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Royal Ambassadors to get awards, 
hear missionaries at state meet

Two Chattanooga Royal Ambassadors and 
a Joel ton RA are scheduled to receive the na
tional service aide award under the Southern
Baptist Convention RA Program in special 
ceremonies in Memphis next week. The 
young men will receive the awards at the 
26th state Royal Am
bassador Congress, 
April 4-5 at East Park 
Baptist Church in that 
city.
The three are: Wayne 

Woody and Mark Press- 
ley, both of Chatta
nooga; and Rusty Fitz
gerald, Joelton. The 
presentation will be 
made by Kenny Rains, 
state RA director. Ring

Also featured at the congress, which will 
run from 8:30 a.m. Friday until noon on Satur
day, will be mission activities, mission educa
tion, and conferences. 
Woody Watkins, direc
tor of missions for 
Hamilton County Asso
ciation, and David 
Ring, evangelist from 
Kansas City, Mo., will 
speak on commitment 
as Christians and op
portunities for witness.

Former missionaries 
scheduled to appear 
are: Jim Hatley, Mex Watkins

ico; Ann Margrett, Argentina; Marsha King,

Acteens to hold commissioning
at April summit conferences

Over 1,700 Tennessee Acteens have 
registered for the 1980 State Acteens’ Summit 
Meeting to be held in Gatlinburg, April 3-5, ac
cording to Mary Jane Nethery, state 
Woman’s Missionary Union director
treasurer. Registration for that conference 
has closed.

A companion conference has been schedul
ed for Jackson on April 11-13. The conference 
will meet at First Baptist Church.

In addition to missionaries, state leaders, 
and Acteens’ personnel, both conferences will 
feature the commissioning by the Home Mis
sion Board of the first group of Acteens from 
the Volunteer State who will serve under a 
special mission program this summer.

Linda Knott, interim Acteens director for 
the state, explained that 39 young women will 
be commissioned under the Acteens Ac
tivators program, sponsored jointly by the 
Southern Baptist Convention Woman’s Mis
sionary Union and the Home Mission Board. 
Thirty-nine girls are expected to be commis
sioned.

Missions will be explored through con
ferences on work in India, Argentina, Colom
bia, Uganda, Brazil, Israel, the Phillipines, 
Florida, seaman’s ministry, internationals, 
Mexico, Tennessee, and Indonesia.

Juliette Mather, who served with SBC 
Woman’s Missionary Union for 35 years, will 
speak at the summit meetings. Miss Mather 
served the denomination as young people’s 
secretary. After her retirement, she accepted 
the invitation of the Japan Baptist Mission to 
teach at Seinan Gakuin. After two years in 
that country, she answered an emergency 
call from Taiwan and continued to teach there 

Lake Placid, N.Y.; Phillip Lawrence, South 
Dakota; Jerry Duffey, Cumberland Gap 
Association; Charlie Warren, Lusaka, Zam
bia; Doug Cather, Ghana; and Bob Beaty, 
Rhodesia.

Mission education will also be presented 
through conferences, advancement instruc
tion, awards, projects, and displays.

Roger Lowery Scott, state RA president, 
Chattanooga, will preside at the sessions.

Joelton youth earns 
R. A. service award

Rusty Fitzgerald, a member of First Bap
tist Church in Joelton, has earned five service 
aide awards under the Royal Ambassador 
Program of the Southern Baptist Convention. 

His work, in the areas of education, 
ministry, worship, witness, and application, 
required a minimum 
of 750 hours of service.

Fitzgerald earned 
$1,200 in scholarships 
for the work. The 
scholarships may be 
used in any partici
pating Southern Bap
tist college.

Fitzgerald is the son 
of Mr. and Mrs. John 
Fitzgerald. He plans to 
attend Belmont Col Fitzgarald

lege, where he will study business ad
ministration.

in the universities and at the Baptist 
Seminary. Later she went to the Orient to help 
in the work of the Baptist Press in Hong Kong. 
Since 1968 when she returned to the states, she 
has been speaking and writing.

Participating in the commissioning ser
vices will be: Randall Bradley, missionary on 
furlough from the Phillipines, and Burt 
Dyson, missionary on furlough from Nigeria.

Miss Nethery suggested that those Acteens 
groups which were unable to obtain reserva
tions at Galinburg register for the Jackson 
meeting.

Carter signs law tripling 
yearly refugee admissions

WASHINGTON (BP)-Stating that the 
United States has a “long tradition as a 
haven for people uprooted by persecution 
and political turmoil,” President Carter 
has signed into law a liberalized refugee 
act.

Carter said the law establishes “a new 
admissions policy that will permit fair and 
equitable treatment of refugees...regard
less of their country of origin.”

The president noted that while in the 
past most refugee resettlement has been 
undertaken by private groups, the large 
numbers of refugees arriving now dictate 
that the federal government’s role in the 
effort be expanded.

The new law nearly triples the number 
of refugees admitted annually to the U. S.

SEMINAR FOR CHURCH TRAINERS — Don Mauldin (left), director of adult church 
training work for the Tennessee Baptist Convention, and Johnnie Hall, director of 
the TBC's church training department, were among the 200 participants in a 
church training seminar at the Sunday School Board's Church Program Training 
Center. Roy Edgemon (right), directs the board's church training department.

Administration officials
oppose spy ban on clergy

WASHINGTON (BP)-Two Carter ad
ministration officials testified before the 
House Permanent Select Committee on In
telligence against a legislated prohibition of 
the use of clergy or religious institutions by 
the Central Intelligence Agency.

CIA Director Stansfield Turner said a pro
hibition against intelligence relationships 
with members of religious, media, or 
academic organizations would be an ‘‘unwar
ranted limitation of flexibility.”

“There can arise unique circumstances in 
which intelligence relationships with 
members of these institutions are not only 
warranted, but may be the only means 
available for accomplishing important in
telligence objectives,” Turner said.

Admiral Daniel J. Murphy, deputy under 
secretary of defense for policy, labeled any 
“outright ban” on the use of religious, media, 
or educational organizations “unwise.” 

from 17,000 to 50,000. Congress will review 
the new annual limit in three years.

Besides the 50,000 refugees to be admit
ted, the law allows another 270,000 im
migrants to come to the country each year. 
Immigrants are defined as those who 
leave their native lands voluntarily, while 
refugees are persons forced to leave for a 
variety of reasons, including war and 
political and religious persecution.

Another section of the act includes crea
tion of the office of U. S. Coordinator for 
Refugee Affairs, to be appointed by the 
president and confirmed by the Senate. In 
addition, the law creates within the new 
Department of Health and Human 
Resources (formerly HEW) an office of 
refugee resettlement.

Both Turner and Murphy called for regula
tion of the relationships between clergy, 
media, and academic persons and the in
telligence community by executive branch 
guidelines, rather than by statute.

Their testimony conflicts with the positions 
taken recently by several members of the 
religious community, including the Baptist 
Joint Committee on Public Affairs and the 
Southern Baptist Convention’s Foreign Mis
sion Board.

The position of these Baptist groups calls 
for a direct prohibition of the use of clergy as 
informants as well as an outright ban on 
members of the intelligence community pos
ing as clergy.

The House committee and the Senate Select 
Committee on Intelligence are considering a 
massive charter bill for the intelligence com
munity introduced by Sen. Walter D. Hud
dleston, as S.2284 and Rep. Edward P. 
Boland, as H.R.6588.

This bill, the result of several years of 
discussion and debate between administra
tion and congressional leaders, prohibits the 
use of a relationship with a religious organiza
tion to establish cover for intelligence ac
tivities but does not specifically prohibit use 
of clergy as informants.

A more recent bill introduced by Rep. Les 
Aspin is closer to satisfying the Baptist posi
tions.

A spokesman for Aspin said the Wisconsin 
congressman’s bill (H.R.6820) contains a 
peacetime prohibition of the use of religious, 
media, academic, and other groups as a 
source of cover as well as any “paid relation
ship for the collection of information for in
telligence.”

In introducing his bill, Aspin said, “I do not 
think Americans should have to wonder 
whether the priests they deal with, the pro
fessors who guide their research, or the 
newsmen who govern so much of our informa
tion about the world, are secretly employed 
by the CIA.”
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Conference packs the house 
despite last-minute changes

FORT WORTH, Tex. (BP)—A bevy of high- 
powered speakers emphasized the authority 
and power of the Scriptures in a Bible con
ference at Southwestern Baptist Theological 
Seminary, but told participants it’s living the 
Bible that counts.

The three-day Bible conference originally 
was to have been jointly sponsored by the 
seminary and planners of a series of Heart of 
America Bible Conferences initiated last fall 
by Evangelist James Robison and W.A. 
Criswell, pastor of First Baptist Church, 
Dallas, to affirm the authority of the Scrip
ture and call for spiritual renewal.

But seminary President Russell Dilday Jr., 
Citing “programming conflicts” with 
Robison, dropped him from the program and 
announced in February that the seminary 
would take over sole sponsorship of the event.

Criswell, who had a recent heart attack and 
is still under doctor’s advice to curtail ac
tivities, didn’t attend the conference. Another 
invited speaker, Southern Baptist Convention 
President Adrian Rogers, was still recovering 
from gall bladder surgery and did not attend.

The speakers, all Southwestern seminary 
graduates, who took the podium before pack
ed audiences of 1,200 to 1,400 in the seminary’s 
Truett Auditorium, focused on the theme 
“Communicating the Message of the Bible in 
the ’80s.”

Bailey Smith, pastor of First Southern Bap
tist Church in Del City, Okla., described the 
role of the minister as a paradox. Though a 
man of limited abilities, the minister is tap
ped into an unlimited source, he said.

Smith challenged the audience, composed

Government officials 
to address Baptists

Baptists in central Tennessee will be able to 
explore churches’ involvement in public af
fairs; government intrusion into the church; 
and churches, cults, and the first amendment 
at a public affairs conference scheduled to be 
held in Cleveland April 7-8.

Sponsored by Bradley County Association, 
the sessions are expected to hear Steve 
Bivens, state House of Representatives; Ben 
Longley, senator from Cleveland; James 
Wood, Baptist Joint Committee on Public Af
fairs; and Jerry Self, Tennessee Baptist Con
vention.

Raleigh Brady, director of missions for the 
association, said anyone in the state is urged 
to attend. “Baptists must begin to get the 
message that our churches are going to have 
to become involved in public affairs in the 
future,” he said.

The April 7 sessions will be held at Calvary 
Baptist Church in Cleveland beginning at 7 
p.m. Tuesday’s meeting will be held at 10 
a.m. at Westwood Baptist Church in that city.

Baptists to get help 
in preparing wills

The first association-sponsored estate plan
ning conferences for Tennessee Baptists will 
be held in Carroll-Benton Association April 8, 
according to James Humphreys Jr., director 
of missions.

The conferences will be held in two loca
tions: First Baptist Church in Camden and 
First Baptist Church in McKenzie. The 
Camden meeting will be at 10 a.m., with the 
McKenzie conference at 7 p.m.

Humphreys said the conferences are 
designed to assist persons in the preparation 
of Christian wills. Clyde Watson, Camden at
torney, will lead the session at Camden; and 
John Ellis, retired vice-president of Third Na
tional Bank in Nashville, will speak to the 
McKenzie group. Ernest Pippin, associate ex
ecutive secretary and trust officer, Tennessee 
Baptist Foundation, Brentwood, will also 
speak.

Humphreys emphasized that the con
ferences are open to anyone interested in 
preparing a will, regardless of their 
denominational affiliation.

almost exclusively of seminary faculty, 
students and family members, to capitalize 
on those things which God has to offer by fac
ing the confrontations of the new decade. “If 
you want more of the blessings of God, you 
will have to increase the battle,” he said.

James T. Draper Jr., pastor of First Baptist 
Church, Euless, Tex., said the challenge of 
the ’80’s is for God to build great 
“evangelistic lighthouses” and to use the Bi
ble as the blueprint.

“Preaching the authority of the Bible does 
not build evangelistic churches. We must 
believe it, but also live it,” Draper said.

William M. Pinson Jr., president of Golden 
Gate Baptist Theological Seminary, em
phasized that there’s no discrimination bet
ween proclaiming the gospel and applying the 
gospel. Although some call application of the 
Christian message “the social gospel” or 
“liberal,” it is just as important as 
evangelism in the life of the believer, he said.

Jimmy Allen, president of the Southern 
Baptist Radio and Television Commission, 
said he sees a new spiritual hunger and 
awakening in the world. While modern man 
may reject the witness at his door, he’s con
stantly turning his television dial, Allen said. 
He feels the church should use the media as 
an electronic arm to reach those it could not 
otherwise reach.

Church training leaders urged 
to equip people for the 1980s

NASHVILLE—More than 200 church train
ing leaders from 28 state Baptist conventions 
were urged to equip persons for ministry in 
the 1980s during a four-day seminar at the 
Sunday School Board’s Church Program 
Training Center here.

Addressing state leaders, special workers 
and local and associational church training 
leaders, Roy T. Edgemon, director of the 
board’s church training department shared 
the role of church training in Bold Mission 
Thrust.

“There are three billion people in the world

El Salvador mission 
acts with caution

SAN SALVADOR, El Salvador (BP)- 
Southern Baptist missionaries in politically 
troubled El Salvador are acting with caution 
as they go about their work in the capital city 
of San Salvador.

