shepherd the governor’s bill through the pro
cess of committee action and vote by both 
Houses.

One category of bills has to do with recom
mendations from the Governor’s Committee 
on Alcohol Beverage Control. An excellent bill 
in this package would tighten controls on 
private clubs. Another bill promises more 
local control in issuing licenses to package 
stores—a worthy aim. One bill is particularly 
questionable. This piece of legislation would 
allow special occasion Liquor-By-The-Drink 
licenses. The Cook Convention Center in 
Memphis already has been granted this 
privilege. To pass a bill to extend special oc
casion licenses statewide would be com
pounding an error.

The governor has acted quickly to provide 
the General Assembly an opportunity to make 
efficient use of their time. Giving the 
legislators your opinions will help them do 
their job.

11:25 Message by Jimmy R. Allen
12:00 Benediction by Frank Proffitt

TUESDAY AFTERNOON
2:00 Song service; Invocation by Pat Kough
2:10 Bible study by Roy J. Fish
2:35 Message by Carroll C. Owen
3:05 Special music by Al Mashburn
3:15 Message by Charles W. Sullivan
3:45 Songs and announcements
3:50 Special music by Sandra and Andra

Bradley
4:00 Message by Jim Henry
4:30 Benediction by William G. Wilson

TUESDAY NIGHT
6:45 Tennessee Baptist Chorale; Invocation 

by William J. Powell
,7:10 Bible study by Roy J. Fish
7:35 Recognition of laymen by Archie King
7:45 Testimony by Leonard Brannon
8:00 Message by Frederick Sampson
8:30 Special music by Beth Lanham
8:40 Message
9:15 Benediction by F.M. Dowell

Presiding: Malcolm McDow
Song director: Frank Charton
Pianist: Jack Clark
Organist: Ed Davis

Annuity Board sets 
record earnings rate

DALLAS (BP)—A record effective annual 
earnings rate of 8.84 percent will be credited 
in 1980 to the fixed fund administered by the 
Southern Baptist Annuity Board.

The 1980 rate, up from last year’s 8.19 per
cent, will be credited to the accounts of 31,211 
Southern Baptist ministers, church 
employees, and agency personnel who par
ticipate in the fixed fund.

Two other funds available through the An
nuity Board’s retirement program are the 
balanced and variable funds. All funds ad
ministered by the board are invested dif
ferently.

In 1979 the balanced fund’s earnings rate 
was computed at 11 3/8 percent, compounded 
monthly. The rate was applied to the accounts 
of 4,352 participants.

The balanced fund is invested in a combina
tion of common stocks and bonds. The invest
ment ratio changes as economic conditions 
warrant. Because of this, performance can 
vary each year.

In 1979 the unit value in the variable fund 
closed Dec. 31 at $2.28, up from $1.94 at the 
end of 1978. It reached a record $2.34 in 
September.

A total of 3,211 ministers, church 
employees, and agency personnel are in
cluded in the variable fund. The fund’s in
vestments are related primarily to common 
stocks.

Carrie Littlejohn 
dies in Asheville

ASHEVILLE, N.C. (BP)-Carrie U. Little
john, educator of women in missions and a 
Christian social worker for Southern Baptists 
from 1915-1951, died Jan. 9 at a hospital in 
Asheville, N.C. She was 89.

Miss Littlejohn was principal and president 
from 1931-51 of the Woman’s Missionary 
Union Training School in Louisville, Ky., 
which in 1952 became the Carver School of 
Missions and Social Work.

The training school was moved from 
downtown to the campus of Southern Baptist 
Theological Seminary in 1940 and became a 
part of the seminary in 1963.

Personal
perspective
BY TOM MADDEN 

TBC executive secretary 
The believer is described in 2 Corinthians

3:2-3 as a “living epistle.” I believe the apos
tle Paul is saying that one of the many ways 
God shares His truth is through the testimony 
one gives in his daily life. As I reflected on 
this, I became aware that some character
istics of a typical book 
or “living epistle” 
might be applied to the 
Christian life.

A book ordinarily is 
dedicated to a person 
who has a unique rela
tionship with the 
writer. We can do no 
less than dedicate our 
lives to our Lord who 
saves us, keeps us, 
uses us, and blesses 
us.

Madden

A book has a theme or a purpose. Surely the 
theme of the Bible is the redemptive purpose. 
Most of the books in the Bible are written for a 
primary purpose of leading us to do God’s will 
in our lives thereby glorifying Christ.

A book is usually divided into sections or 
chapters. We can divide our lives by days or 
by years. I like to divide my own life around 
different experiences that have been mine as 
I have tried to follow the will of God in my life.

Some books have an “errata,” which I 
understand means there are some misprints 
or omissions. Every life but Christ’s ex
periences sin. However, we find forgiveness 
and cleansing in the shed blood of Christ.

It might be well for us to be reminded that 
God keeps books. His word tells us that the 
“books will be opened.” There is the "Lamb’s 
Book of Life.”

Many books have influenced my own life. 
Even more has my life been blessed by many 
"living epistles.” And then, above and beyond 
all of this, my life has been blessed by His 
Holy Word, the Bible.

Mission leader warns Christians
to lower profiles

RICHMOND, Va. (BP)—Christians visiting 
mainland China should not be too zealous in 
their witnessing efforts, warns a Southern 
Baptist Foreign Mission Board official.

In a written report George H. Hays, 
secretary for east Asia, told of a Christian 
group invited to a banquet by a governmental 
arm designed to contain and control Protes
tant Christianity in China. Only one member 
of the group showed up at the banquet; the 
others were distributing tracts on the streets.

Whereas it is commendable that the group 
was taking advantage of an opportunity to 
witness, Hayes said, their absence angered 
the hosts and he warned that this kind of 
behavior could make witnessing efforts more 
difficult for the next Christian group.

Although tourists’ luggage is rarely opened, 
offering ample opportunity to take in Bibles 
and tracts, Hays cautioned that a “flood of 
Bibles and other Christian literature could 
prove to be counterproductive if the govern
ment decided too much was coming in,” and 
he called for cooperation among Christian 
groups in this matter.

Caution is still the attitude among many 
Christians in China, especially the older ones 
who fear the government is using a tactic to 
identify the Christians. Churches in at least 
seven cities are now open, but they are con
trolled by the government. Services are 
limited, preachers are designated, and 
although they are not told what to preach, it is 
obvious that government observers are pres
ent at all meetings, Hays’ report said.

He believes that the Peking government 
has not had a change in philosophy but rather 
is changing strategies for pragmatic reasons,

Scripture portions 
set for Olympics

NEW YORK—A special Scripture portion 
for visitors to the 1980 Winter Olympic Games 
in Lake Placid, N.Y., has been published by 
the American Bible Society.

Entitled “Strength for the 1980 Winter 
Olympics,” the 41-page booklet contains 
selected readings from the Bible in English, 
French, and German. ABS published the 
booklet in consultation with the Religious 
Affairs Committee of the Olympic Games 
Commitee.

The Scripture portion contains passages 
from Psalms, Isaiah, Matthew, Romans, 1 
Corinthians, Philippians, and John.

“Strength for the 1980 Winter Olympics” 
also contains a series of attractive color 
photos of the Lake Placid area in winter.

ABS will also publish a companion piece to 
“Strength for the 1980 Winter Olympics” with 
a similar design that will be distributed to all 
English-speaking athletes participating in the 
games. The Scripture passages in this booklet 
will come from the Good News New Testa
ment.

Jimmy Allen to appear 
on television series

NASHVILLE (BP)—Conversation with 
Jimmy Allen, immediate past president of the 
Southern Baptist Convention and new presi
dent of the SBC Radio and Television Com
mission, will be aired on the final segment of 
an ABC television look at religion in the next 
decade.

“Counsel for the Eighties,” a four-part 
series of half-hour programs to discuss 
ethical, moral and religious options for the 
1980s, will examine the opportunities and 
dangers as they appear to four lay and 
religious leaders.

Allen’s segment will air Sunday, Jan. 27.
The first three guests in the series will be 

Sol Linowitz, President Carter’s ambassador- 
at-large for Middle East negotiations; Martin 
Marty, Protestant writer and philosopher; 
and James Monroe Cameron, of St. Michael’s 
College, Toronto, a Roman Catholic 
philosopher, poet, and lecturer.

in China visits
among them the possibility of receiving 
assistance and education in advanced 
technology, education, and agriculture from 
predominantly Christian countries.

“To open one or two churches in cities of 
400,000 to 800,000 or more is window dressing 
at best,” the report stated.

