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Korean crusades record about 20,000 decisions
I RIDGECREST, N.C. (BP) — Nearly 20.000 
I eople made decisions for Christ and doors 
I pened for reaching many more in seven 
I 'eeks of major city evangelistic crusades in 
I iorea, a project leader said here.
I With reports not yet in from all churches, 

olunteers from the Florida Baptist Conven- 
I ion counted 19,778 who made decisions in cen- 
I ral crusades, church revivals, home visita- 
I ions, and special services in four Korean 

ities. James A. Ponder, crusade project 
I lirector for Florida Baptists, expressed con- 
| idence the number will exceed 20,000.

Florida Baptists worked with Southern 
I iaptist missionaries and Korean Baptists in 
I carrying out crusades in Seoul. Pusan, Taegu. 
I ind Taejon, Ponder reported during the an- 
I lual Southern Baptist Foreign Missions Con- 
l erence at Ridgecrest (N.C.) Baptist Con- 

erence Center.
“I believe the area in the world most 

responsive to the gospel is Korea,” said 
I 3onder, who preached in Seoul. “Every time 

I preached to a school, to an army group, to a 
:hurch, to a noonday Bible study — every 
ime I was privileged to preach — someone 

■eceived the Lord Jesus Christ.”
Musicians working in Seoul went with 

Ponder or chalk artist Robert Smith, pastor of 
first Baptist Church, Pompano Beach, Fla., 
to 13 schools, two prisons, the First and Third 
Korean Armies stationed at the demilitarized 
zone, and a Seoul youth rally. In those ser
vices, 4,487 made professions of faith.

Teams originally assigned to universities 
visited high schools after several distur
bances caused the closing of universities and 
the cancellation of central crusades in Tae
jon. In schools and army units the teams 
visited, chaplains were assigned to follow up 
those who made decisions.

Ponder said team members found oppor
tunities to witness outside planned crusade 
activities. Although he had been in Korea six 
times on such crusades, this was the first time 
he had ever seen one of the fast Korean trains 
arrive late.

As he waited beside the track, he met a 
group of university students on their way 
home. Through one of their number who 
spoke English, they began to question him 
and he shared his faith with them. Later 

EVEN IN RESTAURANTS — David 
McFarlane (left), minister of music at 
Fifth Avenue Baptist Church, St. 
Petersburg, Fla., and Missionary Paul 
Rhoads witnessed to this woman in 
her restaurant in Taegu.

several came to the Seoul crusade and made 
professions of faith.

Another Florida team member, Jim Mor
rell, associate director of the church music 
department for the Florida Baptist Conven
tion, visited in the home of a church member 
to witness to the woman’s mother. The 
woman’s husband, a taxi driver, came in 
while they were visiting. Both he and his 
mother-in-law accepted Christ.

While driving the American team back to 
the hotel, the man took Morrell to see his 
brother who runs an auto body shop. Morrell 
witnessed to the brother, who also accepted 
Christ and asked for tracts for witnessing to 
his employees.

Another volunteer, Lorrie Clevenger of 
Baylor University, helped to lead a 
“mudang,” a traditional Korean exorcist, to 
Christ at East Taegu Baptist Church. The 
woman made her living by driving out evil 
spirits believed to cause sickness or misfor
tune.

Miss Clevenger and the East Taegu pastor 
visited the mudang after the woman came to 
a revival service. The Baylor student gave 
her testimony and the pastor read from Acts 
about Paul casting out demons. The pastor 
then placed his hands on the woman's head 
and prayed that the spirit controlling her 
would leave. Freed, the woman gave all her 
relics and idols to the pastor and tore their 
shelf from the wall.

For one Florida man, Richard M. Bassett of 
Ancient City Baptist Church, St. Augustine, 
the trip brought back unpleasant memories. 
He had vowed never to leave the United 
States again after spending 22 months as a 
prisoner of war in North Korea during the 
Korean war. He kept his promise until the op
portunity to go on the crusade came up.

He said his months as a POW in no way 
compared with his new experience in Korea. 
“The long winter months with eight of us in an 
8 x 10 foot room with two meals per day, con
sisting of a bowl of very poor soup, will 
forever be in my memory. But now I can 
praise the Lord that even in that experience, 
he had a plan for my life, and has given me 
grace to witness again in Korea.”

Hamilton Co., Tennessee Baptists 
prepare for South Korea revivals

Baptists in Hamilton County have linked with Louisiana Baptists for two weeks of lay 
witness and revival in Seoul, South Korea, according to Woody Watkins, Hamilton Coun
ty’s director of missions.

The trip is scheduled for Sept. 29-October 18 in 50 churches in that country. Teams, 
consisting of a preacher, a performing musician, and lay people will be assigned to a dif
ferent church each week. Watkins said more preachers, musicians, and lay people are 
needed to join.

He explained that the opportunity arose after the Korean Baptist Convention invited 
Southern Baptists to come to their country for revivals and lay witness. “This is where 
the Lord is working overtime right now,” Watkins said. “We have 650 Baptist churches in 
South Korea and 88 Southern Baptist missionaries. While there is an open door, we need 
to get in. Too many times, we wait until the door closes and then try to get in.”

Each team member will have the opportunity to witness with Korean Baptists, and 
personal testimonies will be translated into Korean.

The team will fly directly from Chattanooga to the West Coast to Seoul on Sept. 29. 
After a briefing there, assignments will be made to the churches on Oct. 2.

The cost of the trip, which is about $2,035, will be borne by the person going or the 
church sending that person.

Watkins said anyone from Tennessee interested in participating in the effort should 
contact him at Hamilton County Baptist associational office.

CROWDS GATHER IN SEOUL — The crusade in Seoul, Korea drew overflow 
crowds averaging 2,400 people at each service. The Seoul crusade was one of five 
crusades in major cities of Korea co-sponsored by Florida Baptists, Korean Bap
tists, and the Southern Baptist Foreign Mission Board.

200 chemical-spill evacuees 
use City View's facilities

The facilities of City View Baptist Church, 
Knoxville, were used as an evacuation center 
June 24 when a chemical spill caused more 
than 500 nearby residents to leave their 
homes.

The evacuation became necessary when a 
drum of toxic materials exploded at a 
chemical company five blocks from the 
church shortly before noon.

Pastor Earl Wilson contacted the local 
police and offered the church’s facilities. 
From 2 to 5 p.m., the church served as an 
evacuation center and command post for the 
Red Cross and other civil defense officials.

Workers at the church’s day care center 

and for Vacation Bible School stayed 
throughout the afternoon to assist the more 
than 200 evacuees who were brought the 
church. Wilson said that other church 
members, when they learned that the church 
was being used during the crisis, also came to 
offer assistance.

Within 45 minutes, food service was in
itiated. More than 50 of the evacuees were fed 
at the church.

A Red Cross mobile hospital was set up in 
the church’s parking lot to provide first aid 
treatment. Communication equipment was 
moved to the church to coordinate the evacua
tion procedures by various civil defense 
organizations.

Wilson reported that he was very pleased 
with the response of members of City View 
Baptist Church who quickly responded to the 
needs of those brought to the church building. 
He also noted the local media came to the 
church and gave glowing reports of the 
church’s participation in the evacuation ef
fort.

Missionary aids amputees
BARRANQUILLA, Colombia — Six am

putee patients will be able to receive 
rehabilitative help as a result of funds col
lected at a mini-marathon in Barranquilla, 
Colombia. The race was sponsored by a group 
organized by Southern Baptist missionary 
Jerrell Ballard, from Louisiana. The group 
has already helped eight amputees.

“We feel this organization strengthens our 
Baptist witness here in Barranquilla through 
a public service,” Ballard said. "We hope 
that these patients whom we help may be able 
to respond to the gospel while they are being 
helped physically.”
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Mission board approves major reorganization
RIDGECREST, N.C. (BP) — Extensive 

reorganization of the Southern Baptist 
Foreign Mission Board staff was approved 
here as the board carried out a new organiza
tion plan initiated in April.

The changes, authorized at the board’s ma
jor summer meeting, include numerous 
changes for persons already on the staff and 
bring in three missionaries and one former 
staff member to fill key positions.

An additional $218,812 was appropriated to 
finance a five percent increase in staff 
necessary for the board to gear up for Bold 
Mission Thrust, the Southern Baptist plan to 
share the gospel with all people of the world 
by the year 2000.

Title changes also were voted for the area 
secretaries who supervise mission work in 
eight geographic areas. All will be known as 
directors in keeping with new terminology in 
the staff reorganization.

Donald R. Kammerdiener, field represen
tative for the eastern part of Spanish
speaking South America, was elected to suc
ceed Charles W. Bryan as area director for 
Middle America and the Caribbean. Brian 
was elected in April as vice-president for 
overseas operations.

A. Clark Scanlon, field representative for 
Middle America, will come to Richmond to 
be executive assistant to the vice-president 
for overseas operations, a new position.

Elmer S. West Jr., a Richmond pastor who 
directed the board’s missionary personnel 
department from 1953-63, will rejoin the staff 
as director of the ministries and deputation 
department under the new office of human 
resources. Before moving to Richmond, West 
was director of program development for the 
Christian Life Commission, Nashville, for six 
years.

S. Dan Sprinkle Jr., a missionary to 
Panama, will return to Richmond later this 
summer to work with E. L. (Cotton) Wright 
as director of the administrative services 
department in the office of management ser
vices. Sprinkle will succeed Wright when he 
retires at the end of this year. Wright former
ly carried the title of business manager.

To facilitate the work of vice-presidents 
who head up the major staff components, the 
board approved three persons as assistants. 
Thomas W. Hill, formerly secretary for the 
communications department, will be ad
ministrative assistant in overseas operations. 
Samuel F. Hatfield, office manager for the 
overseas division, will become assistant to 
the vice-president for management services, 
and Robert E. Shoemake, office manager for 
the department of missionary personnel, will 
be assistant to the vice-president for com-- 
munications.

Under each vice-president, the work is 
divided into departments, many of which 
carry new titles and reflect efforts to 
reorganize the board along more functional 
lines.

In the office of overseas operations, Lewis 
I. Myers Jr. will head up a new program 
development department which Bryan said

Revivals in Ohio 
bring 433 decisions

As a result of the efforts of 25 groups 
of Baptist laymen and pastors from 
Tennessee, the Steel Valley Baptist 
Association in Ohio has reported a total 
of 433 decisions during simultaneous 
revivals held in 27 churches there 
recently.

The decisions included 102 profes
sions of faith outside the church, 54 
public professions of faith, five addi
tions by letter, and 265 rededications. 
Thomas D. Davidson, director of mis
sions for the association, said the week 
was the culmination of eight months of 
intensive planning and preparation by 
Ohio and Tennessee Baptists.

Each church had five services with 
one layman giving his testimony at 
each service and another giving a ser
mon. Days were spent in home visita
tion.

will coordinate all special programs of work 
overseas.

Another change of title was approved for 
the field representatives, who have worked 
under the area secretaries as liaison between 
the board and missionaries on the field. They 
will now be known as associates to the direc
tor of each area and will be empowered to 
make a number of decisions that previously 
have had to come from the area secretary.

“We’re seeking to move more decision
making closer to the field,” Bryan said.

Under the board’s new setup, all stateside 
responsibility for missionary personnel — 
both career and volunteer — falls under the 
new office of human resources, headed by 
vice-president Bill Marshall. The work of this 
new office is being divided into four depart-

13 Tennesseans appointed as missionaries
RIDGECREST, N.C. — Six couples and one 

single woman, all having Tennessee connec
tions, were among the 54 persons appointed as 
missionaries by the Southern Baptist Foreign 
Mission Board June 25 at Ridgecrest Baptist 
Conference Center here.

Mr. and Mrs. Gerald H. Hale will work in 
Hong Kong/Macao, where he will be a 
religious education promoter and she will be a 
church and home worker. He is a minister of 
education and church administrator of 
Ridgecrest Baptist Church, Birmingham, 
Ala., and she teaches at Chalkville Elemen
tary School there.

A Tennessean, Hale is a native of Camden. 
He is a graduate of the University of Ten
nessee, Knoxville, and New Orleans (La.) 
Baptist Theological Seminary.

He was a Christian social ministries intern 
in New Orleans for the Southern Baptist 
Home Mission Board, minister of education 
and youth at Central Baptist Church, 
Americus, Ga., and minister of education and 
church administrator at Central Baptist 
Church, Chattanooga. He was also assistant 
principal of a middle school in Camden, and 
served in the U.S. Naw.

Mrs. Hale, the former Carolyn Mills of 
Knoxville, attended Georgia Southwestern 
College, Americus, and is a graduate of Birm
ingham Southern College.

She was a day-care worker at Central Bap
tist Church, Chattanooga, and Ridgecrest 
Baptist Church and taught at the child 
development center and worked in the 
bookstore at New Orleans seminary.

The Hales have two children: a son, Geof
frey Holland, born in 1968, and a daughter, 
Catherine Jean, born in 1969.

Mr. and Mrs. J. Keith Lancaster will serve 
in French West Indies, where he will be a 
general evengelist and she will be a church 
and home worker. He is minister of family life 
activities at Edwards Road Baptist Church, 
Greenville, S.C., and she is a medical 
laboratory technician at Allen Bennett 
Memorial Hospital, Greer, S.C.

A native of Spartanburg County, S.C., Lan
caster is a graduate of Carson-Newman Col
lege, Jefferson City, and Southwestern Bap
tist Theological Seminary, Fort Worth, Tex.

The former Mollie Barbare of Greer, S.C., 
she is a graduate of Greenville Technical Col
lege and achieved medical laboratory techni
cian standing by examination.

As missionary associates, Mr. and Mrs. 
Bobby M. Polk will serve in Colombia, where 
he will be an English language pastor and she 
will be a church and home worker. He is 
pastor of Westchester Baptist Church, High 
Point, N.C., and she is a teacher at the 
Westchester Preschool Center.

A native of Johnson City, Polk is a graduate 
of East Tennessee State University, Johnson 
City, and Southeastern Baptist Theological 
Seminary, Wake Forest, N.C.

