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Group to examine need 
for graduate schools

A 12-member committee was authorized to 
study the possibility of Tennessee Baptist col
leges entering into graduate programs, dur
ing the April 22 meeting of the education com
mittee of the TBC Executive Board.

The study committee will be composed of 
the president, academic dean, and chairman 
of the trustees of each of the three TBC col
leges (Belmont College, Nashville; Carson- 
Newman College, Jefferson City; and Union 
University, Jackson) plus three members of 
the education committee. Those from the 
education committee will be appointed by 
committee chairman, Howard Kolb of Mem
phis.

According to the motion passed by the 
education committee last week, the study 
committee is to report its recommendations 
and opinions to a regular or called meeting of 
the education committee. Kolb suggested that 
the report might be made to a joint meeting of 
the education committee and the program 
committee of the Executive Board.

The possibility of graduate schools at the 
TBC colleges surfaced at the 1979 Tennessee 
Baptist Convention when the Executive 
Board recommended that the program 
statements of each of the three TBC colleges 
be changed by adding, “Operates a graduate 
program when proper authority is received 
from the education committee of the Ex
ecutive Board.”

After discussion about the guidelines for 
such programs and their financing, the mo
tion was tabled until the 1980 TBC “to enable 
detailed information to be distributed.”

The issue came to the convention because 
Belmont College wants to begin a graduate 
school in business administration. In 1977 the 
college trustees voted to seek approval for the 
graduate school. The education committee of 
the Executive Board named a study commit-

Pastor's son dies 
in one car accident

Jeff Bradley, 16-year-old son of Willard 
Bradley, was killed in a one car accident be
tween Mt. Vernon and Tellico Plains recently. 
Bradley is pastor of the Macedonia Baptist 
Church in Tellico Plains.

Injured in the accident were Beecher Wat
son and Billy Buris, driver of the vehicle. 
Bradley died in route to Fort Sanders 
Hospital in Knoxville.

Funeral services were held from the 
Eleazar Methodist Church in Monroe County 
with burial in the church cemetery. Ronnie 
Watson and Carl Croft officiated. In addition 
to his mother and father, Bradley is survived 
by a sister, Tammy Bradley, and two 
brothers, Terry and Mark Bradley, all of the 
home.

Madewell suffers stroke, 
taken to intensive care

Alan Madewell, music director at First 
Baptist Church in Dunlap, suffered a severe 
stroke on April 25 and was taken to Vanderbilt 
Hospital in Nashville.

At press time on Monday, Madewell was on 
a life support system in the Intensive Care 
Unit at Vanderbilt.

tee to investigate that possibility. The matter 
was later presented to the program commit
tee, which brought its positive recommenda
tion to the Nov. 12, 1979, pre-convention 
meeting of the Executive Board.

The Executive Board then voted to bring 
the recommendation to the convention.

At last week’s meeting of the education 
committee, Herbert Gabhart, Belmont Col
lege president, said the school is still very in
terested in starting a graduate school in 
business administration. He reported that 
there are now over 500 students in the 
college’s undergraduate business school, and 
55 students are ready for the graduate pro
gram.

Gabhart believes a graduate school would 
attract students of an even higher quality, 
would attract more funds for the business 
school, and would provide a larger library for 
the college.

He told the education committee that the 
vote to table by the 1979 TBC messengers was 
not a negative vote against the program, but 
reflected their desire for more information. 
He also felt the messengers were preoccupied 
with the problems of Belmont Plaza.

Although Gabhart said the requested 
change in program statements was “not for 
one program on one campus,” both Cordell 
Maddox, president of Carson-Newman Col
lege, and Robert Craig, president of Union 
University, told the education committee that 
neither institution had any plans at this time 
for a graduate program.

Discussion at the education committee last 
week centered around the need for graduate 
schools, their financing, and the drawing up 
of guidelines for such programs.

Sunday School work 
to get attention

Camp Carson is scheduled to be the site of a 
leadership retreat May 2-3 for Sunday School 
workers from churches with less than 150 
enrolled in that organization.

According to Wendell Price, state Sunday 
School director, the conference is designed to 
acquaint workers with new ideas for use in 
Sunday School, to discuss the unique pro
blems and opportunities of the small Sunday 
School, and encourage motivation.

Age group conferences will be offered for 
workers with children, youth, adults, and 
general officers.

The retreat is scheduled to begin Friday at 
4:30 p.m. and conclude Saturday at 2:30 p.m.

No special buses slated for SBC
ST. LOUIS (BP)-—No special transportation system has been planned to transport 

messengers to and from hotels during the Southern Baptist Convention in St. Louis, June 
10-12.

“As we noted earlier on the SBC housing forms, we cannot provide a transportation 
system this year,” said Tim Hedquist, convention manager. “The cost of buses would 
have equalled the rest of the cost of running the convention.”

“Persons out of walking distance—especially those in the airport area—need to take 
that factor into consideration,” Hedquist said.

Hedquist said, however, that parking will be available and that messenger packets 
will include maps.

He reiterated that the original block of hotel rooms have been sold out, but that the 
SBC Housing Bureau is working to secure rooms for those who send in their forms. Only 
after May 8 will the housing bureau take reservations by telephone.

RELATIONSHIP—Robert Wilson (standing), Michigan executive secretary, speaks 
durina the discussion of a Tennessee-Michigan sister-state relationship. Others 
at the table (from left) are Bill Palmer, Tennessee president; Earl Wilson, presi
dent of the TBC Executive Board; Tom Madden, IBC txecutive executive; Howard 
Clark, Michigan president; and Milton Wood, president of the Michigan Executive 
committee.

Tennessee Baptists consider 
relationship with Michigan

Twelve Tennessee Baptists visited 
Michigan last week to explore the possibility 
of a sister-state ministry between the Ten
nessee Baptist Convention and the Baptist 
State Convention of Michigan.

The Tennesseans met with leaders of the 
Michigan convention at the Baptist building 
in Southfield, a suburb of Detroit.

The possibility of the sister-state relation
ship has been under study by a subcommittee 
of the Executive Board’s state missions com
mittee. The subcommittee has approved a 
recommendation of a Tennessee-Michigan 
relationship and guidelines for such an ar
rangement for consideration by the Ex
ecutive Board’s program committee.

If the program committee approves the 
proposal, it will go to the TBC Executive 
Board. If it receives approval there, it will go 
to the 1980 Tennessee Baptist Convention.

The recommended guidelines would en
courage associations and churches to enter 
into sister relationships with associations and 
churches in Michigan. Requests for 
assistance would come through the executive 
secretaries’ offices of the two state conven
tions.

Tom Madden, TBC executive secretary, 
pointed out that this sister-state relationship 
would not replace or discourage any church 
or association from assisting congregations in 
other pioneer areas of the Southern Baptist 
Convention.

In addition to Madden, those attending the 
two-day session in Michigan April 23-24 were:

William Palmer, TBC president and pastor 
of First Baptist Church. Morristown;

Earl Wilson, president of the TBC Ex
ecutive Board and pastor of City View Baptist 
Church, Knoxville;

Mrs. Claudia Gay, Lawrenceburg. Ten
nessee WMU president;

Paul Clark, chairman of the Executive 
Board’s program committee and pastor of 
Calvary Baptist Church, Jackson;

Pat Landrum, chairman of the Executive 
Board’s state missions committee and pastor 
of Brighton Baptist Church, Brighton;

(Continued on Page 3)

FAMILIAR NAME?—The office of the 
Baptist State Convention of Michigan 
is located at the corner of Brentwood 
Ave. and Twelve Mile Road in 
Southfield.
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St. Louis SBC to test 
new registration process

NASHVILLE (BP)-The first phase of in
creased checking of the registration process 
for messengers elected by churches will be 
implemented at the Southern Baptist Conven
tion’s annual meeting in St. Louis in June.

The increased attention to the registration 
process follows an investigation of the pro
cess at the SBC in Houston last year which 
turned up a number of violations of the pro
cess and procedures in need of correction.

The investigation by Lee Porter, SBC 
registration secretary, at the request of the 
SBC, however, failed to uncover any massive 
wrongdoing which would have affected the 
election of Adrian Rogers as SBC president. 
Question was raised about the election follow
ing efforts of a group pushing Biblical iner
rancy to elect him. The 1980 SBC will vote on 
several proposed bylaw changes which grew 
out of the investigation.

Porter outlined several steps persons must 
take in St. Louis to receive accreditation to 
vote as messengers in SBC business sessions.

1. A person must be elected properly by the 
church under constitutional requirements 
which permit one messenger for each 
“cooperating church” and one additional 
messenger either for each $250 of contribution 
to the work of the SBC or each 250 members. 
The church must use either the contribution 
test or the membership test, not a combina
tion, Porter said. No church, under constitu
tional limitations, may have more than 10.

2. A church allowed the full complement of 
10 messengers should elect no more than 10 
persons. “The constitution has no provisions 
for alternates and alternates will not be 
registered,” Porter said.

3. Persons elected must be a member of the 
church which elects them.

Missionaries in Liberia choose 
to stay, minister to the people

MONROVIA, Liberia (BP) — Southern 
Baptist missionaries in Liberia, meeting four 
days after a coup toppled the government of 
former President William R. Tolbert Jr., 
decided to remain in the country and minister 
to the people.

The missionaries’ action came in a called 
meeting after the government of new head of 
state Master Sgt. Samuel Doe, who led the 
coup, moved quickly to restore order and ex
pressed a desire for foreigners to remain in 
Monrovia.

Although missionaries were able to main
tain short-wave radio contact with the 
Southern Baptist Foreign Mission Board for 
several days following the coup, Norville’s 
written report, dated April 19, was the first 
detailed account received at the board.

Tolbert had been president of the Liberia 
Baptist Missionary and Educational Conven
tion Inc. and was pastor of Zion Praise Bap
tist Church in Bentol City, his hometown.

The April 12 coup caught everyone by sur
prise, said Norville. “The sound of gunfire in 
the early hours was the first indication that 
anything was taking place,” he said.

Although the new government immediately 
took stem measures to control looting, in
cluding a dusk-to-dawn curfew, Norville said 
a group of Liberians claiming to be soldiers 
visited the campus of Liberia Baptist 
Theological Seminary, Paynesward City, 
April 13 and asked missionary Margaret Fair
bum to give them the keys to two mission 
cars. Seminary President Bradley Brown, 
who lives nearby, talked them into taking on
ly one car.

When neighbors reported that the men plan
ned to return and rob the houses, missionaries 
at the seminary spent the night in the chapel. 
The following day, during a prayer meeting at 
the chapel, two carloads of soldiers searched

4. Messengers must register personally and 
present proper credentials from their church. 
“If they do not bring properly filled and 
signed messenger cards they will then have to 
contact the credentials committee,” Porter 
said. “If they can show the credentials com
mittee a letter from their church stating they 
were elected messengers in accordance with 
constitutional requirements they will receive 
credentials.

“If they don’t have written confirmation 
they will have to fill out a form for credentials 
attesting they were elected. After that they 
must present that form to the credentials 
committee to be checked. If it is approved 
they will be given credentials.”

“We will continue to operate on our historic 
assumption that churches will properly elect 
and properly certify election of their 
messengers and that individuals will honestly 
represent their election,” Porter declared.

“However, because of the problems in 
Houston the procedure w’U be more closely 
checked and further controls added in the 
future as Southern Baptists get acclimated to 
the new approach. We must maintain the in
tegrity of the registration and voting 
process,” Porter said.

“Lack of a properly filled out registration 
card will create a time consuming process,” 
Porter said. “It would be worth a few minutes 
before the convention for messengers to 
assure proper election and certification.” He 
said proper messenger cards are available to 
churches through state Baptist offices and 
most associations.

Porter said registration for the SBC will 
open at 2:30 p.m., Sunday, June 8, at the Cer
vantes Convention Center in St. Louis 
preceding the convention and will continue 
until the convention ends on June 12.

the seminary for Tolbert’s son, A.B. Tolbert. 
Missionaries continued their praise and wor
ship service when the soldiers left.

Missionaries from throughout Liberia were 
in the Monrovia area to celebrate the centen
nial of Baptist work in Liberia. Tolbert was to 
have spoken at an April 13 groundbreaking 
for a new Baptist convention building. Two 
Foreign Mission Board officials, who planned 
to join the groundbreaking ceremony, R. 
Keith Parks, president, and John Mills, 
secretary for west Africa, were on a flight to 
Monrovia, which was diverted to Ivory Coast 
after the coup.