House churches, which flourish in some 
areas of China, are compared to the early 
New Testament churches where a building 
and trained clergy are not vital to a church’s 
succees. Some groups are experiencing more 
tolerance from officials and meet rather 
openly. Roughly half of those attending in 
some areas are young people, many of them 
new converts, according to the report.

But most observers believe there still is no 
hope for Christian missionaries to return to 
China, the report said. However, Mandarin
speaking Christians, even former mis
sionaries, could go as businessmen or 
educators.

East Tennessee pastors 
scheduled to meet Jan. 31

SEYMOUR—About 30 pastors are expected 
to attend the East Tennessee Baptist Pastors' 
Conference at Harrison-Chilhowee Baptist 
Academy here, Jan. 31.

The program will begin at 9:59 a m. fol
lowed by a devotional and welcome by 
Academy President Hubert Smothers. Mr. 
and Mrs. David Dorr, foreign missionaries to 
Yemen and Israel, will present a program on 
Islam.

Clay Frazier, pastor of Oak Grove Church 
in Mt. Carmel, will also speak. Lunch will 
follow.
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South Bronx Shepherds 
wage war on the wolves

NEW YORK (BP)—For years, the wolves 
have stalked South Bronx.

But the Shepherds are trying to change all 
that.

The Shepherds are a group of in
terdenominational ministers and lay leaders 
who are determined to rescue South Bronx 
from the wolves. Theirs is an ominous task: 
arson abounds, drugs flow freely, prostitution 
flourishes, hunger runs rampant. Depravity 
and neglect go hand-in-hand.

There are perhaps 1,200 abandoned and 
broken buildings in the area. As many as 3,500 
fires are set annually. Banks and businesses 
have disappeared. Libraries and schools 
stand empty, if they stand at all. Squatters 
live in gutted structures, bathe in streets and 
build fires in oil drums to keep warm. Most of 
the world has turned away, leaving the com
munity to self-destruct.

Yet churches remain, and it is from them 
that the Shepherds have started anew.

“The church is a stable element, a sign of 
continuing leadership and commitment,” 
explained Stanton Eckstut, urban planner, 
Columbia University professor and Shepherd 
consultant. “There are a series of places in 
South Bronx which remain viable. You start 
with what is strongest—like areas around 
each church—and you build out from there.”

The Shepherds realized, however, they 
could not build far beyond the membership 
rolls and sanctuary walls without outside 
help. They looked for federal funds, but they 
also called on the evangelism section of the 
Southern Baptist Home Mission Board.

Sam Simpsons, pastor of Bronx Baptist 
Church, talked to Dale Cross, the board’s ur
ban evangelism director, about Shepherd par
ticipation in the board’s Key Cities plans. 
Cross put the Shepherds in touch with Reid 
Hardin, director of evangelism support. Har
din explained how N.E.S.T. (National 
Evangelism Support Team) could work in 
South Bronx.

The alliance resulted in a three-day con
vocation this fall in New York. There, a 
10-person HMB resource group shared 
dreams and strategy with the Shepherds.

Most importantly, the meeting allowed both 
groups to establish relationships, define the 
term “evangelism” in the context of South 
Bronx and map strategy for the upcoming 
months, Cross said.

Building relationships was a vital concern 
because many South Bronx churches are not 
Southern Baptist, he explained. “We all had 
to learn to trust and understand each other.”

Likewise, Shepherds and home board 
leaders discovered common ground through a 
working definition of “evangelism.” George 
W. Webber, president of New York

Seminary gets violin 
valued at $80,000

Theological Seminary, told the group: 
“Evangelism is the proclamation of the good 
news of Jesus Christ. We’re to witness and 
demonstrate that his kingdom has come.”

Building on this foundation, both groups 
made plans for restoring South Bronx— 
spiritually and physically.

The strength of spiritual reconstruction is 
prayer, both from within and beyond the com
munity. Participating pastors have agreed to 
work with at least two laymen in prayer and 
discipling teams. When the laymen are able, 
they are to each form new prayer groups, con
stantly dividing and multiplying. Also, board 
leaders are urging Southern Baptist chur
ches, through missions organizations, to link 
up with Bronx churches in prayer groups.

Other opportunities for spiritual growth in
clude personal witness training, lay renewal 
workshops and mission work projects. All 
plans are designed to help Bronx churches 
strengthen their individual forces so they 
may continue to work in the community, even 
after outside mission volunteers are long 
gone, Cross said.

To help with physical renovation, the board 
hopes to sponsor work groups to establish and 
equip a central office for the Shepherds. The 
groups also will work with all participating 
churches in months to come, supplying 
needed manpower to clean adjacent areas. 
The board already has promised $20,000 to 
help finance initial work.

In the long run, the Shepherds hope Chris
tian businessmen will migrate back into the

BIRD'S-EYE VIEW — A group of "Shepherds" (above) overlook their flock in New 
York City's South Bronx sector. South Bronx (also pictured below) bears the scars 
of hunger, unemployment, arson, vandalism, prostitution and apathy.

community. Stores, shops,and manufacturing 
plants are needed to curb unemployment. 
Developers must come in and help build 
apartments that are comfortable, yet af
fordable.

“We need people who will help us wipe out 
programmed poverty,” said Victor Ketchens, 
lay chairman of the Shepherds’ evangelism 
committee. “We need people who will lift this 
community, who will help provide new hous
ing, new jobs and new relationships with 
Christ.”

“There are men and women all over the 

country who have the means and the ability to 
help us do this,” he explained. “They can in
vest their money where it will really mean 
something, whether they get a large return on 
it or not. And there are others who have the 
time and talent to come here in advisory 
capacities and put their evangelism and 
business skills to positive use.”

“We know there are Christians who have 
these abilities,” he said. “And we hope the 
Lord will lead them to make South Bronx 
their neighborhood, too.”

LOUISVILLE, Ky.—A prized violin, built 
by the teacher of Stradivarius and valued at 
$80,000, has been given to Southern Baptist 
Theological Seminary by a Virginia Baptist 
layman.

The violin, crafted in 1732 by Vincenze 
Rugeri of Cremona, Italy, has been the 
cherished possession of C.S. Webb, a Baptist 
physician in Bowling Green, Va.

Proceeds from the sale of the authenticated 
instrument will be used to equip the 
seminary’s orchestra, part of the rapidly 
growing instrumental church music program 
at Southern. The unique program teaches 
ministers of music how to develop the skills of 
lay persons, trained in high school and college 
bands and orchestras, for use in worship, 
outreach, and missions.

Webb, who practices dentistry, is an ac
complished violinist who performs regularly 
with symphony orchestras in Fredericksburg 
and Richmond, Va. He has previously given 
the seminary a violin and a viola for use by 
students enrolled in the church music pro
gram.

HISTORICALLY
FROM THE FILES *

50 YEARS AGO
Miss Ruth Walden began her work as 

young peoples’ leader with the state 
Woman’s Missionary Union. Mary 
Northington was corresponding 
secretary of the WMU.

25 YEARS AGO

Woodland Baptist Church in 
Haywood County entered its new educa
tional building. The building and fur
nishings cost about $10,500 with an in
debtedness of less than $4,000. Leon 
Crider was pastor.

'Good News Bible for Children’ 
now published by Bible Society

NEW YORK—The American Bible Society 
has published the Good News Bible For 
Children, a redesigned version of its Good 
News Bible.

The Good News Bible For Children is the 
Bible in Today’s English Version. It has been 
redesigned to appeal to young people in a 
fresh, innovative way.

The Bible contains 57 full-color illustrations 
and features a new, bright cover intended to 
capture the attention and the imagination of 
children.

In addition, the version contains the same 
Annie Vallotton drawings which helped make 
the Good News Bible so successful. In this 
new edition, however, many of the drawings 
of the Swiss-born artist are color-tinted.

Since its publication in 1976, the Good News

Bible is currently one of the most widely ac
cepted English Bibles. In less than four years, 
almost 10-million copies have been 
distributed.

Even more impressive is the popularity of 
the New Testament in Today’s English Ver
sion, the Good News New Testament (former
ly known as Good News For Modern Man). 
Since its publication in 1966, nearly 60-million 
copies have been distributed.

The Good News Bible For Children, like its 
counterpart for adults, employs the principle 
of “dynamic equivalence” which is the princi
ple of translating on a meaning-for-meaning 
basis, rather than word-for-word. The result 
is a modern text which is both readable and 
faithful to the original Greek and Hebrew 
manuscripts.
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William L. Palmer:

Fulfilling a lifelong commitment
By Bobbie Durham

Twenty-two year old Billy Palmer was ped
dling his bicycle back to Ridgewell Air Force 
base in Essex County, England. The year was 
1943. Billy was a staff sergeant with the Army 
Corps in World War II. He was over 5,000 
miles away from his native Colorado home.

