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Leaders decline to dismiss Walsh 
for illegal trip to Iran session

ST. LOUIS (BP) - John T. Walsh, one of 10 
Americans who attended a recent conference 
in Tehran looking into U.S. policy in Iran dur
ing the reign of the deposed shah, did so as a 
private citizen and will not lose his job, of
ficials of the Home Mission Board of the 
Southern Baptist Convention said here.

Walsh, employed by the Baptist Convention 
of New York and supported financially by the 
Home Mission Board, went to Iran in what for 
him “was an act of ministry." said the 
board’s executive director-treasurer William 
G. Tanner of Atlanta. Walsh is Baptist cam
pus minister at Princeton University.

Tanner, who reported he does not know 
Walsh personally, said he cannot judge “the 
rightness or wrongness" of the decision to 
make the trip in defiance of President 
Carter’s ban on U.S. citizens’ traveling to 
Iran.

“Given the constraints that he had as an in
dividual." Tanner said, “I believe he had to 
do what he felt was right.”

Walsh, and Charles Kimball, doctoral can
didate in world religions at Harvard Universi
ty, say their trip was an attempt to reconcile 
differences between the nations to avoid the 
increasing likelihood of military confronta
tion.

Walsh, Kimball, and eight other Americans 
joined 500 delegates from 60 nations at the 
conference which also aired grievances

Sweetwater Baptists await 
response from Coors Brewery

Baptists of Sweetwater Association in east 
Tennessee are awaiting a reply from a 
registered letter sent to Coors Brewery, 
Golden, Colo., opposing the proposed 
establishment of a brewery in Vonore, Tenn. 
The letter was sent last week to the brewery 
and contained copies of a resolution which 
nearly 70 churches in the association had 
approved.

Coors is considering locating a brewery 
near the New Tellico Lake. Also under con
sideration is a site in Virginia.

Opposition to the establishment of the 
brewery in Vonore first arose when Baptists 
learned that Coors had begun core drilling at 
the proposed site last spring. In an April 14 
meeting of the association’s Executive Board, 
a request was made that a special committee 
be appointed to communicate the feelings of 
the association concerning their desire not to 
have a beer brewery established in Vonore. 
The communications committee included: 
Darrell Avery, Ralph Millsaps, and Sam 
Boone, all pastors in Sweetwater Association.

Bennie Creel, director of missions, said the 
resolution represents 15,821 citizens of the 
association. “We are not anti-progress,” 
Creel stated. “We just don’t feel like the 
establishment of a brewery is our only chance 
for progress. All we are trying to do is say a 
word as a Christian community.” He added 
that some groups had tried to make the Bap
tists appear to be a “fanatic bunch.”

“We do not feel like getting involved in a 
crusade,” Creel emphasized. “But we do feel 
we have a Biblical mandate. For Biblical and 
moral principles, we are against it.”

against Soviet intervention in Afghanistan. 
Iranian President Bani-Sadr asked specifical
ly that Walsh and Kimball be included among 
the participants. The Iranian government 
paid the bill for all delegates.

Members of the group were in contact with 
the State Department for months before they 
went. Walsh indicated that officials there said 
a positive outcome was possible from such a 
trip, but they doubted they could support the 
trip publicly. Walsh said when they left for 
Iran May 31, they were not aware of penalties 
that might await their return.

Kimball and Walsh have both had oppor
tunities to minister to students at the embassy 
in Tehran and with members of hostages’ 
families in the United States, because of their 
involvement. They took mail for hostages in 
June, although they were not able to see 
them.

Tanner's view was backed by that of Jack 
P. Lowndes, executive secretary of the New 
York convention and one of Walsh’s super
visors. “Whether it was right or wrong, I 
don’t know'," Lowndes said, adding, “I’m not
God."

Both Lowndes and Gerald Palmer, director 
of the Home Mission Board’s missions sec
tion. said they would have advised Walsh not 
to go to Tehran, if he had asked them, but 
refused to question his right to do so.

Lowndes said that the only requirement he

He explained that the association sent the 
registered letter to Coors to “lend credence 
and credibility to what we are doing.”

A representative at Coors Brewery in 
Golden, told Baptist and Reflector that of
ficials there are still proceeding with evalua
tions from both Tennessee and Virginia. He 
said a time had not been set for a decision on 
which location would be chosen.

Responding to a question on opposition to 
their locating in Tennessee, the represen
tative said if only a small minority of people 
oppose the establishment, it would probably 
not affect the decision. “If a majority of the 
people there didn’t want us, however, that 
would affect our decision,” he said.

The brewery would employ 600 persons in
itially and up to 1,000 persons within a year, 
he stated.

'You're my president,' 
Carter tells Bailey Smith

ST. LOUIS (BP) — Soon after Bailey Smith was elected president of the Southern 
Baptist Convention, one of the first to call and congratulate him was the president of the 
United States.

President Carter, also a Southern Baptist, began the call by saying to Smith, “You’re 
my president.”

Smith, pastor of First Southern Baptist Church, Del City, Okla., told President 
Carter, “Our people enjoyed having you in our church (in 1976).”

Then, when Smith asked Carter to pray for him, Carter replied, “I have prayed for 
you, and I am going to continue to pray for you in the days to come.”

Smith also said President Carter invited him and his wife, Sandy, to visit in the White 
House.

makes before trips are made by personnel 
under his supervision is that he be notified, an 
action which Walsh took before leaving the 
country.

Lowndes confirmed that Walsh’s expenses 
were not paid by the Home Mission Board and 
that he took personal leave time to make the 
trip.

Palmer, who supervises more than 2,900 
home missionaries from the Home Mission 
Board’s Atlanta headquarters, said that the 
agency’s concern is that Walsh's action “not 
be seen as an official Home Mission Board 
visit.”

Walsh and Kimball were two of seven 
Americans to visit Tehran last Christmas in a 
delegation headed by former SBC president 
Jimmy R. Allen and sanctioned by U.S. 
government officials.

Tanner, who said he has been advised by 
some individual Southern Baptists angered 
by Walsh’s trip to fire him, said that, based on 
his present knowledge of the facts, he would 
not follow the advice.

Another reason for their refusal to take ac-
lion against Walsh, the three Southern Baptist
officials said, is the uncertainty over the 
response of high U.S. officials to the 
American delegation’s presence at the con
ference.

Walsh said if his actions need a defense, it 
can be found in the resolution on human rights 
passed at the Southern Baptist Convention 
meeting in Atlanta, Ga., in June 1978

That resolution called human rights a ma
jor moral issue of our time and said. “Let 
Southern Baptist citizens be committed to 
political action on behalf of human rights at 
home and abroad."

It also expressed grave concern “about the 
widespread denial of human rights at the 
hands of our political allies as well as our 
political adversaries ’’ The Southern Baptist 
Christian Life Commission, which presented 
the resolution, said it was not referring 
specifically to Iran.

In an official statement clarifying the Home 
Mission Board’s position on Walsh's trip. Tan
ner said, “The administration of the Home 
Mission Board did not approve, nor does it 
condone his attendance at the conference in 
Iran. As an individual he has a right to do and 
to speak as he pleases, but the administration 
of the Home Mission Board does not view his 
activities in regard to his trip to Iran as part 
of his Home Mission Board assignment.”

Tanner said the entire matter is under 
review by the administration.

ANXIOUS — Herbert C. Gabhart, 
center, president of Belmont College 
in Nashville, looks over plans and in
spects construction of the college's 
student center. The $2.3-million struc
ture is scheduled for completion next 
February. With Gabhart are student 
government president Dene , 
Quesenberry, and project superinten
dent Homer Gerrin.

Patent laws cover 
laboratory life

WASHINGTON (BP) - The U.S. Supreme 
Court ruled here June 16 that federal patent 
laws extend to human-made living 
organisms.

By a 5—4 vote, the high court held that 
General Electric Co. scientist Ananda M. 
Chakrabarty’s laboratory creation of a form 
of bacteria designed to break up oil spills is 
protected by patent laws dating to 1793.

Neither the majority opinion, written by 
Chief Justice Warren E. Burger, nor a dissent 
filed by senior Justice William J. Brennan Jr. 
addressed the bioethical issues involved in 
laboratory-created life forms.

Many ethicists have expressed the fear that 
patenting such life forms could make genetic 
engineering profitable for both companies 
and individuals by giving them exclusive sell
ing rights on products they invent.

Chakrabarty’s and General Electric’s ap
plication for a patent had been denied earlier 
by the U.S. Patent Office. But the Court of 
Customs and Patent Appeals reversed the 
denial, leading to the government’s high court 
appeal.

Referring to applicable patent laws. Burger 
said the court set out simply to determine 
whether Chakrabarty’s microorganism con
stituted a “manufacture” or “composition of 
matter.” The law declares that “whoever in
vents or discovers any new and useful pro
cess, machine, manufacture, or composition 
of matter...may obtain a patent.”

Burger's opinion also cited Thomas Jeffer
son, author of the 1793 statute, who believed 
that “ingenuity should receive a liberal en
couragement.”

Because Chakrabarty’s discovery was “not 
nature’s handiwork, but his own,” the court 
declared it may be patented.

“Potential hazards” did not figure in the 
court’s decision, Burger said, because the 
granting or denial of patents to 
microorganisms “is not likely to put an end to 
genetic research or to its attendant risks.”



ST. LOUIS — A disagreement over future 
direction has split the Baptist Faith and 
Message Fellowship, according to leaders of 
the ultraconservative group, and Russell 
Kaemmerling resigned as editor of the 
organization’s publication, Southern Baptist 
Journal.

The resignation and split came after a vote 
was taken to relieve Kaemmerling, pastor of 
First Baptist Church, West Columbia, S.C., as 
editor. Nine of the directors voted to relieve 
him and seven to retain him.

After the vote, Kaemmerling and at least 
five directors resigned, including M.O. Owens 
Jr., one of the founders of the organization.

Owens, pastor of Parkwood Baptist Church, 
Gastonia, N.C., explained that in December 
the directors replaced former editor, William 
A. (Bill) Powell of Buchanan, Ga., “because 
we felt Southern Baptist Journal needed a 
new image.” Kaemmerling, the brother-in- 
law of Paige Patterson, leader of an 
“organized” inerrancy group, was im
mediately named editor.

“We have had some difficulty in working 
with Bill Powell all along,” Owens said. “He 
has a martyr complex and sort of seems to 
welcome attacks to discredit him.”

Owens said the split came when the board 
of directors met in St. Louis, June 9, the night 
before the Southern Baptist Convention’s an
nual meeting began.

“Bill was not happy because he was no

Housing deadline 
set for '81 SBC

LOS ANGELES (BP) — Block reservations
for individuals, organizations, and groups 
wishing to reserve a block of rooms for the 
1981 Southern Baptist Convention in Los
Angeles must have their request in by July 1, 
according to Tim Hedquist, convention 
manager.

The Los Angeles Convention Bureau will be 
accepting requests for individual hotel ac
commodations Oct. 1.

As in the past several years, all requests 
must be made in writing using a special form 
prepared by the bureau.

The form will be available in Baptist state 
offices in September and will be printed in the 
Baptist Program before Oct. 1. All individual 
requests must be mailed to the housing 
bureau.

Requests for block reservations must be 
sent to: Block Reservations, 460 James 
Robertson Parkway, Nashville, Tenn., 37219. 
Under convention policies block reservations 
are limited to 50 rooms per group, and no 
more than 40 percent of the rooms in any one 
hotel may be reserved. Priority will be given 
to the block requests by a random draw of the 
requests received.

In Los Angeles, all but two of the hotels are 
within 10 blocks of the convention center, and 
no hotel is more than two miles away. The 
center has 3,000 parking space^Teserved for 
the convention.

The Pastors’ Conference, Woman’s Mis
sionary Union meeting, and the SBC annual 
meeting will all be held in the Los Angeles 
Convention-Exhibition Center.

Baptists to meet in LA 
in 1981; site selected

The 1981 Southern Baptist Convention 
is scheduled to be held at the Los 
Angeles (Calif.) Convention Center, 
June 10-12, according to Tim Hedquist, 
assistant to the treasurer and director 
of financial planning, Southern Baptist 
Convention. The convention center is 
located in downtown Los Angeles.

Future conventions sites and dates 
are: New Orleans, La., June 15-17,1982; 
Pittsburgh, Pa., June 14-16, 1983; Kan
sas City, Mo., June 12-14, 1984; and 
Dallas, Tex., June 11-13, 1985.

longer the voice, the cynosure,” Owens said.
Both Powell and Kaemmerling agreed that 

the split was caused by “editorial 
differences.”

“For my own individual credibility and in
tegrity, I could not participate in character 
assassination and spurious issues, which 
seemed to me to be the way they wanted to 
go,” Kaemmerling said.

He said he does not believe the “conser
vative cause is helped by having a National 
Enquirer type of publication,” but prefers to 
deal with trends and issues rather than per
sonalities.

“They did not see it that way. They did not 
think the battle should be waged on that level. 
The would rather go after seminary pro
fessors,” Kaemmerling said.

Powell, on the other hand, said, “My posi
tion is that this is the battle for the Bible. I 
believe we should help Baptist people be 
aware of the schools and teachers and in
dividuals in the schools who deny portions of 
the Bible.

“Because of the Baptist Watergate — the 
conspiracy by Baptist editors and Baptist 
Press against conservatives — I think we 
should use the space we have to keep our 
readers informed about the battle for the Bi
ble,” he added.

Kaemmerling and Owens both agreed that 
the discussion over the future of the publica
tion and the organization was not bitter or 
hostile.

Owens named three of the four other direc
tors who resigned from the organization. 
They are Gene Russell, pastor of First Baptist 
Church, Angleton, Tex.; Leroy Cooper, pastor 
in Cedartown, Ga.; and Laverne Butler, 
pastor of Ninth and O Baptist Church, 
Louisville, Ky.

Despite the split, Owens said no one involv
ed has changed his conservative stance. He 
agreed that the difference of opinion is on ap
proach rather than philosophy.

“We felt that through the Journal we should 
build credibility,” Owens explained. “If we 
did not have credibility, we would not ac
complish anything. We also believe you have 
to be sweet-spirited and Christian in attitude 
if you are to receive any semblance of accep
tability.

“We felt this had not been done, and that is 
why we asked Russ to become editor. There 
are times you must call names, but I do not 
believe in destroying anyone.”

Kaemmerling added he believes Southern 
Baptist Journal should deal with other issues 
“of interest to conservative thinkers” in addi
tion to inerrancy.

Other issues mentioned are the lack of em
phasis on Sunday Schools as an outreach arm, 
the need to promote positive church growth, 
and a greater emphasis on missions and 
evangelism.

He also noted that under his editorship, the 
publication appeared in April, May, and June 
of 1980, while under Powell, it appeared only 
three times in 1979.

“If you are going to have a voice, it should 
be a consistent voice,” he said.

Circulation of the publication, he said, is 
“just over 9,000” per month, but the June 
issue, which featured editorials and articles 
criticizing the Baptist state papers, had a 
press-run of 42,000 and was mailed to “every 
church in the Southern Baptist Convention.”

Health ministry begins
PORTO NOVO, Benin - The People’s. 