The Baptist building in downtown Monrovia 
also was visited by soldiers April 17, said Nor
ville. Soldiers shot into the third floor and at
tic and were seen removing a safe and other 
office equipment from the basement of the 
building. The building had been Tolbert’s 
family residence while he was vice president. 
He still maintained an office on the third floor 
and kept his farm records in the basement.

Tolbert’s death has created problems for 
Ricks Institute, a Baptist school in Monrovia 
supported by the Liberian convention and the 
Southern Baptist Convention. Since operating 
funds came through the Liberian convention 
by way of checks signed by Tolbert, the school 
has not been receiving its usual operating 
funds. School officials said they have food 
supplies adequate for about a month. Many of 
the school’s students are children of Tolbert 
government officials.

Thirteen former government officials 
were shot by a firing squad April 22 on orders 
of the 17-member People’s Redemption Coun
cil now ruling the country. Among those ex
ecuted was Richard A. Henries, speaker of 
the House of Representatives, who had been 
chairman of the deacons at Providence Bap
tist Church, Monrovia.

STRATEGY FOR BAPTIST MEN—David Haney (right), newly elected director of the 
Baptist Men's division of the Brotherhood Commission, discusses strategy for a 
national program for Baptist Men with trustee chairman Jack Deligans of Califor
nia.

Brotherhood Commission
realigns organization

MEMPHIS (BP) - Trustees of the 
Southern Baptist Brotherhood Commission 
adopted a succinct statement of objectives for 
the agency and reorganized the structure of 
the agency to support that purpose at the 
opening session of the three-day meeting at 
the Holiday Inn Rivermont in Memphis.

After extensive debate about whether to in
clude a phrase mentioning “boys,” the 
trustees representing 26 states approved an 
objective of “helping churches involve men 
and boys in missions.”

Executive Director James H. Smith said his 
agency needs a clearly defined statement of 
objective to serve as a springboard for involv
ing men in missions to support effectively the 
denomination’s Bold Mission Thrust goal of 
sharing the gospel with the world by the year 
2000.

In the new staff alignment, the trustees sup
ported Smith’s proposal to create a Baptist 
Men’s division and a Royal Ambassador divi
sion out of the old program and ministries 
sections.

The Baptist Men’s division is a first step in 
involving more Baptist men in missions. 
Smith said he hopes to have at least one 
million Southern Baptist men taking part in 
missions activities during the next 20 years. 
Current enrollment is less than 250,000.

In another major change, the trustees 
created the position of associate executive 
secretary and named Norman Godfrey, direc
tor of the former ministries section, to fill it.

The staff adjustments leave the commis
sion with four divisions — Baptist Men, with 
David Haney, formerly director of the com
mission’s lay renewal department, as direc
tor; the Royal Ambassador division, with Bob 
Banks, director of the former program sec
tion, as director; communications division, 
with Roy Jennings, director of the former 
communications section, as director; and the 
business division, with Lynette Oliver, direc
tor of the former business section, as director.

The realignment also created an ad
ministrative unit, which will carry the same 
weight as a division but will focus on ad
ministrative matters related to the work of 
the executive director and associate ex
ecutive director.

Other personnel making major job shifts 
were Jack Childs, who left customer services 
to direct marketing, and Mike Davis, who 
moved from the editorship of Probe, monthly 
magazine for older RA boys, to direct the 
editorial services department.

Under the new staff alignment, major func
tions within the business division include 
customer services, merchandise services and 
accounting; Royal Ambassador division, 
Crusader and Pioneer RA boys work; com

munications division, marketing, art services 
and editorial services; Baptist Men’s divi
sion, lay renewal, disaster relief, Baptist 
Men’s programming and World Mission Jour
nal, monthly publication for men; and ad
ministrative unit, world missions con
ferences, associational consultation, 
language missions and Brotherhood coordina
tion.

In remarks leading to the actions, Smith 
said he has had a growing conviction during 
the last seven months as the new executive 
director of the agency that Southern Baptists’ 
Bold Mission Thrust effort to share the gospel 
with the world during the next 20 years “is of 
God,” and that it will require the services of a 
reservoir of Baptist laymen to succeed.

Brotherhood approves 
budget, urban study

MEMPHIS (BP) - Trustees of the 
Brotherhood Commission approved a 1980-81 
operating budget of $2,468,964 and voted to in
stall computer and improved telephone ser
vices during a three-day meeting of the 
Southern Baptist missions education agency 
at the Holiday Inn Rivermont in Memphis.

Agency participation in a center for urban 
studies with 10 other Southern Baptist 
organizations also was okayed. They are the 
Woman’s Missionary Union, Foreign Mission 
Board, Home Mission Board, Sunday School 
Board, and the six Southern Baptist 
seminaries.

The new center for urban studies will per
mit agencies access to research and consulta
tion on a common problem — how to com
municate the gospel and involve persons ef
fectively in missions in an urban setting.

The new budget, almost 12 percent higher 
than the present one, includes funding for a 
new Baptist Men’s division created a day 
earlier to spearhead the enlistment of Baptist 
men in missions activity.

The agency’s executive committee was 
asked to consider in detail in July staff salary 
adjustments of about 10 percent.

Divisional distribution of the budget calls 
for business to spend $1,071,945; administra
tion, $628,405; communications, $320,245; 
Royal Ambassador, $236,754, and Baptist 
Men, $211,615.

Executive Director James H. Smith said 
the new mini-computer, expected to cost 
about $41,000 plus software of about $1,500, 
will be in operation by Oct. 1.

The new telephone system provides for six 
trunk lines and two incoming and two outgo
ing WATS lines. It will cost about $32,500 and 
should be in operation by June 1.
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Fields to head CLC communications

MISSIONARY HOUSING—Southern Baptist missionaries in Nairobi, Kenya, oc
cupied three of the four units in this apartment building as soon as it was com
pleted earlier this year. The mission decided to build the apartments because 
rental costs are rising so rapidly in Kenya. Missionaries expect to recover the 
$190,000 cost in less than eight years. Funds for the building came from the Lottie 
Moon Christmas Offering.

William Bender dies in Nigeria

. a Mission Service

Bender

EKU, Nigeria (BP) — William D. Bender. 
Southern Baptist missionary to Nigeria, died 
April 21 of injuries received in an automobile 
accident several days earlier in Nigeria. 
Bender was 55 years old.

Robert W. Sorrels
Corps volunteer 
paralyzed by the acci
dent, was reported to 
have regained some 
movement in both 
arms. Nigerian Bap
tist leader Titus 
Oluwafemi was killed 
instantly in the head- 
on collosion with a 
truck on the road bet
ween Agbor and 
Owerri, Nigeria.

Funeral arrangements for Bender are in
complete. He was treasurer for the Nigeria 
Baptist mission (organization of mis
sionaries) and consultant to churches in an 
association near Ibadan, where he lived.

Radio-TV agency 
elects John Scales

FORT WORTH, Tex. (BP)-John J. Scales 
of Resource Services Inc., a Dallas-based 
fund raising consulting firm, has been named 
vice-president of development for the 
Southern Baptist Radio and Television Com
mission, effective May 1.

The commission’s development depart
ment, which Scales will head, has been an 
ongoing program of the commission for 
several years. Carlyle Hayes, director of 
development since July 1979, will continue in 
the department.

Scales’ responsibilities will be to undergird 
the agency!s ministries, including raising 
capital funds for expansion, equipment, pro
duction costs and “all phases of our future,” 
according to Jimmy Allen, commission presi
dent.

Scales, an Oklahoman, is former vice- 
president for development at Oklahoma Bap
tist University at Shawnee. At OBU he 
directed a $1.8-million campaign for the 
university’s learning center, established an 
estate planning program and an annual giv
ing program for operations, scholarships, and 
a special projects and directed the $600,000 
capital campaign for a fine arts center.

At Resource Services Inc., he has been a 
fund raising consultant for private institu
tions, organizations and several religious 
denominations. His activities include raising 
more than $1.6-million for a new conference 
center for Union Baptist Association, 
Houston.

Doctors at Baptist Hospital, Eku, had ex
pected Bender to return to the United States 
for further treatment, but his condition 
worsened and he developed lung problems 
shortly before his death.

Sorrels’ mother, Ruby Sorrels, and his 
sister. Elaine Bean, both of Norman, Okla., 
have joined him in Eku. They contacted 
relatives in the United States to tell them that 
his condition has improved and he was able to 
joke with visitors.

He must remain immobile for 8 to 12 weeks 
while his condition stabilizes before he can 
return to the States. His fourth vertebra was 
crushed in the accident. John Tarpley, a 
Southern Baptist missionary physician at 
Baptist Medical Centre, Ogbomosho, Nigeria, 
has gone to Eku to care for Sorrels and 
Southern Baptist Foreign Mission Board of
ficials are looking for two volunteer nurses to 
assist with his care in coming weeks.

Bender was born in Newton. Kan., but also 
lived in several other places, including Clovis, 
N.M., while growing up. Before his appoint
ment in 1955, he was pastor of Bon Air Baptist 
Church, Arlington, Va., for five years. He 
served in the U.S. Army during World War II 
and was wounded in combat in Europe.

In Nigeria, Bender was first stationed in 
Okeho and then taught in Abeokuta, Oshogbo 
and Jos before moving to Ibadan. He also was 
adviser to 60 Baptist churches and missions in 
the area of Abeokuta, and he and his wife 
were houseparents for missionary children in 
Oshogbo.

Survivors include his wife, Novella Chism 
Bender, also a missionary to Nigeria; two 
daughters, Marcia Lynn Guzzardo of 
Louisville, Ky., and Angela Faye Smith, of 
Willowdale, Ontario, Canada; and a son, 
Philip Grant Bender of Lexington, Ky.

Rogersville church calls 
South Carolina pastor

Aubrey B. Floyd, pastor of Highland Park 
Baptist Church in Hanahan, S.C. for the past 
six years, has accepted the call as pastor of 
First Baptist Church in Rogersville. He is 
scheduled to assume the new pulpit on May 
18.

A native of Conway, S.C., Floyd earned his 
undergraduate degree from Furman Univer
sity, Greenville, S.C., and the master of 
divinity from Southern Baptist Theological 
Seminary, Louisville.

In addition to the Hanahan pastorate, he 
has led congregations in Colesburg, Ky., 
Ruby, S.C., Lexington, S.C., and Georgetown, 
S.C.

Floyd succeeds James L. Austin who is ser
ving with the Southern Baptist Convention 
Stewardship Commission in Nashville.

NASHVILLE (BP) - Timothy J. Fields 
will become director of communications for 
the Southern Baptist Christian Life Commis
sion, June 1.

Fields is now assistant to the program sec
tion director at the Southern Baptist Brother
hood Commission, 
Memphis, a position 
encompassing editor
ial, public relations, 
and administrative 
responsibilities. He 
joined the Brother
hood Commission in 
1971 as an associate 
editor of Royal Am
bassador boys 
materials.

The Wichita, Kan. 
native will coordinate a 
munications for the Cl 

Field* 
program of total com- 
ristian Life Commis

sion, according to Foy Valentine, executive 
director of the agency.

Before joining the Brotherhood Commis
sion staff, Fields was an editor, 
photographer, and reporter for the Dispatch 
Newspapers, weekly and bi-weekly 
newspapers published by Townsend Com
munications in Kansas City, Mo., from 1969 to 
1971. Before that he held positions as news 
director at Midwestern Baptist Theological 
Seminary, Kansas City,. Mo.; reporter and 
photographer for the Manhattan (Kan.) Daily 
Mercury; and photographer and reporting in
tern for the Salina (Kan.) Journal.

He is a journalism graduate from Kansas 
State University where he was photo editor of 
the school paper. He is nearing completion of 
requirements for a master’s degree in

IN MICHIGAN—Tennesseans who visited Michigan last week to discuss a sister
state relationship between the two conventions were (from left, front row) Earl 
Wilson, Carroll Owen, Tom Madden, Mrs. Claudia Gay, Gordon Crocker, (back 
row) Al Shackleford, Leslie Bumgartner, Bill Palmer, John Budlong, Paul Clark, 
Bill Foote, and Pat Landrum.

Sister-state ministry...
(Continued from Page 1)

Gordon Crocker, director of missions for 
Shelby Baptist Association, Memphis;

John Budlong, chairman of Shelby Associa
tion's missions committee and pastor of 
Mullins Station Baptist Church, Memphis;

William Foote, chairman of Shelby Associa
tion’s evangelism committee and pastor of 
Merton Avenue Baptist Church, Memphis;

Carroll Owen, TBC convention ministries 
division director;

Leslie Bumgartner, TBC missions depart
ment director;

Al Shackleford, editor of the Baptist and 
Reflector.

