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CLC seminar explores 
ethical issues in 80s

1.5 million Baptists tithe 
says Stewardship Commission

NEW YORK (BP)—Southern Baptists from 
across the nation spent three days here ex
ploring ways to bring the resources of the 
Christian faith to bear on the ethical dilem
mas of the 1980s.

The minds of more than 400 participants 
whirled amidst an overwhelming array of ex
pert commentary on the ethical dimensions of 
hunger, education, economics, family life, 
race, personal lifestyles, international issues, 
church-state problems, women’s concerns, 
and technology. The seminar was sponsored 
by the Southern Baptist Christian Life Com
mission.

“One of the saddest sins of our time is the 
loss of confidence in other people,” said 
Albert McClellan, associate executive 
secretary of the Southern Baptist Executive 
Committee. “We see it most often in the 
cynicism of constant negativism, the im
petuous and thoughtless judgmentalism, and 
a quick, caustic analysis of other people and 
their motives.”

In contrast to God, “we don’t trust people, 
so we surround them with endless legalities,” 
McClellan said.

Noted theologian and church historian Mar
tin Marty declared that if the church is to 
gear up for the challenge of the 1980s it must 
avoid several “hazards.”

The “hazards,” he said, include the “new 
apocalyticism,” simplistic answers espoused 
by media evangelists, and the “unyielding 
ideologies” of “Christian militants” who 
refuse to listen to or cooperate with people of 
different viewpoints.

A variety of speakers with a variety of 
perspectives explored what Christian Life 
Commission Executive Director Foy Valen
tine called the “life and death ethical issues 
for the human race.”

Participants heard an array of speakers, 
and asked them questions in areas such as:

—Church-State: “The self-interest of some 
religious groups in getting government 
money has made them abandon their zeal for 
separation of church and state,” said John 
Swomley, professor of Christian ethics at St. 
Paul School of Theology, Kansas City. “Some 
religious groups, notably Baptists, Quakers, 
Seventh Day Adventists and Jews, learned 
long ago that the fewer privileges they ask for 
or accept for themselves from government, 
the less government intrusion.”

—Hunger: The world, said hunger expert 
Frances More Lappe, will solve the “outrage

Lay renewal emphasis 
reaches New Zealand

MEMPHIS (BP)—A Southern Baptist lay 
renewal specialist helped New Zealand Bap
tists launch a nation-wide lay renewal em
phasis which culminates in evangelistic ser
vices this fall.

David Haney, director of the lay renewal 
department at the Southern Baptist 
Brotherhood Commission, led renewal train
ing conferences for 1,300 New Zealand Baptist 
leaders during a three-week period ending 
March 15.

Southern Baptist pastors will cap the 
religious experience by leading revivals in 
New Zealand churches in October, Haney 
said.

of needless hunger” only when individuals 
take greater responsibility to cut through the 
myths and take effective action. She de
bunked a “myth” that scarcity is the cause of 
hunger. The problem, she said, is that of in
creasing concentration of control over food in
to the hands of fewer and fewer people from 
the village level to the level of international 
trade.

—Race: “Blacks have come a long way (in 
achieving liberty) but we still have a long way 
to go,” said Benjamin Hooks, NAACP ex
ecutive director and ordained Baptist 
minister. Noting that 50 percent of black 
children still attend schools as segregated as 
those in 1954, he said, “Sadly churches have 
joined the movement (to keep schools 
segregated), not for religious reasons, but 
because they don’t believe in integration.”

—Personal lifestyles: “We need people who 
will understand the violence that we (the 
American society) revere and see it as the 
ultimate human degradation,” said former 
U.S. Attorney General Ramsey Clark, who 
urged ending the glorification of violence, and 
called for handgun control.

—International issues: “The selfishness of 
sovereign states—large and small”—causes 
the breakdown of world peace, said UN 
Secretary General Kurt Waldheim, who 
urged the religious community to continue 
efforts toward peaceful solutions of world 
problems.

HE IS RISEN — The light of the world arose from the darkness of the grave. The 
crucifixion of Jesus Christ was not a case of another religious reformer going 
down in defeat. Jesus Christ was declared to be God's Son through the power of 
the resurrection. Photo by Mark Sandlin.

NASHVILLE (BP)-Of the 13.2 million 
Southern Baptists reported in 1978 
statistics, 1.5 million were tithers, ac
cording to a report heard during the recent 
annual meeting of the Southern Baptist 
Stewardship Commission.

In that year, the report said, per capita 
giving was $141.68. “It is almost incom
prehensible to estimate the gifts Southern 
Baptists would give to God’s work if 13 
million of us were to tithe rather than 1.5 
million,” the report said.

Between 1974 and 1978, the ratio of

Tennessee churches to send
lay teams to northeast Ohio

Tennessee will send 148 lay persons and 
seven pastors to northeast Ohio this month to 
work in an evangelization effort in the Steel 
Valley Association.

The project, sponsored by the Tennessee 
Baptist Convention Brotherhood department, 
will consist of revivals in 31 churches, sharing 
of testimonies, leading studies in Sunday 
School hours, other Bible studies, visitation, 
and music during the week of April 20-27.

Archie King, state Brotherhood director, 
said the Steel Valley Association, covers 
about 5,400 sq. miles in an area of over one-

Cooperative Program contributions from 
the churches to total gifts was an average 
of 8.92 percent. Recent statistics from the 
research department of the Sunday School 
Board, however, indicate that ratio was 8.3 
percent in 1979.

Commission members approved a 
1980-81 budget of $1,690,300 of which 
$310,000, or 18.3 percent, is anticipated in
come from Cooperative Program receipts. 
Additional income is received through the 
sale of materials and consultant fees for 
the “Together We Build” program of 
capital funding.

million population. About half of the popula
tion is in the Youngstown metropolitan area.

Ann Tucker, director of missions office in 
Steel Valley, told Baptist and Reflector that 
the association has 29 Baptist churches and 11 
missions. About seven out of 10 people are 
lost, she stated. The majority of the churched 
are Roman Catholic. There are only about 
4,000 Baptists in the area, from Lake Erie to 
the Ohio River.

In preparation for the revivals. King held a 
training session for the Ohio pastors, toured 
the association, and led three Bible studies at 
the annual associational meeting last fall 
Churches which will be involved in the 
revivals have held 10-week training sessions 
in lay evangelism and church preparation. 
The sessions offered instruction on topics 
such as the church, new’ birth, sin. man. 
witnessing, etc.

King explained that one of the congrega
tions where a revival will be held is a Spanish
speaking church. He hopes to obtain a lay per
son who can conduct the revival in Spanish.

Emphasizing witnessing, Don Davidson, 
Steel Valley missions director, said for the 
past five years, the major priority in the 
northeast Ohio area has been establishing 
new missions This year, however, the 
number one priority will be lay involvement.

Tennessee churches scheduled to par
ticipate in the project include: First Baptist 
Church, LaFollette; Dalewood Baptist 
Church, Nashville; Southeast Baptist Church, 
Murfreesboro; Hickory Hills Baptist Church, 
Memphis; First Baptist Church. Mur
freesboro; Indian Springs Baptist Church, 
Kingsport; Calvary Baptist Church, Union 
City; Fairview Baptist Church, Lebanon; 
North Knoxville Baptist Church, Knoxville; 
Harpeth Heights Baptist Church, Nashville; 
Havenview Baptist Church, Memphis; 
Hilldale Baptist Church, Clarksville; First 
Baptist Church, Carthage; Highland Park 
Baptist Church, Columbia; Southland Baptist 
Church, Memphis; Powell’s Chapel Baptist 
Church, Murfreesboro. Also participating 
are: Monte Vista Baptist Church, Maryville; 
First Baptist Church, Whiteville; First Bap
tist Church, Tracy City; Green River Baptist 
Church, Waynesboro, and First Baptist 
Church, Waynesboro; Everett Hills Baptist 
Church, Maryville; First Baptist Church, 
Cookeville; Sanford Hill Baptist Church. 
Henderson; and Indiana Avenue Baptist 
Church, LaFollette.
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Peace conference urges 
disarmament programs

CHARLOTTE, N.C. (BP)—Increased 
military might is not the way to world peace 
that Christians should seek, according to 
speakers at a peacemaking conference at 
Myers Park Baptist Church in Charlotte, N.C.

Mike Clark, minister of the disarmament 
program at the Riverside Church in New 
York, said the fallacy of military strength as 
a deterrent to aggression is illustrated by the 
crisis in Iran. First, the powerful shah, with 
access to the latest lethal firepower, was 
deposed by a virtually non-violent movement. 
Secondly, the U.S., with the strongest 
military force in the world, is being held 
hostage by a group of students.

Clark challenged conference participants to 
make the difference in United States policy. 
“The nuclear threat is a threat to our whole 
creation and now Christians are beginning to 
realize the response is one of faith,” he con
tended.-. “Southern Baptist churches, in the 
next 10 years, may well be a crucial determin
ing factor in the outcome of the century.”

The Myers Park event, attended by over 
200, was the second peace conference at a 
Southern Baptist church. Glen Stassen, the 
prime mover behind the first such meeting in 
February 1979 at Deer Park Baptist Church in 
Louisville, Ky., said in Charlotte that the 
United States theoretically has the power to

Restore character, retain reason 
Baptist college president urges

Instead of being a place for reflection and 
the critical evaluation of society, colleges and 
universities have taken on the trappings of 
social propriety and managerial efficiency, 
the president of Mercer University said in 
New York last week.

R. Kirby Godsey told the seminar on 
‘Ethical Issues for the ’80s,’ sponsored by the 
Southern Baptist Christian Life Commission, 
that the loss of “transcendence” is the cor
nerstone of the current crisis in education.

Godsey charged that universities have 
moved away from the task of “learning, 
understanding and growth of the human 
spirit” and have become dominated by the 
“merchant ethics.”

“We’re learning to perform better in 
economic domain and that has become 
primary purpose of education,” he said.

the 
the

Education must once again focus on reason, 
the president stressed. “We have diluted the 
power of reason and replaced it with the 
power of strategy and politics. We need to 
elevate reason again, to enable people to sub

C-N offers assistance 
to gifted students

A new scholarship program, designed to aid 
the intellectually gifted student, will be in
itiated this fall at Carson-Newman College in 
Jefferson City, according to Cordell Maddox, 
president.

Eligible for consideration to receive a 
Presidential Scholarship will be those enter
ing freshmen who rank in the top 10 percent of 
their class and have scored a composite of 28 
or better on the ACT or SAT tests, Maddox ex
plained. In addition, these students must have 
maintained at least a 3.25 grade point average 
on a 4.0 scale. Recipients must be active in 
church, school, or community activities.

Carson-Newman’s Presidential Scholars 
will receive scholarships ranging from $500 to 
full tuition.

“So many of the scholarships and aid 
available today are based on need, and the in
tellectually gifted student is often not re
warded for their abilities,” the president 
stated. Interested students should make ap
plication through the college’s admissions of
fice.

deliver more than 6,500 megatons of nuclear 
explosives on more than 11,000 targets.

Stassen, associate professor of Christian 
ethics at Southern Baptist Theological 
Seminary, emphasized the increased 
likelihood of the use of nuclear weapons and 
said control must be mutual between the 
superpowers. “It is imperative we take the 
forgiving words of Jesus concerning our 
brothers to the people of Russia for the sur
vival of those we love,” Stassen said.

Bill Elder, director of Christian citizenship 
in the Southern Baptist Christian Life Com
mission, called for hope in the time of anger 
and frustration. “We must recover the 
ministry of hope and peace,” he said.

Elder, himself once a congressional can
didate, explained that policy is shaped in an 
election year and said, “Public opinion is the 
most important policy-maker.” The reason 
presidential candidates are not addressing 
the peace issue is because the voters are not 
pushing the nuclear disarmament programs, 
he said.

Americans appear confused on the issues 
affecting world peace, according to Elder. 
Almost 60 percent of Americans in a survey 
said they supported a nuclear limitations 
treaty with Russia. However, 64 percent said 
they wanted increased U.S. spending 
nuclear arms.

for

ject their disputes and disagreements 
reason and debate.”

to

The Baptist college president from Macon, 
Ga., also told some 400 conference par
ticipants that concern for character must be 
restored to education. “We cannot be content 
to educate only for the purpose of perfor
mance. More important than what college 
graduates will be able to do will be who they 
are and their ability to bring compassion, in
tegrity and virtue to their work and their 
human relationships.”

For this reason, said Godsey, “I have cast 
my own lot with Christian education — not 
because Christians have all the answers. 
They do not. But because it is imperative as 
we face decades of scarcity and fear that peo
ple be able to act with wisdom and bring 
grace and righteousness to bear upon human 
conflict and uncertainty.”

Complete recovery 
expected for Cothen

NASHVILLE (BP)-Grady Cothen, 
president of the Southern Baptist Sun
day School Board, is progressing 
satisfactorily and is expected to have a 
complete recovery following surgery 
March 26 to remove an abdominal 
maligfiancy.

About 70 percent of Cothen’s stomach 
was removed in a three-hour operation, 
but the cancer was confined to the wall 
of the stomach and no other organs 
were affected.

His personal physician, Lawrence 
Grossman, described Cothen’s condi
tion as “good.”

Cothen was moved to the critical care 
unit of Nashville’s St. Thomas Hospital 
several hours after surgery. He was 
later moved out of critical care and is 
expected to be released from the 
hospital at the end of this week.

The top administrator at the board, 
Cothen is not expected to resume his 
duties for at least five weeks. In his 
absence, James Clark, executive vice- 
president, is acting as chief executive 
officer of the board.

ORGANIST HONORED — Mrs. Willard Evins, former church organist at First Bap
tist Church in Dyer for 30 years, views a new organ which was dedicated in her 
honor at the church. From left are: music committee members, Mrs. Douglas Dun
can and Mrs. Neil Ernest; Mrs. Evins, and Pastor Paul Barkley.

Solution of hunger problem 
lies with people, Lappe says
NEW YORK (BP) — The world will solve 

the “outrage of needless hunger” only when 
individuals assume their responsibility to cut 
through the myths and take effective action, 
hunger expert Frances More Lappe said in 
New York.

“The problem will never be solved by some 
government expert,” Lappe told over 400 par
ticipants in a national seminar on “Ethical 
Issues for the ’80s,” sponsored by the 
Southern Baptist Christian Life Commission.

Several “basic myths” paralyze effective 
action against hunger, she said, debunking 
commonly held beliefs that scarcity causes 
hunger and that increased production will 
solve problems. “The illusion of scarcity is 
created by economic and political systems,” 
Lappe declared. Globally, she said, “3,000 
calories are produced for every person every 
day in grain alone.”

The problem is that of increasing concen
tration of control over food into the hands of 
fewer and fewer people from the village level 
to international trade. In Bangladesh, for ex
ample, one of the countries “*seen by 
Americans as hopeless” from the standpoint 
of food production, everyone could be fed if 
grain were distributed equitably, she 
explained.

