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Former BWA president, 
Tolbert, assassinated

MONROVIA, Liberia—William R. Tolbert 
Jr., president of the Republic of Liberia and 
former president of the Baptist World 
Alliance, was assassinated April 12 during a 
military coup in that nation.

Tolbert served as president of the Baptist 
World Alliance for five years (1965-70) and as 
vice-president (1960-65). He had been presi
dent of the Liberia Baptist Missionary and 
Educational Convention since 1958.

Southern Baptist missionaries in Liberia 
are remaining in the nation at the present 
time, according to a report from the Foreign 
Mission Board. Most of the 46 missionaries 
currently in Liberia had gathered in
Monrovia, the capital, for groundbreaking 
ceremonies for a new Baptist convention 
building. The ceremonies were to be a part of 
a three-week celebration noting the centen
nial of the convention’s organization.

A ham radio operator has reported the 
situation was calm enough on Sunday for 
some of the missionaries to attend church.

FMB president R. Keith Parks was to have 
been the speaker at the April 13 groundbreak
ing service. Parks and John E. Mills, 
secretary for west Africa, bad left Dakar, 
Senegal, by airplane, on Saturday for Liberia. 
The airplane was not allowed to land in 
Monrovia, but diverted to Abijan, Ivory 
Coast.

March closing date hinders 
Cooperative Program total

March mission giving through the 
Cooperative Program was the lowest month 
for Tennessee Baptists since September 1979, 
probably because of the way the month 
opened and closed, according to Tom J. Mad
den, secretary-treasurer of the Tennessee 
Baptist Convention.

Madden noted that the month began on 
Saturday, meaning that nearly all of 
February’s Cooperative Program gifts were 
received by Friday, Feb. 29, and that the 
month closed on a Monday, meaning that pro
bably none of some churches’ March gifts 
were received before the books closed on 
March 31. Many church treasurers mail their 
churches’ Cooperative Program receipts 
following the last Sunday of each month.

Cooperative Program mission contribu
tions for March were $731,036.34. This is 32.5 
percent below the monthly goal of 
$1,083,333.33 and 30.8 percent below the March 
1979 Cooperative Program receipts.

Messengers to the 1979 Tennessee Baptist 
Convention _ approved a $13-million basic 
Cooperative Program budget-goal for the 
November 1979-October 198Oconvention year. 
This makes the monthly goal $1,083,333.33.

The five-month budget goal would be 
$5,416,666.65 (five-twelfths of $13-million), 
Madden observed.

Cooperative Program receipts for the first 
five months of the current convention year 
(November 1979-March 1980) totaled 
$5,235,951.84, which is $248,988.95 below (4.6 
percent below) the five-month goal.

Comparing the current years’ Cooperative 
Program receipts with the same five months 
of last year, Madden said that the 
$5,234,951.84 received thus far this year is 1.3

Tolbert became president of the Republic of 
Liberia in 1971, after 19 years as vice- 
president. While president, he continued to 
serve as pastor of Zion Praise Baptist Church 
in his hometown of Bentol City, which is about 
30 miles from Monrovia.

Tolbert’s wife, who has been president of 
the Woman’s Missionary Union of Liberia, 
was reported to be under arrest. Their son, 
A.B. Tolbert, is said to have been beheaded, 
and a son-in-law, Burleigh Holder, had been 
shot to death.

According to news reports, Richard A. 
Henries, who was house speaker in the 
government, was scheduled to be tried for 
treason on Monday of this week.

Southern Baptist missionaries entered 
Liberia in 1960 to undergird Baptist work in 
the country. A training center for Liberian 
Baptist pastors, built in 1972, was named in 
honor of Tolbert.

In commenting on Tolbert’s death, BWA 
general secretary Robert Denny said, 
“William Tolbert was a good friend of Bap
tists around the world. He always identified 
himself with a church whenever he traveled.' ’

Tolbert’s brother-in-law, Eric David, is a 
1971 graduate of American Baptist 
Theological Seminary in Nashville, and 
served as pastor of a Baptist church in 
Tullahoma.

percent ahead of the $5,167,677.70 given dur
ing the same period of the previous year.

To emphasize that a large portion of 
March’s Cooperative Program receipts had 
not been received by March 31, Madden com
mented that $472,274.76 was received from the 
churches during the April 1-4 period — which 
was before any April Sunday.

“I expect April and May to be outstanding 
months in mission support through the 
Cooperative Program,” Madden added.

COMMISSIONED—Summer missionaries supported by the Tennessee Baptist Stu
dent Union were commission during last weekend's BSU Spring Conference. The 
43 students will serve in various areas of the United States and three foreign 
countries.

as officers of the Tennessee Baptist StudentBSU COUNCIL—Elected to serve
Union were (front row, from left) George Guthrie, president; Scott Payne, vice- 
president; and Kim Likens, (back row) Waller Boyer, Susan Eaves, Donna McNeil, 
Jeff Palmer, and Guy Causey.

Students elect officers 
send out missionaries
Tennessee Baptist student Union commis

sioned 43 summer missionaries and elected 
George Guthrie as president during the an
nual Spring Conference held last weekend at 
the Baptist Sunday School Board in Nashville.

The theme for the three-day conference was 
“New Life Celebration.”

The new state president is a junior at Union 
University where he is preparing for pastoral 
ministry. He is from Dyersburg. Guthrie 
defeated Vanderbilt University student Jeff 
Carlton, Wartrace, for the presidency in a 
written ballot.

Other officers which compose the eight
member state council, elected by the more 
than 300 BSU students attending the Spring 
Conference were:

—Vice-president, Scott Payne of Man
chester, a sophomore at Motlow State Com
munity College, Tullahoma.

—East representative, Kim Likens of Er
win, a junior at East Tennessee State Univer

sfty, Johnson City.
—Middle representative, Waller Boyer II, 

Adams, a senior at Austin Peay State Univer
sity, Clarksville.

—West representative, Guy Causey, Brent
wood, a sophomore at University of Ten
nessee at Martin.

—East member at-large, Donna McNeil of 
Morristown, a freshman at Walters State 
Community College, Morristown.

—Middle at-large, Susan Eaves, Oak Ridge, 
a sophomore at Tennessee Technological 
University, Cookeville.

—West at-large, Jeff Palmer, Waverly, a 
junior at Union University, Jackson.

The major speaker for the BSU conference 
was Richard B. Cunningham, professor at 
Southern Baptist Theological Seminary, 
Louisville, Ky.

At the Saturday night session, Cunningham 
spoke on “Radical Commitment,” reminding 
the students that they must commit 
themselves to the person of Jesus Christ, 
rather than to a group or to a cause.

Cunningham’s theme for the closing Sun
day morning service was a Christian’s accep
tance of his self-worth. “Too many of us do 
not live the abundant life, because we do not 
believe in ourselves,” he observed.

“We must believe in what we are (a child of 
God) and what we can do with our God-given 
abilities,” Cunningham stated. “As Chris
tians, we must discover our gifts and our 
limitations and then find our place of service 
in the will of God.”

The highlight of the three-day conference 
was the impressive candle-light commission
ing service for the 43 BSU summer mis
sionaries.

Three students will serve overseas with 
SBC foreign missionaries. They are Camla Jo 
Elliott of South Fulton and Tennessee Tech, 
who will serve in Israel; Barbara McCullough 
of Birmingham, Ala., and the University of 
Tennessee, to Jordan; and George Guthrie, 
Dyersburg and Union University, to 
Singapore.

Four students will work with the Smoky 
Mountain resort ministry in Gatlinburg. 
These compose a singing group and all four 

(Continued on page three)
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Foreign Board reorganizes; names 
seven to management positions

ALEXANDRIA, LA. (BP)—Seeking a more 
functional structure, the Southern Baptist 
Foreign Mission Board elected seven staff 
members to new executive management posi
tions and voted to change the title of its ex
ecutive director to president.

The board, during its April 7-9 meeting in 
Alexandria, La., also named William R. 
O’Brien as executive vice-president. O’Brien 
has been secretary for denominational coor
dination since 1976.

The new executive staff also will include 
Homer Beaver, a retired U.S. Air Force 
logistics expert, as administrative assistant; 
Winston Crawley, a 33-year veteran of 
Southern Baptist missions, as vice-president 
for a new office of planning; and a director of 
development, yet to be named.

Four other vice-presidents were elected to 
head up new offices under which the board’s 
functions will be grouped. They are Charles 
W. Bryan, vice-president for overseas opera
tion; William W. Marshall, vice-president for 
human resources; Johnni Johnson Scofield, 
vice-president for communications; and 
Sidney C. Reber, vice-president for manage
ment services.

The six vice-presidents, administrative 
assistant, director of development and the 
board’s treasurer will meet with President R. 
Keith Parks as the executive management 
group. All these changes will take effect May 
1.

Parks said he hopes to have all major ex
ecutive positions filled and his new ad
ministrative team functioning at full strength 
by October.

A board committee on staff reorganization, 
which worked with Parks in recommending 
the new management plan, said the new 
design is aimed at grouping like functions in a 
more cohesive organization. The terms 
“president” and “vice-president” were 
chosen because the committee felt they would 
be clearer to the general public than present 
terminology.

To avoid confusion, the officers of the 
elected board are expected to be changed to 
“chairman” and “vice chairmen” at a subse
quent meeting of the board, which will allow 
time for the required constitutional changes 
to make this possible.

The new organization places greater em
phasis upon strategy and planning, pulls 
together personnel-related functions that 
previously have been handled by different 
divisions or departments, and brings all com
munications functions into a more coor
dinated unit.

Emphasizing the importance of the new 
planning office. Parks said a plan must be 
developed to carry out the overall objectives 
of the board. “We must develop a simple, yet 
comprehensive plan that can give guidance to 
the staff and missionaries—a plan that can be 
communicated to Southern Baptists,” he ex
plained. “Once this has been done, we can 
project more realistically the future financial 
needs.”

A planning consultant and one or more 
researchers are expected to assist in this 
planning aspect, with furloughing mis
sionaries perhaps rotating in the research 
role.

The new office of human resources will pro
cess and give orientation to both missionaries 
and volunteers and also care for mis
sionaries’ furlough needs and ministries. It 
will perform these functions in close coopera
tion with the office of overseas operation, 
Parks said.

The office of communications will bring 
graphic arts and news and information ser
vices into closer alignment with other com
munications aspects of the board in what 
Parks described as a “lean, responsive 
team” designed to tell the global missions 
story more effectively to Southern Baptists.

As executive vice-president, O’Brien will 
continue to carry many of the responsibilities 
he has had as secretary for denominational 
coordination and will represent the president

NEW MANAGEMENT GROUP—Seven Southern Baptist Foreign Mission Board 
staffers were presented as the board's new management team following their 
election at the board's April meeting in Alexandria, La. Standing with R. Keith 
Parks, executive director (fourth from right), are (from left) Sidney C. Reber, 
named vice-president for management services; William W. Marshall, vice- 
president for human resources; Homer Beaver, administrative assistant; Johnni 
Johnson Scofield, vice-president for communications; William R. O'Brien, ex
ecutive vice-president; Winston Crawley, vice-president for the office of 
planning; and Charles W. Bryan, vice-president for overseas operation.

in his absence. He also will function as liaison 
to the Baptist World Alliance and non-Baptist 
missions bodies and sending agencies and 
represent Parks at his request.

A native of Fort Worth, Tex., O’Brien is a 
musician and composer who has also served 
as a pastor. He and his wife, the former 
Dellanna West of Odessa, Tex., were mis
sionaries to Indonesia, 1963 to 1974. He is the 
author of Missions for Tomorrow, the 1980 
adult mission study book.

Beaver, as administrative assistant, will 
manage the executive offices; assist in ad
ministration, management, budget, and 
organization; plan and implement ad- 
ministrative and logistical support for the 
board; and represent the president and ex
ecutive vice-president in their absence.

Beaver retired from the Air Force as a col
onel in 1976 with 33 years’ service. As deputy 
chief of staff for logistics with the Alaskan Air 
Command, he was nominated as outstanding 
logistician in the Air Force and received the 
Legion of Merit in 1976. Active as a church lay 
leader while in service, he pursued this in
terest by taking seminary training after 
retirement. Since 1978 he has been manager 
of media resources in the board’s com
munications department. A native of 
Cushing, Okla., he is married to the former 
Anna Sue Denton of Danville, Ark.

Crawley has served since 1968 as the direc
tor of the overseas division, which today ad
ministers the work of almost 3,000 mis
sionaries in 94 countries. Earlier he had 
worked 14 years as secretary for the Orient. 
He and his wife, the former Margaret 
Lawrence of Lufkin, Tex., were missionaries 
to China and Southeast Asia, 1974 to 1954. A 
native of Newport, Crawley is the author of 
two mission study books and a Christian doc
trine book in Chinese.

In his new role Crawley will represent 
broad overall concerns of the executive office 
not limited to any part of the organization, 
Parks said, and will bring recommendations 
as the basis for decision making by the presi
dent and executive management group.

Crawley’s former duties as administrative 
head of the overseas missionary force will be 
assumed by Bryan, a native of Whitesboro, 
Tex. For the past 12 years Bryan has been 
area secretary for Middle America and the 
Caribbean, administering the work of mis
sionaries assigned to 25 countries and to the 
Baptist Spanish Publishing House in El Paso, 
Tex.

Bryan and his wife, the former Martha 
Christian of East Point, Ga., served 18 years 
as missionaries—first in Costa Rica, then 
Peru and later in Columbia when Bryan was 
named field representative for the Caribbean 
and northern South America. In his new post, 
Bryan will supervise the work of area 
secretaries as well as consultants who assist 
in specialized areas.

Marshall has served as secretary for 
furlough ministries since 1976. A native of 
Frankfort, Ky., he served as a pastor in Ken
tucky and Virginia and for more than five 
years was an associate secretary for mis
sionary personnel at the board.

In 1969 Marshall and his wife, the former 
Alice Gardner of Owensboro, Ky., were ap
pointed as missionaries. He served as field 
representative in the Middle East for seven 
years and later as a missionary in Germany. 
He is the author of To Be Free, the 1969 mis
sion study book for young people.

Mrs. Scofield has served as planning 
specialist in the denominational coordination 
department for more than three years. Born 
in Huntington, W.Va., she grew up in Ashland, 
Ky. Before joining the board’s home office 
staff in 1954, she was a missionary to Japan, 
1951 to 1954, and has previous experience as 
an assistant editor of The Student, a Baptist 
Sunday School Board publication.

A frequent contributor to Baptist 
periodicals, she is the author of five books, all 
carrying her byline Johni Johnson. In 1977 she 
married Fon H. Scofield Jr., who pioneered 
the board’s audiovisuals program. He died in 
1978.