Frustrated and letdown after a recent 
hospital confinement, Billy had just attended 
a revival meeting in the House of England in 
Essex County. As he rode along on the 
English country road that dark, foggy night, 
the evangelist’s words crystalized in his mind 
and his heart: “If I believe that Jesus is the 
Christ, the Son of God, that He loves me and 
gave Himself for me, then there is no 
sacrifice too great that I can make for Him— 
even to the giving of my life.”

Billy said out loud, “God, you know I 
believe. I will go where you want me to go, be 
what You want me to be, do what You want 
me to do.”

God heard that young officer’s pledge and 
has used the life and determination of William 
L. Palmer to serve Him and to minister to His 
human creation in 37 years that have 
followed.

At the last Tennessee Baptist Convention 
meeting in Memphis, the Morristown pastor 
was elected convention president, a unique 
position in which he can minister to even 
more people than the 20,000 who reside in his 
upper east Tennessee community. And 
Palmer’s ministry will be based on service. 
From an individual, to a church fellowship, to 
a community, to a state. Palmer is convinced 
that people want to be loved, want to be ap
preciated, want to be respected, and want to 
be cared for.

Through four pastorates lasting 31 years, 
and from a career of college and seminary 
teaching. Palmer has performed the ministry 
of love ‘par excellence.’

“My ministry has never been one of these 
stimulating, immediately vivacious, flam
boyant relationships with people,” he said in 
a recent interview with Baptist and Reflector.

DECISION TO SERVE — By 1944, Bill Palmer had decided 
that God would use his life in the ministry. Stationed in 
Essex County England during World War II, Palmer recom
mitted his life for special service following a revival 
meeting he attended at the House of England.

NEEDS TO MEET — Thirty-six years later, Palmer has seen 
leadership roles in four congregations and on college and 
seminary campuses. Here, in his study at First Baptist 
Church in Morristown, he reviews the needs of church 
members and residents of the east Tennessee community.

FIRST PASTORATE — After service in 
World War II, Palmer accepted the 
pastorate of Cross Roads Baptist 
Church near Simpsonville, S.C.

“Rather, it has been a ministry of deep rela
tionships where I have been allowed to help 
heal hurting people and to be present when a 
family needs a pastor. This has to be the 
greatest reward.”

The new president also feels that the vital 
ministry in today’s world is the pastoral 
ministry. Through being a pastor. "You are 
right with the people, right where they live, 
right where they hurt,” he stressed.
. Recounting many of his life’s experiences, 
Palmer said he is now convinced God in
tended to use him from the moment he was 
born. That birth came in 1921 in a little farm

house in southeastern Colorado to parents 
William Ellis and Mary Agnes Palmer.

Twenty-four years after his birth, Palmer 
learned that when he was born, the doctor 
could not make him take a breath. His mother 
told him the country doctor spanked him, 
bathed him, and patted him, but he would not 
respond.

Distraught, she turned to God. “If You will 
give me my son, I will give my son back to 
You,” she prayed. Within seconds, her 
newborn became active and alert. She did not 
tell Billy the story until he was 24 years of 
age—after his public commitment to the 
ministry—because, she explained, “I wanted 
you to be a God-called preacher, not a mama- 
called preacher.” So, Palmer had experi
enced an early career with the Department of 
State in Washington, and service in World 
War II with the 381st heavy bombardment 
group before he learned that his life had, in
deed, been touched by a divine hand.

The parents were faithful to their commit
ment, and due to their influence, Billy Palmer 
accepted Christ as his Saviour when he was 
eight years old.

“Very simply and plainly, I knew I was lost, 
and I invited Jesus to come into my heart,” he 
recalled. “From my conversion experience, I 
knew God wanted me to preach. As a little 
boy, I never said I wanted to be a fireman or 
policeman. When people asked me what I was 
going to be, I always told them, ‘a preacher’.”

A leader throughout high school and col
lege, young Palmer was an honor student. He 
was class officer, a member of several stu
dent clubs, a member of the editorial staff of 
the newspaper, circulation manager, and 
assistant editor, and a basketball player on a 
state championship team. After his gradua
tion, he was offered several scholarships for 

• college.
Palmer respects education because he 

worked his way through all of his schooling. 
Finishing college in three-and-one-half years, 
he graduated as salutatorian. He held a 
pastorate in a small South Carolina country

A YEAR OF PEACE — At the Ten
nessee Baptist Convention in Mem
phis, following his election as state 
president, Palmer called on Baptists 
to recommit themselves to service 
and to peace within the fellowship.

church while working his way through 
Southeastern Baptist Theological Seminary 
in Wake Forest, N.C., commuting 530 miles 
weekly to fulfill the goal he had set for 
himself. His work at the country church was 
not altered, however, as he was the first full- 
time pastor to live on the field. Under his 
leadership, the Cross Roads Baptist Church 
expanded and grew, built a new pastorium, 
and erected its first educational building. 
Palmer’s love for the people of that congrega
tion and their love for him is reflected when 
he remembers that “they voted for me to 
begin classes at seminary and then increased 
my salary in order to make it possible for me 
to go.”

In less than four years as pastor of the 
Dorchester-Waylen Baptist Church Ln 
Charleston Heights, S.C., Palmer baptized 
over 400 converts and helped establish and 
build the Wando Woods Baptist Mission.

In May 1961, he made a decision that few 
Baptist pastors make. He resigned from a 
church with over 1,500 members to accept the 
pastorate of the 107-member Edwards Road 
Baptist Mission in Greenville. For eight 
years, he led those people, resigning in 1969 
after a growth of nearly 800 percent, and a 
budget of more than $215,000.

He came to his first Tennessee pastorate at 
First Baptist Church of Morristown on May 1, 
1969. Six years later, he earned the doctor of 
ministries degree from Southeastern.

Earlier, as a student, he had been asked bv 
that institution to serve as an instructor in 
New Testament Greek.

“I have always loved to learn” Palmer 
said. "Going to school, my wife, Ellen, and I 
were book poor. We bought books instead of 
furniture or clothing.’ He is convinced there 
is no conflict between true spirituality and 
academic excellence. “My attitude is that 
preaching ought to be teaching, and if it is not 
teaching, then it is not much preaching.”

Palmer’s active schedule with people in 
Morristown is coupled with a stringent per
sonal Bible reading and devotional schedule. 
He reads through the entire book of Psalms, 
Proverbs, Acts, and Romans each month, 
dividing the chapters on a day-to-day basis. 
Additionally, he follows a Bible reading 
schedule which puts him through the Old and 
New Testaments in consecutive order every 
year. This reading is done each morning, in 
addition to his general sermon preparation.

By 8:30 a.m., he is in his office where he and 
the staff members of the church meet each 
day for devotion, comment, briefings, and 
prayer. Palmer is ever aware of the staff’s 
relationship to the church members, so he has 
also instituted a ministerial staff meeting 
each Monday with the five other ordained 
ministers on the staff. In these meetings, he 
hopes to achieve openness, review, outlook, 
and unity of spirit.

He tries to be available for anyone who 
needs his help. “Of course, you can’t be out 
visiting all of the time or in the office all of the 
time,” he said, admitting that availability is a 
difficult task. He praised the ministerial staff 
of the congregation and explained that

(Continued on Page 9)
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Answers on page 10

ACROSS

1 2 3

19

L 5 6 7 9 10 11

12 r
L

15

18
—

20
————

L

22 23 24 25

26 27 28 29 30 31 32

33

1

34 35 36 37

D* 39 40 41 42

43 44 45 46 47

53 54 55

48

1 56

49 50

57

51 52
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1 “a good for a —” 
(Lev. 27)

4 Pierce
8 “shall save a — 

from death” (Jas. 5)
12 Suffix for Canton 

or Siam
13 State
14 Kind of religion 

(Jas. 1:27)
15 Exclamation
16 ‘nor — of life”

(Heb. 7)
17 Is not: contraction
18 It draweth nigh 

(Luke 21:28)
22 Extinct bird
23 Land (Gen. 4:16)
24 Before noon: abbr.
26 Conjunction
29 Stale and Bourbon: 

-bbr.
31 Tormentor 

(I uke 16:24)
33 “my flesh is —”

i John 6:55)

DOWN

35 and thigh” 
(Judg. 15)

