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TBC writes largest missions check
Jan. mission gifts 

reach $1,541,314.64 
for record month

The largest check in the history of the 
Tennessee Baptist Convention was written 
last Thursday as the books were closed on 
Jan. 31. The check for $2,623,718.16 was made 
out to the Southern Baptist Convention for 
support of its missions and ministries.

Tom Madden, TBC executive secretary
treasurer, noted that the check was the result 
of unparalleled mission support by Tennessee 
Baptist churches and their members during 
January.

Mission receipts through the Cooperative 
Program set a record month in January when 
$1,541,314.64 was received—the first time this 
amount has passed the $1.5-million mark. The 
previous record month was October 1979 
when $1,386,417.14 was given.

The huge check issued last week contained 
$539,460.12 for missions and ministries sup
ported through the SBC Cooperative Pro
gram. This represents 35 percent of the 
$1,541,314.64 received in January. Under the 
TBC budget approved at last November’s 
state convention, 35 percent of Tennessee’s 
Cooperative Program is shared with the SBC 
Cooperative Program.

Also included in the record check was 
$1,997,833.35 designated from Tennessee 
churches for the Lottie Moon Christmas Of
fering for Foreign Missions.

Other designations in the check to the SBC 
were these amounts: $22,508.58 for the Annie 
Armstrong Easter Offering for Home Mis
sions; $60,987.26 for the Foreign Mission 
Board; $1,612.35 for the Home Mission Board; 
$691.50 for the American Bible Society; and 
$625 designated for the SBC Executive Com
mittee.

Designated amounts are forwarded on to 
these various agencies according to instruc
tions received from church treasurers.

January’s Tennessee Cooperative Program 
gifts of $1,541,314.64 were 15 percent above the 
$1,340,792.05 given in January 1979 (still the 
third highest month in TBC history). Last 
month’s receipts were 11 percent higher than

Mrs. Dicy Porter dies
Mrs. Dicy Porter, wife and mother of two 

pastors whose careers span almost 70 years, 
died recently in Sweetwater. She was 80.

Mrs. Porter was the wife of the late John 
Porter who served churches in east Ten
nessee for about 45 years, including 33 years 
as pastor of Wolf Creek Baptist Church in 
Spring City. Porter died over a year ago.

Her son, J. Arnold Porter, has been in the 
ministry since 1955. He presently leads the 
congregation of First Baptist Church in 
Centerville and has been exceptionally active 
in denominational work.

Funeral services were held at the Wolf 
Creek church with Pastor Billy Jones of
ficiating. Burial was in the family cemetery 
near the church.

In addition to her son, Mrs. Porter is sur
vived by two other sons, Frank Porter, Battle 
Creek, Mich.; and Wallace Porter, a deacon 
at Wolf Creek church; two daughters, 
Evalena Porter, Spring City; and Carrie Roy, 
Sweetwater; and eight grandchildren.
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RECORD CHECK—The largest check in the history of the 
Tennessee Baptist Convention was written last Thursday 
when the January books were closed. The check for 
$2,623,718.16 goes to support mission and ministries of the

Southern Baptist Convention. It included Tennessee's sup
port of the SBC Cooperative Program, as well as nearly 
$2-million for the Lottie Moon Foreign Mission Offering plus 
other designated gifts.

the previous record month, October 1979, 
when $1,386,417.14 was received.

Madden also said the January 1980 total 
was 42.3 percent above the monthly goal for 
the monthly basic goal for 1980. The 
messengers to the 1979 Tennessee Baptist 
Convention approved a $13-million basic 
budget-goal for the November 1979-October 
1980 convention year. The basic monthly goal 
is $1,083,333.33.

The messengers also approved an addi
tional $2-million Bold Mission challenge goal 
at the November convention.

January’s receipts also closed the first 
quarter of the current budget year. Madden 
said the Cooperative Program receipts for the 
November 1979-January 1980 period were 
$3,394,050.51. This represents a 4.8 percent in
crease above the $3,237,931.12 given to mis
sions through the Cooperative Program dur
ing the same three months of the previous 
year.

The basic budget goal for the three months 
would be $3,750,000, according to the TBC ex- 
ecutive secretary. The receipts of 
$3,394,050.51 are 4.4 percent ($144,050.51) 
above the convention-adopted goal for the 
quarter.

A church-by-church listing of the 
Cooperative program gifts and designated 
receipts will be printed in the Feb. 20 issue of 
the Baptist and Reflector.

SBC mission gifts set record
NASHVILLE (BP)—Giving to the Southern Baptist Convention’s Cooperative Pro

gram in January topped the all-time record for giving in one month, according to figures 
released by the SBC Executive Committee.

The Executive Committee received and disbursed $6,488,452 in Cooperative Pro
gram receipts channeled by SBC churches through state Baptist conventions. That 
figure topped by 8.1 percent the $6,002,367 given in January 1979, the previous record 
month.

The undesignated Cooperative Program receipts, along with another $6,944,223 in 
designated contributions, brought total giving in January to $13,432,675, up 6.7 percent 
over January 1979.

Total giving for national SBC causes through the first four months of the 1979-80 
fiscal year, through Jan. 31, amounted to $32,204,656, up 12 percent over the same period 
last year.

The total giving includes $23,089,970 in Cooperative Program receipts, up 12.4 per
cent, and $9,114,686 in designate^ receipts, up 11 percent.

SBC messengers to consider 
Bold Mission Thrust goals

NASHVILLE (BP)—A wide range of am
bitious goals, designed to help Southern Bap
tists evangelize the world by the year 2000, 
will be recommended to messengers to the 
Southern Baptist Convention in June in St. 
Louis.

The 12 goals, proposed by the denomina
tion’s Bold Mission Thrust Steering Commit
tee for 1982-85, encompass the areas of 
reaching people, developing believers and 
strengthening families.

The proposed goals for reaching people call 
for Southern Baptists to reach 8.5 million per
sons in Bible study through the Sunday 
School; baptize 445,000 persons in 1983,495,000 
in 1984, and 560,000 in 1985; organize 1,500 new 
churches; appoint 2,554 more missionaries; 
enlist 300,000 short term mission volunteers; 
and lead 30,000 churches to increase their 
percentage of budget giving through the 
Cooperative Program.

To develop believers, Southern Baptists will 
be asked to involve 35,404 churches in regular 
prayer support for Bold Mission Thrust, train 
one million church members to witness and

3.5 million in discipleship and doctrine, in
volve 1.9 million persons in missions through 
Brotherhood and Woman’s Missionary Union, 
and lead 20,000 churches to emphasize the 
development of Christian stewards.

In an effort to strengthen families, Southern 
Baptists will be encouraged to commit 500,000 
family units to family worship and Bible 
study in their homes and to lead 35,404 
churches to provide Christian family enrich
ment activities to strengthen family relation
ships and moral values.

A total of 13 major church projects ranging 
in length from one to three years will be 
prepared by Southern Baptist agencies for 
churches to use to reach the goals.

After reviewing the proposed goals and 
church projects, the Bold Mission Thrust 
steering body commended them to denomina
tional agencies for long range planning and 
arranged for reaction to the plans by such 
groups as state Baptist executive secretaries, 
state Baptist editors and Southern Baptist 
program leaders.

Before recommendation to the messengers, 
the Southern Baptist Executive Committee 
will review the goals and projects.

New missions head named 
for Central Association

Ralph E. Hoover, pastor of First Baptist 
Church in Morrison, has been named director 
of missions for Central Baptist Association, 
McMinnville, according to Leslie Baumgart
ner, Tennessee Baptist Convention missions 
department.

The Morrison pastor will assume his new 
duties later this month.

He has led the congregation at Morrison 
since 1974. Prior to that, he was a pastor in In
diana and Illinois.

The new director of missions is a native of 
Hamblen, Tenn.
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Pastor faces assault charge 
following shooting incident

CONWAY, S.C. (BP)—Troubles springing 
from several years of internal strife have 
become more intense at Hickory Grove Bap
tist Church, Conway, S.C.

The church received national attention 
after a county court ordered that 16 members 
expelled over a church polity conflict be re
admitted to full fellowship.

Now, a Conway man, Kenny Hardee, has 
sworn out warrants against the pastor of the 
church, B.C. Pigg, and his son, B.C. Pigg Jr. 
This action followed a shooting incident early 
Christmas morning at the pastorium.

The pastor is charged with assault and bat
tery with intent to kill. Bond was set at $2,000. 
Bond was set at $600 for his son, charged with 
simple assault and malicious damage to per
sonal property.

Hardee alleges he was shot in the knee dur
ing the incident at the pastorium. He is not a 
member of Hickory Grove Church, but has 
relatives who are members. The incident 
renewed publicity of the church’s problems.

Pigg, pastor of the church for about six 
years, has complained to police about tire 
slashings, telephone harassment and a cross 
burning at the pastorium, located about nine

WAAU magazines face 
price hike in July

BIRMINGHAM, Ala. (BP)-Prices of 
Woman’s Missionary Union magazines will 
increase effective with July issues according 
to a report at the national Woman’s Mis
sionary Union executive board meeting.

“Prices have not increased since 1976, but 
we cannot continue to absorb higher costs of 
paper, printing, postage, and office opera
tions,” Carolyn Weatherford, executive direc
tor of WMU, told the board. “We’re giving 
advance notice of the increase so that 
churches and individuals may adjust their 
budgets before the new prices are in effect,” 
she said.

The rate hike affects nine magazines with 
combined circulation of more than 845,000. 
“Share,” a young periodical aimed at 
preschool children, is the only magazine not 
increased. Price of nearly 300 stock literature 
and supplies items is not affected.

Costs of production in the last budget year 
exceeded income from sales by more than 
$207,000, WMU reported. Contributions from 
the Home Mission Board and the Foreign Mis
sion Board and by income from investments 
covered the remaining costs. Although the 
mission boards have historically contributed 
to WMU operating expenses, WMU officials in 
recent years have priced literature to be self- 
supporting.

Beginning with July issues, Royal Service, 
Nuestra Tarea, Contempo and Accent leader 
editions will be priced at $5 for an annual 
subscription. Accent for members will cost 
$4.50. Dimension, Discovery, Aware and Start 
will be $4 a year.

Radio-TV consultation set for April
FORT WORTH, Tex. —Southern Baptist 

churches involved in or interested in using the 
broadcast media to make Bold Mission 
Thrust a reality can learn how to use radio 
and television more effectively at the sixth 
annual Radio, Television, and Cable Con
sultation, April 21-23, in Fort Worth.

Jointly sponsored by the Southern Baptist 
Radio-TV Commission and Southwestern 
Baptist Theological Seminary, the consulta
tion features speakers, panel discussions and 
demonstrations on “Bold Mission: The 
Church Using the Media in the ’80s.” Bold 
Mission Thrust is the Baptist plan for 
confronting everyone in the world with the 
Christian message by the year 2000.

Keynote speakers for the three-day con
sultation are Jimmy Allen, president of the 
Radio-TV Commission, and seminary presi
dent Russell H. Dilday Jr.

Wayne Dehoney, pastor of Walnut Street 
Baptist Church, Louisville, Ky., will tell how 

miles from Conway.
Emory Young, missions director for Wac- 

camaw Baptist Association, said that various 
types of harassment directed at Pigg had con
tinued for about two years.

The church first attracted attention when it 
voted to turn out 16 members in a conflict 
over church polity. The expelled members 
had disagreed with a recommendation by the 
deacons and the pastor that the church no 
longer vote each year on whether to retain the 
minister.

Pigg had called the procedure “divisive.”
The former members filed suit against the 

church and a county court, deciding that the 
congregation had violated its own constitu
tion, ordered that the 16 be restored to full 
fellowship.

The church now is appealing that ruling 
before the South Carolina Supreme Court.

Pigg has blamed the mounting problems on 
“a few people who want me to leave.”

Members are upset over their inability to 
vote on whether to retain or dismiss the 
pastor.

Young said the church’s constitution re
quires that business matters go to the deacons 
first before being acted on by the whole con
gregation, and so attempts by individuals to 
raise the issue of retaining the pastor are 
ruled out of order.

Burley McDowell, who had been a member 
of the church for 32 years, said the congrega
tion wants a vote taken on Pigg, but that the 
deacons and some members are blocking it.

Meanwhile, the Waccamaw Baptist 
Ministers Conference has voiced support for 
Hickory Grove church in its court fight over 
the dismissed members.

Its resolution states that while the actions of 
the church in ousting the members “may 
have or may not have been tactful or proper,” 
the government, whether federal or state, 
“must refrain from interfering with the deter
mination of membership as decided by an 
autonomous local congregation.”

This right of the local congregation, says 
the resolution, is “undisputed.” It states that 
the court’s ruling against Hickory Grove 
church, if allowed to stand, would represent 
“a prohibition upon the free exercise of 
religion and faith as it is practiced in the 
churches of our nation.”
First junior college 
in Liberia graduates 8

VIRGINIA, Liberia—The junior college 
division of Ricks Institute has conferred 
degrees on eight students in its first 
graduating class.

Ricks offers the only curriculum on the 
junior college level in Liberia. Ricks, a Bap
tist institution established in 1887, now enrolls 
students from kindergarten through junior 
college. Southern Baptist missionaries began 
working there in 1960, and now 14, including 
two journeymen and one volunteer, are under 
assignment.

his church has structured its worship service 
to maintain both spiritual impact and the at
tention of a Secular audience. Clyde Fant, 
pastor of First Baptist Church, Richardson, 
Tex., will relate some of his church’s ex
periences with a different kind of religious 
program, “That’s Life.”

Advertising executive Jim Goodnight of 
Dallas, president of Goodnight Consulting 
Group, will project the state of the media in 
1980 and discuss the kinds of media expected 
to be available for religious broadcasting in 
this decade. He will also outline the latest 
advertising options open to churches.

Other program personalities include Chip 
Moody, news anchorman at Fort Worth’s 
KXAS-TV; Al Fasol, seminary faculty 
member and former radio broadcaster; 
Frank Olsen of Dallas; a freelance writer; 
and members of the Radio-TV Commission’s 
broadcast services department. For more in
formation write to the Radio-TV Commission.

FOCUS ON BAPTIST SCHOOLS— 
Southern Baptist Theological 
Seminary students pause in front of 
Norton Hall on the Louisville, Ky., 
campus. Southern Baptists will 
observe Baptist Seminary, College, 
and School Day, Feb. 17.

