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last week. Every seat was taken during several sessions, with 
people standing along the walls and others gathering in the 
chapel to watch the conference on video units.

A PACKED HOUSE — About 2,700 Tennessee Baptists 
overflowed the auditorium of Nashville's Belmont Heights 
Baptist Church for the annual state Evangelism Conference

'Listen to cries in the streets/ 
Allen tells Evangelism Conference

There is a cry coming from out in the street.
“Can you help me?”
Jimmy Allen has heard the cries in the 

streets around the world as he has travelled to 
various countries in behalf of Southern Bap
tists.

Last week, Allen, immediate past president 
of the Southern Baptist Convention, asked 
Tennessee Baptists if they are willing to 
answer the cries. Joined by several 
denominational leaders and well known 
pastors, Allen portrayed the plight of spiritual 
and physical hunger to attenders at the 1980 
State Evangelism Conference in Nashville.

As former pastor of First Baptist Church in 
San Antonio and now as president of the SBC 
Radio and Television Commission, Allen 
defined the evident hunger which he has seen. 
“When physical hunger or hurt comes to a 
people, those people then cry out to God,” he 
explained. “The hunger is bein| registered 
now. There is a cry from the streets.”

The 2,700-plus persons overflowing the 
auditorium of Belmont Heights Baptist 
Church, learned from Allen and others that 
vacuums are created when cries are not 
answered with the gospel. “The vacuums that 
we have left by not carrying the gospel 
around the world will be filled by a militant 
religion of some kind,” he warned. “We have 
left those vacuums empty for too long. We 
think we have done well, but we have done 
just well enough to put ourselves to sleep!”

Effecting an eternal answer to the “cries 
from the street,” Allen said, “When we act as 
if there is a living God among us, we will win 
the world to Christ. When that spirit comes, it 
will melt all skepticism. Then you will see 
that what you thought was impossible is hap
pening right before your eyes. The cynical 
cries, the angry cries, the bold cries, and the 
timid cries will have received their answer.”

James Smith, executive director of the SBC 
Brotherhood Commission since September, 
said Baptists have always carried the gospel, 
but have never assumed responsibility for the 
whole world such as the current Bold Mission 

Thrust goal entails.
He insisted the 1980s will be the decade in 

which lay persons must carry the gospel to 
the world. “In the coming years, you will see 
it becoming impossible to send missionaries 
per se into many countries. But we will be 
able to send laymen who are engineers, 
educators, or doctors. These ‘missionaries’ 
will be taking the salvation message,” Smith 
said.

He pointed out, however, that many 
churches and Christians lack the motivation 
to enlist men to go.

It is the pastor’s job, according to Jim 
Henry, to serve as an example of faith and 
obedience before his church. “Pastors must 
lead through practice and through preaching 
if the church is to obey the command of Jesus 
to go into all the world,” the Orlando, Fla. 
pastor feels. He said pastors must be willing 

Jimmy Allen

to take risks, be willing to fail, and be willing 
to exchange the present for the future to get 
the Word out. He reminded them that in 
spiritual warfare which discourages and 
makes one weary, God is ever present to 
bring comfort and strength. Henry is former 
pastor of Two Rivers Baptist Church in 
Nashville.

Detriments to effective evangelism were 
explored by Tennesseans Tom Madden, Bill 
Sherman, Charles Sullivan, Benny Jackson, 
and Grady Cothen.

Madden, TBC executive secretary
treasurer, told the.listeners not to drift away 
from Christ, not to take Christ for granted, 
and to return to Him with a renewed commit
ment to be faithful to their first calling.

“What has a hold of your soul?,” asked 
Sherman, pastor of Woodmont Baptist

(Continued on Page 2)

Jimmy Allen recounts Iran trip, 
requests prayers for hostages 
Jimmy Allen, speaking to the State Evangelism Conference in Nashville last week, 

told Baptists that his recent trip to Iran left him with a sense of hope regarding the 
release of 50 American citizens held hostage in that country since Nov. 4.

The former Southern Baptist Convention president visited Iran in late December at 
the request of President Carter. He was one of the last Americans to speak with 
Ayatollah Khomeini, the Islamic leader of Iran. Allen also participated in six hours of 
dialogue with the militant students who are holding the Americans hostage.

“I am convinced that the spirit of God led us to make this trip,” Allen said. ‘‘We need 
to pray for the hostages. I can just say to you I know God led me there.” He then related 
meeting one official, an Islamic Iranian, who had been stationed in San Antonio, had 
visited in First Baptist Church when Allen was pastor there, and remembered the former 
pastor.

Allen pointed out that the language of the militant students reflected “when and 
how” the hostages would be released, rathern than “if” they would be released. He also 
said none of the students attempted to defend the legality of their act.

“The Iranians do not understand the depth of the anger felt in America,” Allen said. 
“On the other hand, they think that we do not understand the depth of their anger in rela
tion to their life under the regime of the shah of Iran.”

During the evangelism conference, Allen flew to Washington, D.C. to meet with 
Carter, He returned in time to speak to attenders at the Tuesday night session.

Plaza sale 
delayed

The sale of Belmont Plaza, 123-unit apart
ment facility for senior adults, to Belmont 
Plaza Inc. is progressing, but not as fast as 
hoped, the group to handle the transfer was 
told Jan. 22. The target date for closing the 
sale had been tentatively set for Feb. 1.

According to action by the Executive Board 
on Sept. 11, this group is composed of the TBC 
president (William Palmer of Morristown); 
the Executive Board president (Earl Wilson 
of Knoxville); Executive Secretary Tom 
Madden; and others they might enlist. Bill 
Coles of Nashville, chairman of the Belmont 
Plaza Committee, was added to the group.

Herb McCarthy, president of Belmont 
Plaza Inc., said that the feasibility study, 
which will be a part of the prospectus for the 
new bond issue, had been delayed, but was to 
have been received last week. The new bonds 
will be issued by the Health and Education 
Facilities Board of Metropolitan Nashville 
and Davidson County through Equitable 
Securities Corp.

Another possible delay could come in the is
suing of the bonds. Equitable plans to market 
the entire issue to one purchaser. However, if , 
this does not happen, the bonds will be sold 
publicly, which could take two or three 
months.

Under the resolution passed by the TBC 
messengers in Memphis last November, the 
sale to Belmont Plaza Inc. must be completed 
by March 15. or the disposition of the facility 
goes back to the Executive Board.

McCarthy told the group that Belmont 
Plaza Inc. had received commitments of 
$1.3-million toward the needed $l-million in 
syndication funds. He said that statements of 
net worth are being studied to determine 
which investors will be used for the $l-million.

Even though an opening date has not been 
determined. McCarthy told the group that 17 
deposits for apartments have been received. 
He said that there are 122 other “active” pro
spective residents, and 76 others have ex
pressed interest.

The group also heard a full report on what is 
being done to bring the facility up to its Jan. 
12, 1979, state of operation. The group had

(Continued on Page 8)
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Evangelism conference
(Continued from page 1)

Church in the host city. He listed the seeking 
of money, ministerial vanity, self
preservation, and theological witch hunts as 
killers of evangelism. He urged them to keep 
Christ on the throne, not on a cross.

Warning against false prophets, Sullivan 
told the men, “It will surprise you who Satan 
will use to get at you.” Don’t follow someone 
because of who he is, what he does, or what he 
says. “Remember who it is that really loves 
you,” he reminded. “A false prophet just 
wants to use you. Jesus wants to love you.” 
Sullivan is pastor of Southland Baptist Church 
in Memphis.

Memphis evangelist Jackson also queried 
the men. “Are we willing to invest more of 
ourselves in the things of Jesus than we are in 
the things of the world? Many of us are willing 
to give the gift of ourselves to Christ, but we 
do not want to be broken in the presentation. ”

Cothen, president of the Baptist Sunday 
School Board in Nashville, observed that 
when orthodoxy replaces spiritual concern in

Charles Boddie

Tom Madden

Southern Baptist churches, it makes 
spirituality become sterile.

Ken Carter, director of associational 
evangelism for the Home Mission Board, 
Atlanta, said the amount of time spent in 
prayer will determine the success or failure 
of presenting the gospel to the world by the 
turn of the century.

Carl Duck, director of missions for 
Nashville Baptist Association, said what 
Southern Baptists have to share, to give, and 
to preach is based on their certainty of Jesus 
Christ, their assurance of an experience with 
Him, confidence in the gospel, and knowledge 
of the victory.

Complementing Duck’s message, Carroll 
Owen said, “It is in the walking arena of life 
that we learn the hurts and heartaches of 
other people. Real evangelism is achieved on 
the daily walk,” he stressed. “Our walk 
validates or invalidates our message.” Owen 
is TBC convention ministries director.

Learning how to love, how to endure 
tribulation, and how to forgive were re
quirements explored by Charles Boddie, 
president of American Baptist Theological 
Seminary, Nashville.

Bible studies in each of the sessions were 
brought by Roy Fish, professor of evangelism 
at Southwestern Baptist Theological 
Seminary. (See related story in this issue.) 
Leonard Brannan, Chattanooga, brought a 
testimony at the final session.'

Special music was brought by Davis 
Bingham, Charlotte, N.C.; Brona Maddox, 
Jefferson City; George Wadlington, Har
riman; Kent Jackson, Memphis; Beth 
Lanham, Memphis; Sandra and Andra 
Bradley, Nashville; and the Tennessee Bap
tist Chorale under the direction of Louis Ball 
Jr. Frank Charton, TBC church music direc
tor, led the music for the sessions.

The conference drew the unusually high 
number of Baptists in spite of the fact that two 
major speakers had to cancel their ap
pearance. W.A. Criswell, pastor of First Bap
tist Church in Dallas, was hospitalized in that 
city earlier this month. Frederick G. Samp
son II, pastor of Tabernacle Missionary Bap
tist Church, Detroit, was forced to cancel on 
Monday morning of the conference due to 
serious illness within his family. Malcolm 
McDow, state evangelism director, asked for 
prayers for the two pastors.

Cleveland purchases 
property, buildings

First Baptist Church, Cleveland, has pur
chased one block of downtown property for 
future expansion of the church’s facilities. 
The purchase price was $525,000.

The block will house four adult Sunday 
School departments, as well as the church of
fices. The additional facilities will increase 
the educational capacity from 750 to 1,150. 
The church is expanding and renovating its 
1,000-seat auditorium to accommodate 1,450.

The congregation also recently purchased a 
40-acre camp on Lake Oconee in Cherokee 
National Forest for $40,000.

Marvin R. Gibson is pastor of the church.

message to 'badguys,'
seminary prof tells Baptists

Christ’s message of salvation is for the one 
who lives on the wrong side of the tracks. It is 
for the guy down in the pits. It is for the for
nicator. It is for the “bad guys.”

“But we don’t want to mingle with the bad 
guys. We do not want to share the gospel with 
a ‘sinful’ sinner. We don’t want to play in a 
dirty field. We want to pick out those to whom 
we witness.”

“How unlike Jesus!,” declared Roy Fish to 
Baptists in Nashville last week. Leading a 
series of five Bible studies on evangelism, the 
Southwestern Baptist Theological Seminary 
professor told the crowd at the state 
evangelism conference that “Jesus did not 
broadcast salvation from the sky. He literally 
came down and walked among them. He paid 
the price that many of us are not willing to 
pay,” he said at one session.

Coupling the problem of evangelistic se
lectivity with reverse strategy, Fish also 
charged Southern Baptists with reversing the 
commission of Jesus Christ. “Ours seems to 
be a strategy of ‘come and hear’ rather than

James Smith

Evangelists' message said critical 
to decade searching for peace

Evangelists of the 1.980s may be preaching 
during the most difficult period in the history 
of the world. Their unique calling will demand 
continual sermonizing on the perfect peace of 
God available to a world grasping for peace 
through every other channel.

This was the message presented to men at
tending the Tennessee Conference of SBC 
Evangelists in Nashville last week. The ses
sion, which preceded the State Evangelism 
Conference, was held at Belmont Heights 
Baptist Church in Nashville, Jan. 21.

Evangelist R. T. Robertson, Cleveland, told 
the men that “God’s peace is God-provided; 
God’s peace is Christ-promised; and God’s 
peace is blood-purchased.”

Memphis evangelist Bob Kendig warned 
that evangelists would “inhabit the parched 
places in the land” if they rely on their own 
strengths or cultivate self trust. Preachers 
must remember they are the human vessels 
carrying the truth of God to the world, he em
phasized. Citing the 17th chapter of Jeremiah, 
he spoke on the efforts of the evangelist being 
centered in obedience, submission, and ab
solute love for Christ.

He described the kinds of hearts to which 
the evangelists would be preaching, compar
ing it with the characters in the 26th chapter 
of Matthew. You will preach to hearts that re
ject Jesus, covetous hearts, hearts that are 
asleep, hearts that will betray, and weak and 
broken hearts.

The evangelists elected Kendig as their new 
president for the coming year. He succeeds 
Benny Jackson, also of Memphis, in the post. 
Music evangelist Edsel Bone, Memphis, is the 

go and tell.’ We are willing to tell the 
message from behind the pulpit or in one of 
our buildings. We wait for the sinner to come 
to us. But,” he warned, “lost people will not 
come to us. It is only when we take the good 
news to them, where they are, that a hunger 
for salvation will be created within them.”

He explained throughout the studies that ef
fective evangelism has a motivation, a high 
cost, a debt, an objective, and a strategy.

Our motives, he elaborated, should stem 
from obeying God, desiring to honor His 
name, concern for the needs of others, the 
promise of some success, and a desire to 
fulfill a spiritual obligation.

When evangelism fails, Fish said, it is 
because there is a price to pay which the 
Christian is not willing to pay. Citing I Cor. 9, 
he said Paul’s evangelism cost him his 
religious, racial, and social prejudices; it cost 
him his rightful privileges; and it cost him his 
luxuries. “We all have a tendency to clamor 
for our rights, and it is emaciating our 
evangelism. It cost Paul, but costly 
evangelism gains something—more souls for 
Jesus Christ.”

You are in debt, he told the Baptists. You 
owe a lost world your presence, your prayers, 
and your preaching. Are you available? he 
asked. “Will you preach not just in the pulpit, 
but in the parks, on the streets, in the 
restaurants?”

From Ezekiel 37, Fish said the objective of 
evangelism is to bring the dead back to life.” 
He surmised that a Christian’s effectiveness 
in bringing the dead back to life is based on 
genuine concern for the lost. “Your concern 
gauge is never going to be what it ought to be 
until you are fleshing it out with lost people on 
a one-to-one evangelism basis,” he promised.

The strategy of Jesus Christ is a strategy of 
total evangelism, he concluded. It involves 
saturation of the world through mobilization 
of the church. A first century strategy has 
become a 20th century imperative, he said.

“And, there are times when I catch a little 
glimpse of the glory of our gospel and I 
wonder how I can help but shout it out and 
speak these things that we have seen and 
heard!”

EVANGELISTS — Bob Kendig, left, 
Memphis, newly-elected president 
for the Tennessee Baptist Evangelists' 
group, talks with Wade Clemmons, 
center, and Benny Jackson following 
the evangelists' conference last 
week. Clemmons will serve as vice- 
president; and Jackson was out-going 
president.

new music director; and Wade Clemons, Mor
ristown, will serve as vice-president.

