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Belmont Plaza sale completed
Board approves financial change; 
residents to move in this week

By Al Shackleford
The sale of Belmont Plaza, a 123-unit retire

ment center in Nashville, to Belmont Plaza 
Inc. has been completed as the result of action 
taken by the Executive Board of the Ten
nessee Baptist Convention.

The board held a called meeting in Brent
wood March 13 to approve changes in the 
financing procedure that made it possible to 
consummate the sale.

The disposition of the financially-plagued 
facility was made in basic accord with an “of
fer to purchase” which was approved by 
messengers to last November’s TBC, meeting 
at East Park Baptist Church in Memphis. The 
main difference in what was approved at the 
TBC and what was finalized last Thursday 
was in the method of securing funds to 
defease the $5-milIion bond issue which was 
issued in 1977 to construct the facility.

The plan approved in Memphis called for 
the issuing of new bonds by Belmont Plaza 
Inc., a group of Baptist lay people, through 
the Health and Education Facilities Board of 
Metropolitan Nashville and Davidson County. 
The funds from this new bond sale would have 
been invested in United States government 
securities, which would mature on the same 
dates as the bonds issued by the Tennessee 
Baptist Service Corporation. These securities 
would be held by the trustee bank and would 
be used only for the retirement of the original 
bonds. Therefore, the government securities 
would be liable for the payment of the old 
bonds, and not the Tennessee Baptist Service 
Corporation, the Tennessee Baptist Conven
tion, nor the TBC Executive Board.

Knoxville deacon 
to chair HMB

ATLANTA — Howard Cockrum, contrac
tor, land developer, and Baptist deacon from 
Knoxville, was elected chairman of the Home 
Mission Board during its March meeting.

Cockrum, a native of Knoxville and an ac
tive member of Knoxville’s Cumberland Bap

tist Church, succeeds 
Robert L. Deneen of 
Darlington, S.C.

A director of the 
HMB for six years, 
Cockrum has been on 
the agency’s Ex
ecutive Board for four 
years. He is also cur
rently serving on the 
advisory board of 
Carson-Newman Col
lege, Jefferson City, 
the Tennessee Baptist

Foundation.
The Baptist deacon teaches an adult Sun

day School class, sings in the choir, and 
chairs the building committee at Cumberland 
Baptist Church. He has also been active in the 
Knox County Baptist Association.

Cockrum attended Carson-Newman College 
and was graduated from the University of 
Tennessee, Knoxville.

Cock rum

and as a trustee for

However, the current economic situation 
has made it impossible to market the new 
bonds; so an alternative method of financing 
was secured through a mortgage loan from 
First American National Bank, Nashville.

Earl Wilson of Knoxville, president of the 
Executive Board, told last Thursday’s 
meeting that the “shaky condition of the bond 
securities market” was the reason for the 
change, and not any fault on the part of 
Equitable Securities Corporation, who was to 
market the bonds, nor Belmont Plaza Inc.

On Sept. 11,1979, when the Executive Board 
originally accepted a proposal from Belmont 
Plaza Inc., the board authorized a negotiating 
committee composed of the TBC executive 
secretary, the TBC president, and the presi
dent of the Executive Board, along with 
others they might add. Bill Coles of Nashville, 
who had served as chairman of the Belmont 
Plaza Committee, was added to this group.

Wilson told the board that the group had 
met regularly with representatives of all par
ties involved, and when it appeared in recent 
weeks that the bond market collapse would 
hinder the closing of the sale by the March 15 
deadline, Coles approached Frist American 
National Bank, where he is a vice-president. 
“I am grateful to Bill Coles and First 
American National Bank for agreeing to fur
nish the necessary funds and making this 
possible,” Wilson added.

Under the financing plan which was ap
proved by all parties involved, First 
American National Bank will loan 
$3.5-million to Belmont Plaza Inc., the 
general partner, and Belmont Plaza 
Associates, the limited partner. This amount 
will be invested in the U.S. government 
securities and will defease the old bonds in the 
same manner as approved by the TBC in 
November.

“This will meet the objectives of the resolu-

DISCUSSION—Answering questions at last Thursday's Executive Board meeting 
were Earl Wilson, board president (right), and convention attorneys, Bob Tuke 
(left) and Charles Warfield.

CALLED SESSION — On March 13, the Executive Board met and approved changes 
in the "offer to purchase" which allowed the consummation of the sale of Belmont 
Plaza.

tion passed by the Tennessee Baptist Conven
tion,” Wilson explained, he cited these provi
sions of the new arrangement:

(1) The Tennessee Baptist Service Corpora
tion and the Tennessee Baptist Convention 
will be relieved of all liability for the old 
bonds.

(2) This places the property in Baptist 
hands so that Belmont Plaza will be operated 
as intended.

(3) There will be no additional principal and 
interest payment made by the convention. 
Under the offer to purchase, the convention 
made the March payment.

(4) The closing cost of the sale would be 
$135,000, instead of the $200,000 indicated in 
the offer to purchase passed by the TBC.

(5) Because of this new financial arrange
ment, there will be a need for certain 
guarantees for the bank.

After a motion by TBC president William 
Palmer that the proposal be accepted, copies 
of the new proposal were given to the Ex
ecutive Board members, and the provisions 
were explained by Charles Warfield, conven
tion attorney.

Warfield noted these differences in the plan 

approved by the TBC messengers in 
November:

(1) The TBC will guarantee $500,000 of the 
financial obligation, with this guarantee be
ing phased out as the facility is rented. WTien' 
80 of the 123 units are rented, the TBC obliga
tion will be reduced to $300,000 ; 93 units, 
reduced to $200,000; 105 units, reduced to 
$100,000; and when 111 units are rented, there 
will be no obligation. No funds will actually be 
put up, but rather a document of obligation 
prepared, Warfield explained.

(2) The TBC will put up $175,000 as a debt
service reserve, which will remain for the life 
of the loan. The convention will receive the 
highest possible interest on this money. War- 
field added that Belmont Plaza Associates 
have agreed that, in the event of a default, 
they will reimburse the TBC for the $175,000.

(3) Equitable Securities Corporation will 
handle the closing of the sale (as in the 
November proposal), but the fees involved 
would be $135,000 instead of the proposed 
$200,000, because bonds would not be issued. 
This will save the convention $65,000.

(4) There will be no further costs to the con
vention, except for predetermined repairs 
(an estimated additional $3,000) and the clos-

(Continued on page 2)

SBC messengers fill 
allotted hotel rooms

NASHVILLE (BP)-AU the rooms 
specially allotted for use by 
messengers to the annual Southern 
Baptist Convention meeting in June in 
St. Louis are now filled, according to 
Tim Hedquist, convention manager.

But, Hedquist said, the SBC housing 
bureau is trying to secure extra rooms 
for persons who still need them and are 
not in contact with outlying hotels, 
where other rooms may be available.

Hedquist suggested persons needing 
rooms contact him at the Executive 
Committee of the SBC in Nashville for 
information about available rooms. No 
calls will be accepted by the housing 
bureau in St. Louis,

He said the rooms filled up quickly 
because of cooperation by state Baptist 
conventions in distributing registration 
forms early.
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Hunger, disaster relief 
get home mission money

Directors attending the annual spring 
meeting of the Southern Baptist Home Mis
sion Board in Atlanta approved funding for a 
national consultant on domestic hunger and 
disaster relief, emphasized the need for in
creased giving through the Annie Armstrong 
Easter Offering and the Cooperative Pro
gram, and authorized three reorganizations 
within the agency.

“We need to get on with the business of 
reaching out to the people of this land,” ex
ecutive director-treasurer William G. Tanner 
told the directors. “Domestic hunger has an 
innocuous sound,” he said, “but it is one of the 
most serious, critical, urgent, and pressing 
needs of our land. People are hungry, suffer
ing, malnourished.”

He explained that the creation of the consul
tant position in Christian social ministries 
does not require board approval, but appoint
ment of a person to fill the job does. He hopes 
to recommend someone for appointment by 
June, he added.

In response to the reminder about domestic 
hunger, directors also approved plans for a 
“voluntary” observance of the hunger issue 
at their summer meeting, scheduled for July. 
Tanner said creation of the consultant posi
tion recognizes the authority of the Scripture. 
“God’s word demands that we be advocates 
of the poor and hungry. I know we cannot feed 
the nation, but we can light a light.”

Reporting on receipts from the Annie Arm
strong offering, Tanner said the board has 
taken in about two percent of the total funds 
so far, but the funds reflect a 16 percent in
crease over last year at this time.

He noted again the goal for the 1980 offering 
is $15.5-million and said, “We desperately 
need the funds if we are to work toward

Baptist church collapses 
in Brazil flood; 21 injured

ALAGOINHAS, Bahia, Brazil (BP)-A 
Baptist church in the rain-soaked and flooded 
state of Bahia, Brazil, caved in on 60 people 
participating in a Sunday evening training 
session. Twenty-one people were injured, 
though none of the injuries was serious.

Rains, which have not let up in more than a 
month, apparently saturated the building 
tiles of Second Baptist Church in Alagoinhas, 
Bahia, causing the 12-by-20-meter building to 
collapse, March 9. No Southern Baptist mis
sionaries work in Alagoinhas.

Pews, a pump organ, and most other items 
in the church were destroyed—everything but 
the pulpit, said Jerry Smyth, Southern Bap
tist missionary to North Brazil, in a telephone 
call to the Southern Baptist Foreign Mission 
Board in Richmond, Va.

Smyth added that 200 people would have 
been present had the building caved in during 
the worship hour. Following the collapse, the 
congregation held a service in the rain, giving 
thanks to God for sparing lives.

No monetary estimate of damage has been 
made, but the Foreign Mission Board will be 
contacted when the needs are known, said 
Thurmon E. Bryant, the board’s secretary for 
eastern South America.

Flooding has struck not only Bahia, but also 
the states of Goias, Minas Gerais, and the 
southern portion of Piaui, Bryant said. He 
told of missionary Ernest Wilson, who flew 
over a flooded area of many square miles 
where cattle were standing with only their 
necks above water.

Certain that people were in the same situa
tion, Wilson continued searching the area. He 
spotted a group huddled on an “island” in a 
flooded section. He assessed needs and had 
the plane carry food and other supplies to aid 
them until water receded.

“The flooding situation is still extremely 
serious,” Bryant said, “but because of high 
water and continuing rains missionaries have 

reaching the goals of Bold Mission Thrust.”
Tanner commented on the inroads inflation 

is making on missions contributions and 
noted the increasing cost of living, gasoline 
prices, and travel outlay. He also mentioned 
the impact of the economic crunch on the ap
pointment of Home Mission Board workers. 
“This year, we had 123 applicants for the US-2 
missions program. Of them, about 70 were ap
proved for appointment. We have funds only 
to appoint about 25 of them,” he said.

Tanner added: “Without the Annie Arm
strong Easter Offering, we would have to cut 
our work in half. And, because of the 
economy, we are currently funding more of 
our program with Annie Armstrong funds 
than with the Cooperative Program.”

He challenged directors to “do everything 
you can to promote the Cooperative Program. 
The Cooperative Program is the basic fiber, 
the cord, which binds our denomination 
together. We need to re-emphasize the 
Cooperative Program and the value of doing 
cooperatively what we cannot do separately.”

To focus attention on spiritual awakening, 
directors created a new position of special 
assistant in spiritual awakening and con
solidated the jobs of director of personal 
evangelism and director of witness training. 
Glenn L. Sheppard Jr., director of the depart
ment of personal evangelism, was named to 
the new position. Howard Ramsey, currently 
director of witness training, will become 
director of the combined responsibility, work
ing in both personal evangelism and witness 
training.

The shift in the evangelism section was one 
of three reorganizations approved by direc
tors. Also okayed were title and job respon
sibility changes in the language missions and 
chaplaincy divisions.

not been able to enter much of the flooded 
areas to survey damage.” He said one lake in 
the flood region has been receiving up to 
11,300 cubic meters of water per second.

The Foreign Mission Board already has 
made available $73,000 for flood relief to Bap
tists in Brazil and Bryant expects the figure to 
increase as missionaries assess additional 
needs.

Last year the board appropriated more 
than $300,000 for flood relief in Brazil. Bryant 
said the number of casualties seems lower 
this year, but the devastation to crops and 
animals may exceed last year’s losses.

Three couples from Tennessee 
appointed home missionaries

ATLANTA—Three couples with Tennessee 
connections were among 20 persons appointed 
for missionary service by the Southern Bap
tist Home Mission Board during its March 
meeting.

Tom Moncrief of Memphis, and his wife 
Martha, were appointed as missionaries in 
Connecticut where he will be director of 
metropolitan missions for the Southeastern 
and Western Connecticut Baptist Association. 
Moncrief, pastor of Airview Baptist Church 
(now Oakhaven), Memphis, from 1951-56, is a 
graduate of Union University, Jackson, and 
New Orleans Baptist Theological Seminary. 
Mrs. Moncrief, a native of Illinois, teaches 
elementary school.

John Stair, a native of Harriman, and his 
wife Earle, were appointed as missionaries in 
Indiana, Pa., where he will be a rural-urban 
director for the Conemaugh Valley Baptist 
Association. Stair, pastor of Silverdale Bap
tist Church, Chattanooga, from 1959-67, is a 
graduate of Carson-Newman College, Jeffer-

RELIGIOUS EDUCATORS MEET—Planners for the 25th annual meeting of the 
Southern Baptist Religious Education Association to be held in St. Louis, June 8-9, 
meet at the Sunday School Board to finalize arrangements. They are (left to 
right): Harold Souther, director of the Missouri Baptist Convention's church 
development division; Winfield Rich, minister of education/administration at 
Nashville's Belmont Heights Baptist Church; Keener Pharr, director of the church 
development division for the Florida Baptist Convention; and Lloyd Householder, 
director of the board's office of communications.

Plaza sale completed...
(Continued from page 1) 

ing costs needed by the bank (estimated at 
about $5,000).

Residents to move in
Herb McCarthy, president of Belmont 

Plaza Inc., told the Baptist and Reflector on 
Friday that commitments from all parties in
volved have been secured and executed, so 
that residents can begin moving into Belmont 
Plaza immediately. He expects the first 
group of renters to move in this week.

An open house will be scheduled in the near 
future.

McCarthy said that all that remains is for 
the attorneys of the parties involved to draw 
up the legal papers. The official closing is ten
tatively scheduled for April 17.

The two-hour March 13 Executive Board 
meeting dealt only with the issue of the sale of 
Belmont Plaza, since only the matter for 
which such a meeting is called can be dis
cussed.