Seminary Extension annual meeting 
starts Bold Mission support system

NASHVILLE (BP)—A new curriculum 
system designed to support Bold Mission 
Thrust, a credit plan for clinical pastoral 
orientation courses, and long-range objec
tives through 1985 were among items ap
proved in the annual meetings of the 
Seminary Extension curriculum and ad
ministrative committee here.

The first course in the Bold Mission Support 
System will be one on “church planting,” 
developed in cooperation with the church ex
tension department of the Southern Baptist 
Home Mission Board. It will be used especial
ly to help train bivocational ministers in 
establishing and serving new churches.

“This new curriculum system will allow the 
Seminary Extension Department to respond 
to requests for courses that do not fit into our 
three existing systems,” said Raymond M. 
Rigdon, SED director. “Bold Mission Thrust 
calls for some fresh approaches, and we are 
pleased that we will be able to work with 
church extension and other programs that 
need special training resources.”

Clinical training in pastoral counseling now 
may be credited toward one of Seminary Ex-

Refinery explosion 
damages Texas church

PHILLIPS, Tex. (BP)—The stained glass 
windows of First Baptist Church here were 
just beginning to glow with the early Sunday 
morning light of Jan. 20 when the Phillips 66 
oil refinery a half mile away exploded.

In an instant the windows shattered into 
thousands of glass shards—“shrapnel” which 
caused $250,000 damage to its auditorium.

The explosion at 7:45 a.m. injured about 30 
persons in the community—only a few hours 
before worshippers would have perhaps paid 
a higher price in injuries or even death.

“No one was at the church at that hour,” 
said Pastor Jim Koonce. Although 24 of those 
injured in the community were First Baptist 
Church members, most were at home at the 
time of the explosion.

Only two injuries were serious, he said. One 
person had a concussion, and another had a 
broken vertebra. Two elderly persons, who 
were already bedridden, were placed in 
hospital care because of the trauma of the ex
plosion.

Most of the houses in the community were 
damaged and five families in the church were 
forced to leave their hours to relocate or stay 
with relatives. Damage to the church will pro
bably take three to five months to repair, 
Koonce said. Meanwhile the congregation of 
552 is meeting in the church’s basement 
fellowship hall.

$277,000 received 
for Cambodia relief

RICHMOND, Va. (BP)-During the last 
three months of 1979, Southern Baptists sent 
1,600 donations totaling more than $277,000 for 
Cambodian refugees to the Foreign Mission 
Board.

Contributions for the refugees began in Oc
tober, when the largest wave of Cambodians 
thus far entered Thailand and their plight was 
headline news across the United States.

Since then, Southern Baptist missionaries 
and three volunteer medical teams have used 
money designated for refugee relief as they 
worked to feed and care for refugees in two of 
the camps. The board appropriated a total of 
$610,000 in 1979 for Cambodian refugee relief.

John R. Cheyne, associate consultant for 
relief ministries, said Southern Baptists who 
wish to assist in relief ministries are en
couraged to make designated gifts through 
their local churches, above regular tithes and 
offerings. Churches will channel such gifts to 
the Foreign Mission Board through state Bap
tist convention offices.

The number of contributions in January 
dropped some, but Cheyne said he hopes that 
Southern Baptists will remember that 
refugees continue to need assistance.

tension’s diplomas or certificates when 
students meet certain conditions. If taken in a 
regular clinical pastoral education (CPE) 
program, the training may earn up to three 
SE units. If taken for a shorter period of time 
and under sponsorship of an individual exten
sion center, the work must be supervised by a 
person certified by either the Association for 
Clinical Pastoral Education or the College of 
Chaplains of the American Hospital Associa
tion. The shorter, center-sponsored programs 
will be referred to as clinical pastoral orienta
tion.

A “bold objective” approved for the 
Seminary Extension Department was the 
establishing of a Seminary Extension center 
in each association of Baptist churches which 
does not have a continuing program of educa
tion in ministry. The department’s goal by 
1985 is to have 500 of these locally based train
ing centers in operation. During the 1978-79 
fiscal year, 363 centers were reported in 41 
states and two foreign countries.

Among a number of other objectives ap
proved was one to magnify the contribution 
which ministers with limited formal educa
tion in ministry have made to Southern Bap
tist life.

The Seminary Extension administrative 
committee, made up of the presidents of the 
six Southern Baptist seminaries, gives 
general direction to the overall work of the 
department. A faculty representative from 
each school provides guidance in planning 
and developing the SED curriculum.

Seminary in Rhodesia 
holds writers' workshop "

GWELO, Rhodesia—“Unless you begin to 
write, you will never write,” Pius Wakatama 
told 15 people attending the first writers’ 
workshop sponsored by the Baptist 
Theological Seminary in Gwelo, Rhodesia.

Wakatama, author and executive director 
of Chiedza Communications, taught creative 
writing, tract writing, and news writing. The 
workshop was designed to encourage and 
assist seminary students and local graduates 
in sharing their faith and experience through 
writing.

Isley resigns seminary
LOUISVILLE, Ky. (BP)—Branson Isley, 

assistant to the president at Southern Baptist 
Theological Seminary, has resigned to accept 
the pastorate of First Baptist Church, Colum
biana, Ala.

Isley, a Birmingham, Ala., native, joined 
the seminary staff in 1976 as director of col
lege relations. In 1978, he became director of 
admissions and financial aid, and in 1979 was 
named assistant to the president.
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Watson says statement gives 
Dallas College 'distinctives'

DALLAS (BP)—W. Marvin Watson said 
here that his emphasis on making Dallas Bap
tist College a “distinctively ” Christian school 
and requiring the faculty, staff, and trustees 
to sign* la statement of their beliefs and prac
tices is meant to tell parents of prospective 
students and the students themselves “what 
they can expect” from the college.

The emphasis, he said, certainly is not to be 
judgmental of the practices or stance of any 
other educational institution nor to cast any 
aspersions on what has been done in the past 
at Dallas Baptist College.

“What I proposed and what was adopted by 
unanimous vote of the trustees present,” he 
said, “was done because I believe, if we are to 
be Christian, we must be willing to say to the 
world that if you want to consider this as your 
college home this is what you are going to be 
taught.”

In November, Watson presented to his 
trustees “Articles of Faith” based on the 
statement of Baptist Faith and Message ap
proved by the Southern Baptist Convention in 
1963. The Articles of Faith, however, included 
additions to the postions of the 1963 statement 
on the Scriptures and man.

In the Scriptures portion, Watson inserted a 
sentence, “We believe in the Scriptures of 
both the Old and New Testament as verbally 
inspired by God and inerrant in the original 
writing, and that they are of supreme and 
final authority in faith and life.”

In the portion on the nature of man, a 
sentence was inserted, stating, “By this state
ment we affirm our belief that man was 
created by a direct act of God in His image, 
not from previously existing creatures, and 
that all of mankind sinned in Adam and Eve, 
the historical parents of the entire human 
race.”

Watson explained he resents “the abuse” of 
the original wording of the Scriptures portion 
to permit a wide latitude of belief. He added 
the part about man in response to the growth 
of teaching on evolution in public schools.

The trustees approved the Articles of Faith 
and required they be signed by all the 128 
faculty and staff of the institution.

The action has had several repercussions.
The student division of the Texas Higher 

Education Coordinating Board has suspended 
some $70,000 in tuition equilization grants and 
federal tuition grants because of an attorney 
general’s ruling in 1974 that students at
tending colleges which require their faculties, 
staffs, and trustees to hold certain beliefs are 
not eligible to receive such grants.

Even before the grants suspension was an
nounced, however, opposition to signing of the 
Articles of Faith was voiced on the DBC cam
pus. Some faculty members altered portions 
of it before signing, and six have refused to 
sign at all.

One of the faculty who refused to sign, 
Larry D. Braidfoot, an instructor in

Retired minister 
takes new post

Richard L. Lankford, pastor of Lights 
Chapel Baptist Church, Greenbrier, retired 
recently from that post. Last month, he ac
cepted the call of Covington Heights Baptist 
Mission in Springfield as part-time pastor.

Lankford served the Greenbrier congrega
tion for over 10 years. He began his ministry 
when the group was a mission of First Baptist 
Church in Greenbrier. In April 1976, it was 
constituted into a church. When he retired, 
the congregation was giving 24 percent of 
their receipts to missions through the 
Cooperative Program.

A native of Springfield, Lankford received 
the diploma in theology from Southwestern 
Baptist Theological Seminary in Fort Worth. 
Before accepting the Greenbrier pastorate, 
he led a church near Franklin, Ky.

The retired minister plans to reside in 
Springfield where he will continue doing 
supply preaching.

philosophy and religion who has been at the 
college since 1973, was abruptly reassigned 
from the classroom to do institutional studies 
at the start of the spring semester. Watson 
denied Braidfoot’s stand on the Articles of 
Faith had anything to do with his reassign
ment. He said the instructor was the only 
faculty member with a law degree.

Watson said he has not made a decision yet 
to terminate Braidfoot or the other faculty 
and staff persons who refuse to sign the state
ment or who have altered it.

The president acknowledged the criticism 
of his action in some quarters but said it ap
parently has had no effect on contributions. 
“We raised more money in December and 
January than the previous 12 months,” he 
said.

And in spite of the grants suspension, which 
Watson has pledged to make up from other 
funds, spring enrollment apparently will ex
ceed the 1979 total.

Brotherhood colls on 200 laymen 
for suggestions on bold missions

spring of 1978 as

MEMPHIS (BP)—The minds of almost 200 
key laymen in the Southern Baptist Conven
tion will be tapped during the next four 
months for ideas on how to involve the laity in 
the denomination’s plan to share the gospel 
with the world by the year 2000.

At the request of the Southern Baptist Ex
ecutive Committee, the Brotherhood Com
mission has arranged two-day meetings in 10 
cities across the United States to gather the 
suggestions about Bold Missions Thrust.

James H. Smith, the commission’s ex
ecutive director, said the meetings will be 
held on April 4-5 in Memphis; April 18-19, 
Dallas; May 2-3, Raleigh; May 9-10, Lake

Paxton to direct
Century II campaign

SEYMOUR—Dave A. Paxton has been 
named campaign director for Harrison- 
Chilhowee Baptist Academy’s Century II Ad
vancement Campaign.

A native of Blount County, Paxton came to 
the academy in the spring of 1978 as 
assistant director of 
admissions.

He has served on 
both the Executive 
Committee and as 
youth director for the 
Chilhowee Baptist 
Association. He is the 
former Baptist Stu
dent Union director at 
Maryville College, and 
a member of the Ad
visory Board of the 
Tennessee Baptist Convention’s Church 
Training department. Paxton is married to 
the former Sharon Gladden of Maryville.

As campaign director, Paxton will manage 
the Century II Campaign, including supervi
sion of the campaign staff and working with 
the 457 volunteers in soliciting each of the 
2,700 Southern Baptist churches in Tennessee.

The Century II Campaign is a series of cam
paigns with an overall goal of $2-million. The 
first three phases began in the fall of 1978 and 
have generated $408,681 in pledges. Phases I, 
II and III focused on the academy’s faculty 
and staff, trustees and the Knoxville Business 
community respectively. The fourth and final 
phase is aimed toward the 2,700 Baptist 
churches in the state with a goal of $1,440,000.

Capital Funds generated by Century II will 
be used for modernizing existing facilities, 
constructing a youth life center, adding a 
floor to the girls dormitory, strengthening 
and enriching the school’s academic program 
and deaf education, and increasing the 
number of student scholarships and working 
opportunities.

NEW NAME, NEW SOUND—These 
teenagers relate to “Black Beat," a 
radio program designed for black au
diences. Formerly “Soul Searchers," 
the Radio-TV Commission program 
was updated in title and format in 
January.

Yale Baptist Assembly near Orlando; May 
16-17, Indianapolis and Reno; and May.23-24, 
Atlanta, Washington, New Orleans, and Kan
sas City.

Attending each meeting with the 15 to 20 
laymen will be a member of “Laymen Con
cerned for Bold Mission Thrust,” a state Bap
tist executive secretary, a state Brotherhood 
leader, a layman on the SBC Executive Com
mittee, and a Brotherhood Commission 
trustee and staff member who will convene 
sessions.

The series of meetings grew out of a request 
a year ago to the Executive Committee by 
Laymen Concerned About Bold Mission 
Thrust, an organization of wealthy Baptist 
laymen. They expressed concern about using 
their talents more profitably in sharing their 
faith during the next 20 years.

Emphasizing that attendance at the 
meetings is by invitation, Smith said he ex
pects to make a progress report to the SBC 
Executive Committee in June and a final 
report to the same group in September.

“We hope to use these meetings to help 
locate many men of unusual skills who are 
willing to be used by associations, state Bap
tist conventions, and SBC agencies on a con
sultation or advisory basis,” Smith said.

Other subjects the groups are expected to 
discuss include ways to secure sponsors for 
Mission Service Corps volunteers, how to 
communicate the denomination’s witnessing 
plan to the churches, and how to motivate 
pastors and church members to see the em
phasis as a local church program.

Planning the meetings, including desired 
outcomes and format, were Donald Gent of 
Indianapolis and George McCotter of Lill
ington, N.C. two lay members of the Ex
ecutive Committee; J.T. Williams, a 
developer from Tallahassee, Fla., and Fred 
Roach, president of Centennial Homes, 
Dallas; and four members of the commission 
staff.

Seminary graduates 20; 
honors Glazes' 25 years

BUENOS AIRES, Argentina—Twenty 
students recently participated in graduation 
exercises at International Baptist Theological 
Seminary here. The graduates will serve 
churches in the city and interior.

The main address was brought by A. 
Jackson Glaze Jr., who has been professor of 
Old Testament, former reactor of the 
seminary and a Southern Baptist missionary. 
Before the address, seminary reactor Daniel 
Tinao recognized the 25 years Mr. and Mrs. 
Glaze served the seminary and presented 
them with a gift as they leave Argentina to go 
to Mississippi College, Clinton, where Glaze 
will be head of the religion department.

Bible Society asks 
prayers for China

NEW YORK — In a massive expression of 
hope and love, thousands of people across the 
U.S. are praying that the people of China will 
soon receive more of God’s Word.

The American Bible Society is appealing to 
nearly half a million of its friends and sup
porters to pray for the entry of God’s Word in
to that vast land.

