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Kickoff held for HCBA campaign
Harrison Chilhowee 

seeks $2-million 
for academy needs

The first two of nine kickoff meetings in the 
church phase of the Century II Advancement 
Campaign for Harrison Chilhowee Baptist 
Academy, Seymour, were held last week in 
eastern Tennessee.

The campaign will seek to raise $2-million 
for the Baptist school which is celebrating its 
100th anniversary this year.

The church emphasis is the last of four 
phases in the 15-month effort which began 
Oct. 1, 1979 and will continue through 
December 1980. Earlier phases focused on the 
faculty and staff of the academy, the Board of 
Trustees, and the Knoxville business com
munity.

The church phase will begin in the eastern 
Grand Division of the state, with churches in 
middle and western Tennessee involved later 
in the year.

The first kickoff meeting was held March 31 
in Rogersville for the Northeastern region 
(except for Holston Baptist Association, 
which will have its kickoff on May 19).

The following night, April 1, the Eastern 
region kickoff was held in Knoxville. In addi
tion the Knox County Baptist Association will 
have its kickoff on May 10, and Chilhowee 
Baptist Association's kickoff will be on May 
12.

On Monday of this week (April 7) the 
Southeastern region kickoff was to be held in 
Chattanooga for churches in that region, ex
cept for Hamilton County Baptist Association 
where the kickoff is scheduled for May 22.

Middle Tennessee churches will have their 
kickoff on July 15, with the west Tennessee 
kickoff planned for July 24.

Kickoff meetings' purpose
Invited to the kickoff meetings were the 

associational vice-chairmen of the 
campaign’s church phase. These vice- 
chairmen will present the campaign and its 
need to their own church and to five to seven 
other churches in their associations.

The campaign, its needs and its procedure, 
was explained to the vice-chairmen at the 
kickoff meetings.

Speaking at the Rogersville meeting were 
the state chairman, William Palmer, pastor 
of First Baptist Church in Morristown; east 
Tennessee chairman, Doug Watterson, pastor 
of First Baptist Church, Knoxville; north
eastern regional chairman, Ed Johnson, 
pastor of Calvary Baptist Church, Kingsport ; 
Hubert Smothers, academy president; and 
Dave Paxton, campaign director.

Those attending the Knoxville meeting 
heard Watterson, Smothers, and Paxton.

“I believe in this campaign,” Watterson 
told the vice-chairmen. ‘‘To me it is a vital 
part of our commitment to Bold Mission 
Thrust.”

Noting that God’s purpose is to produce peo
ple like Jesus, Watterson stated, “There is 
nothing more basic to Christian maturity that 
Christian education. Harrison Chilhowee 
Baptist Academy offers an opportunity for 
Christian education with a distinctive style.”

Campaign progress reported
Hubert Smothers, HCBA president, 

reported on the progress of the first three 
phases of the Century II Advancement Cam
paign.

KICKOFF—Eastern regional associational vice-chairmen for the Harrison 
Chilhowee Baptist Academy's Century II fund drive met in Knoxville April 1 to 
launch the church phase of the campaign. Doug Watterson (right) of Knoxville 
was one of the speakers.
The first phase involved the faculty and 

staff of the academy with a goal of $20,000. 
The goal was passed with pledges $29,548.

Next came the trustees who pledged 
$137,990, which was 72.5 percent more than 
their goal of $80,000.

The third phase involved the Knoxville 
business community with a goal of $360,000. 
Smothers said that gifts and pledges to date 
have reached $275,000.

The church phase will have a goal of 
$1,440,000.

In addition, the campaign leaders hope to 
secure one $100,000 memorial gift from an in
dividual.

“We are thrilled about the response to the 
campaign and the enlistment of leadership at 
all levels. Smothers said. He observed that 
this is the first statewide church campaign for 
the academy in its 100-year history.

Church campaign explained
The Century II Advancement Campaign 

will seek to obtain pledges from Tennessee 
Baptist churches which will be paid over the 
next three years.

A suggested goal for each TBC church will 
be an amount equal to 10 percent of its 1979 in
come. Churches will be asked to include one- 
third of this amount in its budget for each of 
the next three years. The funds may be sent 
directly to the academy or through the TBC 
office designated for HCBA.

A lay chairman will be enlisted in each 
church to work with the pastor in securing 
support from that congregation. They will 
work with the church’s budget committee to 
include the Century II Campaign in the 
church’s budget during the next three years.

The church chairman will seek an oppor
tunity to make an appropriate presentation of 
the campaign and needs of the academy to the 
entire congregation.

Smothers said that report meetings will be 
held in each association and region during 
this year.

Campaign funds needed
The $2-million goal for the Century II Ad

vancement Campaign will be used for renova
tions and additions to the academy’s physical 
facilities and for improvement of the educa
tion provided by the school, Smothers said.

If the goal is reached, the funds will go for 
these purposes:

—$600,000 for renovation and modernization 

of the academic and administration building 
and for classroom equipment

—$450,000 for construction of a Youth Life 
Center which will provide an indoor swim
ming pool, classrooms, offices, and recrea-
tional facilities.

—$225,000 for the construction of an addi
tional floor on Atchley Dorm for Girls to meet 
the demands of increased enrollment

—$300,000 for enrichment of the academic 
program, by providing funds for faculty con
tinuing education, updated materials, and 
teaching aids.

—$150,000 to continue the academy’s pro
gram of college preparation for the deaf

—$75,000 for scholarships for students 
desiring a Christian education as provided bv 
HCBA.

—$200,000 for unrestricted endowment to 
provide a financial base for the school to face 
the pressures of inflation.

The campaign was authorized by the Ex
ecutive Board of the Tennessee Baptist Con
vention in September 1977. The academy was 
founded in 1880 and is one of the oldest 
academies in the southeast. It is owned and 
operated by the Tennessee Baptist Conven
tion.

The academy has a present enrollment of 
189 and has students from 18 states and 13 
foreign countries. In addition to offering 
regular classes for grades seven through 12, 
HCBA began a college preparatory program 
for the deaf in 1971. Currently the program 
has 31 alumni—26 of which have continued 
their education in 11 different colleges and
universities. professions of faith

Jackson First members initiate 
services in $3.5-million site

Members of First Baptist Church in Jackson worshipped in their new $3.5-million 
facilities for the first time on Sunday, March 23. Pastor Trevis Otey preached to a capaci
ty congregation of over 1,400.

Built by H & M Construction Co., Milan, the complex includes, in addition to the sanc
tuary, office and educational facilities, a fellowship hall, kitchen, full accommodations 
for a week-day preschool program, a family life center with gymnasium, game room, 
and craft room, a complete music suite, and chapel.

Prior to the special services, members of the Sunday School met in the old downtown 
location and then proceeded by car caravan to the new church site at 1627 North 
Highland Ave. There were 582 cars in the motorcade, according to associate pastor H.C. 
Zachry.

The church records a 147-year history. R. Trevis Otey is pastor.

SBC gifts gain
14.5 percent

NASHVILLE, Tenn. (BP)—Giving through 
the Southern Baptist Convention’s national 
Cooperative Program totaled $5,871,735 in 
March, the sixth month of the fiscal year.

The March total was a 9.6 percent increase 
over March 1979, but the percentage is 
distorted because of circumstances last year. 
A Cooperative Program check from a major 
state convention failed to reach the Executive 
Committee, which disburses the funds, last 
February. The check arrived in early March, 
making the Cooperative Program totals 
smaller in February, but with two checks in 
March, making that month deceptively large.

Consequently comparisons in 1980 show a 
tremendous increase over February 1979 and 
a smaller increase in March. But when com
paring the two months as a unit, February- 
March 1980 shows an 18.6 percent increase 
over February-March 1979.

The undesignated Cooperative Program 
receipts for March, along with another 
$8,937,216 in designated contributions, 
brought total giving for the month to 
$14,808,951, up 1.1 percent over the same 
month last year.

Through the first six months of the 1979-80 
fiscal year. Southern Baptists have given 
$36,071,047 through the Cooperative Program.
up 14.5 percent over the same point last year. 
Designated contributions total $40,541,234, up 
14.9 percent Designated and undesignated 
gifts total $76,612,281. up 14 7 percent over last 
year.

Tanner fills vacancy 
on search committee

WASHINGTON (BP)-William G. Tanner, 
executive director-treasurer of the Southern 
Baptist Home Mission Board, has been 
named as a replacement for Grady C. Cothen 
on the search committee seeking a new chief 
executive for the Baptist Joint Committee on 
Public Affairs.

Cothen, recovering from surgery for an ab
dominal malignancy, had earlier been named 
chairman of the search committee.

According to Baptist Joint Committee 
Chairman Gideon K. Zimmerman, the search 
committee will name a new chairman when it 
meets May 5 in Chicago.

Bahamas crusade records 
359 decisions for Christ

NASSAU, Bahamas—During the annual 
crusade for the National Baptist Missionary 
and Educational Convention here, 359 people 
made decisions. More than 230 of these were
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Acteens hear needs

Selfishness cited as reason
for failure to minister

Picture yourself as one of 4,019 inter
national students attending colleges in Ten
nessee.

You have been working hard all semester 
trying to fit into the routine of a campus 
where you are part of a vast minority. You 
have studied hard, and your grades are good. 
You are tired.

But now there is a vacation approaching 
and a holiday that is very important to these 
Americans with whom you have worked side 
by side for the last 18 weeks. You have heard 
that a major denomination in America—the 
Baptists—pays particular homage to a Man 

DO SOMETHING FOR GOD—Juliette 
Mather pointed out various ways in 
which girls could participate in mis
sions and urged them to prepare 
themselves to do something for God.

called Christ at this time of the year because 
it is celebrated as His birthday.

These Baptists, you heard, are Christians 
who want the entire world to know about this 
Man. These Baptists say He is the Saviour of 
the world. You wonder.

But you also heard something else. You 
heard from a student worker on your campus 
that there is a chance you may be invited to 
the home of a Baptist family for this special 
day called Christmas. That makes you feel 
good because you are a long way from home 
and from your family and do not have the 
money to return to your country for the brief 
vacation.

Days pass, and you check with some of your 
friends who are also attending school from 
other countries. None of them had received 
invitations either.

Finally, it is just a day and a half until 
Christmas. You call the student worker who 
told you that you would probably be invited to 
share that ‘special’ day with a special family. 
He is embarrassed, and doesn’t seem to know 
what to tell you. But you get the message. No 
one wants you in their home.

Christmas Day dawned for Baptists 
throughout Tennessee just a few months ago. 
We celebrated our Saviour’s birth and prayed 
for a big Lottie Moon Christmas offering so 
we could send missionaries around the world 
to save the lost. But we failed miserably the 
lost who live less than two, three, or four 
miles from our front door—the international 
students attending schools in this state.

Rollin DeLap, Baptist Sunday School Board 
national student ministries, told Acteens in 
Gatlinburg last week-end that six of the 
largest churches in the Nashville area were 
contacted during November and December 
and were asked to invite international 
students into families’ homes on Christmas 
Day. “Not one family from these churches 
responded,” he charged.. “We shut out the 
rest of the world and would not let them in.”

He related how two internationals of whom 
he had heard spent Christmas Day sitting on a 
dorm floor eating cheese and crackers.

“These internationals may go back home 
without Christ because we are so selfish,” he 
told the Acteens.

“You wonder how you can minister in this 
world? You can love them and give them the 
vision of the world that you are getting. They 
could get a burden to share the love of Christ 
with their people if you care enough to in
troduce Christ’s love to them.”

He then told the girls of several oppor
tunities for ministry throughout the state. He 
pointed out that Laotians are coming into 
Tennessee’s major cities by four and five 
families a week. “You can help teach English 
to these people,” he challenged.

Former missionary to Japan, Taiwan, and 
Hong Kong, Juliette Mather urged the young 
women to be strong for Christ, listen to Him, 
and do something for Him. “Jesus’ dream 
and our dream was not only a dream of 
redeeming the world. It was a dream of 
changing the world until the world became 
like the Kingdom of God,” she stated. She 
urged them first to make sure they were 
changed creations and then to seek to change 
others.

Testimonies were given by Alan Duncan 
and Dale Schmittou, both football players at 
the University of Tennessee at Knoxville, and 
Barbara Joiner, conference leader and 
author from Columbiana, Ala.

Malvie Lee Giles, who has held singing 
engagements in seven countries and 
throughout the United States, was guest 
soloist and music director for the conference.

Special recognition was given to girls who 
attained levels of achievement under the Ac
teens program of the Southern Baptist Con
vention, and Acteen Activators were commis-

this issue.)sioned. (See related

PRAISING THE LORD—Malvie Giles 
led the music and presented solos at 
the Acteens Summit Meeting in 
Gatlinburg.

BE PREPARED FOR SERVICE—Mis
sionary to the Philippines Randall 
Bradley tells Acteens to be prepared 
to minister to the hurts of the world.

TENNESSEE ACTIVATORS—Thirty-nine Acteens from across the state were com
missioned in special services at the Acteens' Summit Meeting in Gatlinburg. Lin
da Knott, interim Acteens' director, TBC, explains the purpose of Activators to the 
audience.

Tennessee commissions
Acteens to summer work

The first group of young women from Ten
nessee to be appointed as Acteen Activators 
by the Home Mission Board of the Southern 
Baptist Convention were commissioned in 
special services at Gatlinburg April 5.

