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Dilday drops Robison 
from conference plans

By Toby Druin
FORT WORTH, Tex. (BP)—Citing “pro

gramming conflicts,” but apparently upset 
by an advertisement listing conference 
speakers he had not approved, Southwestern • 
Baptist Theological Seminary President 
Russell H. Dilday Jr. said the seminary will 
not co-sponsor a Bible conference with the 
James Robison-backed Heart of America 
organization on the campus, March 10-12.

Instead, Dilday said, the seminary will be 
the sole sponsor of the event and Robison, 

who was to have been one of the speakers, has 
been dropped from the program, although he 
may be invited to the campus at a later date.

The conference originally was to have been 
jointly sponsored by the seminary and the 
Heart of America organization and would 
have been one of a series of several Heart of 
America conferences initiated last fall by 
Robison and Pastor W.A. Criswell of First 
Baptist Church, Dallas, to affirm the authori
ty of the Scriptures.

Previous conferences have been held in St. 
Louis, at Southern Baptist Theological 
Seminary in Louisville, Charlotte, N.C., and 
Albuquerque, N.M. The Southern seminary 
conference was jointly sponsored.

Theme of the conference, according to a 
press release, will be “Communicating the 
Message of the Bible in the ’80s,” and it will 
include general sessions, workshops and 
regular class sessions with emphasis on per
sonal soul winning, the Bible, revivals and 
mass evangelism, proclaiming the Bible 
through practical Christian faith, preaching 
and the Bible, Bible study programs and 
radio and television.

Conference leaders will be Southern Baptist 
pastors (including several who have spoken 
at the Heart of America conferences), 
denominational leaders and seminary pro
fessors. Participation will be limited to 
seminary students, faculty and staff 
members, and their families because of 
limited seating in the seminary auditorium.

Dilday would not elaborate on the cancella
tion of the joint sponsorship other than to 
state the guidelines under which he first 
agreed to have the conference at the 
seminary.

However, the cancellation followed an in
quiry to Dilday by Presnail H. Wood, editor of 
the Texas Baptist Standard, about an adver
tisement submitted to the Standard regarding 
the conference by Focus Advertising, the firm 
which handles Robison’s publicity.

The ad, which has now been cancelled by 
Robison, listed several speakers and a theme, 
“Affirming the Authority of the Word of 
God.” Speakers listed included Oscar Thomp
son and J. W. MacGorman of the seminary 
faculty; William Pinson, president of Golden 
Gate Baptist Theological Seminary; Bailey 
Smith, pastor of First Southern Baptist 
Church, Del City, Okla.; James T. Draper Jr., 
pastor of First Baptist Church, Euless, 
Texas; Jerry Vines, pastor of West Rome 
Baptist Church in West Rome, Ga.; Paige 
Patterson, president of the Criswell Center 
for Biblical Studies in Dallas; and Robison.

Wood called Dilday to check the theme, 
which differed from the previous news 
release issued by the seminary, and to ask 
why a meeting which was closed to the public 
was being advertised. After learning of the ad 

contents, Dilday canceled the co-sponsorship.
Dilday, contacted later, said he had initially 

been asked by Criswell to join him in a series 
of conferences calling Southern Baptists back 
to the Bible.

“He said James Robison was working with 
him in the conferences and they are the two I 
agreed to work with,” Dilday said.

“Since then there has emerged the Heart of 
America organization which gradually 
became a James Robison program with 
Criswell more as an invited guest. The James 
Robison staff organized the conferences, and 
their material was in all the promotional sec
tions of the conferences.”

Robison said in an interview that the ad for 
the Standard was a mistake and should never 
have been placed. He acknowledged there 
was to have been no publicity since the 
seminary conference was not to have been 
open to the public.

His staff, he said, had just made a mistake 
after being told to stay ahead on publicity for 
his conferences. Everything, he said, had 
been adjusted to suit the seminary and he 
thought agreement had been reached on the 
speakers.

Robison said he felt he was dropped 
because he has begun to emphasize Christian 
involvement in politics, which he said he had 
intended to speak on at the seminary con
ference, though he would have been flexible 
on the topic if the seminary desired. His re
cent Bible conference in Fort Worth featured 
appearances by Republican presidential can
didates. He emphasized the political aspect in 
the Albuquerque conference, he said.

Robison acknowledged the original intent of 
the conferences had been to affirm the Bible, 
and defended his political emphasis as being 
in keeping with that theme.

The guidelines included that it be called the 
Southwestern Seminary/Heart of America 
Conference, not simply a Heart of America 
Bible Conference; that it not promote any in
stitution or evangelistic association in any 
way; that no offering be taken; that it not be a 
conference on Biblical authority or inerrancy 
but on communicating the Bible in the 1980s; 
and it would be limited to seminary students, 
faculty, and their families because of limited 
seating.
“We were also to mutually agree on the pro
gram personalities—some from our campus 
and some from Heart of America conferences 
up to that point,” Dilday said.

Dilday said he had notified Criswell of the 
cancellation of joint sponsorship and hoped 
the Dallas pastor still would participate in the 
conference. Criswell is recuperating from a 
heart attack, but Dilday, who preached at 
First Baptist Church, Dallas, Feb. 10, said he 
was told Criswell wanted to be a part of the 
conference.

The roster of speakers and leaders for the 
conference will be announced soon, Dilday 
said. Among those already confirmed are 
MacGorman and Thompson of the seminary 
faculty, Hal and Paula Brooks of North 
Richland Hills Baptist Church, Fort Worth; 
and Draper, Smith, Pinson, SBC President 
Adrian Rogers and others, he said.

RETURN ENGAGEMENT — The Stone Brothers, Rome, Go., will provide musical 
ministry to the 1980 Youth Evangelism Conference in Nashville next week. The 
trio sang at last year's conference, which drew 30,000 young people to Ten
nessee's capital city.

SBC president headlines 
youth conference speakers
Tennessee young people will have the op

portunity to hear the president of the 
Southern Baptist Convention as the 1980 State 
Youth Evangelism Conference convenes in 
Nashville next week.

Adrian Rogers, who was elected president 
of the 13.4-million 
member denomination 
last June, will speak 
Mar. 7-8 at Vanderbilt 
Memorial Gym
nasium. He is pastor of 
Bellevue Baptist 
Church in Memphis, 
where he has served 
since September 1972. 
He has been the 
keynote speaker to 
state Baptist conven Rogers

tions and evangelism conferences throughout 
the nation.

Joining Rogers will be: Dan McBride, 
humorist and entertainer from Jacksonville, 
Tex.; Kim Wickes, singer and speaker from 
West Memphis, Ark.; and Alan Duncan, 
senior place kicker for the University of Ten
nessee at Knoxville.

Returning to present 
special music 
throughout the con
ference will be the 
Stone Brothers, Rome, 
Ga. The trio sang for 
last year’s youth 
evangelism con
ference, drawing 
standing ovations and 
extended applause. 
They have been sing
ing trio style since the ages of three, four, and 
five. This year, they are scheduled to minister 
in 23 revivals and crusades, 28 concerts, and 
in numerous other activities in the Southern 
Baptist Convention.

Young people from west and middle Ten
nessee (except Nashville), have been asked to 
attend the Friday session from 4-6 p.m., ac

McBride

cording to Malcolm McDow, state director of 
evangelism. A second session that night, from 
8-10, will be for east Tennessee and Nashville 
youth groups. On Saturday morning, west and 
middle Tennessee groups (except Nashville) 
are encouraged to attend the major session 
from 9:30-11:00. East Tennessee and 
Nashville groups will come to the gymnasium 
from 1:30-3 p.m. for an identical session.

Personal witnessing conferences will be 
held Saturday morning from 9:30-11 and that 
afternoon from 1:30-3:00. Leaders for these 
conferences are the pastor, ministers of 
music and youth, and young people from the 
churches.

Seabough resigns 
as HMB associate

ATLANTA (BPI—Ed Seabough, associate 
to the executive director-treasurer of the 
Southern Baptist Home Mission Board, 
resigned effective Feb. 29, due to physical and 
emotional exhaustion.

Seabough, 47, in his letter of resignation tc 
Executive Director William G. Tanner, said 
he felt “desperately the need of several 
months of complete rest.”

Tanner said Seabough, his associate since 
last August, “has given himself unreservedly 
to the cause of missions in our land. He has 
been responsible for hundreds of persons 
volunteering for Christian service.”

Seabough, widely known as the author of six 
books and as lyricist for 20 musicals, said he 
needed to restructure his priorities and 
reassess career goals. “For several months 
now I’ve tried to do too many things and solve 
too many problems for too many people,” he 
said.

After three or four months of rest Seabough 
hopes “to be open to another creative assign
ment.” He expressed thanks to Tanner and 
the Home Mission Board for “the great sup
port felt in making this decision.”
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Wood, Rogers debate 
school prayer issue

By James Lee Young
NASHVILLE (BP)—Southern Bpatist Con

vention President Adrian Rogers and James 
E. Wood Jr., executive director of the Baptist 
Joint Committee on Public Affairs in 
Washington, D.C., gave a lesson here on how 
to agreeably disagree.

Wood and Rogers confronted each other 
following an address by the SBC president to 
the denomination’s Executive Committee. 
The two discussed a stance taken recently by 
Rogers advocating the removal of voluntary 
prayer in schools from the jurisdiction of the 
federal courts.

In his address Rogers, pastor of Bellevue 
Baptist Church, Memphis, called on Southern 
Baptists to “be filled with the Holy Spirit.” As 
the address drew to a close, Rogers made 
what he termed some “personal comments,” 
which included a statement on his much 
publicized stance on prayer in schools.

Rogers said that some wrongfully have in
terpreted his urging on removal of prayer in 
the schools from the jurisdiction of the federal 
courts as against the SBC stance on the issue.

The SBC adopted resolutions in 1964 and 
1971 in effect supporting the Supreme Court’s 
position against state mandated prayer and 
Bible reading. The 1971 resolution specifically 
supported voluntary prayer.

Rogers referred to a comment made by 
Wood in Baptist Press in which Wood said 
Rogers should have consulted with the Bap
tist Joint Committee before joining a group 
called the Coalition for the First Amendment.

“I wish he (Wood) had talked to me,” 
Rogers said to the audience, “before he talk
ed to the press, and found out my heart and ... 
what I believed about some certain things. He 
hasn’t said a word to me yet.” Wood was in 
the audience.

Rogers said he may be wrong, and if so, 
needed to be told, but noted that he would 
never “knowingly go against the will of our 
great denomination.” He earlier told Baptist 
Press, when asked to react to Wood’s com
ments, that he felt he was not going against 
previous SBC actions.

Following the address, Wood made his way 
to the center floor of the auditorium, where 
the two men shook hands amiably and engag
ed in dialogue over their differences.

At different times the conversation dealt 
with the First and Fourteenth Amendments 
and abortion funding, but mostly on their con
cerns, from opposite poles, over prayers and. 
religion in the public schools.

Wood argued that the courts had already 
taken care of the prayer in schools matter and 
that a “dangerous” effort spearheaded by 
U.S. Sen. Jesse Helms, a Southern Baptist, 
would remove the issue of prayer in schools 
out of the jurisdiction of the courts.

Opponents to the Helms effort cite a three
fold danger:

—It would encourage Congress to attempt, 
in effect, to amend the Constitution by a sim
ple majority, without referring the matter to 
the states for their approval, they say.

—It would set a precedent—the first time to 
be done—for the destruction of First Amend
ment freedoms if there is a majority in Con
gress who disapprove of a particular 
Supreme Court interpretation of the Constitu
tion, opponents contend.

—Putting such issues in the hands of 
localities could create a hodgepodge of ap
proaches to the issue of prayer. The Supreme 
Court, they point out, only ruled against 
government proscribed prayer in schools, not 
against voluntary prayer. School boards 
should be educated to realize that, Helms’ op
ponents insist.

Rogers later told Baptist Press:
“I think the basic concept of the Helms’ 

amendment is to put the First Amendment 
back into the original stance in the minds of 
the framers of that amendment.

“This, indeed, would have state judges rul
ing on the matter of prayer. Now we have 
federal judges for the final authority. Federal 
judges are not always without error. Some of 

us had rather trust the sensitivity of those 
judges closer to and more responsible to us.

“The issue that causes fear in the minds of 
some that a state court may misrule is a vital 
concern. We also have a vital concern that the 
Supreme Court may misrule. Again, I want to 
reiterate that I am diametrically opposed to 
state dictated or enforced religion,” Rogers 
noted.

In the discussion with Wood, Rogers said, 
“I think we’ve gotten some grotesque inter
pretations of the First Amendment.” He said 
he favored giving the states the right to 
“bring corrections needed” on the issue.

He does not believe, the SBC president 
noted, that states would allow forced religion 
in the schools. Wood said that indeed some 
would, and gave as an example New York 
State, which enacted a law struck down by the 
high court in 1962 that had proscribed prayers 
for the public school classrooms.

In the conversation Rogers said, “We’ve 
come to the place” of an “almost anti-God” 
and “humanism” control in the schools. 
“Public schools have become like ‘Sunday 
Schools’ for humanism,” he added.

Both men agreed they were in favor of 
Dublic schools and that there were two sides 
to the issue. They verbally expressed love 
for each other and respect for the other’s opi
nions. “We have different positions for the 
same reasons,” Rogers added.

Wood asked Rogers for dialogue in the case 
of future issues concerning the denomination.

The SBC president said the reason he didn’t 
call the Baptist Joint Committee was because 
he didn’t “feel I was contraverting the deci
sion of the SBC.” If so, he noted, “I would 
have called.”

Blevins to write 
Uniform lessons

William L. Blevins, professor of religion at 
Carson-Newman College, Jefferson City, will 
write the Uniform Series Sunday School 
lessons for the next three months.

His first lesson, for use Sunday, March 2, 
appears in this issue of the Baptist and Re
flector on page 10.