The population of Michigan is more than 
9-million. It is estimated that at least 
6-million of these are unchurched and un
saved.

The Baptist State Convention of Michigan 
presently has 189 churches. In addition there 
are 36 mission chapels and 14 home Bible 
fellowships.

The population of Detroit and its suburbs is 
estimated at 5-million—which is more than 
the entire population of the state of Ten
nessee.

Michigan Baptists have a goal of starting 60 
mission chapels this year.

Madden told the group that the Tennes

religious education from Midwestern 
seminary.

He currently teaches Sunday School and 
serves as a deacon at the Raleigh Baptist 
Church, Memphis. Mrs. Fields, the former 
Linda Jean Walls of Oklahoma, is director of 
nursing at St. Jude Children’s Research 
Hospital, Memphis. They have three children.

Southern elects 
dean of theology

LOUISVILLE, Ky. (BP) - Walter B. 
Shurden, professor of church history at 
Southern Baptist Theological Seminary since 
1976 and acting dean of the School of Theology 
since last August, was elected dean of the 
school by the seminary trustees.

Shurden, who taught at Carson-Newman 
College, Jefferson City, before joining the 
seminary faculty, succeeds Roy L. 
Honeycutt. Honeycutt, who had held dual 
responsibilities as provost of the seminary 
and dean of theology for the past four years, 
will remain as provost, the chief academic of
ficer of the seminary.

A native of Greenwood, Miss., Shurden is a 
graduate of Mississippi College, Clinton. He 
received the master of divinity and doctor of 
theology degrees from New Orleans Baptist 
Theological Seminary, and did post-doctoral 
study in higher education at the University of 
Tennessee, Knoxville.

Before going to Southern he held the chair 
of Southern Baptist studies at Carson- 
Newman. where he taught for seven years.

seans were in Michigan because the “Spirit of 
God has brought us here.” He pointed out that 
a number of other states have sister
relationships, such as Georgia and New York, 
Texas and Wisconsin-Minnesota, and Arkan
sas and Indiana.

He said the matter had been under con
sideration for some time, and the Executive 
Board’s administrative committee had en
dorsed some kind of relationship in January 
and referred the matter to the state missions 
committee for study and recommendation.

The three representatives from Shelby Bap
tist Association were invited to attend the 
meeting last week, because that association is 
already in the process of seeking some kind of 
sister relationship. A document has been 
drawn up and approved by the association’s 
missions committee and strategy planning 
committee.

The first Southern Baptist church in 
Michigan, Antioch Baptist Church of 
Roseville, Mich., was organized in 1934. In 
1951 the Motor City Association was formed 
with eight churches. This association was af
filiated with the Arkansas Baptist Conven
tion.

The Baptist State Convention of Michigan 
held its organization meeting in 1957 with 49 
churches.
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NEWS ANALYSIS

Patterson-Pressler group seeks SBC control
By Toby Drain

DALLAS (BP) — The organization that last 
year pushed the inerrancy question at the 
Southern Baptist Convention is active again, 
this time seeking lay participation from every 
association and state convention.

Its goal is to determine who is elected SBC 
president for at least four consecutive years 
and maybe as many as 10, and, through 
presidential committee appointments, try to 
control nomination of trustees of SBC agen
cies.

Lay involvement is being sought because 
“many pastors lack the courage to deal with 
the problem,” it was charged, and because 
lay church members control the money going 
to denominational agencies and can ultimate
ly determine the paths those agencies follow.

Paige Patterson, president of Criswell 
Center for Biblical Studies in Dallas, revealed 
the plan and made the charges in a meeting 
April 3 seeking lay volunteers to organize the 
effort. He reiterated them in an interview 
with the Baptist Standard, Texas Baptist 
state newspaper, on April 14.

1979 SBC elections
A year ago Patterson and Houston appeals 

court judge Paul Pressler were the key 
figures in a plan to elect an SBC president 
committed to Biblical inerrancy and to en
ding an alleged drift toward “liberalism.” 
They organized meetings in most state con
ventions and then supported Adrian P. 
Rogers for president. The Memphis pastor 
was elected on the first ballot.

This year, it was revealed at the meeting 
April 3 at the Spurgeon-Harris Building which 
houses the Criswell Center in Dallas, that 
Pressler has organizations in all state conven
tions. He is attempting to enlist laymen in 
every association.

Dallas attorney Edward J. Drake, a former 
chairman of deacons at First Baptist Church, 
Dallas, presided over the April 3 meeting, ex
plaining that Pressler had requested he serve 
as North Texas organizer, responsible for 
seven Texas counties.

Drake also has been named to the SBC 
Committee on Resolutions by Rogers, who 
disavowed knowledge of current political 
plans.

Two other Dallas men, attorney August 
Boto and accountant J. Keet Lewis, were 
presented at the meeting as being responsible 
for organizing laymen in Dallas Association. 
Fourteen attended, including three pastors, 
although at least 50 “concerned laymen” had 
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been invited.
A layman in each church

The object is to enlist laymen from each 
Southern Baptist church, encouraging them 
to become more involved in their associa
tions, state conventions, and the 
SBC—especially attending the upcoming 
meeting of the SBC in St. Louis. The organiza
tion is offering assistance in getting rooms at 
Ramada Inn or at Concordia Seminary, Pat
terson said.

Drake said the object was to enlist laymen 
to help stem, as he charged, the drift away 
from the Bible which had resulted in the 
evangelistic ineffectiveness of other 
denominations.

Patterson, principal speaker at the 
meeting, said, “The issue still is truth—is the 
Bible in fact totally and completely true? Are 
we really in substance reduplicating the faith 
of our founding fathers—are we true to the 
Anabaptist vision? Do we believe today what 
Hubmaier, Marpeck, Helwys, Smith, Richard 
Furman, Judge R.E.B. Baylor, B.H. Carroll, 
J.B. Tidwell... believed?”

“I am of the persuasion that most Baptists 
do” still hold such beliefs, he said in his office 
at the Criswell Center. “But I am also of the 
persuasion that a very large contingency in 
significant denominational posts do not in fact 
believe that any longer.”

In the interview he declined to identify 
those “in significant denominational posts” 
or any of the seminary or college professors 
he charges are not teaching according to his 
historic Baptist beliefs.

“Our objective has never been to get 
anybody fired,’ ’ he said. But he acknowledged 
that has happened in the past when similar 
charges have been made.

Two-fold preference
This preference is twofold, he said — first, 

to see genuine revival sweep all SBC agencies 
so the historical beliefs that have characteriz
ed Southern Baptists could manifest 
themselves, and second, that those who hold 
views contrary to those beliefs voluntarily go 
elsewhere.

For now, he said, the matter is in the hands 
of the trustees of the SBC institutions and 
agencies.

He quoted B.H. Carroll, president of 
Southwestern Baptist Theological Seminary, 
who before his death in 1914, Patterson said, 
told his successor, L.R. Scarborough, that 
Southwestern was the “last bastion of or
thodoxy left.”

“He told Scarborough he was to keep 
Southwestern in its orthodox position and he 
said, ‘If liberalism develops on the faculty 
take it to the faculty. If the faculty won’t hear 
you, then take it to the trustees. If the trustees 
won’t hear you, take it to the convention that 
appointed them. And if the convention that 
appointed them won’t hear you, then take it to 
the people — the people will always hear 
you.”

Even though “a number of months have 
gone by” since his organization first leveled 
its charges, Patterson said, “We do not feel 
we have given sufficient time yet to various 
boards of trustees involved to go beyond that 
and take it to the convention itself or again 
beyond that to the people themselves.”

Appointments by president
But the effort to determine election of the 

SBC president is aimed at ensuring future 
boards of trustees agree with the Patterson 
position. The SBC president appoints not only 
the Committee on Resolutions but also the 
Committee on Committees which names the 
Committee on Boards, which nominates 
trustees. The trustees then are elected by the 
convention.

Patterson told the April 3 meeting that they 
could depend on Adrian Rogers naming a 
Committee on Committees sympathetic to 
their views. Explaining that statement in the 
April 14 interview, he said he was referring to 
Rogers’ reply to a reporter shortly after his 
election that he would not knowingly appoint 
anybody to any committee who was not com
pletely solid in his confidence in the Scrip
tures, the infallibility of the Bible.

He said he had not seen Rogers’ nomina
tions and has tried to avoid discussing con
vention matters with him, because he didn’t 
want to place an “albatross around his neck
in me and whatever I was doing.”

Rogers, contacted in Memphis, said he 
knew nothing of the current political moves, 
dissociated himself with them, and said he 
was “amazed and mildly disappointed” at the 
news.

He said he was almost through with his 
committee nominations, and that he would 
always try to name persons to committees 
who believed in the integrity of the Scrip
tures. “That is where I have been all my life, 
Paige Patterson notwithstanding. And I don’t 
think anybody would want me to be other
wise,” he added.

He said he was unaware of Drake’s involve-
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ment with the organization effort, that his 
only knowledge of him was that he was a 
member of First Baptist Church, Dallas, was 
a former chairman of deacons there, and 
“loved the Lord.”

Met with Harold Bennett
Patterson also told the April 3 meeting that 

Harold C. Bennett, SBC Executive Committee 
executive secretary-treasurer, could “be 
depended on.” He explained he had met with 
Bennett to explain what they were doing, 
seeking whatever advice or warning Bennett 
might have.

“By ‘he could be depended on,’ I meant he 
could be depended on theologically,” Patter
son said later. “Bennett has reaffirmed not 
only to me personally but also on television 
and elsewhere his total confidence in the 
Scriptures. He is a man of absolute and undy
ing integrity. I have never seen anything in 
him that would give any reason to suspect 
anything other than total integrity.”

It would be erroneous to imply Bennett had 
encouraged him or his efforts, he said. “He 
was very neutral, as a good executive 
probably should have been.”

Bennett confirmed he had met on March 6 
with Patterson in Bennett’s office in 
Nashville. It was his understanding that Pat
terson had meant his group intended to elect 
an SBC president for five consecutive two- 
year terms, he said, but he said he tried to be 
neutral in the matter, giving neither en
couragement nor warning.

“I have tried to listen to whoever calls and 
wants to talk to me,” he said.

No change in Statement
Patterson said he would favor no change in 

the 1963 statement of Baptist Faith and 
Message and knew of no movement among 
his friends or followers to accomplish it.

“I wouldn’t change the 1963 statement 
myself,” he said. “I am perfectly happy with 
it because, as you know, it says the Bible con
tains truth without mixture of error.”

“Whether you say inerrant or truth without 
mixture of error for its matter is inconsequen
tial. In fact, our whole deal is not the necessi
ty for changing the statement of faith. Our 
whole concern is to not continue to make a 
mockery of it. Let’s admit what it means, 
which, of course, was done by both Herschel 
Hobbs and Wayne Dehoney at the Houston 
convention. They said what was meant by the 
writers.”

Hobbs, chairman of the committee that 
drafted the statement, and Dehoney, pastor of 
Walnut Street Baptist Church in Louisville, 
Ky., both stated in Houston they felt the 
writers of the statement held to the inerrancy 
of the original autographs — the actual 
writings of the prophets and apostles — when 
they drafted the “truth without any mixture 
of error for its matter” portion of the state
ment on Scriptures.

At that time, Hobbs and Dehoney said the 
Bible was “without error doctrinally, 
hostorically, scientifically, and philosophical
ly.” That wording was not officially adopted 
by the convention, and some are saying an ef
fort will take place in St. Louis to make it of
ficial.

“98 percent accurate text”
Patterson said his definition of inerrancy 

would be that there was no mistake in the 
original autographs of the Scriptures. There 
are grammatical mistakes and “transcribal 
inadvertencies or whatever you want to call 
them” in Bibles today, he said, but “we can 
now arrive at a 98 percent accurate text.” The 
remaining two percent in question are 
“scribal problems that can be worked out 
gradually,” he said.

The current controversy is not new, he in
sisted, citing others in the past, and saying 
the present move was brought on “as much as 
anything else by the unwillingness of certain 
groups to really deal with the Broadman 
Commentary issue.”

The commentary issue erupted at the SBC 
meeting in Denver in 1970 over interpretation

(Continued on Page 5)
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'Conscience of Southern Baptists,' 
T.B. Maston recovers, writes again

EDITOR'S NOTE—The following ar
ticle written by Toby Durin, associate 
editor of the Baptist Standard, will be 
followed in the next two issues of 
Baptist and Reflector by ethics articles 
written by T.B. Maston. They will ap
pear on page five of the issues of May 
7 and May 14.

