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Madison-Chester launches 
ministry to internationals

After spending six years studying in United 
States colleges, an international student 
returned to his native country. He was asked 
by his fellow countrymen about his opinion of 
various aspects of American life, including 
families and churches.

He reportedly responded, “I’m sorry. I 
can’t answer those questions. I never was in
vited to an American church or home!”

Baptists of Madison-Chester Baptist 
Association are seeking to make sure that 
none of the 55 internationals currently en
rolled in the five colleges located in these 
counties will be able to make that statement.

Rogers visits 
Israeli leader

WASHINGTON (BP)-Israeli Prime 
Minister Menachem Begin courteously 
received six evangelical Christian pastors 
who met with him in Washington to share 
their personal faith.

Adrian Rogers, Southern Baptist Conven
tion president who was among the six, said 
the 40 minutes spent with Begin “was one of 
the most significant opportunities that I’ve 
ever had to witness for the Lord Jesus.”

The group, which included Charles Stanley, 
pastor of First Baptist Church in Atlanta, was 
selected by Jerry Falwell who had been in
vited through the Israeli embassy to assem
ble a group to meet with Begin. Falwell, 
pastor of the Independent Thomas Road Bap
tist Church in Lynchburg, Va., is an 
outspoken supporter of Israel and has met 
with Begin four times in Israel.

Rogers said the group intended to show 
Begin their concern for Israel, to tell him they 
were praying for peace, “and to bear witness 
to him of God’s love for him and our love for 
him and for the nation of Israel.”

The group did not have a chance to address 
the question of religious freedom in Israel, 
especially concerning a recent law that may 
be interpreted as a limitation on evangelical 
efforts. Rogers felt, however, that Begin had 
a better understanding of evangelical Chris
tians after the meeting.

America and Israel have a mutual need for 
each other, Rogers said. Israel’s obvious need 
for American financial and military support 
is countered by America’s dependence on 
Israel as one of the last bastions of democracy 
in that area.

“Russia has designs on the entire Middle 
East and is making her presence felt more 
and more there,” Rogers said. “I read recent
ly that the Russians are soon going to be im
poverished for oil and they are looking with 
an insatiable appetite to the oil fields in the 
Middle East and have always wanted a warm 
water port.

“Just from our personal interests as a na
tion, apart from Biblical prophecy, we would 
want Israel there as a bulwark against Rus
sian aggression. I still believe the Scripture 
where it says, ‘those who bless Israel, God 
will bless, and those that curse Israel, God 
will curse’.”

Also in the meeting were James Kennedy, 
pastor of Coral Ridge Presbyterian Church, 
Fort Lauderdale, Fla.; Greg Dixon, pastor of 
Indianapolis Baptist Temple; and Wendell 
Zimmerman, editor of the Baptist Bible 
Tribune in Jacksonville, Fla.

A three-pronged mission thrust to interna
tional students and permanent resident 
language groups has just been launched.

On April 14 the executive committee of the 
association approved a joint resolution about 
this thrust from the association’s WMU and 
missions committees.

The first prong will be a Host Family Plan 
in which an international college student will 
be assigned to a Christian family from one of 
the association’s 50 churches. In some cases 
the host family will establish contact by letter 
before the student arrives in this country. The 
family will work with the student for at least 
one year aiding him to adjust to America’s 
culture.

A second prong of the ministry is scheduled 
to begin in May with a monthly “International 
Friends Fellowship” meeting. The purpose is 
to establish friendships and provide cultural 
exchange. Such meetings will include a pro
gram of information or entertainment.

A list of more than 100 names and addresses 
of permanent language adults and 55 interna
tional students has been compiled, and these 
will be invited to the monthly meetings.

A third ministry is literacy missions. An 
English-language class is already meeting 
twice each week at Highland Park Baptist 
Church in Jackson. The association’s literacy 
Missions committee is coordinating this 
ministry.

Overall supervision for the work with inter
nationals will be organized and developed by 
an International Council, which is composed 
of representatives from churches. The coun
cil will hold its first meeting May 5.

Ruben Canas, language missions worker 
for the Tennessee Baptist Convention, is giv
ing assistance. Leading in the association are 
Larry Kirk, missions committee chairman, 
Mrs. Clyde Tilley, WMU director, and Tom 
Lewis, director of missions.

Baptist missionary reports 
on conditions in Liberia

MONROVIA, Liberia (BP)—The new 
government in Liberia appears to be tak
ing steps to return the country to nor
malcy, a Southern Baptist missionary has 
reported.

The report, received through ham com
munications, gave the first details from 
Baptist missionaries of conditions in the 
aftermath of the April 12 assassination of 
William R. Tolbert Jr., who was president 
of both the nation of Liberia and the 
Liberia Baptist Missionary and Educa
tional Convention.

Missionary Ted Cromer said the govern
ment, led by national guard Master Sgt. 
Samuel Doe, ordered all cab and bus 
drivers to return to work so people could 
go to church Sunday, April 13, the day 
following the coup.

Two missionaries, Cromer said, at
tended a church where missionary Buddy 
Woods preached Sunday. When services 
started, only five people were present, but 
before services were over about 75 had 
gathered.

Some schools in the country reopened 
Monday morning, April 14, and the Baptist 
Seminary in Monrovia reopened the next

PULMONARY EDUCATION—Darrell Eastridge of the East Tennessee Baptist 
Hospital respiratory therapy department leads a patient through the education 
portion of the hospital's new cardio-pulmonary reconditioning program. The 
cardio-pulmonary reconditioning center will not open until July, but the educa
tion demonstration is already being used.

Lung disease center to open 
at east Tennessee hospital

KNOXVILLE—East Tennessee Baptist 
Hospital here will open a new cardio
pulmonary reconditioning center, the only 
one of its kind in Tennessee, beginning in 
July.

The new center, designed for chronic lung 
disease victims, has been in the planning 
stages for more than a year.

"Part of our philosophy at Baptist Hospital 
is to administer to as many of the physical 
and spiritual needs of the people in this area 

day.
Cromer reported that the airport had not 

reopened yet, but this was partially 
because of a fuel shortage that developed 
when refineries were shut down. 
Refineries are expected to reopen as soon 
as possible.

All 45 Southern Baptist missionaries cur
rently in Liberia were reported to be 
gradually resuming their normal ac
tivities. Two of these have Tennessee con
nections.

Mrs. I. Earl Williams, the former Jane 
Williams, was born in Knoxville and is a 
graduate of Carson-Newman College, Jef
ferson City. She and her husband are sta
tioned in Yekepa, Liberia.

Mrs. Christopher W. Wilkinson, the 
former Gwendle Smith, was born in Fay
etteville and grew up in Ardmore. She and 
her husband are missionary journeymen 
stationed in Greenville, Liberia.

Another Tennessee native, Mrs. Tucker 
N. Callaway, is among the 12 missionaries 
to Liberia who are now in the United States 
on furlough. Mrs. Callaway, the former 
Elizabeth Clark, was born in Nashville. 
She and her husband are on furlough in 
Macon, Ga.

as we can,” said Earl Skogman, president of 
the hospital. “This program should enrich the 
lives of thousands of chronic lung disease pa
tients.”

Arnold R. Hudson, medical director for 
respiratory therapy at Baptist Hospital, will 
direct the new reconditioning center. Hudson 
said the new program will use a team ap
proach similar to one used at Kettering 
Medical Center in Dayton, Ohio.

A primary team of medical personnel from 
the hospital’s respiratory therapy depart
ment and several consulting physicians will 
call on the expertise of an auxiliary team of 
medical personnel from social services, the 
Baptist heart center, the pharmacy, physical 
therapy, as well as experts in pastoral care, 
dietetics, and vocational rehabilitation.

Patients will visit the center for five days of 
intensive education and rehabilitation. The 
patient will learn about the anatomy and 
physiology of the human respiratory system 
and how his or her disease has crippled that 
system. Exercise and training on breathing 
machines will help the patient cope outside 
the hospital. The patient’s family also will be 
briefed about the disease to help them deal 
with the illness.

The reconditioning team will work closely 
with the hospital’s heart center team since 
some lung disease patients have heart trou
ble. Also, some equipment used in cardiac 
rehabilitation is needed for pulmonary recon
ditioning.

The east Tennessee region contains a large 
number of chronic lung disease victims 
because of the number of people in the area 
who smoke and work in coal mines, according 
to hospital personnel. Ironically, however, the 
only pulmonary program of any kind in the 
state is in Memphis.

With the opening of the cardio-pulmonary 
reconditioning center in July, lung disease pa
tients in east Tennessee may have new hope. 
“We are grateful for the opportunity to be 
able to serve them in this manner,” said 
Skogman.
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FMB allocates $5-million, raises furlough pay by $420
ALEXANDRIA, La. (BP)-The Southern 

Baptist Foreign Mission Board has allocated 
another $5-million in 1979 Lottie Moon funds, 
raised the cost-of-living supplement for 
furloughing missionaries by $420 each per 
year, and received cost estimates for a new 
missionary orientation center.

The actions were taken at the board’s April 
meeting in Alexandria, La., where board 
members were told that giving to the 1979 Lot
tie Moon Christmas Offering for foreign mis
sions had reached a record $37,425,200, which 
is 92.4 percent of the $40.5-million goal.

The board earmarked $32-million of the of
fering for overseas operating needs under the 
1980 budget, plus $5-million anticipated for 
capital projects. The new action specifies the 
particular projects to which the capital 
money will be allocated.

The board’s chief executive, R. Keith 
Parks, said the need for the funds is so urgent 
that large portions of it have already been ad
vanced to fund urgent overseas work. The 
rest, he indicated, will go mainly for “such 
basic essentials as missionary cars, houses, 
buildings and certain institutional needs.”

The board voted $160,000 to cover the cost of 
raising missionaries’ furlough cost-of-living 
supplements by $420 each per year. This will 
make the furlough supplement $2,790 per mis

FMB declares if does not favor 
move to alter 1980-81 CP budget

ALEXANDRIA, La. (BP)—“Neither I nor 
the Foreign Mission Board is sponsoring or 
supporting action from the floor” of the 
Southern Baptist Convention to alter the 
1980-81 Cooperative Program budget recom
mendation of the SBC Executive Committee, 
R. Keith Parks said here.

The response of the board’s top executive 
came after at least one pastor had stated 
publicly he would make a motion at the an
nual meeting in St. Louis to increase the 
percentage of the Cooperative Program 
receipts to the Foreign Mission Board.

In February, the Foreign Mission Board 
went on record strongly opposing what it feels 
is an inadequate 8.11 percent increase in its 
share of the 1980-81 budget. The Foreign Mis
sion Board will receive 48.40 percent of the 
1980-81 total operating budget compared to 
48.69 percent of the 1979-80 budget. Although a 
percentage decrease, it represents a 
$2.7-million increase.

“I don’t think this matter can be properly 
handled from the convention floor,” Parks 
said in an interview with Louisiana’s Baptist 
Message when the board held its April 
meeting in Alexandria, La.

“It’s too complicated. It ought to come out 
as a recommendation of the Executive Com
mittee,” added Parks, who told the board 
there is a good chance of a motion in St. Louis 
to amend the budget. “I am afraid such a mo
tion will come” if it is not headed off, he said 
later.

Parks addressed the subject at the Alexan
dria meeting in response to a request from 
board President John Patterson for clarifica
tion.

He said he had no desire for dissension. He 
said the Foreign Mission Board was simply 
trying to express its frustration to the Ex
ecutive Committee on a peer group level.

“It was not the board’s intention to make a 
public issue of this,” Parks told Baptist 
Press, “but an honest effort to ask the Ex
ecutive Committee to examine needs. Public 
comment has distorted our original intention. 
It was not our purpose to precipitate fragmen
tation or dissension with this action.”

Asked if he would speak to any floor motion 
which might arise in St. Louis, Parks said he 
would have to wait to see the circumstances 
of such a motion, although his preference is 

' not to say anything publicly.
“My only motivation for speaking in St. 

Louis would be to promote unity and harmony 
and encourage a spirit of oneness,” Parks 
told Baptist Press.

sionary, effective May 1, 1980. In addition, 
each missionary also receives a basic salary 
and allowances for children and for rent.

Before the adjustment, the total actual 
furlough salary for two missionary parents 
with three children was $17,238, or $9,010 per 
single person. The overseas pay varies with 
the cost-of-living provided for each mission 
field, since such costs are much higher in 
some countries than others.

Winston Crawley, director of the overseas 
division, said this is the first time in six years 
that the board has felt it necessary to make a 
mid-year adjustment in this cost-of-living 
supplement.

The board also authorized appointment of a 
special committee to make an in-depth study 
of exchange rates and changes in inflation 
that affect the overseas cost-of-living sup
plements of missionaries.

The board received a detailed report on the 
estimated costs involved in relocating its mis
sionary orientation center in the Richmond 
area. Callaway Gardens, Ga., present site of 
orientation, is limited in the number of mis
sionaries it can handle and is not available in 
the tourist season.

Mr. and Mrs. J. Harwood Cochrane of Rich
mond have donated a 233-acre site for a new 
center near Richmond. The board is weighing 
the costs of developing a center at this loca-

Parks earlier elected not to make a public 
comment during the Executive Committee’s 
February meeting which followed the 
Foreign Mission Board protest.

In February, Parks and Patterson sent let
ters to members of the Executive Committee 
at the board’s request expressing “extreme 
frustration and disappointment in the 
distribution of funds.”

Parks said the action of the board came 
because of a 10-year trend of decreasing the 
percentage of new Cooperative Program 
funds to the Foreign Mission Board and 
because the board’s increase was less than at 
least nine other SBC agencies and less than 
the 8.7 percent average increase.

'80 Easter offering 
lags behind 79 pace

ATLANTA (BP)—The Annie Arm
strong Easter Offering for home mis
sions has reached less than eight per
cent of its goal of $15.5-million, William 
G. Tanner told directors of the Southern 
Baptist Home Mission Board.

“As of Tuesday, April 15, the offering 
amounted to $1,218,748, slightly behind 
last year at the same time,” Tanner 
said.

