
t and Reflector
Vol. 146/No. 3/January 23, 1980 News journal of Tennessee Baptist Convention

EXCITED ABOUT EVANGELISM — Lidia and Amelia Giannetta, missionaries to 
Brazil on a special evangelistic assignment in their native Italy, believe a new day 
is dawning for Italian Baptist work.

New Zealand Baptists report

Italian returns to homeland
to stir up evangelism fires

ROME, Italy (BP)—After an absence of 
more than 33 years, Amelio Giannetta, an 
Italian-born Southern Baptist missionary, has 
returned to help stir the fires of evangelism in 
his native land.

Giannetta, a 20-year veteran of missionary 
work in Brazil, is nearing the half-way point 
of a year’s special evangelistic assignment in 
Italy.

Both he and his wife Lidia are encouraged 
by the response they’ve found among Italian 
Baptists.

In Mottola, a town of 17,000 in southern Ita
ly, a two-day clinic turned into a 13-day 
meeting with 22 people asking to be baptized 
—more than the Baptist church had baptized 
in the last five years. The church of 135 
members now has set a goal of baptizing 30 
more in 1980.

“The experience was beautiful,” Giannetta 
said. “For two weeks the Baptist family in 
Mottola praised God, loved one another, 
prayed and cried together, and experienced 
the wonderful joy that accompanies every 
God-sent revival.”

The Giannettas’ journey back to Italy has 
been a sentimental one. Amelio’s mother died 
when he was six, and he grew up in the Bap
tist Children’s Home in Rome. He first met 
Lidia when his choir sang in her church,

He left Italy at 21, disillusioned with Italian 
politics of that period and vowing never to 
return. But he never forgot Lidia, and with 
the help of his father and sister, who had 
preceded him to the United States, he brought 
her to America. They were married in 1949 
and later became U.S. citizens.

After training at New Orleans, Southern 
and Golden Gate Baptist Theological 
Seminaries, they worked for eight years with 
Italian-speaking people in the San Francisco 
Bay area of California under sponsorship of 
the Southern Baptist Home Mission Board.

But a growing awareness of needs overseas 
led to their appointment in 1960 as mis
sionaries to Brazil, where he has served in 
key evangelistic posts. For 12 years he was 
executive secretary of the National Board of 
Evangelism.

His experience in Brazil, now in the midst of 
a major drive to increase Baptist member
ship to one million by 1982, convinced Gian
netta that certain evangelistic principles can 
be applied almost anywhere.

The key to winning people to Christ, he 
feels, is in talking to a person about the reality 
of Christ in your life—not about theology or 
doctrine. It’s the experience that counts, he 
explains.

Giannetta was invited to Italy by Saverio 
Guarna, director of Italian Baptists’ Depart
ment of Evangelism. Guarna met the Gian
nettas in 1978 when he went to Brazil as part 
of an evangelistic emphasis.

The spiritual awakening taking place 
among Italian Baptists excites both Giannet
ta and Guarna. And Giannetta, the orphan 
boy of Rome who today has become a man of 
three countries, has a quiet confidence that 
God brought him back to Italy at just the right 
time.

Carters call for national holiday 
to honor Martin Luther King Jr.

WASHINGTON (BP)—As missions of 
Americans celebrated the 51st birthday of 
Martin Luther King Jr., both President and 
Mrs. Carter called for renewed commitment 
to nonviolence and for passage by Congress of 
a national holiday to honor the slain Baptist 
civil rights leader.

In a message released here, the president 
said of King’s contributions, “There have 
always been voices that urged violent repres
sion in the name of religion. There have 
always been people who were willing to 
sacrifice others to further their own causes.

“Martin Luther King Jr. taught us a dif
ferent lesson,” Carter continued. “He taught 
us to live up to our highest principles of 
freedom and equal justice, to love and respect 
the tiniest spark of humanity in the most 
unlovable, and find ways to fan that tiny 
spark into a lasting flame that would light the 
way to a better day.”

stronger laity "
NASHVILLE (BP)—New Zealand Baptists 

on a five-week tour of the United States say 
their churches have greater congregational 
participation and more lay ministries than 
they’ve seen among Southern Baptist con
gregations.

The 61 visitors—guests of the Southern Bap
tist Convention’s Sunday School Board, 
Brotherhood Commission and Home Mission 
Board—were in America to study, observe 
Southern Baptist work and to lead Bible 
studies during January. The 23 ministers in 
the group are leading January Bible Study 
sessions in Knoxville; Texarkana, Tex.; 
Atlanta, Ga.; and Jacksonville, Fla.

“Here we feel the ministry is confined to the 
professional ministers,” said Gerald Marks, 
minister of Papatoetoe Baptist Church in 
Papatoetoe, Aukland, New Zealand.

While many Southern Baptist churches 
have what Marks termed “specialist 
ministers”—ministers of music, education 
and other areas of emphasis—New Zealand 
Baptist churches traditionally have one 
minister. An increasing number have more 
than one, but the second minister is not usual
ly a specialist.

New Zealand has 19,000 Baptists in 162 Bap
tist churches affiliated with the Baptist Onion 
of New Zealand. Average church size is 120 
members, with the largest churches ap
proaching 600.

“Usually we have more in our congrega
tions than are on the church roll,” he said. 
“We keep our rolls pretty clean.

“One in every 80 to 90 of our members are 
missionaries, and there is a deep interest and 
financial involvement in missions, 90 percent 
of which is directed outside of our denomina
tion.”

About one-half of the Baptist churches in 
New Zealand have all-age Sunday Schools, 
Marks said, but there is a trend away from 
adult Sunday School toward home Bible study 
groups for adults.

“There is a saying that the average New 
Zealander is not at his best at half past nine on

Alluding to the international situation in 
Iran and Afghanistan, where “forces of tyran
ny and terrorism are engaging in violence, 
often in the name of religion," Carter said, “it 
is important that we remember the power of 
nonviolence to change both institutions and 
the hearts of individuals.”

In Atlanta’s Ebenezer Baptist Church, 
where King served as co-pastor with his 
father, Mrs. Carter called again for the 
designation of Jan. 15 as a national holiday.

She told an overflow crowd at the church 
gathered for a two-hour memorial service 
that “we must have a national holiday to com
memorate this great man of hope, faith, and 
love.”

Noting that King’s birthday is already 
celebrated as a holiday in the nation’s capital 
and other localities, she declared that both 
she and the president "are commited to a na
tional holiday for Martin Luther King Jr.”

back home”
a Sunday morning,” he said. “Sunday School 
has not been an evangelistic agency for us.”

Marks said most New Zealand pastors who 
come to the United States to study and preach 
say it does something for their confidence.

“Most men’s ministries are not the same 
when they return. To maintain freshness and 
growth, you have to be fed,” he said. “Being 
here is to be part of something different and 
part of something new.”

Twenty of the new Zealanders attended a 
lay renewal weekend in one of two Nashville 
churches in January. Ten attended the 
renewal weekend at Saturn Drive Baptist 
Church while ten others attended one at 
Woodbine Baptist Church.

Ironically, the renewal movement is 
designed to increase the participation of lay 
persons, especially in the area of lay 
ministries, the area in which the New 
Zealanders said their churches are strong.

Missions seminar 
held in Memphis

MEMPHIS—A two-day seminar on the doc
trine of missions attracted almost 200 persons 
here Jan. 14-15 to meetings at Bellevue Bap
tist Church and the Southern Baptist 
Brotherhood Commission.

Co-sponsored by the Shelby Baptist 
Association and the commission, the seminar 
was designed to prepare leaders to teach age
level books on the doctrine of missions in their 
churches this spring.

Serving as the basis for the study were 
books for adults, Biblical Basis of Missions; 
youth, Youth Affirm: The Doctrine of Mis
sions, and children, Ways To Tell About 
Jesus.

Three representatives of the Baptist Sun
day School Board in Nashville led the age
level conferences for the training specialists. 
They were Avery T. Willis Jr., supervisor of 
the adult section, church training depart
ment, adults; Charles Doggett, editor of 
youth materials, church training department, 
youth, and Dan Fowler, consultant, children’s 
section, church training department, 
children.

Thurman Prewett, director of promotion 
for Shelby Baptists, and Bob Banks, director 
of the program section at the commission, 
coordinated the seminar.

While planned basically for Baptists in 
Shelby County, the seminar attracted train
ing specialists from Southern Baptist 
churches in Alabama and Missouri.

$500,000 challenge gift 
offered to Baptist school

GREENVILLE, S.C. (BP)-Furman 
University has received a three-year, $500,000 
challenge grant from the National Endow
ment for the Humanities.

Furman must raise an additional 
$1.5-million to receive the full grant. The final 
total of $2-million will be utilized to upgrade 
and advance instruction in the humanities at 
Furman.
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Wood hails ruling upholding 
federal funding of abortions

WASHINGTON (BP) - The U.S. govern
ment will appeal a federal district court rul
ing in New York striking down controversial 
legislation denying abortion funds to many 
poor women.

The ruling by Judge John F. Dooling Jr. of 
the U.S. District Court in Brooklyn in
validated the so-called Hyde Amendment, of 
which the latest version forbids medicaid 
payments to poor women unless a woman’s 
life is in danger or if the pregnancy results 
from rape or incest. „

At the same time, Judge Dooling delayed 
enforcement of his decision for 30 days to 
allow the government to appeal directly to the 
Supreme Court. The Justice Department an
nounced immediately that. the government 
will appeal.

Judge Dooling’s lengthy opinion was based 
in part on his view that to deny funds for abor
tions to poor women deprives them of the free 
exercise of religion guaranteed in the First 
Amendment.

“The irreconcilable conflict of deeply and 
widely held views on this issue of individual 
conscience excludes any legislative interven
tion except that which protects each in
dividual’s freedom of conscientious decision 
and conscientious nonparticipation,” he said.

James E. Wood Jr., executive director of 
the Baptist Joint Committee on Public Affairs 
here, called the district court’s decision “a 
profoundly significant one for maintaining 
the integrity of the First Amendment.”

Wood, one of 40 expert witnesses to testify 
during the 13-month trial in Judge Dooling’s 
courtroom, said in a statement that “While 
the Hyde Amendment is manifestly 
discriminatory in public policy against the 
poor, even more alarming is that one’s free 
exercise of conscience and religion in this 
matter is abrogated.”

He went on to assess Dooling’s ruling “as

MSC volunteer 'grows' a mission
by Erich Bridges

HUNTINGTON, Ind. (BP) - Clad in blue 
jeans, western shirt, and hiking boots, 6-5 
Mike Lewis props his massive legs up on his 
desk and grins.

He has reason. As pastor of the Huntington 
Baptist Mission, Lewis has watched his 
fledgling congregation grow from barely 20 to 
more than 50 regular worshippers in less than 
a year.

A 27-year-old native of Selma, Ala., Lewis 
began commuting to Huntington in 1978 from 
Louisville, Ky., while still a student at 
Southern Baptist Theological Seminary there. 
Upon graduation in December, he moved to 
Huntington and took up full-time pastoral 
duties at the young church.

The small congregation lacked funds to sup
port a full-time minister, so Lewis agreed to 
come as a volunteer serving through Mission 
Service Corps, the Southern Baptist plan to 
place 5,000 volunteers on foreign and 
domestic mission fields for one to two years of 
service.

Huntington Mission pays half of Lewis’ 
salary, and First Baptist Church of Decatur, 
Ga., picks up the rest of the tab. Within a year 
Huntington Mission members hope to support 
him fully.

A mission of Waynedale Baptist Church in 
Fort Wayne, Ind., Huntington Mission was 
born early in the spring of 1978 when several 
Waynedale families began traveling to Hun
tington to meet with local residents for Bible 
study and prayer.

The tiny group acquired an ancient, white
board church building on tree-lined Etna 
Avenue and started weekly worship services 
and Sunday School. Lewis arrived soon after.

In the year since, 37 people have joined the 
church, 15 by baptism. A recent revival drew 
70 or more people nightly. Church members 
have already started a new building fund.

“Pastor Mike is a real leader,” says one 
church member. “He’s witnessed, and 
visited, and worked with adults and youth, 

supportive of the guarantees of the First 
Amendment for all citizens and for the in 
violability of one’s individual conscience ir 
facing what is intrinsically a complex mora 
issue.”

Dooling agreed with the argument of Wood 
and others that denial of abortion, because a 
woman cannot afford to pay, might violate 
her free exercise of religion. But he 
specifically rejected the companion argu
ment that forbidding federal funding of abor
tions amounts to an establishment of religion.

Numerous religious activists for abortion 
rights have maintained that the denial of 
funds and all other legislative attempts to 
restrict abortion violate the No Establish
ment clause of the First Amendment by em
bracing a particular theological viewpoint, 
especially that held by the Roman Catholic 
Church.