Neither will new technology solve the 
hunger problem, Lappe said. It produces 
more food which is utilized by the controllers 
and still doesn’t feed the hungry. She said half 
the food in Brazil is fed to livestock.

“Inefficiency in the current anti
democratic food system results in half the 
land being used to grow five export com
modities” in the United States “We must re
define efficiency in terms of human need. We 
must study current use of land.”

Lappe also debunked a “myth” that shift in 
control will cut down production, pointing out

Baptist discuss trends 
in Spanish literature

EL PASO, Tex.—Representatives from 18 
Spanish-speaking nations meeting in El Paso 
discussed future trends in Christian literature 
for the Spanish-speaking world.

The 50 key Baptist leaders in wholesale and 
retail distribution met for five days of con
ferences at the Baptist Spanish Publishing 
House. Conference theme, “The Challenge of 
the 80s,” put the Baptists on a course to at
tempt to determine the future of literature 
distribution in the Spanish world for the next 
five to 10 years.

Publishing house personnel presented ac
tivity reports and exchanged ideas with the 
representatives.

N. Aldo Broda, general director of the 
publishing house, challenged the group: “We 
are not just in the literature business, but in a 
ministry of the printed page to present the 
claims of Jesus Christ to the Spanish world.” 

that surveys in country after country show 
that small producers produce more value per 
acre.

“U.S. farmers,” she added, “are victimized 
by being forced to compete with each other 
for survival.” They are victims of “monopoly 
control” of equipment involving overcharges, 
and the system forces them to abuse soil con
servation just to make it through another 
year. “I talked to farmers who know that 
planting a crop year after year will ruin the 
soil,” she said, “but they can’t slow down 
because of the system. Some areas have a 
level of soil erosion approaching the dustbowl 
era.”

Foust to write first 
Bible Book lessons

Jerry Foust, pastor of Mt. Tirzah Baptist 
Church, Newbern, will be the first writer of 
the Baptist and Reflector’s commentary on 
the Bible Book Series Sunday School lessons.

The Bible Book Series was launched by the 
Baptist Sunday School Board in October of 
1978, giving churches a 
third option for Sun
day School curric
ulum. Due to the 
number of churches in 
Tennessee that are 
using the series (about 
15 percent of the 
churches in the state), 
the Baptist and Reflec
tor recently decided to 
provide a weekly com
mentary based on the Foust
Bible Book lessons.

Foust’s first commentary, for use Sunday, 
April 6, appears in this issue on page40.

A native of Greenfield, Foust has been 
pastor of the Newbern church since June, 
1979. Before that he was pastor of the Toone 
(Tenn.) Baptist Church for eight years. He 
had previously been pastor of churches in 
Beaver Dam, Ky.; Greensburg, Ind.; and 
Union City.

A graduate of Union University, Jackson, 
and Southern Baptist Theological Seminary, 
Louisville, Foust is currently a member of the 
Executive Board of the Tennessee Baptist 
Convention and vice-president of the West 
Tennessee Baptist Pastors’Conference.

He is married to the former Patsy Tucker of 
Greenfield. They have two children.

Burrows to lead chaplains
ST. LOUIS (BP)—Charles W. Burrows, 

Lakeland, Fla., was elected president of the 
Association of Baptist Chaplains which met m 
annual session in St. Louis.

The group is composed of Southern Baptist 
ministers who are chaplains in hospitals, 
other institutions and in industry.
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80 Baylor coeds pose 
for Playboy photographer

WACO, Tex. (BP)—Responding to Playboy 
magazine’s report that it photographed about 
80 Baylor University coeds, the school’s presi
dent, Abner V. McCall, said disciplinary ac
tion will be taken against any Baylor woman 
appearing nude in the magazine.

Playboy photographer David Chan said 
response at the Southern Baptist university 
was about 45 below the average of other 
Southwest Conference schools, and that most 
of the women were seniors.

McCall said: “Southern Baptists have 
several moral codes that we uphold, and por
nography is not one of them. If a Baylor 
woman chooses to pose nude for Playboy then 
Baylor’s disciplinary committee will take ac
tion.”

The recent photo session with Chan was a 
preliminary screening from which four or 
five finalists will be selected to pose for 
publication later this spring. None of the 
preliminary shots were taken nude.

During the Playboy controversy three 
senior editors of the Baylor student 
newspaper, the Lariat, were fired and two 
journalism faculty members resigned in pro
test.

McCall said he didn’t object to balanced 
news coverage of the Playboy episode, only to 
editorials advocating a stance contrary to 
Baptist doctrines stated in university policy

Mercer trustees okay 
medical school plans

MACON Ga. (BP)—Mercer University 
trustees have voted to proceed with plans to 
start a medical school in Macon, Ga., but ap
proved stringent restrictions to guarantee the 
university won’t be jeopardized by any finan
cial problems the medical school might incur.

President R. Kirby Godsey told trustees 
that he foresees a balanced budget for the» 
medical school for the 1980-81 and 1981-82 
academic years. But after that, he expects 
the medical school to encounter a budget 
deficit of at least $2-million per year through 
1985.

The Macon-Bibb County Hospital Authority 
will build a medical school classroom 
building on Mercer land deeded it by the 
trustees.

Trustees also approved Godsey’s recom
mendations that the Middle Georgia com
munity be given major responsibility for pro
viding the “shortfall” needed to balance 
medical school budgets after 1982.

And, they told the medical authority that 
Godsey and Mercer trustees will have 
authority to close the school at any time they 
feel funds are not in sight for a balanced 
budget.

If that time should come, Mercer Universi
ty would have first option on reacquiring the 
property and building used by the medical 
school.

Godsey told reporters at a press conference 
in Macon, “Mercer is committed to re
sponding to the people of Macon who have ex
pressed a desire for a medical school. But, 
Mercer is not able to handle such a project 
alone...People of Macon and Middle Georgia 
simply must provide the shortfall needed to 
balance the budget.”

Macon has talked of a medical school for 
about 10 years. Initial requests came from 
Middle Georgia Chamber of Commerce. 
Mercer agreed to work with civic and medical 
leaders to develop the school.

Contracts were to be signed last week to 
build the medical school building adjacent to 
the Mercer campus in Macon. It will cost over 
$4-million. Target date for the first student to 
enter is the fall of 1981.

Macon voters approved a $7-million bond 
issue for the medical school several years 
ago. The state of Georgia has allocated 
$5-million for the school. And medical school 
backers have raised about $1.7-million in gifts 
and pledges.

guiding editorials, or to point-of-view stories 
that did so.

Donald M. Williams, associate professor of 
journalism, ceased teaching March 3, but will 
be paid in full through the end of the school 
year.

F. Dennis Hale, associate professor of jour
nalism, later resigned in protest to the. ad
ministration’s treatment of Williams and the 
three student editors, but will continue his 
teaching responsibilities through the end of 
the 1980 summer term.

Hale, who has taught press law and ethics 
at Baylor since 1976, said President Abner V. 
McCall’s publishing restrictions and the cir
cumstances surrounding the dismissal of 
Williams and the editors conflicted with what 
he said is good journalistic ethics.

After suspending the printing of the Lariat 
for two weeks, the board of publications 
elected three new editors in a March 24 
meeting. They are Philip Brown, editor-in- 
chief; Jim Bridges, city editor; and Keith 
Howard, news editor. The Lariat resumed 
publication March 26.

“The new editors have had previous ex
perience with the Lariat in various leadership 
roles and will do an excellent job in finishing 
out the school year,” said Loyal Gould, chair
man of the journalism department.

Gould said no new rules or enforcements 
had been placed on the Lariat staff as a result 
of the recent controversy.

“President McCall reiterated the policy 
which was present when I took this position in 
1974, but did not place additional controls,” 
Gould said. “The policy has always included 
that editorials shall not be written favoring 
atheism, homosexuality, promiscuity, por
nography, and use of narcotics or alcohol, and 
that policy has not changed.”

Joe Odle dies
JACKSON, Miss. (BP)—Joe T. Odle, editor 

of Mississippi’s Baptist Record from 1959 to 
1976, died March 24 after a brief illness. He 
was 71.

Odle, associate executive secretary of the 
Mississippi Baptist Convention from 1956 to 
1959, was a graduate of Tennessee's Union 
University, Jackson, and was pastor of two 
Tennessee churches in 1929-30, First Baptist 
Church, Gallaway, and Rossville Baptist 
Church.

During his career, he also served as pastor 
of churches in Mississippi, Illinois, and Ken
tucky.

While editor of the Baptist Record, the 
newspaper for Mississippi Baptists, Odle was 
president of the Southern Baptist Press 
Association in 1971. He was awarded 
honorary life membership by the Associated 
Church Press in 1977 for contributions to 
religious journalism.

After his retirement he filled several in
terim pastorates, including that of First Bap
tist Church Pearl Harbor in Honolulu, 
Hawaii. At his death, he was recording 
secretary of the Mississippi Baptist Conven
tion.

Survivors include his wife, Mabel; mother, 
Mrs. Winona Ice; daughter, Mrs. Roland 
Maddox; and two grandchildren.

Belmont College to host 
middle Tennessee pastors

Middle Tennessee Baptist Pastors’ Con
ference will hold its quarterly meeting April 3 
on the campus of Belmont College, Nashville. 
The meeting will begin with lunch at 11 a.m. 
in the college’s small dining hall.

Franklin Paschall, pastor of Nashville’s 
First Baptist Church and former president of 
the Southern Baptist Convention, will be the 
speaker. Music will be directed by Jerry War
ren, chairman of Belmont’s music depart
ment.

HISTORIANS — The role of church history in Baptist life was examined at the first 
Historical Workshop, which was held last month in Murfreesboro.

First history workshop held
“An erosion of our denomination’s heritage 

has come because we do not know our history 
and heritage,” Walter Shurden told the first 
Tennessee Baptist Historical Workshop 
March 21-22 at First Baptist Church. Mur
freesboro. Shurden is professor of church 
history at Southern Baptist Theological 
Seminary, Louisville, Ky.

The registration for the two-session 
workshop was 32. •

Noting that history has never been as im
portant to Southern Baptists as it is today, 
Shurden admitted that “one reason we don’t 
know about our history is because of 
historians. We don’t know how to ‘market’ 
history and make it interesting.”

Shurden, who formerly taught at Carson- 
Newman College, Jefferson City, said that 
Baptists need to know about their history 
because it provides information, inspiration. 
Biblical interpretation, introspection, and an 
indication of trends. “Some Baptists cannot 
understand the Bible because our historv is 
unknown or unheaded,” he added.

In addition to the general session, five 
group conferences were held at the workshop, 
dealing with the role of church clerks in re
cording history, processing and cataloging 
historical materials, recording and using oral 
history, genealogical searches in history 
research, and preserving history in print and 
nonprint materials.

The workshop was conducted by the Ten

Brazilian Baptists 
to reinforce work

RICHMOND, Va.—Marlene Nobrega, a 
missionary appointed by the Brazilian Bap
tist Foreign Mission Board last fall, is 
awaiting an entry permit to Mozambique so 
she can join Valnice Coelho, Mozambique’s 
only Baptist missionary since 1975.

Miss Coelho began working in the country, 
a former overseas state of Portugal, in 1971 
and remained when other missionaries, in
cluding two Southern Baptist couples, left the 
country because of political unrest following 
independence in 1975.

Miss Coelho and three Baptist pastors work 
with 14 Baptist congregations—six churches 
and eight mission points—according to a re
cent report from Marion G. (Bud) Fray Jr., 
field representative for southern Africa for 
the Southern Baptist Foreign Mission Board. 
The last previous report indicated that seven 
churches and five national pastors were ac
tive in the country.

When asked why she stayed, Miss Coelho 
said, “God hasn’t told me to leave. God has 
called me to give my life in Africa, and there 
is still much land to be possessed.” She is the 
only evangelical missionary that Fray knows 
is now living in Mozambique.

One of the three pastors, Aaron Simon 
Mbulu, who is pastor of Beira and Dondo Bap
tist churches, was trained at Baptist schools 
in Rhodesia, said fray. When Mbulu went to

nessee Baptist Historical Society and directed 
by Jean Adkinson, church media consultant 
for the Tennessee Baptist Convention.

IMPORTANT — Former Tennessean 
Walter Shurden told the History 
Workshop that Baptists must know 
their heritage in order to deal with to
day’s problems and opportunities.

appoint woman 
in Mozambique

Mozambique three years ago to visit his 
father, his travel documents were con
fiscated, so he began preaching and planting 
churches in that country. Miss Coelho leads 
the Dondo church as moderator, while Mbulu 
baptizes and celebrates the Lord’s Supper 
there.

Heart attack takes life
of Park Avenue headmaster

Wilburn Dugger, headmaster of Park 
Avenue Baptist School in Nashville, died sud
denly after an apparent heart attack in 
Donelson on March 24. He was 49.

An active member of the Park Avenue con
gregation, Dugger was Vacation Bible School 
director, teacher of a men’s Sunday School 
class, and participated in visitation. He had 
accepted the post of headmaster for the new 
school (see Baptist and Reflector Jan. 9.1980) 
about four months ago.

Funeral services were held on March 26 at 
First Baptist Church in Donelson with Bob 
Mowrey, Park Avenue pastof. officiating. 
Burial was in Hermitage Memorial Gardens.

Dugger is survived by his mother, lima J. 
Turner. Texas; and three sons, Andre and 
Verrall, Hermitage, and Richard, Fort Mc
Clellan, Ala. His wife preceded him in death 
four years ago.
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EDITORIAL

A grave waits for you
There is a grave waiting for you.
Oh, you may not have picked out the plot or 

selected the casket or ordered the tombstone. You 
probably go for weeks or even years without thinking 
about the unavoidable rendezvous you have with 
some small plot of land where one day your physical 
body will be interred six feet deep.

This is the day of the “here and now.” So much 
emphasis is placed on life and the rewards of living 
that we avoid any consideration of a life’s consumma
tion.

There is a grave waiting for you.
We try not to think about death.

Very few people attend funerals these days unless 
it is for someone to whom we feel very close or con
sider it our obligation to attend. A funeral is a 
reminder that we too are heading toward our very 
own funeral in the future.

As we travel down a highway and our eyes fall on 
a cemetery, did you ever notice how quickly we turn 
our eyes away — trying to pretend we didn’t see it? A 
cemetery is a reminder of reality; a collection of in
dividuals whose quest for achievement has ended; a 
depository of the decaying departed.

We have tried to glamorize the words of death. 
People “pass away” or “go home” — rather than die. 
The graveyard is now called a memorial garden. The 
funeral itself is referred to as a memorial service. 
The tombstone is described as a “memorial marker.”

To us, it seems, the grave is a symbol of defeat.
There is a grave waiting for you.
Death is universal. Whether you are rich or poor, 

white or black, young or old, famous or unknown, 
unless God calls a halt to history, somewhere ahead of 
everyone of us there is death and a grave. In all 
recorded history, only Enoch and Elijah have 
bypassed death.