After the presentation of the new financing 
proposal by Wilson, Palmer, and Warfield, 
the executive secretary-treasurer of the con
vention, Tom Madden, expressed his ap
preciation for the Executive Board, the com
mittees who worked through this problem, the 
Tennessee Baptist Service Corporation and 
its executive director Wade Darby, and First 
American National Bank. He noted that the 
bank had “made a loan that they ordinarily 

son City, and Southwestern Baptist 
Theological Seminary, Fort Worth, Tex. 
Before serving as pastor of the Silverdale 
church, he had been pastor of other churches 
in Chattanooga, Morristown, and Lenoir City. 
Mrs. Stair is a native of Millen, Ga.

Andy and Deanna Gee, both Tennesseans, 
were named missionary associates in Con
yers, Ga., where he will be a church planter 
apprentice. A native of Chattanooga, Gee has 
been minister of Christian training in 
Louisville. He was previously a psychology 
instructor at Chattanooga State Technical 
Community College. Before that he had been 
a counselor in Chattanooga; associate pastor 
and minister of music at Emmanuel Baptist 
Church, Athens; and pastor of Lupton Drive 
Baptist Church, Chattanooga.

Gee is a graduate of Tennessee Temple Col
lege, Chattanooga; the University of Ten
nessee, Knoxville; and Southern Baptist 
Theological Seminary, Louisville. Mrs. Gee is 
a native of Johnson City.

would not have given a second look.”
The rest of the board meeting was opened to 

questions from the floor.

Questions raised
Paul Durham of Nashville asked if it were 

possible to interpret the “dispose” wording of 
the Memphis resolution to cover the possibili
ty of the convention keeping and operating 
Belmont Plaza. Warfield said his interpreta
tion would be to sell the facility, and “if you do 
not dispose of it as directed, you should call 
the convention in session.”

Earl McCosh of Morristown asked what 
would happen if Belmont Plaza should fail 
and in that event would any liability come 
back to the convention. Bob Tuke, convention 
attorney, said that in such case the bank 
would foreclose on the building and any 
escrowed funds, but in no way would the con
vention be involved. He explained that the in
vestors (Belmont Plaza Associates) would 
put up $1,000,000 in syndication and the 
general partners (Belmont Plaza Inc.) would 
have $150,000 in reserve funds. The TBC 
would lose the $175,000 reserve, but this would 
be reimbursed by Belmont Plaza Associates.

Madden noted that since the Feb. 22, 1979, 
Executive Board meeting, when it was voted 
to make necessary payment to keep the facili
ty from going into default, the convention had 
spent $442,159.55. He added that the TBC must 
pay the $135,000 in fees to Equitable Securities 
Corporation, approximately $3,000 for repairs 
to bring the building back up to its original 
state, approximately $5,000 in closing costs, 
as well as current expenses to the end of 
March. He specifically noted that 1979 taxes 
on the facility are due, with the amount toeing 
negotiated.

In response to a question about where the 
$175,000 debt-service reserve would come 
from, Madden said that the board has funds in 
operating reserve already, and $175,000 of 
that could be transferred.

After ample discussion, James Porch of 
Tullahoma, moved the “previous question” to 
cut off debate and vote on the proposal. The 
previous question motion and the vote on the 
proposal were both approved without opposi
tion.

John Daley of Nashville then moved that 
the members of the Executive Board be given 
a report of all expenditures made by the 
board for Belmont Plaza since Feb. 22, 1979. 
The motion was approved.

Belmont Plaza was constructed by the Ten
nessee Baptist Service Corporation, but was 
unable to open when completed Feb. 1, 1979, 
because of the lack of operating funds.
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Smith named to correlate Foreign Missions prayers
RICHMOND, Va. (BP) — Long-time 

Southern Baptist Foreign Mission Board staf
fer Rogers M. Smith has been named special 
assistant to the board’s executive director 
with primary responsibility for correlating in
tercessory prayer.

In announcing the 
change in Smith’s 
responsibilities at the 
March board meeting, 
Executive Director R. 
Keith Parks took the 
first step toward 
fulfilling a vision that 
he told of in his in
augural speech in 
January.

“I have a vision of
thousands of Baptists Smith
making a prayer adoption of missionaries, of 
national leaders and pastors, of each board 
member, of each staff member in order that 
God’s grace and power might flow in us and 
through us,” he said at that time.

Besides encouraging Foreign Mission 
Board staffers in intercessory prayer and ser
ving as a liaison to prayer groups across the 
convention, Smith will serve in several other 
capacities. He will continue administering 
Margaret Fund scholarships for missionary 
children, take on new responsibilities for 
working with the board’s 253 emeritus mis
sionaries and with state Baptist foundations, 
and serve as an unofficial pastor for staff

Grubbs

Grubbs resigns post 
as FAAB consultant

RICHMOND, Va. (BP)-W. Eugene 
Grubbs, consultant for laymen overseas and 
relief ministries for the Southern Baptist 
Foreign Mission Board, announced his 
resignation at the board’s March meeting.

Grubbs said he has been “approached by 
several international 
relief organizations, 
some churches, and 
business interests” 
and decided to submit 
his resignation so the 
board could be aware 
of his plans as it 
reorganizes under its 
new executive direc
tor, R. Keith Parks.

He will remain as 
consultant in both of

his areas of responsibility until the resigna
tion becomes effective Aug. 31. He said he has 
not yet determined his career direction.

Major reorganization of the board’s staff is 
expected to be voted by the Foreign Mission 
Board in April, and selection of Grubbs’ suc
cessor will wait until the reorganization is an
nounced, Parks said.

Grubbs came to the board as consultant for 
laymen overseas in January 1971 after serv
ing as executive secretary-treasurer of the 
Baptist General Convention of Oregon- 
Washington (now Northwest Baptist Conven
tion). He took on additional responsibilities 
for hunger relief and disaster response in 
1975.

The growth of both programs has been 
rapid in recent years as thousands of 
Southern Baptists have gone overseas to 
assist career missionaries in their work and 
as a number of major crises have focused at
tention on hunger and relief needs.

Last year the laymen overseas office coor
dinated the work of 3,139 volunteers in 58 
countries, more than 10 times the 300 who 
went abroad in 1973. Designated giving for 
hunger relief and disaster response increased 
from $75,000 in 1973 to $3,086,104 last year. 
More than $3-million was appropriated for 103 
relief ministries projects in 40 countries in 
1979.

Grubbs and his wife, Anne, were under ap
pointment as missionaries in Southeast Asia, 
1958-1963. He has served as pastor of churches 
in California, Mississippi, Missouri, 
Alabama, and Florida. For four years he was 
secretary of evangelism for the Southern 
Baptist General Convention of California.

members with sickness or death in their 
families.

Smith was administrative associate to 
former Executive Director Baker J. Cauthen 
for 21 years after working as the board’s 
associate secretary for promotion and as a 
field representative.

In his new responsibilities, Smith said he 
hopes to help utilize the prayer potential of 
Southern Baptists, not only in praying for 
missionaries and the countries where they 
work, but also in praying for home missions 
and for people in every country of the world. 
"We’ve got to help our people realize that 
God’s power is available,” he said.

Steps have already been taken to involve 
Foreign Mission Board staff more in weekly 
chapel services, to begin morning devotions 
in all offices and to provide a prayer room 
where employees can go for brief prayer 
periods during the day.

Smith said his job will not be to develop a 
prayer program for Southern Baptists, but to 
work through those already carried out by 
organizations such as Woman’s Missionary 
Union, Brotherhood, and Sunday School. One 
state Woman’s Missionary Union executive, 
Mary Essie Stephens of Alabama, he said, 
already has offered to mobilize prayer groups 
in her state within hours to pray for emergen
cy prayer requests from the Foreign Mission 
Board.

Although he has visited with missionary 
children and emeritus missionaries when 
possible in the past, Smith said he plans to ar
range trips specifically for visiting all

FUN AND GAMES—Participants in a 
church recreation workshop in Lake 
Yale, Fla., recently tried their skills at 
"igloo." The game stresses muscular 
coordination, group cooperation, and 
rhythm.

FMB urges Carter to forbid 
CIA-FBI use of missionaries

RICHMOND, Va. (BP)-The Southern 
Baptist Foreign Mission Board has urged 
President Carter to establish a clear policy 
forbidding the involvement of mis
sionaries or other religious workers in in
telligence gathering by the CIA or the FBI.

The statement, contained in a letter 
signed by the board’s president, John W. 
Patterson of Richmond, Va., and its ex
ecutive director, R. Keith Parks, was ap
proved by the board, March 11.

The board endorsed the stand taken 
earlier by the Baptist Joint Committee on 
Public Affairs after some Carter ad
ministration officials indicated they were 
not opposed to the use of religious workers 
as intelligence agents. The board has 
about 3,000 missionaries serving in 94 
counties.

The letter asked the president to express 

emeritus missionaries in particular areas to 
collect information about their living condi
tions, make sure they’re taken care of, and 
assure them that the board cares about them.

In working with state Baptist foundations, 
he will help foundation secretaries interpret 
foreign mission needs to those interested in 
giving direct contributions to the Foreign 
Mission Board or in making a provision for 
the board in their will.

Smith said he already has begun some of his 
new responsibilities and the transition should

Church opposition grows 
to CIA-FBI use of clergy

WASHINGTON (BP)—Support continues to 
grow in the religious community for a bill pro
hibiting the use of clergy in the intelligence 
activities of the United States.

The measure (S. 2284), introduced last 
month by U.S. Sen. Walter D. Huddleston, is a 
proposed charter governing activities of all 
the intelligence community, including the 
Central Intelligence Agency and the Federal 
Bureau of Investigation. It is co-sponsored by 
Sen. Charles McC. Mathias, Sen. Birch Bayh, 
and Sen. Barry M. Goldwater.

The bipartisan measure is before the 
Senate Select Committee on Intelligence of 
which Bayh serves as chairman and 
Goldwater as vice-chairman.

The bill, referred to as the "National In
telligence Act of 1980,” specifically prohibts 
the intelligence community from using "any 
affiliation, real or ostensible, with any United 
States religious organization,...” This provi
sion may be waived by the president during a 
time of war declared by Congress and does 
not prohibit voluntary contacts or exchange 
of information between individual clergy and 
the intelligence communitv.

The prohibition of the use of clergy as in
telligence sources in the Huddleston bill con
flicts with the position of the Carter ad
ministration on the proposed charters. CIA 
Director Stansfield Turner has stated he 
favors use of clergy and agents posing as 
clergy in the information gathering process.

Should the measure be amended by the 
Select Committee on Intelligence to accom
modate the administration’s position, the 
change would doubtless encounter strong op
position from both Senate leaders and the 
religious community.

Among Senate leaders expected to oppose 
any bill reaching the floor which permits the 
use of clergy as informants is Sen. Mark O. 
Hatfield, who has helped lead the fight 
against such practice.

"If legislation comes from the committee 
which permits the use of clergy and jour
nalists, I’m sure the senator will move to 
strike that from the bill,” a spokesman for 

the government policy “so clearly as to 
remove any suspicious about the matter. 
For our government to do otherwise, or 
even to remain silent and leave the ques
tion in doubt, will do grave damage to the 
cause of Christian world missions,” he 
said.

“Any implication, even indirectly or by 
rumor, that a missionary might be in some 
sense a government agent will ‘make 
unclear’ the proper image of the mis
sionary and will ‘greatly handicap’ his 
missionary ministries,” the letter con
tinued.

It also reaffirmed the board’s policy that 
missionaries “go to their fields to share 
the gospel of Christ and minister to human 
need. They do not involve themselves in 
political or commercial affairs.” 

be completed by June 1. Before coming to the 
Foreign Mission Board, Smith, a native of 
Waco, Tex., had served as a Baptist student 
secretary and teacher in the school of religion 
at the University of Tennessee, Knoxville, 
and secretary of the student department of 
the Tennessee Baptist Convention.

A graduate of Baylor University, Waco, and 
Southwestern Baptist Theological Seminary, 
Fort Worth, Tex., he is married to the former 
Evelyn Melton of Fort Worth. They have two 
grown children.

Hatfield said.
Numerous religious groups have protested 

the practice in recent weeks. Among them are 
the National Council of Churches, which in
cludes 32 Protestant and Orthodox denomina
tions, the Baptist Joint Committee on Public 
Affairs, which represents eight national Bap
tist groups, and the Foreign Mission Board of 
the Southern Baptist Convention, the nation’s 
largest Protestant denomination. President 
Carter is a Southern Baptist.

A statement recently adopted by the Bap
tist Joint Committee decried the use of 
clergy, missionaries and church workers in 
the intelligence gathering process because 
the practice “immediately compromises and 
renders ineffective the primary role of 
religious workers to be careers for the 
humanitarian and spiritual needs of the con
stituents they serve.”

FAAB names Rutledge 
to photography post

RICHMOND, Va. (BP)—Don Rutledge has 
been named special assignment photog
rapher in the communications department of 
the Southern Baptist Foreign Mission Board.

Rutledge, director of photojournalism ser
vices in the department of audiovisuals of 
the Southern Baptist 
Home Mission Board 
since 1966, has re
ceived more than 200 
awards for religious 
and secular photojour
nalism. During his 
time at the Home Mis
sion Board three books 
have been illustrated 
with his photography.

Starting June 1,
Rutledge will begin Rutledge 
photographing world missions for use in the 
foreign board’s publications and a variety of 
other outlets.

As part of his assignment, Rutledge will 
also share his expertise with Southern Baptist 
photographic representatives overseas, ac
cording to Thomas W. Hill, communications 
department secretary. (

Calling Rutledge a person with deep 
spiritual commitment and sensitivity to 
others, Hill said the Foreign Mission Board 
believes “Southern Baptists will be able to 
focus more clearly on the various dimensions 
of world missions through the heart, eye}and 
camera of Don Rutledge.”

Before going to the Home Mission Board, 
Rutledge spent 10 years as staff photographer 
for Black Star, a New York-based photo agen
cy that covers assignments for major 
magazines throughout the world. His 
photographs also have appeared in hundreds 
of newspapers serviced by the Associated 
Press.

A Tennessean, Rutledge was born in 
Smithville and grew up in Murfreesboro. He 
is a graduate of Tennessee Temple College 
and Temple Seminary, both in Chattanooga, 
and the New York Institute of Photography.

He is married to the former Lucille Marie 
Summerlin of Anniston, Ala., and they have 
two sons.
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EDITORIAL

HALLELUJAH — it’s settled
“Hallelujah” — the sale of Belmont Plaza is 

settled! For 15 months we have eagerly desired to 
write those words — and you have just as eagerly 
desired to read them.

The final action to consummate the sale of the 
senior adult facility to Belmont Plaza Inc. came at a 
called meeting of the Executive Board March 13. The 
agreements and commitments by all parties con
cerned (see article on page one) have been signed and 
executed, and this week — perhaps by the time you 
read this — the first resident will have moved in!