“We hope the worst is over, but we have our 
doubts,” said missionary Bill Stennett in a 
March 11 letter to the Southern Baptist 
Foreign Mission Board in Richmond, Va.

The Central America country has been in a 
state of turmoil for more than six months 
since a coup removed the right-wing govern
ment.

Missionaries are moving about with caution 
during the day, but “night travel is quite 
dangerous,” Stennett said, adding that the 
Baptist Bookstore and book deposit are 
“holding their own for the present.”

Stennett requested prayer for the situation 
in El Salvador.

Roy McClung to retire 
from Wayland presidency

PLAINVIEW, Tex. (BP)-Roy C. McClung, 
president of Wayland Baptist College here 
since 1963, announced he will retire as soon as 
the college trustees can find and install a new 
president—as early as July 1 and no later 
than Jan. 1.

McClung, 62, was pastor of First Baptist 
Church, Plainview, a post he had held since 
1958, when he became president of the school 
in 1963.

He was named president of the Wayland 
Foundation, the development arm of the col
lege, and will continue to work for the college 
in that area.

INFLATION CASUALTY—Work has 
been stopped for months on this new 
Baptist communications center in 
Buenos Aires, Argentina, because of 
a shortage of funds. J. Robert Burtis 
(foreground), chairman of the 
Southern Baptist missionaries in 
Argentina, says that the recording 
studio and other facilities which this 
building will house, are badly need
ed. But the unfinished building serves 
as a reminder of the nation's 180 per
cent inflation rate and the reduced 
buying power of the American dollar.

who have never heard the gospel” Edgemon 
said. Noting that Southern Baptists’ effort to 
reach everyone in the world with the gospel 
by the year 2000 “is a frightening task. We’re 
going to do it by equipping God’s people to do 
the work of ministry.

In sessions on training methods and 
philosophy, participants heard a variety of 
persons discuss contemporary and futuristic 
topics related to Christian education.

Ted Ward, professor of education at 
Michigan State University, said Christian 
teaching should take place in the context of 
life rather than in isolated classroom situa
tions and should focus on the learner.

Lucien Coleman, professor of religious 
education at Southern Baptist Theological 
Seminary, Louisville, said educational in
stitutions are expanding their schedules and 
course offerings to reach the rapidly increas
ing numbers of median and senior adults in 
the United States.

Calling the 1980’s “the greatest decade of 
adult teaching and training,” Coleman noted 
that in today’s society, people commonly 
change careers several times in their 
lifetimes, necessitating retraining and re
education.

To compete successfully with the “dazzling 
array” of training opportunities in the secular 
marketplace, he said churches must improve 
the quality of their teaching and training ef
forts.

Cothen hospitalized; 
malignancy found

Sunday School Board president Grady C. 
Cothen entered St. Thomas Hospital, 
Nashville, on Sunday (March 23) for treat
ment and possible surgery for an abdominal 
malignancy. The condition was discovered 
during routine tests completed last week.

Cothen, who has been president of the board 
since 1975, has cancelled all engagements for 
five weeks.

While he is recuperating, James Clark, ex
ecutive vice-president, will perform the 
duties of the president as specified in the 
bylaws of the Sunday School Board.

The Cothen family has requested that in
quiries about his condition be directed to the 
board’s executive office or the office of com
munications.
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Tennessee preacher 
acquitted in sex case

MADISONVILLE (BP)—A jury here ac
quitted James B. Dotson of all charges that he 
had homosexual relations with teenagers in 
1978 at a private Baptist youth camp he 
operated.

“God knew I wasn’t guilty,” the beaming 
Baptist preacher -declared, and family and 
friends broke into applause. They ran to him 
and took turns embracing him as they cried.

Chief prosecutor Richard Fisher said the 
fact that several of the state’s teen-age 
witnesses changed their testimony probably 
influenced the jury.

“I have faith in the jury system,” Fisher 
said. “Our witnesses, too many of them, just 
changed their stories. It was tough to expect 
the jury to accept their testimony.”

Defense lawyers had told the jury that the 
charges resulted from a conspiracy by others 
to lie about the 56-year-old Dotson and have 
his 72-acre Tellico Rivers Ministries Camp 
near Madisonville closed.

Dotson has six children, one of them 
adopted, and is pastor of the Washbum Street 
Baptist Church in Knoxville. He was accused 
of having or attempting homosexual relations 
in 1978 with James Woodby and Roy Moore, 
residents of the camp which Dotson ran until 
his September 1978 arrest.

Gladys Dotson, the minister’s wife, and his 
son, James Jr., testified that Dotson is an af
fectionate, caring man who has hosted church 
suppers, organized church activities for the 
needy, and often hugged family members.

“I submit to you that he’s been punished 
enough,” defense lawyer Robert Ritchie told 
jurors in his closing argument. “He’s been 
subjected to vilifacation and humiliation 
before his family and his friends. He will 
forever, even with acquittal, bear a brand of 
this trial.”

Witness Jerry Lankford, 16, retracted 
testimony against Dotson and told the court 
that a lesbian who worked at Dotson’s camp 
and testified for the state had threatened to 
beat him up if he did not make up things to tell 
authorities.

Garrison to retire 
as Georgia leader

ATLANTA (BP)—Searcy S. Garrison, ex
ecutive secretary-treasurer of the Georgia 
Baptist Convention executive committee 
since 1955, has announced his retirement ef
fective Dec. 31, 1980. I

Garrison made the surprise announcement 
to the Georgia Baptist executive committee, 
which had last year asked Garrison to con
tinue in office through 1982, when he would 
reach age 70.

However, Garrison told the executive com
mittee: “I am persuaded that it’s a part of 
wisdom for me to step aside according to the 
established policy of the executive committee 
and the convention.” That policy says that 
employees may retire at 65 but must retire at 
the end of the calendar year in which they 
reach 68. Garrison will be 68 in November.

Garrison has been chief administrative of
ficer for Georgia Baptists longer than any 
other executive secretary in Georgia history. 
He came to the position Jan. 1,1955, from the 
pastorate of Bull Street Baptist Church in 
Savannah and president of the Georgia Bap
tist Convention.

From 1955 through 1979 annual Cooperative 
Program gifts from Georgia Baptists have in
creased from $1.8-million to $12.7-million. 
During the same period total mission gifts 
through the executive secretary’s office have 
increased from slightly more than $3-million 
in 1954 to $27.3-million.

During Garrison’s tenure the Georgia Bap
tist Convention has completed four major 
capital improvement and endowment pro
grams, with a fifth program now underway. 
Seven Baptist student centers have been con
structed in Georgia, two assembly operations 
have been developed, and a $6-million Baptist 
center in northeast Atlanta was built.
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New budget, staff additions 
highlight seminary meeting

Southeastern trustees vote 
budget of $3.5-million

FORT WORTH, Texas (BP)-South- 
western Baptist Theological Seminary 
adopted a $9.6-million budget and elected 
seven new faculty members during their 
spring meeting.

The budget for the 1980-81 fiscal year is a 14 
percent increase over the current $8.4-million 
budget and includes salary increases of up to 
13 percent for faculty and staff.

According to Russell H. Dilday Jr., 
seminary president, 69 percent of the new 
budget will be used for educational instruc
tion. The Southern Baptist Convention 
Cooperative Program will provide 56 percent 
of the total.

The trustees elected five new faculty in 
theology, and one each in religious education 
and church music.

Thomas V. Brisco was elected instructor of 
Biblical backgrounds. Brisco currently is in
structor of religion at Ouachita Baptist 
University in Arkadelphia, Ark.

Guy Greenfield was selected professor of 
Christian ethics with tenure effective May 15. 
He is presently pastor of the White Rock Bap
tist Church in Los Alamos, N.M. Dan G. Kent, 
associate professor of religion at Wayland 
Baptist College in Plainview, Tex., is a new 
associate professor of Old Testament. He is a 
former pastor in DeSoto and Dallas, Tex.

William Kirkpatrick was elected associate 
professor of theology with tenure effective 
Aug. 1. He is now associate professor of 
religion at William Jewell College in Liberty, 
Mo. Robert Bryan Sloan Jr. of Roscoe, Tex., 
was elected instructor of theology. He is a 
graduate of Princeton Theological Seminary 
and the University of Basel, Switzerland. 
Sloan is currently pastor of the First Baptist 
Church of Roscoe.

Robert Raus will become associate pro
fessor of church recreation. Presently 
associate professor and program director of 
recreation and park administration at Illinois 
State University, he holds the doctor of

Garner joins faculty 
at Carson-Newman

JEFFERSON CITY-Donald W. Garner 
has been appointed as an instructor in 
Carson-Newman’s religion department, 
beginning with the fall semester.

A candidate for a doctorate in Old Testa
ment at Southern Baptist Theological 
Seminary, Louisville, Ky., Garner has taught 
courses at the seminary and taught a religion 
class at Carson-Newman this past fall 
semester.

He has served as pastor and educator in 
several churches in the Louisville area and is 
now the pastor of Cove Hill Baptist Church, 
Carrollton, Ky.

Garner is a graduate of the University of 
North Carolina, Chapel Hill, and Southern 
Baptist Theological Seminary, Louisville.

Garner is married to the former Vickie 
Ringgold. They have one son.

Jackson church calls 
student from Southern

The congregation of Westover Baptist
Church in Jackson 
Theological Seminary 
Mercer as pastor.

A native of Dyer, 
Tenn., Mercer is 
scheduled to receive 
the master of divinity 
degree from Southern 
in May of this year. 
Prior to his seminary 
training, he attended 
the University of Ten
nessee at Martin and 
Union University in 
Jackson.

has called Baptist 
student Dwight W.

Mercer

He served as pastor of Poplar Grove Bap
tist Church in Trenton and Hempridge Baptist 
Church, Waddy, Ky.

recreation degree from Indiana University.
Charles David Keith was elected to the full- 

time faculty as assistant professor of con
ducting. He has been guest instructor during 
the 1979-80 academic year and will receive the 
doctor of musical arts degree from 
Southwestern in May.

Granted tenure were L. Russ Bush III, 
assistant professor of philosophy of religion; 
Al Fasol, assistant professor of preaching; 
Tom J. Nettles, assistant professor of church 
history; and Ebbie C. Smith, associate pro
fessor of Christian ethics and missions.

During his report to trustees, Dilday an
nounced that preliminary planning for the 
seminary’s new learning resources center 
was still in the design stage.

Cost estimates from architects were about 
$12-million, Dilday said, or $5-million above 
initial projections. The architects are revis
ing the plans to meet the $7-8 million costs ap
proved by trustees in October 1979.

He also announced the appointment of R. 
Cal Guy, bottoms professor of missions, as 
founding director of the new World Missions/ 
Church Growth Center being established on 
the seminary campus. Guy will serve for an 
initial one-year period and assist in the 
organization of the center’s program and the 
selection of a permanent director.

Trustees also authorized a $950,000 endow
ment for operation of the new learning 
resources center. The endowment was a gift 
from the Ida M. Bottoms Trust which the 
seminary received in January.

A $100,000 gift from Mrs. Vernon Davidson 
of Corpus Christi was approved by trustees to 
establish the Vernon D. Davidson Professor 
of Missions. The professorship will be 
awarded at a later date by seminary ad
ministration.

Trustees also approved an increase in the 
student matriculation fee.

Court upholds firing 
of non-union worker

WASHINGTON (BP)-The U.S. Supreme 
Court declined to review the case of a North 
American Rockwell Corp, employee dis
missed 10 years ago for refusing to join a 
union on religious grounds.

Kehneth R. Yott, claiming membership in 
the “Church That Is Christ’s Body,” had 
argued throughout his lengthy legal appeal 
that one of the principal tenets of his faith is 
not to affiliate with any group that includes 
“non-believers.”

When a union agreement reached in 1968 re
quired all of the giant aerospace plant’s 
employees to join the union, Yott refused and 
was dismissed in early 1969.

The dismissed employee based his case on 
Title VII of the 1964 Civil Rights Act which 
prohibits employment discrimination on the 
basis of race, color, national origin, sex, or 
religion. The law also requires employers to 
demonstrate that they would be caused “un
due hardship” by accommodating workers’ 
religious preferences.

Two lower federal courts ruled earlier that 
North American Rockwell had demonstrated 
to their satisfaction that it would suffer such 
undue hardship in accommodating Yott’s 
demands.

Edgefield Baptists pick 
James Powers to lead

James Powers, former pastor of Pinson 
Baptist Church, Pinson, assumed the 
pastorate of Edgefield Baptist Church in 
Nashville, Mar. 16.

He led the Pinson congregation, located in 
west Tennessee, for seven years, and also 
served as an educator in that community. 
Prior to that, he was pastor of Feathers 
Chapel Baptist Church and Palestine Baptist 
Church in Bethel Springs.

Powers is a native of Paris and earned his 
undergraduate degree from Union University 
in Jackson.

Edgefield’s former pastor, Roy Babb, is 
retired.

WAKE FOREST, N.C. (BP)-Trustees of 
Southeastern Baptist Theological Seminary 
adopted a $3.5-million budget for 1980-81, 
elected Paul Fletcher of Marion, Ala., as 
business manager, agreed to buy a fire truck 
for the town of Wake Forest, and voted to 
renovate historic Lea Laboratory.

The new budget allocated a major share of 
the $398,000 increase over 1979-80 to faculty 
and administrative salaries in an effort to off
set skyrocketing living expenses.