One day your physical remains will be placed in 
an appropriate place, and all that you were or had or 
did or dreamed will be spoken of in the past tense.
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In January 1972 I stood at an unusual grave. Just 
outside the city wall of ancient Jerusalem, there is a 
tomb. It is reported to be the grave of a Man who died 
over 1,900 years ago. His lifeless, bruised physical 
body had been taken from a nearby cross by his 
friends and placed in a borrowed tomb.

Here He had been laid. The tomb had been closed. 
At this moment, everyone — His friends and His foes, 
His admirers and His enemies, His kin and His killers 
— everyone considered this to be the end of this 
revoluntionary carpenter-teacher.

Yet, as I stood there, there came no thoughts of 
despair and defeat — which so often characterize 
death, funerals, and graves. On the contrary, feelings 
of hope and victory were joyously overwhelming! 
This grave was empty! The tomb which had been so 
quickly prepared, carefully sealed, and thoroughly 
guarded no longer held the body of Jesus Christ!

Much like those women on that ancient Sunday 
morning, I too entered the tomb. I recalled the angel’s 
words that thrilled their troubled hearts, “He is not 
here. He is risen!”

I have stood by many graves in my lifetime — 
graves of family members, graves of friends, graves 
of famous men. But there was a completely different 
emotion in visiting this tomb hewn out of rock in a 
garden in Jerusalem.

This was Jesus’ tomb. Throughout His life — yea, 
throughout all eternity — that grave had been waiting 
for Him. One day, His body was placed in that tomb. 
But He came forth from that grave and, in so doing, 
gave eternal meaning to the promise, “Because I live, 
ye shall live also.”

That was Jesus’ grave.

By the editor

Unless He returns to earth quickly, you will have 
a grave of your own. But the grave will not be the end, 
no more than the tomb was the end of Jesus’ life. He 
passed through the grave — from death to life. So 
shall we.

There is a grave — and a resurrection — waiting 
for you!

KING OF KINGS

During the last two weeks there have been a 
number of television specials related to 
Easter. Some of these are new, but others are 
rerun TV specials of other years or old motion 
pictures.

There are a number of these which have 
non-religious themes—usually built around 
the Easter bunny or some other non-Christian 
subject.

However, there are many which deal with 
the events of Jesus’ crucifixion and resurrec
tion, such as, King of Kings, The Day Christ 
Died, and Jesus of Nazareth.

These Easter specials are attacked by 
religious leaders—often with good reason— 
because of the dramatic liberties taken with 
Biblically-recorded events.

One is tempted to ask why these TV special 
programs are not content to simply portray 
Easter as it happened. The answer, I suppose, 
is these programs are in a sense a reflection 
of our present-day way of life. Everything has 
to be “new and improved”!

No product offered by advertising today is 
content to remain unchanged. It has to be new 
or improved to catch our purchasing eye.

Automobiles and appliances come out 
every year with a new model which is 
definitely improved, we are told, over last 
year’s model.

Everything, it seems, must have expanded 
services or be larger than ever before.

This “super syndrome” has had its effect 
on Easter TV specials. The writers and pro
ducers believe they must come up with some 
new aspect, feeling that the viewing public 
will not be content to watch the “same old 
story.” And, why go to the trouble and ex
pense of filming a new program if it is no dif
ferent from the Easter special presented last 
year, and the year before?

Surely, no one should be bored by the retell
ing of the resurrection story, yet there is 
somehow the demand that it be told in a dif
ferent way or different form.

It is an old story—more than 1,900 years old. 
You’ve probably heard it all you life; Jesus is 
crucified, buried, and rises from the grave.

Even pastors face this dilemma: How can 
he come up with some new sermon about 
Easter? And, an editorial writer faces the 
same frustration.

Is there anything NEW about the resurrec
tion?

It occurs to me that there are a number of 
new aspects about the resurrection.

This newness comes everytime a born- 
again Christian dies! Because Christies, 
these departed saints live also. The reality of 
Jesus’ resurrection is repeated daily as a 
Christians’ physical lives cease and their 
souls are resurrected in heaven.

This newness is a reality every time a lost 
sinner accepts Jesus Christ as personal 
Saviour. “If any man be in Christ, he is a new 
creature. Old things are passed away; 
behold, all things are become new” (II Corin
thians 5:17).

A new name is written in the Lamb’s Book 
of Life.

A new room is prepared in the mansion of 
the Father’s house.

This new Christian comes under the judge
ment of the New Covenant—which is per
sonified in Jesus Christ—rather than under 
the Old Covenant—which is embodied in the 
law.

No, there is not much new that can be said 
about the events of the first Easter. The old 
story is well-known. But the newness comes in 
our new, improved commitment to living the 
everlasting life which is ours, because we are 
those “whosoevers” who believe in Him.
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Sditot...
Letters on any religion-related subject are welcomed. Letters of over 300 words 
will not be used. Other letters may be shortened at the discretion of the editor. 
No unsigned letters will be printed, but writer’s name will be withheld for 
sufficient reason. Letters must contain complete address.

Hospital visitation

Consider the patient
By Curtis Loftin, patient representative 

Donelson Hospital, Nashville 
Second in a series of three

Fewer special appeals
Dear editor:

I applaud your editorial (March 12) concer
ning the dangerous trend in Southern Baptist 
agencies seeking funds outside Cooperative 
Program channels. For months I have put off 
a feeling that someone must sound a warning. 
You did it! I’m glad.

Agency appeals for specific needs seem 
very worthy, but they siphon off funds that 
could go through the Cooperative Program. It 
is a pipe dream to think these funds are going 
to be over and above giving, except in a few 
gifts from wealthy donors. Most people are 
going to give about the same percentage of 
their income to church-related causes. When 
they respond to special appeals, they cut 
somewhere else. It is my opinion that the real 
strength and support of our denomination 
comes from these average people, not from 
the wealthy.

Therefore, something must be done to slow 
the dangerous trend before it gives re-birth to 
the fund raising chaos that existed before the 
Cooperative Program. Agency heads and 
Southern Baptists at large need to re-study 
the background reasons that gave birth to the 
Cooperative Program.

I believe the answer to outpacing inflation 
lies in fewer special appeals from our agen
cies, and in increased giving through the 
Cooperative Program. Let’s not wreck the 
machinery that has served us so well since 
1925. Let’s ask our Southern Baptist people for 
more Cooperative Program dollars.

James A. Woody
196 Brewer Circle
Mary Esther, FL 32569

FMB’s percentage,
Dear editor:

I have been greatly disturbed of late to read 
that the percentage of Cooperative Program 
funds to the Foreign Mission Board has 
declined during these years of Bold Mission 
Thrust.

According to Travis Berry of Texas, the 
percentage was 48.4 in 1976, the year Southern 
Baptists voted to enter the Bold Mission 
Thrust. In 1977 it fell to 47.3 percent; in 1978 to 
47.1 percent; in 1979 to 46.7 percent.

Now, if the 1980-81 proposed budget is ap
proved and the desired $90-million is given, 
the percentage will fall to 45.8.

If Berry is correct, then we are in trouble. 
Confidence in the Cooperative Program will 
decline, gifts will be designated according to 
the desire (and sometimes whim) of the local 
church, and we will see the Cooperative Pro
gram collapse.

Our SBC Executive Committee must not 
continue to move in the present direction, or 
our churches will not feel like the convention 
is keeping faith.

Clay Frazier
Rt. 7, Cypress St.
Mt. Carmel, TN 37642

Forgiveness for Judas ?
Dear editor:

Recently a well-known preacher said on the 
radio in the course of his sermon “that if 
Judas Iscariot had asked Jesus to forgive him 
of his great sin, Jesus would have forgiven 
him.”

Having checked a number of Scriptures in 
both the Old and New Testaments, I ques
tioned his statement.

First, Judas was a creature of prophesy. 
Psalms 109:6-8 are a perfect picture of Judas.

Now, we ask, let us suppose if Judas had 
asked Jesus to forgive him, who thinks Jesus 
would have forgiven him with a prayer of sin 
on his lips and in unbelief? (John 6:64). 
However, Judas knew that Jesus was the true 
Messiah, but he never believed in Jesus unto 
the saving of his soul (Hebrews 10:38-39).

Evidently, he was the son of perdition (John 
17:12).

Again, Jesus said, “Have not I chosen you 
twelve, and one of you is a devil?” (John 
6:70).

Why some Bible students do not associate 
Psalm 109 with Judas Iscariot is difficult to 
understand in the light of Peter’s words (Acts 
1:16,20). If Peter was not speaking of Judas 
Iscariot, I am curious to know of whom he 
was speaking.

But this is not all. When Judas gave Jesus 
the “kiss of death,” he sunk to the lowest level 
of human depravity that man could go, thus 
sealed his destiny for time and eternity.

Evidently Judas Iscariot was a vessel made 
unto dishonor, certainly not unto honor. (See 
Isaiah 45:9; Romans 9:15-23; John 17:12).

Roy L. Thompson
1018 Lischey Ave.
Nashville, TN 37027

Romans 10:9 says, “If thou shaft confess 
with thy mouth the Lord Jesus and shall 
believe in thine heart that God has raised Him 
from the dead, thou shalt be saved.” The Bi
ble is full of “sinners” who experienced God’s 
forgiveness. I personally believe that if Judas 
had later come to Jesus in repentance and 
faith, Jesus would have forgiven him. (editor)

Opposes church bingo
Dear editor:

As clerk of Burt Baptist Church, 
Readyville, I have been instructed to request 
that the Baptist and Reflector publish the 
following statement:

“Because the legislature has recently had a 
lengthy discussion about playing bingo in 
churches as a means of raising funds to sup
port the church ;

“We, as members of Burt Baptist Church, 
go on record to state as a resolution that we 
strongly oppose any form of gambling or any 
other activities to collect money for the sup
port of the church and its on-going needs other 
than tithes and offerings.

“We believe this is the way a church should 
be supported according to the teaching of the 
Word of God. In fact we believe that no form 
of gambling should be legalized.”

Mrs. Lorena Todd
Rt. 2, Box 219-B
Readyville, Tn 37149

Music God's way?
Dear editor:

I read the letter from Janice Scruggs 
(March 26). I believe the question asked in 
her letter, “Why can’t we get up and sing 
God’s music God’s way and let the Holy Spirit 
lead?” must be the most sanctimonious, 
“holier than thou” thing I have read in some 
time. Does she have some special connection 
with God, so she knows God’s way to sing 
God’s music?

It is my opinion that God uses different 
methods to reach different people. What gives 
her the right to say that a rock beat is Satan’s 
way of entering into our music? Maybe the 
Stone Brothers were God’s way to reach these 
young people.

Personally, rock music is not the type of 
music that I enjoy. I am an older mother of an 
18-year-old son who came to know Jesus as his 
personal Saviour at this Youth Evangelism 
Conference. This was a surprise to me and 
people with whom he associates, since he 
made a profession of faith at the age of nine 
and has been very active in church work all 
his life.

Thank God for people who use whatever 
talent God has given them to reach all ages of 
people.

Esther Chenault
3204 Whitney
Memphis, TN 38128

Hospitalization is often a very traumatic 
experience for the patient and his family. 
Diagnostic workups, elective surgery, 
emergency admissions—all have a 
psychological impact on the patient, spouse 
and other family members.

In addition to con
cern for the patient’s 
medical condition, 
other kinds of 
demands and stress 
are placed on him and 
his family.

Every time I have 
been a patient, my 
wife has been at my 
bedside. When she’s 
there, she feels the
need to be at home. Loftin
When she is at home getting the children off to 
school, checking the mail, cooking a meal, or 
tending to a number of other chores, she feels 
the need to be at the hospital.

If you are sensitive to the patient’s needs, 
you can be a real friend by meeting some of

Personal 
perspective
BY TOM MADDEN 

TBC executive secretary
A person’s Bible becomes increasingly dear 

to him. I do not mean that the word of God, the 
Bible, becomes increasingly inspired. That is 
not possible. What I do mean is that as one 
claims the promises, underlines passages, 
writes in notes, and watches God’s Spirit 
working through him 
and the Word, a per
son’s Bible becomes so 
personal, and if possi
ble, even more dear.

As I write these 
lines, I have before me 
my old study Bible. 
Somewhere across the 
years I had written on 
the fly-page three 
beautiful charac
teristics concerning 
God. Let me share ther

There is the father

Madden
i with you.
heartedness of God.

Psalms 103:13 states, “Like as a Father 
pitieth his children, so the Lord pitieth them 
that fear Him.” It’s marvelous that all of us 
can lift our face toward heaven, and say, 
“Our Father who art in heaven.”

There is also the mother-heartedness of 
God. In Isaiah 66:13 we find these words, "As 
one who his mother comforteth, so will I com
fort you; and you shall be comforted in 
Jerusalem.” One of the great sources of 
strength in my early life was to come to my 
Mother and find peace and strength and com
fort from her and through her. The Word of 
God is telling us that we find this same source 
of strength and comfort in our God.

There is also the brother-heartedness of 
God. In Hebrews 2:11 we find these words, 
“Both He that sanctifieth and they who are 
sanctified are all one: for which cause He is 
not ashamed to call them brethren.”

As I claim these promises, I rejoice all over 
again to know that it’s marvelous to be in the 
family of God. To know that God has the same 
relationship to us as a Father, a Mother and a 
Brother, and that Jesus Christ is our Saviour 
and our Lord and our Elder Brother. I want to 
say with the apostle Paul, “For this cause I 
bow my knees unto the Father of our Lord 
Jesus Christ, whom the whole family in 
heaven and in earth is named.” 

those needs. If small children are involved, 
you can offer to keep them. You can offer to 
do the washing, run errands, or prepare a 
meal. You can pick up the kids after school, 
take them to football practice or piano 
lessons, and free the husband or wife to be at 
the hospital with his or her spouse. You can 
make yourself available for emergencies day 
or night.

A service of that nature is more beneficial 
to your friend and his family than if you spent 
all day at the hospital.

The first article in this series called for 
brief hospital visits. However, if you are sen
sitive to the needs of the patient, there may be 
occasions and circumstances when a longer 
visit might be helpful. Patients with special 
problems may want your advice on how they 
might work through some crisis made more 
pressing by their being in the hospital. In such 
a case, allowing a patient to express his feel
ings and concerns may require 30 minutes or 
more.

Whatever the length of the visit, however, 
you should observe the hospital’s visiting 
hours. The hours vary from hospital to 
hospital and sometimes visiting hours for 
maternity patients differ from other hours. 
Sometimes patients in special areas or inten
sive care units may have visitors only at 
specified times and often only the immediate 
family is allowed to visit. Respect these and 
other hospital rules or requests.

When your visit has ended, you might wish 
to offer assistance to family members or stay 
awhile to give them emotional support.

Let’s look at two other case studies as ex
amples of situations that call for special sen
sitivity to unique needs of the patient.

A heart patient, formerly in the cardiac 
unit, has improved to a progressive care unit 
and is allowed visitors. His condition is 
satisfactory but he still requires close obser
vation. A heart monitor is connected by elec
trodes to the patient’s chest so his cardiac ac
tivity can be observed by nurses. Any activity 
—scratching, brushing one’s teeth, turning in 
bed. a cough, a sneeze or shaking hands—will 
cause a variation to occur on the monitoring 
device.