The New York case dates to September 
1976, when Cora McCrae, a 24-year-old 
Brooklyn resident, sought an abortion at a 
Planned Parenthood clinic only to discover 
that she could not obtain it because the Hyde 
Amendment had just gone into effect.

Planned Parenthood went to court with Mc
Crae and obtained from Judge Dooling first a 
restraining order and then a preliminary in
junction against implementation of the Hyde 
restrictions. Under those orders, McCrae was 
able to obtain the abortion.

The U.S. Supreme Court already has pen
ding another challenge to the Hyde Amend
ment, a case it agreed to hear last fall. But 
there is serious question as to whether the 
justices will consider basic constitutional 
challenges to the Hyde language in that case 
or decide it on more narrow jurisdictional 
grounds.

In the McCrae case, should the high court 
decide to review it, the justices will likely be 
forced to settle the basic questions.

and just built his church. We’ve never seen a 
mission grow so fast.”

Lewis transfers the credit. “The people 
here have been so willing to work and do 
anything for the Lord,” he says. “I’m just 
thankful that being in Mission Service Corps 
allows me to spend all of my time in church 
work rather than having to get a job on the 
side,”

“I’ve got a vision for this church,” he con
tinues. ”We want to be mission starters 
ourselves. We already have several satellite 
Bible studies going around the town. This 
area is big enough for two Southern Baptist 
churches.”

“Pioneer missions gets into your blood,” 
declares Lewis. “It’s so exciting to see the 
growth. If I leave here, I’ll probably go to 
another mission church. I’d like to challenge 
every seminary grad to consider Mission Ser
vice Corps. To me, it’s a natural.”

22-year tenure ends 
for Kingston pastor

After 22 years as pastor of Chapman Grove 
Baptist Church near Kingston, E.R. Gamble 
has entered into retirement. He plans to 
reside at his home near Watts Bar Lake, 
where he will be available for supply and in
terim work.

A native of the Oak Ridge area, Gamble 
was a Sunday School teacher at the Chapman 
Grove church when he felt led to go into the 
ministry. Chapman Grove called him as 
pastor, and he remained there throughout his 
ministry.

During his tenure of service, the church 
constructed an auditorium, new Sunday 
School rooms, and a fellowship hall. He also 
led the church to become free of debt.

Since his retirement, the membership 
called Jack Hearon as pastor. Hearon is 
former pastor of First Baptist Church, Se
quatchie.

A NEW WORLD — Ethnic Chinese immigrants from Vietnam have to adjust to 
many new things in America, including "moving stairs" in Miami International 
Airport. Modello Baptist Church, Leisure City, Fla., sponsored (left to right) Thu, 
Huong, Anh, Hung, and Phuoc. Modello Brotherhood director Tom Brown guided 
them through the airport.

Refugees' flight of fear ends
with warm Baptist welcome

MIAMI, Fla. (BP)—War wrestled them 
from their family and flung them upon a 
human garbage heap.

They are five human beings, ethnic Chinese 
refugees assigned to a Malaysian “holding” 
camp. They are among 10 million people 
across the globe who share this plight, and 
they are among more than 3,000 refugees set
tled in the United States by Southern Baptists 
in 1979.

Hard-working, self-sufficient and proud, 
they grew up near Saigon, helping in their 
parents’ small textile mill and going to school 
when possible.

They made the best of life in war-torn Viet
nam, where most of the population detested 
ethnic Chinese. Life darkened during the Viet 
Cong reign of terror that followed the war and 
grew worse when leaders punished Vietnam’s 
Chinese for a 1978 Red Chinese military ven
ture into Indochina.

Brother Hung and sister Anh knew they had 
to get their family out of the country, but their 
parents were too old td risk a long, dangerous 
journey, and four of their eight brothers and 
sisters were too young.

By agonized mutual consent, they took two 
sisters and a brother and left Vietnam, prom
ising to send for the others.

They paid dearly for right of passage on an 
unseaworthy 54-foot boat loaded with 315 
other emigrants and ventured into the 
treacherous South China Sea. Despite 
leakage, sharks, storms and murderous 
pirate profiteers, they reached the Malaysian 
coast four days later.

Seasick, exhausted and famished, they 
were herded from camp to camp and lived 
under an open tent shelter, surrounded by 
7,000 fellow wanderers.

Thrown from their homeland like rotting 
garbage out a shanty door, they waited. With 
no money and no relatives in friendly nations, 
their prospects for rescue were dim.

Meanwhile, a Southern Baptist church near 
Miami responded to the crisis of Vietnam’s 
“boat people.”

The Brotherhood group at Modello Baptist 
Church in Leisure City, Fla., voted to sponsor 
a five-member refugee family who could live 
in a vacant house at Coral Pines Baptist 
Camp. They contacted Gene Tunnell, refugee 
resettlement coordinator for the Southern 
Baptist Home Mission Board, and gave him 
the go-ahead for finding a family from one of 
the Indochinese holding camps.

While Tunnell worked through the selection 
process, church members remodeled, 
painted, cleaned and furnished the house. 
They also stocked cabinets with food and 
drawers with linen.

They didn’t know their new friends—what 
they looked like or how their voices 
sounded—but most of Modello’s members 
showed up on the day of arrival to welcome 
Hung, Anh and their sisters and brother to a 
new world and a new way of life.

Such a scene was repeated over and over 
last year as Southern Baptists opened their 
arms to 3,164 people in 684 family units.

Both figures represent record highs, said 
Tunnell. The numbers even surpass those of 
1975, when refugee camps were located 
stateside and awareness of the situation hit an 
all-time high.

He said approximately 75 percent of the 
resettlement was accomplished in the last six 
months of the year, after William G. Tanner, 
Home Mission Board executive director
treasurer, challenged Southern Baptist 
associations to settle 1,000 families.

Although only 49 associations directly spon
sored families, many others “served as 
forums to get churches together and to bring 
in sponsors,” he said.

But Baptists cannot be content merely to re
joice over the success of 1979, Tunnell said. 
He estimated some 10 million person^ are 
displaced throughout the world at any one 
time and noted that the United States can 
legally receive 250,000 of them per year.

“We have a continual need for sponsors,” 
he said. “And the most helpful approach for 
churches to take is to make a commitment to 
sponsor refugees without placing nametags 
on them.

“Of course, if a church is near a large Cam
bodian community, we would expect it to re
quest sponsorship of Cambodians. However, 
we are in dire need of churches that will spon
sor refugees of any nationality.

“Because of media coverage, almost 
everyone is aware of Indochinese refugees, 
but we also are trying to help refugees from 
Cuba, Europe and other parts of the world,” 
Tunnell explained.

“Consequently, we must enter the ’80s with 
an awareness of global needs,” he said, “and 
the commitment to help refugees 
everywhere.”
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News analysis

Politics sometimes force 
missionaries to withdraw

By Jim Newton
MEMPHIS (BP)-China...Vietnam... 

Mozambique...the Seychelles...Angola... 
Iran..„.

Color them black on the map of the world. 
They are countries where Southern Baptist 
missionaries no longer serve, forced to leave 
by changes in government. Iran, where 50 
Americans have been held hostage at the 
embassy in Tehran since Nov. 4, is the most 
recent victim.

J.D. Hughey, the Foreign Mission Board’s 
secretary for Europe and the Middle East, 
said he still had hope, “but not much hope,” 
that missionaries could return to Iran. “We 
haven’t given up, and we may be able to go 
back into Iran, but it may be several years 
from now,” he said.

Unlike some other nations where Southern 
Baptist missionaries have left behind growing 
“indigenous” (national) churches, Iran has 
no Baptist church to continue a presence 
among the people, since most of the 350 
members were Americans and other 
foreigners.

There are no SBC missionaries now serving 
in Angola or Mozambique, two former Por
tuguese colonies who gained independence in 
1975. However, the Foreign Mission Board 
still lists on its books mission work in Angola, 
with one missionary couple still assigned to 
the African nation, although living in another 
country.

Mr. and Mrs. Curtis Dixon are now tem
porarily in Lisbon, Portugal, producing 
materials for Angola’s Theological Education 
by Extension and actively seeking permission 
to return to Angola.

Southern Baptist missionaries were as
signed to Mozambique from 1973-77, although 
all had to leave in 1975.

At last report, there were seven Baptist 
churches in Mozambique with about 500 
members. Only one Baptist missionary has 
been allowed to remain—Valnice Coelho, a 
missionary from the Brazilian Baptist 
Foreign Mission Board.

Southern Baptist mission work in the 
Republic of Seychelles is perhaps the shortest 
of any in the board’s history—about 13 months 
—the length of time Mr. and Mrs. William 
Steegers taught at the government high 
school at the invitation of the minister of 
education.

Only three Baptist churches out of 18 that 
were operating in 1975 are allowed to meet in 
Vietnam, according to recent reports re
ceived by former missionary Peyton Moore.

Moore, now assigned to Hong Kong, is one 
of 39 Southern Baptist missionaries who had 
to leave Vietnam in April of 1975 when the 
country fell to communism.

In 1975, the nine missionaries assigned had 
to leave Laos. Three house-church groups 
were meeting, and most of the Christians in
volved in them tried to escape. Fewer than a 
dozen are perhaps still there, although no 
authoritative information is available.

Though relationships between the United 
States and the People’s Republic of China im
proved in 1979, the extent of Baptist 
ministries there still is uncertain. There were 
191 Southern Baptist missionaries in China in 
1948 when they began to evacuate as com
munists took over. The Foreign Mission 
Board reports that the last estimate was there 
were 392 churches and 123,000 members with 
which Southern Baptist missionaries had 
relationships, but it’s not known how many of 
these churches still exist today

Braswell faces surgery
DENVER (BP)—Glen E. Braswell, ex

ecutive director-treasurer of the Colorado 
Baptist General Convention, was scheduled to 
undergo open heart surgery at St. Joseph’s 
Hospital here on Friday, Jan. 18.

Braswell said bypass surgery is necessary 
for a 90 percent blockage in the main artery 
across his heart. Recuperation will take about 
two months.

Frequently, when a country is beset with 
political turmoil, SBC missionaries leave for 
short periods of time, hoping to return. In 
1977, when war and unrest intensified follow
ing the depose of Emperor Haile Selassie in 
1975, all of the 30 missionaries assigned to 
Ethiopia left, leaving an Ethiopian layman to 
supervise the work in the Menz District under 
a management “trust” system.

One year later, two missionary couples— 
the Jerry Bedsoles and the Lynn Groces— 
were allowed to return to Addis Ababa, the 
capital. Their ministry, however, has been 
confined to the capital city, even though the 
strongest Baptist work had been in the Menz 
District rural areas.

Missionaries also have been forced to leave 
such countries as Nicaragua, Chile, and 
Uganda for short periods of time during 
revolution, but were able to return later.

When Idi Amin’s kingdom in Uganda 
toppled in April of 1979, missionaries Webster 
Carroll and James Rice were invited back by 
the new government, and were instrumental 
in organizing relief efforts among Ugandans 
with medical and nutritional needs.

Missionaries in several countries have 
faced problems of getting visas, work per
mits, or renewed entry permits.

The inability of missionaries in Malaysia to 
get residence permits in the states of 
Sarawak and Sabah has remained un
changed, and new developments in nearby In
donesia caused deep concern during 1979.

Missionaries in Indonesia who had been in 
the country more than five years were 
warned their annual visas would be renewed 
for only six months. Southeast Asia Secretary 
William Wakefield of the Foreign Mission 
Board expressed fear that if this “five year 
role” continues, it would force almost 90 
percent of the 102 missionaries assigned to In
donesia to leave the country within the next 
two years when their visas expired.

Although no official word has been received 
indicating a change in the rules or enforce
ment of the proposed ruling, Foreign Mission 
Board officials said in September that three 
Indonesia missionaries recently received visa 
extensions without the notation, “not to be ex
tended again.” Indonesia missionaries hope 
this is a sign the rule will not be enforced.

R. Keith Parks, the newly installed ex
ecutive director of the Foreign Mission 
Board, said one of his major tasks for the 
future will be mapping a strategy for continu
ing missions work in countries when the 
career missionaries have to leave suddenly, a 
strategy that is currently undefined.

Adapted from World Mission Journal

Texas CLC encourages Christians 
to avoid one-sided view on Iran

DALLAS (BP)—The Texas Baptist Chris
tian Life Commission has called on the 
religious community in America to see the 
Iran crisis as a religious issue and to avoid 
one-sided emphases.

“While others speak freely of vengeance 
and hatred, Christians must speak different
ly,” says a resolution adopted by the 
15-member commission at their quarterly 
meeting.

Stating that one-sided emphases “drive us 
ever further from the safe release of the 
hostages,” the commission acknowledged 
“the Islamic revolution in Iran as a 
religiously-motivated people’s revolution.