Reports filtering out from China to Bible 
Society officials in Hong Kong describe well- 
attended public church services.

In Shanghai, the largest city in the world, 
more than a thousand people packed the 
Moore Memorial Church recently for the first 
public worship service held in that city in 
years. Older Chinese ministers from different 
denominations took part in what was 
reportedly a very emotional “reopening 
ceremony.”

In Ningpo, the hometown of Chiang Kai- 
shek, worship services have again resumed. 
Observers in China wrote that the first ser
vice was attended by 200 people. Since then 
the figure was risen to 700 at a single service.

At the Religious Studies Institute of the 
Nanking University — formerly the Nanking 
Theological Seminary — scholars are work
ing on a revision of the traditional Union Ver
sion of the Chinese Bible.

According to Bishop K. H. Ting, director of 
the Institute, the revised version will not 
depart from the original text, but will bring 
the languge in line with current usage.

In Peking, an official of the Sri Lanka 
(formerly Ceylon) Embassy reported to the 
Bible Society that worship services are thriv
ing and fully attended.

High court allows 
nativity display

WASHINGTON (BP>—A six-week effort by 
advocates of separation of church and state in 
Denver, Colo, ended in failure here when the 
U.S. Supreme Court refused to reverse a 
lower court ruling which allowed the city of 
Denver to display a traditional nativity scene 
during the Christmas season just passed.

The Court of Appeals for the Tenth Circuit 
had ruled earlier that the city and county of 
Denver could leave the nativity scene in place 
despite a ruling against Denver in a federal 
district court. That decision held that the 
display violated church-state separation.

The original suit was filed by a group of 
Denver residents calling themselves Citizens 
Concerned for Separation of Church and 
State. They were supported in the suit by the 
American Civil Liberties Union.

Federal District Judge Richard Matsch 
agreed with their arguments, ruling that the 
use of public funds to erect and light the 
nativity scene violated the First 
Amendment’s ban on an Establishment of 
Religion by the state.

Denver Mayor William McNichols, 
however, ordered his city attorney to ask the 
Tenth Court of Appeals for a stay of the lower 
order pending appeal for the case on its 
merits. That court agreed and the display was 
left in place.

The other side then asked Supreme Court 
Justice Byron R. White, a Colorado native, to 
ask the nation’s high court to overturn the 
stay order.

Despite its failure to do so, the high court 
will likely be faced with the basic issues of the 
case in the future when the main appeal 
makes its way up the judicial ladder.

The nativity scene routinely was scheduled 
to be dismantled on Jan. 22.

Union hosts art exhibit
JACKSON—A traveling art exhibit featur

ing works by faculty members at Southern 
Baptist colleges nationwide will be on display 
Feb. 4-27 at Union University here.

The 27-piece collection, which includes 
pieces by 17 artists representing 11 of the 
denomination’s four-year colleges, will be 
displayed in Union’s foyer outside G.M. 
Savage Memorial Chapel.

The non-juried art show is free and open to 
the public weekdays from 8 a.m. to 5 p.m.
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EDITORIAL

Another dramatic mission record
Tennessee Baptists established a new record in 

mission support through the Cooperative Program, 
and we did it in a dramatic fashion.

Gifts for last month not only passed the 
$1.5-million for the first time, but obliterated the 
previous record month in so doing. The previous 
record month (October 1979) saw $1,386,417.14 passed 
by $154,897.50 in January—11.2 percent higher than 
the previous recordI

January became the 15th time in the last 29 
months that Tennessee Baptists have passed the 
$l-million mark.

We recognize that some of January’s Cooperative 
program receipts were probably meant for 
December’s total, since December’s receipts reached 
only $789,721.60. Doubtless, the holiday mail rush 
delayed many checks from church treasurers in 
reaching the TBC office before that month’s books 
closed on Friday, Dec. 28.

However, when you take the two months together, 
you can easily see that December and January’s 
Cooperative Program receipts totaled $2,331,036.24.

January closed the first quarter of the current 
budget year for the state convention. Coupled with 
November’s $1,063,014.27 (our ninth highest month), 
we experienced our highest quarter in Cooperative 
Program giving—$3,394,050.51. This is 4.8 percent 
higher than our previous record quarter.

It is indeed heartening to see how Tennessee Bap
tists and their churches have responded to the 
challenging budget-goal of $13-million plus a 
$2-million Bold Mission goal which was adopted by 
messengers to the 1979 state convention.

The mission receipts for the first quarter of the 
budget year are 4.4 percent above the pace necessary 
to reach the basic $13-million goal. However, we are 
running 9.5 percent behind the pace that would be 
needed to attain the basic goal and the Bold Mission 
challenge section of $15-million.

We will readily admit that financial support is not 
the only gauge of mission concern—but it is one in
dication. Jesus reminded us, “For where your 
treasure is, there will your heart be also” (Matthew 
6:21). It follows then that the concerns of one’s heart 
are reflected by how one spends his money!

As Tennessee Baptists become even more im
pressed by the demands and needs of Bold Mission 
Thrust, January’s record total will become a short
lived record as our largest month in mission support.

Indeed, if we are to confront every person on
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earth with the gospel of Jesus Christ by the end of this 
century, last month’s record must quickly become the 
usual, rather than the unusual.

We commend the unselfish giving record of Ten
nessee Baptists which continues to increase. January 
was another milestone—there will be many more.

Gfcero’s 

comment

Love needed By the editor

Next Sunday, Feb. 10, has been designated on the 
calendar of the Southern Baptist Convention as Race 
Relations Sunday. This annual one-day observance 
serves as a reminder that—even though great strides 
in race relations have been made during the past 
generation—there is still much to be done with our at
titudes and action toward those of other ethnic 
groups.

The theme for the 1980 Race Relations Sunday is 
“Love Never Fails.”

Our good intentions have failed to destroy all 
traces of prejudice.

Our programs, especially those directed by our 
Home Mission Board and the Christian Life Commis
sion, have continued to focus our attention on the need 
for improved relationships—but these too have not 
removed deep-seated mistrust of others who are “dif
ferent.”

Our sermons and other emphases on Race Rela
tions Sunday have certainly helped with understand
ing of problems, but obviously have failed to remove 
centuries of suspicion and hatred.

What then can bring about the necessary coopera
tion and good relations between the races?

The theme for Race Relations Sunday provides 
the answer—Love Never Fails.

This quotation from I Corinthians 13 reminds us 
that love is truly the only way to build good race rela
tions. Do we have the kind of Christlike love that is 
demanded?

In that tremendous chapter, Paul goes on to tell 
us about love (The New International Version): 
“Love is patient, love is kind. It does not envy, it does 
not boast, it is not proud. It is not rude, it is not self
seeking, it is not easily angered, it keeps no record of 
wrongs. Love does not delight in evil but rejoices in 
the truth. It always protects, always trusts, always 
hopes, always perseveres.”

That kind of love will never fail to bring good rela
tions between members of different races.

Observe

RACE RELATIONS SUNDAY
February 10,1980

Sponsored by the Christian Life Commission of the Southern Baptist Convention

“Cicero, you will recall that I visited you 
several years ago about an advertisement for 
our new bionic pastor,” reminded Oscar 
Goldman, who became famous in two televi
sion series, “Six Million Dollar Man” and 
“Bionic Woman.”

I nodded, and asked what OSI was doing 
these days now that these two series are ap
pearing only in reruns.

“Well, Cicero, we are entering a new field- 
manufacturing robots,” Oscar observed. “As 
you know, robots will one day perform a large 
number of tasks for human beings. Goldman 
went on to note that his organization was 
focusing their attention on building robots to 
perform work which flesh-and-blood people 
seem to dislike or to avoid.

Cicero wondered why Oscar had come.
“Let me ask you a question. What is the 

greatest personnel need today in Baptist 
churches?” inquired Goldman.

Cicero figured it was not pastors, since in 
Southern Baptist life there are more ordained 
ministers than churches. Perhaps there 
might be a shortage of other church staff 
workers.

Oscar Goldman interrupted. “I am thinking 
of those volunteer tasks within a church. 
Often there is a shortage of officers and 
teachers, but our surveys indicate the 
greatest shortage is for members who will 
visit and witness to prospects.”

Cicero agreed.
“So, we are ready to market a robot named 

Vizzy Torr which a church can purchase to 
make those visits,” Oscar reported.

He pointed out that Vizzy Torr could make 
visits for the church on every night—not just 
the one night that most churches are present
ly using.

It is being manufactured with certain 
characteristics which will aid it in performing 
its functions:

—It will be constructed of non-corrosive 
materials, so that it can even go visiting when 
the weather is bad.

—It will have a re-enforced front panel, so 
that it will not be damaged if a door is 
slammed in its face.

—It will have infrared “eyes,” so that it can 
read those street signs and house numbers 
even in the dark.

—Knuckles will be of carbon steel, so these 
will not wear out from knocking on doors.

—It will not have “ears”—so it will not be 
insulted by harsh responses by those being 
visited.

—It will be programmed with a variety of 
voices, so it can talk like a man, woman,>or 
teenager—depending on the age and gender 
of the person being visited.

—It will have an electronic override 
system, so that it can automatically turn off 
the television sound and talk through the TV 
speaker.

—It will have push buttons which persons 
can use to get answers to their questions and 
arguments, like “I can’t hold out, I’ve com
mitted too many sins, I’m already a church 
member, etc.”

—It will be programmed not to know any 
other robots, so it will not have company 
come and cause it to miss visitation nights.

Cicero noted that all this sounded great, 
“but what about that most important aspect 
of witnessing—the personal testimony of what 
Christ means to the witnesser?”

Oscar paused for a moment and searched 
his notes. “I really don’t know, Cicero,” he 
admitted. “I guess there is really no way to 
‘fake’ or automate that experience. I’ll just 
have to find another market for our robots.’’
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to- t&e ScUtot...
Letters on any religion-related subject are welcomed. Letters of over 300 words 
will not be used. Other letters may be shortened at the discretion of the editor. 
No unsigned letters will be printed, but writer’s name will be withheld for 
sufficient reason. Letters must contain complete address.

Letters to prison
Dear editor:

From time to time in the various state 
papers, I see letters from prison inmates. 
Usually, they are asking for mail in return. 
The inmate says he is lonely, needs someone 
to write to, etc.

As Christians, we should love those in 
prison. Jesus taught that “inasmuch” as we 
minister to them, we do it unto Him.

But a word of caution. A staff member of 
one prison tells me that some inmates solicit 
such letters as a way to beg for money. Once 
they win the confidence of the person writing 
them, they start asking for “cigarette 
money” or “postage money” or whatever. If 
a prisoner can cultivate 10,20,30 or more cor
respondents, you can readily see his potential 
income.

Letter-writing is a worthy ministry. But 
make sure the person you write really wants 
friendship and not a confidence game. I don’t 
say this as a put-down to all prisoners. The 
“preacher” who mails anointed handker
chiefs for a $5 donation is just as bad—or 
worse.

Robert J. Hastings
Box 3486
Springfield, IL 62708

Government abortions
Dear editor:

I just opened the Baptist and Reflector 
(Jan. 23), and these words I see, “Wood hails 
ruling upholding federal funding of 
abortions.”

I do not know Wood, but I see he is executive 
★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★ 
* * * Citizen’s Corner ♦

*By Jerry M. Self
Public affairs and Christian life 

consultant u.
Unless you are a recent victim of a crime or 

are a relative of a prison inmate, it is not like
ly that you have thought much about 
prisoners. Let me suggest two thoughts for 
your consideration.

Ask your legislators to support the Inmate
Labor Reform Act of 
1980. Officially 
designated HB1816 
and SB1935, this bill 
would provide work in
centives for prisoners. 
If passed into law, it 
would make it possible 
for a well-behaved 
prisoner to be released 
sooner than under cur
rent law. On the other 
hand, problems with 
discipline would cause a prisoner to stay in 
longer than now is the case.

The Inmate Labor Reform Act has three 
main purposes: First, it intends to let people 
out of prison in better shape than when they 
came in. Second, they would be taught 
responsibility by receiving more control over 
their own futures. Third, elimination of 
idleness would reduce violence in the system.

Consider, also, a more direct action on your 
part. More than 500 prisoners in the main 
prison facility in Nashville have not received 
a visit from either a family member or a 
friend in over a year. Probably similar cases 
could be reported from the other prisons 
throughout the state. The chaplains who 
minister to these inmates would be glad to 
help you become involved in a regular visita
tion schedule.

Your Christian influence might make the 
difference in some fractured life. If you are 
willing to commit yourself to two visits a 
month for the next three months, call 
Chaplain Dave Phillipy at 741-4650.

director of the Baptist Joint Committee on 
Public Affairs. My prayer is, “God, forgive 
him. He cannot know what he is doing.” 
Where blood is let, one’s conscience or 
religion have nothing to do with it. It’s nothing 
less than murder.

How can we expect this nation to stand 
when one can have murder committed and 
send the bill to our government, and each and 
every taxpayer pays the bill. This breaks my 
heart.

Satan is surely receiving a sweet smelling 
savor from all the innocent blood that is flow
ing, whether it’s the babies of the rich or the 
babies of the poor.

Mrs. Mildred Bramlett
Rt. 1, Box 384
Old Fort, TN 37362

Five statewide conferences set 
to train associational VBS teams

Five statewide Vacation Bible School con
ferences to train associational VBS teams 
have been scheduled during February and 
March, according to Wendell Price, director 
of the Sunday School department of the Ten
nessee Baptist Convention.

The conferences, sponsored by the Sunday 
School department, will be Feb. 21 at 
Brownsville Baptist Church; Feb. 22 at Jud
son Baptist Church, Nashville; March 4 at 
First Baptist Church, Greeneville; March 5 at 
Second Baptist Church, Knoxville; and 
March 6 at Spring Creek Baptist Church, 
Chattanooga.

Each conference will begin at 9 a.m. and 
end at 2:15 p.m.

Last year, Bible schools in Tennessee 
enrolled 234,041 people. There were 2,153 
churches that reported schools, 134 mission 
schools, and 222 Backyard Bible Clubs, for a 
total of 2,509 schools.

In preparation for those schools, 514 
associational workers participated in eight

WMU prepares winter schedule 
for specialized training sessions

church age-level

Mrs. Hall

Knott, Acteens

The schedule for the annual specialized 
training workshops has been announced by 
the Tennessee Woman’s Missionary Union.