37 Patron saint of 
sailors

38 French river: poss.
40 Inferior horse
42 “my own — in the 

faith” (1 Tim. 1)
43 Judgment place 

(Ezek. 30:14)
44 Honor them

(1 Peter 2:17)
46 Kind of party
48 They shall fail

(1 Cor. 13:8)
53 Son of Ham

(Gen. 10:6)
56 Borough: abbr.
57 Unrefined metal
58 For — or money
59 Seek
61 Accesory for a man
62 Time period
63 Formerly: archaic
64 Swiss river

1 “you shall — his 
judgment” (Gal. 5)

2 Wimbledon winner
3 “being — to sins” 

(1 Pet. 2)
4 For that reason
5 “in----- of 

judgment” (Isa. 40)
6 Incorrect 

contraction
7 French philosopher
8 Slender pin
9 abounding in: 

suffix
10 Footed vase
11 Permit
19 Printer’s measure
20 June and July : 

abbr.
21 Most of roof
24 Ammuniton: by 

shortening
25 Baal— 

(Num. 32:38)
26 Son of Manasses 

(Matt. 1:10)
27 Former Roman 

ruler
28 “from — even to 

Beersheba” (1 Sam. 3)
30 Wilderness 

(Ex. 16:1)
32 Indian mulberries
34 “when the — came 

to him” (Matt. 4)
36 Country (Jer. 44:1)
39 Preacher’s forte: 

abbr.
41 —whiz
45 Lofty
47 Bookkeeper’s abbr.
49 Impecunious
50 Greek letter
51 Silkworm
52 Prophet
53 Exercise
54 Cultivating tool
55 Indehiscent fruit
60 Karat: abbr.

CRYPTOVERSE

J D C A C H S B A J D C UBS V M Q

J D C M G M G Y BA IM V B WQ

Today’s Cryptoverse clue: V equals D

To change or correct 
your address

Attach in this sp; 'e your address 
label found on the front page of your 
latest copy of the BAPTIST AND 
REFLECTOR. Please give your new 
address below—including your zip 
code. When changing address, please 
give two weeks notice. Please write, 
do not call address changes to insure 
accuracy.

All correspondence relating 
to your subscription
should be accompanied by our address 
label. If you are receiving duplicate 
copies, please send both labels.

CHURCH PEW CUSHIONS
Padded seats or reversible cushions. 

Foam filled, velvet or Herculon. 
Coll measurements collect for estimate:

Mrs J.T Landrum, Owner
Telephone: 803-277-1658

CONSOLIDATED UPHOLSTERY
21 Dolphin St.. Greenville, S.C. 29605

FIBER GLASS BAPTISTRIES
Repair Old and Build New

Call me, home phone 615-373-0710 
A.M. ASHBAUGH or write 

P.O. Box 22894, Nashville, Tenn. 37202

Bus for Sale

Address all requests to:

BAPTIST AND REFLECTOR
Post Office Box 347 

Brentwood, Tennessee 37027

First Baptist Church, Dunlap, has 
a 1968 Chevrolet bus, good condi
tion for sale. Call 615-949-4220 or
615-949-2315 after 4 p.m.

Name by
CHURCH FURNITURE

LINDSEY
Please Print

Address

State Zip Code

DIRECT FROM THE 
FACTORY—PEWS, PULPIT 
TABLES, CHAIRS, FIBRE- 
GLASS BAPTISTRIES AND 
CLASSROOM EQUIPMENT

PHONE 615-762-2249 

BOX 429 

LAWRENCEBURG, TENN. 36464

pulpit 11

By Jim N. Griffith
Surprisingly, there are people left in the world who think the preacher has an easy 

task. But actually, today’s preacher is like a football in a crucial game — he is knocked 
on one side and then on the other.

If he does something in the best interest of the church, he is attempting to run things; 
if he does not, he is allowing everything to go to the dogs.

If he attends all committee meetings, he is a nosey intruder; if he does not, he is 
shirking responsibility.

If he preaches on giving, all he thinks about is money; if the offering goes down, it is 
all his fault.

If he smiles a lot, he is frivolous; if he is serious, he is a sorehead.
If he mixes well with the members, he is too familiar; if he does not, he is cold and 

unfriendly.
The preacher has an easy job! His task is no more perilous than a tightrope walker 

and no more explosive than being a tester in a dynamite factory.

God’s judgment of persecutors
By Herschel H. Hobbs

“Which is a manifest token of the righteous 
judgment of God, that he may be counted wor
thy of the kingdom of God, for which ye also 
suffer.” 2 Thessalonians 1:5

A standard format in drama is that the bad 
guys seem to win out for awhile, but in the end 
they lose. This is the truth declared in verses 
5-10.

The word rendered “manifest token” 
means to point out or the result reached in 
such. The acts of the persecutors makes them 
ripe for God’s righteous judgment. The other 
side of the coin is that the manner in which 
His readers are enduring persecution proves 
their worthiness of being in God’s kingdom. 
“Counted worthy” renders a compound verb 
which has in it the idea of scales or balances 
(see “meet” in v. 3, last week’s article). “Ye 
also suffer” means that they are suffering as 
did Paul while in Thessalonica.

“Recompense” (v. 6) means to give back in 
kind. As these people persecute Christians, 
God will give back to them in kind at the final 
judgment. The Greek text has a play on 
words: “to the ones afflicting you affliction.” 
They reap what they sow. Some see this as the 
law of retaliation and call it unChristian. But 
this is an act of God, not of man.

In verse 7 “recompense” must be brought 
over from verse 6. “Rest” renders anesin 
(note “anecin”). Whereas in the final judg
ment the afflictors will be afflicted, the af
flicted will be given rest from such in keeping 
with their faithful endurance.

Verses 7b-10 refer to the second coming of 
Christ and the results of the final judgment. 
Those who reject Christ will be forever 
separated from the Lord’s presence and the

glory of His power. Some people deny that 
hell is a literal fire. Even should this be true, 
none should take comfort from this. The Bible 
uses fire, the most excruciating pain known to 
man, to describe the sufferings of hell. If hell 
is not fire, it is something far worse. Because 
the reality is always greater than the symbol. 
The Bible describes hell as fire, and we should 
leave it there.

By contrast, the Lord’s “saints” will be 
with Him in glory. Everlasting torment for 
the lost; everlasting bliss for the saved (Matt. 
25:46). Which will it be for you?

Devotional

Weeds in our life
By Vicky Foote

I am a great lover of flowers. From April to 
October I spend a lot of time watering and 
weeding my flower bed. The watering is easy, 
the weeding is laborious.

So it is with life. I have little trouble “water
ing” my mind with God’s Word. I delight in 
“watering” and car
ing for those I love— 
my husband, my 
children. However, I 
have a real problem 
with weeding. And yet, 
there are so many un
sightly weeds that I 
need to pluck from my 
life.

There is the weed of
selfishness. How 
selfish I sometimes Foote

White joins faculty 
at Southern seminary

LOUISVILLE, Ky.—Ernest White, pastor 
of the Wyatt Park Baptist Church in St. 
Joseph, Mo., will assume the position of pro
fessor of leadership and administration at 
Southern Baptist Theological Seminary here 
in July.

White served as pastor of five churches in 
the 15 years prior to his Wyatt Park ministry 
where he has served for 17 years. He is a 
graduate of William Jewell College, Liberty, 
Mo.; Central Baptist Theological Seminary, 
Kansas City; and Southern seminary, 
Louisville.

Averett names president
DANVILLE, Va. (BP)—Howard W. Lee has 

been elected president of Averett College, a 
121-year-old Virginia Baptist school here.

Lee, acting president since Conwell A. 
Anderson retired in June, has served the 
school since 1971 as assistant to the president. 
He joined Averett as an administrator and 
professor of Old Testament and sociology. 
Previously, he was pastor for 27 years of West 
Main Baptist Church, Danville. He is a 
graduate of William Jewell College, Liberty, 
Mo., and Southern Baptist Theological 
Seminary, Louisville, Ky.

am with my time. I had rather spend it doing 
what I want to do, than doing those things 
which are most needful. I should remember 
that “to everything there is a season and a 
time to every purpose under heaven’’ (Ec
clesiastes 3:1). If I will let Him, God will help 
me to fill my time with those things which will 
most benefit His kingdom and ultimately 
bring the greatest joy to me.

Then there is that weed of ingratitude. I say 
I am grateful for God’s blessings upon 1X16; 
but I do not act as though I am. If I were truly 
grateful for my daily bread, I would not throw 
so much in the garbage. If I were really 
grateful for my good health, I would not com
plain so much about little aches and pains. If I 
were sincerely grateful for my talents, I 
would use them more productively for Christ. 
If I were grateful for my country, I would be 
less critical and more supportive of its 
government.

There are other weeds growing in the 
garden of my life. Weeds of jealousy, impa
tience, and indifference.