Tanner called the Annie Armstrong 
offering a “life saver” for the Home 
Mission Board in these times of infla
tion and economic uncertainty.

“We’re very concerned about infla
tion and what it’s doing. We know we’re 
going to have to really take a hard look 
at our operation. Gifts keep going up, 
but they are not keeping pace with in
flation,” he said.

Tanner noted that since 1967, con
sumer prices have increased 93 per
cent, and total gifts to Southern Baptist 
churches have increased 119 percent. 
At the same time, the funds those 
churches sent to their state conventions 
increased only 90 percent, and the funds 
sent to the Home Mission Board rose 
only 75.8 percent.

“That means that we’re now more 
than 17 percent behind cost increases,” 
he said. “The problem, as I see it, is not 
how the funds are divided, but the 
amount of the resources we have to 
divide.”

tion while also considering the United 
Methodist Children’s Home site, a 29-acre 
location on Broad Street about two blocks 
from the board’s home offices in Richmond.

Costs in both instances for a fully developed 
program at the sites were about $7-million, a 
figure which board members said would have 
to be raised by individual gifts for this 
specific purpose.

Parks said the board will inspect both sites 
during its May meeting in Richmond, con

PASTORS’ CONFERENCE SITE—Cervantes Convention Center (foreground) is the 
site of the 1980 Southern Baptist Convention in downtown St. Louis. The Southern 
Baptist Pastors' Conference will also be held in the building.

Pastors' Conference seeks 
to ’unify and strengthen'

ST. LOUIS (BP)—The Southern Baptist 
Pastors’ Conference, scheduled here June 8-9 
at the Cervantes Convention Center, will aim 
at providing “unifying and strengthening in
fluence on Southern Baptists,” according to 
James T. Draper, conference president.

Draper, pastor of First Baptist Church, 
Euless, Tex., said the conference, which 
precedes the annual meeting of the Southern 
Baptist Convention, June 10-12, will begin at 
6:15 p.m. under the theme, “Bold Preaching 
of a Bold Gospel.”

He said the Pastors’ Conference will 
distribute for the first time a printed budget 
of costs for the meeting before it takes its an
nual offering for support.

Last year’s conference fell $2,300 short of 
expenses, a deficit eventually made up by 
First Baptist Church, Jacksonville, Fla., 
where last year’s Pastors’ Conference Presi
dent Homer Lindsay Jr. is pastor.

Draper, who said he will personally see that 
any deficit this year is raised, also announced 
he has formed a three-person liaison commit
tee to consult with the SBC Executive Com
mittee in on-going decisions about physical 
arrangements for future Pastors’ Con
ferences. Gerald Martin, president of 
Hannibal-LaGrange College, Hannibal, Mo., 
chairs the committee. Don Berry, pastor of 
Parker Memorial Baptist Church, Anniston, 
Ala., and Draper are the other members.

About nine of the 13 preachers featured at 
this year’s conference have never preached 
at the Pastors’ Conference before, Draper 
said.

John Bisagno, pastor of First Baptist 
Church, Houston, will lead off the speakers 
Sunday night, June 8, with a message on “The 
Second Coming.” Jack Taylor, Bible con
ference speaker from Fort Worth, will also 
deliver a message on “Prayer and Awaken
ing.” Draper will preside.

The pastors will be welcomed by Rheubin 
South, executive secretary for Missouri Bap
tists, and Adrian Rogers, president of the 
Southern Baptist Convention and pastor of 
Bellevue Baptist Church, Memphis.

sider ways in which the program might be 
developed by stages that would require less 
money, and attempt to come to some decision 
by its June meeting.

Moving the orientation center to the Rich
mond area, he said, would make it possible 
for the board to provide a year-round orienta
tion program and a site that also could be 
used for missionary journeyman training, re
orientation of missionaries during their 
furloughs and other purposes.

Monday morning the pastors will hear 
messages by Ralph H. Langley, pastor of 
First Baptist Church, Huntsville, Ala., on 
“Christ—My Priest;” Joel Gregory, pastor of 
Gambrell Street Baptist Church, Fort Worth, 
Tex., on “Only Christ Crucified;” George H. 
Harris, pastor of Castle Hills Baptist Church, 
San Antonio, Tex., on “What God Wants in 
Us;” and Richard Jackson, pastor of North 
Phoenix Baptist Church, Phoenix, Ariz., on 
“In the Meantime.”

Messages for the Monday afternoon ses
sion, where Draper will preside, will be 
“Revival Through the Word” by Stan Coffey, 
pastor, First Baptist Church, Albuquerque, 
N.M.; “A New Testament Strategy for 
Reaching People” by Bailey Stone, pastor of 
First Baptist Church, Odessa, Tex.; and “Vic
tory is Ours” by Grady C. Cothen, president 
of the Sunday School Board, Nashville.

Officers will be elected during the Monday 
afternoon session.

The final session Monday night will feature 
messages by Roy Fish, professor of 
evangelism at Southwestern Baptist 
Theological Seminary, on “Let’s Major on the 
Major;” William G. Tanner, executive direc
tor of the Home Mission Board, Atlanta, Ga., 
on “Honorable Vessels;” Bailey Smith, 
pastor of First Southern Baptist Church, Del 
City, Okla., on “A Babbling Preacher and a 
Strange Gospel;” and W.A. Criswell, pastor 
of First Baptist Church, Dallas, on “Old Time 
Religion.”

Jack Price, evangelistic musician from 
Garland, Tex., will coordinate conference 
music and provide special music. Other per
formers are the Bill Gaither Trio; Gary 
Floyd, Conroe, Tex.; Cynthia Clawson, 
Houston, Tex.; First Baptist Church Choir, 
Jackson, Miss.; Lonnie Parsons, San Antonio, 
Tex.; Richard Bradford, Albuquerque, N.M.; 
Russell Newport, Springfield, Mo.; First 
Southern Baptist Church Choir, Del City, 
Okla.; the Stone Brothers, Rome, Ga.; First 
Baptist Church Choir, Dallas, Tex.; and Jim 
Davis, Tulsa. Okla.
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Memphis' Chinese church 
observes 20th anniversary

Tennessean joins ceremony 
of Zimbabwe independence

By Connie Davis
MEMPHIS (BP)—Leaders in language 

work from across the Southern Baptist Con
vention and the mid-south joined some 300 
guests-and members of the Memphis Chinese 
Baptist Church in celebrating its 20th an
niversary in a bilingual service April 13.

Speakers included the church’s founder, R. 
Paul Caudill, retired pastor of First Baptist 
Church, Memphis, where the Chinese church 
still meets, and Peter King, director of 
Chinese church growth with the Southern 
Baptist Home Mission Board.

A letter from President Jimmy Carter said 
the anniversary paid “tribute to founders and 
other leaders whose hopes, sacrifices and 
dedication extend from the past to inspire 
generations of the present and future.”

Caudill, a past president of the Tennessee 
Baptist Convention, recalled his first work 
with Chinese in Augusta, Ga., in 1937. “Your 
church really began with the first knock at the 
door of a Chinese family in Augusta," he said. 
“We grew to love the Chinese people."

In 1944 Caudill became pastor of First Bap
tist Church, Memphis. He started a Sunday 
School for the Chinese. “In 1960 that small 
group of Chinese people joined together for 
our first service right here in this church,” 
said Caudill.

Caudill is one of the pioneers of Chinese 
work in America. Although Chinese work was 
first started in 1854 in San Francisco, only 
four other men started Chinese work before 
Caudill in 1937.

“Among the Chinese work established in 
those early years, Memphis Chinese Baptist 
Church stands out in the south as a successful 
story,” said King.

“This church is the fruit of the local church, 
not any other agency,” said Paul Wong, 
pastor. “It is a direct language mission of this 
church,” he said, referring to First Baptist 
Church.

The church has 170 resident members and 
has Mandarin services and Cantonese/ 
English bilingual services each Sunday. 
Wong also directs a Bible school which meets 
on Wednesday nights in homes. Wong came to 
Memphis in 1976 from the 2,000-member Hong 
Kong Baptist Church. He was also formerly 
president of the Hong Kong Baptist Conven
tion.

Congress to shape new refugee law
By Marv Knox

ATLANTA (BP)—President Carter took only a few seconds 
to sign into law a bill which almost triples the number of 
refugees allowed into the United States each year. But Congress 
may spend months deciding who gets the benefits.

That’s an important concern for Heng Cheng, president of 
Cambodia from 1970 to 1972.

“The number of refugees the U.S. government allows to 
enter the country should be in proportion to the populations of 
their native lands,” said Cheng, now a refugee resettlement 
worker in Houston. “Carter and Congress raised the quota from 
17,000 to 50,000, but that will be effective only if they set new 
standards for admission.”

“There are 700,000 Cambodians in holding camps along the 
Thailand border,” he said. “But most of them cannot move to 
the United States because the U.S. government said, ‘You don’t 
have the qualifications to come here’.”

Instead, Vietnamese and Laotians—whose problems “are 
not as grave as those of Cambodians”—have been given 
privileged access to the United States, Cheng charged.

“Thousands of Cambodians are starving, most of them are 
afflicted with disease, and many, many are orphans,” he said. 
“Cambodians have more problems than the boat people. 
However, Americans have seen the boats. They have given their 
attention to people on them, and Vietnamese refugees to the 
United States outnumber Cambodian refugees four to one.”

Ratios of refugees already admitted reflect U.S. commit
ment to former alliances, rather than mere sentiment for en
dangered people, responded David Passage, state department 
spokesman.

“The United States was involved in Vietnam for 12 years,” 
he explained. “We employed Vietnamese and fought alongside 
them. Consequently, we feel a special responsibility for their

The outreach ministry of the Memphis 
Chinese Baptist Church reaches about 250 
Chinese each Sunday from a community of 
about 1,000 Chinese in Memphis.

Other guests in the service working to reach 
the growing language groups in Memphis 
were Elias D. Pantoja, director of Spanish 
work for the Shelby Baptist Association; 
James Kellum, director of Vietnamese work 
for the association; and George Jue, chair
man of the mid-south Chinese Association.

BI-LINGUAL SERVICE — Peter Kung, 
director of Chinese church growth at 
the Home Mission Board, translates 
for Paul Caudill, retired minister of 
First Baptist Church, Memphis, during 
the 20th anniversary of the Memphis 
Chinese Church.

Golden Gate establishes
Carleton history chair

MILL VALLEY, Calif. (BP)-Golden Gate 
Baptist Theological Seminary has initiated 
plans to establish the William A. Carleton 
Chair of Baptist History in honor of the 
former dean and vice-president of the 
seminary who died March 28.

The chair is being funded through 
memorial gifts from friends and former 
students of Carleton’s. Carleton was pro
fessor of church history at Golden Gate from 
1953 to 1970.

welfare and for their families.”
The law—under which all recent refugees have been ad

mitted-gives top priority to immigrants whose blood relatives 
already live in the United States. Then it provides for persons 
who have worked for the U.S. government or who have been 
closely identified with U.S. presence. Next come high-risk in
dividuals—persons not necessarily associated with the United 
States but who held positions in deposed free governments. 
Finally, it provides for all others, giving preference to people 
who have distant relatives in the United States, who are 
educated and speak English and who have marketable skills.

How Congress will re-write these stipulations concerns 
Cheng, and that’s for good cause, said Gene Tunnell, refugee 
resettlement coordinator for the Southern Baptist Home Mission 
Board.

“These new regulations will determine the full implication 
of the law,” Tunnell said. “We’ll be following that closely, 
pushing for new categories so that a broader range of people are 
eligible for admission into the United States.”

Tunnell is optimistic both for the increase in the baseline 
quota and because the law makes the U.S. definition of refugees 
conform to the United Nation’s definition. "In the past, he said, 
"the United States only considered as refugees those persons 
fleeing communist countries. Provision now has been made for 
non-communist, but oppressive, nations.”

Because of the government’s family reunification program, 
most new refugees are joining their relatives, settling in areas 
where refugee concentration already is high. “Baptists can 
become partners in sponsorship by linking their resources with 
churches which already sponsor families—so these churches 
can sponsor more,” he said. “By becoming partners, churches 
which might never have direct access to refugees can help spon
sor them.

SALISBURY, Zimbabwe (BP)—A crowd of 
40,000 specially invited persons watched 
Prince Charles hand the scroll making 
Rhodesia the independent country Zimbabwe 
to titular President Canaan Banana, April 18.

The crowd, which cheered as the British 
flag was lowered and the new flag raised, in
cluded envoys of about 100 countries and two 
Southern Baptist missionaries, David and 
Linda Coleman, who work in Salisbury.

A Tennessean, Coleman was born in Cedar 
Hill. He and his wife are both graduates of 
Belmont College, Nashville, where he also 
served as bookstore manager for two years.

Nigerian leader 
dies in accident

EKU, Nigeria (BP)—Titus Oluwafemi, a 
Nigerian Baptist leader who earned his PhD 
degree in New Testament from Baylor 
University, Waco, Tex. in December 1979, 
was killed instantly in an automobile accident 
here that left two Southern Baptist mis
sionary personnel seriously injured.

Mission Service Corps volunteer Robert W. 
Sorrels of Washington, D.C., is paralyzed and 
in critical condition. William D. Bender, mis
sionary to Nigeria since 1955, is in serious con
dition. Bender will be flown to a hospital in the 
United States when his condition stabilizes at 
the Baptist Hospital in Eku, where both men 
are being treated.

No details of the accident were available.
Oluwafemi had returned to his native coun

try immediately after graduation from 
Baylor. In January, he had begun teaching 
New Testament at the Nigerian Baptist 
Theological Seminary in Ogbomosho.

Sorrels had been in Nigeria one week, arriv
ing April 9 to begin serving as an accountant 
for the Nigerian Baptist Mission (organiza
tion of Southern Baptist missionaries). He 
had taken a one-year leave of absence from 
his work with a Washington savings and loan 
firm to serve in the Southern Baptist 
volunteer missions program.