Blevins joined the 
faculty at Carson- 
Newman in 1966 as an 
associate professor of 
religion. He became 
chairman of the 
religion department in 
1969, serving in that 
capacity until 1974, 
when he became coor
dinator of the religion 
and philosopy depart
ment. He became a full professor of religion 
in 1971.

Before coming to Carson-Newman, Blevins 
served as pastor of churches in Tennessee, 
Kentucky, and Mississippi from 1957-66. He 
has also served as interim pastor of eight 
Baptist churches in Tennessee.

Bom in Benham, Ky., he grew up in Oak 
Ridge, Tenn. He is a graduate of Carson- 
Newman; Southern Baptist Theological 
Seminary, Louisville, Ky.; and earned a doc
tor of theology degree from New Orleans Bap
tist Theological Seminary. He also studied at 
the University of Tennessee, Knoxville; Ox
ford University, Oxford, England; and St. 
Regis College, Toronto, Canada.

Since moving to Knoxville, he helped to 
found the Knoxville Counseling Center, which 
provides psychological and counseling ser
vices, and now serves as a counselor in the 
center. He is the author of numerous books.

Blevins and his wife, Carolyn, have four 
children.

A MOMENT OF TRUTH — James E. Wood Jr. (left) and Adrian Rogers engage in 
discussion over differing views on the issue of prayer in public schools.

Executive Committee votes 
for SBC bylaws revisions

NASHVILLE (BP)—The Executive Com
mittee of the Southern Baptist Convention 
voted to recommend changes to tighten SBC 
bylaws on voting and registration at annual 
meetings and recommended a 1980-81 na
tional Cooperative Program budget of 
$90-million in the committee’s February 
meeting.

In other action, the Executive Committee 
passed resolutions which expressed support 
of the SBC Annuity Board in a disagreement 
with the Internal Revenue Service over its 
rulings regarding the board and which urged 
Southern Baptists to continue efforts to deal 
with world hunger and refugee relief.

Changes in the bylaws, which must be ap
proved by the SBC in St. Louis in June, grew 
out of a motion by the SBC asking Lee Porter, 
SBC registration secretary, to investigate 
alleged irregularities in registration of 
messengers at the 1979 SBC in Houston.

In his report to the Executive Committee in 
September, Porter said his investigation 
revealed no massive wrongdoing in registra
tion or in voting in the balloting for SBC presi
dent. But he did say “sloppy” procedures 
needed correcting.

A proposed change' in Bylaw eight would 
stipulate that “each messenger shall register 
in person by presenting a completed and sign
ed Southern Baptist Convention messenger 
registration card.” That would eliminate 
registration for a group of persons by one per
son.

Stipulations in a suggested new bylaw, to be 
called Bylaw 35, include this statement: “In 
order to cast a vote, a messenger must be pre
sent at the time the vote is taken. Voting by 
proxy is not permitted.”

After lengthy debate, the Executive Com
mittee defeated, by two to one margin, a pro
posed change in the SBC Constitution which 
would have heavily linked qualifications for 
sending SBC messengers to the amount a 
church gives to the SBC Cooperative Pro
gram.

The Cooperative Program budget of 
$90-million, which must be approved in June 
by the SBC, includes $74.5-million in basic 
operating budget, $2.5-million in capital 
needs, and $13-million in Bold Mission Thrust 
challenge funds.

The SBC Foreign Mission Board, which had 
earlier expressed public dismay over what it 
feels is an inadequate 8.11 percent increase in 
its proposed share of the Cooperative Pro
gram, did not contest the percentage on the 
floor of the Executive Committee.

The Executive Committee also endorsed 
the 1980-81 SBC Operating Budget of 
$1,335,000, which includes $875,000 from the 

Cooperative Program, $20,000 from dividends 
and interest and $440,000 from contributions 
from the Sunday School Board.

The operating budget includes the annual 
budget of the Executive Committee 
($736,775), expenses for the annual conven
tion ($274,000), contribution to the Baptist 
World Alliance ($242,775), and other items.

The resolution on the IRS problem opposed 
IRS efforts to establish and limit the term 
“Churches, their integrated auxiliaries and 
conventions or associations of churches,” 
under IRS Code Section 6033. It also opposed 
IRS rulings to deny that the Annuity Board is 
a “functional arm and component part of the 
Southern Baptist Convention” and expressed 
support of the Annuity Board in its decision to 
challenge the IRS rulings.

In a series of other actions, the Executive 
Committee:

—Upgraded retirement benefits for Ex
ecutive Committee employees. The upgraded 
plan includes contribution of 10 percent of 
salary for each eligible employee into the An
nuity Board’s model plan for churches and 
agencies, and the matching of contributions 
by employees, from one percent to five per
cent, depending on years of denomination ser
vice.

—Received reports of studies underway of 
the program statements and relationship of 
the Public Affairs Committee and the Chris
tian Life Commission of the SBC; on a defer
red compensation retirement plan for ad
ministrative level staff of the Executive Com
mittee; on immediate and long range use of 
the SBC Building in Nashville; on a proposal 
to fund SBC-related travel for SBC first and 
second vice presidents; and on lay involve
ment in Bold Mission Thrust.

—Approved, subject to SBC approval, a re
quest allowing the Home Mission Board’s 
division of church loans to double its borrow
ing power to meet needs of churches and 
possibly triple it after further review. The 
proposal would also allow the board to ac
tivate the HMB Service Corporation as a 
registered broker/dealer to assist churches, 
associations, and state conventions in handl
ing church bonds.

Missionary joins women
SURINAM, Mauritius — When the 

governor-general of Mauritius laid the cor
nerstone for a nursery school for workers’ 
children in the city of Surinam, Southern Bap
tist missionary Jeanie Wood was one of the 
few foreigners there. She also is one of a few 
foreigners who are members of the Women’s 
Self-Help Association which sponsored the 
event.
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Allen rejects proposed interest-free loan offer
NASHVILLE (BP)—Jimmy Allen, presi

dent of the Southern Baptist Radio and Televi
sion Commission, declared here that he will 
not accept a loan authorized by commission 
trustees for the purchase of a house.

"Brethren, there is no proposed loan or 
house worth the price of creating controversy 
and undercutting credibility,” Allen told the 
February'meeting of the SBC Executive Com
mittee after rising to a point of personal 
privilege.

Allen referred to a report in the Feb. 20 
issue of the Baptist Standard, weekly 
newspaper of Texas Baptists, that the com
mission’s trustees authorized, at the time of

BSSB names Lawson
as news supervisor

NASHVILLE (BP) — Linda Lawson, pro
gram interpretation specialist in the Baptist 
Sunday School Board’s office of communica
tions, has been named supervisor of the news 
and information section in the same office.

In this post she will direct the board’s news 
operation working 
with denominational 
and secular media.

Lawson is a 
graduate of William 
Jewell College, Liber
ty, Mo., and the 
University of 
Missouri, Columbia, 
Mo.

Before coming to the 
office of communica
tions, Lawson was Lawson

single adult work specialist and then editor of 
youth materials, including Event magazine, 
in the Sunday School department. Prior to 
that she was an assistant editor in National
Student Ministries of the Sunday School
Board and assistant editor of Home Life
magazine.

A native of Missouri, Lawson formerly 
taught English in Kearney, Mo., and was a 
teaching assistant at the University of 
Missouri. She was a political reporter for the 
Columbian Missourian while attending the 
University of Missouri.

Presently she is serving as director of the 
single young adult department of Belmont 
Heights Baptist Church, Nashville. She has 
written several magazine articles and is 
author of Life as a Single Adult and compiler 
of Working With Single Adults in Sunday
School.

Coble Self Holllt Wickes

Union University Bible conference 
features Southern Baptist leaders

The ninth annual Spring Bible Conference 
at Union University, Jackson, March 10-12, 
will feature three Southern Baptist leaders 
and a blind concert soloist.

William Self, pastor of Wieuca Road Baptist 
Church, Atlanta, Ga., will be worship leader 
for the three-day event which is expected to 
draw about 2,500 church workers and laymen 
from West Tennessee and surrounding states.

Other speakers include William Coble, pro
fessor of New Testament and Greek at 
Midwestern Baptist Theological Seminary, 
Kansas City, Mo.; and Harry Hollis Jr., direc
tor of family and special moral concerns for 
the Southern Baptist Christian Life Commis
sion, Nashville.

Coble will lead a study of the book of James 
and Hollis will deliver a series of messages on 

his election as president, a 10-year, interest- 
free loan of up to $125,000 for the purchase of a 
house.

The Standard reported that the information 
on the proposed loan was not given at the 
news conference after his election on Dec. 11, 
even though a direct question was asked 
about whether Allen would live in a 
commission-owned house. The response, the 
Standard said, involved only salary, pension 
provisions, and housing allowance.

Addressing the Executive Committee, 
Allen said the trustees felt, "in the rush of 
events on the day of my election that they 
should wait until an actual appropriation of 
funds or firm procedures for those funds was 
worked out before a public announcement.”

“I assented to that point of view,” he said, 
“with their strong commitment and my clear 
understanding, that nothing would be done 
which was in secret or in any possible way 
questionable to the fellowship of Southern 
Baptists.

“Subsequent events, including the tone and 
implications of this article, reveal a different 
perspective by the Baptist Standard,” Allen 
said. “Our trustees’ judgment may have been 
flawed, but it was an honest judgment.”

In an earlier interview with Baptist Press, 
Allen said the loan was not discussed at the 
time of his election because its details were in 
“an embyronic stage.” But he added that he 
now believes it would have been better to 
discuss the principle of internal financing at 
the time and point out that details would be

Spanish literature orders 
Transferred to BSSB

NASHVILLE—Effective Oct. 1, 1980, 
Spanish-speaking churches in the United 
States will be able to order all church 
literature through the Sunday School Board 
except items for missions organizations, ac
cording to an agreement reached by the 
board and the Baptist Spanish Publishing 
House in El Paso, Tex.

The publishing house, operated by the 
Foreign Mission Board, will continue to ser
vice the church literature needs of Spanish
speaking churches outside the United States.

The Spanish church literature order form 
will include both literature produced by the 
board and the publishing house. For example, 
El Interprete, an adult Sunday School 
periodical produced by the board, and El Ex
positor, a Sunday School quarterly for adults 
produced by the publishing house, will both be 
listed on the order form.

"The Moral Crisis in America.”
Kim Wickes, of West Memphis, Ark., con

cert soprano and frequent soloist at Billy 
Graham crusades, will present the special 
music. She was blinded from a bomb explo
sion during a North Korean invasion of her 
village when she was a child in South Korea. 
She was adopted by an American family at 
age 10.

The theme for the conference is “Applying 
the Gospel to Life.” The first session on both 
Monday and Wednesday will begin at 10 a.m., 
and Tuesday morning’s session will start at 
9:30 a.m. Remaining sessions each day will 
beat 11 a.m., 2p.m., 3p.m., 7p.m., and8p.m. 
Congregations from area churches are in
vited to meet in a joint worship service for the 
Wednesday night program.

forthcoming.
Allen said the Standard reported correctly 

that “the proposed loan was not envisioned as 
coming from the Cooperative Program funds 
and has neither been appropriated or ac
cepted.”

“I do not know how the Father will work out 
meeting those needs, but I am notifying the 
trustees that their proposed method of doing 
so is being respectfully declined,” Allen said.

Allen, whose previous residence was owned 
by the church he served as pastor for 12 years 
in San Antonio, Texas, has limited resources 
for a residence. His family has experienced 
heavy medical expenses in recent years. His 
predecessor, Paul M. Stevens, lives in a 
commission-owned home as part of his retire
ment package.

Allen said his basic concern is not “the 
legitimacy of an effort to internally finance 
an interest-free loan” nor “the difference of 
perspective of what constitutes open

BRIEFING — Bill Elder of the Southern Baptist Convention spoke to those atten
ding the legislative briefing which was held in Brentwood last week.

Legislative briefing told 
politics needs Christians

“Churches and their members being involv
ed in the political process is not only good 
politics, but also good Christianity,” Bryant 
Millsaps told the second annual legislative 
briefing at the Baptist Building in Brentwood 
last week.

Millsaps, who is a member of Mur
freesboro's First Baptist Church, works in the 
clerk’s office of the Tennessee House of 
Representatives.

He noted that there are some issues of 
general agreement, such as pornography and 
gambling, when a church as an institution can 
take a stand. However, because of differences 
of opinion, issues such as housing, race rela
tions, and capital punishment could require 
individual response. "We should not shy 
away,” Millsaps said. “Our Lord did not shy 
away.”

Millsaps feels churches should urge their 
members to be involved as individuals 
because of their specific interests. "Many 
problems exist today because the institutional 
church has not spoken out in the past,” he 
added.

Other speakers at the one-day seminar for 
associational leadership were Henry Ben- 
trup, representing a citizens group; Bill 
Elder, director of citizenship for the SBC 
Christian Life Commission; and Jerry Self, 
public affairs and Christian life consultant for 
the Tennessee Baptist Convention.

Speaking on the rationale for Christian 
citizenship, Elder said that Christians should 
be concerned about “appropriately applying 
the gospel to the world through the political 
process.”

He added that we need to study the world 
situation, using the best information 
available, so that Christians can know what is 

disclosure.” He said his deepest concern “is 
that this incident and this interpretation may 
alter the.Southern Baptist agenda of conver
sation and attention at this crucial time of our 
agency’s rebuilding and launching of momen
tum towaird the sharing of the gospel through 
mass media m an unprecedented way.”

Speaking of the commission trustees, Allen 
said, “no group, in my judgment, has worked 
harder at the task of clearing up difficulties in 
an agency’s operation and in reporting facts 
to the constituency as has this current group 
of trustees.” *

Allen apparently was referring indirectly to 
a move by the commission’s trustees to force 
Stevens into early retirement, citing disillu
sionment' with his management procedures.

Allen closed his address to the Executive 
Committee, urging Southern Baptists to get 
on “to the business of Bold Mission Thrust,” 
the SBC’s plan to communicate the message 
of Christ to the entire world by the year 2000.