In such a case, if you must shake hands with 
your friend, let him lead, and just grip, don’t 
pump. Pumping will cause variation in the 
device, or an electrode may detach causing 
the monitor line to go flat. If that happens, the 
room will suddenly be filled with nurses 
and/or doctors. A flat line indicates the heart 
has stopped beating—or the electrode fell off 
when you shook your friend’s hand.

I recall another case concerning a com
atose patient who was nearing death breath 
by breath. I stopped by the woman’s room to 
visit with her husband who had kept a faithful 
vigil over his wife since the coma began. As I 
entered he was telling a caller, “She’s weaker 
now than this morning. It won’t be long now."

After the call, I invited the husband to a 
private place where I shared with him what 
doctors and nurses have told me. “A patient 
in a coma often can hear what is being said 
and knows what is going on. The patient may 
even want to respond but cannot.”

Be exceptionally careful what you say in 
the presence of a comatose patient. Hearing 
is often the last sense to leave a person.

These are just two examples of special 
cases which require careful sensitivity to the 
patient’s needs. There are other situations 
which demand the same kind of compassion 
and common sense.

When I speak to churches or community 
groups about hospital visitation. I conclude by 
reading Matthew 25:31-40. When we visit the 
sick at home or in the hospital, we should 
represent Christ. We should visit with His 
compassion, His love, and His concern.
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Baptists meet in 
to study K'ekchi

By Leland F. Webb
COBAN, Guatemala (BP)—How do you 

share the Christian faith with people in the In
dian cultures of Latin America without being 
rejected, tragically misunderstood, or guilty 
of altering the integrity of an entire people?

To tackle that riddle, more than 30 persons, 
including Southern Baptist missionaries and 
national Baptists from 10 countries, got 
together at a place where the gospel has 
spread like a spring flood among the in
digenous people.

The seminar on work with indigenous peo
ple, the first such meeting sponsored by 
Southern Baptists abroad, convened in 
Coban, Guatemala, in K’ekchi country. In this 
area K’ekchi Baptist congregations have 
grown from 2 to 67 in less than a decade.

The number of people in Latin America who 
speak an Indian language is considerable—an 
estimated 30 million. The number of 
languages and dialects involved runs into the 
hundreds.

Ted Lindwall, Southern Baptist missionary 
to Guatemala, reported that the people of the 
area who speak Indian languages are “di
vided half and half between Middle 
America— primarily the countries of Mexico 
and Guatemala—and South America, 
primarily in the Andean countries and in 
Paraguay.”

They include such large groupings as the 
K’ekchi, Quiche, and Cakchiquel Indians in 
Guatemala; the Aymara and Quechua 
peoples of Bolivia and Peru; the Mapuche In
dians of Chile and Argentina; the Quichuas of 
Ecuador; the Guarani-speaking of Paraguay; 
and such groups in Mexico as the Yucateco,

★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★

* Citizen's Corner *
By Jerry M. Self

^Public affairs and Christian life 
consultant U-

Last week’s column should be corrected 
and updated. The General Assembly recessed 
last Thursday until April 14. During the two 
week interim, the fiscal leadership will revise 
the budget. When the legislators come back 
for final action, they will have about two 
weeks of legislative 
time left.

Last week this col
umn reported they 
would only have a 
week left. During the 
91st general assembly, 
the Senate met a few 
days when the House 
did not; and the House 
was in action on occa
sion while the Senate
recessed. Therefore Self
together they have been in session nearly 90 
legislative days; however neither House has 
used quite that many days.

The reason for the 90 day limit can be found 
in the constitutional restriction which pro
hibits the legislators from being paid for more 
than 90 legislative days.

The obscenity bill has cleared the Senate 
judiciary committee and is scheduled for 
April 14 before the full Senate. The House ver
sion had not as yet passed as reported last 
week but did pass the House on Thursday.

The Senate version of the Inmate Labor 
Reform Act was withdrawn while the house 
bill was referred to the agriculture commit
tee—an unflattering fate for any bill. This im
portant piece of legislation should be back 
next year.

Several bills of various descriptions will 
find their way onto the calendar during the 
middle weeks of April; but none of them can 
be expected to receive much time or attention 
while ie Assembly goes through the process 
of irir .ming the budget to fit the anticipated 
stumkinp revenues.

Guatemala 
evangelism

Baptist and Reflector

STRATEGY FOR LATIN AMERICA — Above, Howard Law 
(left), academic dean at Simpson College, San Francisco, 
discusses work among Latin America's indigenous people 
with (from left) Allen Alexander, missionary to Mexico; 
Gamaliel Orozco, pastor of Iglesia Bautista El Divino Reden- 
to, Mexico City; and Carlos Prieto, director of home mis
sions and evangelism for Argentine Baptists. At right, 
K'ekchi Indian women kneel in prayer for sick friends

the Nahuatl, the Mazahua peoples and others.
As K’ekchi women in their traditional, 

brightly embroidered blouses passed the 
Coban pension (boarding house) where the 
seminar met, Baptists, who themselves 
represented a variety of backgrounds, 
studied cultural and Biblical principles of 
witnessing in other cultures.

Speakers repeatedly emphasized the need 
to respect and study each separate group of 
peoples.

Working in an indigenous culture, “The 
missionary should recognize that his mission 
is to evangelize and not to change the way of 
life,” cautioned Howard W. Law, academic 
dean at Simpson College in San Francisco, 
Calif.

“The way you share the gospel should be 
appropriate and significant, relevant to the 
person with whom you are sharing,” advised 
Law, who worked for 17 years among in
digenous peoples in Mexico for Wycliffe Bible 
Translators.

The seminar also examined the need to ap
proach indigenous people in their basic 
language, even when they are bilingual. In 
discussing serious and basic matters of life, 
bilingual people usually revert to their basic 
language.

“I have the conviction that each person has 
the right to hear the gospel in his own mother 
language,” declared Missionary Richard 
Greenwood, one of the Baptist pioneer

Tucker addresses seminar, defends 
White House session on families
NEW YORK (BP)—The chairman of the 

national advisory committee to the White 
House Conference on Families has defended 
the purpose and direction of the conference 
and called for support from the American 
religious community.

Jim Gray Tucker told over 400 participants 
in a national Southern Baptist Christian Life 
Commission seminar in New York on 
“Ethical Issues for the ’80s” that much of the 
criticism leveled at the conference planners 
is unfounded.

The conference, he stressed, will not be a 
springboard for government intrusion into 
family life as some contend. “The purpose is 
not to have more government intrusion, but 
more sensitivity in policy matters that affect 
families,” he said. “Our task is to ensure that 
when government touches our families it 
helps instead of hurts—that is supports in
stead of undermines.”

Tucker said the conference will not be suc
cessful without the support of churches and 
synagogues, which he described as “the best 

workers among the K’ekchi people.
To sample a successful approach, par

ticipants divided into small groups and 
visited several different K’ekchi Baptist con
gregations on Sunday during the seminar. 
They traveled by car, by Missionary Aviation 
Fellowship plane, and then on foot to reach 
churches nestled in the hill country.

“We’re asking the Lord for 100,000 people to 
accept Christ in the next 10 years,” Elias Cue 
Quim, a K’ekchi pastor and association 
leader, told the seminar. The churches are 
aiming at a 50 percent annual growth in both 
congregations and membership.

The K’ekchi growth has followed basic prin
ciples, the missionaries reported. The New 
Testament in K’ekchi was already available, 
and Southern Baptists started their work in 
the K’ekchi language, not in Spanish, 
reported Wendall C. Parker, missionary who 
has worked among the K’ekchis for nearly 10 
years.

“We tried to use the natural context” of 
families and friends, Parker added. “We 
haven’t asked for money from the convention 
or the mission. The churches have been self- 
supporting from the beginning. Instead of try
ing to do it all ourselves, we have worked to 
train K’ekchi leaders.”

Participants concluded the meeting by for
mulating tentative plans for enlarging 
outreach efforts among indigenous peoples.

“Logic tells us we ought to go toward the ur- 

friends families have in this country.”
He urged church leaders to “take a hard 

look” at their programs’ impact on family life 
and to find ways to be “more responsive to the 
strengths, problems and diversity of 
families.”

Tucker defended the White House con
ference process which consists of numerous 
hearings followed by three national con
ferences. He called it “a unique attempt to 
listen and to involve American families 
themselves” and a “sharp departure from the 
normal way of doing things in Washington.”

President Carter, he said, could have 
established a task force of government of
ficials, scholars and professionals who would 
“develop a thorough, rather competent report 
which would probably end up gathering dust 
on a shelf in the Library of Congress.”

The process the president chose, he said, in
volves risk and controversy, but, he claimed, 
the hearing concept is “more reflective of the 
American people and holds out far more pro
mise of leading to real action to strengthen 
and support families.” 

ban areas where the population is, but God 
does not always work according to logic,” 
German B. Nunez, executive secretary of the 
missions and evangelism board for the Na
tional Baptist Convention of Venezuela, told 
the seminar. “God sent Philip from the city 
into the desert to evangelize one person,” he 
reminded them.

Leland Webb, editor of The Commission, 
covered this story during a trip to Middle 
America.

Golden Gate announces 
new library director

MILL VALLEY, Calif. (BP)-Golden Gate 
Baptist Theological Seminary has named 
Cecil Ray White as its new library director, 
effective July 1.

White previously served as assistant 
librarian for the Fleming Memorial Library 
at Southwestern Baptist Theological 
Seminary, Fort Worth, Tex., for the past ten 
years.
Foundation

Which record prevails?
By Jonas L. Stewart 

Executive Secretary-Treasurer
Men run the surveyor’s chain around their 

real estate, trace their readings in the court
house record and proclaim for all the world to 
hear, “Mine, Mine.” But is it true?

God recorded that property long ago. “The 
earth is mine and the fulness thereof” 
(Psalms 24:1). We Baptists say we believe 
this. It is our announced conviction that we 
are only stewards of that which we possess.

However, when we come to the time of 
death we forget what we have professed and 
decide to give to others that which we said 
belonged to God. Now this would be honest if 
we were assured that the one receiving it 
would use it to glorify Christ and pass it on to 
others for the same purpose. The sad truth is 
that most of our holdings will one day fall into 
hands that do not honor God. Disagreement 
among relatives, legal proceedings and taxes 
will finally take most of it—if not in the next 
generation, then it will happen somewhere 
down the way.

The Tennessee Baptist Foundation was 
established by men led of God, to be a trust 
agency with the purpose of saving for His 
Kingdom that which He has provided for our 
use. Many of God’s chosen ones are now 
preparing Christian wills, leaving their pro
perty in trust to the Tennessee Baptist Foun
dation. They name the Christian cause to 
benefit from the income, thus preserving for 
God’s use that which belongs to Him anyway.

For help in preparing a Christian will, write 
the Tennessee Baptist Foundation, P.O. Box 
347, Brentwood, Tenn., 37027.
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Baptists support California flood victims
By Don Hepburn

LAKE ELSINORE, Calif. (BP)-After four 
weeks, the flooding which has gradually over
taken this small desert community, has final
ly ended and left in its wake hundreds of 
lakeside homes and businesses submerged 
under 20 feet of water.

AS' the residents of this rural retirement 
community of 6,000 attempt to put their lives 
back together, a small corps of Southern Bap
tist volunteers has provided emotional sup
port and financial assistance. “We’re picking 
up the pieces that would get people self- 
sufficient again,” explained Chuck Horner, 
pastor of the Menifee Baptist Church in Sun 
City and one of the relief volunteers.

Special disaster relief funds provided by the 
Southern Baptist Home Mission Board and 
area churches and associations have also 
been used to assist many people in ways 
which other relief agencies are unable.

Horner told of one woman who came into 
the makeshift evacuation center crying and 
completely upset. The 29-year-old pastor 
calmed her down, and was able to walk her 
through the maze of governmental agencies 
set up to provide relief assistance.

A short time later Horner saw the same 
woman sitting in a corner crying again. He 
said he went over to see how he could help. 
“She said she was crying because of joy she 
had knowing somebody like me cared enough 
to take care of her,” Horner recalled.

Trauma counseling has been the major 
assistance provided by the Baptist volunteers 
in this unusual disaster. Unlike the mudslides 
and floods that quickly struck other parts of

A BIBLE STORY — During eight years as director of Christian social ministries for 
the Montgomery (Ala.) Baptist Association, Gladys Farmer told countless Bible 
stories to inner city children.

Montgomery honors Baptist missionary
By Marv Knox

MONTGOMERY, Ala. (BP)-Gladys 
Farmer finished up eight years of hard work 
in Alabama with a big day; now she’s starting 
over in Tennessee.

When she “retired” as Christian social 
ministries director for Montgomery Baptist 
Association, Mayor Emory Folmar signed a 
resolution which set aside a Sunday as “Miss 
Gladys Farmer Day” in the city.

Folmar’s proclamation cited her success in 
leading the association to express concern for 
people, creating the desire among Baptist 
churches to teach the Bible to all people and 
presenting Christians with opportunities to 
express their love in action.

On her day, the association hosted a recep
tion and a recognition service in her honor.

“Gladys Farmer came to Montgomery just 
after an era of racial turmoil afflicted the 
city,” said Bob Lee Franklin, associational 
director of missions. “During her eight years 
with us, she has awakened the missions con
sciousness in our association and led Baptist 
churches in ministry to the inner city.”

California and then were over, Lake Elsinore 
has been a creeping disaster. Residents talk 
of fears that in their sleep the water will ooze 
quietly into their homes.

When the heavy rains came to Southern 
California in February, Lake Elsinore, which 
sits at the bottom of a 750-square-mile water
shed surrounded by the San Jacinto moun
tains, began rising. Inch by inch at first and 
then by as much as a foot a day, the shallow 
lake swelled to three times its normal size, to 
about 6,500 acres.

More than 1,000 of the town’s 6,000 residents 
were evacuated from their homes. Between 
200 and 300 houses and mobile homes, shops 
and businesses were flooded before the lake 
reached 1,265 feet, and 230 more were damag
ed when the water rose beyond that level. Of
ficials said more than 690 permanent trailers 
and mobile homes and 250 permanent 
businesses and shops either have been 
damaged or removed because of flooding.

“It’s just tremendous what the Baptists are 
doing,” said Lavern Brodie, a Red Cross 
worker from Washington, D C.

“It takes a warm, generous person to be 
able to understand them (flood victims),” 
Mrs. Brodie said. She noted that the Baptist 
workers are “able to counsel with them and 
spot these people who are really upset.”

Pete Ashen, the Red Cross disaster coor
dinator, noted, “We have given Southern Bap
tists a lot of difficult cases that need emo
tional support.”

In addition to the casework, the Baptist 
volunteers have been providing spiritual 
counseling, assisting in locating people, pro-

As a tribute to her work, the association 
named the chapel in its new office building 
“Gladys Farmer Chapel.”

“It’s just been a beautiful, climactic ex
perience here in Montgomery,” Miss Farmer 
said. “I feel over-honored.”