Special music was brought to the con
ference by Bone and evangelist Ray Richer- 
son, Jackson. Clemmons brought a special 
testimony.

Kendig and Bone left for a three-week 
crusade in the Hyderabad, India area on Jan. 
25. Kendig said the team expects to reach 
about 10,000 persons a night.
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Rogers joins crusade to bar courts 
from interfering in school prayers

By Stan Hastey
WASHINGTON (BP)—Southern Baptist 

Convention President Adrian Rogers and at 
least four other Southern Baptist ministers 
have joined a larger group of conservative 
religious spokesmen urging removal of deci
sions concerning prayer in the schools from 
the jurisdiction of the federal courts.

Official actions of the Southern Baptist Con
vention and the Baptist Joint Committee on 
Public Affairs, however, have upheld U.S. 
Supreme Court decisions in the past two 
decades opposing state-supported religion in 
public schools.

Rogers, elected to a one-year term as SBC 
president last June in a tumultuous annual 
meeting of the 13.4-million-member SBC, 
said, “My involvement is as Adrian P. 
Rogers. Period. It’s not as president of the 
Southern Baptist Convention or as pastor of 
Bellevue Baptist Church” in Memphis.

Also joining in as sponsors of the Coalition 
for the First Amendment were James 
Robison, evangelist from Hurst, Texas; 
Paige Patterson, president of the Criswell 
Center for Biblical Studies, Dallas; Charles 
Stanley, pastor of First Baptist Church, 
Atlanta, Ga.; and Morris Sheats, pastor of 
Beverly Hills Baptist Church, Dallas. Other 
names in the coalition include television 
evangelists Jerry Falwell of the Old Time 
Gospel Hour, Pat Robertson of the 700 Club, 
and Jim Bakker of the PTL Club.

Announcement of the group’s formation 

came during the annual meeting of the Na
tional Religious Broadcasters in Washington. 
It will seek to reinstate prayers in the public 
schools by pressuring Congress to remove the 
subject of prayer from court jurisdiction. The 
effort is spearheaded in Congress by U.S. Sen. 
Jesse Helms, N.C., a Southern Baptist.

Although Rogers is the most prominent of 
the Southern Baptists lending their support to 
the coalition, Robison, the fiery Texas 
evangelist, serves as chairman of the inter
faith group.

The coalition’s effort could result in over
turning the effect of two historic Supreme 
Court decisions in 1962 and 1963, rulings which 
held that states as local educational units 
may not write prayers and enforce their 
repetition, nor require religious exercises 
such as Bible reading or recitation of the 
Lord’s Prayer.

Many citizens, nevertheless, incorrectly 
have concluded that the court banned volun
tary prayer itself from public school 
classrooms.

The Southern Baptist Convention has con
sistently supported the high court position 
and has fought all efforts to overturn the deci
sions through the Baptist Joint Committee on 
Public Affairs.

The SBC adopted resolutions supporting the 
high court position in 1964 and 1971, years 
when battles over school prayer similar to 
that now shaping up for 1980 were fought. The 
SBC’s 1971 resolution specifically supported 

voluntary prayer.
Baptist Joint Committee Executive Direc

tor James E. Wood Jr. expressed “dismay” 
and “disappointment” at the news of Rogers’ 
involvement in the prayer effort. He said that 
the SBC president, who is a member of the 
Baptist Joint Committee by virtue of his posi
tion, has “completely repudiated the official 
resolutions of the Southern Baptist Conven
tion.”

“Rogers did not consult with anyone on our 
staff about the serious First Amendment 
questions raised by the position of the new 
coalition,” Wood added. Rogers’ stance “in 
fact runs precisely contrary to that taken 
repeatedly through the years by the Southern 
Baptist Convention, the Baptist Joint Com
mittee, and its other member bodies,” he 
said.

Wood promised that “in view of the man
date given us,” his agency will continue “a 
vigorous fight” against “all attempts to 
undermine the First Amendment’s ban on an 
establishment of religion by the state.”

"I don’t see myself in opposition to the SBC 
resolutions,” Rogers told Baptist Press,

(Continued on page 8)

Observe
RACE RELATIONS SUNDAY

February 10,1980

LOVE NEVER FAILS — Good intentions 
have failed in the area of race rela
tions. Programs and meetings have 
failed. Politics have failed. Even ser
mons have failed. But love never 
fails. Churches across the nation will 
be observing Race Relations Sunday, 
Feb. 10.

Wood resigns as agency head
WASHINGTON (BP)-James E. Wood Jr., 

executive director of the Baptist Joint Com
mittee on Public Affairs, will resign to return 
to the faculty of Baylor University, Waco, 
Tex., effective June 1.

Wood has headed the Baptist agency, 
assigned by nine Baptist bodies to work with 
public policy issues, since 1972. He will 
become director of the J.M. Dawson Studies 
in Church and State and Simon Bunn pro
fessor of Church-State Studies at Baylor.

Wood taught at Baylor from 1955 to 1972 
and became the first director of the Dawson 
studies in church and state in 1959. That same 
year he founded and became editor of the

“Journal of Church and State,” an assign
ment he held until 1973. He v '
editorship upon returning to the Texas Bap
tist school.

Before going to Baylor the first time, Wood 
served for five years as a Southern Baptist 
missionary to Japan, where he taught religion 
and literature at Seinan Gakuin University, a 
Baptist school.

Both before and during his tenure at the 
Baptist Joint Committee, the graduate of 
Carson-Newman College, Jefferson City, has 
been active in larger Baptist circles and 
ecumenical affairs.

reassume

FOUNDATION — The Board of Trustees of the Tennessee Baptist Foundation held 
their annual meeting last week in Brentwood.

Foundation elects Taylor
Death takes
Mrs. Pollard

Mrs. Ramsey (Della) Pollard, 76, of Mem
phis, died Jan. 27 at the Rosewood Convales
cent Center in that city. She had suffered a 
stroke last June 11 and had been in declining 
health since that time.

Mrs. Pollard was the creator of the 
Ministers’ Wives’ Fellowship for the Southern 
Baptist Convention. She began that group 
sometime in the 1950s. Additionally, she 
began the first married young people’s 
department in the SBC while her husband was 
pastor at Broadway Baptist Church in Knox
ville. For young people, she was the 
originator of the youth sweetheart banquets. 
She spoke and led conferences on numerous 
occasions at Glorieta and Ridgecrest Baptist 
Conference Centers.

Her husband was pastor of the Broadway 
congregation from 1939-60. From 1960 until his 
retirement in 1972, he led the Bellevue Baptist 
Church in Memphis. He has been exceptional
ly active in convention-elected positions.

Funeral services were held Jan. 29 at 
Bellevue church with Pastor Adrian Rogers 
officiating. Another service will be held at 
Restland Memorial Chapel in Dallas, Tex., 
Jan. 31. Burial will be in Dallas.

In addition to her husband, Mrs. Pollard is 
survived by a son, Ramsey Pollard Jr., 
Winter Park, Fla.; a daughter, Mrs. Robert 
Cliett, Atlanta, Ga.; a sister, Mrs. Sadie 
Kruse, Newport Beach, Calif.; five grand
children; and two great grandchildren.

He served on the central panel of the Bap
tist World Alliance’s Commission on 
Religious Liberty and Human Rights, and 
presently holds membership on the BWA’s 
Commission on Freedom, Justice, and Peace. 
He has also been active on various panels of 
the National and World Councils of Churches 
dealing with religious liberty and human 
rights issues.

Wood has long held numerous associations 
with the American Jewish community, in
cluding sponsorship of Christians Concerned 
for Israel, membership on the advisory com
mittee of the America-Israel Friendship 
League, and sponsorship of the National 
Christian Leadership Conference for Israel. 
In 1971 he edited and contributed to a book on 
the subject, “Jewish-Christian Relations in 
Today’s World.”

He also has been concerned with the proper 
relation between public education and 
religion studies and public funding of non
public schools. He is currently president of 
the National Council on Religion and Public 
Education and serves on the executive com
mittee of the National Coalition on Public 
Education and Religious Liberty.

A native of Portsmouth, Va., Wood earned a 
master of arts from Columbia University and 
bachelor of divinity, master of theology and 
doctor of philosophy degrees from Southern 
Baptist Theological Seminary. He has done 
postgraduate work at Yale University and the 
Naganuma School of Japanese Studies in 
Tokyo.

He is married to the former Alma Leacy 
McKenzie of Newport News, Va. The Woods 
have one son, James Edward III, presently a 
master’s degree student at Baylor.

funds reach $8.4-million
Gene Taylor, an attorney from Jackson, 

was elected chairman of the Board of 
Trustees of the Tennessee Baptist Foundation 
at the board’s annual meeting last Friday. 
Taylor is a member of First Baptist Church.

Taylor succeeds Rudy Newby, Tullahoma, 
who was ineligible for re-election because his 
term on the board ends before the next annual 
meeting.

Other officers elected Jan. 25 were first 
vice-chairman, Gayle Alexander, pastor of 
First Baptist Church, Alamo; second vice- 
chairman, Stanley Brumfield, Nashville 
banker; and secretary, McKnight Fite, 
pastor of Arlington Baptist Church, Knox
ville.

Jonas Stewart, executive secretary of the 
Foundation, reported that during the year 
which ended Oct. 31, 1979, $900,810.22 was 
added to accounts handled by the Foundation 
bringing the total to a record $8,400,309.90. 
Eighteen new accounts were established dur
ing the year.

It was reported that income from all ac
counts during the year totaled $563,384.82— 
the first time the income has passed the one- 
half-million dollar mark.

Since it was chartered in 1938, Stewart 
noted that the Tennessee Baptist Foundation 
has distributed $5,690,395.84 to Tennessee 
Baptists and Southern Baptist causes.

In order to care for the expanding funds and 
accounts, the foundation will be installing a 
computer. The equipment has been delivered

ANNIVERSARY — Dot Fore (right) 
received a silver tray from the Ten
nessee Baptist Foundation noting her 
25 years of service. Making the 
presentation was Jonas Stewart, ex
ecutive secretary.

and will be operational in the near future, 
Stewart told the board.

During a luncheon last Friday, the board 
presented a silver tray to Dot Fore, noting her 
25-year service with the Foundation.

The next scheduled meeting of the Founda
tion Board of Trustees will be held Jan. 30, 
1981.



January 30, 1980
Page 4 Baptist and Reflector

EDITORIAL

Attendance, spirit fills conference Cicero’s
At the opening session of last week’s Evangelism 

Conference, TBC evangelism director Malcolm 
McDow noted that there are two things that he fears 
about this annual meeting — the weather and the last- 
minute cancellation of speakers.

This year — after three straight Januarys of snow 
and zero temperatures — the weather was perfect.

But the speaker dropout could have been 
devastating.

W.A. Criswell had cancelled out the previous 
Monday on doctor’s orders, after suffering a mild 
heart attack brought on by exhaustion.

Frederick Sampson cancelled out on the morning 
the conference opened, because of the serious illness 
of a member of his immediate family.

Jimmy Allen was called to Washington to meet 
with President Jimmy Carter on the Iran hostage 
crisis on Tuesday morning, so he would not have been 
available for a scheduled message here that morning.

Under this pressure, McDow (and the Lord) put 
together an outstanding conference. Obviously, God 
had reserved some free time in the schedules of 
Charles Boddie, Grady Cothen, Carl Duck, and James 
Smith. We must remember that — even though 
McDow was surprised by the turn of events — God 
knew it was going to happen, and He provided.

The spirit of the Evangelism Conference was not 
dampened by these program changes — which af
fected all but the Tuesday afternoon session.

The attendance was fabulous. Belmont Heights 
Baptist Church was packed at every session, and 
there was less moving in-and-out and hall gatherings 
than we have seen at similar Baptists meetings in the 
past.

That revised program illustrated what many 
have believed for years — that Tennessee is blessed 
with some of the best Baptist speakers that can be 
found anywhere. Only three of the 14 speakers are not 
residents or former residents of Tennessee!

Another factor which contributed to the spirit of 
the conference was the announcement that baptisms 
in Tennessee last year were up 13.4 percent over 1978. 
This is an indiction of the spirit of evangelism that is 
alive in Tennessee Baptist churches.

It is impossible to know at this moment what the 
impact of last week’s Evangelism Conference will be 
on the churches and pastors in the Volunteer State. 
We can rejoice at the attendance and spirit of the 1980

conference — and urge all Tennessee Baptists to pray 
that our desire to proclaim the gospel of Jesus Christ 
will be deepened and expanded.

BWA Sunday
Fellowship is an important aspect of Baptist life.
Although we correctly believe that every in

dividual is completely and personally responsible 
before God, we delight in knowing and fellowshipping 
with each other. We gather weekly in our churches to 
be with other Christians of like beliefs and convic
tions.

Throughout our history we have learned the ad
vantages of fellowship with other Baptists in local 
associations, in state conventions, in the Southern 
Baptist Convention, and in the Baptist World 
Alliance.

Next Sunday, Feb. 3, is Baptist World Alliance 
Sunday.

This worldwide Baptist organization has grown 
tremendously since its founding 1905. At that time 
there were only six-million Baptists in 23 nations of 
the world. Today there are over 34-million Baptists in 
140 nations.

Not all Baptist groups are affiliated with the 
BWA. Membership of cooperating conventions and 
unions numbers 29-million — and that number is 
growing at about two percent per year. The current 
emphasis on missions and evangelism is expected to 
accelerate that percentage.

The alliance is not a “super-convention.” It sends 
no missionaries. Its continuing major concern is to 
provide counsel and inspiration for smaller national 
Baptist groups. In recent years, the BWA has also 
focused on relief efforts in developing countries.

This year, Baptists of this continent will have an 
added opportunity for fellowship with other Baptists 
when the Baptist World Congress meets in Toronto, 
Canada, July 8-13. Since the congress meets only 
every fifth year and at sites throughout the world, this 
will likely be the only time in this generation that the 
congress will meet this close to Tennessee. For exam
ple, the last time the BWC met on this continent was 
1965 in Miami, Fla.

Hopefully, your church will be one of the 116,000 
Baptist churches around the world which will take 
special note of BWA Sunday on Feb. 3.
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CIRCULATION THIS ISSUE — 80,970

Alvin C. Shackleford, Editor

Baptist
Charlie Warren ■ Bobbie Durham
Associate Editor wllIO Editorial Assistant

Reflector
Eura Lannom, Advertising, Subscriptions

Established 1835
Post Office Box 347, Brentwood, Tenn. 37027 

Phone: (615) 373-2255

Published weekly except New Year's week by the Executive Board of the 
Tennessee Baptist Convention at Brentwood, Tennessee, (Post Office Box 347) 
37027. Subscription prices: $4.00 individual; clubs of ten or more, $3.65, 
church budget, 5.9< per family per week when sent to 50 percent or more of 
church homes. Second class postage paid at Brentwood, Tennessee, and at 
additional mailing office.

Space forbids printing of resolutions and obituaries. Advertising rates on 
request.

Member of Baptist Press (BP) news service of the Southern Baptist Conven
tion.

News-Journal of Tennessee Baptist Convention 
Tom Madden, Executive Secretary-Treasurer

BOARD OF DIRECTORS: Gayle Alexander, chairman; Charles D. Earl, vice- 
chairman; Stanley Brumfield, E. E. Carrier, Paul Clark, William E. Crook, John 
Daley, Fred Kendall II, Howard Kolb, John Laida, Pat Landrum, Roy Miller, 
William Palmer, Donald Pharris, Paul Shell, Jerry Songer, Osta Underwood, 
and Earl Wilson.