Bender, a Kansas native, had recently been 
named to begin serving in July as ad
ministrative assistant to Samuel T Ola 
Akande, secretary general of the Nigerian 
Baptist Convention.

Prior to appointment as a missionary, Cole
man was pastor of Maple Grove Baptist 
Church in Sylvia.

The Colemans are among 43 Southern Bap
tist missionaries who continued work in Zim
babwe throughout the seven-year war for ma
jority control of the country. A December 
peace treaty and election at the end of 
February led to granting of legal in
dependence.

The new prime minister, Robert Mugabe, 
who led the largest faction of the guerrilla 
army, has stated in both public and private in
terviews that his government wants churches 
to continue with their work, Coleman said. 
“All Christians are praying that this attitude 
will filter through to all levels, that all in
timidation will cease, and that the gospel will 
continue to be preached unhindered.”

The organization of Baptist missionaries in 
Zimbabwe will meet April 26-May 3. Davis L. 
Saunders, the Southern Baptist Foreign Mis
sion Board’s secretary for eastern and 
southern Africa, said he expects a number of 
requests for new personnel to come from that 
meeting.

In anticipation of a peace settlement, mis
sionaries there have already requested five 
church developers, two women's workers, an 
editor for the publishing house and four 
medical personnel, he said.

The request for medical personnel, 
however, is being delayed awaiting develop
ment of plans for Sanyati Baptist Hospital. 
Although missionary physicians visit the 
hospital, no missionaries have lived on the 
Sanyati compound since the guerrilla murder 
of Southern Baptist missionary Archie G. 
Dunaway Jr. in 1978.

Following that incident no new missionary 
personnel were assigned to the country until a 
volunteer couple was named to work at the 
publishing house in November 1979. A mis
sionary journeyman was approved recently 
to begin training in June.

Coleman, treasurer and business manager 
for the Zimbabwe missionaries, and his wife 
also attended the official opening of the 
American Embassy the afternoon of the sign
ing ceremony.

Son of missionaries 
dies in fall in Italy

NAPLES, Italy (BP >—Petty Officer 2nd 
Class Richard Thomas Abell, 27-year-old son 
of Southern Baptist missionaries to Nigeria, 
died here April 11 from injuries received in a 
fall. His parents are Mr. and Mrs. John C. 
Abell Jr., of Houston, Tex., medical mis
sionaries at the Baptist Hospital in Eku. 
Nigeria, since 1953.

Abell, a crew member on a helicopter 
detachment aboard the USS Donald B. Beary, 
had telephoned his wife Susan in Norfolk. Va., 
where she is expecting their second child. He 
apparently was returning to his ship when he 
fell down a flight of stairs and died from head 
injuries received in the fall.

Union alumni to form 
new chapter this month

Union University alumni in Davidson and 
adjoining counties will meet at the Tennessee 
Baptist Convention building in Brentwood 
April 29 to form a chapter of the university’s 
alumni association.

The 6 p.m. meeting, which will be held in 
the building’s dining room, will be a dutch 
treat dinner and will be open to alumni and 
their spouses in the middle Tennessee area. 
Reservations: David Glisson, 5141 Pritchett 
Dr., Nashville, 37220.

The meeting, which is being held in 
response to alumni requests from the area, 
will include an election of officers to guide the 
chapter. Representing the college will be Olen 
Law, director of alumni affairs; Larry 
Stewart, director of development; Bill Bates, 
director of corporate support; and Joe 
Westbury, director of public relations.
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EDITORIAL

Our mission support channel
April 20 was Cooperative Program Day in 

Southern Baptist churches.
It seems an appropriate time to review just what 

is the Cooperative Program — simply a tool by which 
churches and their members can channel their finan
cial mission support to many worthy causes 
throughout the world.

In reality, a church doesn’t give TO the 
Cooperative Program, but rather THROUGH the 
Cooperative Program to support many needed 
ministries and missions.

The Cooperative Program is “cooperation” in at 
least two ways: (1) it is the way that various SBC 
agencies cooperate in dividing up the SBC 
Cooperative Program according to a budget approv
ed by messengers to a Southern Baptist Convention 
session, and (2) it is a way that a state convention and 
the Southern Baptist Convention cooperate in dividing 
the undesignated funds that come into a state conven
tion office.

When the Southern Baptist Convention was 
organized in 1845, the financial plan was for in
dividuals and churches to contribute separately to 
various national and state Baptist agencies and in
stitutions. As the denomination’s age increased, so 
did the number of causes — all worthy — appealing 
for funds.

What evolved was the procedure for each of these 
agencies to go directly to local churches and appeal 
for money. This resulted in two undesirable effects:

(1) The agencies which had the greatest heart ap
peal — such as foreign missions and orphans’ homes 
— usually got the biggest support. Agencies employed 
strong, forceful representatives to visit and to 
pressure for support. Churches were beseiged by 
many requests to invite these representatives and 
take special offerings.

(2) Not all churches were confronted by the 
challenges of these causes. Naturally, the agency 
representatives wanted to go to the larger churches — 
where there would be larger offerings. Before the 
1920’s, it was estimated that less than 40 percent of the 
SBC churches had contributed to any cause outside 
the local church, the financial burden of all these 
causes was carried by about 15 percent of Southern 
Baptists.

After several attempts to form some type of 
unified Baptist mission budget, the pressure of mass 
debt (intensified by the economic crisis of World War
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I) became the catalyst that brought it all about.
The 1919 Southern Baptist Convention launched 

the $75,000,000 Campaign to bring financial solvency 
to state and SBC agencies. The money was pledged 
and given over a five-year period.

Enthusiastically, churches and their members 
pledged $92-million, and even though the recession of 
the early 1920’s caused the campaign to miss its goal, 
the $75,000,000 Campaign provided the inspiration for 
the birth of the Cooperative Program.

When the 1924 SBC met in Atlanta, Ga., the 
messengers approved a “cooperative” sharing by all 
SBC agencies in the 1925 budget. The following year 
the SBC gathered in Memphis and officially named 
the unified budget plan as the “Cooperative 
Program.”

Another factor of this cooperation was that chur
ches were to send their gifts to their state convention 
office, and the state convention was to keep a portion 
of these funds for their own program and forward a 
portion to a central office to be distributed to the 
various SBC agencies.

A unique aspect of Southern Baptists is that a 
church member can have a voice in how mission 
money is spent — at all stages!

First, an individual Baptist determines how much 
of his income is shared with his church.

Then, at a church business meeting, he helps 
decide how much of his church’s budget will be 
shared with mission causes supported through the 
Cooperative Program.

As a church-elected messenger to the state con
vention, he has a voice in determining what percent of 
the Cooperative Program funds are to be kept in Ten
nessee to support state missions and ministries — 
and, when the messengers approve the TBC budget
goal, how that money is to be spent.

And, as a church elected messenger to the 
Southern Baptist Convention, he must help decide 
how the SBC will divide its Cooperative Program 
among the various agencies of agencies and their pro
grams.

Yes, the Cooperative Program is merely a tool — 
but in its 55 years of existence, it has proven to be an 
effective channel to fulfill the purpose envisioned at 
the SBC’s 1845 organization: “a plan for eliciting, 
combining, and directing the energies of the 
denomination for the propagation of the gospel” (SBC 
Constitution preamble).

Gfcero 8

comment

Ltftovtr money will never fill this 
modern missionary barrel. But your 
bold, sacrificial giving will.

BOLD MISSION THRUST
THROUGH THE

COOPERATIVE PROGRAM

By the editor
Spring has always been a favorite time of 

the year for me.
After spending 11 winters in Indiana, I have 

developed an anticipation for the return of the 
birds and the first yellow blossoms on the for- 
sythia bushes. This, of course, meant that 
winter was (nearly) over, and spring had ar
rived.

This love of spring came with me to Ten
nessee in November 1976. Although this past 
winter was not quite as severe as the three 
previous ones, I still anxiously look for those 
first signs of spring.

Lawn-mowing — especially on my steep 
front yard — is not my favorite pastime, but I 
definitely prefer it to shoveling snow or 
chipping ice!

During recent weeks, I have had the oppor
tunity to drive through several parts of the 
state and view the beauty of a Tennessee 
springtime.

It is thrilling to see the woods dotted with 
the blooming dogwoods and redbud trees. 
These plentiful blossoms have joined those 
stately cedars which have somehow main
tained their greenness through the winter.

Already I noted that leaves are beginning to 
appear on the wide variety of trees which God 
has, in abundance, spread throughout the 
Volunteer State.

The rains of recent weeks and the current 
warm sunshine would indicate that a 
beautiful summer and fall are ahead of us.

Since I am not a fan of winter, it is hard for 
me to envision cold weather with its ice and 
snow in the Garden of Eden. I prefer to 
believe that the Garden experienced con
tinuous springtime. •

In my imagination, I can see Adam and Eve 
struggling to find things to eat after their ex
pulsion from the Garden of Eden. At first, 
there was probably plenty of fruits and wild 
berries to fill their stomachs.

Then, I imagine, something began to hap
pen.

The weather turned cooler. The fruits 
became scarce. The trees, to which they had 
gone for nourishment, changed to a brilliant 
display of color — but the leaves soon died 
and dropped to the ground.

Perhaps that first couple huddled in some 
cave to avoid the chill of winter. Their conver
sation centered around despair. “Is the world 
dying?”

God had said that the ground was cursed, 
but He had also told Adam that “in sorrow 
shalt thou eat of it all the days of thy life.” 
Also, He had said, “Thou shalt eat the herb of 
the field.” • J

But now it must have appeared that nothing 
was growing and there would be no herb or 
fruits to eat.

Adam would leave the cave in his daily 
search for food. Some days he would return 
and tell Eve that the weather seemed to be 
getting warmer — or was it just wishful think
ing on his part.

Then, one day he probably returned to Eve 
with a crocus or daffodil bloom. Imagine their 
excitement — the world was not dead — it was 
being reborn!

God had not forgotten them, as they sup
posed. There would be food to eat — even if 
they had to work hard for it, fighting the 
thorns and thistles.

Spring is a symbol that God’s creations can 
come alive again!

ANOTHER SIGN OF SPRING is the com
ing of Daylight Saving Time. So on this Satur
day night, after you have prepared your Sun
day School lesson and your Sunday clothes, 
remember to move your clocks ahead one 
hour. Don’t use that old threadbare excuse 
that you forgot to change your clock and slept 
through Sunday services!
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NEWS ANALYSIS

Determining the 1980 SBC budget
By Norman Jameson

NASHVILLE (BP)—Southern Baptists will 
consider their largest budget in history when 
elected messengers convene in St. Louis June 
10-12 to examine a $90-million Cooperative 
Program proposal.

That $90-million budget proposal will be the 
primary source of funding for the mission 
enterprise of 18 agencies of the Southern Bap
tist Convention during the 1980-81 fiscal year. 
It will be derived from the voluntary gifts of 
13.4-million members in 35,605 churches.

Agency., requests exceed expected 
resources.. Adjusting these differences is the 
source of annual agony for the 66 men and 
women of the SBC Executive Committee who 
must consider the needs of each agency and 
recommend allocations to the gathered 
messengers at the annual meeting of the con
vention.

The annual budgeting process is also the 
source of concern for the SBC agencies, which 
depend primarily on the Cooperative Pro
gram for their operating funds. This year the 
Foreign Mission Board has publicly ex
pressed concern over its share.

The Cooperative Program budget goals for 
distribution of undesignated funds are the 
result of a 15-month process that begins in 
July of the previous year with a letter from 
the executive secretary-treasurer of the Ex
ecutive Committee asking agencies for their 
budget requests. In September, the agency 
executives present their requests to the Ex
ecutive Committee.

September 1979 requests for the 1980-81 
budget totaled $82,527,677 — but projected in
come from the churches forced the Executive 
Committee to limit the operating budget to 
$74.5-million. The proposed $9O-million budget 
goal includes a $2.5-million capital needs seg- 

Clergy-spy issue 
debated again

WASHINGTON (BP)-Members of the 
House Permanent Select Committee on In
telligence heard conflicting testimony here on 
what relationships should be allowed between 
the intelligence community and clergy and 
academics.

The committee is considering the “National 
Intelligence Act of 1980’’ (HR. 6588 and 
S.2284), which prohibits intelligence agents 
from posing as clergy, academics, and jour
nalists, but does not ban the use of members 
of these groups as sources of intelligence in
formation.

James E. Wood Jr., executive director of 
the Baptist Joint Committee on Public Af
fairs, joined with Anthony Bellagamba of the 
U.S. Catholic Mission Council in urging the 
committee to place restrictions against the 
use of clergy as intelligence sources.

Wood, whose agency represents eight na
tional Baptist groups with a membership of 
more than 27 million, requested that the 
language of the bill be changed to prohibit any 
paid, coerced, or solicited relationship be
tween the intelligence community and clergy.

While Wood and Bellagamba argued that 
the mission of the church and the process of 
intelligence gathering are incompatible, two 
members of the panel disagreed. Ernest W. 
Lafever of the Washington-based Ethics and 
Public Policy Center and Charles A. Moser of 
the George Washington University faculty 
countered that a prohibition against the use of 
clergy and academics would unnecessarily 
handicap the intelligence community.

Wood stated that the use of clergy by the in
telligence community is a “blatant affront’’ 
to the principle of separation of church and 
state and also “perverts” the mission of the 
church.

“The integrity of religious mission and 
ministry at home and throughout the world 
would be compromised by even the possibility 
that clergy, missionaries, or church workers 
were arms of the government,” the Baptist 
spokesman said.

ment and a $13-million Bold Mission Thrust 
challenge fund.

The detailed agency requests were com
piled into a 126-page book and distributed to 
all Executive Committee members and about 
300 other convention leaders. The Executive 
Committee program and budget subcommit
tee met for two days in January to hear the 
agency executives again, to study the needs 
as they relate to each other and to develop a 
proposal for consideration by the entire Ex
ecutive Committee. The proposal was then 
widely circulated to Baptist leaders and to the 
denominational press.