She doesn’t have long to dwell on those feel
ings, however. She has to pack up and head 
for Tennessee. She’s agreed to move to 
Springfield and direct a weekday ministries 
program sponsored by Springfield Baptist 
Church. She’ll also accept occasional 
assignments as a Christian social ministries 
“troubleshooter” for the Southern Baptist 
Home Mission Board.

“I hope to be able to lead people to the Lord 
through both jobs,” she said. “The opportuni
ty to actually be ‘on the field’ in Springfield 
will give me inspiration to help strengthen 
work elsewhere in the country.”

Farmer is the subject of a book, Farming 
the Inner City for Christ, primarily based on 
her work in Montgomery. She was a foreign 
missionary in Hawaii before it became a state 
and was a home missionary in South Carolina 
and Alabama.

viding transportation, running errands, and 
assisting in the resettlement of displaced 
families.

One of the major things Southern Baptists 
have been able to provide is immediate short
term financial assistance to flood victims. Ac
cording to Red Cross coordinator Ashen, the 
financial resources of Southern Baptists have 
made it possible for the “handling of 
numerous special cases that would have 
fallen through a crack had Baptists not been 
here.”

“While we give flood victims food, clothing, 
shelter and medical help, there are still things 
that are not within our policy—that are not 
covered by anybody,” Mrs. Brodie said.

“We run into needs which cannot be met by 
the Red Cross or any of the governmental 
agencies,” observed L.G. Chaddick, a Chris
tian social ministries worker in Los Angeles. 
“So we have been supplementing here and 
there with about $5,000.”

“We tell them it’s from the Southern Bap
tist Convention and we have a disaster relief 
program that is designed to help where other 
agencies cannot,” explained Chaddick, who 
had just spent two weeks at Lake Placid help
ing to operate a crisis center during the 
Winter Olympic games. “It’s Southern Bap
tists’ way of saying we care.”

The social ministries consultant told of one 
woman with two mentally retarded sons 

Religious leaders 
defend the poor

WASHINGTON (BP) - Twenty-two U.S. 
religious leaders, including a pair of Baptists, 
have issued a statement expressing strong 
concern that President Carter and Congress 
are proposing budget cuts which “dispropor
tionately hurt poor and hungry people” in 
governmental efforts to combat inflation.

The Protestant, Catholic, and Jewish 
leaders expressed dismay that the budget 
proposals contravene a recent recommenda
tion by the Presidential Commission on World 
Hunger and Malnutrition that the “United 
States government make the elimination of 
hunger the primary focus of its relationships 
with developing nations, beginning with the 
decade of the 1980s.”

The statement warns that proposed reduc
tions of $100-million to $500-million in develop
ment and humanitarian assistance would 
have consequences in the range of “serious” 
to “catastrophic.”

“While we are sensitive to the need to 
reduce inflation and are confident that 
responsible steps to do so will command 
widespread support, we feel strongly that 
anti-inflation measures must not require poor 
and hungry people who already suffer most to 
bear additional burdens,” the statement said.

The two Baptists signing the statement 
were James E. Wood Jr., executive director 
of the Baptist Joint Committee on Public Af
fairs, and C.J. Malloy Jr., general secretary 
of the Progressive National Baptist Conven
tion Inc., and a member of the Baptist Joint 
Committee.

Nolachucky Assn, earns 
27th excellence award

Baptists in Nolachucky Association recent
ly received the Standard of Excellence award 
for associational church training for the 27th 
consecutive year, according to Johnnie Hall, 
state church training director. The award 
was presented by Roy Edgemon, director of 
the church training department for the Bap
tist Sunday School Board, Nashville.

Hall said the Nolachucky Association is the 
only association in the Southern Baptist Con
vention to have received the award for 27 
years. Glenn Toomey is director of missions 
for that association, and Doyle Long is 
associational church training director.

In order for an association to earn the 
standard of excellence recognition, it must 
meet requirements in organization, training, 
planning, growth, resources, and helping 
churches areas.

which he visited. nHef own personal 
resources were extremely thin—mentally, 
emotionally, plus financially.” Chaddick said 
he gave the woman $100, “because they had 
depleted everything that they had.”

Chaddick told of a young couple with a new 
baby. The husband was out of work due to the 
flooding. “So I gave th?m some money for a 
baby layette,” he said. .

Although the expansion of Lake Elsinore 
has stopped, officials report it may be several 
years before the lake returns to its former 
size. In the meanwhile,- governmental agen
cies are assisting former lakeside residents in 
relocation. Southern Baptists have been 
assigned by the Red Cross the task of long 
term relief assistance to local residents.

Tennessee leads 
WMC attendance

MEMPHIS (BP)—Tennessee Baptist 
churches attracted 154,269 people to world 
missions conferences in 1979, the highest at
tendance of any state.

World missions conferences were con
ducted in 3,389 Southern Baptist churches 
across the nation in 1979, attracting 1,082,060 
persons, an increase of more than 35,000 over 
1978’s attendance.

The four or eight day conferences are “in
spirational overviews of the world missions 
program,” according to James Hatley, direc
tor of the world missions conference depart
ment of the Southern Baptist Brotherhood 
Commission. Each participating church 
hears two foreign, two’home, and one state 
convention missionary tell of his or her work.

During the conferences last year, 520 per
sons made professions of faith and another 
463 volunteered for mission service. Con
ferees gave $625,823 to missions during the 
conferences.

Participating in the conferences were 887 
foreign missionaries, 814 home missionaries, 
and 531 state missionaries.

Other states with high attendance marks 
were North Carolina with 142,464; Florida, 
126,221; and Virginia, 115,011.

Burch to write 
Life-Work lessons

Robert C. Burch, pastor of Calvary Baptist 
Church, Knoxville, will write the Life and 
Work Series Sunday School lessons for the 
next three months.

His first lesson, for use Sunday, April 6, ap
pears in this issue of the Baptist and Reflector 
on page 11.

A native of Lufkin, 
Tex., Burch came to 
the Tennessee church 
in 1974, from the First 
Baptist Church of 
Baton Rouge, La., 
where he served as 
campus minister. ’. 
Before that he had 
served in church staff • 
positions in Tampa, 
Fla., and Fort Worth,
Tex., and as director of the Baptist Student 
Union at Texas A & M University, College Sta
tion.

Burch is a graduate, of Texas Christian 
University and Southwestern Baptist 
Theological Seminary, both in Fort Worth, 
Tex. He is currently serving on the board of 
trustees of East Tennessee Baptist Hospital, 
Knoxville, and on the personnel committee of 
the Knox County Baptist’ Association.

He is married to the former Mary 
Katherine Petty of Lufkin. They have five 
children.

Carson-Newman choir to go 
to state choral festival

JEFFERSON CITY—The Carson-Newman 
College chamber choir, under the direction of 
Randy Lofgren, has been invited to perform 
at the Tennessee State Collegiate Choral 
Festival in Nashville on April 8.

Burch
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Bible Puzzle
Answers on page 10

ACROSS

1 2 3 5 6 7 8 9 10 11

12 • 13
•

h

15 • • 16 p7

18 • •
• >9 20

21 22 23 2L 25

76• 27 28

29 30 3). • 32

33 % • • 3^

35 36 37 38 39 hO
•• ^3

^5 ^7

48 L9 50

51 • 52 53

1 Jewish month: poss.
4 Slip away
9 Bounder

12 “as the----- saith” 
(Heb. 3)

14 Academic degree
15 Illinois countyseat
16 Small knobs .
18 “a swarm of — and 

honey” (Judg. 14)
19 Tree
20 City (Gen. 13:3)
21 Controversial • 

airplane: abbr.
22 Mohammedan'terri

tory in Africa:’poss.
24 Not sufficient 

funds: abbr.
26 “unto the — of the 

church” (Acts'll)
27 Kind of wind • 

(Gen. 41:6; poss.)

29 “justified — by his 
grace’’ (Rom. 3)

32 Chamberlain
(Esth. 2:21)

33 Nods
34 Easy bounding gait
35 Wedding words
36 Mount

(Deu. 11:29; poss.)
38 Perform
41 Exsiccate
43 Amula
44 “was — to open” 

(Rev. 5)
45 Permit
47 Above: Scot.
48 Tree (Isa. 44:14)
49 Named in John 3
51 Haggard novel
52 Enlarged
53 Greek goddess

CRYPTOVERSE

1 “brought up — 
children” (2 Ki. 10)

2 Tree trunks
3 Partly frozen rain
4 Personality
5 Lighthouse: abbr.
6 A caterpillar: pl.
7 The itch
8 Electrical trans

cription: abbr., pl.
9 “let us — ourselves 

(2 Cor. 7)
10 Alto singers
11 Doctor of Dental 

Surgery: abbr.
13 Units of measure: 

abbr.
17 Shilling: abbr.
19 “in anger and —” 

(Micah 5)
22 Kind of prophet 

(Rev. 20:10)
23 Leaks
25 Follicle-stimulating 

hormone: abbr.
26 To itch: Dial. Eng.
28 Exist
29 Federal agency
30 Color (Lev. 13:49)
31 Anatomical model
32 Son of Issachar

(1 Chron. 7:1)
34 He took two wives 

(Gen. 4:19)
37 Fundamental
38 Snake
39 Strike forcefully
40 Rigid
42 Biblical pronoun
44 Presidential 

nickname
45 — Vegas
46 Direction: abbr.
47 Augment
50 Dipthong

R CX E C QX C B ‘ A ' Q F P A E N V

Today’s Cryptoverse clue: X equals F

I National Church Furnishings, Inc.
* 1123 Church Street, Suite 408

Nashville; Tennessee 37203 
Phone (615) 254-0836

STEEPLES BAPTISTRIES

can ton free-1 -800-327-9009 Ext.922

To change or correct 
your address

Attach in this space your address 
label found on the "front page of your 
latest copy of the BAPTIST AND 
REFLECTOR-. Please give your new 
address below—including your zip 
code. When changing address, please 
give two weeks notice. Please write, 
do not call address changes to insure 
accuracy. -.- ..

Phone 704/322-8380
Dept. J. P.O. Drawer 2187 

Hickory, North Carolina 28601
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to your subscription
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label. If you are; receiving duplicate 
copies, please send both labels.

COUPLES NEEDED
to serve as group care workers caring for 
boys and girls in a live in situation at our 
campus.

Tennessee Baptist 
Children's Home

Box 519
Franklin, Tennessee 37064

Phone 615-794-6648

Address all requests to:

BAPTIST AND REFLECTOR
Post Office Box 347 

Brentwood, Tennessee 37027

FINANCING
for 

CHURCH BUILDINGS
Call Toll Free 
1-800-231-0373

ANDY F. HARDY

SECURITY CHURCH FINANCE, INC.
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Address
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SPIRES—CROSSES 

WATER HEATERS 
KRINKLGLAS 

WINDOWS
Church credit plans available 

Free colored brochure
LITTLE GIANT MANUFACTURING CO., INC.
Dept. 6 / Box 5181 Orange, Texas 77630

Phone: 713-8834246
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V N F P D

DOWN

By Jim Griffith
Mark Twain once said, “This life is a losing proposition; nobody gets out of it alive.”
Easter Sunday — and the resurrection of Jesus Christ — proclaim from the housetops the 

glad news that Twain was wrong. Death is real, but life in Christ is stronger.
For the Christian, death is not a dead end street, but a door of hope.
The resurrection is the glorius assurance of the triumph of goodness over evil and love over 

hate.
Calvary’s cross is still the only scalpel that can cut out the cancer of sin that afflicts the 

world.
And Christ’s empty tomb continues to be the main thoroughfare through which one may 

pass to a brighter tomorrow.
Easter is the guarantee that our days and tomorrows are in the calendar of the eternal.
For even death cannot separate men from God’s love.

False teachers described
"Desiring to be teachers of the law; 

understanding neither what they say, nor 
whereof they affirm.’’—I Timothy 1:7

Some see these false teachers as Gnostic 
philosophers. But Paul’s use of “law” sug
gests Jewish teachers who proposed to teach 
the “law” or Old Testament scriptures 
without understanding them. They tended 
more to disputation than to teaching the 
message (v. 4b). So Paul tells Timothy to 
charge them that they “teach no other doc
trine” or anything contrary to the gospel (v. 
3). “Other doctrine” renders one Greek word. 
It is a present infinitive meaning to teach 
something of a different kind. Preceded by 
the negative particle it means to stop doing 
this.

“Fables” (v. 4) renders the Greek word for 
“myths” (muthois). It connotes a narrative, 
story, fiction, or falsehood. In Titus 1:14 Paul 
refers to “Jewish fables” or myths. “Endless 
genealogies” mean such which run on and on. 
Myths and genealogies probably refer to 
speculations regarding the creation accounts 
in Genesis. “Myth” is used today by some 
theologians to refer to a literary vehicle by 
which to express truth—such as “the myth of 
creation.” But to the average person this 
means the “fairy tale of creation.” Teachers 
should avoid this word. When you speak, you 
communicate what people think when they 
hear you, regardless of what you really 
meant.

All this serves only to “minister questions”

Church Furnishings Stetson students
Pews, Pulpit and Chancel Furniture

turn off stereos
DELAND, Fla. (BPI—While stereos, pop

corn poppers and hotplates were idle at Stet
son University in a prelude to Earth Day, 
students at the Southern Baptist school ate by 
candlelight, held group discussions—and sav
ed their school money.

According to a story in Associated Press, 
Earth Day enthusiasts arranged the 5’/2 hour 
campus blackout as part of the “Countdown 
to Earth Day.” The main event is April 22.

Stetson officials said 390 stereos, 332 
refrigerators, 101 popcorn poppers, 216 televi
sion sets, 194 ovens and hotplates and 624 hair 
dryers owned by the residents of 668 dor
mitory rooms were turned off during the 
blackout.

Students had candlelit dinners, roasted 
marshmallows over fires, sang and talked 
during the blackout.

The school used about 7,000 kilowatt-hours 
of power less than it averages, saving $652 on 
its electric bill, officials said.

LITTLE GIANT
_____The name to remember for

BOWLING UNITED INDUSTRIES

Box 2250
Danville Va 24541

DIAL 1 -800-446-7400 
_______ VA. Call Collect 804-797-3277

or to promote questions, doubts, and debate. 
It does not build up the body of Christ.

The “end” or goal (telos) of teaching is to 
promote love (agape), a good conscience, and 
“faith unfeigned” (v. 5). The last means 
unhypocritical faith. “Vain jangling” means 
“empty talk.”

In verses 8-11 Paul evaluates the law as 
good if used legitimately. It is not to enslave 
the righteous but to deter the acts of evil peo
ple. “Sound doctrine” Paul equates with the 
gospel (vv. 10-11).

We should not spend our time in empty 
speculations and debates, but in proclaiming 
the gospel of Christ. The Bible does not need 
to be defended but to be declared.
Devotional

The ‘I am’ sayings
By Blanche H. Hamilton

Jesus, the Master Teacher, always used ex
amples which could be understood by all who 
listen. We, who have taught school, have 
never used any methods which Jesus had not 
already used.