Reber is a native of Jackson, Miss. Since 
1969 he has directed the board’s management 
services division. He and his wife, the former 
Alwilda Montgomery of Missouri, were mis
sionaries to Malaysia, 1962 to 1969.

Earlier, Reber had worked with U.S. 
government agencies for 20 years. These in
cluded the Veterans Administration, Civil 
Service Commission, the War Department 
(later the Department of Defense), and the 
Internal Revenue Service, where he was 
regional training officer.

McKenzie congregation 
meets in new building

Easter Sunday services for members of 
Bethel Baptist Church in McKenzie were held 
in the congregation’s new sanctuary, accor
ding to Pastor Claude M. Prince.

The church, which was started about three 
years ago by Mt. Sinai Baptist Church, 
Buchanan, is located on the new state 
Highway 22.

Members have been meeting in a basement 
location while the building was under con
struction. Total cost of the 6,000 sq. ft. facility 
was $95,157.39, church treasurer Chuck 
George said. It was built by J.T. Arnold Co., 
McKenzie. In addition to the sanctuary, the 
building contains a pastor’s study and Sunday 
School rooms. Chuck George was the ar
chitect for the project.

The church has about 75 members.

Two announce 
FMB retirement
ALEXANDRIA, La. (BP)-The retirement 

of two long-time administrative staff 
members was announced during the April 
meeting of the Southern Baptist Foreign Mis
sion Board.

Joseph B. Underwood, consultant on 
evangelism and church development for the 
past 17 years, will retire on Jan. 19, his 64th 
birthday.

Ione Gray, international writer and editor, 
and a member of the board staff since 1950, 
will retire Oct. 1. Miss Gray, who will be 64 on 
Sept. 27, has been on leave of absence since 
last December.

Underwood, who with his wife served as a 
missionary to Brazil from 1943 to 1956, came 
to the board’s home office staff as associate 
secretary for promotion in 1961. He assumed 
his present post in 1963, coordinating special 
projects in evangelism, stewardship promo
tion, and church leadership training in 
Southern Baptist mission fields.

In recent years, Underwood has designed 
and promoted plans for major city 
evangelization that have involved hundreds of 
Southern Baptists in efforts to win the people 
of some of the world’s largest cities to Christ.

Sixteen projects are now under way, with 
major campaigns planned this year in Korea 
and Brazil. About 1,000 volunteers are ex
pected to be involved in this year’s programs 
and as many as 2,000 next year.

While a missionary Underwood led in the 
first simultaneous evangelistic campaign 
related to Southern Baptist mission work 
overseas. It was held in the Brazilian state of 
Pernambuco in 1950 while he was executive 
secretary of the state Baptist convention.

Before his missionary service Underwood 
was pastor of Emmanuel Baptist Church, 
Albuquerque, N.M., and after returning from 
the field in 1953 was pastor of First Baptist 
Church, Clovis, N.M., for more than two 
years. He became secretary of evangelism 
for the Baptist Convention of New Mexico in 
1956, later serving as secretary of promotion 
and stewardship.

Miss Gray’s recent work entailed on-the- 
scene writing of mission work overseas. Also, 
she performed various writing and editing 
responsibilities at the board headquarters.

Before taking her current post she was 
director of press relations for 10 years follow
ing a nine-year stint as managing editor of 
The Commission, the board’s monthly 
magazine.

FMB approves 
142 journeymen

ALEXANDRIA, La.—The Southern Baptist 
Foreign Mission Board approved a record 142 
young adults for training as Southern Baptist 
missionary journeymen during its April 
meeting in Alexandria, La.

The number tops by 15 last year’s record of 
127 approvals—the largest number since the 
journeyman program began in 1965. That first 
year, 46 recent college graduates under 27 
went overseas to work two years alongside 
career missionaries.

Among the candidates, coming from 31 
states and Canada, is the first dentist ever to 
be assigned as a missionary journeyman. 
Also included in the group are four nurses to 
fill a critical need at the Baptist Hospital in 
Jibla, Yemen. Most journeymen fill 
assignments as teachers, as youth, music or 
student workers, in clerical positions or in the 
health fields. Six of the 142 were approved as 
alternates. They will be given an assignment 
and enter training if an appropriate vacancy 
occurs.

North Carolina provided the largest 
number of journeymen—17—with Oklahoma 
supplying 16. There are 11 couples, 46 single 
men and 76 single women.

Those who receive medical clearance and 
successfully complete the six-week training 
period at Meredith College, Raleigh, N.C., 
will be commissioned July 18.
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ST. LOUIS WATERFRONT—Busch Memorial Stadium (left) and the gateway arch 
are main attractions along the St. Louis riverfront. St. Louis will be the site of the 
1980 Southern Baptist Convention.

Students elect officers...

Emphasis on Bold Missions 
to continue at 1980 SBC

ST. LOUIS, Mo. (BP)—Southern Baptists 
will emphasize the Bold Mission Thrust goal 
to proclaim Christ’s message to the world in 
this century and conduct a wide variety of 
business in sessions of the 1980 meeting of the 
Southern Baptist Convention here.

The sessions will run June 10-12 at the Cer
vantes Convention Center under the theme, 
“That We May Boldly Say,” as SBC President 
Adrian Rogers presides over the 123rd annual 
running of the 135-year-old SBC.

Rogers, pastor of Bellevue Baptist Church, 
Memphis, will deliver the president's address 
at the opening session on Tuesday morning. 
June 10. Elected last year at the SBC in 
Houston, Rogers is expected to be elected to a 
traditional second one-year term.

But at the SBC in St. Louis, at which about 
16,000 persons are expected to register as 
messengers, Southern Baptists will elect suc
cessors to Abner McCall, first vice-president, 
and Don Touchton, second vice-president, and 
hear a series of reports.

The reports, from the SBC Executive Com
mittee and the national SBC agencies, will be 
heard throughout the three-day meeting, as 
will other items of business, resolutions, and 
theme interpretations.

Theme interpreters are Landrum P. 
Leavell II, president of New Orleans Baptist 
Theological Seminary; Albert McClellan, 
associate executive secretary, SBC Ex
ecutive Committee, Nashville; Stan Coffey, 
pastor of First Baptist Church, Albuquerque, 
N.M.; Huber Drumwright, dean of the School 
of Theology, Southwestern Baptist 
Theological Seminary, Fort Worth; Sarah 
Frances Anders, head of the sociology depart
ment, Louisiana College, Pineville; Grady 
Nutt, Baptist entertainer and comedian, and 
his wife, Eleanor, of Louisville, Ky.; and 
Harold C. Bennett, executive secretary
treasurer, SBC Executive Committee.

Bennett also will coordinate a Bold Mission 
Thrust goals report on Tuesday night and pre
sent the Executive Committee report in two 
sections. He is one of five SBC chief ex
ecutives making their first report to the SBC 
in their new capacities.

Other new leadership reporting to the con
vention will be Jimmy R. Allen, the im
mediate past SBC president and new presi
dent of the SBC Radio and Television Com
mission; R. Keith Parks, executive director, 
SBC Foreign Mission Board; and James H. 
Smith, executive director, SBC Brotherhood 
Commission. Porter W. Routh, who retired 
last July after 28 years as chief executive of 
the Executive Committee, also will report to 
the convention as interim executive director 
of the Baptist Joint Committee on Public Af
fairs.

Program personnel, besides agency heads 
reporting to the convention, will include Giles 
and Wana Ann Fort, medical missionaries to 
Zimbabwe (Rhodesia), and their sons, David 
Fort, Baylor Medical Center, Dallas, and 
Gordon Fort, a student at Southwestern Bap
tist Theological Seminary, Fort Worth. They 
will appear at the Tuesday evening session.

Other speakers are Ed Young, pastor of Se
cond Baptist Church. Houston, Tex., who will 
deliver the convention sermon; Stephen 
Olford, an evangelist from Wheaton, III.; 
former SBC President Carl Bates, pastor of 
First Baptist Church, Charlotte, N.C.; and 
Mayor James Conway of St. Louis, who will 
welcome the messengers.

Convention music, directed by William J. 
Reynolds, guest professor of music at 
Southwestern Baptist Theological Seminary, 
Fort Worth, will include a variety of soloists 
and musical groups.

They are the Sanctuary, Youth and Senior 
High-College Choirs of Bellevue Baptist 
Church, Memphis; The Missouri Music Men; 
the Missouri Music Women; the Adult and 
Youth Choirs, Second Baptist Church, 
Houston, Tex.; The Singing Illinoisians and 
the Illinois Baptist State Association Or
chestra; the College Singers, Missouri Bap
tist College, St. Louis; the Oklahoma Singing 
Churchmen; music by opera stars and sacred 
music vocalists Robert Hale and Dean 
Wilder, accompanied by Ovid Young; and 
soloists Cynthia Clawson, Houston, Tex., and 
Joyce Rogers, wife of SBC President Adrian 
Rogers.

MISSIONARIES—These Tennessee students will serve as summer missionaries 
under appointment of the SBC Home Mission Board or the Tennessee Baptist Con
vention.

(Continued from page one) 
are from Cleveland and Cleveland State Com
munity College: Stacy Campbell, Cynthia 
Harris, Donna Ivey, and Randy McCraw.

Three students will serve at Camp Smoky in 
Gatlinburg. They are Kim Brinkley, Chap- 
mansboro and Austin Peay State University ; 
Michele Hezeau, Germantown and Memphis 
State University; and Patricia Skeans, 
Dayton, Ohio, and Middle Tennessee State 
University.

Two summer missionaries were named to 
Harrison Chilhowee Baptist Academy, 
Seymour. They are Jon Canter, South Fulton 
and Union University, and Patricia Yates, 
Jackson and Jackson State Community Col
lege.

Working at the Western Heights Baptist 
Goodwill Center in Knoxville will be Leta 
Bailey, Franklin and Belmont College, and 
Rebecca Shaver, Ft. Campbell, Ky., and 
Austin Peay State University.

Two students will work at Temple Baptist 
Church, Memphis. These are Deborah Jones, 
Mt. Juliet and Cumberland College, and 
Tempe Lynne Sanderson, Sevierville and 
Walters State Community College.

Serving at Union Avenue Baptist Church, 
Memphis, will be Beverly Askew, Oak Grove, 
Ky., and Austin Peay State University, and 
Bettina Mann, Hendersonville, and Austin 
Peay State University.

Four students will work in ministry with in
ternationals in Nashville. These are Jackie 
Bailey, Sevierville and Walters State Com
munity College; James Chapman, Memphis 
and Union University; Charles Clary, Mem
phis and Memphis State University; and Lou 
Ann Jackson, Union City and University of 
Tennessee at Martin.

At Ivy Memorial Baptist Church in 
Nashville will be Donna McNeil, Morristown 
and Walters State Community College, and 
Connie Magers, Memphis and Union Univer
sity.

Serving in resort ministries at Reelfoot 
Lake will be Rebecca Bullman, Greeneville 
and Belmont College, and Robbie Rogers, 
Ooltewah and Carson-Newman College.

Carson-Newman sociologist prepares 
survey questionnaire for pastors

Former Carson-Newman College faculty 
member Herbert J. Miles has announced that 
he will be sending a survey questionnaire to 
each Baptist pastor in the state within the 
next few weeks.

The questionnaire, an up-date for a survey 
Miles conducted among pastors 25 years ago, 
will deal with the pastors’ work in their 
churches, personal and educational 
backgrounds, and beliefs on selected social 
issues and religious practices.

Former chairman of the C-N sociology 
department and professor emeritus of 
sociology, Miles directed a project in 1955-56 
in which he and a group of students tallied the 
results of questionnaires filled out by 1,005

Two students will serve in Alaska. Lee 
Payne of Manchester and Motlow State Com
munity College, will work in Anchorage, and 
Bonnie Daniels, LaFollette and the Universi
ty of Tennessee, will serve in the Tanana 
Valley.

Four summer missionaries will work on the 
staff of Camp Ironbell in New York State. 
These are William McMican, Marion, Ky., 
and Union University; Charles Bryan, Eads 
and Union University; Valarie Rixie, Chat
tanooga and Middle Tennessee State Univer
sity; and Mildred Smith, McMinnville and 
Tennessee Tech University.

Other missionaries who will serve under the 
Tennessee BSU are:

—Dawn Kirk, Linden and Belmont College, 
to Lake Ouachita in Arkansas;

—Waller Boyer II, Clarksville and Austin 
Peay State University, to the SBC 
Brotherhood Commission in Memphis.

—Thomas Williams, Nashville and Vander
bilt University, to San Francisco, Cal.

—James Lawson, Rogersville and Vander
bilt University, to Walker County Correc
tional Institution in Georgia;

—Walter Frady, St. Augustine, Fla., and 
Carson-Newman College, to Hawaii.

—Brent Hall, Cleveland and Cleveland 
State Community College, to Lake Claiborne 
in Louisiana;

—Teri Young, Bradford and Union Univer
sity, to Battle Creek, Mich.

—Mary Eldredge, Nashville and Vanderbilt 
University, to Nevada;

—Paula Pilgrim, Memphis and Vanderbilt 
University, to South Burlington, Vt.;

—John Pons, Hendersonville and Ten
nessee Tech University, to International 
Seamen’s Ministry in Seattle, Wash.;

—Melanie Wetherington, Gainesville, Fla., 
and University of Tennessee, to Clarksville 
for ministry with deaf.

Also participating in the commissioning 
service were a number of other Tennessee 
students who will serve as summer mis
sionaries under the SBC Home Mission Board 
and the Tennessee Baptist Convention.

pastors in the Volunteer state. The results of 
the 1955 study were reported and interpreted 
in an article printed in the Dec. 6, 1956, Bap
tist and Reflector. Miles said the findings of 
the new study will also be submitted for 
publication with the state paper. He hopes for 
a high return rate from the pastors and 
assures them that questionaires do not need 
to be signed.

The purpose of the survey. Miles told the 
state paper, is to obtain sociological informa
tion that is not available elsewhere. “We are 
looking for trends, places where we are mak
ing progress, and places where we are falling 
back,” the sociologist stated.

As in 1955, Miles will obtain the names and 
addresses of the state’s Baptist ministers 
through the directors of missions in each 
association.

In the previous study, the results had to be 
tabulated through human efforts with a 
calculator; but in this project, the college’s 
computer facilities will compile the findings.

The 1956 survey revealed that the average 
Tennessee Baptist pastor was 41 years old, 
had been in the ministry for 14 years, had 
been a Christian since age 16, and had been 
licensed to preach at age 26. The average 
education for a pastor then was 14 years of 
schooling.

Ethical questions on the survey dealt with 
alcohol as a beverage, divorce and remar
riage, capital punishment, television viewing, 
and Sunday activities. Miles will be studying 
changes in attitude on these topics and others 
among the pastors.