Republic of Benin has given approval for 
Southern Baptist missionary Becky Couts to 
practice nursing in Porto Novo. Mrs. Couts 
has already begun a small scale “under 
fives” health ministry in three locations.
Babies are weighed, given vitamins, niva- 
quine (a malaria preventive and treatment) 
and immunizations for measles, diphtheria, 
and polio. She also uses a flannelgraph to 
teach the mothers improved child care and a 
picture book to tell them about Jesus.

COMMUNICATION — FMB's Winston Crawley (seated left) discusses radio-TV 
usage with Jimmy Allen, SBC Radio-TV Commission. Standing (from left) are Zeb 
Moss, J.O. Terry Jr., Lewis Myers, Jerry Pillow, Luke Williams, Allen Compton, 
and Wesley Miller.

Foreign missionaries study 
mission use of radio-TV

FORT WORTH — Foreign Mission Board 
media representatives from four continents 
took time out from a once-every-two-year trip 
home to visit the Radio-Television Commis
sion to discuss collaboration between the two 
Southern Baptist agencies on current and 
future programming.

Two Tennesseans win 
awards for sermons

NASHVILLE — Tennessee pastors Fred M. 
Wood and Edward D. Johnson are two of 15 
Southern Baptist preachers whose sermons 
were chosen to appear in Volume four of 
Award Winning Sermons, published by 
Broadman Press.

Wood, pastor of Eudora Baptist Church, 
Memphis, and Johnson, pastor of Calvary 
Baptist Church, Kingsport, submitted “Life 
in a Look,” under the evangelism category, 
and “When a Man Goes to Church,” in the 
church category, respectively. There were 
five possible categories, each of which is a 
section in the book.

James Barry, consultant in the church ad
ministration department of the Southern Bap
tist Sunday School Board, served as coor
dinator for the project, which had more than 
300 entries in its fourth year.

Barry said the project is designed to pro
vide a cross section of sermons preached in 
Southern Baptist churches during the past 
year. He estimates that more than 5-million 
sermons are preached annually in Southern 
Baptist churches.

Other preachers whose sermons are includ
ed in the book are Cecil Sherman, pastor of 
First Baptist Church, Asheville, N.C.; Robert 
G. Wilkerson, administrator, Princeton 
Towers Baptist Medical Center, Birm
ingham, Ala.; C. Ferris Jordan, professor at 
New Orleans Baptist Theological Seminary; 
William R. Shunk, professor at Purdue 
University, Lafayette, Ind.; Roger Lovette, 
pastor, First Baptist Church, Clemson, S.C.; 
and Jerry Mahan, pastor, First Baptist 
Church, Fort Valley, Ga.

Others whose sermons are in the book are 
Ronnie L. Littlejohn, pastor, First Baptist 
Church, Rockdale, Tex.; W. LeRay Fowler, 
pastor, West University Baptist Church,
Houston, Tex.; David W. Crocker, associate 
pastor, First Baptist Church, Montgomery, 
Ala.; Bill Whittaker, pastor, First Baptist 
Church, Murray, Ky.; Alfred L. Miller, 
pastor, First Baptist Church, Mount Airy, 
N.C.; Fred Clements, pastor, Sardis Baptist 
Church, Sardis, Ga.; and Chevis F. Horn, 
pastor emeritus, First Baptist Church, Mar
tinsville, Va.

Each of the preachers was presented a pla
que during the seminary luncheons at the 
Southern Baptist Convention, St. Louis.

Allen Compton of South America, J.O. 
Terry of Asia, Zeb Moss of Africa, and Wes 
Miller of Europe were invited to the commis
sion to develop strategies for altering present 
Baptist radio and television programs to fit 
the needs of many countries where the pro
grams are not yet aired. These men are in 
charge of broadcast ministries on the four 
continents.

“Many of our programs can be used to 
spread the gospel in countries all over the 
world, with a few, simple alterations,” said 
Jimmy R. Allen, Radio and Television Com
mission president. “The commission plans to 
make these programs available to mis- 
sionaries in all parts of the world in order to 
accomplish the Baptist goal to confront 
everyone in the world with the gospel by the 
year 2000.”

“At Home With the Bible” is one program 
Allen mentioned that can be used effectively 
by almost any country. The Radio-Television 
Commission produces the program in 
cooperation with the Southern Baptist Sunday 
School Board, so these two agencies could 
work with the Foreign Mission Board to 
distribute the program around the world, 
Allen said.

During the two-day meeting between FMB 
representatives and commission staff 
members, plans also were made for the two 
agencies to collaborate on more programs 
such as their current co-productions “JOT” 
for children and “Circulo Tres,” the Spanish 
program currently shown in Latin America.

Methods of training foreign missionaries in 
the use of the broadcasting media and the use 
of satellites in spreading Christ’s message to 
the world were also discussed.

Memphis pastor dies 
in Minn, hospital

David Hollaway, 29, pastor of Fairlawn 
Baptist Church in Memphis for nearly five 
years, died recently in Minneapolis, Minn, 
from complications of aplastic anemia. He 
had gone to Minneapolis for a bone marrow 
transplant.

Prior to his tenure at Fairlawn, Hollaway 
led churches in Memphis and Middleton, 
Tenn, and in Eudora, Miss. He had also serv
ed as youth director and staff evengelist for 
Hickory Hills Baptist Church in Memphis.

Funeral services were held at Hickory Hills 
church with Pastor Sidney Waits and Adrian 
Rogers, pastor of Bellevue Baptist Church, 
Memphis, officiating. Burial was in Forest 
Hills East, Memphis.

Hollaway is survived by his wife, Gail; two 
children, Melissa Gail and William Andrew; 
and his mother and father, Mr. and Mrs. Ray
mond R. Hollaway, Somerville.
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BWA expects 12,000 Baptists 
as world congress convenes

TORONTO, Canada — Baptist World 
Alliance officials expect about 12,000 Baptists 
from about 80 nations to converge on Toronto 
as the 14th Baptist World Congress opens July 
8.

“Celebrating Christ’s Presence Through 
the Spirit” will be the theme for the July 8-13 
event that marks the 75th anniversary of the 
Baptut World Alliance, founded in London in 
1905. David Y.K. Wong of Hong Kong, presi- 
ent 1975-80, will preside.
Beginning with group prayer sessions in 

hotels in the early morning, each day will in
clude a period of Bible study, a report on dif
ferent phases of the work Baptists do together 
in their world fellowship, afternoon study and 
discussion periods, and an evening inspira-

Talmadge amendment 
referred to Senate

DALLAS (BP) — U.S. Senate Finance Com
mittee action on the “Talmadge church plan 
amendment” was welcomed as a major vic
tory against a “growing anticlericalism in 
our country” by Darold H. Morgan, president 
of the Southern Baptist Convention’s Annuity 
Board.

However, a recent Internal Revenue Ser
vice ruling that the Annuity Board is not a 
“church, an integrated auxiliary of a church 
or a convention or association of churches” is 
just another example of the anticlericalism’s 
“flood of federal government regulations,” 
Morgan said.

The Talmadge amendment, attached to the 
1974 Employee Retirement Income Security 
Act (ERISA) was “marked up” by the Senate 
Finance Committee on June 12 and will now 
be referred to the Senate floor for further ac
tion. Morgan explained. It is sponsored by 
Sen. Herman Talmadge.

This marks a significant moment,” Morgan 
said. “It is a victory for our attempts to get 
the federal government to understand the 
basic reason for the need to amend the federal 
pension law.”

The law would drastically affect church 
pension plans by Jan. 1, 1983, unless “correc
tive legislation such as the Talmadge amend
ment is passed by Congress,” Morgan con
tinued. The amendment is an addendum to 
the “multiemployer” pension bill S.1076 
which encompasses the objectives of the An
nuity Board and the Church Alliance for 
Clarification of ERISA (composed of 
representatives of 27 mainline religious 
denominations in the U.S.).

Among those who could lose the right to 
continued participation in church retirement 
plans are employees of Southern Baptist 
agencies, hospitals, schools, children’s homes 
and practically all other denominational 
workers outside local church ministries, 
Morgan explained.

In regard to the IRS wanting to place the 
Annuity Board outside the category of church 
auxiliary, Morgan declared the move was a 
violation of church and state for the federal 
government to say we’re not the SBC’s. He 
warned that if the IRS question is not settled 
in the favor of the Annuity Board, “next will 
come the Executive Committee, the founda
tions and the boards (of the SBC).”

Ivan Bennett dies
WASHINGTON (BP) - Retired Maj. Gen. 

Ivan L. Bennett, the last Southern Baptist to 
serve as chief of chaplains for the U.S. Army, 
died June 15.

A native of Regan, N.C., Bennett graduated 
from Wake Forest College in 1916 and was 
first appointed a chaplain in the Army in 1918. 
After being designated chief chaplain of the 
U.S. Army forces in the Far East in 1943 and 
chief chaplain of the U.S. forces in the Pacific 
in 1945, he was named chief of chaplains in 
May 1952. He served in that position until his 
retirement in April 1954.

Following retirement, Bennett served as 
head of the Washington office of the American 
Bible Society.

tional program.
Music will be featured throughout, under 

guidance of William J. Reynolds, who has led 
music at world Baptist meetings since 1958. 
There will be a 500-voice Canadian choir at all 
services, plus some 45 visiting choirs singing 
in the meeting hall and in Toronto’s public 
parks. All choirs will merge on Saturday 
evening for a 3000-voice Great Festival Choir.

Spectacular events during the week include 
a historical pageant, marking the Alliance's 
75th anniversary on Tuesday evening; a 
World Fellowship Celebration alongside Lake 
Ontario on Wednesday afternoon; and the roll 
call of nations and parade of flags on Satur
day evening.

Speakers include Victor San Lone, Burma; 
William A. Jones, USA; Lien Hwa Chow, 
Taiwan; Edwin I. Lopez, Philippines; Samuel 
Ola Akande, Nigeria; Nilson do Amaral 
Fanini, Brazil; David Gomes, Brazil; and Bil
ly Graham, USA.

Alliance committee chairmen and staff 
members will make reports throughout the 
week.

Many business items are scheduled, in
cluding the installation of several staff of
ficers, election of a president and 12 vice- 
presidents, and adoption of a long range plan
ning report and related constitutional 
changes.

Robert S. Denny, the Alliance’s general 
secretary, urged all Baptists to pray for the 
meetings. “Millions will not be able to 
attend.” he said, “but they can and should 
join the congress assembly in meditation on 
the theme and in prayer that God will use 
Baptists everywhere for his glory.”

FMB news office
adds Livingston

RICHMOND, Va. (BP) — Mike Livingston, 
associate editor of Probe magazine at the 
Brotherhood Commission, will become senior 
staff writer for news and information services 
at the Southern Baptist Foreign Mission 
Board in July.

Livingston, who has 
traveled across the 
United States since 
1976 doing articles for 
the pioneer Royal Am
bassadors boys 
magazine, will turn his 
attention to special 
feature and news 
coverage on foreign 
missions.

A journalism 
graduate of Memphis Uvingiton 
State University, Livingston edited and 
published his own magazine before working 
as a newspaper reporter for the Commercial 
Appeal in Memphis. He later taught jour
nalism and was public information officer at 
Northwest Mississippi Junior College, 
Senatobia, Miss. He also has done newspaper 
layout and edited two trade publications.

Born in Crowder, Miss., Livingston grew up 
in Memphis. He is married to the former 
Sheril Chipman of Memphis.

Nashville explosion hits Grenada
ST. GEORGE’S, Grenada — An ‘explosion’ that began in Nashville touched off an 

eruption on the Caribbean island of Grenada in March and tremors are still be felt.
The reaction in Grenada was brought about through the efforts of a volunteer team 

from Nashville’s Woodmont Baptist Church. A six-member team, trained and experienc
ed in Evangelism Explosion, a lay-witnessing program, came to the island in March to 
share Christ with the unsaved and to lead Baptists in Granada in a five-day introductory 
training program in personal witnessing and evangelism.

Charlotte Davis, Southern Baptist missionary to Grenada, reported that the ‘explo
sion’ was felt by many on the island, including 30 people who received Christ that first 
week. But the explosion continues as the Baptists of Grenada apply the witnessing and 
evangelism training they received, she reported.

Even after almost three months, people are accepting Christ, joining Baptist 
churches, and lives are being changed, she said.

The lay people from Woodmont Baptist Church who participated are Mike and Jan 
Bennett, Ed and Becky Fulcher, and Al and Patrice Dietrich.

BRAZILIAN CHOIR TO SING IN TENNESSEE — The choir from North Brazil Baptist 
Theological Seminary, Recife, on its way to and from participation in the Baptist 
World Congress in Toronto, Canada, will sing at First Baptist Church, Knoxville, 
June 29; Crievewood Baptist Church, Nashville, June 30; and First Baptist Church, 
Jackson, July 15.

Religious leaders call for end 
to prayer in schools question

WASHINGTON (BP) - Leaders of 
mainstream Protestant denominations and 
American Judaism mounted a major 
counterattack in the battle over officially 
sponsored prayer in public schools by calling 
on the House of Representatives to resist br
inging the issue to the floor for an up-or-down 
vote.

The more than 30 groups opposing an effort 
by U.S. Rep. Philip M. Crane to force a vote 
on the volatile matter include the Baptist 
Joint Committee on Public Affairs.

Armed with a fresh statement adopted by 
the Southern Baptist Convention at its recent 
annual meeting in St. Louis, Porter W. Routh, 
interim executive director of the Washington
based Baptist agency, joined spokesmen from 
seven other groups at a news conference urg
ing defeat of the Crane-led move.

The fight in the House of Representatives 
has heated up in recent weeks after a massive 
letter-writing campaign was launched by sup-

W.R. Smith dies
W.R. Smith, retired Tennessee and Florida 

Baptist pastor, died earlier this month at the 
University of Tennessee Memorial Research 
Center in Knoxville. He was 73.

At the time of his death, Smith was serving 
as interim pastor of Haley’s Grove Baptist 
Church in Crab Orchard. Before his retire
ment, he was pastor of Yellow Creek Baptist 
Church, Spring City; Grandview Baptist 
Church, Grandview; and Emmanuel Baptist 
Church, Crossville. Earlier in his ministry, he 
started a congregation which became the 
First Baptist Church of North Miami Beach, 
Fla., and a mission which later became the 
Miami Gardens Road Baptist Church.

Funeral services were held at the Grand
view church with Pastor Jack Roddy of
ficiating. Burial was at Mt. Zion Cemetery in 
Cumberland County.

Smith is survived by his wife, Evelyn, 
Grandview; five daughters, six sons; 33 
grandchildren, and two great-grandchildren. 

porters of the Crane measure, primarily pro
minent religious broadcasters.

The U.S. Senate passed a bill in April 1979, 
calling for the removal of the prayer in 
schools issue from the jurisdiction of all 
federal courts, including the Supreme Court. 
Senator Jesse Helms, himself a Southern 
Baptist, led the Senate effort.

Crane then introduced identical language in 
the House. Like Helms, Crane is one of the 
most conservative members of Congress.