We rejoice at what has been accomplished, 
especially when we realize that only two weeks ago it 
appeared likely that the March 15 deadline for closing 
the sale might not be met. Had that come to pass, the 
“offer to purchase” resolution passed by the 1979 Ten
nessee Baptist Convention would have been voided, 
and the Executive Board would have had to start over 
— with no prospects.

As our leaders began to implement the plan ap
proved at November’s TBC, everything looked great. 
But during this period, the bond securities market ex
perienced a drastic decline. Authorities have de
scribed the result as a “collapse” which parallels the 
Great Depression.

With major investors hesitant to purchase bond 
securities, it appeared that Equitable Securities Cor
poration would not be able to market the new bonds 
necessary to defease the old Belmont Plaza bonds.

Then, Bill Coles approached First American Na
tional Bank of Nashville, where he is a vice-president. 
Coles is a member of Belmont Heights Baptist Church 
and has served as chairman of both the Special Bel
mont Plaza Study Committee and the Belmont Plaza 
Committee. The bank agreed to grant a mortgage 
loan to Belmont Plaza Inc., making it possible to 
carry out the Memphis resolution, with a change in 
financing the defeasance.

We join all Tennessee Baptists in expressing 
gratitude to the bank for their help.

Further, we definitely feel it is an asset to Bel
mont Plaza’s future to have a local financial institu
tion involved in the project.

Because of the change, there were a number of 
last minute meetings and proposals, so that the final 
details were not completed until the night of March 
12. This precluded any advance announcement to the 
Executive Board or to the readers of the Baptist and 
Reflector.

Because of the different method of financing the
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“offer to purchase” which was approved in Memphis, 
there were several changes. Some were good — such 
as the reduction of the fee to $135,000, rather than the 
$200,000 approved by the TBC messengers.

Granted: The messengers to the called April 5 
TBC and to November’s regular convention ex
pressed their desire that all liability be removed from 
Tennessee Baptists.

The bank’s financing of necessity had to ask the 
convention to make two obligations. But the good 
news is that one of these is temporary, and the other 
would be reimbursed to the convention if loss is in
curred.

The first of these is our acceptance of a $500,000 
guarantee which will be phased out as the building is 
rented. In essence, this is our endorsement that the 
project will succeed.

The second is a reserve fund of $175,000. This 
would be lost if the project should go into default, but 
the investors (Belmont Plaza Associates) have per
sonally agreed to reimburse the convention should 
this occur.

We believe that Tennessee Baptists will join with 
the Executive Board in accepting these concessions 
— especially when we realize the alternative of taking 
up principal and interest payments and starting over 
to find a way to dispose of the facility.

Our appreciation must also go to Belmont Plaza 
Inc. and their investors (Belmont Plaza Associates) 
and to Equitable Securities for their willingness to 
work through some compromises to meet the March 
15 deadline.

Tennessee Baptists must be ever grateful to those 
of our number who served on various boards and com
mittees which have to work through this pro- 
ponderous problem.

And, our thanks also must go to you and the other 
Tennessee Baptists. We faced together a situation 
that had the possibility to bring division, to cause 
hardships, and ever to deter us from our priorities of 
missions and evangelism. Yet 1979 set records in bap
tisms and in all mission-support offerings.

Tennessee Baptists showed their interest, con
cerns, and prayer support for our denomination. They 
asked for honesty and openness from their leaders. 
They expressed their commitment that no bond 
holder would suffer loss from a bond with “Tennessee 
Baptist” name on it.

It has been a long ordeal for Tennessee Baptists. 
Along the way there were three called meetings of the 
Executive Board and one called state convention — 
only our second in history and our first since 1874.

Every Baptist meeting of any sort during the past 
year has apparently had some kind of discussion 
about Belmont Plaza — either directly or indirectly.

Now, the direct involvement of the Tennessee 
Baptist Convention has ended — but in truth, it actual
ly has just begun.

Belmont Plaza resulted from the concern of Ten
nessee Baptists to provide housing for senior adults. 
We admit that it did not turn out the way that any of us 
had planned, but we gave birth to Belmont Plaza. In 
many ways, it is still “ours.” God laid a burden on the 
heart of our lay people to take over the project and 
fulfill its intended ministry.

Some have said that we can minister to senior 
adults without owning a building. The new owners are 
anxious that Baptists do just that. The doors are open 
to all aspects of ministry to the residents.

Belmont Plaza is no longer owned by the Ten
nessee Baptist Convention or any of its subsidiary 
corporations. Yet, in a real sense it will always be 
connected with us — at least by implication. We 
sincerely desire its overwhelming success in fulfilling 
its purpose. We wish the new owners “God-speed” 
and pray that many lives will be influenced by what 
happens in that building for years to come.

No, Belmont Plaza has not ended. It is just now 
beginning!

Cicero’s
comment 

z- •

By the editor
Cicero was involved in a favorite pasttime 

— browsing through the books at Fine Print 
Discount Bookstore — when I was 
approached by the owner, Booker Paige.

Booker asked if he could help me find a par
ticular volume.

“No,” I replied, “Just looking.”
He started to leave me alone, then he turned 

back. “I notice that you seem to be more con
cerned about the price written on the inside 
flap of the dust cover, than the title or subject 
of the book,” Paige pondered.

“That’s true,” Cicero admitted. “Inflation 
certainly hasn’t missed the book market!”

Paige began to acknowledge some of the 
rising costs in the printing industry. “Wait a 
minute,” he pleaded. “I just got in a shipment 
of books that cost only $1 each!”

“Great,” I exclaimed, and headed toward 
the used paperback table.

Booker blocked my trek. “These aren’t 
used paperbacks — they are brand new, hard
back books,” he proclaimed.

Cicero was elated — a hard-back book for 
only $1.00! Knowing Paige’s policy of making 
at least 40 percent, I was plumb numb and 
dumb.

Paige read my reaction and explained that 
these books had no pages.

“But what good is a book without pages?” I 
inquired.

“Well, for one thing, these books are only 
one-eighth of an inch thick,” he replied. 
“This makes them very handy in filling out 
bookshelves. You know, when you put your 
books in a bookcase, the volumes never quite 
fill up the shelf. So, using a thin book is an ex
cellent way to make your bookshelves look 
even and orderly,” Booker observed.

Cicero nodded.
“Another thing,” added Paige, “I under

stand that 56 percent of the nation’s popula
tion never read a book. A book without pages 
would be easy reading, and, once encouraged 
by finishing off a no-page book, they could ex
pand to books with one page, two pages, three 
pages, etc.”

Cicero could see the practical value of these 
uses, but wondered what titles a book without 
pages might have. After all, no matter how 
thin the book, it still needs a title.

“Right,” Paige agreed. “The title would ob
viously be a subject on which little or nothing 
needed to be said — or could be said.”

I must have looked puzzled.
Paige pulled a thin book from the shelf. 

“Here’s one entitled, Social Values of Rock 
and Roll Music. And here is one of my Best
sellers, Nixon’s Accomplishments Which Will 
Live on after Watergate Is Forgotten.”

Cicero began to get the idea. I hurried down 
the thin book shelf. Some of the titles were:

—Sermons I Would Like to Hear Again.
—How to Enjoy Traveling with Seven Kids 

in a Volkswagen.
—Varieties of Church Supper Menus.
—Excuses God Will Accept for Denying 

Jesus Christ.
—Successful Brotherhood Programs.
—Scientific Evidence that the White Race is 

Superior.
—Answers to Solving Inflation.
—Christians Who Need Not Witness.
—How a Church Can Be Successful Without 

the Holy Spirit.
Cicero’s excitement was uncontrollable. 

Sensing a sale, Booker Paige pulled out his 
order pad. But I didn’t want to buy any — I 
now realized that my life-long ambition to 
write a book could be fulfilled!

So, next month I will seek a publisher for 
my first thin book, Memorable “Cicero’s 
Comments.”
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A tribute to Ted Adams
By Julian Pentecost, editor 

“The Religious Herald,” Richmond, Va.

Russian 'troublemakers'
Dear editor:

While listening to a shortwave news pro
gram on the British Broadcasting Corpora
tion on the evening of Jan. 15, I heard 
something which should be of great concern 
to Baptists.

The Soviet Union, in preparation for the 
Olympic Games this summer, had made 
plans to remove from Moscow all elements 
which might prove to be an 
“embarrassment” to the. government. Ac
cordingly, Baptists, Pentecostals, and other 
“troublemakers” are to be removed from the 
Moscow region during the games.

No comment on my part is necessary.
Raymond R. Denny Jr.
3219 Westonia Dr.
Chattanooga, TN 37412

I asked the Baptist World Alliance office to 
check on this. They were told by a spokesman 
for Amnesty International, London, that they 
have no firm evidence of any action, but they 
had heard rumors that some Baptists in 
Moscow would be “dealt with” before the 
Olympics. He said nobody knew what that 
term means.

Bob Denny, BWA general secretary, visited 
Moscow last December and heard that all 
children in Moscow—not just Baptists—will 
be moved to camps in the country during the 
time of the games to keep them out of the 
crowded city, (editor)

Award to Carter
Dear editor:

My reason for writing is concerning an arti
cle in the Feb. 20 issue, “President gets 
special award in ceremony at White House.” I 
frankly could not believe my eyes. I am in 
total disagreement with the award and the ar
ticle.

The actions of President Carter fall far 
short of what I consider being “dedicated to 
the cause of Jesus Christ.” Fighting for 
human rights only where it is popular is not 
Christ-like. The employing of those opposed to 
Christ in high government places is not in the 
best interest of Christ.

I challenge anyone to itemize the things 
President Carter has done to further the 
cause of Christ and, if they can, I will retract 
my statement. My Bible says we are either 
for Christ or against Him. It also states that 
we will know if a man is a Christian by his 
works.

I do not question President Carter’s salva
tion, because I believe it is possible to have 
Christ as Saviour and not Lord.

Leslie E. Collier
2500 Mt. Moriah, Suite 208
Memphis, TN 38118

You are within your rights to disagree with 
the award, but I fail to see how you can 
disagree with the article—unless you 
disagree with my decision to publish it. The 
article was simply the reporting of an event 
which happened—whether or not we printed 
the article, (editor)

Aid to students
Dear editor:

In May I will be graduating from 
Southwestern Baptist Theological Seminary.

I would like to use this opportunity to 
publicly thank Pastor Herbert Jones and all 
the wonderful people at First Baptist Church 
in Caryville, TN. During the time that my 
family and I have been in seminary, this 
church has faithfully taken a love offering 
every month to help support us. I might men
tion that we had only been members there a 
very few months before coming to the 
seminary.

I would also like to encourage other 
churches who have members attending 

school to help support them. I know many 
seminary students who have a difficult time 
financially. For students who have a wife and 
children, the burden of going to school and 
working too means a sacrifice of time spent 
with the family, in church activities, or 
studies. The addition of a little extra income 
can mean the relief of a great deal of strain on 
one trying to meet all these responsibilities.

I think most churches would be willing to 
help, if someone took the initiative to suggest 
it. I know of several students besides myself 
whose churches do support them financially. 
It does not have to take anything away from 
the churches own financial responsibilities. It 
could be done as my church does by simply 
providing an opportunity for an offering of 
love by those who wish to give.

Ron Inman
1012 West Boyce
Fort Worth, TX 76115

National humiliation
Dear editor:

America’s values are changing fast. Some 
are old enough to remember when honesty, 
fidelity, and humility were virtues. That was 
back when a humble man was seen as strong, 
not too proud or ashamed or afraid of what his 
neighbors might think if he were to bow in 
reverence before God.

I wonder what would happen if a national 
leader were to proclaim:

“We have been the recipients of the 
choicest bounties of heaven; we have been 
preserved these many years in...prosperity; 
we have grown in number, wealth, and power 
as no other nation has ever grown. But we 
have forgotten God.

“We have forgotten the gracious Hand 
which preserved us...and multiplied and 
enriched and strengthened us, and we have 
vainly imagined, in the deceitfulness of our 
hearts, that all these blessings were produced 
by some superior wisdom and virtue of our 
own.

“Intoxicated with unbroken success, we 
have become too self-sufficient to feel the 
necessity of redeeming and preserving 
grace; too proud to pray to the God who made 
us. It behooves us, then, to humble ourselves 
before the offended Power, to confess our na
tional sins, and to pray for clemency and 
forgiveness.

“Now, therefore, I do by this proclamation 
designate and set apart...a day of national 
humiliation, to abstain on that day from... or
dinary secular pursuits and to unite 
in...places of public worship...Let us...hope... 
that the united cry of the nation will be heard 
on high and answered with blessing no less 
than the pardon of our national sins and the 
restoration of our divided and suffering coun
try to its former happy condition of unity and 
peace.”

That “Day of National Humiliation” was 
set for April 13, 1863, and the proclamation 
was signed by Abraham Lincoln.

William G. Justice
East Tennessee Baptist Hospital
P.O. Box 1788
Knoxville, TN 37901

Professorship funded 
at Southern seminary

LOUISVILLE, Ky. (BP)—A $60,000 bequest 
in the will of Mrs. Lillian B. Godsey of St. 
Petersburg, Fla., will provide the permanent 
endowment for a visiting professorship at 
Southern Baptist Theological Seminary in 
Louisville.

Trustees of the seminary, following the 
wishes of Mrs. Godsey and her late husband, 
have invested the $60,000 to generate annual 
income for a teaching position in new Testa
ment, which will be known as the C.J. and 
Lillian B. Godsey Visiting Professorship in 
New Testament Interpretation.

The death of Theodore Floyd Adams has 
removed from our midst one of God’s most 
beloved and faithful servants.

“If you would enrich the one life you have to 
live,” he once wrote, “never be content to 
‘make the best of things.’ To know ‘life to the 
full’ that Jesus promised, learn how to take 
whatever life may bring and then with God’s 
help use it creatively for yourself and 
others.”

“You will make the most of your life by let
ting Christ make the most of you.”

These are the first and last words in his 
widely-read book, Making the Most of What 
Life Brings. When interpreted in the light of 
his own life, they provide a most fitting 
autobiographical statement of personal con
viction by which he lived and worked.

The book was dedicated to his father and 
mother and a brother, all of whom, to use his 
words, had “gone to their eternal home.” He 
said each of them had lived by the truth often 
voiced by his mother, “Trust the Lord and do 
the best you can.”

The same can be said of him.
A person of unique gifts, excellent training, 

broad experience and rare commitment, he 
assumed the pastorate of Richmond’s First 
Baptist Church at a critical time in its life. 
During the following 32 years, there was 
abundant evidence of God’s blessing on the 
relationship of pastor and people, with un
precedented growth in every facet of church 
life.

Even though this editor has been privileged 
to know, admire, and love “Dr. Ted” for 
almost four decades, it is impossible to 
evaluate in any adequate way the impact of 
his life and ministry. But try we must.