I once let a weed grow in my flower bed 
because I mistook it for a flower. I watered 
and tended it until it almost destroyed the 
beautiful flowers growing there. Often in life, 
we water the very things that will destroy the 
real beauty in our lives. How we need to learn 
to be better husbandry.

Mrs. Foote is a member of First Baptist 
Church, Bemis, where she serves as Acteens 
leader and teaches youth in church training.
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SBC mission products plan 
return to Rhodesian home

Pacifists lose battle with IRS 
over tax dollars for U.S. military

WEST PALM BEACH, Fla.—Leslie Payne 
considers himself a “product” of Southern 
Baptist foreign missions.

Payne and his wife Louisa are Rhodesians 
who, since 1976, have been studying at Palm 
Beach Atlantic College, a Baptist college in 
West Palm Beach, Fla. Both have had their 
educations and support financed by the col
lege and by many interested churches, 
Woman’s Missionary Union groups, and in
dividuals.

“It was through a Southern Baptist foreign 
missionary (Rev. C.W. McClelland) that I 
was saved, and he helped us come to college,” 
Payne explains. “And I’ll be going back as a 
Southern Baptist to do evangelistic work in 
Rhodesian Baptist churches.”

The Paynes have made a significant impact 
on the 600-student south Florida campus, ac-

Palmer...
(Continued from Page 7)

responsibilities are distributed throughout. 
“If there is anything I want our staff to ac
complish, it is to minister to people, with peo
ple, and for people,” he stressed.

His love for people spreads outside the 
walls of the church as evidenced by his ac
tivities in Morristown. He is president of the 
city’s Rotary Club, a member of the Chamber 
of Commerce, president of the ministerial 
association, chaplain for the Morristown 
Police Department, on the advisory boards of 
the Boy’s Club and Girl’s Club, and is active 
with East Tennessee Baptist pastors’ group.

John Johnson, Morristown’s mayor, ex
pressed admiration for Palmer because of his 
extremely active role with the people of the 
community. “He has a direction for his 
church and for whatever he undertakes to ac
complish,” the mayor told the state paper.

But Palmer knows, as any pastor does, 
there are defeating times, angering times, 
and low times in the ministry.

Two things anger the Morristown pastor: 
the loud complaining minority and sin in the 
life of a Christian. “I have little patience with 
those who give little or nothing, yet criticize 
and have much to say.” He hates sin, he says, 
“because I love people and I see what sin does 
to people.”

Palmer began re-evaluating his priorities 
in life and learned a new love for his family in 
1972 when his wife nearly died from a rup
tured appendix.

“That experience brought a realization to 
the church that we were people who had feel
ings and needs and hurts. It also gave me a 
fresh understanding of how important my 
family is to me,” he said. “After God, the next 
most important thing is the family.” He has 
practiced that special love on son David and 
daughter Mary Ellen, both students at Sam- 

•ford University in Birmingham, and on older 
daughter, Joy, the wife of Lee McConnell, 
Kingsport.

His second family, the Baptists of Ten
nessee, will experience his concern this year 
through his service to churches and our con
vention’s institutions. He hopes to emphasize 
a reaffirmation of discipleship, a re-emphasis 
on our Baptist distinctives and doctrines, and 
a recommitment to evangelism.

“Christians need to believe right and live 
right. Baptists need to know what they believe 
and live in accordance to those beliefs. 
Then,” he said, “Baptists can share more ef
fectively what we are and what we have in 
Jesus Christ.”

Bill Palmer will continue to show others the 
love that Christ has to offer them and through 
that love, he will serve wherever there are 
needs.

His life, beginning with a commitment to 
serve nearly 40 years ago in an English coun
tryside and extending to his dreams for the 
future, can be summed up by his own quote: 
“The thing for which I am most thankful is 
the realization and the knowledge that I am 
where God wants me to be. I want to ac
complish more of the same, but will strive to 
do it better.”

cording to George R. Borders, president.
“Leslie and Louisa have a dynamic, vital 

testimony to their faith in Jesus Christ, and 
their influence on our campus community has 
been profound. Leslie has also been a favorite 
speaker for local churches and campus 
organizations,” Borders says.

Payne had planned to be a boxer as a 
teenager, with dreams of a world champion
ship someday. But nine years ago he came to 
a point of struggle in his own mind and felt 
forced to make a decision.

“I gave my heart to him, and gave up box
ing. He called me almost immediately into 
the ministry,” the young minister explains.

McClelland, the missionary who led Payne 
to Christ (and now serves in South Africa), 
had a daughter who had attended Palm Beach 
Atlantic College, and approached Payne 
about coming to the United States to receive 
his education.

“It didn’t take much to convince me. I’d 
always looked up to the U.S. as sort of my 
‘hero country.’ All the great boxers had come 
out of the United States,” Payne explains.

Coming here was somewhat frightening, 
however, for his wife Louisa, who was con
cerned about leaving home and coming to a 
foreign country with their two children, at 
that time ages 3 and 18‘months.

“When I first came here I wanted to go back 
home. Now I wish we could take this place 
back with us. The people have been so good to 
me,” she says.

This month they will be returning to their 
Rhodesia, following graduation ceremonies 
for both. He is a religion major and she is a 
psychology major. The children, now 7 and 5, 
are anxious to “go to Africa,” Mrs. Payne 
says with a laugh.

College officials are sorry to see the Paynes 
leave the campus, but are excited about his 
future work in Rhodesia.

“Leslie and Louisa are returning to a nation 
that has been scarred by.a decade of violence, 
and they return committed to sharing the 
good news of Jesus Christ,” Borders asserts. 
“I believe they are going to make a difference 
in that nation, and we are excited that this 
young college has had a small part in that 
tremendous task.” a •

Rogers to speak 
at Bible conference

Adrian Rogers, pastor of-Bellevue Baptist 
Church, Memphis, is scheduled to speak at 
the 1980 James Robison Bible Conference, 
January 24-26, in Fort Worth, Tex.

Rogers, president of the Southern Baptist 
Convention, has been featured at many 
denominational meetings, as well as other Bi
ble conferences sponsored by Evangelist

•James Robison.
The three-day conference will be preceded 

by an evangelistic rally featuring Rick 
Stanley, stepbrother of the late Elvis Presley. 
James Robison will deliver the main 
message.

Memphis hospital elects 
trustee officers for '80

William H. Preston Jr., a specialist in 
obstetrics and gynecology from Booneville, 
Miss., was elected chairman of the Board of 
Trustees of Baptist Memorial Hospitals 
(Memphis) for the year 1980. Preston has 
been a member of the hospital’s Board of 
Trustees for 11 years and served as chairman 
of the Executive Committee of the board dur
ing 1979.

Larry Sloan, president of Citizens National 
Bank in Walnut Ridge, Ark., was elected 
chairman of the Executive Committee of the 
board for the year 1980. Sloan has served as a 
member of the Board of Trustees for 21 years.

Other board officers elected include Ralph 
McIntyre of Nashville, director of the Church 
and Staff Support Division of the SBC Sunday 
School Board, as 1st vice-president and J.W. 
Royal, retired pastor from Benton, Ark., as 
secretary.

WASHINGTON (BP) - As millions of 
citizens received their income tax forms for 
1979, the U.S. Supreme Court declined to 
review lower court decisions denying 
pacifist citizens the option of refusing to pay 
that portion of their taxes which goes to the 
Pentagon.

Unanimously and without comment, the 
justices let stand rulings by the U.S. Tax 
Court and the Fourth Court of Appeals deny
ing such tax relief to three pacifists, Howard 
L. and Barbara B. Lull and Peter W. Herby.

The three refused to pay that portion of 
their 1974 and 1975 income taxes which they 
estimated would go for military expenditures. 
After an audit by Internal Revenue Service 
personnel, they were ordered to pay taxes 
plus penalties. On appeal, the U.S. Tax Court 
ruled for the government. That ruling was 
upheld by the court of appeals.

The Lulls and Herby, without identifying 
their denominational affiliation, argued in a 
written brief that they are Christian pacifists. 
“The history of Christian conscientious objec
tion and civil disobedience has been coupled 
with much suffering and struggle,” they 
stated.

“In spite of this,” attorneys for the pacifists 
continued, “the Christian conscience, at least 
in a remnant of that community, has held true 
to the belief that the all-pervading teaching of 
Jesus to love God and one another in the way 
he loved us mandates that a Christian cannot 
kill another person for any reason.”

That belief, the argument continued, “in
cludes the refusal to pay for killing in the 
form of taxes for war” for some Christians.