During the past 25 years, Polk has been 
pastor at Fall Street Chapel, (now Clark 
Street Baptist Church), Johnson City; 
Shallow Ford Baptist Church, Erwin; Oak 
Street Baptist Church, Elizabethtown; Cross 
Roads Baptist Church, Hillsborough, N.C., 

ments.
In addition to the ministries and deputation 

department to be directed by Elmer West, the 
others are volunteer, personnel selection, and 
orientation and development. Louis R. Cobbs 
will be director of personnel selection. Direc
tors of the other two departments have riot yet 
been selected.

The office of communications, headed by 
Vice-president Johnni Johnson Scofield, will 
have three departments — The Commission, 
the monthly missions magazine; product 
development; and news and information ser
vices. Ken Lawson, formerly section 
manager for audiovisual production, will 
direct product development, which will in
clude editorial production, graphic arts, 
distribution, photo production and program 

Mr. and Mrs. Hale Mr. and Mrs. PolkMr. and Mrs. Lancaster

Van Davandar Mr. and Mr*. WoodMr. and Mrs.Mr. and Mrs. Senter

and Westchester Baptist Church.
Mrs. Polk, also a native of Johnson City, is 

the former Ruth Mary Adams. She attended 
Guilford Technical Institute, Greensboro,
N.C.

The Polks have two grown children, Donna 
Kay Depew and Richard Alan Polk, and a son, 
Stephen Grady Polk, born in 1968.

As missionary associates, Mr. and Mrs. 
George Senter will work in Liberia, where he 
will be a general evangelist and she will be a 
church and home worker. They are home mis
sionaries in Evansville, Ind., where he is 
associational director of missions, 
Southwestern Indiana Southern Baptist 
Association.

Born in Gibson, 'Senter lived in various 
towns throughout Tennessee and Virginia 
while growing up. He attended Southwestern 
Baptist Theological Seminary, Fort Worth, 
Tex. and is a graduate of Virginia Polytechnic 
Institute and State University, Blacksburg, 
and Southern Baptist Theological Seminary, 
Louisville, Ky.

Mrs. Senter, the former Libby Tarlton, is a 
native of North Carolina. She is a graduate of 
Wake Forest University, Winston-Salem, 
N.C., Southern seminary, and earned the 
master of science in social work from the 
University of Louisville.

The Senters have a son, Philip James, born 
in 1971, and a daughter, Rachel Janet, born in 
1976.

Mr. and Mrs. William Douglas Van 
Devepder will work in Kenya, where he will 
be a general evangelist and she will be a 
church and home worker. He is a doctoral stu
dent at Southern seminary, and she is a 
teacher at Ninth and O Christian School, 
Louisville.

A native of Texas, Van Devender is a 
graduate of Bluefield (Va.) College, 
Mississippi College, Clinton, and Southern 
seminary. He also attended Spurgeon’s Col
lege, London, England.

Mrs. Van Devender, the former Betty 
Howell, was born in Atlanta, Ga., but also liv
ed in Memphis and Chattanooga while grow
ing up. She is a graduate of the University of 
Tennessee at Chattanooga and attended

production. Lawson is a Nashville native.
The office of management services, led by 

Vice-president Sidney C. Reber, will have 
four departments — treasury, administrative 
services, information management, and 
home office personnel.

Treasurer Everett L. Deane will retire at 
the end of the year, to be succeeded by Carl 
Johnson.

Sam Pittman will be executive assistant for 
denominational relations. Working under 
William R. O’Brien, the board’s executive 
vice-president, Pittman will continue to 
relate to directors of missions on the associa
tional level and also will work closely with the 
Stewardship Commission and others pro
moting the SBC’s Cooperative Program 
unified budget.

Weber

Southern seminary.
The Van Devenders have a son, Matthew 

William, born in 1979.
Debbie Weber will be a seminary teacher in 

Taiwan. She is choirmaster and organist at 
Chinese Presbyterian 
Church, New Orleans, 
La.

Born in Coral 
Gables, Fla., Miss 
Weber also lived in 
Johnson City while 
growing up. She is a 
graduate of East Ten
nessee State Universi
ty, Johnson City, and 
New Orleans semin
ary.

She was a Baptist Student Union summer 
missionary to Tennessee and a Southern Bap
tist Home Mission Board summer missionary 
to Pennsylvania and a reporter for the 
Johnson City Press-Chronicle and for the 
Tampa (Fla.) Tribune.

Mr. and Mrs. R. Daniel Wood will serve in 
the Philippines where he will be a general 
evangelist and she will be a home and 
church worker. He is pastor of BrewtomBap- 
tist Church, Dublin, Ga.

Born in Boone, N.C., Wood also lived in 
Butler and Johnson City while growing up. He 
attended Clemson University, Clemson, S.C., 
and is a graduate of East Tennessee State 
University, Johnson City, and Southern 
seminary.

He has served as youth director at Cedar 
Grove Baptist Church, Johnson City.

Mrs. Wood, the former Cara Goe, was born 
in Chicago, Ill., and lived in Missouri, Ten
nessee, California, North Carolina, and 
Georgia while growing up. She was graduated 
from Samford University, Birmingham, Ala., 
and from Southern seminary.

The Woods have a daughter, Dena Leigh, 
born in 1974, and twin sons, Matthew Alan and 
Stephen Mark, born in 1975.

The six Tennessee couples and Miss Weber 
will all go to Pine Mountain, Ga., in 
September for a 12-week orientation before 
leaving for their fields.
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NEW WORSHIP FACILITIES — Members of First Baptist Church in Humboldt are 
worshipping in these new facilities. Present for dedication ceremonies were 
former pastors: S.R. Woodson, Hayward Highfill, and Raymond Boston. Darrell 
Clarke is the church's present pastor.

White House Conference 
upholds traditional family

Gunman attacks church; 
kills 5, injures 10

NASHVILLE (BP) — Southern Baptists 
‘can enthusiastically endorse many of the 
recommendations passed by the recent White 
House Conference on Families in Min
neapolis,” Harry Hollis of the Southern Bap
tist Christian Life Commission declared.

Hollis, director of family and special moral 
concerns for the Nashville-based commis
sion, is one of 40 members appointed by Presi
dent Carter to serve on the National Advisory 
Committee for the White House Conference. 
He is the only Southern Baptist on the com
mittee.

Recommendations Hollis feels most 
Southern Baptists can support include those 
which oppose alcohol and drug abuse, support 
a television rating system aimed at curbing 
violence and pornography, and define the 
family as “a unit of two or more persons 
related by blood, heterosexual marriage, 
adoption, or extended families.”

Messengers to the Southern Baptist Con
vention annual meeting in June in St. Louis 
passed a resolution calling for the remaining 
White House Conferences on Families to af
firm the Biblical concept of the family and re
quested the Christian Life Commission to con
tinue to keep Southern Baptists informed 
about the conference.

The resolution also voiced disapproval of 
those recommendations of the conference’s 
Baltimore meeting which, the resolution 
charged, supported abortion and homosexual 
rights and undermined the Biblical concept of 
the family.

Hollis said the definition of the family 
recommended by the second White House 
Conference meeting in Minneapolis, June 
19-21, is more in line with Biblical family 
ideals.

“I, of course, do not agree with all of the 
recommendations of the Minneapolis con
ference,” Hollis stressed. “But there are 
many that I do support. Southern Baptists 
should affirm the positive values which come 
out of the White House Conference on 
Families,” he said.

According to Hollis, numerous Southern 
Baptists served as delegates to the first two 
conferences and others will be delegates to

Emery Farmer preaches 
in new post this Sunday

Emery 0. Farmer, pastor of First Baptist 
Church in Cornersville, has accepted the call 
of Cross Creek Baptist Church at Indian 
Mound. He will begin his service there on Sun
day, July 6.

Farmer, a native of Clarksville, served the 
Cornersville congregation for over eight 
years. He is a graduate of Belmont College in 
Nashville and earned a graduate degree from 
Middle Tennessee State University in Mur
freesboro.

the last conference July 10-12 in Los Angeles.
The number one affirmative vote-getter at 

the Minneapolis conference, he said, was a 
recommendation, passed 530 to 28, which 
called for public policies to help rather than 
hurt families.

The recommendation charged that few if 
any organizations or individuals ask how a 
policy might affect families. “As a result,” 
the recommendation reads, “many govern
ment policies are anti-family, including the 
marriage penalty in the income tax, foster 
care policies and Medicare payments which 
favor institutional care over family care, and 
welfare laws that require the father to leave 
home in order for his family to receive 
assistance.”

In a strong attack on alcohol abuse, the 
Minneapolis delegates passed a recommen
dation calling for a two percent tax to be 
levied on sales of alcoholic beverages and 
related license fees and asking that the tax 
revenues be kept in the counties for preven
tion and treatment programs.

The recommendation called also for the 
legal age for consumption of alcohol to be 
raised to 21 in every state and that legislation 
be enacted requiring labels on all alcoholic 
beverage containers warning of the dangers 
of consumption.

According to Hollis, other positive recom
mendations included support for equal hous
ing, child care assistance, the handicapped, 
and the aging.

Recommendations of all three White House 
Conferences will be sent to a 117-member Na
tional Task Force for consolidation into a 
single final report. As a member of the Na
tional Advisory Committee, Hollis will serve 
on the task force.

Attacks on Thailand occur 
north of Baptist efforts

BANGKOK, Thailand (BP) — Southern Baptist personnel doing relief work with 
Cambodian refugees have not been affected by the limited invasion of Vietnamese troops 
across the Cambodian border, a report from this area indicated June 25.

Earl G. Goatcher, Southern Baptist missionary heading up the relief efforts, said all 
10 Southern Baptist personnel now assisting in the work are at sites some distance south 
of the points where fighting has occurred. None appears to be in danger, he said.

“We do not believe Vietnam is planning an all-out invasion of Thailand,” he said in a 
telephone report to the Southern Baptist Foriegn Mission Board. Observers in Thailand, 
Goatcher said, believe that Vietnam launched the attacks June 23 to show it’s still in con
trol of the Thai-Cambodian border.

Initial reports said 18 Thai soldiers and 31 Vietnamese were killed as Vietnamese 
troops backed by artillery and tanks struck across the Thai border. Two refugee camps 
in the border area reportedly were overrun.

Most of the military activity, Goatcher said, is some distance from the southeastern 
area where Southern Baptists have concentrated their refugee relief efforts.

The Southern Baptist missionaries in Thailand planned to begin their annual mission 
meeting on Sunday, June 29, with discussion of Southern Baptists’ future role in refugee 
work on the agenda.

DAINGERFIELD, Tex. (BP) — Baptists in 
the small east Texas town of Daingerfield 
continue to mourn their dead and visit the 
wounded in area hospitals after a gunman 
burst into the Sunday morning worship ser
vice at First Baptist Church and opened fire 
on the congregation last week.

Five people were killed and 10 were wound
ed.

On Sunday, June 22, while the congregation 
was singing the third stanza of “More About 
Jesus,” Alvin Lee King III, a former high 
school geometry teacher, kicked open the 
doors, stormed into the packed auditorium 
screaming, “This is war,” and opened fire 
with an M-l carbine. He was dressed in full 
battle gear and carried additional semi
automatic rifles with fixed bayonets and two 
pistols.

Authorities said King, who was to go on trial 
the next morning on an incest charge, shot 
himself in the head after fighting with ushers 
and fleeing from the church. He is in 
Galveston's John Sealy Hospital and was 
reported in stable condition.

Residents speculated that his impending 
trial may have triggered the shooting spree. 
He reportedly had asked several members of 
the church to serve as character witnesses 
but they had refused.

Virgil Fielden, the 72-year-old associate 
pastor at the church who was to preach for the 
morning service, June 22, said a year or so 
ago a skit was staged in the church where 
several youths stormed into the church in a 
mock communist takeover and several people 
thought something similar was happening.

“Since the majority of the congregation 
believed that the man was play-acting they 
remained calm and seated. There was no 
panic, and I believe because of this fewer peo
ple were killed," said Dan Gilmore, music 
and education director at First Baptist 
Church.

In less than three minutes, the gunman shot 
down 15 church members attending the 11 
a.m. services.

Throughout the week, funeral wreaths 
adorned doorways and flags waved in silent 
tribute as Daingerfield shut down “in 
memory of our friends and loved ones.” Five 
funerals were held June 25 and 26 for the 
dead.

Mary Regina Linam was buried June 25, in 
DeKalb, Tex., amidst 700 friends and family. 
The seven-year-old girl was killed instantly 
when one of King’s bullets struck her in the 
back of the head.

Just three weeks before, Gina had profess
ed her faith in Jesus Christ and was awaiting 
baptism.

“Her faith is the only way I can stand here 
and offer you comfort,” Fielden told the 
mourners.

Services for Thelma Richardson, a 78-year- 
old widow, were conducted in the Dainger

field church concurrently with Gina Linam’s 
funeral in DeKalb.

That afternoon about one-third of the town’s 
residents filled the sanctuary and the base
ment of First Baptist Church to pay their last 
respects to Kenneth Truitt, father of four and 
grandfather of six.

“Many reporters have asked me if this inci
dent has altered my faith,” Norman Crisp, 
pastor of the church, told the mourners. “My 
answer is that this has increased my faith in 
the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ who is suf
ficient for all our needs.”

“This tragedy has also increased my faith 
in people and our local churches as all have 
responded to our every need and joined us in 
prayer for our loved ones,” said Crisp, who 
was ill on June 22, and did not attend the 
tragic service.

Crisp believes that the families and church 
will recover from this tragic event stronger 
than before. “I have been impressed with the 
courage of the families and believe that in 
their common sorrow they will find the 
strength to sustain them.”

Truitt and James Y. (Red) McDaniel were 
the two men who wrestled King out of the 
building, losing their lives in the struggle. 
McDaniel’s funeral was June 26, in the after
noon.