In a program which will send out 39 Bap
tists representing 12 Tennessee churches, the 
high school students will work in backyard Bi
ble clubs, Vacation Bible Schools, resort 
ministries, puppet ministries, Baptist 
centers, and recreation ministries. They will 
serve in four states.

The Acteen Activators’ program was 
developed in 1977 by Beverly Sutton, Acteens 
consultant for the Woman’s Missionary Union 
of the Southern Baptist Convention. The pro
gram is sponsored jointly by the Home Mis
sion Board and the WMU, and consists of 
groups of Acteens and their leaders par
ticipating in mission tours, at their own ex
pense, within the continental United States. 
Each team must serve at least one week on 
the assigned field during the period of mid
June to mid-August.

Upon appointment, each member of the 
team must complete a prescribed training 
and preparation program of at least 50 hours. 
The training program includes: Bible study, 
mission action training (specific and 
general), direct evangelism training, and 
practice of simulation of the project.

“This is the first year* for Tennessee to par
ticipate in the Acteen Activators’ program,” 
explained Linda Knott, interim Acteen direc
tor for the state. “We are thankful for such a 
positive initial reaction from the groups 
within our convention and look for this pro
gram to serve Acteens who want to be more 
actively involved in direct mission work.”

Sixteen girls and three leaders from 
Holston Association are scheduled to serve 
with Phil Heydt, South Carolina Baptist Con
vention, Columbia, S.C. Those included in the 
work are: Kim Duncan, Teresa Waycaster, 
Beverly Henshaw, and Elaine Ruston, from 
Westerly Heights Baptist Church, Johnson 
City; Becky Mullins, Judy Mullins, Gray 
Southern Baptist Mission, Johnson City; 
Susan Lilly, West Hills Baptist Church, 
Jonesboro; Rene Hashe, Lori Cash, Central 
Baptist Church, Erwin; Darlene Martin, 
Clark Street Baptist Church, Johnson City; 
Lori Peterson, Melanie Honeycutt, and 
Angela Barker, Piney Flats Baptist Church, 
Piney Flats; Lisa Black, Anita Gillette, 
Skyline Heights Baptist Church, Johnson 
City; and Karen Adams, Boones Creek Bap
tist Church, Johnson City. Mrs. Carolyn Dun
can is Acteens’ director for Holston Associa
tion.

Representing Carroll-Benton Association 
will be: Carrie Thorne, Wendy Wilson, and 
Joy Moore, First Baptist Church, Bruceton; 
and Amy Scott, Prospect Baptist Church, 
Buena Vista. Along with their leader, Mrs. 
Janie Smothers, the group will work at Stand-

CHALLENGE—Pam Brown, editor of
Accent magazine. Woman's Mis
sionary Union, Southern Baptist Con
vention, tells Acteens to let God 
develop their gifts and abilities as 
they serve in summer missions.

ing Stone State Park, Livingston, Tenn. Terry 
Geren, pastor of Aliens Baptist Church, will 
coordinate their efforts.

Mrs. Nancy Moorefield and Mrs. Robbie 
Barkley, First Baptist Church, Henderson
ville, will take a group from that congregation 
to the Bay Area Baptist Association in 
Midland, Mich., where they will work with 
James L. Walker. Scheduled to make the trip 
are: Lesley Stratton, Kim Prow, Ellen Lott, 
Janet Edwards, Stacey Ann Slate, Donna 
Sharp, Jennifer Loper, and Joey Ward.

Working with Larry Baldridge at Caney 
Creek Baptist Church in Pippa Passes, Ky., 
will be a group from Long Hollow Baptist 
Church, Goodlettsville. The girls include: 
Kim Sharer, Julie Tracy, Robin Writesman, 
and Jill Huddleston. Their leader is Mrs. 
Audrey O’Saile.

Speaking to the girls at the commissioning 
service, Pam Brown, editor of Accent 
magazine, SBC WMU, warned them against 
succumbing to the disappointments and dif
ficulties they will face on the mission field this 
summer. “You may have troubles you never 
dreamed of, but God will develop in you gifts 
and abilities you never knew you possessed.”

After telling the young women that they are 
living in a world exploding with people and 
living around humans whose number one 
problem is despair and loneliness, Randall 
Bradley said, “It is into this world that Jesus 
is sending you, Activators.” He emphasized 
that they should train in spiritual and prac
tical ways, including knowing their Bible, 
knowing how to minister to those in need, and 
knowing that their strength for the battle 
comes through Jesus Christ.
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NEW RA OFFICERS—The new 1980-81 Royal Ambassador officers for Tennessee 
are (left to right) Spencer Gregg, president; Allen Henderson, secretary; David 
Reeves, mission activities leader; and Randy Beck, interest activities leader.

1,200 Royal Ambassadors 
attend 26th RA Congress

MEMPHIS—About 1,200 Royal Am
bassadors registered at the 26th state Royal 
Ambassador Congress, April 4-5, at East 
Park Baptist Church here.

During the two-day congress, the boys 
heard missionaries tell about their work, 
walked through a projects display and a mis
sion fair, and participated in pinewood derby 
races, a campcraft rodeo, “speak-out” con
tests, a fun fair, and the election of new state 
Royal Ambassador officers. Voting for the of
ficers took place in official Shelby County 
precinct voting machines.

Newly-elected officers for 1980-81 are 
Spencer Gregg of Fellowship Baptist Church, 
Knoxville, president; Allen Henderson of Mt. 
Olive Baptist Church, Knoxville, secretary; 
David Reeves of Southeast Baptist Church, 
Murfreesboro, mission activities leader; and 
Randy Beck of Northport Baptist Church, 
Newport, interest activities leader.

First place award winners in the speak-out 
contest were Juan Lamb of Riverview Baptist 
Church, Newport, in the Lad 1 and 2 category; 
Barry Hill of Central Baptist Church, Chat
tanooga, in the Page, Squire, and Knight 
category; Phillip Lane of Riverview Baptist 
Church, Newport, in the Pioneer Adventure 
category; and Mike Shelton of Haywood Hills 
Baptist Church, Nashville, in the Ambassador 
Service category. Each first place award win
ner presented his winning speech during the 
Saturday morning session of the congress.

The high attendance award for the congress 

SPEAKING OUT—Juan Lamb, winner of the Lad 1 and 2 "speak-out" award,' 
presented his show and tell speech during the Saturday morning session of the 
Royal Ambassador Congress in Memphis. He got a standing ovation from the 
crowd.

went to First Baptist Church, Dickson. They 
registered 38 boys at the congress.

Major speakers for the conference wei 
Woody Watkins, director of missions for tl 
Hamilton County Baptist Association, an 
David Ring, evangelist from Kansas Cit; 
Mo.

Leading mission education conference 
were missionaries, former missionaries an 
denominational leaders.

Evangelist David Ring, a victim of cerebra 
palsy since birth, climaxed the final sessio; 
with a challenge to the Royal Ambassadors.

“I may have a handicap,” Ring said, “ 
may talk different from you, but I get the jol 
done.

“I've got a handicap,” he continued 
“What’s your problem...! challenge you to fil 
your life with the love of Jesus because wher 
you fill your life with Jesus, you will challenge 
others to come to know Him.”

During a time of invitation. Ring asked all 
who knew they weren’t giving their best effort 
to Jesus but wanted to give Him their best to 
come forward and make that devision public. 
More than 100 came forward.

He invited all RA counselors to join him on 
the stage where they could pick out any of 
their RAs who made a decision and follow up 
on that decision with the,boy. He also urged 
the ones making decisions to go forward dur
ing the invitation time at their home church 
the next morning (Easter Sunday morning) to 
let the church know of the decision.

NEW PRESIDENT—Kenny Rains (left), 
program assistant in the Tennessee 
Baptist Brotherhood department, 
welcomes Spencer Gregg, the newly- 
elected state Royal Ambassador 
president.

DECISION SERVICE—Evangelistic David Ring got a large response when he invited 
people willing to give their best to Jesus to come forward.

Kaemmerling named as editor 
of 'Southern Baptist Journal'

COLUMBl A, S.C. (BP)—The Southern Bap
tist Journal, a private publication formed in 
1973 to expose Southern Baptist “liberals,” 
has moved to South Carolina under the direc
tion of a new editor.

Russell Kaemmerling, pastor of First Bap
tist Church, West Columbia, S C., has re
placed William Powell as editor. Powell will 
continue to live in Buchanan, Ga., and serve 
as publisher of the 10,000 circulation paper. 
He will also continue as executive vice- 
president of the Baptist Faith and Message 
Fellowship.

Powell said his main role will be fund rais
ing. He told Baptist Press the BFMF has 
“achieved its first major goal,” to alert 
Southern Baptist leadership of “liberals” in 
SBC life. Phase two, he said, will be a con
certed effort to raise funds to get the Southern 
Baptist Journal in the hands first of every 
Southern Baptist pastor and then every 
deacon chairman and WMU director.

The Journal, begun as a monthly, has been 
published less often than that because of 
financial problems. Kaemmerling said it will 
publish monthly effective April 1. He said that 
he, as editor, will have complete editorial con
trol.

He said the paper will continue as a voice

Writers' workshop 
slated for Belmont

A conference designed for those interested 
in writing for religious publications, called 
the Christian Writers’ Grand Ole Workshop, 
will be held May 14-18 on the campus of Bel
mont College, Nashville.

The workshop will be directed by John 
Steen, who resigned from the Baptist Sunday 
School Board last year to develop a con
ference ministry. During his nearly 10 years 
with the board, he edited a number of 
periodicals and was the first editor of Mature 
Living.

The faculty for the workshop will include 12 
Southern Baptist writers and editors, in
cluding Muriel Blackwell, Bill Boozer, Bill 
Cannon, Robert Dean, Johnnie Godwin, Burl 
Red, Fes Robertson, Ann Severance, Lee 
Sizemore, James Westberry, and Steen and 
his wife Dorothy.

Features of the workshop will be panels of 
publishers and editors. Special classes will be 
offered to those interested in writing religious 
music and lyrics.

Awards and prizes will be given to con
ference attendees who submit written 
materials for consideration.

Information and registration materials can 
be secured from John Steen, 65511 Currywood 
Dr., Nashville 37205.

for exposing liberalism but, “We won’t be 
after liberal people as much as dealing with 
trends and issues.”

Asked if this was a change in policy, he 
said, “This is not a change in direction as 
much as methodology. In the past we haven't 
been as careful to state the cause as we 
should. We can't separate people from issues 
but will focus on the issues and not name 
names of individuals without documented 
evidence. We won't be in the business of 
character assassination.”

Kaemmerling is a brother-in-law of Paige 
Patterson, president of the Criswell Center 
for Biblical Studies, Dallas, Tex., who was 
one of the principals in efforts last year in 
Houston to elect an SBC president committed 
to Biblical inerrancy.

Asked if there w'as a direct connection be
tween the Criswell Center and the Southern 
Baptist Journal. Kaemmerling said, “We 
mav deal with similar issues, but there will be 
no direct relationship. We’re not a news arm 
for them.”

Kaemmerling has been pastor of the West 
Columbia church for almost three years. A 
native of Beaumont, Tex., he is a graduate of 
Lamar University, Beaumont, and 
Southwestern Baptist Theological Seminary, 
Fort Worth, Tex.
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EDITORIAL

A study in statistics
The 1979 Annual of the Tennessee Baptist Conven

tion is off the press and is being mailed to the 
churches.

The annual contains the minutes from the 1979 
sessions of the Tennessee Baptist Convention; reports 
from the various agencies, departments, and institu
tions affiliated with the convention; and the listing of 
all churches, pastors, and other staff employees. 
Another section of the annual each year publishes a 
composite of all the church letters for the one-year 
period ending Oct. 31, 1979.

These statistics provide the opportunity to review 
what is the progress of Tennessee Baptist churches 
for that one-year period—and also make it possible to 
compare these figures with other years.

In 1979 there were 2,760 churches affiliated with 
the Tennessee Baptist Convention. This is a drop of 25 
from the 2,785 reported in 1978.

These churches reported a total membership of 
nearly 1-million. The actual figure is 995,625—an in
crease of 11,009 over the 984,616 reported the previous 
year. This represents a 1.1 percent increase.

Our churches report 737,140 resident members, 
which is an increase of 1.3 percent or 9,466 resident 
members above the 727,674 reported in 1978. One 
pleasing aspect of this is that the number of non
resident members increased at a much smaller rate 
(less than one percent) than either the total member
ship or the resident members. There were 256,942 non
resident members in 1978 and 258,485 in 1979.

Baptisms reported by our churches during the 
November 1978-October 1979 church year reached 
26,298. This is a 13 percent increase over the 23,264 
baptisms reported on the 1978 church letters.

Sunday School enrollment experienced a 1.1 per
cent loss in 1979 as compared to 1978. There were 
521,745 enrolled in Sunday School in 1979, while the 
1978 enrollment was placed at 527,318.

But the bad news in Sunday School enrollment is 
more than offset by average Sunday School atten
dance. In 1979 the average Sunday School attendance 
in our churches was 292,586, which is 30.1 percent 
higher than the 223,742 reported in 1978. So, even
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though we experienced a drop in enrollment, the Sun
day School members which we have are far more 
serious about attending Bible study classes.