In February the entire Executive Commit
tee in an open meeting in which no questions 
were presented, unanimously endorsed the 
budget proposal for presentation to the con
vention messengers in June. If approved, the 
budget allocation becomes operative in Oc
tober, completing the 15-month budget cycle.

Changes in the budgeting procedure have 
been infrequent since the Cooperative Pro
gram was initiated in 1925. During the 1950s 
allocation of receipts evolved from a percen
tage to a dollar basis. This allows the Ex
ecutive Committee to respond more readily to 
changing needs of the agencies, since they are 
no longer locked into recommending for each 
agency the same percentage of a sum that 
could be larger or smaller than expected.

So while Cooperative Program receipts are 
always divided 100 percent between the 
various causes, the percentages that each 
agency administers on behalf of the churches 
will fluctuate each year. But always, re
flecting Southern Baptists’ concern for mis
sions and need for the trained leaders 
necessary to carry out the mission enterprise, 
the two mission boards and six seminaries 
receive the major portion.

In the proposed 1980-81 budget, the Foreign 
and Home Mission Boards and the seminaries 
will receive $67,115,000 or 90.22 percent of the 
available operating funds. That is an increase 
over the 89.91 percent they are receiving in 
the 1979-80 budget. The other 10 agencies 
share the remaining 9.78 percent.

All of the agencies receive significant dollar 
increases in the proposed budget, though ten 
will receive a smaller percentage of the 
Cooperative Program income. The increase 
or decrease in percentage for any of the agen
cies is small. But even minor percentages 
amount to significant dollar amounts when 
dealing with the sums of money the Southern 
Baptist Cooperative Program represents.

When Foreign Mission Board trustees were 
informed the board would receive a $2,706,430 
increase in the proposed budget (up 8.1 per
cent) but a decrease in its percentage of total 
receipts from 48.69 to 48.4, they protested in 
letters to members of the Executive Commit
tee. Others protested who thought the mission 
enterprise of the convention was being under
cut. The difference in percentage represents 
$216,050. 

*
Hunger committee plans 

Uganda needs trip
The Tennessee Baptist Convention 

hunger committee voted on Monday, 
April 21, to proceed with a joint project 
with the Foreign Mission Board for a 
Uganda Hunger and Relief Project.

The committee’s recommendation 
follows approval by the Tennessee Bap
tist Convention, meeting in Memphis 
last November, that the state’s Baptists 
enter into a project with the board.

Committee chairman Earl Davis is 
scheduled to visit Uganda May 5-21 with 
Foreign Mission Board representative 
John Cheyne. Davis will attempt to 
ascertain needs within the country and 
establish a tentative program with mis
sionaries in the area.

The committee also voted to ask the 
administrative committee of the TBC 
Executive Board for up to $2,000 to 
assist in the trip.

Seminary students are the primary 
beneficiaries of the shift. With an anticipated 
enrollment increase of 643 in 1980, additional 
funds for them were considered necessary by 
the Executive Committee.

Harold C. Bennett, executive secretary
treasurer of the Executive Committee, says 
the primary problem is that the anticipated 
receipts are not enough to meet the needs of 
the agencies as they respond to the mandate 
of the Southern Baptist Convention to carry 
out their program assignments.

The Southern Baptist Convention portion of 
the Cooperative Program is receiving a 
smaller percentage of the money contributed 
by Southern Baptists through their churches. 
For example, in 1958-1962 churches sent an 
average of 10.16 percent of their offering plate 
dollar for state and world missions through 
the Cooperative Program while in 1974-1978 
the average was 8.84 percent. State Baptist 
conventions keep about 65 percent of that 
Cooperative Program money and send 35 per
cent on to the national Cooperative Program.

Total gifts in the churches in 1979 were 
$2.1-billion.

According to projections, if the churches 
had maintained the 1958-62 average of giving 
to the Cooperative Program, the 1980-81 
operating and capital needs budgets of the 
Southern Baptist Convention would be $16 
million higher than it is. For the Foreign Mis
sion Board, that increase would mean an ad
ditional $7.74-million.

The solution to the growing financial needs 
for all Baptist causes is a new boldness in sup
port through the Cooperative Program.

One found guilty 
in Douglass death

OKLAHOMA CITY (BP)-One of two men 
charged with the murders of a Southern Bap
tist pastor and his wife has been found guilty 
and sentenced to die.

Steven Keith Hatch, an itinerant oil field 
worker, was found guilty of murder in the 
deaths of Richard and Marilyn Douglass in 
their rural home Oct. 15, 1979. He was given 
the death sentence for each murder and was 
sentenced to 90 years in prison for aggravated 
assaults on the Douglass children who were 
wounded.

Co-defendant Glen Burton Ake, was ruled 
insane and unfit to stand trial. He is under
going treatment in a mental hospital in north
east Oklahoma.

Douglass was pastor of Putnam City Bap
tist Church. He and his wife had been foreign 
missionaries to Brazil.

District Judge Floyd Martin, a Southern 
Baptist and member of First Baptist Church, 
El Reno, was judge and jury. Hatch had re
quested a no-jury trial.

Hatch denied he shot the Douglasses during 
a robbery attempt which netted about $50. He 
claims he was outside the home when Ake 
shot each member of the Douglass family, all 
of whom were bound and gagged.

Oklahoma law provides that any partici
pant in an armed robbery in which death oc
curs is guilty of murder, which carries an 
automatic death penalty by lethal injection. 
The conviction will be appealed. Ake will 
stand trial if he’s ever ruled competent to do 
so.

Prosecuting attorney Earl Goerke said dur
ing the trial that the Douglasses were “killed 
for nothing more than being good, fine Chris
tian people.”

Leslie Douglass, 13, is living with relatives 
and attending school out of town. Brooks, 16, 
will graduate from Putnam City High School 
in. the. spring. . _

Madden

I usually think of the beatitudes as a por
trait of the believer. It seems to me our Lord 
was drawing a picture of the believer. Com
pleting the portrait, He uses two graphic, 
vivid terms to describe their mission or their 
usefulness.

He puts it like this: 
“You are the salt of 
the earth....You are 
the light of the world.” 
I believe He is em
phasizing two of the 
most acute dangers af
fecting the usefulness 
and mission of not only 
those disciples but all 
believers.

Christ emphasizes 
that salt can lose its 
saltiness. More than likely He was talking 
about the adulterated salt mixed with gypsum 
which came from the surrounding area. If the 
salt became too adulterated, it was good for 
nothing. It looked like salt but it could neither 
season food nor cleanse or preserve. We can 
lose our saltiness. As believers in Christ, we 
can lose that which gives unique character 
and a cutting edge to discipleship. If our 
churches lose their saltiness, our mission to 
the world is blunted.

Christ also underlined a very real danger. 
Believers are light in a dark world. The func
tion of a light is to shine. You can’t keep a 
light from shining, but you can cover it up. 
You can put it in a hole or under a basket. '

More than likely the disciples were aware 
of the Essene community of Qumran. This 
group called themselves the children of light, 
but they had withdrawn and formed their own 
community near the Dead Sea.

Jesus did not want his disciples to be like 
that. They were to shine among men. That’s 
where the darkness was and is. Our Lord does 
not want us to be removed from the world but 
to be in the world, although not of the world. 
He calls us to live among humanity as his 
pilgrim people.

Tennessean appointed 
resolutions chairman

ST. LOUIS (BP)—Wayne Allen, pastor of 
East Park Baptist Church, Memphis, has 
been named chairman of the committee on 
resolutions which will report to the Southern 
Baptist Convention when it meets in annual 
session at the Cervantes Convention Center in 
St. Louis, June 10-12.

SBC President Adrian Rogers, pastor of 
Bellevue Baptist Church, Memphis, named 
Allen and nine other members of the commit
tee. They are Larry Lewis, pastor of Tower 
Grove Baptist Church, St. Louis; Tai 
Bonham, executive secretary of the Ohio Bap
tist Convention; Ed Drake, an attorney and 
member of First Baptist Church, Dallas; 
Richard Sutton, a physician and former SBC 
second vice-president from Topeka, Kans.; 
Mrs. Harold O’Chester, pastor’s wife from 
Austin, Tex.; Mrs. George Tharel of First 
Baptist Church, Fayetteville, Ark.; Wendell 
Freeze, a layman from Yuma, Ariz.; and 
Ernest Walker, a pastor from Lake Charles, 
La.

Rogers urged all messengers submitting 
resolutions to streamline the procedures with 
the following steps.

(1) Submit resolutions at least 30 days in ad
vance in writing, if possible, to Allen (East 
Park Baptist Church, 842 Sweetbriar, Mem
phis, Tenn. 38117); (2) check resolutions 
passed by previous conventions in convention 
annuals or convention bulletins; (3) be 
prepared to turn in a written copy of the 
resolution at the platform if it is made from 
the floor- ------ - -
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Woodmont discovers boldness after surpassing the budget
By Jim Lowry

NASHVILLE—When Woodmont Baptist 
Church topped its budget in recent years, 
members decided to put some boldness into 
the church’s mission involvement. An im
pressive record of mission volunteerism has 
continued ever since.

After the Nashville church surpassed its 
1977 budget by more than $11,000, a mission

TEACHING SUNDAY SCHOOL—Osta Underwood (center) teaches a single adult 
Sunday School class at Belmont Heights Baptist Church in Nashville.

'Live in the marketplace'
Osta Underwood suggests

By Linda Lawson
Osta Underwood of Nashville believes 

Christians ought to be “out in the 
marketplace and on the firing line.”

She retired at the end of 1979 at age 65 from 
her position as legal counsel to Mutual Benefit 
Life Insurance Co., but her service in the 
marketplace continues.

As a Southern Baptist senior adult, Miss 
Underwood will be one of thousands recogniz
ed on the second annual Senior Adult Day to 
be observed May 4 in many churches.

In addition to building her long-established, 
part-time law practice in estate and business 
planning, Miss Underwood now serves as. . .

—vice-chairman of the Tennessee Baptist 
Executive Board;

—member of the Employee Benefits Board 
for the metropolitan government of 
Nashville;

—member of the finance committee of the 
Nashville Baptist Association;

—vice-chairman of the pastor search com
mittee and teacher of a single adult Sunday 
School class at Belmont Heights Baptist 
Church;

—member of the Private Industry Council 
for the state of Tennessee; and

—member of the board of directors of Bel
mont Plaza Associates, Inc., which owns and 
operates a high-rise apartment building for 
older adults.

She joined a group of concerned Tennessee 
Baptists to invest time and money to pur
chase the apartment building when, due to 
legal complications, the Tennessee Baptist 
Service Corporation lacked the funds to open 
the facility.

“It is my strong feeling that it is the duty of 
the church in corporate body or through its 
members to meet human needs, regardless of 
what they are,” Miss Underwood said.

“I can’t participate in meeting every need, 
but I feel an obligation to pick the ones I’m 
drawn to or those which others aren’t con
cerned about.”

Osta Underwood is a small woman who 
looks people directly in the eye and speaks 
with courtroom firmness. She articulates her 
beliefs with conviction.

A longtime advocate of equal rights for 
women, Miss Underwood remembers the date 
and time in 1972 that the United States Senate 

fund was begun with the money. Members 
didn’t know at the time just how it would be 
used, except that it was for mission work.

That year, a devastating earthquake shook 
Guatemala, killing 25,000 people, injuring 
thousands more, and leaving more than a 
million Guatemalans homeless. Woodmont 
Baptist Church sent two construction crews, 
totaling 30 men, to help rebuild damaged 

Osta Underwood—teaching
passed the equal rights amendment. She was 
present in the Senate chamber, sitting by the 
late Marvella Bayh, wife of Sen. Birch Bayh.

“I believe in equal legal rights, equal 
economic opportunities for all women, and 
the absolute choice as to whether to remain 
single or to marry,” she said. Other decisions 
such as whether to pursue a vocation and 
whether to have children are individual fami
ly decisions, she added.

For Osta Underwood, reaching age 65 was 
“a little bit traumatic three months before 
and one week after my birthday,” she recalls. 
Then “I waked up one morning and I didn’t 
feel any different than before and life was just 
as much fun as it had ever been. That settled 
that issue.”

In 1963, throat surgery and five days of liv
ing with the possibility of cancer affirmed 
Miss Underwood’s belief that life is a gift 
from God.

“I don’t want to sound pious here,” she 
said. “But life and time are too valuable to 
waste. You can’t save it. The only thing to do 
with it is to spend it well.” 

buildings and a volunteer missions movement 
was underway.

In 1979, 80 church members did volunteer 
mission work in nine foreign countries and 
five states. This year church members have 
already been to Mexico and the island of 
Grenada. Another crew departed last week 
for evangelistic work in Mexico, and 60 
members of the adult choir plan to go to Mex
ico in the fall to participate in an evangelistic 
crusade. The pastor also will lead a group of 
12 to Jamaica this summer.

Bill Sherman, pastor of the church for 12 
years, said he feels there is no real explana
tion for the heightened volunteer mission ef
forts, other than “selflessness” among 
church members.

Most of the church members take vacation 
time to fulfill the mission commitments. 
Some finance part of the trip. In each in
stance, the work of the volunteers is carefully 
correlated with efforts of local churches.

General excitement for missions work 
among church members grew after the 
return of the first work crews in 1977. In 1978, 
gifts to the church were $56,000 over the 
budget and more missions efforts were 
planned.

★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★ 
* ** Citizen’s Corner *

By Jerry M. Self
Public affairs and Christian life 

consultant i
The 91st General Assembly has adjourned 

sine die. The term means “without a day;” 
that is, they have adjourned without 
designating a future date of meeting. In plain 
terms, they are through.

There are several implications of final 
adjournment. The two 
years of the 91st 
Legislature are past 
history. Their action 
or inaction stands as a 
record which can be 
investigated.

All of the represen
tatives and half of the 
senators face new 
elections, and the 
voters can evaluate
that record before Self
reaching a decision as to whether to re-elect 
their legislators.

If you were going to express an opinion 
about a bill before the General Assembly, it is 
too late this year.