“These two men are our heroes who in a 
moment of danger had no thought for their 
own safety as they used their bodies as shields 
to protect others and died in the effort,” said 
Powell, a former pastor of First Baptist 
Church and now assistant to the president at 
Dallas Baptist College.

Gene Gandy was buried June 25. Powell 
said at Gandy’s funeral that the only way he 
made it through three grilling funerals in one 
day was that “Gene Gandy, like the others, 
had accepted the Lord. If he hadn’t, this 
would be a very dark time.”

Powell told the townspeople attending the 
funeral services that the most difficult test of 
their Christian faith would be “where you put 
King in your mind and heart and life and how 
you handle your words and actions towards 
this man.”

Before the incident, King and his wife, Gret
chen, lived on a small farm in Cass County. 
Until 1972, King had been a geometry and 
math teacher at Daingerfield High School. He 
abruptly quit and became a truck driver. He 
later earned a doctorate in psychology at 
East Texas State University and returned to 
the Daingerfield area.

Broadcasters hold 
congress in Italy

ROME, Italy — Pentecostals, Baptists,and 
independent groups of radio broadcasters, 
meeting in Rome with government and legal 
representatives during their first nationwide 
congress, discussed their status as noncom
mercial stations and the schedule of fees 
Christian stations must pay for copyrighted 
music.

Forty evangelical-owned radio stations 
were represented in the two-day meeting ar
ranged by Stanley Crabb, Southern Baptist 
missionary broadcaster in Rome.

The Society of Italian Authors and Editors 
(SIAE) and the broadcasters agreed to work 
out an arrangement concerning the fees of 
Christian stations must meet for copyright 
use. The group stressed that much of the 
music they play is in the public domain, and 
that music used for worship should not be 
taxed like popular music.

The broadcasters asked a representative 
from the Ministry of the Post Office and 
Telecommunications to develop a special 
category for their operations. Under a pro
posed law, there would be no provision for 
non-commercial stations, the Christian broad
casters and their future will be jeopardized if 
their stations arnot recognized as noncom
mercial (non-profit).

They also are seeking the right to broadcast 
on AM frequency as well as FM.
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EDITORIAL

The dream began in Jamestown
This week Americans will once again turn their 

thoughts to that historic event of July 4,1776, when the 
Declaration of Independence was publicly proclaim
ed in Philadelphia. In so doing, representatives from 
settlers scattered in 13 colonies along the eastern 
seaboard formally announced their intention to 
become a free nation — completely exempt from the 
control and heavy taxation of the British Empire.

As important as that event is in American 
history, it must be viewed in the context of a struggle 
for democracy that lasted 200 years.

The desire for democracy seems to have been 
brought to the New World by those who settled the 
first permanent colony in Jamestown, Va., in 1607. 
Until then, those who had come to the shores of this 
continent were explorers and opportunists, mainly 
concerned with claiming a portion of this new land for 
a European nation or taking the riches of this land 
back to Europe.

At Jamestown, the settlers came with the purpose 
of making a new life for themselves in a new land — 
free from the social, political, economic, and religious 
oppression they had faced in England.

During the next 126 years, England founded 13 
colonies along the Atlantic Ocean’s coast.

The foothold of democracy in America can be 
traced back to the first colony at Jamestown. In 1619 
these early settlers of Virginia formed their own 
House of Burgesses. In its early form, this body was 
little more than an agency of the Virginia Company, a 
London-based stock company which sought to profit 
from the agricultural products of Jamestown. 
However, the House of Burgesses gradually expanded 
its powers and became an important force in the 
struggle for self-government.

The next year (1620) a group of Pilgrims founded 
a colony in Plymouth, Mass., with the prime purpose 
of gaining religious freedom. Before their arrival, 
they had established self-government through the 
Mayflower Compact.

Another blow for religious freedom was struck in

1636 when Roger Williams and his followers founded 
Rhode Island.

As prosperity and affluence grew in the British 
Colonies, so did the desire for self-rule — which 
resulted in increased taxation and military control by 
the British authorities.

As early as 1676 — 100 years before the Declara
tion of Independence — rebellion was beginning to 
form. In that year, Nathaniel Bacon led a revolt 
against the oppressive British rule in Virginia.

Increasing criticism of this oppression brought 
about a dramatic event in 1734 when John Peter 
Zenger printed charges against the British governor 
in the New York Weekly Journal. In defending Zenger 
in his libel trial, Andrew Hamilton exclaimed, “This 
is not the cause of just one poor printer; it is the cause 
of liberty!” The jury’s verdict of “not guilty” 
established a powerful new aid to American liberty — 
freedom of the press.

That same year saw the birth of religious revival, 
“The Great Awakening,” in this nation. Led by such 
outstanding preachers as Jonathan Edwards, George 
Whitfield, and John Wesley, the movement not only 
focused on personal salvation, but also brought a 
sense of unity, an emphasis on individual worth, and a 
new desire for complete religious freedom.

Oppression of the colonists increased after 
England defeated France and Spain in 1763, since the 
new king of England, George III, could concentrate on 
the growing unrest of the Americans. Acts of rebellion 
were met with harsher restrictions.

Finally, the colonists had had enough. On July 2, 
1776, the Continental Congress approved a Declara
tion of Independence which justified rebellion on the 
basis of violation of God-given natural rights. Two 
days later the document was proclaimed.

An all-out War for Independence followed, with 
victory finally coming in 1781. Our Constitution, with 
its guarantee of religious freedom, was ratified in 
mid-1788 — fulfilling the dream of democracy that 
came to these shores with the Jamestown settlers.

Gfcero’s 
comment

By the editor
It is a rainy Sunday as I write these lines — 

but no one in middle Tennessee seems to 
mind! In fact, the early morning 
thunderstorms which doubtless affected at
tendance at worship services were the subject 
of praise and thanksgiving in many public 
prayers.

The reason for rejoicing was because it has 
been well over a month since there has been 
any appreciable rain in our area, resulting in 
a growth crisis for crops and lawns. Adding to 
the problem, the lack of rain had forced some 
water companies to ask citizens to curtail 
watering of lawns and gardens.

God’s creation is dependent on moisture 
derived from rain for the continuing 
reproduction of plant life. This is easily seen 
in the Biblical account of the creation of the 
world.

God had created the world in His six days, 
and then He rested. At that point, there was 
the potential for vegetative reproduction, 
because seeds were provided (Gen. 1:11). 
However, in Gen. 2:5 the Bible says “Now no 
shrub of the field was yet in the earth, and no 
plant of the field had yet sprouted, for the 
Lord God had not sent rain upon the earth” 
(NASV).

Throughout history God used rain to fulfill 
His purpose.

When it became necessary for God to 
destroy the world’s population because of its 
sin during the time of Noah, God sent a flood 
caused by 40 days of rain.

God used dreams to preserve His followers 
by rain — or rather the lack of it — during the 
time of Issac. God revealed through dreams 
of Joseph and of others which Joseph inter
preted the coming of a scvcn-ycar drought. 
This information and God’s intervention 
brought prosperity, rather than problems, for 
His children.

Generations later, when the children of 
Israel left Egypt for the Promised Land, they 
went with this promise, “And I will give you 
rain in their season, so that the land will pro
duce and the trees of the field will bear their 
fruit” (Lev. 16:4).
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My favorite Bible incident involving rain 
occurred when Elijah was God’s prophet in 
Israel.

Ahab had become king of Israel. He was the 
most evil king the nation had ever had, for I 
Kings 16:30 reports that he “did evil in the 
sight of the Lord above all that were before 
him.” On top of that, he married Jezebel, a 
worshipper of the false god Baal. She brought 
with her 450 prophets of Baal and 400 prophets 
of the groves (where Baal was worshipped) to 
live in Ahab’s palace. A temple was built in 
Samaria for Baal worship.

Since Baal was a “god” of nature and fer
tility that was supposed to cause things to 
grow, God had a masterful plan to get the at
tention of the Israelites — He had Elijah to 
proclaim that there would be no dew or rain. 
By the third year, there was famine.

The national unrest forced Ahab to seek out 
Elijah, who proposed the dramatic contest on 
Mount Carmel. Two altars were prepared for 
sacrifice — with everything but fire. Elijah 
challenged, “Call ye on the name of your 
gods, and I will call on the name of the Lord; 
and the God that answers by fire, let him be 
God” (I Kings 18:24). When Jehovah God sent 
fire from heaven, the whole nation repented 
and exclaimed, “The Lord He is the God."

After this victory, Elijah prayed, and a 
hand-shaped cloud quickly filled the sky with 
darkness — and there was a great rain!

Oh, I know that rain is caused by isobars, 
weather fronts, and high and low pressure 
systems, following a pattern established by 
God at creation. But there are times that God 
uses some things as common as rain to pro
duce grateful hearts.
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^etten^ to t^e &Utoi...
Letters on any religion-related subject are welcomed. Letters of over 300 words 
will not be used. Other letters may be shortened at the discretion of the editor. 
No unsigned letters will be printed, but writer’s name will be withheld for 
sufficient reason. Letters must contain complete address.

Wrong about schools
Dear editor:

Recently Don Touchton, former second 
vice-president of the Southern Baptist Con
vention, claimed that Baptist colleges and 
seminaries allow drugs, sex, drinking, and 
dancing to be a daily fare of sin’s 
smorgasbord on campus. We think it’s time 
for students and alumni of these unnamed col
leges and seminaries to set Touchton straight.

My husband and I are recent graduates of 
Southern Baptist schools. We have attended 
Mississippi College, Baylor University, 
Southern Baptist Theological Seminary, and 
New Orleans Baptist Theological Seminary. 
We feel that each school taught us to develop 
a moral and Biblical base for all our actions. 
We studied at these schools because they 
sought to educate our minds, not regulate our 
behavior. We think they strengthened our 
Christian convictions and provided a basis for 
Christian fellowship.

It is surprising to us that a man of 
Touchton’s position has assaulted our 
Southern Baptist schools, the homes that sup
ported our education, and the churches that 
recommended us to the seminaries.

In fact, we are offended that Touchton 
criticized our seminary and college friends 
who have sought to equip themselves for 
Christian service. These men and women did 
not participate in a daily smorgasbord of sin, 
but in a daily interaction with the Word of 
God, revealed through the Bible and 
historically interpreted.

It is our belief that Touchton has misin
formed many people and that he has not sup
ported his claims with facts or first-hand ex
periences of students and alumni.

Ellen Fleming-Hughes 
708 Schenley Rd.

Knoxville. TN 37923

Praises professors
Dear editor:

This is in regard to the letter written by 
Randy Skinner (May 21) about the liberal pro
fessors at New Orleans Baptist Theological 
Seminary.

As a Tennessean who has just completed his 
first year at this seminary, I feel the need to 
reply.

I have nothing but praise for every pro
fessor I have had. I am impressed and ap
preciative of the dedication these men have 
shown as they strive to prepare students like 
me to serve effectively. I am even more im
pressed by their love of the Lord and their 
understanding of the importance of their task.

I can assure you that you can be proud of 
the professors' at New Orleans Baptist 
Theological Seminary. Please continue to 
support them with your prayers as they strive 
to train those of us called into the ministry.

M. Emerson Wiles Jr.
4561 Providence Place 

New Orleans, LA 70126

Letters needed
Dear editor:

Mrs. William O. Tolbert, national WMU 
president of Liberia, is under house arrest. 
Her late husband, a Baptist minister, was 
killed during a military coup, which toppled 
him as president of Liberia.

Cyril Black, a Baptist layman in London, 
England, has offered to finance her resettle
ment in another country.

The Southern Baptist Convention in St. 
Louis passed a resolution asking for her 
release on humanitarian grounds.

Passing a resolution will do little good 
unless it is followed up. If a state WMU presi
dent here in our own country were imprisoned 
for political purposes, surely there would be a 
groundswell of opinion from Baptists, 

especially Baptist women.
A letter from you — regardless of your posi

tion in office — could be of help. Merely ask 
that she be freed on humanitarian grounds. 
Write in a courteous tone. It is not necessary 
to go into detail of the coup itself. Send your 
letter to Chief of State Samuel Doe. c/o 
Liberian Embassy, 5201 16th St. NW, 
Washington DC 20011.

Robert J. Hastings
P.O. Box 3486 

Springfield, IL 62708

Found what?
Dear editor:

On the back of cars and trucks are signs 
proclaiming, “I’ve found it.” From signs, 
crosses, and trees blaze the sign, “Jesus 
saves” and “Christ is the answer.”

You and I know what these mean, but for 
the non-Christian they mean zilch.

“I’ve found it” might mean any den of ini
quity.

“Jesus saves from what? My life is comfor
table.”

“Christ is the answer? To what question? 
I’ve found answers to all my problems, so who 
is the Christ character?”

I’m proud of the fact that I’m a Christian. I 
know that we must introduce those who don’t 
know Jesus Christ to Him and that the answer 
is Jesus Christ. But when are we going to 
advertise in a manner that will bring a mean
ingful message to the unbeliever?

B.B. Klima 
316 East Dr.

Oak Ridge, TN 37830

* Citizen’s Corner ** *By Jerry M. Self
Public affairs and Christian life 

consultant u.
Tennessee is one of five states where 

Southern Baptists account for one of every 
four residents. The other four states are
Alabama, Mississippi, Oklahoma, and South 
Carolina. In five other states Southern Bap
tists generally are found to be one in five. 
Those are Arkansas, 
Georgia, Kentucky, 
North Carolina, and 
Texas.

It is obvious from 
this information that 
throughout the South, 
Baptists have a strong 
voice. Those 10 states 
represent the southern 
quarter of the United 
States from Texas to 
the Atlantic Ocean, Self
except for Louisiana and Florida. Southern 
Baptists make up more than 10 percent of the 
combined population of those two states.

Southern Baptists are in a unique position 
for Baptists. Our emphases on the freedom of 
conscience and separation of church and state 
come from our minority heritage. Baptists 
have traditionally struggled to secure the 
right to worship in a state church. This 
heritage has been our contribution to the 
United States. Religious freedom, so cherish
ed here, is the envy of other nations.