Church training enrollment underwent a slight 
decline of less than one-half of one percent. Enroll
ment in 1978 was 148,773. In 1979 it dropped by 737 par
ticipants to 146,036.

Music enrollment in Tennessee Baptists churches 
continues to gain—although not as fast as in recent 
years. The 1979 report notes 106,611 enrolled in church 
music organizations, which is a 2.1 percent increase 
over the 104,400 reported in 1978.

Woman’s Missionary Union and its organizations 
reported an enrollment of 72,486 in 1979. This is a 1.5 
percent drop as compared to the 73,616 enrolled in 
1978.

Brotherhood and its organizations showed a slight 
increase in enrollments with a six-tenths of one per
cent growth from 29,685 in 1978 to 29,856 in 1979.

The most consistent gains in totals derived from 
the church letters came in the area of stewardship.

Total receipts from all of our churches reached 
$153,289,605 in 1979. This is a $1,349,136 increase (9.7 
percent) over the $139,796,469 total receipts reported 
by these churches in 1978.

Cooperative Program receipts reported by the 
churches totaled $12,285,076.31 in 1979—which is a 12.2 
percent gain over the $10,945,418.71 reported in 1978.

Using these figures, one can project what is the 
“average” Tennessee Baptist church. That average 
church has 361 members of which 267 are resident 
members; it has a Sunday School enrollment of 189 
and an average attendance of 106. Church training 
enrollment would be 53; WMU enrollment, 29; 
Brotherhood enrollment, 11; and music enrollment, 
39.

Our average church had receipts during the 1979 
church year of $55,549.71, of which $4,451.11 was given 
to missions through the Cooperative Program.

Statistics certainly are not the only indication of a 
church’s interests and ministries. However, these 
figures do indicate certain areas of accomplishment 
and concerns.

Cicero’s 

comment

By the editor
“Cicero, I want to change my subscription 

to the Baptist and Reflector,’’ stated Ava 
Ridge, a member of Par Baptist Church.

“Certainly,” I responded. “Just give me 
your old address and your new address and 
the code number on your mailing label and we 
will be...”

Ava interrupted. “I haven’t moved, so I 
don’t need that changed. What I want to 
change is the number of issues of the Baptist 
and Reflector each year.”

Cicero was confused and could only mutter 
something about publishing and mailing 51 
issues each year.

“I understand,” Ava Ridge agreed. “But I 
only want to receive four issues each year!”

“Why only four?,” I puzzled.
Ava Ridge explained that she had heard all 

her life about the mythical “average church 
member”—so she had decided to BE the 
average member of a Tennessee Baptist 
church.

“So,” Ava continued, “I figure that with the 
Baptist and Reflector having a circulation of 
82,000 and there being 995,625 Tennessee Bap
tist church members—that’s 8.23 percent— 
the average church member receives 4.2 
issues each year.”

Ava Ridge conceded that it would be dif
ficult to receive 4.2 issues—unless Cicero 
was willing to send four complete issues and 
two pages of another issue during the year.

“Well, I guess we can work it out,” Cicero 
agreed. “After all, we do a lot of talking and 
writing about the average church member. 
K’s good to know that one actually exists.”

Cicero wondered what other steps Ava 
Ridge was taking to become the average 
church member.

She noted that 52 percent of Tennessee Bap
tists were enrolled in Sunday School, so she 
will be a member of a Sunday School class for 
27 Sundays. “I plan to have my name re
moved from the roll the second Sunday in 
July,” she said.

Ava announced that 29 percent of Ten
nessee Baptists are in Sunday School each 
Sunday, meaning that to be “average,” she 
would have to go only 15 times each year.

“What other changes in our relationship to 
Par Baptist Church are coming?,” Cicero 
asked.

“Well,” Ava Ridge responded, “since 15 
percent of this state’s Baptists are enrolled in 
church training, I figure that I will need to be 
enrolled only eight Sundays each year—in 
order to be ‘average’.”

Applying the same method to Woman’s Mis
sionary Union, Ava determined that being 
enrolled for eight weeks would equal the^act 
that 14.6 percent of Tennessee Baptist Women 
are members of WMU.

“I haven’t decided what to do about church 
music,” Ava agonized. “It seems that 11 per
cent of us are enrolled in a church music 
organization. I don’t know whether to sing in 
the choir on six Sundays or to sit in the choir 
every Sunday, but just sing every eleventh 
note.”

Concerning Brotherhood, Ava Ridge said 
that her husband Leavell Ridge would attend 
the men’s monthly meeting about once every 
18 months, which she figures would be equal 
to 6 percent of Tennessee Baptist Men en
rolled in that organization.

Ava analyzed her stewardship and decided 
that in order to be average she would match 
the $153.85 given by the “average Tennessee 
Baptist” to his church.

Cicero listened and then told Ava Ridge. “I 
sure hope that the average Baptist is way 
above average!”
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to t^e ScUtot,...
Letters on any religion-related subject are welcomed. Letters of over 300 words 
will not be used. Other letters may be shortened at the discretion of the editor. 
No unsigned letters will be printed, but writer’s name will be withheld for 
sufficient reason. Letters must contain complete address.

Romero's ossoss/not/on
Dear editor:

The assassination of Oscar Romero, arch
bishop to El Salvador, brings two verses to 
my mind:

—“I have delivered Thy word to them, and 
the world hates them because they are 
strangers in the world, as I am” (John 17:14 
NEB).

—“But if we thus died with Christ, we 
believe that we shall also come to life with 
Him” (Romans 6:8 NEB).

The murder of Archbishop Romero leaves 
me with mixed emotions.

On the one hand, I am outraged that a 
brother in Christ has been wrenched from our 
midst for doing precisely what he was called 
to do: proclaiming the gospel of Christ Jesus 
as a word of peace, love, and justice. By that 
proclamation he apparently became a threat 
to the success of one of the factions involved 
in the political power struggle in El Salvador. 
His commitment to the peaceful resolution of 
the conflict had resulted in a Nobel Peace 
Prize nomination last year. But threats of 
such magnitude cannot be tolerated; they can 
only be eliminated. Hence: his assassination.

However, at the same time, this horrendous 
act reassures me of the vitality of the Chris
tian faith. In the person of Romero, the Chris
tian gospel was alive and well in El Salvador. 
(Whether it still is, remains to be seen.) It is 
encouraging to know that the proclamation of 
the gospel can still be so “relevant” (to use a 
well-worn term) that it can be considered a 
threat by those who seek to control others for 
their own ends.

I pray for El Salvador that a new voice will 
rise up to proclaim the gospel. But what about 
American Christians? Have we, because our 
faith is constitutionally allowed, become at 
ease in Zion? I pray that occasionally we 
honestly reassess our commitment and our 
proclamation.

Timothy J. Reynolds
4736 Miners Cove
Antioch, TN 37013

Supreme Court's ruling
Dear editor:

The SBC is supporting the Supreme Court’s 
ruling against prayer in the schools. Thus 
they are supporting the athiests and com
munists against the freedom-loving people of 
this country. Few people noticed when Earl 
Warren took Bible reading out of the schools, 
he made it legal to teach communism.

As to the court’s voluntary prayer, it is not 
what they say, but what they do that counts. 
There have been groups of students meeting 
before school for Bible reading, prayer, and 
much needed counseling, but the court heard 
about it and stopped it although neither 
teachers nor parents had anything to do with 
it. Also parents have asked that their children 
be allowed to bow their heads in silent prayer. 
The court said, “No.”

Now in the schools we have free love, the 
thrill of shop-lifting, violence, and vandalism. 
Thank goodness, we didn’t have these when I 
was in school for we had Bible reading, 
prayer, and visiting persons in chapel who in
spired us to do the best we could for ourselves 
and our fellowman.

Your March 5 edition related the times Mrs. 
O’Hair has failed. Unless something is done, 
she will hound every freedom-loving person 
until some judge listens and there will be no 
longer freedom in this country.

When it was written, “separation of church 
and state” meant the government had no 
right to say where anyone would read the Bi
ble and pray, but now the court’s idea is to 
separate the people from their God. From the 
schools it has spread to other institutions such 
as government-operated nursing homes 
where Bible reading is prohibited to their 
elderly patients. Also the IRS is trying to take 
away the right of tax exemptions from gifts to 

religious and private schools.
Thanks to Jesse Helms. If he can’t do 

something, sooner or later the whole country 
will be forced to volunteer not to pray.

Mrs. W.R. Hubbs
224 North Main St.
Greeneville, TN 37743
Do you know of any documented cases 

where the Supreme Court stopped students 
from Bible reading and prayer before school 
or stopped students from having silent 
prayer?

No court can separate people from God — 
only from a form of godliness, (editor).

Prayer meetings
Dear editor:

The word prayer expresses the largest and 
most comprehensive approach to God. Can a 
way be found that excels this?

The law of prayer, the right to pray, rests 
on sonship. God has given us His Son to in
tercede in our prayers. “Whatsoever ye shall 
ask the Father in My name, He will give it 
you” (John 16:23).

Many do not set aside one hour between 
Sundays for the purpose of prayer. 
Sometimes it is eliminated from the church 
schedule. What then has become of the 
Wednesday night prayer meetings? Are they 
no longer important? Many persons have 
asked me why churches no longer have mid
week prayer services.

Mankind has a great need for prayer in his 
life. There are many dark churches on 
Wednesday night.

A man came to a church on a Wednesday 
night. He later told me the door was locked. A 
group was having a meeting on the lower 
floor, but there was no evidence of this to the 
visitor.

One teenager commented, “There are not 
enough people interested to heat or cool the 
building and turn the lights on.”

Why should man omit the greatest power in 
the church? Some members are more in
terested in the size of the kitchen, dinners, 
and sports in the church, than the original 
purpose as a house of prayer. Nothing is 
wrong with fellowship, food, and fun, but a life 
of prayer is the only life w^h heaven counts.

Prayer fills man’s poverty with God’s 
riches. God’s greatest glory and man’s 
highest good are secured by prayer. Are we 
putting God first when we omit a mid-week 
prayer service?

Ruby Wagner
209 Deborah St.
Jefferson City, TN 37760

Truth did not evolve
Dear editor:

It seems to me that Owen Meredith Smaw 
exhibited an attitude that is manifesting itself 
ever more clearly (letters, March 26). It 
evidently develops from the “higher 
criticism” which designs to sit in judgment 
upon the written revelation, which clearly 
and unequivocally states concerning itself 
that “the prophecy came not in old time by 
the will of man ; but holy men of God spake as 
they were moved by the Holy Ghost.”

The same mighty Spirit Who empowered 
the blessed Son of God throughout His life and 
ministry on earth, endued those holy men of 
old, breathing the inerrant wisdom of God in
to them and through them.

The God of infinite wisdom and power, the 
creator in the Old Testament, is revealed to 
be the living Word, our substitute for sin, in 
the New Testament, our redeemer, God 
clothed in the flesh. The idea that the majestic 
being Who spoke the uncountable billions of 
galaxies into being and Who holds them 
together by the word of His power, would 
have to borrow wisdom from a race “dead in 
trespasses and sins” is most revealing.

There is no evolution in the Word of God.

Hospital visitation

Common sense courtesies
By Curtis Loftin, patient representative 

Donelson Hospital, Nashville 
Last in a series of three

The first article dealt with keeping your 
hospital visit brief. Before and during even a 
brief visit I feel certain courtesies to patient 
and hospital staff are important:

1. Always knock before entering the 
patient’s room. This can prevent embarrass
ment both to the pa
tient and the visitor. 
The patient may be in 
the middle of a bath, 
having a dressing 
changed, or the physi
cian may be performing 
an examination. If you 
knock and don’t 
receive an answer, the 
patient may be asleep, 
in the bathroom, gone
to x-ray, etc. Your al- Loftin
ternatives are to knock again as you cautiously 
enter calling the patient’s name; or, preferably, 
go to the nurses’ station and ask a nurse to ac
company you to the room to make sure the pa
tient is in and can receive a visitor.

2. During your visit, the physician may come 
in; a medicine nurse may enter to administer an 
injection; a lab technician may come to draw 
blood; or any number of hospital employees 
may come in to perform some service to or for 
the patient. It may not be necessary every time 
to leave the room, but offer to leave and if it 
isn’t necessary, the employee or staff member 
will advise you.

3. If you arrive at a patient’s room and the 
call-light above the door is on or blinking, do 
not enter the room. Instead, go to the nurses’ 
station, tell someone you are there to visit a 
certain patient but the light is on and you’d 
prefer the staff member to check to see if it is 
advisable or permissible to visit at the moment.

4. Let the patient lead in shaking hands. If a 
female is visiting a female, be careful about 
embracing. As you shake hands in greeting the 
patient, use a firm but gentle grip—do not 
pump! If the patient has had surgery you might 
suggest that shaking hands is not advisable.

5. Stand or sit in direct line of patient’s vision 
so he will not have to twist or strain to see you. 
This is especially true for patients who have 
had surgery or who are in casts or traction.