A former Baptist pastor. Miles retired from 
the C-N faculty in 1972. He taught at Baylor 
University, Waco, Tex., and Oklahoma Bap
tist University, Shawnee, before coming to 
C-N. He has written several books about 
dating, marriage, and family life.
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EDITORIAL

William Tolbert: Baptist loss
Baptists of the world have lost a great leader and 

friend with the assassination last Saturday of William 
R. Tolbert Jr., president of the Republic of Liberia.

Tolbert was a Baptist pastor, in addition to being 
the nation’s president. He was very active in interna
tional Baptist affairs.

When the Baptist World Alliance held its 11th 
World Congress in 1965 at Miami Beach, Tolbert was 
elected president of the international organization. 
He served the five-year term, presiding over many 
sessions of the BWA Executive Committee and at the 

"12th Congress in 1970 at Tokyo, Japan.
Tolbert was the first black to hold the post.
His leadership in the role of BWA president 

brought to dramatic focus the international nature of 
the alliance. Baptists in the Third World cited his 1965
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election as a refutal of the pagan propaganda that 
Christianity is merely a “white man’s religion.”

Tolbert was a political as well as a religious 
leader.

In many ways, the nation of Liberia is as unique 
as Tolbert. It is the oldest republic in Africa and has 
the distinction of never being a colony of another na
tion.

The Republic of Liberia was founded in 1847, 
primarily by freed slaves who emigrated from the 
United States. The government was strongly pat
terned after that of the US.

Tolbert’s influence and election to the presidency 
of Liberia in 1971 was indeed unusual, when you con
sider that the nation’s population is only 7 percent 
Christian and 1.5 percent Baptist.

His efforts to change the government from what 
was described as “19th century paternalism” to one 
with less ceremony, more involvement of all citizens, 
and increased civil rights were apparently moving 
too slowly for some Liberians. His assassination was 
part of a political coup led by military forces.

We will miss the smiling face and the enthusiastic 
spirit of William R. Tolbert Jr.

GUEST EDITORIAL

Criticism and action
By Larry E. High, editor 

“The Maryland Baptist,” Lutherville

Mention the word criticism to some Southern Baptists, and 
they come unglued. Criticism is the archenemy for many people 
and is perceived as a plague to be avoided at all cost.

Criticism is so feared by some that they will go out of their way 
to steer clear of it. Some even go so far as not to say or to do 
anything making them vulnerable to attack.

Anyone among us who does not stir up a little controversy or 
criticism is doing little of anything. Almost any action or expres
sion can subject a person to condemnation by some. Since none of 
us is perfect and all of us are capable of error, we must assume we 
are open to criticism.

The only people not evaluated are those sitting on the fence 
watching the parade of life pass by. Anyone actively involved in the 
daily march will receive a fair share of criticism.

Christians should not fear criticism. By our very nature and 
purpose, we have opened ourselves to it. We are not called to serve 
man. We are called to serve God, and because of that, we can ex
pect criticism from men. Being the brunt of criticism comes with 
the territory when one serves God, rather than man.

The Bible tells of God-called men and women who were sub
jected to harsh criticism. Old Testament prophets were chastised 
from all sides. We understand the statement, “A prophet is without 
honor...” when we read the Old Testament.

Jesus told His hearers at the Sermon on the Mount to be happy 
when reviled and persecuted, because a great reward awaits in 
heaven. Jesus Christ understood criticism. He knew some people 
would be hated for what they said. He gave graphic representation 
to that fact as He went to the cross.

It is a gifted person who can hear criticism and still carry on 
toward the completing of Christian responsibilities. Trying to keep 
all the people happy all the time can only result in mass confusion 
and a bad case of ulcers.

None of us can live with one eye on the critics. We need both 
eyes firmly planted on Jesus Christ and His will for us. If we are 
satisfied that what we are doing is the will of God, then criticism 
will only serve to strengthen our resolve. But once we allow 
criticism to be our guiding light, we are doomed to failure.

Criticism can be constructive and the wisest among us is able 
to profit from it. However, criticism or the lack thereof can never 
be the guage by which we measure our decisions.

Critics can be wrong and the most critical people are usually 
the ones least qualified to comment.

Depending upon God to be our strength is the only way to ac
cept and to deal with criticism. When criticism comes, rejoice in 
the knowledge that at least you coaxed someone to take a stand. 
That for many people is quite an accomplishment.

Cicero’s 
comment

By the editor
“Cicero, I would like for the Baptist and 

Reflector to print an article about the forma
tion of my new church,” announced T.V. 
Pastore as he visited my office.

“Great,” Cicero responded. “We are 
always happy to publish the news about a new 
church being organized. Where is your church 
located?,” I asked as I reached for my note 
pad.

“Everywhere,” explained Pastore.
“Everywhere?,” I questioned.
“Right,” agreed my visitor. “It is the Elec

tronic Baptist Church and we will have our 
services on television.”

Cicero noted that this was nothing new. 
There are many church services and religious 
programs now on television. “Our cable 
system has such telecasts 24 hours a day on 
three channels,” I reported.

T.V. Pastore announced that his church 
would be different. He explained that some 
TV cable companies have now perfected a 
system where the viewers can respond. “In 
Ohio, for example, already cable subscribers 
have the ability to respond by pushing certain 
buttons on their TV sets,” he said. “It is even 
possible for subscribers to tune into a depart
ment store channel and purchase items by 
pushing certain buttons.”

Cicero knew of this development, but 
wondered how this would be used by Elec
tronic Baptist Church.

“Well, our engineers have added other 
refinements, so that a worshipper can stay at 
home and have all the power of participation 
that someone in a church auditorium would 
have,” the television pastor stated.

Cicero asked for examples.
“We would put a microphone by the TV set 

of every member of the Electronic Baptist 
Church, so that these members can join in the 
congregational singing,” exclaimed T.V. 
“The sound from all these living rooms would 
be piped into our studio and blended in with 
all other members’ microphones. They could 
also say ‘Amen,’ if they want to.”

Pastore said that a church bulletin would be 
mailed each week to every television church 
member, so that they would have something 
to read during the worship service.

Each TV set would be equipped with a 
typewriter-type keyboard, so that members 
could send in their announcements and 
prayer requests during the church service. 
They could also use the keyboard to make re
quests for replacement of lost quarterlies.

“Another innovation will be our national 
WATS line which makes it possible for 
members to phone in their motions and 
discussion during the church’s televised 
monthly business meeting,” added T.V. 
Pastore.

He explained that every member would be 
sent a list with telephone numbers of other 
“members,” so they can call them up after 
church and chat just like after a regular 
church service.

“And, for those Sundays when we have the 
Lord’s Supper, we will mail in advance a kit 
with a small bottle of grape juice and a piece 
of unleavened bread,” the pastor commented.

T.V. Pastore noted that they were now 
ready to receive members by transfer of let
ter. “Also, if someone makes a profession of 
faith and calls in, I will send them ‘do-it- 
yourself’ baptism instructions.”

Cicero observed that Pastore had thought of 
everything.

“Almost,” he responded. “Our project has 
been delayed until my last invention. I have 
now perfected a small box which sits on the 
member’s television set. During the offering, 
the member simply puts his bank credit card 
in the slot and types out the amount he wants 
transferred from his bank account to mine.”
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.detteno to- t^e ScUlot...
Letters on any religion-related subject are welcomed. Letters of over 300 words 
will not be used. Other letters may be shortened at the discretion of the editor. 
No unsigned letters will be printed, but writer’s name will be withheld for 
sufficient reason. Letters must contain complete address.

Answers 'rock' letter
Dear editor:

The youth of Greene Hills Baptist Church 
would like to answer the letter to the editor 
(March 26) concerning the dislike of a rock 
beat at the Youth Evangelism Conference.

Our Bible study group has researched the 
Scriptures and would like to submit to you the 
following references: I Chronicles 15:16, 28; 
16:42; 35:5^11 Chronicles 7:6; 29:25. Ephe
sians 5:19. Ezra 3:10. Nehemiah 12:27. 
Psalms 66:1-2; 81:1-2; 95:1-3; 98:6; 150.

We feel that these Scriptures prove that the 
music at the conference was God’s music, in 
God’s way, and the Holy Spirit was present to 
those who allowed His presence.

An improvement for our Youth Evangelism 
Conference would be more dedicated leaders 
who would see to it that their youth are in their 
seats and listening to the messages 
presented. Many sections were disturbed by 
the constant movement of unchaperoned 
young people.

Youth Bible Study Group
Greene Hills Baptist Church
Rt. 3
Greeneville, TN 37743

Not print all letters
Dear editor:

I realize your policy is to print all letters, if 
they meet the requirements. However, I feel 
if the editor had spent the last few weeks with 
me, agonizing, crying (literally) with some of 
the very problems that were mentioned by the 
dear misguided brother in the letter entitled 
“Holy Spirit needed” (March 12), you would 
not have printed it.

What the gentlemen was writing about is 
what is tearing up many of our churches to
day. I vehemently disagree as to the implica
tion by the dear person that we, in this 
denomination, are not preaching the “full 
story.”

Any pastor who has been through this in his 
church could plainly read between the lines of 
this dear brother. My suggestion to him is to 
leave his church and go somewhere he feels 
the “fully story” is being told.

In referring to the passage in Isaiah 53 and 
Matthew 8:16-17, this dear misguided person 
was implying the doctrine that these two 
passages make the claim that the atonement 
was not only for the justification of sin, but it 
also provides, through faith, the total and con
tinued healing of the body. In other words, the 
Christian never has to suffer illness or disease 
ever again.

If this were true, we could indeed fill our 
churches and win the world for Christ over
night! However, any real student of God’s 
whole Word knows that this is not true.

I am begging you, dear editor, not to print 
any letter that smacks of this implication be
ing raised in the letter of March 12. If you do 
so, you will be adding fuel to a fire that is bur
ning across our country and is destroying 
many good churches.

(Name withheld by editor at writer’s re
quest)

Ways to involvement
Dear editor,

We are all faced with the crisis that every 
day thousands of people wither away and die 
from starvation. Almost one-third of the 
babies in this world perish from hunger 
before the age of five. We who have so much 
must help. Here are a few ways each of us can 
help:

1. Become informed and participate in 
hunger projects.

2. Give regularly and sacrificially to hunger 
organizations. Two suggested groups are: 
World Hunger Fund, Foreign Mission Board 
SBC, Box 6597, Richmond, VA. 23230, or, send 
to your local American Red Cross with the 

money designated for Cambodian Relief.
3. Skip a meal a week and give the money to 

hunger relief.
4. Pray for those trying to do something 

about the problem, and ask forgiveness for 
our over-indulgence and wastefulness.

5. Tear off used postage stamps and send 
them to the Salvation Army, Box 2040, in 
Louisville, KY. 40201. Those people in 
Louisville sell these used stamps to stamp 
distributors and send the money to feed peo
ple in Bangladesh. Be careful to not tear the 
stamps. (220 regular stamps will provide one 
meal).

6. Develop a hunger group to study hunger 
and do money-raising projects for hunger 
relief.

7. Join Bread for the World. It is a Christian 
political-action organization to help the 
hungry. Their address is: 207 E. 16th. St., New 
York, NY 10003.

8. Feed pets tablescraps, rather than com
mercial pet foods which are made from 
foodstuffs edible by people.

9. Reduce our standard of living. We 
Americans are only one-sixth of the world’s 
population, yet we consume 40% of the 
world’s resources.

For more information, write for a copy of 
the article, “What One Person Can Do About 
World Hunger” available from the SBC 
Brotherhood Commission, 1548 Popular Ave., 
Memphis, TN 38104.

Ridge Cullum
6721 Alkison Ln.
Knoxville, TN. 37921

Other nations fell
Dear editor:

Nations, richer and more powerful in their 
day than we are in this, have been sabotaged; 
defeated, enslaved.

Babylon was the largest and richest nation 
of its time, but its lust for luxury made it an 
easy mark for the Medes and Persians who 
overran it and divided its land and enslaved 
the people.

Rome was a greater military power than 
we ever were, but when free bread and cir
cuses became more important to the people 
than hard work and patriotism, Rome was in
vaded and looted by the tougher Vandals.

The Incas were the most civilized, richest 
people in the Americas, but ruthless, better 
armed invaders destroyed them as a nation 
and looted everything they owned and had 
spent generations in creating.

In every case it was the self-indulgent 
weakness of the victims which made the vic
tory of the invader easy.

How strong is a nation which allows foreign 
competitors to capture the world leadership 
from one after another of its most vital in
dustries?

How virile is a nation which allows this and 
that group to decide not to fight the enemy?

How wise is a nation which gives away so 
much of its substance abroad and at home 
that it can no longer afford to keep up its own 
strength and protection?

How weak is a nation which allows 
bureaucracy and a socialist philosophy to run 
riot and squander billions?

How intelligent is a nation more careful to 
protect the criminal than his victim?

Undoubtedly there were Babylonians, 
Romans, Incas who warned against overin
dulgence and weakness, who warned that 
each citizen is responsible for his nation, and 
that responsibility cannot be shrugged off 
onto officials. But to those who warned of im
pending trouble, there was then as now the 
smug sneer, “It can’t happen here.” But it 
did.

Louise Whitson
Rt. 2
Tiptonville, TN 38079

Mr. and Mrs. Browning Boone Mr. and Mrs. David Cheyne

Two Tennessee couples named
as foreign missionaries

ALEXANDRIA, La.—Two couples with 
Tennessee connections were among 25 per
sons named missionaries by the Southern 
Baptist Foreign Mission Board in front of the 
largest gathering of Louisiana Southern Bap
tists in history.

About 7,500 persons gathered in the Rapides 
Parish Coliseum in Alexandria to see the first 
Foreign Mission Board appointment service 
ever held in the state.

Mr. and Mrs. David L. Cheyne were ap
pointed as missionaries to the Winward 
Islands where he will be a general evangelist 
and she will be a church and home worker. 
Mrs. Cheyne, formerly Kim Watkins, was 
born in Nashville.

Mr. and Mrs. Hal Browning Boone will be 
special project workers in Uganda where he 
will be a physician and she will be a church 
and home worker. The Boones lived in Mem
phis while he was attending the University of 
Tennessee Center for Health Service.

Cheyne currently teaches in the Southeast 
Asian Refugee Program in Fort Worth, Tex. 
Born in Fort Worth, Cheyne spent most of his 
early life in Rhodesia and Ethiopia where his 
parents, Mr. and Mrs. John R. Cheyne, were 
Southern Baptist missionaries. His father is 
now associate consultant for relief ministries 
at the Foreign Mission Board.

He is a graduate of Ouachita Baptist 
University, Arkadelphia, Ark., and 
Southwestern Baptist Theological Seminary, 
Fort Worth.