The major source of income for the 
seminary, the Cooperative Program of the 
churches of the Southern Baptist Convention, 
will provide $2,510,557, or 71 percent of the 
budget.

Fletcher, director of development at Jud
son College, will succeed O.L. Cross, who is 
retiring on July 31. Fletcher, a native of 
McLean, Va., is a graduate of Wake Forest 
and a former vice president of an investment 
banking and brokerage firm. He begins April 
1.

In a move to develop further its community 
services partnership, the trustees voted to 
purchase a 1,000 gallon-per-minute pumper 
for the Wake Forest Volunteer Fire Depart
ment. The pumper, which costs $75,917, is on 
order and will be paid for over a seven-year 
period. It will improve the fire protection of 
the town which includes more than 300 
seminary-connected families and seminary 
property valued in excess of $10-million. The 
action continues a 29-year tradition of 
cooperation between the town and

Margaret Oman Leu Ernest Moench

Belmont College Collegiatus 
presented to Moench, Mrs. Leu

Two faithful supporters of Belmont College, 
Nashville, were inducted into the school’s Col
legiatus during special ceremonies during a 
banquet on the campus March 20.

The new inductees are Mrs. Margaret 
Oman Leu and Ernest Moench, both of 
Nashville.

Mrs. Leu founded the Leu Art Center, which 
is located in Williams Library at the college. 
She has contributed many art objects to the 
collection and has helped to bring a number of 
art exhibits to the center. She is a member of 
Immanuel Baptist Church, Nashville.

Moench, a textile executive, is a former 
trustee of Belmont College and served as 
chairman for three years. Presently he 
serves on the college’s finance, audit, and 
budget committee. Other denominational ac
tivities include service as a trustee of the Bap
tist Sunday School Board and the Southern 
Baptist Foundation. He is a member of Bel
mont Heights Baptist Church.

Speaker at the Collegiatus banquet was

Southeastern seminary. Funds for the project 
will come from rental income and in
vestments.

Renovation of historic Lea Laboratory was 
projected several years ago when the trustees 
adopted a master campus plan. The struc
ture, built in 1888 and now unoccupied, will 
house administrative offices and provide a 
meeting hall. Cost of the project is not to ex
ceed $500,000 with work to begin this spring. 
Funding is already available through gifts of 
$200,000 from the Broyhill Foundation and 
$100,000 from the Kresge Foundation, an 
allocation from the Southern Baptist Conven
tion, and gifts from alumni and friends.

Listed on the national register of historic 
buildings, Lea Lab was the first building on a 
southern college campus designed exclusive
ly for the study of science. It is also reputed to 
have been the first building in the nation in 
which undergraduates studied biology with 
the aid of a microscope. Its preservation will 
dramatize the 146-year tradition of Baptist 
educational efforts on the campus, until 1956 
the home of Wake Forest University.

The trustees received a report that after the 
first 12 months of its 36-month $3.5-million 
capital and endowment needs campaign, the 
halfway mark of $1.75-million had been sur
passed. The campaign will continue through 
1981.

Seminary President W. Randall Lolley 
reported completion of 100 townhouse apart
ments costing $2.7-million, and said that all 
units will be occupied by the opening of the 
1980 fall semester.

Gerald O. McCulloh, retired associate 
general secretary of the United Methodist 
Board of Higher Education and Ministry.

Founded in 1978, the Belmont College Col
legiatus annually honors individuals whose 
support of higher education has been of 
special relevancy and significant continuity 
in the life of Belmont College. Selections are 
made by the Board of Trustees.

The award is endowed by the family of 
Lemuel B. Stevens, who served as chairman 
of the college’s trustees. He died in 1977.

The award is the highest honor given by the 
college, taking the place of any type of 
honorary degree such as are given by other 
schools.

Previous awards were presented to Stirton 
Oman (posthumously) and Albert B. Maloney 
in 1978 and Willette Thomason Wright and 
Hollis E. Johnson in 1979.

Morris C. Early, trustee chairman, presid
ed at the ceremonies.
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EDITORIAL

Using missionary speakers
God has blessed Southern Baptists by calling 

many from among our midst to serve Him through 
our denomination on foreign mission fields. We can 
justly be proud of the dedication and commitment of 
each one of the more than 3,000 missionaries who 
serve under appointment of our Foreign Mission 
Board.

Wherever they serve, they face critical problems 
in adjustment to foreign cultures, rising inflation, and 
separation from family, friends, and loved ones.

These missionaries serve God and us while 
receiving a financial compensation which is usually 
far less than they might receive in a similar position 
of service in the United States. Yet, we rarely hear of 
any complaint — because they realize a reward of 
knowing they are serving in the will of God.

Our Foreign Mission Board is doing everything it 
can to supply the needs of these who are under its ap
pointment. All Southern Baptists join with the FMB in 
realizing the responsibility that is ours in caring for 
those whom we have sent out.

The board has realized the necessity of periodic 
furloughs in the United States for our missionaries. 
This provides our workers with opportunities for rest, 
further study and preparation, and time with their 
relatives and friends.

Missionaries on furlough also provide a service 
for our churches, by giving us an opportunity to know 
these missionaries first-hand and to learn about their 
work for God.

An increasing number of churches are furnishing 
housing for missionaries on furlough. This ties a mis
sionary to a local congregation and creates a bond 
that is beneficial for both the missionary and the 
church.

Furloughing missionaries are also extremely 
helpful to our churches and our mission interests, 
because they frequently speak at various church ac
tivities. Our churches are eager for this contact, and 
these missionaries are more than willing to accept as 
many invitations as their schedules will permit.

It has come to our attention that some churches 
are apparently unaware of their responsibility in 
compensating missionary speakers.

Missionaries on furlough receive a minimal 
salary (in comparison to the United States’ standard 
of living). In coming “home” for furlough, they have 
unusual expenses in setting up “house-keeping” and
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often in adding to their wardrobe (for example: some 
may serve where winter clothes are not necessary).

Churches who use missionary speakers should 
make sure that an appropriate honorarium is given, 
that will not only cover the missionary’s travel ex
penses, but also express appreciation for the time and 
preparation involved in the speaking engagement. We 
are embarrassed to learn that some churches do not 
give the missionary any funds or less than automobile 
expenses!

We are not asking for charity — only fairness. 
When your church gives an appropriate honorarium 
to a missionary speaker, you are sharing in that per
son’s ministry.

Third lessons
In October 1978, the Baptist Sunday School Board 

launched the Bible Book Series, providing a third cur
riculum option for Southern Baptist churches. The 
board had been publishing two lesson series, Conven
tion Uniform Series and the Life and Work Series.

In response from some churches for a “through 
the Bible, verse-by-verse” lesson plan, the Sunday 
School Board created the Bible Book Series.

At the time that the third series was begun, we 
faced a decision about adding these lessons to the two 
commentaries we publish each week. Some state 
Baptist papers chose to ignore the new series: others 
began a weekly lesson commentary; and a few used 
the occasion to drop all lessons from their pages.

The Baptist and Reflector decided to wait and see 
how Tennessee churches would respond to the Bible 
Book Series.

The latest information available indicates that 15 
percent of Tennessee Baptist churches are now using 
the Bible Book Series. We feel that this statistic is 
significant. Therefore, beginning with the spring 
quarter, the Baptist and Reflector will begin 
publishing each week a brief lesson commentary 
based on the Bible Book Series. The first lesson will 
appear in our next issue.

As in the case of the other lesson series, these 
lessons will be written by Tennesseans.

This decision represents our continuing desire to 
use the Baptist and Reflector to meet the informa
tional and inspirational needs of Tennessee churches.

ENCOURAGEMENT TO THOSE OF US WHO ARE WEAK

"AND HE 5A1D UNTO ME, MY 
GRACE 15 SUFFICIENT FOR 
THEE; FOR MY STRENGTH IS 
MADE PERFECT IN WEAKNESS.
MOST GLADLY THEREFORE WILL I RATHE JR f 
GLORY IN MY INFIRMITIES, THAT THE POWER® 
OF CHRIST MAY REST UPON ME* VMM

There are many “special” days on our 
calendars, most of which have meaningful 
significance to our history or our interests. 
However, next Tuesday there is that really 
strange one—April Fool’s Day.

Encyclopedias offer little help on the origin 
or purpose of such an occasion. The most 
believable explanation seems to relate the 
day to such festivals as Hilaria of ancient 
Rome and Holi of India, which seem to refer 
to the unsettled weather conditions at this 
time of the year which “fool” everyone.

In its modern expression, April Fool’s Day 
has become an excuse for practical jokers to 
play tricks on unsuspecting victims. Almost 
anything appears to be acceptable—if you can 
end the experience by simply saying, “April 
fool.”

Some who are especially devoted to the 
observance spend weeks planning any sort of 
prank on a friend. These individuals take 
great joy in being able to fool others with their 
elaborate tricks.

I was wondering what message the greatest 
trickster of them all—Satan himself—might 
have on April Fool’s Day. What would Satan 
share in this space this week if this were his 
column?

Satan’s message would probably have three 
points (that almost sounds Scriptural, since 
most sermons have that many).

(1) There is no hope. Satan would like for 
you to believe there is no loving God who of
fers any hope for sinful people like you and 
me. Humanity just happened—we just 
evolved, from some prehistoric algae. We will 
live our lives and die—that’s all.

If Satan can’t convince us that there is no 
God (Psalm 14:1), he next will try to show 
there is no hope because God doesn’t care. 
After all, God is perfect and holy, right? Why 
should He be concerned about “little old 
me”—one of four billion people on a minor 
planet in one of the lesser galaxies of the 
unlimited expanse of space?

(2) There is no hell. Satan would emphasize 
that the belief in a literal hell is an “old 
fashioned” scare technique to get people to 
join a church. Surely, in our enlightened age 
no one would hang on to that belief! And, even 
if there were such a thing as hell, would a lov
ing God let anyone go there and suffer for 
eternity?

If God loves us, He wants what is best for 
us—right? And eternity in a burning hell 
doesn’t sound like the best for anybody!

So, if there is no hell or judgment, you can 
forget about all those Biblical command
ments and live your life with “gusto.” What 
you do really doesn’t matter.

3. There is no hurry. If Satan’s first -two 
arguments don’t “fool” you, he wants you to 
know there is plenty of time. You know, God 
can save a 90-year-old person just the same 
way he saves a nine-year-old. So, live your 
life like you want, and then you can repent 
and be saved when you are old.

This third argument is so good that Satan 
even uses it on Christians! There is no need to 
be in a hurry to witness to your neighbor. You 
will have more time to read and study your 
Bible and to pray when you are older and life 
settles down. Tithing will be much easier 
when you get some of those bills paid off and 
the children educated.

Conclusion: There is no reason to take 
Christianity seriously—at least, not at this 
time.

—Satan’s April Fool’s Day thoughts are 
lies, of course—but what else would you ex
pect from the “father of lies” (John 8:44)? He 
even lied to Jesus (Matthew 4); why wouldn’t 
he lie to us!
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to ^eUton,...
Letters on any religion-related subject are welcomed. Letters of over 300 words 
will not be used. Other letters may be shortened at the discretion of the editor. 
No unsigned letters will be printed, but writer’s name will be withheld for 
sufficient reason. Letters must contain complete address.

taws of retribution
Dear editor,

The Lex Talionis, law of retaliation, did not 
begin with the writers of Exodus 20:13.

The Code of Hammurabi (c. 3000-1870 B.C.) 
and the laws of Esnunna precede Moses by 
several hundred years. Both of these earlier 
known sets of statutes condone the primitive 
practice of capital punishment.

Hittite laws also preceded the birth of 
Christ. The Hittite laws, when compared to 
the harshness of Lex Talionis and Semitic 
justice, were rather lenient. Restitution was 
the dominant means of redress.

Just as Hittite law evolved toward more 
enlightened and humane practices, pro
cedures, and penalties, should not our 
statutes reject the retributive mentality of

! Personal |
s perspective |
ft BY TOM MADDEN ft 
y TBC executive secretary Q

The conference I was in had turned rather 
somber and tense. Suddenly, all of us heard 
the happy spontaneous laugh of an innocent 
child. The effect upon the group was 
noticeable.

1 thought then of the goodness of God when 
He bestowed the gift of 
laughter upon man.

The Bible describes 
several kinds of laugh
ter. There is the laugh
ter of unbelief. God’s 
messengers told Abra
ham that Sarah, his 
wife, would bear a son. 
When Sarah heard it, 
she “laughed within 
herself...And the Lord 
said unto Abraham, 
wherefore did Sarah laugh, saying, ‘shall I of 
a surety bear a child, which am old?’ Is 
anything too hard for the Lord?” (Gen. 
18:12-14).

When men take themselves too seriously 
and think they are mightier than almighty 
God, the Psalmist declares God laughs, “He 
that sitteth in heaven shall laugh: the Lord 
shall have them in derision.” (Psalm 2:4).

There is also the laughter of God’s children 
when they are filled with joy. When the 
Israelites returned to Jerusalem, their hap
piness was expressed in laughter—“Then was 
our mouth filled with laughter, and our tongue 
with singing.” (Psalm 126:2).

In Luke’s account of the Sermon on the 
Mount, Jesus states that those who laugh 
foolishly now over worldly things shall weep 
in the future, but those who are spiritually 
concerned now shall laugh in the future. 
(Luke 6:21,25).