Any action taken in the last several days 
falls vulnerable to the governor’s discretion. 
He has used the veto sparingly, perhaps 
because a simple majority of both houses can 
override a veto in Tennessee. However an ad
journed General Assembly has no power to at
tempt an override of a veto.

The 91st General Assembly ignored pari- 
mutual gambling bills; ended pinball gambl
ing, (but in a time-frame which allows the 
whole two years of the 92nd Legislature to 
revive it); wrestled at length on what to do 
with bingo; labored over the mountain of rais
ing the drinking age to 21 and brought forth 
the mouse of age 19; produced no litter law; 
forgot about relieving the sales tax on food; 
passed no helpful run-off election bill; 
recognized the value of women on juries; 
resisted the charade of changing the method 
of capital punishment to a falsely humane 
method; joined some other states in the con
fused call for a constitutional convention; 
passed an amended form of Project Caanan— 
a bill aimed at drug pushers; and, at the last 
minute, passed a modest obscenity bill which 
removes the requirement for a 24-hour notice 
before raids on pornography houses.

So what are you going to do about it? Why 
not campaign for re-election of someone who 
did well the last two years. Or you might work 
for some candidate who could unseat one of 
the poorer public servants. Or you might just 
run yourself.

Take the next few weeks to think it over.

Some doctors and dentists in the church 
volunteered for service, seeing hundreds of 
patients in a single week, plus taking part in 
revival and witnessing efforts in the evenings.

Youth in the church also are involved in 
volunteer mission efforts. Each year the 
youth plan a mission trip. Last year they 
journeyed to Dauphin Island, Ala. This year 
about 60. youth will go to Michigan to conduct 
Backyard Bible Clubs during the day and help 
in revival meetings in the evenings. Jim 
Gallery, Woodmont’s minister of youth and 
single adults, will accompany the youth.

Growth at Woodmont can be measured in 
more than foreign missions, however. In just 
the past year, Sunday School attendance has 
increased by more than 100, to average more 
than 700. Also, the annual Lottie Moon 
Christmas Offering has increased 
dramatically in the last four years, from 
$17,000 in 1976 to more than $39,000 last year.

In the years of growing missions involve
ment and budget overages, the ongoing 
ministry of the church has progressed steadi
ly, with the regular church budget climbing 
by $70,000 each of the last two years. The 
church also provides a home for a foreign 
missionary family on leave each year.

Altogether, $100,000 has gone into the 
special mission fund, and $60,000 has been 
spent in three years by the church to get in
volved personally in Bold Mission Thrust. The 
remaining $40,000 recently was placed into a 
building fund to aid in construction of a half
million dollar education building.

Since 1977, when missions became an ac
tivity instead of just a word at Woodmont, 
members have shared their talents and 
money in Korea, Thailand, Arizona, Mexico, 
Jordan, Canada, Alabama, Michigan, Illinois, 
Guatemala, Pennsylvania, Japan, India, New 
York, Washington and the Dominican 
Republic. Future plans are being developed 
now.

“The spirit of the church is good,” Sherman 
said, “and the Lord has honored the folks who 
are giving to him. We are getting into mission 
pursuits because we have gone beyond 
ourselves.”

Foundation
Why no will?

By Jonas L. Stewart 
Executive Secretary-Treasurer

It is evident from court records that most 
property owners die without having prepared 
a will to direct the disposition of their estate. 
There are a number of reasons for this.

Some find it psychologically difficult to 
make such definite plans for death. Yet the 
same people pay expensive life insurance 
premiums each month.

Procrastination has been responsible for 
many widows having to go to court to fight for 
their rightful inheritance and then being 
denied it because impersonal laws make no 
provision for emotional pleas.

Uncertainty about the cost of getting the 
document prepared by an attorney has kept 
some people from providing the protection for 
companion and children. It is relatively inex
pensive.

Fear of not being able to talk intelligently to 
a lawyer is usually an unfounded fear.

Some people just don’t know where to start. 
It is the responsibility of this office to help 
people in Christian estate planning, including 
advice concerning the preparation of Chris
tian wills.

Write our office for further information— 
Tennessee Baptist Foundation, P.O. Box 347, 
Brentwood, Tenn., 37027.

Alumni gift endows
C-N speech contests

JEFFERSON CITY—An alumni couple of 
Carson-Newman College has endowed two an
nual student speech contests for the speech 
and drama department, a gift that was 
matched by a corporation.

William L. Davis and his wife, the former 
Patty McCoy, have presented the department 
$1,000 for the endowment, according to Danny 
Champion, department coordinator.
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1,900 Baptist youth attend music festival

About 1,900 young people from Baptist churches throughout Tennessee 
gathered in Nashville last weekend for the annual Youth Music Festival spon
sored by the church music department of the Tennessee Baptist Convention.

The climax of the festival was a concert at Nashville's renowned Opry House 
(see photo at upper left), Saturday morning, April 19. Douglas Smith (above) in
strumental director at Southern Baptist Theological Seminary, Louisville, Ky., 
conducted the 85-piece band made up of instrumentalists from Baptist churches 
across Tennessee.

After rehearsing once on Friday and warming up on Saturday morning, the 
band performed six numbers for the crowd at the Opry House (photo at left).

REHEARSAL AT TWO RIVERS BAPTIST CHURCH — The youth choral groups were 
divided into two categories according to the size of the churches from which the 
youth came. On Friday evening, Category I youth met at Two Rivers Baptist 
Church (above) while the others met at First Baptist Church.

SPECIAL ENTERTAINMENT — Opryland's Cumberland Gospel Quartet (above) 
sang for the Baptist youth Saturday morning. Other special entertainment 
included "Proclamation," a group of singers from Union University, Jackson, and 
Nashville's Belmont College Chorale.

OTHER HIGHLIGHTS — Ken Medema (above), blind singer, 
composer, and pianist, from San Francisco, Calif., was a 
special guest for the festival. He entertained and led wor
ship activities on both Friday evening and Saturday morn

ing. Don Neuen (right), director of choral activities at the 
University of Tennessee, Knoxville, directed the combined 
youth choirs in both the Friday evening rehearsals and the 
Saturday morning concert at the Opry House.
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Bible Puzzle
Answers on page 10
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DOWN

1 Tree (Isa. 44:14)
4 Gem
8 Rotten (Jer. 38:11)

12 Man (Num. 26:23)
13 Passable
14 Silkworm
15 Arrival: abbr.
16 Kind of pot
17 “as wine which hath 

no —” (Job 32)
18 toward God” 

(Acts 20)
22 Edible seed
23 “it bringeth forth —’ 

(Jas. 1)
24 Place (Deu. 2:29)
26 Vestment
29 King

(Psa. 136; poss.)
31 Greek marketplace
33 With us always 

(Matt. 26:11)

35 Poet’s word
37 “from the house 

of —” (Amos 1)
38 Ardent
40 More than nine
42 Time abbr.
43 Road: abbr.
44 Of age: L.
46 European river
48 “their swords into

—” (Mic. 4)
53 18th century 

historian
56 Court
57 Rubber tree
58 Guard, sometimes
59 Sea eagle
61 Only begotten 

(John 1:18)
62 Trees
63 Repose
64 Explosive

CRYPTOVERSE

1 Armadillo
2 Certain
3 Musical instrument 

(Isa. 5:12)
4 Esker
5 Of lentiles 

(Gen. 25:34)
6 On the ocean
7 Money transactions
8 “we shall take our — 

on him” (Jer. 20)
9 Exist

10 Alcoholic beverage
11 Day of the week: 

abbr.
19 A letter: abbr.
20 New: comb, form
21 Government agency: 

abbr.
24 God of war
25 Rave
26 Mimicker
27 Burden
28 Quagmire
30 Place
32 Ball, sometimes
34 Angels

(Matt. 13:39)
36 “I gave ear to 

your —” (Job.32)
39 Religion: abbr.
41 O.T. book: abbr.
45 In Siloam

(Luke 13:4)
47 Egyptian sun god
49 Past tense of wear
50 Doesn’t corrupt 

(Matt. 6:20)
51 Zebuionite 

(Judg. 12:12)
52 “And — Timotheus” 

(1 Thess. 3)
53 Earlier than: prefix
54 Snakelike fish
55 Girl’s nickname
60 Diminutive suffix

G KCL RADV LVR DXCD GA DXGK

GK VAW BMWCDWM DXCA

Today’s Cryptoverse clue: O equals L

To change or correct 
your address

Attach in this space your address 
label found on the front page of your 
latest copy of the BAPTIST AND 
REF'LECTOR. Please give your new 
address below—including your zip 
code. When changing address, please 
give two weeks notice. Please write, 
do not call address changes to insure 
accuracy.

FOR SALE
Complete addressing system 
(storage drawers, addressograph 
machine, graphotype) —

Phone (615) 297-5303

All correspondence relating 
to your subscription
should be accompanied by our address 
label. If you are receiving duplicate 
copies, please send both labels.

Address all requests to:

BAPTIST AND REFLECTOR
Post Office Box 347

Brentwood, Tennessee 37027

Name

I__  \ wT *Pews
★ Cushions

★Stained Glass 
Chancel Furniture

★ Folding Chairs&Tables 
★ Design & Renovation Service 
Area Representative:

Don Sowder
115 Hardaway

Please Print

Address

State Zip Code Goodlettsville, Tenn. 37072
( Telephone 615-865-1070

pulpit
By Jim Griffith

A Japanese inventor is now marketing an electronic head cooler.
The world will surely be a better place with fewer hot heads.
For the fact is, there are too many self-appointed “big guns’’ of small caliber with a 

tendency to pop off.
And in this troubled day, patience is not only a virtue - it’s a necessity.
If this new device manages to keep only a frantic few from “blowing their tops,” it will 

be judged a huge success.
There is no doubt about it. The volcanic blowing of . one’s top has diminished many 

mountains as well as many persons in the eyes of their fellowman.
To paraphrase the familiar Biblical chapter on love: “Though we speak with the 

tongues of men and of angels—if we are irritable, explosive, and hard to live with - we are 
like loud-sounding brass and it profits us nothing.”

on

Honor and glory to God
By Herschel H. Hobbs

"Now unto the King eternal, immortal, in
visible, the only wise God, be honour and 
glory for ever and ever. Amen.” — I Timothy 
1:17

Paul had finished talking about God’s grace 
in putting him in the ministry. He felt so 
undeserving (v. 15; Eph. 3:7-8). This very 
fact caused him to break out into a doxology 
of praise and glory to God. Paul often did this 
as he dictated his letters (Gal. 1:5; Rom. 
11:36; 16:27; Eph. 3:21; Phil. 4:20; I Tim. 
6:16).

“King eternal” reads, literally, “King of 
the ages.” But it may also be rendered “King 
of the Worlds.” Thus it implies both eternal 
and universal kingship. This means that He is 
both Creator and Ruler of the universe.

The word rendered “immortal” means “in
corruptible” (Rom. 1:23). This may refer to 
both the purity of His character and the eter
nal nature of His life. God is the very opposite 
of evil. He is not subject to the corruption 
which follows death.

Furthermore, He is “invisible” (Col. 1:15). 
As with “incorruptible” (the word for “cor-

H O C F W HMB elects Wiley
ATLANTA (BP)—Robert Edgar Wiley was 

elected to the staff of the Southern Baptist 
Home Mission Board during the April 
meeting of the board’s directors.

Wiley, currently director of associational 
missions in the East Central and Eastern 
Associations in Indiana, will become 
associate director of the board’s rural-urban 
missions department,

Wiley, a native of Catlettsburg, Ky., will 
assume his new position in early May. he is a 
graduate of the University of Evansville, 
Ind., and attended Georgetown (Ky.) College, 
Goshen Biblical Seminary in Elkhart, Ind., 
and Southern Baptist Theological Seminary, 
Louisville, Ky.

Prior to becoming director of missions in 
1976, Wiley was associate pastor of Northside 
Baptist Church in Indianapolis. He has served 
churches in South Bend and Evansville, Ind., 
and Henderson and Slaughters, Ky.

Baptist World Alliance 
Toronto, Canada 

July 8-15, 1980 
Eight Days — Seven Nights 
Trip Planned and Guided by the 

Knox County Association of Baptists 
SINGLES $450 TRIPLE $325 
TWIN $350 QUAD $310

NOT A TOUR, BUT A BASIC TRIP — 
BRIEF STOP AT NIAGARA 

PRICE INCLUDES: • Transportation to and 
from Toronto and to Convention Center 
from Motel • Motels all the way • Insurance 
• Baggage Handling.

FOR INFORMATION 
PLEASE CALL or WRITE 

(615) 524-9863 521 N. Broadway
Knoxville, TN 37917

on 28irn Ilir

ruptible” with the alpha privative, “a” 
prefixed to the word giving it its meaning), so 
here the Greek word oratoi (seen with the 
natural eye) has the alpha privative (aoratoi, 
not seen with the natural eye. It does not 
mean that God can be seen but has not been 
seen. It means that He cannot be seen with the 
natural eye. God is spirit (John 4:24); and the 
natural eye cannot see spiritual things. This is 
the reason for the incarnation, God revealed 
in flesh in Jesus Christ (John 1:14).

The best Greek texts read “the only God.” 
“Wise” would mean that there are other gods, 
but they are not wise. So “the only God” is the 
genuine reading. It denies polytheism or 
belief in many gods as was prevalent in 
Paul’s day. In Ephesis stood the temple of the 
Greek goddess Artemis. This is also a blow at 
emperor-worship which existed in the first 
century.

“For ever and ever” reads “unto the ages 
of the ages,” the strongest Greek phrase for 
eternity. Honor and glory are God’s eternally.

This was a much-needed emphasis then as 
it is now in an age which worships the gods of 
sex and materialism. We should ponder this 
verse and put it into practice.

WMU publishes book 
about world hunger

BIRMINGHAM, Ala.—The Southern Bap
tist Woman’s Missionary Union has produced 
a new book, The Woman I Am in a Hungry 
World, by Ruth Fowler.