Cheyne was a Foreign Mission Board mis
sionary journeyman in Kenya and a summer 
missionary in Illinois under the Southern Bap
tist Home Mission Board and Southwestern 
seminary.

Mrs. Cheyne, though born in Nashville, 
grew up in Baltimore. She is a graduate of 
Colorado Women’s College, Denver, and 
Southwestern seminary. She also was a sum
mer missionary in Illinois under the Home 
Mission Board and Southwestern seminary.

The Cheynes will go to Pine Mountain, Ga., 
in September for a 12-week orientation before 
leaving for the field.

Boone is a general practitioner in 
Pasadena, Tex. His parents, Mr. and Mrs. 
Hal B. Boone, the first missionaries to Ugan
da, took medical retirement from service in 
Kenya in 1979. His sister, Susan Goodgame, 
was appointed a missionary to Uganda in 
November 1979, and another sister, Cathy 
Schellenberg, is a Southern Baptist mis
sionary to Kenya.

RoEllen calls Kevin jParsons
Kevin S. Parsons has accepted the call of 

the RoEllen Baptist Church in Dyer Baptist 
Association. He formerly served as pastor of 
the Barker’s Chapel Baptist Church in 
Crockett County.

A ministerial student, Parsons is a native of 
Memphis. Mrs. Parsons has been a secretary 
in the Mission Center of Madison-Chester 
Association of Baptists in Jackson.

Born in Austin, Tex., he lived in Fort Worth 
and Pasadena, Tex., and in Tanzania, while 
growing up. He is a graduate of Baylor 
University, Waco, Tex., and the University of 
Texas Health Science Center, Dallas.

Mrs. Boone, the former Linnea Johnson, 
was born in Philadelphia, Pa., but also lived 
in Collingswood, N.J., and in Kenya, where 
her parents were missionaries. She attended 
Presbyterian-University of Pennsylvania 
Medical Center, Philadelphia, and achieved 
registered nurse standing by examination. 
She has been a nurse in Waco, Memphis and 
Dallas.

The Boones have three sons.

| Personal j
I perspective a

ft BY TOM MADDEN ft 
□ TBC executive secretary 0 - * -J

In a recent worship service, a splendid 
young man came to place his membership in 
the local church. As the sensitive pastor was 
counseling with him. he asked the question, 
“Are you backsliden?” The forthright, 
spiritually concerned young man answered, 
“No sir, I'm not 
backsliden. I have 
avalanched.” His 
answer was so fresh 
that it set off a train of 
thought in my mind.

My thought turned 
to Simon Peter. He 
was so close to the 
Christ when our Lord 
said, “Blessed art thou 
Simon Barjona: for 
flesh and blood hath Madden
not revealed it unto thee, but my Father 
which is in heaven.” It wasn’t but a short 
while later that the same disciple was deny
ing he ever knew the Christ, profaning His 
name, identifying with Satan’s crowd, and 
following at a far distance. Obviously, Peter 
had avalanched. True, there may have been 
such definite steps that led him to the place 
where he would weep when he heard the cock 
crow. Nevertheless, it did happen so very 
quickly.

However, another thought follows this; and 
that is, if one does avalanche, one can also be 
restored to a warm fellowship with the Christ 
so very quickly. It wasn’t long after Simon 
Peter followed the Christ a far off and denied 
that he knew Him, that he wa&preaching with 
great power, conviction, and eloquence at the 
Day of Pentecost.

I’m grateful for the great love of our Lord. 
Even while we may “avalanche,” He follows 
us, prays for us, and brings us again into a 
right fellowship with Him.
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Wells in Upper Volta offer
survival hope

By Mike Livingston
TENKOUDOUGOU, Upper Volta (BP) — 

South of the Sahara Desert in West AFrica 
where drought is perennial, Southern Baptists 
are about to plunge in to bring the people a 
permanent water supply.

Villagers around Tenkoudougou in the cen
tral part of Upper Volta may depend more 
upon rainfall for survival than any other peo
ple an ,where. Enough rain falls in the area to 
make a crop—if the rain falls at the right 
time.

That s a big “if” in this area because the 
rain must fall at just the right stages as crops 
mature. Frequently nearly all the rain falls at 
once and the dry soil sucks it up so fast that 
everything shrivels and dies. No crops can be 
produced again until the next year—maybe.

But at its April board meeting the Southern 
Baptist Foreign Mission Board appropriated 
$35,000 for two deep-drilled wells in the 
Tenkoudougou area.

The wells—one in the village and one 
several miles away where Southern Baptist 
missionaries in Upper Volta hope a dam can 
be constructed—are only the beginning of a 
project that could take years to complete and 
a million dollars to finance.

“After the wells are in, we hope it proves 
feasible to construct a dam and make a 
sizeable lake,” says John Mills, board 
secretary for West Africa. “If we do that 
there can be some irrigation, some fish farm
ing, and some development of the villages

Missionary to Spain 
dies of cancer at 51

HOUSTON (BP)—Thomas L. Law Jr., 
Southern Baptist missionary to Spain, died of 
cancer April 3 at Methodist Hospital in 
Houston, Tex. Law was 51 years old.

Services were held April 5 at South Main 
Baptist Church, Houston, followed by 
graveside services in Cameron, Tex.

Law, who had served as a field evangelist in 
Spain since 1964, had flown from Spain to 
Houston on Jan. 19, and was operated on for 
cancer four days later. He was released from 
the her' '! and began receiving chemo
therapy treatment before re-entering the 
hospital March 20.

A Texan, Law was born in Houston and also 
lived in Wharton and Bryan. Before he was 
appointed by the Southern Baptist Foreign 
Mission Board in 1962, he had been 
superintendent of missions for the Lower Rio 
Grande Baptist Association.

Previously, he had served in Cuba with the 
Southern Baptist Home Mission Board for 
eight years, working among British West In
dians, Americans, and Cubans. During that 
time he was pastor of two English-language 
churches and a Spanish-language mission and 
taught in the Cuban Baptist Theological 
Seminary.

Survivors include his wife, Betty Freeman 
Law, also a missionary to Spain, and four 
sons, Dick, Charles, Stephen, and Tom III, a 
Southern Baptist missionary to Paraguay.

Cothen returns home 
following surgery

NASHVILLE (BP)—Southern Baptist Sun
day School Board President Grady C. Cothen 
has checked out of the hospital and is reported 
progressing very well after surgery to 
remove a malignancy involving 70 percent of 
his stomach.

Doctors say the surgery was successful and 
they plan no further treatment for Cothen, 
who is recuperating at home. He’s gaining 
strength, eating regular food, and walking 
around the house and yard during his first few 
days at home.

All of Cothen’s commitments were can
celled through the end of April when it 
became known that surgery was necessary. 
He’s expected to be back in the office in early 
May.

for Africans
around that area.”

But the dam is not part of the initial plans.
First, a permanent water supply will have 

to be produced for the villagers and mis
sionaries already living in the area and for 
volunteers Mills hopes will work on latter 
stages of the project.

“We’re just going to take it one step at a 
time,” he says. “We’ve got the money for two 
wells, we’ll get the people to build them, then 
we’ll go on to the next step. We feel like the 
project offers all kinds of opportunities to help 
people while we’re growing churches in the 
process.”

The Sandwabo area has 13 churches, all of 
which grew out of earlier Southern Baptist 
relief efforts in years when there were no 
crops. No one, however, can give a very ac
curate estimate of how many people the wells 
in Upper Volta will affect because of mobile 
population and indistinct village perimeters.

Mills says many wells have been dug by 
hand throughout Upper Volta, some as deep 
as 85 feet, but “what we’ve found is that the 
wells will go dry in a year or two. Then you 
have to go back in and deepen them and you 
may get one that will last, but none of them 
have been there long enough for us to know.”

He recalls that during a speaking engage
ment at a church in a similar area a woman 
invited him to see one of the hand-dug wells. 
“She was so proud of the well because that 
was the first dry season she and her children 
had not had to carry water on their heads six 
miles to their home.”

Besides funding the wells, the board will 
transfer agricultural missionary Larry Cox 
and his wife Cheryl from Ivory Coast. They 
will arrive in Upper Volta about the first of 
next year.

“When possible, we’re hoping to appoint a 
civil engineer who has some know-how about 
water resources, building, and 
development,” says Mills, adding, “he would 
also coordinate the project when we start 
bringing in volunteers from the States to work 
with our field evangelists and agriculturist.”

When the project reaches that stage it will 
need many volunteers and the cost could ap
proach $l-million or more.

But for now, Mills says, the area needs 
“those two wells because with them we can 
begin pulling the people away from that fine 
line between life and death upon which they 
live all the time.”

Mike Livingston, associate editor of Probe 
magazine, SBC Brotherhood Commission, 
wrote this during a special assignment at the 
SBC Foreign Mission Board in Richmond.

Missionaries resume 
activities in Surinam

PARAMARIBO, Surinam (BP)—Southern 
Baptist missionaries have returned to their 
normal activities following a Feb. 25 military 
coup in Surinam.

Church services, Sunday schools, and Bible 
clubs are meeting at regularly scheduled 
times. Missionaries continue, however, to 
maintain a low profile, according to mis
sionary Harold Lewis. He said the national 
military council has set up a civilian govern
ment and the country has been promised that 
changes will bring a “paradise” atmosphere 
to the former Dutch colony north of Brazil.

Certain restrictions remain, said Lewis, in
cluding a midnight to 5 a.m. curfew.

Carson-Newman grad 
begins Knoxville tenure

Bruce D. Robinson preached his first ser
mon as pastor of West Lonsdale Baptist 
Church, Knoxville, on April 6. He is a former 
pastor of Royce Baptist Church, Oak Ridge, 
where he served for 10 years.

A native of Middlesboro, Ky., Robinson is a 
1976 magna cum laude graduate of Carson- 
Newman College in Jefferson City. Currently, 
he is continuing his education with the 
Seminary Extension Department of the 
Southern Baptist Convention.

4

GUEST HOST ON ’COUNTRY CROSSROADS’—George Hamilton IV, country music 
entertainer, is currently appearing as guest-host on "Country Crossroads," a 
radio program produced by the Southern Baptist Radio and Television Commis
sion. The program features top name country artists singing their hits and sharing 
their Christian experiences. Hamilton joins regular hosts Jerry Clower, country 
music personality, and Bill Mack, of Fort Worth, country music disc jockey.

Entertainer George Hamilton IV 
packs guitar, Christian beliefs

By Renee Wash
FORT WORTH, Tex. (BP)-Whether it’s 

bringing country music into areas where it’s 
not played or introducing Christ to people who 
haven’t heard the gospel, entertainer George 
Hamilton IV is a “hopeless pioneer at heart.”

Hamilton is currently appearing as guest 
host on “Country Crossroads,” the country 
music interview radio program produced by 
the Southern Baptist Radio and Television 
Commission. He joins regular host Jerry 
Clower, country comedian, and Bill Mack of 
Fort Worth, country music disc jockey.

During an interview while in Fort Worth to 
tape “Country Crossroads,” Hamilton said he 
likes the subtle approach the program takes 
to tell people about Christ. He called it a “gen
tle way to get the word across.”

Hamilton talked about the many places his 
concerts have taken him and said he 
witnesses to people wherever he is. “I just 
pack up my guitar and my Christian beliefs 
and I’m ready to go.” '

“I’m not a preacher or an evangelist,” 
Hamilton confessed. “I’m just pickin’ and 
grinnin’ and singin’ the truth.”

Hamilton has introduced both country 
music and Christ to areas where both are 
strangers. He was the first American country 
music singer to perform in the Soviet Union.

“It was a kind of ground-breaking exercise 
to see if the Russian people would accept 
country music,” Hamilton said. “I went in 
March 1974 with just my guitar and the tape of 
the Grand Ole Opry and toured universities 
over there. By September a whole group of 
country singers had organized concert tours 
in the Soviet Union.”

Although Hamilton called country music a 
“distinctly American art form,” he said he 
wasn’t surprised that it’s been accepted so 
well in other countries. “After all, country 
music is a form of folk music and folk music 
gets its name because it is the music of the 
people. It’s simple, direct, and easy to relate 
to,” he explained.

Hamilton, who has recorded such hits as 
“Truck Driving Man,” “Abilene,” “Break 
My Mind,” “Early Morning Rain,” and 
“She’s a Little Bit Country,” developed his 
love for country music, like his strong 
religious beliefs, as a child growing up in 
North Carolina.

“We were typical mountain folk,” Hamilton 
recalled. “We listened to the Grand Ole Opry 

on Saturday nights, and went to church on 
Sundays.”

But unlike his straightforward way of 
witnessing for Christ, Hamilton “snuck into 
country music through the back door.”

His first hit, “A Rose and a Baby Ruth,” 
was classified as a rock and roll song, so he 
was stereotyped as a rock and roll singer.

“Country music people are some of the 
friendliest people in the world, but they were 
suspicious of a so-called rock singer trying to 
break into country music and I don’t blame 
them. I was considered a johnny-come-lately 
by them because I hadn’t started out in coun
try music,” Hamilton said.

It took some time but he was finally ac
cepted by the country music world and 
became a member of the Grand Ole Opry in 
1960.

“At some point, it becomes clear you have a 
commitment. I love country music and I 
wouldn’t quit trying until I was accepted as a 
country music singer,” he said.

Hamilton’s commitment to Christ is also 
clear. He does not let his success as a singer 
interfere with his devotion to his Saviour or 
his efforts to tell others about Jesus.

“I just want to be what I believe,” he said. 
“The danger in being an entertainer is using 
your faith to help your public image. I don’t 
want that to happen to me. All I want to do is 
use my music to tell the world about Jesus 
Christ. That’s the responsibility of all com
municators, as long as you’re using your 
talents for God’s purpose, not for show.”

Hamilton shares his faith with his fellow 
performers as well as to his audiences. He 
called his co-workers “sensitive, creative 
people,” but said many of them just don’t 
believe.

“Being on the road all the time, it’s easy to 
fall from the Way because you run into all 
sorts of people. It takes a person with a strong 
commitment to hold onto his faith and to 
spread that faith to others,” he said.

There are many ways to witness, Hamilton 
said, but he found the subtle approach was 
best for him. Often, he said, he lets his music 
witness for him because “music is the inter
national language.” “Everyone understands 
it,” he said.

So when Hamilton travels on concert tours 
or sings at the Grand Ole Opry or appears on 
“Country Crossroads,” he’s not just pickin' 
and grinnin’, he’s also singing for Christ.
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Our People and Churches Baylor students shocked
PEOPLE...

Rutledge Baptist Church, Rutledge, li
censed Kevin D. Collins to preach recently.. 
The son of Mr. and Mrs. Michael Collins, he is 
a sophomore at Cumberland College in 
Williamsburg, Ky. Herman J. Ellis is pastor 
at Rutledge.