Beginning Feb. 25, the workshops will run 
through Mar. 13, focusing on mission study. 
Participants should be 
leaders, according to 
Mary Jane Nethery, 
state WMU director
treasurer.

Conference leaders 
and their audiences 
will include: Mrs. 
Paul Hall, workers 
with Mission Friends; 
Jannie Engelmann, 
Girls in Action (mis
sions adventures); 
Lucy Hoskins, GAs 
(day camping); Linda 
(Studiact); and Bettye Mooneyhan, Baptist 
Women/Baptist Young Women. Mrs. Hall is a 
conference leader from Brentwood; and Mrs. 
Mooneyhan is associational WMU director for 
Shelby County. Others are members of the 
state WMU staff.

Clarksville’s Hilldale Baptist Church will 
host the first training session on Feb. 25. The 
session will run from 6:30-9 p.m. Other loca
tions and times slated are: First Baptist 
Church, Troy, Feb. 26, 6:30-9 p.m.; Poplar 
Heights Baptist Church, Jackson, Feb. 27, 
9:30 a.m.-12 noon; First Baptist Church, Mill
ington, Feb. 28, 9:30 a.m.-12 noon; First Bap
tist Church in Savannah, Feb. 28,6:30-9 p.m.;

Pennies for hunger 
add up to $1,500

NEWPORT NEWS, Va. (BP)-When V. 
Allen Gaines asked his congregation for pen
nies, he had no idea he would get more than 
$1,500 for world hunger.

Gaines, president of the Baptist General 
Association of Virginia and pastor of 
Parkview Baptist Church, Newport News, 
proposed in a sermon that his people save one 
cent per meal from October until the end of 
the year.

Once the appeal was made, the pennies 
started coming in and they are still coming in. 
So far, church members have counted 
$1,526.51. Some people brought in quart jars 
and gallon jugs filled with pennies they had 
been saving for years and the church got one 
check from Florida.

The 2,500-member church gave this money 
in addition to its regular offerings and its 
$6,500 goal for the Lottie Moon Christmas Of
fering for foreign missions.

state training sessions, and 67 associations 
conducted 11 clinics involving 7,903 church 
VBS workers. Thirty-eight churches will 
receive Distinguished Achievement Awards 
for 1979 VBS work.

The number of adults attending Vacation 
Bible School continued to grow last year. In 
1979, 479 churches reported an adult section, 
enrolling 8,388 persons.

Each year about 5,000 persons are con
verted and baptized into Baptist churches, ac
cording to Price. Last year, 3,644 professions 
of faith were reported in 1,400 churches.

Price said most Vacation Bible Schools are 
conducted in the evening. Last year 51.8 per
cent of the schools were held in the evening 
and 40.2 percent were morning schools.

Fifteen student missionaries worked in 12 
associations for a total of 136 weeks, helping 
in 169 schools.

Vacation Bible Schools collected a total of 
$100,212 during 1979, with 79.5 percent going to 
Southern Baptist causes through the 
Cooperative Program.

and First Baptist Church, Pulaski, Feb. 29, 
9:30 a.m.-12 noon.

In March, the schedule will include: Third 
Baptist Church, Murfreesboro, Mar. 10, 6:30-9 
p.m.; Washington Avenue Baptist Church, 
Cookeville, Mar. 11,9:30 a.m.-12 noon; Broad
way Baptist Church, Maryville, Mar. 11, 
6:30-9 p.m. ; Colonial Heights Baptist Church, 
Kingsport, Mar. 12, 9:30 a.m.-12 noon; Con
cord Baptist Church, Chattanooga, Mar. 13, 
9:30 a.m.-12 noon; and First Baptist Church, 
Athens, Mar. 13, 6:30-9 p.m.

Worker holds job despite 
refusal to pay union dues

WASHINGTON (BP)-A Seventh-Day 
Adventist worker in Alaska will be able to 
keep his job in spite of his refusal to pay union 
dues.

The U.S. Supreme Court noted here that it 
has no jurisdiction in the case of Robert A. 
Wondzell, a lumber worker who said that 
belonging or contributing to a union violated 
his religion.

The Alaska Supreme Court ruled last June 
that the local lumber workers union, to which 
Wondzell was required to pay monthly dues of 
$6.75, had failed to accommodate his religious 
needs as required by federal law.

Union attorneys asked the nation’s high 
court to hear the case, arguing that 
“religiously motivated ‘free riders’” such as 
Wondzell stand in direct conflict with federal 
labor policy.

j Personal j
| perspective j
ft BY TOM MADDEN ft 
0 TBC executive secretary Q

The 1980 Super Bowl has come and gone, 
but the word, “super” lingers in my mind. It 
seems to me far too many things are called 
“super.” It used to be we just had “Super
man,” but now the word “super” is applied 
not only to football and certain “stars,” but 
also to gasoline, glue, 
and soap, among other 
things.

I may very well be 
wrong, but somehow I 
have never thought 
our Lord wants us to 
be “super Christians,” 
or preach “super ser
mons,” and try to 
grow “super con
gregations.” I have 
long felt God wants us
to be faithful, consecrated stewards of all He 
has entrusted to us.

This could very well be the challenge of our 
times—to be just normal New Testament 
Christians; loving Christ, loving His church, 
and being burdened and concerned for a lost 
world. I do believe this would bring normal 
peace and happiness to His people.

At the risk of being misunderstood, I don’t 
believe God calls us to be “super saints,” just 
normal ones.

Gordon Whiteley joins 
Radio-TV Commission

FORT WORTH, Tex.—Gordon Whiteley, of 
Louisville, Ky., is new producer-consultant in 
the broadcast services department of the 
Southern Baptist Radio-Television Commis
sion here.

Whiteley, former instructional television 
production manager for WKPC-TV, 
Louisville, joins other members of broadcast 
services in helping churches, associations, 
state conventions, and Southern Baptist agen
cies with media needs.

Department members produce spot an
nouncements and special programming for 
radio and television, offer professional advice 
for improving the broadcasting of worship 
services, and conduct full state-wide cam
paigns involving all aspects of the com
munications media.

Southern seminary hosts 
1980 missions conference

LOUISVILLE, Ky.—The Southern Baptist 
Theological Seminary here will hold its 24th 
annual Student Missions Conference Feb. 
22-24. The theme this year is “Touch and Be 
Touched.”

Speakers will include Duke K. McCall, 
president of the seminary; Jimmy R. Allen, 
president of the Southern Baptist Radio and 
Television Commission, Fort Worth, Tex.; 
Howard W. Parshall, director of pastoral 
services and chaplain at Inecrest State 
School, Louisiana; William R. O’Brien, 
secretary of the Foreign Mission Board’s 
denominational coordination department and 
his wife, Dellanna, who formerly served as 
missionaries to Indonesia; and Bertha Smith, 
missionary emeritus to China.

O'Shields joins NC staff
RALEIGH, N.C. (BP)-Claud O’Shields, 

former eastern representative for the 
Southern Baptist Radio and Television Com
mission, has joined the North Carolina Bap
tist Convention staff as a part-time consultant 
in radio and TV.

O’Shields will help churches and associa
tions in North Carolina develop radio and TV 
ministries, promote the convention’s video 
tape program, and coordinate a joint 
evangelistic campaign media emphasis.
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When Davidson's computer talks, pastors listen
By Marv Knox

BAYTOWN, Tex. (BP)-When Chester 
Davidson’s computer talks, pastors listen.

That’s because Davidson feeds his machine 
all kinds of raw data about their churches and 
communities, and it, in turn, provides them 
with information they need to keep pace with 
constant expansion in the metropolitan 
Houston area.

Davidson is research and planning consul
tant for the Baptist Associations Coorelating 
Committee (BACC), a planning consortium of 
nine Southern Baptist associations and 540 
churches. His microcomputer is the cog 
around which serious planning revolves— 
planning which means success for 
evangelism and Christian social ministry ef
forts throughout the area.

BACC was formed in 1973 to facilitate 
church extension, save churches in transi
tional communities and help Southern Bap
tists meet the needs of 3.5 million people, ex
plained Mack Smoke, BACC convener and 
bay area director of missions.

A year later, the committee hired Davidson 
to take charge of demographic research and 
to help churches and associations prepare for 
the future. His responsibilities include keep
ing track of people and their lifestyles and 
reporting his findings back to the committee 
in relatively simple language.

He probed latest public records to learn all 
he could about area population. He charted 
construction of new single and multiple fami
ly housing, checked total population growth 
trends, surveyed racial and ethnic transi
tions. He digested every available piece of 

GETTING THE FACTS—From information gleaned out of Chester Davidson's 
microcomputer, Southern Baptist leaders learn data for reaching more people. 
Davidson, left, shows Mack Smoke data received about churches and com
munities in southeast Texas.

Volunteer critically ill 
following Nigerian trip

RICHMOND, Va. (BP)—One member of a volunteer evangelistic team is listed in 
critical condition suffering from cerebral malaria and another team member has 
received medical treatment following their return from Nigeria.

Milford Doss Jr. of Somerset, Ky., became seriously ill following his Jan. 18 return 
from a 22-day visit in Nigeria. In the intensive care unit of the University of Kentucky 
Hospital, Lexington, Doss is unconscious with a high fever.

Another team member, Wiley B. Faw Jr., has been ill with a fever and is expected to 
be hospitalized. Faw, pastor of Friendship Baptist Church, Lincoln County, Ky., is the 
son of Southern Baptist missionaries Mr. and Mrs. Wiley B. Faw Sr. of Gombe, Nigeria.

Missionary Faw and C.E. Jacobs, pastor of Pleasant Hill Baptist Church, Somerset, 
Ky., coordinated the trip. The seven-member team assisted with evangelistic projects in 
Gombe, in the northeastern part of Nigeria east of Jos, and in Kafanchan, south of Jos, 
from Dec. 27 through Jan. 17.

Franklin T. Fowler, medical consultant for the Southern Baptist Foreign Mission 
Board, said that cerebral malaria is the more serious type of the disease that affects the 
brain functions and has a higher mortality rate than the more common type of malaria.

He said there have been no reports from the field that any Southern Baptist mis
sionaries have had similar problems.

pertinent information and reported it back to 
BACC, explaining the ramifications of his 
data for area churches and associations.

Davidson’s task was difficult during the 
first year, for he worked all his mathematical 
equations and forecast all his predictions on a 
small printing calculator. He later ac
celerated his progress by “buying” time on 
computers at the University of Houston and 
nearby Lee College, but the cost proved to be 
prohibitive for continued use.

Then high technology came to the rescue 
with the advent of affordable microcom
puters. For about $4,500, BACC bought a com
puter as useful in Davidson’s work as the 
$30,000 machines he operated at the schools.

More importantly, Davidson has access to 
his computer at all times, thus allowing him 
to keep specific tabs on the progress of 
churches and to work out computer programs 
that most efficiently meet their needs for 
planning information.

“We eventually plan to record data on all 
500-plus churches in the area,” he said. “We’ll 
include 15 items (such as average Sunday 
School attendance, average church enroll
ment, average offering receipts) for about 
eight years, spread out over enough years to 
show definite trends within the church.”

Such information will help church staffs 
and lay leaders to evaluate their programs 
and efforts in light of an accurate, com
prehensive, objective view, he said.

The combined data also will allow associa- 
tional and area leaders to positively compare 
the work in various associations and 
geographical areas, he added. Additionally, it 

will aid them in comparing relative effec
tiveness of old and new churches, large and 
small congregations and other variables.

These comparisons—both intra-church 
studies and area analyses—should help 
leaders discover strengths and weaknesses 
and allow them to build upon the positive 
while reconstructing the negative.

Beyond these internal studies, Davidson’s 
computer has a vital role in the future of 
BACC and its representative churches. 
Davidson already has assimilated housing 
statistics into predictions for population 
trends throughout the area. And after the-1980 
U.S. Census is reported, he’ll know even more 
about housing characteristics, poverty areas 
and the age, sex, ethnicity, and marital and 
educational status of the population.

The data will help churches prepare 
ministries to meet specific needs of their com
munities, he said.

“This kind of information once was out
dated by the time we used it,” he said. “But 
that’s no longer true because of the computer 
and faster census service. “As we collect in
formation, I’ll begin to build files to share 
with associational and church leaders so that

Allen warns ABC-TV audience
of need to awaken spiritually

FORT WORTH, Tex. (BP)—A global 
“spiritual awakening” is the world’s only 
hope in the 1980s, said Jimmy R. Allen, presi
dent of the Southern Baptist Radio and Televi
sion Commission, on the ABC-TV news 
religious-cultural series, “Directions.”

In a half-hour discussion with Herbert 
Kaplow, ABC news correspondent, Allen said 
the “spiritual malaise,” or lack of religious 
concern, of the ’70s was leading to a “new en
thusiasm for religion” in the ’80s. This 
spiritual awakening, “evidenced by the 
number of people of all ages examining 
spiritual values as the base root of their 
lives,” is emerging in both domestic and 
foreign policy, he said.

Allen, immediate past Southern Baptist 
Convention president, appeared on “Direc
tions” on Jan. 27 in the last of a four-part 
series on ethical, moral, and religious options 
for the 1980s entitled “Counsel for the ’80s.” 
The segment was taped in Allen’s office at the 
Radio and Television Commission in Fort 
Worth.

In the first three parts, Kaplow interviewed 
Saul Linowitz, President Carter’s am
bassador at large for Middle East negotia
tions; Martin Marty, a leading Protestant 
writer/philosopher; and James Monroe 
Cameron, a Roman Catholic philosopher, 
poet and lecturer of St. Michael’s College, 
Toronto, Canada.

A consultant to the Camp David domestic 
summit conference in 1979, Allen said the 
American people are now addressing the lack 
of confidence in themselves which caused the 
absence of faith and religion in the last 
decade.

“The decade of the ’70s was a time of disen
chantment and withdrawal into inward 
journey,” he said. “People were not as gung- 
ho about the government, environmental 
changes, or meeting the needs of the human 
spirit as we once were. Now, however, God is 
bringing about a spiritual awakening which is 
the prelude to a breakthrough essential to the 
health of our nation.

“God has given us a spiritual hunger and 
the American people are spending a lot of 
energy to. satisfy it,” he continued. “When 
there is a hunger, God is not far behind trying 
to meet the needs of his people.”

Allen, who recently returned from a fact- 
finding mission to Iran, also discussed the im
portance of morality in foreign policy.