He possessed the courage of his convictions 
but was always loving in spirit. He knew what 
he believed and why he believed it and was an 
articulate spokesman for his positions. When 
church members or fellow-ministers 
disagreed with him, he encouraged the at
titude of “agreeing to disagree” and 
“disagreeing in love.” He placed a high 
priority on maintaining “the unity of the 
Spirit in the bonds of peace” without the com
promise of principle.

“Dr. Ted” was a realist in confronting pro
blems but ever confident "the best is yet to 
be.” He often used these words of Robert 
Browning and, when faced with seemingly in
surmountable difficulties, would say, “This, 
too, will pass.”

His was an uncanny ability to analyze a 
situation, set it in proper prospective, and 
determine possible approaches to solution. 
Ministers and lay persons were motivated to 
action and made confident by his style of 
leadership.

His orientation and concerns were local but 
never provincial. He took seriously his 
responsibility to labor for “the world that is 
not yet but ought to be.” His involvement in 
religious and civic causes was extensive. He 
was constantly available for ministry without 
the necessity of office or title. He could work 
with all kinds and types of people because 
there was nothing little or narrow in his soul. 
He majored on persons. Whether speaking to 
an assembly of thousands or talking with a 
single individual, each felt he alone was the 
focus of “Dr. Ted’s” love and interest. His 
was a prophetic role in race relations. He was 
unsurpassed as a communicator, and blazed 
new trails in the use of radio and television to 
share the gospel.

He was an informed and committed Baptist 
who recognized and cherished the larger 
Christian community of which he was a 
member. An able interpreter of historic Bap
tist beliefs and polity, he had many oppor
tunities to plead the cause of religious liberty 
for minority groups in other lands. He was a 
practitioner of cooperative Christianity when 
it was unpopular to do so and, as a result, was 
severely criticized.

He was a world citizen in the best sense. His 
identification with the Baptist World Alliance 
spanned several decades, and he served as 

president from 1955-60. His service with the 
BWA continued to a few days prior to his 
death when he submitted the report of an im
portant committee he had chaired, recom
mending directions and priorities of the BWA 
for the next quarter century. It was always a 
heart-warming experience at gatherings of 
Baptists from many nations to see the esteem 
in which he was held.

Adams once said: “The Christian need not 
fear death....In Jesus Christ is the only 
answer to the fact of death, its sorrow and 
parting and mystery. To the Christian, death 
is the beginning and not the end. He knows 
that he will walk with Christ through the 
valley of the shadow of death to take his place 
with those whom he has loved and lost a while 
in the house not made with hands, eternal in 
the heavens.”

Theodore Floyd Adams made the most of 
his life “by letting Christ make the most” of 
him. It would be his prayer we do the same.

| Personal |
| perspective |
A BY TOM MADDEN A 
y TBC executive secretary y

In some of my reading, I came across an ac
count of an experience that continues to im
press itself upon me.

It is the story of how David Lipscomb, pro1 
fessor of audiology and speech pathology at 
the University of Tennessee at Knoxville, dis
covered one reason for 
hearing loss. Pro
fessor Lipscomb 
discovered that a bone 
in the ear can grow 
thicker under certain 
circumstances. As the 
bone thickens, it 
becomes increasingly 
difficult to hear.

It is my understand
ing that this 
professor’s theory has
been verified. Now, a surgical procedure has 
been developed that shaves the bone, thus in
creasing the hearing. I rejoice about this new 
procedure.

However, I found myself applying it 
spiritually. The Word of God tells us to 
“quench not the Spirit.” It further states that 
we can have ears to hear, and hear not.

It is entirely possible that we can harden 
our hearts, protect ourselves from the ap
peals, the cries of desperate people, the signs 
of starving people, and even the still, quiet 
voice of God.

It would be tragic if God was whispering 
His message to us, and we could not hear it 
because we had become so insensitive to 
hearing the voice of God at work among us. 
We must open our ears to the voice of God, to 
the cries of the people here on this earth, and 
make our hearts sensitive to the tender touch 
of the Spirit of God in the midst of this 
humanity.

I would like to remind all of us that God’s 
ear is tuned toward us. He sees our tears, and 
He hears our prayers.

Missionary given award
MANILA, Philippines—Howard D. Olive, 

Southern Baptist missionary to the Philip
pines, recently received a “Plaque of Ap
preciation” from the Philippine Bureau of 
Prisons in recognition of his extensive work 
with prisoners and his invaluable assistance 
in rehabilitation at the National Prison, Mun- 
tinglupa, according to missionary press 
representative William T. Roberson.

A native of Ralston, Tenn., Olive directs the 
radio-television ministry of the Philippine 
Baptist Mission.
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Role of youth minister 
grows to caring educator

NASHVILLE (BP)-The role of youth 
minister in Southern Baptist churches has 
grown from “cheerleader” to educator and 
minister as caring ministries with youth gain 
momentum, according to a consultant in 
youth ministry.

Bob Taylor, on the staff of the Baptist Sun
day School Board’s church administration 
department, sees youth ministry as a profes
sion, not a temporary calling.

“God calls persons to put their lives into 
youth ministry,” he says. “Today Southern 
Baptist youth ministers have gotten away 
from the feeling that ‘I’m here to do it until I 
grow up and become a pastor’.”

Taylor feels that youth ministry has moved 
dramatically to youth ministers who combine 
youth work with attention to parents, church 
program leaders and church staff to help 
them become more youth conscious. Taylor 
frequently recommends that youth ministers 
spend one-third of their time with youth, one- 
third with parents and one-third with youth 
leadership.

He sees Southern Baptist youth ministers 
multiplying their work through other adults to 
help build stronger homes, to insure quality 
Bible study and otherwise strengthen the 
education base of youth ministry.

“We’ve always had a strong Bible study 
base,” he says, “but now we have grown from 
an activity base to a ministry base. Years 
ago, our philosophy was ‘make kids happy, 
keep them involved.’ We’re growing off of 
that base to a needs-meeting ministry.

“At one time, recreation was everything. 
Then we came into the youth musical period

Battle for broadcast deregulation 
hits Congress and courts again

NASHVILLE (BP)—Broadcast deregula
tion, which died in the 1979 Congress, is resur
facing again on two fronts.

In Nashville, the Christian Life Commission 
of the Southern Baptist Convention is urging 
Southern Baptists to oppose a Federal Com
munications Commission proposal and 
legislation in the U.S. Congress leading 
toward deregulation of radio.

In Washington, the U.S. Supreme Court has 
agreed to decide if the Federal Communica
tions Commission may decline to review
radio licensees’ program content when broad
cast licenses are renewed or transferred.

The FCC’s position is that the Communica
tions Act of 1934, under which the agency 
operates, gives it the discretion to allow 
“marketplace forces” to determine the con
tent of radio stations rather than to impose its 
own standards.

Also, three bills currently before Congress 
also point toward allowing deregulation. They 
are H.R. 6121 in the House and S.611 and S.622 
in the Senate.

Harry N. Hollis Jr. and William H. Elder III 
of the Christian Life Commission are urging 
Southern Baptists to oppose such legislation 
and also to write to the FCC, 1919 M St., N.W., 
Washington D.C., 20554, before March 25 to 
protest its deregulation proposal.

The FCC is now receiving public comment 
on the Deregulation of Radio Proposal until 
March 25 when the opportunity for public 
comment closes. Another 90 days, until June 
25, will allow time for organizations and in
dividuals to react in writing to any of the 
public comments received by the March 25 
deadline.

Those who oppose deregulation argue that 
“marketplace forces” will not serve the 
public interest. “The FCC should be in the 
business of regulating on behalf of the public, 
not of special interests,” declares Hollis, who 
testified before House and Senate subcommit
tees in last year’s successful effort by a wide 
range of groups to kill deregulation efforts in 
Congress.

“Deregulation is bad news for those who 

of ministry. Today we have a better balance 
of recreation, education, music and missions. 
Each area is beginning to find a place and to 
be important as it relates to other areas in ap
propriate ways.”

Taylor is not alone in his assessment of 
youth ministry in the SBC today. Douglas W. 
Johnson, executive director of the Institute 
for Church Development Inc., Ridgewood, 
N.J., told youth program leaders from 
Southern Baptist agencies at a recent coor
dination conference that Southern Baptist 
youth ministry excels in several areas.

“The more liberal denominations changed 
their approach completely during the 1960s 
and, from all appearances, dropped the ball 
with regard to youth programming,” Johnson 
said. “Their philosophy...changed from 
fellowship gatherings...to an emphasis upon 
youth being ‘full members’ qf the church. The 
result was an elimination of much of the 
resource materials which had been produced 
and a reduction of national level staff who 
were responsible for training, resource 
development, and editing of youth cur
riculum.”

Johnson noted Southern Baptists’ emphasis 
on trained leadership, a philosophy of 
evangelizing young people and coordinated 
and comprehensive resources and predicted 
continued success among youth.

While national level staff number about 50 
and there are about 1,000 ministers of youth in 
the Southern Baptist Convention, Taylor says 
the addition of ministers of music and youth 
and ministers of education and youth swell 
the ranks to near 9,000.

believe that the airwaves belong to the peo
ple,” Hollis said. “It is a sad day indeed when 
the FCC, as the agency charged with the 
responsibility of upholding the public interest, 
now proposes to abandon its responsibility to 
marketplace forces.”

Hollis and Elder believe that deregulation 
will lead to omission of much of what is now 
aired under public service requirements, in
cluding much religious programming. They 
reject industry arguments that broadcasters 
automatically will know what is good for the 
public.

SIX BASIC QUESTIONS—“Every good 
news story should answer the six basic ques
tions of who, <what, when, where, why and 
how. But these days every serious news pro
fessional should be seeking the answers to six 
more questions in the preparation of each 
story. First, are the facts straight? Have I 
checked and double-checked them? Second, 
do I have it all? Are my facts thorough, and 
am I presenting them in context? Third, are 
the facts in balance? Have I given everyone 
who could be affected by this story a chance 
to comment? Fourth, do the readers have a 
legitimate right, need or desire to know this 
information? Are their tax dollars involved? 
Would their health or safety be affected? Is 
their personal freedom at issue? Fifth, have I 
told this story in sufficient depth to relate it in 
understandable terms to the reader’s interest 
in that information? Do my readers realize 
what it means to them and why I’m bringing 
it to them? Finally, and most important, have 
I given it length and display in keeping with 
its importance and have I presented it with 
dignity and professionalism?” (EDITOR & 
PUBLISHER, December 1, 1979)

FORMER PRESIDENT REMEMBERED—The East Tennessee Baptist Historical Society 
presented the three-volume Encyclopedia of Southern Baptists to the Morristown- 
Hamblen Library in memory of the society's former president, Charles Brown. 
Glenn A. Toomey, center, director of missions in Nolachucky Association, makes 
the presentation to librarian Bob Rule, while Mrs. Brown looks on. Brown was a 
history teacher, historian, and the author of local Baptist history. He was also a 
teacher and deacon in First Baptist Church, Morristown.

Baptist employee struggles 
with frustrating eye disease

Bv Jim Lowry
NASHVILLE—More than 16 years have 

passed since Bob Taylor’s first step in his per
sonal odyssey with keratoconus, a disease 
which, if untreated, leads eventually to blind
ness.

Keratoconus is a disease in which the cor
nea (the outer transparent tissue covering the 
iris and pupil) becomes more and more 
pointed, or cone shaped, instead of staying 
flat. The cause and medical cure for the 
disease are unknown, but it can be corrected 
in most cases with a cornea transplant.

Taylor, youth ministry coordinator in the 
church administration department of the 
Southern Baptist Sunday School Board, first 
found out about the problem in 1962 in Fort 
Worth, Tex., less than a year before he moved 
to the board. He immediately began wearing 
contact lenses to put pressure on the cornea 
and slow the changes in the cornea’s shape.

With the contact lenses, Taylor had near 
perfect vision for severabyears. However, in 
1971 vision began to deteriorate noticeably in 
his left eye.

“I experienced increasing frustration at not 
being able to see things such as the lines in a 
screw, notes on piano music, and the print in 
newspapers,” Taylor explained.

These, along with difficulty recognizing 
people from more than a few feet away and 
being unable to read in a normally lit room, 
are what led him to realize the time had come 
for his first transplant, which was performed 
in 1978 on his left eye.

After the surgery, vision in the left eye did 
not improve as expected because the inner 
layer of the cornea is healing with an obstruc
tion in the center which is preventing normal 
vision.

Vision must be restored in this eye before 
any work can be done on the other eye, either 
through another transplant or some correc
tive treatment. Only one eye can be treated at 
a time or the patient would be totally blind 
during the recovery period. If both eyes are 
corrected, the process is literally twice as 
long.

Timing the transplant is a delicate process, 
said Taylor, because the operation is done 
only on the initiative of the patient, not the 
doctor. For one thing, a doctor cannot see 
through the patient’s eyes and cannot know 
when sight is almost gone.

More importantly, however, Taylor says 
the patient must decide of his own volition 
that the transplant is worth the commitment 
required for surgery and the lengthy healing 
process.

Waiting periods for persons desiring cornea 
transplants many times drag on for months

Bob Taylor—fighting blindness

and sometimes reach a year or more due to 
the lack of donated corneas.

In Tennessee, the only action required to 
donate a cornea is to sign the back of the state 
driver’s license, and have your signature 
witnessed by two persons. No court action or 
lawyer is required for the process and to 
cancel the decision, all you have to do is cross 
through the signature.

“It’s a matter of sight for some and a mat
ter of life and death for people waiting for 
kidneys,” Taylor said. “Any age person can 
be a donor and there is no disfigurement at all 
to the body. I feel very strongly about the 
need for donors. It’s a precious gift that 
doesn’t cost you anything.

“Without the transplant and the donor, I 
would be blind in a matter of years,” he said. 
“I couldn’t read, drive, or do many things. 
But with the transplant, I can go from blind to 
near perfect vision.

“I get discouraged about it sometimes,” he 
said, “especially now that it has been more 
than a year since the transplant and the vision 
in my left eye is still 20/200.

“I’m concerned, too, that the right eye is 
very gradually deteriorating,” he continued. 
“Waiting creates pressure for me and the 
frustration and discouragement of the tedious 
process at times are emotionally draining.

“The probability of 20/20 vision is a long 
shot,” he admitted, “I’m pretty well resigned 
to that. But, 20/30 or 20/40 is pretty good vi
sion, and I expect to have that in both eyes. I 
believe it will all be OK.”
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Status of two hospitals 
kept under FMB review

RICHMOND, Va. (BP)—A hospital evalua
tion team has commended Southern Baptist 
hospitals in the Middle East and South Asia 
for improvements made in the last two years, 
but urged that the status of two of the 
hospitals be kept under review.