6. Do not adjust a patient’s bed nor his posi
tion in bed. Do not adjust traction, weights, 
casts, etc. To do so could jeopardize the pa
tient’s well-being. Example: Your friend has 
phlebitis (blood clot) in one leg and you arrive 
to find his head elevated and his feet and legs 
lowered. He may indicate to you he’s tired of 
being in that position and asks you to reposi
tion his bed. Suggest you’d rather not but offer 
to go to the desk and ask a nurse to handle the 
matter.

Rogers resumes schedule 
after February surgery

Adrian Rogers, president of the Southern 
Baptist Convention and pastor of Memphis’ 
Bellevue Baptist Church, has resumed a com
plete schedule of activities after undergoing 
surgery in a Memphis hospital Feb. 27.

The pastor’s secretary told Baptist and 
Reflector on April 7 that he is doing “great” 
physically and has been preaching since Sun
day, Mar. 23. He plans to attend a meeting of 
the trustees at Golden Gate Baptist 
Theological Seminary, Mill Valley, Calif., 
next week, she stated.

Rogers had been admitted to the hospital on 
Feb. 24 after experiencing severe pain. He 
underwent gall bladder surgery.

There is a perfect revelation of God’s attitude 
toward sin. There are crimes by which men 
forfeit certain rights, among them the right to 
live. When the governments of earth refuse to 
carry out God’s justice, then they themselves 
have become lawless. For further enlight- 
ment, watch the course of our own land.

Robert E. DeLozier
Rt. 1, Box 108
Lebanon, TN 37087

7. Never smoke in a patient’s room!
8. Try not to show shock at what you see. 

Surgery or illness can alter a person’s physical 
appearance. Tubes may be present going into 
and out of the chest, mouth, nose, throat, 
abdomen; there may be pumps in the room, or 
oxygen. There may be times when you would 
ask yourself, “Is this really the patient I came 
to see?”

9. Do not jostle, lean on or sit on the bed. For 
a patient in traction, in a cast, or recovering 
from surgery, even slight movement can be 
painful and nauseating.

10. If your friend cannot have visitors send a 
card or call his family to inquire. Be careful 
about sending or taking gifts of flowers, plants, 
cologne, after-shave, etc. Most of these items 
contain allergens and could be harmful to the 
patient. In wards or semi-private rooms con
sideration should be extended to the other pa
tient’s needs even if the intended recipient 
could have such gift items. Gifts of this nature 
are quite appropriate after the patient goes 
home. Many patients are on special or 
restricted diets; gifts of candy or fruit baskets 
should be given or sent only after approval of 
the patient’s nursing staff.

Personal 
perspective

A BY TOM MADDEN A 
Q TBC executive secretary Q

The thrust of this week’s message is a little 
different than usual. Mr. and Mrs. Buck 
Donaldson are Tennessee missionaries serv
ing the Baptist Mission of Kenya and are sta
tioned in Kisumu, Kenya. I received a letter 
from Buck the other 
day, with a copy of a 
letter from a Mr. 
Chitai (pronounced 
chee-tahy-ee). The let
ter was so unusual I 
would like to share it 
with you. I would like 
to reproduce the letter 
in its original form, 
but that is not possible. 
However, as nearly as
I can reproduce it, Madden 

here it is!
Dear Brother,

The Busia Baptist Church thirstly re
quire the face of Brother Donaldson on 
23/2/80 at secretary’s house at Kisumu 
Nambale Juchon Busia.

(a) We demand the HOUSE OF GOD 
at Busia by this 1980 without a delay!! 
And no OBJECTION whatsoever.

(b) We want to join brothers/sisters 
of Kisumu.

We want to know if you Brother 
Donaldson was told to keep the Word of 
God at Kisumu only!! Please give us 
the light that, we shoun’t wait—a Gods 
word from Kisumu but elsewhere.

No reply a part from your face!!
Yours Brother,

Chitai
In his letter to me, Buck tells me he did 

“face” the situation, and that it was an ex
citing visit. Further plans are being made to 
visit the congregation at Busia.

The thing that impressed me the most were 
these words, “We want to know if you Brother 
Donaldson was told to keep the Word of God at 
Kisumu only!! ”

I think if he were writing to us in Tennessee 
he would ask whether or not we Sad been told 
to keep the Word of God only in Tennessee. I 
know you would agree we have not, but that 
we want to share it throughout the world. I 
thought the letter coming right at the time of 
the special offering for home missions was 
providential. We need to share God’s word.
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Robison to continue case 
on FCC fairness doctrine

DALLAS (BP)—Evangelist James Robison 
continues to press his year-old case with the 
Federal Communications Commission over 
the FCC’s fairness doctrine and says he’s 
prepared to pursue it to the U.S. Supreme 
Court.

Robison told a press conference in Dallas 
that he received a letter March 3 from Arthur 
L. Ginsburg, chief of the FCC’s complaint and 
compliance division, saying it did not seem 
“appropriate” for the FCC to rule on its 
fairness doctrine which demands a broad
caster give equal time to opposing views. The 
letter also stated that television station 
WFAA had a right to cancel Robison’s Sunday 
morning television show Feb. 25, 1979.

WFAA, citing the fairness doctrine, can
celled Robison after he preached on homosex
uality as sin, quoting Biblical condemnation 
but also quoting from periodicals. The Dallas 
station gave a gay rights advocate equal time 
to respond to Robison’s charges. It was the 
only one of 90 stations that carry Robison to 
cancel him after that show.

The Robison program was restored in July, 
about the time he asked the FCC for a ruling 
on the matter and for a clarification of the 
fairness doctrine.

Robison said the Ginsburg letter was what 
his attorneys had told him to expect and that 
it was designed to see “if we were serious” 
about the complaint. But he was concerned 
that Ginsburg avoided the question. He has 
submitted an “application for review” asking 
the FCC to rule:

—WFAA’s exclusion of commentary on con
troversial issues is unreasonable and incon
sistent with the licensee obligation under the 
fairness doctrine and personal attack rules;

—That the decision to terminate the 
Robison show on grounds stated by the station

★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★ ♦ * * Citizen s Corner *
By Jerry M. Self

Public affairs and Christian life 
consultant

Self

Before you finish your income tax form, 
look at the boxes under your name and ad
dress on form 1040. Be sure to check “yes” for 
the Presidential Election Campaign Fund. 
This will not cost you additional taxes, but it 
will assign one dollar of what you owe to the 
election funds.

Major candidates 
for president who 
raise $5,000 in each of 
twenty states can 
receive matching 
funds for their cam
paigns in the pri
maries. The money to 
be matched must be 
from individuals in 
amounts of $250 or 
less.

After the party conventions have selected 
their choices to nominate for president, the 
candidates may choose to run a publicly- 
financed campaign. Carter and Ford both 
made such a choice in 1976. Therefore, they 
were prevented from receiving private con
tributions for their November election cam
paigns.

The point of all this can be seen in the fact 
that Carter and Ford used $21.8 million each 
in one dollar contributions. Four years 
earlier, Nixon had $60.2-million available to 
him. Twenty-million dollars came from 153 
sources. Later, nearly two dozen companies 
pleaded guilty to making illegal campaign 
donations.

By checking that box you join an effort to 
say the presidency of our nation is not for 
sale.

were unreasonable and inconsistent;
—That the discussion of homosexuality in 

the broadcast did not involve a discussion of a 
controversial issue of public importance;

—That if the station’s actions are ruled 
reasonable, then the fairness doctrine and 
personal attack rule have an unconstitutional, 
chilling effect on religious broadcasting in 
America.

Insisting he now is on good terms with 
WFAA, Robison nevertheless criticized 
media for limiting the right of people to hear 
issues presented forthrightly.

“There’s something dangerous about one 
station or three networks determining what 
the public hears,” he said. “I am convinced 
that there is a strongly humanist, socialist, 
potentially atheistic philosophy that does con
trol much of what the public hears. Never has 
sensual, suggestive, sexual liberty been so 
protective in expression. Attacks on the home 
and family and basic moral standards are 
protected.

“But you let a man speak out forthrightly 
and he doesn’t seem to have that same protec
tion. Rather he is under constant scrutiny and 
pressure that causes him to have to so guard 
his words that basically he may not say 
anything.”

The evangelist said he finds himself “on 
pins and needles” every time he says 
something forthrightly about a controversial 
issue because of the fairness doctrine cloud.

Robison insisted he was not pressing the 
issue just for himself, but for others who want 
to preach on moral issues and may not have 
his financial ability to pursue the legal action. 
The fight, he said, has already cost him from 
$125,000 to $150,000, and he denied his con
tinuing effort is an attempt to raise money.

NEW BAPTIST SITE—Missionary Clifford Staton Jr. surveys the site for relocation 
of Baptist Communications and Baptist Publications in Nairobi, Kenya. Baptist 
missionaries sold their present half-acre site to an industrial firm which will help 
the Baptises relocate on a 19 acre site.

Missionaries in Kenya trade 
half-acre plot for 19 acres

NAIROBI, Kenya (BP)—The Baptist 
mission of Kenya recently signed a con
tract selling their half-acre of industrial 
land in Nairobi and providing for purchase 
of a 19-acre plot on the city outskirts.

In addition to paying for part of the new 
Baptist land, the industrial plastics firm 
which bought the old site agreed to rebuild 
Baptist communications and Baptist 
publications buildings on the new plot and 
pay moving expenses. The trade not only 
gives the Baptists more land, free from 
problems of industrial noise and poor ac

NEW PRAYER ROOM—Rogers Smith (left) and R. Keith Parks (center), executive 
director of the Foreign Mission Board, visit the board's new prayer room with Tom 
Elliff, pastor of Eastwood Baptist Church, Tulsa, Okla. Elliff led a series of chapel 
services on intercessory prayer for the board's staff. Smith, recently named 
special assistant to the executive director, is responsible for maintaining a list of 
prayer requests in the room and encouraging employees to maintain a prayer 
vigil there.

Youth practice culminates 
in state music festival
After weeks of work, practice, and rehear

sals, young people from churches throughout 
the state will meet April 18-19 in Nashville for 
the Tennessee Baptist Youth Festival and All
state Band, according to Frank Charton, TBC 
music department director.

The junior and senior high youth will meet 
for rehearsal and practice Friday night at

cessibility, but also gives the plastics firm 
the room it needs to expand.

Besides the new communications and 
publications buildings, the mission 
(organization of Southern Baptist mis
sionaries) and the Baptist Convention of 
Kenya plan to build mission and conven
tion offices and some residences on the 
new property, said Laura Lee Stewart, 
Southern Baptist missionary press 
representative for Kenya. Construction is 
expected to begin soon.

Two Rivers Baptist Church and First Baptist 
Church in the host city. Climaxing the two- 
day event will be a concert and vocal perfor
mance at the Grand Ole Opry House on Satur
day morning at 10:30.

Special guest for the festival will be Ken 
Medema, singer, composer, and pianist from 
San Francisco, Calif. Medema will perform 
for band members and choir members on Fri
day night and will give a concert Saturday 
morning at the Opry House.

Charton explained that young people are 
selected as members of the state festival by 
participating in regional festivals as local 
church youth choirs. About 55 churches will 
be represented in the event. Band members 
are selected from individual auditions which 
were held in February. The band will consist 
of 85 young people representing approximate
ly 35 churches.

Don Neuen, professor of music and director 
of choral activities at the University of Ten
nessee at Knoxville, will work with the choir 
and serve as its director on Saturday. Neuen 
has served as assistant conductor and direc
tor of choral activities for the Atlanta Sym
phony Orchestra, was a member of the 
Robert Shaw Chorale, and was assistant con
ductor for the Knoxville Symphony Or
chestra.

Leading the all-state band will be Doug 
Smith, band director at Southern Baptist 
Theological Seminary, Louisville.

Smith is a former minister of music in three 
Tennessee churches and has led as a faculty 
member at Glorieta Baptist Assembly in New 
Mexico.

A frequent performer at Baptist gather
ings, Medema has been writing and singing 
his own songs since 1970 when he began com
posing original material for his work as a 
music therapist in a psychiatric hospital. 
Later, he stated, his writing became reflec
tive of his experience as a Christian and his 
understanding of the nature of Christian com
mitment. He has appeared throughout the 
United States, in Canada, and overseas.

Charton explained that the Saturday morn
ing concert will be open to the public with no 
admission charge. Special attractions for the 
Friday night sessions, in addition to Medema, 
will be the appearances of ‘Proclamation’ a 
singing group from Union University in 
Jackson, and the ‘Belmont College Chorale,’ 
Nashville.
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Long wait finally ends; 
tenants occupy Plaza

Story by Bobble Durham; photos by Charlie Warren

It was like viewing a gigantic, brightly 
wrapped package under the Christmas tree 
that could not be opened until Christmas Day. 
Thomas McIntyre was like a little boy waiting 
expectantly for the special day to arrive when 
he could open the package.

But just as time creeps by for a little boy 
anxious to tear into paper and pull at ribbons 
to unwrap a package, the clock also stalled 
for McIntyre as he waited apprehensively for 
over a year to gain his treasure: the day he 
would be able to move into Belmont Plaza, an 
eight-story retirement highrise in Nashville.

McIntyre’s day came on Tuesday, April 1, 
the first day the building was opened. On that 
day, he and three other senior adults began a 
new life at 1710 Magnolia Blvd., Nashville.