J.A. Harness and Edgbert Bailey were 
honored recently by members of Northern 
Association. Harness was recognized for hav
ing attended the Northern and Clinton 
Association meetings 62 of the past 63 years. 
He attended his first in 1916. Bailey has at
tended associational meetings annually for 
the past 55 years. Also honored was former 
moderator Horace J. Dyer.

Members of Central Baptist Church, Chat
tanooga, burned a mortgage on the sanctuary 
recently. Participating in the service were: 
J.E. Lawrence, Willard Sisson, Pastor Jerry 
Songer, Gale Franks, C.A. Parks, and Ray
mond Hale. Songer stated that the church has 
been paying on the debt for 17 years.

Jack Sinclair was ordained to the gospel 
ministry by Holly Grove Baptist Church, 
Haywood Association, last month. Wayne 
Foropoulos preached the ordination sermon. 
H.B. Woodward spoke also. Sinclair is serving 
as interim pastor at Johnson Grove Baptist 
Church in the same association.

Deacon ordination services were held 
recently at Oakland Baptist Church, Grainger 
Co. Association. The men ordained included: 
Norman Acuff, David Hodges, and Avery 
Turley. Edwin Crawford delivered the ordina
tion message; and J.R. Stallings, director of 
missions in the association, brought the 
charge to the church.

Hubbard Allen Smith was licensed to the 
gospel ministry by Reelfoot Baptist Church in 
Troy recently. Henry Callison is pastor.

First Baptist Church in Tiptonville or
dained Sidney Ashmore, Raymond Goodgine, 
William Stepp, Joseph Sturdivant, and Robert 
Earl Gooch as deacons. The charge was given 
by Ray Allison, chairman of deacons; and the 
ordination sermon was delivered by Pastor 
Jerry Paul.

Concord Baptist Church, Chattanooga, or
dained Ray Coskery and Joe Duncan as 
deacons last month. Bob Segrest is pastor.

R.L. Howard and Charles Vaughn were or
dained as deacons at Third Baptist Church in 
Murfreesboro. F. Murray Mathis is pastor.

Richard Smith, pastor of Glendale Baptist 
Church, Nashville, was honored recently on 
the occasion of his 10th anniversary as 
minister to that congregation. A reception 
was held at Acklen Hall on the Belmont Col
lege campus.

LEADERSHIP...
Richard Wilson was called recently to 

Trinity Baptist Church in Knoxville, where he 
will serve as minister of youth. He has been a 
member of North Knoxville Baptist Church. 
Billy J. Edmonds is pastor at Trinity.

Steve Wright was called as minister to 
singles and young marrieds at Leawood Bap
tist Church in Memphis. Wright is a student at 
Mid-America Baptist Theological Seminary 
in that city.

First Baptist Church in Nashville extended 
a call to David Parks Lewis, a graduate of 
Southwestern Baptist Theological Seminary, 
to serve as minister of recreation. Lewis, who 
earned the master’s degree in religious 

education, is a graduate of Georgia State 
University in Atlanta and served formerly at 
Second Ponce de Leon Baptist Church in 
Atlanta and Travis Avenue Baptist Church, 
Fort Worth. He joined the Nashville staff this 
month. In other action, the church called 
Carolyn Jenkins as part-time director of 
youth ministry. H. Franklin Paschall is 
pastor.

CHURCHES...
The Hillcrest Baptist Church, Clarksville, 

completed the remodeling of its auditorium. 
Included in the work was the installation of a 
ceiling, wood paneling, colored window 
panels, and carpeting. The church retired its 
bonded indebtedness in October 1979 having 
paid off more than $120,000.00 in seven and 
one-half years, and increased its mission 
percentage giving from less than three per
cent in 1971 to more than 15 percent in 1980. 
The remodeling was on a pay as you go basis 
with no indebtedness incurred. Future plans 
include the purchase of pews as soon as funds 
are available. Marvin E. Hines has been 
pastor of Hillcrest since February 1972.

Grace Baptist Church, Elizabethton, 
reported a gift of $10,000.00 to their building 
fund toward the finishing of the second floor 
of their new education building. They also 
received a gift of a new grand piano for the 
sanctuary. Leslie L. Bruce, is pastor.

★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★ 
* * 
* Citizen’s Corner J 

By Jerry M. Self 
Public affairs and Christian life 

consultant
Tighten your belts. The recession is com

ing!
President Carter and the Congress will 

spend the next five months fine tuning the na
tional budget for 1981. They are responsible 
for determing the income and outgo of over 
$600-billion. Inflation, 
recession, and com
peting demands for 
money by the military, 
social services, and 
various state interests 
all influence the course 
of their budgeting pro
cess.

In the meantime, 
you have been reading 
about Gov. Alex
ander’s proposals to s«lf
the General Assembly about the Tennessee 
budget. Everyone agrees that the other 
fellow’s funds should be cut.

Recently the Tennessee Governor’s Con
ference on Families voted on the top issues af
fecting families in our state. The conference 
delegates said that inflation was the number 
one family issue. They also included govern
ment spending in the top 10 issues or concerns 
for families.

Besides choosing major issues to be ad
dressed by the White House Conference on 
Families, the Tennessee conference was 
asked to suggest solutions. For both the infla
tion issue and the concern of government 
spending, the conferees called for a balanced 
federal budget. Speaking to inflation, the 
delegates chose “teach families to conserve” 
and “tighten credit” as solutions. The issue of 
government spending prompted votes on the 
solutions “reorganize priorities” and “more 
local control of programs.”

Probably you would have selected different 
solutions, but it is likely that you have felt the 
pinch and recognize the economy is both a 
governmental and a family problem. It is 
more. It is also a religious concern. Steward
ship shows up often as a Biblical theme.

Watch the governmental budgeting pro
cesses closely. Put in your two cents’ worth 
(now valued at $12.98)!

at loss of scholarships
WACO, Tex. (BP)—Three Baylor Universi

ty students involved in the controversial 
Playboy issue are dazed after they were ad
vised their scholarships will not be renewed 
and were urged to seek an education 
elsewhere.

Two of the three students losing scholar
ships, Jeff Barton and Cyndy Slovak, were 
fired as editors of The Lariat, Baylor’s stu
dent newspaper, in February, along with 
Barry Kolar, a graduating senior.

The other student facing loss of scholarship 
is Sheri Sellmeyer, a former Lariat assistant 
editor, who resigned after the firings. She is 
current president of Sigma Delta Chi, the stu
dent journalism society on campus.

The student editors raised Baylor ad
ministrative wrath in February when they 
published two editorials supporting girls’ 
rights to pose for a Playboy photographer. A 
photographer for the magazine has since 
visited Waco to photograph Baylor coeds for a 
fall edition featuring “Girls of the Southwest 
Conference.” None of some 80 girls who 
showed up were photographed nude.

Miss Sellmeyer, a junior journalism and 
German major, said she and the other 
students were advised of the scholarship loss 
during a meeting April 3 with Loyal Gould, 
chairman of the journalism department, and 
three other faculty members.

“We hadn’t done anything in the past three 
weeks (before the scholarships were 
withdrawn)—not a thing, not a single thing 
and then, all of a sudden, we’re called on the 
carpet...and told because of our continuing ef
forts to damage the university our scholar
ships were taken away,” Barton said.

Barton said Gould gave them no specifics 
when they asked what they had done to con
tinue damaging the university. Barton said he 
feels agitation by some other students on 
campus is being blamed on him and the two 
other students.

He said the three were “urged to continue 
elsewhere at another university and were 
asked to turn in tickets to the journalism ban
quet for April 9.” The annual banquet is the 
event at which scholarships are announced 
for the coming year and journalism honors 
are awarded.

Gould said the most important reason the 
scholarships were yanked is because the ad
ministration felt that the students’ activities 
had caused a major donor to remove a 
$7,000-a-year scholarship from the journalism 
department.

Barton, who had received a $500 scholar
ship this year, was expecting to receive a 
larger amount next year. Both women had 
received $1,000 scholarships this academic 
year. Their scholarships were not contingent 
on their being a staff member of the 
newspaper.

“I don’t know what I’m going to do yet,” 
Miss Sellmeyer said. “I don’t think I can af
ford another private school. My immediate 
plans are to finish this year and then see what 
happens.”

Miss Sellmeyer, who has a 3.94 grade 
average, said she is “confused and disap-

Savannah native takes 
Manchester congregation

Savannah native Steve Bingham was called 
recently as minister to Trinity Baptist Church 
in Manchester.

Former minister of 
LaGuardo Baptist 
Church in Lebanon, 
Bingham is a graduate 
of Union University, 
Jackson, and Southern 
Baptist Theological 
Seminary, Louisville.

The congregation of 
First Baptist Church 
in Savannah licensed 
Bingham, and he was 
ordained by the Wood
land Baptist Church in Jackson. 

pointed” in Baylor.
Barton and Miss Slovak both were sur

prised that Miss Sellmeyer was a target of 
university action since she was relatively un
involved in the whole affair.

Barton said he felt her loss of scholarship 
was because Sigma Delta Chi had cancelled 
its sponsorship of Press Day in protest over 
the firings. Press Day is an annual high 
school event when prospective journalism 
students and their teachers come to Baylor.

Miss Sellmeyer had been president of 
Sigma Delta Chi one week before her scholar
ship was pulled. Sigma Delta Chi voted to 
cancel sponsorship of Press Day before she 
became president.

Barton, a fifth-generation Baylorite, said, 
“I’m leaning toward staying. I don’t feel very 
secure, but I think very highly of the universi
ty’s academic reputation. I have a lot of 
friends here. Obviously I’d like to stay.”

When McCall was asked if the students 
could return next year, he said, “Yes, they 
can return. Gould told them they could go 
someplace else if they are going to stay here 
and thumb their noses at Baylor and not 
cooperate and take advantage of the pro
gram. If they don’t feel like they can par
ticipate in the program and support it and 
benefit from it, they ought to go someplace 
else.”

McCall said he did not consider the action 
disciplinary toward the students. “We are 
just using limited school funds for those 
students who are going to support, participate 
in, and appreciate the program.”

Miss Slovak, a junior journalism and Rus
sian major, said she is angry that Baylor has 
the “nerve” to claim itself a liberal arts 
university “when it doesn’t guarantee their 
students that right.”

“We’re involved in a very tiresome situs- 
tion,” she said. “People don’t realize just how 
hard it is. They think, ‘Well, now that you are 
fired it will be easy as can be,’ but so many 
other problems are going on. There are so 
many things behind the scenes (in this situa
tion) that students don’t know about.”

Barton said he had been contacted by a 
number of people offering to help the three 
financially, but said they hadn’t decided 
whether to accept the assistance.

He feels the Playboy controversy will 
devastate the school’s reputation in profes
sional circles, although Gould disagrees with 
that, citing support for the firings.

Allen Buhler takes post 
as Lebanon minister

Allen Buhler, former pastor of Shelby 
Avenue Baptist Church in Nashville, has ac
cepted the call of Southside Baptist Church, 
Lebanon. He began his work there last month.

A native of Wilson County, Buyler served 
the Nashville church for eight years. Before 
that, he was pastor of Fairview Baptist 
Church in Lebanon and Montvue Baptist 
Church in Morristown. He also led the con
gregation of First Baptist Church in Seymour 
on an interim basis early in his career.

He is a graduate of Harrison-Chilhowee 
Baptist Academy, Seymour, and earned the 
B.A. degree from Carson-Newman College, 
Jefferson City.

Michigan pastor comes 
to lead Baptist mission

Otis Parrish, former pastor of Fellowship 
Baptist Church in Rockport, Mich., is serving 
as pastor of Lick Creek Baptist Mission, 
northwest of Linden.

The mission is an outreach ministry of First 
Baptist Church in Decaturville. Parrish, a 
native of Perry County, is supported by the 
mission and the church.

Organized in June 1978, the mission had 13 
charter members. Don Franks, pastor of the 
mother church, served as pastor initially. A 
Sunday School was organized shortly after 
the organization.

I—
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Bible Puzzle
Answers on page 10

ACROSS

1 5 J r 5 6 7 9 10 11

’2

15
L r

18 19 20

21 22

23 24 25 26 27 28

29 30 31 32

•
33 34 35

36 37

38 39 40 41 42

-
43 44 45 46

47 1 48 49

50 51 52

1 “Judas had the —” 
(John 13)

4 Fish
8 Grecian commune

12 Before
13 Weed in Matt. 13 •
14 “from — to Moses” 

(Rom. 5)
15 He told Absalom 

'2 Sam. 17:18)
16 Semite
17 — with the wind
18 O.T. book
21 Female ruff
22 What Philip did 

(Acts 8:30)
23 Post
25 Man’s nickname

26 Roman goddess
29 Month: abbr.
30 In water

(Lev. 15:22)
32 Curve
33 Honey maker
34 Time period
35 Exude
36 Babylonian god
37 Grain
38 “the lawless and —” 

(1 Tim. 1)
43 Punches
44 Table spread
45 Boston — Party
47 — Adams
48 Hue
49 Printer’s measures

CRYPTOVERSE

SHXVQJ VYD DJX KMRARD

Today’s Cryptoverse clue: V equals N

CHURCH PEW CUSHIONS
Padded seats or reversible cushions. 

Foam filled, velvet or Herculon. 
Call measurements collect for estimate' 

Mrs. J.T. Landrum, Owner
Telephone: 803-277-1658

CONSOLIDATED UPHOLSTERY
21 Dolphin St., Greenville, S.C. 29605

To change or correct 
your address

Attach in this space your address 
label found on the front page of your 
latest copy of the BAPTIST AND 
REFLECTOR. Please give your new 
address below—including your zip 
code. When changing address, please 
give two weeks notice.. Please write, 
do not call address changes to insure 
accuracy.

All correspondence relating 
to your subscription
should be accompanied. by our address 
label. If you are receiving duplicate 
copies, please send both labels.