The team also recommended that the 
overseas division of the Foreign Mission 
Board make a careful study of the future of 
health care ministries overseas because of 
the ever-increasing need for financial sub
sidies to hospitals and the acute shortage of 
medical and paramedical personnel.

J.D. Hughey, secretary for Europe and the 
Middle East, reported the team’s findings to 
the Foreign Mission Board during its March 
meeting. The team, which included Hughey, 
made its initial survey trip in October 1977 
and its follow-up evaluation in late 1979.

The hospital in Ajloun, Jordan, will con
tinue as a 30-bed primary care unit subject to 
review, Hughey said. Efforts will be made to 
continue at the Gaza hospital, he added, but 
an improved financial picture is needed at 
both institutions for them to continue.

Although medical ministries in Yemen and 
India were also included in the survey, the 
most dramatic changes were recommended 
for the Ajloun and Gaza hospitals. At Aljoun 
the hospital reduced the number of beds from 
50 to 30 and closed its school of nursing after 
the 1977 survey. The Gaza hospital underwent 
major renovations to change its posture from 
mostly surgical to general.

The two most pressing problems facing the 
hospitals are money and personnel, Hughey 
said. Hospital administrators and chaplains 
are needed in Jordan and Yemen. Nurses are

★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★ 
* * 
* Citizen s Corner ♦

By Jerry M. Self 
Public affairs and Christian life 

consultant u.
Here is another issue to ignore. Usually this 

column seeks to involve Christians in citizen
ship. However, some issues are best ignored.

Forget the Jesus Sex Film Poll. The story 
briefly is this: A few years ago a Danish film
maker wanted to produce The Many Faces of 
Jesus, a film on an im
aginary sex life of 
Jesus. Modern People 
News decided, out of 
curiosity, to see what 
people thought about 
it. They took a poll. As 
a result of their find
ings, the producer 
learned that 99 percent 
of their respondents 
were not interested in
seeing a film of that Self
sort. The film was scrapped. The poll is over. 
And that is old news.

But the petitions continue! The petition be
ing circulated in Tennessee today charges 
Modern People News with planning the film 
and urges citizens to complain.

As was true with the mistaken petition op
posing Mrs. O’Hair’s alleged attack on 
religious programming, this effort is too late 
and wrong anyway.

Signing and circulating inaccurate petitions 
wastes time and gives a poor witness. Do not 
sign a petition if you cannot determine some 
basic information.

—Who sponsors the petition?
—How can questions about the issue be 

answered?
—How old is the petition?
—What check will be made on your 

signature? Do you have to be a property 
owner? a registered voter? a resident of a 
particular area? be of majority age?

Modern People News reports that they 
receive scores of petitions each week. What 
happens to them? “We just throw them 
away.”

needed everywhere, he said, but notably in 
Yemen where national nurses are not 
available.

The evaluation team called attention to the 
need for ever-increasing subsidies, Hughey 
said, and pointed out that hospitals must seek 
to generate local income. Otherwise, the team 
said, alternate forms of needed medical 
ministries, such as community health or ser
vice in non-Baptist institutions, must be 
sought.

The Ajloun hospital, which reduced its sub
sidy requirements in 1979, had to have more 
money in 1980 and its administrator estimates 
the hospital will require a 15 percent annual 
increase just to keep the hospital going.

The high subsidy to the Gaza hospital was 
maintained in 1979 and increased $10,000 in 
1980. The evaluation team recommended that 
efforts be made to attain a financially feasible 
general hospital. One of the main reasons for 
continuing the hospital, Hughey explained, is 
to provide practice opportunities for students 
in its school of health sciences (mostly nurs
ing).

The hospital in Jibla, Yemen, Hughey said, 
is rather primitive by American standards 
but is probably the best in Yemen. Although it 
is better supplied with doctors than it has 
been at any other time in its 12-year history, it 
needs a hospital administrator, several 
career nurses, a chaplain, a laboratory 
technologist, and other support personnel.

The evaluation team commended the Jibla 
hospital staff for carrying a heavy load but 
encouraged them to upgrade, a necessity as 
medical care progresses in Yemen. Hughey 
noted that the hospital building there will pro
bably need to be replaced in 10 years and 
questioned whether capital funds would be 
available when the time comes.

On the initial survey trip, Hughey said, the 
team urged each hospital to have a chaplain 
or chaplains (missionary and national) to 
provide leadership in spiritual functions. 
Recently national chaplains have been 
employed in Ajloun and Gaza.

The team also suggested that the hospital 
improve staff relationships; arrange times 
for continuing Bible study, evangelistic in
struction and discipleship classes; and em
phasize personal evangelism.

“The hospitals have made possible a Chris
tian witness by Baptists in areas where no 
other way was likely to be found,” Hughey 
said. He added that the three hospitals in Mid
dle East countries serve Muslim populations 
that are highly resistant to Christianity.

“Christianity is made attractive by our 
medical work,” Hughey continued. “Our mis
sionaries are ‘doing the gospel’ and are seiz
ing many opportunities for verbalizing it.”

A life tenderly touched tells 
the value of medical missions

GAZA (BP)—As Ghanim Abu-Shihada 
was baptized last Easter, his Southern 
Baptist missionary friends remembered 
the first time they saw him nearly 10 years 
earlier.

An adventurous 11-year-old, Ghanim 
and some other boys had decided it would 
be fun to jump on a slowly moving train. 
Ghanim fell beneath the train. Barely 
alive and with his right arm and leg nearly 
severed, he was brought to Baptist 
Hospital in Gaza.

The missionary doctor amputated his 
arm and leg and repaired his fractured 
skull. His parents hoped he would die 
because they could not afford to support a 
deformed child.

But the missionaries at the hospital 
wanted him to live, J.D. Hughey recalled 
as he told Ghanim’s story in a March 
report to the Southern Baptist Foreign 
Mission Board. Tenderly the hospital staff

NEW RESIDENTS OF THE VOLUNTEER STATE—The 11 -member Ly Cam Sang family 
arrived at Nashville's Metropolitan Airport Mar. 14 and was welcomed by Bill 
Fox, pastor of Trace Creek Baptist Church in New Johnsonville, sponsors for the 
family. The 400-member congregation has been awaiting the arrival of their "new 
family” since last fall. The family is from Vietnam and has been in a refugee camp 
in Malaysia for over a year.

When four-year-old Ly Tuc Hieu ar
rived in Nashville last Friday night, 
she was empty-handed. But within a 
few moments, she had a new 
friend—a doll presented to her by 
members of Trace Creek Baptist 
Church in New Johnsonville. Ly Tuc 
and her family will be sponsored by 
that congregation as they begin a 
new life in America.

cared for Ghanim and loved him.
A missionary journeyman gave Ghanim 

a Gospel of John in Arabic, which one of 
the nurses read to him. They assured him 
of God’s love and told him about the 
special love Jesus brings when you allow 
Him in your heart.

When he was better, the missionaries 
gave him his own room at the hospital, 
taught him English, and sent him to 
school. Later he worked as the hospital 
telephone operator.

Last year Ghanim, who had been born 
into a Muslim family, was baptized. Now 
he is a computer programming student at 
Northeastern Oklahoma A & M College, 
Miami, Okla. He serves as international 
counselor for his college’s Baptist Student 
Union and has spoken at churches and on 
television.

He knows, more than most, the value of 
medical missions.

Massachusetts court 
defeats prayer law

BOSTON (BP)—Massachusetts’ highest 
court struck down the state’s new “voluntary 
prayer” law just six weeks after it took effect.

The state’s Supreme Judicial Court said the 
law, which required all public school teachers 
to daily ask a class volunteer to lead in public, 
prayer and excused students who did not wish 
to participate, violated the U.S. Constitution’s 
ban on an establishment of religion by the 
state.

Justice Herbert P. Wilkins, who wrote the 
decision, said the law “could not be saved 
from unconstitutionality by the fact that 
prayers were spoken by volunteer pupils or 
that pupils could choose to be excused from 
exercises.”

The suit which resulted in the unusually 
swift decision was brought on behalf of 
parents in Framingham and Marblehead by 
the Civil Liberties Union of Massachusetts 
and the American Jewish Congress.

The decision represented a defeat for con
servative Democratic Gov. Edward J. King, 
who expressed “disappointment” at the rul
ing. He said he will now introduce a new law 
in the state legislature mandating a moment 
of silent meditation in the schools.

In Washington, the director of the Baptist 
Joint Committee on Public Affairs said he 
was “very pleased” with the Massachusetts 
court’s decision. James E. Wood Jr., 
outspoken critic of “voluntary” prayer and 
periods of silent meditation mandated in 
public schools, said "The Massachusetts law, 
had it been upheld, clearly would have meant 
using the machinery of the state to mandate 
religion.”

Wood agreed with Justice Wilkins’ view 
that the voluntary aspect of the law was insuf
ficient to make it constitutional. “Young 
children are unacceptably placed under 
tremendous pressure and tremendous inhibi
tion to conform” to the teacher’s sponsorship 
of the prayer exercise and are in effect 
“trapped” in the classroom, he said. Placing 
children in such a situation, Wood added, 
amounts to “harassment.”

Purdy to assume duties 
at Boyce Bible School

LOUISVILLE, Ky. (BP) - Harold J. Pur
dy, pastor of the First Baptist Church of 
Madisonville, Ky., for 20 years, has been 
named a faculty member and an associate in 
administration at Boyce Bible School, a divi
sion of Southern Baptist Theological 
Seminary. z

Purdy, a 1942 graduate of Southern, has 
been a J-term professor at Boyce Bible School 
for six years. He’s a former president of the 
Tennessee Baptist Convention and was a 
member of the Executive Committee of the 
Southern Baptist Convention from 1966-73.
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Bible Puzzle
Answers on page 10

ACROSS

1 Days of scoffers 
(2 Pet. 3:3)

5 Gilt: abbr.
7 Orders: abbr.

11 Mother of dukes 
(Gen. 36:16)

12 Be the matter with
14 Place of Assyria

(1 Chron. 5:26)
15 “the very last —” 

(Luke 12:59)
16 Black or China
17 Buccal
18 “---- of our God” 

(Luke 1:78)
21 Vetch
22 Destruction 

(Phil. 3:19)
23 Fish sauce
26 Conjunction
27 “the — of Damas

cus” (Amos 1)

30 “but we------------”
(Heb. 13)

34 1000 meters: abbr.
35 Spread by wayside 

(Psa. 140:5)
36 Amount of bread 

(1 Chron. 16:3)
37 N.T. book: abbr.
38 Prosecute
40 “cleansed — the —” 

(Lev. 14:7)
45 Asian weight
46 Plant genus
47 Office, of a kind
49 A great man 

(Josh.14:15)
50 Word before ache 

or drum
51 Mars: comb, form
52 Lima
53 Paper bag: abbr.
54 New Delhi 

lady’s cover

DOWN

1 O.T. book: abbr.
2 Mine entrance
3 Glut
4 “upon----- of the 

disciples” (Acts 15:10)
5 “and the — of hell” 

(Matt. 16)
6 Category
7 Harmonize together
8 Fruit refuse
9 Cart

10 Girl of song
13 “ye shall weep and 
-” (John 16)

19 Medical man: abbr.
20 Within: comb, form
23 “because ye — 

amiss” (Jas. 4)
24 Hawaiian garland
25 Slippery one
26 Aged: abbr.
27 Scare word
28 The candlenut
29 Ump’s relative
31 Ebal’s brother

(Gen. 36:23)
32 Feminine name
33 “whose name was 

(Luke 24)
37 In Bashan

(Deut. 4:43)
38 “as a —”

(Isa. 1:31)
39 Of the Chaldees

(Neh. 9:7)
40 “— ye well” 

(Acts 15:29)
41 Midianite king 

(Num. 31:8)
42 Stowe character: 

poss.
43 Rail bird
44 European river
45 Label
48 New Zealand tree

CRYPTOVERSE

LTN VM TRO OICRLI FAN MJOIALJB F

ZIOP YOIMIAJ BIXY VA JOTRHXI

Today’s Cryptoverse Clue: R equals U

FIBER GLASS BAPTISTRIES
Repair Old and Build New

To change or correct 
your address

Attach in this space your address 
label found on the front page of your 
latest copy of the BAPTIST AND 
REFLECTOR. Please give your new 
address below—including your zip 
code. When changing address, please 
give two weeks notice. Please write, 
do not call address changes to insure 
accuracy.

Call me, home phone 615-373-0710 
A.M. ASHBAUGH or write 

P.O. Box 22894, Nashville, Tenn. 37202

Cassettes supplied to Churches 
and Pastors at a savings. We also 
duplicate. Write or phone,

All correspondence relating 
to your subscription
should be accompanied by our address 
label. If you are receiving duplicate 
copies, please send both labels.

Address all requests to:

BAPTIST AND REFLECTOR
Post Office Box 347

Brentwood, Tennessee 37027

Sound Duplication 
Box 8470, Nashville, TN 37207 

Phone 615/824-8566

CHURCH FURNITURE 
From Factory to Church 

RAINSVILLE CHURCH PEW 
COMPANY

220 Rainbow Ave., S.W. 
Rainsville, Ala. 35986 

Phone 205-638-2467 or 638-3882 
Also we upholster old pews.

Address_____________

Name__________________________
Please Print

State___________ Zip Code

Drexel
Church Furnishings

Pews, Pulpit and Chancel Furniture
Phone 704/322-8380 

Dept. J. P.O. Drawer 2187 
Hickory, North Carolina 28601

by Jim Griffith
It is well to emphasize the importance of having preachers choose appropriate subjects 

for the congregations or audiences to whom they are speaking.
For example, the pastor who preaches at the home for the aged on Planned Parenthood 

is not very relevant.
The same could be said for the preacher who speaks at the old ladies rest home on the 

text: “It is reported that there is immorality among you.”
In much of today’s preaching the fault lies in the irrelevant application of the Balm in 

Gilead—and not in the Balm itself—which is the Power of God unto salvation to everyone 
that believeth.

But on the other side of the picture, it should be said that no matter how relevant the 
preacher’s sermon is, someone will come up at the close of the service and say: “That was a 
marvelous sermon. Everything you said applies to someone or other I know.”

Paul’s joy in the ministry
by Herschel H. Hobbs

“And I thank Christ Jesus our Lord, who 
hath enabled me, for that he counted me 
faithful, putting me in the ministry.”—I 
Timothy 1:12

Mention of the gospel causes Paul to thank 
Christ for permitting him to be a proclaimer 
of it. Literally, “I have gratitude to” Christ 
Jesus our Lord. “Enabled” means to put 
power in him. “Faithful” may read 
“trustworthy.” He has placed him in his “ser
vice” or “ministry” (diakonion).