Before the big day came, however, McIn
tyre had spent a lot of time around his

FORMER VANDY RIGHT END—J. 
Holmes Anderson, right end for 
Vanderbilt University from 1908-1911, 
still drives to Commodore Club 
meetings.

I

‘Christmas package.’ “I was anxious to move 
over here, I had all my furniture delivered the 
first of December,” he told Baptist and 
Reflector. “Then, I would drive over nearly 
every day from west Nashville to see how 
things were progressing. I got so impatient I 
thought maybe a short vacation in Florida 
would help. But it didn’t, so I came back to 
Nashville early.”

On March 13, the Tennessee Baptist Con
vention Executive Board finalized plans to 
sell the financially-troubled facility to Bel
mont Plaza Inc.

When the Nashville native learned a few 
days later that he could move to the Plaza 
April 1, he was thrilled. “I was so happy,” he 
recalled. “I had been waiting over a year.”

The first official resident of the building, 
McIntyre will be honored appropriately when 
Belmont Plaza holds an open house sometime 
this month.

Bob Johnson, residence counselor, recalled 
that McIntyre frequented the building 
“almost every day” for several weeks. “We 
are so delighted he can be in his new home 
now.”

A deacon and former treasurer of 30 years 
at First Baptist Church in Nashville, McIn
tyre was joined by three other new residents 
at the first luncheon served in the building. 
They are J. Holmes Anderson, Mrs. T. Leigh 
Thompson, and Mrs. Katherine Colley. 
Others are moving in daily.

Brentwood native ‘De’ Thompson summed 
up her feelings about move-in day with a big 
smile and an “I think it will be wonderful 
staying here,” enthusiasm.

Like McIntyre, she had been waiting a year 
to move in. To a new home she called “a good 
place for me to spend the rest of my life,”- 
Mrs. Thompson brought her prized antique 
furniture, oil paintings, and family heirlooms 
and portraits. Her husband, who died in 1954, 
left her numerous books which she has 
already begun donating to the Plaza’s library 
and reading room. She has also shared two 
large drop-leaf dining tables which Johnson 
says will grace the lobby and banquet room.

Expressing her appreciation for the ser-

GREETINGS—Mrs. 
T. Leigh Thompson 
says hello to Mrs. 
Katherine Colley. 
Both new residents 
of Belmont Plaza, 
they met for the 
first time on open
ing day, April 1. 
Mrs. Colley (right 
photo) is delighted 
to be living within a 
few city blocks of 
her old home. The 
two women are 
among the first four 
people to move into 
the building.

■b

ENLISTING OTHER RESIDENTS—Thomas McIntyre (above) has been actively 
recruiting other people to move into Belmont Plaza. McIntyre, officially the first 
resident in the building, enlisted Mrs. T. Leigh Thompson (below). His favorite 
thing about his new home is the view from the balcony of his apartment.

I

.<5

vices provided in the building, Mrs. Thomp
son added, “I used to have to fix my own 
meals. That took all of my time and a lot of 
my money. I wanted to come here because I 
had gotten to where I could not get out and 
take care of myself completely.”

Anderson, who lived in a home on Jackson 
Blvd, in Nashville for 30 years, added, "I had 
to find a place to live where I could get 
something to eat on a regular basis.” The 
Plaza serves lunch and dinner every day to 
the residents. Living alone since his wife died 
last year, Anderson said he will appreciate 
friends, the nice apartments, good food, and a 
familiar neighborhood.

At 92 years of age, the former World War I 
veteran retains many memories of the middle 
Tennessee ‘neighborhood.’ From 1905 until 
1907, he was a student and football player at 
Battle Ground Academy in Franklin. Then, in 
1908, as a freshman, he was a starting right 
end for the Vanderbilt University Com
modore football team. Retaining ties with his 
alma mater, he still drives his car to every 
meeting of the Commodore Club. He is one of 
the oldest surviving team members, but still 
recalls that “back then you had to play 60 
minutes with no rest. We didn’t wear pads,

$

and we didn’t get paid for it!”
Mrs. Colley, too. is in familiar sur

roundings. A former student at Ward Belmont 
College, she raised her family just three 
blocks south of the Plaza. She expressed ap
preciation for the nursing care which will be 
provided part-time and the convenience of 
regular meals planned and prepared by a cer
tified dietician.

McIntyre’s love for the place is spilling over 
into the recruiting and advertising business.

“I’ve been giving all of my friends 
literature about living here,” he bragged. 
“One of the good things about Belmont Plaza 
is that we have the best view of Nashville 
anywhere. I’m going to get a lot of my friends 
up here,” he promised.

If McIntyre’s zest for life and plans for the 
future remain vibrant, every day at Belmont 
Plaza will be like Christmas Day for him. And 
if he has his way, every time a new tenant 
walks through the door of an apartment, 
McIntyre will be there to show them their own 
special ‘Christmas package’ with its own 
unique paper and ribbons.

Church assumes support 
of Filipino student work

MANILA, Philippines—University Baptist 
Church in Manila, Philippines, has taken over 
responsibility for Baptist student work at the 
student union building in Manila for a one 
year trial period.

The church, led by Pastor Henry Cabalang, 
is in charge of the staff, funding and 
maintenance of the student union facilities. 
Previously the organization of Southern Bap
tist missionaries in the Philippines has pro
vided a budget and workers, including a mis
sionary director.
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Bible Puzzle pulpit

ACROSS

1 Vessel
4 Newts
8 Esau (Gen. 36:8)

12 Girl’s name
13 A flood
14 Ear part
15 “and-------- the 

prison” (Mark 6)
18 Winter vehicle
19 Giri’s name
20 Judge’s seat: pl.
23 Comedian Johnson
25 Mountain: 

comb, form
26 Pintail
27 High note
30 “-------- questioning 

with them” (Mark 9)
33 Thing: Law
34 Beverages
35 Kidney, comb, form
36 “in the — of Ahaz” 

(2 Ki. 20:11)

37 Moses’ brother 
(Ex. 4)

38 One that skis
41 Emasculate
43 “-------- thy

children” (Matt. 23)
48 African town
49 Cry of Bacchanals
50 Literary collection
51 Two thousand 

pounds equals--
52 “pitched a — for it” 

(2 Chron. 1)
53 Denary

DOWN
1 Punch
2 Farewell
3 Cheer
4 Mount

(Deu. 11:29; poss.)
5 “do - as a leaf”

(Isa. 64)

CRYPTOVERSE

XKVNQO KCOK VIZIIJIZ FQ YVUJ OKI

XFVQI UY OKI RCT Today’s Cryptoverse clue: X equals C

EARL RUGEL 
WOODWORKING CO., INC. 

Church Furniture 
Jefferson City, TN 37760 

Phone (615) 475-3030

To change or correct 
your address

Attach in this space your address 
label found on the front page of your 
latest copy of the BAPTIST AND 
REFLECTOR. Please give your new 
address below—including your zip 
code. When changing address, please 
give two weeks notice. Please write, 
do not call address changes to insure 
accuracy.

All correspondence relating
to your subscription
should be accompanied by our address 
label. If you are receiving duplicate 
copies, please send both labels.

Address all requests to:

BAPTIST AND REFLECTOR
Post Office Box 347

Brentwood, Tennessee 37027

Address _______________________

Name _________________________
Please Print

State Zip Code

6 “and-------- it to 
her mother” (Mark 6)

7 “he was — at that 
saying” (Mark 10)

8 Strike out
9 Cupola

10 Ishmaelite
(1 Chron. 27:30)

11 Part of the writing 
on the wall (Dan. 5)

16 Maintain
17 Detester
20 “The — out of the 

wood” (Psa. 80)
21 English musician
22 Man’s nickname: 

poss.
24 Records: abbr.
26 “from — to the 

wilderness” (Isa. 16)
27 Peleg’s father

(Gen. 11:17)
28 Cotton gauze
29 “there is----- not 

unto death”
(1 John 5:17)

31 Haircloth
32 Turkish decree
36 River in Scotland
37 The “longer 

confession of sin” 
of the Jews

38 Vishnu’s bride: 
Hindu myth#

39 Indian contractor
40 Shakespearian 

villian
42 English university
44 Obtain
45 Squealer: slang
46 Direction: abbr.
47 Judge (Gen. 49:16)

Buffalo and Harpeth River 
Canoeing Trips!
TIP-A-CANOE STORES, INC.

Rt. 2, Box 114 
Kingston Springs, TN 37082 

(615)254-0836

WORLD'S LARGEST MANUFACTURER

A/C 214 657-6524 Box 210 Henderson, Texas 75652

COUPLES NEEDED
to serve as group care workers caring for 
boys and girls in a live in situation at our 
campus.

Tennessee Baptist 
Children's Home

Box 519
Franklin, Tanna»aa 37064

Phono 615-794-6648

WANTED: Names of former 
members (prior to 1930), former 
pastors, documents, historical 
facts, and other memorabilia of 
First Baptist Church, Liberty, S.C. 
Items and information furnished 
will be used in connection with the 
200th anniversary celebration of 
church's founding in 1780. All items 
submitted will be returned. Ad
dress: Church Historian, First Bap
tist Church, Liberty, S.C. 29657.

By Jim Griffith
One of the perplexities of this puzzling day is why so many genuine Christians feel the 

need of expressing their commitment in artificial ways such as bumper stickers, T-shirts, 
and Jerusalem jewelry.

At the outset, let me say that personally, I am not much of a “bumper sticker’’ Chris
tian.

Of all those I’ve seen, the one I like is: “Tithe if you love Jesus — anybody can blow his 
horn.” ■:

Then, there are the so-called “Christian T-shirts” with various inscriptions. I do have a 
T-shirt with a hole in it - which may or may not qualify as “holy.”

Seriously, Christians do not need all of these extras to let people know they belong to the 
Lord.

You don’t have to advertise a good product. The best advertisement for Christianity is a 
Christian.

Printing clarification made 
for children's Bible drill

The Tennessee Baptist Children’s Bible 
Drill, scheduled to be held throughout the 
state from now to June 27, will contain a com
pletion drill as part of the total drill, ac
cording to Helen Kennedy, church training 
director of children’s work.

The pamphlet for the drills, does not bold 
face the portion of the completion drill Scrip
tures which the caller will give. Under the 
drill, the leader quotes the first part of a 
verse, and the participant completes the 
verse and gives the reference steps forward.

The completion verses and the portion 
which the caller will give are as follows:

Genesis 1:31—And God saw every thing...
Exodus 20:12—Honour thy father and thy 

mother:...
Psalm 46:1—God is our refuge...
Psalm 56:3—What time I am afraid...
Psalm 119:11—Thy word have I hid...
Psalm 122:1—1 was glad when they said...
Proverbs 22:1—A good name is rather to be 

chosen...
Malachi 3:10—Bring ye all the tithes...
Matthew 5:16—Let your light so shine...
Matthew 24:35—Heaven and earth shall

pass...
Luke 2:52—And Jesus increased...
Luke 19:10—For the Son of man...
John 13:35—By this shall all men know...
I Corinthians 3:16—Know ye not that ye 

are...
Ephesians 2:8—For by grace are ye 

saved...
Philippians 4:13—1 can do all things...
I Timothy 4:12—Let no man despise...
James 1:22—But be ye doers of the word...
I John 1:9—If we confess our sins...
I John 4:19—We love Him...
Deuteronomy 6:18—And thou shalt do 

that...
Psalm 19:1—The heavens declare the

Foundation

Where is your heart?
By Jonas L. Stewart

Executive Secretary-Treasurer
The Bible says “Where your treasure is 

there will your heart be.” Where does this 
place your heart? We are further admonished 
“lay up for yourselves treasures in heaven” 
(Matthew 6:20-21).

It seems according to the Scripture that the 
disposition of one’s treasure indicates the 
final outcome of his Christian testimony. 
Should your witness for Christ die at the 
grave or should your earthly treasure keep it 
alive? It is so sad and final for one to leave the 
estate built by his labor and sacrifice and 
have it disappear completely.

How can one lay up treasures in heaven? 
Your Tennessee Baptist Foundation has part 
of the answer. Wise men of other years saw 
the need. They established the Foundation as 
a Christian trust agency to which an estate, 
large or small, can be left to serve the Lord 
for all time to come. He can give it while liv
ing on earth, or after he has gone to heaven by 
leaving directions in a will.

Write or call our office for information 
about how we can help in preparation of a 
Christian will or in establishing a living trust 
fund: Tennessee Baptist Foundation, P.O. 
Box 347, Brentwood, Tenn.

glory...
Proverbs 18:24—A man that hath friends...
Isaiah 6:8—Also I heard the voice...
Acts 4:12—Neither is there salvation in any 

other...
Other drills which will complete the State 

Bible Drill for children include the quotation 
drill, book drill, and key passage drill. Each 
participant in the state drill will receive 
recognition according to the number of cor
rect answers.

Devotional

The value of man
By Woody Parker

Our world is one of exploitation. Envy, 
selfishness, and hostility are a few of the 
many emotions which lead a man to rise 
against his brother, and nation to rise against 
nation.