By Toby Druin
FORT WORTH, Tex. (BP) — Spring came 

to the campus of Southwestern Baptist 
Theological Seminary recently. And with it 
came T.B. Maston.

Everyone knew spring would make it. For a 
long time last fall and winter, however, it 
looked as if Maston would never get back to 
the “hill” where he has spent the last 58 
years.

Maston suffered a heart attack last October 
and for weeks it was feared he would not pull 
through. But gradually he began to improve. 
He left the hospital and finally his doctor told 
him it was all right for him to walk the two 
blocks from his home to his office at the 
seminary. He is “weak as a kitten” he says, 
and takes it slowly; but he is back — and he is 
writing again.

Now 82, Maston retired as professor of 
Christian ethics at the seminary in 1963. His 
teachings over the years and his writings — 
almost 20 books and countless articles — un
questionably have helped shape Southern 
Baptist thinking,and many who view him as 
the “conscience” of the denomination credit 
him with much of its progress in ethical 
issues.

He said when he realized he was going to 
pull through, he began asking the Lord what 
He had for him to do.

“I felt whatever time I had, whether a few 
days, weeks, months or whatever, it belonged 
to Him,” said Maston, who believes a Chris
tian should not fear death.

His work now is largely limited to writing 
and though he said he doesn’t want to sound 
presumptous, he had the conviction the Lord 
wanted him to write on at least two subjects 
that have burdened him for many years — in
come inequities among church and denomina
tional staff members, and the trend to adop
ting secular compensation standards and the 
menace of materialism with neglect of the 
poor.

Midwestern initiates 
music program plans

KANSAS CITY, Mo. (BP) - Trustees of 
Midwestern Baptist Theological Seminary 
have initiated plans to begin a church music 
program at the seminary here.

The music program, scheduled to begin 
during the fall of 1981 if additional funding is 
secured, would become a part of the religious 
education curriculum. Seminary President 
Milton Ferguson described the program as a 
“local church music ministry.”

“The need in middle America is to train 
pastors with a sensitivity to the need for 
music ministry in the local church, to see 
music as an integral part of education and 
worship in the church and indispensable to 
healthy church growth,” Ferguson said.

John Howell, academic dean, said the 
music emphasis will strengthen the present 
religious education program by equipping 
persons for a dual role in education and 
music.

Walker to address seniors 
at C-N commencement

JEFFERSON CITY - Arthur L. Walker 
Jr., executive director-treasurer of the 
Education Commission of the Southern Bap
tist Convention, will address the Carson- 
Newman College graduating seniors at their 
May 9 commencement at 7:30 p.m. in Holt 
Fieldhouse.

He also wants to write a personal tribute to 
his wife of over 58 years, Mrs. Essie Mae 
McDonald Maston, whom he affectionately 
calls “Mommie."

The heart attack was not his first near 
brush with death. In 1933 in Connecticut he 
had a near fatal case of pneumonia. At that 
time, he said, he felt the Lord came to him 
and gave him the opportunity to live or die.

“It is still very real to me,” he said. “I told 
the Lord, it is perfectly all right with me to go 
on, but for the sake of my boys — they were 
small then — my family and work, which was 
incomplete, I wanted to live.”

His family has always been one of his chief 
concerns. One son, Eugene, is a teacher at a 
New York City college. The other, Thomas 
McDonald, whom the Mastons call “Tom 
Me," is handicapped and has remained with 
them.

He freely admits his time probably is 
limited. If he has time he wants to complete a 
book on the Bible and the family and he is con
templating one on the title of “Both, And.”

“One of the chapel messages I can 
remember — and you don’t remember many 
chapel messages — was a time when Uncle 
Jeff Ray spoke and his title was “False Alter
natives." I don’t remember a thing he said, 
but I have never gotten away from his title. It 
is not a case of either, or; but both, and.”

One of those “both, ands” would be 
evangelism and ethics, he said.

“The truth of the matter is I think a proper 
conception of evangelism includes ethics — 
an emphasis on social concerns." he said.

He acknowledged what he calls an 
“ultraconservative binge” at present to the 
neglect of ethics. “But I think it is 
temporary," he said.

Ultraconservatives today, he said, differ 
from others in the past in better organization 
and education. “And I think it is temporary," 
he said.

“The thing that bothers me about the 
ultraconservatives — and you have to use 
‘ultra’ — is that they label a person a liberal 
when he is liberal on some political or social 
issue but conservative theologically. There

Patterson group...
(Continued from Page 4)

of Genesis. Volume I subsequently was revis
ed in 1973.

Patterson said emphatically he felt what he 
is doing is not divisive and should not be 
branded as “politics.”

Liberal tendencies have emasculated other 
previously orthodox denominations, he said, 
when they ignored warnings. "I think the real 
question is, Do you help anybody by preten
ding that serious disease is not present?" he 
said.

“What we are doing is not politics,” he 
said, responding to the mention of the conven
tion action last year decrying overt political 
activity.

“And I just wonder how some other people 
feel about it who are on the other side. It is no 
secret Jimmy Allen publicly politicked for the 
office of president. He called a meeting in St. 
Louis (before his election in 1977) and one of 
our St. Louis brethren was at a microphone in 
Houston (1979) asking for permission to speak 
to remind the president of that fact and that 
he was at the meeting. But he was not 
recognized.

“That is one of the great injustices. We 
were labled with politicking and calling 
meetings. Nobody else calls meetings? It’s 
just not true.”

Allen clarifies charge
Allen, contacted in Richmond where he was 

involved in a “Follow Christ Crusade,” said 
he had spoken to a regular pastors’ con
ference at the invitation of St. Louis pastor 
Cleveland Horne who said in introducing 
Allen that he would be nominated to succeed 

are an awful lot of folks that just think if you 
are conservative theologically you have to be 
everywhere else."

Turning to the subject of race relations, 
Maston said, "We have made tremendous 
progress in race relations, but we have a long, 
long way to go. Many blacks don’t want to 
come to our churches, and I don’t blame them 
... they are second class citizens in our chur
ches."

Maston said the racial question now has 
new angles, especially attitudes toward 
Hispanics in the Southwest.

"There’s this business of the education of 
the children of undocumented aliens,” he 
said. "I personally think we ought to educate 
the children if we are going to leave the 
parents here."

Southern Baptists’ biggest problem today, 
he said, is neglect of the poor, and it is rooted 
in materialism.

"I feel this very deeply,” he said. "It is af
fecting everything we do — our evangelistic 
results included. We talk about reasons we 
have a decline; we better look at this. We are 
drifting away from the poor people, the com
mon people.

"Some of our buildings repel a lot of the 
people instead of attracting them. We go in 
debt so much for some of these buildings and 
then who are the folks we give our most time 
to enlisting? The folks who can help pay off 
the debt, the well-to-do, not the underprivileg
ed, not the poor."

Jesus’ messiahship was documented by His 
proclaiming the gospel to the poor, he said.

Maston gives short shrift to the now often- 
quoted church growth tactic that would have 
churches reach out to people of like cir
cumstances — "homogeneous” groups of 
blue-collar or white-collar people.

"Baloney,” he said. "That’s not a New 
Testament church. My conception of a New 
Testament church is that it is composed of all 
classes — classes that are forgotten within 
this Christian family, this Christian 
fellowship.”

He feels deeply about pastors, church staff 
members and denominational employees be-

James L. Sullivan who had recently indicated 
he would not serve a second term. “There was 
a lot of discussion about the SBC there that 
day,” Allen said, "but no political strategiz
ing.”

The big difference, Patterson said, was that 
his group did not have a candidate. “We do 
not have a candidate; we shall not have can
didates. Our whole thing has been issue- 
oriented, not candidate-oriented."

Drake said, however, to the laymen April 3 
that Judge Pressler would remain in contact 
before the convention with his association and 
state organizers and during the sessions in St. 
Louis, determining the issues and keeping 
them informed about them.

But Patterson, insisting “eternal 
vigilance" is the price of a "God-honoring 
denomination," said such maneuvers are not 
politics. "I don't see any difference in that 
and in what B.H. Carroll instructed Lee Scar
borough to do when he said he should be sure 
the people know what's going on.

“We are not running a candidate. We are 
concerned Baptists, and if that is politics then 
what state paper editors do when they write is 
also politics. He is giving his viewpoint, and 
he has an entree to the people that even 
pastors don’t have,” Patterson said.

Pastors’ lack of courage
Of those pastors, he said at the April 3 

meeting, “Let’s face it, most lack the courage 
to deal with the problem."

In the interview later he said he probably 
should have said "many pastors" instead of 
"most pastors,” however. "When you are 
talking to a group, you don’t always say ex
actly what you want to say,” he explained.

But he said that his investigations over the 
last few months had led him to believe that in

A PIERCING PEN—T.B. Maston, often 
called "the conscience of Southern 
Baptists," is writing articles on Chris
tian ethics once again after a period 
of illness.

ing paid salaries in accordance with business 
standards.

Salary differences among ministers are dif
ficult to justify from a Biblical standpoint, he 
said, and added he once advocated a max
imum salary for Southern Baptist employees. 
The rationale that an agency executive should 
make 40 percent more than others, “is just 
ridiculous in a Christian organization in my 
viewpoint.”

The trend is away from the servant con
cept, he said. “We simply are getting a little 
too competitive with the world. How a man in 
some of these high-paying jobs, pastors in
cluded. can preach sacrifice and the cross, I 
don’t know.”

One verse of Scripture that has gripped his 
life more than any other in recent years, he 
said, is 1 John 2:6 — “He that saith he abideth 
in Him ought himself also so to walk, even as 
He walked.”

“Jesus walked among the common people” 
he said. “Take that verse to heart and it will 
challenge you to the end of life’s journey.” 

the eyes of many pastors the convention has 
become “big brother."

“And I would not hesitate to say that many 
pastors fall into one of two categories. Either 
they have not investigated for themselves and 
out of a false sort of lovaltv refused to in
vestigate. do not want to know or don’t want 
to be bothered with it.

“Or they know it and understand it and 
have admitted to us they see it and under
stand, and yet do not have the courage to 
stand up for it.”

He doesn’t find such problems among 
laymen, he said.

"We have found that when a lavman has it 
put in front of him and he looks at it, he says, 
‘Oh, my goodness.’ He is not trying to go to a 
new pastorate. He is going to be right where 
he is from now on," Patterson said.

Laymen control the monev
The lavmen also control the monev, he 

noted, "And apparently that is the only thing 
some folks understand," implying laymen 
who support SBC programs, especially those 
who are big givers, can get things done when 
others cannot.

Patterson expressed his love for the con
vention and said he intends to stay with it

"I love our Southern Baptist people and 
think we are — as far as I can tell — the best 
opportunity this old world has for hearing the 
gospel before Jesus comes.

“My commitment is to stay and to love it 
and work for it, and I will do t.hat whether or 
not I am accepted by leadership or rejected 
by leadership. It won’t make any difference.

“I have done what I have done without an
tagonism and with love for everybody. And if 
God will help me, I intend to keep it that 
way.”
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CHRISTIAN HOME WEEK—Richard, Christine, Charles, and Mary Lea Roselle are 
one of many Southern Baptist families who will be participating in Christian Home 
Week activities conducted through their churches May 4-11. 'Parents: God's Gift 
to Children' is the theme for the week.
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on over 150 “Best of Broadman” 
Books at Baptist Book Store’s 
Third Annual

BROADMAN
BESTSELLERS
SALE ■ Save on current,

first-quality Broadman books like these. 
ALL AT 25% OFF! .. .during the month of May!

WITH A BIBLE IN MY 
HAND

BROADMAN BIBLE 
COMMENTARY SET
edited by Clifton J. Allen. An out- Fifteen 
standing addition to any biblical Criswell 
library. 12-volume set,

Regular price, $115.00
May Sale price, $86.25*

all-time favorite W. A. 
sermons.