“If the United States shows no concern for 
human values in its foreign policy, we become 
so much like those we are opposing, we don’t 
leave much of an option for Third World coun
tries,” he said.

“As Americans, we must be as true to our 

they can put the strength of their churches 
behind the needs of those around them.” 
Those needs run the gamut from establishing 
bilingual daycare centers to starting new 
churches.

Davidson, whose work has earned praise 
from pastors and associational leaders, em
phasizes the importance of computer usage 
by other Southern Baptists.

“Any program I’ve written and am using 
could be run by an inexperienced operator in 
15 minutes,” he said. “And if leaders looked 
around, nearly all churches or associations 
could find someone who would be happy to set 
up their programs.

“For a nominal investment, many churches 
and almost all associations can afford to buy 
computers that can help them with their 
membership and financial records and do the 
same kind of planning we’re doing here,” he 
said. “Associations need them, and churches 
can use them” to make the most effective use 
of their resources.

Only time will tell if Southern Baptist 
pastors and associational leaders will listen to 
Chester Davidson as well as BACC pastors 
listen to his computer.

ALLEN ON ’DIRECTIONS" — Jimmy 
Allen, president of the Radio-TV Com
mission, appeared Jan. 27, on the 
ABC News religious-cultural series, 
"Directions." The interview was part 
of a series on ethical, moral, and 
religious options for the 1980's.

basic principles about liberty, freedom, and 
human rights in our foreign policy as we insist 
on in our domestic policy.”

Speaking specifically about the crisis in 
Iran, Allen said the role of Islam will be a con
siderable and growing force in the ’80s. He ex
pressed concern over the lack of knowledge 
many theologians, including himself, have 
about the Islamic faith.

In reference to separation of church and 
state, Allen said he feels church people should 
speak to the conscience of governmental deci
sion makers. “The church should participate 
in the decision making process but not 
dominate it, just as the government should 
not dominate the church.”

Areas to be tilled in the '80s, Allen said, are 
human survival, world hunger, and energy.

When accused by Kaplow of being an “eter
nal optimist” Allen responded: “It may be op
timism. I call it faith...faith in the power of 
God who can resurrect the dead. Theology im
pinges on faith as the power of God fuses the 
two together.

“There’s a great need in this vacuum we’ve 
got today for a spiritual awakening in this 
country. I believe God is bringing it about.”
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INTERNATIONAL TALENT—One of the highlights of the conference was a talent 
show. Students representing almost every continent participated in the event.

International students 
retreat to Camp Carson

NEWPORT—They came to Camp Carson 
from college campuses all over Tennessee. 
They came to Tennessee from all over the 
world—literally.

About 100 college students, predominantly 
Internationals from 32 nations, gathered at 
the Baptist campground Feb. 1-3, for the 1980 
Tennessee International Student Conference, 
sponsored by the Tennessee Baptist student 
department.

They greeted each other in such languages 
as Spanish, Arabic, Japanese, and German. 
When the language groups mixed, they 
reverted to English. When English failed, 
they communicated through the universal 
language—a smile.

Their names were strange to the ears of the 
American students present—Vivek, Tiko, Ab
dul, Maritza, and Romeo.

Some are refugees who fled their own na
tions during the heat of political unrest. They 
are nomads with no place they can now call 
home.

Many have been sent to the United States by 
their governments to become engineers, doc
tors, agriculturalists, or urban planners.

Some are Christians. Others are Muslim, 
Hindu, Bahai, or adherents of any number of 
other religions.

Some came to Camp Carson simply to get 
away from campus. Some came because they 
were lonely and needed fellowship with other 
Internationals who would understand their 
needs. Some came out of curiosity about the 
“Baptists” who sponsored the conference.

“We’re not here to push our faith on them,” 
said Bill Henry, associate in the Tennessee

SHARING CHRIST—Maritza Perez shared her testimony in word and in song dur
ing the 1980 Tennessee International Student Conference.

Baptist student department, “but we are here 
to present our faith. We give every opportuni
ty for them to ask questions and to see if our 
faith meets their spiritual needs.”

During the weekend, presentation of the 
Christian faith was programmed, but only on 
a “soft-sell” basis. Merrill Moore, former 
Southern Baptist missionary to Gaza, spoke 
twice on “An Observation on Life.” Moore is 
now in medical practice in Alcoa.

But the more direct sharing of the gospel 
came from the students themselves—Interna
tionals who are Christians and American 
students (about one to every four or five In
ternationals present) who were invited to at
tend because of the ability they have shown on 
campus to relate to International students.

The students gathered informally in small 
clusters, sharing their faith. They witnessed 
one to one. They gave their testimonies to the 
entire group. They spoke of God’s love and the 
cross of Christ.

“The conference acts as a catalyst,” Henry 
explained. “Decisions will happen on the 
campus when they get back.”

He said the real purpose of the conference is 
simply to offer friendship to the International 
students, showing them that Christians are in
terested in their needs.

Glenn Yarbrough, Tennessee Baptist stu
dent director, commented, “The critical in
ternational political scene has focused atten
tion upon the importance of student meetings 
of this type. We believe that this gathering 
has the potential for affecting the future rela
tionships of nations.”

'You can’t fight God/ 
Maritza Perez declares

By Charlie Warren
When Maritza Perez tells others how Christ 

can change their lives dramatically, she 
speaks with integrity Her own life has been 
transformed.

Maritza presented her testimony Sunday 
morning, Feb. 3, during the Tennessee Inter
national Student Conference at Camp Carson. 
Newport.

Born into a wealthy family in Managua, 
Nicaragua, Maritza’s life started out without 
trauma. Then, her family lost their wealth, 
her mother died, and she faced a life of pover
ty without a mother’s love.

“I couldn’t cope with poverty,” she re
called. “I had hate because of it. My goal was 
to get money. I decided never to love 
anyone—it hurt too much.”

She joined a gang in Managua and found 
herself trapped in a life of alcohol, cigarettes, 
gang fights, sex, and delinquency. She 
seriously considered suicide.

It took a major earthquake to bring a turn
ing point to her life. A couple of days after the 
quake, she was wandering around the ruins 
aimlessly, “with no feelings.” She saw long 
lines of injured people waiting to receive 
treatment at the Baptist Hospital. She 
stopped to see if she could help in any way. 
They gave her a job in the reception area.

A young girl who was a member of 
Managua’s First Baptist Church talked with 
her, telling her, “Maritza, you need a friend. 
And I want to be your friend.”

“I don’t need a friend, Maritza countered, 
“I don’t need anybody.”

“Maritza, God loves you so much,” her 
friend told her, “and I want to love you too.”

Though she tried to avoid the girl, she was 
persistent, continually visiting Maritza’s 
home and talking of God’s love.

“It finally got to me,” Maritza said, 
“because you can’t fight God.”

Reluctantly, she attended the Baptist 

church. She was surprised when all of the 
young people knew her name and told her. 
“We’ve been praying for you."

A school dropout with an alcohol problem 
and a life full of sin, Maritza couldn’t under
stand why God loved her. Neither did she 
understand how she could accept Christ and 
change her ways.

Finally, in desperation, she prayed. “God 
I’ll accept Your Son Jesus Christ, but You’ll 
have to perform a miracle in my life.

“And He did.” she said. She immediately 
turned away from her >ld life, and God began 
to teach her how to lo»e again, she said.

She jumped at an opportunity to attend col
lege in the United States. She is now a student 
at the University of Tennessee at Martin.

She believes God placed her there as a mis
sionary to the Latin Americans in the area. 
“I’m ‘mama’ to 350 Latin Americans," she 
said.

Last summer she served as a BSU- 
sponsored summer missionary, working with 
Internationals in the Nashville area. Her 
future is uncertain, but unless another 
miracle happens, she can never return to 
Nicaragua.

Her father, an accountant for the Air Force 
under the previous government, is in prison. 
She writes to him regularly but receives no 
response. She fears he may be dead.

A friend of her family called her a couple of 
years ago, warning her never to return 
because she too would be suspect.

Though her first choice would be to return 
to her country, she believes God may want 
her to go as a missionary to some other Latin 
American nation.

Addressing the International students at
tending the conference who are not already 
Christians, Maritza said, “Don’t look at 
Christians expecting us to be perfect. We re 
only human. Look to God. Give God a chance. 
He loves you just like He loves me.”
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Bible Puzzle
Answers on page 10

1 2 H4 5 "6 8 9

10 I11 12 ^■13

14 I15 Jr.
17 18 19

§20 I21
23 |24 125 26 27

28 29 30 I31
32 33 ■ 34

135 ■ 36 37

38 39 40 41 42

43 1 45

46 i r... 48

49 ■ 50 I51

51 Aaron’s budded 
(Heb. 9:4)

DOWN

ACROSS
1 Postscripts: abbr.
4 Guidebooks: abbr.
7 “What is —”

(Heb. 2)
10 Jungfrau
11 Irked
13 Unclean thing 

(Lev. 11:30)
14 “upon the great —1 

(Ex. 29)
15 Slavonic fairy
16 Death notice
17 “multitude of the 

 ” (Luke 2)
20 Herod (Acts 12:1)
21 It became black 

(Rev. 6:12)
22 City of Benjamin 

(Josh. 18:23)
24 A Burmese people
25 Recipe abbr.

28 Female unicorn in 
Chinese mythology

29 Wash
31 Garden tool
32 Gold container

(Isa. 46:6)
33 Eastern Church veil
34 “both — and 

Greeks” (Acts 19)
35 The grampus
36 Pitfall
38 “bold to--------- ” 

(Phil. 1)
43 Get together
44 Prince of Midian 

(Judg. 8:3)
45 Sorrow
46 Home in Spain
47 Facial feature
48 Greek word
49 Baseball great
50 Tell: var.

CRYPTOVERSE

JDYQ QHMJD

Today’s Cryptoverse clue: U equals L

1 “in the — of 
judgment” (Isa. 40)

2 Blackthorn
3 “- lies” (1 Tim. 4)
4 “law was — by 

Moses” (John 1)
5 “— forth the best” 

(Luke 15)
6 Vend
7 Gangs of criminals
8 Aflame
9 Fisherman’s need

12 “in the-----Herod” 
(Luke 1)

13 Satellite
18 Vigor
19 “that devise my —” 

(Psa. 35)
22 Priestly garment
23 By way of
24 “fowls of the —” 

(Acts 11)
25 “of------of the air” 

(Eph. 2)
26 Plant
27 Foot part
29 Man (1 Chron. 2:6)
30 Calculate
34 Talk: slang
35 Greek mountains
36 “— things speak” 

(Tit. 2)
37 One who opposes 

authority
38 “make a mercy —” 

(Ex. 25)
39 Nuisance
40 Run
41 Rotary: comb, form
42 Not alive
43 Mill culls out: abbr.

J D C U B S V U C H S G

GBJ JDC IHR JDC DCHJDCGB A

The Church 
Records 

Management 
System'?..

Complete 
accounting/ 

record keeping 
system for your 
church in the 

areas of:
1. Membership
2. Contributions
3. Expenses
4. Budgets

To change or correct 
your address

Attach in this space your address 
label found on the front page of your 
latest copy of the BAPTIST AND 
REFLECTOR. Please give your new 
address below—including your zip 
code. When changing address, please 
give two weeks notice. Please write, 
do not call address changes to insure 
accuracy.

Data 
MANAGEMENT 

CONSULTANTSJNC.
4731 TROUSDALE DRIVE 

NASHVILLE, TN 37220-(615)832-0936

Consulting, System Design, 
Programming

All correspondence relating 
to your subscription
should be accompanied by our address 
label. If you are receiving duplicate 
copies, please send both labels.

Address all requests to:

BAPTIST AND REFLECTOR
Post Office Box 347

Brentwood, Tennessee 37027

Name _________________________
Please Print

Address _______________________

City ___________________________

State Zip Code

pulpit
By Jim N. Griffith

When a patient complained of left thigh and lower back pain, a physician in New Jersey 
asked the man to show him his billfold which was packed so full of money the doctor deter
mined that the wallet was putting pressure on the sciatic nerve and causing discomfort.

The ailment was diagnosed as “wallet sciatica,” but it could just as easily be described 
as “miser’s misery.”

In fact, many preachers know from personal experience that when they touch on a 
man’s wallet, they have struck a nerve.

Yes sir, congestion of the pocketbook can prove to be a gainful malady — causing the 
same type of discomfort as a tightly closed hand.

There is no doubt that many church members need to lose some weight — from their 
wallets.

And here is a remedy that will bring instant relief from “wallet sciatica”: Remove the 
pressure by giving generously every time the collection plate is passed.

Dealing with problem people
By Hershel H. Hobbs

“And if any man obey not our word by this 
epistle, note that man, and have no company 
with him, that he may be ashamed” 2 
Thessalonians 3:14.

Paul apparently does not intend to write of 
this matter again. This was his second effort 
to deal with the problems in Thessalonica 
growing out of the Lord’s return.

So he says that if anyone does not obey his 
words about idle busybodies, “note that man, 
and have no company with him.” Literally, 
“Put a tag on that man.” Let people know him 
for what he is. By ostracizing him perhaps he

Foundation

Messages that endure
By Jonas L. Stewart 

Executive Secretary-Treasurer
It is reported that in 1935 a bottle containing 

a note was found on a beach in Japan. The 
note had been placed in the bottle 150 years 
earlier. It revealed that the sender and his 
companion had been marooned by shipwreck 
on a waterless island. The tragedy was that 
the message was useless after it was 
delivered because the doomed sailors had 
long since been dead.

There are many people now sending mean
ingful messages into the ages through a trust 
in their wills and in some cases through a liv
ing trust fund. These have left a portion of 
their estate to the Tennessee Baptist Founda
tion as trustee, directing that the income be 
paid to Christian causes supported by our 
churches.

When such funds come to the Foundation in 
trust they are set up in the name of the 
donors. In this way their message of love and 
salvation reaches across the oceans and into 
the nations of the earth. They will be telling 
others of the saving grace of God until Jesus 
comes back to earth again. This will not be 
like a meaningless message washed ashore in 
a bottle, but a saving message reaching dis
tant shores by living messengers sent out by 
funds provided by those who walk the golden 
streets of heaven.

For information about a living trust or 
about preparing a Christian will to preserve 
the estate, write to the Tennessee Baptist 
Foundation, Box 347, Brentwood, 37027.