THE GREAT SWEEP OF GOD'S LOVE

HE THAT DESCENDED IS THE SAME ALSO THAT ASCENDED 
UP FAR ABOVE ALL HEAVENS, THAT HE MIGHT FILL ALL THINGS "

By the editor
“Cicero, I want to give you the opportunity 

to be in on the ground floor of a new Baptist 
organization,” announced X. (Zack) U. Tiff 
through a telephone call.

“What organization is this?,” I inquired.
“Don’t ask right now,” Tiff entoned. “Just 

meet with me in my church study this after
noon.”

So, at the appointed time, I entered the of
fice, where we were joined by that outstand
ing interpreter of Baptist life, Trey D. Shun.

X. (Zack) U. Tiff opened the meeting by ex
plaining that for many years he had felt that 
he should be the executive of some Baptist 
agency or institution. “I have been recom
mended or have recommended myself for 
denominational posts 413 times during the 
past 12 years,” he noted. “However, since I 
have been passed over 413 times, I have 
decided to become a denominational servant 
by starting a new Baptist organization on my 
own,” Zack explained.

“That’s why I have invited Trey D. Shun, 
since he can give me some advice on how to 
start such an organization.”

Trey traced the history of various Baptist 
boards, commissions, committees, and in
stitutions, and noted that there definitely has 
been a pattern.

“First,” Shun stated, “you must find some 
unmet need. It either must be a need that 
everyone knows about—or no one knows 
about.”

“Then, at some Baptist meeting you get up 
and make a motion that a committee be 
named to investigate how Baptists might 
meet this need,” Trey D. Shun added. “The 
way Baptists love to name committees, it will 
surely pass.”

Shun observed that it would be an extra 
bonus if the request could come from a resolu
tion or motion passed by a church. “What 
Baptist body is going to say ‘no’ to a request 
from a church!

“After the motion passes, the moderator 
will always name the motion-maker to that 
study committee—and nine times out of 10 
will make him the chairman,” Trey 
explained.

When the committee makes its report at the 
next annual meeting, there should be two im
portant parts: (1) the justifying of the study, 
and (2) a recommendation that the commit
tee be continued. Meanwhile, it is advisable to 
ask for a little money from the budget for 
committee expense and the printing of 
reports. This can be increased each year.

“At one of your early reports,” Shun said, 
“you need to drop the hint that there could be 
some type of continuing organization with 
employees to meet the needs uncovered by 
the committee. Then, after this is expanded in 
several reports, you are ready to make a 
recommendation that a formal organization 
be started. Of course, you will volunteer to be 
drafted as the executive director.”

Trey D. Shun said that just getting started 
is not enough. “Two crises loom: Baptists 
may lose interest in the need, or the need 
might be met. So, the primary objective of the 
organization must become to justify its ex
istence—rather than to meet the need,” he 
opined. “This can be done by adopting some 
10-year goals—since no one would want to 
dissolve a Baptist organization with unmet 
goals.”

Trey advised that it is helpful to get some 
leading Baptist leaders named to the 
organization’s Board of Trustees to give the 
organization some authenticity and to have 
some recognized spokesman to make motions 
at future meetings of the conventions.

“And, it sure would help to tie every mo
tion, request, or program in with Bold Mis
sions,” Trey D. Shun observed.
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Yettem to t^e SrUto^i • • •
Letters on any religion-related subject are welcomed. Letters of over 300 words 
will not be used. Other letters may be shortened at the discretion of the editor. 
No unsigned letters will be printed, but writer’s name will be withheld for 
sufficient reason. Letters must contain complete address.

M/ss Littlejohn's death
Dear editor:

Thank you for printing the notice of Carrie 
U. Littlejohn’s death (Jan. 16). Many pastors’ 
wives, WMU workers, and missionaries serv
ing under both the Home and Foreign Mission 
Boards are Miss Littlejohn’s “girls,” and I 
want to share some facts with them.

She lived at Highland Farms Retirement 
Center for the past four years. I visited her 
there in June and she was so alive, alert, and 
interested in all that Southern Baptists are do
ing. It was difficult to believe that she was 89 
years old last March.

On Dec. 26 her hip broke. She did not fall. 
The hip joint just disintegrated. At Mission 
Memorial Hospital in Asheville, N.C., an 
operation put a ball in her hip. She was 
recovering beautifully.

On Jan. 7 she boasted that she had taken 244 
steps with the aid of her walker. Within hours, 
her blood pressure dropped drastically. She 
lapsed into a coma. On Wednesday, Jan. 9, 
she went to her heavenly home. She would 
never have wanted to become dependent, so 
we praise the Lord for letting her go home 
without becoming an invalid.

William Ball conducted services on Jan. 11, 
stating, “her daughters who rise up and call 
her blessed stretch from one ocean to the 
other and are without number as WMU 
workers, social workers, and wives of 
ministers.” He concluded by calling her the 
“mother superior” of the Southern Baptist 
Convention.

Personally, no blessing has ever exceeded 
her influence on my life. I am grateful for her 
leadership, service, and friendship. I am one 
of Miss Littlejohn’s “daughters.”

Lorene Tilford
108 Greenleaf St.
Chattanooga, TN. 37415.

Miss Tilford served as a Southern Baptist 
missionary in China, Hong Kong, and Taiwan 
from 1936 until her retirement in 1973. 
(editor)

Excellent leader
Dear editor:

I would like to call attention to the positive 
and effective leadership given Tennessee 
Baptists by our excellent leader, Tom Mad
den.

We all know that he came to us at a difficult 
time. He has moved among us with courage 
and positive leadership, showing compassion 
and a redemptive spirit. At no time have we 
felt disappointment of our faith in his abilities 
to perform in such a high and important posi
tion.

Realizing that the past has been difficult 
and that the future will not be without its 
problems, let us all pledge to pray for him and 
his family as he leads us to greater ac
complishments in the kingdom work.

Every pastor will find in him the heart for 
which a servant of God truly longs.

Virgil R. Peters
221 Third Ave. South
Franklin, TN 37064

Dallas College stand
Dear editor:

How refreshing to read in the Jan. 9 issue of 
the position taken by G. Marvin Watson and 
the trustees of Dallas Baptist College! When 
the truth concerning the Scriptures and the 
nature of man is worth losing government 
aid, it’s obviously a matter of conviction; not 
just convenient or popular theology.

Not only do I firmly agree with their doc
trinal position, but I deeply respect their will
ingness to practice non-dependence on 
government aid. Watch their enrollment in
crease.

May God provide our young people with 

more Baptist schools who have the courage to 
hold to such Scriptural convictions.

Dirk Van Dam
Rt. 5
Johnson City, TN 37601

A place to serve?
Dear editor:

How many capable, talented people must 
go unemployed and neglected by the 
churches, their agencies, and their colleges?

After sending out several hundred letters 
and resumes, I know the standard answer, 
“Thank you very much for your interest in the 
opening for such and such position, but that 
opening has been filled. May God guide you to 
a place of service.”

I am a graduate of New Orleans Baptist 
Theological Seminary with a master of 
church music degree. Also, I have had ex
perience in the writing and editing fields.

You, as Southern Baptists, paid for my 
education. Are you now telling me there’s no 
place for me to use my talents and training?

Gage McMahon
1139 Washington Ave.
New Orleans, LA 70130

PRAISING GOD — The choir sings in a 
different language, but the singers 
praise the same God that 34 million 
other Baptists worship around the 
world. Feb. 3 is Baptist World Alliance 
Day.

Baptists to observe 
BWA Day February 3

WASHINGTON—February 3, 1980 will be a 
day of prayer, fellowship, and sharing for 29 
million Baptists who worship in more than 120 
countries of the world.

It will be the 43rd annual observance of 
Baptist World Alliance Day. It also will be the 
first in a series of occasions marking the Dia
mond Jubilee year (75th anniversary) of the 
Alliance.

Robert S. Denny, BWA’s general secretary, 
said that 116,000 churches affiliated with the 
Alliance’s 115-member bodies have been 
asked to mark the February 3 date with ser
mons, prayers, and other appropriate ac
tivities noting the worldwide expanse of the 
Baptist family.

He said that the number of Baptists in the 
world has grown from an estimated 6 million 
in 23 nations when the Alliance was founded in 
1905 to about 34 million in 140 nations. 
(Twenty-nine million of these 34 million are 
members of the Alliance). The growth rate is 
continuing at a rate of about 2 percent per 
year and is expected to accelerate as the 
Alliance’s current ambitious program of 
evangelism and education is implemented by 
all member conventions.

The Alliance’s Diamond Jubilee will be 
celebrated at the Baptist World Congress in 
Toronto in July. Baptists from as many as 80 
countries are expected to participate in a pro
gram using the theme “Celebrating Christ’s 
Presence Through His Spirit” (John 16:13).

Baylor panel 
begins review

WACO, Tex. (BP)—Milton E. Cunningham 
said here that the academic affairs commit
tee of the Baylor University board of trustees 
has begun a study and review of the program 
of the university’s department of religion and 
will make a full report to the trustees by the 
end of the semester.

The academic affairs committee, which 
Cunningham heads, was requested by the 
department of religion in November to study 
its program of instruction and make recom
mendations to help it meet guidelines of 
Texas Baptists.

The request was prompted by criticism of a 
textbook, People of the Covenant, whose co
author, H. Jack Flanders, is chairman-elect 
of the department of religion.

James W. Draper Jr., pastor of First Bap
tist Church, Euless, Tex., and a Baylor 
trustee and former chairman of the academic 
affairs committee, has charged the book, 
used in some Baylor classes and by many 
other Southern Baptist schools, is “liberal.”

Southwestern seminary 
plans Bible conference

FORT WORTH, Tex.—The Southwestern 
seminary/Heart of America Bible Conference 
has been set for March 10-12 on the seminary 
campus here.

The conference is sponsored jointly by 
Southwestern and the Heart of America Bible 
Conferences. Theme of the conference will be 
“Communicating the Message of the Bible in 
the Eighties.”

"This conference is in response to the in
vitation of W.A. Criswell to participate in a 
conference calling attention to the impor
tance of the Bible and its message in the 
critical first days of the new decade,” 
seminary President Russell H. Dilday Jr. 
said.

The two-day conference will include 
general sessions, small group workshops, and 
regular seminary class sessions. Emphases 
will include personal evangelism, preaching, 
the media, and Bible study programs.

A message from BWA president
As the Baptist World Alliance celebrates its 75th Anniversary in 1980, many 

outstanding events will be recalled, progress will be noted, and challenging plans will be 
made.

One truth presents itself in unmistakable force: the need for a unifying body of Bap
tist Christians throughout the length and breadth of our troubled world is greater now' 
than at any point in our past history. If our goal of reaching all peoples of the world with 
the gospel is ever to be achieved, we must extend ourselves and unite with our brothers 
and sisters in Christ to minister and preach to every person. The Baptist World Alliance 
is a proper channel through which this work can be done.

Mrs. Wong and I are profoundly grateful to God for giving us the privilege of visiting 
in person with members of our world Baptist family during the past five years.

In 1978, we travelled to Papua New Guinea to meet with one of the newest bodies of 
Baptists to join the Baptist World Alliance family. It was a high point of our travels to 
listen to the stories of how it came to pass that the gospel of Christ was brought thei e and 
to learn how God has prospered their work and performed miracles in their personal 
lives. Christians in Papua New Guinea are willing to walk for hours, even days, for the 
privilege of meeting together and studying God’s Word. The Australian Baptists, who 
started this ministry, continue to do an outstanding work in this remote land.

In 1979, we attended the First Asian Baptist Congress in Hyderabad-Secunder-abad. 
It was thrilling indeed to gather with 6,000 Baptists from 35 countries in one huge tent and 
sing praises to God.

Afterwards, we were taken to see the coastal areas which were devastated by 
cyclones and a tidal wave in 1977. Almost as soon as this tragedy occurred, aid began ar
riving through the Baptist World Alliance and other Christian organizations. Sad as the 
sights were, we rejoiced that the worldwide family of Baptists had expressed their love 
through such rehabilitation work. In a land dominated primarily by Hinduism, Budd
hism, and other religions, Christianity in action gave its own witness — bonds in Christ 
were strengthened and people were converted.

This year we commemorate the founding of the Baptist World Alliance in 1905 “to 
bring Baptists throughout the world together in common cause.” May we not only 
celebrate this event as we gather in Toronto, Canada, for the 14th Baptist World Con
gress, but let us also resolve to strive together to “attempt great things for God" to a 
degree we have not dared before.

Through your prayerful support and your participation in the World Congress and 
ongoing programs of the Alliance, our common goal can be achieved.

David Y. K. Wong 
BWA President 1975-80 

Hong Kong

Personal 
perspective
BY TOM MADDEN 

TBC executive secretary
In the past few days I have had some rather 

vivid experiences in trying to help people 
solve sin problems. I have been impressed all 
over again how all of us struggle with our 
sins. Recognizing that no one is perfect, that 
there are many kinds of sin including omis
sion and commission, 
sins of the will and in
tent, and sins of 
motives, I want to 
make three or four 
observations and then 
point out the answer 
afresh to our sin prob
lem.

I have observed that 
some people try to 
blame someone else 
for their sins. Some 
try to blame society, or environment, or even 
a family or friends. This is not a new ap
proach. It is as old as Adam blaming Eve and 
Eve blaming the serpent.

Some deny their sin. Simply to refuse to 
acknowledge sin does not absolve one from 
sin.

Some try to hide their sin. But the Word of 
God reminds us that our sin will find us out. It 
finds us out in our bodies, in our minds, often
times in our environment, and surely in eter
nity and before Almighty God.

Some try to undo their sin themselves. I am 
reminded that Judas tried to give back the 30 
pieces of silver, in what I interpret as a vain 
effort to undo his sin.

There is only one thing we can do with our 
sin. That is to bring ourselves and our sin to 
Jesus. The blood of Jesus Christ, God’s Son. 
cleanses us from all sin. Our Lord is in the sin- 
forgiving business. He is eager to forgive us 
and to wash us and to redeem us.

"There is a fountain filled with blood drawn 
from Immanuel’s veins and sinners plunged 
beneath that flood, lose all their crimson 
stain.”
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WMU commits itself
to getting 'bigger pie

By Catherine Allen
BIRMINGHAM, Ala. (BP)-Getting 

Woman’s Missionary Union organized in 
every church and getting “a bigger pie” for 
mission support were the two dominant con
cerns of the annual meeting for promotion of 
the executive board of WMU, auxiliary to the 
Southern Baptist Convention.

After a pointed challenge from Carolyn 
Weatherford, WMU executive director, the 
board agreed to fund a nationwide WMU 
enlargement strategy developed jointly with 
state WMUs. Amount of the fund and scope of 
the plan were not revealed, pending further 
consultation between the national and state 
WMU offices.

Informal discussions indicate that the plan 
will begin with a study to determine why 44 
percent of churches report no organized 
WMU, will involve a special national corps of 
organizers and consultants, and will continue 
through 1983.

“Nothing short of a national thrust toward 
enlargement will make a dent in the tremen
dous job to be done,” Miss Weatherford said. 
“This strategy is not to take the place of 
various state plans now on the drawing board. 
But we will have to work together from a na
tional perspective to get a warm body into 
contact with every church having no WMU.”