Regular price, $6.95
May Sale price, $5.21*

BROADMAN BIBLE B00K
COMMENTARY Each volume, COMMENTARY

Regular price, $10.50 Written especially for laypfeople.
May Sale price, $7.88* Thorough yet easy-to-understand

Vol. 1 Genesis-Exodus
Vol. 3 1 Samuel-Nehemiah
Vol. 5 Proverbs-lsaiah
Vol. 7 Hosea-Malachi
Vol. 9 Luke-John
Vol. 11 II Corinthians-Philemon
Vol. 2 Leviticus-Ruth
Vol. 4 Esther-Psalms
Vol. 6 Jeremiah-Daniel
Vol. 8 Matthew-Mark
Vol. 10 Acts-1 Corinthians
Vol. 12 Hebrews-Revelation

BROADMAN
PRESENTATION BIBLE
Presentation page, full-color

exposition of background, mess
age, and life-application of Bible 
books. Will be a 24-volume set; 
'6 volumes ready now.
Vo. 1 Genesis
Vol. 3 Leviticus-Deuteronomy
Vol. 19 Acts
Vol. 2 Exodus
Vol. 16 Mark
Vol. 21 2 Corinthians-Ephesians

Regular price, each, $4.25
May Sale price, each, $3.19*

plc. ONLY THE BEGINNING
tures, 30 pages of Bible helps. Nelson L. Price. NEW gift book of 
White, Brown, Blue, or Red. inspiration and motivation for high 

Regular price, $5.50 school grads. Regular price, $4.95
May Sale price, $4.13* May Sale price, $3.71*

PRAYER: LIFE’S BROADMAN BIBLEARN
LIMITLESS REACH BOOKS
Powerful, motivative, “how-to” Beautiful, quality books introduce 
book on personal prayer by Jack the child to favorite Bible charac- 
R. Taylor, Broadman's bestselling ters. Help child apply Bible knowl- 
author. Regular price, $5.95 edge. 24-volume set,

May Sale price, $4.46* Regular price, $85.00
May Sale price, $63.75*

ONLYTHE PURE IN HEART
SURVIVE GOOD NEWS BIBLE
Ed Temple with B’Lou Carter. Clear> accurate, everyday-lan- 
World sports figure, born again 9uage translation. Good reading 
track coach at Tennessee State Blble: invaluable study tool. Many 
tells his story.Regular price, $6.95 study helps. Regu|ar pricei $6 95

May Sale price, $5.21* May Sale price, $5.21*

*Sale ends May 31, 1980
Visit your Baptist Book Store or order from the 

Baptist Book Store or Mail Order Center serving you. 
ACT NOW! QUANTITIES LIMITED!

PLEASE NOTE: On all cash mail orders add state sales tax if applicable and the 
following amounts for delivery and handling—60c for one book; 25c for each 
additional book. 3 5851

Hollis appears on TV show; defends 
White House conference on families

WASHINGTON (BP)-The controversial 
White House Conference on Families is show
ing signs of moving past charges of domina
tion by extreme left and right wing interests, 
according to a Baptist family life specialist.

Harry N. Hollis Jr. of Nashville, director of 
family and special moral concerns for the 
Christian Life Commission of the Southern 
Baptist Convention, sounded a healthy note 
for the future of both the White House con
ference and the institution of the family dur
ing a taping of ABC’s “Directions” and at a 
national research forum panel sponsored by 
the conference.

“I sense an increasing amount of support 
from people throughout the country for this 
conference and for its goal of looking for ways 
institutions of this country can strengthen 
family life,” said Hollis, one of 40 members of 
the conference advisory committee.

Hollis predicted failure for single-issue 
groups attempting to make a battleground out 
of the conference.

Much of the controversy has centered in the 
delegate selection process as both left and 
right wing groups have sought to gain a ma
jority in some states. The 1,800 delegates who 
will participate in three summer conferences 
in Baltimore, Minneapolis, and Los Angeles, 
are chosen on the basis of a state’s population 
by a combination of peer selection, guber
natorial appointment, and state planning

Brotherhood opposes 
merging RAs, scouts

MEMPHIS (BP)—Trustees of the Southern 
Baptist Brotherhood Commission reaffirmed 
a 1975 position opposing any merger or com
bining of Royal Ambassadors, the Baptist 
missions education organization for boys, 
with Boy Scouts of America.

The 1975 action has asked the national office 
of Boy Scouts of America to discontinue pro
moting a proposal to combine the two pro
grams in Southern Baptist churches.

In their April meeting, trustees also asked 
their executive director to communicate their 
concern to Boy Scout leaders “about the con
tinuing use of copyrighted Royal Ambassador 
material and programs” without the consent 
of the agency.

State Baptist Brotherhood leaders con
tended the unauthorized materials were being 
distributed in North Carolina, Florida, Texas 
and Kentucky.

“I am stunned and shocked that an issue 
almost five years old would be revived at this 
time,” H.M. “Smoky” Eggers told Baptist 
Press. Eggers directs Baptist relationship for 
the Boy Scouts of America and is executive 
director of the Association of Baptists for 
Scouting.

Eggers, a Southern Baptist layman from Ir
ving, Tex., said there were incidents in Texas 
about five years ago in which unofficial 
literature and an unofficial experiment ad
vocated a merger of Scouts and RAs.

“But we disowned that sort of activity,” Eg
gers said. “If the Brotherhood Commission 
has an evidence of such unofficial activity 
anywhere, I wish they would let me or our na
tional chairman, Albert S. Lineberry Sr., of 
Greensboro, N.C., know about it.

“With all the negative hands reaching out to 
our youth in these troubled days, it would 
behoove us as Christian youth leaders to use 
every positive means to reach, win and hold 
youth for Christ,” Eggers said.

He said he would redouble efforts in every 
conference or training session, in the event 
some volunteer scouters are unofficially ad
vocating merger with RAs, “to take extra 
measures” to oppose that approach.

“We believe a church can have both Boy 
Scouts and RAs separately,” he said, noting 
that 2,006 churches have both, out of 29,013 
Southern Baptist churches which have scout 
charters.

“If a church cannot have both, however, it 
ought to have Royal Ambassadors first,” said 
Eggers, a former RA.

committees.
Though groups representing extremist posi

tions have had some success at influencing 
the peer selection process in some states, the 
conference is not in danger of being 
dominated by an extremist perspective, ac
cording to Hollis.

“I haven’t seen a list of delegates, but the 
preliminary word is that the delegates do 
reflect a broad range of interests,” he said. 
“There has been attention to the extremes 
because they have made a lot of noise. But in 
the hearings and conferences that I’ve been a 
part of, this has not been a conference 
dominated by extremists.”

Hollis, along with Monsignor Francis Lally 
of the U.S. Catholic Conference and Charlotte 
G. Holstein of the American Jewish Commit- 

. tee, voiced a positive outlook for the institu
tion of the family in taping the “Directions” 
segment aired April 20.

The three religious leaders insisted that 
statistics reflecting increases in the divorce 
rate, the teen-age suicide rate, and the 
number of children living in one-parent 
families are only part of the picture.

“There are serious problems that ought not 
be overlooked,” Hollis said, “but there is 
much health in the family. Families are get
ting stronger.”

“The obituary for the institution of the 
family is premature,” he added. “The family 
is not dying and it is not going to die because 
the family is a God-ordained institution. I 
think the question is not, ‘Will the family sur
vive?’ but ‘Will the family thrive?’ and ‘How 
can we help families to thrive’?”

* Citizen’s Corner *
By Jerry M. Self

Public affairs and Christian life 
consultant

I am signing a statement of concern. Like 
you, I have many opportunities to sign my 
name to someone else’s issues, but almost 
without exception choose not to do so. This 
time I have chosen to sign.

Evangelicals for Social Action have issued 
a statement and called 
to action concerning 
the facist philosophy 
and violent actions of 
the Ku Klux Klan. 
Those who sign com
mit themselves to the 
following:

We will educate 
ourselves and other 
Christians. Many 
sincere individuals 
simply are not aware Self
of the hatred and the perverted theology 
which are at the base of KKK thinking. Others 
are ignorant of the wideness of God’s mercy 
which goes beyond any human marks of 
distinction.

We will engage in preventive action. Both 
deeds and words are needed in order to 
witness to God’s positive love for all races and 
colors.

We will support victims of the Klan. Some 
laugh at the Klan. Klan members give the ap
pearance of being buffoons and fools. But 
their viciousness hurts many. Klan victims 
may be hurt in body or pocketbook by 
lynchings, shootings, or bombings. Others are 
hurt in spirit by the news of Klan violence or 
its threat. All of these need healing responses 
from Christians who know more clearly the 
truth of Jesus Christ.

We will engage in mission. KKK members 
are also included among those for whom 
Christ died. A close look at the Klan may pro
duce fear, anger, laughter, or confusion, but 
often these lead to pity. The Klan, it appears, 
is made up of frightened, angry, confused 
souls. In short, under their sheets and scowls, 
they are not so very different from us all.
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Personal 
perspective
BY TOM MADDEN 

TBC executive secretary
Recently taking a fresh look at the Gospel of 

John, I have been impressed with the major 
themes that run through this marvelous 
Gospel.

One theme is that love results in obedience. 
For John, to experience eternal life is to be
obedient to the com
mand of Jesus and 
obeying the command 
of Jesus is a way a 
believer shows he 
loves his Lord.

Rather than focus
ing on the demands of 
Jesus in terms of sins 
to avoid, John stresses 
that the primary 
responsibility of the 
Christian is to love Madden
other persons: “A new commandment I give 
unto you, That ye love one another; as I have 
loved you, that ye also love one another.” 
(John 13:34) The kind of love that John is 
speaking of is identified primarily by action, 
not emotions. This love requires actively 
spending one’s life, even if it means being 
hurt, to redeem and help others.

Sharing in Christ’s mission is yet another 
theme of John’s Gospel. Jesus sends His 
followers just as God sent Him: ‘‘As thou hast 
sent me into the world, even so have I also 
sent them into the world.” (John 17:18)

When one experiences eternal life, it means 
sharing a relationship and a closeness to 
Jesus that is defined by the term “abide.” Not 
only does Jesus abide in the believer, it is also 
true that the believer abides in Jesus.

Join me in thanking the Christ for the life 
He gives us — with its privilege of being obe
dient in love, participating in mission, and 
abiding in Jesus.

John Templeton to speak 
at Belmont commencement

NASHVILLE — John Marks Templeton, 
Tennessee-born businessman, financial 
analyst, and multi-millionaire, will be the 
guest speaker at commencement exercises at 
Belmont College here, May 9, at 7:30 p.m.

Brotherhood to offer 
messenger child care

ST. LOUIS (BP)—A missions day camp will 
be offered for children whose parents are 
messengers to the Southern Baptist Conven
tion June 10-12 in St. Louis.

More than 300 children ages six through 11 
are expected to learn about Southern Baptist 
missions at the camp on the Missouri Baptist 
College campus. The Southern Baptist 
Brotherhood Commission will sponsor the day 
camp, as it has done for nearly a decade, 
along with the Brotherhood of the St. Louis 
Baptist Association.

Faculty and students at the college in 
suburban St. Louis will provide the leadership 
of the day camp under the direction of C.J. 
Bobbitt, baseball coach at Missouri Baptist 
College.

Charge for attending the day camp is $5 per 
child per day, which includes transportation, 
trip insurance, day camp supplies, lunch on 
June 10 and June 12, and other activity costs.

Children will board buses at the Cervantes 
Convention Center each morning at 8:30 and 
will return to the center at 4:30 p.m. except 
June 11 (Wednesday) when they will return at 
noon.

Messengers may register their children at 
the missions day camp booth in the lobby of 
the convention center.

A Christian Sojourn To 
Israel & Egypt

Nov. 6-20
Wayne and Jane Jackson invite 
you to walk with them through the 
Holy Land and Egypt.
* Spend a night on the shore of the

Sea of Galilee.................................
* Enjoy a light and sound produc

tion at the foot of the Pyramids. .
A unique and memorable 15 day 
pilgrimage for only *$1595.00. (All 
expenses including meals from 
N.Y.) Private Bus & Guide.

FREE BROCHURE
2631 Willow Branch Drive 

Nashville, TN 37217 
615/361-6866 - 615/367-7758

Doctor of Ministry Degree Study
to be Offered

Fall of 1980 *
%

</»

in Nashville
| « Spring of 1981

Southern Baptist Theological Seminary
Qualified persons holding Master of Divinity degrees from 
accredited seminaries may apply.

Those interested should write the Director of Advanced Profes
sional Studies, Southern Baptist Theological Seminary, 2825 
Lexington Road, Louisville, Kentucky, or call l-(800)-626-5525 
toll-free.

Nelson L IW

Only Hie
It’s hats off to the past 
but to the graduate, this is

ONLY THE
BEGINNING

regular price, $4.95 gift special, $3.71 
(good thru 5-31-80)

Nelson L. Price, 
pastor, author and 
popular youth speaker, 
writes challenging and 
motivational thoughts 
with great personal im
pact for the high school 
graduate. Gift box.