I think heaven will be filled with praise and 
happiness and laughter. I do not believe there 
will be any joy or laughter in hell.

Womens conference 
reaches 3,000 limit

MEMPHIS—The Mid-Continent Women’s 
Concerns Conference has filled its registra
tion limit of 3,000 people, and a waiting list is 
being held in case of cancellations, according 
to Mrs. Adrian Rogers, chairman of the con
ference.

Mrs. Rogers is the wife of the pastor of the 
Bellevue Baptist Church, Memphis, which is 
sponsoring the conference scheduled for May 
15-17.

Mosaic codes? I respectfully suggest that 
they should.

A return to capital punishment is a ‘sad 
commentary’ on our mores, our values, and 
our intelligence as a society.

Owen Meredith Smaw
1612 16th Ave. South
Nashville, TN 37212

Dislikes rock beat
Dead editor:

I attended the Youth Evangelism Con
ference in Nashville. After seeing the Stone 
Brothers and reading the article by Bobbie 
Durham in the Baptist and Reflector (March 
12), my heart is sad.

I see great spiritual music by a group of 
wonderful singers backed by a rock beat and 
being compared with the Bee Gees rock sing
ing group. I realize we are letting Satan enter 
into our music by using the world’s ways.

Why can’t we get up and sing God’s music 
God’s way, and let the Holy Spirit lead?

Let’s be different like Romans 12:1-2 says, 
“And be not conformed to this world.”

Janice Scruggs
6129 Apache Trail
Knoxville, TN 37920

McIntire loses property tax fight
WASHINGTON (BP) — Right-wing radio 

preacher Carl McIntire lost in a final bid to 
have his Admiral Hotel in Cape May, N.J., ex
empted from local property taxes when the 
Supreme Court declined to take on his appeal.

McIntire, a self-described fundamentalist 
who has long espoused a variety of right-wing 
political causes in his radio broadcasts, 
bought the six-story hotel in 1962 as a Bible 
conference center. While admitting that out
side groups occasionally use the facility on a 
cost basis, McIntire argued that he was 
denied equal protection of the law when his 
application for exemption from real property 
taxes was denied.

He claimed that New Jersey law, which

Court strikes down 
Texas obscenity law

WASHINGTON (BP)-In the latest of what 
has become over the past seven years a 
lengthy series of decisions and other actions 
on obscenity, the U.S. Supreme Court struck 
down a Texas law which allowed judges to 
shut down theaters for one year based on their 
record of showing obscene films.

The narrow 5-4 high court majority ruled 
that the law amounted to an unacceptable 
prior restraint on free speech, a First Amend
ment right.

The Texas statute permitted a court injunc
tion forbidding such theaters to operate for 
one year under the presumption that they 
would continue to show obscene films. That 
presumption of guilt, the high court ruled, is 
constitutionally invalid.

Citing language first adopted by the court in 
1963, the majority declared that “any system 
of prior restraints of expression comes to this 
court bearing a heavy presumption against 
its Constitutional validity.”

Since 1972, when the court ruled that 
localities may determine for themselves what 
constitutes obscene materials, it has been 
forced to deal with continuous challenges to 
state and municipal laws by convicted 
bookstore and theater owners claiming their 
free speech rights have been abridged.

The justices have repeatedly refused, 
however, to reconsider the 1973 decision, 
preferring to deal with challenges to obsceni
ty laws around the country on a case-by-case 
basis.

Hospital visitation

Keep your
By Curtis Loftin, patient representative 

Donelson Hospital, Nashville
EDITORS NOTE: Following is the 

first in a series of three articles on 
hospital visitation. Curtis Loftin, pa
tient representative at Donelson 
Hospital, Nashville, hopes the articles 
will help enlighten people who visit 
hospitalized patients. He considers not 
only what is most beneficial for the pa
tient, but what is helpful to medical per
sonnel and the patient’s family. His 
suggestions, in fact, are gleaned from 
physicians, nurses, clergymen, and pa
tients.

Scheduled to speak to a local church on 
hospital visitation, I asked a physician to give 
me just one tip to share with the group.

His answer was simple, though perhaps 
alarming. “Don’t,” he said. He added that pa
tients would recover more quickly if his only 
visitors were the 
physician, nursing and 
hospital staff, the pa
tient’s immediate 
family, and a minister 
or priest.

The physician 
acknowledged that 
people are going to 
visit the sick, so he 
suggested, “Keep it 
brief.”

Another physician, 

says such plants must be used “exclusively” 
for religious purposes, has been interpreted in 
other similar cases so as to allow minimal ex
ceptions. Among other outside groups using 
the facilities from time to time have been the 
Rotary Club, a Weight Watchers group, and 
various non-affiliated religious organizations.

New Jersey taxing authorities and two state 
courts, in ruling against McIntire, pointed out 
that outside guests as well as participants in 
the Bible conferences use the Cape May Hotel 
for vacationing. McIntire maintains that the 
hotel is a deficit operation.

In his request to the high court, McIntire’s 
attorney pointed out that even the outside 
groups must agree to abide by a set of strict 
rules of personal conduct, including no drink
ing, smoking, or dancing, and a dress code.

In addition to conducting the Admiral Hotel 
Bible Conferences every summer, McIntire is 
pastor of a fundamentalist Breadaway 
Presbyterian congregation in Collingswood, 
N.J., and leader of the International Council 
of Christian Churches, a group which claims 
252 fundamentalist denominations in its 
membership.

Radio-TV Commission 
adds Luke Williams

FORT WORTH, Tex. (BP)-Luke E. 
Williams Jr., director of church activities at 
First Baptist Church, San Antonio, for 18 
years, has been named executive vice- 
president of the Southern Baptist Radio and 
Television Commission, effective April 15.

He will be an assistant in internal ad
ministration to commission President Jimmy 
Allen with whom he worked 12 years when 
Allen was pastor of the San Antonio church.

A former Tennessee resident, Williams 
served as minister of music and education at 
East Ridge Baptist Church, Chattanooga, 
from 1954-57. He has also served churches in 
Fort Worth, Jacksboro, Dallas, and San An
tonio, Tex.; and Birmingham, Ala.

A graduate of the University of Chat
tanooga and Southwestern Baptist 
Theological Seminary, Fort Worth, Williams 
is a former president of the Southern Baptist 
Religious Education Association.

Mrs. Williams is the former Joyce Virginia 
Smith of Chattanooga.

visits brief
asked for a tip, offered two: “Keep it brief, 
and don’t tell the patient you knew someone 
who had what your friend has and died with 
it.”

Though remotely humorous, similar things 
happen every day and, surprisingly, come 
from well-meaning people.

As suggested by the two physicians, one of 
the most common mistakes well-meaning 
visitors make is simply staying too long. A 
five to seven-minute visit is usually sufficient.

Remember, before your arrival the patient 
has probably had blood drawn, been to the 
x-ray unit, been examined by one or more 
physicians, received medication, experienced 
other diagnostic procedures, and because of 
his condition, has just been served solid food 
for the first time in four days.

Now, he can’t enjoy the food because you’ve 
just asked, “What all have they done to you?” 
And you want no detail omitted.

Wouldn’t it be better to take a few minutes 
to tell the patient you wanted to check on him 
to see how he’s doing, and you’ll call him later 
or visit him when he goes home? During that 
same few minutes, you might assist the pa
tient by cutting the roast beef he was just 
served. After all, with one arm in a cast and 
an IV (intravenous) in his other arm, using a 
knife and fork is difficult if not impossible.

Also remember you are probably not the 
only visitor your friend has had. Ask how 
many other visitors he has had today. That 
may help determine the length of your visit.

If you are really concerned, give your 
friend a break. He needs rest to recover 
rapidly, and he can get it better if he doesn’t 
feel obligated to talk with you.

Keep that visit brief!

Goulding to head 
Ruschlikon seminary

Goulding

RUSCHLIKON, Switzerland (BP)—C. 
Ronald Goulding of Great Britain has been 
elected interim president of the International 
Baptist Theological Seminary in Ruschlikon, 
Switzerland, effective Sept. 1.

Goulding, who will be 65 in July, has been 
associate secretary in 
the Baptist World Alli
ance’s Washington of
fice since 1976. He is 
past president of the 
European Baptist Fed
eration and was secre
tary-treasurer of the 
federation and associ
ate secretary of the 
BWA in London, 1965- 
76.

Gerhard Claas of 
Hamburg, West Ger
many, secretary-treasurer of the European 
Baptist Federation and chairman of the 
seminary executive board, announced 
Goulding’s election to the post for a period of 
up to three years. Goulding will replace 
Southern Baptist missionary Isam E. 
Ballenger, who is resigning to devote more 
time to his post as the Foreign Mission 
Board’s field representative for Europe.

Goulding will be the first European to hold 
the presidency of the seminary, founded by 
the Southern Baptist Foreign Mission Board 
in 1949. The mission board transferred ad
ministrative responsibility for the seminary 
to a European board of trustees, under direc
tion of the European Baptist Federation, in 
October 1978.

In recent years the seminary Jias had finan
cial problems stemming from devaluation of 
the American dollar, coupled with inflation. 
Though financial problems continue, 
seminary officials said the school operated on 
a balanced budget in 1979.

The school currently has 52 students 
representing 19 countries around the world.
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One roof on San Francisco church 
covers four ethnic congregations

4s

By Mark Sandlin
SAN FRANCISCO, Calif.-Before fleeing 

Vietnam, Trang Nguyen attended Bible 
studies conducted by a Southern Baptist mis
sionary, so when she arrived in San Francisco 
and saw the blue-and-white sign of 19th 
Avenue Baptist Church, she knew she could 
find help within.

“Our Vietnamese mission started from our 
contact with that one refugee lady. Through 
her, we discovered the tremendous needs of 
refugees coming to the United States from 
Vietnam,” said Bill Smith, pastor.

When the mission for Vietnamese refugees 
was begun at 19th Avenue, another mission 
and two different language congregations 
were already meeting in the church facility.

In addition to the Vietnamese mission, 19th 
Avenue now includes a Japanese mission, an 
English-speaking congregation, and a 
Chinese congregation.

Founded 21 years ago as a mission, 19th 
Avenue is situated in a multi-cultured area of 
San Francisco. “Almost all the people who at
tend church here live in the neighborhood,” 
Smith said.

The multi-cultural congregations approach 
began 12 years ago when Chinese worship ser
vices began.

The Chinese congregation currently has 
plans to move into a building of their own. Ex

++++++++++++++++
* *

* Citizen's Corner 4
By Jerry M. Self

Public affairs and Christian life 
consultant u.

As of this writing, the General Assembly is 
planning to take a two-week recess at the first 
of April. The Legislature has a limit of 90 
legislative days in which to do their work for a 
two-year period. Every week they are in ses
sion uses three legislative days. Monday, 
Wednesday, and 
Thursday count as 
“floor session” days. 
On March 27 the 
Assembly will have us
ed 87 legislative days. 
That leaves only one 
week available to pass 
a budget for the state.

With the president’s 
new anti-inflation pro
gram will come
demands for a reas- S»H
sessment of the state budget. Thus a recess is 
needed to allow time to formulate changes in 
the budget without using up precious 
legislative days.

One implication of the approaching end of 
the 91st General Assembly is the realization 
that anything not passed in March can be 
forgotten.

Status of a few of the bills of interest to Ten
nessee Baptists are: SB1496, HB1439. This ex
tends bingo gambling for three years. It 
passed both houses and will be signed by the 
governor. Another is SB1849, HB1458, Project 
Caanan—polices drug traffic. It is now in the 
Senate finance, ways, and means committee; 
it passed the same committee in the House. 
SB1935, HB1816, Inmate Labor Reform Act, is 
a good correctional bill. It passed the House 
government committee, and is before the 
same Senate committee on Tuesday of this 
week. SB2445, HB2377, modifies obscenity 
laws. It passed the House but is having trou
ble in Senate judiciary committee. SB1065, 
M31152. bill is favored by COST-OFF to 
reduce sales tax on food. It is still in the 
finance, ways, and means committees of both 
houses.

tremely high land prices previously 
restricted their plans to move. Their pastor, 
Henry Ma, has been with them the entire 12 
years.

Beyond occasional problems in scheduling, 
the operation of the church flows smoothly 
because “we have been at it so long,” Smith 
said.

Communication among individuals of the 
different congregations is sometimes difficult 
because of the language problems. “We do as 
much together as we can within the limita
tions of the language barrier. The missions 
committee plans activities in which everyone 
can participate in order to increase com
munication among the congregations,” said 
Smith.

“We try to have some type of activity 
together at least once a quarter. Regularly, 
we have clean-up days at the church when 
everyone pitches in to clean and fix up the 
building. We also share joint baptismal ser
vices and the smaller congregations have the 
Lord’s supper together,” he noted.

One problem that the non-English con
gregations face is obtaining literature. The 
Chinese congregation orders their literature 
from a Southern Baptist mission publisher in 
Hong Kong. The Vietnamese are provided

By Gene Medaris

HELPING OTHERS—Fredrick Frank of Pakistan (left in top 
left photo) asks Wade Sumner about a musical arrange
ment. Hanh Nguyen (above) teaches Vietnamese children a 
-song during Sunday School.