Miss Weatherford commended South 
Carolina, Virginia, West Virginia and 
Maryland, in which more than 75 percent of 
the churches have a WMU organization. But 
she reminded the audience of state WMU 
leaders that some of their states reported only 
50 percent of churches with WMU.

She and other speakers during the week- 
long meeting in Birmingham stressed that 
WMU is needed in every church to develop 
personnel, prayer support and financial back
ing for Bold Mission Thrust. Bold Mission

Liberia seminary 
holds graduation

PAYNESWARD CITY, Liberia-The 
Liberia Baptist Theological Seminary, in its 
first commencement exercises, has awarded 
the bachelor of theology degree to 12 men at 
its campus in Paynesward City, near 
Monrovia.

Bradley D. Brown, seminary president and 
a Southern Baptist missionary, conferred the 
degrees on the graduates. Brown, president of 
the seminary since its inception in 1976 was 
instrumental in beginning the Baptist train
ing center which developed into the residen
tial seminary program.

A plan for the seminary was included in the 
convention’s constitution when it was orga
nized in 1800.

William R. Tolbert Jr., president of the 
Liberia Baptist Missionary and Education 
Convention Inc. and president of the Republic 
of Liberia, delivered the commencement ad
dress. Tolbert told the group their graduation 
from the seminary fulfills a century of 
dreams and work.

The 12 graduates come from six of the nine 
counties of Liberia and from Nigeria. Nine 
are from two different Baptist bodies, and one 
each came from the United Methodist 
Church, the African Methodist Episcopal Zion 
Church, and the Free Pentecostal Church.

Churches in Tennessee 
observe WMU Focus Week

Churches across Tennessee will be observ
ing Woman’s Missionary Union Focus Week, 
Feb. 10-16, according to the Tennessee Baptist 
WMU.

Focus Week is designed to give a church op
portunity to learn about WMU as an organiza
tion, to show the effectiveness of teaching 
missions, and to lead church members to 
make life-changing commitments.

WMU leaders use the opportunity to point 
out the three tasks of WMU; mission study, 
mission action and direct evangelism, and 
mission support through praying and giving.

Thrust is the SBC’s plan for proclaiming the 
Christian message to every person on earth 
by the year 2000. WMU leaders say the plan 
cannot get past the slogan stage without ma
jor changes in personal involvement in mis
sions.

“Every missionary whom we will appoint 
by 2000 has already been born,” Miss 
Weatherford said. “These children are in our 
churches waiting to be nurtured in missions 
concepts.

“WMU is still the lead organization in pro
moting mission support,” Miss Weatherford 
said. She referred to WMU’s success in spon
soring the Lottie Moon Christmas Offering for 
foreign missions and the Annie Armstrong 
Easter Offering for home missions, each of 
which provides more than half the income for 
the respective program of missions.

“We have chosen to couch these in weeks of 
prayer, which we think is best. We do not 
divorce money from other forms of support- 
prayer and personnel—which are also essen
tial,” she said.

The WMU executive board voted to extend 
its “Life-Changing Commitments” emphasis 
for a third year. The emphasis on changing 
personal materialism toward a new involve
ment in missions is the key thread through 
plans adopted for WMU in 1981-82. The board 
exhaustively debated a document of nearly 
500 pages detailing WMU’s Life-Changing 
Commitments strategy for that year.

“This is an audacious emphasis,” Miss 
Weatherford told the board. “We began it this 
year in the face of a national attitude of ‘me 
first.’ It has drawn a more immediate, ap
preciative response than I had expected.”

Later in the week, R. Keith Parks made his 
first appearance before the WMU leaders 
since taking office as executive director of the 
SBC Foreign Mission Board. He echoed con
cern for WMU effectiveness in the face of 
need for new levels of mission support.

“You are humanly responsible for more 
dollars and prayer power supporting foreign 
missions than anybody else,” Parks told the 
women.

He promised to provide more specific input 
for WMU’s prayer programs and challenged 
WMU to pray on a constant basis. He echoed 
Miss Weatherford’s concern for a broader 
base of financial support for missions.

Federal judge refuses EEOC 
jurisdiction over seminary

FORT WORTH, Tex. (BP)-A federal 
judge in Fort Worth has ruled that the Equal 
Employment Opportunity Commission does 
not have jurisdiction over Southwestern Bap
tist Theological Seminary.

U.S. District Judge Eldon Mahon ruled, 
following a two-and-a-half year court battle, 
that the EEOC did not have the right to seek 
employee records at the Southern Baptist in
stitution. The EEOC cannot force the 
seminary tp provide records on the race, sex, 
or salaries of employees, nor can the federal 
agency take any action against the seminary 
while enforcing federal laws on discrimina
tion.

EEOC lawyers filed suit in May 1977, when 
the seminary refused to divulge records on 
the grounds it would violate First Amend
ment rights for the separation of church and 
state. The suit was considered a test case for 
Southwestern and five other Southern Baptist 
seminaries in determining how far the EEOC 
could go in forcing seminaries to comply with 
federal guidelines against discrimination.

“At this point we do not have any word as to 
whether the EEOC will appeal the case,” 
seminary President Russell H. Dilday Jr. 
said. “Since any appeal is decided only upon 
the facts already introduced in the suit, we 
feel confident about positive decisions in any 
future litigation.” Any such appeal would be

AWARD PRESENTATION — David Hofer (left), president of the National Religious 
Broadcasters, presents an Award of Merit for excellence in television production 
to Jimmy Allen, president of the Southern Baptist Radio-TV Commission, and 
Grady Cothen, president of the Sunday School Board, for the jointly-produced 
series, "At Home with the Bible."

Southern Baptists finalize plans 
for 'Olympic' witnessing efforts

By Charles Willis

LAKE PLACID, N.Y. (BP) — Plans for 
Southern Baptists’ first comprehensive 
outreach and witnessing effort at an interna
tional sports event have been completed for 
the 13th Winter Olympics here in February.

The needs of between 25,000 and 50,000 daily 
visitors, 14,000 support persons, 1,800 
athletes, and 2,800 local residents have been 
included in plans spearheaded by David 
Book, Southern Baptist home missionary.

“In reality, what’s happening here in Lake 
Placid is the reverse of the Great Commis
sion,” he said. “Instead of our going out into 
the world, the world is coming to us.”

The multi-faceted project has been in the 
planning for about three years, according to 
Book. About a year ago, the Home Mission 
Board assisted the Baptist Convention of New 
York in locating a ministry center right in the 
heart of the anticipated Olympics activities.

Known as “Exchange House,” the facility
will serve as the nerve center for Southern Since Lake Placid schools will close for five
Baptist efforts during the Olympics and will 

made to the Fifth U.S. Circuit Court in New 
Orleans.

In a trial in March 1979, seminary attorney 
Jenkins Garrett argued that the seminary is a 
“wholly religious” instutition in its purpose 
and thus is not subject to federal jurisdiction 
by the agency. EEOC contended that the 
seminary is required to follow federal 
guidelines because it is an institution of 
higher education employing more than 15 per
sons.

Judge Mahon said the wording of the 1967 
Civil Rights Act appears to give the EEOC 
jurisdiction, but he emphasized that the 
operation of a seminary is a “religious activi
ty entitled to the highest degree” of federal 
protection.

In a lengthy opinion, Mahon said the 
seminary sought to create an “integrated 
homogeneous community” where all 
employees “are expected to contribute to a 
unified religious endeavor and maintain a 
committment to spiritual life.”

Mahon said, “The task of unseemly govern
mental entanglement increases” as the func
tion of an institution becomes more fun
damentally religious.

The ruling will give seminary officials com
plete freedom in creating the proper at
mosphere of training ministers, seminary of
ficials said.

be the home for a chapel that is Book’s long
term assignment.

From Feb. 3-24, Book will oversee approx
imately 125 volunteer personnel, including a 
core staff of 25 persons, predominantly Chris
tian Service Corps volunteers, semester mis
sionaries, and US-2 missionaries.

A hospitality center at Exchange House will 
be open 24 hours a day, including a soup and 
salad bar, literature distribution, Christian 
entertainment, language interpreters, infor
mation service, emergency service, large- 
screen television viewing of the games and 
conference room space.

Teams of specialists trained in ministry 
and evangelism will conduct a street 
ministry. Using select titles from the Sunday 
School Board’s “Choice Creations” tract 
series, Book said the teams “will not blitz or 
distribute the tracts wholesale.” Rather, 
team members will seek out human needs 
and respond with tracts that address those 
specific needs.

weeks, Southern Baptists will participate in 
an “Olympic Learning Project,” a learning 
experience for elementary school children.

A Christian supper club in nearby Saranac 
Lake, N.Y. at the Blue Gentian Restaurant 
will be run by Southern Baptist home mis
sionaries Ken and Marilyn Prickett.

Southern Baptists will maintain welcome 
stations at airports, bus stations, and 
peripheral parking lots, offering free coffee, 
information, literature, and selected tract 
distribution.

“The Good Sam Program” is a project to 
aid senior citizens whose activities will be 
curtailed due to traffic congestion and the 
confusion of crowds. All Lake Placid senior 
citizens will be eligible for assistance in hav
ing errands run or miscellaneous forms of 
help provided during the Olympic weeks.

Other Southern Baptist participation in
cludes a delegation from Southeastern Bap
tist Theological Seminary which will engage 
in personal witnessing, and service by Bar
bara McElhaney, student at Southern Baptist 
Theological Seminary, as one of 14 chaplains 
working with a Religious Affairs Committee.

“We want Christ to be lifted up to the 
world,” said Book. “I’m praying for an oppor
tunity to show visually that Christ is alive and 
is the redemptive factor in life.

“We want to demonstrate to Lake Placid 
that we’re genuine people — that we can offer 
something that has integrity. Many think 
we’ll leave after the games,” he said, “which 
is not the case at all.”

Book will be in Lake Placid long after the 
Olympics have ended, working to establish 
Southern Baptists as a permanent and valued 
part of the community.
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Our People and Our Churches . . .
PEOPLE...
Knob Creek Baptist Church, Sevier 

Association, ordained Dan Ownby, Howard 
Davis, and Charles Houston as deacons. Ben 
Knisley, pastor of the church, served as 
moderator. Others assisting in the ordination 
were Edd Householder, W.F. Hall, Eulyss 
Thomas, W.A. Gayion, Victor Houston, and 
Ben Webb.

Milburn Blanton, director of admissions at 
Union University in Jackson for the past 11 
years, has announced his retirement, effec
tive Jan. 31. His wife, Dorothy, a library 
technician at the college, will retire also. A 
college administrator since 1969, Blanton has 
played an active role in the recruiting and 
academic evaluation of students. His retire
ment will bring to a close 33 years in the field 
of education.

Former Tennessee pastor Frank R. Koger 
retired earlier this month from the pastorate 
of First Baptist Church in Hillsville, Va. He 
has served there since March 1969. While in 
Tennessee, he led the congregations of 
Mooresburg Baptist Church in Mooresburg; 
Midway Baptist Church, Morristown; Con
cord Baptist Church, Mohawk; and First Bap
tist Church in Englewood. In addition to his 
pastorates, Koger served as associate direc
tor of the Seminary Extension department of 
the Southern Baptist Convention in Nashville. 
He is a graduate of Carson-Newman College 
in Jefferson City. He plans to reside in the 
Freemont community.

First Baptist Church, Trezevant, ordained 
Tommy Crocker to the gospel ministry last 
month. A student at Union University, 
Jackson, he is the pastor of Scott’s Hill Bap
tist Church, Scotts Hill. Participating on the 
program were: King Thetford, John Adams. 
James E. Humphreys, William Browning, 
John Rummage, and J.G. Wise.

James D. Douglas was recently ordained as 
a deacon at Boulevard Baptist Church in 
Memphis. Assisting in the service were D.M. 
Pickier, pastor emeritus of Boulevard, and 
D.M. Renick. Acie L. Ford is pastor of the 
church.

Carlton E. Connelly, pastor of Fountain 
Head Baptist Church in Sumner County, was 
ordained to the gospel ministry by Grandview 
Baptist Church in Nashville. Grandview 
pastor Charles E. Dennis presided over the 
service; and Marion E. Smith, pastor of Fair
view Baptist Church, Nashville, preached the 
ordination sermon.

Carey M. Johnson was licensed to the 
gospel ministry by First Baptist Church in 
Bolivar. The son of W. Jeryl and Agnes Vin
cent Johnson, he is a student at Union Univer
sity in Jackson where he is majoring in 
religion. George C. Johnson Jr. is pastor.

Shelbyville Mills Baptist Church, 
Shelbyville, ordained Burt Landers as a 
deacon. Charles E. Brown is pastor.

Jimmy Smith and Joe Roberts were or
dained as deacons by Manley Baptist Church, 
Morristown. Richard H. Emmert delivered 
the ordination sermon.

Balmoral Baptist Church, Memphis, or
dained four new deacons earlier this month. 
They are: James Sellers, Harry Concklin, 
Wayne Bohannon, and David Humphreys. 
Philip Alison and James E. Humphreys Jr. 
assisted in the services.

A deacon ordination service was held 
recently at Wildersville Baptist Church, 
Wildersville. J.C. Halters, Denver Pratt, 
Johnny Lee, and Randy Crowe were or
dained. Wilford Hunter is pastor.

Valley View Baptist Church, Nashville, or
dained Ed Pregel as a deacon last month. The 

deacons of the church conducted the ordina
tion service, with the sermon being presented 
by Pastor Dwayne Sheumaker.

First Baptist Church in Friendsville or
dained Kenneth M. Smith as a deacon recent
ly. James Lawhorn,pastor’s assistant, led in 
the examination. Pastor Fred H. Garner 
preached the ordination sermon; and the can
didate’s father, Maurice Smith, led the or
dination prayer.

William G. Adler Jr. was ordained as a 
deacon at First Baptist Church in Man
chester. Murphy Martin is pastor.

George W. Hill, pastor of First Baptist 
Church in Huntingdon, announced the ordina
tion of three new deacons. It was a unique ex
perience for the church as a father and son 
team were ordained and the sheriff of Carroll 
County. The men are Hartle Hickman, John 
Robert Hickman, and Lawrence Garrett. 
James Humphreys, director of missions for 
Carroll Benton Association, brought the or
dination sermon. George W. Hill is pastor.

LEADERSHIP...
Guy H. Burger is serving as interim pastor 

at Mine City Baptist Church in Ducktown. He 
is a former pastor of Meadow View Baptist 
Church in Lawrenceburg and Salem Baptist 
Church in Liberty.

William J. Beshears has accepted a call to 
serve as minister of education and activities 
at Colonial Baptist Church in Memphis. He 
comes to the post from service as chaplain at 
the Federal Correctional Institution. Jack 
Sanford is pastor at Colonial.

John Burris, associate pastor at First Bap
tist Church in Donelson, has accepted the 
position of pastor of First Baptist Church in 
Sheffield, Ohio.

Park Avenue Baptist Church in Nashville 
called C. Stephen Smith as minister of music. 
A native of Nashville, he is a graduate of Bel
mont College in that city. He earned a 
graduate degree from Peabody College of 
Vanderbilt University. Bob Mowrey is pastor 
at Park Avenue.

Bill Kisner joined the staff of First Baptist 
Church in Somerville as full-time minister of 
youth and activities. He comes from a similar 
position at Malesus Baptist Church in 
Malesus. Fred C. Tubbs is pastor.