“We emphasize both the futility of political 
negotiations devoid of religious under
standing in dealing with the revolution’s 
leaders and the ineffectiveness of economic 
sanctions and force against those who seek" 
martyrdom,” it added.

The commission said it joins “all responsi
ble peoples in condemning every use of kid
napping and terrorism to secure political and 
retributive ends.”

But at the same time it said, “We prayerful-

RETIREMENT PLANS CHANGED — Mr. and Mrs. Willis Kimzey, who retired in 
Jackson recently, look over a map of Puerto Rico where they will serve in home 
missions for the next year. The couple, who took early retirement in order to 
have time for new experiences, "never dreamed" that missions service would be 
the experience.

Jackson educators learn
service in retirement

When Mr. and Mrs. Willis H. Kimzey Jr., 
retired from the field of education in July, 
they were looking forward to restful years 
mingled with occasional interim church 
work.

They had no idea their early retirement 
would carry them 2,000 miles from Jackson, 
Tenn., to a Spanish-speaking tropical island 
in the Greater Antilles. But, by the end of 
January, a brief five months since Kimzey 
left Union University, and his wife Ruth left 
teaching in the Jackson city school system, 
the couple will be winging their way 
southward to a church on the Caribbean 
island of Puerto Rico.

“We both chose an early retirement so we 
could get around to doing all the things we 
didn’t have time for before,” said Kimzey, 
who served 23 years as religion professor and 
associate academic dean at Union.

“I have always enjoyed working with 
churches on an interim basis wherever I 
could be used,” the Georgia native said. “I 
thought my retirement years would be a good 
time to capitalize on that since I’d have more 
time to devote to it. But I never dreamed it 
would turn into something like this.”

Shortly after they announced retirement 
plans, the couple received a telephone call 

ly uphold and sympathize with the many 
thousands of Iranians and their families who 
have brutally suffered and died at the hands 
of SAVAK” (the secret police of the deposed 
Shah of Iran).

The resolution also struck at the “prej
udicial and wholesale hatred of Iranians in 
the United States.”

It said, “Particularly, we join William Tan
ner of the Southern Baptist Home Mission 
Board in calling on all Christians to minister 
to bring the spirit of Christ to a bitter and 
hostile climate.”

It encourages Christians “never to suc
cumb to weariness as the captivity prolongs 
and to continue in prayer and fellow suffering 
with the hostages and their families.”

Also it implores “the captors to remember 
their Islamic traditions of mercy and freedom 
and to release the hostages. Because the Ira
nian revolution, which serves as the ground of 
the hostage situation, is so thoroughly 
religious in nature, it is the special calling of 
the churches and their leadership to respond 
with great sensitivity and care,” the commis
sion said.

from a Union graduate at the Southern Bap
tist Convention’s Home Mission Board in 
Atlanta. Jerry Scruggs, who had studied 
under Kimzey nearly 20 years ago, inquired if 
they would be interested in home mission 
work.

“It was the first time we had been ap
proached with the idea, but we decided that 
we should serve where there was a need,’,’ 
Kimzey reminisced.

By November they had accepted an assign
ment to Ponce Baptist Church in Ponce, Puer
to Rico, where the former college official will 
serve as senior pastor of a 40-member con
gregation.

“It will be an interesting situation, seeing 
that neither Ruth nor I know any Spanish,” 
Kimzey remarked. The church has two con
gregations, one Spanish-speaking and one 
English-speaking, and Kimzey will pastor the 
latter.

The couple said they will rely heavily on the 
members of their new congregation to serve 
as interpreters until they overcome the 
language barrier.

The role of pastor’s wife will not be new to 
Mrs. Kimzey, who will depend on experience 
gained when her husband pastored churches 
full time in Georgia and Texas. “I’m looking 
forward to the experience because I always 
like to try new and exciting things. I never 
plan to grow old and sit around with nothing to 
do,” she added.

If the Puerto Rican educational situation 
does not improve, she won’t have any prob
lem keeping busy. There is a possibility she 
will work as an elementary school instructor 
to help alleviate a teacher shortage the island 
is experiencing.

The venture will be part of a joint Home 
Mission Board-Foreign Mission Board project 
to use professional individuals in their post- 
retirement years in interim work on mission 
fields. Though Puerto Rica may be con
sidered foreign in some lines of thought, its 
status as a U.S. territory qualifies it as a 
home mission field for the 13-million-member 
denomination.

Until they return, a Union ministerial cou
ple will be occupying their home.

The Kimzeys will be assigned to the church 
for at least a year, but are already open to the 
idea of accepting another assignment after 
they return. As Kimzey said, “At 63 years of 
age and blessed with good health, I feel I 
should have several good years left, so why 
not spend them where they can do the most 
good?”

The couple received special recognition this 
month at First Baptist Church, where they 
have been members for 17 years.
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EDITORIAL

A ‘realistic’ look at Bold Missions
Insisting that his observations were “realistic” 

rather than “gloomy,” Keith Parks, newly-installed 
executive director of the Southern Baptist Foreign 
Mission Board, made his first report to Woman’s Mis
sionary Union last Wednesday night in Birmingham.

“Unless our financial support for missions 
escalates rapidly, there is no way we can put into ac
tion the goals of Bold Mission Thrust,” Parks told the 
WMU leaders and visitors.

Parks noted that Cooperative Program gifts for 
the 1979 calendar year increased 12.7 percent over 
1978 — just a little more than the inflation rate. “That 
is not going to buy Bold Missions Thrust,” Southern 
Baptists’ goal of confronting every person on earth 
with the gospel of Jesus Christ by the year A.D. 2000.

The percentage of total church receipts which are 
going to all mission causes (local, state, national, and 
international) is about 17 percent, which is about as 
low as it was during the depression years, according 
to Parks.

Inflation, which is a problem in the United States, 
is even more critical in many mission fields. For ex
ample, the inflation rate in Argentina is about 180 per
cent per year, with many other countries where 
Southern Baptists have mission work growing bet
ween 30 and 50 percent annually.

The Foreign Mission Board continues to spend 
better than 90 percent of its budget overseas.

The FMB leader said that inflation has caused the 
board to provide compensation adjustments to our 
missionaries on the field, so that they can survive in 
the face of rising costs. He noted that this has caused 
a shift in overseas expenditures. Until recent years 
one-third of the overseas budget had been spent on 
missionary salaries; one-third on capital needs 
(buildings for hospitals, schools, churches, and mis
sionary residences); and one-third for mission work. 
In 1980, it is about 50 percent for missionary salaries; 
15 percent for capital needs, and one-third for mission 
expenditures on the field.

“The average Southern Baptist is not committed 
enough, motivated enough, and informed enough to 
give enough,” Parks believes. “If they know, 
Southern Baptists will respond.”

The Foreign Mission Board receives about 49 per
cent of its budget through the Cooperative Program, 
43 percent from the Lottie Moon Christmas Offering
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for Foreign Missions, and about eight percent from 
other sources.

The program and budget subcommittee of the 
SBC Executive Committee will be meeting in 
Nashville this week to hear requests from all SBC 
agencies and to formulate a recommended 1980-81 
Cooperative Program budget for the February Ex
ecutive Committee meeting, which will make its 
recommendation to the 1980 SBC in St. Louis next 
June.

Parks does not feel that shifting a few percentage 
points here and there in dividing up the Cooperative 
Program “pie” will accomplish the tremendous mis
sion needs of our world. Obviously, there must be a 
“bigger pie,” so that all of our missions and 
ministries can grow together.

The WMU leaders also were told about other 
aspects of the Foreign Mission Board.

At the close of 1979, the FMB had 3,008 mis
sionaries under appointment. Although 332 were ap
pointed (second only to the 350 appointments in 1978), 
the FMB had only a net gain of 102 missionaries, 
because of retirements, resignations, and the comple
tion of terms by journeymen and missionary 
associates.

The 1970’s decade showed a net gain of 507 mis
sionaries, compared to a net gain of 1,010 during the 
previous decade.

To date, 114 Southern Baptists have gone to 
foreign fields under the Mission Service Corps. Seven
ty of these are presently serving in 24 countries.

Last year there were 3,793 Volunteers in Missions 
(who serve less than one year) who worked in 58 coun
tries.

Relief funds, which include world hunger gifts, 
through the Foreign Mission Board reached $3,451,000 
in 1979.

The FMB presently has missionaries serving in 94 
countries. During 1979, two countries — Iran and 
Turkey — excluded our missionaries.

In spite of the tremendous needs for funds and for 
mission volunteers, Parks said that Southern Baptists 
must continue to increase their prayer support for 
mission work. “We must focus on prayer,” Parks em
phasized.

God has the power and the resources to make the 
“gloomy” bright and the “realistic” amazingly 
unrealistic.

Gfcero’s 

comment

INSCRIPTION ON THE GREAT BELL

By the editor
One of the honors, privileges, or whatever 

of being the current president of the state 
editors’ group, the Southern Baptist Press 
Association, is that last week it was my turn 
to attend the annual Executive Board 
meeting of Woman’s Missionary Union. So, 
last week I headed south to Birmingham, Ala.

Most of Monday was used for orientation for 
new state WMU presidents (who are vice- 
presidents of the national organization), new 
WMU state staff workers, and guests (like 
me).

Then, from Tuesday morning through 
Thursday night, the Executive Board held its 
meetings.

Woman’s Missionary Union is a unique 
organization in Southern Baptist life in 
several ways.

It is an “auxiliary”—and has maintained 
this distinct, yet totally cooperative, relation
ship since it was formed in Baltimore in 1888.

Since its inception, its purpose has not 
wavered—to support Southern Baptist mis
sions through prayer, mission education, and 
those two vital offerings which (along with 
the Cooperative Program) provide a large 
part of the budget for our two mission boards.

Of course, through the years there have 
been numerous changes in methods and 
materials.

A second way in which Woman’s Mis
sionary Union is unique among SBC organiza
tions is that WMU does not receive—nor do 
they desire—Cooperative Program funds. 
The national organization receives approx
imately 90 percent of its income from the sale 
of its publications and supplies to members 
and their churches. About six percent of their 
budget comes from grants from the Foreign 
Mission Board and the Home Mission Board. 
The remainder comes from bequests and 
from interest earned on reserve funds.

The fact that national WMU does not 
receive Cooperative Program funds is related 
to a third distinctive of the women’s organiza
tion. Under SBC policy, the convention does 
not share Cooperative Program funds with 
any group—unless the convention has a hand 
in electing the trustees or directors. The na
tional WMU has a unique way (at least in 
Baptist life) of getting its Executive Board.

In Baptist polity, the association, the state 
convention, and the SBC are separate— 
although interrelated—organizations. 
Messengers to one of these are not 
automatically messengers to the other two. 
Officers of either of these have no power in 
the others.

Woman’s Missionary Union has a “hierar
chical” government. In Tennessee, for exam
ple, the presidents of the regional WMUs are 
vice-presidents of the state body. And, on the 
national level, the presidents of the state 
groups and the executive secretaries of the 
state WMUs compose the national WMU Ex
ecutive Board.

In reality, there are TWO national Ex
ecutive Boards. One is composed of the state 
presidents and executive secretaries, and it 
deals with general and specific plans, pro
grams, publications, and promotional ideas. 
The other is composed of only the state 
presidents and national officers, and it deals 
with financial and personnel matters.

We were told Monday night that WMU is a 
democracy—so I was a little surprised to find 
out that when the “presidents’” Executive 
Board meets, it is in closed, executive ses
sion. X

But one thing overwhelmingly convinced 
me that WMU is a Baptist organization. Last 
Thursday morning the “total” Executive 
Board spent over one hour debating, amend
ing, substituting, and reconsidering whether 
or not an “and”in one of their achievement 
steps should be “and/or.”
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-detteid to t^e ScUtor...
Letters on any religion-related subject are welcomed. Letters of over 300 words 
will not be used. Other letters may be shortened at the discretion of the editor. 
No unsigned letters will be printed, but writer’s name will be withheld for 
sufficient reason. Letters must contain complete address.

Children's leaflets
Dear'editor:

I certainly agree with Betsy Bean that the 
little cards and literature used during the 
period 1931-40 were much more attractive and 
the story content was much better for the 
child than what we are presently using.

I sincerely hope you can and will go back to 
the printing of that date again. If there ever 
was a time when our little ones really need to 
be taught the Word of God, it is now when the 
mind is so confused with so many other pro
grams of which many are not the type our 
children should be exposed to.

Florine Woods
97 Jay St.
Nashville, TN 37210

You and others interested in this subject 
should write to the Baptist Sunday School 
Board, which is the publisher of preschool 
Sunday School material, (editor)

Iran involvement
Dear editor:

I am writing in regards to your front page 
story (Jan. 9) that deals with the Iranian 
problem. Involved in this was Jimmy Allen, 
immediate past president of the Southern 
Baptist Convention and newly-elected presi
dent of the SBC Radio and Television Com
mission.