AIRPLANES
FOR MISSIONARY AND

EVANGELISTIC ENDEAVORS
FREE CONSULTATION

Phone 615/523 4844 EVENINGS

LITTLE GIANT
_____ The name Io remember for

FIBERGLASS BAPTISTRIES 
^SPIRES—CROSSES I I 

yWWATER HEATERS 4 ■
KRINKLGLAS U Ur 

WINDOWS 
Church credit plans available. 

Free colored brochure 
UTTlf GIANT MANUFACTURING CO, INC. 
Dept. 6/ Box 518/Orange,Texas77630 

Phone: 713-883-4246 

will also see himself as others see him, and be 
made to be ashamed. The greatest problem 
about such people is that they delude some 
and gain a following. It is of such that church 
strife and division are made. But if every 
other believer takes Paul’s advice, such a 
person usually will get in step with others for 
the good of the cause of Christ. This is not ar
tificial conformity but genuine repentance.

Other Christians should not regard this per
son as an enemy, but as a Christian brother to 
be admonished. When problems arise we 
should not simply look the other way in hopes 
that they will go away. They should be dealt 
with forthwith and in Christian love.

After a benediction of peace, Paul signed 
this letter to let his readers know that it is ge
nuine, not a forgery. As noted previously, this 
became a standard practice of the apostle in 
future letters (Gal. 6:11).

Devotional

.Church prays
By Sara Bradford Saunders

“Peter therefore was kept in prison: but 
prayer was made without ceasing of the 
church unto God for him” Acts 12:5.

As I was preparing to go to prayer meeting 
one night, I received a telephone call; our 
four-year-old granddaughter had a knot on 
her neck. Her parents were ready to take her 
to the hospital for removal of the knot. Their 
doctor thought it malignant. It could be 
leukemia, he had said. Her parents wanted 
me to keep the two older children.

Immediately I took this need to the Lord, 
and after a brief prayer, I called the church. 
One of the deacons answered, and I requested 
prayer for our granddaughter. My husband 
called from work, and I related the sad news 
to him...

Soon our house was overflowing with the 
two children. There followed a week and a 
half of very anxious times.

Many people prayed in our own local 
church along with friends and others in 
various churches. One day my mother’s old 
school chum called from across town td'say 
she was praying.

One morning as I was praying, I felt a deep 
assurance. A telephone call came from our 
daughter-in-law that afternoon, and I learned 
that our grandchild did not have a malignan
cy. The doctor had sent the growth to Vander
bilt and later to a university hospital in Texas. 
Everything was all right, and the child did not 
have cancer. The church people had prayed.

Prayer thought for the day: “O give thanks 
unto the Lord, for He is good: for His mercy 
endureth for ever” Psalm 107:1. Let us 
remember to thank God always for continual 
care.

Mrs. Saunders is a member of Gallatin 
Road Baptist Church, Nashville.

National Church Furnishings, Inc.
I 1123 Church Street, Suite 408

A
 Nashville, Tennessee 37203 -ZlfSr 

Phone (615) 254 0836 /
STEEPLES BAPTISTRIES

•.wee- I-800-327-9009 Ext.922
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Our People and Our Churches . . .
PEOPLE...

Members of Corinth Baptist Church in 
Sharon honored two members in special serv
ices recently. Jodie Hathcoat, a deacon at the 
church for many years, has taught a Sunday 
School class for 50 years. Mrs. Hathcoat has 
served as church treasurer for nearly 30 
years. Former pastor Harold Grissom, who 
was their pastor for 12 years spoke at the 
service. Pastor Virgil Blankenship brought 
the message.

E.B. Bowen, executive director-treasurer, 
Tennessee Baptist Children’s Homes, has 
been named pastor emeritus of Allen Baptist 
Church near Brownsville. He is serving as in
terim pastor there now.

Jeff Donald Gwaltney, a member of First 
Baptist Church in Donelson, graduated sum- 
ma cum laude from Belmont College in 
Nashville last month. Gwaltney maintained 
an overall grade point average of 3.923 on a 
4.0 scale. He was a management major. He 
was also the recipient of the Walter Hale 
Award for the best all around student.

Park Avenue Baptist Church in Memphis 
ordained Jim Anthony and Cal Henry as 
deacons. Bill Belva is pastor.

Mrs. Nannie Meador, a member of Round 
Lick Baptist Church in Watertown died 
recently at the age of 101. She had been a 
member at Round Lick since 1917, except for 
a brief period when her membership was at 
First Baptist Church in Lebanon. Eugene O. 
Schmid is pastor of the Watertown congrega
tion.

Lincoln Park Baptist Church, Knoxville, 
honored church organist Mrs. Swan Breeding 
for having served in that post for 25 years. 
Ted J. Ingram is pastor.

Milton Halliburton, Kenneth Herring, 
Albert Jones, Joe Hutto, and Steve Lane were 
ordained as deacons at Ivy Memorial Baptist 
Church in Nashville. Verlon W. Moore is 
pastor.

Missionary kid starts 
outreach to schoolmates

MAFEKING, Bophuthatswana—Ten-year- 
old Tresha Kay Tailman, a Southern Baptist 
MK (missionary kid) in Bophuthatswana, 
isn’t leaving all the mission work to her 
parents.

She started a Saturday morning Bible study 
for her school friends. They sing, play games, 
eat, pray, and study the Bible, using study 
books with questions they answer by looking 
up Bible verses.

Two boys in the group led a new Chinese 
schoolmate to become a Christian and join the 
group, and a 10-year-old girl accepted Jesus 
as her Savior during the question time after 
one of the studies.

First Baptist Church in Tiptonville or
dained five deacons. They included: Sidney J. 
Ashmore, Robert Earl Gooch, Raymond H. 
Goodgine, Joseph Clifton Sturdivant, and 
William A. Stepp. The charge was given by 
Ray Allison, chairman of deacons. The or
dination message was delivered by Jerry 
Paul, pastor.

Larry Gardner was ordained as a deacon at 
Liberty Baptist Church in White Bluff. The 
church was organized last summer under the 
watchcare of the Truett Association. Larry 
W. Forester is pastor of the church.

Messengers to the executive board meeting 
of the East Tennessee Association named 
J.H. Stogner as director of missions emeritus. 
Stogner retired in December as director of 
missions.

SOUTH—“Although 4 million, or 40 percent of 
all poor children in the United States, live in 
14 Southern states, only about half of these 
children receive Aid To Families With Depen
dent Children (AFDC) benefits and Medicaid 
coverage for health services. These and other 
facts on the condition of children living in the 
South were included in a recent preliminary 
report issued by the Southern Growth Policies 
Board, an interstate agency representing 14 
Southern states. While the number and pro
portion of Southern children living in poor 
families have declined since 1969, the propor
tion of children under age five living in pover
ty remains unchanged and includes almost 1 
million pre-school children. According to the 
study, ‘the overall poverty rate among U.S. 
children outside of the South is 13 percent 
compared to 21 percent in the South’.” 
(MEDIA TIP SHEET, Number 28-29)

WORLD POPULATION DURING 1970s 
GREW 700 MILLION—“The world’s popula
tion grew by some 700 million during the 
decade of the 1970s, it was reported recently. 
The Population Reference Bureau, Inc., a 
non-profit research organization based in 
Washington, DC, said the population is ex
pected to expand by another 900 million in the 
decade beginning January 1. The bureau said 
global population now stands at approximate
ly 4.4 billion.” (THE TENNESSEAN, 
December 28, 1979)

TENNESSEANS IN TANZANIA — Leon Rhodes (left) and Steve Seymore (above), 
volunteers from First Baptist Church, Paris, help build a national assembly for 
Baptists in Tanzania. Jim Elliot, also from the Paris church, worked with them on 
the three-week project. Although bricks and lumber were available in Tanzania, 
concrete blocks had to be made on the site. In response to a shortage of soap in 
the country, First Baptist collected a large supply of soap to be used in the center.

Grandview Baptist Church, Nashville, or
dained Sam Carlton and Stan Reece as 
deacons. Charles Dennis is pastor.

CHURCHES...
Members of First Baptist Church in Con

cord announced the completion of a children’s 
building. The 17,000 sq.ft, structure will house 
all preschool and children’s departments. 
Dedication services were held this month. Joe 
R. Stacker is pastor.

Sharon Baptist Church, Shiloh Association, 
completed major renovation recently, and 
made plans for future buildings. Dell Sewell is 
pastor.

Note burning ceremonies were held recent
ly at Glenwood Baptist Church in Nashville. 
Church treasurer Albert Zimmerman led in 
the ceremony which marked the final pay
ment on a 1966 bond issue of $287,500. Roy 
Helton, professor emeritus of religion at Bel
mont College in Nashville, spoke at the serv
ice. Ray B. McCall is pastor.

Southeast Baptist Church, Murfreesboro, 
held dedication services and open house for 
an education, fellowship, and recreation com
plex recently. Don Edwards is pastor.

Southwestern grad 
enters ministry

Accepting his first pastorate since gradua
tion from Southwestern Baptist Theological 
Seminary, David Coleman is serving the con
gregation of Antioch Baptist Church in 
Sevierville.

Coleman accepted the Antioch pastorate 
last month after the 
resignation and retire
ment of Ray F. 
Williams, who served 
the church for 18 
years.

The new pastor at
tended Atlantic Chris
tian College in Wilson, 
N.C. and Pembroke 
State University in 
Pembroke, N.C. After 
receiving a B.A. de Coleman
gree in religion and philosophy, he enrolled at 
Southwestern. There, he earned a master’s 
degree in religious education.

Mrs. Coleman, who will serve in religious 
activities at the church, is a graduate of 
Southwest Baptist College, Bolivar, Mo., and 
Southwestern seminary.

CHAPEL SPEAKER — Bobby Moore 
(right), pastor of Broadway Baptist 
Church, Memphis, spoke at a recent 
chapel program at Mississippi Col
lege, Clinton, where Tom Alexander 
(left), a member of Moore's church, is 
student body association president.

On Matters of

Family Living
By B. David Edens

Director, Marriage and Family Program 
Stephens College, Columbia, MO 65201

Cigarette fumes 
affect young lungs

Unless we want to take a chance on 
damaging children’s lung development, we’d 
better not smoke in the presence of 
youngsters. A Harvard Medical School 
research study has revealed “impaired 
capacity to inhale and exhale air from the 
lungs” in all five to nine year olds who were 
regularly exposed to their parents’ cigarette” 
smoke.

Four hundred forty-four children par
ticipated in a five-year study of possible fac
tors contributing to respiratory ills in later 
life. Other people’s smoke turned out to be a 
biggie.

There is not only “a strong association be
tween parental smoking and children’s 
pulmonary function,” says Dr. Scott T. Weiss, 
chief of the research team, but there are in
dications that exposure to cigarette fumes 
may adversely affect normal lung growth in 
young children.

The researchers were shocked to find that 
10% of the elementary grade children in the 
study (remember, the oldest were nine year 
olds) were already smoking themselves. 
Fifty-seven kids said they smoked at least one 
cigarette a week and all of these had parents 
who smoked.

At State College, Pa., a survey of 168 
children aged three-to-eight revealed that 
more than 25% of the kids had already 
smoked, and 80% of these planned to puff 
again. Half of the kids whose parents smoked 
said they felt smoking was a grownup thing to 
do, a habit they expected to take up 
themselves. Only 11% of children of non- 
smokers want to smoke.

The Penn State University researchers 
were impressed by the extreme youth of the 
smokers and would-be smokers, and urged 
that anti-smoking campaigns be designed for 
much younger age groups than the junior high 
population which is the current target for 
educational efforts.

Carson-Newman reports 
spring enrollment rise

JEFFERSON CITY-Enrollment at 
Carson-Newman College for the spring 
semester showed an increase of 24 students 
over the same period last year. There are 
1,546 students registered for classes this 
spring at the Baptist college.

Some of the departments showing an in
crease in enrollment were religion, 
psychology, mathematics, and business.

Enrollment in the Bible School at Carson- 
Newman rose from 26 to 38 students. College 
officials feel that the increases in the college 
and Bible School are further evidence of the 
need for Christian education.
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Southern Baptists penetrate 
counties across the nation

MEMPHIS (BP)—Southern Baptists had 
established churches and missions in 82.4 per
cent of the counties in the United States by the 
spring of 1979, according to a survey just com
pleted by the Home Mission Board.

Only 542 of the 3,043 counties in the nation 
do not have a continuing Southern Baptist 
witness, survey results indicated.

In 209 of these 542 counties, Southern Bap
tists have established a temporary beachhead 
with some type of outreach ministry, such as 
a Vacation Bible School, Backyard Bible 
Club, survey, revival or some other approach.

That means there are only 333 counties in 
the nation, or 10.8 percent, where there has 
been no Southern Baptist mission outreach.

The survey of directors of missions in coun
ties which have no Southern Baptist mission 
work was conducted by Clay Price of the 
Home Mission Board’s research division.

The survey disclosed that half of all the 
unentered counties were in five states, all in 
the upper midwest section of the nation.

Nebraska and Minnesota had the most 
counties without a Southern Baptist witness, 
with 67 counties each. Others were Iowa with 
53 unentered counties, Wisconsin with 44, and 
South Dakota with 40.

Orin D. Morris, director of the board’s 
research division, pointed out that these five 
states are predominantly rural, and most of 
the counties without Baptist work are rural.

Some of these counties have populations as 
small as 200, and most have populations less 
than 5,000, he said.

Southern Baptists, Morris added, have 
unique opportunities to begin work in these 
rural counties because of the denomination’s 
general rural and family orientation.

The survey indicated rapid progress in
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starting new mission work in counties without 
a Baptist witness.

In 1973, there were 832 counties without a 
continuing Southern Baptist ministry. By 
1977, that number had decreased to 738. The 
1979 figure of 542 means Southern Baptists 
have entered 196 counties in the last two 
years.

Quentin Lockwood, director of the rural- 
urban missions department at the Home Mis
sion Board, hopes that by the end of the 
1981-82 church year, Southern Baptists will 
have entered every c/M * y in the nation with 
some type of ministry.

“We want to do srne;hing effective in 
every county, not just to mark the chart or 
color in the map,” Lockwood said.

Both Lockwood and James Nelson, director 
of the board’s associational missions division, 
stressed that the vast majority of new mission 
points are established, not by missionaries or 
pastors, but by lay people.