But our sheer numbers in the South make us 
an informal established church. Often when a 
people gain power, they sometimes forget the 
painful past or others who are still in a 
minority status.

As we face a national celebration of our in
dependence, it would be well for us to ask 
what sort of stewards have we been of our 
political power and of our freedom-of- 
conscience heritage?

These are questions we dare not ignore.

Madison church 
opens new school

Members of First Baptist Church in 
Madison voted last month to open an elemen
tary school in the church’s educational 
facilities this fall.

Bob Hammer, pastor, told Baptist and 
Reflector the school will open with grades one 
through four and then extend to grades one 
through six. Eventually, the school’s board of 
Christian education plans to operate through 
high school.

School officials stated the school will be ful
ly accredited by the State of Tennessee and 
the Southern Association of Schools. State ac
creditation should be gained sometime this 
year, Hammer said. The school will also be a 
member of the Southern Baptist Association 
of Christian Schools.

The pastor said the board hopes to name an 
administrator for the school by Aug. 1. 
Jeanette Ellison, a member of the Madison 
congregation, is serving as interim coor
dinator until then. David Huggins, Nashville, 
is chairman of the board for the school.

Tuition will run $900 a year with a $100 
registration fee and an initial testing fee of 
$25. The school has an open admission policy, 
Hammer said.

Midwestern student
starts Tenn, ministry

Arthur Wells, a student at Midwestern Bap
tist Theological Seminary, Kansas City, Mo., 
accepted his first Tennessee pastorate recent
ly. He is leading the congregation of Union 
Baptist Church in Wartburg.

A native of Ohio, Wells attended Ottawa 
University CWC College extension in Kansas 
City. He earned the diploma in theology from 
Midwestern.

While he was a student, he served as pastor 
of two half-time churches in Saline Associa
tion.

New lesson writers named
Two new writers have been named to write 

Sunday School lesson commentaries for the 
Baptist and Reflector during the next 
quarter.

James M. Porch Jr., pastor of First Baptist 
Church, Tullahoma, will write the Life and 
Work series commentary, and Stephen 
Byrum, assistant professor at Chattanooga 
State Community College and pastor of 
Lookout Mountain Baptist Church, will pro
vide the Bible Book series commentary. The 
first lesson for both writers appear in this 
issue of Baptist and Reflector.

Porch, currently a member of the Ten
nessee Baptist Executive Board, is a native of 
Mississippi and was pastor of churches in 
Mississippi and Louisiana before coming to 
Tennessee. While in Mississippi, he served as 
president of the Historical Commission of the 
Mississippi Baptist Convention.

He served as moderator of the Duck River 
Baptist Association, 1977-79, and has led 
numerous conferences at Ridgecrest and 
Glorieta Baptist Conference Centers. He is 
the author of several books and many ar
ticles.

The graduate of Mississippi College, Clin
ton, is married to Lynn Sullivan, daughter of 
Mr. and Mrs. James Sullivan of Nashville. 
Sullivan is former president of the Southern 
Baptist Sunday School Board.

Porch is also a graduate of New Orleans 
Baptist Theological Seminary where he earn
ed a master of divinity and a doctor of 
theology degree.

Byrum has been pastor of Lookout Moun
tain Baptist Church since May and has taught 
at Chattanooga State Community College 
since 1974.

A native of Athens, Byrum is a graduate of 
Tennessee Wesleyan College, Athens, and 
Southern Baptist Theological Seminary, 
Louisville. He also holds an M.A. and a Ph.D. 
degree from the University of Tennessee, 
Knoxville. He taught philosophy at the 
University of Tennessee for four years.

While involved in undergraduate and 
graduate work, Byrum served as pastor of 
Wetmore Baptist Church, Delano; Chestua

j Personal a
j perspective |
n BY TOM MADDEN ft 
Q TBC executive secretary u

A heartwarming experience for me is to re
count some of the things Jesus has done in my 
past. My next thought is of what He is doing at 
the present. My happiness increases still 
more when I recognize what He will do in the 
future.

Another facet to this 
line of thought 
underlines what Jesus 
would not do. This also 
warms my heart.

For example, He 
would not yield to 
temptation. His temp
tation experiences 
were real, but never 
did He succumb.

He performed many
miracles, but always to bless and to help. He 
would not perform miracles, even though 
called upon, if the purpose was not within the 
will of God.

He would not use force to accomplish His 
purpose. His disciples might implore Him to 
call down fire upon His adversaries, but He 
would not. He commanded Peter to put up his 
sword when the mob came to take Him to 
Calvary.

He refused to escape suffering. As the 
perfect Son of God, He was more sensitive to 
all types of suffering than anyone who ever 
lived. He could have avoided it, but He refus
ed to do so.

What if He had come down from the cross? I 
am grateful for the refusals of Jesus!

Baptist Church, Madisonville; First Baptist 
Church, Decatur; and Waddy Baptist Church, 
Waddy, Ky.

Before accepting his present pastorate, he 
was pastor of Falling Water Baptist Church, 
Hixson, for three years. He is the author of 
numerous published articles.

Byrum is married to the former Phyllis 
Hughes of Athens.

Emeritus missionary 
Edith Allen dies

WINGATE, N.C. - Edith Ayers Allen, 
emeritus Southern Baptist missionary to 
South Brazil, died last month at Union 
Memorial Hospital, Monroe, N.C.

Mrs. Allen, 87, served as a teacher in Bap
tist schools in Rio de Janeiro, Brazil, for more 
than 40 years. She and her husband, William, 
were married on the mission field. They were 
both appointed in 1921 as single missionaries. 
They retired in 1962.

Prior to her retirement, she headed the Bi
ble department of the South Brazil Baptist 
Training School; taught religion courses in 
the girls’ department of Shepard Baptist Col
lege; served as president and corresponding 
secretary of the Woman’s Missionary Union 
in the former Federal District, now the state 
of Guanabara; and compiled and translated 
textbooks for the courses she taught.

In addition, she prepared two books of 
children’s songs and wrote a mission study 
book. Keys to Brazil.

She is survived by her husband, who resides 
in Wingate.
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Church's love aids wife of suicide victim
By Linda Lawson

NASHVILLE (BP) - On the way to a Satur
day afternoon movie with his wife and seven- 
year-old daughter Heather, Tom Armour ran 
out of the will to survive.

He pulled his car to the shoulder along 
Interstate-265, overcame his wife’s struggles 
to hold him in the vehicle, and leaped from the 
bridge into the waters of the Cumberland 
River. His body was recovered 200 yards 
downstream the next day.

No stranger to bridges and efforts to end his 
own life, Armour, a former paratrooper, had 
once plunged into the river from the Shelby 
Street Bridge here, only to survive. On his se
cond attempt on a sunny June afternoon, he 
never returned to the river’s surface.

Within hours after witnessing her 
husband’s death, Penny Armour began to 
receive an outpouring of love from members 
of her Sunday School department at First 
Baptist Church of Nashville — married young 
adults on a deliberate journey to be a caring 
Christian community.

One teacher made three phone calls and 
had pledges of $300 to be used in any way 
Penny needed. That was only the beginning of 
the monetary gifts.

The home of the department outreach 
leader, Mary Alice McMaines, also became

China invites Christians
to teach immunization

WASHINGTON (BP) - The People’s 
Republic of China has invited Brother’s 
Brother Foundation, an interfaith medical 
group at Pittsburgh, Pa., to come to China to 
instruct Chinese health workers in the use of 
modern jet immunization techniques.

Robert A. Hingson, a Baptist deacon, physi
cian, and founder-director of the BBF, made 
that announcement at the offices of the Bap
tist World Alliance which sponsored his 
round-the-world medical survey in 1958 and 
has helped finance immunization projects on 
four continents since that time.

Hingson and his colleagues Thomas Welty, 
also a physician, toured China April 26-May 
13, studying Chinese medicine and sharing 
details of preventive medicine programs. 
They demonstrated jet immunization techni
ques, and presented the Chinese health 
ministry with six immunization injectors as a 
gift from the Baptist World Alliance.

Qian Xien, the Chinese minister of health, 
and a group of 10 Chinese medical scientists 
returned Hingson’s visit in June. They stop
ped at the Brother’s Brother offices in Pitt
sburgh, and convened again with Hingson in 
association with Chinese embassy officials at 
Washington June 19.

The jet injector — which propels vaccine by 
air pressure rather than a needle — was 
developed by Hingson in the 1950s, and has 
been widely used by World Health Organiza
tion in its successful crusade eradicating 
smallpox from the earth.

Hingson nicknamed the pistol-shaped in
strument a “peace gun” after a youngster he 
met in the Philippines on his 1958 tour ex
claimed, “It’s not a bad gun. It makes people 
well. It’s a pistola de la paz (pistol of peace).”

On his April-May trip to China, Hingson 
said he and Welty found the Chinese health 
ministry vitally interested in the welfare of its 
people, especially children subject to con
tagious diseases.

“They have their own vaccines and have 
made good progress in the field of preventive 
medicine,” he said.

“They are eager to add the peace gun to 
their arsenal, because it is capable of injec
ting vaccines into the flesh at a rate of 3,000 an 
hour. This is more than enough speed to inject 
every person in a fast walking line, and will 
be a big step forward in reaching China’s 
large population.”

Since 1977, Brother’s Brother has worked 

home for Penny and Heather for the next 
three days. Department director Bob Taylor 
spared Penny the pain of a trip to the morgue 
to identify Tom’s body.

Along with the gifts, love, and concern, 
some members also verbalized unanswerable 
questions as to whether they had done enough 
when Tom was among them.

Jim Shull was teaching the last day Tom 
was in Sunday School. The lesson title for 
June 15 was “Death: End or Beginning.” And 
passages in the gospel of John and I Corin
thians were assurances that, death, for a 
Christian, is not the end but the beginning of a 
richer, fuller life.

Usually silent in class, Tom spoke up that 
Sunday to say he believed people should learn 
to live one day at a time.

In a large sense, Shull noted, “We’re all in 
the business of trying to help people feel good 
about themselves. We tried to do this with 
Tom. If we had known the seriousness of his 
problems we would have tried harder.”

On Friday, June 20, with only 24 hours left 
in his life, Tom visited his wife at her place of 
work at the Baptist Sunday School Board. He 
was deeply upset. She persuaded him to talk 
with Chester Russell, a teacher in their Sun
day School department, and a board staffer.

During their conversations Tom expressed 

with the Baptist World Alliance, Rotary Inter
national, UNICEF and the World Health 
Organization in pilot projects immunizing 
children of selected developing nations 
against the prevalent diseases of measles, 
diphtheria, whooping cough, polio, tetanus, 
tuberculosis, and typhoid. The project was 
tied into the United Nations’ observance of 
The Year of the Child in 1979.

The child immunization program is the 
same style pilot approach Brother’s Brother 
initiated with a crusade against smallpox dur
ing an epidemic in Liberia in 1962. Masses of 
Liberians were vaccinated in town squares, 
at soccer stadiums, at helicopter pads in the 
bush and at highway roadblocks. As a result 
smallpox disappeared from that West African 
nation.

World Health Organization carried the 
smallpox project to other nations in Africa 
and Asia until WHO officials announced in Oc
tober 1979 that “one of mankind’s greatest 
scourges, smallpox, has been completely 
eliminated and will not return.”

The immunization kits recently 
demonstrated to the Chinese include three 
styles of the gun — a medijet, a derma jet and 
a pedojet. They vary in capacity. Hingson 
also demonstrated a newly designed ice chest 
which will keep vaccines sufficiently cold up 
to five days in tropical conditions.

Baptists unite for evangelism 
in Bolivia, Tennessean reports

COCHABAMBA, Bolivia — About 300 Baptists from all parts of Bolivia gathered 
here for the first National Evangelistic Congress, part of a three-year evangelization 
program sponsored by two Baptist groups in Bolivia.

“It was a colorful and interesting scene,” said Baptist Missionary Lamar Tribble, a 
native of Chattanooga. “The dark-skinned Indian people of the highlands met together 
with their Baptist brothers of European descent from the hot flatlands of Bolivia.”

Tribble and his wife Betsy, both graduates of Carson-Newman College, Jefferson Ci
ty, were one of two couples to begin Southern Baptist work in Bolivia last summer at the 
invitation of Bolivian Baptists. Canadian Baptists have worked, especially in western 
Bolivia, since 1898 and relate to the Bolivian Baptist Union. For nearly 30 years, 
Brazilian Baptists have worked in eastern Bolivia, within the framework of a second 
group, the Bolivian Baptist Convention.

The year the Tribbles arrived (1979), Bolivian Baptists joined forces to launch a 
three-year program of evangelism, using the theme “Bolivia for Christ.”

“Inspiration was at a high peak during those days of the congress,” Tribble said, 
“especially when plans were made to meet together again in two years to celebrate 
God’s victory in Bolivia!”

MOMENTS AFTER TRAGEDY — Penny Armour sits on her cor hood moments after 
her husband jumped from a bridge into Nashville's Cumberland River.

pride in his parents and three brothers and his 
love for Penny, Heather, and for the Lord.

Assurances of Tom’s love for her and of his 
eternal salvation were healing for Penny.

“I really feel uplifted. I know the Lord is 
holding me up in a special way to take care of 
the things that need to be done right now,” she 
said before departing for Coral Gables, Fla., 
where Tom’s funeral and burial were held. 
She and Heather then journeyed on to 
Ecuador to be with Penny’s parents who are 
Wycliffe Bible translators.

Tom Armour’s death is not the first time the 
group has rallied to the side of a member. 
Within the last two years, one couple’s home 
has flooded, another couple came home one 
evening to find their infant child had died 
mysteriously, and others have experienced

Baptists in Detroit prepare 
for Republican Convention

DETROIT — Motor City Southern Baptists 
plan to roll out the welcome mat when 
delegates from across the country gather for 
the Republican Convention here July 14-17.