Address all requests to:

BAPTIST AND REFLECTOR
Post Office Box 347

Brentwood, Tennessee 37027

Address _______________________

Name _________________________
Please Print

State___________Zip Code______

50 Examine
51 Fedoras
52 Law officer:abbr.,pl.

DOWN

1 Is confounded 
(Jer. 50:2)

2 King (Num. 21:1)
3 Baal-hanan

(1 Chron. 27:28)
4 Ohio, for one
5 Rabbit
6 Macaw
7 Rebekah’s nurse 

(Gen. 35:8)
8 Their god 

(Judg. 16:23)
9 “in the land of----- ” 

(IKi. 9)
10 Not a few
11 An uncle
19 Son of Bani 

(Ezra 10:34)
20 In their foreheads 

(Rev. 22:4)
23 Crowd
24 Tennis term
25 Station: abbr.
26 “ye have not —” 

(Matt. 11)
27 Geber’s father 

(1 Ki. 4:19)
28 Perform
30 Son of Merari

(1 Chron. 24:27)
31 Place (1 Ki. 4:10)
35 Storm center
36 Property
37 Vivid sights
38 County in Florida
39 Large bird
40 lamb
41 Indentation
42 Son of Ishmael 

(Gen. 25:15)
43 Airplane
46 Animal (Ex. 4:20)

High Court declines 
Mo. obscenity case

WASHINGTON (BP)-The U.S. Supreme 
Court will not disturb a ruling by the Supreme 
Court of Missouri which prevents police from 
suppressing allegedly obscene materials until 
a search warrant for their seizure is issued.

The case, Missouri v. All Star News agency, 
a St. Louis distributor of obscene films and 
magazines, involves a Missouri law providing 
for seizure and destruction of such materials. 
The law allowed police to serve the 
distributor with a notice that they were 
challenging the allegedly obscene materials 
in court. It prevented the distributor, under 
the threat of contempt of court, from remov
ing any of the challenged articles from its 
warehouse.

Also under threat of contempt, the 
distributor was forbidden to continue selling 
the materials.

Last October, the Missouri Supreme Court 
ruled that the articles had been subjected to 
an unconstitutional “prior restraint” between 
the time the notice of adversary hearing was 
served and the time the search warrant was 
issued, a period of 10 days.

Missouri Attorney General John Ashcroft 
then asked the nation’s high court to review 
that decision, claiming the First 
Amendment’s free speech clause should not 
prevent states from suppressing obscene 
materials during the brief period between fil
ing the adversary notice and obtaining the 
search warrant.

But the high court, which has long taken a 
dim view of such prior restraint laws, decided 
instead to let the Missouri ruling stand.

pulpit
By Jim Griffith

A man was reputed to own the best coon dog in East Texas and he refused all offers to 
sell the dog because it gave him status in the community.

But one day a man drove up in his big, fancy car and offered him $1,000 for the dog.
“You’ve got yourself a dog,” the East Texan said.
The purchaser handed over a $10 bill and said he’d pay the balance if the dog lived up to 

his reputation on the following Saturday.
“You don’t have to worry,” he declared, “I’ve been a steward in the Methodist church 

for 20 years.”
The East Texan let him take the dog, but two Saturdays passed and he saw no money 

and no dog. So, on Monday he consulted his banker. “What’s a steward in the Methodist 
church?” he asked.

“Same as a deacon in a Baptist church,” the banker said.
“Oh my,” the man exclaimed, “I’ve done lost my dog!”

A disturbed church
By Herschel H. Hobbs

“Now I beseech you ... that ye be not soon 
shaken in mind, or be troubled.” — 2 
Thessalonians 2:1-2

2 Thessalonians 1:1-12 is perhaps the most 
difficult passage in the New Testament to in
terpret. William Barclay notes that Paul uses 
language and thoughts which were clear to 
his readers, but which are obscure to us. 
Paul dealt with the Lord’s return in 1 
Thessalonians 4:12-5:11. But certain 
developments soon thereafter had disturbed 
the church greatly. So now he treats it in 
greater detail.

The apostle begins by begging his readers 
to remain steadfast “by (huber, concerning) 
the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ, and by 
(concerning) our gathering together unto 
him.” He had talked about this in his former 
letter (1 Thess .4:15-17). But the present situa- 
tion in Thessalonica made this plea 
necessary.

“Coming” translates parousias (para, 
alongside, ousia, being), a being alongside or 
presence. It was used of a ruler visiting any 
part of his realm. Thus it came to be used of 
the Lord’s return, the King’s appearing to or 
presence with his people. “Gathering 
together” renders episunagoges. Note the 
word “synagogue,” a place where Jews were 
led together (sun, with ago, to lead) for wor
ship. The Christian equivalent is ekklesia, 
assembly or church. Here it refers to the Lord 
gathering his people at his return.

The substance of Paul’s plea is to the end 
that his readers “be not quickly shaken,” or 
“be not troubled.” “Shaken” (aorist passive 
form) means to be agitated or caused to totter 
like a reed before the wind (Matt. 11:7). It 
may also refer to a sea tossed by wind and 
wave. “Troubled” (present passive form) 
denotes a state of nervous excitement. The 
aorist form of “shaken” points to an initial 
shock; the present tense of “troubled” 
denotes a continuing effect of nervous excite
ment. But about what?

Someone other than Paul had stirred up the 
church by a false report relative to the second 
coming. The source of this is threefold: spirit, 
word, letter “as from us.” These quoted 
words probably refer only to the last two. 
“Spirit” suggests someone who claimed to 
have a new revelation from God relative to 
the Lord’s return. “Word” probably denotes 
someone reporting a supposed private con
versation with Paul. “Letter” means a forged 
letter. Both “word” and “letter” claimed 
Paul as the source. But falsely, of course.

The substance of all this was “that the day 
of Christ is at hand.” The verb rendered “is at 
hand” is a perfect tense of one meaning to 
stand in or near. The perfect tense means that 
this day already “has come” (RSV). The New 
English Bible reads “alleging that the Day of 
the Lord is already here.” These two transla
tions are better than the King James Version 
(see also J.B. Rotherham, The Emphasized 
New Testament and The Twentieth Century 
New Testament).

It is no wonder that these people were 
disturbed. If the Lord’s return for his own had 
already taken place, their being alive in 
Thessalonica meant that they were left 

behind — so were not his people. What group 
of believers would not be shocked and in a 
continuing state of nervous excitement?

Of interest is the fact that beginning with 
this letter Paul signed them as evidence that 
they came from him (2 Thess. 3:17).

Devotional

Discouragement
By Woody Parker

We are living in days of turmoil! 
Discouragement is a natural response to our 
present world order. Discouragement, 
however, is not a healthy emotion for the 
maturing Christian. While we are all 
sometimes discouraged about various mat
ters, the ideal is to live 
a positive life of en
couragement.

In a familiar verse 
of Scripture, Romans 
8:28 (NASB), Paul 
states, “And we know 
that God causes all 
things to work 
together for good to 
those who love God, to 
those who are called 
according to His pur- Porker 
pose.” God can take a bad circumstance and 
turn it into something good. As the Gaither 
song expresses, “...And He made something 
beautiful of my life.”

He continues daily to make something 
beautiful of our lives. It is a continuing pro
cess. Circumstances may bring a new case of 
discouragement, but God can take those ugly 
circumstances and turn them into something 
good if we let Him. Therefore, one of the ways 
to overcome discouragement is to ask for 
God’s help and claim the promises of His 
goodness.

A second way of overcoming discourage
ment is to encourage others. Sound strange? 
The next time you feel discouraged, go and 
visit someone you know who is hospitalized, 
lonely, or shut-in. Try to lift his spirits in spite 
of how you feel at the moment. You will pro
bably feel more encouraged about your cir
cumstances by helping others through 
discouraging moments.

A third way of overcoming discouragement 
is to attack it. Get to the root cause of the pro
blem. A good question to ask ourselves when 
we feel any negative emotion is, “Why do I 
feel this way?” The answers to such a ques
tion can be extremely revealing if we are 
honest with ourselves.

A fourth way to overcome discouragement 
is to make a list of positive items concerning 
the circumstances. For example, you may 
have to enter the hospital for a week. Your list 
of positive items might include: more time 
for needed rest, prayer, Bible reading, and 
the discovery that many people really do care 
about you.

Add your own thoughts to the list I have 
started and perhaps you will be better 
equipped to cope with your next discouraging 
circumstances.

Parker is minister of education and ac
tivities at Lincoya Hills Baptist Church, 
Nashville.
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GOLD MEDAL WINNERS—The 60 children at Bellevue Baptist Church, Memphis, 
who memorized 40 Scripture verses and the books and divisions of the Bible, 
display the gold medals they received.

Bellvue awards 60 gold medals 
for children's Bible memory work

MEMPHIS — About 60 fifth and sixth 
graders at Bellevue Baptist Church here were 
awarded gold medals recently at a banquet in 
their honor.

Discipline and hard work were required to 
achieve the goal—memorizing 40 Scripture 
verses and the books and divisions of the Bi
ble in six months. The gold medals were a sur
prise.

“Bearing The Torch of God’s Word” was 
this year’s theme for the Bible Searchers 
Memory Plan emphasis conducted for the 
fifth year at Bellevue and directed by 
Catherine Prewitt, minister of childhood 
education.

The plan was launched last October when 
high school track athlete Everette Hatcher HI 
appeared in 10 older children’s Sunday School 
departments carrying a torch and speaking 
on the importance of Scripture memorization.

Developed by the Southern Baptist Sunday 
School Board’s Sunday School department, 
the memory plan enables children to earn 
recognition on three levels—achievement, 
learning 25 verses; advancement, 25 verses 
and the books and divisions of the Bible; ex
cellence, 40 verses and the Bible books and 
divisions.

At Bellevue, 48 children reached the first 
level, 20, the second, and 60, the third. To sup
port the Olympic theme, the three levels were 
renamed spark, torch, and eternal flame.

Mrs. Prewitt emphasized that participants 
choose to enroll in the plan. “We do not 
pressure any boy or girl,” she said.

After signing up, participants are required 
to earn booklets containing the memory work 
by learning the October verses. If the booklets 
are lost, the children are required to buy a

Ministry.
Is it a matter of degree?
The way we see it, it’s a matter of competence. Every minister needs to 
be able to do those things required of his position. Yet almost every 
minister recognizes within himself certain areas that need strengthen
ing. The minister without a college or seminary degree may feel this 
more strongly than others.
The Southern Baptist Convention, through its six seminaries, has 
established the Seminary Extension Department to provide help at 
these points. For details about the variety of ministry-related courses 
available through correspondence study, write:

Seminary Extension Home Study Institute 
Southern Baptist Convention Building 
460 James Robertson Parkway 
Nashville, TN 37219
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replacement. Fewer than five or six booklets 
per year turn up missing.

Mrs. Prewitt directs the annual emphasis 
with the solid support of the pastor, Adrian 
Rogers, who attended the banquet.

“There is nothing that I hold in higher 
priority in working with children than 
teaching them to memorize Scriptures,” he 
said. “I am firmly convinced that Scriptures 
stored in the mind as a child will bear fruit 
throughout a lifetime.”

At the end of the six-month emphasis on 
Scripture memorization, Mrs. Prewitt laun
ches the children’s Bible drill plan developed 
by the board’s church training department.

She begins the Bible drill training with a 
retreat. Again, participation is based solely 
on choice. In 1979, 41 of the Tennessee state 
Bible drill competition winners were alumni 
of Mrs. Prewitt’s training efforts at Bellevue.

CHURCH FURNITURE 
From Factory to Church 

RAINSVILLE CHURCH PEW 
COMPANY

220 Rainbow Avo., S.W. 
Rainsville, Ala. 35986 

Phone 205-638-2467 or 638-3882 
We upholster existing pews.

Church Furnishings
Pews, Pulpit and Chancel Furniture

Phone 704/322-8380
Dept. J. P.O. Drawer 2187 

Hickory, North Carolina 28601

Two Tennesseans receive honors
during National BSU convention

Irene Turner, city-wide director of Baptist 
Student Union work in Nashville, was honored 
recently during special ceremonies at the Na
tional Baptist Student Union Convention in 
Memphis.

Her duty with the Nashville schools, in
cluding Fisk University, Meharry University, 
Tennessee State University, and American 
Baptist Theological Seminary, began in 1953 
under the Tennessee Baptist missions depart
ment. In 1961, she was appointed as a student 
worker by the Home Mission Board, and the 
local work was directed by the Nashville Joint 
Committee. Last year, her work was trans
ferred to the TBC student department.

In other action at the convention, students 
commissioned 50 persons to serve as summer 
missionaries through the Home Mission 
Board or the BSU; elected a Birmingham 
Baptist College student as president of the 
group and a Nashville student as treasurer; 
and gave the title of Miss BSU to an Arkansas 
student.

Irving Ward, a student at Birmingham Bap
tist College, Birmingham, Ala. will succeed 
Lawrence E. Haley, a student at Arkansas 
Baptist College, Little Rock, as president. 
William A. Johnson, American Baptist 
Theological Seminary, Nashville, is 
treasurer.

In competition for the title of Miss BSU, 
Mary Williams, a student at Henderson State 
University, Arkadelphia, Ark., won the 
talent-based event over 30 other young 
women.

The conference attracted more than 1,641 
students from 107 campuses in 20 states. Ten
nessee had 177 students present.

The gospel choir competition drew 22 en
tries, including two from Tennessee, with 
Henderson State University winning the large 
choir division and the University of Arkansas 
at Little Rock the small choir division.

Other new officers of the national student 
groups are Carolyn Gordon of the University 
of Missouri, Columbia, vice-president; Penny 
Hildreth of the University of Montevallo, 
Montevallo, Ala., secretary; Gloria Firmin of 
Dillard University, New Orleans, faculty ad
visor; and Mikel Robinson of Kentucky State

Tennessee Baptists 
Remember Mother's Day Is 

For Children Too....
Mother's Day Offering Goal - $500,000

TENNESSEE BAPTIST CHILDREN'S HOMES, INC.
Evans B. Bowen, Executive Director-Treasurer 
P. O. Box 347, Brentwood, Tennessee, 37027
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University, Frankfort, pastoral advisor.
Several Tennessee BSU directors led con

ferences, including Sam Carothers, Austin 
Peay State University in Clarksville; Dan 
Haskins, Tennessee Tech University, 
Cookeville ; Jimmy Joseph, Middle Tennessee 
State University, Murfreesboro; Bob Hall, 
University of Tennessee at Knoxville; and 
Ronnie Hawkins, Memphis State University.

LIFE IS WORTH YOUR BEST
Clifton J. Allen

Clearly and skillfully, this author 
writes about the best of life. He of
fers encouragement, challenge, and 
helpful guidance for qualitative liv
ing, for finding meaning joy, and 
usefulness in daily life, and for an 
intimate understanding of the values 
of the Christian faith. (Large type)

Clifton J. Allen is retired as editor
ial secretary of The Sunday School 
Board and was author of Broadman's 
Points for Emphasis for twenty-one 
years

Discover with Dr Allen that—
LIFE IS WORTH YOUR BEST

Paper, S3 95
At your Baptist Book Store

EROADMAN



April T6, 1980
Page 10 Baptist and Reflector

BIBLE BOOK SERIES
Lesson for April 20

UNIFORM LESSON SERIES
Lesson for April 20

Provisions for cleansing
By Jerry Foust, pastor 

Mt. Tirzah Baptist Church, Newbern
Basic Passage: Leviticus 11:1 to 17:16 
Focal Passage: Leviticus 16:3,5,7-22,31

Looking for the promise
By William L. Blevins, professor of religion 

Carson-Newman College, Jefferson City
Basic Passages: II Peter and Jude
Focal Passage: II Peter 3:3-13

Today we continue the general theme “laws 
for a Holy Nation.” The most important 
chapter in Leviticus, chapter 16, provides in
structions for the Day of Atonement, a day 
when the nation, its leaders, and its sanctuary 
were cleansed and made acceptable to God. 
The Day of Atonement 
is the only Old Testa
ment ritual which 
receives an elaborate 
treatment in the New 
Testament. Hebrews 9 
deals with the central 
elements of the Day of 
Atonement.