Of all people, Paul regarded himself as the 
least likely for such. Before becoming a 
Christian he was a “blasphemer” or one who 
spoke insultingly of Jesus. Also a 
“persecutor” of Christians, and “injurious” 
or insolent (see Acts 7:58; 8:1a; 9:1-5).

Nevertheless, he received God’s mercy 
because he did it in ignorance and unbelief (v. 
13). Saul of Tarsus thought that Jesus was an 
imposter. He believed the Sanhedrin’s story 
about Jesus’ disciples stealing His body and 
claiming that He rose again (see Matt. 
28:11-15). But when He met Jesus on the 
Damascus road (Acts 9), he knew that they 
had lied and the Christians told the truth.

This meeting was the greatest single con
frontation in Christian history—the living 
Lord and the persecuting rabbi. It turned 
Saul’s life completely around. His former zeal 
against Jesus became unbridled zeal for Him. 
So that Paul became the greatest of Christian

Foundation

Estates self-destruct
By Jonas L. Stewart 

executive secretary-treasurer
Your estate might well have a big warning 

sign displayed saying “This estate may self- 
destruct.”

When a man dies and his estate passes to 
his wife, there are many expenses involved. 
Estate tax, inheritance tax, and ad
ministrative cost must be paid.

Later his widow dies. Again the taxes and 
cost of administration must be paid.

Now having been inherited by the son, all 
seems well until his death. Again, there are 
taxes and estate settlement costs as the estate 
passes to his widow. She dies and the costs are 
repeated as the children inherit what is left.

The above process is repeated from genera
tion to generation until finally an entire estate 
is dissipated.

This self-destruction can be avoided.
Many people can name the Tennessee Bap

tist Foundation as the trustee of their estate, 
providing for dependent family members as 
beneficiaries of the income as long as they are 
dependent, then designating some Christian 
cause as the recipient of the income. The 
estate then remains forever as a Christian 
witness to the cause of Christ. Real estate 
values, stock, bonds, and cash may be 
preserved for the Lord’s work until Jesus 
comes.

For information on how to conserve and 
preserve your estate by a trust in a will, or 
while you live, write or phone Tennessee Bap
tist Foundation, P.O. Box 347, Brentwood, Tn. 
37027; Phone 615 373-2255.

missionaries, preachers, and interpreters of 
Christ.

This led him to declare emphatically that 
“Christ Jesus came into the world to save sin
ners of whom I am chief” (v. 15). “To save” is 
an infinitive of purpose—His purpose in com
ing. “Chief” means “first.” The verb is em
phatic. Note not “I was” but “I am.” In Ephe
sians 3:8 he called himself “less than the least 
of all saints.”

In effect he said that if you make a list of all 
sinners, his name should head the list. In a list 
of all saints, when you come to the “least” 
you should drop down several spaces before 
writing his name. This is not mock humility. 
The nearer one lives to the Lord, the more 
conscious he is of his sin and also of his un
worthiness as a Christian.

Paul is Exhibit A of God’s grace and mercy 
(vv. 16-17). The same ministry Christ placed 
in him, he also places upon Timothy.

Devotional
Alive and well

By W.D. Thomason
Staying alive and well is a spiritual art. 

Shelves in book stores have abounded in re
cent years with “how to” books in successful 
Christian living.

Some are good while others are not so well- 
grounded in Biblical truth. Finding the simple 
truth from some 
authors is like trying 
to tackle Walter 
Payton on one of his 
better afternoons.

Paul, knowing about 
the pressures of life, 
said, “troubled on 
every side, but not 
distressed.” He came 
to wit’s end, but never 
to hope’s end. What 
was his secret to a Thomason 
positive outlook and calm composure? He had 
discovered three great spiritual truths. x

He was always dying to self. Each day he 
surrendered his failures, hopes, dreams, and 
will to Christ. He wanted Christ to be his Lord. 
Therefore, when he ran into trouble, it was 
Christ in him that answered his need.

He was always believing in the mighty 
power of Christ. He believed that the same 
mighty power that raised Christ from the 
dead was in him. With Christ he could do all 
things. He was more than a conqueror 
through him.

He was always updating his fellowship with 
Christ. He said, “yet the inner man is re
newed day by day.” He did not wait until the 
next revival or a spiritual retreat to get 
straightened out. He took care of that daily.

The late Winston Churchill was invited back 
to speak to the student body of the college he 
once attended. His speech to the students was 
composed of five short, pungent, and power
ful words. He said, “Never, never, never turn 
back.”

We will stay alive and well if we practice 
Paul’s principle in Christian living. Then, we 
will never, never, never turn back.

Thomason is pastor of First Baptist Church. 
Smyrna.
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Our People and Our Churches . . .
PEOPLE...

Stones River Baptist Church, Smyrna, or
dained Jack Raliegh as a deacon last month. 
John F. Kennedy of Lebanon brought the 
message. Jim Growden is pastor.

Mr. and Mrs. Joe Shelton celebrated their 
64th wedding anniversary recently. They 

k were married in Mercer, Tenn, in 1916 and 
are members of Highland Heights Baptist 
Church in Memphis.

Union Grove Baptist Church, Beech River 
Association, ordained Ron Britt as a deacon 
earlier this month. The charges and ordina
tion were brought by David Irby. Don Dyer is 
pastor.

Terry W. Hux and Lee Roy Hill were or
dained as deacons at New Prospect Baptist 
Church, East Tennessee Baptist Association, 
recently.

Mrs. Dorothy E. Ware Cooper, wife of long
time east Tennessee Baptist pastor, J. Burch 
Cooper, died recently. The couple had been 
married for over 52 years. She had served 
with him as he led churches in Kentucky, 
Florida, and Tennessee. Cooper resides in 
Etowah.

L Members of Woodmont Baptist Church in 
Nashville are scheduled to hold appreciation 
services for church member Scobie Rogers on 
Mar. 23. Rogers has led the Boy Scout troop, 
which is sponsored by Woodmont, for the past 
25 years. A reunion for church members and 
former scouts will be held at the church. Bill 
Sherman is pastor.

Janet Gwen Tharpe, a recent graduate of 
Southern Baptist Theological Seminary in 
Louisville, was ordained to the gospel 
ministry last month by Robertsville Baptist 
Church in Oak Ridge. Don Olive, professor at 
Carson-Newman College, Jefferson City, con
ducted the service. She earned an 
undergraduate degree from Gardner-Webb 
College in North Carolina and worked as a 
youth minister for two summers at Central 
Baptist Church in Oak Ridge. Presently, she 
is working with the Salvation Army’s Com
prehensive Alcohol Treatment Center in 
Louisville as a chaplain.

Robert D. Hall, assistant to the pastor at 
Lake Drive Baptist Church, Sale Creek, was 
ordained by that church recently. Claude

Car strikes pastor 
after youth meeting

Ivan Raley, pastor of Green River Baptist 
Church in Waynesboro, was struck by a car 
and injured Mar. 8 on his way home from 
Nashville following the Youth Evangelism 
Conference.

The accident occurred near Mt. Pleasant. 
Raley explained that the bus in which he and 
about 40 young people were riding stalled go
ing up a hill. The pastor stepped off the bus 
and was attempting to direct the driver back 
down the hill when he was struck by an on
coming car in an adjacent lane.

“We had a young man from our church 
following us in a car,” Raley explained. 
“When he saw we were stalled, he got out of 
his car and stopped traffic in the right lane so 
we could back down the hill.” The 
Waynesboro pastor explained that the car 
which struck him came around the road 
block, hit his brakes, and swerved into him. 
Raley attempted to jump on the man’s car, 
hitting his shoulder and chest on the wind
shield. He then bounced off and was thrown 
into a gutter.

He was taken to a hospital in Columbia, but 
released that night. He also sustained kidney 
injuries.

No one on the bus was hurt. Police were 
called to the incident, but no charges were 
placed.

Pendergrass, pastor of Waldens’ Ridge Bap
tist Church, Dayton, preached the ordination 
sermon. Ben Walker, director of missions for 
Tennessee Valley Association, gave the 
charge to the candidate. Coy Higgins, an un
cle of the candidate, led in the special prayer. 
Albert Hamby is pastor.

Northside Baptist Church, Milan, ordained 
Steve Babcock, director of youth and 
children’s work at the church, as a deacon. 
Assisting in the service were James Neal, 
John Taylor, and John Sapp. Pastor Levi 
Parish Jr. brought the message.

Calvary Baptist Church, Lenoir City, or
dained Jeff Myers to the gospel ministry 
recently. Myers serves the church as 
children’s pastor. Milton L. Hicks is pastor.

Cedar Grove Baptist Church, Johnson City, 
ordained Timothy Arthur Perry to the gospel 
ministry recently. Haskell Ingram, pastor of 
Harmony Baptist Church, Watauga Associa
tion, brought the ordination message. Perry 
is currently serving as supply pastor at Cedar 
Grove.

Norman L. Gardner and Mike Corbin were 
ordained to the gospel ministry by First Bap
tist Church in Gallatin. Gardner is minister of 
music at the church; and Corbin is minister of 
education. Both men are graduates of 
Southern Baptist Theological Seminary in 
Louisville. Harold W. Allen is pastor.

Curtis Manis and Jerry Leonard were or
dained as deacons at Calvary Baptist Church, 
Lenoir City. Milton L. Hicks is pastor.

Billy Carriger was ordained as a deacon at 
Cedar Grove Baptist Church, Johnson City, 
recently. Homer Salyer, pastor of Caldwell 
Springs Baptist Church, Watauga Associa
tion, brought the charge to the church and to 
the candidate.

Bill Wilson observed his 10th anniversary 
as pastor of Brentwood Baptist Church, 
Brentwood, earlier this month.

LEADERSHIP...
Allan A. Ledford assumed the duties of 

music and youth director of the Black Oak 
Heights Baptist Church, Knoxville, recently. . 
J.C. Parrott is pastor.

The new minister of music at Calvary Bap
tist Church in Knoxville is Darrell Hodge. He 
comes to Knoxville from Main Street Baptist 
Church, Lake City, where he had served for 
almost four years.

Silas Johnson was called as associate and 
minister of education by members of Silver- 
dale Baptist Church, Chattanooga. He comes 
to the post from Candies Creek Baptist 
Church in Cleveland where he was associate 
in charge of music and education. Johnson is 
scheduled to assume his new duties April 1. 
Herschel Woodburn is pastor at Silverdale.

Members of Dalewood Baptist Church in 
Nashville honored Morris Early after his re
cent resignation there as administrative 
associate. During a reception in his honor, 
Herbert C. Gabhart, president of Belmont 
College; Gaye L. McGIothlen, recent interim 
pastor of Dalewood; and Gary Taylor, new 
pastor of Dalewood, expressed appreciation 
for his service. Early serves as chairman of 
the board of trustees for Belmont College.

CHURCHES...
Grace Baptist Church, Nashville, observed 

its 70th anniversary as a church on Mar. 9. 
Special services were held during which 
former members, charter members, and 
families of deceased charter members were 
recognized. The congregation dedicated new 
facilities at Old Hickory Blvd, and Brick

Church Pike about a year-and-a-half ago. 
Fred E.A. Johnson is pastor.

Members of Gillespie Avenue Baptist 
Church, Knoxville, burned a note making 
them debt free recently. The debt had been in
curred in 1962 following a fire at the facilities. 
Former pastors participating in the 
ceremony are M.K. Cobble, Ralph Galyon, 
and Ron Poling. Robert R. Sharp is pastor.

Durhamville Baptist Church in Ripley has 
completed major improvements and addi
tions to their facilities. According to a 
spokesman at the church, the congregation 
has completed payments on a debt to have the 
church bricked, construction of a fellowship 
hall, and remodeling of the sanctuary. 
Recently Mr. and Mrs. Harmon Burks 
donated $2,500 to start a fund for a baptistry.

FIRST OFFICERS—Patricia Allen of Memphis (second from left) was elected 
secretary of the new Southern Baptist Association of Christian Schools. Other of
ficers elected at the organizational meeting, were Bancroft Greene, secretary 
(left); Larry Noia, vice-president (second from right); and Charles Freeman, presi
dent.

Baptist Christian schools group 
holds organizational meeting

NASHVILLE—The Southern Baptist 
Association of Christian Schools was officially 
constituted at a meeting here to begin the ex
change of information among Christian 
schools and communicate the purposes of 
Christian education.

A total of 60 persons from 16 states attended 
the organizational meeting of the association, 
where bylaws were adopted and officers 
elected for the first year.

Membership in the Southern Baptist 
Association of Christian Schools is open to ad
ministrators and pastors from Christian 
schools, including kindergarten through 12th 
grade. Bob Couch, weekday early education 
consultant in the church administration 
department of the Southern Baptist Sunday 
School Board, said approximately 300 
Southern Baptist churches have schools 
which would make the administrator or 
pastor eligible for membership.

Officers for the association are Charles 
Freeman, Second Baptist Church, Houston, 
Tex., president; Larry Noia, First Southern

Hawaii's top executive 
has open heart surgery

HONOLULU (BP) - Edmond Walker, ex
ecutive secretary-treasurer of the Hawaii 
Baptist Convention since 1963, underwent suc
cessful open heart surgery for four arterial 
bypasses March 10 at Straub Hospital in 
Honolulu.

While in Nashville to attend the winter 
meeting of the Southern Baptist Executive 
Committee, he suffered chest pains and was 
taken to Baptist Hospital, Feb. 17. He 
returned to Honolulu, on Feb. 22 and was 
hospitalized here on Feb. 28.

WFAA had right 
to drop Robison

WASHINGTON (BP)-The Federal Com
munications Commission has ruled that 
WFAA-TV in Dallas was within its rights 
when it dropped evangelist James Robison’s 
Sunday morning television show in February 
1979.

Robison’s program was removed from the 
air for several weeks after he preached a ser
mon in which he commented on and read 
from periodicals attacking homosexuals.

In removing the show, WFAA officials cited 
the FCC’s “Fairness Doctrine.” Robison’s at
torneys filed a complaint with the FCC asking 
if the sermon was covered by the Fairness 
Doctrine.

The FCC did not respond to the Fairness 
Doctrine request, stating only that the station 
was within its rights of exercising editorial 
discretion in cancelling the program.

WFAA reinstated the Robison show in July.

Baptist Church, Fountain Valley, Calif., vice- 
president; Bancroft Greene, First Baptist 
Church, Shreveport, La., secretary; and 
Patricia Allen, Briarcrest Baptist School 
System, Memphis, treasurer.

Meetings of the association will be held in 
conjunction with the annual Southern Baptist 
Convention and the Christian School Manage
ment Seminar sponsored annually by the Sun
day School Board.

William Keel dies
William A. Keel, 86, retired Tennessee Bap

tist pastor and college professor, died Mar. 10 
at Donelson Hospital in Nashville.