Besides their argument from religious 
grounds, the three also contended that the 
Ninth Amendment to the Constitution, which 
states that the enumeration of “certain 
rights” does not exclude other rights “retain
ed by the people,” protected them from the 
obligation to pay the taxes in question.

They also cited what they called an immi
nent “doomsday” of nuclear war by the 
mid-1980s, the “demonic character of the 
SALT agreement,” the ‘‘Pentagon 
playground,” “robbing the poor and hungry,” 
and "waste” as valid reasons for refusing to 
pay taxes for military purposes.

“A properly filed form 1040 carries the odor 
of blood,” they concluded.

Writing for the government, Solicitor
General Wade H. McCree Jr. argued that 
neither the First Amendment guarantee of

Spring Hill pastor 
retires after stroke

Frank Britton, pastor of several churches 
in Big Emory, Union, Alpha, and Maury 
Associations, retired recently after he suf
fered a stroke. His last pastorate was at 
Calvary Baptist Church in Spring Hill, where 
he served for six years.

Britton is a graduate of Harrison-Chilhowee 
Baptist Academy in Seymour and Carson- 
Newman College in Jefferson City. He was or
dained to the gospel ministry by First Baptist 
Church in Rockwood in 1944.

In addition to pastorates, Britton and his . 
wife were house parents at the Tennessee 
Baptist. Children’s Home in Franklin from 
1953 to 1967 and on the staff of Clover Bottom 
Hospital in Donelson. Additionally, he was 
employed by the Tennessee Department of 
Vocational Rehabilitation in Columbia.

He and his wife will reside in Mt. Pleasant 
where they are members of Southside Baptist 
Church.

Pews, Pulpit and Chancel Furniture
Phone 704/322-8380

Dept. J. P.O. Drawer 2187 
Hickory, North Carolina 28601

freedom of religion nor the Ninth Amendment 
cover the pacifists’ claims.

Freedom of religion, he said, does not ab
solve even pacifists “from their obligations to 
comply with otherwise valid legislation of 
general applicability because they disagree 
on religious grounds with government 
policy.”

McCree argued further that the taxes in 
question “are neutral and apply to all tax
payers without regard to their religious 
beliefs.”

On the Ninth Amendment question, McCree 
likewise disputed the pacifists’ contention, 
saying that the amendment “provides no 
basis for contesting the exercise of powers ex
pressly granted to Congress by the Constitu
tion.”

Public or private? — “There is little doubt 
that public confidence about schools is low. A 
recent poll conducted by Gallup and the 
Charles F. Kettering Foundation found that 
only eight percent of the country would give 
the public schools a grade of A. (In 1974, about 
18 percent awarded an A to the system.) What 
is the alternative for parents who are unhap
py with the public schools? ‘Rightly or wrong
ly,’ says Stanley Salett of the National Com
mittee for Citizens in Education, ‘private 
schools have the reputation for having stan
dards and expecting more.’ So. many parents 
opt for the private institution. Yet, a com
parison between public and private schools is 
much less than objective. Private schools 
may pick and choose their students. If a child 
does not behave or does not measure up, the 
school may drop the student. Obviously, if the 
private schools can select the best and 
brightest for their student body, they will 
show a better average. But what does society 
do with the rest of the young population?” 
(AFL-CIO News, September 22, 1979)
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Supreme Court refuses to review 
case of Jehovah's Witness teacher

WASHINGTON (BP)—The Supreme Court 
will not review the dismissal of a Chicago 
public school teacher who refused to teach 
her kindergarten class the Pledge of 
Allegiance to the flag.

Joethelia Palmer, a member of the 
Jehovah’s Witnesses sect, defied the orders of 
her principal and the Chicago superintendent 
of schools to teach the pledge and certain 
patriotic songs, and to help her pupils observe 
a variety of patriotic holidays.

She complained that to do so would violate
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BAPTISTRIES

National Church Furnishings, Inc. 
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sick in hospitals and nursing 
homes.

Dr. William G. Justice, 
director of pastoral care at 
East Tennessee Baptist 
Hospital, Knoxville, writes a 
practical handbook of do’s 
and don'ts—helpful sugges
tions on preparing for the 
visit, concerns of the sick, and 
proper relationships with 
hospital personnel.
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paper, $2.50 
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her religious freedom because Jehovah’s 
Witnesses believe such patriotic exercises 
amount to idolatry. In addition, her suit 
claimed that the school system violated her 
due process of law as guaranteed by the Four
teenth Amendment to the Constitution by de
nying her a formal hearing before the 
dismissal.

Palmer, who began teaching in her Chicago 
post in the fall of 1976, taught for three years 
while her case made its way through the 
courts. She was finally dismissed last year.

In legal documents filed with the Supreme 
Court, she argued that “the state does not 
have the right to require a teacher to ad
vocate that which he or she cannot do in good 
conscience.”

The brief was critical of two lower federal 
courts for ruling against Palmer, declaring 
that their decisions, if allowed to stand, “will 
have the unalterable effect of chilling the ex
ercise of our most precious right—freedom of 
belief.”

Attorneys for the Chicago Board of Educa
tion argued that Palmer’s termination was 
based on “curricular non-conformity.”

Their brief played down the free exercise of 
religion argument, stating that “curricular 
non-conformity in the classroom is not pro
tected by the First Amendment.”

Palmer’s discharge, they contended, came 
“only after elaborate experiments to accom
modate” her, although none of those efforts 
was specified.
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UNIFORM SERIES
Lesson for Sunday, January 20

Andrew and Philip 
by Hyran E. Barefoot, academic dean

Union University, Jackson
Basic Passage: John 1:40-46; 6:4-11; 12:20-26 
Focal Passage: John 1:40-46; 12:20-26

There is a universal tendency to classify 
persons as “lesser” and “greater.” We tend 
to do this on the basis of those who are not so 
prominently featured. This is even done in 
Christendom; however, we may need to 
reassess our categories of “lesser” and 
“greater” on the basis 
of the principle of 
Jesus that “he who is \
the greatest is the ser- \
vant of all.” K :

On the usual scale of
the world, both An- • 4k ’
drew and Philip would . Wk 
be placed in the Wk _
category of lesser X
disciples. They are not 
featured prominently .
in the Gospel story, Barefoot 
and the times when they are even mentioned 
are very infrequent. But when we look at the 
dominant characteristics of these men, we 
may find that they are quite important.

Discipleship may well be measured not in 
terms of how prominent one is himself but in 
terms of his long-term contribution to the 
Kingdom of God through his efforts and 
through those whom he influences to come to 
Christ. Many unsung disciples may have 
made their greatest contribution through 
their unselfish efforts to. bring others to Christ 
through whom their influence continues to 
live. There is ample evidence that this may be 
the case in the experiences of both Andrew 
and Philip.

Passing on the Witness 1:40-46
John 1:19-51 has the central theme of 

witnessing which runs throughout this sec
tion. In verses 29 and 36 John gave his 
testimony to Jesus in the presence of his 
disciples. One of the disciples who heard and 
responded was Andrew, who in his own right 
was not so significant but who was identified 
in relation to his more important brother 
Simon Peter. Andrew’s first response was to 
find his brother Simon and share the glad 
news of the identity of the Messiah (the 
“Anointed One,” a Hebrew word whose 
counterpart in Greek was Christ).

For Andrew, a Jew, this was the greatest of 
all discoveries which he was compelled to 
share with his brother and by so doing 
became the patron saint of all true mis
sionaries. Andrew had learned from John that 
the testimony given is" never complete until 
one is led beyond the witnesser to the living 
reality witnessed to. Thus, he not only gave 
his witness to Simon but brought him to Jesus 
to whom he had borne witness.

Jesus immediately conferred upon Peter a 
new identity in terms of his future rather than 
in terms of his past. He had been known as the 
son of John, but he would be known in the 
future as Simon the Rock or Rock-Man. 
“Peter” from petre, “rock,” is the Greek 
equivalent of the Aramic “Cephas.” It was 
not a proper name but rather a nickname that 
prophetically defined his future character.

The next day the scene shifted from Judaea 
in the south to Galilee in the north where 
Jesus encountered Philip and invited him to 
discipleship. The fact that a Jewish man from 
the city of Bethsaida near the northern end of 
the Sea of Galilee had a Greek name is in-

Box 133 Phone 278-7060
Dalton, Ga. 30720

Write or Call For Free Color Brochure

dicative of the extent to which Greek culture 
had penetrated Galilean life. The simple in
vitation to Philip, “Follow Me,” defined 
discipleship in terms of obedience to a person 
rather than in acceptance of a proposition.