The book, designed to direct the attention of 
adequately-fed Americans to the needs of 
malnourished people 
in America and 
around the world, is 
the most recent in a 
series of The Woman I 
Am books published 
by the Woman’s Mis
sionary Union.

Miss Fowler, the 
author, is staff 
associate for com
munications for Bread
for the World, a New Fowler
York-based organization which promotes the 
application of Christian citizenship to relieve 
world hunger. The author relates the ex
periences of hungry people she encountered 
in the United States and overseas while she 
was a journalist with the Southern Baptist 
Foreign Mission Board from 1973-79.

Miss Fowler says she tried to pull Chris
tians over two “emotional hurdles” about 
hunger—that it is so overwhelming that we 
cannot help, and the “humanity of the 
hungry.” She says with “the power of God, 
His love,” we can help, and includes specific 
ways to combat the hunger problem. She says 
she hopes to erase the reader’s vision of 
masses of hungry people so they might see 
“little boys and girls, and parents, individual 
creations of God.”

The Woman I Am in a Hungry World may 
be studied for individual or group Church 
Study Course credit.
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WMU annual meeting urges 
life-changing commitments

Southern appoints Jack McEwen 
to head religious education

ST. LOUIS, Mo. (BP)—Harvey Cox, Lottie 
Moon, Keith Parks, and two dozen other 
names will anchor the annual national 
meeting of the Southern Baptist Woman’s 
Missionary Union, June 8-9, at Kiel 
Auditorium in St. Louis.

“Life-Changing Commitments,” a three- 
year emphasis of WMU, is the theme for the 
missions meeting which precedes the annual 
meeting of the Southern Baptist Convention, 
June 10-12, at the Cervantes Convention 
Center.

“We will miss no opportunity at the meeting 
to remind Southern Baptists that Bold Mis
sion Thrust (the SBC plan to proclaim Christ 
to the entire world in this century) will cost 
dearly in lives and money,” said Mrs. A. Har
rison Gregory of Danville, Va., president of 
WMU, the 1.1-million-member auxiliary to 
the SBC.

“Nothing short of major commitment of 
self will bring us to a new plateau of mission 
support,” she said.

The opening session of the meeting on Sun
day, June 8, at 3:30 p.m., will feature a 
keynote address by Harvey Cox, professor at 
Harvard University Divinity School.

That session will accent the role of “The 
Family in Life-Changing Commitments.” 
Others on the program include families, who 
will be interviewed by Evelyn Blount, assis
tant to the WMU’s education division direc
tor, about their changes in lifestyles to

McGIothian elected 
seminary president

NASHVILLE (BP) — Odell McGIothian, 
an executive of the publishing arm of the Na
tional Baptist Convention USA Inc. has been 
elected 11th president of the American Bap
tist Theological Seminary in Nashville.

Charles E. Boddie, president of the school 
since 1963, has been 
named chancellor. 
American Baptist 
Theological Seminary, 
owned and operated 
jointly by the National 
Baptist Convention 
USA Inc. and the 
Southern Baptist Con
vention, is a 
predominantly black 
undergraduate min
isterial training school 
organized in 1924.

McGIothian will become chief ad
ministrative officer of the seminary June 1. 
The Vaiden, Miss., native is currently direc
tor of publications at Nashville’s Sunday 
School Publishing Board of the National Bap- 

j tist Convention USA Inc. He is also pastor of 
; the Mt. Olivet Baptist Church in nearby 
Hendersonville.

He is a graduate of Judson College, Elgin, 
Ill.; Northern Baptist Theological Seminary, 
Oak Brook, Ill.; and earned the master and 
doctorate degrees in education from Wayne 
State University, Detroit, Mich.

A former teacher and counselor in the 
Detroit public school system, McGIothian has 
been director of educational services of the 
Detroit Urban League. While in Detroit, 
McGIothian was pastor of the Church of Our

• Father Baptist Church for 11 years.
He and his wife, the former Gloria D. 

McDonald of Detroit, have five children.
As chancellor of the seminary, Boddie will 

serve the school in a public relations capaci
ty. A well-known civic and religious leader, 
Boddie served as church pastor in New York 
and West Virginia for 21 years before joining 
the staff of the American Baptist Foreign 
Mission Societies in 1956.

McGIothian

become involved in missions. They are SBC 
President and Mrs. Adrian Rogers and family 
of Memphis; Mr. and Mrs. James Barron and 
family, missionaries to Ghana; Mr. and Mrs. 
Ted Samples and family, missionaries among 
Indians in Wyoming; and Mr. and Mrs. 
Gilbert Butler and family of Guin, Ala., who 
have done volunteer missions projects for the 
SBC Home Mission Board.

The meeting will also include three sessions 
on Monday, June 9. The morning session at 
9:30 will feature “The Church in Life- 
Changing Commitment.” Alastair Walker, 
pastor of First Baptist Church of Spartan
burg, S.C., and Margaret Perkins, WMU con
sultant for cooperative ministries with Na
tional Baptists, Birmingham, Ala., will 
speak.

Miss Blount will introduce three women in
volved in missions through their churches— 
Mrs. Lanell Saeger, leader of the refugee 
ministry at Vestavia Hills Baptist Church, 
Birmingham; Anita Reece of St. Louis, Mo., a 
student at Southwest Baptist College in 
Bolivar, Mo., who served as an “Acteens ac
tivator” in WMU’s missions program for 
teen-age girls, and Mrs. Gail Linam, a WMU 
writer who is children’s director for Calvary 
Baptist Church, Waco, Tex.

The afternoon session at 2 p.m. will feature 
“Great Women and Life-Changing Com
mitments.” Carolyn Weatherford, executive 
director of WMU, will report on the work of 
the WMU executive board and other “Great 
Women of WMU Today.”

Broadman Press and WMU will unveil of
ficially the new biography of Lottie Moon, 
whose name and story are perpetuated by the 
Christmas offering which provides more than 
half the funds for Southern Baptist foreign 
missions.

The New Lottie Moon Storv will be re
viewed by the author, Catherine B. Allen, 
assistant to the executive director of WMU, 
Birmingham. Two descendants of Lottie 
Moon will be presented—Mrs. William Barry 
Harmon of Richmond, Va., and Mrs. R.C. 
Churchill of Crewe, Va.

Special music will be presented by Jane 
Chu, a concert pianist of Chinese descent, who 
is a student at Ouachita Baptist University, 
Arkadelphia, Ark. Special speakers will be 
Mr. and Mrs. Jerry Barrett, missionaries in 
Hong Kong.

The session will adjourn into an autograph 
exhibit and reception at which WMU plans to 
bring together the largest collection of 
memorabilia of Lottie Moon ever shown. All 
Southern Baptist home and foreign mis
sionaries will be honored.

The closing WMU session at 7:30 Monday 
evening will stress individual action in life
changing commitments. R. Keith Parks, 
president of the Foreign Mission Board, will 
be the final speaker, along with David Book, 
home missionary who coordinates Southern 
Baptist ministries at Lake Placid, N.Y.; and 
Mr. and Mrs. Dale E. Beighle, foreign mis
sionaries in Bophuthatswana.

Each segment of the WMU annual meeting 
will feature dramatic monologues by Sheryl 
Churchill, Baptist young women consultant 
for WMU, based on The New Lottie Moon 
Story.

Mrs. Beverly Terrell of Dallas, Tex., will 
direct music and sing at each session. The 
Missouri Singing Women, directed by Linda 
Boyd of Jefferson City, Mo., will perform at 
the opening session. Albin Whitworth of 
Wilmore, Ky., will be the organist at the 
meeting.
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Jack McEwen, pastor of First Baptist 
Church in Chattanooga for the past seven 
years, has been named dean of the school of 
religious education at Southern Baptist 
Theological Seminary in Louisville. 
McEwen’s election came at the meeting of 
the seminary’s board 
of trustees on April 16.

In addition to his 
duties as dean, the 
Chattanooga pastor ■ 
will serve as pro- 
fessor of religious \ 
education. Approx- X* XX
imately 400 of the \ *
seminary's 2,000 
students are in the 
school of religious »>
education. McEwen

Before assuming the Chattanooga 
pastorate, McEwen was on the faculty of the 
University of Tennessee at Chattanooga. 
Prior to that, he was pastor of Lookout Moun
tain Baptist Church and Northside Baptist 
Church, both in Chattanooga; First Baptist 
Church in Daisy; and churches in Texas.

A native of South Carolina, he earned his 
undergraduate degree from UTC, a bachelor 
of divinity from Southwestern Baptist 
Theological Seminary, Fort Worth, Tex.; and 
graduate degrees from the University of Ten
nessee at Knoxville. He also attended Baptist 
Bible College in Springfield, Mo., Baylor 
University at Waco, Tex., and the University 
of Colorado at Boulder.

Active in denominational life, he has been a 
member of the board of trustees for Carson- 
Newman College, Jefferson City; president of 
the Chattanooga ministerial association; and 
held offices in Hamilton County Baptist 
Association.

His wife, June, has written articles for 
Royal Service magazine. Baptist and Reflec
tor, and other Southern Baptist publications. 
She is presently a member of the faculty at

C-N students, staff 
recover from illness

Students and staff members at Carson- 
Newman College, Jefferson City, who suf
fered from suspected food poisoning are out of 
the hospital and the college infirmary, a col
lege official told the Baptist and Reflector on 
April 21.

As of Monday of this week, no report had 
been received by the college from the State 
Health Department as to the cause of the ill
ness, which began to affect students on April 
14. A local physician has diagnosed the cause 
as salmonella, a form of food poisoning.

As a precautionary measure, all suspected 
food was removed from the college dining 
hall.

The illness affected about 300 students and 
staff members to varying degrees, with most 
of them receiving medication and returning 
to their dorms. At one time, there were 14 
students in the Jefferson Memorial Hospital, 
Jefferson City.

Girls’ Preparatory School and is former ex
ecutive director of the YWCA of Chattanooga.

McEwen’s resignation will be effective 
Aug. 1. He succeeds Allen Graves in the 
seminary post.

b/ Bwe

SO GREAT THE JOURNEY 
by Bonnie Ball O'Brien
Joe Ann Shelton has sung, re

corded. and spoken all over the world
Bonnie Ball O Brien, a free-lance 

author from Albuqueque. New Mexico, 
authors this story of Joe Ann s spiritual 
journey—her singing career, speaking 
engagements, frustrations and per
sonal problems, and her new life of 
peace with God. $5.95

PRACTICAL DISCIPLESHIP
Jesse C. Fletcher
Piactical Discipleship is an in 

depth study of the meaning of the lire- 
changing experiences through which 
Christians pass as they become more 
like Christ.
Jesse C Fletcher, president of Hardin 
Simmons University and author of 
numerous Broadman books including 
Bill Wallace ol China, provides 
spiritual incentre tor personal di^ci 
phne of walking daily with Christ

$4 95

At your Baptist Book Store

BBROADMAN

Doctor of Ministry Degree Study 
to be Offered in Nashville

Fall of 1980 \ m I Spring of 1981
fm

Southern Baptist Theological Seminary
Qualified persons holding Master of Divinity degrees from 
accredited seminaries may apply.

Those interested should write the Director of Advanced Profes
sional Studies, Southern Baptist Theological Seminarv, 2825 
Lexington Road, Louisville, Kentucky, or call l-(800)-626-5525 
toll-free.
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---------------------------- BIBLE BOOK SERIES---------------------------
Lesson for April 27

Holiness in life, worship
By Jerry Foust, pastor 

Mt. Tirzah Baptist Church, Newbern
Basic Passage: Leviticus 18:1 to 27:34 
Focal Passage: Leviticus 19:1-3, 9-18, 30-37 
Today we conclude our study of Leviticus 

still dealing with the general theme “Laws for 
a Holy Nation.” Our attention will be directed 
toward “The Holiness Code,” chapters 17-26. 
The three main sections of “The Holiness 
Code” are: laws concerning human relation
ships (18:1-20:27); 
laws concerning 
details of Israel’s wor
ship (21:1-24:23); and 
laws concerning eco
nomic and financial 
responsibilities 
(25:1-27:34). Because 
these chapters cover 
such a wide range of 
material, we only will 
deal with chapter 19 of
the first section. Foust

“The Holiness Code” is the fifth major divi
sion of Leviticus. It is called.“The Holiness 
Code” because of its emphasis on God’s 
holiness and the demand that Israel should 
likewise be holy (19:2-20:26). The Holiness 
Code contains a long series of blessings and 
curses which form an appropriate ending for 
a code of law. Some of the material in 
chapters 17-26 has already been dealt with in 
earlier chapters. Many scholars feel these 
chapters were once a separate collection of 
laws of an earlier date than the rest of 
Leviticus. The date of this material is 
somewhere between the writing of the book of 
Deuteronomy, which cannot have been later 
than 621 B.C., and the end of the Babylonian 
exile.

Ronald Clements says in the Broadman 
Commentary, “There is every reason to 
believe that the Holiness Code was put 
together in Jerusalem and represents the rul
ings upheld in the Temple before the Babylo
nian destruction of the city. The final editing 
of the Holiness Code seems to have occurred 
sometime during the period of the exile.”

As we look more specifically at chapter 19, 
it doesn’t take long to discover that there is a 
collection of laws similar in content and form 
to a group of earlier laws, especially the Ten 
Commandments and the covenant code. In 
this lesson we will discuss only a few of the 
commandments given which express holiness 
in life and worship.

We are to be holy (19:2)
Leviticus 19:2 says the people of God were 

to be holy because “The Lord your God is ho
ly.” God is holy and we belong to Him. There 
is a constant emphasis in this chapter on 
belonging to God. Fifteen different times in 37 
verses the Lord says, “I am the Lord,” or “I 
am the Lord your God.” (19:2,3,4,10,12,14,16, 
18,25,28,31,32,34,36,37)
Holiness involves respecting parents (19:3)
After a brief introduction on why we are to 

be holy, it is interesting that this chapter 
begins with the fifth commandment. For an 
Israelite to have holiness, there must be 
honor and respect within the home. Leviticus 
19:3 says, “Every one of you shall revere his 
mother and father, and you shall keep My 
sabbath. I am the Lord your God (RSV). The 
home was established before the church.