INVOLVEMENT — Bryant Millsaps told 
last week's legislative briefing that 
Christians should be involved in the 
political process.

going on and react positively. “We need to 
know how the political processes involved 
really work, so we can ‘play the game’,” 
Elder added.

Elder observed that Southern Baptists’ in
terest in politics today is unparalleled in the 
denomination’s history. He feels this will 
make Baptists more responsible in their 
Christian citizenship.

At last week’s legislative briefing, Self gave 
those attending an update on the progress of 
current bills before the Tennessee General 
Assembly.
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EDITORIAL

Mission requests exceed resources
Last June, the messengers to the Southern Bap

tist Convention in Houston set the 1980-81 SBC 
Cooperative Program goal at $90-million. This was a 
10.1 percent increase over the 1979-80 Cooperative 
Program goal of $83-million.

The 1980-81 SBC Cooperative Program would be 
divided this way: $74.5-million for basic operating 
budget, $2.5-million for capital needs for our SBC in
stitutions, and $13-million for a Bold Mission Thrust 
Challenge.

Last week the SBC Executive Committee met in 
Nashville to finalize its recommendation to the 1980 
SBC in St. Louis on how that budget will be divided 
among the agencies and institutions of the conven
tion.

The major concern came at the point of the basic 
operating budget section. The $74.5-million is only 
$6-million more than the $68.5-million in the current 
year’s Cooperative Program goal. This represents an 
8.75 percent increase.

However, the requests from the SBC agencies for 
basic operating expense total $82.5-million — or 20.44 
percent above the current budget. The problem is ob
vious — How do you divide $6-million among agencies 
who need and have requested $14-million in additional 
funds?

For example, the Foreign Mission board — 
because of rampant inflation on mission fields and the 
needs related to Bold Mission Thrust — had asked for 
an increase larger than the total projected increase!

The 8.75 percent increase in operating budgets 
which will be recommended to the St. Louis 
messengers will place pressure on all our agencies, 
since it is well below the current United States’ infla
tion rate, which is more than 13 percent.

What are the options for these agencies and their 
response to Bold Mission Thrust?

(1) The two mission boards, who already have 
their special offerings each, year, can put more 
pressure and promotion on increasing these funds. Of 
course, this is allowable,, but we are already in a 
situation where these two boards receive only about 
50 percent of their income from the Cooperative Pro
gram. This is a dangerous trend, which could even
tually undermine the purpose and operation of the 
Cooperative Program.

(2) Agencies can go directly to churches, asking 
to be included in their budgets, or to individuals for 
direct gifts. This has been permitted by the conven
tion in recent years for special needs. Here again, if
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this practice grows, the Cooperative Program impact 
can be diminished.

(3) The third option — which is certainly the most 
desirable — would be for Baptists and their churches 
to increase their giving to missions through the 
Cooperative Program, so there will be more funds for 
distribution to these agencies.

SBC registration
Charges of registration and voting irregularities 

at the 1979 Southern Baptist Convention were made 
after last June’s SBC in Houston — although a report 
by the SBC registration secretary, Lee Porter, to the 
SBC Executive Committee last September seemed to 
indicate that these were minor and affected only a 
small percentage of those present.

Out of Porter’s report, the Executive Committee 
asked its bylaws workgroup to study the procedure 
and bring recommendations. The workgroup came up 
with two Bylaw changes and one amendment to the 
SBC Constitution — wnich turned out to be the major 
item of discussion and debate at last week’s Ex
ecutive Committee session.

The two Bylaws dealt generally with messengers 
being present to register and vote “in person.” These 
were approved for recommendation to the 1980 SBC. 
If approved, these will become effective in 1981.

The constitutional amendment would have 
changed the basis of “membership” and the manner 
by which a church determines the number of 
messengers it may send. After extensive discussion 
and challenges, the Executive Committee members 
voted to not recommend any changes to Article III 
Membership.

The St. Louis messengers will consider a recom
mended amendment to Bylaw 8, which would add, 
“Each messenger shall register in person by present
ing a completed and signed Southern Baptist Conven
tion messenger registration card.” This would do 
away with the practice of some to register for others 
or to preregister by mail.

A new Bylaw would provide that only messengers 
present in the auditorium at the time of voting may 
cast ballots.

The proposed Constitution amendment (which 
was voted down by the Executive Committee) would 
have made the Cooperative Program the basis for a 
church’s eligibility to send messengers. Presently, 
the contributions may be made to the “Convention’s 
work” rather than the suggested “Cooperative Pro
gram.”

By deciding not to recommend this amendment to 
the Constitution, the present requirements for 
messengers will continue.

Dealing daily with the English language, it 
has occurred to me that a number of words 
are being “invented” or are changing their 
meaning in current usage.

This led me to the question, “What word in 
our language has most lost its meaning in 
common usage?

That word must be “LOVE.”
It is used in so many ways that its meaning 

is almost meaningless—“I love football. I 
love my wife. I love the Cincinnati Reds. I 
love homemade ice cream. I love God. I love 
summertime”—and on and on. Millions of 
time each day people exclaim the things they 
love—and these range from the Divine to the 
frivolous.

If LOVE is the leading misused and 
misunderstood word, not far behind is the 
word SERVICE.

Most of you will remember when a 
“gasoline station” was called a “service sta
tion.” In addition to dispensing gasoline, a 
station used to give such services as cleaning 
windshields, rearview mirrors, and 
headlights; filling tires, batteries, and 
radiators; providing free, up-to-date road 
maps—and maybe even throwing in trading 
stamps and a free green glass!

But the word has suffered even more in its 
usage in the phrase “church worship 
service.”

Twice each Sunday, Baptist churches 
schedule one-hour (more or less) periods 
generally called worship services. The im
plication is obvious: worship is a service 
which a Christian performs for his God.

Unfortunately, too many Baptists do not 
take this scheduled service to God seriously. 
Less than 50 percent engage in worship on any 
given Sunday morning; far less on Sunday 
nights.

And not everyone who sits through the Sun
day sessions fulfill the service to God of wor
ship. This is not always the fault of the at- 
tender. Many times these periods are not 
designed to encourage worship, but rather an
nouncements and enlistment, “perfor
mances” by preacher and musicians, and 
fellowship with friends.

Worship is basically an encounter with 
God; a recognition of our proper relationship 
to Him; a giving of ourselves to His will; 
and a recommitment of our “vows” of service 
to God.

How does one have this kind of worship ser
vice?

First, long before the appointed time and 
date, begin to pray specifically that the ser
vices will really be a service of worship of 
God—not only for you personally, but for 
others who will be there. Pray particularly 
for the pastor as he prepares his message.

When entering the auditorium, remember 
you are there to meet God—not your other 
friends. Use the time before the service to 
prepare your heart.

When the hymns are sung, listen to the 
words.

When the Scripture is read, consider the 
passage as God’s personal letter to you.

When others pray aloud, translate these 
prayers into your own personal prayer.

When the offering plate comes by, make 
this a time of worship by giving cheerfully to 
God.

When the message is preached, concentrate 
on every word-because it is God’s message 
to you. Try to find at least one thing that God 
is saying directly to you.

When the invitation time comes, make it 
your personal time of response—sometimes a 
public decision; always a private decision.

Next Sunday—every Sunday—use that hour 
of worship as a service to God.
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Court upholds
WASHINGTON (BP)-A divided U.S. 

Supreme Court ruled here that a New York 
law reimbursing parochial schools for ad
ministering state-required pupil tests and 
monitoring school attendance does not violate 
the Constitution’s ban on an establishment of 
religion.

The 5-4 ruling upholding the New York law 
brings' to an end a legal battle which began to 
take shape 10 years ago when the state 
legislature first attempted to reimburse both 
church-sponsored and secular nonpublic 
schools for a variety of state-mandated ser
vices.

Although the high court struck down the

Nominations needed 
by TBC committees

The guidelines adopted by the Tennessee 
Baptist Convention for the Committee on 
Boards and the Committee on Committees 
give all Tennessee Baptists the opportunity to 
make nominations by filling out a form 
printed in the Baptist and Reflector.

Some people may not understand how 
names come before committees. The head of 
each of the TBC institutions submits at least 
three names for consideration for each posi
tion to be nominated. They receive names 
from people interested in their particular 
work and pass these along to the Committee 
on Boards. The convention guidelines direct 
them to work with the heads of the institu
tions.

If a person wants to recommend a person to 
any of the convention’s boards or committees, 
a letter or this form can be sent to Tom Mad
den, TBC executive secretary, P.O. Box 347, 
Brentwood, TN 37027, or to the temporary 
chairmen of the Committee on Boards or the 
Committee on Committees, or to the head of a 
TBC institution or agency.

The Committee on Boards will meet April 8. 
The temporary chairman is Ervin Cook, 4914 
Jacksboro Pike, Knoxville, TN 37918.

The Committee on Committees will meet 
April 17. The temporary chairman is Hoyt 
Wilson, First Baptist Church, Box 386, Lex
ington, TN 38351.

GUIDELINES

1 Members of these committees should not nominate themselves to till any 
vacancies existing on any convention standing committee or convention board

2 Individuals over the state should be encouraged to send suggestions lor 
nominees to these two committees, including supporting data as to their 
qualifications and availablity

3. A form should be printed in the Baptist state paper by which suggestions 
could be made to these committees, the form beanng the signature ol the person 
making the suqqestion

4. The initial metting of these committees each year should be announced as 
an “open" meeting when individuals or heads ol institutions or agencies could 
appear before the committees to offer suggestions of an about possible 
nominees.

5. The head of each institution should be asked to submit the names ol three 
persons lor each vacancy to be tilled on his board, with supporting data on why 
these persons would make suitable board members, a practice that is now being 
followed

6. If the Committee on Boards considers someone else, other than a person 
suggested by the head of an institution, for any vacancy on a board, the commit 
tee should confer with that official concerning the qualifications of the person be 
mg considerd. it being understood that the final decision on the nomination rests 
with the committee

7. The Committee on Boards should be aware of any requirements of the ac 
crediting agencies which are related to our hospitals, colleges, academy, or 
children’s homes as these requirements affect the work of the committee, keep 
mg in mind the requirements of the Tennessee Baptist Convention constitution 
and bylaws If and when conflicts develop in this area, the committee shall so 
advise the convention and the convention shall consider ways ol reconciling the 
conflicts

8. These two committees should keep in mind the desirability of the following 
principles in making nominations, a board representation of geographical areas, 
differing sizes and types of churches, a variety of professional and educational 
backgrounds, different age groups, with both lay men/women and ministers in 
eluded.

9. These committees should not nominate a person to a Convention board or 
standing committee who receives a part or all of his salary from the Tennessee 
Baptist Convention or one of its subsidiary units

10. The Committee on Boards should no longer feel that all of its nominations 
should be confined to the geographical area where an institution or agency is 
locatd. but their nominess should be residents ol Tennessee and members ol 
churches affiliated with the Tennessee Baptist Convention.

11. Trustees must be active In the support ot their local churches.

New York law reimbursing church schools
1970 law, the narrow majority in the new case 
held that a revised law passed in 1974 and 
estimated to cost the state $8-million to 
$10-million annually, is sufficiently different 
to uphold it.

Justice Byron R. White, writing for the ma
jority, pointed to two key improvements. 
They are elimination of teacher-prepared, as 
distinguished from state-prepared tests, and 
a provision under the new law calling for state 
audits of disbursed funds to insure that only 
secular testing services are reimbursed to 
nonpublic schools.

“Each of the tests addresses a secular 
academic subject,” White wrote. “None deals

RECOMMENDATION TO 1980 COMMITTEE ON 
BOARDS AND COMMITTEES ON COMMITTEES

For service as a director, trustee, or committee member on the Ten
nessee Baptist Convention boards or committees.

Believing in this person’s moral integrity, spiritual commitment, and 
other qualifications:

1. I recommend_________________________________________________

Mailing address_________________________________________________

2. Approximate age Occupation___________________________

3. Is person an ordained minister?

4. Name and address of church where the above is a member

7. List training, skills, experiences, etc., which would qualify for service 

recommended_____________

8. List the place where you think this person can best serve:

A. trustee or director of an institution or agency or the executive board 

(specify)_____________________________________________ _______ _

B. Convention committee: (specify)

Please understand that this recommendation does not assure nomination. 
However, your recommendation will be given serious consideration. No 
contact will be made by the committee on boards or committee on commit
tees until nomination has been approved.

________________________________________ Association____________

5. Give brief statement as to the past and present loyalty of this person to 

this church, and the programs of Southern Baptists

6. List service on boards or committees of the Tennessee Baptist Convention

Signed
(name of person making recommendation)

(mailing address)

(occupation) (date)

with religious subject matter.” The examina
tions in question consist of pupil evaluation 
tests, comprehensive achievement tests, and 
New York regents scholarship and college 
qualifications tests.

White’s opinion for the majority upheld a 
federal district court which ruled that there 
was no substantial risk that the tests could be 
used for religious educational purposes.

The majority likewise held that no signifi
cant danger of “excessive entanglement” of 
the state with church schools exists under the 
reimbursement scheme.

White acknowledged in the conclusion of his 
15-page opinion that “establishment clause” 

cases such as that from New York “are not 
easy.” “They stir deep feelings,” he con
tinued, “and we are divided among ourselves, 
perhaps reflecting the different views on this 
subject of the people of this country.”

He went on to say that the high court has 
determined “to avoid categorical im
peratives and absolutist approaches at either 
end of the range of possible outcomes.”

Justice John Paul Stevens, on the other 
hand, declared in a short dissenting opinion 
that “the entire enterprise of trying to justify 
various types of subsidies to nonpublic 
schools should be abandoned.”

Stevens accused the majority of “groping 
for a rationale” to support laws such as New 
York’s and said that he is prepared to “resur
rect” Thomas Jefferson’s view of a “high and 
impregnable” wall between church and state.