The Day of Atone
ment, also known as 
Yom Kippur, was the
great annual fast Fou»t
day of Judaism. It was instituted by Moses 
and began on the tenth day of Tishri, the 
seventh month of the Hebrew calendar. On 
this particular day, the high priest entered 
the holy of holies to atone for his own sin and 
for the sins of all Israel for the past year. The 
day actually began with a fast on the evening 
of the ninth day, at sunset, and lasted until the 
evening of the next day (Lev. 23:32). Because 
it was a sabbath day of rest, people were to 
abstain from eating, drinking, washing, 
annointing, and putting on sandals. This day 
was so important and influential that it has 
been described as the “Good Friday of the Old 
Testament.”

Simply stated, the Day of Atonement had a 
three-fold purpose. First, the priest entered 
the holy of holies to make atonement for 
himself. Second, he made an atonement for 
all the priests and cleansed and purified the 
temple (w!6,18,33). Third, the whole ritual 
came to be regarded more generally as an act 
of atonement for Israel as a whole (v33).

The sacrifice for the priest and the 
purification of the temple (16:1-6,11-14,33) 
Chapter 16 begins with the phrase “The 

Lord spoke to Moses,” a term used 36 times in 
Leviticus. Moses was instructed to tell Aaron, 
his brother, to make preparation to enter the 
holy place and offer a “bull as a sin offering, 
and a ram for a burnt offering for himself” 
(vv.3,6). Before Aaron could do anything for 
the people in the act of atonement, he had to 
offer a sin offering for himself (v.6). He could 
have no unforgiven sins when he presented 
the animals for the people. Verses 16 and 33 
indicate that Aaron was to make an “atone
ment for the sanctuary, for the tent of 
meeting, and for the altar.” It is important to 
observe that only at the proper time could 
Aaron enter the holy place, and if he 
disobeyed he would die (v.2).

Verse 12 tells us of the first of four en
trances into the holy of holies by Aaron. 
Aaron was to take “a censer full of coals of 
fire from the altar before the Lord, and two 
handfuls of sweet incense beaten small; and 
he shall bring it within the veil.” Incense was 
used by the high priest to hide the place of 
God’s presence. The Broadman Commentary 
tells us that “the high priests had to take 
special precautions in the presence of God in 
the temple.” Since God was “holy” the priest 
had to be careful because he was sinful and 
unholy. By the very act of the priest, he was 
confessing his sinfulness. The priest took a 
censer of burning coals and burnt incense 
upon the altar so that the smoke of the incense 
covered the altar (vv.12-13) thus providing a 
protective cloud between the priest and the 
presence of God.

Incense, a compound of gums and spices 
from which sweet aromas arose when burned, 
was used extensively in the ritual of the tem
ple. It was regarded as a costly offering. In
cense was thought to have purifying powers 
and a sanitary influence in places of slaughter 

and sacrifice.
Next, the priest picked up the blood of his 

sin offering and entered the holy of holies for 
the second time to sprinkle it “on the front of 
the mercy seat, and before the mercy seat 
with his finger seven times” (v.14). The first 
sprinkling was for his sin, and the sevenfold 
sprinkling symbolized the complete cleansing 
of the holiest place. All of this sprinkling of 
blood was to prepare the high priest to do the 
same thing for the people.

The sacrifice for the people (16:7-10, 15-19)
Next Aaron entered the holy of holies for the 

third time with the blood of the goat marked 
for the Lord to make atonement for the peo
ple’s sin (v.15). Verses 7-10 tell us that the 
people were to bring two goats, one to be 
sacrificed as a sin offering and one to be 
driven into the wilderness to Azazel in order 
to take away the sins of the people. The pro
cedure in 15-19 in the sacrifice for the people 
is very similar to the one offered by the priest 
for himself, except the blood of a goat was 
used rather than the blood of a bull. Again, it 
is important to point out that the blood was 
sprinkled on the mercy seat symbolizing that 
true atonement could take place only in the 
presence of God and through the death of a 
goat. It was only through this means that a 
sinner could be reconciled to God.

Driving the goat into the wilderness (16:20-22)
Leviticus 16:21 calls to our attention one of 

the most interesting and unusual points of this 
day. Here we meet the “goat” that was to be 
driven into the wilderness. The Scripture says 
that Aaron was to lay "both his hands upon 
the head of the goat, and confess over him all 
the iniquities of the people of Israel, and all 
their transgressions, all their sins; and he 
shall put them upon the head of the goat, and 
send him away into the wilderness by the 
hand of a man who is in readiness (TSV). 
Please note the use of the word “all” that is 
used three times in this verse. The whole act 
symbolizes the transferring to the goat the 
sins of the people in Israel for the past year. 
From the Interpreter’s Dictionary of the Bi
ble, we learn that the “people participated in 
the goat’s departure, pulling out its wool, 
pricking it, spitting on it, and urging it to be 
gone.” The goat was led over Kidron into the 
Judean wilderness. There were stations along 
the way so that a message could be relayed 
when the goat met death. At the end of the 
route, at the edge of a cliff, the attendant tied 
an end of scarlet thread to a rock, which was 
tied to the goat’s neck, and then pushed the 
goat over the cliff to its death. The message 
was then relayed to the temple of the death of 
the goat. There is a legend that tells us that 
the scarlet thread, which was tied to the door 
of the sanctuary, turned white at the very mo
ment the goat was pushed over the cliff. This 
was a sign that the people were cleansed of 
their sins. The people would then be able to 
enter a new year free from the burden of their 
sins.

Purifying those associated with the 
sacrificial rites (16:23-28)

This ended the rites of the Day of Atone
ment. Aaron and the man who was appointed 
to take the rest of the remains of the sin and 
burnt offering to be burnt (v.27), along with 
the attendant of the scapegoat, were unclean 
and had to wash their garments before rejoin
ing the community (26). Having completed 
the burnt offering, the high priest once more 
changed to the sacred white garments to 
enter the holy of holies for the fourth and final 
time, to bring back the censer which had 
stood there throughout the entire day. All of 
this was done in one single day. After another 
year the ritual had to be done all over again. 
This then points to the truth of Hebrews 
9:11-14.

The letters of II Peter and Jude were ad
dressed to congregations which were troubled 
by a philosophy called Gnosticism. Among 
other things, this philosophy created doubts 
about some traditional 
beliefs of the church 
and attacked the 
moral values of the 
Christian community. 
The text for this 
week’s lesson reaf
firms the Christian 
belief in our Lord’s 
return at the end of 
history and relates 
that belief to how we 
are to behave in the 
meantime.

Blevins

Doubts about Jesus’ return
Christians in the first century lived on a 

steady diet of hope. Frequently, they had to 
face tremendous odds. Both society and 
government were tilted against them. Jesus 
had given them a new lease on life. Yet it 
seemed there was always someone or some 
group attempting to invalidate that lease. Our 
brothers and sisters during those years had to 
put up with hardships that are very difficult 
for us to comprehend. Because of this, they 
held firmly to God’s promises. These pro
mises enabled them to make it from one day 
to the next and to endure the forces that 
threatened to destroy them.

One of the promises which gave substance 
to the hopes of the Christians was that God 
would not abandon them to the evil world. No 
matter how dismal situations appeared, they 
were confident that right would prevail over 
wrong. The future belonged to God. Jesus had 
promised to return for them and they longed 
for that promise to become history.

Toward the end of the first century, 
however, some people in the church began to 
doubt the Lord’s return. Their doubts were 
fed by Gnosticism. They tired of waiting for 
Jesus and started living as though they would 
never have to face Jesus (II Peter 3:3). And 
they based their objection to Jesus’ return 
upon two assumptions. The first assumption 
is contained in the question, “Where is the 
promise of His coming?” (II Peter 3:4). This 
question expressed their belief that Jesus was 
not faithful to His word. He said He would 
return years before, but He had not appeared. 
Apparently, they reasbned, He had forgotten 
His promise.

The recipients of II Peter also assumed that 
the constancy of the universe negated the 
hope of Jesus’ return. From the beginning of 
time, there had been prophets of doom — per
sons who predicted the end of history. Yet 
from the dawn of creation the world continued 
to go on (II Peter 3:4). This constancy of the 
universe caused some to doubt that it would 
ever cease.

An affirmation of Jesus’ return
The author of II Peter affirmed the hope of 

Jesus’ return against all doubts to the con
trary. He confronted the belief in the constan
cy of the universe by reminding his readers 
that the world had not continued without in
terruption. The world had been destroyed by

FIBER GLASS BAPTISTRIES 
Repair Old and Build New 

Call me, home phone 615-373-0710 
A.M. ASHBAUGH or write 

P.O. Box 22894, Nashville, Tenn. 37202

National Church Furnishings, Inc. 
1123 Church Street, Suite 408 
Nashville, Tennessee 37203 

Phone (615) 254-0836
STEEPLES BAPTISTRIES

can ton free-1-800-327-9009 Ext.922 

a flood (II Peter 3:5-6). And in like manner, it 
would one day be consumed by fire (H Peter 
3:7).

The text also countered the second assump
tion which questioned God’s faithfulness to 
His Word. Indeed, it had been years since 
Jesus first promised to return. Yet His failure 
to do so did not mean He could not be trusted. 
His delay in returning resulted from the way 
He viewed time. From man’s viewpoint it had 
been a long time, but this was not true for 
God. With Him, a thousand years is as one 
day (II Peter 3:8). Furthermore, Jesus’ delay 
was an expression of His grace, not proof of 
His insincerity. Each day He does not return 
is another opportunity for people to- repent 
and be saved (II Peter 3:9). With all doubts to 
the contrary, Jesus will return. His ap
pearance may be as unexpected as a thief in 
the night, yet it will happen (II Peter 3:10).

Some implications of Jesus’ return
The hope of Jesus’ return is to be more than 

a doctrine that men study. It is to be an'incen- 
tive for proper behavior: “Seeing then that all 
these things shall be dissolved, what manner 
of persons ought you to be in holy conversa
tion and godliness?” (II Peter 3:11). The 
word translated “conversation” refers to 
one’s total lifestyle. According to the Biblical 
text, the promise of Jesus’ return should 
motivate Christians to behave in a godly man
ner (II Peter 3:11), to “look for” the day of 
His coming (II Peter 3:12), and to “hasten” 
the day of His return (II Peter 3:12). The verb 
translated “looking for” means to live in 
hope. The verb “to hasten” means that Chris
tians are to be involved in witnessing for 
Jesus while the world lasts.

Christians today still live by hope. Jesus’ 
promises still enable us to make it through 
each day. The hope of His return is not an in
centive for us to devise charts to determine 
the hour of His coming. The fact of His return 
is our cue to behave today as it we are to ac
count to Him tomorrow.

COUPLES NEEDED
to serve as group care workers caring for 
boys and girls in a live in situation at our 
campus.

Tennessee Baptist 
Children's Home

Box 519
Franklin, Tennessee 37064

Phone 615-794-6648
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DIRECT FROM THE 
FACTORY—PEWS, PULPIT 
TABLES, CHAIRS, FIBRE- 
GLASS BAPTISTRIES AND 
CLASSROOM EQUIPMENT

PHONE 615-762-2249
) BOX 429

LAWRENCEBURG, TENN. 38464
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LIFE AND WORK SERIES
Lesson for April 20

The option of singleness 
By Robert C. Burch, pastor

Calvary Baptist Church, Knoxville
Basic Passages: Genesis 1:26-28; Matthew 19:10-12; I Corinthians 7:8-9,25-40
Focal Passages: Genesis 1:26-28; Matthew 19:10-12; I Corinthians 7:8-9,25-31

The state of being single has its benefits and 
alsoits burdens. Much of the burden conies 
from the idea that the ultimate end of life is to 
be married. Therefore, for singles who are old 
enough to be married, there is the pressure 
from other people and 
from ourselves to 
“find the right one.” 
Someone has said that 
being single is the 
“purgatory of soci
ety.” But the Bible 
calls us to “not be con
formed to the world,” 
Romans 12:2; there
fore here are some 
thoughts about the 
Christian’s view of the 
single state: ,

Buren

I. The COMMENDATION of a single life (I 
Cor. 7:7-9)

Paul recommends the state of singleness. 
He sees it not as a curse, but as a gift. In Matt. 
19:10-12, Jesus also explains that being single 
is the will of God for some. Besides, it is the 
will of God for all of us to be single for part of 
our lives. From birth, we are single until we 
marry, and those who are married are com
mitted to each other only until “death us do 
part.” Even marriage is not an eternal rela
tionship. The death of a mate brings the single 
state again, “a wife is bound to her husband 
as long as he lives” (I Cor. 7:39). A dear 
friend, Miss Bertha Smith, has never mar
ried, and God has given her a long, fruitful, 
and happy life (See verses 38 and 40). Jesus 
was single and so was Paul. Singleness is not 
to be avoided at all costs. It is a state that has 
many benefits.

II. The CONSECRATION of the single life 
(I Cor. 7:34)

When a person is single, there can be a con
secration that comes from being able to give 
one’s time and attention wholly to the Lord. 
Being married requires us to love our mates 
and give ourselves to them ... “the husband 
should give to his wife... and likewise the wife 
her husband” (I Cor. 7:3). In 2 Tim. 2:21, Paul 
urges a consecration that would make us 
“useful to the master of the house, ready for 
any good work.” It is therefore, not true that 
singles are destined to be “swingers.” It is 
more possible that Christian singles can be 
“saints,” the unmarried are “anxious about 
the affairs of the Lord, how to be holy in body 
and Spirit.”

III. The CONCENTRATION of a single life 
(I Cor. 7:32-35)

With a total commitment to the Lord, there 
can come an ability to “aim at righteousness, 
faith, love, and peace” (2 Tim. 2:22). Chris
tian singles can major on spiritual objectives. 
Singles can be more available to spend time 
witnessing and working for Christ. Singles 
can specifically give themselves to getting to 
know the Lord Jesus. Paul expressed his 
desire “to know Christ” (Phil. 3:10). Being 
single can also be an opportunity to give 
ourselves to the interests of Jesus Christ. 
That interest is to “be genuinely anxious” for 
the welfare of His people (Phil. 2:20-21). Con
centration on the things of the Lord in serving 
the saints God will reward (Heb. 6:10). A 
Christian single can be “anxious about the af
fairs of the Lord, how to please the Lord... un
divided devotion to the Lord.”