In the House, the Judiciary Committee has 
refused to schedule hearings on the proposal. 
Fearing the measure might die. Crane asked- 
members of the House to sign a "discharge 
petition” to circumvent the committee’s inac
tion by bringing the bill to the floor for a yes- 
or-no vote.

The discharge petition device requires that 
a simple majority, or 218, sign to force the 
vote Under severe pressure in recent weeks, 
many members have signed, bringing the 
latest confirmed total to 169. or 49 short of the 
required 218.

Baptists and other religious groups have 
consistently supported the U.S. Supreme 
Court’s 1962 and 1963 decisions banning state- 
sponsored and written school prayers.

Routh, appearing at the news conference 
with seven other leaders from Protestant and 
Jewish communities, said that while Baptists 
have internal differences on many issues. 
Baptist bodies in the United States are in 
“complete agreement” on government- 
sponsored prayer in schools.

Routh cited the 1980 SBC resolution, which 
expressed opposition “to attempts, either by 
law or other means, to circumvent the 
Supreme Court’s decisions forbidding govern
ment authored or sponsored religious exer
cises in public schools." He also cited similar 
SBC statements adopted in 1964 and 1971.

Referring to the Helms/Crane language, 
Routh told reporters, "We feel very strongly 
that the adoption of this legislation would not 
be in the best interests of the First Amend
ment...or of religion itself.”

Golden Gate honors
Baptist missionary

ST. LOUIS — Jerry L. Harris, missionary 
to Barbados, Windward Islands, was honored 
as alumnus of the year at the annual meeting 
of the Golden Gate Seminary Alumni Associa
tion at the Sheraton-St. Louis Hotel here June 
11.

Harris, a Southern Baptist missionary to 
Barbados, Windward Islands, received a pla
que at the luncheon.

L. Arthur Nunn Jr. of Sacramento, Calif., 
was elected president of the association for 
1980-81, and Clyde B. Skidmore of 
Bakersfield, Calif., president-elect.

The association voted to adopt the William 
A. Carleton Chair of Church History as a pro
ject, and approved the selection of one person 
per year as alumnus of the year.
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NEWS ANALYSIS

State paper editorials examine 1980 SBC
By Al Shackleford

As soon as the Baptist and Reflector goes to 
press with our report of the Southern Baptist 
Convention each year I begin looking at the 
mail to see the coverage given by my fellow 
editors of Baptist state papers.

As these come to my desk, I look to see how 
these other papers cover the convention ac
tivities — how long the articles are on certain 
events of the SBC — which subjects are given 
priority in their layouts — and what pictures 
are used.

The biggest difference in Baptist state 
papers’ coverage of the annual conventions 
can be seen in the editorials. I especially like 
to read the opinions of my fellow editors as 
they analyze the meaning of what happened.

Realizing that you also would have an in
terest in what other editors wrote about the 
recent Southern Baptist Convention in St. 
Louis, I will use this page to share excerpts 
from several editorials that appeared last 
week in other Baptist state papers.

These come from seven papers. There is no 
special significance in these seven — they just 
happen to be the only ones I have received at 
the time this is being written.

These seven Baptist state papers and their 
editors are:

— The Alabama Baptist, Hudson Baggett, 
editor.

— Arkansas Baptist News Magazine, 
Everett Sneed, editor.

— Kentucky’s Western Recorder, C.R 
Daley, editor.

— Mississippi’s Baptist Record, Don 
McGregor, editor.

— South Carolina’s Baptist Courier, John 
Roberts, editor.

— Texas’ Baptist Standard, Presnall Wood, 
editor.

— Virginia’s Religious Herald, Julian 
Pentecost, editor.

ATTITUDES
“The spirit of St. Louis was good compared 

to Houston” (Alabama).
“As for the actions of the messengers in St. 

Louis, 1980 was a rerun of 1979 but without the 
open tension and sharp feelings which sur
faced in Houston” (Kentucky).

“Baptists lay claim to a generous portion of 
independence, and at no time is this more ap
parent than when the caravan that is the an
nual convention gets underway” (Mississip
pi.

“The Southern Baptist Convention has reaf
firmed its conservative stand and taken two 
steps to the right. It did this in St. Louis by its 

CIRCULATION THIS ISSUE — 82,543

Alvin C. Shackleford, Editor

baptist
Charlie Warren ■ Bobbie Durham
Associate Editor VlllO Editorial Assistant

Reflector
Eura Lannom, Advertising, Subscriptions

Established 1835
Post Office Box 347, Brentwood, Tenn. 37027 

Phone: (615) 373-2255

Published weekly except New Year's week by the Executive Board of the 
Tennessee Baptist Convention at Brentwood, Tennessee, (Post Office Box 347) 
37027. Subscription prices: $4.00 individual; clubs of ten or more, $3.65, 
church budget, 5.9f per family per week when sent to 50 percent or more of 
church homes. Second class postage paid at Brentwood, Tennessee, and at 
additional mailing office.

Space forbids printing of resolutions and obituaries. Advertising rates on 
request.

Member of Baptist Press (BP) news service of the Southern Baptist Conven
tion.

News-Journal of Tennessee Baptist Convention 
Tom Madden, Executive Secretary-Treasurer

BOARD OF DIRECTORS: Gayle Alexander, chairman; Charles D. Earl, vice- 
chairman; Stanley Brumfield, E. E. Carrier, Paul Clark, William E. Crook, John 
Daley, Fred Kendall II, Howard Kolb, John Laida, Pat Landrum, Roy Miller, 
William Palmer, Donald Pharris, Paul Shell, Jerry Songer, Osta Underwood, 
and Earl Wilson.

choice of a new president and in the adoption 
of strongly worded resolutions” (South 
Carolina).

“Reaction to the actions of the majority of 
messengers reveal the depth of division 
among some Southern Baptists” (Texas).

“The meeting was marked by high hours of 
inspiration...It was no less characterized by 
decisions in business sessions which were 
disturbing...In business sessions there were 
decisions that leave a huge constituency with 
an uncomfortable feeling...The spirit of suspi
cion and distrust was pervasive at St. 
Louis...The dominant voices were not the 
voices of moderation, but extremism” 
(Virginia).

PRESIDENT ROGERS
“President Adrian Rogers was a model of 

graciousness, courtesy, gentleness, and 
fairness in his presiding” (Kentucky).

“Rogers deserves the applause of Southern 
Baptists for the excellence with which he 
presided over the convention. He presided 
with dignity, gentleness, and fairness at all 
times and moved a heavy agenda of business 
as rapidly as possible” (Arkansas).

“Adrian Rogers, who presided with Chris
tian grace and fairness, was right when he 
said in his presidential address, ‘Whatever 
problems Southern Baptists have will be set
tled in a context of love or they will not be set
tled; the Bible is a good sword, but a poor 
club’” (Texas).

“We commend President Adrian Rogers for 
presiding in an exceptionally fair and 
gracious manner. It is a demanding task to 
preside over a large assembly and guide it in 
transacting business, but he did so with 
warmth, competence, and considerateness” 
(Virginia).

“We are proud that Adrian Rogers made a 
good president. We commend him” 
(Alabama).
“Rogers did a masterful job of presiding. He 
exhibited a bit of dry wit at times ; he had an 
attitude of love when it seemed a possibility 
that the convention was about ready to move 
with some other attitude; and he was firm 
when he needed to be to call the assembly to 
order. He tried to be as fair as possible in 
presiding over debate” (Mississippi).

BAILEY SMITH
“We believe he (Smith) will make an ex

cellent president. He has enthusiasm and 
zeal...Though he is an avowed conservative, 
he says he is not big on witch hunts’ and sees 
no need for reform in the SBC, because the 

‘great majority of Southern Baptists believe 
in the inerrant word of God.’ Smith also ex
pressed the wish that his administration 
would be ‘healing’” (Alabama).

“Smith is generally regarded as more 
outspoken and less conciliatory than Rogers. 
He makes it clear that he has no patience with 
anyone who does not agree with him on in
fallibility of the Bible. He thinks the SBC has 
no room for compromise or for liberal 
scholarship. He calls for a renewed emphasis 
on fundamental preaching, moral values, 
social conservatism” (South Carolina).

“The personable Bailey Smith was a domi
nant factor, and between the Pastors’ Con
ference speech on Monday night delivered by 
Smith and his election on Tuesday afternoon, 
he became a symbol to the majority of the 
best of the nominees to strike a stong conser
vative stance. This is interesting in the light 
of the strong conservatism of all six 
nominees” (Texas).

“Smith is well qualified for this position, 
having served as pastor of churches of 
various sizes. Smith has always placed strong 
emphasis on evangelism...(which) should 
provide impetus to the Bold Mission Thrust” 
(Arkansas).

“The welfare of the convention for the next 
two years depends a great deal upon presi
dent Bailey Smith, assuming he will serve two 
terms. He gives assurance he will not use his 
office for a purge of those who do not agree 
exactly with him nor will he ‘stack’ commit
tees he appoints with those representing one 
element of the convention. Some who know 
.him and whose judgment I respect say he will 
keep his word and always be fair. Certainly 
he does represent the thinking and theological 
position of millions of Southern Baptists and 
is a dynamic leader” (Kentucky).

“In a press conference shortly after his 
election, Smith stated he intended to be presi
dent of all Southern Baptists. Our hope is that 
this will prove to be true and to this end we 
will pray for him” (Virginia).

RESOLUTIONS
“Some of the resolutions showed a reaction 

to established patterns and practices” 
(Alabama).

“The most heated debate came over resolu
tions... We believe it is good for Baptists to 
have this opportunity to voice opinions on a 
variety of matters” (Arkansas).

“Several votes refle'cted a convention far
ther to the ‘right’ than in the recent past. Pro
nouncements were made and positions 
adopted that are likely to produce more, not 
less, tension in denominational life...The 
resolution (doctrinal integrity) is another 
step in the direction of attempting to ad- 
minster agencies and institutions from the 
convention floor and is fraught with all man
ner of difficulty” (Virginia).

POLITICAL ACTIVITY
“Does a ‘conservative coalition’ or 

organization really exist? Yes, quite well 
organized and active with a ‘get out the vote’ 
objective” (South Carolina).

“No obvious overt political activity was 
visible like last year” (Kentucky).

“(There was) a lack of activity by 
organized groups” (Arkansas).

“Some Southern Baptists ... interpret the 
success of a political group in an organized 
manner as being a mandate to go and do 
likewise. The success of one political party 
which is well-organized and goal-oriented in
evitably leads to another of the same kind by 
the opposition. A one-party system leads to a 
two-party system. And talk of such an 
organization to counter the Paige Patterson- 
Paul Pressler party was heard often in St. 
Louis. Southern Baptists grabbing for power 
in denominational political parties will spoil 
Southern Baptists. Political parties in the 
Southern Baptist Convention could contribute 
to writing to one of Southern Baptists’ saddest 
chapters” (Texas).

“The most likely observation would seem to 

be that the messengers in any given year 
simply respond to the leadership that is in the 
saddle for that year. If this is so, it would give 
credence to Paige Patterson’s thought that he 
could control the convention by controlling 
the election of the president. Some observers 
are convinced that indeed there is a well- 
orchestrated effort to take over the reins. If 
so, it must be hoped that a definite course of 
action can be continued for witnessing in the 
future; for after all, that is the convention 
business. There is some reason to doubt that 
there will be such a takeover. There are signs 
already of problems in the ranks of those who 
would take over” (Mississippi).

“Wise and experienced observers say we 
are in a new ball game. They say the attacks 
like those now directed toward seminaries 
were made in former times by outsiders, in
stead of insiders. They point out that for two 
years those determined to capture the con
vention presidency and its attendant power to 
ultimately control the governing trustees and 
directors of Baptist agencies and institutions 
have out-thought, out-planned, and out-voted 
the other messengers and boldly assert they 
will continue their efforts until they succeed 
in their objectives... There is another view 
which has some validity. This is that these 
critics are struggling for power to dominate 
the denomination and are only using the doc
trinal issue as a camouflage” (Kentucky).

ANTI-ESTABLISHMENT
“The resolution on doctrinal integrity ... 

clearly reveals there are a great many people 
who are less than satisfied with, and even 
hostile toward, our SBC seminaries, agencies, 
and institutions” (Virginia).

“Are these conservatives so anti
establishment that they feel they have to win 
at all costs the issues in which they are in
terested? The establishment, if there is an 
element that can be so labeled, was created 
by vote of the convention and is controlled by 
the convention. The denominational workers 
and their supporters are at work simply car
rying out the mandates of earlier conven
tions” (Mississippi).

“What happened in St. Louis conveyed an 
anti-establishment spirit. This kind of spirit is 
common in Baptist conventions. For exam
ple, the large vote for Bailey Smith as presi
dent reflected this attitude. Men like James 
Pleitz and Frank Pollard are identified more 
with denominational hierarchy in the minds 
of many people... Likewise, appointees for 
convention committees by president Rogers 
reflected an effort to add some new names 
and faces” (Alabama).

“The impact will be felt through the types 
of administrators and teachers employed in 
the seminaries and in what is taught the 
students. It will be felt in the curriculum 
materials and books published by the Sunday 
School Board. This influence will eventually 
reach every pulpit, every Sunday School 
classroom, and every program in ^the 
churches” (South Carolina).

“Southern Baptists have always been 
theologically conservative but now are also 
caught up in the current national conser
vative mood in all realms. This is an era of 
reaction to religious as well as political 
establishments. Things are not going as well 
as they once did, and there is a tendency to 
blame someone. Leadership is usually the 
first to be blamed. Denominational agencies 
and institutions are regarded as sources of 
our leadership, and they bear the brunt of 
criticism. Most of those raising doubts about 
doctrinal integrity of Baptist seminaries and 
other agencies are persons of utter sincerity 
and good will. They believe they have the 
welfare of Southern Baptists in mind ... Those 
under attack are also persons of utter sinceri
ty and good will. They believe the Bible, teach 
it, and live by it. They also love the denomina
tion and cannot but be hurt by what they 
regard as false charges ... Persons of good 
will and sincerity who think each other is the 
source of the trouble can drift further and fur
ther apart and ultimately can destroy what 
both prize and love” (Kentucky).
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Letters on any religion-related subject are welcomed. Letters of over 300 words 
will not be used. Other letters may be shortened at the discretion of the editor. 
No unsigned letters will be printed, but writer’s name will be withheld for 
sufficient reason. Letters must contain complete address.

Death overemphasized
Dear editor:

Ordinarily, I am not a complaining person. 
However, the lessons for senior adults (Life 
and Work Series) from June 8 through June 29 
are not my favorite lessons of all time.

One lesson concerning death wasn’t bad; 
two, I managed to cope with; but FOUR — 
there’s simply no use in “beating a dead 
horse” (no pun intended).

I share with two other members the 
teaching of our oldest classes. Most of us have 
been together in the TEL Class for many 
years, and we enjoy studying God’s Word and 
fellowshipping with one another. Everyone 
takes part in the discussion, with personal ex
periences playing an important part.

We are quite familiar with death, having 
lost loved ones and friends along the way, one

★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★

♦ Citizen’s Corner *-k jf-
By Jerry M. Self

Public affairs and Christian life 
consultant ji.