Justice Harry A. Blackmun, who wrote a 
separate dissenting opinion for himself and 
Justices William J. Brennan Jr. and
Thurgood Marshall, said he fears the court 
had taken “a long step backwards in the in
evitable controversy that emerges when a 
state legislature continues to insist on pro
viding public aid to parochial schools.”

Personal 
perspective
BY TOM MADDEN 

TBC executive secretary

The impact the risen Christ made in the 
days following His resurrection is indicated in 
the experience recorded in Acts 5:15. “...they 
brought forth the sick into the streets, and 
laid them on beds and couches, that at the 
least the shadow of Peter passing by might 
overshadow some of 
them.”

I would like to use 
Peter’s shadow as an 
illustration of personal 
influence. His shadow 
depicted his spiritual 
power. In this instance 
it was quite positive. 
Another example of 
his positive influence 
is found in John 20:3-8. 
When the good news Madden

came that Christ had risen and the tomb was 
empty, “Peter ... and that other disciple, ... 
ran both together; and the other disciple did 
outrun Peter, and came first to the sepulchre. 
And he stooping down, and looking in, saw the 
linen clothes lying; yet went he not in. Then 
cometh Simon Peter following him, and went 
into the sepulchre, and ... then went in also 
that other disciple, which came first to the 
sepulchre....” If Peter had not gone in first, 
both might possibly have remained outside. 
They would both have lost a tremendous 
blessing. It follows that many may be outside 
waiting for one of us to “enter the tomb.”

We can also exercise a negative influence. 
Peter served as an example of this also. In 
John 21:3 we find, “Simon Peter saith unto 
them, I go a fishing. They say unto him. We 
also go with thee. They went forth, and 
entered into a ship immediately; and that 
night they caught nothing.”

The Old Testament character, Saul, is an 
example of our influence upon those closest to 
us. Recorded in 1 Samuel 31 is the account of 
^ul asking his armor bearer, “Draw thy 
sword, and thrust me through therewith ... 
But his armor bearer would not... Therefore 
Saul took a sword, and fell upon it.”

We often are unaware that we are casting a 
shadow, but all of us do. Likewise, we may be 
unaware that we experience influence, but we 
do. God grant that our influence might always 
be helpful and positive.
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* Citizen’s Corner ♦
By Jerry M. Self 

Public affairs and Christian life 
consultant u.

How would you like your food budget to 
stretch nearly a month longer this year? The 
amount of sales tax you pay on food is equal to 
three weeks’ supply of food. In other words, 
your family could eat for nearly a month on 
the money you pay the state and local govern
ments for the privilege 
of purchasing food in 
Tennessee.

Many Tennesseans 
are having enough 
trouble buying food at 
best. Stretching their 
food dollars three 
more weeks would 
really help.

HB1152 and SB1065, 
companion bills which 
are in the finance,
ways and means committees of both houses, 
are a step in the right direction. This legisla
tion would immediately reduce sales tax on 
food to three and one half percent and would 
provide the means by which it could be reduc
ed to zero.

The revenue would have to come from 
somewhere else and the bill provides that it 
come from a more equitable taxing of the 
sales of other goods and services.

There is one major problem with the bill, 
however. No one cares too much about it — 
that is, no one is making noise about it at the 
capitol. With the exception of COST-OFF, 
Coalition Opposing Sales Tax of Food, no ma
jor special interest lobby is pushing the bill. 
Perhaps, in fact, a few would prefer not to 
have sales taxes headed in their direction.

Do you suppose Tennessee Baptists could 
become the voice of those who do not have the 
skill or the muscle to get help through law?

Emeritus missionary, 
Rose Marlowe, dies

LOUISVILLE, Ky.—Rose Marlowe, 
Southern Baptist emeritus missionary to 
China and Japan, died Feb. 18 in a Louisville, 
Ky., rest home. She was 89.

Funeral services were held Feb. 21 at Cres
cent Hill Baptist Church, Louisville.

Appointed to China in 1921, Miss Marlowe 
taught English, Bible, and art at Shung Tak 
Baptist Girls’ School in Shanghai. She also 
directed religious education at the school for 
22 years and was principal for three years.

Outside the school she was involved in 
women’s and youth work at her church in 
Shanghai and did evangelistic work in nearby 
villages.

In 1943, while Shanghai was under Japanese 
occupation, Miss Marlowe spent eight months 
in an internment camp and another month on 
a prison ship before she was repatriated to the 
United States.

After the communists took over China, she 
transferred to Japan where she taught at 
Seinan Jo Gakuin, a Baptist girls’ school in 
Kokura (now Kitakyushu), until her retire
ment in 1956.

Salvadorans take refuge 
in Baptist Book Store

SAN SALVADOR, El Salvador—Some of 
the more than 100,000 people marching in a 
demonstration in the center of San Salvador, 
capital city of El Salvador, found refuge in the 
Baptist Book Store when shooting broke out 
and demonstrators fled in all directions.

Twenty-one people were killed and many 
wounded in the incident. The country has 
been in a state of political turmoil for more 
than five months.

The few who entered the bookstore, located 
less than four blocks from the shooting inci
dent, received a Christian witness and Chris
tian literature, and at least one, a 16-year-old 
boy who was lost and afraid, was given money 
for his bus trip home.

SAMOA — Pastor Ray Viliamu, first Southern Baptist home missionary to go to 
American Samoa lead the Lord's Supper ovservance at Happy Valley Baptist 
Church in Pago Pago. Viliamu is supported by the Home Mission Board and the 
Hawaii Baptist Convention.

SBC churches to emphasize 
home missions next week
BIRMINGHAM, Ala.-The 1980 Week of 

Prayer for Home Missions, featuring the An
nie Armstrong Easter Offering, will be 
observed March 2-9 in Southern Baptist chur
ches.

Woman’s Missionary Union, auxiliary to 
the Southern Baptist Convention, has set a na
tional goal of $15.5-million for the offering.

The theme of the Week of Prayer is “We 
Cannot Keep from Telling,’’ based on Acts 
4:18-20.

William G. Tanner, executive director
treasurer of the Home Mission Board, said 
that receipts for the 1979 offering already 
have set a record. The sum Tanner reported 
to the WMU Executive Board on Jan. 17 was 
$14,171,637.82, which is an increase of 15.4 per
cent over the previous year.

Tanner called the response of Baptist peo
ple to the offering “a remarkable outlet of 
missions giving and concern.”

“It certainly represents sacrificial giving,” 
Tanner said. “Southern Baptists are giving 
more of their real income to the Annie Arm
strong Easter Offering.”

“The message I get from this is that our 
membership is committed to Bold Mission 
Thrust.”

Bold Mission Thrust is the plan of Southern 
Baptist to present the gospel of Jesus Christ to 
every person by the year 2000. Bold Mission 
depends on increasing the number of Baptists 
involved in missions on both the career and 
volunteer basis.

Carolyn Weatherford, executive director of 
WMU, expects that the upcoming offering will 
exceed its goal.

“The offering is vital, but the educational 
and prayer support value is even more impor
tant,” he said.

Miss Weatherford said that the Week of 
Prayer introduces children in the churches to 
missionaries and God’s purpose in missions.

“The doubled missionary force by the year 
2000 is now children growing up in our chur
ches,” Miss Weatherford said. “These 
children need to know what a missionary is in

Volunteer's condition 
continues to improve

RICHMOND, Va. (BP)-Milford Doss Jr. of 
Somerset, Ky., is listed in satisfactory condi
tion by the Veterans Administration Hospital, 
Lexington, Ky., and his wife says that she 
sees daily improvement in her husband’s con
dition.

Doss, a Baptist layman, was treated for 
cerebral malaria at the University of Ken
tucky Hospital, Lexington, after returning 
Jan. 18 from volunteer evangelistic efforts in 
Nigeria.

order to recognize God’s call to be a mis
sionary.”

Miss Weatherford said that “WMU has 
couched the offering in what we feel is the 
best way, a Week of Prayer.”

The theme for the 1980 Week of Prayer for 
Home Missions is keyed to evangelism, one of 
the main arteries in the Home Mission Board 
plan to evangelize and congregationalize the 
United States.

The string-saver

Annie's story goes on
by Debbie Wattier

The Annie Armstrong story has “strings at
tached.”

The strings in the Annie Armstrong story 
are the kind you wrap packages with.

The story is true that Southern Baptists 
have given more than $141-million to home 
missions through the offering initiated by and 
later named for Miss Armstrong.

The name of Annie Armstrong is associated 
with the annual home missions offering and 
week of prayer. She also was instrumental in 
beginning the denomination’s annuity plan 
and church building fund.

Miss Armstrong advocated an early form of 
inter-agency cooperation as she encouraged 
communication and teamwork between 
Woman’s Missionary Union and the mission 
boards.

“Miss Annie” was the first corresponding 
secretary of WMU, auxiliary to the Southern 
Baptist Convention. Her office was the 
equivalent of executive director. She served 
from 1888 to 1906 without pay.

Miss Armstrong saved string and paper 
from packages received at the WMU office in 
Baltimore, My. She saved the string and 
paper to mail missions literature, much of 
which was written by Miss Armstrong, to 
churches and individuals.

“She found no chore too menial for her will
ing hands,” according to the Annie Arm
strong biography by Elizabeth Marshall 
Evans. “Often she wrapped and tied 
packages of literature with string which she 
had saved and frugally wound into balls.”

The custom of saving string influenced at 
least the second generation WMU staff, ac
cording to Helen E. Falls, professor of mis
sions at New Orleans Baptist Theological 
Seminary.

Miss Falls’ first job as a seminary graduate

Foundation
A better way

By Jonas L. Stewart 
Executive Secretary-Treasurer

The Christian way is the best way. In the 
Christian life there are many choices to be 
made. Often we must determine which of two 
decisions is the better. This can carry over 
into estate planning.

There were two men, each with a wife and 
children. Their estates were about equal. It 
mattered little while all was well whether 
they planned for the disposition of the estate 
at death. This event always seems so far 
away when one is healthy and happy. 
However, the inevitable happened as time 
claimed its dividends on their lives.

One of the men died suddenly and without 
warning. No plans had been made for the 
welfare of his family. There was no will. The 
court appointed the wife as administrator of 
his estate. The use of things she once took for 
granted were now tied up in probate. Money 
in his checking and savings account which she 
had free access to before were now closed to 
her. A relative challenged her ability to serve 
as administrator which delayed her privilege 
of using assets for the benefit of the children.

The other man had a well-prepared will in 
which his wife was named executrix and also 
trustee for the children. The court gave her 
immediate control over the entire estate to 
transact business in the husband’s name just 
as he might have done if he were alive. It is 
easy to see that this is the better way.

The Tennessee Baptist Foundation has an 
excellent dramatic 20-minute color film en
titled “A Better Way.” It is available to 
churches, church organizations, pastors’ con
ferences or any other group without cost. The 
only obligation is to return it to our office. 
Write the Tennessee Baptist Foundation, Box 
347, Brentwood, Tenn., 37027, and give the 
date for showing.

ANNIE ARMSTRONG
in 1941 placed her with Mrs. Samuel Barnes, 
“who had known Miss Annie well.” Miss Falls 
recalls what happened when a package was 
received at the WMU office in the 1940s.

Mrs. Barnes laboriously unpacked and un
tied all the knots in the string on the package. 
She rolled the string into a neat little ball.

“Then Mrs. Barnes pulled out the drawer of 
her desk, put in the string, closed the drawer 
and said, ‘All right, Miss Annie!”’ Miss Falls 
said.

“I think Annie was a saving individual,” 
Miss Falls said. “She was so sold on missions, 
she did not want to squander any money oh 
anything.”

Annie Armstrong’s comment on missions 
today might be indicated by one of her expres
sions :

“Though doing more than before, is this at 
all the measure of what we ought to do?”
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Our People
CHURCHES...

Hixson’s First Baptist Church became debt 
free earlier this month when James Godfrey, 
chairman of the church’s budget committee, 
delivered a check for $30,100 to the bank. 
Prior to this date, the church had repur
chased $19,500 of its bonds. The debt was paid 
over four years before maturity. Pastor Bob
by Douglas reported that, in addition to 
removal of the debt, members of the church 
have doubled their mission support through 
the Cooperative Program since 1977.

Macedonia Baptist Church, Beulah 
Association, has undergone major renovation 
and improvements to the facility recently. 
The 129 resident members of the congregation 
voted $18,000 for renovation of the 
auditorium. Harry Wilburn is pastor.

First Baptist Church in Millington observed 
note burning ceremonies which marked 
freedom from debts occurring in six building 
programs dating from 1949, according to 
Pastor Ray Newcomb. Returning for the 
special ceremony were former pastors L.C. 
Bowers, William T. Flynt, H.A. Hunderup Jr., 
and the wife of former pastor D.D. Scrivner. 

Also present was Frank Lott, who served as 
minister of music for 30 years before his 
retirement.

PEOPLE...
Temple Baptist Church in Old Hickory 

honored Darryl Harris on his 20th anniver
sary as pastor of that congregation. Under his 
leadership, the church has constructed a new 
sanctuary and completed payment on it.

Rodney Pinson was ordained as a deacon at 
First Baptist Church in Greenbrier earlier 
this month. Participating in the service were 
F.R. Choate, Barry Chism, W.l. Dawson, Bob 
Crain, William Denney, and Luell Smith. 
Pastor Dennis R. Plank brought the message.

Two deacons were ordained at Fort Robin
son Baptist Church in Kingsport recently. The 
men were Jim Ford Jr. and John Thomasson. 
Freeman Wright brought the charge to the 
church and to the candidates.

Members of Holts Corner Baptist Church, 
New Duck River Association, observed a day 
of appreciation for Mrs. Myrtle Johns, a 
member of the church’s Woman’s Missionary 
Union since 1923. Mrs. Johns was a charter 
member of the organization and has been ac
tive in its work for 57 years.

Little West Fork Baptist Church, 
Clarksville, ordained Marion Terry and 
Gilbert Steinhorst as deacons. Roger L. 
Oldham is pastor.