When there are problems in school, church, 
or society, it means the home has failed. The 
church and school definitely play a major role 
in the direction of our nation, but the home 
plays the most important role. It is most dif
ficult for the church and school to solve the 
problems of society when the home is not 
what it should be. The church and school can 
offer many solutions, but there must be 
cooperation and support from the home. As 
you work with youth and children, especially 
if they misbehave, love them enough to find 
out something about their home situations. 
Many children from divorced families need 
your Christian love and understanding. If 
they lack this at home, then your responsibili
ty as a Christian should take you a step far
ther.

The absolute seriousness of the command
ment is reflected in the ascriptions of the 
death penalty in cases of extreme parental 
abuse (Exod. 21:15,17; Lev. 20:9; Deu. 21:18). 
Holiness involves keeping the Sabbath (19:3)

Leviticus 19:3 also says, “You shall keep 
my sabbaths.” This is the 4th commandment 
in Exodus 20, “Remember the sabbath day, to 
keep it holy.” Notice the mention of the word 
“holy,” as this is the emphasis in Leviticus 
19:3.

There are some differences in the 4th com
mandment in Exod. 20:8 and the same com
mandment in Deuteronomy 5:12. First, Ex
odus begins with the word “remember” while 
Deuteronomy begins with the word 
“observe.”

A second difference is that Deuteronomy 
5:12 adds “as the Lord your God commanded 
you” which has no counterpart in the Exodus 
form of the command. There are also prohibi
tions concerning work in both Exodus and 
Deuteronomy, but Deuteronomy adds “your 
ox, or your ass,” which has no counterpart in 
the Exodus form of the command.

A third difference is that Exodus appeals to 
Israel to keep the sabbath holy because of the 
creative activity of the Lord (Exod. 20:11), 
but makes no mention of the exodus as does 
Deuteronomy. Deuteronomy 5:15 says, “You 
shall remember that you were a servant in 
the land of Egypt and the Lord your God 
brought you out” (RSV).

It is the meaning of the commandment that 
is important, however, not the minor dif
ferences between the two books. The sabbath 
has at least seven important meanings. First, 
for the Jew the sabbath was a sign of the cove
nant between God and His chosen people 
(Ezekiel 20:12,20). Second, the sabbath was 
also a day of rest in remembrance of the time 
God rested after the creation (Gen. 2:3; Ex
od. 32:17). Third, the sabbath was a day of 
thanksgiving for the deliverance from Egypt 
(Lev. 19:34; Deu. 5:15). It is to remind the 
Israelites that they were once slaves and that 
God by His power had delivered them and 
made them His own people. It is, then, a 
weekly reminder of the Passover, just as for 
Christians Sunday is a weekly reminder of 
Easter. Fourth, the sabbath was a day of 
sanctification (Gen. 1:31-2:3). Fifth, it was a 
prophetic day, as is seen in the grace after the 
sabbath meal. Sixth, it was a day of joy 
(Isaiah 58: 13-14). Seventh, the sabbath was a 
day of worship (Exod. 20:8,10,11).

Holiness involves not stealing (19:11)
Leviticus 19:11 says, “You shall not steal.” 

This is the eighth commandment mentioned 
in Exodus 20. There are many Bible nar
ratives that illustrate the sin of stealing, its 
effects, and how it hinders one from having a 
holy relationship with God. One of the best for 
me is the story of Achan in Joshua 6-8. You 
will remember that Israel was not to take the 
silver and gold as they conquered Jericho. 
But Achan could not resist the temptation. 
Therefore, because of his sin, Israel could not 
capture the small city of Ai.

The sin of stealing affected the whole na
tion, and it was only after Achan confessed his 
sin that Israel captured Ai and went forward. 
Stealing hindered Achan from having a holy 
relationship with God. The sin of just one man 
hurt a whole nation until it was confessed. It 
doesn’t matter which sin one commits, it 
keeps an individual from having a holy rela
tionship with God. This truth is illustrated by 
James 2:10, “For whoever keeps the whole 
law but fails in one point has become guilty of 
all of it.”

The New Testament adds to the meaning of 
the commandments for us today. Matthew 22: 
37-40 says, “You shall love the Lord your God 
with all your heart, soul, mind.” Basically 
this passage can be summed up in one word, 
love.

When man has love for God, he will keep the 
commandments mentioned in Leviticus 19.

LIFE AND WORK SERIES
Lesson for April 27

Responsible parenting
By Robert C. Burch, pastor 

Calvary Baptist Church, Knoxville
Basic Passages: Genesis 4:1; Proverbs 22:6; Ephesians 6:1-4; 2 Timothy 2:1-7
Focal Passages: Genesis 4:1; Proverbs 22:6; Ephesians 6:1-4

Burch

There is no responsibility greater than that 
of raising children. In it are bound up a 
parent’s hopes and dreams. The Bible’s 
perspective on the relationship of parent and 
child is a “plumb line” for all Baptist 
families.

I. The REWARD of 
children (Gen. 4:1; Ps. 
127:3-5)

One of the purposes 
for which God created 
the institution of mar
riage was companion
ship, but another was 
to bear children. God 
commanded man and 
woman to “be fruitful 
and multiply” (Gen. 
1:28). One of the high
est gifts God has given man is the ability to 
reproduce himself. To the worldly-minded 
person, children are an incumbrance, a 
burdensome expense, and a necessary evil. 
To the spiritually-minded person, children 
are a “heritage” and a “reward” from the 
Lord (Ps. 127:3).

Although children are a blessing, man’s sin
fulness can turn God’s blessing into a curse. 
God’s original purpose, however, is still to 
bless marriage with children. In Genesis, Eve 
saw her child as a blessing. In Psalms 127, 
children are called “arrows.” Children, like 
arrows, do not grow of themselves. They must 
be cut, shaped, sanded, and cared for. They 
take skill and time for their development.

Arrows and the quiver express the relation
ship of parents and children. The quiver pro
vides safety and support for the arrows. The 
arrows provide protection and joy for the 
hunter. So, parents are to protect, support, 
and guide their “arrows” and then children 
(arrows) provide protection against the 
loneliness and emptiness of life.

II. The REARING of children (Prov. 22:6)
Proverbs gives wonderful instruction for 

the training of children. We see here:
A. Process - “Train up a child” - This 

means parents are to direct the development. 
This involves: 1) a good example - a child 
learns more from the eye than the ear, and 2) 
good habits - mere talk about religion that is 
not built upon action is ineffective. The 
Jesuits say, “Give me your child until he is 12, 
and I care not who has charge of him after
wards.”

We need to train our children in many 
areas. Some areas we need to emphasize are:

1. Manners - If politeness is not engrained in 
the young, it will not be perfectly attained in 
later life.

2. Morals - The very young child can be 
taught the difference in right and wrong to the 
development of a life of integrity.

3. Moments - The way a family spends its 
time and directs the child’s use of his time 
builds a foundation for a child’s future ac
tions.

B. Purpose - “in the way he should go” 
-There are two ways before a child: the way 
he should go - leading to reward, and the way 
he would go - leading to ruin. A child’s nature 
has the same tendencies for Adam as do we.

C. Promise - “When he is old he will not 
depart from it” - A child may depart from the 
truth when he is young, but the smothered 
conviction has the potential of burning again. 
The Scripture fastened in his memory can, as 
in the Prodical Son’s case, ultimately bring 
him back home.

HI. The RESPONSIBILITY of children 
(Eph. 6:1-3)

The children are addressed in the Church of 
Ephesus. They are reminded of their respon
sibility to God in their relationship to their 
parents.

“Obey” is used to show children and 
parents the proper role each has; the parent 
is to exercise loving authority and the child is 
to submit to that authority. One of the first 

things a child must learn is how to obey. No 
disobedient child is ever happy. “In the 
Lord” qualifies the obedience. We shouid 
never disobey our Heavenly Father by obey
ing our earthly father. Three reasons are 
given for this obedience:

A. It is Right - Obedience is in the very 
nature of the relationship and cannot change. 
It is only logical that the ones who give us life 
and care for us have the authority to carry out 
their responsibility.

B. It is a Requirement - In verse 2, Paul 
quotes the Fifth Commandment. Disobe
dience to parents is as flagrant a breach of the 
Mosaic law as stealing, lying, cursing, and 
adultery. Honor is higher than obedience, and 
it is the reward due those to whom we are in
debted for our existence.

C. It is a Reward - The Fifth Commandment 
in the decalogue has a specific promise at
tached. Our future peace and prosperity is af
fected by our attitude toward our parents.

IV. The REMINDER for Fathers (Eph. 6:4)
A. Prohibition for Fathers - “do not provoke 

your children to anger.” Fathers are ad
dressed because of their place of authority in 
the home and perhaps because of their 
tendency to be harsh (Col. 3:19). We can ex
cite negative responses in our children by: 
unreasonable demands, irritable nagging, 
perpetual fault finding, harsh criticism, un
just partiality (see Joseph’s case, Gen. 37:4), 
and by neglect. Fathers, by not being fair and 
faithful, can harm their children’s spirits. 
The key to governing our children is to first be 
able to govern ourselves.

B. Precept for Fathers - “Bring them up in 
the discipline and instruction of the Lord.” 
Many fathers, feeling their own in- 
competance, shrink from this task. Note the 
tragic example of Eli (I Sam. 2:12-13). This 
includes two things:.

1. To Disciple (teach) - Their ignorance is 
our fault. If we do not teach them truth, so
meone will teach them error. “A child left to 
himself brings shame” (Prov. 29:15).

2. To Discipline - A large part of discipline 
consists of rewards and punishments. God’s 
laws are full of them. Ultimately, every act of 
obedience is rewarded and every act of 
disobedience is punished (Heb. 2:2). If our 
Heavenly Father chastens His children to 
show that selfishness and wilfulness bring 
pain - so should we. (See Prov. 13:24, 22:15, 
23:13-14)

Chartered Bus 
BAPTIST WORLD ALLIANCE 

TORONTO, CANADA 
July 3-July 14 

via Washington, N.Y., Providence, 
R.I., Boston, Albany, N.Y., Niagara 
Falls, Detroit, Lima, Ohio. Price for 
bus and lodging $498. 

For more Information 
write Gene Roberts 
Rt. 5, Seymour, TN 37865 

or call 615/573-5632
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UNIFORM LESSON SERIES
Lesson for April 27

Walking in the light
By William L. Blevins, professor of religion 

Carson-Newman College, Jefferson City
Basic Passage: 1 John 1; 3:19-4:6
Focal Passage: 1 John 1:5-10; 4:1-6

Late in the first century, 1 John was ad
dressed to Christians who were tempted to 
trade iff their old faith for a new philosophy 
called Gnosticism. The Gnostics offered the 
church some novel ways of thinking about 
God, the world, and human behavior. But in 
the end, Gnosticism 
only flirted with the 
truth. This philosophy 
turned thumbs-down 
on traditional Chris
tian beliefs and 
values, denying that 
Jesus was fully God in 
human form and 
discarding many of 
the moral values that 
had shaped Christian 
behavior. Gnostics be Blevin*
lieved Jesus was merely an apparition, that 
He only seemed to have a body. And they 
called for free and uninhibited expression of 
human desires.

Gnosticism, dressed in Christian garb, was 
an enticement to some in the early church and 
caused confusion for others. Many Christians 
became tentative in their understanding 
about what it meant to be truly committed to 
Jesus. This is precisely why 1 John was writ
ten. This letter exposed some of the heretical 
ideas of Gnosticism and underlines several 
characteristics of authentic faith. Two of 
these characteristics are the subject of this 
week’s lesson. For those seeking to be a real 
Christian, the Biblical text points in the right 
direction.

Living in the light
First John contains several descriptions of 

what it means to be a genuine Christian. The 
first test of authentic faith is to walk in the 
light, to live in character with God (1 John 
1:5). The text uses the metaphor of “light” 
and “darkness” to describe God and authen
tic faith (1 John 1:5-7). “Light” is a symbol 
for truth, goodness, and intelligence. 
“Darkness” stands for error, sin, and ig
norance.

Given the meaning of these two metaphors, 
God is light. There is absolutely no darkness 
in Him at all (1 John 1:5). Consequently, those 
who “claim” to have an intimate relationship 
with God, but live in a manner that is opposed 
to His character, are phonies (1 John 1:6). 
Those who live, or walk, in the light (in a way 
consistent with God’s character) continue to 
have fellowship with each other and continue 
to be cleansed from their sins by the blood of 
Jesus (1 John 1:7).

This principle of living in the light is 

counter to the Gnostic philosophy which per
mitted one to give expression to any human 
desire. One simply cannot be a real Christian 
and live any way he wants. An authentic 
Christian’s behavior reflects God’s 
character.

The text in 1 John does not mean that true 
Christians live without sin. A real Christian 
knows that he (she) is a sinner. It is when we 
deny our sins that we are phoney (1 John 1:8, 
10). When we acknowledge our sins and con
fess them (put them into the light) we are pro
mised forgiveness and cleansing (1 John 1:9).

Believing the truth
A second description of authentic faith is 

believing the truth (1 John 4:1-6). This par
ticular affirmation addressed the Gnostic 
contention that Jesus was not a real person. 
The recipients of 1 John were cautioned to test 
the “spirit” or ideas that were being pro
claimed, to determine if they were from God 
(1 John 4:1). What was the fundamental test? 
It was the incarnation—the fact that God fully 
existed in bodily form (1 John 4:2). Whoever 
did not believe that Jesus came “in the flesh” 
was not of God (1 John 4:3).

When you and I believe the truth, when we 
affirm that Jesus was God in the flesh and 
commit ourselves to Him, we receive two pro
mises.

First, we can live with the assurance that 
God dwells in us. And when God is in us we 
can overcome the world because God is 
greater than the world (1 John 4:4).