Girl finds meaning of missions

LEADERS ADMIRE PLAQUE—R. Keith 
Parks, executive director of the 
Foreign Mission Board, and George 
H. Hays, board secretary for East 
Asia, admire a plaque which Hays 
presented to the board, on behalf of II 
Hyun Yun, executive secretary of the 
Korea-American Church Capital Fund 
Committee. The plaque expresses ap
preciation for Southern Baptist Con
vention support through the Foreign 
Mission Board of churches in Korea.

Bibles by the Gideons but literature in Viet
namese is almost nonexistent.

Hanh Hguyen, a Vietnamese student at 
nearby Golden Gate Baptist Theological 
Seminary, translates much of the literature 
the mission uses, a slow and tedious process. 
Nguyen also makes all the posters and 
translates the songs for the children’s classes.

In ministering to the Vietnamese, the 
members of 19th Avenue found that in ad
dition to clothing and housing needs they also 
needed to learn the customs and language. So 
every Sunday afternoon they hold English 
language classes. In groups and one-to-one, 
members of the English-speaking congrega
tions help members of the missions learn or
dinary things such as how to order a 
milkshake, mail a letter, or apply for a 
driver’s license.

The sharing of the church building and of 
their respective cultures has been mutually 
beneficial to the church members, according 
to Smith.

“The interactions between the congrega
tions lead to a natural openness and apprecia
tion for another culture,” he said.

“Helping other people makes missions 
more personal. It makes you care more and 
brings the problems that other people face 
into a personal perspective,” Smith said.

GRIFFITH, Ind. (BP)—Susanne O’Rear is 
like most 9-year-old girls. She likes to go 
skating, eat ice cream, and spend money on 
9-year-old girl things, but not at the expense 
of missions.

Just before the sermon was preached on a 
recent Sunday at First Baptist Church, Grif
fith, Ind., pastor Thurmon Harris asked 
Susanne to come forward and tell the church 
about her plans for Annie Armstrong Easter 
Offering for home missions.

Without hesitation, the petite, smiling 
brunette with flashing brown eyes took the 
microphone and became a real professional 
before an audience.

“My daddy raises dogs,” she began, “and 
last fall he gave me the coupons off the dog 
food sacks to send back to the company to 
redeem for cash. Well, I was hoping to receive 
the money to use for Christmas, but I waited 
too late to send them off.”

Much to her disappointment Christmas 
came and no money had arrived for coupon 
refund. About the middle of January, the 
wheels of “big business” ground out a com
puterized check to Susanne for $18.

Early in February, Susanne, an active

Way s 
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GOING TO CHURCH—Sunday morn
ing begins with a yawn for this young 
lady.

member of the Girls in Action missions pro
gram at her church, decided to set her goal at 
$30 for the Annie Armstrong Easter Offering, 
with the $18 rebate as the foundation. She 
placed it as a starter fund and began saving 
her dollar-a-week allowance.

An invitation came to go skating, and she 
really wanted to go, but she turned it down. 
“If I‘m going to reach by $30 goal for mis
sions, I’m going to have go give up some 
things, so I’ll start here,” she must have 
thought, for she took the sacrifice in stride.

“Last week,” she told the congregation, “I 
was visiting in the home of a friend and 
someone gave me a dollar. It was the last 
dollar I needed to make the $30 I had asked 
God to help me give.”

Susanne then related some of the ways the 
money would be used by the missionaries, 
handed the microphone back to the pastor, 
and took her seat.

The church members sat silently for a mo
ment, then broke into a resounding applause. 
The meaning of missions had gotten through 
to them as it had to Susanne.

Gene Medaris is editor of the Indiana Bap 
tist.
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from goats, rabbits, worms and fish

EXTRAORDINARY FARM — Solutions 
to the world hunger problems are 
sought out on a 17-acre farm in cen
tral Texas. Top left, Missionary Carl 
Ryther (center) inspects young Nu
bian goats with Bob Salley (left) and 
Salley's wife, Jan. Bottom left, Ryther 
shows off a young rabbit. Above, red 
wiggler worms improve the soil 
needed to grow vegetables. At right, 
Rither and the Salleys watch the 
Tilapia fish which are raised in small 
ponds. The fish, which require very 
little water, are part of the farm's 
ecological balance.

By Terry Barone
WACO, Tex. (BP)—Ordinarily, goats, rab

bits, worms, and fish have little in common.
But on an extraordinary farm run by two 

Southern Baptist families, they are providing 
answers that may help alleviate world 
hunger.

The purpose of the 17-acre experimental 
farm hear Waco, Tex., is to develop 
agricultural models which foreign mis
sionaries and volunteers can implement in 
countries with severe hunger problems.

The farm is the result of a cooperative 
dream shared by Carl Ryther, a 17-year mis
sionary to Bangladesh, and Bob Salley, a Bap
tist layman. Salley is president of World 
Hunger Relief Inc., a non-profit organization 
created to help battle global hunger.

Salley owns the farm, and World Hunger 
Relief Inc. provides funding for the ex
perimental projects. Ryther, who is on 
medical leave from Bangladesh, is the farm’s 
agri-training director.

Under Ryther’s guidance, everything being 
researched on the farm is interrelated and 
contributes to an ecologically balanced 
system that he believes can be duplicated in 
countries with “Temperate, tropic and semi
tropic climates.”

“Countries with these climates,” he says, 
“are the population centers of the world

Editor in Arizona 
plans retirement

PHOENIX, Ariz. (BP)-For health 
reasons, C.L. Pair, for seven years editor of 
the Baptist Beacon, newspaper for Arizona 
Southern Baptists, will retire, April 30.

, Pair, who will be 67 April 9, has developed a 
neuropathy from a 15-year history of diabetes 
that causes extreme pain, especially in stress 
situations.

Pair was a pastor in Arizona for 11 years 
before he became editor of the 
12,500-circulation weekly. He was a long-time 
pastor in east Texas before that.

A graduate of Louisiana State University, 
Pair also attended Southwestern Baptist 
Theological Seminary. He expects to be in
volved in part-time church staff work after 
retirement.

which need food production knowledge.”
Nubian milk goats raised on the farm would 

provide milk and meat for people of under
developed nations. The goats are already be
ing raised in many villages in Mexico.

Rabbits are raised because they are a good 
source of protein. “Most countries are short 
on animal protein, and four rabbits, in one 
year, can produce enough meat to provide as 
much protein as half a beef,” Ryther says.

The rabbits also have another use. Their 
waste is used to grow red wiggler worms.

“The red wigglers digest the rabbit waste, 
and in return the waste of the worms makes 
soil in which vegetables can be grown,” ex
plains Ryther.

Soil developed by the worms is then placed 
in “grow beds,” 5-by-30-foot wooden boxes, 
where the vegetables can be grown “very 
close together and with very little water.”

“Three grow beds,” Ryther says, “can pro-

Business officers support
Annuity Board ERISA fight

By Larry Crisman
DALLAS (BP)—Southern Baptist business 

officers resolved to support the Southern Bap
tist Annuity Board’s stand against an Internal 
Revenue Service ruling that the board is not 
entitled to treatment as part of the Southern 
Baptist Convention.

Meeting in their 18th annual conference in 
Dallas, the business officers also passed a 
resolution which supports legislation in Con
gress to clarify the “church plan” definition 
in the Employee Retirement Income Security 
Act (ERISA) of 1974.

Both resolutions were adopted unanimously 
by the 180 business officers representing 
Southern Baptist agencies and churches. The 
Annuity Board and Dallas’ First Baptist 
Church hosted the conference.

In the first resolution, the business officers 
agreed “to oppose the actions of the Internal 
Revenue Service in its attempts to define and 
limit the nature and ministries of churches 
through the ‘integrated auxiliary’ regula
tions.”

Annuity Board President Darold H. Morgan 

duce as many vegetables as a half acre of 
land.”

But the balanced ecological system doesn’t 
stop there. The vegetable waste is fed to the 
goats or rabbits or put back into the soil as 
fertilizer.

In addition to making the soil, the worms 
are fed to fish which are being researched on 
the farm.

Tilapia fish, which Ryther says are “scien
tifically easy” to raise, are started in a small 
pond and are transferred from pond to pond 
until they reach a desirable size.

The fish are then placed in rice fields where 
they feed on organisms in the water and, in 
turn, their waste products fertilize the soil.

Ryther and Salley have plans for many 
other agricultural projects.

They also would like to expand the farm to 
include a retreat where people could visit and 

explained that the IRS has ruled that the 
board is classified as other than “a church, an 
integrated auxiliary of a church, or a conven
tion or association of churches.”

The law excepts these organizations from 
filing information return Form 990 with the 
IRS. Form 990 calls for specific financial in
formation about an organization and its ac
tivities and must be filed regularly.

If the IRS ruling stands, the Annuity Board 
would be required to file Form 990—an action 
it opposes because it disagrees with the IRS 
ruling on its classification.

By passing the ERISA-related resolution, 
the business officers give their support to ef
forts by the Church Alliance for Clarification 
of ERISA to clarify the federal pension law.

The Alliance, composed of representatives 
of 27 religious denominations in the U.S., 
sponsors legislation to amend the pension 
law’s definition of church plans.

The legislation, now pending in both houses 
of Congress, would amend ERISA to 
recognize traditional church retirement plans 
which cover church and agency employees. 

learn about agricultural missions through 
firsthand experience.

In addition, they have plans for a project 
called MASS, Model Agricultural Systems 
Stations, where various situations could be 
artifically simulated to train agricultural 
missionaries.

An additional program would train mission 
volunteers in the most efficient methods of 
maximizing food production in the particular 
areas where they would be serving.

But the farm and its various projects are 
part of a larger purpose than simply pro
viding food and resources for hungry people, 
Salley points out.

“Our solution,” he says, “is to go to foreign 
countries and into their villages to work with 
people on solving their hunger needs. And 
when the people want to know, ‘Why are you 
here?’ and ‘Why are you willing to do this?’ 
you have an opportunity to share Jesus 
Christ.”

Through agri-missions, Salley adds, “we 
are trying to share the Bread of Life.”

Adapted from the April 1980 issue of .World 
Mission Journal.

Texas names assistant 
to executive director

DALLAS (BP)—E. Edward Schmeltekopf, 
pastor of First Baptist Church, Burleson, 
Tex., has been elected assistant to the ex
ecutive director of the Texas Baptist ex
ecutive board.

Effective April 7, the 47-year-old pastor will 
assist Texas Baptist Executive Director 
James H. Landes as resource person and 
liaison officer.

He succeeds Richard T. McCartney who 
was interim assistant while he directed the 
public relations office before becoming editor 
of the Oklahoma Baptist Messenger and 
director of public relations for Oklahoma 
Baptists last December.

Schmeltekopf, a native of Kyle, Texas, has 
been pastor of the Burleson church since 1961, 
and, since 1976, has also served as adjunct 
professor at Southwestern Baptist 
Theological Seminary.
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Bible Puzzle
Answers on page 10

ACROSS

p 2 3 4 5 |6 7 8 9 1
10 111 12

13 14 15 16

17 18 1 
l

19 20

.21
•

23 24

25 26 27

28 29

30 31 32 33 34 35 36 37

38 39 40 41

42 43 44 45

46 47 48

53

49

50 51 52

54 55

1 Refuse
6 Limping walk

10 A bath-house
11 Those who tone
13 All right
14 Dealer: abbr.
15 Command to a horse
16 Interrogative 

utterance
17 Place (Amos 6:2)
19 Pass
21 Of the planet Mars: 

comb, form
22 Unruly child
24 “and — it in a book” 

(Isa. 30)
25 “take no — for him” 

(Num. 35)

28 Terbium: abbr.
29 An artificial 

language
30 “the law was our — 

(Gal. 3)
38 Interjection to 

attract attention
39 Rounded mass
40 Medicinal plant
42 Precede
44 Small pet
46 “east side of 

Beth—” (Josh. 7)
47 He had five loaves 

(John 6:9)
48 Direction: abbr.
49 Continent: abbr.
50 “broken without —” 

(Prov. 6)

CRYPTOVERSE

SJP QVGW YVITJWRDPOVI HJ UOPLVGP

YVTJPVGRIJRR

Today’s Cryptoverse clue: Y equals C

To change or correct 
your address

Attach in this space your address 
label found on the front page of your 
latest copy of the BAPTIST AND 
REFLECTOR. Please give your new 
address below—including your zip 
code. When changing address, please 
give two weeks notice. Please write, 
do not call address changes to insure 
accuracy.

All correspondence relating 
to your subscription
should be accompanied by our address 
label. If you are receiving duplicate 
copies, please send both labels.

Address all requests to:

BAPTIST AND REFLECTOR
Post Office Box 347

Brentwood, Tennessee 37027

Name ________________
Please Print

Address _______________________

S t a t e Zip Cod e

52 Jacob’s new name 
(Gen. 35:10)

54 Rodents
55 Impertinent

DOWN

1 African city: poss.
2 Football position: 

abbr.
3 Nor: two words
4 Tool (1 Sam. 13:21)
5 “and-------- house” 

(2 Sam. 21)
6 Aim
7 “he began to be 

--- ” (Luke 15)
8 Pronoun
9 Quickly

10 River mouth
11 “Now-------- this” 

(Luke 8)
12 Luster
18 Meadow
20 Hawaiian dish
23 Moderately loud: 

music abbr.
26 Japanese statesman
27 Lettuce
30 More secure
31 Irascibility
32 “leaped in — womb” 

(Luke 1)
33 Egg dish
34 Title: abbr.
35 Slender candles
36 Peter was one

(1 Pet. 5:1; abbr.)
37 Hollywood actor
41 Equal: archaic
43 Tribe

(Num. 1:25; poss.)
45 Handle
51 Mamma: colloq.
53 To such a degree

Lavinia pastor accepts 
Brownsville congregation

Randy Wheeler has accepted the pastorate 
of Allen Baptist Church, Brownsville, and is 
already on the field.