William Hicks, David Allen, and Clarence 
Roberts were ordained as deacons by 
Parkway Baptist Church in Goodlettsville 
recently. Pastor James R. Moore delivered 
the ordination sermon.

James Abbitt observed his fifth anniver
sary as pastor of Maranatha Baptist Church, 
Humboldt, recently. He was honored at a 
special luncheon following services at the 
church.

Hixson’s First Baptist Church held deacon 
ordination and installation services recently. 
The newly ordained men are: James God
frey, Jim Long, Steve Miller, Charles 
Salstrand, and Bob Woodside. Bobby Douglas 
is pastor of the church.

South Knoxville Baptist Church in Knox
ville ordained six deacons this month. In
cluded were: Keith Raines, Jack Hill, Dick 
McPherson, David Jordan, Pete Stillman, 
and Frank Hughes. Interim pasior Ed Glover 
led in the srvice.

Mt. Zion Baptist Church, Heiskell, ordained 
three deacons recently. They are Neil Lay,

and Our Churches . . .
David Stooksbury, and Johnny Hudson. J.T. 
Miller is pastor.

In Nashville, Two Rivers Baptist Church or
dained Phil Forrest, John Bearden, Ron 
England, Bob Humphrey, and Dan Fowler as 
deacons. Roy Edgemon is interim pastor.

Mr. and Mrs. Charlie Bell, members of 
First Baptist Church in Woodbury, celebrated 
their 50th wedding anniversary recently. The 
observance was held in the community room 
of a local bank. Bobby Zumbro is pastor of the 
Woodbury congregation.

Mars Hill Baptist Church, New Duck River 
Association, ordained Danny Jones to the 
gospel ministry recently.

Jerry Childress, Ralph Glenn, Harold 
Patrick, Harold Simmons, Bill Stone, Bruce 
Thrift, and Jack Turner were scheduled to be 
ordained as deacons at First Baptist Church 
in Jackson earlier this month. R. Trevis Otey 
is pastor.

Robert Fowler and George Young have 
been ordained as deacons by Bear Creek Bap
tist Church in the East Tennessee Baptist 
Association. Charles Sunderland is pastor of 
the congregation.

Blooming Grove Baptist Church, Lawrence 
County Association, ordained Coleman 
Powell and Royce Norwood as deacons. Ken
neth Brewer preached the ordination sermon. 
Charges to the church and to the candidates 
were brought by John D. Bolton. A.J. David
son also participated in the service.

Calvary Baptist Church, Memphis licensed 
Robert Nunnery to the gospel ministry earlier 
this month. Nunnery is a student at Memphis 
State University and serves as minister of 
music at Calvary. B.F. McIlwain is pastor.

LEADERSHIP...
Glenn D. Merriman joined the staff of 

Dalewood Baptist Church in Nashville where 
he will serve as minister of education and 
outreach. He comes to Nashville from a 
similar position at Clarkston Baptist Church 
in Clarkston, Ga. He is a 1969 graduate of 
Oklahoma Baptist University, Shawnee, and 
earned the MRE degree from Midwestern 
Baptist Theological Seminary in Kansas City, 
Mo. He previously served churches in 
Missouri and Oklahoma.

Mark LeMay accepted the call to serve as 
full-time minister of music and youth at 
Parkway Baptist Church in Goodlettsville. 
James R. Moore is pastor.

Coye Marbutt resigned as pastor of Sum
mertown Baptist Church, Lawrence County 
Association. He has accepted the call of At
wood Baptist Church in Red Bay, Ala.

Zion Baptist Church, Brownsville, called 
David Joyner as minister of music and youth. 
Joyner is a student at Union University in 
Jackson and has served as minister of music 
at churches in Memphis and Fisherville. 
Michael O’Brien is pastor of the church.

Mountain Terrace Baptist Church in Mem
phis called Randy Krebs as minister of youth. 
Krebs is a student at Mid-America Baptist 
Theological Seminary in that city.

Jay Edward Dobelstein, former minister of 
music and youth at First Baptist Church in 
Fayetteville, has accepted a similar call to 
First Baptist Church in Jasper. Before his 
service in Fayetteville, he was a staff 
member of churches in Alabama and Ken
tucky and Cross Plains, Tenn. He is a 
graduate of Samford University, Birm
ingham, Ala., and Southern Baptist 
Theological Seminary, Louisville. Billy W. 
Ellison is pastor of the Jasper congregation.

The new minister of music at First Baptist

Church in Knoxville is Eugene Hattaway, 
former minister of music at First Baptist 
Church, Dothan, Ala. A native of Florida, he 
is a graduate of William Carey College in Hat
tiesburg, Miss, and Southwestern Baptist 
Theological Seminary, Fort Worth. He has 
also served as minister of music at churches 
in Suffolk, Va., and Marianna, Fla. Douglas 
Watterson is pastor of First church, Knox
ville.

Finley Baptist Church, Dyer Association, 
called Brent Bullman as children and youth 
director. A junior at the University of Ten
nessee at Martin, Bullman comes to Finley 
from the Maranatha Baptist Church in that 
city where he was active in children’s work 
and in the bus ministry. Don Scott is pastor of 
the Finley church.

Russell Joyner is serving as interim pastor 
of Oak Grove Church near Moscow.

Howse Baptist Church, Carroll-Benton 
Association, called Joe Harris to serve as in
terim pastor.

John Charles, former pastor at Parker’s 
Gap Baptist Church in Ooltewah, has ac
cepted the call of a church in Fort Payne, Ala.

Jess Norris resigned as pastor of Hilltop 
Baptist Church in Ooltewah. He is serving in 
supply positions.

Kensington Baptist Church in Memphis 
called Laurence R. Booth as minister of 
outreach and education. Booth is a student at 
Mid-America Baptist Theological Seminary 
in that city.

Calvary Baptist Church in Oak Ridge called 
Frank Boston as interim pastor.

Robert W. Massey was called as minister of 
youth to Blue Ridge Park Baptist Church in 
Memphis. A resident of Heth, Ark., he is a stu
dent at Mid-America Baptist Theological 
Seminary in Memphis.

Mike Hodges began serving as minister of 
music at Manley Baptist Church in Mor
ristown earlier this month, coming from a 
similar post at First Baptist Church in 
Donelson. Hodges, a graduate of Oklahoma 
Baptist University in Shawnee, earned the 
master of church music degree from 
Southwestern Baptist Theological Seminary, 
Fort Worth, in 1975. In addition to his work at 
the Donelson church, he has served as a stu
dent tutor in conducting, was a music director 
for the Nashville Baptist Association, and was 
a music conference leader in Indiana. 
Richard Emmert is pastor at Manley.

Foundation grants $25,000 
for lighting at Southern

LOUISVILLE, Ky. (BP)—Due to a $25,000 
commitment by the John and Mary Franklin 
Foundation of Atlanta, the main campus of 
Southern Baptist Theological Seminary will 
soon receive new security lighting.

The lighting system will provide for 
pedestrian and automobile safety on about 75 
acres of the campus. With the increasing use 
of facilities in the evening hours, both to ac
commodate larger enrollment and to achieve 
energy efficiency, adequate lighting became 
essential.

Students give to hunger
WIGGINS, Miss. — A group of high school 

students belonging to a religious club fasted 
for 24 hours and encouraged the rest of the 630 
student body to skip one meal that day to 
raise money to feed the world’s hungry. The 
30 members of the devotions committee at 
Stone High School, Wiggins, Miss., 
spearheaded the effort which netted $409.44. 
The money was donated to the Southern Bap
tist Foreign Mission Board’s world hunger 
fund.

Union to construct 
new housing units

JACKSON—In a move to relieve over
crowded housing conditions on its five-year- 
old campus, Union University trustees have 
voted to construct 12 additional units at a pro
jected cost of $280,000.

The expansion in student housing is the se
cond such project the college has faced since 
it relocated on Jackson’s U.S. 45 Bypass in the 
fall of 1975. The new units, which will house 60 
women, are scheduled for occupancy in late 
August. Construction will begin immediately.

“The building program will again seek to 
relieve over-crowded conditions in resident 
housing which Union has experienced for the 
past five years,” said Union president Robert 
Craig.

The announcement of the project comes 
only three months after Union dedicated a 
$900,000 housing addition which added nearly 
100 beds for single students and the college’s 
first 20 apartments for married students.

Trustees had hoped that first major con
struction project on the new campus would 
eliminate the resident overflow, but the fall of 
1979 saw those apartments filled and nearly 50 
students still being housed on the former east 
Jackson campus, the president noted.

The construction project will boost the 
women’s occupancy to 439 and increase the 
college’s total resident population from 640 to 
700.

Musicians award Reynolds 
honorary life membership

FORT WORTH, Tex.—The executive com
mittee of the Southern Baptist Church Music 
Conference recently voted unanimously to 
award honorary life membership to William 
J. Reynolds.

Reynolds retired recently as secretary of 
the music department of the Southern Baptist 
Sunday School Board.

Such memberships are extended each year 
during the conference to persons of out
standing and long contribution to church 
music in Southern Baptist life.

The 24th annual conference will meet June 
8-9 in St. Louis, prior to the meeting of the 
Southern Baptist Convention.

The council also voted to recognize 
Reynolds and his achievements with a recep
tion June 8 following the opening session of 
the conference.

Architects' workshop 
set for March 24-27

NASHVILLE—The 11th National Ar
chitects’ Workshop for architects who work 
with Southern Baptist churches will meet 
here March 24-27 at the Maxwell House Hotel.

Denominational leaders and architectural 
consultants will provide an in-depth study of 
local church needs and some basic criteria to 
help design facilities which fit those needs, 
according to Rowland Crowder, secretary of 
the church architecture department of the 
southern Baptist Sunday School Board.

Specialists scheduled to address the ar
chitects are James A. Patrick dean of 
academic affairs, University of Dallas; and 
Norma Stevens, professor of education at Bel
mont College, Nashville.

Missionary undergoes 
brain tumor surgery

Mrs. Yvonne Anderson, Southern 
Baptist missionary to the Phillipines, 
underwent surgery for the removal of a 
brain tumor last Thursday. Her hus
band, former Tennessee pastor James 
Anderson, is asking for prayers in her 
behalf.

At press time (Feb. 25) the extent of 
the complications of the illness are not 
known. She is in intensive care at 
Southern Baptist Hospital in New 
Orleans, La.

Anderson is a graduate of Union 
University, Jackson. He was pastor of 
Bethlehem Baptist Church, Greenfield, 
in 1958-59.
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Bible Puzzle
Answers on page 10

ACROSS

1 Son of Zephaniah 
(Zee.6:14)

4 Church part
8 “word of the —”

(Heb. 7)
12 Irritate
13 “and — one for 

another” (Jas. 5:16)
14 Man (Neh. 3:25)
15 Pueblo Indian
16 Bravo!
17 Teases: slang
18 Search them

(John 5:39)
22 Day of the week: 

abbr.
23 Indian title of respect
24 Concerning
26 Fuzzy surface
29 Recipe abbr.
31 Seen by the ass 

(Num. 22:23)
33 Site of 12 wells

(Ex. 15:27)

35 Oriental holiday
37 Elimelech had two 

(Ruth 1:2)
38 “by — and blood” 

(1 John 5)
40 Before historic and 

judge
42 Dead on arrival:

x abbr.
43 Without: L.; abbr.
44 Academic degrees: 

abbr.
46 California 

university: abbr.
48 “and find you —” 

(2 Cor. 9)
53 Layman
56 Ship’s record
57 Japanese shrub
58 A prophetess

(Luke 2:36)
59 It is nothing 

(1 Cor. 8:4)
61 Statute

CRYPTOVERSE

62 French city
63 Spreads to dry
64 Sea bird

DOWN

1 “I will — for them” 
(Zee. 10)

2 Man’s name
3 Approach
4 One of the twelve: 

abbr.
5 “yet — solemnly” 

( 1 Sam. 8)
6 A Simeonite 

(Num. 25:14)
7 Lookers
8 “purged----- ” 

(Heb. 1)
9 Containing nitrogen: 

suffix
10 Child’s game
11 Belonging to him
19 Pronoun
20 Helper: (Nah. 3:9)
21 Golden, for one
24 Nevada city
25 Lohengrin’s bride
26 “so is good —” 

(Prov. 25)
27 Wolfhound
28 “bottomless —” 

(Rev. 9)
30 Rally, of a kind
32 The Father

(1 Pet. 1:2)
34 Prince of Persia 

(Esth. 1:14)
36 “This is the----- ”

(1 John 5)
39 Sped
41 So-called sixth sense
45 Breach
47 Calcium: symbol
49 Light rope for a 

boat’s anchor
50 Reign
51 Near his tent 

(Gen. 35:21)
52 Goose feathers
53 Resinous substance
54 Literary collection
55 Chemical suffix
60 Letters

MYD FT QFH ZLAXXARQ GXX RQ A

MPXTAVV YM RQA OYZQAGZ IYZFXB

Today’s Cryptoverse clue: G equals A

To change or correct 
your address

Attach in this space your address 
label found on the front page of your 
latest copy of the BAPTIST AND 
REFLECTOR. Please give your new 
address below—including your zip 
code. When changing address, please 
give two weeks notice. Please write, 
do not call address changes to insure 
accuracy.

PEWS FOR SALE
Beautiful mint conditioned hard
wood pews — 38 pews 13 feet 
long, 4 pews 12 feet long — $10 to 
$15 per lineal foot. Call Hugh 
Bland, Harding Academy, 
615/356-5510.

All correspondence relating 
to your subscription
should be accompanied by our address 
label. If you are receiving duplicate 
copies, please send both labels.

Address all requests to:

BAPTIST AND REFLECTOR
Post Office Box 347

Brentwood, Tennessee 37027

Name ________________________
Please Print

Address ______________________

City __________________________

State___________ Zip Code______

Oberammergau 
June 15-July 2, 1980

TOUR DIRECTORS 
Dr. Herbert Gabhart, President 

Dr. Anderson Clark, Faculty 
Belmont College

ENJOY
Natural Beauty

Cultural Stimulation 
Fun and Fellowship 
Spiritual Inspiration

A packed Itinerary with Major 
Points of Interest in Four countries.