Central points of Baptist hospitality will be 
a booth at the convention headquarters and a 
downtown mission center, where volunteers 
will provide a variety of services to the 
visitors, explained Lajry Martin, director of 
missions for Greater Detroit Baptist Associa
tion.

The booth will be on the third level of the 
Plaza Hotel in Renaissance Center — a hub of 
activity for some 20,000 delegates expected to 
attend the convention, Martin said.

The only Christian booth among more than 
80 entries, it will open Saturday, July 12, at 
noon, he said.

MOW

narrow brushes with death among family 
members.

Russell said the goal of the group is to be a 
Biblically based, accepting, caring 
fellowship. “We’re moving in the direction of 
a higher level of Christian comradeship. This 
can begin in a small group and it can pervade 
a whole church.”

As to what he would teach the next few Sun
days, Russell didn’t know yet. “The lessons 
we’ve been studying are so in harmony with 
what’s happening in the group,” he said.

However, instead of moving to a new Scrip
ture, Russell said previous Sunday’s text in I 
Thessalonians may say the most to a group 
which has ministered to the living in the midst 
of the tragic death of a fellow Christian — We 
“do not grieve as those who have no hope.”

Volunteers will sell Bibles, New 
Testaments, and message buttons and give 
away portions of Scripture. They also will 
give delegates information about churches of 
various denominations in the area and pro
vide free transportation to Southern Baptist 
churches on Sunday.

“Contact persons” will mingle with crowds 
in the headquarters and witness in the course 
of natural conversation, Martin said.

The Baptist Center, downtown home of 
Christian social ministries programs and 
associational offices, will open Sunday after
noon with a reception for delegates, he added. 
Vans will transport visitors from the hotel to 
the center and back.

“The center will be open during the conven
tion from 9 a.m. to 10 p.m.,” Martin said. “It 
will be for anyone who wants to get away 
from the hustle and bustle of convention ac
tivities. We’ll provide refreshments, and we 
hope to have a wide-screen television on 
which they can watch the proceedings.”

Through the booth and the center, Detroit 
Southern Baptists hope to reach five objec
tives, he said.

“We want to provide an opportunity for 
Christian contact and fellowship, and we hope 
to identify ourselves with Southern Baptist 
delegates who attend the convention,” he ex
plained.

“Also, we want to provide a Christian 
witness as appropriate opportunities arise. 
We plan to provide general services such as 
transportation and a chaplain service. And 
we want to provide delegates with informa
tion which will help them identify with basic 
issues of concern to the Southern Baptist Con- 
v e n t i o n .
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Ridgecrest speakers relate 
Russian evangelism efforts

RIDGECREST, N.C. (BP) - Russian 
believers are taught before baptism they 
ought to be “small Billy Grahams” in sharing 
Christ with others, a Russian Baptist leader 
told an overflow crowd at the Southern Bap
tist Foreign Missions Conference here.

Alexei M. Bichkov said he believes Russian 
Baptists can contribute a special concern for 
evangelism, unity, and mutual understanding 
to the world fellowship of Baptists.

He and Jakov Doukhonchenko, who also ad
dressed a responsive crowd at the Foreign 
Missions Conference at Ridgecrest (N.C.) 
Baptist Conference Center, received a stan
ding ovation of welcome.

They joined hands during an area con
ference as the group sang “Blest Be the Tie 
That Binds.”

Bichkov is general secretary of the All- 
Union Council of Evangelical Christians- 
Baptists in the USSR, and Doukhonchenko is 
the council’s vice-president and superinten
dent (executive director) for the Ukraine, 
which has about half of Russia’s Baptists. 
Churches in the All-Union Council have more 
than a half-million members.

The two Russian leaders, on their way to 
the Baptist World Congress to be held July 
8-13 in Toronto, Canada, discussed Southern 
Baptist missions and life for Baptists in the 
USSR.

Doukhonchenko, also pastor of Kiev Baptist 
Church, expressed gratitude to Foreign Mis
sion Board leaders for inviting the two to take 
part in the conference for the first time. He 
said that, though they had heard much about 
the work of the board, they were now even 
more impressed with the “tremendous work 
of missionaries in many countries.” They will

SBC agencies join forces 
to battle hunger problem
NASHVILLE (BP) — Four Southern Bap

tist Convention agencies have joined forces to 
introduce a continuing plan to help the 
13.4-million Southern Baptists combat world 
hunger.

Supported by the Foreign Mission, Home 
Mission and Sunday School Boards and coor
dinated by the Christian Life Commission, the 
plan includes the distribution of 40,000 world 
hunger packets. One packet will be sent to 
each Southern Baptist pastor and minister of 
education and to denominational leaders.

Foy Valentine, executive director of the 
Christian Life Commission, said the packet is 
designed to help Southern Baptists develop a 
concerted and unified response to world 
hunger.

“Southern Baptist response to world hunger 
has increased dramatically since the 1970s,” 
he said. “Sensitivity to hunger has been grow- 

Floridian named 
to missions post

A Florida pastor has been named to lead the 
work for Riverside Association in Tennessee, 
according to a recent announcement from 
Leslie Baumgartner, TBC director of mis
sions.

Winburn C. Davis, pastor of Parkway Bap
tist Church in Plantation, begins his work in 
Livingston this week.

The Alabama native is a graduate of Austin 
Peay State University in Clarksville and 
earned the master of divinity degree from 
Southeastern Baptist Theological Seminary 
in Wake Forest, N.C. He is currently pursuing 
a doctor of ministry degree.

Before assuming the Florida pastorate, he 
led congregations in Durham and King, N.C. 
and Flag Pond and Springfield, Tenn.

Louis Wilson, former director of missions in 
Riverside, left Tennessee last winter to 
assume the pastorate of Hillcrest Baptist 
Church in north Chicago.

now be better able to understand the work and 
to encourage fellow Baptists in Russia to pray 
for the Southern Baptist missions effort, he 
said.

Russian Baptists emphasize the impor
tance of baptism and church membership, he 
said. Candidates for baptism are carefully ex
amined by deacons and ministers of the 
church. The average age for baptism is 18. 
Another priority of churches is to educate 
young people in the Christian style of life. 
Such careful training is one reason there are 
few divorces among Baptists, Doukhon
chenko believes.

Of persons seeking baptism in Russia, an 
increasing number — perhaps 30 to 40 percent 
— grew up in non-Christian families. Bichkov 
believes that attempts to create a Russian 
society without God were in opposition to the 
way of life of most Russians. With a Christian 
history of almost 1,000 years, Russians see 
Christianity in art, culture, music, and 
various other aspects of daily life. “The spirit 
of God continues to live among the people," 
Bichkov said.

Baptists of the All-Union Council have gone 
on record as believing that, despite the 
historical connection between socialism and 
atheism, socialism does not have to be 
atheistic. Bichkov, who is also a pastor of 
Moscow Baptist Church, explained that Bap
tists of the council want to cooperate with the 
government in things that do not compromise 
their Christian beliefs and want the 
authorities to leave them free to live their 
Christian lives. He sees increasing openness 
to the gospel because, he says, constitutional 
changes now guarantee freedom of cons
cience.

ing and our gifts for hunger through the 
Foreign and Home Mission Boards have 
substantially increased.”

Southern Baptist gifts to world hunger 
jumped from $81,000 in 1971 to more than 
$3-million in 1979.

“But the hunger crisis has not abated and 
millions are still suffering from and dying 
from starvation,” Valentine said. “Our pro
gress has been small in the face of the great 
moral challenge of world hunger.”

Building on the observance of World 
Hunger Day, set on the denominational calen
dar by the SBC for Aug. 6,1980, the plan offers 
suggestions for a church-wide prayer service, 
world hunger sermons, ways to witness 
through hunger relief, and a seven-point plan 
of action for individual church members.

David Sapp, director of organization for the 
Christian Life Commission and coordinator 
for the world hunger project, said one of the 
primary reasons many Southern Baptists 
have not given adequate response to world 
hunger is the common feeling that one person 
can do very little about such an enormous pro
blem.

Guidelines designed by the four Southern 
Baptist Conventon agencies call for in
dividuals to respond by praying about hunger, 
giving through the Foreign and Home Mission 
Boards to help the hungry, engaging in 
hunger education activities, exercising 
responsible Christian citizenship on behalf of 
the hungry, and becoming involved with 
hungry persons in the community.

The plan encourages Southern Baptists to 
give their gifts to world hunger through their 
local churches.

“Offerings may be designated by the in
dividual for the hunger relief fund of either 
the Foreign Mission Board or the Home Mis
sion Board or a percentage may be given to 
each,” Sapp explained. “If the individual 
does not specify where the gift is to go, this 
decision may be made by the church or the 
state convention,” he said.

TRAINING — Billy Ward (left), Memphis State University, recently attended a 
training conference for Baptist Student Union leaders at the Sunday School 
Board's national student ministries. Discussing the meeting with Ward is Charles 
Rossell, NSM director.

House panel to hold 
hearings on school prayer

WASHINGTON (BP) — A congressional 
subcommittee will begin hearings in July on a 
proposal to remove the subject of prayer in 
public schools from the jurisdiction of federal 
courts, including the U.S. Supreme Court, 
Baptist Press has learned.

Reliable sources report that U.S. Rep. 
Robert W. Kastenmeier, chairman of the 
House Subcommittee on Courts, Civil Liber
ties and the Administration of Justice, told his 
colleagues on the panel that he will announce 
the hearings soon.

Kastenmeier, who opposes the removal of 
the school prayer controversy from federal 
courts, has kept the proposal, S.450, bottled up 
for nearly a year and a half. Another key 
House opponent is Peter W. Rodino Jr., chair
man of the House Judiciary Committee, the 
parent panel to Kastenmeier’s subcommittee.

Kastenmeier’s hearings will likely take 
some of the steam out of the feverish efforts in 
the House to discharge the subcommittee 
from its jurisdiction over the bill and bring it 
directly to the floor for a vote, according to 
John W. Baker, general counsel of the Baptist 
Joint Committee on Public Affairs.

Led by Rep. Philip M. Crane, the discharge 
petition effort has gathered momentum in re
cent weeks, with the latest reliable count of 
names on the list at 177. To succeed, the 
discharge petition must be signed by 218 
members of the House.

Some congressmen have signed the peti
tion, Baker believes, because they feel the 
subcommittee should hold hearings on the 
issue.

First, Paris 
calls pastor

The congregation of First Baptist Church in 
Paris has called an Alabama pastor to lead 
them, effective Aug. 17. Thomas H. Walker, 
pastor of Hillsboro Heights Baptist Church in 
Huntsville accepted the call. He has served 
the Huntsville congregation for 11 years.

A native of Greenville, Miss., he is a 
graduate of Mississippi College in Clinton and 
holds the master of divinity degree from 
Southern Baptist Theological Seminary, 
Louisville. He is currently working toward 
the doctor of ministry degree from Southern.

Prior to his service at Alabama, he led 
churches in Indiana, Illinois, and Kentucky. 
For two years, he served with the Southern 
Baptist Home Mission Board as director of 
missions in Springfield, Ill.

Active in denominational and community 
service, he was a member of the Executive 
Boards of the Illinois, Kentucky, and 
Alabama Baptist state conventions. He was a 
member of several associational committees 
and served as moderator and vice-moderator.

Walker succeeds Carroll Owen who became 
director for the Tennessee Baptist Convention 
ministries division in April 1979.

Acting in April 1979, the U.S. Senate approv
ed the measure as an amendment to a bill 
dealing with Supreme Court jurisdiction after 
Senate Majority Leader Robert C. Byrd, a 
Baptist had it removed from another bill 
creating the new Department of Education.

Byrd’s deft parliamentary move both in
sured Senate passage of the Department of 
Education bill and attached the jurisdiction 
amendment to a lesser measure. It seemed to 
spell the end of the latest effort by Sen. Jesse 
Helms to circumvent the Supreme Court’s 
landmark 1962 and 1963 decisions forbidding 
state-sponsored prayer and Bible reading in 
public schools.

Helms, also a Baptist, has long led the fight 
in Congress to reverse those rulings. In, 
previous sessions of Congress, he sought un- 
successfully an amendment to the Constitu
tion allowing “voluntary” prayer in public 
schools.

But supporters of the high court decisions 
have pointed out that the disputed rulings, 
decided by 8 to 1 and 9 to 0 margins, did not 
forbid voluntary prayer in schools.

Baptist groups have been at the forefront of 
the battle to preserve the high court rulings, 
working through the Washington-based Bap
tist Joint Committee on Public Affairs.

The Southern Baptist Convention passed a 
new resolution on the subject at its recent St. 
Louis session, calling on Congress to resist all 
efforts to reverse the effect of the high court 
rulings.

In addition, the general board of the 
American Baptist Churches in the U.S.A, 
passed an emergency resolution in mid-June 
supporting the Supreme Court decisions and 
opposing “any attempt through legislation or 
other means to circumvent” those rulings.

Johnson City native 
takes new pastorate

L. Gale Lyon, pastor of Euclid Avenue Bap
tist Church in Knoxville for almost six years, 
is serving as pastor of Calvary Baptist 
Church in Oak Ridge.

The former Virginia pastor has led con
gregations in Bedford, Va.; and also in Roan 
Mountain and Flag Pond, Tenn. He has been 
active in associational work in both states, 
serving as president and vice-president of 
pastors’ conferences and as a member and 
chairman of several committees. Also he was 
a member of the Central Virginia Drug Abuse 
Council.