The Family Protection Act has received a 
great deal of attention, particularly during 
the White House Conference on Families ses
sions. This bill before our national congress 
promises to be all things for all families. 
Some of it is worthwhile; but some of the bill, 
as is true of many 
complex issues, is not 
as good.

The pluses included 
repeal of the “mar
riage penalty” on in
come taxes. Currently 
if both husband and 
wife work, they pay 
more tax than they 
would if both were 
single. The Family 
Protection Act would Self
also allow for an IRA savings account for an 
unemployed homemaker and provides for a 
similar arrangement for dependent parents 
or handicapped members of the family.

Of lesser value are the provisions in the act 
which would repeal most of the elementary 
and secondary education titles. In place of 
them, Congress would give the states no- 
strings-attached bloc grants to be used by the 
state school boards as they choose. Parent
run schools would be given automatic tax
exemptions and automatic federal accredita
tion.

Generally there is an inconsistency in the 
act which requires strong federal penalties 
when schools are not run the “right way, but 
legislates the federal government out of 
schools and communities when federal in
tervention would be “out of place.” For in
stance, money could be withheld from states 
that do not support voluntary prayer, but 
courts would be prohibited from hearing a 
case on first amendment abuses that had to 
do with matters of prayer.

These are but examples from a wide- 
ranging piece of legislation. Ask your senator 
or representative for a copy of S.1808 or 
H.R.6028 and read it for yourself.

Pastors' school awards 
diplomas to 9 students

KOUDOUGOU, Upper Volta - The Baptist 
Rural Training Centre, Koudougou, Upper 
Volta, graduated nine students this spring in 
its first graduation ceremony. Diplomas were 
awarded in Biblical studies and vocational 
training, designed to equip students for ser
vice in their village churches as pastors or lay 
leaders. Southern Baptist missionary John A. 
Gray is director of the school.

by one. I disagree with this new trend of hav
ing seminars, discussion groups, etc. on this 
subject. We know full well it is in our future, 
and we will meet it when it comes — com
pletely aware it is not the end — but meet it, 
we must.

Since we, due to the natural order of things, 
are nearer to the end of life’s span, it is 
disconcerting, even depressing, to begin a 
beautiful June Sabbath with the subject for an 
entire month.

So, to those who plan the lessons, will you 
please give your kind consideration to the 
above thoughts?

Mrs. Nell Kersnowski 
1726 Virginia Ave.

Kingsport, TN

The lessons on death were part of a series 
called "Life’s Common Ventures,” designed 
to deal with Biblical teachings on experiences 
all human beings share. A spokesman for the 
Baptist Sunday School Board explained that 
all adults 18 years old and up follow the same 
curriculum framework. One reason for that, 
he said, is that thousands of churches still 
have only two adult classes — one for all adult 
women and one for all adult men. Dividing 
curriculum into more specific age groups for 
adults, he said, also would be more time con
suming and would require additional staff at 
the Sunday School Board, (editor)

Need Alaskan oil
Dear editor:

Starvation, bankruptcy, suicide, murder, 
robbery, and trauma, trauma, trauma will 
soon be ours.

The Russians sooner or later are going to 
take the oil and gas of the Middle East and the 
diamonds of South Africa.

We are not in position to stand on our own 
resources as a nation. We do not have the oil 
and gas available to exist in our present 
lifestyle.

The Russians do not want to go to war. They 
mean to take the wealth of the world without 
firing a single shot.

We have gas and oil in Alaska and offshores 
to run us for a hundred years, but we are not 
allowed to drill for it because of the en
vironmentalists and wild life reservations.

We must ask our churches, our governors, 
our mayors, and all individuals to write to our 
president and our Congress to pass a law 
allowing us to go after this oil. I called Presi
dent Carter’s personal secretary, and she 
said to address all letters and petitions to his 
personal secretary and she will see that he 
gives it his personal attention.

Gasahol, nuclear energy, solar energy, and 
wind power are good, but they are too far in 
the future to benefit us now. We must act now, 
before it is too late.

I have talked to many people. They all 
agree that we are in trouble.

A.B. Pierce
301 28th Ave. North, Apt. 1407 

Nashville, TN 37203

Retirement plans made 
by Lawrence Co. pastor

Sam DePaul, pastor of Leoma Baptist 
Church in Lawrence County for the past five 
years, has announced his retirement effective 
June 29. DePaul plans to reside in McDonald, 
near Chattanooga, where he will do supply, 
interim, and revival work.

In the ministry for 23 years, DePaul led 
Ridgecrest, Bartlebaugh, and Serena Chapel 
Baptist Churches, all in the Chattanooga 
area. He was active in the work of Hamilton 
County Baptist Associaton and was elected 
moderator for Lawrence County Association 
during his tenure at Leoma.

Baptist pioneer 
dies in Egypt

CAIRO, Egypt (BP) - Seddik W. Girgis, 
founder of Baptist work in Egypt and the only 
president of the Egyptian Baptist Convention, 
died June 11 in Cairo.

Girgis, known for some time as the only 
Baptist worker in the entire nation of Egypt, 
was the subject of “Echo,” a documentary 
produced by the Southern Baptist Radio and 
Television Commission as part of the com
mission’s 1966 “Answer” series.

Girgis first contacted the Southern Baptist 
Foreign Mission Board in 1954 to set up 
cooperative efforts between the two Baptist 
groups. From that time on, missionary 
representatives have been working with 
Girgis and the Baptist churches in Egypt, 
although no Southern Baptist missionaries 
are stationed there. The Egyptian Baptist 
Convention was organized in the late ‘60s.

Born in Sennoris, Egypt, Girgis graduated 
from Southwestern Baptist Theological 
Seminary and Texas Christian University, 
both in Fort Worth, in 1931 with masters 
degrees. He served several Texas churches 
while studying in the States. At the time of his 
death, he was pastor of Shubra Baptist 
Church, Cairo.

Southwestern elects 
new vice-president

ST. LOUIS (BP) — Lawrence R. Klemp- 
nauer of Fort Worth was elected vice
president for student affairs at Southwestern 
Baptist Theological Seminary in Fort Worth, 
Texas, effective August 15.

Klempnauer currently serves as minister of 
education and admin
istration for the Travis 
Avenue Baptist 
Church in Fort Worth. 
His election culmin
ated a two-year search 
by seminary trustees 
and administration.

In his new position, 
Klempnauer will serve 
as chief administra 
tive officer for all 
areas of student af
fairs, including financial aid, place
ment, student activities, student services, 
research, program planning, budget control, 
student orientation, and counseling. He also 
will be responsible for the seminary chaplain, 
dean of men and dean of women.

Klempnauer has served during the 1979-80 
academic year as an adjunct instructor in 
religious education at Southwestern.

Prior to assuming his present post, he was 
minister of education for the Second-Ponce de 
Leon Baptist Church in Atlanta, Ga. He also 
served in a similar capacity for the Sagamore 
Hills Baptist Church in Fort Worth.

Klempnauer has been active in denomina
tional affairs on all levels. He recently com
pleted a term as president of the Southern 
Baptist Religious Education Association.

A native of Kansas, Klempnauer is a 
graduate of Kansas University and 
Southwestern seminary.

Bergen, Williams 
get seminary honors

Two Tennesseans were among 113 students 
receiving degrees from Midwestern Baptist 
Theological Seminary in commencement ex
ercises there recently.

Harold Bergen, Nashville, earned the doc
tor of ministry degree; and William Williams, 
Brownsville, received the master of divinity 
degree. Bergen serves as consultant in the 
family ministry department of the Baptist 
Sunday School Board and is a member of Bel
mont Heights Baptist Church.

Williams, a graduate of Union University in 
Jackson, served as pastor of First Baptist 
Church in Jameson, Mo. while attending 
seminary.

Seminary president Milton Ferguson con
ferred the degrees. It was the largest 
graduating class in the seminary’s history. 
The campus is located in Kansas City, Mo.
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A BY TOM MADDEN A 
Q TBC executive secretary V

A missionary friend shared with me a con
versation he had with a citizen in the country 
in which he was serving. During the discus
sion, the national Christian asked the mis
sionary, “You have asked me many questions 
about my beliefs, some of them difficult. Let 
me ask you, ‘Are the 
Christians in your 
country men and 
women of burning 
hearts?”’ Obviously 
he was referring to the 
experience of Cleopas 
and his companions as 
they walked the Em
maus Road on the day 
of Christ’s resurrec
tion.

There are several Madden 
obvious reasons why their “hearts burned 
within us while He was speaking to us on the 
road, while He was explaining the scripture to 
us.” (Luke 24:32)

They were deeply concerned. The topic of 
their conversation was the crucifixion and 
burial Of Jesus.

They studied the Scripture with the Lord. 
“And beginning with Moses and with all the 
prophets, He explained with them the things 
concerning Himself on all the Scriptures” 
(Luke 24:27).

Then there was the beautiful fellowship and 
prayer with Christ in their home.

All of these experiences, and more, glowe'd 
into action. Out of their burning hearts they 
shared the glorious message, “The Lord is 
risen indeed and hath appeared unto us.”

I am further strengthened when I recognize 
the Christ of the Emmaus Road is the Christ 
of every road.•»

Three given awards 
by Southern alumni

ST. LOUIS — More than 1,000 alumni of the 
Southern Baptist Convention’s oldest 
seminary honored three of their colleagues 
with "Alumni of the Year" awards at their 
annual luncheon during the Southern Baptist 
Convention.

Receiving awards were C.R. Daley of Mid
dletown, editor of Western Recorder. Ken
tucky state Bapstist paper; Sara Ann Hobbs 
of Raleigh, director of missions. North 
Carolina Baptist Convention; and Dotson 
Nelson, pastor of Mountain Brook Baptist 
Church, Birmingham, Ala.

Altus Newell, pastor of St. Matthews Bap
tist Church. Louisville, Ky., and first vice 
president of the Kentucky Baptist Conven
tion, was chosen national president-elect of 
the alumni association. Newell will succeed 
R. Gene Puckett, executive director of 
Americans United, next June.

Wesley M. Pattillo, vice-president for 
development at the seminary, was reelected 
national secretary of the association.

Ex-Tennessean joins 
New Orleans faculty

NEW ORLEANS (BP) - Robert Hamblin, 
pastor of the Harrisburg Baptist Church of 
Tupelo, Miss., since 1958, has been elected as 
associate professor of evengelism at New 
Orleans Baptist Theological Seminary, effec
tive Aug. 1.

A native of Hamilton, Ohio, Hamblin earn
ed his bachelor’s degree from Union Universi
ty, Jackson, and his bachelor of divinity, doc
tor of theology and doctor of philosophy 
degrees from Southwestern Baptist 
Theological Seminary. He has also done doc
toral work with the Cobb Institute of Ar
chaeology, and Mississippi State University.

Hamblin has been pastor of churches in 
Ripley, Covington, and Memphis, and 
Garner, Texas.
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Cauthens return to China; 
encounter 'post, present1

By Martha Skelton
RICHMOND, Va. (BP) - Returning after a 

31-year absence to the country of her birth 
and their joint missionary service, Baker J. 
and Eloise Cauthen experienced a vivid, un
forgettable encounter with both past and pre
sent.

Cauthen, former executive director of the 
Southern Baptist Foreign Mission Board, and 
his wife, Eloise, celebrated their 46th wedding 
anniversary in Kweilin, their home for 
several years when they were missionaries. 
They also visited Peking, where they had liv
ed during language study in the 1930s, the 
Great Wall of China north of Peking, Canton, 
and Changsha.

They worshiped in the open church of Can
ton and visited sites of former Baptist work in 
China — hospitals, children’s homes, and 
schools. Some facilities now operate under 
government auspices. Other buildings have 
been diverted to business or residential use. 
The Cauthens and Missionary Mildred 
Lovegren, also on their tour, were able to see 
Christian friends from years past.

The Cauthens expressed encouragement at 
developments in China in improving living 
conditions for the people and in liberalizing of 
open religious practices.

People in both Chinas — the People’s 
Republic and Taiwan — have now had several 
decades of stabilizing government and 
economy.

“We rejoice to see a period of relative peace 
and national unity,” said Cauthen, who noted 
that the Mainland Chinese have suffered 
through warlordism, the Japanese invasion, 
runaway inflation, a civil war, and the 
Cultural Revolution just since the turn of the 
century.

“The China we knew (1939-49) was a land in

Tom Brannon named
Texas PR director

DALLAS (BP) — Thomas J. Brannon, 
director of public relations for the South 
Carolina Baptist Convention for 15 years, has 
been elected director of public relations for 
the Texas Baptist Executive Board, effective 
Sept. 1.

Brannon will direct the 12-member public 
relations staff of the 2.2-million-member Bap
tist General Convention of Texas. He suc
ceeds Richard T. McCartney who was named 
editor of the Oklahoma Baptist Messenger 
and director of public relations for the Baptist 
General Convention of Oklahoma.

Under Brannon’s coordination are news/in- 
formation, graphic arts, audio-visual, and 
technical services for the Texas convention. 
Brannon will be chief of the Dallas bureau of 
Baptist Press, news service of the Southern 
Baptist Convention.

Brannon will be a member of the 
11-member administrative staff of the Baptist 
General Convention of Texas Executive 
Board.

More than 4,000 churches and missions are 
affiliated with the Baptist General Conven
tion of Texas, which owns and operates 23 col
leges and universities, hospitals, children’s 
homes, and homes for the aging. Its 1980 
Cooperative Program budget is $34.6-million.

A native of Greer, S.C., Brannon is a 
graduate of North Greenville S.C. College, 
and has attended Southeastern Baptist 
Theological Seminary, Wake Forest, N.C.

A former director of public relations for 
South Carolina state trade schools, he is a fre
quent speaker and workshop leader on all 
facets of religious public relations/com- 
munications work and is a regular con
tributor to many denominational publica
tions.

In May, Brannon was elected president of 
the Religious Public Relations Council, the in
terfaith professional organization of religious 
communicators from the United States, 
Canada, and several other countries.

great sorrow and tribulation. Now we see peo
ple at work, inflation halted. Taiwan has also 
had a period of peace and stability and a 
strong economic resurgence,” Cauthen noted.

He compared the people of China to a horse 
on a long rope staked out to graze — free 
within definite limits.

Through public worship in Peking and Can
ton and in visits with Christian friends, the 
Cauthens were able to observe firsthand the 
unfolding of officially authorized worship 
within the country. While they did not visit or 
see any of the network of unsanctioned house 
churches, these units of worship are “quite 
extensive,” Cauthen stated after talking to 
others in positions to know.

The open churches are a part of the Three 
Self Movement, a government committee 
which works as a liaison with the Religious 
Affairs Bureau. Pastors are selected and paid 
by the government. The name of the move
ment refers to a three-pronged effort to con
tain and control Protestant Christianity in 
China — self-government, self-support, and 
self-propagation.

In Canton, Matthew Tang is one of four 
preachers at Tung Shan (East Mountain) 
Baptist Church. Up to 1,900 persons have been 
in their services, held jointly by former Pro
testants.

Both Cauthens rejoiced with Tang in his 
present capacity as a preacher in Canton. 
Tang was pastor of the Kweilin Baptist 
Church while the Cauthens were there as mis
sionaries. “He is a man in whom I have great 
confidence,” Cauthen said.