Cost $1595.00
Eight Reservations Left 

Cali Belmont College 615*383-7001 
Ext. 279 or 361

By Jim N. Griffith
New sources report that some Roman Catholic churches are now offering the new 

service of drive-in confessionals where parishioners may drive in, confess, and drive out 
again.

In one sense, I guess, this rather surprising innovation could be described as a kind 
of “Toot and Tell.”

Or, if nothing else, it should certainly be identified as another amazing version of 
“wheeling and dealing.” .:

Still, it might be difficult to become accustomed to the idea of having a sinner drive 
in for his 5,000 mile checkup.

But for some people, the drive-in confessional will simply serve to confirm their 
growing suspicion that everything is becoming motorized.

And yet, it is supposed that this new system would be appropriate for all those who 
have to be driven to confession.

The man of sin
Second in a series of three 

By Hershel H. Hobbs
“Who opposeth and exalteth himself above 

all that is called God, or that is worshipped; 
so that he as God sitteth in the temple of God, 
shewing himself that he is God.” 2 Thessalo
nians 2:4

In verse 5 Paul reminds his readers that 
while with them he told them of this person — 
and perhaps in greater detail. We wish that he 
had put this detail in writing.

Verse 7 tells us that “the mystery of the 
lawlessness” was at work even then. One 
might suppose this refers to opposition to 
Christianity by Rome and which continues 
down the ages. However, at this time the Em
pire as such had not begun persecution of the 
Christian faith. This began under Nero (A.D. 
54-68), continued under Domitian (A.D. 
81-96), and later by others. Also in the 
previous article we noted that Paul pointed to 
a definite individual. It would be that 
rebellion against God works down the ages, 
but finally will be centered in one individual 
who will lead the forces of evil in one final ef 
fort to overthrow Christ.

Who is the man of lawlessness? He is not 
Satan but Satan’s tool. He is not the false 
Christs about whom Jesus warned (Matt. 
24:4ff.). Instead he will be opposed to Christ: 
Antichrist. John (IJohn 2:18) spoke of many 
“antichrists” (antichristoi, plural). But in the 
same verse he mentioned that “antichrist 
shall come.” Here he used the singular form; 
it may read “Antichrist” (antichristos) — 
some person of great wickedness who will op
pose Christ.

This person will oppose God and exalt 
himself above every form of deity (v.4a). He 
will represent himself as God, and sit in the 
Holy of Holies (naos) in God’s temple, “shew
ing” or “proclaiming himself to be God” 
(RSV). Other modern translations support his 
latter reading. This fits the figure of An
tichrist. Wilbur Smith describes him as “an 
arrogant, bitter enemy of God, blasphemous, 
contemptible person, who will honor the god 
of forces, the god of war, world ruler of the 
last days, the supreme enemy of God.”

We have noted Caligula’s effort to place his 
image in the temple to be worshiped other 
than Jehovah. Antiochus Epiphanes, ruler of

PAICO
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AND 

PORTABLE 
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P.O. BOX 41

Martin, TN 38237 901-587-5917
Jackson, TN 901-668-3358
Memphis, TN 901-386-1805

MICHAEL W. ABNEY, 
OWNER

Syria 175-164 B.C., desecrated the Jerusalem 
temple by sacrificing a sow on the altar, boil
ing its flesh, and sprinkling the walls of the 
temple with the polluted water. A. T. Robert
son called it “sow juice.” These events may 
have colored Paul’s language here.

Efforts to identify this person with the 
papacy, Hitler, Mussolini, or Stalin prove 
futile. He is yet to be revealed. The next arti
cle will continue this discussion.
Devotional

Things Christians 
should experience

By P.O. Davidson
In Ephesians 1:17-23, Paul prayed, among 

other things, that Christians might know by 
experience three things through the power 
and guidance of the Holy Spirit.

First, Paul prays that they might know “the 
hope of His calling.” 
might know by ex
perience the 
assurance of our 
salvation — that we 
have been saved by 
God’s grace and shall 
be kept by His power 
throughout life and 
eternity until God 
perfects in us that 
which He began in us 
when He saved us.

Secondly, Christians 
should experience “the glory of His in
heritance in the saints.” God has endowed us 
with, has “cast upon us by lot,” a rich in
heritance — all that God is and has. The Bible 
reminds us “God is our inheritance.” He has 
invested much in us and made much 
available to us.

Realizing this by experience not only 
teaches us how much God has made available 
to us, but challenges us to be our very best for 
His glory.

Thirdly, Paul prays for Christians to know 
“what is the exceeding greatness of His 
power to us-ward who believe.” God’s power 
created the heavens and the earth. The “ex
ceeding greatness of His power” raised Jesus 
from the dead and exalted Him to the right 
hand of power and glory.

That same power saves sinners, making 
them children of God. That same power is 
available to us as Christians. That power can 
take care of us as we journey through life on 
earth, and finally lead us to the consumation 
of our salvation in glory.

God makes this possible through Christ and 
the Holy Spirit, whose job it is to make Christ 
real in us. Christian living is not the believing 
of a proposition, but the “faithing” of a Per
son — Jesus Christ.

Davidson is pastor of Frazier Baptist 
Church, Memphis.

PEACE IS IN BLOOM
Be Pioneers in Peace. Newest tour programs. 

Egypt-Israel Direct. Tour Host Contact:

CHRISTIAN TRAVEL ALLIANCE 
4283N Memorial Drive 

Decatur. Georgia 30032 
404-299-0054
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It is difficult to visualize the revolu
tionary changes that are taking place in 
Child Care. There are those who still 
think of our Homes as orphanages in 
which children who have no families go 
to live. During the past few years, many 
changes have been 
made.

Most of the 
children in our care 
do have families, 
and their families 
do not want to 
give them up. Very 
few children in 9 

our Homes are or
phans. About 98% 
of them have either 
one or both parents living. For some 
reason they cannot provide for them at 
this time. Reasons include: Illness, 
alcoholism, poverty, crime, family 
breakdown and many others.

TBCH ministers to both children and 
their parents. We recommend that a 
family try to work through their prob
lems with professional help. However, 
often it is necessary to remove the 
children from their homes for a period of 
time. During this time, we are in regular 
contact with the family assisting in every 
possible way to get the family together 
again.

We are discovering more and more 
that those who turn to us for help are 
emotionally disturbed. It isn't easy to 
determine if there are more emotionally 
disturbed youth today or whether we 
are better trained to recognize the 
symptoms. Many of those who come to 
us receive professional counseling from 
competent psychologists and 
psychiatrists. We want every child to be 
able to cope with his problems, his fami
ly and the world in which he lives.

Many reports now indicate the need 
for services rendered by TBCH are in
creasing every day. Our government, 
both nationally and locally, has grown in 
awareness of the problem of dependent 
and neglected children. Some causes 
have been pegged. But how to change 
these causes remains a big question.

/

TBCH is dedicated to finding workable 
solutions to problems faced by depen
dent and neglected children. Our serv
ices will continue to be needed. Your 
support has never been more needed 
than now. Keep TBCH in your mind and 
prayers.

Deacons On the Job
Deacons from the 

South Whitwell Baptist 
Church came to the 
Chattanooga Home just 
before Christmas and 
presented the children 
with an envelope con
taining some personal 
spending money. The 
children were permitted 
to spend the money as 
they chose. In the pic
ture Sue Ann is grate
fully accepting her enve

Many churches and individuals responded to the needs on all our Campuses 
and provided the children with an abundance of gifts and love.

Learning to Minister
Are you overwhelmed when you read 

of the millions who suffer from hunger, 
poverty and various forms of depriva
tion? Do you feel a sense of futility as to 
what just one person can do?

The story of the good Samaritan has a 
real positive answer to just such a dilem
ma. The good Samaritan who was will
ing to stop and be aware of a beaten, 
stripped and dying man and minister 
witn the simple gifts that were his—oil, 
wine, time, a donkey and compassion, 
shows me something very signilicant.

The good Samaritan demonstrates to 
me that all of us have gifts that we can 
use. Perhaps they are just the gifts of 
encouragement or sharing but, never
theless, those gifts can be used in 
ministering to those who cross my path 
today.

I must be concerned about the millions 
in the world who are suffering, but in a 
more practical way I must respond to 
that person who is hurting ana whose 
life touches mine this very day.

Some people have the power to 
destroy like the robbers on the lonely 
road. Others, can look and see and pass 
by on the other side of the road.

Godly people have the ability to ig
nore and fail to respond to people who 
hurt. But thanks to God all of us can 
have the power to bless if we will to do 
so.

We can respond with Christian com
passion and love. We can be the kind of 
neighbor that Jesus was talking about.

The story of the good Samaritan is a 
story of a person who was beaten up, 
passed up, and lifted up.

You and I can be in the lifting-up 
business every day. That is what makes 
the work at the Tennessee Baptist 
Children's Homes so exciting and re
warding.

Ten Fruitful Years

On the Chattanooga Campus, three 
more of our staff have now completed 
ten years of service. The Executive 
Director has just presented plaques with 
engraved plates and is congratulating 
Mrs. Opie Bass whose primary respon
sibility is houseparent. She does an ex
cellent job in the clothing room and the 
grocery room. Others are Mrs. 
Josephine Poe who is known on the 
Campus as a cook. She has developed 
such skills and techniques that even the 
children do not complain about eating 
their most un-favorite food. Also Mr. 
Harvey Williams, maintenance super
visor, a man of many talents; he is a 
plumber, carpenter, painter, repairman 
and a happy Christian gentleman. He 
has done many things over the past ten 
years. He is loved by the staff, the 
children and,the Campus "pets."

Worth A Second Thought
Maturity is when growth stops at the 

top and begins in the middle.

Happiness is an unintentional state 
that sometimes comes over you when 
you are too busy to be miserable.

The first step in accomplishing the im
possible is to refuse to believe it.

All changes may not represent pro
gress, but without change, there can be 
no progress at all.

Children have more need of models 
than of critics.

Too bad we can't forget our troubles 
as easily as we sometimes forget our 
blessings.

Diplomacy is telling someone he has 
an open mind when vou really mean he 
has noIes in his head.

A good neighbor is a fellow who 
smiles at you over the back fence but 
doesn't climb over it.

Good judgment comes from ex
perience. Experience comes from bad 
judgment.

A 97-year-old man who was turned 
down for life insurance was indignant. 
He wrote the company: "You are making 
a big mistake. If you check your own 
statistics, you will see that very few men 
die after 97."

How To Communicate
When husband and wife lose the art of 

communicating the marriage is on the 
rocks. When a parent fails to com
municate with tne children the gap 
becomes a chasm.

If you want to really communicate 
within and outside of the family, bear 
these basic principles in mind.

Determine in your heart that you must 
communicate in order to live in this 
world of social interaction. Determine to 
understand others and to be understood 
by them.

Listen Carefully. Don't interrupt. 
Allow the other person to empty his or 
her heart before you offer solutions. 
Sometimes you must listen and never 
answer. Whatever your answer may be 
it must be cloakea in love. Become a 
freezer to deposit hot words produced 
by others.

Understand what the other person 
wishes to communicate to you. 
Sometimes people fail to express their 
thoughts in words. Penetrate deeper 
than expressions allow. Understand the 
person before you try to analyze the 
situation.

Communicate with Calmness. Don't 
allow yourself to explode emotionally 
even if the other person does. You dif
fuse the bomb and you can save not only 
your life but another's.

(To be continued)
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Are A// the 
Children In?

I think ofttimes as the night draws nigh 
Of an old house on the hill,

Of a yard all wide and blossom starred 
Where the children played at will, 

And when the night at last came down 
Hushing the merry din,

Mother would look around and ask, 
"Are all the children in?"

I wonder if, when the shadows fall 
On the last short, earthly day. 

When we say goodby to the world outside 
All tired with our childish play,

When we step out into the other land 
Where Mother so long has been, 

Will we hear her ask as we did of old, 
"Are all the children in?"

And I wonder, too, what the Lord will say 
To us older children of His,

Have we cared for the lambs? Have we 
showed them the fold?

A privilege joyful it is,
And I wonder, too, what our answer 

will be.
When His loving questions begin: 

"Have you heeded My voice? Have you 
told of my love?

Have you brought my children in?"

A Loved One | 
Remembered

While it is true that bouquets are best 
given to the living, there is an ap
propriate way to honor the memory of a 
loved one.

The Christ who will ultimately conquer 
death is the same Christ who loved little 
children. And a memorial gift to Ten
nessee Baptist Children's Homes will 
allow the love of God to flow to children, 
in the name of your loved one.

Gifts will be acknowledged by a letter 
to the family, letting it know that the 
memory of the deceased is helping pro
vide medical care and educational op
portunities to children in need.

Enclose the form below with your gift 
or simply include the necessary informa
tion on a separate piece of paper.

MEMORIAL FORM—Please fill in and mail 
with your contribution

Date_______________________________

Name of Deceased______________________

City and State___________________________

Letter of Acknowledgement to go to:

Full Name _____________________________

Street Address___________________________

Donor is—

Name _________________________________

Street Address___________________________

City and State___________________________ 
Mail to:

Tennessee Baptist Children's Homes. Inc. 
P.O. Box 347
Brentwood. Tennessee 37027
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NEW MUSIC PUBLICATION — Persons attending the first premiere of "Glory 
Songs," a new quarterly publication of music for small or inexperienced choirs, 
sang through songs in the first edition of the publication.

Sunday School Board premieres 
music quarterly for small choirs

GREENWOOD, S.C.—Persons attending 
prepublication premieres of “Glory Songs” 
here recently said easy music for choir 
members and accompanists, plus interesting 
arrangements of familiar hymns make the 
upcoming periodical the answer to long
standing musical needs of many Southern 
Baptist churches.

“Glory Songs,” a quarterly publication 
which will be available Oct. 1, 1980, was 
designed by the church music department of 
the Southern Baptist Sunday School Board 
especially with the small or inexperienced 
church choir in mind.