The writer calls this a fact-finding group— 
but what they accepted as facts it seems are 
reports from these radical militant so-called 
students. They are a revolutionary group 
seeking to justify their irrational actions on 
religious grounds.

Foundation
Mother gave it to me

By Jonas L. Stewart
Executive Secretary-Treasurer

He is an old man now but he never forgot 
the loving admonitions of a Christian mother. 
Responding to his invitation, I visited in his 
home. It is a modest but comfortable place 
where love for the Lord and people permeate 
the atmosphere. The farm and house were 
deeded to him by his mother when he was a 
young man.

He expressed his desire to protect and 
preserve his estate, as he said, “for the glory 
of the Lord.” Then he told me the conditions 
upon which his mother gave it to him. His ac
count of the incident follows.

“It was at the breakfast table. Daddy had 
been dead for several months. She told me 
how the two of them had sacrificed and saved 
to buy the land. They built this house with 
their own hands. Every nail was driven with 
gratitude to God for his provision. She 
recognized that her age and health would not 
allow her much more time here. She said, 
‘Son, I want to deed you this place now but 
before I do you must promise me that you will 
always use it to honor the Lord.’ I made that 
promise and have done my best to keep it. 
Every dime of income from this farm has 
been tithed through our church. Beyond the 
tithe I tried to do my part on special offerings 
and on the building fund when we built our 
new church.”

He knows that he must soon leave that 
home for a better one in heaven and that so
meone else will occupy the farm and house. 
However, he said, “when it is sold I want the 
proceeds put in trust, to honor my father and 
mother. I want the income to be used to 
glorify the Lord to whom they and I owe such 
a great debt of gratitude. Mother gave it to 
me for that purpose and I give it to the Ten
nessee Baptist Foundation, Trustee, in my 
will for the same purpose.

For more information about how to prepare 
a Christian will, write the Tennessee Baptist 
Foundation, Box 347, Brentwood, TN. 37027.

It seems to me that we ought not to get in
volved in attempting to make foreign policy 
for our government. If there is one thing for 
which we can stand together, it ought to be 
separate church and state affairs. This seems 
to be a government problem, not a church 
problem.

To be sure, we do not agree with their 
religious views.

These attempts by this group and others it 
seems to me that what this story is saying is 
that our foreign policy is wrong, and we ought 
to give over to their demands. This is a thing 
that if we as Baptists get involved in, it ought 
to be praying that God in some way will in
tervene and save many lives.

Guthrie Dotson
112 Folkes Ave.
Dyersburg, TN 38024

Union U. offers six Bible classes 
at four seminary extension centers

Six Bible classes leading to the diploma in 
pastoral ministries or Christian leadership 
will be offered through four Union University 
Seminary Extension Center locations this 
spring semester.

Registration for the classes, which will be 
conducted in Huntingdon, Adamsville, Mar-

Rockwood calls 
A. Bruce Coyle

The former pastor of Highland Heights 
Baptist Church in Memphis, A. Bruce Coyle, 
has accepted the pastorate of First Baptist 
Church in Rockwood and is now serving on 
the new field.

He had led the Highland Heights congrega
tion since 1971 and was also a member of the 
Executive Board of the Tennessee Baptist 
Convention. In that capacity, he served as 
chairman of the education committee, a 
member of the administrative committee, 
and president of the board. In other 
denominational service, he has been a 
member of the executive committee of the 
Southern Baptist Home Mission Board, and a 
trustee for Union University and the Ten
nessee Baptist Foundation.

Other Tennessee churches which have been 
under his leadership are: First Baptist in 
Rogersville; Signal Mountain in Signal Moun
tain; and Westover in Jackson.

In 1979, Coyle earned a doctor’s degree 
from Southern Baptist Theological Seminary 
in Louisville. Earlier he earned the master of 
divinity degree from that institution and the 
bachelor of arts from Union University in 
Jackson.

Acteen panelists chosen
BIRMINGHAM, Ala. (BP)—Six Baptist 

teen-age girls have been selected as members 
of the 1980 National Advisory Panel for Ac- 
teens, the missions organization for girls in 
grades seven through 12 sponsored by 
Woman’s Missionary Union.

The young panelists will write articles and 
offer suggestions to help WMU’s national Ac- 
teens staff understand the interests and needs 
of teen-agers.

They are Linda Gayle Crisp, Dallas, Tex.; 
Catherine Elizabeth Kadingo, Laurens, S.C.; 
Lori Keeling, Houston, Tex.; Glenda Myers, 
Miami, Okla.; Tina Wiese, Nashville, Ill.; and 
Mary Ann Williams, Strongsville, Ohio.

Chosen by WMU from 107 applicants from 
19 states, they will serve as pages at the WMU 
annual meeting, June 8-9 in St. Louis, Mo.; 
write for “Accent,” the WMU monthly 
magazine for Acteens; and may be asked to 
attend state and associational meetings 
related to WMU.

Germantown builds 
a new auditorium

Construction is underway on an auditorium 
for the Germantown Baptist Church, Ger
mantown, which will cost $2.1-million.

The new structure, scheduled for comple
tion in the summer of 1981, is designed to seat 
1,250 persons, all within 65 feet of the speaker. 
The choir area will accommodate 80 
members. Lighting within the sanctuary will 
be accomplished by natural light filtered 
through stained glass and supplemented by 
indirect overhead lights.

Clark and Clark Construction Co., Mem
phis, is serving as primary contractor and 
manager of construction. J. Wise Smith, 
Memphis, is architect.

In 1977, the church membership occupied a 
newly completed Christian Family Center. 
According to Pastor Kenneth Story, rapid 
growth of membership throughout the last 20 
years produced the need for the church to pro
ject a long range building program. For some 
time, the church has held two preaching serv
ices and two Sunday Schools on Sunday 
morning.

tin, and Jackson, will be held the first week of 
February. .

Cost for enrollment will be $35 per course 
plus any required textbook, explained dean of 
religious affairs Bob Agee. The classes will 
meet one night each week for 13 weeks from 
7-9. Up to eight semester hours of work may 
be transferred from the program to Union for 
college credit.

Curriculum recommended by the Seminary 
Extension Department of the Southern Bap
tist Convention is serving as curriculum for 
the center. Regular college entrance re
quirements are being waived for the three- 
year program, Agee added.

At the college in Jackson, three courses will 
be taught following a 7 p.m. registration on 
February 4. Agee will teach “Pastoral 
Ministries” on Monday nights, Selmer First 
Baptist Church pastor Matt Tomlin will teach 
“Systematic Theology” on Tuesdays, and 
Union faculty member David Irby will teach 
“Old Testament Survey, Part II” on 
Thursdays.

At the Carroll-Benton Association Mission 
Center in Huntingdon, John Pippin, pastor of 
First Baptist Church, Medina, will also teach 
“Old Testament Survey, Part II.” Registra
tion will be at 7 p.m., February 5.

At the recently-established Shiloh Center in 
Adamsville, “Evangelism” will be taught on 
Tuesdays by Hoyt Wilson, pastor of First Bap
tist Church, Lexington. Registration will be at 
7 p.m., February 5.

“New Testament Survey, Part II” will be 
offered at the Weakley-Beulah Center in Mar
tin. Instructor for the Thursday night course 
will be Raymond Boston, pastor of First Bap
tist Church, Dyersburg.

Individuals desiring additional information 
are encouraged to contact Agee at the college.

SANCTUARY DEBT RETIRED — Members of Concord Baptist Church, Chattanooga, 
burned a note on their $500,000 sanctuary recently. Former pastor Dale Larew 
brought a special message to the congregation. Shown, left to right, are: Bill 
Elrod, John Arnold, David Rhodes, Fox Monroe, Erwin Wofford, James E. Wright, 
and Virgil Lindsay. Bob Segrest is pastor at Concord.

BY TOM MADDEN 
TBC executive secretary

Personal 
perspective

The famous evangelist Sam Jones is 
reported to have said, “The gospel of Christ is 
dynamite! Place it in your life, strike the 
match of faith to it, and it will blow all the 
meanness out of your life.”

This statement led me to think again of the 
power of the gospel. I 
turned to Romans 1:16 
and read, “for I am 
not ashamed of the 
gospel of Christ; for it 
is the power of God 
unto salvation to every 
one that believeth; to 
the Jew first and also 
to the Greek.”

I am grateful for the 
gospel of Christ for 
many reasons, one Madden
being the extent of the gospel. My conviction 
is that all who do not have a real and personal 
relationship with Christ are totally lost. There 
is no such thing as partial salvation. No one is 
half saved and half lost. Also, no one is lost or 
saved due to the place where he lives. One is 
just as lost in a Christian home in America as 
he would be in a pagan household in a distant 
land. However, the gospel of Christ is for 
everyone. We can honestly look at this world 
of more than four billion and say, “The gospel 
of Christ includes you. Christ loves you and 
died for you.”

Not only am I grateful over the extent of the 
gospel, but also over the transforming power 
of the gospel. It does more than “drive the 
meanness out.” The Son of God became the 
Son of Man so that the sons of men could 
become the sons of God.

I would like to emphasize one more reason 
for my gratitude for the gospel. It concerns 
the way the gospel evaluates life. We live in a 
secular world that judges a person by how- 
many people serve him. The gospel evaluates 
a person by how many people that person 
serves. Our Lord said, “I am among you as 
one that serveth.” While others reached for 
the top. He reached for the towel.

I am proud of the gospel of Christ:

King assumes leadership 
of Linden church group

Lynn King, former pastor of Shanay Baptist 
Church near Bolivar, is now serving as pastor 
to the congregation at Linden Baptist Church, 
Linden. While serving the Shandy congrega
tion, he was also an educator in Bolivar

A native of Hardeman Cour ., he is a 
graduate of Union University, Jackson. His 
wife, Linda, is a graduate of Belmont College 
in Nashville and received a master of music 
degree from Peabody College of Vanderbilt 
University in Nashville.
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A 'pore' man struggles 
to put food on the table

By Phyllis Thompson
QUENTIN, Miss. (BP)-Until 18 months 

ago, Bailey King had worked almost every 
day of his life at everything from farming to 
logging and shoveling sawdust—all 
backbreaking, sunup-to-sundown labor.

“I’m 62 years old and I ain’t got no more 
than when I was five,” he says. The most he 
aver made was $2.10 an hour. The least, 50 
cents a day.

He started working when he was five, but he 
has little to show for it. It has been all he can 
do to make enough to provide food for his wife 
and 13 children.

King, a poor but proud Baptist layman, 
can’t work now. Doctors say he will never 
work again.

A year and a half ago, he was hospitalized 
for six months. His doctors said it was men
ingitis and a mild stroke. But King’s friends 
observe, “It weren’t that. His body was just 
plumb wore out.”

At 62, King is gaunt-cheeked, stoop
shouldered. He can’t raise his arms to comb 
his hair. He can’t reach to pull off his boots.

Although he has not been able to attend 
services since his illness, King is a member of 
Pleasant Hill Baptist Church, a 90-member 
congregation, where his children go every 
Sunday.

All his life, King has tried to work hard 
enough to pull himself out of the poverty cy
cle. Despite lack of education, he took menial 
jobs and never missed a day of work until his 
illness. But King wants better for his children. 
His two older daughters married young. His 
older sons quit high school. Two joined the 
Army, and now one works for a logging mill 
and the other for an offshore oil crew. They 
earn more than their father ever has.

Nine of the King’s children still live at 
home, crowded into the five-room clapboard 
house at Quentin, Miss., about 70 miles 
southwest of Jackson and 30 miles east of Nat
chez.

The house is uninsulated, drafty, damp. The 
roof leaks badly. The whole house sags. Un
painted walls and floor look the same inside 
and out.

There’s no bathroom, not even an outhouse. 
The only running water comes from a kitchen 
faucet connected to a nearby sawmill’s 
cistern. On warm days, the Kings bathe in 
McColl Creek, half a mile away. Warmth 
comes from the house’s single fireplace.

King’s wife, Luvenia, washes clothes every 
day. Her red hands wring each piece of laun
dry, because the ancient wringer machine 
“ain’t never worked right.” She hangs the 
clothes outside to dry.

Planning family meals is often depressing 
for Luvenia. When the money runs out and

*

"The main thang we pore whites have to do Is get food. We 
ain't got no time for anything else. Just ain’t no more time."

there’s no food in the house, she stares out the 
window, worrying about how she will feed her 
family.

Social Security checks, $425 a month, buy 
food stamps and everything else. Since that’s 
not enough to live on, the family depends on 
vegetables King plants every spring in a half
acre garden. He can make anything grow.

“That’s the talent I was born with,” he 
says. “Plantin’ thangs and messin’ with 
animals. I always said I coulda managed a lit
tle farm right well. Only I ain’t never had one 
to manage.”