In Kweilin, descendants of Chinese Chris
tians they knew met and talked with the 
Cauthens and Miss Lovegren. Young adults 
are flocking to the open services, according to 
the Cauthens.

The Cauthens enjoyed opportunities to 
share personal statements of faith and to 
share Scripture. “We didn’t take extra Scrip
tures because we wanted to be cautious and 
helpful, not hurtful,” Cauthen commented.

But he did give a copy of Good News for 
Modern Man to one pastor and asked if it 
should be wrapped. The man felt safe in car
rying the Bible out in the open.

At another stop in the trip Cauthen and 
another tour member, Robert S. Denny,

Financial success 
said not 'evil'

MARION, Ill. (BP) — Two vice-presidents 
of Days Inn of America, Inc., told Baptist pro
fessionals there’s nothing “evil” about the 
material universe.

D. Perry Ginn and Bobby G. Dollar are or
dained Baptist ministers who have also had 
successful business careers. They said at 
seminars in Marion and Urbana, Ill., that 
wealth illgotten is a sin, not wealth itself.

Ginn said sometimes people heap guilt on 
those who are successful, and that some 
ministers even feel guilty about accepting a 
salary for their services. “It’s right for man 
to have things and use them; it’s not right for 
things to have the man,” he explained. “In 
the final analysis, what counts is how wealth 
is used. To do nothing with wealth is wicked, 
as Jesus told in the parable of the talents.”

Dollar cited the late Cecil Day as an exam
ple of how a dedicated Christian can be suc
cessful and also a good steward. “When Cecil 
Day finished college, he had exactly $36 in the 
bank,” he said. “By the time he was 26, he 
was worth $l-million. He started Days Inn, 
Inc. in 1970, and at his death in 1978, he was 
worth $70-million.”

Dollar said that Day left half of his estate to 
Christian work, and that a tithe of all Days 
Inn profits are given to good causes.

Dollar said though you can’t take it with 
you, it can beat you there. “What you do is 
convert wealth into treasures that can get into 
heaven, and send it on ahead,” he said.

A RETURN TO CHINA — Mr. and Mrs. Baker J. Cauthen pause at the Chinese 
border in front of a sign which reads, "Long live the People's Republic of China." 
Mrs. Cauthen was born in China and both served as missionaries there 31 years
ago.

general secretary for the Baptist World 
Alliance, Washington, D.C., shared in a 
discussion of the Gospel of John on a hotel 
veranda. After a young Chinese man asked if 
they were Christians, he pulled out his own 
copy of the Gospel.

While western Christians cannot directly 
support their Chinese brethren with funds or

Grand Canyon retires coach 
after championship drive

By Leonard Hill
NASHVILLE (BP) - The Grand Canyon 

baseball team that missed the 1979 NAIA 
Baseball World Series, stole the show in 1980, 
and won the national championship.

For coach Dave Brazell, however, the 
sweet aroma of victory had a bitter after
taste when school officials announced after 
the final come-from-behind victory that he 
would no longer be coach of the Antelopes.

The Grand Canyon team, rated the number 
one NAIA team in the nation last year, was 
forced to sit out the 1979 national playoffs 
after a wire service picture appeared in 
newspapers across the country showing 
players pouring champagne over one another 
after winning the Area 2 title in their home ci
ty, Phoenix.

President Bill R. Williams of the Arizona
Baptist Convention-owned college withdrew 
the team from further competition for 
violating the school’s ban against the posses
sion of alcoholic beverages on campus.

Following last year’s champagne incident, 
Brazell’s role as athletic director was assum
ed by Bill Estes who was named athletic ad
ministrator this year, on the day the 
Antelopes returned to Phoenix. Estes releas
ed a statement indicating that a letter of 
resignation submitted by Brazell last 
December had been unanimously accepted by 
the school’s board of trustees during their 
March meeting, with the understanding no 
announcement would be made until after the 
baseball season.

The announcement also indicated Brazell, 
who has a doctorate, will continue as head of 
the department of health and physical educa
tion. School officials also indicated that Mrs. 
Brazell, who also has a doctor’s degree, would 
continue teaching at the college.

Brazell told his players and reporters that 
his retirement was not voluntary. “They 
(Grand Canyon administrators) wanted me 
to step down. I told them I wanted to continue 
...I am not retiring. They are retiring me,” he 
said.

With all the turmoil, and with many players 
threatening to transfer, many wondered if 
Brazell would even be able to field a team this 
year. But tempers cooled, and the low-keyed 
coach, who’d been at Grand Canyon since the 
college started 20 years ago, gathered his 
players as school began last fall and told them 
to forget the past and to set new goals.

One goal was a national championship.
Few thought the Antelopes had any hope for 

success. The team was missing four of the 

missionaries, they are not without important 
avenues of support.

“We can send our love. Nothing can keep 
that out,” Cauthen said, and “we can walk by 
faith and trust in God, pray, love our Chinese 
friends, have confidence in them, and wish 
that if we were in their circumstances, we 
could do as well.” 

five starting pitchers from the 1979 team, 
along with three others who graduated. And 
there was the problem of deciding what to do 
about an infielder who had been a disruptive 
influence the year before.

“I really didn’t want the boy back on the 
team,” Brazell confided. “His moodiness and 
temper had a disruptive effect on his team
mates, and on one occasion I’d even had to 
suspend him a week for a minor infraction. 
But he called me up before school began last 
fall and asked to be given another chance.”

Brazell gives God credit for what happened 
after that. So does the player in question, 
senior third baseman Brian Anderson. Last 
fall Anderson made a commitment to Christ, 
and his life changed dramatically.

Instead of disrupter and spoiler, he became 
a team leader, scoring the winning run in the 
tenth inning of the final tournament game, 
and winning the coveted Berry Hustle Award.

Influencing Anderson’s turnaround was the 
battle a teammate was waging, a battle much 
bigger than the drive for the national cham
pionship. Pitcher Jeff Fiechtner was fighting 
just to stay alive after the discovery of cancer 
during a routine physical examination in the 
fall of 1979. YjM

The 6-2, 215-pounder, who got credit for 
Grand Canyon’s fourth win in the tourna
ment, was forced to skip last season and 
return home for medical treatment. After 
three operations and the loss of 40 pounds, 
Fiechtner is winning both off the field as well 
as on, thanks to continuing chemotherapy.

His treatments — during which chemicals 
are flushed through is system 24-hours a day 
for three or four days at a time every three 
weeks — are scheduled to end in September. 
He skipped his last scheduled chemotherapy 
session because “I always feel bad for a few 
days after the treatments and there was no 
way I was going to be too sick to pitch in this 
tournament.”

Last year, while Fiechtner was back in his 
home in Fargo, N.D., not a game went by 
without his teammates mentioning him by 
name in their pre-game prayer. “Those 
prayer petitions didn’t go unnoticed by Ander
son, who was a close friend of Feichtner’s,” 
said Brazell, “and the prayers had an effect 
on others on the team, too.”

At a midnight steak supper, as tired players 
and fans celebrated with plenty of milk, Pep
si, and coffee, Brazell’s speech was short and 
to the point. He told his players, “You are 
champions. Never forget it. And never forget 
to thank God for His help.”
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Our People and Our Churches . . .
PEOPLE...

Southside Baptist Church, Mt. Pleasant, or
dained Billy Ray Cothran and Roland F. Lind
sey Jr. as deacons recently. Jim Wright is 
pastor'bf the church.

Raymond Hollaway, director of missions 
for Fayette Association, preached the ordina
tion sermon for deacons Charles M. Byars 
and Lee V. James, earlier this month. The 
two men were ordained in services at 
Williston Baptist Church, Williston. Jess 
Jackson is pastor.

Deacon ordination services were held at Ole 
Bethel Baptist Church in Doyle recently. Or
dained were Bobby Prater, Rick Qualls, and 
Ronnie Gunter. Ken Ellis, pastor of Admant 
Baptist Church, Pennington Gap, Va., 
delivered the ordination message. Boyd M. 
Roberts is pastor.

A 50th wedding anniversary reception was 
scheduled to be held June 21 for Billie and 
Ralph Yeargan in Chattanooga. The couple 
are members of Red Bank Baptist Church in 
that city. Fred Steelman is their pastor.

Jim Thomason, a native of Jackson and 
graduate of Union University, is serving as 
mission pastor for Faith Baptist Chapel in 
Danville, Pa. He assumed his duties there 
earlier this month under the sponsorship of 
the Home Mission Board and West Jackson 
Baptist Church, Jackson. Thomason has been 
on the staff at Quachita Baptist University, 
Arkadelphia, Ark. He also holds a degree 
from Southern Baptist Theological Seminary.

Harry D. McNeely, chairman of the board 
of trustees at Carson-Newman College, Jef
ferson City, was the recipient of the first 
distinguished service award, presented 
earlier this month by the Tennessee Indepen
dent Colleges Fund. McNeely, who retired 
last year as executive vice-president of 
Eastman Kodak, was given the honor for his 
outstanding contribution to private higher 
education. Cordell Maddox, president at C-N, 
presented the award.

A reception was held at Eastwood Baptist 
Church, Ooltewah, in honor of Mr. and Mrs. 
Luther E. Hunt’s 50th wedding anniversary. 
Members and friends of the church donated 
$1,441.00 to the church building fund in honor 
of the couple. F. Ray Walker is pastor.

Willingham Baptist Church, Beulah 
Association, ordained Charles Callens to the 
gospel ministry recently. David Mitchell is 
pastor.

Park Avenue Baptist Church, Memphis, or
dained Charles Mays to the gospel ministry 
earlier this month. Mays is serving as pastor 
of a church in Arkansas. Bill Belva is pastor 
of the Memphis congregation.

Smyrna Baptist Church, Polk County,

Pete Mullins named 
to Athens pastorate

Members of East Athens Baptist Church in 
Athens called Pete Mullins as their new 
pastor. The McMinnville native will be on the 
new field of service July 6.

Mullins comes from the pastorate of First 
Baptist Church in Byrdstown where he has 
served since 1974. Prior to that, he was pastor 
of Providence Baptist Church in McMinnville 
and First Baptist Church in Campaign. He 
was associational Sunday School director in 
Central Association and was youth and 
stewardship director for Riverside Associa
tion. Additionally, he was elected moderator 
and vice-moderator for Baptists in that 
association.

Mullins holds a B.S. degree from Middle 
Tennessee State University in Murfreesboro.

J. Burch Cooper has led the East Athens 
congregation as interim pastor.

honored Leota Rice for service as treasurer of 
the church for over 15 years. Jason Faile is in
terim pastor.

Mr. and Mrs. Sam Parton was honored by 
members of Oak Street Baptist Church in Sod- 
dy on the occasion of their 70th wedding an
niversary.

REVIVALS...
First Baptist Church in McKenzie held 

revival services recently which resulted in 
four additions to the church family by profes
sion of faith and three additions by letter. 
There were also several rededications. 
Pastor John D. Adams served as evangelist, 
and Ken Alexander, minister of music, direc
tor the singing.

Billie Friel, pastor of First Baptist Church, 
Mt. Juliet, led revival services for Mt. Olive 
Baptist Church in Knoxville. Twenty-seven 
persons joined the church by baptism and let
ters; and there were numerous other deci
sions. Kenneth Hubbard is pastor.

Revival services at Shawanee Baptist 
Church, Shawanee, resulted in 10 additions by 
baptism, one addition by letter, and several 
rededications. Gary Parker, pastor of Clinch 
River Baptist Church, Clinton Association, 
was the evangelist. George DeLozier is 
pastor.

Two Union University students, Mary 
Culpepper and Billy Ray Dungy, led youth 
revival services at Orlinda Baptist Church, 
Orlinda. There were eight professions of faith 
and one rededication during the services. Joe 
Evans is pastor.

First Baptist Church of Jasper conducted 
revival services which resulted in 32 profes
sions of faith coming for baptism, and three 
additions by letter. There were also 56 recom
mitments or new commitments, according to 
Pastor Billy Ellison. Evangelist for the ser
vices was Bob Stitts, pastor of Bayside Bap
tist Church in Harrison. Eddie Dobelstein, 
minister of music at the Jasper church, 
directed the music.

In Clarksville, Hilldale Baptist Church held 
a special week-end revival for the deaf earlier 
this month. Evangelist for the revival was 
Jack Whisenant of Morgantown, N.C. Whise
nant is a Sunday School teacher for the deaf, a 
deacon, a preacher to the deaf at First Baptist

NEW BUILDING FOR BEULAH BAPTISTS — Baptists in Beulah Association will 
dedicate a new associational center in Union City Sunday. Robert Armour serves 
as director of missions for the association.

Beulah Association to dedicate building
The 38 Baptist churches of Beulah Associa

tion will dedicate an associational mission 
center on Sunday, June 29, according to direc
tor of missions Bob Armour.

Tom Madden, executive secretary
treasurer of the Tennessee Baptist Conven
tion, is scheduled to bring the dedication 
message.

Containing 3,200 sq. ft., the new building 
houses a director’s office, secretary’s office,

Church in Morgantown. Verlon W. Moore is 
pastor in Clarksville.

In revival services at Second Baptist 
Church, Union City, there were 31 professions 
of faith. The church baptized 27 and received 
three by letter and by statement. Jesse 
Hendley, Atlanta, Ga., was the guest 
evangelist. Noel A. Edwards is pastor. Four 
young men surrendered for vocational ser
vice, Edwards said.

Fate Wilson. Sparta, led revival services 
for Benton Station Baptist Church in Benton 
recently. There were seven for baptism and 
six additions by letter. John J. Smith is 
pastor.

Miracle Baptist Church, LaVergne, con
ducted a lay renewal week-end with Ben Ed
monson, Gallatin, serving as general coor
dinator. Pastor Carl L. Scarlett reported 
several decisions.

There were two additions to Harsh Chapel 
Baptist Church, Nashville, during a revival 
recently. Arlie Spalding was the guest 
evangelist, and Robert Holt directed the 
music. Robert LeMay is pastor.

Park Avenue Baptist Church, Memphis, 
reported 15 additions following its recent 
revival. There were 11 baptisms and four ad
ditions by letter. Bob Kendig and Edsel Bone 
led the revival.

Pleasant Grove Baptist Church, William 
Carey Association, held revival service which 
resulted in three professions of faith and two 
additions by baptism. Gerome Hillard is 
pastor.

During youth revival service at First Bap
tist Church in Petersburg, there were three 
additions by letter and two by baptism. Carl 
Bond. El Bethel Baptist Church, Shelbyville, 
was the evangelist. Aubrey Knois is pastor.

In Dyer Association, Gates Baptist Church 
was led in revival by Jerry Welch. There were 
two dedications. Dave Brandon led the sing
ing for the services. Roy Stinson is pastor.

After an evangelistic campaign which in
cluded a lay witness renewal, spring revival, 
and Vacation Bible School, members of 
Allardt First Baptist Church in Jamestown 
reported 31 professions of faith and 20 bap
tisms. Jack Coggins is pastor.

lobby, work room, conference room, kitchen, 
library, and assembly room. Allen Searcy, 
Union City, was general contractor.