Churches using “Glory Songs” will be pro
vided with nearly half of all the music 
necessary for Sunday morning worship ser
vices if they choose to use all of the pieces in
cluded in the periodical each quarter, for
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Vacation This Summer in Beautiful

HAWAII
Only $699.00 (8 days and 7 nights)

Departing City 
Nashville 
Chattanooga 
Knoxville 

Price Includes

• Roundtrip jet airfare via United Airlines DC8 Charter from 
departure city • 7 nights accommodations at the beautiful 
Sheraton Princess Kaiulani Hotel (across the street from 
Waikiki Beach) • Inflight meals • Inflight stereo • Lei 
greeting • Roundtrip transfers from airport to 
hotel • Gratuities for handling • First morning orientation 
breakfast • Escorted by EARL and BOBBIE WILSON and JIAA and 
lib McCluskey.

For additional Information and a colorful brochure write 
HAWAII — P.O. Box 12185 — Knoxville, TN 37912 
or call toll free from anywhere in Tennessee, 1*800-362-9697

about one fourth of the cost if the songs were 
purchased separately.

Each issue of the quarterly magazine will 
contain five or six numbers for the small 
choir, or for a more experienced choir to sing 
when time is short or personnel is limited for 
a certain Sunday.

John McRae, former minister of music and 
now pastor of First Baptist Church, Calhoun 
Falls, S.C., said he felt the music in “Glory 
Songs” could be done in unison, or in two 
parts by small choirs of six to 10 members 
because of the arrangements.

McRae was one of 35 ministers of music and 
other interested persons who attended the 
premiere at Connie Maxwell Baptist Church 
in Greenwood to sing through the songs in
cluded in the first issue of “Glory Songs,” and 
receive a general orientation to the new 
periodical and its purposes.

Each issue of “Glory Songs,” at a cost of 65 
cents, will contain 24 pages of easy-to-sing 
music, usually five or six songs, plus eight 
pages of literary materials designed especial
ly for volunteer and part-time music directors 
and their choirs.

A “Glory Songs Recording” also will be 
available each quarter for $1.75. The recor
ding is a seven inch, 33 and % rpm stereo 
recording of the choral music in the 
magazine.

Date 
June 24 
July 1 
July 1

Return 
July 2 
July 9 
July 9

UNIFORM SERIES
Lesson for Sunday, March 2

Nicodemus
by William L. Blevins, professor of religion 

Carson-Newman College, Jefferson City
Basic Passage: John 3:1-21; 7:32-52; 19:38-42 
Focal Passage: John 3:1-10; 7:50-52

Most of us feel deep in our bones the need to 
be loved. We yearn for acceptance. We want 
to matter to someone. Everybody wants to be 
somebody.

The good news is that you can be somebody 
no matter how you have botched your life. 
No matter how you 
have lived, what you 
have done, or where 
you are, it is possible 
for you to begin life all W 
over again. Like a S 
word, you can be 
redefined. Like an old M Mg 
play, you can be 
recreated. Or to put it 
in Biblical terms, no 4^ Z
matter how old you * 1
are, you can be “born Blevin*
again.” This simple fact is precisely what 
makes the good news good.

The necessity of a new birth (John 3:1-3)
The Gospel of John describes Nicodemus in 

four ways: (1) he was a Pharisee; (2) he was 
a ruler of the Jews; (3) he was ignorant of 
salvation; and (4) he needed a new birth.

The fact that he was a Pharisee tells us 
something about his beliefs and behavior 
(3:1). The Pharisees were laymen committed 
to observing the Mosaic law. They lived by a 
strict moral code and believed that God’s law 
should be applied to everyday life situations. 
In fact, their beliefs were very close to those 
of Jesus! He sometimes censured them for 
hypocrisy, but he never accused them of 
heresy (Matt. 23:1-3). Among the various 
religious groups in first century Judaism, few 
were as concerned with morality and 
ceremonial purity as were the Pharisees. As a 
Pharisee, therefore, Nicodemus represented 
the best that Judaism had to offer.

Nicodemus was also a “ruler of the Jews” 
(3:1). This means he had a seat on the 
Jerusalem Sanhedrin. As a member of that 
court, he would have had considerable in
fluence in Jewish society.

The text mentions that Nicodemus met with 
Jesus “by night” (3:2). This statement is both 
literal and symbolic. Nicodemus did talk with 
Jesus at night. That was the usual time rabbis 
got together to discuss the law. But in the 
Gospel of John, “by night” also has a sym
bolic meaning. Throughout this gospel, 
“night” is used to -communicate various 
ideas. In this particular reference, it refers to 
ignorance. Nicodemus represented the best 
Judaism had to offer, yet he was still “in the 
dark” about things that mattered the most. 
He was ignorant of salvation.

Jesus’ first response in the dialogue 
stressed Nicodemus’ need to experience a 
new birth: “Truly I say to you, unless one is 
born again, he cannot see the kingdom of 
God” (3:3). This is a conditional statement in 
the Greek text. One may experience salvation 
(God’s rule) only when he is born again. With

WELCOMES YOU TO NASHVILLE 
AND THE 

BAPTIST YOUTH 
CONFERENCE 

MARCH 7-8 

all of his doctrinal- orthodoxy and moral ex
cellence notwithstanding, Nicodemus needed 
a new birth.

The phrase “born again” probably should 
be translated “born from above.” The word 
“again,” or “above” is used elsewhere in the 
New Testament as a synonym for “God” 
(James 1:17). Thus, to be “bom from above” 
means to be “begotten by God.” It refers to a 
new beginning which only God can create.

The bottom line of Jesus’ statement to 
Nicodemus is a message to all persons. The 
possibility of becoming a new person is 
available for anyone who desires to be more 
than he is. The necessity of being born from 
above is required of ail who want to ex
perience eternal lifer

The experience of the new birth (3:4-10)
Nicodemus interpreted Jesus’ word about 

the new birth literally and missed the point. 
He thought Jesus was talking about a physical 
birth and found it ridiculous to suggest an old 
man could re-enter his mother’s womb (3:4).

Jesus confronted his skepticism by reaffir
ming the necessity of the “birth from above” 
(3:5-7). His reference to the “birth by water” 
perhaps referred to the cleansing of sins sym
bolized by water in the Jewish purification 
systems (3:5). Some have suggested that it 
refers to physical birth. If this is so it agrees 
with the mention of physical birth in verse 
six. The main point, however, is very clear. 
Regardless of one’s ethnic heritage, moral 
credentials, intellectual understanding, or 
political influence, one still needs to be begot
ten by God’s spirit.(3:6-7) which cannot be 
seen or controlled (3:8).

Jesus likened, the new birth to the wind 
(3:8). The word translated “wind” is also the 
Greek word for “spirit.” This double meaning 
adds punch to Jesus’ words about the mystery 
of the new birth. The spiritual birth from God 
is like the wind. You cannot see it or explain it 
but you can experience it. Being born of the 
spirit does not depend on understanding; it is 
based upon human heed.

On getting the point
Did Nicodemus put his trust in Jesus and 

experience the birth from above? Evidence in 
the Gospel of John suggests that he did. When 
Jesus was arrested by the Sanhedrin, 
Nicodemus spoke in his defense (John 
7:50-52). He also assisted Joseph in burying 
Jesus (John 19:38-42). It is unlikely that he 
would have participated in such behavior had 
he not been an authentic disciple.

Jesus’ encounter with one man 
(Nicodemus) has significance for all men. His 
words to Nicodemus certainly tells it like it is. 
To be “born from above” (begotten by God) 
is both possible and necessary if anyone is to 
experience God’s rule and have eternal life.

This particular text puts a very important 
truth into focus. Everybody can be somebody. 
You can begin to live again. You can literally 
become a new and different person—but only 
when you open your life to God. Beginning 
again happens when we are born from above.
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life and work series
Lesson for Sunday, March 2 S.C. court reverses church ruling

The way of salvation
By John Lee Taylor, pastor 

West Jackson Baptist Church, Jackson
Basic Passage: Acts 16:16-34
Focal Passage: Acts 16:16, 19, 23-24

the four-part study of

Christians of the early church were called 
followers, of “The Way.” Jesus said in John 
14:6, “I am the way...” The lesson today em
phasizes how He is the way of salvation to all 
who believe.

This lesson concludes 
theme, “Spread of the 
Christian Movement.” 
With this overview 
from Acts, we have 
observed how the 
followers of Jesus 
began to move out of 
Jerusalem into their 
world with the gospel. 
As slowly and as sure
ly as the dawn comes 
in the east, the light of 
salvation in Jesus be
gan to grow in the darkness of the world.

Today’s study focusses on Paul and Silas 
taking the gospel to Eruope. The good news of 
Jesus had been sounded throughout the 
eastern sector of the Mediterranean world. 
Now Paul, the leading missionary of this era 
of Christian history, under the guidance of the 
Holy Spirit, took the message of “The Way” 
onto the continent of Europe.

The way of promise 
Acts 16:11-15

In Acts 16:12, Luke writes of Paul’s arrival 
at Philippi, “The city of the district of 
Macedonia.” This city was made a Roman 
colony in 42 B.C.

Philippi apparently had no Jewish 
synagogue. One of the requirements of 
Judaism was that at least ten men were 
necessary to constitute a synagogue con- 

I gregation. Finding no synagogue, Paul and 
Silas were able to meet with a group of devout 
women by the riverside at “a place of 
prayers” (vs. 13). One of the women, Lydia, 
became a believer in Christ. It appears from 
Acts 16:40 that Lydia’s house became the site 
of one of the strongest Christian churches of 
this historical period.

Lydia’s conversion demonstrated again the 
fulfillment of the promise of “whosoever 
believeth in Him should not perish, but have 
eternal life.”

The way of persecution 
Acts 16:16, 19

As Paul became active in Philippi, persecu
tion developed. He cast out the spirit of 
divination from a slave girl who was looked 
upon as a fortune teller. Through this prac
tice, she was earning much money for her 
masters.

The girl’s owners reacted immediately. 
They seized the missionaries, and brought 
them into court. Frank Stagg says, “This is 
the first worded conflict with paganism apart 
from Jewish instigation.”

The accusers appealed to racial prejudice 
(Acts 16:20) as they said, “These men are 
Jews...” Further charges were that they were 
teaching customs contrary to the Roman 
laws. Growing out of their prejudice toward 
the Jews and seeking to maintain Roman 
authority and control, the magistrates 
ordered Paul and Silas jailed without a trial.

The way of prison 
Acts 16:23-24

After they were flogged with rods, they are 
i committed to the Philippian jailer for safe 

keeping. The men were placed in stocks, a 
form of torture by which the legs were forced 

, widely and painfully apart. This is the first of 
Paul’s imprisonments reported by Luke in the 
book of Acts. Other beatings and prison 
sentences were to come for Paul. His commit
ment to follow the way of Jesus included the 
way of prison.

The way of power — Acts 16:25-26
Jesus had promised His power to His 

followers. Paul’s experience in the Philippian 
jail was one demonstration of the fulfillment 
of this promise. A wit has remarked that the

prisoners’ singing at midnight was the first 
concert in history that brought the house 
down. An earthquake came as they were 
“praying and singing hymns to God” (vs. 25). 
Their bonds were released, and the doors of 
the jail were opened.

This event has the overtone of the theme of 
Acts, “the unhindered gospel.” The believer 
is free in Christ no matter where he is or what 
bondage the circumstances of life may bring 
him.

The way of provision—Acts 16:27-34
Awakened by the earthquake, the jailer saw 

that the doors of the prison were opened. He 
naturally assumed the prisoners had escaped. 
Since he had been charged with their keeping, 
his code of honor demanded his death at their 
escape. As he was about to kill himself, Paul 
called to him announcing that they were all 
still there.

The jailer’s conversion experience is one of 
the most important passages in Acts, for it 
answers the question of how can a lost person 
be saved. The jailer’s willingness to follow 
Jesus is the first clear incident of a Gentile's 
conversion out of paganism and apart from 
Jewish influence.

The jailer learned in Paul’s answer to his 
question, “what must I do to be saved?” that 
God had provided the way of salvation in 
Jesus Christ. So, a pagan jailer learned that 
his belief overcame the only barrier to his 
receiving Christ and being received by Him. 
The gospel is unhindered in being the way of 
salvation to all people who believe in Jesus.
Japanese girls' school 
completes new campus

KITAKYUSHU, Japan—Seinan Jo Gakuin, 
Baptist girls' school in Kitakyushu, Japan, 
recently completed a new campus for the 
junior high and high schools at the original 
site on Mt. Zion in Kokura.

One buildings was remodeled and five new 
ones added, the last of which is a combination 
gymnasium and auditorium with a seating 
capacity of 5,500. Although the school is sup
ported by Southern Baptists, funds for the 
new construction, costing just over 
$3.9-million, were raised locally, according to 
George H. Hays, Southern Baptist Foreign 
Mission Board secretary for East Asia.

Founded in 1922, the school has grown to in
clude a kindergarten, junior high and high 
schools and a college with a total enrollment 
of 3,000. More than 18,000 young women have 
studied at the school in the 57 years since its 
foundation and today live all over Japan and 
abroad, carrying with them a knowledge of 
the Christian teachings they learned at 
Seinan Jo Gakuin.

CONWAY, S.C. (BP)—The South Carolina 
State Supreme Court has reversed the order 
of a lower court that 16 persons voted out of 
the membership of Hickory Grove Baptist 
Church in Conway, S.C., be restored to full 
fellowship.

But it was not the clear-cut victory for the 
principle of separation of church and state 
which the pastor of the church, B.C. Pigg, and 
other defendants wanted.

The state’s highest court dismissed the 
case, with the consent of the plaintiffs, who 
originally had filed suit against the church. 
The dismissal order is final and the matter 
may not be raised again, according to an at
torney.

On June 22, 1979, Judge O.A. Rankin, 
presiding over the Horry County Civil and 
Criminal Court, had ruled the church’s vote to 
oust the members “null and void and of no ef
fect.”