When King returned from the hospital 
unable to work, he was determined to con
tinue farming. Every day he had someone 
carry him to the garden to chop weeds. He 
would sit propped up, useless legs straight in 
front, chopping weeds, using his arms and 
shoulders.

He retaught himself to walk, and soon he 
was plowing behind Molly and Saturday, the 
Shetland ponies he bought for $50.

Last spring, King unexpectedly received 
$3,000 disability compensation. He saw the 
money as a chance to fulfill his lifetime 
dream. “All I ever wanted in life was a little 
place o’ my own—a little house on it, enough 
room for a cow, some chickens, a patch o’ 
land to grown com on.”

He bought five and one-eighth acres. If low 
housing loans come through, he will build a 
house. But King is frightened. He doesn’t 
understand loan principles or interest rates. 
He’s afraid the $40 per month loan payments 
will be too much. “I never borrowed a penny 
in my life I ain’t paid back.”

The fears grow with each step. He needs 
house plans, a land survey, fencing. He’s even 
considering going without lights or heat or 
building the house himself.

He doesn’t want a handout to fulfill his 
dream, but time is running out. The longer he 
waits, the greater the chances his dream 
won’t be completed.

Yet all his life, King, who puts his faith into 
practice in his daily life, has given whatever 
he could to help others less fortunate than 
himself.

He has always given produce from his 
garden to people who were hungry. He once 
gave his wagon to a friend “cause he needed it 
wors’n I did.”

Phyllis Thompson is assistant editor of 
Home Missions magazine. This story was 
adapted and condensed from the December 
issue of Home Missions.

“The Bible don’ say one o’ us is supposed to 
have more ’n the other. I believe in heaven 
we’re all gonna be balanced—no rich and no 
pore!”

"Preachers klnda look down on the pore class of people 'cause they ain’t got It to 
give. So sometimes we give nickels and dimes, and our bosses who stole from us 
give them big amounts and get praised for It.”

'America's trash could feed 
my people,' says Indian student

LOUISVILLE, Ky. (BP) — “If we could have what the United States throws away we 
wouldn’4 have hunger and no one would be without shelter and clothes,” says an Indian 
seminary student.

The average income in Halingham Haokip’s state of Manipurin, India, is just five 
dollars a month, says the former general secretary of the Kuki Baptist Convention. 
Haokip, now a student in the doctor of ministry program at Southern Baptist Theological 
Seminary, says most ot tne worKers in ms country are untrained.

“My concern is to upgrade my people,” he says. “We need more practical ap
proaches. We (the churches) are struggling to exist.”

His people are members of the Kuki tribe and make up 280 churches in Manipur 
where about 1.4 million citizens fight continually to ward off starvation and to find 
shelter.

He described impressions of his host country in a monthly newsletter sent to 280 
churches and individuals in Manipur and neighboring areas of Burma, Nagalan, and 
Assam.

Among the aspects of American life which have overwhelmed Haokip are the cars 
and varieties of food here. "There are so many,” he said, his eyes growing bigger. “In 
my country we have only rice and curry.”
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SEMINAR PARTICIPATNS — Ron Ellis (left), minister of education at First Baptist 
church, Union City, and Roy Gilleland (right), former Tennessee Brotherhood 
director and active member of Belmont Heights Baptist Church, Nashville, par
ticipated in a recent Sunday School Board seminar, "Understanding the Senior 
Adult Years." Carroll Freeman (center), professor of psychology and counseling 
at New Orleans Baptist Theological Seminary, led the seminar.

Active leaden retires
Gordon Greenwell, a minister for over 47 

years and pastor of Sevier Heights Baptist 
Church in Knoxville since 1965, retired earlier 
this month.

Beginning his preaching ministry m 1932, 
Greenwell graduated from Carson-Newman
College in Jefferson 
City in 1939. In 1942, he 
earned a degree from 
Southern Baptist 
Theological Seminary. 
During that time and 
in the following years, 
he held pastorates in 
Tennessee and Ken
tucky.

He served many 
years on the Executive 
Board of the Tennes- Grecnwall

* Citizen’s Corner ♦
By Jerry M. Self

Public affairs and Christian life
K consultant

Gambling appears to be a much repeated 
issue for the last half of the 91st General 
Assembly. There is still the possibility that 
two parimutuel gambling bills, introduced 
last year, will come to a vote. One of these (SB 
44, HB 1028) would allow gambling on horse

see Baptist Convention, has been a member of 
the Carson-Newman Board of Trustees, and 
the board of directors of East Tennessee Bap
tist Hospital, Knoxville.

racing in Memphis, 
the other (SB 50, HB 
373) would allow 
gambling on any kind 
of racing anywhere in 
the state. However, a 
new bill has been in
troduced (SB 1589) 
and will probably be 
pushed in place of the 
other two.

SB 1589 would per
mit local option elec Self

baptist and Reflector
60 DAYS FREE TRIAL

1. Baptist and Reflector will send each 
resident family in your church a free 
subscription for 60 days.

2. During that time your church is re
quested to vote in business meeting 
whether or not to continue the Every 
Family Plan at the cost of 5.9c per family 
per week.

3. If your church decides to continue the 
subscriptions, Baptist and Reflector will 
bill the church on a monthly, or yearly 
basis, whichever the church prefers.

4. Unless our office has been notified to 
drop the paper at the end of the trial 
period, your church will be billed at the 
end of the next month.

INTERESTED?

tions on gambling. If such a local option elec
tion were called, the petitioners would 
designate the type of gambling to be chosen or 
rejected. The election could be for pari
mutuel or casino or possibly some other type 
of gambling. Tne Din designates the county 
government as the legislative body which 
would create laws, fees, and would choose the 
percentage of taxes to be paid. The county 
legislative body would also establish a local 
board of not less than 5 members to control 
and supervise the gambling activities.

This bill will be attractive to some because 
there is no state tax involved nor is there any 
state supervision of gambling established. It 
is simple, straightforward county local con
trol act.

The argument will be put forward that the 
bill simply allows the citizens of each county 
to decide for themselves whether or not to 
have gambling in their area. The bill may be 
rather simple and straight forward but its 
potential for damage to the moral fiber and 
quality of life of the state of Tennessee is 
massive.

Other bills have been introduced as a result 
of last year’s action outlawing bingo and 
other gambling sponsored by religious and 
charitable organizations. SB 1484 and HB 1447 
are bills to clarify the time in which 
charitable gambling is outlawed. This cutoff 
date is set at July 1, 1982. Some clarification 
on this issue is needed.

Another bill making bingo and other 
charitable gambling legal has been introduc
ed and appears in two forms. In one form the 
bill is a number SB 1495 and HB 1448. In 
another form the bill is SB 1496 and HB 1439.

Any law which states that an activity such 
as gambling is bad for the state unless the 
church sponsors it u on the face of it, bad 
legislation. These bills merit your opposition.

Baptist 

and 

Reflector

For further information, phone us, or fill out the form below and mail it to us 
today.

No church is too small, no church is too large for this free trial offer.
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Bible Puzzle
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pulpit W ^ein
By Jim N. Griffith

A company in Texas is now selling special “Share the Word” printed checks featur
ing a verse of Scripture inscribed across the face of the check.

According to the advertisement, “16 people see every check you write.” I knew that 
16 persons wanted every check I wrote, but I didn’t know my checks were seen by so 
great an assemblage.

However, with these checks, the ad declares, “you can leave a witness for God every 
time you write a check.”

Through Christian stewardship, some are already doing just that. When giving your 
tithe to the church, you are saying: “It is more blessed to give than to receive.”

As you contribute to Christian education your check states clearly: “He which 
soweth bountifully shall reap also bountifully.”

And no matter how you look at it, one must admit that these inscriptions — whether 
actual or implied — are certainly better than having your checks stamped with the 
words: “Insufficient funds.”

Idle busybodies

1 “neither — him God 
speed” (2 John)

4 Sinks in the middle
8 It was blue

(Ex. 28:28)
12 Girl’s name
13 Horse’s gait
14 Fenced city 

(Josh. 19:38)
15 “not only to the-----

—” (1 Pet. 2)
18 Finnish seaport: 

poss.
19 Birds have them 

(Luke 9:58)
20 They shall wither 

(Isa. 19:6)
23 Dulls, as a color

25 Air: comb, form
26 Auto accessory
27 O. T. book: abbr.
30 Tithe it

(Deut. 14:28;2 words)
33 Man (Neh. 7:47)
34 Welcome wreaths
35 The main point
36 Suffix for bombard 

or grenad: pl.
37 Landing place 

(Acts 21:3; poss.)
38 Son of a Ruebenite 

(1 Chron. 11:42)
41 Tarpaulin: by 

shortening
43 “they have--------  

within” (Ezra 4)

CRYPTOVERSE

VOMS EQS CML HK

48 Rose oil: var.
49 The Red
50 “and shall — in 

your sins” (John 8)
51 Depression
52 Slave
53 Altitude: abbr.

DOWN

1 Money container 
(Prov. 7)

2 Artificial language
3 Philippine town
4 Pierces
5 Italian river
6 “for they are----- ” 

(Rom. 13)
7 Sterling: abbr.
8 Fallen (Psa. 16:6)
9 Biblical verbs

10 Brought to Jesus 
(Mark 11:7)

11 Chemical suffixes
16 Philistine god 

(Judg. 16:23)
17 “shall not — into 

my rest” (Heb. 3)
20 Lards
21 Location of Enhakkore 

(Judg. 15:19)
22 Diva’s forte
24 Curves
26 Row
27 Head covering
28 Caama
29 Wagers
31 Slain (1 Chron. 7:21)
32 Country in Africa
36 Lifeless
37 Instant
38 Town (Josh. 19:26)
39 Lavish fondness
40 Russian czar
42 Man (Neh. 10:16)
44 Observe
45 Mountain on Crete
46 Mineral or olive
47 Profit

C M L S X O Z

SXCS BOM NXEQJL KOHOMS

Today’s cryptoverse clue: L equals D

To change or correct 
your address

Attach in this spac your address 
label found on the frc at page of your 
latest copy of the BAPTIST AND 
REFLECTOR. Please give your new 
address below—including your zip 
code.JVhen changing address, please 
give two weeks notice. Please write, 
do not call address changes to insure 
accuracy.

All correspondence relating 
to your subscription
should be accompanied by our address 
label. If you are receiving duplicate 
copies, please send both labels.

Address all requests to:

BAPTIST AND REFLECTOR
Post Office Box 347

Brentwood, Tennessee 37027

Name __________________________
Please Print

Address _______________________

City ____________________________

State Zip Code

The Church 
Records 

Management 
System^..

Complete 
accounting/ 

, record keeping 
system for your 
church in the 

areas of:
1. Membership
2. Contributions
3. Expenses
4. Budgets

,INC.
4731 TROUSDALE DRIVE 

NASHVILLE, TN 37220-(615)832-0936

Consulting, System Design, 
Programming

O C I X O L

By Herschel H. Hobbs
"Now we command you, brethren, in the 

name of the Lord Jesus Christ, that ye 
withdraw yourselves from every brother that 
walketh disorderly, and not after the tradition 
which he received from us.” 2 Thessalonians 
3:6

In 2 Thessalonians 3:6-15 Paul deals with 
practical problems growing out of the 
understanding of some that the Lord’s return 
would be in the near future. There is nothing 
wrong with such an expectation. For Jesus 
Himself taught that we should live in momen
tary expectancy of the event. But such should 
not be abused.

So in the “name,” or authority of the Lord 
Jesus Christ, he commands that his readers 
“withdraw yourselves from every brother 
(Christian) that walketh disorderly, and not 
after the tradition which he received of us.” 
“Withdraw” means to separate yourself 
from. “Walketh” refers to manner of life. 
“Disorderly” was a military term for walking 
out of ranks. We would say out of step with 
others.

In this case the problem was that some had 
quit working, since they thought the Lord’s 
return was near. There have been times in 
Christian history when groups of Christians 
have disposed of all earthly possessions for 
the same reason.

But Paul cited his example of earning his 
own living as he preached in Thessalonica 
(vv. 7-9). These who were out of step were 
sponging on their fellow-Christians. Paul 
repeats what he had said while with them. “If 
any man would not (does not will to) work, 
neither should he eat”-(v. 10). Christians who 
willfully live parasitic lives shame the name 
of Christ.