A native of Johnson City, he attended East 
Tennessee State University there and Carson- 
Newman College in Jefferson City. He also 
obtained extension credits through 
Southwestern Baptist Theological Seminary 
and the Seminary Extension Department, 
Southern Baptist Convention.
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ACROSS

1 The lion shall eat it 
(Isa. 65:25)

6 Lilies don’t do it 
(Luke 12:27)

10 Brie or Edam
11 “grevious — ” 

(Acts 20)
13 State: abbr.
14 The Indian mulberry
15 Cake, of a kind
16 The swordfish
17 Son of Haman

(Esth. 9:8)
19 Implanted by nature
21 It does not die

(Mark 9:44)
22 Large vessel
24 House (Amos 1:5)

25 “It----- that the 
word” (Acts 13)

28 Me and you
29 Kind of doctor: abbr.
30 “the — of the Lord” 

(Mic. 2)
38 Celebes ox
39 Church veil
40 “they — no candle” 

(Rev. 22)
42 Meal container

(1 Ki. 17:12)
44 “holy in all — of con

versation” (1 Pet. 1)
46 For example: abbr.
47 Kind of skin
48 Historical period
49 Common prefix
50 Mail again

CRYPTOVERSE
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Today’s Cryptoverse clue: U equals I

WOLFE BROS. & CO.
1 PINEY FLATS, TENN.
Id Manufacturers of DISTINCTIVE

> CHURCH FURNITURE

To change or correct 
your address

Attach in this space your address 
label found on the front page of your 
latest copy of the BAPTIST AND 
REFLECTOR. Please give your new 
address below—including your zip 
code. When changing address, please 
give two weeks notice. Please write, 
do not call address changes to insure 
accuracy.

All correspondence relating 
to your subscription
should be accompanied by our address 
label. If you are receiving duplicate 
copies, please send both labels.

Address all requests to:

BAPTIST AND REFLECTOR
Post Office Box 347

Brentwood, Tennessee 37027

Name _________________________
Pleas© Print

Address _______________________

City ___________________________

Sfate Zip Code

52 They covered the face 
(Prov. 24:31; sing.)

54 Norse god: poss.
55 Hebrew vowel-point

DOWN

1 “a — of things to 
come” (Col. 2)

2 Tellurium: abbr.
3 Kingdoms
4 Large sporecases
5 “till-------- the 

servants” (Rev. 7)
6 “not — angry”

(Tit. 1)
7 Freshmen at West 

Point
8 Number: Rom.
9 “now is our salvation

—” (Rom. 13)
10 talon
11 “in a long----- ” 

(Mark 16)
12 Weather word
18 Constellation
20 Harem room
23 Kind of current: 

abbr.
26 Knot in wood
27 Seaport: abbr.
30 Pole or spar in 

Scotland
31 Wild ass
32 Neither’s companion
33 Place of the sepulchre 

(John 19:41)
34 “— ye therefore” 

(Matt. 28:19)
35 Natural.
36 Wine: comb, form
37 “eye of a —”

(Mark 10)
41 Hard in Glasgow
43 Long time: pl.
45 Land measures
51 Continent: abbr.
53 Terbium: symbol
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Midwestern concludes 
fund-raising effort

ST. LOUIS — The national alumni luncheon 
of Midwestern Baptist Theological Seminary 
was highlighted here by multi-media presen
tation, the election of new officers, and the an
nouncement of the successful completion of 
the institutioris first fund-raising effort.

The fund-raising effort will provide addi
tional funds needed to complete a Child 
Development Center, a facility designed to 
provide day care for preschoolers of 
seminary students. The center now stands 
structurally complete and will be ready for 
use in the fall.

Robert Meade, pastor of First Baptist 
Church, Lee’s Summit, Mo., was elected 
alumni president for 1980-81, and John Good
win, pastor of Broadmoor Baptist Church, 
Baton Rough, La., was chosen president
elect.

The alumni also approved proposed 
guidelines to establish an alumnus of the year 
award, to recognize and honor alumni for 
significant contributions to the Christian 
ministry.

The luncheon, which attracted almost 300, 
was held at the Bel Air Hilton in conjunction 
with the Southern Baptist Convention.

DIAL call 1-800-446-7400
VA. Call Collect 804-797-3277

BOWLING UNITED INDUSTRIES

By Jim Griffith
The approach of July 4th and the practice in some parts of the country of making 

noisy use of fireworks for the celebration provides a good excuse to discuss our 
“firecracker faith.”

The dictionary says “a firecracker is a paper cylinder containing an explosive and a 
fuse and is discharged to make a noise.” Or, in other words, a firecracker is a small, 
noisy imitation of the dynamic Christian faith it ought to be. We have just enough power 
“to make a noise,” but not enough for any progressive, permanent value.

As someone has labeled it: We talk a dynamic religion and then go on living 
firecracker lives. :

Never has our world more desperately needed the explosive power of genuine Chris
tian faith. And nothing could do more for our spiritual appearance than having our faith 
lifted.

Bishops and deacons
By Herschel H. Hobbs

“The office of a bishop...the office of a 
deacon." — 1 Timothy 3:1, 13

In his address to the church in Philippi, 
Paul included “the bishops and deacons” 
(1:1). Assuming that Acts 6 relates the origin 
of the office of deacons, the order is the 
aspostles and the deacons. In 1 Timothy 3 
when giving the qualifications for the respec
tive offices, Paul dealt first with that of the 
bishop, and second with that of the deacon. 
The order is significant.

We have noted previously that the word for 
“bishop” means overseer. “Deacon” comes 
from the word used for the lowest order of 
slaves. In the New Testament bishops over
saw the work of deacons to see that they did it 
properly. They were not bosses but leaders 
and supervisors. (Final authority rested in 
the congregation, Acts 6:3, 5-6.) But the office 
of bishop did rank above that of the deacon. 
This is suggested in the order in which they 
are listed as shown above — bishops and 
deacons.

However, through the years, due to no one’s 
particular design, a gradual drift has taken 
place. So that in many churches the order is 
reversed. The deacons supervise the work of 
the bishop to see that he does his work proper
ly. Unfortunately we have come to use the 
term “Board of Deacons.” It is a short step 
from that to the idea that this group is a 
“Board of Directors,” at times acting without 
the leadership of the bishop or the authority of 
the congregation. The results are damaging 
to the spirit and cooperation of the church 
family.

If a church chooses to follow such a pattern, 
it should recognize that it is by tradition, not 
by the authority of the New Testament. In 
such cases Baptists cannont censure Roman 
Catholicism which plainly admits to two

Southwestern grants 
three alumni awards

ST. LOUIS — Presentation of the 1980 
distinguished alumni to three personalities 
highlighted the national Southwestern Baptist 
Theological Seminary alumni luncheon here 
June 11.

Receiving the awards were Jimmy R. 
Allen, president of the Southern Baptist Radio 
and Television Commission, Fort Worth; 
S.M. Lockridge, pastor of the Calvary Baptist 
Church, LaMesa, Calif.; and R. Keith Parks, 
president of the Southern Baptist Foreign 
Mission Board, Richmond.

The three were recognized for distinguished 
denominational service and loyalty to the 
seminary at Fort Worth.

D.L. Lowrie, pastor of First Baptist 
Church, Texarkana, Tex., was elected presi
dent of the 36,000-member national alumni 
association for 1980-81. Other officers are 
Charles Fuller, pastor of First Baptist 
Church, Roanoke, Va.; president-elect, and 
John Seelig, vice-president of public affairs at 
Southwestern, secretary-treasurer.

About 950 persons attended.

sources of authority: the Bible and tradition, 
with tradition carrying the greater authority. 
Baptists should follow only the Scriptures!

Following the action of the Jerusalem 
church in choosing deacons to assist, not 
supervise, the apostles, the work prospered. 
“And the word of God increased; and the 
number of the disciples multiplied in 
Jerusalem greatly ; and a great company of 
the prices [hardest cases] were obedient to 
the faith” (Acts 6:7).

When bishops and deacons recognize their 
Bible-given places, and fulfill them, the work 
of the Lord prospers. We should give it a trial 
and find it to be true.

Devotional

The Word is found
By James M. Gregg

Many of us are old enough to remember and 
to have lived through the great depression of 
the 30’s. The following happened during those 
years. An immigrant family came to the 
United States to seek their fortune. Unfor
tunately they arrived in depression days, and 
in New York they 
found themselves 
poverty-stricken. Kind 
neighbors shared their 
food with them.

One day there was a 
knock, on the wooden 
door which separated 
them from dozens of 
other families. Lavik 
opened the door and 
found a young man 
who was distributing 
oranges and little red booklets. These were 
gratefully accepted. The Laviks could not 
read English, and so the red booklet was tem
porarily put aside.

Later Lavik secured a job and moved his 
family to a better house. They began to study 
English. One evening, their son Erik brought 
home a bag of oranges. This reminded them 
of the little red booklet given them several 
years before. Where was that book? A search 
began, and it was found. They read, “God so 
loved the world, that He gave His only begot
ten Son, that whosoever believeth in Him 
should not perish, but have everlasting life” 
(John 3:16).

It was Erik who said, “We are much like 
that little lost book. God loved us, He has look
ed for us all the way from the old country to 
New York. If He looked that long, He must 
really want us.” The entire family was saved.

Not knowing the Bible was already 
translated into their native language, the lit
tle red booklet was slowly and carefully 
translated and sent to their loved ones in the 
homeland.

The homemade Bible made their relatives 
across the ocean realize for the first time that 
they too were lost and that Jesus Christ came 
“to seek and to save that which was lost” 
(Luke 19:10). Many of the family received 
Jesus as Saviour. The Bible fulfilled one of its 
many truths, “Ye shall seek Me, and find Me, 
when ye shall search for Me with all your 
heart” (Jeremiah 29:13).

Gregg is pastor of Westwood Baptist 
Church, Nashville.
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Our People and Our Churches . . .
PEOPLE...

Ardmore Baptist Church, Memphis, licens
ed Billy Skinner to the gospel ministry last 
month. Norris Smith is pastor.

In Holston Valley Association, Bethel Bap
tist Church ordained Randall Catron as 
deacon. Dan Spears is pastor. In the same 
association, Surgoinsville Baptist Church or
dained Joe McLain, Alan Hullette, and Lynn 
Norris as deacons. Bruce Hullette is pastor.

Four deacons were ordained in services at 
Mt. Tirzah Baptist Church, Newbern. They 
are Eddie Austin, Guy House, John Lucas, 
and Jeff Thomas. Walter Taylor, former 
pastor, brought the charge to the candidates; 
and former pastor Robert Emerson brought 
the charge to the church. Jerry Foust is 
pastor.

Dale Bartley was licensed to the gospel 
ministry by the Little West Fork Baptist 
Church. Clarksville. He is presently active in 
the U.S. Army stationed at Fort Campbell. He 
is a deacon at Little West Fork. Roger L. 
Oldham is pastor.

Mr. and Mrs. Forrest Neergaard were 
honored by their family and friends at a 50th 
wedding anniversary reception recently. The 
celebration was held at Ewtonville Baptist 
Church in Dunlap, where they are members.

Calvary Baptist Church. Memphis, ordain
ed Joe L. Gardner to the gospel ministry. I). 
M. Renick delivered the ordination sermon; 
and Pastor B. F. McIlwain gave the charge. 
Gardner is a student at Midwestern Baptist 
Theological Seminary in Kansas City. Mo.

Ervin Cleek and Mike Daniel were ordained 
as deacons at Third Baptist Church in 
Nashville. Jimmy Powers. Edgefield Baptist 
Church. Nashville, preached the ordination.

Bob Evans was ordained to the gospel 
ministry by Fairview Baptist Church in 
Lebanon. Larry Bullard, pastor of the church.

Carson-Newman adds staff
JEFFERSON CITY — Carson-Newman 

College here named three men and a woman 
to its faculty and staff recently.

David Barger, auditor at Bank of Com
merce. Morristown, will be the director of 
sports promotion at the Baptist college. 
Sheridan C. Barker, a Morristown high school 
teacher, will teach communications arts. 
Steve Robinson, professor of economics and 
dean of the School of Business at William 
Carey College, Hattiesburg, Miss., will be 
professor of business administration and 
economics. Sharon Teets, director of St. 
Luke’s Infant and Child Development Center, 
Knoxville, will direct Carson-Newman’s Child 
Enrichment Center and teach in the home 
economics department.

Barger, a Chattanooga native and a 1970 
graduate of Carson-Newman, will assume 
some of the sports information duties 
previously assigned to Carl Tipton, director of 
public relations, freeing Tipton to concentrate 
on the total public relations program.

Barker, a native of Bulls Gap, currently 
teaches English, drama, speech and jour
nalism at Morristown-Hamblen High School 
West and is a reporter for the Morristown 
Citizen-Tribune. In addition to teaching at 

i Carson-Newman, he will also be the student 
publications advisor. He is a graduate of 
Carson-Newman and earned a masters 
degree in communications from the Universi
ty of Tennessee, Knoxville.

Before joining the faculty of William Carey 
College, Robinson taught at Columbus (Ga.) 
College, the University of Oklahoma, Nor
man, and Riggold (Ga.) High School. He 
earned the B.S. and M.A. degrees from Mid
dle lennessee State University, Mur
freesboro, and the Ph.D. degree from the 
University of Oklahoma.

delivered the ordination sermon. W. L. Baker 
also participated in the service.

LEADERSHIP...
J. Richard Marshall was called as minister 

of music and youth by Hickory Hills Baptist 
Church in Memphis. He was scheduled to 
assume his position there July 1. Marshall is a 
recent graduate of Southwestern Baptist 
Theological Seminary, Fort Worth. Sidney 
Waits is pastor of the Hickory Hills church.

Frank Proffitt, pastor of Fort Robinson 
Baptist Church, Kingsport, reported that the 
church called Jim Lumpkins as full-time 
minister of music and education. Lumpkins 
comes to Kingsport from Virginia Avenue 
Baptist Church in Bristol.

Ridgeview Baptist Church, Chattanooga, 
called Pat Webb as minister of music and 
youth. The Denver, Colo, native is a graduate 
of Howard Payne College in Brownwood, Tex. 
He served in similar positions in Colorado and 
Texas before accepting duties at Ridgeview. 
C. Richard Dendler is pastor.

R. T. Williams resigned as pastor of Plea
sant Grove Baptist Church in Polk County 
Association.

Park Avenue Baptist Church, Nashville, 
called Benny Bond as minister of education 
and associate pastor. Bond is a graduate of 
Dallas Baptist College, Dallas, Tex.; 
Southwestern Baptist Theological Seminary, 
Fort Worth; and Dallas Theological 
Seminary. Bob Mowrey is pastor at Park 
Avenue.