In chapters 6-15 of John’s Gospel, Jesus 
used the expression, 
“I am,” seven times.

“I am the bread of 
life” v. 6:35. He tells 
us if we come to Him, 
we shall never hunger 
or thirst.

“I am the light of the 
world” v. 8:12. Here 
He says if we follow 
Him we shall not walk 
in darkness but shall 
have the light of life. Mr*. Hamilton

“I am the door of the sheep” v. 10:7. Here 
He says if we enter through the door, we shall 
be saved.

“I am the good shepherd” vs. 10:11,14. He 
tells us that the good shepherd gave His life 
for us, His sheep, and that He knows us and 
that we know Him. If we listen to His voice, 
we shall become one flock with one shepherd.

“I am the resurrection, and the life” vs. 
11:25,26. He says if we believe on Him, though 
we die, yet shall we live.

“I am the way, the truth, and the life” v. 
14:6. We must believe this if we expect to go to 
heaven.

“I am the vine, ye are the branches” v. 
15:5. Verses 1-17 gives us the source and 
responsibility of fruit bearing — carrying out 
the great commission.

Christians today have the greatest oppor
tunity to bear fruit for the Kingdom than ever 
before with the world in so much turmoil and 
unrest. God is the only answer. So Christians, 
let us pray, study our Bibles, witness, tithe, 
and let us be willing to say, “Here I am Lord, 
send me.”

Mrs. Hamilton, a former school teacher, is 
a member of Leadvale Baptist Church. White 
Pine, TN.

CHURCH PEW CUSHIONS
Padded seats or reversible cushions. 

Foam filled, velvet or Herculon. 
Call measurements collect for estimate: 

Mrs. J.T. landrum. Owner
Telephone: 803-277-1658

CONSOLIDATED UPHOLSTERY
21 Dolphin St.. Greenville. S.C. 29405
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Former U.S. attorney general 
attacks arms, government

NEW YORK (BP) — American society has 
a “reverence for violence” and a preoccupa
tion with materialism, and the decade of the 
1980s.needs people with the will to live counter 
to these cultural values.

Former U.S. Attorney General Ramsey 
Clark delivered this challenge to more than 
400 concerned Southern Baptists in a national 
seminar on “Ethical Issues for the ’80s.” The 
annual meeting is sponsored by the Christian 
Life Commission of the Southern Baptist Con
vention.

Americans, Clark claimed, “revere the 
power of violence constantly, in a thousand 
ways we never, think of... it is evident in every 
day semantics, such as ‘waging war on pover
ty’ and ‘battling inflation.’”

“We need people who will understand the 
violence that , we revere and see it as the 
ultimate human degradation,” he added.

Clark pointed to the nuclear arms race and 
the nation’s unwillingness to stop handgun 
abuse as specific examples of America’s 
reverence for violence.

He criticized the government’s increase in 
military spending, questioning whether “a 
nation that’s already spending one-third of all 
the world spends on methods of destruction 
can find greater security” in an increased 
defense budget “when we already have the 
power to destroy many times over all life that 
God has given us.”

“We need people,” he continued, “who will 
recognize that you cannot work in a napalm

CHRISTIAN LIFE COMMISSION, SBC
HEROIN: PREPARING FOR A NEW IN

VASION—“Only last year, the U.S. finally 
seemed to be winning its war against heroin. 
By mid-1979, there were about 400,000 
American addicts—the lowest number in 25 
years. The amount of heroin available had 
dwindled to 4 metric tons—the smallest quan
tity in a decade—and the price had nearly 
doubled since 1976, discouraging many who 
were not already hard-core users. Poppy 
farmers in the Golden Crescent coun
tries — Iran, Afghanistan, and Pakistan — last 
year produced a bumper crop of 1,600 metric 
tons, following a previous record high of only 
700 tons in 1978. The U.S. Drug Enforcement 
Administration estimates that 600 tons of last 
year’s opium crop may soon be available on 
the international market—converted into 60 
tons of nearly pure and potentially deadly 
heroin. The surge is due largely to political in
stability.” (NEWSWEEK, March 10, 1980)

GAMBLERS WHO CAN’T QUIT—“The in
crease in legalized gambling in the U.S. is 
beginning to focus attention on the problem of 
compulsive gambling. With the licensing of 
casino gambling in New Jersey, four new 
chapters of Gamblers Anonymous (GA) have 
been started in the state in the past year, in
cluding one in Atlantic City set up at the re
quest of local health officials. This year, for 
the first time, the American Psychiatric 
Association has listed “pathological gambl
ing” as a mental disorder in its diagnostic 
manual, and the State of Maryland has set up 
a treatment center for compulsive gamblers 
with funds from its own lottery revenues. 
Doctors who treat compulsive gamblers 
report that certain personality types are 
more prone than others. The majority place 
their first bet at about 14. As children, they 
are brighter than average but have learning 
difficulties or grow up in homes where a 
parent may have gambled or overemphasized 
money. As they grow older, they tend to be 
highly extroverted, energetic and com
petitive types who crave success.” 
(NEWSWEEK, March 3, 1980)

factory all week and march in a peace parade 
on Sunday; that you cannot make the world 
safe for hypocracy; and that America has 
something more to offer the world than more 
arms.”

He called upon the religious community to 
lead the way in demanding “an orderly con
version” from a “permanent war economy” 
to one that focuses on human need. Clark said 
Americans must realize that “in militarism 
there is destruction.”

In a question and answer session following 
his address, Clark added that handgun 
legislation has made little progress because 
Americans refuse to ‘‘think about it 
seriously.”

“If we can’t come to grips with the 
phenomenon of the handgun, we have no 
capacity to affect our destiny,” he said. 
“‘Armed chance’ is in control... and it will not 
be abolished until people recognize the gun as 
the symbol and instrument of violence — and 
that will require some exercise from the 
pulpit and the homes, and then the legislative 
halls can address it.”

Clark, who spoke just prior to an address by 
United Nations Secretary General Kurt 
Waldheim, also addressed the current crisis 
in Iran. America’s materialism, he said, is 
one of the reasons “we have cherished the 
shah.”

He said the Carter administration should 
admit the “mistakes” of the American 
government and its policy of supporting the 
shah’s regime.

“In my opinion, for 25 years at least, this 
country has violated every principle it 
espouses,” he said, adding that he loves his 
country. “We preach democracy and sup
ported a dictatorship, centralized in a person 
of the most powerful type. We talk of freedom 
... and supported the most totalitarian, ar
bitrary, and authoritarian government. We 
armed it with $17-billion in arms between 1972 
and 1978.

The U.S. government’s policy, he said, 
“was doomed to failure, and those who can’t 
learn the lessons of history are doomed to 
repeat their errors in history.”

Weatherford voices 
concern over apathy

NAIROBI, Kenya—Southern Baptists’ in
creasing affluence has not increased their in
terest in the world’s poor, Carolyn Weather
ford told Southern Baptist missionary women 
in Kenya during a recent visit.

That concerns her because the success of 
Southern Baptists has been due largely to 
their interest in poor people, said Miss 
Weatherford, executive director of the 
Southern Baptist Woman’s Missionary Union. 
In fact, Southern Baptists reached their 
highest per capita giving level during the 
depression, she said.

Miss Weatherford and Woman’s Missionary 
Union President Christine Gregory were in 
Eastern and Southern Africa to speak at a 
retreat for single women missionaries and 
then to meet with Baptist Women in Kenya, 
Tanzania, Zambia, Malawi and South Africa.

Thirteen women from five countries attend
ed the missionary retreat, the first for single 
women in the area.

“Even with our varied backgrounds and 
ministries in several countries, there seemed 
to be unity of purpose. The outstanding need 
which was expressed was for a deepening of 
our spiritual lives,” said Joan Carter, 
Southern Baptist missionary who planned the 
conference.

RESERVE NOW for the Inspiring 
GREAT PASSION PLAY 

(May through Oct.)
Tickets, lodging and meals all for just $15 a 
person at

KELLER S COUNTRY DORM RESORT, 
Rt. 1, EUREKA SPRINGS, ARK. 72632

For group* of 12 to 200 — Call 5017253-8418

WITNESS AT A HERITAGE FAIR — 
Homer Albright of Moorefield Baptist 
Church in West Virginia witnesses to 
an artist at a heritage fair. Church ex
tension programs of the Home Mis
sion board are trying to place the 
witness of a Southern Baptist con
gregation in every county of the 
United States.

Recognition slated 
for former C-N coach

Sam B. “Frosty” Holt, a coach and athletic 
director at Carson-Newman College in Jeffer
son City for 39 years, will be honored during a 
special “roasting” dinner at that institution 
on April 12.

The former athletic director, who retired in 
1968, has been dubbed the “dean of Carson- 
Newman athletics.” During his tenure there, 
he coached football, basketball, baseball, and 
girls’ basketball programs. He produced 
championship teams in every sport that he 
coached, according to C-N President Cordell 
Maddox. In 1961, college officials named the 
fieldhouse in his honor. Four years later, 
C-N’s 1965 baseball team, under head coach 
Bobby Wilson captured the NAIA national 
championship. Wilson was assisted that 
season by Holt.

Since his retirement, the former athletic 
director has remained active in the Eagle 
athletic program, coaching baseball pitchers, 
working with kickers, and advising teams.

Money from the roast will be used to 
establish a Holt Trust Fund at Carson- 
Newman. The event will be held at 6:30 p.m. 
in the Stokely Memorial Cafeteria.

Verlon Moore accepts 
Clarksville church post

Verlon Moore, pastor of Ivy Memorial Bap
tist Church in Nashville for the past three- 
and-one-half years, has been called as pastor 
of Hilldale Baptist Church in Clarksville. He 
assumed the new pulpit last Sunday.

Moore earned his undergraduate degree 
from Memphis State University and the 
master of divinity from Southwestern Baptist 
Theological Seminary in Fort Worth, Tex. In 
addition to the Nashville pastorate, he served 
congregations in Waxahachie, Tex., Ripley, 
Miss., and Franklin, Tenn.

Hilldale’s former pastor, E. Lee Griggs, is 
now serving as pastor of Homestead Baptist 
Church, Crossville.

Church Furniture for Salo
8, 8', 18, 13' solid oak, gold upholstered 
pews. Also pulpit furniture, communion 
table, metal baptistry, roof trusses. Call

Burl Cate
Dumplin Baptist Church

Route 3, New Market, TN
Phone 615-397-2289

Buffalo and Harpeth River 
Canoeing Trips!
TIP-A-CANOE STORES, INC.

Rt. 2, Box 114 
Kingston Springs, TN 37082 

(615)254-0836

Instruction aimed 
at media workers

Mancil Ezell, secretary, church library 
department, Baptist Sunday School Board, 
will address participants in the 1980 Ten
nessee Baptist Media Center/Library Con
vention in Columbia next week. The sessions 
will be held April 10-11 at First Baptist Church 
in that city.

Ezell will join board consultants and state 
media center directors and workers in 
presenting ideas, methods, and resources for 
media centers throughout the convention.

Conferences will be offered in: administer
ing and promoting a church media center; 
processing media; classifying, cataloging, 
and maintaining media for beginner and ad
vanced centers; and using audiovisuals.

Emphasis will be given to recreation 
resources including drama in creative wor
ship, fellowships, church camping, church 
recreation, retreats, social recreation, and 
the volunteer coach.

Sessions for the convention begin Thursday 
at 12:30 p.m. and conclude Friday night at 
9:00.

Carter joins staff 
at Carson-Newman

JEFFERSON CITY-Joann M. Carter. 
Webster Groves, Mo., has been appointed 
assistant professor of education at Carson- 
Newman College.

Mrs. Carter expects to complete her Ed.D. 
degree this summer at the University of 
Missouri, St. Louis.

Presently, Mrs. Carter works for the 
Special School District of St. Louis County 
where she is responsible for the 
“mainstreaming” of behavior disordered and 
learning disabled students at Lindbergh High 
School.

She is a graduate of North Texas State 
University, Denton, and earned her M.A. 
degree in special education from Nashville’s 
Peabody College of Vanderbilt University. 
She has also earned the M. Ed. degree from 
Southern Methodist University, Dallas.

CHURCH FURNITURE
From Factory to Church 

RAINSVILLE CHURCH PEW
COMPANY

220 Rainbow Avo.. S.W. 
Rainsville, Ala. 35986 

Phone 205-638-2467 or 638-3882 
We upholittr existing pews.

WOLFE BROS. & CO.
1 PINEY FLATS, TENN.

Manufacturers of DISTINCTIVE
CHURCH FURNITURE

Write for free 
Brochure BAPTISMAL

POOLS
Fiberglass Church 

Products
(615)875-0079

3511 Hixson Pike. Chattanooga. TN 37415

Revival Tent for Sale
60 x 40 ft. or 40 x 40 ft. Good condi
tion. $1400.

Call Richard Hedges
615/924-2370

WANTED: Names of former 
members (prior to 1930), former 
pastors, documents, historical 
facts, and other memorabilia of 
First Baptist Church, Liberty, S.C. 
Items and information furnished 
will be used in connection with the 
200th anniversary celebration of 
church's founding in 1780. All items 
submitted will be returned. Ad
dress: Church Historian, First Bap
tist Church, Liberty, S.C. 29657.
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BIBLE BOOK SERIES
Lesson for Sunday, April 6

UNIFORM SERIES
Lesson for Sunday, April 6

The resurrection of Jesus
By Jerry Foust, pastor

Mt. Tirzah Baptist Church, Newbern
Basic Passage: Luke 24:1-53
Focal Passage: Luke 24:13-21, 25-27, 30-32, 36-40, 48-49

Mary Magdalene
By William L. Blevms, professor of religion 

Carson-Newman College, Jefferson City

The events of Easter Sunday give meaning 
to Paul’s words in I Corinthians 15:17, “and if
Christ be not raised, your faith is vain; you 
are yet in your sins.” Jesus had earlier 
spoken of His passion and resurrection, but 
the disciples had misunderstood His words 
concerning the resur
rection. Luke 24 por
trays Jesus as the 
Lord of death, as well 
as the Lord of life.

Jesus’ resurrection 
body was not sub
jected to the natural 
laws as man under
stands them. He was 
able to appear or 
disappear at will, even
to the point of entering Fou»t
a room through a closed door. However, the 
resurrection body is not to be understood 
simply as spirit. Jesus invited Thomas (John 
20:27) to feel the nail prints and the scars left 
by the cross experience. He also ate in the 
presence of His disciples (Luke 24:37-43).

The women at the tomb, Luke 24:1-11
According to Mark and Luke, the women 

went to the tomb to embalm the body of Jesus 
with spices. Luke mentioned three specific 
women who came to the tomb along with 
other unnamed women. These were Mary 
Magdalene, Joanna, and Mary the mother of 
James. Luke is the only one who mentions 
Joanna. Mark adds Salome.

Mark 16:3 indicates that while traveling to 
the tomb, the women discussed the problem 
of how they might move the stone. Upon 
reaching the tomb, however, the women 
discovered the stone already had been re
moved from the door.