Second, in our daily lives we can discern 
“truth” from “error” (1 John 4:6). An imita
tion Christian may behave any way he likes 
and believe anything he wants. A real Chris
tian, however, bears a different brand. 
Genuine Christians live in character with God 
and follow only what they believe is His truth.

Buffalo and Harpeth River 
Canoeing Trips!
TIP-A-CANOE STORES, INC.

Rt. 2, Box 114 
Kingston Springs, TN 37082 

(615)254-0836

Belmont Plaza. A different 
way to retire in Nashville.

Key city Bold Mission emphasis 
launched at rally in Atlanta

ATLANTA—Multiplication — not addition 
— is the New Testament plan for world 
evangelism, James H. Smith told 900 Atlanta 
Baptists at a rally to launch Bold Mission 
Thrust in their city.

“Read the New Testament, and you’ll see 
that ‘rtiultitudes’ joined the church at a time,” 
said Smith, executive director of the Baptist 
Brotherhood Commission.

“New Testament Christians were not con
tent with mere addition, and I challenge you 
to be the same way,” he added.

“Pray that God will lay just five 
unevangelized persons on your heart; then 
pray for them and reach out in love to them; 
believe you will be able to witness to them, to 
lead them to the Lord, and disciple them.

“In a year, all six of you will start the pro
cess again with five new people each. That’s 
multiplication,” he said. “And you can do it; 
victory has been assured of God.”

Frederick G. Sampson, pastor of Taber
nacle Missionary Baptist Church in Detroit, 
Mich., followed Smith’s challenge with a call 

to “dynamic commitment.”
“You have lost over 50 churches in 

Atlanta,” he said. “But while your hearts 
ache and people criticize you,... set things in 
order.

The rally marked the beginning of Key City- 
Metro Atlanta, an evangelism and missions 
project outlined by Bold Mission Thrust, the 
Southern Baptist plan to preach the gospel to 
every person on earth by the year 2000,

Tennessee Baptist Children’s 
Home, Franklin is in need of foster 
parents to keep infants prior to 
adoptive placement. Must be ac
tive members of a Southern Baptist 
Church, married, mother not 
employed outside the home, and 
have adequate facility for care. 
Placement normally 4-8 weeks. 
Please contact Wayne Maddox, 
Supervisor of Social Services, Ten
nessee Baptist Children's Home, 
P.O. Box 519, Franklin, TN 37064.
615/794-6648._

DISCOVER!

TRACTS
50 fresh, new tools to 
extend your church’s 
outreach and ministry in 
Bold Mission Thrust. 
This new line of colorful 
tracts relates to six key 
areas of concern. For a 
brochure write: Church 
Media Library Dept., 
Baptist Sunday School 
Board, 127 Ninth Ave.,N., 
Nashville, TN 37234

Retiring in Nashville is one thing. 
But actively retiring in Nashville’s 
historic Hillsboro-Belmont area is 
something else. Our concept of retirement 
is based on the idea of growth, the idea 
that there are still a lot of undiscovered 
moments and unexplored places in your life. 
Belmont Plaza provides an environment 
where this kind of growth is possible. 
We’re open now on a rental basis. Visit 
our information office and furnished 
model today. We’re located adjacent to 
Belmont College.

Belmont 
Plaza 
Active Retirement Living 

in a Christian Environment
Owned by Belmont Plaza Associates. Managed by American Retirement Corporation.

For more information about Belmont 
Plaza complete this convenient form 
and mail it to Belmont Plaza, 1710 
Magnolia Blvd., Nashville, TN 37212. 
Or call (615)383-2557.
□ Apartment floor plans
□ Maintenance and housekeeping 

programs
□ Scheduled activities and recrea

tional facilities
□ Health and safety features
□ Belmont Plaza convenience 

features
□ Please have a Belmont Plaza repre

sentative telephone me with more 
information.

Name ____________________________

Address __________________________

City______________________________

State Zip

Phone ( ) ___________________
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Young man attempts suicide; 
bounces back to glorify God

It didn’t happen overnight, but Mark 
Reneau, a ministerial student at Carson- 
Newman College, Jeferson City, has bounced 
back from a period of deep depression in his 
life during which he unsuccessfully attempted 
suicide.

Reneau, a Jefferson City hairstylist, now 
says his motivating desire is to glorify God 
through his hairstyling business, through his 
God-given talents, and through his life.

He is quick to admit, however, that it wasn’t 
long ago that he felt he had no reason for liv
ing.

In 1971, after a year and a half at the 
University of Tennessee, Martin, he dropped 
out of school for seven years. During that 
time, Reneau worked a number of unfulfilling 
sales jobs which eventually led to a depres
sion during which he attempted suicide.

“It seems that we always wait on a crisis to 
bring us to God. God has a plan for each of us 
but it’s amazing the steps some of us take to 
avoid it.” Reneau, who was first introduced to

On Matters of

Family Living
By B. David Edens

Director, Marriage and Family Program 
Stephens College, Columbia, MO 65201

Childhood exercise
It seems we can’t depend on games, no mat

ter how competitive, to provide kids with the 
intensive exercise needed to toughen the 
heart for its life-long marathon. University of 
Michigan studies show that even youngsters 
who regularly play basketball, hockey and 
the like are seldom in action long enough to 
raise their heart rate above the 180 beats per 
minute required to condition the heart for the 
long run.

By the age of six, most kids are developing 
the sedentary habits that will make some of 
them candidates for future heart disease, 
says Professor Thomas B. Gilliam. “Children 
are transported to and from school, extracur
ricular and even sports activities. They sit for 
hours watching television and consuming 
high calorie junk foods.”

When they reach school age, the average 
physical education program does not provide 
adequate activity. Track and swimming, 
which would do the job, are generally not 
available to young children. Other sports do 
not require the periods of sustained, high in
tensity exertion that build healthy hearts.

Early evidence of a three-year study in
dicates regular, vigorous exercise can reduce 
the high levels of blood fats and blood 
pressure already evident in some youngsters. 
Gilliam and colleagues report that a pilot 
study divided 62 third and fourth graders into 
two groups. One group participated in 25 
minutes of intensive, rigorous activity four 
times a week; the other 31 kids had gym-as- 
usual twice a week.

At the end of 12 weeks, the youngsters in the 
experimental group who had started out with 
elevated levels of fat in their blood now had 
significantly lower fat levels. The children in 
the regular gym program who had high fat 
levels in their blood ended the 12-week period 
with slightly higher fat levels.

Now, 86 first-graders are participating in a 
similar but more expansive program. In addi
tion to the 25 minutes, four times weekly 
vigorous exercise stints, the 43 “experimen
tal” youngsters will attend a class explaining 
the roles exercise, diet and habit play in the 
achievement and maintenance of health. At 
the end of three years, researchers will know 
if they have one solution to the cardiovascular 
diseases that kill and cripple so many 
Americans.

In Prof. Gilliam’s opinion, first grade is a 
late start. He believes that a need and liking 
for strenuous physical activity can be built 
into preschoolers.

Christ at UT Martin, felt throughout 7 years of 
running that God was calling him into the 
ministry.

Today, when Reneau speaks to church 
groups he likes to compare the miracles Jesus 
performed in Biblical times to the one He per
formed in Reneau’s life. After aiming a gun at 
his head and misfiring 3 times, on the fourth 
attempt Reneau succeeded in shooting 
himself, passing out and loosing all vital signs 
for several minutes. However, within 10 days 
Reneau says he was out of the hospital and 
running from God again.

It was then that Reneau quickly learned the 
skill of haircutting, married his wife, Dusty, 
and opened a successful business in 
Maryville.

All the while, Reneau says he lived with a 
sense of “Christian guilt.” “A certain amount 
of guilt can be good for you,” he related. “The 
Lord laid a burden on me to come back to 
school.”

Under the guidance of his pastor, Glenn 
Grubb of Madison Avenue Baptist Church, 
Maryville, Reneau enrolled at Carson- 
Newman as a religion major with a speech 
concentration.

“I wondered how being a hairstylist could 
fit into His plan,” says Reneau. “But the Lord 
has blessed me with a tremendous student- 
oriented business in Jefferson City. It has 
enabled me to put myself through school...my 
wife and I are expecting our first baby in 
June,” he adds with wide eyes and an en
thusiastic grin. “I’m beginning to see the 
whole picture in focus.”

Upon graduation, Reneau plans to attend 
seminary before going overseas.

“I want to relate JesusChrist to people who 
have never heard of Him. We can’t continue 
to neglect these people,” Reneau states. “God 
has been too good, and too patient to me. In 
return I want .to spend my life, every day of it 
glorifying Him.”

HISTORICALLY
FROM THE FILES

50 YEARS AGO
Hester Ann Williams, an ex-slave of 

one of the early settlers in East Ten
nessee, died at her home in Jacksboro 
at the age of 82. She was a member of 
the Baptist Church at Jacksboro, hav
ing been baptized into its fellowship as 
a young girl. When the slaves were 
freed, she continued, as did many 
others, to hold membership with her 
white brethren. She did not leave the 
community as most of the freed slaves 
did, but she did begin to economize in 
every possible way. She bought a little 
home, paid for it, and lived alone until 
her death. Her funeral was conducted 
from the church with Pastor W.M. 
Thomas officiating. A choir from the 
Negro Baptist Church in LaFollette 
sang. The meetinghouse was filled, 
mostly with whites of the community.

25 YEARS AGO
First Baptist Church of Spring Hill 

was organized with 52 charter 
members. F.T. Carroll was called as 
pastor.

10 YEARS AGO
Mrs. Oscar Woody of Concord gave a 

farm to be shared with Harrison 
Chilhowee Baptist Academy, Seymour, 
and the Tennessee Baptist Children’s 
Homes, Nashville. The farm sold foi 
$149,000 and the academy received 70 
percent of the gift while the children’s 
homes received 30 percent. Mrs. Woody 
was a member of First Baptist Church, 
Concord. Her sisters, Miss Gertrude 
Atchley and Miss Bess Atchley, had 
served many years with the faculty and 
staff of the academy.

TENNESSEAN AT SOUTHERN — Lisa Bridges (right) of Jellico, a student at 
Southern Baptist Theological Seminary, Louisville, Ky., talks with Dottie Dimwid- 
dle, social worker and supervisor of social work field educationzwho spoke at 
Southern's first annual social work banquet.

Sacrifices for Arabs come
at salvation, visitors soy

NASHVILLE (BP)—Among differences 
between Baptist churches in the United States 
and Arab countries, perhaps none is as 
marked as participation. Active involvement 
in Arab churches averages three to four times 
the membership total.

The Southern Baptist Convention average 
Sunday school attendance, in contrast, runs 
just over 50 percent of Sunday school 
membership.

In Arab countries, it’s not a small matter to 
change from the muslim faith to another 
religion. There are legal considerations in ad
dition to a personal decision, according to 
three Arab Baptists visiting the United States 
from Israel, Jordan, and Lebanon.

Many people say they are born-again 
believers, but do not join the church through 
baptism because of the fear of persecution, 
they said.

Ghassen Khalaf, pastor, professor?and Bap
tist editorial worker in Beirut, Lebanon, said 
the decision to follow Christ is the most 
crucial, sacrificial decision in the life of an 
Arab.

Consequently, people who are listed as 
members of Baptist churches are “strong 
believers, ready to pay the cost of persecution 
from family, society, and friends to follow 
Jesus Christ and be a disciple,” Khalaf ex
plained. “You can multiply the number of 
members by four to know better how many 
believers are in the families of members.”

A prevalent myth which the three men were 
eager to dispel is that all Arabs are members 
of the Muslim faith. They estimated that 
Christians in Arab countries total eight or 
nine million out of a total population of 
100-million.

These Christians, however, have not all had 
a personal experience of salvation, the 
visitors explained, but are born into families

Two Zambians enroll 
in seminary extension

KABWE, Zambia—For the first time, Zam
bian pastors who have completed seminary 
training available in their country can take 
correspondence courses offered by the 
Southern Baptist Seminary Extension 
Department in Nashville.

Zambia’s Theological Education by Exten
sion (TEE) program will cover 75 percent of 
the cost of courses for seminary graduates 
who are active in Christian service, said 
Southern Baptist missionary Tom Small, ad
ministration of Zambia’s TEE program.

who are historically Christian. The men said 
one of their greatest challenges is leading 
these people to a personal knowledge of Jesus 
Christ.

In Nazareth, Israel, Fuad Hadad is the 
assistant headmaster in the Nazareth Baptist 
School, where he teaches English and general 
history and is a deacon in the church of 85 
members which operates the 6OO-memb«r 
school.

Fawaz Ameish, pastor of Amman Baptist 
Church, Amman, Jordan, for eight years, also 
is treasurer and evangelism director for the 
Jordan Baptist Convention. His 85-member 
church is the largest Baptist church in Jor
dan.

In Arab countries, Sunday school is not as 
diversified as in Southern Baptist churches 
because Bible study there is considered 
primarily for children. Adults study the Bible, 
but usually in evening sessions. Incidentally, 
Sunday school is held in Arab countries on 
Friday since that’s the Muslim sabbath and 
schools, industry, and government offices are 
closed that day.

Centenarian sings 
birthday wishes

MINERAL WELLS, Tex. (BP)-J.M. 
Denson has passed his 100th birthday, 
but he’s still carrying out a Christian 
ministry on the telephone.

Denson, a church member for 78 
years, stopped driving his car when he 
was 97, so he can’t visit sick people 
regularly anymore. But he calls people 
on the telephone and sings to them on 
their birthdays.

“A lot of people turned it around on 
me when I had my 100th birthday,” said 
Denson. “They called up and sang hap
py birthday to me.”

His pastor, Bobby Moore, said “J.M. 
Denson is one of the greatest men I’ve 
ever known because his whole life has 
been characterized by the words of 
Jesus: “He that would be great among 
you, let him be servant of all.”

Among the spiritual highlights of his 
life, Denson recalls helping lead music 
in revivals conducted by such historical 
figures as George Truett, J.B. Gam
brell, editor of the Baptist Standard in 
the early 1900s, and R.C. Buckner, 
founder of Buckner Baptist 
Benevolences of Texas.