“One of the principle tools the Lord has 
given for penetrating these counties has been 
short-term volunteers—Vacation Bible School 
teams, witness teams, survey teams, and lay 
people who live in the area,” Nelson said.

“It has been rediscovered in Bold Mission 
Thrust that the greatest resource available 
for missions is people who will go out in Jesus’ 
name. Sometimes they go for a summer or 
more, and sometimes for a few days or a 
week. But they go!

“Already, during the years of Bold Mission 
Thrust, we have seen more than 2,000 
churches established and more than 200 coun
ties entered which had no previous Bap
tist witness.”

Scientologists lose plea 
for return of documents

WASHINGTON (BP)—The Church of 
Scientology’s demand that the federal 
government return documents seized in 
massive raids on church headquarters in 1977 
was rejected by the U.S. Supreme Court.

The papers were subsequently used in a 
trial in which eleven church leaders were con
victed after being charged with conspiracy, 
obstruction of justice, and theft of govern
ment property.

Church officials had fought the govern
ment’s use of the papers in the trial on 
technical grounds.

The raids were conducted on July 8,1977, at 
church headquarters in Washington, D.C., 
and Los Angeles by 130 FBI agents armed 
with search warrants. The church has argued 
throughout the appeals process that the FBI 
went beyond the search and seizure provi
sions in the warrants and made a general 
search instead.

While appeals were in process, a grand jury 
in Washington returned a 28-count indictment 
against the 11 church leaders, all of 
whom have since been found guilty and 
sentenced to prison terms.

BIBLE PUZZLE ANSWERS

“Thus saith the Lord, Learn not the 
way of the heathen” (Jer. 10:2).
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UNIFORM SERIES
Lesson for Sunday, February 10

The paralytic man
By Hyran E. Barefoot, academic dean 

Union University, Jackson
Basic Passage: John 5:1-24
Focal Passage: John 5:2-15

Barefoot

Chapter four of John’s Gospel ends the first 
section of the “Book of Signs.” In the section, 
Jesus is presented as bringing new qualities 
(new wine, new worship, new birth, new life, 
etc.) to accompany the new age that is now 
dawning. Chapter five begins a new section. 
In it, Jesus is no longer 
presented as the 
bearer of the powers of 
the new age. Instead, 
there is increasing 
conflict and hostility 
directed toward Him.

This section will em
phasize the under
standing of the 
Messiah as the bread 
of life, water of life, 
light of life, etc. These 
descriptions are 
known as the “I am” sayings. This series of 
Sunday School lessons will continue to em
phasize Jesus’ encounters as He meets the 
needs of individuals and groups.

A Lame Man Healed John 5:2-9a
John does not pointedly call this incident a 

“sign” as he did in the two previous instances 
(2:11; 4:54), but without question it is his 
third sign in the series of carefully selected 
signs designed to set forth the identity and 
authority of Jesus. The setting is once again 
in Jerusalem, during “one of the feasts of the 
Jews.” The specific site is somewhat confus
ing both from the different texts and from ef
forts to identify its location (KJV, 
“Bethesda,” RSV, “Beth-zatha,” NEB, 
“Sheep Pool”). Apparently, however, it was a 
large well-known public pool in Jerusalem. 
The sick, blind, and lame congregated there 
because the waters of the pool were famous 
for their healing powers. The text of the KJV 
in verses 3b-4 was not a part of the original 
manuscripts, but was added by scribes after 
the original writing. This addition, however, 
correctly represents the popular belief of the 
people concerning the cause of the healing 
powers of the spring—“an anger came down 
and troubled the water.” It is commonly 
believed now that the phenomenon of the 
moving of the water was the result of the pool 
being fed by a spring which intermittently 
gushed forth water.

John’s Gospel account focuses on a man 
who had pinned his hopes for a long time on 
the pool for healing, but who had been 
frustrated in his efforts to be the first person 
to drag his body into the water after its troubl
ing. The fact that the man had been ill for 
“thirty-eight years” may have no particular 
significance, or it may indicate merely a long 
time. If there is symbolic significance, 
however, the 38 years may indicate the period 
of time the Jewish people wandered in the 
wilderness (Deut. 2:14), thus contrasting the 
old order and the new.

Jesus’ challenge to the man, “Do you want 
to be healed?” may have been His way of 
seeking to shake the man out of his frustration 
and futility after his long disappointment. The 
man’s answer showed that even though he 
could not envision healing apart from the 
waters of the pool, he still had a spark of hope 
within him. Jesus addressed that hope, 
however small, with the command, “Rise, 
take up your pallet and walk.” Small hope 
was translated into tremendous faith as the 
man followed the command of an utter 
stranger. The man was healed—he rose up 
and walked.

Conflict Over The Healing John 5:9b-15
A man, ill for 38 years, had been healed 

miraculously and instantaneously. One might 
expect everyone concerned to rejoice, but 
there was a problem, expressed in verse 9, 
"Now that day was the Sabbath.” The Jews 
did not see it as an occasion for joy. To them, 
the lame man carrying his pallet bed was a 
breach of the law of the Sabbath. In their oral 

interpretation of the law of the Sabbath, 39 
main classes of work were forbidden. The 
carrying of any household goods on the Sab
bath was strictly prohibited.

The New Testament bears ample evidence 
of the extremes to which the scribes had gone 
in their effort to protect the Sabbath from be
ing violated. Their regulations were strictly 
enforced. Concern over the broken tradition 
had overridden any concern for the healed 
man and his new status of life.

The man immediately recognized the gravi
ty of the charges and shifted the responsibili
ty to the one who had healed him. In so doing 
he bore an indirect witness to Jesus, whom he 
did not even know at this time. The lame 
man’s healing and activity on the Sabbath 
may have been related to his going to the 
Temple where Jesus encountered him. Jesus 
reminded him that he was now physically 
well, but that spiritual illness or deformity 
was far worse than physical. Worse judgment 
would befall him if he lived a life of sin. There 
is no necessary connection implied between 
the man’s former physical condition and sin.

With the new knowledge of the identity of 
his benefactor, the man went back to the Jews 
and bore a clear witness to Jesus. This provid
ed Jesus an opportunity to assert His relation
ship to the Father and His authority to convey 
life (5:17-18; 24-26).

WMU announces
Lowndes winners

BIRMINGHAM, Ala. (BP)—David 
Pinkston, son of missionaries in Ivory Coast, 
and Jean Reid, daughter of missionaries in 
Las Vegas, Nev., have been named outstand
ing college students by Southern Baptist 
Woman’s Missionary Union.

The two MKs—missionary kids—will 
receive the Elizabeth Lowndes Award of $200 
each. The executive board of WMU, auxiliary 
to the Southern Baptist Convention, made the 
selection from among all recent college 
graduates who were recipients of Margaret 
Fund scholarships. WMU established the 
Margaret Fund to provide college educations 
for children of Southern Baptist missionaries. 
Now most funds are administered by the 
Home Mission Board and the Foreign Mission 
Board, but WMU continues to recognize the 
top recipients.

Pinkston graduated summa cum laude 
from Ouachita Baptist University, 
Arkadelphia, Ark., with majors in chemistry 
and math. He is now studying at the Universi
ty of Bayreuth, Germany, on a Fulbright 
Scholarship. His parents are Edwin and 
Greta Pinkston, who work in general 
evangelism in the Ivory Coast.

Jean Reid is the daughter of James and 
Janice Reid, church extension home mis
sionaries. She is a recent journalism graduate 
of Northwestern University, Evanston, Ill.

The Lowndes Award is named for a long
time treasurer of WMU, who formerly ad
ministered scholarships for missionary kids.

Church staff training 
opportunities offered

RIDGECREST, N.C.—Four simultaneous 
training opportunities for study in church 
management, secretary certification, 
housekeeping, and food service will be offered 
March 24-28 at Ridgecrest Baptist Conference 
Center here.

Marvin Myers, church management con
sultant in the church administration depart
ment of the Sunday School Board and con
ference director, said the seminars were 
designed to allow several staff members from 
the same church to travel together and 
receive specialized training.
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life and work series
Lesson for Sunday, February 10

Empowered for mission
By John Lee Taylor, pastor 

West Jackson Baptist Church, Jackson
Basic Passage: Acts 2
Focal Passages: Acts 2:1-6; U-17a; 37-39; 41-42.

Having studied five lessons under the 
general theme “The Good News of Jesus 
Christ,” we turn now to consider a four-lesson 
study of “The Spread of the Christian Move
ment.”

The current series will be from the book of 
Acts. We will study 
“Empowered for mis
sion,” Acts 2; “Over
coming barriers,” 
Acts 4-6; “No one ex
cluded,” Acts 8,11; 
and ‘‘The way of 
salvation,” Acts 16.

In Acts 2 Luke 
records the coming of 
the Holy Spirit to abide 
in person and in 
presence. Pentecost 
was not the first time the Holy Spirit had 
come to the earth, but in the past His coming 
had been limited to specific people, time, and 
places. The Spirit had come intermittently. 
Now, He had come to remain.

Obedient to the Promise
The 120 disciples were anticipating the pro

vision of power for their lives. Jesus had 
promised it! In Matthew 28:18, He had said, 
“All power is given unto me in heaven and in 
earth, go ye therefore...”. In Luke 24:49, He 
had stated, “stay in the city until you are 
clothed with power from on high.” In Acts 
1:4-5, Jesus had given the commandment 
“not to depart from Jerusalem, but to wait for 
the promise of the Father, which, He said, 
“you heard from Me, for John baptized with 
water, but before many days you shall be bap
tized with the Holy Spirit.” Again Jesus had 
said, “But you shall receive power when the 
Holy Spirit has come upon you; and you shall 
be My witnesses in Jerusalem and in all 
Judea and in Samaria and to the end of the 
earth.”

As they were obedient to His command and 
promise, He fulfilled His part of that cove
nant. The results of our 20th Century obe
dience is the same as it was for these 1st Cen
tury Christians. We thwart the flow of His 
power into our lives by our stubborn wills and 
our decisive disobedience.

Filled with Power
Pentecost was the name of one of the 

Jewish celebrations—the Feast of Weeks. It 
derives its name from its occurring on the 
50th day after Pentecost. The word, 
“Pentecost,” in the Greek language actually 
meant “fiftieth.” The establishment of the 
festivals is found in Leviticus 23:15-21.

Not only did the Feast commemorate the 
closing of the harvest, but it was also a 
reminder of the giving of the Law on Mt. 
Sinai. Some interpreters see in the coming of 
the Spirit at Pentecost the gift of the new law, 
written not on tablets of stone but on the 
hearts of men.

It is possible for several reasons that the 
place Pentecost occurred might have been 
the Temple area of Jerusalem. It is very 
unlikely that 120 people could have crowded 
into an upper or lower room. Also, the prox
imity of many people gives some indication 
that the experience occurred in a more public 
place.

The Holy Spirit’s coming was audio-visual. 
The disciples both heard and saw. Luke did 
not say that tongues of fire appeared, but 
tongues like or similar to fire came. The same 
is true of the sound. Luke says it was “like the 
rush of a mighty wind.” Frank Stagg in The 
Book of Acts says, “These audible and visible 
signs were but passing phenomena; the 
presence and power of the Holy Spirit was the 
permanent and important reality.”

The symbolism of the wind and fire are 
most important. The Scripture speaks of the 
wind of God in Ezekiel 37:9-10, and of the fire 
of God in Jeremiah 1:13 and Matthew 3:11. 
There are only a few of the multiple 

references throughout the Bible. The serious 
student of this passage should conduct a 
Scripture search of these words with the aid 
of a competent concordance.

The miracle of the message of Pentecost 
was both one of speaking and hearing. The 
speakers were understood by the hearer in his 
own language. The gift was not a permanent 
occurrence. It was an initial evidence of the 
disciples being empowered for missions.

To become mired in a discussion of 
“tongues” is to miss the point of the miracle— 
to give evidence of the Spirit’s presence and 
to get the “Good News” out to the people pres
ent representing 15 different countries.

Lifted up by the Preaching
Peter with spiritual perception saw the 

event of Pentecost as a fulfillment of the 
prophecy of Joel 2:28-32. This was the basic 
scriptural reference of his great sermon.

Peter began by addressing his message to 
his hearers as those who are Jews both na
tionally and religiously (Acts 2:14,22,36). He 
quickly denounced the charge of their being 
drunk as untrue. Jews did not eat until the 
fourth hour or about 10:00 a.m. On a Sabbath 
day, they did not eat until noon. Since 
Pentecost was a special holy day which con
cluded with a great feast, they would wait un
til later in the day to eat or drink.

Peter’s preaching on Pentecost is one of the 
great moments in the history of Christianity. 
Luke records his powerful message as a 
theme of apostolic preaching. He dealt with 
the “scandal of the cross.” The word, “scan
dal” meant first the trigger on a trap and then 
for whatever one might fall or stumble over. 
(See I Corinthians 1:23).

Frank Stagg said, “The crucifixion of Jesus 
was a scandal to the Jews; until understood, it 
stood between them and the acceptance of 
Jesus as the Christ.”

Peter sounds the evangelistic note of the 
gospel in verse 21, “And it shall be that 
whoever calls on the name of the Lord shall be 
saved.” Peter, by using the term, “Lord,” as 
the same word as “Jehovah,” in the language 
of Joel ties the Old Covenant and the New 
Covenant together. To know Jesus is to know 
God. To commit oneself to Jesus by faith is to 
be committed to God. One writer affirms, 
“The heart of salvation if a life shared with 
God.”

The sermon’s concluding thrust is God’s 
vindication of Jesus by the resurrection. By 
His resurrection Jesus reigns as King.

Responsive to the persuasion
The people had heard Peter’s reference to 

the “last days.” The Jews saw time as con
sisting of two ages, the present age or the age 
to come. The latter is called “the last days.” 
The event which divides the two is the coming 
of the promised Messiah. Peter was saying 
that Jesus was the Messiah and that the age to 
come or the last days had begun. In this 
perspective, we continue to live in the last 
days.

Peter’s sermon cut straight to the heart of 
his listeners. Their response was “What shall 
we do?” Peter’s reply is found in verse 38. 
This verse has caused much divergency of 
opinion in its interpretation. The issue pivots 
on the question of baptismal regeneration. 
Does one have to be baptized to be saved? 
Stagg says that the phrase in question “for 
the forgiveness of sins” should be taken with 
“repent” rather than with “be baptized,” for 
forgiveness follows repentance, not baptism. 
The whole of the New Testament does not sup
port the necessity of being baptized in order to 
be saved. We are baptized because of our 
salvation, not in order to secure it!