It is significant that the good news of Jesus’ 
resurrection was announced first to women 
because in their society, women occupied a 
lowly position. The credibility of the women’s 
testimony is heightened when one realizes 
that among Jews a woman’s testimony was 
not even accepted in a court. The early 
church, therefore, would never have invented 
a tale in which women were the first 
witnesses of the resurrection.

It is also interesting to observe that the 
eleven apostles failed to accept the women’s 
report. The apostles either did not remember

BIBLE PUZZLE ANSWERS

(Rom. 7:22).

L. EDWARD AND 
LEON WILLIAMS, 

CONTRACTORS 
Specializing in Church Building 

Total Turn Key Type Construction 
or Remodeling 

Architectural Service* Available 
Serving Blount, Knox and 

Surrounding Counties 
Alcoa Knox

615-982-1885 615-524-4133
356 S. Calderwood St., 

Alcoa, TN 37701 

or had not understood the words of Jesus con
cerning the resurrection.

The enemies of Christianity possibly 
characterized the report of the women as 
simply an emotional tale of excited, deluded 
women.

Jesus appears to two men, Luke 24:13-35
The appearance of Jesus to the two men on 

the road to Emmaus is found only in Luke, 
although Mark 16:12-13 may be a reference to 
it. Emmaus was about seven miles from 
Jerusalem and the location may be the 
modern village of Kolonieh.

Cleopas, the only one of the two men 
named, is not mentioned again in the Bible. It 
is interesting that these two men were talking 
about Jesus as they walked but did not 
recognize Him. Perhaps this was part of 
God’s plan and Jesus used their confusion to 
explain the meaning of the experiences about 
which they had been talking.

Upon arriving at Emmaus, Jesus was in
vited to eat with Cleopas and the unknown 
man. This meal is not the observance of the 
Lord’s Supper, but it does remind us of it. Can 
you imagine walking and eating with Jesus 
and not knowing it! As Jesus asked the bless
ing, “their eyes were opened and they 
recognized Him.” What a wonderful 
discovery this must have been! They shared 
how their hearts had burned within 
themselves as Jesus had talked to them on the 
road as they travelled. They immediately 
went to Jerusalem, found the eleven disciples, 
and told them the good news, “Jesus has 
risen.” This is the kind of experience we 
Christians should have when we meet Jesus 
face to face.
Jesus appears to His disciples, Luke 24:36-53

No doubt the two men from Emmaus must 
have been excited when Jesus’ appearance to 
the disciples verified their own experience. 
However, the disciples had some difficulty in 
believing, and it was only after Jesus had 
eaten with them that they believed. During 
the meal Jesus taught the Old Testament 
prophecy of the coming of the Messiah, his 
suffering and death. The disciples had 
witnessed all this, therefore, they were to 
preach the message of repentance and 
forgiveness of sins to all nations, beginning in 
Jerusalem.

Finally, Jesus was taken into heaven. Acts 
1:3 tells us Jesus had been with them 40 days 
after the resurrection.

Lessons and application
Cleopas and his friend did not recognize 

Jesus, though they talked about Him (Luke 
24:16). Certainly today there are those who 
talk about Jesus, but do not really know Him 
because their actions reveal the opposite. The 
Bible, however, records a most significant 
fact about Cleopas (Luke 24:18). He met 
Jesus and he went to tell others. There are 
many wonderful people just like Cleopas that 
God uses. We don’t know anything about 
them, we don’t read about them, we don’t 
hear their sermons, and history books don’t 
mention their names, but they faithfully pro
claim the good news about Jesus. Luke 24:31 
says, “their eyes were opened and they 
recognized Him.” Every one of us knows of 
people whose eyes need to be opened to the 
work and saving power of Jesus.

The external evidence and the historical 
evidences are all important concerning the 
resurrection. For rational people it carries 
great weight. But the Living Christ has to con
front us personally, in the center of our being, 
for us to believe. We can’t dismiss this as an 
emotional experience because as the years 
have come and gone, He confirms His reality 
again and again in our lives.

When we have temptations, when we have 
failed, when we have heartaches, disappoint
ments, and grief, Jesus is there because “He 
is risen.” He lives in my heart. Does He live in 
yours?

Basic Passage: John 20:1-18, 30-31
Focal Passage: John 20:1-2, 11-18

We don’t know much about her. Magdala, a 
small village on the western shore of Lake 
Galilee, was her home. Her name was Mary. 
Until the day she first met Jesus, she flunked 
in the area of morality and decency. She was 
not a card-carrying member of the moral.set 
in Galilee. Yet Mary 
Magdalene became 
the first witness of the 
risen Christ. She had 
the privilege of being 
the first person to an
nounce the good news 
that Jesus was alive.

For most of her life, 
Mary was shaped by 
the evil environment 
where she grew up. 
Yet she jumped from 
“moral drop-out” to

Blevins 
first messenger of

Easter” in just three short years. Her story is 
important for history. But even more, it is 
pertinent for those of us today who want to en
counter the risen Lord.

A woman changed by Jesus
Magdala, in first century Palestine, was an 

important trading and fishing center. It was 
inhabited mostly by Gentiles and had a 
notorious reputation. Some of the ancient rab
bis believed the city’s subsequent destruction 
resulted from its inclination toward im
morality. It was not unusual, therefore, that 
Mary reflected Magdala’s values in her own 
life-style.

She was possessed by “seven demons”

Wood testifies again 
on clergy-spy issue

WASHINGTON (BP)-Warning that the 
use of clergy by U.S. intelligence agencies 
“perverts the mission of the church without 
accomplishing the state’s objective,” a Bap
tist spokesman urged the Senate Select Com
mittee on Intelligence to place prohibitions 
against such practice.

James E. Wood Jr., executive director of 
the Baptist Joint Committee on Public Af
fairs, called for more restrictions on the use 
of clergy than are presently contained in in
telligence charter legislation being con
sidered by the Senate committee.

The “National Intelligence Act of 1980,” 
(S.2284), introduced in February by Sen. 
Walter Huddleston, prohibits the use of clergy 
or religious institutions for cover, but allows 
their use as informants.

The committee is still considering this 
issue, which is only one of several disputed 
sections of the bill. Chances of the 172-page 
bill reaching the floor of both houses during 
this session are no better than 50 percent, ac
cording to an Intelligence Committee 
spokesman.

Appearing with a panel of witnesses testify
ing on the use of clergy, Wood told the com
mittee that government use of clergy and 
missionaries would “tarnish their integrity” 
and “destroy their religious credibility.”

East Tennessee hospital 
promotes Larry McNeilly

KNOXVILLE—Larry D. McNeilly has been 
named vice-president for personnel services 
at East Tennessee Baptist Hospital here.

McNeilly, director of personnel and educa
tion at Baptist Hospital, first joined the staff 
in 1975 as coordinator of hospital education 
and training.

McNeilly began his career in health care in 
the U.S. Air Force as a medical service 
specialist. A native of Alcoa, he is a graduate 
of the University of Tennessee, Knoxville.

McNeilly and his wife, Beverly Ruth, have 
two sons.

when she first met Jesus (Luke.8:3). This 
phrase means that she was controlled com
pletely by evil. Mary was a product of her im
moral environment. But one-day she met 
Jesus. And in His usual fashion, Jesus made 
that part of her life ancient history. He set her 
free to become a new person. •. .

A woman committed to Jesus
Mary became a committed follower of 

Jesus from the day He first changed her life. 
According to the Gospels, she expressed her 
loyalty in several tangible ways. .Mary fol
lowed Jesus from the beginning of His 
Galilean mission “ministering unto Him” 
(Matt. 27:55). The verb “ministering” 
translates the Greek word for-“deacon” and 
literally means “to serve,” or “to.take care 
for one’s needs.” The tense of this verb in the 
Greek text indicates that Mary' served Jesus 
throughout His entire mission.-

Also, Mary was one of many women who 
contributed to the financial support of Jesus’ 
work (Luke 8:1-3). It is interesting that the 
Gospels do not mention any group of men who 
consistently supported Jesus in this manner. 
Only these women did so. And these women 
followed Jesus all the way to the cross. While 
the twelve disciples were running for cover, 
Mary and several other women stood at the 
cross during the dark hours of-Jesus’ execu
tion (John 19:25).

A woman chosen by Jesus
Given the record of Mary!s unwavering 

commitment to Jesus, it is not difficult to 
understand why she was chosen as the first 
witness of the resurrection. She followed Him 
continuously from Galilee. She stood by Him 
at the cross. And, on the first day of the week 
following His death, she traveled to the tomb 
where He was buried. The text says it was 
still “dark” when she arrived (John 20:1).
This word has a double meaning in the Johan- 
nine text. It was literally dark because Mary 
came to the grave before dawn. But it was 
also “dark” in the sense that Mary’s heart 
was filled with sorrow and gloom. It was a 
dark moment indeed. The one who had given 
her a reason to live was dead. Her hopes for 
life were buried with Him. If you have ever 
lost a loved one, perhaps you can empathize 
with the strong emotions pounding inside 
Mary’s heart.

Mary’s sadness, however, was temporary. 
The sepulchre was empty when she arrived. 
At first, she thought Jesus’ body had been 
moved to a permanent grave (John 20:13). 
But then she met Jesus again. He was not 
dead. The tomb was empty because He was 
alive. Mary’s night immediately turned to 
day. She was so overwhelmed with joy, she 
embraced Jesus with both arms, probably 
around His feet. She had lost Him for a short 
while and she had no intention of letting Him 
go again. x

Jesus tenderly reproved Mary for grabbing 
Him: “Touch me not, for I am not yet as
cended to my Father” (John 20:17). The 
statement “touch me not” literally should be 
translated “stop touching me.” Jesus was 
telling Mary that she had to release His 
physical presence. He could no longer be with 
her and the others the way He had been. He 
had to go away to the Father so he could be 
near—near to her and everyone else who 
shared her faith. Then Jesus chose Mary to 
carry the good news of His resurrection to the 
disciples (John 20:17-18). It was a long way 
from Magdala to the other side of Easter, but 
Jesus made the journey a short one for Mary.

Mary Magdalene discovered in the dawning 
hours of that day long ago that the only 
reliable evidence of the resurrection was a 
personal encounter with the risen Jesus. The 
other disciples uncovered the same truth. No 
one believed Jesus was really alive until each 
one personally met Him. And this story is the 
same today. Jesus can be a living presence in 
your life, but only when you meet Him for 
yourself.
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life and work series
Lesson for Sunday, April 6

The gospel of resurrection
By Robert C. Burch, pastor 

Calvary Baptist Church, Knoxville
Basic Passage: I Corinthians 15:1-20
Focal Passages: I Corinthians 15:3-7, 12-20

In 1-Gorinthians 15, Paul presents the resur
rection of Jesus Christ as the foundation on 
which Christianity stands or falls! As today, 
some in Corinthians said it was not important 
whether or not Christ rose physically. In 
order to demonstrate that the resurrection 
was an essential part 
of the gospel, Paul 
shows the logic of such 
thinking. He first 
argues from absurdi
ty, then he argues 
from fact.

I. Hypothetical 
thinking—“If Christ 
has not been raised,” 
the logical conse
quences would be (I 
Corinthians 15:13-19): 

A. Misleading people,
Burch 

vs. 14 “then our
preaching is in vain”—Paul’s message would 
be inaccurate. His message of a living Christ 
would be empty and fake. He would be wrong.

B. Mistaken idea, vs. 14 “your faith is in 
vain”—The church would be trusting in an 
empty hope. The object of faith—Jesus 
Christ, would be no different than Socrates or 
Buddha.

C. Misrepresenting God, vs. 15 “We are 
even found to be misrepresenting God”—such 
ideas would be breaking the 9th command
ment, “Thou shalt not bear false witness.” 
The apostles, then, would be apostles of 
falsehood. If the resurrection were not true, 
the apostles were not only not holy men, but 
evil men.

D. Misinformed about reality, vs. 17 “your 
faith is futile”—a tragic confusion about 
reality. Unless Jesus rose and gained victory 
over death, hell, the devil, and sin, then we 
are still their victims. Forgiveness, justifica
tion, sonship, eternal life would all be a 
dream. This would be a great, terrible April 
Fool’s gag.

E. Misplaced hope, vs. 18 “Then those who 
have fallen asleep in Christ have perished.” 
This would mean that when we stand by the 
grave and tell of our hope—it is mockery. 
Write not “asleep in Jesus,” but write “lost 
forever.” If Christ did not live again, neither 
will we. Immortality is only a dream.

F. Miserable men, vs. 19 “If for this life 
only we have hoped in Christ, we are of all 
men most to be pitied.” There are degrees of 
pitiableness regulated by hope. Pitiful 
because, for Christ, one gives all, suffers, and 
labors, only to have that hope turn out to be a 
mirage in the end.

Although this previous argument is built 
upon absurdity, it evokes no laughter. Paul 
turns from his flight of fantasy to the 
historical truth. The Christian faith is based 
and built upon historical reality and factual 
truth. All the deductions before are false 
because the original proposition is false—that 
Christ did not rise. Therefore, we can ex
amine the:

II. Historical Truth—“But in fact Christ has 
been raised from the dead!” (I Corinthians 
15:20).

A. The necessity of the resurrection. It was 
essential because of the:

1. Prophecy needing to be fulfilled (Ps. 
16:10)

2. Predictions Jesus made (Jn. 2:19 & Matt. 
17:22-23)

3. Propitiatory nature of His death (Rom. 
4:24)

4. Prerequisite to a fruitful life (I Cor. 15:45 
& Rom. 6:4)

B. The nature of the resurrection:
1. The resurrection was attested by being a 

part of what is known as the gospel (good 
news), I Cor. 15:3-4. The gospel was not that 
Jesus died for our sin—that was only part. It 
is also that He rose from the dead! This was 
the message Paul preached. This is truly the 
full gospel—Christ died and Christ rose!

2. The resurrection was attested to by 

witnesses. (I Cor. 15:5-8 & Luke 24:39, 42-43)
3. The resurrection was attested by 

evidence.
a) The manner of burial—the burial of 

Jesus followed an ancient oriental method. 
The body was wrapped with linen cloths 
covered by ointments. The body fluids along 
with the cloths and ointments would form a 
sort of encasement. (Jn. 11:44, Acts 5:6, & Jn. 
19:39-40)

b) The empty tomb—the body was gone. 
(Matt. 28:6)

c) The grave clothes—no thief could steal 
the body and leave the grave clothes intact. 
(Jn. 20:5)

d) The enemies acknowledged His resur
rection (Matt. 28:11-14)

4. The change in the disciples—after 
Christ’s death, they were defeated, confused, 
and bewildered. Contrast their state after the 
resurrection. They were known for their 
boldness. (Acts 4:13).

A Chinese man who came to Christ by 
reading the Bible, once said, “I knocked one 
day at the door of Confucius and cried, ‘Ex
plain to me the dynamic of your teaching that 
I might obey them.’ But there was no answer 
save the echo of an empty tomb. It was the 
same with Buddha, and the whole world 
knows where Mohammed lies buried. But as I 
read this book, I was suddenly seized by the 
overwhelming conviction that its Author was 
not dead but alive. And he said, “I have
taken Him as my Savior.