His order had stated that the dismissed 
members were “dedicated” and “their ac
tions in no way should be construed as in 
violation of the Constitution of Hickory Grove 
Baptist Church.” Rankin is a member of First 
Baptist Church, Conway.

The church, which had dismissed the 
members over a conflict concerning church 
polity, maintained, however, that the county 
court’s ruling violated the principle of separa
tion of church and state.

Pigg, who has been pastor at Hickory Grove 
for about six years, said he would have 
preferred that the case be decided on its 
merits. “We would have preferred a ruling,” 
he said. “Our whole case was based on the 
belief that the separation of church and state 
principle had been violated.”

Contacted by telephone, Pigg said he does

not know why the plaintiffs consented to 
dismissing the case. And he said they have - 
not asked to be reinstated as members at 
Hickory Grove.

Such a request, he pointed out, would first 
have to be approved by a majority of the 
deacons before going before the whole church 
for a vote. “This is according to bylaws the 
church had before I came here as pastor,” he 
explained.

Action against Pigg and his son, B.C. Pigg 
Jr., is still pending before an Horry County 
grand jury. A Conway man, Kenny Hardee, 
has sworn out warrants against the two 
following a shooting incident at the 
pastorium. Hardee, who has relatives who 
are members of Hickory Grove church, 
alleges he was shot in the knee during the inci
dent.
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Baptist evangelistic teams minister at Winter Olympics
By Marv Knox

LAKE PLACID, N.Y. (BP)-Southern Bap
tists at the 13th Winter Olympics have caused 
an old man to cry, a Russian athlete to smile, 
and a local resident to brave sub-zero 
temperatures.

The old man, in town to watch speed skating 
contests, cried when Sherry Woods, a 
volunteer from Leawood, Kansas, offered 
him a Bible. She previously spent more than 
30 minutes talking with him, sharing his ex
citement and frustration.

“I am so glad somebody really cares about 
the people here,” he told her. In the midst of 
emotional fervor and blatant commercialism, 
he begun to wonder if people had been reduc
ed to pawns, he confided.

When the Russian athlete saw a cross in a 
patch on Tommy Neal’s parka, he pointed and 
asked “Jesus?”

Neal, a student at Southeastern Baptist 
Theological Seminary, Wake Forest, N.C., 
nodded in affirmation and briefly told the 
Russian he was a Christian. The athlete gave 
Neal a souvenir lapel pin and Neal gave his

UPDATE: TRANQUILIZERS—“There are 
an estimated million female drug abusers 
in the United States—women who self
administer ‘minor tranquilizers’ such as 
Valium, Librium, and Miltown (for which 
prescriptions are restricted to 6 months and 5 
refills). Overdose of these tranquilizers may 
lead to ‘dependency, delirium, psychosis 
and—if mixed with alcohol—death.’ Tran
quilizers: Use, Abuse and Dependency is a 
booklet published by the Consumer Informa
tion Center, aimed at educating persons using 
tranquilizers. A free copy may be obtained by 
writing: Consumer Information Center, Dept. 
654C. Pueblo, Colorado 81009.” (“DAC 
Bulletin,” December, 1979-January, 1980)

HEAVY POT USE TERMED BIG 
HAZARD—“Heavy marijuana use, suspected 
of causing psychological problems in teen
agers, is ‘a major and serious public health 
hazard,’ said William Pollin, director of the 
National Institute on Drug Abuse, Pollin said 
from 1974 to 1977, the percentage of high 
school seniors who used marijuana daily 
doubled from about five percent to 10 percent 
while daily use of alcohol remained stable at 
about five percent. Tn contrast to a view that 
was fairly widespread at the end of the 
decade, one cannot responsibly say ... mari
juana is a safe or benign substance,’ Pollin 
testified. Tn my personal view, marijuana 
does constitute a major and serious public 
health hazard at the present time.’ He also 
said it is clear that heavy marijuana use im
pairs physical ability, mental acuity and the 
cardiovascular system and could possibly 
trigger lung cancer in a future generation of 
adult users.” The Tennessean, January 17, 
1980)

WORDS OF WISDOM—“True wisdom is 
the ability to learn from other people’s ex
periences. Therefore, Charles Schaefer, a 
child psychologist and author of the article 
‘Raising Children by Old-Fashioned Parent 
Sense,’ asked this question of 50 parents who 
had successfully reared children: ‘Based 
upon your personal experiences with your 
own children, what is the best advice you 
could give new parents about raising 
children?’ The most frequent parental 
responses were: (1) Love abundantly; (2) 
Discipline constructively; (3) Be clear, con
sistent and authoritative; (4)Punish in 
private; (5) Be flexible, reasonable and 
understanding; (6) Discourage continued 
dependency; (7) Spend time together; (8) 
Develop mutual respect; (9) Really listen; 
and (10) Tend to personal and marital 
needs.” PARADE, January 20, 1980)

new friend a Bible.
Later, the two met on the street, and the 

Russian stopped to pose before Neal’s 
camera, even though he lagged behind his 
teammates. Turning to catch up. he patted 
the patch with the cross, and smiled and 
moved down the streed.

A couple of days later, a local man left his 
warm home to attend Sunday worship ser
vices at Saranac Lake Baptist Chapel, down 
the road from Lake Placid.

This was not his custom, he explained. But 
he had been led to Christ by a Baptist the 
night before and felt a new Christian’s place 
was in church.

The three men were among thousands of 
athletes, officials, spectators, and local 
residents who were encountered by members 
of two evangelism teams which walked the 
streets of Lake Placid and Saranac Lake dur
ing the Olympics.

The eight-member team, headed by 
Southern Baptist Home Mission Board consul
tant David Bennett, sought to meet the needs 
of people they contacted, focusing on local 
residents who might be otherwise overlooked 
in the hustle and bustle.

“We talked to anybody the Lord gave us,” 
Bennett said. “But since we have chapels in 
Saranac Lake and Lake Placid, we felt our 
most long-lasting ministry was to the local 
residents.”

Conversely, the 12-member team headed by 
John Tresch, associate professor evangelism 
at Southeastern Seminary, concentrated on 
out-of-towners; athletes, support personnel, 
and spectators.

The two approaches were compatible and 
gave the overall street ministry a broad base 
since a priority was placed on all types of peo
ple.

And despite the differences in focus, both 
groups operated with the same perspective.

“We outlawed buttonholing as a method of 
contacting people,” Tresch explained. “We 
prayed that God would make us sensitive to 
the people around us and aware of the points 
of need.”

Baptist rancher carries Olympic flame
LAKE PLACID, N.Y. (BP)-Wayne Fagala 

came a long way when he moved from 
Tyrone, Okla., to the site of the 13th Winter 
Olympics last year.

But the two-year missionary for the 
Southern Baptist Home Mission Board added 
1,000 more difficult miles to his resume 
recently when he took part in the relay group 
that carried the Olympic flame from 
Yorktown, Va., to an emotional ceremony 
opening the winter games.

Fagala was not selected as one of the 52 run
ners primarily responsible for carrying the 
flame, but he got to make the 11-day journey 
when asked to serve as chaplain for the 
90-member delegation and as a driver for one 
of the 11 support vehicles.

“It was a lot of fun and a lot of hard work. 
But certainly it was one of the most beneficial 
experiences of my life,” said the graduate of 
Panhandle State University.

Fagala did get to carry the 5-pound torch up 
Tongue Mountain in New York state. “I was 
excited when I realized I was going to get to 
run, but when I saw the size of that mountain I 
wished I had never heard of the trip.”

Fagala said the torches carried by the run
ners went out several times during the 
journey, but that the original flame—brought 
via boat from Greece—was maintained on 
five miner’s lamps in one of the trucks.

Fagala said the crowds along the trip pro
vided the most excitement. “Every town and 
village we went through had people along the 
streets, cheering us on.

“It was a great feeling. There were several 
times, like on the steps of the U.S. Capitol 
when the National Anthem was played, that it 
was difficult to keep the tears from flowing.”

Falaga said he had several opportunities to 
witness one-on-one for Jesus with members of 
the entourage.

“The Lord sure had a surprise in store for 
me when I got over the initial disappointment

That philosophy led to a “laid back” ap
proach, Bennett added. “We tried to be relax
ed and worked to win the right to be heard. We 
did this by helping with language problems, 
providing coffee, doing what was needed to 
help them have a nice day.”

This formula allowed team members to 
operate .in the methods most suitable to them, 
but all took low key approaches.

Instead of passing out tracts, or “pushing 
Bibles,” they invited their new friends to the 
Exchange House—a Christian coffee house 
and base of Baptist work in Lake Placid—for 
friendly conversation, coffee, and a chance to 
warm up.

“The teams worked under the theory that 
people are more responsive when they come 
to us on their own terms,” said Ken Prickett, 
field representative with the Home Missions 
Board’s special mission ministries depart
ment.

“By inviting them to our turf, our people 
didn’t put pressure on anyone,” he said. “And 
when they did come to the Exchange House, 
we knew they were interested.”

That approach, showing genuine concern, 
paid off, Bennett added.

“The entire project went even better than 
we planned,” he said. “The Exchange House 
was packed at night, and a lot of local people 
and national media people have told us, ‘We 
sure appreciate what you’re doing.’”

Such success in Lake Placid means con
tinued success in the future, according to 
Chuck Clayton, resort consultant for the 
special mission ministries department.

“We’re impressed with the work of our 
street evangelism teams,” he said. “This is 
our first outing in a major international spor
ting event, and we’ll improve in the future.

“Like athletes who compete in their first 
Olympics consider it training for future 
Olympics, this has been a successful proving 
ground for us,” he said. “We’ll be even better 
prepared for the 1984 Summer Olympics in 
Los Angeles.”

The two evangelism teams are among 
about 125 Southern Baptists working in Lake 

of not being selected as one of the primary 
runners.” Fagala and his wife, Kathy, plan to 
return to ranching in Oklahoma after 
finishing their stint in Lake Placid. “I have 
never felt the call to preach, but I do want to 
be the best worker some church has.”

Fagala has served as assistant pastor of the 
Southern Baptist church in Lake Placid.

HISTORICALLY
FROM THE FILES

50 YEARS AGO
First Baptist Church, Dickson, broke 

ground for its new brick building. Liv
ingston T. Mays was pastor.

During the two years R.G. Lee had 
been pastor of Bellevue Baptist Church, 
Memphis, there were 1,234 additions, 
976 of these for baptism and 258 by let
ter.

25 YEARS AGO
The congregation of First Baptist 

Church, Rockwood, held open house for 
its newly constructed educational 
building. Wallace H. Carrier was 
pastor.

Eugene Fleming was the new pastor 
of First Baptist Church, Portland.

10 YEARS AGO
F. Murray Mathis was the new pastor 

of Powell’s Chapel Baptist Church, 
Murfreesboro.

Placid and nearby Saranac Lake. The objec
tive of the Baptist effort is to meet the 
spiritual needs of up to 65,000 people who are 
in the area each day.

Tennessean Keith Young of Kingsport is 
part of the Southern Baptist Convention’s first 
comprehensive ministry at an international 
sports event.

High court to decide 
Hyde amendment fate

WASHINGTON (BP)—Acting with unusual 
swiftness, the U.S. Supreme Court announced 
here it will confront head-on controversy over 
federal Medicaid funding of abortions.

The high court will review a January ruling 
by federal district court judge John F. Dool
ing Jr., of Brooklyn, N.Y., which struck down 
the Hyde amendment forbidding the use of 
Medicaid money for poor women’s abortions.

The court declined to delay implementation 
of Dooling’s decision, a move which had been 
sought by anti-abortion forces. Three 
members of the court, Chief Justice Warren 
E. Burger and associate justices Lewis F. 
Powell and William H. Rehnquist, dissented 
from the denial.

Named after anti-abortion crusader U.S. 
Rep. Henry J. Hyde, the Hyde amendment, as 
passed by Congress last fall, forbids Medicaid 
funding for abortions except in cases where 
the life of the mother is at stake or in in
stances involving proven rape or incest.

At the same time, Congress rejected a third 
exception involving cases where long and 
severe physical damage to the mother would 
likely result if the abortion were not per
formed. This third exception has been 
adopted for three prior consecutive years.

Hyde and many other anti-abortion leaders 
would prefer no exceptions save that of an im- 
minent threat to the mother’s life.

Judge Dooling’s opinion, running to several 
hundred pages in length, invalidated the Hyde 
amendment, based in part on the view that to 
deny funds to poor women may deprive them 
of the free exercise of religion.

Dooling disagreed, however, on another 
religion issue often raised by pro-abortion 
forces, that the denial of funds amounts to an 
unconstitutional establishment of religion.

History scores twice 
on Caribbean island

KINGSTOWN, St. Vincent-Baptist history, 
along with national history, was made in one 
day here on this 18-by-12-mile island in the 
southern Caribbean.

After 216 years as a British colony and after 
10 years as a state in union with Britain, St. 
Vincent became an independent nation. On 
that same day, Southern Baptist mission 
work made history as the Kingstown Baptist 
Church moved into its own property.

The Kingstown church, the first Southern 
Baptist missionary-affiliated church on the 
island, is two and a half years old and has 
grown to 150 people.

The church facilities are also a historical 
site for St. Vincent. The building is a 
renovated 100-year-old plantation house, 
known as Montrose Manor. The pastor, mis
sionary Don Overstreet, said at the first ser
vice: “It was significant that the first location 
for our church was a converted carpenter’s 
shop, for we worship the great carpenter— 
Jesus of Nazareth. It’s now significant that 
we worship in a converted mansion—for we 
are children of the King, joint-heirs with 
Christ, and there is already prepared for us a 
‘mansion in glory’.”

At the end of the first service, the first pro
fession of faith was made by former prisoner 
Matthew Stephens.

After spending almost 16 years in prison for 
murder, Stephens was released for the in
dependence celebration.

One day he was set free by men; the next 
day he was set free by Christ.