The Billy Graham Evangelistic Association 
has employed Ken Hunsberger as premiere 
coordinator. Hunsberger joined the Graham 
team after having served as minister of youth 
and music ministries at Scenic Hills Baptist 
Church, Memphis. William Burney is pastor 
at Scenic Hills.

In Dandridge, First Baptist Church called 
Peggy Secondine as youth director and Janice 
Kautz as music director. Robert McCray is 
pastor.

A.W. Clodfelter, pastor of First Baptist 
Church in Ridgely for the past five years, has 
accepted the pastorate of First Baptist 
Church in Taft, Tex. The church membership 
called James Jones as interim pastor. Jones 
is professor of Old Testament at Union 
University in Jackson. He is a graduate of 
Carson-Newman College in Jefferson City 
and Southern Baptist Theological Seminary, 
Louisville.

Don Schultz, pastor of Lincoln Baptist 
Church in Fayetteville, announced the call of 
Jan Peoples as minister of youth. Peoples 
comes to the post from Huntsville, Ala., 
where she served in a similar post at Locust 
Grove Baptist Church.

E.E, Deusner is presently serving as in

terim pastor of Calvary Baptist Church in 
Parsons. He resides in Lexington.

Valley View Baptist Church, Nashville, 
called Ken Harmon as minister of youth. Har
mon is a graduate of Belmont College in that 
city. He is already on the field. Dwayne 
Sheumaker is pastor.

In Haywood Association, Leland Parks is 
serving as minister of music and youth at Hol
ly Grove Baptist Church. He is a student at 
Union University in Jackson.

Robert Bowman is the new associate pastor 
of First Baptist Church in Concord. A Johnson 
City native, Bowman is a graduate of East 
Tennessee State University, Johnson City, 
and Southern Baptist Theological Seminary, 
Louisville. He comes to Concord from First 
Baptist Church, Laurens, S.C. Joe Stacker is 
pastor of the Concord congregation.

Mill Creek Baptist Church, Nashville 
Association, called James D. Keith as interim 
pastor. He is a former interim pastor in Con
cord Association churches.

Calvary Baptist Church in Alcoa called 
Danny Davis as full-time minister of music 
and youth. He has been serving part time in 
the post. William Small is pastor.

Rudy Fitts, former pastor of Sky View Bap
tist Church in Memphis and staff member of 
Hannibal-LeGrange Baptist College in Han
nibal, Mo., has joined the staff of Bennington 
Park Baptist Church in Memphis. He is serv
ing there as assistant pastor and minister of 
music. J. Paul Palmer is pastor.

The Natchez Trace Baptist Church, 
Camden, called Kenny Campbell as youth 
director. A native of Greenfield, Campbell is 
a freshman at Union University. Jackson. 
Jessie Brown is pastor of the Natchez Trace 
church.

Memphis congregation 
calls Grice as pastor

Members of Balmoral Baptist Church in 
Memphis called Ariis Grice as pastor recent
ly. He came to the new field of service last 
week.

A native of Florida, Grice came to the east 
Memphis pastorate from Trinity Baptist 
Church in the same city. He served that con
gregation as pastor for nearly four years. 
Prior to that, he pastored churches in 
Mississippi and Louisiana.

Active in denominational work, Grice has 
led pastors’ conference offices, association of
fices, and has participated in a Baptist 
crusade in Alaska with the Home Mission 
Board of the Southern Baptist Convention.

Warren G. Banks, associate pastor at 
Balmoral, served the congregation as interim 
pastor.

Unaka Avenue congregation 
elects Peters as pastor

Virgil R. Peters, pastor of First Baptist 
Church of Franklin, has accepted the 
pastorate of Unaka Avenue Baptist Church of 
Johnson City.

A past member of the Executive Board of 
the Tennessee Baptist Convention, Peters 
also served as a member of the board of direc
tors of the Tennessee Baptist Children’s 
Homes, president of the Tennessee Baptist 
Pastors' Conference, and director of Ten
nessee Baptist Service Corporation. He is a 
member of the Board of Trust for Baptist 
Hospital in Nashville.

Prior to assuming the Franklin position, 
Peters led Baptist congregations for Falling 
Water, Chattanooga; Central, Athens; First, 
Dayton; and Saturn Drive, Nashville.

The church at Franklin has added more 
than 700 new members during the past 10 
years and the budget has increased from 
$48,000 to $190,000.

Bullring collapses;
Baptists respond

BOGOTA, Colombia (BP)—A medical team 
from Baptist Hospital in Barranquilla is help
ing to treat about 500 persons injured in the 
collapse of Colombia’s largest bullring. Early 
reports indicate 147 died in the disaster in 
Sincelejo.

The team is headed by Robert L. Edwards, 
a Southern Baptist missionary physician sta
tioned at the Barranquilla hospital. Edwards, 
disaster relief coordinator for Colombia, 
chartered a plane to take medicine and 
medical supplies to Sincelejo.

The Southern Baptist Foreign Mission 
Board also released $5,000 on an emergency 
basis to assist in relief efforts in Sincelejo, a 
city located about 200 miles southwest of Bar
ranquilla.

News reports said five sections of the bull
ring’s crowded wooden grandstand collapsed 
Jan. 20 as an estimated 40,000 persons packed 
the ring. About 3,000 were in the sections that 
collapsed. Recent heavy rains, which sof
tened the ground under the bullring founda
tions, were blamed for the disaster.

West Tennessee pastors 
slate Feb. 8 banquet

The West Tennessee Baptist Pastors’ Con
ference will hold its annual Valentine Ban
quet Feb. 8. The banquet, which will begin at 
7:00 p.m., is scheduled for the cafeteria of 
Union University, Jackson.

The banquet will be for all church staff 
workers and their wives.

Speakers for the occasion will be Grady 
Cothen, president of the Baptist Sunday 
School Board, Nashville.

★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★ 
* *
* Citizen s Corner 4

By Jerry M. Self 
Public affairs and Christian life 

consultant u.
Ray Davis, representative to the General 

Assembly from Milan, is attempting to launch 
a major attack on drug traffic. His effort is 
called Project CAANAN—Coordinated Attack 
Against Narcotics Activities Now-.

At present, federal and state law enforce
ment agencies concen
trate on metropolitan 
areas and “the highest 
echelons, biggest 
deals, and the largest 
quantities of seized 
contrabands.”

Much of the state is 
ignored in this ap
proach. Some local 
law enforcement agen
cies have fought dn g 
traffic successfully un s.lf
a limited scale, but to do so is frustrating and 
inefficient.

Project CAANAN divided the state into 10 
narcotics operating areas and establishes 
means of cooperation between law enforce
ment agencies. This allows the sharing of 
personnel and information. The focus of the 
project would be on the mid-range people in 
the drug flow, those who provide the vital con
necting link between supplier and user.

Pressure of this sort would not totally 
eliminate drug abuse, of course, but it could 
drive major narcotics sources out of the state.

Davis’ bill will run into difficulty because of 
its price tag. To do the job right would take 
nearly $8-million. A partial approach might 
have a better chance of passage but would be 
less effective.

According to Davis, the same drugs can be 
found in rural west Tennessee that are 
available in Memphis. Because he has two 
preschool sons, he would like to see some ef
fective drug traffic legislation. “You can’t 
fight organized crime,” says Davis, “with 
disorganized law enforcement.”

Project CAANAN bears the title HB1458. 
Senator Tommy Burks has sponsored the 
companion bill SB1849. The General 
Assembly needs to know of your interest in 
these bills.
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A WARM RECEPTION — Keith Parks (left), executive director of the Foreign Mis
sion Board, shakes hands with Ernest Pippin, associate executive secretary of the 
Tennessee Baptist Foundation and a former foreign missionary. Looking on are 
Jerry Self (extreme left), TBC public affairs and Christian Life consultant; Bill 
O'Brien (center), director of denominational coordination for the Foreign Mission 
Board; Jonas Stewart, executive secretary of the Foundation; and O.M. Dangeau, 
director of the TBC Cooperative Program and stewardship promotion. The Ten
nessee Baptist Convention office hosted the reception for Parks and O'Brien on 
Jan. 24.

Iran warned America, 
says Baptist chaplain

Rogers joins crusade...
(Continued from page 3)

although they are resolutions of those bodies 
meeting at those times. “I am strongly op
posed to any state-supported religion, but I do 
not believe in separation of God and govern
ment and neither did our founding fathers.”

Rogers said, “The Supreme Court did not 
ban voluntary prayer in public schools, it is 
true. Many public schools are at fault for 
misinterpreting the decisions. But the bottom 
line is that we have come to an almost anti
God and humanistic approach in some of our 
school systems because of their misapplica
tion of the Supreme Court rulings.”

He said that in his view “all this legislation 
(the Helms effort) does is take this jurisdic
tion from the Supreme Court and place it in 
the hands of local bodies. I would be opposed 
to the enforcement of prayer, but I also feel 
that local bodies should control and interpret 
what we mean by voluntary prayer.”

Others on the coalition’s list of sponsors 
besides the five Southern Baptist ministers, 
Fallwell, Robertson and Bakker include Bill 
Bright of Campus Crusade for Christ, Ben 
Armstrong of the National Religious Broad
casters, Robert Dugan of the National 
Association of Evangelicals, and Southern 
Baptist layman E.E. McAteer, one of the 
country’s best known spokesmen for conser
vative political causes. 1 'cAteer is a member 
of Bellevue Baptist Church, where Rogers is 
pastor.

At a news conference held in conjunction 
with the religious broadcasters convention, 
U.S. Rep. Philip Crane, R-Ill., a presidential 
candidate, announced his support for the 
coalition. Crane is widely considered the most 
conservative of all 1980 presidential hopefuls.

Crane said his “cooperation” with the coali
tion was motivated by “deep commitment” to 
“the need to return to fundamental principles 
in education, the need to preserve basic con
stitutional functions, and the need to reaffirm 
our moral and religious heritage.”

The Illinois congressman pledged to join 
the efforts of Senator Helms, who has long led 
the forces for so-called “voluntary” prayer in 
the schools.

Specifically, Crane vowed to fight in the 
U.S. House of Representatives to bring 
Helms’ prayer language to a vote. It is cur
rently stalled in the House Judiciary Commit
tee, chaired by U.S. Rep. Peter W. Rodino Jr., 
D-N.J.

Helms’ language passed the Senate last 
year after being added as an amendment to S. 
450, a bill designed to improve the machinery 
of federal courts. The bill is expected to die in 
Rodino’s committee.

Before passing the Helms language, the 
Senate stripped it from another bill calling for 

the formation of the new Department of 
Education, a measure which eventually 
passed both houses of Congress and was 
signed into law by President Carter.

Crane said he will seek the signatures of 218 
members of the House on a discharge petition 
which would force the issue to the floor for a 
vote. The parliamentary device is rarely used 
and even more rarely is it successful.

Sale delayed...
(Continued from page 1) 

voted on Dec. 19 to allocate up to $8,000 for 
repairs and replacement of equipment. Last 
week, an additional $5,600 was approved.

As of last week, the Executive Board has 
spent $371,138.93 to keep Belmont Plaza from 
going into default. Additional expenses pro
jected include $200,000 toward the cost of issu
ing the new bonds and mortgage payments 
for February and March (approximately 
$75,000).

Belmont Plaza was constructed by the Ten
nessee Baptist Service Corporation with a 
$5-million bond issue, but was unable to open 
when completed Feb. 1, 1979, because of the 
lack of operational funds. At a called special 
session of the Tennessee Baptist Convention 
April 6, 1979, the messengers voted to sell or 
to transfer the facility to some other organiza
tion and remove the liability of the TBSC.

At last November’s TBC, the messengers 
voted to sell the facility to Belmont Plaza 
Inc., said to be a group of Baptist lay people, 
who would issue new bonds, the proceeds 
from which would be invested in U.S. govern
ment securities which would mature and pay 
off the old bonds.

The next meeting of the Belmont Plaza 
group will be Feb. 20.

Carr P. Collins dies
DALLAS (BP) — Carr P. Collins of Dallas, 

insurance executive and Baptist philan
thropist, died Jan. 17 at Baylor University 
Medical Center in Dallas after a long illness. 
He was 87.

Collins, founder and organizer of Fidelity 
Union Life Insurance Co., was a member and 
deacon of Park Cities Baptist Church, Dallas. 
A staunch believer in Christian education, he 
donated substantial gifts to a number of Bap
tist colleges as well as other Southern Baptist 
causes.

He was one of the founders of the Baptist 
Foundation of Texas and a trustee and con
tributor to Baylor University Medical Center 
in Dallas, and a former member of the Ex
ecutive Committee of the Southern Baptist 
Convention.

By Robert O’Brien
NASHVILLE (BP)—The American govern

ment should not have been surprised at the 
takeover of the U.S. embassy in Iran because 
it had plenty of warning before the event took 
place last Nov. 4, a Southern Baptist 
clergyman who visited Iran said here.

John Walsh, Baptist chaplain at Princeton 
University, said high Iranian leaders told him 
that high American officials were warned by 
the Iranian government on Oct. 9, 1979, and 
again on Oct. 22 that an incident would take 
place if the deposed shah of Iran entered the 
United States.

That incident, U.S. leaders were told on 
Oct. 22, would probably involve the U.S. em
bassy, Walsh related in a question-answer 
session with some employees of the Baptist 
Sunday School Board during a visit to 
Nashville.

Walsh was one of a group of seven 
clergymen invited by Iranian leaders to visit 
the country Dec. 22 to Jan. 3 as an outgrowth 
of an interdenominational prayer vigil on the 
Iranian crisis at the Statue of Liberty on Dec. 
13. During the visit, the group met with the 
students, the Ayatollah Khomeini, two other 
ayatollahs, and the major current and former 
Iranian officials.

Walsh said he was told that the U.S. govern
ment and the Iranian government had been 
talking since early June about whether the 
shah should come to the U.S. for, medical 
treatment.

He said the students at the embassy showed 
the group what they said were some of the 
secret telex messages in the files of the em
bassy. One of the telex messages sent in early 
July, purportedly by an embassy staffer to 
the U.S. State Department, said, “We still 
have to come up with a good ploy to excuse 
letting the shah into the country.”

“That’s why, Walsh said, “when the world 
was told in late October that the shah was 
desperately ill, nobody in Iran believed it for 
a minute.”

Walsh emphasized that he is not saying that 
the shah’s illness is a hoax but that Iranians 
believe “the seriousness of the illness was a 
hoax...Even now the doctors in New York who 
were the shah’s physicians have been willing 
to admit that the nature of his illness was not 
such that the New York hospital was the only 
one in the world he could have come to.”

“I don’t sympathize with the holding of the 
hostages, I condemn it,” Walsh declared. 
“They (the students holding the hostages) ad
mit the illegality and immorality of their act. 
The first thing the students in the embassy 
said to us was: ‘We know it’s illegal’.”

Walsh said one reason the students are 
holding the hostages is because they believe it 
is the only way to get Americans to face what 
their government did to support the shah’s 
regime, during which they said he had 
thousands of Iranian citizens tortured.

“Amnesty International called the shah 
probably the worst dictator in the world in 
1976,” Walsh said. “That was at the height of 
when Idi Amin was killing most of the people 
he was killing in Uganda—and Amnesty In
ternational said the shah was worse.