At your Baptist Book Store

^ROADMAN

Buffalo and Harpeth River 
Canoeing Trips!
TIP-A-CANOE STORES, INC.

Rf. 2, Box 114 
Kingston Springs, TN 37082 

(615)254-0836

FOR SALE
Complete addressing system 
(storage drawers, addressograph 
machine, graphotype) —

Phone (615) 297-5303

Would
You 

Consider the 
Following?

ALPINE TOUR
Including

OBERAMMERGAU
PASSION PLAY

$1588
Departing September 9, 1980

15 DAYS
Escorted by Bess Summer 

(615) 373-2901

Enzor Travel Service
Brentwood, Tennessee 37027 

Limited number of places available 
Sept. 9th date 

July tour already filled

1. Ownership or rental?
2. Would the cost of your next trip make a terrific down payment on your own bus?
3. Would ownership broaden the reach of your church's activities with group trips, 

fellowship and spiritual enrichment?
4. Would ownership increase your Sunday School attendance?
5. Does your present supplier offer new or used buses, replacement parts, loaner 

buses and repair facilities?
For complete information or demonstration, write or telephone:

Tennessee Bus Sales & Supply, Inc.
311 Wilhagan Road, Nashville, TN 37217 615/366-4258
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Conducted 
Motor Coach Tours

Colonial Williamsburg, Outer Banks 
and Winston - Salem
June 21-June 26

CREATIVE TOURS
446 Cambell Station Road 

Concord, TN 37720 
Phone 615/966-1427

or write for brochure

RESERVE NOW for the inspiring 
GREAT PASSION PLAY 

(May through Oct.)
Tickets, lodging and meals all for just $15 ar 
person at

KELLER'S COUNTRY DORM RESORT, 
Rt. 1, EUREKA SPRINGS, ARK. 72632 

For groups of 12 to 200 — Call 501 /253-8418

Baptist Health Care Center
Williams Ferry Road Lenoir City, Tennessee

(The only Baptist Nursing Home Ministry in Tennessee)

Historians to consider 
role of missionaries

JEFFERSON CITY — The East Tennessee 
Baptist Historical Society will meet in 
Carson-Newman College’s Henderson 
Humanities Building, May 3, at 10:30 a.m. 
EDT.

Topic of the meeting will be “The Role of 
the Directors of Missions in the Baptist 
History of East Tennessee.” Jean Atkinson, 
church history consultant for the Tennessee 
Baptist Convention, will present the program, 
assisted by Leslie Baumgartner, TBC mis
sions director.

BWA member bodies show gain 
of 120,677 members in 1979

WASHINGTON — The 115 Baptist conven
tions and unions affiliated with the Baptist 
World Alliance showed a gain of 120,677 
members during 1979.

The total membership for these affiliated 
bodies reached 29,717,206 at the beginning of 
1980, according to a BWA survey. There are 
116,678 churches, up 1,115 from a year ago, 
and 27,595 other preaching points, up 560.

It was the smallest membership gain in re
cent years. The gain in 1978 was 415,174 and in 
1977 was 507,366. C.E. Bryant, the BWA’s 
secretary for communications, said the small 
gain in 1979 totals is due in part to statistical 
factors. Inflated figures were erroneously 
shown for at least two member bodies in 1978. 
Also, an earlier deadline for printed 
materials in preparation for July’s Baptist 
World Congress necessitated using year-old 
figures for some groups who have not yet clos-

1880-1980 
Centennial 
Celebration

Sunday, May 4-10:30 a.m.
SECOND BAPTIST CHURCH 

OF CHATTANOOGA
1619 East Main

invites you to share in their 
100TH ANNIVERSARY 
T.J. Youngblood, pastor 

ed their surveys for 1979.
The new statistics show gains for 44 of the 

member bodies, an increase of 345,409; and 
losses for 15 groups, a drop of 224,732.

Bryant said the year’s most spectacular 
gains were an increase of 13,756 in the Burma 
Baptist Convention; 14,005 in the Baptist Con
vention of Kenya; a total gain of 12,920 in four 
groups in the Philippines; and a gain of 49,040 
in seven groups of India.

The Southern Baptist Convention, the 
largest group in the BWA, showed a gain of 
182,094, bringing its total membership to 
13,279,073. Among smaller groups, the Baptist 
Community in Israel increased from 225 to 
402, and the Baptist Convention of Sierra 
Leone from 532 to 743.

The ranking of countries with the largest 
Baptist constituencies remained the same. 
The United States led with 25,378,187; follow
ed by India, with 814,552; the Soviet Union 
with 545,000; Brazil with 464,000; and Burma 
with 357.891.

Belmont names Langlois 
as distinguished alumni

NASHVILLE — Raymond Langlois, pastor 
of Nashville’s Judson Baptist Church, receiv
ed the Distinguished Alumni Award from the 
Belmont College Alumni Association at a ban
quet April 18.

The award, given in recognition for profes
sional attainment, civic involvement, church 
participation, leadership, loyalty to the col
lege. continued education, and special work, 
is presented once a year.

Also honored at the banquet were Dave 
Whitten, head coach of the school’s baseball 
team; Larry Striplin, head basketball coach; 
and Robert Barnes, Belmont College’s first 
All-American. The three men were inducted 
into the newly-formed Athlete’s Hall of Fame.

OPEN HOUSE 
and

DEDICATION
Mother's Day 
Sunday, May 11

Entertainment 
and Refreshments

1:00 p.m. to 5:00 p.m 
Dedication Ceremony 

3:00 p.m
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TENNESSEE BAPTIST

Children’
Homes P. O. Box 347 

BRENTWOOD 
37027

EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR/TREASURER
EVANS B. BOWEN

Last year, about 2,000 churches 
throughout the state participated in our 
Mother's Day Offering. We thank God 
for such a marvelous

What about 1980? 
see every church in 
part in our Child 
Care Ministry. That 
is rather idealistic 
but not too much to 
dream about and 
pray for. Every 
church is interested 
in the lives of boys 
and girls. They are 
the material out of 
which we build 
strong churches.

response!

We would like to 
our state have a

Evans B. Bowen

They are our future missionaries, 
preachers, teachers, doctors, nurses 
and home-makers. And every time you 
contribute to TBCH you are making an 
investment in the lives of boys and girls.

The goal of $500,000 is 11 % greater 
than last year. That increase does not 
keep up with inflation. However, we 
endeavor to make every dollar go as far 
as possible. The $500,000 is operational 
funds. By that we mean: food, clothing, 
medical expenses, school supplies and 
utilities.

We must not trim back for such would 
mean that we must say "no" to some 
child who desperately needs our help. 
There is no greater "mission program" in 
our state than the Tennessee Baptist 
Children's Homes.

When a child who has never been in 
Sunday School in her life comes into our 
care; we give her the opportunity to 
meet Jesus. She is given a clean bed, a 
closet of her own, three wholesome 
meals each day, visits to the dentist and 
doctor plus much love from the staff. 
After two months, she receives Jesus as 
her Saviour and Lord. She was hungry 
and you fed her. She was (almost) naked 
and you clothed her. She was sick and 
you ministered unto her. "Inasmuch as 
you did it unto one of mine, you did it 
unto me." Could this have been any 
more missions if it had happened in 
Taiwan?

When you give to your Children's 
Homes, you are giving to missions.

Perfectionist: One who takes great 
pains...and gives them to others!

It was pride that changed angels into 
devils; it is humiltity that makes men as 
angels.

:Augustine

Houseparents Needed
We are in need of some mature couples to serve as 

houseparents on the Franklin Campus. You need to feel a sense 
of calling from our Lord to do a good job as a child care worker. 
You will be making an investment in the lives of boys and girls 
that will pay dividends throughout eternity.

If you are interested, please call (615) 373-5707 or write 
TBCH, P.O. Box 347, Brentwood, Tennessee, 37027. We will pro
vide you with applications and discuss the work more fully with 
you.

Some questions usually asked -
Do we live in a cottage with the children?
How many children are in a cottage?
How much will we be paid?
Do we need previous experience?
What about our own child - would that make us ineligible? 
Who would help us learn our job?

All of these questions plus others will be answered for you.

Adult Attitudes Toward Children
Beware of treating your child simply 

as part of the world of "children" instead 
of as an individual.

Don't be over influenced by reading 
books about child behavior. Your child is 
the child, different from all others 
because of his or her relationship with 
you as an individual parent. Consider 
general suggestions as guidelines but 
not as precepts which necessarily apply 
to your own child.

Don't buy gifts for your children, 
especially those between three and five, 
only because the sign in the store or on 
the box says so or because your child 
simply picks it up. Analyze the likes and 
dislikes of your child. Find out what 
would fit his likes in order to develop his 
or her God-given skills. You may find 
your child is not ready for toys sup
posedly designed for his age. Adjust 
your purchases to what he is capable of 
as an individual child.

Don't take it for granted that any adult 
is entitled to dictate to any child on any 
subject. Unnecessary, pointless adult in
fluence is destructive.

A child feels he or she is capable of 
handling his or her own affairs. They are 
adults in the making.

Encourage the child to develop con
fidence in his decision making ability.

Watch your constant interference lest 
it create resentment. Don’t hesitate to 
interfere, however, when you know you 
must.

For four days a little boy wore the 
same shirt to school. The mother in
terfered. The child's retort: "Why do you 
care? God gave my body to me." Smart 
answer? Prove you are smarter not by 
slapping but by a wise answer: "God 
also gave you a mother to help you 
make decisions you aren't able to make 
for yourself yet and your mother says 
that shirt needs to be washed before you 
wear it again."

Examine your attitude toward your 
motives whether or not they are selfish. 
Do you want your children to be clean 
and well-dressed because of the impres
sion others will have of you or because it 
is the right thing to do? Children can 
discern the motive in parental advice or 
orders. Make sure they can see no 
selfishness and self-righteousness in 
them.

Express your opinion, but remember 
that if you make a scene of it you may 
win, but you may destroy a good child
parent relationship.

Don't simply exercise authority but 
develop right judgement and respon
sibility. Your child should not do what 
you want because you simply want it so, 
but because they are convinced it is the 

right thing to do.
Don't speak complainingly about your 

child to others but to your child correc
tively with love and concern.

Mr. and Mrs. Sudberry — Children At Shoney's

Give A Second Thought
God shows no partiality in giving His 

blessings; persons who love Him ap
preciate them more.

-Gary Boswell

Happiness is a product of our mental 
attitude toward others.

-Charles Morgan

Every temptation is an opportunity of 
our getting nearer to God.

-J.Q. Adams

An Annual Affair
Each year, the children on our Mem

phis Campus are guests of Shoney's Big 
Boy for a real "Love Party." Mr. and Mrs. 
Bill Hartledge, managers of Shoney's at 
3320 Summer Avenue made a lot of boys 
and girls happy.

Houseparents, Mr. and Mrs. Lum 
Sudberry aren't unhappy over the occa
sion.

So many people help to make our 
Child Care Program a quality program. 
Boys and girls come to us from various 
backgrounds. Most of them are depen
dent and neglected children. They have 
been disappointed so often in adults that 
it requires time, patience and love for 
them to learn to trust adults.

The Memphis Home is developing 
"one of the best" staffs since the Home 
opened in 1950. We use "one of the 
best" because there have been many 
changes and each phase has known ex
cellent employees.

When Satan comes to a man, he 
makes his appeal to that particular part 
of his nature where passion is strongest 
□nd principle is weakest.

-Taylor

If you dread growing old, think of the 
many who never have that privilege.

The fellow whose problems are all 
behind him is probably a school bus 
driver.

Shooting for 
the Goal— 
$500,000

Tennessee 
Baptists we need 
your help.

Mother's Day 
Offering Goal

$500,000
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—--------------------------- BIBLE BOOK SERIES--------------------------------
Lesson for May 4

Toward the promised land
By Jerry Foust, pastor 

Mt. Tizrah Baptist Church, Newbern
Basic Passage: Numbers 1:1 to 10:10
Focal Passage: Numbers 9:1-23

Today through the next five Sundays, we 
will be considering the book of Numbers, | 
dealing with a general theme “Journey 
Toward the Promised Land.” Individuals who 
become discouraged, face many hardships, 
or become impatient will profit by an in-depth 
study of Numbers.