The building committee was composed of 
Otis Hinton, Noel Edwards, James Kinsey, 
Chester Thomas, and Jim Holloway. Jim 
Holloway, Harold Brundige, C.K. Hardin, 
Doyle Larry, Jim Hicks, and Damon Morris 
were trustees.

Ramer chosen head
of Ripley hospital

MEMPHIS — Trustees of Baptist Memorial 
Hospital, Memphis, have named James E. 
Ramer as administrator of Lauderdale Coun
ty Hospital, Ripley, effective July 1.

The county-owned hospital in Ripley has 
been leased by the Memphis hospital and will 
be operated by the 
Baptist hospital’s 
trustees through a 
separate non-profit 
corporation. A 
feasibility study is now 
underway to consider 
construction of a new 
Baptist hospital in 
Ripley which would 
replace the county 
hospital.

Ramer, who has 
served on the administrative staff of Baptist 
Memorial Hospital, Memphis, since 1977, is a 
native of Jackson. He is a graduate of Lam- 
buth College, Jackson, and received his 
master of health administration degree from 
Washington University, St. Louis, Mo.

Haven Lowe returns 
to Johnson City

Former Tennessee director of missions and 
pastor Haven Lowe, is returning to the 
Volunteer State next month to assume the 
pastorate of Grace Baptist Church in Johnson 
City. He is coming from the Cherokee Baptist 
Church in Cherokee, N.C.

Lowe spent several years in Tennessee ser
ving as director of missions for the East Ten
nessee Baptist Association and as pastor of 
several churches in east Tennessee. Addi
tionally, he was a member of the committee' 
on boards for the Tennessee Baptist Conven
tion and a trustee for the Tennessee Baptist 
Children’s Homes.

In North Carolina, he has been a member of 
the Baptist State Convention General Board 
and a state member of the evangelism com
mittee.

He is a graduate of Carson-Newman Col
lege in Jefferson City and Southeastern Bap
tist Theological Seminary. Wake Forest. N.C. 
He did additional study at East Tennessee 
State University in Johnson City. Southern 
Baptist Theological Seminary, Louisville, 
and Western Carolina University, Cherokee, 
N.C.

Sorrels leaves Eku; 
flown to Dallas, Tex.

RICHMOND. Va. (BP) - Robert W. Sor
rels, Southern Baptist Mission Service Corps 
volunteer paralyzed following an automobile 
accident in Nigeria in mid-April, was flown to 
the United States June 6.

He entered Baylor University Medical 
Center, Dallas, Tex., where he was to undergo 
diagnostic tests and X-rays beginning June 9, 
said John R. Mills, who visited Sorrels two 
days after his arrival in Dallas.

Mills, secretary for West Africa of the 
Southern Baptist Foreign Mission Board, said 
Sorrels faced possible surgery to remove 
bone chips from the vertebra which was 
broken in the head-on collision.

Sorrels is able to use his left arm and move 
his right arm and shoulder and is optimistic 
and cheerful, Said Mills.

“I’ll get good care here, but I can’t be 
anyplace where people will do more for me 
than Eku,” Sorrels told Mills, also expressing 
appreciation to the people who prayed for him 
and wrote expressing their concern.

The Southern Baptist Foreign Mission 
Board arranged for Debbie Moss, a volunteer 
nurse from Birmingham, Ala., and Marie 
Johnston, a registered nurse and missionary 
living in Kafanchan, to help provide round-the 
clock nursing care for Sorrels at Baptist 
Hospital, Eku, after the accident which 
claimed the lives of Nigerian Baptist leader 
Titus Oluwafemi and Southern Baptist mis
sionary William D. Bender.

The staff of the Eku hospital, however, car
ried the main responsibility for his care, said 
Mills.
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Bible Puzzle
Answers on page 10

pulpit ‘STu

ACROSS

1 5 14 5 6 7 I8 9 10 11

12 13 14

15 16 17 -

18 19 20

21 22

23 24 p 26 27 28

29 30 31 32

33 34 35

36 37 z

38 39 40 4) 42

43 44 45 46

47 48 49

50 151 52

1 Exclamations of 
surprise

4 Prophet (1 Ki. 16:7)
8 At hand (Rev. 22:10)

12 Food for Fido, 
sometimes

13 Uphold
14 He was not deceived 

(1 Tim. 2:14)
15 “your lusts that —” 

(Jas. 4)
16 Northern European
17 “my footsteps —- 

not” (Psa. 17)
18 “he shall----- with 

fire” (Rev. 14)
21 Where David came 

(1 Sam. 21:1)
22 Animal (Isa. 13:14)

23 The Jews require it 
(1 Cor. 1:22)

25 Haw’s partner
26 Japanese fish
29 Baseball great
30 First (Mark 4:28)
32 Feminine name
33 O.T. book: abbr.
34 Soak
35 Girdle material 

(Mark 1:6)
36 Narrow inlet
37 “I - daily”

(1 Cor. 15)
38 “promise of eternal

—” (Heb. 9)
43 Oil: comb, form
44 Time of day
45 Greek goddess

47 Clothed
48 Coup d’—
49 Tell: slang
50 Movie dog
51 Miami’s county
52 Printer’s measures

DOWN

1 In what manner
2 Semite
3 “and the — of sin” 

(1 Cor. 15)
4 A plain man 

(Gen. 25:27)
5 Man (Num. 24:24)
6 Ships steering 

apparatus
7 “which cannot be 

—” (Rom. 8)
8 Flavor
9 Unemployed

10 Female servant
11 Ruler: abbr.
19 Big amount
20 Alaskan city
23 “that the — of man” 

(Matt. 9)
24 Philippine native
25 Sombrero
26 “shall he------of the 

church” (1 Tim. 3)
27 Cuckoo
28 Tavern
30 Cheese
31 “yet - he 

obedience” (Heb. 5)
35 Miss the mark
36 Damsel (Acts 12:13)
37 Italian poet
38 Troubles
39 Tidy
40 Greek letter
41 Tailless amphibian
42 Where Samson dwelt 

(Judg. 15:7-8)
43 Peruvian plant
46 Diminutive suffix: 

pl.

By Jim Griffith
The pastor who has “gone overboard on counseling” is easy to spot. He has that 

knowing expression on his face. The pastoral counselor knows something profound — 
he’s not sure just what — but he is not telling.

Some pastors have gone so far in counseling that if they were to see a young man 
drowning, they might lean out from the bank, look concerned and say: “My son, would 
you like to tell me about it?” -- . r

Or this: “When did you first have the feeling that you were drowning?”
And as the helpless victim splashes frantically and starts to go under, the counselor 

nods and says, “Yes, my brother, I see that upraised hand.”
Of course, in all seriousness, the well-trained experienced Christian counselor does 

much good. But from pulpit and study, counseling should begin not with man’s advice but 
with the words: “For I have not shunned to declare unto you all the counsel of God” (Acts 
20:27).

interpretation

Qualifications of a deacon

CRYPTOVERSE

CML VO GMEV SXCS VO CKO ER UEL

Today’s Cryptoverse clue: M equals N

Bus for Sale 
73 Model Dodge Maxi-van, 
15-Passenger. Good condition.

Call
Clarence Kirk 

Route 2, Ethridge, TN 38456 
Phone 615/762-2729

Positions Open
A. Development-student recruiter
B. Secretary-office supervisor
C. Dorm parent(s)

Call or send resume to

Hubert Smothers

By Herschel H. Hobbs
“Likewise must the deacons be grave, not 

doubletongued, not given to much wine, not 
greedy of filthy lucre; holding the mystery of 
the faith in a pure conscience.” (1 Timothy 
3:8-9).

There is a striking parallel here to the 
qualifications of a bishop, with some excep
tions. The word for “deacon” (diakonos — 
dia, through, konos, dust, perhaps meaning 
that they raised dust in their haste to do their 
owner’s bidding) was used of slaves doing the 
most menial tasks, such as rinsing dust from 
the feet of arriving guests. Jesus rendered 
this service to the apostles at the last 
passover meal (John 13:4-5). He used this 
word (minister) of the apostles in Mark 10:43. 
In Mark 10:45 He used the verb forms of 
Himself.

The origin of the office of deacon is pro
bably found in Acts 6:1-6. The noun does not 
appear here, but the infinite of the verb 
(diakonein, serve) is found in verse 2. These 
deacons were to assist the apostles in order to 
free them for a more spiritual ministry. 
However, the ministry of at least two, 
Stephen and Philip, went beyond this (Acts 
6:8-7:60; 8:5-40; 21:8).

A deacon should be “grave,” not frivilous 
but dignified. “Doubletongued” means say
ing one thing to one person and something 
else to another. “Not given to much wine” 
means “not holding the mind on much wine” 
or over-indulgence. Unsafe drinking water 
led to the common use of light or diluted wine

ment in God's plan for your life.

To enroll for summer or fall, call 
(800) 626-5525 toll free. Or write:

Like Mary Lee, you too can gain new confidence in yourself 
as God opens doors for your ministry. Boyce Bible School 
may be just the place of preparation for you to find fulfill-

Harrison Chilhowee Baptist Academy 
Seymour, TN 37865 — Phone 615/573-8321

Boyce Bible School. . . 
treasured educational experience

"My name is Mary Lee. As a student at Boyce Bible School, 
a division of The Southern Baptist Theological Seminary in 
Louisville, Ky., I have really come to know myself and the 
Lord.

"There is such a unity at Boyce that it is like one big, happy 
family. For a school atmosphere, love for one another and 
for God is unique, I feel, at Boyce. On my first visit, I knew 
that this was where the Lord wanted me. On the day that I 
was accepted, I found a job, and also found a place to live. 
To me, this was the Lord's way of confirming his plans for 
me to attend Boyce Bible School."

Boyce Bible School, 2825 Lexington Road, 
Louisville, Kentucky 40206

To chang^ or correct 
your address

Attach in _ this space your address 
label found on the front page of your 
latest copy of the BAPTIST AND 
REFLECTOR. Please give your new 
address below—including your zip 
code. When changing address, please 
give two weeks notice. Please write, 
do not call address changes to insure 
accuracy.

All correspondence relating 
to your subscription
should be accompanied by our address 
label. If you are receiving duplicate 
copies, please send both labels.

Address all requests to:

BAPTIST AND REFLECTOR
Post Office Box 347

Brentwood, Tennessee 37027

Name _________________________
Please Print
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City ___________________________

State___________ Zip Code______

as a beverage. The rabbis laid down certain 
rules for diluting wine, so that its stimulant 
was about that of coffee or tea. However, to
day this need no longer exists. So due to the 
Christian attitude about alcoholic beverages, 
it would be wise for deacons to abstain from 
such. Otherwise harm is done to their in
fluence.

“Not greedy of filthy lucre” is genuine 
here. In my judgment this means honesty in 
money dealings with men and God. A deacon 
should give the tithe as a minimum. A deacon 
should be orthodox in his faith. “Proved” 
means to be tested and found genuine as was 
used in testing metal. This forbids a novice 
being a deacon. If one is selected as a deacon 
he should be “blameless” (v. 10) in discharg
ing his duties. No man should be made a 
deacon to honor him. He should honor the of
fice by serving well.

In verse 11 Paul adds that the wives of 
deacons should be grave, not slanderers, 
sober-minded, and faithful in all things. He 
says nothing about the conduct of the wife of a 
bishop, unless we see this as applying to wives 
of both bishops and deacons. But his return to 
deacons in verse 12 argues against this. For 
some reason he may have felt that this special 
word was necessary about wives of deacons. 
Some argue that in this verse the apostle is 
talking about deaconesses. But why see the 
plural gunaikas as referring to deaconesses 
and the singular gunaikos (vv. 2,12) referring 
to wives? Should a bishop and a deacon be the 
husband of one deaconess? If he meant 
deaconesses in verse 11, why did he not use 
the feminine form of that word? This seems to 
be shaky ground on which to argue for 
deaconesses.

The “husbands of one wife” in verse 12 has 
the same meaning as in verse 2 — one wife at 
a time. Like bishops, deacons should lead 
their own families well, and for the same 
reason.

Reward for filling the office of deacon is 
promised in verse 13. They gain to themselves 
“a good standing.” Faithful performance pro
duces “great boldness” in the faith. They 
grow in the faith by experience.
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Building A Strong Body

Pretty as a Flower
So many who come to TBCH asking for help are just 

as pretty and sweet as a flower. Because of family pro
blems: alcoholism, drugs, divorce, infidelity, financial 
and many other reasons that beautiful flower becomes 
all wilted. A petal may drop off. Those whose lives have 
been dedicated to the care become concerned lest the 
flower shatter. Every possible effort is made to get that 
life back to its natural beauty. It is a long, hard road. But 
the reward is so great when you see a smile replace the 
sad, listless expression.

This young man is saying, "Hey Ten
nessee Baptists you have done a good 
job with the Mother's Day Offering." Our 
books are kept open through July 31 to 
receive gifts toward our goal of 
$500,000.

We have received more than 80% of 
the goal! That is good but — we must 
not stop short of the goal. It is opera
tional budget money that goes toward 
feeding, clothing and educating those 
precious boys and girls who need some
one to love them enough to give.

There is no easy way to compare one 
year with another. However, we are 
running ahead of receipts on this date 
last year. We keep reminding ourselves 
that our goal is 11 % more than last year 
and we must receive more to reach our 
goal.

I wish that we could write each church 
individually and tell you how thrilled we 
are at the marvelous response you have 
given.

Children have more need of models 
than of critics.

Children are more apt to follow a 
parent's example than a parent's advice.

You can tell who is losing an argu
ment; he usually talks the loudest.

One of the most difficult things for a 
busy man to realize is that the world can 
go on without him.

Tennessee 
business since

Remembered
While it is true that bouquets are best given to

the living, there is an appropriate way to honor the 
memory of a loved one.

The Christ who will ultimately conquer death is 
the same Christ who loved little children. And a 
memorial gift to Tennessee Baptist Children's 
Homes will allow the love of God to flow to 
children, in the name of your loved one.

Gifts will be acknowledged by a letter to the 
family, letting it know that the memory of the 
deceased is helping provide medical care and 
educational opportunities to children in need.

Enclose the form below with your gift or simply 
include the necessary information on a separate 
piece of paper.

MEMORIAL FORM—Please fill in and mail 
with your contribution

Date_________________________________

Name of Deceased

City and State_______________________

Letter of Acknowledgement to go to:

Full Name __________________________

Street Address

Donor is—

Name

Street Address

City and State___________________________
Mail to:

Tennessee Baptist Children's Homes, Inc.
P.O. Box 347 
Brentwood, Tennessee 37027

Baptists have been in the Child Care 
1891. Only eternity can tell how many 
have been helped. But when we 
remember that "a cup of water given in 
the name of Jesus" does not lose its 
reward — neither will a warm meal, 
clean clothes, comfortable bed, proper 
medical and dental care lose their 
reward.

Thank you for caring enough to want 
to see every life bloom forth in all its 
beauty for the glory of God.

Pretty as a Flower

No one would refute that a 
strong, healthy body is to be great
ly desired. A well balanced diet is 
provided each child in our care. We 
want every boy and girl to leave 
our care healthier, in every way, 
then when he came.