During the 18th century, philosopher Im
manuel Kant stated, 
“Treat no man as a 
means, but always as 
an end.” That is an in
teresting principle, 
which has been gross
ly violated throughout 
history. The Pharoaoh 
of Moses’ day had 
babies murdered to 
satisfy his emotions of 
fear and insecurity. 
King David had an 
affair with Bathsheba, certainly not for the 
good of Israel, but rather to satisfy his selfish 
desires. The Pharisees of Jesus’ day insisted 
that man was “for the law,” and constantly 
denounced Jesus for Sabbath violations. 
Jesus replied, “The Sabbath was made for 
man, and not man for the Sabbath” (Mark 
2:27, NASB).

Still today men exploit each other. Some 
sell their products at an unfair value in order 
to make extra profit, which causes hardship 
on the recipient. In our churches we are 
sometimes guilty of playing the “numbers 
game,” not out of a genuine compassion for 
people, but rather for the satisfaction of our 
egos. The divorce rate continues to climb 
partly because young adults have grown up in 
a world of “doing your own thing.” Genuine 
love is giving. Much “love” today is selfish.

Man continues to exploit man. The pro
blem: we are all guilty to some degree. 
Enough negativism! What can we do about 
the problem?

Jesus said, “You shall love the Lord your 
God with all your heart, with all your soul, 
and with all your mind. ...You shall love your 
neighbor as yourself” (Matthew 22:37-39, 
NASB). Through the grace of God these prin
ciples can change the world. Practice must 
begin with you and me!

Accept the value of man (including 
ourselves). God made us in His image. Jesus 
died for all men. Therefore, we should value 
people rather than exploit them. There are 
posters which read, “I am Somebody...God 
Doesn’t Make Junk!” How true!

Parker is minister of education and ac
tivities at Lincoya Hills Baptist Church. 
Nashville. TN.
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Seminary lawsuit 
ruling appealed

FORT WORTH, Tex.—Southwestern Bap
tist Theological Seminary has been notified 
that the Equal Employment Opportunity 
Commission has appealed a January decision 
in a two-year-old lawsuit.

The appeal was filed with the 5th Circuit 
Court of. Appeals in New Orleans, according 
to Jenkins Garrett of Fort Worth, attorney for 
the seminary.

District Judge Eldon Mahon of Fort Worth 
ruled Jan. 25 that EEOC did not have jurisdic
tion over the seminary, thereby denying 
EEOC the right to seek employee records at 
the Southern Baptist institution.

By agreement, the outcome of the suit filed 
in May, 1977, against Southwestern will 
govern the claim of jurisdiction by EEOC 
over the other Southern Baptist seminaries.

EEOC had contended that the seminary is 
required to follow federal guidelines because 
it is an institution of higher learning employ
ing more than 15 persons.

In a letter to presidents of the six Southern 
Baptist seminaries, Garrett said he was 
“disappointed, but not surprised” that EEOC 
made the decision to appeal.

In his letter Garrett explained that EEOC, 
in its brief filed with the district court, took 
the position that it has jurisdiction of the 
church itself with the sole exception that the 
church can require its employees to be of like 
faith.

“In view of this broad claim of authority, it 
is not surprising that EEOC would claim 
jurisdiction over the seminaries, even though 
they constitute an integrated function of the 
Southern Baptist Convention and its churches 
in the training of its ministers,” Garrett said.

A spokesman in Garrett’s firm said no date 
had been set for hearing the appeal. A record 
of the Fort Worth trial will be sent to the ap
peals court and both EEOC and the seminary 
will file briefs stating their positions in the 
suit. After these are filed, the appeals court 
will determine if it is to hear oral arguments 
or make a decision based on the written briefs 
and trial transcrint.

Missionaries to address 
Baptist businesswomen

NASHVILLE—Presentations by four 
Southern Baptist missionaries and a language 
missions consultant will highlight the 32nd an
nual session of the Federation of Baptist 
Business Women of Tennessee, April 19-20, at 
Nashville’s Airport Hilton Inn.

Missionaries addressing the women include 
Mr. and Mrs. Albert H. Dyson of Nigeria and 
Mr. and Mrs. Randall Bradley of the Philip
pines.

Peter Kung, language consultant at the 
Southern Baptist Sunday School Board, 
Nashville, will deliver the closing address.

About 150 business and professional Baptist 
women are expected to register for the event, 
starting on April 19 at 9 a.m., according to 
Mrs. Marye Jennings of Forest Hill, program 
vice president.

Mrs. Martha LuBeck of Nashville is presi
dent of the federation.

Missionaries to speak 
to east state pastors

Mr. and Mrs. David Dorr, mis
sionaries to Yemen and Israel, will ad
dress pastors attending the April 10 
meeting of the East Tennessee Baptist 
Pastors’ Conference in Knoxville. The 
meeting will begin at 9:59 a.m. at East 
Tennessee Baptist Hospital.

The pastors will also hear discussion 
and a study on clergy/lay hostility. 
Members of a panel leading the discus
sion will be: Howard Cockrum, 
layman; Bill Justice, chaplain at 
ETBH; Jack Prince, pastor, West Hills 
Baptist Church, Knoxville; and Warren 
Weirman, layman, Jefferson City.

A brief message will be brought by 
Clay Frazier, pastor of Oak Grove Bap
tist Church, Mt. Carmel.

Hanigan to highlight 
forum at Belmont

Chorale program 
slated for viewing

Knoxville area residents will have the op
portunity to view and hear the Tennessee 
Baptist Chorale in a special video-taped 
television program April 13.

The chorale, composed of Baptist ministers 
of music from throughout Tennessee, taped 
the program in Nashville earlier this year. It 
will be shown over WATE-TV at 4 p.m. Louis 
Ball, chairman of the Carson-Newman Col
lege music department, directed the pro
gram.

In addition to choral selections, the pro
gram will feature Everett Robertson, Baptist 
Sunday School Board church recreation 
department, reciting a dramatic monologue 
as the Apostle Paul. A handbell choir is also 
included.

Video tapes of the program are available 
for use by churches or associations, Ball said.

ENCOURAGE FAMILY DEVOTIONS 
AND BIBLE STUDY

Through a "Family Equipping Night" Film by 
Dr. Howard Hendricks, author of "Heaven 
Help the Home." Presents the need for 
Family Devotions, also serves as an in
troduction to an equipping tool for Young 
Families. No cost to the church.

Call or Wrlto

SHARE, INC.
2400 Cabin Hill Dr. 
Nashville, TN 37204 
Phone 615-089-0610

HOLY LAND TOUR
Join Donald E. Wildmon on his 14th tour 
of the Holy Land including Switzerland 
and Germany. 11 days. Departs Oct. 13. 
Write for free brochure. Five Star Tours, 
Box 1398, Tupelo, Miss. 38801.

Chartered Bus 
BAPTIST WORLD ALLIANCE 

TORONTO, CANADA 
July 3-July 14

via Washington, N.Y., Providence, 
R.I., Boston, Albany, N.Y., Niagara 
Falls, Detroit, Lima, Ohio. Price for 
bus and lodging $498. 

For moro Information
write Gene Roberts
Rf. 5, Seymour, TN 37865 

or call 615/573-5632

BUILD 
BUILD 
BUILD

NASHVILLE—John L. Hanigan, chairman, 
president and chief executive officer of 
Nashville’s Geneseo, Inc., will be the visiting 
“executive in residence” for this semester’s 
final session of the William B. Cockroft 
Forum for Free Enterprise at Belmont Col
lege here.

He will address the 
college community 
during a general con
vocation, April 14 at 10 
a.m. The convocation 
will be open to the 
public. Following the 
convocation program, 
Hanigan will lead a 
question and answer 
seminar in Harton 
Concert Hall. On April 
10, he will speak to about 
a banquet.

Hanigan was president and chairman of the 
board of the Brunswick Corporation before 
retiring in 1976. During his career, he served 
as director of seven corporations. He is a 
graduate of Stevens Institute of Technology, 
Hoboken, N.J., and the Harvard University 
Business School, Cambridge, Mass.

The William B. Cockroft Forum for Free 
Enterprise is funded by a grant from William 
B. Cockroft, chairman of United Inns Cor
poration, Memphis. The forum is designed to 
provide students practical information about 
the business and corporate world.

Kingsport area man joins 
Sunday School Board staff

NASHVILLE—Bucky Rosenbaum has been 
employed by the Southern Baptist Sunday 
School Board as a buyer in the procurement 
department.

Rosenbaum, a graduate of Carson-Newman 
College, Jefferson City, is a ten-year resident 
of the Kingsport area. He has worked for 
Thomas Nelson Publishers of Nashville and 
for the Arcata Book Group in Kingsport. He is 
a member of the executive committee of the 
Carson-Newman College Alumni Association 
and a member of the advisory board of the 
Board of Trustees at Carson-Newman.

This complete church, and 
others built and furnished 
on your lot. average price 
$28/sq ft Designs for 
seating 130 to 1600

Includes Masonry and wood construction, 
social area, offices, classrooms, nursery choir, 
robe rooms, baptistry, steeple carpet and 
Sanctuary with padded pews

FAMILY ACTIVITY CENTER 
Steel or masonry construction 

from $20 00/sq h 
CHRISTIAN SCHOOL DESIGNS 

4 classrooms and larger

Write or call lor 
FREE 

information or 
brochure 

(803) 268-7297 
(803) 268-7090 

|4oRTHWAY 
CONTRACTORS, 

Ik 1/^ P.O. Box 591 
IrMkz. Taylors. SC 29687

Over 100 buildings constructed in Southeast

LOVE

Luther Joe Thompson

Love is Alive is an Inspiring 
devotional treatment of the 
famous love chapter—1 Corin
thians 13.

Luther Joe Thompson, pas
tor of the historic First Baptist 
Church, Richmond, writes 
about God’s love as an indis
pensable ingredient in the 
Christian’s life, the character
istics of love and what it does, 
and love’s uniqueness and 
permanence—the real mean
ing of love from the greatest 
love letter of all.

3255

At your Baptist Book Store

EBROADMAN

£ t T 3 w w t TJLuh t-T 3. ww C T ?

Belmont Plaza Associates 
cordially invites you to attend 
an Open House and Reception 

Announcing the Opening of
Belmont Plaza

Sunday, April 13, 1980 
from two o’clock to five o’clock 

1710 Magnolia Boulevard 
adjacent to Belmont College
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BIBLE BOOK SERIES
Lesson for April 13

UNIFORM SERIES
Lesson for April 13

Altar offerings
By Jerry Foust, pastor 

Mt. Tirzah Baptist Church, Newbern

Living as God's people
By William L. Blevins, professor of religion 

Carson-Newman College, Jefferson City
Basic Passage: Leviticus 1:1 to 10:20
Focal Passage: Leviticus 1:3-4,9; 3:1-5; 4:2-3, 13-15; 10:8-11

Today’s lesson and the two that follow it, 
deal with the general theme “laws for a holy na
tion.” A meticulous reading of Leviticus will 
tell us of the seriousness with which God’s 
people took their relationship with Him. Five 
sacrifices were observed in order for Israel 
to be right with God or 
to have a deeper rela
tionship with Him.

The book of 
Leviticus deals mainly 
with the Levitical 
priests and their 
duties. The title is 
misleading, for Moses 
addressed the material 
to “the children of 
Israel” in 1:2 and 4:2, 
although the look is
Levitical in that it is concerned with priestly 
details. Roy Honeycutt has suggested 
Leviticus may be “a manual for priests, and 
much more because it also focuses on the wor
shiper.” Because it contains almost entirely 
laws and regulations, it is skipped by the 
average reader today. Many pastors have never 
preached from it.

The theme of Leviticus is the “holiness of 
God” and the ways His people were to worship 
and live to maintain their relationship with “the 
Holy God of Israel.” People and objects are not 
“holy” in themselves, but we are holy because 
of our relationship with a "Holy God.”

Leviticus deals with how the Lord may be 
present with His people in the plains beneath 
Mount Sinai. “The Lord said” is found 36 times 
in 27 chapters. Thirty-one of these refers to 
God speaking to Moses. Chapter 16, which 
deals with the Day of Atonement, is probably 
the most important chapter because it gives us 
the background for understanding Jesus’ life 
and death.

The burnt offering, 1:1-17
The burnt offering was strictly voluntary, and 

as 1:2,3,10,14, tells us, it was always an 
unblemished fowl or male animal from a herd. 
Only the best was pleasing to God. The word 
“offering” in Hebrew means “to draw near.” It 
expresses a desire to draw near to God through 
giving a sacrifice.

The purpose of this offering was to enable 
the worshiper to have a deeper fellowship with 
God. The worshiper was not asking pardon for 
some particular sin he had committed, though 
atonement was a requirement for any person 
who came into God’s presence.

None of the animal used for the burnt offer
ing was eaten by anyone because the total 
animal was burned. (1:9) Perhaps this offering 
is listed first to teach that complete commit
ment and total dedication are necessary for 
true worship.

In 1:4 we are told the worshiper put his 
hands on the head of the animal being killed. 
Although the meaning is not explained here, it 
is clearly stated in 16:21 that on the Day of 
Atonement the purpose of this action was to 
transfer the sins of Israel onto the goat, which

then carried them away into the wilderness. 
Therefore, the act of the worshiper placing his 
hands on the head of the sacrificial animal in
dicated the worshiper desired atonement for 
himself. It also symbolized the transference of 
the worshiper’s life to the life of the victim. The 
individual was expressing his faith that God 
would accept him through this medium of wor
ship.