Three thousand people were saved that day. 
As they began to grow in Christ, they par
ticipated in four activities that characterized 
the early church: teaching, fellowship, the 
breaking of bread, and prayers.

The study today is so rich in meaning that it

Bellevue, Memphis, schedules 
women's concerns conference

MEMPHIS (BP)—A national Women’s 
Concerns Conference will be held May 15-17 at 
Bellevue Baptist Church, Memphis, featuring 
a variety of speakers and workshop leaders.

Mrs. Adrian Rogers, wife of the Bellevue 
pastor and Southern Baptist Convention 
president, will chair the conference, which 
expects to attract 3,000 participants.

Built around the theme “A Wise Woman 
Builds,” the conference will feature such 
speakers as Adrian Rogers; Carolyn 
Weatherford, executive director of the 
Southern Baptist Woman’s Missionary 
Union; Elisabeth Elliot, author and speaker; 
Billie Barrows, speaker and wife of Cliff Bar
rows, music director for the Billy Graham 
Evangelistic Association; Beverly LaHaye, 
speaker, author, and wife of Tim LaHaye, a 
pastor and president of Family Life 
Seminars, San Diego, Calif.; Vonette Bright, 
speaker, author, and wife of Bill Bright, presi
dent of Campus Crusade for Christ; and 
Millie Dienert, speaker, Graham team 
member, and wife of communications ex
ecutive Fred Dienert.

Besides general sessions, the conference 
will include choices among 35 workshop ses
sions.

“Because we believe the written Word of 
God is our inerrant guide, revealing the living 
Word of God—the Lord Jesus Christ, the 
following are some areas of concern for this 
conference,” conference planners said.

The concerns listed are “to affirm the equal 
worth of all people in Christ, but not always 
sameness of function; to emphasize the 
Biblical male-female role as stated in Ephe
sians 5,1 Corinthians 11, and other passages; 
to seek God’s way of correcting abuses to 
women; to encourage the use of creativity 
and talents in effective ministries; to em
phasize the priority of homemaking for those

is impossible to scale the peaks of all of its 
truths. One could spend a “month of 
Sundays” in this one passage alone. Having 
observed today the many facets of the power 
of the Spirit for missions, let us be open to this 
same power in our lives. As similar followers 
of the risen Lord, let us be somewhere in the 
world on mission boldly for Him—and in His 
power.
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WORLD

CONI AG TO?
Don’t look to your 72 Southern 
Baptist-related seminaries, 
colleges and schools to find 
pessimism about the future. 
Instead, you’ll find excitement 
about the record number of 
students now studying at these 
schools —students representing 
a world in the making Into 
tomorrow's worlds of commerce 
and health care, of government 
and education, these students 
will earn’ a ('hristian witness 
More oi these students than 
ever before are also preparing 
for ('hristian service, committed 
to meeting tomorrow's Bold 
Missions goals set by Southern 
Baptists.

In recognition of the 
commitment to Christian 
Education for a World in the 
Making shared by Baptist 
churches and educators, please 
join in observing the 1980 
Baptist Seminary, College & 
School Day, February 17.
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17, 1980
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Foreign missions battered 
by inflation, devaluation

By Jim Newton
MEMPHIS (BP)—A devastating combina

tion of overseas inflation and devaluation of 
the dollar is threatening to squeeze the finan
cial life blood out of Southern Baptist foreign 
missions.

That combination, plus a lack of “bold giv
ing” by Southern Baptists, is also jeopardiz
ing the denomination’s Bold Mission Thrust 
plan to share the gospel with every person on 
the earth by the year 2000.

While Americans have been staggered by 
an inflation rate of almost 13 percent during 
1979, astronomical inflation levels overseas 
have created financial havoc for many SBC 
foreign missions projects.

The problem is so critical it prompted R. 
Keith Parks, the new executive director of the 
Foreign Mission Board, to tell Birmingham 
pastors recently that Bold Mission Thrust will 
not succeed if the present trends continue.

“We’re not going to get there at the rate we 
are going,” Parks said frankly. “Last year, 
(Cooperative Program) gifts increased 7.8 
percent, but worldwide inflation, compound
ed by dollar devaluation overseas, averaged 
27 percent.” Therefore, Parks said, Southern 
Baptists have lost “approximately 20 percent 
in buying power worldwide” in just one year.

“I’m convinced that Southern Baptists will 
respond if they have the facts,” Parks said in 
an interview. “I don’t believe Southern Bap
tists want to draw back during a time when 
we are on the verge of what I believe is our 
greatest breakthrough.”

Parks observed that most Americans seem 
to be so caught up in their own inflation prob
lems that they are not aware of what is hap
pening in the rest of the world.

“We stagger under 13 percent annual infla
tion here, when several countries have 30 to 40 
percent inflation,” he said. The annual infla
tion rate in Argentina, believed to be the 
highest in the world currently, is about 180 
percent.

Marvin West, an international banker, 
calculated on a computer the inflation rate for 
the past 10 years (1968-78 figures) for 15 coun
tries. The figures showed the United States 
recorded an inflation rate of 87.6 percent dur
ing that 10-year period. In contrast, Chile, 
with the worst inflation rate over the 10-year 
span, had an unbelievable inflation level of 
399,152 percent.

Spiraling inflation has caused some mis
sionaries to change their eating habits, using 
less meat and more fresh vegetables and a TV witness opportunity in Japan
fruits. Car pools are springing up in overseas 
settings as well as in the United States.

Parks said that the rampant inflation 
overseas has made it necessary for many of 
the budgets of Southern Baptist mission 
organizations in 94 countries around the world 
to be slashed. It also has created critical prob
lems at the Foreign Mission Board in projec
ting budgets for 1980.

During the 10-year period between May 1969 
and May 1979, the number of missionaries ap
pointed by the board increased more than 22 
percent, while inflation rose more than 96 per
cent.

Those two factors combined show a need for 
more than 140 percent in budget increases 
during the 10 years just to maintain the in
creased number of missionaries and their 
work, according to Winston Crawley, 
overseas division director.

Yet Southern Baptist giving to foreign mis
sions during that period rose only 118.5 per
cent.

“This is not bold financing,” Crawley sug
gested. “To be bold, we must do more than 
just keep up with inflation and increased mis
sionary personnel—we’re not even doing that 
now.”

Bill O’Brien, the board’s director of 
denominational coordination, added: “Once 
the decreased percentage of dollars given to 
foreign missions actually gets on the mission 
field, it gets clobbered two more times—once 
by overseas inflation of that particular coun
try’s currency, and again by the devaluation 
of the American dollar overseas.”

O’Brien, Crawley and Parks all expressed 
fears that the current inflationary spiral may 
eventually force the Foreign Mission Board 
into being only a mission sending agency, 
rather than a full-orb mission agency.

“That means we would foot the bill to get 
the missionaries on the field, but we couldn’t 
put any tools or operating budget funds in 
their hands to work with, and we couldn’t pro
vide capital for buildings,” O’Brien ex
plained.

Parks said that in the past, the Foreign Mis
sion Board has attempted to spend one-third 
of its budget for missionary support, one-third 
for capital needs (primary building construc
tion), and one-third for operating expenses 
overseas.

“Today, about 60 percent goes for mis
sionary support with less and less to capital 
needs,” he said.

To help plan for the board’s 1980 budget, 
Lewis Myers, associate to the overseas divi
sion director, prepared a complicated chart 
comparing the “actual” dollars budgeted 
over a 23-year period to the “constant” dollar 
factor—a figure adjusted to compensate for 
overseas inflation, dollar devaluation and 
U.S. inflation.

The study showed that over the past 10 
years, buying power of foreign mission funds 
has been reduced by a total of 128 percent by 
the three factors of U.S. inflation, dollar 
devaluation overseas, and overseas inflation.

Using these factors, the $46,768,000 
budgeted by the Foreign Mission Board for 
missionary support in 1980 amounts to only 
$36,946,000 in equivalent buying power com
pared to ten years ago, Myers said. That’s a 
loss of almost $10-million.

In operating budgets for the missions 
overseas, the $14,165,000 budgeted amount 
has an actual buying power of only 
$11,190,000; and the $5-million budgeted for 
capital needs has an actual buying power of 
only $3.9-million, Myers said.

What does it all mean?
The bottom line is that Bold Mission Thrust, 

without bold giving to undergird it, is likely to 
become little more than another denomina
tional slogan.

Adapted from the March 1980 issue o/World 
Mission Journal.

Fruitcake recipe gives missionary

SAPPORO, Japan (BP)—Beverly 
O’Reagan never dreamed her fruitcake 
recipe would lead to frequent television ap
pearances in Japan.

She was just trying to be neighborly when 
she took a fruitcake to some friends at the 
American Consulate in Sapporo, Japan, 
where she and her husband Dan were sta
tioned as Southern Baptist missionaries. 
Those friends were among many in Sapporo 
who received an O’Reagan fruitcake that 
year, but that gift has led to nationwide 
witnessing opportunities.

It all started when the guest chef for a 
popular Japanese program similar to NBC’s 
“Today Show,” called in sick. Frantically, 
the producers called the American Consulate 
with a request for “an American fruitcake 
cook.”

When Beverly answered her phone that 
morning, she was in the middle of a conversa
tional English class she taught to several 
Japanese women. As it happened, she had in
vited them to stay after the lesson that day for 
an American-style luncheon. The studio 
needed her there at 1 p.m. Could she make it?

“I’ll be there as near one o’clock as possi
ble,” she promised.

After the last lady left, she grabbed up the 
ingredients and a cake which she’d pulled 
from the freezer right after the phone call. 
There was no time to fix her hair or put on a 
special dress. There was barely time to get 
made up before she was on television—live.

A TRAY OF HONOR—Mary Jane Nethery (right), executive director of the Ten
nessee Woman's Missionary Union, presented a silver tray to Mrs. Harrison 
Gregory, president of the SBC WMU, at a recent meeting at WMU headquarters in 
Birmingham, Ala. The engraved tray, given by the Tennessee WMU to honor its 
former president, Jewell Jennings of Lebanon, will be used at social occasions 
and as an art object at the Birmingham offices.

Morris predicts stormy days 
as gas crisis hits churches

NASHVILLE (BP) - Along with its hard
ships, a prolonged energy crisis could offer in
creased opportunities for ministry to 
Southern Baptists, a denominational planner 
told representatives of SBC agencies atten
ding a meeting here.

Speaking on the future of travel to church, 
Orrin Morris, director of research at the con
vention’s Home Mission Board, told members 
of the SBC Inter-Agency Council that the 
decade would most likely see an average 15 
percent annual increase in gasoline prices.

“Gasoline that now costs 101.9 cents per 
gallon will cost 204.9 cents by 1985 and 411.9 
cents by 1990,” Morris said. “This will slow 
down people’s travel but not as drastically as 
many persons claim.”

Morris predicted little change in transporta
tion habits during the first half of the 1980s. “I 
expect we’ll trim our budgets to make room

Things must have gone well because the 
station invited her to come back as often as 
she could. Guest appearances have ranged 
from other cooking sessions to a panel discus
sion of different cultures. She has 
demonstrated an American potato peeler, a 
can opener, how she cuts up things with a 
knife, and how Americans count on their 
fingers—which is different from the Japanese 
way. A photographer has taken pictures of 
her house—showing how Americans decorate 
and what kitchen appliances they use.

But whatever the program’s format, she 
says, “I have attempted to always keep quiet
ly before me the challenge of bearing a 
positive witness for Christ.”

Several good opportunities have come for 
her to witness on the program. Once the host 
said he knew nothing about Christianity and 
asked how someone became a Christian.

Another time she was on TV with some Bud
dhist monks who had described a case of 
divine healing. The host asked her if she 
believed in divine healing. “Of course, I do,” 
she answered emphatically. To explain she 
told how her husband more than five years 
earlier had been diagnosed as having cancer 
and only six months to live. Soon they learned 
that missionary friends of all denominations 
and friends around the world were praying 
for Dan to be healed. He didn’t die.

Their work in Sapporo has continued, and 
Beverly has added another responsibility- 
making the most of every opportunity to 
witness for Christ on national television.

for the purchases of what we value most and 
freedom of travel to church is very important 
to most of us.”

Morris also believes church attendance and 
financial stewardship will follow current up
ward trends during the first half of the 
decade.

He sounded a note of caution for the second 
half of the ’80s, however.

“I expect it will be stormy, tempestuous, 
and socially disturbing until a ‘big 
breakthrough’ in technology occurs.”

Morris warned, however, against expecting 
a quick triumph by technology over the 
energy crisis. “I believe ... in ‘Yankee In
genuity.’ However, my dates for such a solu
tion are after the turn of the century.”

If such a breakthrough does not take place 
by mid-decade, Morris predicts that there 
will be some form of gas rationing.

Such rationing, he forecasted, will cause 
church members “who drive long distances to 
church to start looking for churches that are 
nearby.” Downtown churches, transitional 
churches, and regional churches will start ex
periencing declines, he said.

Yet Morris added, “The congregation that 
has a caring warm fellowship, that supplies 
spiritual sustenance, that is faithful to God’s 
purpose of redemption and ministry will be 
able to entice commuters to travel great 
distances. But those with discord and unclear 
commitments probably will experience sud
den and severe declines.”

Morris also predicted that churches will 
develop more Sunday bus routes as sup
plements to mass transit systems > Other 
churches, he said, “will start having ‘cottage 
services’ to provide various educational and 
worship services in homes, apartments, and 
institutions in close proximity to persons with 
special travel restrictions.”

Another development which might enhance 
a church’s opportunity for ministry, explain
ed Morris, is that “people will be less likely to 
drive off on weekend visits.”

Whether more people will be in church in 
the future is still uncertain, he said, “but it is 
more likely that they will be in town.” 
Baptist bookstore goes 
to Catholic university

MANILA, Philippines—The Baptist Book 
Store in Manila, Philippines has been invited 
to open a display in the prestigious de la Salle 
Catholic University, located across the street 
from the bookstore and Baptist office 
building.

Two Southern Baptist missionaries, J. Allen 
Hill and Jan (Mrs. Robert N.) Nash, have 
taught courses in religion at the large school.