We are, also, interested in 
building a strong life. That means 
that we endeavor to lead every 
child to a saving knowledge of 
Jesus Christ. He is encouraged to 
learn how to study his Bible, how 
to pray and how to share in Chris
tian fellowship at one of the local 
Baptist churches. It means that 
every child needs to come to face 
his emotional problems. Slowly he 
accepts himself and learns that the 
problems that have suddenly over
whelmed him may or may not be of 
his making. A strong life means 
that each child needs to develop 
socially. He is a part of society, 
therefore, he needs to learn how 
to adjust to living with others. He 
may not accept the standards that 
society sets but he learns adequate 
ways of rejecting the bad and em
bracing the good.

Your giving makes it possible to 
work with each child with a 
planned goal in mind.

Second Thoughts
comes ex-

perience. Experience comes from bad 
judgment.

The best start a person can have in life 
is two parents with high ideals.

They say there are three periods in 
life: youth, middle age, and "how well 
you look."

Diplomacy is telling someone he has 
an open mind when you really mean he 
has holes in his head.
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BIBLE BOOK SERIES
Lesson for June 29

UNIFORM SERIES
Lesson for June 29

Challenge of the future
By Jerry Foust, pastor 

Mt. Tirzah Baptist Church, Newbern
Basic Passage: Deuteronomy 31:1-34:12
Focus: Deuteronomy 31:3-8; 32:41-44; 34:4-6

Ezekiel: prophet in exile
By John H. Tullock, chairman 

Department of religion and philosophy 
Belmont College, Nashville

Basic Passages: Ezekiel 1:1-3; 2:1 to 3:27; 17:1 to 19:14

The last four chapters in Deuteronomy deal 
with the last few days of Moses’ life and the 
man who succeeded him.

Moses was now 120 years old. His life can be 
divided into three 40 year periods: one in 
Pharaoh’s house, one with Jethro, and the last 
with the Israelites on 
the way to Canaan. 
Moses had known for a 
long time he would not 
enter the Land of Pro
mise because of his sin 
at Meribah (Num. 
20:1-13; Exod. 17:1-7).

Because their leader 
of many years would 
soon be gone from 
them, Israel needed
assurance from God Fou»t
for the days ahead. Therefore, Moses was 
concerned that the people he loved would ac
cept and follow Joshua (31:3). This is always 
a problem when there is a change of leader
ship.

Some people have a tendency to cling to 
their “old leader” and fail to follow the new 
one. The end result is that often times the new 
leader is not accepted, and the work of the 
Lord is hindered.

Moses did not want this to happen. Also, 
Moses wanted to reassure Israel that God 
would be with them as they entered Canaan 
and fought against new enemies. Moses 
challenged them to “Be strong and of good 
courage, do not fear or be in dread of them: 
for it is the Lord your God who goes with you; 
He will not fail you or forsake you” (Deu. 31:6 
RSV).

Advice to Joshua (31:7-8)
These verses begin the second of seven 

speeches in chapter 31. The speeches listed in 
order are 31:1-6, 31:7-8, 31:9-13; 31:14-15; 
31:16-22; 31:23; 31:24-30.

The second speech could also be called the 
“inaugural speech” by Moses to Joshua. In 
this speech Moses is installing Joshua as the 
new leader of Israel. Every new leader needs 
encouragement, and this is exactly what 
Moses is doing to Joshua. Moses also spoke 
these words in front of all the people. Moses 
said, “Be strong and of good courage; for you 
shall go with this people into the land which 
the Lord has sworn to their fathers to give 
them...It is the LORD who goes before you; 
He will be with you, he will not fail or forsake 
you; do not fear or be dismayed” (31:7-8 
RSV).

CHURCH FURNITURE
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Basically, Moses is saying to Israel, “I have 
confidence in Joshua, God has chosen him 
and will guide him, and you should support 
him.”
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The third speech (31:9-13) has Moses in
stituting a seven-year covenant ceremony 
designed to assure the renewing of covenant 
bonds. Chapter 15 has described this seventh 
year when old debts and obligations were 
cleared and life began anew for people. With 
that belonged a new covenant with debts and 
obligations to God also cleared up.

Last instructions (31:14-29)
Now that Moses had inaugurated Joshua, it 

was time for Joshua to receive his commis
sion directly from God, and this is what hap
pens in 31:14-15. The Lord summoned Moses 
to bring Joshua to the tent of meeting. The 
tent was the place where God came down to 
meet the people. The pillar of cloud was the 
sign that God had come.

Although Moses knew that God had chosen 
an excellent leader to take his place, Moses 
must have been sad and discouraged to learn 
what the Lord told him. Israel would become 
unfaithful and break God’s covenant after 
Moses’ death.

Moses was then instructed to write a song 
(31:19), which appears in chapter 32. The 
song would stand as evidence against Israel. 
The Lord knew Israel would do many of the 
things they had been warned not to do. The 
result would bring anger and judgment from 
the Lord. Because Israel would forsake God, 
He would forsake them. The people would 
learn to sing the song. The purpose of the song 
would be to stand as a witness against the peo
ple when they have sinned and when this judg
ment must be spoken against them.

A careful reading of chapter 32 will reveal 
that the song repeats the major themes of the 
book of Deuteronomy.

James Travis points out that there are 
three major ideas in the song, though the song 
is basically a warning. The first idea is that it 
contrasts God’s faithfulness and goodness 
with His people’s unfaithfulness. Second, it 
describes God’s punishment of them through 
pagan armies. Third, it portrays God’s 
ultimate restoration of them and the destruc
tion of their enemies.

The death of Moses (34:1-12)
There are very few scenes in the Bible that 

surpass the description of the death of Moses.
Moses was allowed to climb Mt. Nebo, to 

the top of Mt. Pisgah, and there the Lord 
showed him all the Promised Land (34:1). 
What a view that must have been! For this 
moment Moses had risked the wrath of 
Pharaoh, he had endured the hardships of the 
wilderness, he had suffered the moods of the 
rebellious people, and he had experienced bit
ter disappointment at Kadesh.
Now he was rewarded by seeing the Promised 
Land in all its beauty, but he never entered it 
(34:5-8). “So Moses the servant of the Lord 
died there in the land of Moab, according to 
the word of the Lord” (34:5). The Lord buried 
Moses, though no one knows where the burial 
place is. The people mourned for their leader 
for 30 days.
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Tullock

Focal Passages: Ezekiel 17:11-18; 18:30-32
The call of Ezekiel 

(1:1-28)
In the middle of the summer of 593 B.C., the 

Lord called Ezekiel, a young priest, to be a 
prophet — the most unusual of all the pro
phets. Taken to exile in 597 by the Babylo
nians, Ezekiel’s call came on a stormy day as 
he meditated beside an irrigation canal called 
the River Chebar 
(1:3-4). In the midst of 
the storm Ezekiel saw 
strange four-faced, 
winged creatures — 
part-man, part
animal. There were 
strange wheels filled 
with eyes and, most 
important of all, a vi
sion of God, seated on 
His throne (1:5-28). 
The strange creatures 
symbolized all created beings, man and 
animal, praising God. The wheels with eyes 
symbolized to the exiles that the Lord whom 
they thought was confined within the borders 
of their native land actually was everywhere 
and saw everything. He was aware of their 
condition, even though they may have thought 
He had abandoned them.

Broken covenants and broken dreams 
(17:11-18)

This passage is the interpretation of the 
allegory of the eagles (17:1-10). God had per
mitted Jehoiachin and a number of govern
ment officials to be taken to Babylon when the 
city fell for the first time in 597 B.C. It was in 
this deportation that Ezekiel was taken to 
Babylon (17:11-12). In Jehoiachin's place, 
Babylon had placed Zedekiah on the throne as 
her puppet ruler. He, however, was a weak 
man who responded to whomever put on the 
strongest pressure. Had Zedekiah been obe
dient to the Babylonians as he promised — 
and as the prophet Jeremiah had repeatedly 
urged him to do (Jer. 38:17-23) — the disaster 
of 587 B.C. would have been avoided 
(17:13-14).

Surrounding Zedekiah was a group of ad
visors who were suffering from two illusions: 
(1) they believed false prophets both in 
Jerusalem and in the exile who prophesied 
that those in exile would be freed in a short 
time (see Jer. 27 and.28); (2) they believed 
that Egypt was strong enough to help them 
throw off the Babylonian yoke. Egyptian 
horses and armies would be fruitless in their 
efforts to break Babylonian power. Zedekiah, 
bowing to the pressure groups’ efforts to drive 
him to call for Egypt’s help, was breaking his 
solemn oath to God and his covenant with 
Babylon.

God would not honor a king who broke his 
solemn oath to Him and violated a covenant 
that had been made for the protection of 
himself and his people. In so doing, Zedekiah 
had signed his own death warrant (17:15-18; 
see also Jeremiah 39:1-10).

By this and other messages from the Lord, 
the prophet was trying to get the people in ex
ile to face reality. Their world was changing

BIBLE PUZZLE ANSWERS

John 5:19).

and they needed to face that fact. In this there 
is a lesson for our day. There are changes all 
about us that we must face realistically. What 
does not change is the Lord’s care and con
cern with us. He does not promise us that 
things will always remain the same. What He 
does promise is that He will be with us, 
regardless of how much things around us 
change.

There is also a lesson here for us today 
about the importance of integrity, a fun
damental value that is being scorned all 
around us. In our society, promises are made 
and broken with the flimsiest excuses. Yet, 
when we want someone to stand up for us, we 
look for a person who has a reputation of be
ing true to his word. If we are careful to be 
true to our word, our reputation will be such 
that our word will stand for itself. The kind of 
person we admire is the kind of person we 
should strive to be.

Why will you die? (18:30-32)
One of the major steps toward the Christian 

understanding of God’s work in the world was 
the doctrine of individual responsibility. Until 
the time of Ezekiel and Jeremiah, Old Testa
ment times were dominated with the idea of 
group and national responsibility. A person 
was like a leaf on a tree — the leaf might fall 
but the tree went on. Ezekiel, along with 
Jeremiah, began to emphasize the 
individual’s sins and that the Lord would 
judge “each according to his ways” (18:30 
RSV).

Being a part of a chosen people would not 
bring salvation but only recognition of one’s 
sins and a genuine repentance (18:30). This 
was no superficial change the prophet was 
talking about, either. Not only was the sinner 
to change his way of living, it was to flow from 
“a new heart and a new spirit.” Failure to do 
so would bring death, not only to individuals 
but to the nation (18:31). Death was not God’s 
will for He desired that life be chosen

The same is true today. The Lord is often 
blamed for our misfortunes, our poor health, 
or someone’s death when he has been 
violating all the laws of both God and man. If I 
drive a car at 90 miles an hour, crash into a 
power pole and kill myself, it gives God no 
pleasure. I, and I alone, will be responsible. 
Let’s quit blaming God for misfortunes of our 
own making!

FMB gets extension 
on missionary tax

— Internal Revenue Commissioner Jerome 
Kurtz has granted a four-month extension for 
the filing and paying of more than $900,000 in 
1979 federal income taxes for Southern Bap
tist foreign missionaries.

Sidney C. Reber, vice-president^ for 
management services of the Southern Baptist 
Foreign Mission Board, said he had received 
word from Washington, D.C., of the exten
sion.

The extension had been sought to give time 
for Congress to act upon House Resolution 
1319, the bill which would restore the $20,000 
exemption on income earned by qualified 
employees of public charities and religious 
organizations living overseas.

The bill does not cover missionaries and 
other such workers living in the more 
developed countries; and Reber said income 
taxes already have been filed for mis
sionaries who live in 11 such countries. But 
these represent only a small part of the 
estimated $l-million a year which the Foreign 
Mission Board will have to pay for its 3,000 
missionaries unless tax relief is granted.

The current law, the Foreign Earned In
come Act of 1978, had eliminated the $20,000 
exclusion for all countries.

HR1319 has been approved by the Senate 
Finance Committee, but still must be brought 
to the U.S. Senate for approval.
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LIFE AND WORK SERIES
Lesson for June 29

Life, death: a Christian view
By Robert C. Burch, pastor 

Calvary Baptist Church, Knoxville 
Basic Passages: Hebrews 2:14-15; 2 Corinthians 4:16 to 5:10 
Focal Passages: Hebrews 2:14-15; 2 Corinthians 4:16 to 5:10

Baptist mission work in Nicaragua 
remains intact since takeover

with a different and

Burch

Tbe way a person views death will deter- 
minehis view of life. The reality of death can 
bring fear, or it can bring hope. The one who 
has put his faith and trust in Jesus Christ can 
look forward to death 
hopeful perspective.
I. A PROVISION 
(Heb. 2:14-15)

In Heb. 2, we find a 
summary of the work 
of the Lord Jesus 
Christ.

HIS DESCENT — 
Jesus Christ was the 
Son of God. He was 
God who became man 
(John 1:1). His coming 
into the world is called 
a descent (coming 
down) from heaven (John 3:13). In this des
cent He took upon Himself the same nature as 
man (John 1:14). He was truly God and truly 
man (Heb. 3:17; 4:15).

HIS DEATH — The death of Jesus Christ on 
the cross was a judgment upon sin and upon 
the devil (John 12:31-33). On the cross, Christ 
defeated the devil and overthrew his reign 
(Col. 2:15).

HIS DELIVERANCE — The result of 
Christ’s death and resurrection was our 
deliverance. Since Christ conquered death 
and the devil, we are set free to belong to Him 
(Rom. 6:18). We were rescued from Satan’s 
reign and brought in to Christ’s reign (Col. 
1:13-14).
II. A PERSPECTIVE (2 Cor. 4:16-18)

In 2 Corinthians, Paul describes some of the 
deep suffering he has experienced as an am
bassador of Christ, “fighting without and fear 
within.” Although this “affliction” seems to 
hasten the outward decay of his physical 
nature, Paul declares “we do not lose heart.” 
Paul bases his hope on two things:

HIS RENEWAL — Paul has a renewal 
every day. As the manna gave strength to 
Israel day by day, so the Christian is to be 
renewed (Rom. 12:2). Even the best of men 
have a need for spiritual renewal.

HIS REMINDER — Paul was reminded 
continually that the difficult experiences he 
suffered were nothing compared to the ex
perience he was going to have in heaven with 
Christ (Rom. 8:18). Therefore, in that light he 
calls the tribulations (2 Cor. 11:25-27) he went 
through “light affliction.” Paul could do this 
because he looked at life from a divine point 
of view instead of a human point of view (2 
Cor. 5:16). One is reminded of Elisha and his 
servant (2 Kings 6:15-17).
III. A PROSPECT (2 Cor. 5:1-5)

The apostle’s hope and confidence in the 
midst of affliction and aging was based upon 
his view of death.

THE EXPECTATION (v. 1) — Paul ex
presses assurance that if he died, he had eter
nal happiness to which he could look forward. 
He looked upon heaven as a house or a 
building in which there was a place to rest, to 
dwell, and to hide. This was partly a result of 
Jesus’ promise in John 14:2-3. This eternal 
state was a promise of God (1 Cor. 15:49);
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therefore he looked forward to God’s provi
sion (2 Tim. 4:8).

THE EARNESTNESS (v.2) — This pro
spect of heaven was something for which he 
longed. It was an earnest desire (Phil. 1:23).