“That’s one of the things the Iranian people 
want us to understand,” Walsh said. “The 
American people are really beginning to say 
that the shah was a bad guy, but we haven’t 
seen the evidence. I think that once you see 
the evidence (of U.S. participation), you will 
be outraged as human beings that our country 
participated in it and helped them.

“The Iranians charge that the CIA trained 
SAVAK (the shah’s secret police) in torture 
methods,” Walsh said. “The evidence is that 
we not only brought him to power in 1953 and 
arranged a coup in that country in 1953, but 
we kept him in power all those years.

“So when our country refers to the ‘ter
rorists’ inside the embassy, those students 
say to us, ‘You are the terrorists. What you 
did to our country for 27 years was the ter
rorism. We’re now trying to call your hand on 
it. We want you to know what you were doing.

We don’t hold the American people responsi
ble, we hold the American government 
responsible’.”

Walsh said the Iranians have what they 
believe is “credible evidence that the U.S. has 
been busy since the revolution” trying to help 
Shaphur Baktiar to return to power. Baktiar, 
appointed by the shah as prime minister 
before he fled, was also forced to flee. He 
reportedly has announced he is forming an ar
my to return to Iran, Walsh said.

“The Iranians are convinced that we (the 
U.S.) have continued to support the shah and 
Baktiar against the people’s revolution and 
that’s another reason they’re holding the em
bassy,” Walsh said. “They want our people to 
know that we are continuing to have complici
ty in what’s going on in Iran.”

Walsh said he believes Iran ejected the 
American media from Iran because they 
were concentrating on the hostages in the em
bassy and not giving attention to the causes 
lying behind the embassy takeover.

He said he “does not foresee returning to 
Iran” at some future date to again participate 
in dialogue about the release of the hostages. 
“I don’t want to toot the horn, but I really 
honestly believe that our conversations in the 
two-week period the seven of us were there 
opened a floodgate for dialogue and conversa
tion.”

Although the seven did not go as official 
representatives of the U.S., the U.S. govern
ment did everything possible to facilitate 
their trip, Walsh said. He added that at least 
three of the group have talked with high U.S. 
officials since their return.

He believes that the next step before the 
hostages are released will have to be an inter
national tribunal to investigate the shah—or 
at least beginning steps toward such a 
tribunal “as a good faith gesture.”

Walsh, who has worked with students for 
seven years, said the persons the clergymen 
talked to inside the embassy were, in their 
opinion, actually devout Muslim students— 
not Marxist terrorists.

He said the students told them they would 
die to protect the lives of the hostages to keep 
Islam from being “defamed before the eyes of 
the world.”

“They really believe that our government 
might be willing to do something to create an 
incident that might cause harm to the 
Americans being held,” Walsh said. “So as 
few people as possible see them for security 
reasons.

“One of their comments was: ‘Your govern
ment knew there was an American prisoner 
of war camp in Hiroshima, but you still 
dropped the (atomic) bomb’.”

Criswell recovering 
from heart attack

DALLAS (BP)—W.A. Criswell, pastor of 
the 20,000-member First Baptist Church of 
Dallas, is recovering from exhaustion and a 
mild heart attack which he suffered Jan. 13.

Criswell, scheduled to speak at the recent 
Tennessee Baptist Evangelism Conference in 
Nashville, had to cancel the engagement due 
to his hospitalization.

First Baptist Church administrator Charles 
R. Bristow said the 70-year-old pastor of 
Southern Baptists’ largest congregation is ex
pected to be released from the hospital soon 
and rest at home for a few weeks.

“At Dr. Criswell’s current rate of progress, 
we expect he will be back in the pulpit by 
March 1,” said Bristow. The heart attack 
“resulted in no change in the function of the 
heart,” he added.

Criswell, a former president of the Southern 
Baptist Convention, had been writing a book 
and maintaining a heavy schedule of speak
ing engagements besides his normal schedule 
at the church. He recently participated in the 
Mission to Brazil Campaign, a joint effort of 
Brazilian Baptists, Texas Baptists and the 
Southern Baptist Foreign Mission Board.
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"The Old Woman Who Lived 
in a Shoe" Syndrome

(The following article Is reprinted from Care 'N 
Share, a monthly publication by the Child Care 
Department of the Oklahoma Baptist State Con
vention. Dr. Lowell Milburn is Director of this sister 
agency.)

Lowell D. Milburn
’’There was an old woman who lived in a shoe. 

She had so many children she didn't know what to 
do. She fed them some broth without any bread, 
spanked them all soundly, and put them to bed."

Dr. Diane Willis, Chief of Pediatrics, Child Study 
Center, Oklahoma University, says that this 
familiar nursery rhyme 
speaks of what is hap
pening to children in our 
world today. It speaks of 
poverty, frustration, 
deprivation, and possibly 
violence.

In a recent Child Care 
Workshop at the Univer
sity of Texas, Dr. Willis 
expressed concern that 
Oklahoma and Texas 
rank among the highest 
of the states in violence toward children. She 
spoke of Child Care workers' responsibility to try 
to meet children's needs.

I. Children need to learn to love. They must 
learn to accept and give love. Love is a learned 
phenomena. All other needs revolve around the 
basic need of love. Some youth have grown up 
unloved and have become unlovable. How do we 
teach someone to love? (1) Make your relationship 
with the child as meaningful as possible. Talk to 
him and respect feelings. Love comes when the 
child can form a bond of attachment to someone. 
(2) We teach love by providing continuity of rela
tionship. Offer a chance to be a part of a family in 
which he is wanted. One of the reasons some 
children are so disturbed is that they have been 
moved from foster home to foster home or institu
tion to institution and have never been able to 
form a continuous relationship. (3) We teach them 
to love by providing a model. They model the 
behavior of adults they know. Every child needs at 
least one significant person involved in his life.

II. Children need to learn trust. Most boys and 
girls who come to us have learned that adults can 
be abusive and untrustworthy. They have lost faith 
in people. How can we restore their faith? We can 
build trust by being trustworthy. Young people 
need adults who are predictable. So often children 
come from a faulty environment. Their needs have 
not been met because of a neglectful, loveless, or 
alcoholic parent.

III. Youth need to learn acceptance and security. 
Meeting basic needs for food, clothing, and shelter 
are so important. This gives the child a sense of 
belonging. We should beware of threatening a 
child with removal from the cottage in which he 
lives.

IV. They need to learn some positive feelings 
about themselves. They need someone to respect 
them for what they are and as they are. We should 
respect their abilities, thoughts, feelings, and 
desires. We should give more compliments than 
criticisms.

V. Boys and girls need to learn how to cope. 
They learn to cope by being exposed to the world 
in small doses. They learn by participating in all 
types of activities. We can help them develop skills 
in dealing with situations.

VI. Children need to learn |oy. We should pro
vide some happy times in the cottages. They 
should be able to look forward to going on a pic-

"Where There Is 
A Will

There is A Way"
This saying I have heard 

almost all of my life. I am sure 
many of you have too. These 
words cause me to think:

1. If I should die without a 
Will there would likely 
be NO WAY for my estate 
to be divided like I 
wanted it.

2. I know my estate will be 
small but without a Will 
my wife would be left to 
the mercy of the state. 
This would be true if we 

had minor children depending on us.
3. An estate does not have to be large to 

require a Will.
4. Everyone needs a Will. If you haven't made 

definite plans for distribution of your property 
when you die, as if your plans are not drawn 
up according to the laws of Tennessee, you're 
courting chaos for your family. That is true 
especially for your youngsters who cannot yet 
manage on their own.

For one thing, without adequate planning you 
relinquish control over how your property will be 
divided among your heirs and when they will 
receive it.

Please, starting right now, do not rest until you 
and those you love are protected.

You may wish to remember the needs of the 
Tennessee Baptist Children's Homes in your Will. 
Then part of what you had can live on and on in the 
lives of boys and girls that are helped by your 
‘Way and Will."

If you desire information on ways you can help 
the Tennessee Baptist Children's Homes, now or in 
your Will, let us know.

The Tennessee Baptist Foundation, Dr. Jonas L. 
Stewart, Executive Secretary, will be happy to give 
assistance in preparing your Will.

A Loved One 
Remembered

While it is true that bouquets are best given to 
the living, there is an appropriate way to honor the 
memory of a loved one.

The Christ who will ultimately conquer death is 
the same Christ who loved little children. And a 
memorial gift to Tennessee Baptist Children’s 
Homes will allow the love of God to flow to 
children, in the name of your loved one.

Gifts will be acknowledged by a letter to the 
family, letting it know that the memory of the 
deceased is helping provide medical care and 
educational opportunities to children in need.

Enclose the form below with your gift or simply 
include the necessary information on a separate 
piece of paper.

MEMORIAL FORM—Please fill in and mail 
with your contribution

Date_______________________________

Name of Deceased______________________

City and State___________________________

Letter of Acknowledgement to go to:

Full Name _____________________________

Street Address___________________________

Donor is—

Name _________________________________

Street Address___________________________

City and State___________________________ 
Mail to:

Tennessee Baptist Children's Homes, Inc.
P.O. Box 347
Brentwood, Tennessee 37027

nic, some athletic event, or school activity. We 
have responsibility to bring joy to the lives of boys 
and girls.

Tennyson said, ”1 am a part of all whom I have 
met." Child care workers can help meet the 
children's needs by sharing themselves and setting 
a good example, thereby giving assurance that life 
is worth living.

Advertisement

What Is A Houseparent?
A houseparent is a rare combination of doctor, 

lawyer, and Indian chief...He/she is a competent 
child therapist with a one-week summer workshop 
certificate as proof. He/she is an underpaid 
babysitter, an over-worked domestic manager... 
He/she is an expert in food service, building 
maintenance, fashion, problem behavior, and 
group dynamics...He/she has to be shrewd as a 
Philadelphia lawyer and gentle as an indulgent 
grandmother. She is a strict disciplinarian with a 
twinkle In her eye, a minister to all who pass her 
way...

He/she is a humorist in a crisis, a doctor in an 
emergency, a referee, an advisor, a song leader, 
entertainer, and coach. He is the example of com
petent adulthood in worn-out tennis shoes, baggy 
sweatshirt, and a hat two sizes too large... .

Houseparents, dislike getting up early, teacher 
in-service days, egg salad sandwiches, rainy 
Saturdays, stray socks left in the dryer, finding wet 
towels under the bed, and things that go bump in 
the night.

Houseparents are fond of children, gerbils, left
overs, short staff meetings, naps after lunch, get
ting a letter from the kid that left last week, learn
ing a new game, and being off-duty when the 
plumbing overflows...

Houseparents are handy for patching up broken 
friendships, bloody noses, and torn jeans...

Who but a houseparent can cure an acute case 
of homesickness, play sixteen games of checkers 
in a row and still be excited, read Jack and Jill 13 
times non-stop, or eat four Rice Krispy treats at a 
sitting?

He/she will go up the wall if she hears one more 
’ Didn't you know you were supposed to..." One 
more “Johnny's got my... called me a... hit me in 
the..." One more “We’ve never done it that way 
before..." One more “If you loved me, you'd let me 
do what I want to..."

He/she is asked to repair ten years of damage 
to Sally in a few months, make Jerry into a man, 
counsel and rehabilitate Pete, erase all of Tina's 
psychic scars, be a role model to Steve, allow Cin
dy to be an individual, and help Ricky adjust to the 
group...

For all this he/she is paid enough to buy a 
second-hand text in psychology, a bottle of 
aspirin, a new pair of socks, and a heating pad for 
the back. You wonder how he/she can stand the 
pace and the pressure. You wonder if he/she 
realizes how much she is really worth. And you 
realize that she can never be paid enough for what 
she does, except that in her giving, she receives 
-just as God promised...

What is a houseparent? He/she is a person, a 
mere human being. Cut him and he bleeds. 
He/she is a called-out, committed life that God

Worth Quoting
A child is a person who is going to carry on what 

you have started. He is going to sit where you are 
sitting and, when you are gone, attend to those 
things which you think are important. You may 
adopt all the policies you please, but how they will 
be carried out depends on him. He will assume 
control of your cities, states, nations. He is going 
to move in and take over your churches, schools, 
universities, and corporations. All your books are 
going to be judged, praised or condemned by him. 
The fate of humanity is in his hands. Teach him 
well. —Abraham Lincoln. 

mysteriously uses to do His work in the world. 
Through them comes the faith that teaches a child 
that the world is an okay place...The hope that 
makes kids want to try again...The redemptive 
love of Christ that bears, believes, hopes, endures 
all things...

What is God like?
A teacher in Berea, Ohio, suggested the 

children in her class take some T.V. phrases from 
the commercials and see if they could make them 
applicable to God. The sentiments are as genuine 
as the faith of a child.

God is like Bayer aspirin - He works wonders.
God is like Dial soap - He gives you 'round the 

clock protection.
God is like FORD - He's got the better idea.
God is like Pan Am - He makes the going great.
God is like Coke - He's the real thing!
God is like Scope - He makes you feel fresh.
God is like General Electric Bulbs - He lights our 

path.
God is like Hallmark cards - He cared enough to 

send the very best.

Social Worker 
at Johnson City

The new ministry that was begun at Johnson City 
continues. We have a social worker whose office is 
graciously provided by the Holston Association in 
their Associational Office Building. Mr. Ben 
Franklin is a native of Johnson City. He is a 
dedicated Christian. He is in the field of social 
service as a result of a very definite leadership of 
the Holy Spirit. He is a compassionate, concerned 
person who has the skills to help those dependent 
and neglected children who seek his help.

We believe this work has enabled us to see 
some very real needs in the area that TBCH can 
meet. The national direction in Child Care seems 
to be the operation of a “group home" to serve the 
immediate area. This concept has some very 
definite advantages. The children served would be 
near a parent or relative. Regular visits could more 
easily be made. It would probably allow for a 
faster turnover. The group home would operate 
under the supervision of the nearest Campus.

There has been no action taken by the Board of 
Trustees. The matter has been discussed by the Ex
ecutive Committee. The matter must be more fully 
explored before any recommendation can be 
made by the TBCH Board.

Make this a matter of prayer. It is the desire of 
Tennessee Baptist Children's Homes to serve the 
largest number of people throughout our entire 
state.

Piano Lessons Provided
Boys and girls at the Memphis Home are given 

the opportunity of taking piano if they so desire. 
We have consistently encouraged the boys and 
girls to develop their talents in music. Some are 
willing to pay the price in practice. And that prac
tice always seems to come just at the time when 
something else would be more interesting.

Three ladies graciously give of their time and 
talent to come weekly to the Memphis Campus to 
teach piano to those who wish to study. We are 
most grateful to Mrs. Doris Layne shown in the pic
ture helping two of our girls. Also, Mrs. Lydia 
Moore and Mrs. Muriel Briggs are to be com
mended for their gracious service.
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Financial picture improves 
for international seminary

RICHMOND, Va. (BP) — The financially- 
troubled International Baptist Theological 
Seminary in Ruschlikon, Switzerland, is not 
yet free of financial woes, but the end of 1979 
saw its budget in the black.

“The financial problems continue,” says 
J.D. Hughey, the Southern Baptist Foreign 
Mission board’s secretary for Europe and the 
Middle East, “but economizing at the 
seminary and contributions from European 
Baptists have relieved some of the financial 
pressure.