Philip, like Andrew, responded like one 
lighted torch which ignited another; he 
sought out Nathaniel and witnessed to him. 
His witness presented Jesus as the fulfillment 
of the Old Testament Law and Prophets. 
Nathaniel from Cana of Galilee (21:2) found it 
difficult to believe that one identified only as 
“Jesus, the son of Joseph” from the obscure 
neighboring village of Nazareth could be so 
important.

Nathaniel’s retort, “Can any good thing 
come out of Nazareth?” may reflect scorn for 
a neighboring village, or it may reflect the 
fact that he knew that the Christ was not an
ticipated to come from there (John 7:41,52). 
Philip’s challenge to Nathaniel, “Come and 
see,” is not only an invitation to him but to all 
readers of the Gospel who may have 
preconceived motion to be willing to in
vestigate Jesus fairly to determine His true 
identity.

The cycles in the passage are clearly de
fined and become the pattern for every Chris
tian: one is witnessed to and finds Christ and 
immediately passes the witness on to some
one else.

Deep Truths Reflected in the 
Request of the Greeks 12:20-26

Andrew and Philip in this passage are again 
presented in the role of introducing men to 
Jesus. These Greeks who came to Jerusalem 
to worship would be “God-fearing Gentiles” 
who were worshipping God through Judaism. 
They doubtless chose Philip as the “go- 
between” because of his Greek name and his 
Hellenistic background. Their request was to 
see Jesus, which in John’s Gospel is probably 
to be understood as a desire to believe in Him 
rather than to interview Him. Philip, either in 
hesitation over the Greek’s request or in a 
desire to involve his friend Andrew, told An
drew; and they both approached Jesus with 
the request.

John does not record whether the Greeks 
saw Jesus or not, but instead Jesus’ response 
is an indication of how the Greeks, and the en
tire world, would see Him. Only as He is 
glorified in death and resurrection would He 
be truly seen by the world. In John’s Gospel 
His “hour of glorification” is His being lifted 
up on the cross. Two truths are reflected out 
of this by reference to the law of the seed.

Just as it is necessary for the seed to die in 
order to be multiplied into more seed, so in 
His death He will not be alone but will be seen 
by the whole world (John 3:14; 12:32), who 
will be drawn to Him. The law of life through 
death applied not only to Him but also to His 
followers in the nature of discipleship. To 
horde seed is to ruin it and to lose it, but to sow 
seed is to free it for multiplied usefulness. 
Even so, the one who saves his life loses it; 
and the one who freely gives his life in obe
dient discipleship will be the one who is richly 
rewarded.

BIBLE PUZZLE ANSWERS
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LIFE AND WORK SERIES
Lesson for Sunday, January 20

Love is what counts
By John Lee Taylor, pastor 

West Jackson Baptist Church, Jackson
Scripture Passages: Mark 12:28-33; Matt. 5:43-47

Eight agencies share large trust income

Taylor

Love is a much used word today. Its usage 
ranges from a description of one’s natural 
desires to the affirmation of the cause of some 
great sacrificial act for the benefit of others.

The term is heard in T.V. commercials and 
from pulpits across America. The wide use 
and mis-use of “love” 
causes its true mean
ing in many Scripture 
passages to be 
obscured.

The language of the 
New Testament is 
Greek. This language 
does not have the 
variety of interpreta
tion of the word love as 
does the English 
language. There is a 
designated word in the Greek language to 
properly communicate what the speaker or 
writer wishes to convey in the word love.

When a person wanted to communicate 
family affection, he would use the word 
STORGE. PH I LI A was the word used to ex
press emotional love. This word, Philia, 
means “to look on someone with affectionate 
regard.” It may be translated “to cherish.” 
Love between the sexes was the word eros 
used to describe physical love. Agape was the 
word employed to express the meaning of the 
rational sacrificial, and liberal love of God.

William Barclay in New Testament Words 
defines agape, Christian love, as “uncon
querable benevolence, invincible goodwill.” 
Agape love calls for the involvement of the 
whole man.

This involvement of the whole man in the 
love that counts is the teaching of Jesus in the 
Scripture passages of the lesson today. In 
both Mark 12 and Matthew 5, Agape is the 
word of love.

As Jesus nears the end of His public 
ministry, Mark records the efforts of the 
Jewish leaders to snare Him with answers to 
their difficult questions. They asked Him 
four. The question in Mark 12 is the last of the 
four.

Asking the Right Question (Mk.12:28)
One of the Scribes who was a member of the 

Pharisees had overheard the answer Jesus 
gave to the question the Sadducees’ asked 
about the resurrection. Seizing the oppor
tunity, the scribe asked, “Which is the first 
commandment of all?” He asked the right 
question for the wrong reason.

The Pharisees had divided the law, their 
basic interpretation of God’s command
ments, into two groups. One group dealt with 
their manner of worship and contained 248 
commandments. The number 248 was arrived 
at based on one law for every bone in the body 
as they identified the human skeleton. The 
second group, number 265, were laws dealing 
with the ethical manner of life. The number 
365 was for the days of the year. The total of 
613 laws then included both worship and 
ethics, belief and behavior, relating to God 
and relating to man.

The question of the scribe was which of the 
two groups was more important. The word 
“which” is a word meaning “what is the 
nature.” First is not a word relating to 
numbering, but it means in rank or status of 
importance. So, the question was, “How does 
God want me to best serve Him in my worship 
of Him or in my work for Him?” Jesus 
answered: “In both!”

Receiving the Right Answer
Jesus answered by quoting from 

Deuteronomy 6:4-5 verses known to all of 
Judaism as the Shema. Jews who were strict 
and pious observers of the law quoted these 
lines morning and evening. The shema called 
the people to worship in the temple in 
Jerusalem. The words were representative to 
the people of their worship of God.

Jesus said, “you are to love God with your 
whole self.” Deuteronomy includes heart, 
soul, and strength. Jesus repeats these and 
adds mind. The heart in Hebrew thought was 
the center of man’s thinking ability. The soul 
is the source of feelings and the foundation of 
the will. Mind is man’s intelligence which 
makes possible his understanding. Strength 
symbolizes the physical nature of man with 
his power and energy in being a person. Dr. 
Henry E. Turlington says these requirements 
mean “you must love the Lord with your 
whole self, without reservation.”

In addition, Jesus sums up Leviticus 19:18 
in stating, “Love your neighbor as yourself.”

The right answer contained three levels of 
love: love for God, love for neighbor, and love 
for self.

Responding to the Right Way
The scribe said, “you are right. This kind of 

love means more to God than all burnt offer
ings and sacrifices.”

Paul so clearly spoke of this insight in I Cor
inthians 13. In verse 3 he says, “If I give away 
all I have, and if I deliver my body to be 
burned, but have not love, I gain nothing.”

Forms and styles of worship pale into in
significance in the light of unselfish love for 
God and others. Jesus called this kind of love 
an “inasmuch” ministry in Matthew 25.

Re-affirming the Right Principle
The concluding section of the study today 

re-affirms our Lord’s principle of agape love. 
In the first chapter of the Sermon on the 
Mount, Matthew 5, and in verses 21-48, Jesus 
has illustrated how His disciples have an “ex
ceeding” righteousness.” The peak of His 
descriptions comes at the point of the exercis
ing agape love (vss. 43-47), the living out of a 
new and different kind of life-style of love. He 
calls us to love even our enemies.

In this section, Christigns are called to be 
like their Father in their love for all people in
cluding those who hate, despite, and 
persecute.

John H. McClanahan, pastor of the First 
Baptist Church of Pine Bluff, Ark., is the 
writer for this quarter’s Advanced Bible 
Study. He concludes the lesson today with the 
following incisive illustration:

One of my most respected student friends 
during seminary days was Emmanuel 
Dahunsi from Nigeria. He was a brilliant stu
dent and a most gracious and genial person. 
After completing his doctoral studies at 
Southern Baptist Theological Seminary in 
Louisville, Ky., he returned to his homeland 
where he has had a very distinguished 
ministry in Baptist work.

One day, while talking in the seminary 
library, I asked my Nigerian friend to tell me 
some of the circumstances that led him to 
become a Christian. He was a first-generation 
convert to the Christian faith.

He told me that his Christian conversion 
was not just a turning from irreligion to 
religion. “Native African religions are quite 
developed,” he said, “They have a prescribed 
code of ethics. They have some idea of an 
afterlife, including what we could call a doc
trine of heaven and hell.”

“But,” he continued, “they have no person 
like Jesus.” Then he added: “I had been 
taught by my native religion to love all people 
who were like me,” and he pointed to the 
tribal markings on his face. “Anyone who had 
my marks, I was to treat as a friend. Anyone 
who had another set of marks, I could treat in 
whatever way I desired.”