Numbers is the story 
of a group of people 
who were discouraged 
and afraid in the face 
of hardships. They 
often rebelled against 
God and against 
Moses, the man God 
appointed to lead 
them. Yet Numbers is 
the story of God’s
faithful, persistent Foust
care for His people in spite of their weakness 
and disobedience. Moses also was impatient 
sometimes with the people of Israel and with 
God.

The book of Numbers also describes 
Israel’s experience with the Lord in the 
wilderness. It tells how the Lord led Israel for 
nearly 40 years — an entire generation — 
before fulfilling their dreams of a land with a 
settled people.

Roy Honeycutt has suggested there are two 
abiding truths in Numbers. First, the book af
firms the reality of divine providence. Se
cond, the whole book revolves around the cen
trality of God. This is seen in chapter two 
where the structure for the camp is described 
with the tabernacle at the center (2:2).

The name “Numbers’’ refers to the 
numbering of the people, although there are 
only two censuses mentioned, one in chapter 
one at Sinai, and the last one in chapter 26 at 
Moab. The name of the book in the Hebrew 
canon is “in the wilderness.” The purpose of 
the census in Numbers was to establish the 
numerical strength of Israel’s military force 
(1:3).

Numbers may be outlined with four major 
divisions, as follows: Organization prior to 
leaving Sinai (1:1-10:10); Israel on the march 
— Sinai to Paran (10:11-12:16); the Murmur- 
ings in the wilderness of Paran (13:1-21:35); 
and Israel encamped in the plains of Moab 
(22:1-36:13). Much of the material in 
Numbers is not in chronological order.

The Passover (9:1-5)
Chapter 9, focusing on a second or alternate 

Passover, begins with the Lord commanding 
Moses to observe the Passover celebration 
before the journey to Canaan began. 
Israelites were to observe the Passover 
throughout all their generations (Exod. 
12:14,24) and to continue it when they pos
sessed the land (Exod. 12:25-27). The 
Passover was to be observed in the first 
month of the second year after the people of 
Israel had left Egypt. The Passover was the 
first of three great festivals in Israel’s calen
dar, commemorating the deliverance from 
Egypt. It was observed in the spring. The 
largest block of Scripture dealing with the 
Passover and unleavened bread is Exod. 
12:1-13:16. It occurs as part of the narrative of 
the slaying of the first-born of the Egyptians 
and of the ensuing departure of the Israelites. 
The Passover and Feast of Unleavened Bread 
were observed together. The Passover itself 
lasted only a single night, while the Feast of 
Unleavened Bread applied to the seven days 
following (Lev. 23:56). The term Passover 
though sometimes was used for all the festal 
days (Deu. 16:2-3).

The Passover was kept until the destruction 
of the Temple in A.D. 70. With the destruction 
of the Temple, the Passover ceased as a 
sacrificial rite. However, the sacrifice still 
survives in the dwindling Samaritan com
munity at Nablus, Jordan, as a sacred com
memoration of God’s redemption.

The problem (9:6-7)
The majority of the people observed the 

Passover just as Moses commanded (9:5) 
but a problem arose. There were some men 
who had become ritually unclean because 
they had touched a corpse. They were not able 
to keep the Passover with the others. What 
they had done was not a sin. In fact they pro
bably performed an act of necessity and mer
cy. These men knew it was a command to 
keep the Passover, but to participate unclean 
was illegal. Therefore, the problem of living 
by the law arose just before they began their 
journey to Canaan.

The solution (9:8-12)
Moses did something all Christians should 

do when we have problems. He turned to God 
for instructions or directions. Numbers 9:8 
says, “And Moses said to them, ‘Wait, that I 
may hear what the Lord will command con
cerning you’.” Although it is not stated, it is 
very likely that Moses went to the Taber
nacle, or Tent to receive instructions from the 
Lord. From chapter two, verse two, we learn 
that the Tabernacle was in the center of the 
camp. This meant that the Lord was sym
bolically above the ark between the 
cherubim, therefore the Lord’s presence was 
in the midst of the people at all times. The 
Tabernacle served several functions. It was a 
place of assembly where the people met God. 
Also, it was a place where God dwelt, and 
anyone desiring to consult Yahweh went to 
the Tabernacle or Tent.

The Lord responded by telling Moses they 
could observe the Passover one month later, 
in the month of Iyyar (9:11), but that it had to 
be observed just as the others had observed it. 
Thus God revealed Himself to be a God of 
mercy and understanding. He made an excep
tion and a substitution for the defiled men. 
The Lord’s answer took care of the following 
situations: uncleanness, absence on a 
journey, absence from the Passover under 
any other circumstances, and a stranger in 
their midst who was a temporary dweller or a 
newcomer.

By providing a substitute Passover for 
these men, we might learn that it is the act of 
worship and not the mechanics of the date 
which is of importance. This would be consis- 
.tent with Jesus’ teaching that man was not 
made for the sabbath but that the sabbath 
was made for man (Mk. 2:27).

For those today who are required to work 
on the Lord’s Day as doctors, nurses, 
firemen, policemen, and others, perhaps it 
might be wise for churches to consider an 
alternate date of worship for those whose jobs 
require that they work.

From 9:13 we see the seriousness with 
which these people took the Passover. For 
those who did not observe either one of them, 
they were to suffer the consequences for their 
sin. However, the verse does not state what 
kind of penalty they were to experience.

The Old Testament provides for one of two 
Passovers. One was to be observed the first 
month, and one was an alternate for those 
who could not observe the first one.

For us as Christians, however, Christ is the 
true Passover Lamb. He was the sacrifice for 
our sins.

Tennessee Baptist Children's
Home, Franklin is in need of foster 
parents to keep infants prior to 
adoptive placement. Must be ac
tive members of a Southern Baptist 
Church, married, mother not 
employed outside the home, and 
have adequate facility for care. 
Placement normally 4-8 weeks. 
Please contact Wayne Maddox, 
Supervisor of Social Services, Ten
nessee Baptist Children's Home, 
P.O. Box 519, Franklin, TN 37064. 
615/794-6648,

UNIFORM SERIES
Lesson for May 4

Living in love
By William L. Blevins, professor of religion 

Carson-Newman College, Jefferson City
Basic Passage: 1 John 4:7 to 5:21
Focal Passage: 1 John 4:7-21

that God loves us

Blevins

I have a favorite poster that really tells it 
like it is: “If you don’t love someone you may 
not know who you are.” These words have 
special significance for those of us who follow 
Jesus. Our whole existence is shaped by love. 
We live with assurance 
unconditionally (John 
3:16). And we live with 
the awareness that we 
are to let His love 
become increasingly 
incarnate in our ex
istence. As a Chris
tian, we are born of 
love and for love. It is 
true indeed that we 
may not know who we 
are when we fail to 
love.

The meaning of love
Although the Greek language has several 

words that can be translated “love,” agape is 
the most important for Christians. This par
ticular word encapsules the essence of our 
faith. The New Testament teaches we are to 
practice agape toward God (Luke 10:25-28), 
toward our neighbors (Luke 10:25-28), toward 
our enemies (Matt. 5:44), and toward our 
brothers and sisters in Christ (1 John 3:16). 
But what does this mean?

Agape-love does not refer to a feeling; it 
does not primarily concern our emotions. 
Agape is volitional. It has to do with our wills 
and describes how we are to behave toward 
each other. Agape means that, in any par
ticular situation, we do what is in the highest 
interest of other persons. Rather than 
manipulating others for our own benefit, we 
do what is best for them. Instead of using 
other people to satisfy our own needs, we do 
what is good for them. In its most basic sense, 
agape is something we do; it is not something 
we have. Agape is how we behave; it is not 
how we feel.

The model of love
The New Testament affirms that God loves 

us unconditionally. His love, however, is more 
than a feeling. His love is expressed in His 
redemptive activity on our behalf: “In this 
was manifested the love of God toward us, 
because that God sent His only begotten Son 
into the world, that we might live through 

Boyce Bible School . . 
opportunity for growth

"My name is Ron Davis. As a student at Boyce Bible School, 
a division of The Southern Baptist Theological Seminary in 
Louisville, Ky., my experience has been both educationally 
enlightening and spiritually uplifting.

"Before the Lord called me into full-time Christian service, 
I had a good job, good pay, and six years seniority. I left all 
this when I felt God leading me to further my education at 
Boyce Bible School. Boyce is an excellent place to learn 
more about God, the Bible, the ministry, and yourself."

Like Ron Davis, you can find a place at Boyce, where 
students and faculty and staff share a close relationship 
with each other.

To enroll for summer or fall, call 
today toll-free (800) 626-5525.
Or write:

Boyce Bible School, 2825 Lexington Road, 
Louisville, Kentucky 40206
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Him” (1 John 4:9). Jesus is the expression of 
God’s love and thus becomes our model for 
what love means. When Jesus died for us, He 
acted in our highest interest. In His death, 
Jesus did what was best for us. Consequently, 
through His act of agape, we experience new 
life and the forgiveness of sins (1 John 4:9-10). 
Jesus’ agape toward us is the model for our 
behavior toward others (1 John 4:11).

The manifestation of love
You and I become children of God because 

God loves us. We live as the people of God 
when we “dwell” in His love (1 John 4:16). 
Yet love is not a dead-end street. Now that we 
have received love, we are to give love. We 
are obligated to practice agape toward others 
in the same way God has shown agape to us (1 
John 4:7, 11).

No one in our world today literally sees God 
(1 John 4:12). For this reason, it is very im
portant that Christians practice love. 
Chances are people will discover God loves 
them only when we love them (1 John 3:16, 
4:12). God manifests Himself through our 
love.

Do you know who you are? If you will prac
tice agape toward God above you and other 
people around you, you will really know who 
you are.
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life and work series
Lesson for May 4

The primacy of
By Robert C. Burch, pastor 

Calvary Baptist Church, Knoxville

love
Basic Passages: Genesis 24:63-67; 1 Corinthians 13:1-7
Focal Passages: Genesis 24:63-67: 1 Corinthians 13:1-7

The family is the basic relationship in life 
where love can be learned, developed, and 
used. When people live together intimately 
there is the necessity of love if there is to be 
peace and joy (1 Pet. 4:4).

I. THE PICTURE OF LOVE (Gen. 24:63-67)
The relationship of 

Isaac and Rebekah is 
an illustration of the 
comfort love can 
bring, the commit
ment love makes, and 
the communications 
love shares.

II. THE PRIORITY 
OF LOVE (1 Cor. 
13:1-3)

The great chapter on
Love is set in the midst Burch
of Paul’s teaching on gifts. In chapter 12 is 
found the endowment of gifts and in chapter 
14 is found the exercise of gifts. Only love can 
safe-guard the use of gifts.

The significance of love is also seen in this 
chapter. Love is not defined, but rather, 
displayed. There are times when a definition 
is destruction. Who can define a sunset?

We find in this portion of scripture a picture 
of an individual who has been blessed with 
gifts and talents to an amazing degree, yet 
has no love. There, the essential importance 
of love is seen by seeing its absence... “but 
have not love.” We see the absence of love:

1. In the emotions (v. 1) - The heart is the 
center of deep emotions. The experience of 
speaking in tongues is mentioned. Paul 
reveals that a “supposed’.’ gift can exist 
without God’s Spirit. The first evidence of the 
Spirit according to Gal. 5:22, “is love.” The 
source of a “gift” in the human heart can be 
self, Satan, or the Spirit. Here Paul shows it 
existing without the Spirit.

2. In the intellect (vs. 2) - The power of the 
mind is now explained. Four things are men
tioned: Prophecy - Power to declare truth and 
interpret truth; Mysteries - The hidden 
secrets of the divine; Knowledge - The group 
of facts and information; Faith - The quality 
which gives us mastery over life’s difficulties. 
These can exist without love. Balaam is an ex
ample. He had an enlightened mind, but a 
dark heart. A person can miss heaven by a 
few inches - the distance from his head to his 
heart.

The absence of love implies selfishness. In
spirational power, insights, knowledge, and 
faith may be very selfish. Loveless faith may 
remove mountains from its own path and set 
them down in its brother’s path. The world 
has seen plenty of loveless prophets, loveless 
scholars, and loveless saints.

3. In the will - (vs. 3) - The exercising of 
one’s power for service. Two things are men
tioned. The distribution of all one possesses 
and the destruction of one’s person. But, here 
again, the motive could be for the praise of 
self and the pride of action. Jesus said some 
works are, “that they may be seen by man” 
(Matt. 6:5).

These three areas of life: the emotional, the 
intellectual, and the volitional, although vital 
to man’s nature, will cause confusion and 
division unless they are controlled and 
balanced by love.