“Prices seem extremely high in 
Switzerland for those depending on dollars, 
but for those dealing in Swiss francs, not so 
bad,” says Hughey. Until seven or eight years 
ago the dollar was worth about 4.3 francs. 
Now it is worth 1.5 francs and exchange rates 
have, in recent years, dipped even lower.

Inflation isn’t so much the problem in 
Switzerland as it is in other countries, Hughey 
explains. The more pressing problem at the

Christian Life Commission 
schedules conferences

NASHVILLE—Authorities in family life 
and the moral issues of the 1980 elections will 
be featured in conferences sponsored by the 
Christian Life Commission of the Southern 
Baptist Convention in June and July.

A conference on Families in Christian 
Perspective is scheduled, June 28-July 4, at 
Ridgecrest (N.C.) Baptist Conference Center, 
featuring David Mace, family life expert 
from Winston-Salem, N.C., and Charles Pet
ty, executive director of the North Carolina 
governor’s office of citizen affairs.

A conference on The Issues in the 1980 Elec
tions is scheduled for July 19-25 at the 
Glorieta (N.M.) Baptist Conference Center, 
featuring Glen Stassen, professor of Christian 
ethics, Southern Baptist Theological 
Seminary, Louisville, Ky.; and William 
Elder, director of Christian citizenship 
development for the Christian Life Commis
sion, Nashville.

National Church Furnishings, Inc. 
1123 Church Street, Suite 408 
Nashville, Tennessee 37203 
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seminary now is that the approximately 
$300,000 subsidy provided by Southern Bap
tists makes up nearly half of the seminary’s 
operating budget — and those subsidy dollars 
must be exchanged for Swiss francs.

Southern Baptists sponsored the seminary 
when it began in 1949 and have continued to 
contribute to its support. However, in 1976, 
the Foreign Mission Board was forced to 
reassess its role in the seminary operation 
when the exchange rate of Swiss francs for 
dollars began to drop.

The board requested then that emphasis be 
placed on financial management and on in
creasing income from students and European 
sources, with only minimal increases in the 
board’s subsidy.

A year and a half later the board offered 
European Baptists financial and ad
ministrative responsibility for a five-year 
period with the possibility of renewal.

The board agreed to provide the $300,000 an
nual subsidy to the seminary’s operating 
budget between 1979 and 1983, with a $5,000 in
crease each year starting this year.

But Hughey says “other funds may have to 
be made available for urgent repairs or 
capital needs of the seminary.”

Currently 53 students are enrolled at the 
school, about the same as a year ago. Morale 
among the faculty and students is still good, 
Hughey says, despite the fiscal problems and 
the fact that Isam E. Ballenger, a Southern 
Baptist missionary, has resigned as seminary 
president effective April 30.

Ballenger had been serving both as 
seminary president and as the Foreign Mis
sion board’s field representative for Europe, 
but he indicated he could not continue to hold 
both positions on a long-range basis.

Volunteer construction consultants 
pave the way for summer work crews

By Marv Knox
ATLANTA, Ga. (BP)—Summer growing 

pains will come with less-than-usual trauma 
this year for many Southern Baptist 
churches.

That’s because seven volunteers are spend
ing winter and spring months helping con
gregations plan for facilities that other 
volunteers will help to build—when warmer 
weather finally arrives.

The volunteers are construction consultants 
for the special mission ministries department 
of the Southern Baptist Home Mission Board. 
They help churches know the resources 
available and how to make the best use of 
them, said Bill Wilson, the board’s special 
mission ministries consultant. His duties in
clude directing the consulting service and 
coordinating volunteer adult construction 
groups assigned by the board.

The consultants also help Wilson assign the 
proper number of volunteer construction 
crews to each church—a task that affects the 
stewardship of time and talents for hundreds 
of people.

“Last summer, we assigned 86 groups to 
work on 49 churches all across the United 
States,” he said. “We’ll probably send out 
over 100 groups—1,500 people—to about 75 
churches this year.

“With that many projects handled through 
the Home Mission Board’s office in Atlanta— 
often thousands of miles from the churches— 
communication can fail, resulting in stalled 
construction efforts,” he explained. “That’s 
why we decided to create this consulting serv
ice.

“Now, we don’t have to worry about trying 
to work out long-distance details with some
one who may or may not know anything about 
construction,” he said. “Our consultant can 
meet with a church’s building committee and 
make sure it is on the right track.

“Each consultant has a set of questions he 
asks to see how much planning has been done. 
He can size up the situation, give the church

UNIFORM SERIES
Lesson for Sunday, February 3

Woman of Samaria
By Hyran E. Barefoot, academic dean 

Union University, Jackson

i - A
Barefoot

Basic Passage: John 4:1-42
Focal Passage: John 4:7-11, 25-30, 39

Previous lessons in this series in John’s 
Gospel have centered upon persons who had a 
very close contact with Jesus and who en
joyed an intimate relationship with Him.

Beginning with the lesson today, we enter a 
new unit of study in John’s Gospel entitled 
“Receiving Jesus’ 
Love and Care.” The 
interest of this unit 
will be focused upon 
people who had differ
ing needs in life and 
upon Jesus who met 
those needs. Not all of 
these will be “signs” 
in the stricter sense of 
John’s use of that 
term, but all of them 
will be presenting the 
true divine nature of Jesus and His concerns 
in the world. John’s purpose, no doubt, is to 
present Jesus very clearly to us in order that 
we may see Him as He is, believe in Him as 
God’s unique Son, and to imitate His kind of 
action in our world.

Living Water for a Thirsting 
Samaritan John 4:7-15

Jesus left Judea for Galilee in order to 
avoid even the appearance of competition be
tween Himself and John the Baptist. His go
ing through Samaria was not a geographical 
necessity but was rather His sense of a divine 
constraint (4:6). The shorter way from Judea 
to Galilee was through Samaria, but Jews 
normally took the longer route by way of 
Transjordan in order to avoid the Samaritan 

advice on proper preparation, and tell us how 
many groups will be needed to complete the 
project.”

Wilson said the service should benefit both 
the churches and the volunteer construction 
groups. Churches will be assured of having 
the manpower to finish their buildings, and 
construction crews will be assured of having 
necessary preparations completed when they 
arrive on the scene.' _

The consultants also work in cooperation 
with the Baptist Sunday School Board’s 
church architecture department and the 
Home Mission Board’s church loans division.

Input from these groups adds depth to the 
long-term architectural and financial 
planning offered by the service, available 
without cost to churches in “new work” area 
planning to build, Wilson said.

Hastings to lead 
writers' workshop

NASHVILLE—The annual writers’ 
workshop, sponsored by the Southern Baptist 
Sunday School Board, will feature Southern 
Baptist author and editor Robert Hastings 
during five major presentations of the June 
23-27 conference.

To be conducted at the board’s Church Pro
gram Training Center, the workshop is an in
troduction to professional writing, designed to 
help both new and experienced writers 
develop essential skills.

Hastings, director of communications for 
the Illinois Baptist State Association and 
editor of The Illinois Baptist, will lead ses
sions on myths about writing, the basics of 
clear writing, creativity and imagination in 
writing, how to conduct interviews, and how 
to benefit from a journal of feelings.

Editors of Sunday School Board publica
tions will lead sessions on writing oppor
tunities through board publications, along 
with special-interest conference on writing 
for families, adults, youth, and children.

region. Jesus apparently went through 
Samaria in order to encounter Samaritans, 
minister to them, and to show Himself a 
Universal Saviour.

Jesus’ encounter with the woman of 
Samaria at Jacob’s well presented many 
problems to be overcome in the light of the 
established pattern of that day. She was a 
Samaritan racially, a member of a half-breed 
race of people despised by the Jews for many 
centuries. She was a woman, and Jewish men 
did not talk with women in public, not even 
their own wives. She was a disreputable 
woman with a questionable background, and 
He was a Jewish religious teacher. Religious
ly, He was a Jew and she was a Samaritan, 
which the Jews looked upon as a perversion of 
their own religion and thus not the true people 
of God.

All of these barriers were breached by 
Jesus as He asked her for a drink of water. 
Her amazement is mirrored in her answer to 
Him and in John’s explanation that Jews do 
not use the same food vessels with 
Samaritans (vs. 9).

Just as Jesus’ initial contact with her was in 
terms of water, something needy and close at 
hand, so He continued to use this as an ap
proach to her deeper life needs. Water is a 
natural symbol since it is the source of life 
itself. As is so often true in John’s Gospel, 
thought is progressing on two levels. She is 
thinking only of physical water which must be 
drawn and carried repetitiously from the 
well. In contrast, he is talking not about water 
which satisfied for a time but when wells up 
within a person like a living fountain and 
becomes a source of permanent supply. The 
woman did not fully understand, but she was 
led by curiosity and desire to ask Jesus to give 
her that water.

However superficial and selfish her re
quest, she had been led to search for 
something more important and better. This 
gave Jesus the opportunity to deal with her 
personally in terms of her own life needs. He 
abandoned the symbol of water and turned to 
her own personal life which was in disarray 
and talked about true worship of the living 
God.

Living Water Received and
Passed on to Others John 4:25-30, 39

The woman learned much in the course of 
her conversation with Jesus. She learned that 
God was Spirit and that worship of Him was 
not so much dependent on where one wor
shipped as how one worshipped (vs. 24 “in 
spirit and truth.”) She had first thought of 
Jesus as a Jew who had nothing to do with 
Samaritans; but in the light of His knowledge, 
she was led to think of Him as a prophet (vs. 
19). Finally, she learned that He was that 
Messianic figure of the future in whoiQ she 
believed and who would be able to unveil all 
aspects of the future age (vs. 26). In Jesus, 
the future had become the present.

Armed with her new knowledge, however 
shallow or however incomplete it might be, 
the woman rushed back to her village to 
spread the word. Her water jar may have 
been left in haste or for the use of Jesus or 
because living water may be carried within 
the heart.

Her testimony to fellow citizens was given 
with much hesitation possibly because of her 
continuing wonder or because her 
background did not lend itself very well to 
religious testimony to acquaintances (vs. 29, 
“This one isn’t the Christ, is He?”). But her 
hesitant testimony was enough to lead others 
to investigate for themselves, and they first 
believed because of her testimony to His en
compassing knowledge (vs. 39) but finally 
because they had heard for themselves and 
now knew that He was indeed the Saviour of 
the world (vs. 42).

A very unlikely witness had become the 
means of many Samaritans believing in Him 
(vs. 41).
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LIFE AND WORK SERIES
Lesson for Sunday, February 3 Parochial school aid tries

Christ is alive fail in California drive
By John Lee Taylor, pastor 

West Jackson Baptist Church, Jackson
Basic Passage: John 20
Focal Passages: John 20:11-18,24-28

In John Masefield’s work, The Trial of 
Jesus, Longinus is the Roman centurion who 
commands the execution squad at the cross. 
In one scene, Longinus returns to report to 
Pilate of the crucifixion of Jesus.

After the report is given, Procula, the wife 
of Pilate, asks 
Longinus to tell her 
how Jesus died. When 
Longinus finished his 
recounting of Christ’s 
death, Procula asks, 
“Do you think he is 
dead?”

“No, Lady,’’ 
Longinus answers. “I 
don’t.”

“Then, where is
he?” Taylor

“Let loose in the world, lady, where neither 
Roman nor Jew can stop his truth!”

This is the powerful truth which under
girded the transformation of the disciples 
after the death of Jesus. They know from the 
resurrection that “His truth was marching 
on!”

Today’s study concludes a five lesson series 
on “The Good News of Jesus Christ.” It is 
good for Christians to be mindful of the fact of 
Christ’s resurrection throughout the year. 
Too often, we limit our consideration of this 
doctrine to its annual emphasis on Easter 
Sunday.

The Truth Revealed (John 20:11-15)
When Mary came to the tomb on Christ’s 

“great getting up morning,” the spectra of 
His death rested heavily on her heart. She felt 
that love’s labor had been lost forever. To her, 
His glorious life with all He had taught lay 
defeated and entombed.

As she stood weeping at the grave her tears 
fell for two reasons. One, she wept because 
Jesus had died. She also wept for her concern 
that the grave had been robbed of His body.

Two heavenly messengers sought to re
assure her. Their question, “Why do you 
weep?” was designed not for an answer to be 
given, but for an assurance to be received. In 
essence, they said, “You do not have reason 
to cry. You wait. You will see.”

With her eyes still fogged with tears, Mary 
turns at sensing the presence of someone 
behind her. Jesus repeats the question of the 
angelic messengers adding a second query: 
“Whom are you seeking?” Still, Mary did not 
allow this appearance of the Risen Christ to 
penetrate the dark gloom of her sad disap
pointment.

The Truth Proclaimed (John 20:16-18)
It was the sound of her name pronounced in 

the old familiar tone which came as lightning 
to pierce her darkened despair. When He 
called her, she knew it was Jesus. Her 
response was spontaneous.

“Rabboni, she exclaimed.” The very word 
itself displays her life’s stance toward Jesus. 
“My Teacher” she calls Him. And teacher He 
was—and is!

Robertson in Word Pictures in the New 
Testament translates “touch me not” as 
“cease clinging to me.” He states: “The pro
hibition here reminds many that the previous 
personal fellowship by sight, sound, and touch 
no longer exists and that the final state of 
glory was not yet begun.”

Jesus commissions Mary to “Go Tell.” The 
message of the resurrection is for all who will 
hear and become “brothers” in their faith in 
Him who was raised.

The word “told” in verse 18 means “to an
nounce.” What an announcement! “I have 
seen the Lord! ” Mary’s excitement about the 
resurrection explodes from the pages of the 
New Testament. What a shame that we Twen
tieth Century Christians have allowed the 
passing of the years to dim the glow to a mere 
flicker and that just once a year. God has 
given us Sunday, the first day, as a weekly 

reminder of the resurrection event. Let us 
pray, “Lord, with the breath of the Spirit, 
rekindle resurrection excitement in our 
hearts.”

The Truth Questioned - John 20:24-25
Thomas was first called “The Twin” 

(Didymus) before he was called “doubting.”
The Risen Lord had appeared to the 

disciples in the Upper Room. Now, they like 
Mary, were telling the good news. Thomas 
found their report incredulous. Seeing and 
touch were his requirements for believing. 
We have nicknamed him “Doubting Thomas” 
because of this incident in his life. One writer 
said: “The fact is that the faith of the church 
in a risen Lord has been made much more 
credible because of this man’s honest ques
tion.”

The Truth Affirmed - John 20:26-28
The next Sunday evening or on the eighth 

day, Jesus came again to the group apparent
ly in the same room. This time, Thomas was 
there. Jesus turned to Thomas and in love 
said, “stop becoming disbelieving.” He urged 
Thomas to satisfy his seeking of the truth by 
touching Him as Thomas had said he would 
have to do.

Now Thomas did not have to touch Jesus to 
believe that He was alive. Out of conviction, 
Thomas addressed Him as “My Lord and My 
God!” which was a double affirmation. Many 
see this affirmation of Thomas as a vivid il
lustration of the purpose of John’s Gospel in 
John 20:31. “These are written that you may 
believe that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of 
God, and that believing you may have life in 
His name.”

Conference on aging 
set for Ridgecrest

NASHVILLE—The director of the National 
Institute on Aging, a seminary president, and 
a retired professor will be major speakers at 
the Southern Baptist Conference on Aging to 
be held at Ridgecrest (N.C.) Baptist Con
ference Center April 28-May 2, 1980.