Student workers ponder 
young African population

LOME, Togo—More than half the African 
population is under the age of 20 and a stag
gering number of these young people don’t 
know Christ, Baptist student workers were 
told recently in Lome, Togo.

With such statistics, Billy Bullington, the 
Southern Baptist Foreign Mission Board’s 
field representative for West Africa, opened 
the first All-Africa student ministries con
ference by stressing the importance of 
reaching students with the gospel message.

Under Bullington’s direction, 27 par
ticipants from 14 African countries focused on 
three areas of student ministry: evangelism 
and discipleship training on an African cam
pus, the relation of student ministry to the 
establishment and development of churches, 
and the needs of the African family.

Now Open

BELMONT PLAZA
Active Retirement Living 

In a Christian Environment

• Comfortable apartments
• Kitchenettes
• Meals and utilities pro

vided
• Housekeeping and 

maintenance
• Planned activities
• Medical assistance
• Many other features
• Adjacent to Belmont Col

lege

NOW ACCEPTING RENTAL APPLICATIONS

Mississippi's Clarke College faces 
financial trouble; study underway

NEWTON, Miss. (BP)—Declining enroll
ment has drained the financial reserve at 
Clarke College and forced the Executive 
Board of the Mississippi Baptist Convention 
to assure the school’s operation through the 
spring of 1981.

Enrollment at Clarke, one of seven 
Southern Baptist Junior colleges, dropped 
from 209 students last year to 162 this school 
year. Peak enrollment was 445 during the 
1965-66 school year.

Clarke, at the invitation of the trustees, is 
currently under study by the Southern Baptist 
Education Commission, which, among other 
things, provides studies and services to 
member colleges. It was the Education Com
mission that recommended the Mississippi 
Executive Board’s action to assure operation 
until its study was completed and a report 
made in June.

A.C. Johnson, who became president of 
Clarke College in July 1979, said the present 
financial stiuation occurred because of a 
policy established with this budget year that 
no funds would be transferred from one ac
count to another. Johnson had been acting 
president since January 1979.

Previously several years of deficit financ
ing had taken place as funds were transferred 
out of a reserve fund. That fund is nearing 
depletion. An exception to the deficit financ
ing was last year, when the school wound up

Glower records album 
on campus at Belmont

NASHVILLE—Jerry Clower, Christian 
humorist from Yazoo City, Miss., recorded 
his tenth album during the convocation ser
vice at Belmont College, March 24. The 
album, “The Ledbetter Olympics,” consists 
of 45 non-stop minutes of typical Jerry clower 
humor.

This is the second time this school year 
Jerry has spoken to the Tennessee Baptist 
school. On December 12, groundbreaking day 
for the new student center, Clower spoke on 
behalf of Christian education.

Robert J. Dean
STEEPLES 

AND 
BAPTISTRIES

Life at Its Best

ffeijMA-diop zr*"
Box 133 Phone 278-7060 

Dalton, Ga. 30720 
Write or Call For Free Color Brochure

Please send me more informa
tion about Belmont Plaza.

Name _
Address

Phone

BELMONT PLAZA 
1710 Magnolia Blvd.
Nashville, TN 37212 

(615) 298-3313

$118,000 in the black. This was due to several 
sizable gifts to the college. School officials say 
that gifts dropped sharply when it was an
nounced that a study by the Education Com
mission was being considered.

Action taken by the Executive Board pro
vides that any deficit spending must be ap
proved by the Mississippi Baptist Education 
Commission and the executive committee of 
the convention board before it can be commit
ted. It also proposes the sale of certain assets 
now held by Clarke Coilege in order to gain 
more operating funds. •

I’HM ITWREji
At a price

Any Church Can Afford
Write or call

WAGONER BROS.
MFG. CO.

Tel. (501) 675-2468
Booneville, Arkansas 

72927 F

“ONCE SAVED
ALWAYS SAFE”

This book has 4 chapters: “A Child of God Can 
Never Be Lost," "A Child of God Should Live Holy," 
"Saved People Do Sin,” and "What Happens When 
a Saved Person Sins9” ;Send *a dollar bill and 
receive this book, PLUS 4 others- "When a New 
World Begins," "Heaven. Hell and Salvation," ‘The 
Blessed Hope of Christ’s Return;’ and "Do We Live 
After Death9" Full-length Bible messages' All 5 
books for only $1 00' Send this ad and a dollar bill 
with your name and address to:*

JOHN L BRAY, Dept TN
P.O. Box 1778

Lakeland, Florida 33802

PHILIPPIANS: LIFE AT ITS 
BEST

Robert J. Doan writes this 
expository commentary on the 
book of the Philippians—an 
interpretation of the meaning of 
Paul's secret of the Christian's 
abundant life in Christ. He says, 
“Paul's words to the Philippian 
Christians help us understand the 
secret of a life of joy and peace and 
a life that can face difficulties and 
even death with courage and 
hope.”

Pastors, teachers, students, 
here is a worthy guide for under
standing the meaning and mes
sage, the interpretation and appli
cation of the book of Philippians.

paper, $3.50 
Robert J. Dean is Editorial and 
Curriculum Specialist at The Sun
day School Board and author 
of First Corinthians for Today and 
How Can We Believe?

At your Baptist Book Store

EBROADMAN
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GARDEN TOMB — An empty tomb in Gordon s Calvary outside Jerusalem's walls 
may have been the temporary burial spot of Jesus before he rose to new life on 
the day Christians celebrate as Easter.

Baptists in Rhodesia reach out 
to guerrillas and refugees

Empty tomb symbolizes 
hope for all Christians

By Wilmer C. Fields 
Director, Baptist Press

JERUSALEM (BP)—The Garden Tomb in 
Jerusalem symbolizes the hope which stirs 
Jesus’ disciples to this very day.

It is empty.
The miracle of miracles, the surpassing 

wonder of all the ages, occurred when the 
corpse of Jesus of Nazareth came to life in the 
darkened tomb of Joseph of Arimathea.

The hope which died on the hill of the Skull, 
which was buried with Jesus in a borrowed 
grave, sprang to new imperishable life on the 
Sunday morning He arose from the dead.

This sacred site outside the Damascus 
Gate, just off the Nablus Road, is a deeply 
moving reminder of that event.

“He is not here; for He is risen, as He said.”
In a city crammed with history, with the 

fascinating memorabilia of ages past, where 
holy shrines are on almost every corner, this 
quiet place of flowers and sighing pines sum
mons up intimations of personal immortality.

The faith which is rekindled at the empty 
tomb of Jesus is an aspiring faith, “the great- 
world’s altar stairs,' that slope through 
darkness up to God.”.It is an intimate re
living of the astonishment that must have 
swept over His followers on the morning of 
His resurrection.

If Jesus can lay aside His shroud and walk 
out alive forevermore then through Him there 
is a hope of a resurrection for us.

“Go quickly, and tell His disciples that He is 
risen from the dead.”

Every human being must hear that news!
After a profoundly moving visit to the 

Garden Tomb area with a group of Baptists, I 
walked out of the enclosure and out to the 
busy street. There a bright-eyed boy bounded 
up and called out enthusiastically, “Big news, 
sir. Good news!”

It was immediately apparent, however, in 
spite of my reverie and preoccupation, that 
this was no small-size prophet uttering 
theological declarations. He was selling 
newspapers, the English-language Jerusalem 
Post. But his timing could not have been bet
ter. And I bought one. Who could resist a 
salesman like that? Like most people, I want 
to know any good news.

And thus earth and heaven interface in this 
extraordinary place, Jerusalem the Golden. 
But that is what Incarnation is all about.

It’s a shock to many Christian pilgrims to 
discover that the area of the Garden Tomb, 
sometimes called Gordon’s Calvary, is next 
door to a busy, noisy bus station.

But here, too, this juxtaposition is ap- 
propriate symbolism. The Easter message is 
relevant to everyday life. Jesus’ life, death, 

and resurrection are the culmination of God’s 
new outreach to secular man.

The Holy City, venerated and fought over 
for centuries by Jews, Christians, Moslems, 
and a variety of infidels, is a classic example 
of the tendency of religion to petrify the 
sacred rather than to redeem and sanctify the 
secular.

The Church of the Holy Sepulcher, inside 
the present walls of the Old City, is the site ac
cepted and extolled by Catholics, Orthodox, 
Armenians, Coptics, and others as the place 
of Jesus’ crucifixion, burial, and renewal to 
life. Each group has a jealously guarded cor
ner for an altar or chapel. Some of their 
ancestors were present and sorrowing at the 
crucifixion.

The fact of the matter is that, as with many 
historic places in the Holy Land, there is some 
uncertainty about exact locations.

Whether or not the Garden Tomb is the ac
tual burial place of Jesus, it is certainly the 
kind of tomb described briefly in the Gospels 
and therefore has at least that kind of claim to 
authenticity.

Baptist churches are among the Protestant 
groups which also meet each week in both 
East and West Jerusalem.

In the great springtime festival among 
Christians, Easter rites all over the world in 
their diversity emphasize the importance of 
the fact of Jesus’ resurrection more than the 
place in which it occurred.

Eastertime, however, does call the faithful 
to remembrance of pivotal events. Our faith 
is grounded in history. Our sacred books, the 
writings of the New Testament as well as the 
Old, arise out of specific times and places, to 
speak of God’s persistent message of love and 
redemption for mankind.

Like the earliest disciples, we too are drawn 
by that invitation given by the angel so many 
mornings ago, “Come, see the place where 
the Lord lay.”

The tomb is empty. He has risen!

Broyhill gifts lift 
restoration project

WAKE FOREST, N.C. (BP)-A recent 
$50,000 gift from the Broyhill Foundation of 
Lenoir, N.C., brings to $200,000 total gifts 
from the foundation for the restoration of 
historic Lea Laboratory on the campus of 
Southeastern Baptist Theological Seminary.

Lea Lab, built in 1888, was the first building 
on a college campus in the southeastern 
United States devoted exclusively to the study 
of science, according to seminary officials.

Restoration is to begin this summer, 
preserving the structure’s elegant exterior 
while creating functional space inside.

FORT VICTORIA, Rhodesia—Baptists in 
Fort Victoria, Rhodesia, using Southern Bap
tist Foreign Mission Board funds, have been 
ministering to the physical and spiritual 
needs of both refugees and guerrillas brought 
into their community in recent months.

Not only are guerrillas gathered at two 
assembly points near Fort Victoria, but 
thousands of refugees pass through the city 
each week on their way home from Mozambi
que, says John P. Griggs, Southern Baptist 
missionary there. The two groups have con
verged on the area since the December sign- 
ing of a cease-fire signaled the end of a seven
year guerrilla war and election of a new 
government.

“You would weep if you could see a typical 
group of refugees,” said Griggs. “They are 
invariably very frightened, and many of them 
have only the clothes they are wearing, some 
of that pitifully inadequate.”

Mucheke Baptist Church and other area 
churches have responded to the flow of 
refugees by providing overnight housing for 
them. At Mucheke, a new auditorium and 
classroom built last year have freed the old 
auditorium and some classrooms for housing 
refugees.

The Red Cross provides food and the church 
members have gathered used clothing to 
distribute. Mucheke’s pastor, Nicholas 
Nyatoro, holds a brief service for each group 
of refugees.

Myatoro also maintains a list of 26 people or 
families who have fled the rural areas and 
now live in Fort Victoria, most in makeshift 
shelters near the bus station. Each Sunday 
after worship services, these line up to 
receive corn meal (their staple food), tea, 
sugar, powdered milk, beans and other food. 
The Foreign Mission Board’s hunger relief 
funds and funds from another relief agency 
pay for the food.

Although the church was aiding refugees in 
the area, Griggs also became concerned 
about the spiritual welfare of guerrillas con
fined to assembly points as the nation 
prepared for elections Feb. 27-29. With the 
permission of the British cease-fire monitor
ing force commander and the two guerrilla 
commanders in charge of the camps, Griggs 
prepared to distribute literature at the 
camps.

Within a matter of days, his study was piled 
with thousands of tracts, Gospels of John and 
other Scripture portions, many of them 
financed by Cooperative Program and Lottie 
Moon funds.

MURDER AMERICAN
STYLE—“Americans, on the average, are 
now being murdered at the rate of one every 
26 minutes. In the last decade, the homicide 
rate has doubled for the U.S. as a whole and 
increased five to sixfold in some cities—even 
in some with declining populations. Still more 
chilling, the number of killings among 
strangers has more than quadrupled. And 
perhaps most horrible of all, the ‘new style’ of 
American violence seems to be characterized 
by a growing number of mass murders. More 
disturbing still, an increasing number of to
day’s violent crimes are the work of 
juveniles. Over a 20-year period the juvenile 
crime rate has risen by 1600 percent, and now 
children under 15 are committing more 
crimes than adults over age 25. When violence 
in America is compared with that in other in
dustrialized nations, America stands alone at 
the top, ‘in grim solitude.’ In Canada, the pro
portional murder rate is 20 percent lower than 
in the U.S. Great Britain has fewer murders 
per year than Manhattan.” THE FUTURIST, 
February, 1980)

After the first load of literature was 
delivered in mid-February, Griggs got word 
that the men eagerly took their tracts and 
Scriptures and ran to a shady spot in the 
woods to read it.

PHYSICAL FITNESS — Church staff 
members such as Chuck Ward of First 
Baptist Church, Roanoke, Va., tried 
some equipment for keeping in shape 
during a seminar on "The Christian 
and Fitness."

'Keep fit,' 
Couey says

FORT WORTH, Tex. (BP)—Dick Couey 
believes it’s a sin to be out of shape.

Couey, associate professor of health and 
physical education at Baylor University, 
recently led a three-day seminar on “The 
Christian and Physical Fitness,” at the 
Recreation Aerobics Center at Southwestern 
Baptist Theological Seminary, Fort Worth.

“Our bodies are the temple of the Holy 
Spirit but we often treat them as a dumping 
ground,” Couey said. “Through the ministry 
of the church we can encourage and motivate 
our members to keep their bodies in good 
working order to the glory of God.”

During the seminar, sponsored by the 
Southern Baptist Sunday School Board, Couey 
led daily discussions on the cardiovascular 
respiratory system, muscular endurance, 
dieting and nutrition.

Couey recommended that church staff 
members initiate a basic exercise program in 
their churches in addition to regular sports. 
Activities such as exercising and jogging cost 
little and the church can provide information 
on nutrition and dieting.

Couey said 66 percent of Americans are fat 
and that America outweighs every country in 
the world.

“Obesity often results in high blood 
pressure, poor body alignment, heart trouble 
and diabetes. On the other hand, exercising 
and proper eating can add years to your life, 
cause fewer health problems and provide a 
better outlook on life,” he said.

Couey cautioned the church staffers to start 
their members on exercise programs slowly 
and have all participants checked by a doctor 
before beginning.
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