The meat offering, 2:1-16
The second offering in Leviticus is the meat 

(KJV), or cereal (RSV), or grain (TEV). This offer
ing served as a “pleasing odor” to the Lord, 
(w.2,9,12) and had no other purpose listed in 
Leviticus.

The peace offering, 3:1-17
The third offering is the peace or fellowship 

offering, which came from any one of three 
domestic animals, male or female, but with no 
blemishes. There were at least two differences 
in the peace and burnt offering.' The burnt of
fering was always male, while the peace offer
ing could be male or female. All of the burnt of
fering was burned, while the peace offering 
was divided three ways. Part was given to God, 
part to the priest, and part to the worshiper. 
The Lord’s part of the sacrifice was the internal 
fat (3:3-5), the kidneys, and the lobe or flap of 
the liver. This teaches us that God wants the 
best of us. He wants the inmost part of people 
in true worship. The part that was given to the 
worshiper provided a meal for himself, his fami
ly, and other invited guests. Thus, the peace of
fering was an occasion for thanksgiving and re
joicing as it expressed a joyful nature of true 
religion.

The Hebrew word for peace, “shalom,” in
dicates the nature and purpose of this offering. 
When an Israelite wanted to experience com
plete peace with God or to enter into a personal 
experience of fellowship with God, he used the 
peace offering.
The sin (4:1-5:13) and trespass (5:14-6:7) offerings

The sin and trespass offerings were closely 
related. The German scholar Rendtorff sug
gests that the sin offering was a special con
secration and purification sacrifice for the 
sanctuary, while the guilt offering was to 
secure atonement for sins committed by an 
individual.

Unlike the voluntary burnt offering the sin 
offering was required. The worshiper brought 
the offering to mend a break that had come 
because of sin. There were four groups of peo
ple that offered this sacrifice: the high priest 
(4:1-12), the whole community (4:13-21), a 
ruler (4:22-26), and a common person. The 
sacrifice could be male or female with the 
priest offering a young bull, or a more expen
sive gift. The fact that the priests had to offer 
a more expensive sacrifice than the others 
teaches that the greater the rank in the na
tion, the greater the responsibility.

Lessons and applications
Leviticus teaches us sacrifice and atone

ment details which set the background for 
understanding Jesus’ life and death. The Bi
ble says “the blood of Jesus His Son cleanses 
us from all sin” (I John 1:7). Different types 
of sacrifices are no longer needed for dif
ferent kinds of sin. All sin is atoned by Jesus. 
He fulfills the Old Testament demand for 
sacrifice as the way of atonement and 
forgiveness by God.

In the burnt offering sacrifice, the entire 
animal was eaten. The worshiper kept back 
nothing for himself. This symbolizes the com
plete self-giving of the worshiper. This 
teaches us the cost of obedience. It should 
shame those who are willing to give so little to 
the Lord’s work.

The sin offering teaches us that cleansing 
from sin is essential for worship of God. We 
cannot worship with unconfessed sins in our 
lives. The problem with many of us today is 
that we can easily see sin in the lives of 
others, but we fail to see it in our own lives.

Basic Passages: I Peter 1:3-9; 2; 4:1-3
Focal Passages: I Peter 2:9-16; 4:1-3

Sometimes life is a circus poster. It is brim
ming with promises of happiness, laughter, 
and joy. It is bursting with color, excitement, 
and magic.

But there are also times when life is 
everything but a circus poster. There are 
those inevitable down 
hours when marriages 
fail and friendships 
dissolve and loved 
ones die and busi
nesses flop and 
dreams evaporate and 
health disappears and 
hopes vanish into thin 
air.

If you are ac
quainted with the
down hours, perhaps Blevins
you will be enriched by the lessons for the 
next seven weeks. These lessons are based 
upon words that were addressed to first cen
tury Christians who had run up against hard 
times. The lessons will enable you to under
stand how those Christians struggled. They 
will also point you in the direction where you 
can find help when the bottom falls out.

On knowing who you are
I Peter was addressed to Christians who 

were being persecuted for their faith. 
Scholars disagree about the nature of the 
persecution. Some think it was a formal 
persecution orchestrated by the Roman 
government while others view it merely as 
local antagonism. In any event, however, the 
Christians were hurting. They were under 
considerable pressure to renounce their faith. 
This is why Peter described their trials as 
“fiery” in nature (I Peter 1:6-7; 4:12).

Allen to address
Israel lawmakers

JERUSALEM, Israel (BP)—Jimmy R. 
Allen, president of the Southern Baptist Radio 
and Television Commission, has been invited 
to speak to Israeli lawmakers to discuss a 
proposed law regarding human rights.

Allen will appear before the Israeli 
parliaments’ Constitution Law and Justice 
Committee during hearings May 19 and 21 on 
“freedom of religion,” one of the subjects in
cluded in the proposed legislation.

In extending the invitation, Committee 
Chairman David Glass said he knew Allen 
and Baptist congregations had a “keen in
terest” in the subject. Glass said he believed 
Allen’s participation in the discussions 
“would contribute to a better understanding 
of the various views regarding this important 
and delicate subject.”

Allen had visited Israel in December 1978, 
as president of the Southern Baptist Conven
tion, to discuss with government leaders a 
controversial Israeli law that makes it illegal 
to offer or receive material inducements or 
other benefits to change religions. Baptists 
and other Christian leaders in the United 
States and Israel strongly oppose the law, 
fearing it may be interpreted to rule out the 
right of evangelical Christians to witness for 
their faith.

Couples conference slated 
for Memorial Day weekend

RIDGECREST, N.C.-“Marriage in the 
’80s” will be the theme for the fourth annual 
married young adult couples retreat at 
Ridgecrest Baptist Conference Center, May 
23-26.

Alton McEachern, pastor of First Baptist 
Church, Greensboro, N.C., will be the keynote 
speaker. The retreat will include conferences 
on coping with conflict, parenting, decision
making and personal spiritual growth.

The recipients of this letter could respond to 
the religious persecution in only two ways. 
They could deny their faith and escape 
persecution, or they could affirm their loyalty 
to Jesus and endure persecution. They could 
“cop out” on their responsibilities or “cope 
with” their difficulties. I Peter was intended 
to inspire them to do the latter.

How does one cope with religious persecu
tion? This letter offered Christians several 
options. Yet Peter believed the most basic 
way of coping was to have a firm sense of 
identity. The Christians were reminded of 
who they were (I Peter 2:9-10). The phrases 
“chosen generation,” “royal priesthood,” 
“holy nation,” and “special people” are all 
Old Testament descriptions of Israel. In this 
particular text, they underscore the truth that 
Christians are now God’s people. Like ancient 
Israel, those who were without mercy have 
now obtained mercy (I Peter 2:10). Christians 
are the persons God has chosen to do his work 
in an alien environment (I Peter 2:9). 
Whatever difficulties the Christians were fac
ing, Peter believed they could cope better if 
they kept in mind who they really were.

On knowing how to behave
Peter believed the early Christians also 

needed to know how to behave in the face of 
trials. Those Christians were being accused of 
various crimes and indiscretions. They were 
suffering psychological abuse and physical 
violence. How were they to respond? Should 
they counter force with force? Should they 
buckle under to the demands of the govern
ment? Should they run away from the an
tagonistic forces breathing down their necks? 
Should they renounce their faith and forget it? 
Peter- encouraged them to respond to the 
persecution in three different ways.

The Biblical text first admonished the 
Christians to counter the persecution by 
maintaining moral integrity in their personal 
lives (I Peter 2:11-12). The word translated 
“conversation” is the word for “total 
behavior” (I Peter 2:12). The lifestyle of 
those first century Christians was to reflect 
God’s character. They were to live so that 
their behavior would silence any who falsely 
accused them of doing evil.

The troubled Christians who first read this 
letter also were counseled to obey the laws of 
the land (I Peter 3:13-16). They were not per
mitted to let the injustices toward them be an 
occasion of retaliation or revolution (I Peter 
2:16). Violence seldom solves the problem of 
violence. The Christians were thus admon
ished to obey government officials and to 
work within the prevailing legal structures (I 
Peter 2:13-15).

Finally, the Christians were told to follow 
Jesus’ example in responding to religious 
persecution (I Peter 4:1-3). They were not the 
only persons who ever suffered for doing what 
was right. Jesus perfectly kept God’s will, yet 
He had to endure the cross. He could have 
escaped that tragedy by running out on God 
or by fighting back. But He did neither. Jesus 
consistently did what was right, regardless of 
the consequences. And now Peter called upon 
his readers to do the same (see I Peter 
3:20-25). In the face of trial, one should not re
nounce his faith or fight back. One should con
tinue to behave according to God’s will and 
accept the consequences.

On getting the message
The message of I Peter still has some punch 

for Christians who live in the twentieth cen
tury. It has something to say about how we 
should live in a hostile world. It offers us 
guidance in finding our way through an alien 
environment. As Christians, we can learn to 
cope with our trials and in the process bear 
witness to God’s grace in our world. But we 
can do that only when we know who we are 
and how God wants us to behave.
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Biblical basis of marriage
By Robert C. Burch, pastor 

Calvary Baptist Church, Knoxville 
Basic Passages: Genesis 2:18-25; Ephesians 5:21-25 
Focal Passages: Genesis 2:18-25; Ephesians 5:21-25

As tfee pastor of a church with college 
students and singles who are vitally in
terested in God’s plan for their lives, I want to 
look at Genesis from the view of establishing 
a Christian marriage. There are principles in 
Genesis, applicable for today, that form the
Biblical basis of mar
riage. We believe God 
has a plan for every 
person. This portion of 
Scripture teaches us 
that:

I. THIS PLAN OF 
GOD INCLUDED A 
MATE (Gen. 2:18) 
When God created the 
world, everything He 
made was good except 
one thing, “it was not 
good that the man should 
reveals the fact of God’s:

This
Burch 

be alone.

A. Concern for the man - If God saw
paradise as not complete until man had a 
mate, how much more is this true since man 
lives outside of paradise. The idea of a mate 
originated with God. God saw a need in man. 
God’s nature is to “supply every need of 
yours.” (Phil. 4:19)

B. Companion for the man - Since it was not 
good for the man to be alone, God undertook 
to “make him a helper fit for him.” God knew 
companionship was necessary for man to be 
happy. The advantages of marriage were: 
(Ecc. 4:9-12).

1. Reward - “they have a good reward for 
their toil”

2. Assistance - “if they fall, one will lift up 
his fellow”

a. Comfort - “if two lie together they are 
warm”

4. Protection - “although a man might 
prevail against one who is alone, two will 
withstand him”

5. Strength - “a threefold (God, man, and 
woman) cord is not quickly broken”

Secondly, the story of Adam and Eve’s 
union involved:

II. THIS PROCEDURE OF GOD IN
VOLVES A METHOD (Gen. 2:19-24) The way 
God worked then, is an indication of how He 
works today. There was:

A. A craving that was normal - Before he 
found Eve, he had a need for Eve. He had a 
longing - no occupation, activity or interest 
could take away a growing loneliness. Then 
he did some looking - he looked through all the 
animals, and found none fit for a companion.

B. A cooperation that was necessary - It is 
obvious that Adam was cooperating with God 
in his search. Adam did not afflict himself 
with care, but lies down and sleeps sweetly as 
he trusts his need to God. The Bible says, 
“commit your way to the Lord; trust in Him 
and He will act.” (Ps. 37:5)

C. A creation that was nice - The last of 
God’s creations was His finest. If man is the 
head of God’s creation, woman is the crown. 
She was not an angel, but a mate - like him.

She was made not from his head to rule over 
him, or from his feet to serve him, but from 
his side, near his heart, and under his arms. 
God brought her into his life, so we can trust 
God to bring the right person into our lives.

D. A commencement that was noble - What 
God had made and presented had to be re
ceived by Adam. He whole-heartedly ac
cepted her. He said, “this at last, is bone of 
my bones and flesh of my flesh.” The long 
search was over! The marriage began. Verse 
24 illustrates the primary purpose of mar
riage -union “one flesh.” The verse explains a 
necessary step for beginning the new relation
ship - leaving his father and his mother. It 
describes the goal of marriage which is to 
cleave (cling) to his wife.

III. THIS PICTURE OF GOD IL
LUSTRATES A MYSTERY (Eph. 5:21-25) 
The most intimate of relationships is that of 
marriage. It is noble and it is personal. Each 
sex is given a role and different respon
sibilities, because each sex has different 
strengths and weaknesses. In fulfilling each 
role, each sex can find fulfillment as God has 
planned. To ignore these commands is to run 
a marriage aground. In few other areas of life 
is it possible to see the true relationship of 
Christ and His Church, than in marriage. A 
man and woman totally committed to the 
welfare of each other is a picture of our rela
tionship with Christ. The relationship of 
Christ and His Church is a guide and standard 
for a husband and wife. This pictures Christ 
(the husband) sacrificing Himself for the 
needs and well being of His Church (the wife). 
In turn, we see the picture of the Church (the 
wife) identifying her life with that of Christ 
(the husband) and following His leadership in 
submission. A two headed body is an abnor
mality.