Robert N. Butler, director of the National 
Institute on Aging and author of the 1976 
Pulitzer Prize for his book Why Survive? Be
ing Old in America, will speak on “Aging in 
Our Society” at the conference.

Sponsored by eight Baptist organizations, 
the conference will explore trends and needs 
in church ministries with older persons.

“Spiritual Well Being for Senior Adults” 
will be the topic of an address by William M. 
Pinsoii Jr., president of Golden Gate Baptist 
Theological Seminary, Mill Valley, Calif.

J. Winston Pearce, writer in residence at 
Campbell College, Buies Creek, N.C., will 
close the four-day conference with a 
challenge to participants to continue and in
crease efforts in church ministries with older 
persons.

In addition to providing training in senior 
adult ministry, conference participants will 
draft recommendations to denominational 
agencies and to programmers for the 1981 
White House Conference on Aging.

Sunday School training 
in Spanish scheduled

NASHVILLE—Daily conferences in 
Spanish for Sunday School workers with 
adults will be offered for the first time this 
summer during seven weeks of Sunday School 
Leadership Conferences—three weeks at 
Ridgecrest and four at Glorieta.

The conferences will include guidance in 
teaching-learning with adults, using El Inter- 
prete and El Interprete: Maestro, Sunday 
School materials for adults published by the 
Sunday School Board. Outreach, organiza
tion, and help in understanding adults also 
will be conference topics.

LOS ANGELES, Cal. (AU) - Three in
itiative campaigns to amend the California 
state constitution to allow massive state fun
ding of parochial and private schools collaps
ed in early January. None of the three cam
paigns came close to gathering the more than 
500,000 voters’ signatures needed to put the 
proposed amendments on the ballot in June.

Most widely publicized was the plan devis
ed by University of California law professors 
John E. Coons and Stephen Sugarman. Their 
plan would have set up a complex voucher 
plan to provide as much as $600-million an
nually to parochial and private schools. 
Critics noted that the plan imposed so much 
regulation on nonpublic schools as to “turn 
off” backers of nonpublic education.

Also collapsed were a tuition tax credit 
amendment sponsored by the National Tax
payers Union and another voucher plan which 
would have abolished all public education in 
the state.

Observers believe that the failure of the 
three parochiaid amendment initiatives in
dicates that the national campaign to get tax 
aid for parochial and private schools, which 
never represented more than a minority of 
people in any state, has finally run out of 
steam. A voucher plan was defeated by 
Michigan voters in November 1978 by an 
astonishing 3 to 1 margin, while in the 10 other 
statewide referendum votes between 1967 and 
1978 parochiaid lost every time.

Representatives of Americans United for

Braswell recuperating 
from open heart surgery

DENVER (BP)—Glen E. Braswell, ex
ecutive director-treasurer of the Colorado 
Baptist General Convention, is recuperating 
satisfactorily from open heart surgery, report 
doctors at St. Joseph Hospital here.

Braswell underwent two bypasses after 
doctors told him he had a 90 percent blockage 
in the main artery across his heart. 
Recuperation is expected to take at least two 
months.

Christian Life Conference

MAJOR IAN THOMAS

Major Ian Thomas

MEETING AT:

First Presbyterian Church
210 North Spring Street Murfreesboro, TN

SPONSORED BY: BELIEVER’S CHAPEL
Call 893-9541 for more information

Separation of Church and State pointed out at 
legislative hearings in California last fall that 
both voucher plans and the tuition tax credit 
scheme were clearly unconstitutional; would 
force all taxpayers to support religious in
stitutions; would either increase taxes or re
quire cuts in public programs; and would 
damage public education and threaten the 
freedom of church schools; and would use 
public funds to divide children by creed, 
ideology, race, and in other ways.

“The collapse of the three California 
parochiaid initiative campaigns,” com
mented Americans United executive director 
R. G. Puckett, “means that Californians, like 
most people in every state where popular opi
nion has been tested, majorities clearly and 
consistently have made it clear that they op
pose the diversion of public funds to the sup
port of sectarian private schools.”

Puckett warned, however, that “a new 
campaign has gotten under way nationally to 
get Congress to provide federal aid to 
parochial schools. The church which operates 
the largest number of private schools has just 
opened a new lobby office in Washington to 
pressure Congress to enact a tuition tax credit 
parochiaid plan. Friends of religious liberty 
and church-state separation will need to be on 
their guard.”

Theater Seats for Sale 
First Baptist Church, Jefferson City, 
TN., has 79 theater seats for sale. 
Good condition. Call D.M. Bridges 
at the church. 615-475-3826.

Bethel Baptist Church, Frankfort, 
Ky., has completed their Bond 
Issue of 1966 and all bonds are now 
due at the bank. Bonds are mature 
and should be sent to the bank for 
cancellation. Address inquiries to 
Farmers Bank and Capital Trust 
Co., Farmers Bank Plaza, 
Frankfort, Ky. 40601.

Feb. 3—8 
Evenings: 
7:30 PM 

Mornings: 
Monday Thru Friday 

10:00 AM
Majoi lan Thomas is the Founder and General 
Director of the Capernwray Missionary 
Fellowship of Torchbearers, established m 
1947. with International Headquarters in 
Capernwrax Hall. England. There are sixteen 
additonal centers located around the world.

A widely known author. Major Thomas has 
written 3 best sellers 1'he Saving Life of 
Christ. The Mysten of Godliness. If I Perish. I 
Perish
Major Thomas is an international speaker with 
<i message rehwant to Christians today.

NURSERY PROVIDED
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Cannatas go 100 miles past the Great Commission
By Terry Barone

DALLAS (BP)—“It’s 100 miles beyond the 
Great Commission,” said Ginny Cannata 
when she and her husband, Samuel R.J. Can- 
nata Jr., were transferred by the Southern 
Baptist Foreign Mission Board to Sudan, 
Africa.

The Sudan is under a Muslim government 
and considering the Iranian situation, a per
son might hesitate to be assigned there, 
despite the Biblical commission in Matthew 
28.19-20 to go into all the world.

But that’s not true of the Cannatas, 
veterans of 22 years of medical missions serv
ice in three other countries. “We have en

ANOTHER BOOKSTORE — Libreria Bautista in El Paso, Tex., looks much like any 
other Baptist Book Store, until one's eyes are bombarded with signs and book 
titles in Spanish.

Southern Baptist "discos" 
marketed in El Paso, Tex.

By Charles Willis
EL PASO, Tex.—Southern Baptists in

terested in purchasing a disco might want to 
try El Paso, Tex.

If it’s an establishment featuring disco 
dancing, such a person might do better 
elsewhere. But if a Spanish-speaking 
Southern Baptist is shopping for a record, 
“disco” in Spanish, they will find a good 
selection at the Libreria Bautista in El Paso.'

They will also find literatura, Biblias, 
tratados, comentarios, and himnarios.

“Libreria Bautista” is Spanish for Baptist 
Book Store, and the items one may purchase 
there include literature, Bibles, tracts, com
mentaries, hymnals and records.

Under the direction of manager J.D. 
Dawson, the store has grown from its be
ginning in 1973 to a position as the central 
mail order source for Southern Baptist- 
produced Spanish materials.

“I had just started coming into this area to 
bring exhibits of Vacation Bible School 
materials to meetings,” said Dawson, who in 
early 1973 was manager of the Lubbock, Tex., 
store. “I was approached about coming to El 
Paso to open a new store, partly because of 
my Spanish-speaking ability.”

Dawson had learned Spanish as his first 
language while living in Mexico for 15 years. 
His parents, medical missionaries, had a rule 
that one day out of the week, no one would 
speak anything but English in the home. Upon 
their return to Texas, the rule was reversed to 
one day of nothing but Spanish in the home. 
Dawson was deeply rooted in the language 
and the customs of Spanish-speaking people.

When the Sunday School Board purchased 
the El Paso Bible Book Store, Dawson began 
the task of establishing a ministry to the 
Spanish-speaking, Southern Baptist-style.

Seven years later, the record of the El Paso 
Baptist Book Store and J.D. Dawson is one of 
success, innovation and creativity.

The production of a catalog of Spanish 
materials and order blanks in Spanish, 

countered these things before,” said Sam, 
who spent 16 days in an Ethiopian prison dur
ing the spring of 1977.

“We seek His guidance and leadership,” 
Ginny said, “and if He says go, we go. We 
have knocked on many doors and all have 
opened.”

“We have always been isolated,” she 
added, referring to their previous appoint
ments in Rhodesia, Ethiopia and Kenya, “but 
not as isolated as we will be.”

The Cannatas, the first Southern Baptist 
missionaries to arrive in Sudan, will live at 
Pibor Post on the Pibor River in southern 
Sudan, where missionaries Ron and Judy 

solicitation of literature orders, merchandis
ing a mix of both Spanish and English 
materials on one sales floor and influence in 
the start of a project to provide Bible Cas
settes in Spanish are but a few of the projects 
of Dawson and the book store staff.

A new Baptist Hymnal in Spanish was 
published in July 1978, and Dawson was the 
main coordinator in merchandising, working 
with the Baptist General Convention of Texas,
The Texas Mexican Baptist Convention and 
the Baptist Spanish Publishing House. Sales 
for the hymnal were approximately $53,000 
from July 1978 to August 1979.

Bibles in Spanish are a popular item for the 
El Paso store, and Dawson boasts the “big
gest Bible selection of any store in El Paso.” 
In addition to choosing just the right product 
mix for his own store, Dawson has coor
dinated the product mix in other Texas Bap
tist Book Stores, offering suggestions on 
items to stock for Spanish-speaking 
customers.

A firm believer in giving service to the 
customer, Dawson is aware of the influence of 
his staff on “people who won’t walk into a 
church, but who will come in here looking for 
something.

“I’ve enlarged my ministry since I’ve been 
here, because I’ve used my knowledge of the 
Spanish language and the customs of the 
Spanish-speaking people,” he said.

“I think we’re going to continue to see a 
good upward trend in Spanish-speaking peo
ple buying from Baptist Book Stores. A year 
ago, one could rarely find cards, gifts, 
plaques or other materials in Spanish. Now 
we offer quite a variety of these items,” 
Dawson said.

As one who views his work as a ministry, 
Dawson observes that “we’re just on the sur
face of the work we can do with Spanish
speaking people, and today we’re really get
ting in touch with our Spanish-speaking 
customers.”

Bodenhamer will join them. Ron is an 
agriculturist.

Cannata’s primary goal is to make disciples 
of a few of the people in the area in which he 
works. He also wants to work in community 
development of the area and on a health care 
training program. Bodenhamer will imple
ment agricultural projects to relieve the food 
situation.

“We are going to concentrate more time in 
making disciples out of the people in Sudan so 
our work may be continued when we are 
gone,” Cannata said.

“I have been scattering instead of planting 
seed,” he said. “I believe it is time to plant 
and I believe what the Lord teaches us about 
discipleship is right.

“We must make disciples, and in order to 
do this, we must spend a lot of time with God 
and with the people. We will have to work in 
small groups and concentrate on the people 
and on how they live,” he said.

The Cannatas will be in an area where there 
are about 30,000 members of the Murle tribe, 
a predominantly nomadic people who raise 
cattle.

Another aspect of the Great Commission, 
said Cannata, is that “all things must be 
taught, not only salvation, but suffering and 
commitment. We have started teaching tough 
things.

“We have always run from suffering, but I 
believe we must experience suffering to 
become closer to God.”

An inventor, Cannata anticipates im
plementing several energy projects which 
have been used successfully in other African 
countries where they served.

“Why should these people burn their forests 
for fuel,” Cannata said, “when they have 
plenty of sunshine?”

He is taking solar panels, a solar water 
heater, parabolic reflectors for cooking, a 
single sideband radio for communication, 
hydroponics for growing quality vegetables 
and a methane digester to produce methane 
gas and fertilizer.

Cannata has been asked by the Sudanese 
government to develop a primary health care 
training program in the area which will entail 
finding and listing the most common diseases 
of the area and developing a program to treat 
them.

One of the hardest aspects of the Cannatas’

Greater sense of urgency surfaces 
as Parks meets with missionaries

SAN JUAN, Puerto Rico (BP)—During his 
first overseas trip as executive director of the 
Southern Baptist Foreign Mission Board, R. 
Keith Parks said he sensed an urgency among 
missionaries to “capitalize on opportunities 
of the moment” using human and financial 
resources to be effective as quickly as possi
ble.

“I’ve been convinced for a long' time that 
we need more overall planning of our strategy 
in missions and more careful utilization of our 
resources,” Parks said in a keynote address 
at a four-day strategic planning and com
munications seminar in San Juan, Puerto 
Rico, for Southern Baptist missionary leaders 
in Middle America and the Caribbean.

The new executive director said many of 
the 44 missionaries attending from 21 coun
tries and political entities believe political 
situations are such that “we really don’t know

Spring enrollment soars 
at Belmont College

NASHVILLE—Enrollment for the spring 
semester at Belmont College has reached an 
all-time high, according to Ron Underwood, 
director of admissions.

When registration closed Jan. 16, 1,425 full 
or part-time students had enrolled. This 
represents an 18 percent increase over the 
1,220 registrants last spring.

Belmont College is a four-year, liberal arts 
college, owned and operated by the Tennessee 
Baptist Convention.

Ginny Cannata construct and pack 
crates destined for their new mission 
field, Sudan, an African country 
where Southern Baptist missionaries 
have never been before.

new assignment will be learning the 
language, their fourth. But, there is 
something different about the Murle language 
—it has never been written.

They said a translator is already in the 
region writing the language. But he will only 
be with them for a few months.

They’ve only seen photos of the house in 
which they will be living. The house, built by 
Presbyterian missionaries who left Pibor 
Post in 1972, appears to be built of stone and 
has a thatched roof which is falling in.

With all of the uncertainty and with no one 
having gone before, Ginny said, “We really 
are excited. I know it’s going to be hard, but 
the Lord has been taking us a step at a time
from our beginning to where we are now, get
ting us ready for this move.”

The Cannatas find comfort in each other 
because both feel their partner is the “best 
person in the world to go to Africa with.”

what the future holds for us, but we’re going 
to do as much as we can to plant the kind of 
work that will go on whether we’re here or 
not.”

The group focused on making priority use of 
resources to evangelize, establish churches 
and train national leadership.

“I don’t think we have the luxury in 
resources or time to do all the good things that 
are possible (on the field),” said Parks. “We 
must be deliberate in our planning anckfocus 
our resources in such a way that we have a 
unified approach—an overall approach—that, 
as best as we can determine, will result in 
strong churches and national leadership, as 
quickly as possible.”

In the opening address based on Ephesians 
3, Parks challenged missionaries to realize 
that in the midst of changing cultures, 
language and circumstances they must keep 
their perspective clear on an unchanging 
gospel centered on Jesus Christ.

This second conference on planning for 
Middle America and the Caribbean presented 
goals to implement phase two of Bold Mission 
Thrust in the area for 1981 through 1983.

Parks said he has a personal commitment 
to attend meetings on the field. “I feel strong
ly that contact and visits with fields will help 
to color what I do in this office,” he said. “I do 
want to maintain and establish as much of 
that as I can.”

He already has planned a visit in April to 
West Africa with a stop in Paris for two Euro
pean meetings and a July trip to the Middle 
East to attend a planning conference.