First Baptist Church in Donelson called Jeff 
Allen and Eddie Clay as part-time assistants 
to the pastor for the summer months. Allen 
will work primarily with youth activities, 
outreach, and personal visitation. Clay’s 
responsibilities will be in the area of 
children’s church services, puppet ministry, 
bus ministry, and personal visitation. Ralph 
Harris is pastor.

Before directing the child development 
center in Knoxville, Teets had been a 
teaching assistant at the University of Texas, 
Austin; consultant and teacher for infant
toddler day care at Southwest Texas State 
University. San Marcos; a home economics 
teacher at Fort Hill (Md.) High School; and 
held several positions at the University of 
Tennessee, Knoxville.

She is a graduate of West Virginia .' •. 'si- 
ty, Morgantown and earned the M.„ • ^.ee 
from the University of Tennessee and the 
Ph.D. degree from the University of Texas.

Southwestern grad 
takes Gray church

A former Texas, South Carolina, and Ten
nessee pastor, Steve Gouge, has assumed 
duties as pastor of the Oak Grove Baptist 
Church in Gray.

The Spruce Pine, N.C. native is a graduate 
of Western Carolina University, Cullowhee, 
N.C. He received both 
the master of divinity 
and master of 
religious education

fromdegrees
Southwestern Baptist 
Theological Seminary 
in Fort Worth.

Gouge comes to Oak 
Grove from Friend
ship Baptist Church in 
Weatherford, Tex. 
where he served as 
interim pastor while

Gouge 
completing work at

Southwestern. While in Erwin, Tenn., he was 
active in the work of Holston Baptist Associa
tion.

Fred Patterson, minister of music at 
Sharon Baptist Church, Knoxville, announced 
his resignation recently. Patterson led the 
church’s music there for almost four years. 
James E. Robertson is pastor.

Edgefield Baptist Church called Jimmy 
Key as minister of music. Edgefield is in the 
Nashville Association.

Jimmy Arms is the new minister to youth at 
Crievewood Baptist Church in Nashville. He 
is a junior at Belmont College and plans to at
tend seminary following his graduation from 
there. Carl Campbell is interim pastor at 
Crievewood.

Members of LaBelle Haven Baptist Church, 
Memphis, called Ken D. Hunsberger as music 
and education director. He is a former 
member of the Billy Graham Evangelistic 
Association staff and has been working in 
Memphis. Dennis Pledger is pastor at 
LaBelle Haven.

John H. Hutcherson resigned the pastorate 
of Trinity Baptist Church, Michie, last month.

At Brook Hollow Baptist Church in 
Nashville, Les Robertson resigned as 
minister of music. Robertson is employed at 
the Baptist Sunday School Board in Nashville. 
John B. Daley is pastor.

Dale Martin, pastor of Clark Street Baptist 
Church, Johnson City, was called as pastor of 
Calvary Baptist Church in Reidsville, N.C.

Wiley Rutledge resigned as pastor of North 
Johnson City Baptist Church, Johnson City.

Harrison Chilhowee
names football coach

SEYMOUR - C.H. Faber Jr. has been 
named head football coach at Harrison
Chilhowee Baptist Academy, effective Aug. 
10.

A native of Virginia. Faber holds a B.A. 
degree from Carson-Newman College, 
Jefferson City, and 
has recently com
pleted work on a 
masters degree at 
Georgetown College. 
Georgetown, Ky.

Faber comes to the 
academy from the 
coaching staff of 
Georgetown College 
where he was 
graduate assistant 
coach. He coached Fabar
defensive line and offensive receivers, and 
taught physical education.

In addition to his football responsibilities at 
the academy, Faber will also teach.

WMU sets new budget, 
goals for special gifts
ST. LOUIS — The Executive Board of 

Woman’s Missionary Union meeting 
here approved a budget of $5,185,000 for 
1980-81 for the auxiliary to the Southern 
Baptist Convention,

The board also set the goal of the 1981 
Lottie Moon Christmas Offering for 
Foreign Missions at $50-million, almost 
$10-million above gifts to the 1979 offer
ing. The goal for the 1982 Annie Arm
strong Easter Offering for Home Mis
sions is $19.5-million.

Scots induct Barber, 
honor Andrew MacRae

GLASGOW, Scotland (BP) - In the 
overflowing sanctuary of Adelaide Place Bap
tist Church here, Scottish Baptists inducted a 
veteran pastor as their new leader and bade 
farewell to the man who was instrumental in 
bringing an official Southern Baptist 
presence in Scotland.

In the first half of a two-part program, 
Peter H. Barber, longtime pastor in Scotland 
and England, was inducted as the new 
general secretary. The second half of the 
Saturday afternoon event was an apprecia
tion service for Andrew MacRae. MacRae is 
leaving the post after 14 years to become a 
professor at Acadia Divinity College, Nova 
Scotia, Canada.

MacRae has in large measure brought the 
small Scottish Baptist Union to the attention 
of world Baptists through his involvement in 
the Baptist World Alliance, the European 
Baptist Federation, the International Baptist 
Theological Seminary in Ruschlikon, 
Switzerland, and several trips through the 
U.S.

Barber, pastor over the past 31 years in 
Glasgow, Scotland, and in Torquay, a seaside 
resort town in the south of England, was 
president of the Scottish Union during its 
centennial observance, 1969-70.

MacRae and Barber are lifelong friends. 
They came from the same church and school 
in Edinburgh and attended the same universi
ty-

Snow Memorial Baptist Church, Johnson 
City, accepted the resignation of their pastor 
Ron Pelfrey. Pelfrey was called as pastor of 
Congaree Baptist Church, West Columbia, 
s.c.

CHRISTIAN LIFE COMMISSION. SBC

Increasing Use Of Heroin— “Heroin — 
more potent and less expensive than a decade 
ago — is flowing in increasing abundance on 
the streets of New York City. Julio Martinez, 
director of the State Division of Substance 
Abuse Services, and other officials suggested 
that the increased production and export of 
heroin was being encouraged by the leaders 
of the Southwest Asian countries. Martinez’s 
office has compiled statistics that point to a 
substantial increase in heroin use — drug- 
related deaths, for example, were up 77 per
cent from 1978 to 1979. Drug-related deaths in
creased from 248 to 439. a rise of 77 percent. 
Heroin emergency-room episodes rose 46 per
cent in hospitals, from 480 to 702. Admission to 
drug programs throughout the state, with 
heroin as the primary drug of abuse, were up 
26 percent, from 20,887 to 26,303. Admission to 
methadone-maintenance programs rose 22 
percent, from 4,741 to 5.792, and detoxification 
programs experienced a 40 percent increase, 
from 8,157 to 11,400. Heroin-related arrests 
rose 11 percent, from 6,146 to 6,800. 
Preliminary studies by the state agency also 
indicate a younger population involved in 
heroin abuse, especially persons under 16 
years of age.’’ (THE NEW YORK TIMES. 
May 15, 1980)

Auto Thefts— “It has been estimated that 
one out of four stolen cars is taken so that it 
can be stripped and its parts re-sold illegally. 
New model cars, from 1978 to 1980, are first on 
the auto thief’s ‘hit list.’ And, according to the 
National Automobile Theft Bureau, one of 
every 145 registered automobiles is stolen, 
with a theft occurring every 32 seconds. The 
total loss to the American public for 1979 was 
estimated to be close to $4-billion. Two-thirds 
of auto thefts occur at night, with over one- 
half of the vehicles stolen from private 
residences, apartments or residential streets. 
Where sports models have always been a 
prime target of theft, the energy crisis has 
given new value to economy model cars. But 
there is also a rise in reported thefts of large 
gas guzzlers." (AFL-CIO NEW’S, May 31, 
1980)
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Lesson for July 6

The gospel and Thessalonians
By C. Stephen Byrum, assistant professor 

Chattanooga State Community College 
Pastor, Lookout Mountain Baptist Church

Basic passage: 1 Thessalonians 1:1-3:13
Focus: 1 Thessalonians 1:5-7; 2:3-12; 3:6-13

UNIFORM LESSON SERIES
Lesson for July 6

The fall of Jerusalem
By John H. Tullock, chairman 

Department of Religion and Philosophy 
Belmont College, Nashville

Basic Passages: 2 Kings 23:36 to 25:30; 2 Chronicles 36
Focal Passages: 2 Kings 24:18 to 25:1, 8-12

In educational circles it is a quite common 
practice to make what is known as “ex
emplary sight visits.” An exemplary sight is 
a place where programs, ideas, and 
sometimes even dreams have been put into 
operation in a way that has worked in a 
particularly suc
cessful manner. By 
studying the ex
emplary sight, 
educators may be able 
to get ideas by which 
their own institution 
can be enhanced.

One of the most ap
propriate ways to 
think about
Thessalonica may be
to look upon it as an Byrum
“exemplary sight” where the proclamation of 
the gospel of Jesus Christ had been suc
cessful. This is no haphazard appraisal 
either, for Paul had invested tremendous ef
fort at Thessalonica, had absolutely laid his 
life on the line for the work there, and held an 
ongoing concern and affection for the people 
of the city that is almost totally unrivaled by 
any of the other churches with which he was 
involved.

Thessalonica may have been conceived by 
Paul to be the “model” for the effectiveness 
and integrity of his entire work among the 
Roman provinces, a work that could be car
ried on in the midst of severe opposition and 
still succeed. Paul was so pleased by 
Timothy’s first-hand report on the stead
fastness of the people’s faith that he is moved 
to write what is probably his first epistle and 
most likely the earliest piece of completed 
and circulated New Testament material. This 
is proof positive of the importance that 
Thessalonica held for him.

And, the idea of an “exemplary sight” 
should not be lost on the modern Christian, for 
the information gleaned from the first three 
chapters of I Thessalonians still provides 
thoroughly indispensable insights into what 
Christianity at its best is all about. These may 
be among the first documented thoughts of 
Paul, but here is the rich kemal which will 
come to full fruition in places such as the 
beautifully significant thirteenth chapter of I 
Corinthians.

Proclamation
The first stage in this “exemplary” process 

involved the proclamation of the gospel, 
which Paul had done with the power of God’s
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spirit moving in his life.
Paul also makes it clear (1:5) as he reflects 

on the time of his proclamation at 
Thessalonica that everything he had said in 
his words was manifested in his life. This is a 
tremendously significant point and acts as a 
prelude to all that he will say about the 
authenticity of the Thessalonican’s Chris
tianity. There was in Paul, and must be in any 
legitimate Christian, a strict correlation bet
ween words and action, ideas and living.

Reception
In a second stage, the Thessalonicans had 

“received the word” (v.6). What does this 
mean? How does one receive God’s word?

Paul is vividly clear at this point. To 
receive God’s word is to become a “follower,” 
which means an “imitator,” of Jesus Christ 
— to embrace with one’s living His teachings 
and His lifestyle.

In no way is the reception of God’s word 
conceived as an intellectual acceptance of 
and mere mental agreement about certain 
pious platitudes. It is imitation — period!

Witnessing
A third, exemplary stage involves what 

might commonly be called “witnessing.” 
Paul talks of the effect of the Thessalonican’s 
imitation of Christ in terms of the word exam
ple (v.7).

One is reminded of the words of Jesus 
Himself: “I have given you an example, that 
you should do as I have done” (John 13:15). 
Witnessing is not constrained or limited by 
any methodologies, but it becomes a living 
manifestation of Christ that pervades all of 
one’s life and cannot help but be noticed.

Paul finally explains (2:4) that such “ex
amples” may not always be pleasing to men 
— but that is not the ultimate purpose of life 
anyway.

Active Faith
Finally, verse 3:6 brings this discussion of 

the exemplary stages of authentic Christiani
ty to an end, and serves as a high compliment 
of the Thessalonicans. Timothy has brought 
good news of their “faith and charity.” These 
terms should always be looked upon as an in
separable unit — what is believed in faith is 
lived out in love.

In true Christianity, faith and love are 
always joined. In fact, and this theme 
reverberates through Paul as it did through 
Jesus, unless both are present neither is 
possible!

Paul ultimately prays (3:11-13) that this 
love might “increase and abound,” and that 
is the process he believes that the 
Thessalonican Christians will find a higher 
experience of holiness and at the same time 
have done all that they can to insure for 
themselves a place in God’s kingdom at the 
second coming.

The key point: I Thessalonians 1-3 gives a 
clear model for authentic Christianity when it 
works at ,its best. Paul’s reflection on the 
Thessalonican “model” for authentic Chris
tianity does not lead off into any theological 
controversy or debate. It calls people to deci
sion — will they live like Jesus lived?

That was the heart of the gospel and still is.

Tullock

The thing few believed could happen was 
happening. The fate of Jerusalem was sealed 
as surely as night follows day. Despite warn
ings from the Lord, especially through the 
prophet Jeremiah, Judah’s leaders blithely 
went on their way, convincing themselves 
that the temple would 
magically protect 
them from disaster 
(Jer. 7:1), that 
calamity was about to 
strike the Babylo
nians, and that those 
who had been taken to 
exile in 597 B.C. would 
soon return to 
Palestine.
Zedekiah: Judah’s last 

king (24:18)
Zedekiah had been put on the throne of 

Judah after King Jehoiachin had surrendered 
Jerusalem to the Babylonian army in 597 to 
prevent its destruction. The Babylonians, in 
return, had treated Jehoiachin humanely as 
both the Bible (2 Kings 25:27-30) and Babylo
nian records have shown. Zedekiah was the 
uncle of Jehoiachin and the son of the famous 
king Josiah. The Babylonians placed him on 
the throne on the promise that he would not 
rebel against them (see Ezekiel 17:11-18 and 
last Sunday’s comments on that passage). 
Zedekiah’s rebellion against Babylon (24:19 

to 25:1)
Zedekiah’s reign is compared to that of his 

brother Jehoiakim. Jehoiakim, also Josiah’s 
son, had done much to destroy the positive ef
fects of Josiah’s reign and had been the avow
ed enemy of the prophet Jeremiah. While 
Zedekiah was more kindly disposed toward 
Jeremiah, he permitted all kinds of pagan in
fluences in the temple so that its worship was 
corrupted (see Ezekiel 8:1-18).