He came to the Brownsville post from 
Lavinia where he served as pastor for about 
18 months. Prior to that he was pastor of Mid
way Baptist Church, Dyer.

Stained Glass Windows
FOR SALE: 29 aluminum frame stained glass 
windows recently removed from our sanc
tuary/ 14 will fit an opening 33 x 81 inches 
and 15 will fit an opening 45 x 81 inches. 
$1,000.00 if picked up at our church or will 
deliver for a Reasonable extra charge.

Broadman Baptist Church 
350 E. Bath Road

Cuyahoga Falls, Ohio 44223 
Phone: 216/923-6127

Chartered Bus 
BAPTIST WORLD ALLIANCE 

TORONTO, CANADA 
July 3-July 14 

via Washington, N.Y., Providence, 
Rd., Boston, Albany, N.Y., Niagara 
Falls, Detroit, Lima, Ohio. Price for 
bus and lodging $498. 

For more Information 

write Gene Roberts 
Rt. 5, Seymour, TN 37865 

or call 615/573-5632

pulpit
By Jim Griffith

As the religious program came over the car radio, the enthusiastic announcer introduc
ed the speaker as a “spine-tingling preacher.”

Almost everyone has heard of STP oil, but S.T.P. preaching has to be something of a 
new twist.

Presumably, spine-tingling preaching could be just what the doctor ordered for that 
poor soul whose spine has not tingled lately.

But in view of the desperate needs of our day, it would seem that the world is crying for 
the soul-touching preacher.

After all, the question is not, “Is it well with thy spine?” - but “Is it well with thy soul?”
If one is looking for an adjustment, perhaps he ought to consider going to the chiroprac

tor - not the preacher.
On the other hand, the soul-touching preacher presents the gospel’s oil of the good news 

of salvation by which the machinery of life runs more smoothly now and, best of all, lasts 
eternally.

Paul writes to Timothy
By Herschel H. Hobbs

“Paul...unto Timothy, my own son in the 
faith: Grace, mercy, and peace, from God our 
Father and Jesus Christ our Lord.” —1 
Timothy 1:1-2.

Acts closed with Paul in Rome awaiting his 
appearance before Caesar (Acts 28:30-31). 
Released in A.D. 63 he went to Spain (Rom. 
15:24,28). In A.D. 96 Clement of Rome wrote 
that Paul reached “the limits of the West.” 
Other early writers attest the same thing, ele
ment’s description means Spain, the western 
limit of the Roman empire.

After a brief stay he returned to Ephesus in 
A.D. 64, prior to Nero’s burning of Rome. 
From the Pastoral Epistles (1 and 2 Tim.; 
Titus) we can trace his movements. From 
Ephesus he took Titus to Crete, leaving him 
there to supervise the Christian work (Titus 
1:5). Returning to Ephesus he left Timothy in 
charge there and went to Macedonia, pro
bably to Philippi (Phil. 2:24). It was probably 
from there that he wrote I Timothy.

Perhaps he again visited Ephesus. From 
there he went to Nicopolis on the eastern 
shore of the Adriatic Sea. While there, he 
wrote Titus (3:12). Due to an uprising over 
the burning of Rome, Nero blamed the Chris
tians and persecuted them. As a Christian 
leader Paul was arrested and taken to Rome 
where he was imprisoned a second time. 
From there he wrote 2 Timothy before being 
beheaded on the Ostian Way just outside 
Rome, probably in the spring of A.D. 68. Nero

Foundation

The forward look
By Jonas L. Stewart

Executive Secretary-Treasurer
Who wants to look back? Jesus said 

something rather critical about the one who 
puts his hand on the plow and looks back. For 
the Christian, there is something to challenge 
us in the future.

We look toward an ever-expanding 
testimony for our Lord. We grow in Christian 
service as we grow in grace and knowledge. 
Each new day is a new opportunity filled with 
exciting prospects. This is one advantage of 
being a Christian.

The forward look takes us all the way to 
heaven. We see our eternal reward and know 
that our labor is not in vain.

The forward look should also include the 
provision for what happens to our possessions 
after we go to heaven. God cannot be pleased 
with carelessness here. He gave us what we 
have. The disposition of it should have careful 
attention. This can be done only in a properly 
prepared will. This is the forward look. It 
keeps forever alive one’s hopes, ideals,, 
dedication, compassion, judgment, 
thoughtfulness, vision, and Christian 
testimony. In a will, one lets life prevail death 
because he planned with the forward look.

For information on preparing a Christian 
will, write the Tennessee Baptist Foundation, 
P. O. Box 347, Brentwood, Tenn., 37027.

committed suicide in June, A.D. 68.
1 Timothy was written probably in A.D. 65. 

In keeping with custom Paul began by signing 
the letter—“Paul, an apostle.” He addressed 
Timothy as “my own son in the faith.” He had 
most likely led him to Christ in Lystra on his 
first missionary journey. None of Paul’s 
associates was so close to Paul or trusted 
more by him than Timothy.

Paul’s usual salutation was “grace” and 
“peace”. Only in his letters to Timothy did he 
add “mercy” (not in best texts of Titus 1:4). 
Why he added this word is a mystery. Was he 
having an unusually hard time in Ephesus? 
“Mercy” is akin to “grace,” meaning that in 
loving-kindness God saves the believer with 
no strings attached.

Devotional

Give what you have
By W.D. Thomason

“But such as I have, give I thee...(Acts 3:6).
Peter and John were givers who gave plen

ty of what they had—love, compassion, 
courage, and faith. Their “gift” challenged a 
crippled man to be made whole.

Peter and John, like us today, could not give 
of what they did not have.

The truth is, we give 
away exactly what we 
possess in our hearts 
and minds. When a 
person’s mind and 
heart is filled with 
hatred and strife, a 
path of violence and 
destruction follows 
him. Murder, rape, 
assaults, fighting, 
drunkenness, and 
other evil acts are the Thomason
natural outflow of a person’s frustrated life.

When a person’s mind and heart is filled 
with envy and jealousy, negative, critical, 
and cynical attitudes surface. A poisoned at
mosphere follows such a person.

Thank God there are others whose lives are 
touched daily by the Master. Their minds and 
hearts are filled with love, which manifests 
itself in kindness, goodness, mercy, and 
courteousness. Life is more beautiful 
wherever they go.

Others have not only love, but faith and vi
sion. They challenge all of us who are maimed 
and crippled to try again—to believe the im
possible. Through such challenge, mountains 
and barriers come tumbling down.

We are all givers of either good or evil. Our 
hearts are filled with something and con
sciously or unconsciously, we are giving it 
away.

“Keep thy heart with all diligence for out of 
it comes forth the deeds of life.” (Proverbs 
4:23).

Thomason is pastor of First Baptist Church, 
Smyrna.
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Children’s
I B M p* °*Box 347Homes
I EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR/TREASURER
I EVANS B. BOWEN

Our Mother's Day promotional 
materials are ready. All pastors should 
have already received a sample packet. 
We are eager to provide these materials 
to all of our churches. It would be a good 
idea to ask your pastor if he received his 
packet. Try as we may, we always fail 
to reach some. Sev
eral reasons account 
for this: wrong ad
dress, incomplete 
mailing lists, and 
poor postal service. 
We aren't anxious 
to duplicate orders 
but we much rather 
send two rather 
than none.

Our Mother’s Day
Evans B. Bowen

Offering Goal this year is $500, K»M . That
is 11 % higher than last year. We need 
your help to reach it. And we must reach 
it because it is a part of our operational 
budget. It will go to buy food, clothing, 
medical needs, and school supplies for 
our children. This Goal was set twelve 
months ago — long before we knew 
what inflation would be. If we were do
ing it today, it would be set even higher.

Because we are keenly aware of the 
economic uncertainties, run-away prices 
and other indices that forecast less than 
an optimistic picture; we get as much 
use from every dollar as possible. The 
needs of our children continue and we 
are doing our best to serve them in the 
best possible way. The food they eat 
costs more. The clothing they wear is 
more expensive (while the quality is no 
better). Their medical needs continue to 
rise in cost. In fact, everything that we 
are doing for them is costing con
siderably more. So we are asking you to 
help us meet their needs by giving a lit
tle more.

We would remind you that Jesus said, 
"I was hungry and you fed me. I was sick 
and you ministered unto me..." Every 
time you help a little child in His name — 
you are helping Jesus.

Much of our Ministry is done by faith. 
However, Tennessee Baptists have an 
excellent giving record and we know 
that God will use you to meet the needs 
of Tennessee Baptist Children's Homes.

Second Thoughts
Without the risk of failure, there could 

be no success. Learn from your failures 
and forget them. It's the number of 
times you hit the target that counts, not 
the number of misses.

Here's why history frequently repeats 
itself: Most humans don't listen the first 
time!

Memphis Is A Busy Place
Many children need a 

little extra help to keep 
pace with their age 
group. An excellent 
tutoring program is 
directed by Mrs. Keith 
Wilson. Pictured below 
is Miss Karen Cooper 

some first and
second graders.
helping

All of the children coming into care at 
Memphis are given psychological ex
aminations. Dr. Don Rogers is working 
with two children who recently came in
to our care.

Mr. and Mrs. Tom Loines are our 
newest houseparents. They are pictured 
with five of the children from their cot
tage. The beaming smiles on the faces of 
the Loines might be explained by their 
joy in being in God's will. They left their 
jobs on a church staff to come to the 
Memphis Home.

Regular staff meetings are held. The 
refreshments served following the 
meeting add greatly to the fellowship.

eWsss-WBBBi

Mrs. L. V. Biggs and Mrs. Raymond 
Bailey are members of the First Baptist 
Church, Millington. Once each month, 
ladies from this church come to do 
mending and sewing. What a help! No 
houseparent would ever get all the 
mending done.

Ten Commandments
For Parents

Lowell D. Milburn

I. ’Thou shall love all the children, not |ust cer
tain ones or those who measure up to your expec
tations or the ones easy to love." Many times kids 
get the message, "I love you only if you do this or 
that." Our love must not be conditional. We must 
assure them that disapproval of one's behavior 
does not mean rejection of the person.

II. 'Thou shalt accept each child as he Is." When 
the prodigal returned, the father did not say: "Go 
take a bath or get your hair cut or are you going to 
keep rules?" He accepted him as he was. The im
portant thing is beginning where the child is.

III. 'Thou shah provide a caring consistency for 
the children." Smith and Smith in a book entitled 
Child Management say, "Inconsistency creates 
chronic anxiety in the child. He does not know 
what to expect from us and it upsets him. 
Responses to inconsistency are temper tantrums, 
feigning illness, and depression. Consistency is 
then vital, because it makes the child feel secure."

IV. 'Thou shah not belittle or degrade a child." 
Avoid what has been called the "Grapes of 
Wrath." Avoid insults. "You are a disgrace to your 
school and family!” Avoid name calling. "You 
clumsy idiot! Why do you spill the milk at every 
meal?" Avoid threats. "If you don't settle down, 
you are not going to watch television for two 
weeks." Avoid prophesying. If you don’t 
straighten up, you are going to end up in the 
penitentiary."

V. 'Thou shalt communicate with the children." 
Talk about things. Let children express their feel
ings of anger, hate and resentment. If they talk 
about their feelings, they won't act them out.

VI. 'Thou shalt keep thy sense of humor." On 
the tombstone of W.C. Fields are the words, 'All 
things being equal, I'd rather be in Philadelphia." 
He never lost his sense of humor. Do not laugh at 
children, laugh with them, but most of all, laugh at 
yourself.

VII. 'Thou shalt let them know they can win 
friends, even If you are the only one." The Navajos 
have a beautiful custom. If one wants to be your 
friend, he comes and sits with you. Navajos feel 
the most valuable thing you can give is part of your 
time. My daughter's first child was having pro
blems accepting the second child. A psychologist 
advised her, "Give your first child some of your un
divided attention and time each day." This has 
worked miracles in his case.

VIII. 'Thou shalt help children find successes by 
building on their strengths." Look for ways to com
pliment. Give as much praise as you do criticism.

IX 'Thou shalt believe In the child, no matter 
who he Is, where he Is from, or what he has done." 
A speaker at a child care workshop in Austin said, 
"The biggest single task is convincing the child to 
believe he is really worth something."

X. 'Thou shalt sot an example for the children In 
word, In love. In spirit. In faith, and purity." So
meone has said thdt an education was John 
Hopkins on one side of the log, and a child on the 
other. Child care is a person. It is effective if you 
are effective. Jesus said to His disciples, "You are 
the salt of the earth." What Is salt? I like the little 
boys definition "Salt is what makes people 
thirsty." We are to make children "thirsty" for a 
higher, better way of life — thirsty for kindness, 
thirsty for love, thirsty for fairness, and thirsty for 
Christ.

How To Communicate
Avoid Absolutes. Never accuse with 

words such as "You are never compos
ed... You are good for nothing... You 
don't love me... You are always worry
ing, etc." Find justification for the 
unusual behavior. The other person will 
become what you see him or her poten
tially becoming. Don't condemn. Find a 
foundation on which you can build.