IV. The COMPENSATIONS of a single life 
(I Cor. 7:35)

There are other benefits to being single. 
“Thy consolations cheer my soul” (Ps. 
94:19). For instance, singles can have more 
time for varied interests, where as marriage 
limits one’s time and thus one’s interests. 
Singles can even develop new interests. Fur
thermore, singles can have more of an oppor
tunity to entertain friends and others, “do not 
neglect to show hospitality” (Heb. 13:2). Also, 
singles can travel and do things couples on a 
limited budget could not do. It can mean less 

trouble in some areas. Paul explains, that 
“those who marry will have worldly 
troubles” (I Cor. 7:28), such as in-law pro
blems, disagreements over money matters, 
and quarrels that are normal between mates. 
Paul said, “I would spare you that.”

V. The CONSIDERATIONS of a single life 
(I Cor. 7:37-38)

In considering being single, there are some 
practical suggestions that I would make while 
one is single:

A. Accept your state as it is now (I Cor. 
7:24, Ecc. 5:19).

B. Find enjoyment where you are (Phil. 
4:11). This is a basic lesson of life.

C. Develop as many friendships with 
members of both sexes as possible (I Tim. 
5:2).

D. Get involved in interesting activities that 
are people orientated. Don’t sit around! (Heb. 
10:24-25).

E. Major on being the right person, not find
ing the right person (Ps. 37:4-6).

F. Do not seek marriage, seek God’s 
Kingdom (Matt. 6:32-33). Leave it to the will 
of God (I Cor. 7:27). Relax and trust Him.
VI. The COMMITMENT of a single life (I Cor. 
7:39-40)

The world makes a big thing out of getting 
married (Lk. 20:34). We as Christians need to 
make a big thing out of God’s will (I Cor. 
7:17). When our commitment is to follow the 
Lord, we can be confident that He will lead us 
to the most happy and satisfying life. “The 
blessing of the Lord makes rich, and he adds 
no sorrow with it” (Prov. 10:22). We can cer
tainly let the Lord know what we “think” we 
want, but certainly should add "nevertheless, 
not my will but Thine be done” (Lk. 22:42). In 
one case the Prophet Hosea was told to marry 
(Hosea 1:2), and in another case the Prophet 
Jeremiah was told not to marry (Jer. 16:2). 
Whatever God’s will, we can be assured that 
it “is good and acceptable and perfect” 
(Rom. 12:2). The key is to find the answer to 
the question, “What is God’s will for my life 
today?” As the Bible says “Let every one lead 
the life which the Lord has assigned to him, 
and in which God has called him” (I Cor. 
7:17).

Foundation heads meet
ALBUQUERQUE, N.M. (BP)-Glenn 

Bryant, director of endowment and capital 
giving for the Louisiana Baptist Foundation, 
was elected president of the Association of 
Baptist Foundation Executives during the 
association’s annual meeting in Albuquerque.

Approximately 100 foundation executives 
and others from Southern Baptist Convention 
agencies heard addresses by John Laflin, 
estate and tax planning specialist; Hollis 
Johnson III, executive secretary-treasurer of 
the Southern Baptist Foundation, and Wayne 
Cherry, controller of the Baptist Foundation 
of Texas.

Other new officers are: Frank Denton, ex
ecutive secretary of the Missouri Baptist 
Foundation, vice-president; and James 
Stewart, vice-president of computer and 
special investment services for the Baptist 
Foundation of Oklahoma, secretary- 
treasurer.
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TIP-A-CANOE STORES, INC.

Rt. 2, Box 114 
Kingston Springs, TN 37082 

(615)254*0836

Church Pews for Sale
18 pews, 13 ft. 6" long, 10 pews, 12 
ft. long, solid oak, natural stain. 
Excellent condition. 8 Gothic hang
ing light fixtures. Available im
mediately.

Calvary Baptist Church
1505 Broad St.

Bristol, TN 37620 
Phone 615/764-8023

Marvelous, wholesome, beautiful 
books that bring help, guidance, 
entertainment, and comfort from

- Deader s
IVDigest

...and TYNDALE IS

Almost everyone knows Reader's Digest magazine and all the 
helpful features found within its pages. But how many people 
are aware of all the marvelous books they publish? Here are 
books about sewing, gardening, landscaping. Books filled with 
invaluable information on how to fix and improve your home, 
books of great beauty that glorify our country, books of inspira
tion, books of favorite songs, and much, much more.
The result of painstaking research, written by experts, lavishly 
illustrated with magnificent full-color photographs, drawings 
and paintings, packed with information-they are extraordinary 
values for the money. In fact, many of them actually save 
money for the reader by revealing the ways how to do profes
sional jobs themselves.

ENCOURAGE FAMILY DEVOTIONS 
AND BIBLE STUDY

Through a ’’Family Equipping Night" Film by 
Dr. Howard Hendricks, author of ’’Heaven 
Help the Home," Presents the need for 
Family Devotions, also serves as an in
troduction to an equipping tool for Young 
Families. No cost to the church.

Call or Write

SHARE, INC.
2400 Cabin Hill Dr. 
Naihvllla, TN 37204 
Phone 615-889-0610

CHUM FUMRH||
At a price ______ J

Any Church Can Afford^
Write or call

WAGONEK BROS.
MFC. CO.

Id. (501) 675-2468
Booneville, Arkansas .

72927 I
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Story Lady's messages 
keep phone lines busy

ADA, Okla. (BP)—“Thank you for calling the Story Lady,” says the recorded 
message. “Today’s story is about Mary and Joseph....”

So begins a typical three-minute recorded message for children in a new ministry of 
First Baptist Church, Ada, Okla. By dialing a telephone number, children can hear Bible 
stories, written and recorded by public school and Sunday School teacher Bobbie 
Altmiller.

“The minute we hooked the machine on the line, it started cycling with incoming 
calls,” said Randy Tompkins, minister of education and administration. In the first 24 
hours, there were 292 calls registered. After three days the total was 940 and after three 
weeks, almost 5,000 callers had listened to the stories.

The cost of an additional telephone line and recording equipment was less than $350 
and Tompkins said the service is a valuable publicity tool for the church as well. The 
phone ministry will also be used to offer rides to Sunday School on the church’s buses and 
to publicize Vacation Bible School and revivals.

“We plan to ask the children calling to draw a picture of the story they’ve heard and 
send it to the Story Lady,” Tompkins explained. “We’D acknowledge their pictures with 
a post card and display the drawings in the church foyer, plus we’ll get names and ad
dresses for follow-up visitation.”

Mission Service Corp team

Medicare Supplement Information
TO: ALL MEDICARE MEMBERS

SUBJECT: NEW CHANGES IN MEDICARE THAT AFFECT YOU

Dear Medicare Member:

The Social Security Administration has recently announced certain changes that 
were made in the MEDICARE program — changes which will directly or Indirectly 
affect every MEDICARE member.

Yes

Yes

Name

Address

State

If you do not fully understand what benefits are payable under MEDICARE, please 
return the attached card at once so that we may furnish this vital information about 
the changes in MEDICARE, along with a detailed description of a privately spon
sored MEDICARE SUPPLEMENTINSURANCE PLAN.

Yes

UJ

CO co CIS Insurance 
P.O. Box 110383

Nashville, Tennessee 37211

For return address you may cut out and attach to envelope'

MADE AVAILABLE BY:

HAVE

HOSPITAL EXPENSE
PLAN

ARE YOU UNDER
65?

We will also furnish you with information about a 
program designed to help relieve the MEDI
CARE member funeral expense. Do you know 
that Social Security can help pay funeral ex
pense? This important information will be fur
nished without cost or obligation.

ALSO
A $100.00 PER DAY

MAIL CARD PROMPTLY!
■■i MEDICARE SUPPLEMENT INFORMATION REQUEST FORM

□ I would like further information concerning a 
protection plan that helps cover the charges 
Medicare does not pay.

□ I would like further information on how Social 
Security can help pay funeral expense.

□ I would like further information on $100.00 per 
day hospital expense plan.

________________________________ Date of Birth Is:

CUT ALONG DOTTED LINE AND MAIL

DETATCH AND MAIL’ TO:

Coatimatal

3709 NOLENSVILLE ROAD 
NASHVILLE, TENN. 37211 ■FX' 
PHONE (615)834-8000

A UUdn

UNDERWRITTEN BY: 
PIONEER LIFE INSURANCE CO. 

OF ILLINOIS

recalls Brazil
By Carl Hoover

RICHMOND, Va. (BP) - The tall, tan 
Brazilian girl stared intently at the two Texan 
teachers of her English class. The class had 
finished, and the three were alone to talk 
about some of Regina’s questions.

“I want to know how to know your Jesus,” 
she told her teachers, both Mission Service 
Corps volunteers. “I don’t have the peace in 
my life that I see in yours.”

Danny Miller of San Antonio and Bruce 
Barrs of Kermit then explained how she could 
ask Jesus Christ into her life. There was 
nothing too usual about the conversation—ex
cept that it was entirely in Portuguese, a se
cond language for the Texans.

“I know that it was the spirit of God talking 
through me,” Miller said. “It was only our 
second month on the field and my Portuguese 
was still rough. But I never spoke as well as I 
did that night. Despite all my mistakes, she 
understood me well enough to accept Christ.”

That incident was one of several shared 
during debriefing meetings at the Foreign 
Mission Board by 19 volunteers in the Mission 
Service Corps, a Southern Baptist program 
where volunteers spend one or two years 
working with career missionaries at home or 
abroad. The young people were returning to 
the United States after nine months in Brazil.

Although the team was originally sent to 
Brazil to assist evangelism training with 
university students in seven cities, a series of 
miscommunications resulted in their taking 
on other jobs. And the jobs were as varied as 
the team members themselves: English 
classes, cooking lessons, church construction, 
exercise classes, English Bible studies, per
sonal visitation, and discipling, recreation 
and even letter writing were used to com-

Bible study in Spanish 
adapted for French use

LAMENTIN, Martinique—Southern Bap
tist missionaries on this French Caribbean 
island are beginning to use a Bible study 
series originally written in Spanish by Ted 
Lindwall, Southern Baptist missionary to 
Guatemala.

While visiting Martinique, where his son 
David is serving as a missionary 
journeyman, Lindwall mentioned the studies 
to missionary Robert Shehane. Shehane 
thought the approach was applicable to Mar
tinique and had the text translated first into 
English and then French.

The evangelistic series is being used to 
reach a housing project of 12,000 people.

Foundation

A will is required
By Jonas L. Stewart

Executive Secretary-Treasurer
A will is required if one wishes to have the 

final word on the distribution of his estate. 
Without a prepared will the State of Ten
nessee will decide by a hard and fast formula 
how an estate is to be disposed of at one’s 
death.

A will is required if one wants his spouse to 
have the best advantage in settling the estate 
at his death. Many widows have been de
prived of thousands of dollars by careless 
husbands who died without a will.

A will is required if the children are to have 
maximum benefit from their parent’s 
wisdom. Who is the best suited to be the guar
dian of your child? The court will decide this 
if you die without a will. They just might be 
awarded to some relative who never goes to 
church. You can take a chance if you don’t 
care.

A will is required if you love the Lord 
enough to want His cause to benefit from your 
estate. Most Christian people want this but 
have never been informed about preparing a 
Christian will. If you don’t have such a will, 
why not write us requesting information on 
preparing a Christian will. Write Tennessee 
Baptist Foundation, P.O. Box 347, Brentwood, 
Tenn., 37027.

service
municate the gospel to young Brazilians.

The project concept began as early as 1978, 
when Southern Baptist leaders in Texas 
sought ways to integrate the “Mission to 
Brazil,” a five-year planned cooperation bet
ween Texas and Brazilian Baptists, and the 
then newly formed Mission Service Corps. A 
call went out to churches and Baptist students 
for U.S. volunteers, and by May 1979 a team 
had been chosen.

Before the volunteers left for Brazil, they 
underwent six weeks of intensive language 
and culture orientation at San Antonio’s Mex
ican Baptist Bible Institute—the first such 
orientation for a volunteer project.

“I felt the language training was the best 
thing we did in orientation,” one team 
member said. “Without it, I wouldn’t have 
been able to do what work I did.”

For Paul Watson of Greenville, Texas, the 
hardest adjustment in the beginning was in
activity. “I did very little for several months^ 
yet that was when I grew the most,” he says. 
“My spiritual life suffered when I started to 
get busy.”

The differences between North American 
and Brazilian churches was a tough adjust
ment for Bruce Barrs. Services in Por
tuguese, the formality of youth, contrasts in 
customs and attitudes—each of these things 
stimulated his thinking.

But for the Mission Service Corps workers, 
the challenges and adjustments proved to be 
positive ground for personal and spiritual 
growth.

“My eyes have been opened to be more flex
ible,” comments Steve Romano of New 
Orleans. “You just can’t use the programs or 
schedules that work in the U.S. over there. I 
learned not to be so confined or restricted 
with what I can or could do. If you don’t have 
a dog, hunt with a cat.”

Carl Hoover of Jackson, Miss., a University 
of Texas at Austin journalism graduate, was 
among the Mission Service Corps volunteers 
to Brazil.

HISTORICALLY
FROM THE FILES

50 YEARS AGO
Editor John D. Freeman wrote of his 

impressions while visiting Coal Creek, 
the heart of the mountain section of the 
state. “It goes without saying that the 
people in that region believe in God. 
Miracles do not stagger their faith, for 
they have seen them over and over, and 
only their faith in a miracle-working 
God has kept them steadfast through 
the grim trials of the past. Hence their 
revival meetings are unlike those of 
most other places. They don’t depend 
upon the preaching to win the lost; it 
only stirs the hearts of the saved and 
sends them out to find the lost and pray 
with them.”

25 YEARS AGO
E.L. Smothers, a former McMinn

ville pastor and present pastor of First 
Baptist Church, Athens, Ala., accepted 
the call as pastor of First Baptist 
Church, Milan. He succeeded Henry J. 
Huey who resigned to become 
secretary of the Tennessee Baptist 
Foundation.

10 YEARS AGO 1
First Baptist Church, Nashville and 

West Jackson Baptist Church, Jackson 
began a ministry for the mentally 
retarded. These two churches were 
reported as having the only ministry to 
this group in the state of Tennessee. H. 
Franklin Paschall was the Nashville 
pastor and David Q. Byrd the Jackson 
pastor.