THE EXISTENCE (v. 3-4) — The longing 
for a better life is natural for a believer. Our 
earthly tent is to be exchanged for a heavenly 
building. Death, considered only as the 
separation of the soul and the body, is not to 
be desired — Paul calls it “unclothed.” Our 
existence in the after life is to be glorious (1 
Cor. 15:53).

THE EARNEST (v. 5) — One of the 
assurances Paul gives for his hope is the 
“guarantee” or the “earnest” of the Spirit. 
This is another evidence of God’s promise for 
the future. It is a pledge Christians have until 
the full gift of immortality is given. The gift of 
the Holy Spirit (Acts 2:38) gives us a taste and 
a foretaste of the peace and fulfillment of 
heaven (Rom. 8:15-17).
IV. A PROMISE (2 Cor. 5:6-10)

As Paul faced the prospect of death and the 
prospect of heaven, he gives several promises 
that undergirded his hope.

HIS CONFIDENCE (v. 6-8) — Whatever 
life would bring, Paul had assurance based 
upon the promises of God. He realized that as 
we are saved by faith (Eph. 2:8-9) so we must 
live by faith (2 Cor. 5:7). He realizes that 
while we are in the body and live upon the 
earth, we will have trouble. This is what the 
Lord said (John 16:33).

HIS CONDITION (v. 6,8) — There were two 
conditions in which a Christian could be. One 
was to be alive upon the earth. Paul calls this 
“at home in the body.” The negative aspect of 
this state was to be “away from the Lord.” 
The positive aspect was to be a living witness 
for Christ and a servant to His Church (Phil. 
1:24-25). The other condition was to be dead. 
The death of a Christian is seen as the op
posite of a living Christian. The negative 
aspect of this state was to be “away from the 
body.” The positive aspect was to be “home 
with the Lord.” This condition of the separa
tion of body and spirit is not the final state for 
a Christian. It is the experience of all who die 
in Christ before His Second Coming (Ecc. 
12:7). A good example is the thief on the cross 
(Luke 23:42-43). Yet, this incomplete state 
Paul calls “far better” than living in the body 
(Phil. 1:23).

HIS COMMITMENT (v. 9-10) - The pro
spect and hope of eternal life was not an 
escape from responsibility of service and 
work. This prospect was rather an encourage
ment. This realization of life’s shortness was 
a stimulus to work to please Him (2 Tim. 2:4). 
The fact is that we are stewards and servants 
of Christ (1 Cor. 4:1-2). We will be held ac
countable for the opportunities and respon
sibilities that He has given us (1 Cor. 4:4-5).
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MANAGUA, Nicaragua — Southern Baptist 
missionary work here has remained intact 
and undisturbed since the revolutionary 
takeover of Nicaragua by the Sandinista Na
tional Liberation Front almost two years ago, 
according to Missionary Stanley Stamps.

“We feel accepted, loved and wanted,” 
Stamps said. “Glenna (his wife) and I have 
had more requests for workshops and ser
vices in recent weeks than at any other time 
since coming here.”

Nicaragua was torn by internal conflicts for 
more than a year. After former President 
Anastasio Somoza fled the country, the San
dinista National Liberation Front took con
trol. The new government appears to be in
clined toward a moderate form of socialism, 
according to observers in the country.

“Several officials have made public 
statements that there is freedom of religion 
and no restrictions placed on the exercise of 
religious services,” Stamps said. “We have 
felt, however, some tendency toward 
materialism and more open expressions of 
atheism.”

The Prentiss, Miss., native noted that 
Nicaragua is a very religious country and 
evidence of that religiosity abounds. Baptists 
thus far, he added, stand in a favorable light 
with the revolution. Several persons of Bap
tist background are in places of responsibili
ty-

Stamps, religious literature coordinator for 
Nicaragua, commented on another success 
within his realm of work. The Baptist Culture 
Center, Managua, Nicaragua, has had a five
month long sales peak, averaging over $6,000 
a month in sales since January. The rise 
began in December when the sales figure 
reached $5,621 — the second highest month 
for Bible, book and literature sales in the 
history of the literature distribution center.

In order to reach the center’s goal of $65,000 
annual sales, the center will need to average 
$5,000 a month for the rest of the year. 
Southern Baptist missionary Stamps said he 
feels this goal should be easily attained with 
the increased demand for Bibles and religious 
books.

Stamps calculates that 50 percent of the 
population cannot read and write. However, a 
national literacy crusade has mobilized 
students of 14 years and older in a massive 
war against illiteracy. “Think of the 
thousands of new readers this may produce 
for the Bible,” he commented.

Look for Cynthia's albums at your Baptist Bookstore

“In the meantime,” Stamps said, “the 
Word of the Lord is being preached openly 
and boldly. I feel the climate for sowing the 
Word presently is good, but only pray the 
season will remain open and we will be able to 
witness a big harvest.”
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Accident fails to sever 
Boones’ African ties

By Mary Jane Welch
ALEXANDRIA, LA. (BP) - When Hal 

Browning Boone went to Kenya in 1976 to ac
company his injured father back to the United 
States, he expected to spend a couple of days 
with him and return home, assured his father 
would recover.

But, says Boone, things didn’t work out that 
way at all. His father, a missionary physician 
in Kenya, had every conceivable complica
tion following the auto accident which crush
ed a vertebra and left him paralyzed.

Four years later he still cannot walk and ex
periences daily pain.

That accident ended his parents’ career as 
Southern Baptist missionaries, but it didn’t 
sever close family ties developed over the 
years,and it didn’t end the Boone family’s 
missions commitment to east Africa.

Boone recounted the story of his family’s 
experience the day before he and his wife Lin
nea were approved by the Southern Baptist 
Foreign Mission Board to serve one year as 
special project medical workers in Uganda. 
There Boone’s parents, Hal and Pat Boone, 
opened Southern Baptist mission work. Lin
nea ’s parents were also medical missionaries 
in Africa.

Although Hal is the oldest of the six Boone 
children, he is not the first to feel the missions 
call.

Cathy, a registered nurse, has been a mis-

Seminary students 'study' 
SBC meeting in St. Louis

By Rex Hammock

ST. LOUIS — The vast 17,000-seat meeting 
hall of the Cervantes Convention Center here 
may not be an intimate classroom, but a 
dozen seminarians found it to be a perfect set
ting for a course in church policy.

The students are enrolled in the course 
“The Southern Baptist Convention Annual 
Meeting” being offered for the first time by 
Southern Baptist Theological Seminary, 
Louisville, Ky. As part of the three-week 
course, the students attended each session of 
the SBC meeting last week.

Attending the convention is a “way to look 
at how Southern Baptists make decisions; 
how they do their work,” explained Daniel 
Aleshire, assistant professor of church and 
denominational ministry.

Aleshire and church history professor 
Walter Shurden are leading the students in 
discussions after each of the sessions. The 
students also attended pre-convention 
meetings of the Southern Baptist Pastor’s 
Conference and the SBC Executive Commit
tee.

Attending his first SBC meeting, third-year 
student Rickey Lee White, a messenger from 
First Southern Baptist Church, Freetown, 
Ind., said it was especially helpful having a 
“group to discuss what’s going on.” Most of 
the other students are pastors who are serv
ing as convention messengers.

“The students are slowly learning how the 
SBC really functions by seeing the nitty gritty

Mission donates books
MBEYA, Tanzania — Expecting a “small” 

ceremony, Southern Baptist missionaries 
Larry Loo, a physician, and Martha 
McAlister, a nurse, were surprised by a 
crowd of 200 including such dignitaries as the 
mayor and the regional medical officer. The 
ceremony marked the donation of 2,000 
medical journals and books from the Baptist 
Mission (organization of Southern Baptist 
missionaries) of Tanzania to the Mbeya 
Regional Hospital. The hospital was trans
ferred from the mission to the government in 
July 1979 as part of a program nationalizing 
hospitals in Tanzania.

sionary in Kenya since 1973. Today she and 
her husband, Dan Schellenberg, also an MK 
(missionary kid) who grew up in east Africa, 
work with the same tribe her parents were 
working with then her father’s accident oc
curred.

Last November, another daughter, Susan, 
and her husband Rick Goodgame, a physi
cian, were appointed missionaries to Uganda, 
where he will teach in medical school.

Last summer the youngest Boone, James, 
was a volunteer in Uganda, where he helped 
distribute medicine in the aftermath of the 
war which ousted former president Idi Amin.

Medicine seems to be an integral part of the 
Boone family, too. James plans to enter 
medical school this fall; Dan is completing 
medical school; and Paul, who is completing 
his residency, will handle Hal’s private prac
tice in Friendswood, Tex., while Hal is in 
Uganda. Hal says Paul and his wife, also a 
physician, plan to apply for missionary ser
vice after that year.

Though many think of Africa as a turbulent 
continent, Hal says that growing up in safari 
country was a delightful experience — an 
adventure for a teen-age boy. Although life 
there included going to boarding school far 
from home, his parents made special efforts 
to maintain strong relationships with each 
child. In fact, for the entire Boone family, life 
was remarkably free of trauma until his 

of how it is set up,” said Aleshire. After the 
students return to Louisville, they will spend 
two more weeks in the three-hour credit June- 
term course.

The course was set up to introduce the 
students to how the denomination works “not 
only in theory but in practice,” Shurden said.

As other messengers emptied from the hall 
after the Tuesday afternoon session during 
which Bailey Smith of Del City, Okla., was 
elected president, the seminary students 
moved toward floor microphone nine where 
their class meets. They tooks notes as 
Shurden spoke.

“You could see that it’s not only important 
who is nominated but also who does the 
nominating,” he said. Shurden explained that 
a dynamic nomination speech insures more 
votes for a candidate. Smith was nominated 
by Jimmy Draper, outgoing president of the 
Pastors’ Conference.

Shurden also pointed out that the students 
had seen “something new with the nomina
tion speech for Jimmy Stroud made by David 
Lay, both of Knoxville. He said the speech 
was used to surface underlying issues concer
ning convention politics.

Turning to the resolutions introduced dur
ing the session, Shurden told the students that 
they had fallen into “four categories: ethical 
issues, theological issues, denominational 
issues?and convention constitutional issues.” 
The students questioned the professor about 
the resolution process.

Coincidence links photo, eruption
NASHVILLE (BP) — On the same day Mount St. Helens erupted into international 

consciousness, a more serene view of the mountain graced the covers of 1.4-million 
bulletins in Southern Baptist churches.

By the sheerest of coincidences, Baptist Bulletin Service, which plans its product a 
year in advance, had a picture of snowcapped Mount St. Helens above glistening Spirit 
Lake on its May 18 cover — the same day the long dormant volcano erupted, killing 
scores of people.

Charlotte Rubble, a member of Eastmont Baptist Church in East Wenatchee, Wash., 
noticed the picture and brought it to the attention of Leonard Hill, director of the bulletin 
service, who verified with photographer Fred Sieb that it was the infamous mountain. 
The bulletin service provides color covers and devotional thoughts for use by churches.

“Mount St. Helens was beautiful but she sure created a lot of destruction and heart
ache for those who lived around her,” said Mrs. Ruble in her letter to Hill.

UGANDA BOUND — Hal and Linnea Boone discuss the experiences which 
brought them to volunteer as special project medical workers in Uganda. Boone's 
parents began Southern Baptist work in Uganda and were missionaries in Kenya 
when an auto accident paralyzed his father and forced them to take medical 
retirement. Both of Boone's sisters are missionaries in East Africa.

father’s accident.
Even after the accident, when Hal left for 

Kenya to accompany his father home, he felt 
sure that everything would soon be all right. 
“We were praying for a miraculous recovery 
for God’s glory and for my Dad’s well-being 
and we continue to pray for that,” says Hal.

But as time passed it looked less and less 
like that would happen.

For the first time in his 34 years, Hal was 
faced with the suffering of persons close to 
him who he felt shouldn’t have to suffer. 
“Why do the righteous suffer? I personally 
was very aware of the power of Satan in this 
world,” he says. But he says he also came to 
realize that all things will work ultimately to 
God’s glory.

Earlier, spiritual growth had come for him 
and Linnea through their church involve
ment. Now it came in dealing with this family 
tragedy and in watching his parents deal with 
it.

As his parents cope with the physical and 
psychological effects of disability, Hal says

Children's SBC perspectives 
reveal different opinions

By Randy Wyrick
ST. LOUIS (BP) — Children see things 

from a different perspective than adults.
For example, the main attractions for most 

Southern Baptists under four-and-a-half feet 
tall who attended the annual convention in St. 
Louis were the gateway “golden’ arch and the 
St. Louis Cardinals. .

Others, like Dennis Cooper, 14. of Port 
Boone. La., were aware of the Biblical in
errancy convention. “I wouldn’t get too wor
ried about it.”

The youngsters have an equally unique 
outlook on Biblical inerrancy itself — they 
don’t know what it is.

“I’ve never heard of it,” said Cooper.
Dale Collier of Canton, Mo., however, was 

adamant about the issue. “The Bible talks 

his father’s continuing statement has been 
that God has given him victory over all and 
has strengthened him and brought him into a 
deeper relationship as a result of the acci
dent. Although he no longer practices 
medicine and is confined to a wheelchair, he 
has served as interim pastor of a church and 
is now minister of missions at Sagemont Bap
tist Church in Houston, Tex.

Watching how Hal’s mother has responded 
to the situation has also been a rewarding ex
perience for the family, says Linnea.

Although many people become bitter when 
they have to care for someone who is sick, 
Linnea says, “I think with her it’s just been an 
increase of love for her husband even though 
she has to spend hours daily taking care of 
him?’

Although his parents cannot return to 
Africa as missionaries, Hal says they have 
been supportive of their children going there. 
In fact, with so many children living there, 
they’re considering a visit to the countries 
where-they invested so many years.

about Jesus as the only begotten Son. God in
spired the people who wrote it. Everyone 
knows that. You find that out in movies.” he 
said.

Della Rivera just hadn't had enough time to 
study the question.

“I’m only nine and a half years old.’’ she 
said. “How could I have studied enough to 
decide something like that? I’m not old 
enough. I’m not sure anyone else is either.

Nine-year-old David Bryant of Forsyth. Ill., 
explained inerrancy of the Bible this way: “I 
think that it is true from cover to cover. My 
dad told me so. and I believe my dad."

Bruce Ingle of Denton. Texas, doesn't think 
the Bible has any mistakes. “I read it," he 
said. “It tells how God told them to write it. 
like Janies, and John, and all those guys."

Steve Smith, 11-year-old son of newly- 
elected SBC President Bailey Smith of Del Ci
ty, Okla., summed it all up in this fashion: "1 
enjoy coming to these conventions because of 
the people I get to meet, like Adrian Rogers 
and W.A. Criswell (former SBC presidents)."

“Sometimes we get out and do things as a 
family when we can,” he said. "We were sup
posed to go up into the arch today. I hope we’ll 
have time now that dad is the president.”

On the Biblical inerrancy question he 
declared, “I don’t think that it is worth watch
ing or worrying about. I’m not really sure 
what it is, and I’ve heard a lot of different peo
ple say a lot of different things about it. I don’t 
think they are sure about it either. I’m not 
sure anybody is.”