Active in Baptist work throughout his life, 
Keel was pastor of several small churches 
near Jackson, Philippy Baptist Church near 
Tiptonville, and First Baptist Church in 
Cleveland. Additionally he was a professor of 
Bible at Union University in Jackson and 
Carson-Newman College in Jefferson City. He 
also served on the faculty at Mercer Universi
ty in Macon, Ga. Other churches he led were 
in Indiana, Mississippi, and Kentucky.

In the mid-fifties, he was president of 
Mississippi Baptist Seminary in Jackson. In 
1959, the late Tennessee Governor Buford Ell
ington appointed Keel to conduct a special 
White House study on the problems of the 
aged in the Volunteer State.

Funeral services were held at First Baptist 
Church in Donelson with Pastor Ralph Harris 
and former state evangelism director F.M. 
Dowell officiating.

Survivors include his wife: Mrs. Birdie 
Durham Keel, Donelson; three sons, David 
Keel and Pinckney D. Keel, both of Nashville, 
and Bill Keel, Washington, D.C.; five grand
children, and one great grandchild.
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Calif. Southern Baptists join 
in relief help after floods

SAN JACINTO, Calif. (BP)-Southern Bap
tists are supplying manpower and money to 
help Californians clean up tons of silt dumped 
on their homes and businesses by February 
floodwaters.

Three persons died, and approximately 
4,000 of the community’s 6,000 residents were 
forced to evacuate their homes when the San 
Jacinto River levee broke under the strain of 
torrential downpours, said Paul Adkins, 
director of Christian social ministries for the 
Southern Baptist Home Mission Board.

“The Home Mission Board has sent a check 
for $5,000 to the Southern Baptist General 
Convention of California, designated for 
emergency relief in the San Jacinto/Himet 
area to be used by the local coordinator,” 

' Adkins said. “Further funds will be sent as 
needs are determined.”

First Southern Baptist Church of nearby 
Himet became a center of Southern Baptist 
relief efforts. While approximately 85 local 
Baptists worked around the clock in relief ef
forts, about 120 persons lived in the church’s 
building for up to six days, waiting to move in 
with friends and relatives.

Edd Brown, California Brotherhood direc
tor and coordinator of disaster relief, and 
Norman Godfrey, director of the SBC 
Brotherhood Commission’s ministries sec
tion, Memphis, are coordinating the im
plementation of several disaster relief units 
from throughout the Southern Baptist Con
vention. At least 100 volunteers are expected 
to join these crews, Adkins said.

“The people here have lost everything,” 
Brown reported. He said about 600 to 700 per
sons were without housing.

Members of First Southern in Himet, who

Economy 'scales down' conference 
on volunteerism in home missions

ATLANTA (BP) — Mission U.S. ’80s, plann
ed as a national festival on volunteers and 
volunteerism, has been “scaled down” after 
economic uncertainties limited advance 
registration.

The meeting was aimed at bringing past, 
present, and future volunteers to Atlanta, 
April 24-27,1980, for a national rally and infor
mational sessions on the “how-to” and 
“where-to” of missions.

Because of limited advance registration, 
the major thrust of the meeting has been 
dropped, but other sectors which were to take 
part have continued with plans to meet.

While the major meeting will not be held, 
sessions for directors of religious education, 
laypersons in evangelism, and the Alabama 
and Georgia Campers on Mission groups will 
be held as planned.

Mission Service Corps, a major Southern 
Baptist Convention plan to recruit and assign
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have not been affected by the flooding, were 
being organized by Brown to provide relief 
assistance. “The shock is over, and the 
realization that they have lost everything has 
begun to sink in,” he said.

Brown’s Fresno office began alerting the 
state convention’s network of trained disaster 
relief volunteers. Brown said he needed 30 
volunteers a day to provide relief assistance 
to the understaffed Red Cross group.

“Primarily public facilities—roads, sewer 
systems, utilities, service type things—have 
been affected throughout southern California. 
There is considerable damage to private 
homes,” Brown explained. The affected areas 
include Los Angeles, Ventura, Orange, San 
Diego, Santa Barbara, and Riverside Coun
ties.

“As far as we know, there has not been a 
church affected,” Brown said. “Most all the 
damage has been along the coast and the hill 
areas and in areas under development where 
the land is susceptible to the heavy rains,” he 
said.

Several directors of missions in the affected 
areas reported that although no churches 
were damaged, a number of Baptist families 
were displaced after their homes were hit by 
mudslides and/or flooding.

In south San Diego, Calvary Southern Bap
tist Church was continuing to serve as a crisis 
evacuation center and command post for 
police and disaster relief officials following 
flooding from the Tijuana Dam.

Since late January, church members have 
been providing clothing, bedding, and 
foodstuff for the 200 families displaced by the 
several weeks of continued flooding, pastor 
Jim Ingram reported.

volunteers, will not participate in the scaled 
down meeting, but will instead hold an orien
tation session for newly assigned volunteers 
and other interested persons.

“The meeting was aimed primarily at 
laypersons who would be expected to pay 
their own travel costs and expenses. Ap
parently, the economic conditions stopped 
many people from attending,” said William 
G. Tanner, executive director-treasurer of 
the Home Mission board.

Tanner cited increasing costs of fuel — 
predicted to reach $1.50 per gallon by late 
spring — as well as expected increases in 
other modes of travel and lodging as factors 
in the limited registration.

One of the sectors planning to participate in 
Mission U.S. ’80s was a meeting of directors 
of religious education from across the nation. 
The meeting — “The Gift of Your Life” — will 
be expanded but moved from the Atlanta 
Civic Center and Biltmore Hotel to facilities 
at Wieuca Road Baptist Church, Atlanta.

The meeting for laypersons in evangelism, 
sponsored by the evangelism section at the 
Home Mission Board, will launch a project 
aimed at recruiting 1,000 volunteers to work 
in evangelism during the decade of the 1980s. 
Several conferences over a three-day period 
will emphasize the role of the volunteer in all 
aspects of evangelism, according to Reid 
Hardin, director of evangelism support at the 
board.

The sectors planning to meet — the 
religious educators and laypersons in 
evangelism — will hold a joint meeting at 
Wieuca Road Baptist Church, Friday night, 
April 25, which will feature the thrust of 
volunteers and volunteerism.

The third sector, Alabama and Georgia 
Campers on Mission, will hold their meeting 
in Stone Mountain Park near Atlanta, but has 
changed dates to April 25-27.

Mission Service Corps will hold its orienta
tion session in Ignatius House in Atlanta, 
April 21-25. David Bunch, coordinator of MSC 
for the Home Mission Board, said persons in
terested in volunteerism or in MSC are in
vited to attend.

UNIFORM SERIES
Lesson for March 23

Pontius Pilate
By William L. Blevins, professor of religion 

Carson-Newman College, Jefferson City
Basic Passage: John 18:28-19:16
Focal Passage: John 19:1-11

Pontius Pilate was a small-time individual 
whose memory has persisted over the cen
turies because he crossed paths with a truly 
significant person.

We don’t know very much about Pilate 
himself. He is mentioned by only one Roman 
writer and that is in 
connection with Jesus. 
Philo, a Jewish 
philosopher, and 
Josephus, a Jewish 
historian, made pass
ing references to him. 
They both portray 
Pilate as an inept ruler 
of unsavory character.

We do know, in this 
regard, that Pilate 
was appointed Procu Blevins
rator over Judea in A.D. 26, but was removed 
from that office 10 years later because of his 
ineptness. The fact that we remember him at 
all is because .of his involvement in Jesus’ 
trial and execution.

An attempt at justice
The Sanhedrin in first century Palestine did 

not have the authority to sentence anyone to 
death. For this reason, the Jewish authorities 
brought Jesus to Pilate. Only the Roman 
court had the power of life and death. The 
Biblical text is clear that Jesus’ captors were 
not interested in a fair trial. They merely 
wanted Pilate to pronounce the death 
sentence (John 18:28-31).

The Jewish leaders introduced Jesus to 
Pilate as an “evil doer” (John 18:30). This 
really meant that they were charging Jesus 
with treason (Luke 23:1-3). They accused him 
of being a revolutionary who wanted to lead 
Palestinian freedom-fighters in a rebellion 
against Rome. Apparently, Pilate interpreted 
“evil doer” in this way, for he questioned 
Jesus about His claims to be a king (John 
18:33). Jesus answered that He was a king, 
but not in the literal sense (John 18:34-37). He 
had come only to bear witness to the truth, not 
to establish a political kingdom.

Pilate’s response (“What is truth?”) pro
bably was not a philosophical question. He 
was merely asking, “What is the truth in this 
matter? Is Jesus guilty of treason as they 
charge? Or is he just some religious 
prophet?” In any event, Pilate found no 
evidence to substantiate the accusation that 
Jesus was guilty of political resistance 
against Rome (John 18:38). Consequently, he 
attempted to release Jesus in three different 
ways.

Pilate first attempted to release Jesus by 
offering a trade to the Jewish authorities. He 
proposed to execute Barabbas, who was guil
ty of treason, instead of Jesus (John 18:39-40). 
The text calls Barabbas a “robber” (John 
18:40), but the word really means “revolu
tionary.” The Jewish authorities, however, 
preferred Barabbas over Jesus (John 18:40).

Pilate’s second second attempt to release 
Jesus was a bit more harsh. He had Jesus 
scourged (John 19:1-5). He thought this 
punishment would satisfy the Jews. Yet he 
was mistaken, for the Jews again demanded 
Jesus’ death (John 19:6).

Pilate again questioned Jesus, but was con
vinced of His innocence (John 19:9-11). And 
again he sought to release Him (John 19:12). 
Yet a third time, his efforts failed.

Political blackmail
Following his attempts to release a man he 

believed to be innocent, Pilate finally ac
quiesced to the Jewish demand. He sentenced 
Jesus to death. Why? The Jewish authorities 
threatened to blackmail Pilate. They prom
ised to tell the emperor that Pilate released a 
prisoner guilty of treason (John 19:12).

Such a charge would blemish Pilate’s 
record. It would question his loyalty to Rome. 
It would become an obstacle in his plans to 
climb the Roman political ladder.

Faced with these alternatives, Pilate 
thought it was more prudent for himself to 
sacrifice Jesus. The bottom line was clear. 
Pilate cared more for his own career than he 
did about dispensing justice. So he sur
rendered to the Jewish demand.

The story about Pilate is not a nice one. It 
underlines how cowardice and compromise 
can breed injustice. In this particular in
stance, these two elements contributed to the 
political intrigue that put Jesus on the cross.

To be sure, Pilate was not the only person in 
history to reject Jesus because he placed a 
higher value on his won ambitions. He was not 
the first person who was cowardly in his sup
port of Jesus, or who compromised away any 
positive relationship with Jesus. Nor will he 
be the last.

One important question each of us must ask 
ourselves is, “Will the cowardice and com
promise stop with me?”

Carson-Newman launches 
’on the road' approach

JEFFERSON CITY—“Carson-Newman 
College on the Road,” a new approach of 
sending representatives of the college’s finan
cial aid, admissions, and church relations 
departments to prospective students, has 
been launched by Carson-Newman.

One of the primary goals of the program is 
to let prospective students and their parents 
know how affordable a quality, Christian 
liberal arts education really is, according to a 
spokesman for the Baptist college.

The program has been scheduled this 
spring at Baptist churches throughout the 
east Tennessee area. Coordinated by the 
school’s church relations office, the program 
will allow prospective students to explore the 
many financial aid programs available to 
them at Carson-Newman.

Representatives of the admissions depart
ment will be on hand to assist interested pros
pects with the application procedure for ad
mission to the college and to discuss the 
educational, spiritual, social, and athletic op
portunities available at Carson-Newman.

Baptist hospital praised
BANGALORE, India—The minister of 

health for the state of Karnataka, India, in 
which Bangalore Baptist Hospital is located, 
has complimented the hospital’s growing 
outreach in community development through 
the training of village health workers.

He also has expressed willingness on behalf 
of the state government to cooperate with 
Baptist Hospital in its planned expansion of 
the hospital’s community development pro
gram.

“God is our refuge and strength, a 
very present help in trouble” (Psa. 
46:1).
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LIFE AND WORK SERIES
Lesson for Sunday, March 23

Keeping the vision alive
By John Lee Taylor, pastor 

West Jackson Baptist Church, Jackson 
Basic Bassage: Hebrews 10:19-12:2
Focal Passage: Hebrews 10:23-25; 32-35; 11:13-16

The lesson today continues the theme of 
how New Testament Christians dealt with 
specific problems in their churches. This 
lesson focuses on the problem of keeping the 
fires of enthusiasm burning brightly.

The author of Hebrews, like a spiritual 
cheerleader, shouts to 
the members of the 
fledgling Christian 
movement: “Get 
Fired Up! ” and “Keep 
Fired Up! The need 
for keeping the vision 
alive became more ap
parent as Christianity 
moved into second and 
third generation 
believers.

Echoing the wisdom Taylor
of the Old Testament, the selected study 
passages today say, “Where there is no vi
sion, the people perish” (Proverbs 29:18 
KJV).

Before moving to the Scriptural excerpts 
from Hebrews, a brief introduction of this 
New Testament book will be helpful. The book 
is addressed to Christian believers with a 
Jewish background for these were 
“Hebrews.” The author is unknown although 
there are several theories about the writer’s 
identity.

The ability and character of the writer may 
be learned from the content of Hebrews. He 
was a person of keen insight, educational 
training, and strong faith. He had a conviction 
that God had revealed Himself in Christ and 
the salvation He brought was for everyone 
everywhere. The author saw the church as 
the means of telling this good news, of ex
pressing itself both in evangelism and mis
sions. The shadowy threat of persecution 
hands over the book.

In the teeth of possible persecution, wean
ing enthusiasm, and on erosion of boldness 
and courage, the divinely inspired author 
says, “Let us go on.” Keep the Son in your 
eyes and move forward.

Exhortations - 10:23-25
The section of 10:22-24 contains four exhor

tations: “Let us draw near;” “let us hold 
fast;” “let us consider one another;” and 
negatively, “let us not forsake the assembling 
of ourselves together.” It is interesting to 
observe how there is a subtle weaving of the 
virtues of faith, hope, and love into these ex
hortations.

The word, “exhort,” means to build up, to 
lift up, to strengthen, and to encourage. The 
author is concerned that the faith of the 
Hebrew Christians be kept growing and that 
their vision be bright and fresh. He is as
serting that the Christians must keep on keep
ing on. A famous football coach said it like 
this: “When the going gets tough, the tough 
get going.”

These exhortations involved both belief and 
behavior, faith and works. To keep the vision 
alive required being and doing. It was a life
style that shared in the lives of others with 
love, kindness, hope, fellowship, and en
couragement.