Don't ever Ridicule. Nothing will 
estrange someone more than when he 
or she realizes you are making fun of 
them. Concern yes, but never ridicule.

State Your Position Clearly. Ambiguity 
brings confusion and confusion creates 
desperation. Don't speak meaningless 
words. Let your words project your per
sonality of compassion. You don't have 
to agree with the other person. It is an 
art to make the other person agree with 
your conclusion. Point out clearly the 
consequences of the various choices that 
can be taken in a given situation. Make 
the other person love you not necessari
ly for what you say but for the way you 
say it. Truth uncouthly stated hurts, but 
lovingly embellished heals. Love does 
not make us hypocrites but therapists.

Accent the possibility of a harmonious 
co-existence of different people. The 
eye needs the hand and vice versa 
although they are different. Husband 
and wife and children don't all have to 
think alike to live together harmonious
ly. Mutual respect of constitutional dif
ferences must be communicated. Your 
marriage and parenting will hit the 
rocks if you impose your views instead 
of having them respected because you 
are what you are.

A Loved One 
Remembered

While it is true that bouquets are best 
given to the living, there is an ap
propriate way to honor the memory of a 
loved one.

The Christ who will ultimately conquer 
death is the same Christ who loved little 
children. And a memorial gift to Ten
nessee Baptist Children's Homes will 
allow the love of God to flow to children, 
in the name of your loved one.

Gifts will be acknowledged by a letter 
to the family, letting it know that the 
memory of the deceased is helping pro
vide medical care and educational op
portunities to children in need.

Enclose the form below with your gift 
or simply include the necessary informa
tion on a separate piece of paper.

MEMORIAL FORM—Please fill in and mail 
with your contribution

Date_______________________________

Name of Deceased_______________________
I

City and State | 

Letter of Acknowledgement to go to:

Full Name  |

Street Address_________________________ _

Donor Is—

Name_________________________________

Street Address___________________________

City and State___________________________
Mail to:

Tennessee Baptist Children's Homes, Inc.
P.O. Box 347
Brentwood, Tennessee 37027 1
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UNIFORM SERIES
Lesson for Sunday, March 30

B4PFISIS Thomas
By William L. Blevins, professor of religion 

Carson-Newman College, Jefferson City

BAPTISTS
Basic Passage: John 11:7-8, 14-16; 14:1-7; 20:19-29

laptUtR’viaw* 
'oflrwprtbon 
lindkwrwxy. 
Historical

L. Russ Bush and 
Tom J. Nettles

Foreward by W.A. Criswell

"Why a book on Baptist and the Bible? The contro
versial issues surrounding the various ideas about 
biblical authority have recently been thrust into 
the forefront of theological discussions in many 
Christian denominations.
Baptist no less than other groups, need to reach 
some kind of a consensus on what they believe 
doctrinally if they are to face the future with an 
effective bold mission thrust.''
This major work encompasses all areas of Baptists 
and the Bible and will be an invaluable tool for 
researchers, scholars, and laymen. 360 pages.
Cloth 0466-9 ................................................... $10.95

BAPTIST 
BOOK 
STORE

mOODY PRESS
THfe NAME YOU CAN TRUST

SPECIAL INSURANCE 
FOR NON-DRINKERS
AUTO—HOME—CHURCH—LIFE

for NON-DRINKERS ONLY
Agency Opportunities Available 

Career or Independent
□ Excellent training
□ Quality multi-line products
□ Working with nondrinkers
□ A lead-producing prospecting system
Q Incentives, awards, recognition for superior performance
□ Potential for management
□ Potential for my own business
□ Unlimited earning —$20,000 - $50,000 +

Name_________ _ ________________________________ ___
Ad d ress__________________________________________________
City----------- --------------------------------- State Zip__________

Tell me more about how to become a Preferred Risk Agent.
I understand Preferred Risk insures nondrinkers only. I am a total abstainer.

Focal Passage: John 11:16; 14:1-7; 20:24-29
It is not uncommon for persons to get stuck 

with labels that do not fit. Perhaps Thomas is 
the best example of this. Years ago someone 
called him “doubter.” Now the phrase 
“doubting Thomas” has become synonymous 
with anyone who manifests a lack of faith. 
It may be, however, 
that Thomas was not a 
doubter. Some New 
Testament versions 
have Jesus encourag
ing him to be not 
“unbelieving” but 
“believing.” Yet the 
Greek text can be 
translated another 
way. Was Thomas a 
doubter? Or was there
more substance to his Blevin* 
faith than meets the eye?

Commitment enough to die
Late in His ministry, Jesus received news 

that Lazarus, one of His best friends, had died 
(John 11:1-14). Jesus told the disciples that 
they would travel back to Judea to be with 
Lazarus’ family.

The disciples, however, attempted to 
dissuade Jesus from going. They had just 
escaped from Judea within an inch of their 
lives and were not anxious to return to that 
dangerous situation (John 11:7-8).

Thomas was the only disciple who had the 
courage to follow Jesus. He encouraged the 
other disciples to join him in following Jesus 
to Judea even if it did mean they would have 
to die with Him (John 11:16).

This certainly was not the behavior of a 
doubter. Men do not die for their doubts. They 
die only for what they believe in. Thomas was 
so committed to Jesus he was willing to die 
for Him.

Commitment enough to obey
Thomas was absent when the resurrected 

Jesus first appeared to the disciples in the up
per room (John 20:19-23).

The text does not tell us why Thomas was 
not there. Certainly it does not condemn his 
absence. The other disciples were there, 
however, because they were afraid (John 
20:19). They feared the Jewish authorities 
would do to them what they had done to Jesus. 
So they barricaded themselves behind locked 
doors. Why was Thomas not there? Perhaps 
he was not afraid of tije authorities. If he was 
committed to Jesus enough to die for Him, I 
think it is also possible that he was brave 
enough to live for Him in the open.

When the other disciples told Thomas about 
Jesus’ appearance in the upper room, 
Thomas remarked that he would not believe 
unless he saw the imprint of the nails and 
touched the scars on His hands and side (John

20:25). This statement certainly sounds like 
doubt, but it really may be an affirmation of 
loyalty.

Several days prior to His death, Jesus 
warned the disciples that many messianic 
pretenders would come after His death. He 
cautioned the disciples to be wary about 
following any of them. He encouraged the 
disciples to investigate any such pretender 
before committing themselves (Matt. 
24:3-26). In his response to the other disciples 
about “not believing” unless he saw the scars 
on Jesus’ body, Thomas was doing exactly 
what Jesus had told them all to do. He was 
testing to make sure the person who appeared 
in the upper room was really Jesus. The word 
translated “believe” in the text literally 
means “to commit.” Thomas was actually 
saying to his colleagues, “I know my Lord. He 
has marks in His hands and side. Unless the 
person you saw has these marks, I will not 
commit myself to him. I am committed only 
to Jesus. He is the only one I am going to 
follow.” Thomas was committed to Jesus 
enough to obey Him.

Committed enough to surrender
Jesus appeared to the disciples in the upper 

room one week following His first app- 
pearance. Thomas was present on this occa
sion. You will notice that the text does not say 
they were there “for fear of the Jews.” In any 
event, Jesus invited Thomas to touch the 
scars in His hands and side. Thomas, 
however, did not have to touch. Seeing was 
enough for him. Thomas fell where he was 
and confessed that Jesus was indeed his 
“Lord and God” (John 20:27).

Jesus’ statement “be not faithless, but 
believing” {John 20:27) is better translated, 
“be not uncommitted, but committed.” One 
look was enough for Thomas. This was no 
messianic pretender. This one bore the marks 
of the nails and the spear. He was indeed the 
Lord. And so Thomas surrendered himself 
again to Jesus (John 20:28).

A shared experience
Jesus made a statement to Thomas that in

cludes all of us: “Thomas, because thou hast 
seen Me, thou hast believed: blessed are they 
that have not seen, and yet have believed” 
(John 20:29, KJV). This is certainly no rebuke 
to Thomas. It is a promise to us. And the point 
is relatively clear. Thomas’ encounter with 
the risen Lord was not a private experience. 
Nor was it an experience based upon sight. 
Experiencing the risen Lord depends upon 
commitment. Although we today have never 
seen Jesus, He can be as real to us as He ever 
was to Thomas—if we commit ourselves to 
Him as Thomas did.

INSURANCE 
COMPANIES

Holllce Dickey, Tennessee Sales Manager
1007 Murfreesboro Road, Suite 101 

Nashville, TN 37217 Phone 615-367-9157
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LIFE AND WORK SERIES
Lesson for Sunday, March 30 Allen outlines approach to crisis

Coping with persecution
By John Lee Taylor, pastor 

West Jackson Baptist Church, Jackson
Basic Passage: Revelation 1:9; 2:8-11; 6:9-11; 11:15-19
Focal Passage: Revelation 1:9; 2:8-11; 6:9-11; 11:15-18

When John wrote the book of Revelation, 
the'cruel hardships of Roman persecution 
were being experienced by the followers of 
Christ. There was little that was bright for the 
future of the church. As John wrote from exile 
“on the island of Patmos” (1:9), his pen 
brought encourage
ment to the Christians 
in the latter years of 
the first century as 
they dealt with the 
problem of persecu
tion, oppression, and 
hostility.

Revelation is a book 
of Biblical literature 
which is called 
apocalyptic. Apoc
alyptic language has 
been described in several ways: coded ter
minology, cryptic script, picture language, 
interpretative symbolism, etc. John wrote in 
a manner understandable to his Christian 
reader but vague or unknown should it be in
tercepted by Roman officialdom. For an ex
panded discussion of apocalyptic writings, I 
suggest one should read the explanation of 
John H. McClanahan in Advanced Bible Study 
pp. 119-121.

A brother in suffering -1:9
John wrote Revelation in about A.D. 95 

while in exile on Patmos, a Greek island in the 
Aegean Sea off the coast of modern-day 
Turkey. He was exiled because of persecu
tion. Early in the book, he humbly identifies 
himself as a brother and companion in 
tribulation. The word, tribulation, means 
“sore trouble.”

The word, patience, in this verse means 
“steadfast endurance.” So, the author is one 
who not only shares in the suffering of Chris
tians, but stands with them in the kingdom in 
an endurance that is steadfast. Their 
kingdom was not of worldly power, but of God 
through Jesus Christ.

A brotherhood of suffering - 2:8-11
In 1:4, John addresses “the seven churches 

that are in Asia.” In chapters 2-3, John speaks 
to seven individual churches and cities in first 
century Asia Minor.

All the churches were experiencing the 
persecution of the Roman government. John 
affirms their communion in suffering in 
Christ. Each group receives his encourage
ment to hold firmly their hope in Christ.

This section (2:8-11) is addressed “to the 
angel of the church in Smyrna.” This group is 
known as “The Church of the Suffering 
Saints.” Unlike the other six churches, the 
church at Smyrna receives no criticism, only 
words of commendation. The challenge of 
Christ was to faithfulness even in the teeth of 
suffering and even unto death.

The Smyrna Christians are reminded that 
the crown awaits after the conflict. The crown 

is eternal life, for they have passed from 
death unto life!

A beautiful view from suffering - 6:9-11
This passage discusses the events 

associated with the opening of the fifth seal. 
The first four seals are related to events oc
curring on earth, while the fifth seal is from 
the perspective of Heaven.

The vision of the fifth seal answers two 
questions: What has happened to the mar
tyrs, and, why is God’s ultimate victory not 
immediately forthcoming?

Verse 11 gives the answers: God gave them 
a white robe which was a symbol of victory. 
He told them to rest for a while longer in His 
presence, and He told them that there were 
other believers who were yet to die.

The phrase “under the other” (6:9) in
dicates the security of those who have suf
fered and died for their faith in the Lord.

A bright victory over suffering — 11:15-18
This passage in all of its imagery rings with 

the victorious triumph of Jesus. The ab
soluteness of Christ’s control is emphasized 
by John’s use of the verb in the past tense. 
The reign of Christ will not pass away as will 
the rule of the Roman Emperor. Christ’s 
reign is “forever and ever” (15).

Carl Bates, pastor of First Baptist Church, 
Charlotte, N.C., recalls an event of a bygone 
day when as a boy in Liberty, Miss., he would 
purchase a nickle novel. Taking it home, he 
would begin reading it that evening.

The plot was invariably the ageless contest 
between hero, heroine, and villain.

Always it seemed that when Bates would 
arrive in his reading section of the novel when 
the villain appeared to be winning, his father 
would call to him to turn out the light. Quickly 
he would turn to the last chapter and read it. 
There, the villain would have been defeated, 
and the hero and heroine married “to live 
happily ever after.”

He would fall asleep saying to the villain, “I 
know what is going to happen to you” and to 
the hero and heroine, “Don’t worry. 
Everything is going to turn out well. I have 
read the last chapter!”

Our study today has given this strong 
assurance to Christians across the centuries. 
We have read the last chapter, and come what 
may in these intervening pages, we know that 
“The kingdoms of this world are become the 
kingdoms of our Lord and of His Christ, and 
He shall reign forever and ever!”

Revival Tent for Sale
60 x 40 ft. or 40 x 40 ft. Good condi
tion. $1400.