III. THE PROPERTIES OF LOVE (1 Cor. 
13:4-7)

This portion of scripture is a photograph of 
Christ! It is the best summary of the many 
elements of real love. Love may be difficult to 
define but not difficult to discern. There are 
negative and positive elements listed. The 
negative assumes the positive, and the 
positive assumes the negative.

1. Love is not hasty, but patient - That is, 
long waiting that refuses to give way to anger 
or worry (Phil. 4:5; Ecc. 7:7; Prov. 16:32).

2. Love is not inconsiderate, but kind 
-Whereas patience is passive, kindness is an 
active quality. One cannot have love without

kindness anymore than there can be spring 
without flowers. (Eph. 4:30-31; Heb. 5:2)

3. Love is not jealous, but content - It is not 
vexed at the blessings of others. Without love, 
other’s gains are seen as our loss. Life is full 
of inequities and only love can contemplate 
the gains of others and yet remain content 
with its own lesser state. Saul sought to kill 
David because of jealousy. Cain murdered 
Abel (1 John 3:11-12; Phil. 4:11).

4. Love is not boastful, but modest - It 
makes no parade. Love does not claim notice 
and applause. A man who boasts, advertises 
his emptiness and ignorance. Man tends to 
boast over race, face, grace, and place (Prov. 
27:2).

5. Love is not arrogant, but humble - Love 
knows nothing of presumption and self
satisfaction. The great saints of the Bible 
were humble. Job in Job 42:5, Isaiah in Is. 6:5, 
Paul in 1 Tim. 1:15-16. (Also see James 4:6)

6. Love is not rude, but courteous - Love 
never lacks in politeness. Courtesy is love in 
little ways. We should never exercise one vir
tue at the expense of another. Honesty should 
never be bluntness. We are to “speak the 
truth in love.”

7. Love does not insist on its own way, but is 
unselfish - Love does not grasp at its rights. 
Selfishness lies at the root of 1000 evils (Phil. 
2:20-21).

8. Love is not irritable, but good natured - A 
bad temper has been called the “vice of the 
virtuous.” Drummond Lar said, “no form of 
vice...does more to un-Christianize society 
than an evil temper” (1 Sam. 25:17).

9. Love is not resentful, but forgiving - Love 
keeps a diary of all the good it receives, but it 
does not keep a record of the wrong done to it. 
Love forgives and forgets (Col. 3:13).

10. Love does not rejoice at wrong, but re
joices in the right - Love is never glad when 
others stumble. Love never makes gains for

X

He'd give him one of his kidneys, if he could. Both 
of Joey’s have failed. Unfortunately, willing i datives 
don't always have kidneys that will match.

Sojoey waits.
A kidney machine can buy precious time. But the 

longer kids like Joey have to wait for leal kidneys, the 
more theirgiowth and development are stunted.

And living with a kidney machine-hours and hours, 
seveial daysa week-is living only half a lite. It's emo- 
tionallyandsocially cri filing. h's very expensive. t

Thei e are thousanc s of child) en and adults whose '

LIBERTY

self out of the failures of others (Obadiah 12).
11. Love is not rebellious, but bear all things 

- This does not mean that love is blind and 
easily deceived, but that it is entirely alien to 
the Spirit of the cynic and the pessimist. Love 
takes the best view of circumstances and peo
ple as long as it is possible to do so (Philem. 
21).

13. Love is not despondent, but hopes all 
things - When disappointed in the object in 
which it believes, love yet hopes for better 
things in the future. Love hopes, even if it can
not find firm ground for faith (Rom. 8:24).

14. Love is not conquerable, but endures all 
things - This implies the attitude when it 
receives what is not due it - ill treatment. The 
reality of love is seen in testing (1 Pet. 
2:29-20).
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AFRICAN CASSETTE MINISTRY—Since few Africans can read 
music, music missionary Glenn Boyd makes cassette re
cordings of church music from which choirs can learn new 
songs. The choir of Tigoni Baptist Church practices in the

language lab at the Brakenhurst Baptist Assembly in 
Kenya. Boyd uses this choir, led by Manasseh Mutsoli, for 
many of the cassettes he prepares.

Missionary encourages Africans 
to sing music from deep within

LIMURU, Kenya—Glenn Boyd insists he 
didn’t go to Kenya to teach Africans to sing. 
Instead, he went to encourage them to sing 
their own songs, in their own languages, their 
own way.

Boyd, a Southern Baptist music promotion 
missionary in Kenya, says he’s learned he 
can’t ask an African to write a song. But he 
can ask, “Don’t you have a song in your head 
that you could sing these words to?” In 
minutes, the person may remember a tune 
from his village and put the words, often 
scripture verses, to it.

Armed with his ever-present cassette 
recorder, Boyd travels through African 
villages collecting Christian songs to share 
with other villages. His work has become so 
widely recognized that he and his wife 
Jeanine, also a professional musician, were 
asked last winter to write a church music 
guidebook for Africa which may be translated 
into as many as 100 languages.

Boyd, who served as a minister of music 
and youth in Oklahoma and Texas before 
becoming a missionary in 1971, learned that 
he had to overcome many obstacles in using 
Western music in Africa. The music was dif
ficult for Africans to sing, few could read 
music notes or rhythm, and words like 
“snow” had little meaning for people living in 
a tropical climate. Instead of pianos and 
organs, every church had drums and local in
struments, tambourines, or guitars.

When Boyd first began asking Africans to 
sing for him, they were suspicious. They- 
always chose one of the Western hymns which 
were difficult for them, because they were so 
different from the music they had known 
from childhood. Gradually they came to 
believe he really wanted them to sing the 
music deep within them.

Although he still uses some carefully 
chosen Western hymns, Boyd has set himself 
a goal of making at least one tape of ver
nacular Christian songs each year, in addition 
to songs he records in Swahili. Though each 
tribe has its own language, Swahili crosses 
tribal lines and is used by missionaries in 
their work.

Boyd often asks a person to translate his 
song from vernacular to Swahili so another 
tribe can translate the Swahili into their own 
language. If he records the song in the ver
nacular, he translates it into English to en
courage missionaries to use it.

Often Boyd has to take advantage of unex-

Publication sales top 
projections in Hong Kong

HONG KONG — Sales during 1979 for Bap
tist Press in Hong Kong topped projections by 
$12,500.

During the first two months of 1980, the 
Chinese-language publishing house recorded 
about $5,000 above the projected sales. In 1979 
Baptist Press produced about 16,000 Bibles, 
50,000 devotional and music books, and more 
than 100,000 quarterly publications. Bibles, 
the fastest selling item in 1979, made up one- 
third of the year’s total sales.

pected opportunities to record songs. At the 
latest meeting of the Baptist Convention of 
Kenya, he learned that about 50 people from 
the Giryama tribe were expected to attend. 
Southern Baptists began work with that tribe 
through a major evangelistic project in 1976. 
When Boyd asked them to sing for him, they 
responded eagerly although their only free 
time was at 10:30 p.m. following the conven
tion’s last session.

Working through Ezekial Birya, a leader 
who was a tribe member, Boyd asked the peo
ple to sing songs that would encourage Chris
tians, songs of testimony, and songs that were 
theologically sound. When they finished at 1 
a.m., 16 songs were on tape. Now that tape is

FAMILY MUSIC MINISTRY—Although Boyd encourages Africans to sing in
digenous African music, he also believes his family has a music ministry to the 
English-speaking community of Kenya. Here, Boyd and (from left) his wife 
Jeanine and daughters Janet and Becky sing for the Nairobi International Chris
tian Women's Club.

Mass visitation sets off
New England Outreach program

NdRTHBOROUGH, Mass. (BP)—Southern Baptist churches in the six-state New 
England Baptist General Association visited more people in their region March 22 than 
they had ever reached in a single day to kick off the Good News New England campaign.

Over 2,000 prospects were added to church files from the 5,085 homes contacted on 
that one Sunday of mass visitation.

Fifty-three churches in Connecticut, New Hampshire, Maine, Massachusetts, Rhode 
Island, and Vermont, started a four-day Sunday school growth emphasis week in their 
churches with the visitation program.

“The effort was successful beyond anything we had hoped for,” said Al Riddley, 
director of church development for the Baptist General Association of New England and 
coordinator of the Sunday school effort.

There are about 75 Southern Baptist churches, chapels and fellowships in New 
England. “Without a doubt, more people were contacted than on any other single day,” 
said James Currin, executive director of the association. “But importantly we had more 
of our church members out visiting than on any other day.”

“It is an excellent beginning for the Good News New England program,” Currin con
tinued. “We have seen God move this year in great ways in New England—with record 
baptisms at churches, record attendances, and new church starts.”

The Good News New England program will continue the week of May 11 with more 
than 65 churches holding revivals throughout New England.

One of the primary goals for the Good News New England effort is to start 20 new 
church-type missions which will almost double the number currently in operation.

available to any Giryama church wanting 
new songs.

Though most of Boyd’s ministry is with 
Africans, Boyd feels that he, his wife, and 
their two musical teen-age daughters also 
have a ministry to the English-speaking com
munity in Kenya. This past Christmas, for in
stance, he sang the bass solo in the Nairobi 
Music Society’s performance of Handel’s 
Messiah and his wife and older daughter sang 
in the chorus.

Boyd is now working on a “vernacular” 
tape for his fellow missionaries. He and his 
family are making a sing-along tape of 
favorite English hymns so they can hear the 
music they miss from home.
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Christian church 
’thinks Baptist'

BRUSHTON, N.Y.—The sign reads: “The 
First Christian Church, Brushton,” but the 
congregation and pastor are affiliated with 
the Southern Baptist Convention.

An odd combination? Not really, when one 
knows the history of the church.

In 1827 a group of Christians in Brushton 
started a Home Fellowship Bible class which 
organized into the First Christian Church in 
1841. Then in 1900 when the Christian 
denomination merged with the congrega
tionalists to form the United Church of Christ, 
First Christian, Brushton, remained indepen
dent and utilized American Baptist pastors 
until 1964.

“1964 is when I became involved with First 
Christian,” said Norman Bell, director of 
associational services for the Adirondack 
Baptist Association.

At the time, Bell was pastor of a Southern 
Baptist church near Brushton, First Christian 
asked him to become their pastor. “For the 
next year I preached in two churches every 
Sunday until becoming the fulltime pastor at 
Brushton in 1966,” Bell said.

In 1966 First Christian affiliated with the 
Southern Baptist Convention but voted to re
tain its name.

“In addition to retaining its name, the con
gregation decided to remain in its original 75 
to 100-year-old building,” said John Simmons, 
current pastor.

“Instead of building a new sanctuary, the 
membership chose to respond to the great 
needs in the area and reach out to sur
rounding communities by starting new 
chapels and Sunday Schools,” Simmons said.

“There are 500,000 living in the association 
with only 1,229 Southern Baptists attending 
the 21 churches and missions,” Bell said.

“Of those 21 churches and missions, First 
Christian has been instrumental in starting 
eight,” Simmons said. “Our dream is to see 
the church give as much to missions as it 
keeps at home.”

At present, First Christian, with a member
ship of 170, gives 43 percent of its budget to 
missions which is then divided into 12 percent 
for the Cooperative Program, 12 percent for 
the Adirondack Association and 20 to 25 per
cent for area chapels and missions.
On Matters of

Family Living
By B. David Edens

Director, Marriage and Family Program 
Stephens College, Columbia, MO 65201

IQ—no magic number
A child’s high IQ score should not be taken 

as a sign of celestial favor. A dissappointing 
score should not lower the ceiling on expecta
tions.

The idea “that the IQ test has a mystical 
property that measures the innate potential of 
the individual tends to be nonsense,” the 
president of Educational Testing Service, 
Princeton, N.J., a titan among testing outfits, 
recently told the American Educational 
Research Association.

It is inappropriate to use youngsters’ IQ 
scores to make long-term predictions about 
their intellectual abilities. It also is a serious 
mistake to use the scores as the basis for any 
decisions that cannot be modified or reversed 
in the near future, William W. Turnbull cau
tioned the conference.

Children change with growth and in 
response to new experiences and situations, 
and their IQ scores change with them — 
sometimes significantly. All the test ques
tions really reveal is how well a youngster is 
performing certain classroom tasks at that 
particular time.

Turnbull warns educators and parents 
against using the single IQ score as a handy 
indication of overall intelligence. He would 
like to see educators use several test scores, 
measuring skills in many different areas, as 
guides for adapting curricula to meet the in
dividual pupil’s needs.