Endurance - 10:32-35
Soon after the recipients of Hebrews had 

been converted, they had experienced severe 
persecution. Illustrating their response to 
persecution with an athletic analogy, the 
author compared them to strong wrestlers 
who stood strong and firm.

Not only did they endure oppression with a 
grounded faith, but they responded to it with 
joy. They had rejoiced to be counted worthy to 
suffer for the Lord.

They are reminded to recall how they had 
lived in those former days. They had done it 
before, now they could do it again. There was 
no room or reason for turning back, for they 
had decided to follow Jesus.

Encouragers - 11:13-16)
The eleventh chapter of Hebrews is the

great faith chapter of the New Testament. 
The chapter has been called the roll call of the 
faithful. The author acknowledges that he seeking ways committed Southern Baptist lay
cannot include all the men and women who 
deserve to be included among these faithful 
stalwarts of conviction.

In verses 13-16, there is a discussion in 
general of the faith of those named in the 
preceding five verses. These heroes of faith 
believed that God would keep his promise 
made to them.

Two distinct and meaningful words are 
used to describe these Old Testament patriar
chs: strangers and exiles. Exiles mean those 
who are not at home or who stay somewhere 
else temporarily. These wanderers had no 
permanent home, but they never gave any in
dication of returning to their original dwelling 
places. They trusted their future to the pro
mises of God. He does not call them to retreat, 
but He leads them forward toward the “city 
not made with hands, eternal in the heavens” 
(see verse 16).

Therefore, these bold ones of the faith stand 
as encouragers to the early Christians and to 
us having shown that our vision of the future 
is kept alive by our resting in the truth of His 
Word and our trusting in the reliability of His 
promises.

Volunteer improves; 
another hospitalized

RICHMOND, Va. (BP)-Milford Doss Jr. ,a
Baptist layman who contracted cerebral 
malaria while involved in evangelistic efforts 
in Nigeria, has been released from the 
Veterans Administration Hospital, Lex
ington, Ky., and continues to improve daily, 
his wife says.

Doss was originally treated for malaria at 
the University of Kentucky Hospital, Lex
ington, but was transferred to the veterans 
hospital to continue treatment for pneumonia.

Another member of the team, Wiley B. Faw 
Jr., was hospitalized with the same type of 
malaria for nearly a week in early February 
and then released.

Faw said March 10 he will enter the hospital 
for treatment of schistosomiasis, a parasitic 
disease which affects many internal organs. 
He said that his doctors believe he most likely 
contacted this illness during a 1978 visit to 
Nigeria because of the number of parasites 
that have developed.

Faw said despite his illnesses he would like 
to return to Nigeria next year. “It is a tremen
dous thing for a missionary kid to get to go 
back to his own country as a minister of God, 
ministering to a people he has grown up 
with,” he said. The senior Faw is a Southern 
Baptist missionary stationed in Gombe, 
Nigeria.
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Missionaries request volunteer 
to fill unusual post in Mauritius

CUREPIPE, Mauritius—Southern Baptist 
missionaries in Maritius are seeking a 
humane education officer, an athletic coach, 
and an agriculturalist to serve as the first 
mission volunteers on this Indian Ocean 
island.

The desire for the humane education of
ficer, the first ever requested through the 
Southern Baptist Foreign Mission Board, 
shows that missionaries “are continually 

persons can have a significant ministry in ex
panding the career missionaries’ sphere of in
fluence and witness,” said James W. Cecil, 
associate consultant for laymen overseas of 
the Southern Baptist Foreign Mission Board.

J.D. Shuja, the honorary secretary of the 
Mauritius Society for the Prevention of Cruel
ty to Animals, told missionary Norman Wood 
that this volunteer is needed to organize kind-

Evangelism efforts 
grow in Argentina

ROSARIO, Argentina —Major City
Evangelism in the Rosario Baptist Associa
tion continued on schedule in this city of one 
million as church members participated in 
their second spiritual growth congress.

More than 800 people, representing 32 
churches in the association, were present dur
ing the closing session. The enlargement 
campaign does not necessarily emphasize 
larger Sunday School classes, enrollment, or 
church membership, but does attempt to help 
church members grow spiritually. Later the 
association will conduct a stewardship em
phasis, helping churches know how to ade
quately support pastors.

David Haney, director of special lay 
ministries of the Southern Baptist 
Brotherhood Commission, and Ervin E. 
Hastey, associate consultant in evangelism 
and church development of the Southern Bap
tist Foreign Mission Board, were on hand for 
the growth congress. Hastey has been work
ing with the program since 1977, helping the 
association to formulate goals and objectives, 
and is serving as consultant to the association 
for the MCE program.

Plans through 1980 for the Rosario cam
paign include giving public concerts; pre
senting testimonies by athletes, musicians, 
and professional people; and providing cam
paign coverage by means of radio, TV, and 
newspapers to saturate Rosario with the 
gospel.

Vacation This Summer in Beautiful

HAWAII
Only $699.00 (8 days and 7 nights)

Departing City 
Nashville 
Chattanooga 
Knoxville 

Date 
June 24 
July 1 
July 1

Price Includes
• Roundtrip jet airfare via United Airlines DC8 Charter from 
departure city • 7 nights accommodations at the beautiful 
Sheraton Princess Kaiulani Hotel (across the street from
Waikiki Beach) • Inflight meals • Inflight stereo • Lei
greeting • Roundtrip transfers from airport to 
hotel • Gratuities for baggage handling • First morning 
orientation breakfast.
Make that dream Vacation come true. Join Earl and Bobbie 
Wilson and Jim and Lib McCluskey on their 7th tour to Hawaii.

For additional Information and a colorful brochure write 
HAWAII — P.O. Box 12185 — Knoxville, TN 37912 
or call toll free from anywhere in Tennessee, 1-800-362-9697

ness clubs to teach humane education, 
respect for life, and responsibility for pets 
and animals while training a national to con
tinue the program. Additional duties may in
clude teaching Bible study groups, witness
ing, working with youth and assisting Wood 
and his wife Jeanie, the only Southern Baptist 
missionaries on Mauritius.

The athletic coach will teach basketball and 
field and track to young people and trainee 
coaches, while the agriculturalist will advise 
people, mostly in rural villages, on vegetable 
production for home use.

by
DIRECT FROM THE 
FACTORY—PEWS, PULPIT 
TABLES, CHAIRS, FIBRE- 
GLASS BAPTISTRIES AND 
CLASSROOM EQUIPMENT

CHURCH FURNITURE
LINDSEY

PHONE 615-762-2249 

BOX 429 

LAWRENCEBURG, TENN. 38464

STEEPLES 
AND 

BAPTISTRIES

Box 133 Phone 278-7060 
Dalton, Ga. 30720

Write or Call For Free Color Brochure

L. EDWARD AND 
LEON WILLIAMS, 

CONTRACTORS
Specializing in Church Building 

Total Turn Key Type Construction 
or Remodeling 

Architectural Services Available 
Serving Blount, Knox and 

Surrounding Counties
Alcoa 

615-982-1885
Knox 

615-524-4133
356 S. Calderwood St., 

Alcoa, TN 37701

Return 
July 2 
July 9 
July 9
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'Man's' best friend helps woman get through seminary
By Leigh Warren

LOUISVILLE, Ky.—If awards were given 
for the most unusual way of paying for a 
seminary education, Jan Humphreys, a third 
year theology and religious education student 
from Herrin, Ill., would definitely be a can
didate.

Jan, along with her cocker spaniel, Brandy, 
raises puppies to help finance her education 
at Southern Baptist Theological Seminary, 
Louisville, Ky.

Brandy became a member of Jan’s family 
in 1976. Soon after the cocker’s arrival, Jan 
had a brainstorm: why not let Brandy help 
pay for some of her expenses? Brandy, quite 
willing to oblige, has given Jan three litters of 
puppies—a litter of four in 1977, six in 1978, 
and five on January 4,1980.

Jan became interested in such a project 
while growing up on a farm in Illinois. There 
she learned a great deal about taking care of 
animals while working with her father. She 
had a pet collie during grade school, and 

Medicare Supplement Information
TO: ALL MEDICARE MEMBERS

SUBJECT: NEW CHANGES IN MEDICARE THAT AFFECT YOU

Dear Medicare Member:

The Social Security Administration has recently announced certain changes that 
were made in the MEDICARE program — changes which will directly or indirectly 
affect every MEDICARE member.
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We will also furnish you with information about a 
program designed to help relieve the MEDI
CARE member funeral expense. Do you know 
that Social Security can help pay funeral ex
pense? This important information will be fur
nished without cost or obligation.

If you do not fully understand what benefits are payable under MEDICARE, please 
return the attached card at once so that we may furnish this vital information about 
the changes in MEDICARE, along with a detailed description of a privately spon-
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hoped to raise collie puppies in order to earn 
enough money to buy herself an Arabian 
horse, but the plans never worked out. Still, 
she never forgot her goal of raising puppies.

The long-awaited opportunity came when 
Brandy had her first litter in 1977. Since then 
her canine capers have kept the cash coming 
in and have made it possible for Jan to 
prepare for ministry at Southern seminary.

Due to Jan’s interest and skills in 
veterinary medicine, she is able to deliver 
and care for the puppies herself. She also 
gives the puppies their needed shots, which 
cuts down her expenses considerably.

Jan prefers to sell the puppies when they 
are 6-8 weeks old. “Everyone who comes to 
look at Brandy’s litter wants to take one 
home,” she says.

Brandy’s litter in December 1978 allowed 
Jan to go to the Florida Recreation Lab dur
ing January’s term of classes. Planning to 
breed Brandy again this summer, another lit
ter will allow her to study in Israel with the 
seminary group in December.

Jan entered Southern in February of 1978 
and hopes to graduate in May of 1981. She is 
especially interested in foreign missions and 
spent last summer working in a resort 
ministry in Hawaii.

At home in the areas of education, 
agriculture, and veterinary medicine, Jan

STUDYING DOGMA’—Seminary stu
dent Jan Humphreys takes time from 
her studies to care for Brandy and her 
latest litter.

Baptists give
to assist Ethiopian church

ADDIS ABABA, Ethiopia (BP)—Southern 
Baptist missionary V. Lynn Groce didn’t 
know the surprises in store for him when he 
decided to visit the largest Ethiopian Or
thodox church in Addis Ababa’s heavily 
populated market area.

Instead of the usual sparsely attended early 
morning mass, he saw the sanctuary filled. A 
monk preached a fiery sermon in a question- 
and-answer style that demanded vocal 
responses from the traditionally shy Or
thodox participants.

Groce left 500 Bible society Scripture tracts 
at the church that" day. Later he delivered 
another three sets of 2,000 tracts each, on the 
subjects of Easter, the way of salvation, and 
new life in Christ, for the church to distribute 
after early morning services.

Those 6,500 tracts were just a part of the 
156,500 tracts the Baptist mission (organiza
tion of Southern Baptist missionaries) in 
Ethiopia distributed in 1979 alone. Through 
Bible distribution and personal discipleship of 
individual believers, the missionaries are try
ing to prepare the church for the future in a 
Marxist country.

Groce, an agriculturist who now serves as 
mission administrator in the capital, and his 
wife Suzanne work with Southern Baptist mis
sionaries Jerry Bedsole, a veterinarian, and 
his wife Rosie in carrying out Bible and 
developmental ministries. They work 
alongside the Ethiopian Orthodox Church, the 
dominant church today in this country where 
Christianity dates back to the fourth century.

In the marketplace church, Groce saw 
many things that were not typical of Ethio
pian Orthodoxy, which has more ties with 
Judaism than to most Christian churches.

Bible studies were very well attended by 
youth in the morning and adults in the after
noon, although traditional Orthodox churches 
do not promote Bible study even by church 
leaders. Orthodox sanctuaries, modeled on 
Jewish temples, are considered very holy 
places, so Bible studies and other meetings 
are usually held out-of-doors or in other 
church buildings.

Groce noted that the few Bibles scattered 
around were obviously well used by people 
apparently very familiar with the Scriptures. 

says missionaries “are needed very badly. 
I’m not sure where I will be sent or what I will 
do, but I know doors will open.”

Chances are good that when doors for 
ministry do open for Jan, a pretty blonde 
cocker spaniel named Brandy will be by her 
side.

They’re both “dogmatic” about one thing: 
a dog is not just a man’s best friend.

HISTORICALLY
FROM THE FILES

50 YEARS AGO
A city-wide B.Y.P.U. training school 

was held in Nashville with approx
imately 500 young people enrolled.

Grace Baptist Church, Nashville, 
celebrated its 20th anniversary. C.D. 
Creasman preached at the morning ser
vice and L.S. Ewton at the night ser
vice.

10 YEARS AGO
William G. Wilson began his duties as 

pastor of Brentwood Baptist Church, 
Brentwood.

James W. Hatley became pastor of 
Second Baptist Church, Memphis. 
Prior to going to Memphis, he held the 
position of supervisor in the adult sec
tion of the church training department, 
Baptist Sunday School Board.

Bible tracts

The monk led the study that day from 
Revelations 3:1-6, the message to the church 
at Sardis: “I don’t know that you have the 
reputation of being alive, even though you are 
dead: so wake up, and strengthen what you 
have before it dies completely.” This was his 
message to his own congregation.

He also turned to John 3:16 and preached 
Jesus Christ as the only means of salvation. 
“None of these things we do here mean 
anything by comparison—only belief in Jesus 
will save you,” he said. He then challenged 
the adults to educate their children in Chris
tian things before it was too late.

After the Bible study, Groce and the monk 
met with a development planning committee 
of laymen who want to have a handcraft 
school to help support the church and some of 
its poorer members. Groce formerly worked 
alongside Southern Baptist missionaries who 
operated a handcraft school in the rural Menz 
district. The planning committee asked 
Groce’s advice and help with their project 
and requested more Bibles to use during Bible 
study periods.

While Groce distributes Scriptures to 
churches and through other outlets, Bedsole 
gives Scripture portions to each person who 
brings an animal for treatment in his daily 
clinics.

By working together the Groces and Bed
soles distributed almost 7,000 Bibles or New 
Testaments and 27,700 Scripture portions in 
addition to the tracts in 1979. The Bible Socie
ty of Ethiopia provided 136,400 of those tracts.

A mandatory literacy campaign in Ethiopia 
has made their job easier. The newly literate 
are hungry for simple reading material. Quite 
often, as a result of a policy by the former 
regime to surpress languages other than the 
national language, Amharic people could not 
get any reading material in their own 
language.

After years of struggle in translation work, 
the Bible Society of Ethiopia has a number of 
new materials coming out in tribal languages. 
Most important are those materials designed 
for new readers. The Baptist mission has 
been able to distribute only 2,000 of these 
because they are sold to eager readers within 
a matter of hours after they come from the 
publishers.