These idlers were also “busybodies.” This 
word renders a Greek word meaning working 
around. Instead of earning a living they were 
troublemakers in the church. Moffatt notes 
that it was pagan idlers who caused Paul his 
trouble in Thessalonica (Acts 17:5). Literally, 
verse 11b reads, “Doing nothing at all but do
ing around.” Robertson (Word Pictures) 
says, “These theological deadbeats were too 
pious to work, but perfectly willing to eat at 
the hands of their neighbours while they pid

PAICO
PROFESSIONAL AUDIO 

INSTALLATION COMPANY

rata
^MANAGEMENT

,vi(2onsultants

PERMANENT 
AND 

PORTABLE 
SOUND SYSTEMS 
FOR CHURCHES 

P.O. BOX 41

Martin, TN 38237 
Jackson, TN 
Memphis, TN 

901 587-5917 
901-668-3358 
901-386-1805

MICHAEL W. ABNEY, 
OWNER

dled and frittered away the time in idleness.” 
Paul’s words apply to such in any age.

“Now them that are such we command and 
exhort by our Lord Jesus Christ, that with 
quietness they work, and eat their own 
bread” (v. 12).
Devotional

Number one crippier
By Vicky Foote

What is the number one crippling illness to
day? Arthritis? Muscular Dystrophy? Wrong. 
The answer is a disease called “worry.” 
Worry is the number one crippier because it 
strikes everyone at one time or another. The 
effects of worry range from the victim’s 
inability to give his 
complete thought and 
energy to his daily 
tasks, to, in the most 
severe cases, a nerv
ous breakdown.

Worry is no 
respecter of persons. 
It hits the poor and the 
wealthy, the educated 
and the uneducated. 
Age is no factor. When 
my daughter was in 
the second grade, she began to pretend to be 
sick so that she could stay home from school. 
If this failed, she would cry and beg to stay 
home. We were puzzled because she had loved 
school the year before. Finally, we were able 
to get at the source of her anxiety. She 
thought her teacher was going to spank her if 
she missed a word in reading class! In reali
ty, the teacher had never threatened to do 
that. Our daughter had misunderstood. The 
misunderstanding was quickly cleared up, 
and our daughter had a wonderful year.

Likewise, in many cases a person’s worry is 
completely unfounded, stemming from a 
misunderstanding of a situation which the 
mind blows out of perspective. Sometimes, 
however, there is a more legitimate cause for 
worry, as was the case when our daughter 
was seriously ill with spinal meningitis. My 
husband and I worried about the effects the 
illness might have upon our daughter. Our 
worries proved needless since she completely 
recovered.

What is the cure for worry? The Great 
Physician said this:

“Take no thought for the morrow; for the 
morrow shall take thought for the things of 
itself.” Matthew 6:34

We are not to borrow worries from tomor
row but simply to think of one day at a time. 
Then we are to “cast our cares upon the Lord, 
knowing that He cares for us.” (I Peter 5:7) 
Mrs. Foote is a member of First Baptist 
Church, Bemis, where she serves as acteen 
leader and teaches youth in church training.

Theater Seats for Sale 
First Baptist Church, Jefferson City, 
TN., has 79 theater seats for sale. 
Good condition. Call D.M. Bridges 
at the church. 615-475-3826.



January 23, 1980 Baptist and Reflector Page 9

Southern Baptist Convention Housing Request Form

June 10-12, 1980-St. Louis, Missouri
Use of Form

The following form has been designed for 
use by the St. Louis Convention and Visitors 
Bureau to be used by conventions being held 
in St. Louis. All individuals wishing to make 
hotel reservations for the Southern Baptist 
Convention must use this type of form. No 
phone reservations will be accepted by the St. 
Louis Housing Bureau.

While it may seem that the use of this form 
is inconvenient, it will assure all individuals 
an equal chance of securing their desired ac
commodations. It will also result in early con
firmations by the hotels.

NO CONVENTION SHUTTLE BUS SER
VICE IS PLANNED. Public transportation is 
available. There is plenty of parking at the 
Convention Center.
Who Should Use The Form

All individuals wishing hotel reservations 
should use this form.

Groups wishing ten (10) or more rooms 
must make these block reservations by con
tacting: GROUP RESERVATIONS, SBC Ex- 
ectuve Committee, 460 James Robertson 
Parkway, Nashville, Tennessee 37219, phone 
(615 ) 244-2355. The St. Louis Housing Bureau 
will not accept block reservations of nine 
rooms or less without individual names. This 

procedure is employed to assure that in
dividual messengers will have access to all 
hotels under the policies adopted by the 
Southern Baptist Convention.
How To Use The Form

PART I — Accurately fill in the requested 
information. The confirmation will be mailed 
to the person whose name appears in Part I.

PART II — From the accompanying map, 
select four hotels of your choice. Place the 
names of the hotel on the line in Part II, in the 
order of your preference. You must select 
four (4) hotels.

PART III — Fill in all information re
quested for the room you wish to reserve. If 
you need more than one room, use a second 

sheet. Photo copies of the form may be used. 
DETACH THE FORM AND MAIL IT TO:

SBC Housing Bureau
1375 North Highway Drive 
St. Louis, Missouri 63026

Further Information

If you have need for further information, 
contact: HOUSING INFORMATION, SBC 
Executive Committee, 460 James Robertson 
Parkway, Nashville, Tennessee 37219, phone 
(615) 244-2355.

ADDITIONAL FORMS ARE AVAILABLE 
FROM YOUR STATE OFFICE.

HOTEL LOCATION AND RATES
SOUTHERN BAPTIST CONVENTION

JUNE 10-12, 1980 ST. LOUIS, MO

MAIL TO

SBC
HOUSING BUREAU 

1375 NORTH HIGHWAY DRIVE 
ST. LOUIS, MISSOURI 63026

OFFICIAL HOUSING REQUEST FORM

• PLEASE READ CAREFULLY •
—PLEASE PRINT OR TYPE ALL ITEMS TO ASSURE ACCURACY.
—COMPLETE EACH PART BELOW IN DETAIL FOR CORRECT AND RAPID COMPUTER PROCESSING.
—SHOULD MORE THAN ONE (1) ROOM BE NEEDED, SUPPLEMENTAL ROOMS LIST MUST BE ATTACHED USING SAME 

FORMAT AS IN PART III.
—ALL CONFIRMATIONS WILL BE SENT TO INDIVIDUAL INDICATED IN PART I.

DOWNTOWN
If necessary, photo* 
copies of this form may 
be used to make 

additional reservations.

PART I
INSTRUCTIONS: Complete requested data using abbreviations as necessary.

(NAME OF PERSON REQUESTING ROOMS)

PART II 
INSTRUCTIONS: Select FOUR Hotel/Motels of your choice. No request will be processed without

FIRST CHOICE_______________________________________  
SECOND CHOICE_______________________________________
THIRD CHOICE _______________________________________  
FOURTH CHOICE_______________________________________

Must be received by 
Housing Bureau no 

later than May 9, 1980

FOUR choices.

PART III
INSTRUCTIONS: 1. PRINT OR TYPE names OF ALL PERSONS occupying each room.

2. SELECT TYPE ROOM DESIRED WITH ARRIVAL AND DEPARTURE DATES.
3. SUPPLEMENTAL LIST FOR ADDITIONAL ROOM MUST USE SAME FORMAT.
4. PRINT OR TYPE LAST NAME FIRST.

Guest Names (print last name first)

A. Convention Center and Pastors’ Conference
B. WMU Meeting 3

Mip 
No. Hotel Single Double Twin Triple Quad

1 Sheraton St. Louis $49 $59 $59
2 Bel Air Hllon $46-50 $54-58 $54-58 $4-9 $4-9
3 Holiday Inn-Riverfront $42-46 $50-54 $54
4 Stouffer's Riverfront $40-42 $50-52 $50-52 $60-62 $70-72
5 Marriott’s Pavilion $49 $59 $59 $63 $68
6 Mayfair Hotel $38 $46 $46 $54 $62
7 Lennox Hotel $26-28 $30-32 $32 $36 $40
8 Best Western-St Louisian $25 $33 $33 $38 $43
9 Holiday Inn-Downtown $35-42 $46 $46

10 Rodeway Inn-Downtown $35-44 $44 $44 $48 $52
11 Ramada Inn-Downtown $29.50 $35.50 $35.50 $41 $46.50
12 Bel Air West $34-38 $40-44 $40-44
13 Forest Park Hotel $35-40 $35-45 $35-45
14 Chase Park Plaza $40-50 $46-56 $46-56 $56-66 $66-76
15 Quality Inn-Forest Park $28-32 $32-38 $38
16 Holiday Inn-Clayton $32 $37 $37
17 Ramada Inn-Clayton $30 $42 $42 $42 $42
18 Clayton Inn $36-43 $44-51 $44-51 $4-4 $4-4
25 King’s Inn $32 $39 $39 $46 $53
26 Ramada Inn-Airport $36 $42 $42 $48 $54
27 Rodeway Inn-Airport $29 $34 $34 $39 $39
28 Muslal & Biggies Hilton $33 $41 $41
29 St. Louis Marriott $49 $54 $54 $57 $60

I 30 Holiday Inn-North $34 $42 $42 $46 $50
31 Executive Inn-International $27 $30-33 $33 $36 $39

1 35 Sheraton Airport $34-36 $38-40 $38-40 $42-44 $46-48
38 Sheraton West Port $38 $44 $44 $50 $56

2

Arrival Date

Arrival Time

Check type of room desired:

-----------Single (1 bd/1 pr)

-----------Double (1 bd/2 pr)

-----------Twin (2 bd/2 pr)

Departure Date

Triple (2 bd/3 pr)

______ Quad (2 bd/4 pr)

______ Other (specify)_______________________ -

IMPORTANT: No phone orders will be accepted. Hotel locations are shown on accompanying map. Make a photocopy ot your order for 
your files. Housing Bureau processes reservations in order of date received. Confirmations will come direct from your hotel. DO NOT 
SEND DEPOSITS WITH RESERVATIONS. II rooms are not available at hotels of your choice, comparable reservations will be made at 
another cooperating hotel. If rate requested is not available, next available rate will be assigned. Cancellations and" other changes 
must be made through the confirming hotel.

NOTE: PLEASE RECHECK ALL ITEMS FOR CORRECT INFORMATION
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Program revisions announced 
for Communications Congress

UNIFORM SERIES
Lesson for Sunday, January 27

Simon Peter
NASHVILLE—Benjamin L. Hooks, ex

ecutive director of the National Association 
for the Advancement of Colored People, will 
deliver the keynote address to 1,000 delegates 
attending the 1980 Religious Communications 
Congress to be held May 12-16 in Nashville.

Hooks, NAACP executive director since 
August 1977, is an ordained Baptist minister 
and member of the American Bar Associa
tion. While living in Memphis, Hooks served a 
local Baptist church, was co-founder and 
vice-president of the Mutual Federal Savings

Howto 
Teach 
the Bible
“Teaching is a craft It can be 
learned, practiced, and cultivated 
like any other high-level skill. ” 
Lucien E. Coleman

How to Teach the Bible is a highly 
readable guide for lay Bible teachers 
to learn how to study, plan, and 
motivate in the teaching/leaming 
experience. It offers solid under
standing of the basic principles of 
teaching and innovative ways of 
successfully using them. $$ gtj

Lucien E. Coleman, Jr. is professor 
of religious education, Southern 
Baptist Theological Seminary, 
Louisville, Kentucky.

At your Baptist Book Store

rmROADMANS3O

Opening Soon...

BELMONT PLAZA
Active Retirement Living 

In a Christian Environment

• Comfortable apartments
• Kitchenettes
• Meals and utilities pro

vided
• Housekeeping and 

maintenance
• Planned activities
• Medical assistance
• Many other features
• Adjacent to Belmont Col

lege

NOW ACCEPTING RENTAL APPLICATIONS

and Loan Association, was an assistant public 
defender, and was the first black judge in the 
Shelby County Criminal Court. He was 
nominated to be the first black Federal Com
munications Commissioner in history.

As a communications practitioner, Hooks 
was producer of his own weekly television 
series, “Conversations in Black and White,” 
co-produced another “Forty Percent 
Speaks,” and has been a consistent panelist 
on “What is Your Faith.”

According to Curtis Chambers, general 
chairman, the theme for the Congress is 
“Analysis of Ethics in Communication.” 
More than 1,000 Catholic, Protestant, Or
thodox, and Jewish communicators are ex
pected to attend the once-in-a-decade event. 
The 1970 Congress met in Chicago.

If all goes well, on Friday, May 16, there 
will be a satellite communication with Pope 
John Paul II speaking from Rome and a 
luncheon address by President Jimmy 
Carter. Final commitments from the Pope 
and the President have not been received, 
Chambers said, but “strong contacts have 
continued over the past year and things look 
very favorable.”

Another program highlight will be a panel 
discussion on “Ethics in Communication” by 
Max Robinson of the American Broadcasting 
Company, Paul Duke of Public Broadcasting, 
Wesley Pippert of United Press International 
White House staff, and Majorie Hyer of The 
Washington Post.