Call Richard Hedges
615/924-2370

BOLIVAR, Mo. (BP) - Jimmy R. Allen 
outlined an approach Christians may use to 
respond creatively to crisis during an address 
at Southwest Baptist College here.

“To receptively and creatively confront 
crisis in your life or in today’s world, you have 
to sense God’s calling and be alert to God’s 
directions,” said the president of the Southern 
Baptist Radio and Television Commission in a 
speech after receiving an honorary doctorate.

“You must be ready to move with whatever 
shape the crisis is, to play your part in facing, 
confronting, and solving problems, or at least 
rearranging the crisis that we face in our kind 
of world,” he declared.

Many people are not involved in solving 
world crises, “because we are waiting for the 
crucial opportunity for us to put our time in,” 
Allen said. “But God has His own kind of 
schedule and we have to live with a sense of 
alertness, of readiness, to move in where God 
opens doors. We should not expect Him to 
follow our desires.”

“The real energy problem is in the soul of 
America, in the spirit of America, in the 
malaise that has characterized an American 
that will allow a minority of people to elect the 
nation’s highest leaders,” he said.

Another problem in confronting crises is 
that “some of us have been so disillusioned by 
what we have seen happen that we haven’t 
understood that one of us can make a dif
ference,” Allen said.

“If we feel the whole world is too big for us 
to tackle, we should break it up into little 
pieces and work on one fragment at a time,” 
he said. “If each of us works on one segment 
we can tackle the whole world.”

Describing particular crises of our time, 
Allen said the moral issue of the 1980s is 
human sui vival as characterized by the pro

Peace, comfort, security... 
available today at Deer Lake.

blem of world hunger.
“As God’s trustees for this world, we should 

try to understand the resources God gave us 
so we can deal with the needs of humanity and 
at the same time not so deplete our resources 
as to cause us to lose the opportunity of sur
vival,” he said.

Allen also commented on the crisis of in
tegrity in American society: “Per
missiveness has bred an erosion of discipline 
and priorities. There have always been 
elements of corruption and greed. But the 
thing that bothers me is whether or not there 
has crept into the attitude of the total society 
the feeling that kind of thing is going to be 
tolerated and we shouldn’t get too excited 
about it.”

The Christian way to fight this attitude is to 
lead the kind of lifestyle that will “let God 
speak through you,” Allen said.

Annuity Board plans 
to expand project

DALLAS, Tex.—Plans to expand Project 
Partnership, an Annuity Board drive to raise 
$25-million in endowment funds during the 
next decade, are being made by Southern 
Baptist businessmen and lay leaders serving 
on the board’s newly organized Endowment 
Development Council.

Darold H. Morgan, Annuity Board presi
dent, said ways to enlarge the endowment 
drive launched by the retirement and in
surance planning institution last year were 
discussed in a meeting of the council here.

According to Morgan, money raised 
through Project Partnership will be used 
mainly to provide supplemental income for 
annuitants retired or on fixed incomes which 
have been devastated by inflation.

PAICO
PROFESSIONAL AUDIO 

INSTALLATION COMPANY

PERMANENT 
AND 

PORTABLE 
SOUND SYSTEMS 
FOR CHURCHES

P.O. BOX 41

Martin, TN 38237 901-587-5917
Jackion, TN 901-668-3358
Memphis, TN 901-386-1805

MICHAEL W. ABNEY, 
OWNER

PEW CUSHIONS
Master f 1 J
Crafted \ ) / With

// Loving Care

Call or write for specifications 
and price list.

NASHVILLE UPHOLSTERING CO.
2301 12th Ave. So., Nashville, Tn. 37204 

Phone 615-269-9628

also-pews upholstered or reupholstered

Deer Lake is a Christian retirement community 
developed with the senior adult in mind. Peaceftd sur' 
roundings, comfortable, fully-equipped single-story 
homes and a secure atmosphere...all are reality at Deer 
Lake.

.^e Several 1 bedroom units now
available for rent. $400 per month 

O^e plus utilities.

Deer Lake Retirement Community 
U.S. 70S and Hicks Road 

Nashville 385-3222, 646-3337 
Open every day, 1-5 p.m.
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Nominee for BWA's post dreams 
of 'truly worldwide fellowship'

By Carol Franklin
WASHINGTON (BP)—Gerhard Claas of 

Germany, nominee for general secretary of 
the Baptist World Alliance, has big dreams 
for the BWA—dreams of strengthening the in
volvement of Third World Baptists and 
development of a partnership approach to the 
organization’s work.

“The Baptist World Alliance has the great 
advantage of being a truly worldwide 
fellowship,” Claas said during a visit to the 
BWA’s Washington headquarters, where he 
will work if elected at the Baptist World Con
gress, July 8-10, in Toronto.

“It is not an American fellowship for the 
rest of the world, though some seem to think 
so,” he continued. “We must become real 
partners.”

Claas, who now lives in Hamburg, betrays 
to the casual viewer none of the crisp, Prus
sian characteristics many attribute to the 
stereotypical German. He is warm, engaging, 
and attractive. A BWA staffer concedes that 
even his statistical reports are “fascinating.”

A graduate of the Baptist seminary in 
Ruschlikon, Switzerland, Claas has served as 
a pastor and as both youth secretary and 
general secretary of the German Baptist 
Union. Most recently he has been associate 
secretary of the BWA for Europe.

A major goal for Claas is the strengthening

Vandalism in Jerusalem attributed
By Elizabeth F. Smith

JERUSALEM (BP)—The elderly man step
ped over broken glass as he entered the 
bookshop at Baptist House in west Jerusalem. 
He approached the pretty blonde clerk sitting 
behind the desk, handed her a bouquet of pink 
carnations, and said, “These flowers are for a 
very brave young lady.”

The man identified himself as a long-time 
resident of the apartment house across ths 
street and as a “neighbor.” He wanted Janice 
Young to know he was “ashamed” that van
dals had broken the large plate glass windows 
and door in the shop for a fourth time since 
Dec. 29.

Mrs. Young explained that Baptists believ
ed the incident was the work of a small group 
of extremists among the Orthodox Jews in the 
city. She told the visitor that Baptists were 
certain no long-time residents of the area

PARENTAL KIDNAPPING: BOUN
DARIES WIDEN—“Their stories sound like 
the scenario for an out-of-date spy movie. 
There is talk of false passports, elaborate 
disguises and payoffs to foreign bureaucrats 
talk of hideouts, getaway cars and escapes in 
light-engine planes. Suddenly, child snatching 
i^becoming a matter of world concern. In this 
Country alone some 100,000 children are ab
ducted each year by one parents, then hidden 
from the other parent, transported across 
state lines and, increasingly, across national 
boundaries. Similarly, growing numbers of 
foreign children are being brought into the 
United States, a development that troubles 
the authorities here and abroad. Why the rise 
in international child snatching? Observers 
cite several reasons: the ease of travel, the 
growth of multi-national corporations with 
workers scattered around the globe, the 
pressure for fathers’ rights and the worldwide 
increase in divorce rates. By far the most 
significant factor is divorce, according to 
Lawrence Stotter, past president of American 
Bar Association’s family law section.” THE 
NEW YORK TIMES, January 29, 1980)

of regional fellowships in Asia, Africa, and 
Latin America. “We don’t understand shar
ing in the developed world,” he charged. “No 
one is so poor he cannot share and no one is so 
rich he needs nothing.” He envisions a world 
network where the Third World and Eastern 
Europe are full partners in spreading the 
gospel and helping in relief efforts.

He spoke eloquently of the need for relief ef
forts on a scale that will make a real dif
ference to people. He also referred to the in
volvement of the BWA in the release of 
prisoners of conscience in Third World coun
tries.

“We must increase our political activities,” 
he said. “Outside of the United States and Bri
tain, Baptists are not political. The two 
kingdoms idea (of spiritual and secular 
realms) must be broken down before we can 
meet our responsibilities as Christians for 
peace on earth.”

“We are too isolated from the world, 
especially those of us who spend all our time 
with other Christians,” he declared. “Direct 
contact with non-Christians is necessary if we 
are to remember what we are doing and 
why.”

Claas acknowledged that his vision for the 
BWA will cost. “But we can do more even 
with the small budget we have,” he claimed. 
“And if all 33 million Baptists in the world 

were involved.
With a smile, the man said, “Thank you. 

You have lightened my heart.”
Several others who live near Baptist House 

have come into the shop to express their sor
row over the incidents. One neighbor, at great 
personal sacrifice, brought a donation of 
about $40 to help with repairs.

Other Christian churches, bookstores, and 
institutions in west Jerusalem have also been 
damaged and clerks and clergymen have 
been cursed and spat upon.

Tom Nabors, Southern Baptist Foreign Mis
sion Board representative and manager of the 
Baptist Book Store in east Jerusalem, reports 
there have been no similar incidents in his 
area of the city, which is predominantly Arab 
populated. Police have assured him they are 
keeping the bookstore under surveillance.

Workers at Baptist House now place 
plywood sections in front of the plate glass 
doors and windows of the facility and leave 
outside lights burning all night in an attempt 
to discourage vandalism.

Baptist House is used as a Sunday School 

EVIDENCE OF VANDALISM — The door to the Baptist House bookshop in west 
Jerusalem shows signs of the vandalism which has been prevalent in the past few 
months. The door and plate glass windows have been broken four times since the 
end of December. Windows and a door at Rehov Narkiss Baptist Church have 
been smashed twice.

gave one dollar a year, we could live on the in
terest and achieve our dreams.”

He noted that western European Baptists 
have begun giving 10 cents per member a 
year to be divided between the BWA and the 
European Baptist Federation. “Five cents 
per member a year is the highest level of giv
ing to the BWA in the world. In the United 
States it is less than one cent per member per 
year. We should make this known and make 
people ashamed.”

Despite his willingness to accept the 
challenge of BWA leadership, Claas main
tains that his heart is in the pastorate, and in 
Germany.

“I will stay in this position for eight, ten 
years at the most,” Claas declared. “After 
that, I hope for my own pulpit again where I 
can not only proclaim the gospel but have 
dialogue with my people and answer their 
questions. I will preach in my new position, of 
course, but you can never know the hearts of 
people when you are with them for only one 
hour—and you are doing all the talking!”

“I will leave my post with the BWA sooner 
if I see my successor emerging in a Third 
World nation.”

Claas is intensely serious about his mission 
with the BWA. He accepted the call to leave 
Hamburg reluctantly and said his children’s 
reaction was “If it is God’s will, we can’t 

and activities building for the congregation of 
the West Jerusalem Baptist Church and has 
served as the official headquarters of the 
Israel Baptist mission for many years. Once a 
week a group of Jewish believers holds Bible 
study and worship services there.

From time to time, since it was built by 
Baptists more than 60 years ago, Baptist 
House has been attacked by various ex
tremist groups. The latest incident was in 
February when one or more persons broke in
to a storeroom adjacent to the church 
building next door to Baptist House. The van
dals opened files and cartons of hymnbooks 
and created disorder.

Police are investigating the case, and the 
mayor of Jerusalem, Teddy Kollek, has pro
mised to pay for needed repairs as he has in 
all past incidents. It is city policy to pay for 
the repair of any damage done during “inter
ethnic” violence.

“Probably this is the work of one, two, or 
three fanatics,” states Robert Lindsey, 
Foreign Mission Board representative and 
pastor of the church. He expressed gratitude

CLAAS — big dreams for BWA

hinder it, but we aren’t excited.” He believes 
it is God’s will that he come to this new posi
tion though it means leaving children and 
homeland. His hope is to return to them in the 
not-too-distant future having built a stronger, 
more truly worldwide fellowship of Baptists.

“Then my wife and I can go back to the 
Bavarian Black Forest for our long 
vacations.”

Carol Franklin" former assistant to the 
director of information for the Baptist Joint 
Committee on Public Affairs, is minister of 
education at First Baptist Church, 
Washington.

to fanatics
that local police have appointed a special in
vestigator for this wave of attacks against 
Catholic and Protestant properties in Israel’s 
capital city. Several arrests have been made.

In a letter to the Jerusalem Post, an 
English-language newspaper with a wide 
local and foreign circulation, Lindsey wrote 
that Baptists considered the rash of violent 
anti-Christian incidents “the work of absurd, 
teen-age hooligans of foreign import who in no 
way represent the rank and file of normal, 
hard-working Israelis, many of whom have 
been firm friends of the Baptist community 
for some decades.”

The United Christian Council in Israel, of 
which Baptists are members, has issued an 
official protest over the anti-Christian 
violence and has called for guarantees of 
religious freedom and interfaith understan
ding in Jerusalem and throughout the coun
try.

On Feb. 4 Prime Minister Menachem Begin 
issued a statement to representatives of the 
Christian community, assuring them that 
vandalism against churches “will not be 
tolerated” and that authorities will “do their 
utmost” to prevent such incidents.

Mrs. Smith is press representative for the 
Israel Baptist mission.

HISTORICALLY
FROM THE FILES

50 YEARS AGO
The Methodist church in Carthage 

dismissed its evening program and 
joined with the Baptist church of Car
thage in welcoming H. D. Burns as 
pastor.

25 YEARS AGO
Mouth of Richland Baptist Church, 

Blaine, broke ground for a new sanc
tuary. Earl A. Jones was pastor.

Brook Hollow Baptist Church, 
Nashville, broke ground for a new 
building at Davidson Road and Brook 
Hollow, Merrill D. Moore was pastor.