Then he said, “Jesus taught that I should 
treat all people as though they were marked 
just like me. The demand of such an ethic con
vinced me that Jesus was the Christ, and I 
became a believer!”

The fact is more true than many of us 
know: love is what counts—most!

NASHVILLE, Tenn. (BP)—Four national 
Baptist agencies and three state Baptist agen
cies will share nearly $8-million realized from 
the sale of stock from a trust established for 
them in 1944.

Southern Baptist Theological Seminary 
received one-fourth of the money, or 
$1,944,000, from the sale of timberland, on 
which oil was discovered, held through stock 
by the Ida Bottoms trust.

Three other national agencies, the Home 
Mission Board, Foreign Mission Board, and 
Southwestern Baptist Theological Seminary, 
all received one-eighth shares of nearly 
$972,000.

The Buckner Baptist Children’s Homes in 
Texas, the Arkansas Baptist State Hospital, 
and the Bottoms Orphanage in Monticello, 
Ark., also received one-eighth shares.

The Foreign Mission Board’s share will be 
invested for operating expenses of a proposed 
missionary orientation center. Everett 
Deane, board treasurer, anticipates annual 
income of around $60,000 from investments
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made with the money.
The Bottoms family, known for their liberal 

gifts to Baptist work, provided $100,000 in 1918 
and 1919 for the purchase of the Foreign Mis
sion Board’s first headquarters building. 
They also gave money for church buildings in 
Nazareth, Palestine (now part of Israel) and 
Rio de Janeiro, Brazil and have contributed 
generously to home missions work as well.
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receive this book. PLUS 4 others: "When a New 
World Begins." "Heaven, Hell and Salvation,” "The 
Blessed Hope of Christ’s Return," and "Do We Live 
After Death9" Full-length Bible messages1 All 5 
books for only $1 00' Send this ad and a dollar bill 
with your name and address to-

JOHN L BRAY, Dept. TN
P.O. Box 1778

Lakeland, Florida 33802
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BIBLE ■
BOOK Hi
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VOLUME 21

2 Corinthians, Galatians, 
Ephesians
David C. George. Supplementary 
resource for the layman’s study of 
the Bible and the Bible Book Cur
riculum. This sixth volume of the 
NEW 24-volume set clearly out
lines the major truths of the books 
of 2 Corinthians. Galatians, and 
Ephesians. $4 25

$5.95

$5.95

At your Baptist Book Store
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Keeping timeBI-VOCATIONAL
schedules is a way of life for Porter 
Clewis, whether on his bus route or 
behihd the pulpit.

Bus driver spends spare time as pastor

Medicare Supplement Information

TO: ALL MEDICARE MEMBERS

By Mark Sandlin
OAKLAND, Calif—Just blocks from the 

heart of San Francisco’s financial district, a 
mass transit bus eases from the bus lot into 
the morning traffic. Porter Clewis checks the 
time. “7:12, right on schedule. I just wish I 
could be as prompt and regular in attending 
some of the associational meetings.”

Porter Clewis is a driver for the Golden 
Gate Bridge Transit Company and pastor of 
Calvary Baptist Church in Oakland.

Long days typify the routine for most 
bivocational pastors, and Clewis is no excep
tion.

When he pulls out of the lot at 7:12 he has 
already completed one run and is starting his 
second of the morning. Catching what time he 
can, Clewis studies his Bible in his van be
tween morning and afternoon runs. When he 
finally heads home at 6:30 p.m., he often faces 
a night of church meetings.

Like many other bivocational pastors he 
finds that a split vocation presents frustra
tions.

“One of the greatest frustrations that I face 
is missing or being late for some of the 
associational meetings. I get off work in San 
Rafael at 6:30. The associational meetings 
begin at 7:00 and are usually held at least 45 
minutes away. Sometimes I just can’t make 
it,” Clewis said.

Dear Medicare Member:

Yes

Yes

Yes

Nome.

Address

State

We will also furnish you with information about a 
program designed to help relieve the MEDI
CARE member funeral expense. Do you know 
that Social Security can help pay funeral ex
pense? This important information will be fur
nished without cost or obligation.

The Social Security Administration has recently announced certain changes that 
were made in the MEDICARE program — changes which will directly or indirectly 
affect every MEDICARE member.

If you do not fully understand what benefits are payable under MEDICARE, please 
return the attached card at once so that we may furnish this vital information about 
the changes in MEDICARE, along with a detailed description of a privately spon
sored MEDICARE SUPPLEMENT INSURANCE PLAN.

SUBJECT: NEW CHANGES IN MEDICARE THAT AFFECT YOU

2W

Small church gets big gift
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ARE YOU UNDER
65?

ALSO HAVlW8
A $100.00 PER DAY

HOSPITAL EXPENSE
PLAN

MAIL CARD PROMPTLY!
MEDICARE SUPPLEMENT INFORMATION REQUEST FORM

As he wheels the bus through the rush of 
traffic, Clewis talks of other frustrations. 
“One problem with working is that I don’t get 
to visit the people as much as I want. I have 
comfort, at least, in knowing that my people 
know they can call on me anytime. When they 
need me I’ll be there.”

Division of his time between church and 
work leaves little time for his family.

“When I took the position as pastor I knew I 
would have to compromise the time I spent 
with my family. But you have to get up and go 

। when the Lord gets ready,” Clewis said.
Time is not the only problem for bi- 

vocational pastors. Like full-time pastors 
they want to lead their people to a stronger 
commitment to outreach and Bible study.

Situated in a residential area, Calvary 
needs to develop outreach programs, accord
ing to Clewis. “Our Sunday School superinten
dent has repaired the church bus. Hopefully 
we will be able to develop enough so that we 
will need to use it. The people of the church 
have lacked the motivation to do any outreach 
before,” Clewis said.

Calvary did find some help for their needs 
when six members of the congregation at
tended Glorieta West, a leadership training 
conference sponsored by the Southern Baptist 
General Convention of California.

“The members returned enthusiastic about 
the material they had seen and were excited 
about beginning some outreach,” he said.

An outgrowth of the attendance at the con
ference and Clewis’ own attendance at a 
Small Sunday School Week at Glorieta, was 
the beginning of workshops and training ses
sions for their Sunday School teachers.

New goals have also been set for the 
church. Doubling the Sunday School enroll
ment and establishment of an outreach 
ministry to senior adults are two of the goals. 
The church is also participating in an Open 
Door Mission for transients. “Overall, we 
need to have a whole community ministry,” 
Clewis said.

At 50, Clewis is hoping to take full retire
ment in six years.

“I will be eligible for full retirement 
benefits. When it comes I’ll take the time and 
devote it to the church,” he said.

Looking toward the future, Clewis feels 
good about Calvary. “We have come a long 
way, with the help of the Lord.

“We are getting people to study more and 
there is a strong feeling of unity and 
cohesiveness among the people,” he said.

□ I would like further information concerning a 
protection plan that helps cover the charges 
Medicare does not pay.

□ I would like further information on how Social 
Security can help pay funeral expense.

□ I would like further information on $100.00 per 
day hospital expense plan.

________________________________ Date of Birth Is:

A COMMUNITY MINISTRY — Bi-vocational pastor Porter Clewis (above) feels 
Calvary Baptist Church, situated in a residential area of Oakland, must minister 
to the entire community.

CUT ALONG DOTTED LINE AND MAIL

DETATCH AND MAIL TO:

UNDERWRITTEN BY: 
PIONEER LIFE INSURANCECO. 

OF ILLINOIS

VIRGINIA, Ill. (BP) — Little First Baptist Church of Virginia, Ill., received an unex
pected Christmas gift of $150,000 from the estate of David Needham, a Methodist.

Needham, a large landowner, was never married, and left most of his $3-million 
estate to churches and church institutions. Each denomination in Virginia was included.

“Our budget calls for five percent to the Cooperative Program, plus five percent to 
associational missions,” said James Seago, pastor of the 35-member church. “So both 
the Illinois Baptist State Association and the Sandy Creek Baptist Association are getting 
five percent checks for $7,500 each.”

Seago said the church, whose total budget for 1979 was about $6,000, has voted to 
employ him as a full-time pastor, and to erect a new pastorium.

Before mailing the $7,500 check to the Baptist offices in Springfield, Cooperative Pro
gram gifts from the Virginia church had totaled $125 for all of 1979. The gifts from 
Needham’s estate are eventually expected to reach $187,000 for First Baptist.

CIS Insurance
P.O. Box 110383 

Nashville, Tennessee 37211

For return address you may cut out and attach to envelope.
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