Other program features will include an 
opening address by Harvey Cox, of Harvard 
Divinity School, and a closing summary 
presentation by Martin Marty of University of 
Chicago Divinity School. There will be a 
“cafeteria” of 20 seminars on Religious Com
munications in the 1980’s, a contemporary 
music festival, and a performance of 16th cen
tury “Miracle Plays,” Chambers added.

A number of religious communications 
organizations will hold their 1980 meetings in 
conjunction with the congress, including the 
Baptist Public Relations Association.

A producers’ showcase and an international 
film festival will also be scheduled during the 
five-day event. Exhibits of new communica
tions technology and resources will be in
cluded.

Chambers said more than 200 leaders from 
the sponsoring groups are now serving on 
planning committees. The congress will be 
held at the Opryland Hotel in Nashville and 
will tie in to the city’s Bi-Centennial Celebra
tion which will be going on during 1980, he 
added.

Congress coordinator is Wilmer C. Fields, 
director of public relations, Southern Baptist 
Convention.

Please send me more informa
tion about Belmont Plaza.

Name_______________________
Address_____________________

Phone _______________________

BELMONT PLAZA
1710 Magnolia Blvd.
Nashville, TN 37212

(615) 298-3313

by Hyran E. Barefoot, academic dean 
Union University, Jackson

Basic Passage: John 13:36-38; 18:15-18, 25-27; 21:15-22
Focal Passage: John 13:36-38; 18:25-27; 21:15-19.

> i

Barefoot

The Bible does not present its major 
characters in merely idealized terms, but it 
openly and honestly presents them “warts 
and all.” Human beings are imperfect and 
beset with frailty, weakness, and error.

This is true not only of non-Biblical 
characters but also of 
the Biblical charac
ters whom God called 
and used in His ser
vice. The Bible clearly 
presents the shortcom
ings of Abraham, 
Moses, David, Paul, 
and others. It does this 
not in order to com
mend or condone these 
shortcomings, but 
because it honestly 
presents men as they are — as those who have 
“this treasure in earthen vessels.”

Simon Peter is one of the leading 
characters of the New Testament and the 
best-known disciple of Jesus, but this does not 
keep his frailty from showing through in the 
gospel account. Both the greatness and the 
weakness of this outstanding human figure 
are reflected in the Biblical account. This is a 
clear indication that one does not have to be 
perfect to be used of God; although if he is 
used, he must be committed to perfection.

This lesson is not a full character study of 
Simon Peter. He is far too complex a person 
for that in so brief an effort, and much more 
Biblical material would be demanded. These 
are merely glimpses of the man and of 
Christ’s dealing with him even in his short
comings and thus illustrate that we, too, even 
with our weakness and failures, may be used 
in God’s redemptive mission.

Impetuous, Loyal Boast (13:36-38)
With chapter 12 the “book of the signs” is 

concluded in John’s Gospel, and the “book of 
the passion” begins. But there are signs in 
John’s Gdspel other than the special 
miraculous ones, like the cleansing of the 
temple and the triumphal entry; and these 
bear profound significance.

In that sense the washing of the disciples’ 
feet is a sign which foreshadows the cross 
itself. It was against the backdrop of that 
event that Jesus spoke of His glorification in 
death and His going where the disciples could 
not come. It was a spiritual journey—a 
journey to the Father via the cross—of which 
Jesus had spoken, but Peter did not under
stand as his puzzled question indicated (v.36). 
Jesus’ reply indicated that Peter could not 
follow Him now (share His cross), but that 
later he would follow Him (hinting at his 
future martyrdom, John 21:19).
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Peter ignored the future opportunities, and 
in impatience and zeal to do something now 
offered to lay down his life for his Master. It 
was a loyal, impetuous commitment from a 
zealous, good-intentioned disciple; but he 
lacked the spiritual bravery and stamina to 
carry it out. Jesus replied that Peter would 
not last until the next morning (“cockcrow” 
was the name given to the third watch of the 
night—12:00-3:00 a.m.). The irony was that it 
was not Peter who would lay down his life for 
Christ, but Christ who laid down His life for 
Peter.

Disappointing Denial (18:25-27)
The second glimpse of Peter is provided on 

the same evening as the washing of the 
disciples’ feet. But it fails to present Peter as 
a very staunch “rock” and contrasts with the 
earlier boast of the same evening.

Jesus had been taken captive by Jewish 
authorities and escorted to the residence of 
the high priest. Peter was apparently in no 
physical danger at this point as is indicated 
by the free and unhindered access to the court 
(18:15-16).

What the hour demanded was moral 
courage rather than mere physical courage. 
Peter possessed physical courage; the scene 
in the garden showed that (18:10). But he did 
not have moral courage to speak up and stand 
with Jesus who was now a prisoner. This is in
dicated by his threefold denial. The crowing 
of the cock may be thought of literally or the 
sounding of the bugle to mark the third watch 
of the night, but in either case it represents 
the fulfillment of the prophecy of Jesus.

Restoration to Service (21:15-19)
The third scene is a post-resurrection one 

which is set beside the Sea of Galilee after a 
record catch of fish. It obviously looks back to 
the former scene of the threefold denial by 
Peter. Jesus’ challenge to Peter is not merely 
a humiliating reminder of his former denial in 
order to bring guilt or punishment, but its pur
pose is to serve as the reinstatement of Peter 
to Christian service. Jesus is not interested in 
Peter cringing in guilt but in teaching him 
that an unfaithful disciple can be forgiven and 
restored to useful and trusted service. He is 
concerned to teach Peter that discipleship is 
not measured by confession but by dedicated 
service—“Feed my lambs,” “Tend my 
sheep,” “Feed my sheep” (probably no 
distinction in meaning between these forms). 
He is concerned to lead him to new depths of 
love. (There is a distinction in the word for 
love which Jesus used and which Peter used, 
and the word Jesus used definitely called for 
higher spiritual devotion.) Finally, Jesus 
taught Peter that discipleship is a steward
ship whose responsibilities cannot be escaped 
but must be carried out even if it meant death 
in the same manner that Jesus Himself ex
perienced.
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life and work series
Lesson for Sunday, January 27

Giving Himself for us
By John Lee Taylor, pastor 

West Jackson Baptist Church, Jackson 
Scripture Passages: John 1:29; Mark 10:42-45; Mark 15:25-32

The ageless legend of the response of 
Barabbas to the death of Jesus brings into 
sharp focus our study today.

Barabbas left the place of his imprisonment 
on that crucifixion day. As the sun cast 
its eastern glow over 
the city, it shone in 
spotlighted brightness 
on Golgotha. There, 
blazing before the eyes 
of Barabbas, was the 
silhouette of three men 
dying on three crosses.

The stark realism of 
what was happening 
flooded his mind. In
stead of his dying on 
the center cross,an
other man was hanging there. His name was 
Jesus. His inscription on the cross was writ
ten in three languages. It said, “King of the 
Jews.” He remembered someone in the 
Jerusalem Passover crowd mentioning that 
name—Jesus. They had said that some called 
Him “Master,” “Son of God,” “Messiah,” 
“Lord,” and “The Lamb of God.” He usually 
called Himself “The Son of Man.”

As Barabbas stumbled along the narrow 
Jerusalem street, he talked to himself. 
Repeatedly, he exclaimed, “He took my 
place! He took my place! He took my place!”

A legend? Perhaps, but the truth is crystal 
clear. Jesus, the Lamb of God, gave Himself 
at Calvary for us all. He was sinless dying for 
the sinful, the perfect dying for the imperfect.

The world, like Humpty Dumpty, had had a 
great fall and all the King’s horses, in 
whatever form they took could not put it 
together again. As the Lamb of God giving 
Himself for us, He puts the pieces of our frac
tured brokenness into wholeness once more.

The lesson today revolves around three 
words: the Lamb, the Ransom, and the Cross.

The Lamb — John 1:29.
A group from the Jerusalem Pharisees had 

come out to the River Jordan to interview 
John the Baptist. They were concerned about 
who he was and what he was teaching. He 
revealed that he was not the Christ, or Elijah, 
or the prophet (Deut. 18:15, 18). He said, “I 
am only a voice” (Isaiah 40:13).

The very next day John saw Jesus coming 
toward him, and said, “Look at what I am 
able to see. Here He is who is the Lamb of God 
which takes away the sin of the world.” He re
affirms this identification of Jesus as the 
Lamb of God in John 1:35: “Again on the mor
row John was standing, and two of his 
disciples; and looking up on Jesus as He walk
ed John said, Behold, the Lamb of God! ” The 
word translated “taketh away” is a word 
which means not only “to bear” but “to bear 
away.” It is the complete removal of sin with 
its accompanying sin of guilt, shame, and 
penalty. John is describing at that time the 
future work of Christ in the present tense as 
he does in I John 1:7 in a discussion of the 
blood of Christ.

Many interpreters designate the motif of 
the Lamb as the central theme of this gospel. 
The identification of Jesus as the Lamb is a 
link between the teachings of the Old Testa
ment of the person and purpose of the Lamb 
and the continuing revelation of this meaning 
of Jesus in the remainder of the New Testa
ment.

John casts Jesus, the Lamb, against the 
background of their understanding of the 
Passover Lamb of Exodus 12, and the Suffer
ing Servant Lamb of Isaiah 53.

Further study of the scriptural teaching of 
the Lamb of God may be found in such 
references as: Acts 8:32-35; I Cor. 5:7-8, I 
Peter 1:19; I John 1:7, 9; 2:2; 3:5; Revelation 
5:6, 12; 7:14, 17; 17:14; 21:1-22:5.

The Ransom—Mark 10:42-45.
Jesus is near the end of His earthly 

ministry. Jesus and His disciples are enroute 
to Jerusalem (Mk. 10:32). James and John 

approach Him with their request to be permit
ted to sit in places of great honor in His 
Kingdom. When the ten hear of this request, 
anger and resentment erupt toward these two 
brothers. Jesus steps into this verbal fracas 
with His teaching about where true greatness 
rests. He says, “whosoever will be great 
among you shall be your minister” (Mk. 
10:43). Greatness in His Kingdom is evidenc
ed by devoted and sacrificial service. He cites 
His concept of servanthood by stating: “For 
even the Son of Man came not to be 
ministered unto, but to minister. . (Mk. 
10:45).

When Jesus said He had come “to give His 
life a ransom for many” (Mk. 10:45), He ar
ticulated His willingness to give Himself for 
us. The word, ransom, is found only twice in 
the Gospels, in this reference and in Matthew 
20:28. Ransom refers to the price necessary 
to gain the freedom of a slave. The major 
thrust of its meaning is on the one being made 
free, not on the one to whom the ransom is be
ing paid. The classical meaning of ransom is 
“the price of release.”

Paul said in I Cor 6:19-20, “Know ye not. . 
.that ye are not your own? For ye are bought 
with a price.” In Gal. 3:13, he states “Christ 
has redeemed us from the curse of the law,” 
and in Gal. 5:1, “For freedom did Christ set 
us free.”

Barclay states in New Testament Words, 
“Nowhere in the New Testament is there any 
word of to whom that price was paid. . . All 
that we can say is this—it cost the life and 
death of Christ to liberate man from the past, 
the present and the future power of sin. 
Beyond that, we cannot go, but although 
thought may be baffled, experience shows 
that it cost the life of Jesus Christ to bring us 
home to God.”

The Cross—Mark 15:25-32.
The Persians were the initiators of execu

tion by crucifixion. The Romans refined its 
horrible cruelities in employing it as a means 
of killing the condemned. Mark was aware 
that those who read in his day “and they 
crucified him” would understand the pain, 
the humiliation, and the lonliness of such a 
death. Do we? We want the cross of Jesus to 
stay “on a hill far away.” For many of us, we 
want that experience of Jesus to be as far 
away as possible.

The death of Jesus as the suffering, 
sacrificial Lamb will not stay bound in the 
history of yesterday. Bursting the bonds of 
the past, it confronts us today. We see mir
rored in the reflection of the faces around it 
the same kinds of attitudes prevalent among 
us: arrogance, selfishness, curiosity, disdain, 
rejection, love, devotion, dedication.

Jesus’ death at Calvary underscores in red 
how very much He was “a man for others.” 
He calls us to a like willingness, for having 
given Himself for us, He leads us to give 
ourselves in service to others.
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Volunteer assesses need for lab; 
overcomes obstacles to set one up

BAN LAEM, Thailand (BP)—Some people 
say that necessity is the mother of invention. 
But Daniel E. Thor learned that having 
friends in the right places and being able to 
scrounge doesn’t hurt either.

Thor, a San Antonio, Texas, physician 
working as a medical volunteer in Thailand, 
recognized a need for a laboratory when he 
discovered some of his Cambodian refugee 
patients had hemoglobin counts of just barely 
over two grams (12 to 14 is normal).