When there is a lack of love from the hus
band, it is very difficult for a womad to be 
submissive. Therefore as the one whom He 
places in authority, God holds the husband 
responsible for the relationship - just as 
Christ assumes responsibility for us. On the 
other hand, if a wife is not submissive to her 
husband, then his ability to provide and pro
tect her is limited. So it is with our relation
ship to the Lord when we are not submissive 
to Him.

Southwestern plans 
pastors' conference

FORT WORTH, Tex.—The 24th annual 
pastors’ conference hosted by Southwestern 
Baptist Theological Seminary here has been 
set for June 23-27.

The conference, sponsored by the 
seminary’s continuing education division, 
will feature activities for the entire family.

Special emphasis of the conference will be a 
study of the book of Philippians, the 1981 
Southern Baptist January Bible study.

Bruce Corley, assistant professor of New 
Testament at Southwestern, will lead an ex- 
egetical study of Philippians. Jesse J. North
cutt, professor of preaching, will lead 
workshops on preaching from Philippians.
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LX time making tents.
The Apostle Paul was a tentmaker by 
trade and taught others the impor
tance of doing their share of the day’s 
work. Paul also studied the scriptures, 
prayed, and witnessed. He didn’t 
spend all his time making tents.
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A BOOK ABOUT PEOPLE

Rosalyn Rlkel Ramage auth
ors this book of rhymes and 
poetry to capture the feelings, 
attitudes, and relationships 
which children experience in 
everyday life, both within them
selves and in contact with other 
people.

$4.95

HOW TO CHOOSE AND 
USE CHILD CARE
Jean Kirk Reynolds compiles 
a sourcebook of supplemen
tary child care based on the in
formation of four experts con
cerning Values. Private Day 
Care. Public Day Care, and 
Family Relationships and the 
Preschooler.

paper, $2.50

At your Baptist Book Store from

EBROADMAN
CREATIVE DISCIPLINE 
FOR YOUNG CHILDREN
Barbara Halbert writes a
guidebook for disciplining 
children. She includes chapters 
on understanding the develop
mental process, the nature and 
cause of behavior, factors that 
affect behavioral change, and 
much more.

paper, $6.95

PUPPET SCRIPTS FOR USE 
AT CHURCH, NO. 2
Everett Robertson compiles a 
collection of 83 puppet scripts 
categorized as Promotion. Bible 
Study, Seasonal, General, and 
Fun and Fellowship. Available 
with three, 6O-minute cassette 
tapes. An exciting communica
tion tool with all ages.

paper, $4.95 
3 cassettes, $19.95
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Jean K<rt ReynokH 
Ccmp'irr CortHbutor

Puppet 
Scripts 

for Use at 
Church
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Prayers in Michigan aid 
missionary in Malaysia

SABAH, Malaysia (BP)—For years, Chuck 
Morris, Southern Baptist missionary to 
Malaysia, has known that prayer support was 
a vital part of a successful ministry. Now he 
has proof.

On Jan. 13, about 100 members of First Bap
tist Church, St. Clair Shores, Mich., prayed 
for Morris and his wife Erica and wrote short 
notes of encouragement. More than 9,000 
miles away in Malaysia, the Morrises were 
preparing to lead a family life seminar for a 
church which had opposed their leadership 
for 10 years.

“They had been very cruel to us, ignoring 
our efforts to help, shunning our friendship, 
and never inviting us to visit them,” Morris 
says. “So naturally, we were very apprehen
sive when they invited us to lead the seminar. 
In the past they had used times like this to 
publicly attack us and the mission.”

This time, though, the church members 
were hospitable and friendly. The Morrises 
stayed at the parsonage for the first time in 
five years and had one of the best meetings in 
months, they reported.

They did not know that St. Clair Shores 
church, where Morris had preached and 
whose pastor was his good friend, was pray
ing for them. But when the packet of notes ar
rived Jan. 25 they began to understand the 
amazingly warm reception they had ex
perienced during the seminar. But even that 
experience was not the best thing that hap
pened.

Michael Duis was the only seminary 
graduate among the Kadazaan tribe, the 
largest tribe in the state of Sabah, Malaysia. 
The Morrises had been counting on him to 
lead a program to reach his people and others 
whose language he could speak. But in July 
last year, because of discouragement and 
family pressure, he quit the ministry. All ef
forts to re-enlist him had proved futile.

On Jan. 13, Morris felt he should try one 
more time to reach Duis. The next morning he 
and another pastor started out to find the 
young man. Following directions of people 
along the way, they finally reached a house on 
the side of a mountain, accessible only after a 
hard climb on foot.

Their friend was there, but reluctant to talk 
with them. Eventually he invited them in and

Music festival aids 
student center work

BANGALORE, India—After more than two 
years of prayer, Baptist workers believe a 
new door to witnessing has opened for the 
Senter C. Crook Christian Student Center in 
Bangalore, India.

Although the center is located across the 
street from the University of Agriculture and 
Veterinary Science, students have been 
suspicious of the enclosed compound and 
lighted cross, says Susan Ward, a Baptist lay 
volunteer serving as co-director of the center.

But during a week-long music festival spon
sored by a student cultural society at the 
university, the student center’s singing group 
performed for a crowd of 800. After the group 
received an enthusiastic response from the 
students, David Kumar, assistant director of 
the Baptist-run center, explained the center’s 
purpose and activities.

When the program was over, students 
showed interest and asked questions about 
getting involved. The center’s planning com
mittee hopes students will be more interested 
in attending center activities, opening the 
door for greater witnessing opportunities.

Baptist news magazine 
launched in Liberia

MONROVIA, Liberia—The Southern Bap
tist Mission in Liberia, in conjunction with the 
Liberia Baptist Missionary and Education 
Convention, Inc., plans to begin publishing a 
Liberian Baptist news magazine in April. The 
first issue will coincide with the Liberian con
vention’s centennial celebration that month.

listened as Morris explained their reason for 
visiting.

“He seemed moved that I cared enough,” 
Morris recalled, “but was adamant that he 
could not return to the ministry. After about 
30 minutes I suggested that I pray for him. He 
reluctantly agreed. I poured out my heart to 
God on his behalf. Afterward I rose to leave, 
feeling rather dejected. That’s when he said, 
‘While you were praying, God spoke to me 
and I had a revelation. I am ready to go in 
February, doing whatever the Lord will let 
me do to reach my people’,”

Ecstatic, Morris urged Duis to pray with 
him throughout the day and then come to see 
him the following morning. When he arrived 
the next day, he was smiling and happy. Mor
ris knew a church willing to sponsor him and 
arranged for him to talk to some of the people. 
Now all he needed was financial support.

Later that morning, the Southern Baptist 
missionary had tea with a wealthy Chinese 
man who had helped the Morrises in their 
work over the past 15 years. Morris said he 
had never asked the man for money, but that 
morning he felt the urge to ask him to provide 
one-third of Duis’ expenses. The man 
responded that he would be happy to do so.

“It all seemed so easy," Morris says. “Now 
I know why.”

On Matters of

Family Living
By B. David Edens

Director, Marriage and Family Program
Stephens C ollege, C olumbia, MO 6.5201

Learning problems 
spur creativity

Don’t feel so sorry for kids with “learning 
disabilities.” They may be the lucky ones, a 
Harvard Medical School psychiatry professor 
suggested at a conference on “Childhood and 
Creativity” held at St. Vincent’s College.

Children who can’t learn in standard ways 
are forced to develop capacities and com
petencies in unexpected areas, says Peter H. 
Wolff. At the same time, they force teachers 
and parents to see and treat them as in
dividuals. If adults look at the child instead of 
for a label, they may make surprising 
discoveries.

Relieved of parents’ oppressive “hope of 
Harvard” and freed of “the conservative 
desire for success,” youngsters getting 
special help for learning difficulties may en
joy a latitude for creativity that conventional 
learners never experience, says Wolff. Many 
individuals now acclaimed as geniuses would 
be considered “learning-disabled” if they 
were in school today.

The child with learning disabilities has to 
look for other solutions and the search can 
lead him or her along productive paths—if 
adults are open and interested. In contrast, 
“the early-maturing, right-handed child, the 
early talker and easy reader and writer (most 
likely a girl) ultimately may not achieve 
much because she has never had to think 
seriously, to use her mental powers to the 
fullest.

“Too often, the successful pupils are never 
challenged to think and the strengths of the 
‘deviant’ pupil are never discovered,” said 
the psychiatrist. “Schools are still incredibly 
narrow in their notions about how kids learn 
and should be taught.”

Separate sessions for learning-disabled 
children can release creativity when “learn
ing disabilities” are regarded and responded 
to as reminders of differing human 
possibilities rather than seen as stigmata of 
inadequacy. Wolff wishes, however, that 
school entrance were postponed till age 
seven, a move which might prevent many 
learning difficulties from developing.

SUNDAY SCHOOL IN ESPANOL—Sunday School at Trinity Baptist Church, 
Houston, includes classes in Spanish and English.

Bilingual church ministers
to community

HOUSTON, Tex. (BP)—Trinity Baptist 
Church in Houston made a life-changing deci
sion in 1970 when the members voted to 
become a bilingual congregation.

“During the 1960s the neighborhood was in 
transition as an influx of Mexican and 
Mexican-American families settled in the 
area. Instead of moving to the suburbs, the 
church voted to minister to its new communi
ty,” says Alfonso Flores, pastor of the church 
since 1974.

Today a Sunday morning visitor can attend 
an English worship service at 9 o’clock or the 
Spanish worship service at 11:30. The atten
dance at 9 a.m. averages 75 to 100 and at 
11:30, 375 to 400.

“We also include several bilingual classes 
in our Sunday School program since 
preschoolers and first graders often need bi
lingual teachers until they learn English 
through the public school system, and many 
adults feel more comfortable in a Spanish
speaking class,” Flores says.

Trinity Baptist has grown steadily since its 
decision to go bilingual. A beautiful, two-year- 
old building houses the educational program 
and is utilized during the week as a day-care 
center for children of working mothers in the

Baptist layman grew 'pot,' 
warns of marijuana danger

By Robert Hastings
CARBONDALE, Ill. (BP)-Norman 

Doorenbos is a Baptist layman who gained 
distinction as the “government pot farmer” 
at the University of Mississippi, 1968-71. Dur
ing those years he operated a “pot farm” 
which raised all the marijuana used for 
government-sponsored research in the U.S.

Under government supervision, he tended a 
five-acre plot containing over 300 types of 
marijuana. His job was to find the types and 
strength of other drugs present in marijuana. 
Now the dean of science at Southern Illinois 
University-Carbondale, Doorenbos found 
over 80 drugs in marijuana. In contrast, 
tobacco has only one, nicotine.

How does he feel about marijuana, based on 
research?

Not all the answers are in, he explains, but 
here are some of his convictions:

(1) Marijuana alone won’t “drive people in
to crime,” nor lead them to use harder drugs, 
nor increase sexual activity and pleasure. But 
marijuana users often develop a new set of 
friends who use other drugs, thus increasing 
their exposure to harder drugs.

(2) Marijuana does most of the harmful 
things that alcohol and tobacco do, plus some 
things which neither do. “My impression is 
that marijuana has a great deal more poten
tial danger than either tobacco or alcohol,” he 
says.

(3) Marijuana can hinder the development

in transition
area.

“The day-care program is just one way the 
church is attempting to minister to this 
neighborhood,” Flores says. He hopes to start 
an afternoon Sunday school class soon in 
another area of Houston which has a large 
concentration of Hispanics.

The church sponsors a 30-minute television 
program called “La Vida Abundante” (The 
Abundant Life) which includes sacred music, 
an interview and a brief message by Flores. 
The program is televised in Houston, San An
tonio and Chicago.

“We’ve received many positive responses 
from our television viewers and have been 
pleased to discover that many Hispanic 
Catholics and evangelicals watch each 
week,” he says.

Trinity also is actively involved in the 
Houston Area Asociacion Bautista Latino 
Americana (Latin American Baptist 
Association) which includes about 25 
churches. That association is part of Union 
Baptist Association.

“I believe we have just begun to tap the 
potential here and in the future can become 
one of the great churches in the city and 
state,” says Flores.

of muscle and bone in young people. Doctors 
and psychologists working with drug users 
have noted the bones and muscles of young 
men in their early twenties (who used mari
juana in their teens) have not grown much 
since childhood.

(4) A person smoking marijuana is a 
highway risk. It affects peripheral vision, 
time sense, and judgment of distance.

(5) Some of the chemicals in maeijuana 
suppress or depress production of male hor
mones. Six weeks after conception, a male 
child begins to manufacture male hormones. 
But if the mother smokes marijuana, a 
number of consequences are possible. For 
one, a male baby may be sterile as an adult.

(6) A marijuana user believes that 
somehow he is special, that someone else 
might get hurt, but not him. His friends know 
it’s hurting him because they see personality 
changes—he grows forgetful, self-centered, 
loses interest in the future.

(7) Some drugs in marijuana are beneficial. 
For example, they may be safer to use in 
organ transplants. They may be beneficial in 
treating glaucoma, asthma, and nausea 
caused by powerful anti-cancer drugs.

(8) The carcinogenic (cancer-causing) con
tent of marijuana smoke is 20 to 150 times 
higher than in tobacco smoke.

“Some people tell me if God created mari
juana, why not smoke it?” he says. “I say 
that’s as ridiculous as jumping off a cliff 
because God made the cliff!"