He and the medical team—the first Baptist 
volunteer medical group to work with the re
cent flow of Cambodian refugees—had not 
brought materials with them to set up a lab. 
But Thor soon learned that missionaries often 
have friends in just the right places.

Missionary Daniel R. Cobb, who has 
worked in refugee relief since 1975, knew Mrs. 
Morton Abramowitz, wife of the American 
ambassador to Thailand, who is actively in
volved in refugee work. She invited Thor to 
share his ideas about a blood lab and bank at 
a meeting of representatives from various 
volunteer agencies working with refugees.

A Baptist woman from Australia, who was 
representing several agencies and had a 
sizable amount of money to donate, thought 
the blood bank sounded like a good way to use 
the money.

Now a mobile unit goes to various em
bassies, business and professional com
munities and to several churches to collect 
blood. Also, any reporters or visitors who 
come through the camps are asked to donate 
blood.

Gathering equipment for the laboratory 
was a bit more difficult. But Thor soon had a 
microscope from Cobb, test tubes from the 
Norwegian Red Cross and various other items 
from a doctor at the American Embassy, the 
Thai Red Cross, the International Red Cross 
and the World Health Organization
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Putting everything together, Thor came up 
with a lab that can type and cross match 
blood, do white blood counts, hemoglobins, 
urinalyses and tests for malaria. Some of the 
Cambodian refugees had been swelling up 
and dying, for no known reason, according to 
Cobb. He and other refugee workers hope the 
lab will be able to offer some clue to help pre
vent other deaths.

Late Having Your 
Associational Annuals 

Published?

If your Association is in need of a 
publisher for your Associational An
nuals please contact The Missouri 
Baptist Press

Our prices are fair and our product is 
Superior

We welcome any book, brochure, or 
tract printing

Missouri Baptist Press
Missouri Baptist Convention 

Jefferson City, MO 65101

314-635-7931

THE BEST 
BECAUSE WE CARE!



Baptist and Reflector January 23, 1980
Pag* 12

Three victims of alcoholism
wonder what might have been

By Rex Hammock
INDIANAPOLIS, Ind. (BP)—“I know how 

good I was. I just wish I could see how good I 
could have been.”

A former U.S. senator and an Episcopal 
clergyman share that sentiment of Don 
Newcombe, one of baseball’s all-time greats. 
All three, victims of alcoholism, discussed 
their bouts with the disease during a recent 
national conference of religious leaders on 
abuse of alcohol and other drugs.

Harold Hughes, former senator from Iowa,

BACKPACKING BENJAMIN — With 
year-old son Benjamin on his back, 
church planter Clark Llewellyn sets 
out to visit some residents of Wood- 
son, III.

Census-taking pastor 
knows his numbers

By Bob Hastings
WOODSON, Ill. (BP)—The town of Wood- 

son has exactly 212 houses and mobile homes. 
And the exact population is 575.

You can depend on it, for Clark Llewellyn 
has counted them! And he should know how. 
He worked six months as a field operations 
assistant for the U.S. Census Bureau, getting 
ready for the 1980 census.

But his work in Woodson was as a “church 
planter,” not a census taker. A church planter 
is someone who starts new churches. Wood- 
son simply used the know-how Uncle Sam 
taught him to locate people for the Lord.

Llewellyn came to Illinois as a church 
planter in the fall of 1979, and immediately 
grabbed headlines by helping start the 3,000th 
Southern Baptist Sunday School in the nation 
during the preceding 3-year period.

It was begun in a converted laundromat in 
Woodson where there had been no Baptist 
church of any kind.

“My first step was to knock on every door in 
Woodson,” he said, “and I finished the job in 
nine weeks. I made my own map, and did my 
own survey. I wanted to get acquainted, to 
know everyone, and for everyone to know me. 
I call myself the town’s pastor. However, I 
don’t draw people from other churches. In 
fact, attendance at the other two churches in 
Woodson has increased since I started going 
door-to-door.”

The training Llewellyn got with the U.S. 
Census Bureau is what gave him a head-start. 
“They taught me two basic principles—be 
systematic, and always work to the right,” he 
explained. “By walking to the right, you are 
less likely to miss trailers, garage apart
ments, and the like in the back.”

Llewellyn said he uses the same tactic as a 
pastor of an established church.

“First thing I’d do is draw a circle around 
the church, and go door-to-door to at least the 
200 nearest houses and introduce myself,” he 
said. “My aim would be to meet people, to 
learn their needs and interests, and to give 
them a copy of Luke-Acts, the same as I do 
here in Woodson.”

and David A. Works, an Episcopal clergyman 
in Boston, Mass., joined Newcombe, a pitch
ing great with the old Brooklyn Dodgers, in 
discussing their present efforts to help others 
face similar problems with alcohol.

Newcombe started his professional baseball 
career full force. In his first season with the 
Dodgers in 1949, he won 17 games and cap
tured the National League Rookie of the Year 
honors. During a 10-year career, he earned 
both the National League’s Most Valuable 
Player Award and the Cy Young Award.

But he recalls his baseball career with 
regrets.

“I should have been able to play another 
five or six years,” he explained, blaming an 
excessive use of alcohol for cutting his career 
short.

“I just wish that I could see how good I 
could have been without using alcohol.”

Newcombe stopped drinking 13 years ago— 
“When I discovered that my wife was going to 
divorce me because of my drinking.”

He explained that this was when he first 
discovered how serious an alcohol problem he 
had. “We (alcoholics) are the last to know 
that we have a problem,” he said, shaking his 
head.

Newcombe credits his wife’s religious con
victions with helping him to overcome 
alcoholism. The experience, he said, “con
vinced him to believe in the power of prayer.”

“I don’t know where Don Newcombe would 
be today if God had not come into my life,” 
said Newcombe, now an active church 
member in the Garden Grove Community 
Church in California.

Active in several programs aimed at help
ing young people understand the “use and 
non-use” of alcohol, Newcombe explained 
that he is constantly being challenged to get 
young people to understand the problems 
associated with alcohol—problems, he ex
plained, “which supersede our imagination.”

Hughes took his last drink 26 years ago.
“I’m not a ‘recovering’ alcoholic,” Hughes 

explained, referring to the way most 
alcoholics who have stopped drinking, in
cluding David Works, describe themselves. 
“I am ‘recovered’,” he declared. “I believe 
men and women can get well,” he said. “I 
know I am well.”

Hughes admits, however, that if he drinks 
again, “I will reinflict myself.”

He knows this for a fact.
Two years before he started his road to 

• recovery, Hughes stopped drinking for the 
first time. “I took the great experiment (tried 
to drink moderately) and found myself in a 
jail in Florida.”

Things got so bad, he recalled, “that my 
wife tried to have me committed to a mental 
institution.”

At the end of his rope, Hughes loaded a gun 
and was prepared to commit suicide.

But Hughes, brought up in a “strict 
Methodist home,” recalled that he decided to 
pray. “I cried out in agony, ‘God help me, I 
can’t help myself’.”

Something happened, he explained. “A 
great peace settled over me. I had never 
heard of being ‘born again,’ but I knew the 
Lord was,touching me.”

After success in business, Hughes later 
became director of the Iowa Department of 
Commerce and then served as governor of the 
state for three terms before his election to the 
U.S. Senate.

“I didn’t seek reelection (to the Senate),” 
he explained, “because I wanted to devote 
myself fulltime to the lay ministry.”

Now living in Maryland, Hughes is active in 
the Assisi Foundation. “I do a lot of speaking 
and am very active in several organizations 
concerned with alcohol.”

Works, president of the North Conway In
stitute, an interfaith association for alcohol 
education in Boston, attended his first 
Alcoholics Anonymous (AA) meeting while a 
student at the Virginia Theological Seminary. 
“For 34 years of my life, I’ve made a daily 
responsible decision not to use alcohol.”

He says many people helped him recover

WHAT MIGHT HAVE BEEN — Former 
National League baseball star, Don 
Newcombe of the old Brooklyn 
Dodgers, tells religious leaders at a 
conference on abuse of alcohol and 
other drugs how drinking shortened 
his career.

from being the “town drunk”—the family, the 
church, the college and university world, doc
tors, friends, colleagues, and critics.

Works, who celebrated his 59th birthday on 
Thanksgiving Day, said he now “feels com
pelled to witness to my profound thanks for 
my own recovery from the disease of 
alcoholism.”

Son Antonio mission grows so fast 
it hasn't found time to constitute

SAN ANTONIO, Tex. (BP)—Crossroads 
Baptist Church, San Antonio, could well be 
the fastest growing mission in the Southern 
Baptist Convention.

The 21£ year-old congregation has 330 
members but has been growing so fast it 
hasn’t found time to constitute into a church. 
On Easter Sunday, 1977, several “seed 
families” from University Park Baptist 
Church of San Antonio led services in a school 
cafeteria.

Within a few months, 50 members called a 
leading San Antonio basketball coach, Jimmy 
Towers, as pastor. He made headlines when 
he announced that God was leading him to 
become a full-time pastor just at the peak of 
his 12-year career as a high school basketball 
coach.

His Memorial High School team had a 21-7 
record and was challenging for the San An
tonio area championship with almost the en
tire team to return the next year.

“It would be hard for a person not actively 
involved in church work to understand my 
decision,” Towers told shocked reporters. “In 
Christianity a person puts himself in a posi
tion of being totally submissive to the will of 
God.”

Towers says the main “secret” of the 
church’s growth is in the quality and quantity 
of visitation. About 30-40 members turn out 
each week to contact prospects including 
visitors to the services.

There’s also Sunday School outreach and in
reach visitation and weekly contacts by 
deacons with each of the families assigned to 
them through the family ministry plan.

Within a three-mile radius of the church, 
the population has grown in four years from 
200 to 10,000 people. School census projects in
dicate there will be 50,000 people by 1985.

But it’s more than a population boom that’s 
made Crossroads grow. Of the 224 additions 
during the past church year, 64 were by bap
tism and in some cases included entire 
families.

Towers said he started out “being numbers 
conscious” but he stopped. “The growth has 
been so great it doesn’t leave any doubt as to 
who’s in charge,” he said. “The centrality of 
the whole experience has been the unques
tionable leadership of the Holy Spirit.”

Southern seminary 
gets two big gifts

LOUISVILLE, Ky. (BP)—Two persons 
have each pledged $500,000 gifts to endow pro
fessorships at the Southern Baptist 
Theological Seminary here.

John W. McCall Jr., a Memphis physician, 
will endow a professorship of prayer and per
sonal devotion, and C.F. “Lynn” Barry Jr., a 
North Carolina radio executive, will endow a 
chair of Christian communications.

The chair of prayer and personal devotion 
will be established by a memorial gift to 
honor McCall’s late wife, Ellen Edens Mc
Call, who died last year of cancer. A substan
tial portion of the funding for the chair will be 
provided by the sale of property from her 
estate.

McCall is a brother of Southern Seminary 
President Duke McCall. Mrs. McCall, a sister 
of Baptist educator David Edens, was na
tional Mother of the Year in 1977.

The Ellen Edens McCall professorship will 
focus on individual and corporate prayer as a 
vital force in the Christian experience. It will 
train new ministers to help their congrega
tions develop deeper spiritual lives through 
exposure to the classics of Christian devotion 
and the discipline of daily prayer and Bible 
study.

The chair of Christian communications, to 
be established with an estate gift, will be 
named for Barry’s father, Charles Franklynn 
Barry of Jacksonville, Fla., retired Sunday 
School secretary for the Florida Baptist Con
vention. Both Barrys are graduates of 
Southern Seminary.

The church is beginning construction on its 
second building, a 2,500-square-foot education 
building to house the children and youth. The 
facility will also include a 24-hour prayer 
chapel in conjunction with the practice of 
church members to have someone there pray
ing at all hours.

As soon as the new building is finished, 
plans calls for constructing an 11,000-square- 
foot activities building that will be temporari
ly used for worship and education until the 
church can build a 2,000-seat sanctuary.

As to when that happens, Towers says simp
ly, “We don’t know the Lord’s timetable. 
We’ve underestimated all the way.”

HISTORICALLY
FROM THE FILES

50 YEARS AGO
Lockeland Baptist Church, Nashville, 

laid the cornerstone for its new 
auditorium to be built in front of the 
educational building. J. C. Miles was 
pastor.

First Baptist Church, Etowah was 
dedicated. Pastor A. F. Mahan preach
ed the dedicatory sermon. The church 
was organized in 1907.

25 YEARS AGO
Tom Madden resigned as pastor of 

Greenbrier Baptist Church, Green
brier, to become pastor of First Baptist 
Church, Tullahoma.

Wendall W. Price resigned as pastor 
of Third Baptist Church, Murfreesboro, 
to become pastor of First Baptist 
Church, Crossville.

10 YEARS AGO
Bill Henry Jr. was named director of 

Baptist student work at Peabody Col
lege, Nashville.