Not only was he weak regarding idolatry, 
but Zedekiah played into the hands of those 
who would lead Judah to her destruction. 
False prophets predicted the overthrow of the 
Babylonians and Zedekiah’s advisors were 
trying to get the Egyptians to help them fight 
the Babylonians. All the while, the prophet 
Jeremiah was advising him to keep his pro
mise to the Babylonians and not to stir up 
trouble.

But Zedekiah chose to take the wrong ad
vice. In the words of the Chronicler, 
“he...rebelled against King Nebuchadnezzar, 
who had made him swear by God; he stiffen
ed his neck and hardened his heart against 
turning to the Lord, the God of Israel” (2 
Chron. 36:13 RSV). The Babylonian army 
came and camped outside the walls of 
Jerusalem, putting the city under siege.

Perhaps a word about ancient warfare 
would be helpful here. Ancient cities were 
surrounded by thick stone walls which were 
difficult to break down. Inside the cities, 
houses were built right against each other so 
that there was no place to raise any food. All 
food had to be brought in from the outside. 
Water also could be a problem if water 
sources were outside the city walls. For these 
reasons, the purpose of a siege was to starve 
the city into surrender. That this happended
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in Jerusalem is vividly shown by Lamenta
tions 4, which was written to describe what 
happened there during the Babylonian siege.

The fall of Jerusalem
Jerusalem, its defenders weakened from 

mass starvation, was no longer able to fight 
off the invader. There had been a brief flurry 
of hope when the Egyptians tried an attack 
but the Babylonians quickly beat them back. 
The walls were breached and the fighting 
began within the city itself. Zedekiah tried to 
slip out of the city at night but was captured 
and taken before the King of Babylon. There 
he had to witness the execution of his sons. 
Following that his eyes were put out and he 
was taken to Babylon as a blind, helpless 
prisoner (25:4-7, Jer. 39:6-7.)

Late in 587 B.C. or early in 586 B.C., 
Jerusalem was burned — its houses, its 
palaces, and the magnificent temple that had 
been the pride of the nation since the days of 
Solomon. The building they had trusted to 
save them was a burned out empty shell; its 
priests either dead, scattered or captive; its 
altar desecrated by heathen hordes. All those 
capable of doing productive work or of stirr
ing up trouble were taken captive and forced 
to go to Babylon. Because they were weak 
from starvation, many of the captives never 
made it to Babylon. Only the poor farmers 
were left behind in the land. Judah learned 
that forgetting God did not pay.

Foundation

The golden key
By Jonas L. Stewart

In a certain town in Texas there lived a man 
known.as “The man with the golden key.” He 
kept the key on one end of his watch chain. 
Any time you saw him the key was clutched 
tightly in his right hand. It was the key to his 
lock box in which were kept papers represen
ting a large estate.

The man got sick and was taken to the 
hospital. The golden key was placed on a table 
by the side of his bed where it remained until 
the day of his death. Shortly before he died, he 
asked for his key. It was placed in his hand. 
He held to it until his last breath. Then it was 
gently lifted from his hand by another.

To him the key represented security — but 
was there security? No! Not for himself nor 
for his assets. He died. His assets went for 
taxes, legal fees, and to be divided among 
relatives.

If he had placed his assets in trust (either 
by a will or while he lived) they would have 
been secure, and his testimony would be alive 
today. Instead, no trace of his witness nor his 
estate can be found on earth today.

For the security of your estate and the con
tinuation of your testimony on earth after you 
go to heaven, write for information on prepar
ing a Christian will to Tennessee Baptist 
Foundation, Jonas L. Stewart, Executive 
Secretary-Treasurer, P.O. Box 347, Brent-, 
wood, 37027.

BIBLE PUZZLE ANSWERS
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Following Christ
By James M. Porch Jr., pastor

Unification Church president 
addresses Golden Gate students

First Baptist Church, Tullahoma
Basic Passages: John 1:40-42; Luke 5:1-11
Focal Passages: John 1:40-42; Luke 5:1-11

The two Scripture passages include John’s 
description of the initial meeting between 
JesUs and Simon and Luke’s narration of 
Peter’s response to the miraculous catch of 
fish. The two passages complement each 
other by presenting the possibility of change 
in Simon’s life with the 
means by which Jesus 
would make this 
change. Through this, 
Simon would begin his 
faith pilgrimage as a 
follower of Jesus.
I. Simon encounters 
the possibility of per
sonal change. (John 

1:40-42)
One day near

Bethany, Andrew and Porch 
friend, John, heard John the Baptist call a 
rabbi “the Lamb of God.” Intrigued by the 
term, they surrendered to their curiosity and 
soon were invited by the rabbi to visit with 
him. The meeting with Jesus proved to be a 
time of discovery for both Andrew and John. 
Immediately following the visit with Jesus, 
Andrew began searching for Simon. His 
declaration, “We have found the Messiah,” 
was more than the sharing of a new found ac
quaintance. Andrew, revealing no am
bivalence or doubt, was emphatically announ
cing the unique result of his visit with Jesus. 
Simon may have been a bit suspicious. These 
were times of enthusiasm over false 
messiahs. Yet Simon mustered enough trust 
to counteract his reluctance. He went with 
Andrew to meet Jesus.

Jesus took the intitiative, reached out to 
Simon with His eyes and His words. “You are 
Simon...you shall be called Peter.” This was a 
short sermon on possibility. Here Jesus 
planted a fresh seed in Simon’s soil.

Could it be that Andrew had told Jesus of 
Simon’s nature and disposition? Possibly so. 
As one reflects on the inconsistency, vacilla
tion, and impulsiveness that Simon would 
later act out, it is easy to see Jesus’ recogni
tion of the need to affirm Simon with possibili
ty. Jesus saw the potential for this erractic 
fisherman to be a faithful servant. Jesus 
recognized that Simon possessed dormant 
and passive gifts and abilities that could be 
liberated and developed and thus would 
enable Peter to effectively lead the 
Jerusalem Christians.

II. Simon encounters the means for a personal 
change. (Luke 5:1-11)

We next find Jesus and Simon somewhere 
by the Lake of Gennesaret. Simon was 
washing his nets while Jesus was concerned 
with how He could communicate more effec
tively to a large following.

A large group of eager and insistent people 
were crowding Jesus so closely that His 
words were muffled. Thus the practical 
Messiah looked for a better method to address 
the crowd. Jesus climbed into Simon’s boat 
and asked him to put the boat out into the 
water. Humanly speaking it may seem 
strange that an itinerant rabbi would be 
presumptuous enough to interrupt a working

man with a request to use his boat as a pulpit. 
It may appear even more strange that the 
fisherman readily compiled with the request. 
Was Simon responding merely to Jesus’ intri- 
quing personality or charisma? Simon’s evi
dent agreement to Jesus’ request is 
understood as we review the contacts bet
ween the two prior to the Lake of Gennesaret 
incident.

Simon had been told to expect change in his 
life. Also, Jesus had revealed His compassion 
for people in the healing of Simon’s mother-in- 
law. So the common fisherman with a healthy 
sense of expectation about his life and cogni
zant of the extraordinary power and caring 
of this rabbi, Jesus, readily responded by pro
viding his boat as a speaker's platform.

Once Jesus completed His messge He gave 
Simon a directive, “Put out into the deep 
water and let down your nets for a catch.” 
This was not advice. Jesus was telling Simon 
he could expect to find fish in deep water. 
Simon remembered the previous weary night 
of pulling in empty nets. He had fished these 
waters often. He was the expert fisherman. 
His experience the night before gave him no 
hope of a catch. Yet the fisherman could not 
reject this one who had given him the 
possibility of personal change, had healed his 
mother-in-law, and had spoken with authori
ty. So at Jesus’ insistence, Simon obediently 
proceeded to fish in deep waters. He thus 
chose in faith to follow Jesus' directions in 
contrast to his doubt.

The large catch could have been merely 
Jesus’ expression of gratitude for the use of 
Simon’s boat. However, the change from a 
night of empty nets to a day of full nets 
brought about by the presence and power of 
Jesus greatly influenced Simon.

Astonished, mystified, and amazed, Simon 
declared and confessed his sinfulness. He ac
cepted himself as a sinner in the presence of 
Jesus. Simon’s possible change into becoming 
a follower of Jesus was being made possible 
through the presence of Jesus and the fisher
man’s admission of his own sin.

In response to Simon’s acceptance of 
himself and recognition of Jesus as Lord, the 
Christ gave the fisherman an assignment, 
“From now on you will be catching men.” 
The Luke closes out the incident “They left 
everything and followed J^sus.”

Earlier in Bethany, Andrew had brought his 
brother to meet Jesus. Simon, the brother, 
heard that change was possible for him. 
Somewhere on the Lake of Gennesaret in a 
rocking boat filled with fish, Simon, the 
fisherman, realized that change was possible 
only through the presence of Jesus; and he 
began his pilgrimage as Simon, the follower 
of Christ.

MILL VALLEY, Calif. (BP) — Mose Durst, 
newly-elected president of the Unification 
Church of America, stepped before a cordial 
but skeptical audience of Southern Baptist 
seminary students and faculty members to 
carry out what he feels is the primary need of 
his church — clarification of its mission.

Despite his explanations, the audience of 
more than 400 at Golden Gate Baptist 
Theological Seminary, listening intently but 
quietly, declined to accept his contentions.

Durst participated in a dialogue with 
William L. Hendricks, professor of theology 
and philosophy of religion at Golden Gate, 
where he told about the Unification Church, 
its theology and practices, while Hendricks 
offered comparisons to the theology of Chris
tianity and practices of Southern Baptists.

The seminary professor, who refused 
Durst’s position, asked about the Unification 
Church’s views on the divinity of Christ, the 
Trinity and the adequacy of Christ as Saviour.

Durst's replies were evasive.
“Christianity is failing to address the issue 

of social corruption,” Durst charged. “You

Lolley briefs alumni 
on Southeastern year

ST. LOUIS — Alumni of Southeastern Bap
tist Theological Seminary elected national of
ficers for 1980-81, recognized contributions to 
the seminary of the late Theodore F. Adams 
and retiring business manager O.L. Cross, 
and heard a state of the seminary report from 
President W. Randall Lolley.

James A. Auchmuty, pastor of Shades Crest 
Baptist Church, Birmingham, Ala., was 
elected president of the 4,150-member alumni 
association. Other officers elected were Paul 
J. Craven, pastor of First Baptist Church. 
Fountain City. Tenn., secretary; and C. Wray 
Ivey, pastor of First Baptist Church, Macon, 
Ga., director.

In resolutions, the alumni recognized the 
contributions of Adams who taught preaching 
at Southeastern for ten years following his 
retirement as pastor of First Baptist Church, 
Richmond, Va. Cross, who retires on July 31, 
was honored for his 11 years as business 
manager.

Lolley said that although all of 
Southeastern's faculty vacancies have now 
been filled, the continuing increase in enroll
ment places a burden on the faculty teaching 
load as well as on housing and classroom 
facilities. He said that even with the opening 
and filling of 100 new townhouse apartments 
this fall, there are still 60 families on the 
waiting list for housing.

He reported that Southeastern’s 
$3.5-million "Equipping for Bold Mission” 
campaign is approaching the $2-million mark 
with 18 months remaining.
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don’t need a messiah if the world is mature. 
When Jesus came to earth, unfortunately, 
people did not accept Him and today the 
world is just as rotten as it was 2,000 years 
ago.”

“Our idea of salvation is the restoration of 
humanity,” he declared. “We believe that 
God is working through Rev. Moon (Sun Yung 
Moon, proclaimed leader of the Unification 
Church) to bring about that restoration. We 
believe that he comes as a central dispensa- 
tional figure, and we feel that at the very 
least, he is a prophet. And if he does fulfill the 
restoration of humanity, then we will also 
recognize him as the messiah.”

“We too believe that Jesus will come 
again,” Durst explained, “but we feel he 
won’t necessarily have to return as the same 
person. He can be someone else.”

Hendricks said Christians view salvation as 
a matter of God’s grace. He noted that the 
Unification Church recognizes salvation 
through works.

In response, Durst said, “Jesus came to 
provide the stimulus for the perfect restora
tion of creation.” He noted that people did not 
accept Jesus and because of it, “we are now 
having to work to bring about that 
perfection.”

On the matter of life after death, Durst ex
plained, “We have an eternal spirit — it lives 
eternally. Believing in Jesus and trusting in 
Him gives us a foundation for our spiritual 
life. The human body lives for a number of 
years and then goes back to earth, but the 
spirit lives on.”

Durst said Jesus is divine and the church is 
divine, and that Jesus is man and the church 
is His bride. He said this signifies that men 
and women are equal, because God is 
himself, masculine and also feminine.

The loonie leader went a step further, ad
ding that “this is why we are seeing women 
advance so rapidly today in terms of their 
equality to men.”
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Vice-presidents desire 
to build bridges in SBC

By Toby Druin
DALLAS, (BP) — The new vice-presidents 

of the Southern Baptist Convention expressed 
the same sentiments after a few days of 
reflection on their recent elections in St. Louis 
— surprise that the convention chose them 
and a common commitment to being a unify
ing influence.

Evangelist Jack R. Taylor of Fort Worth 
was elected first vice-president, winning out 
over six other nominees. And the man he beat 
in the runoff, C. Wade Freeman of Dallas, 
former director of evangelism for Texas Bap
tists, was elected second vice-president, topp
ing a field of 12 for that post.

Taylor, who was leading a meeting at 
Calvary Hill Baptist Church, Mesquite, Tex., 
said his election had been a “surprise and 
pleasure” and that he had been congratulated 
from all quarters.

“Not often has an evangelist even been con
sidered for the office,” he said.

He wasn’t running for the office, he explain
ed, and didn’t consent to his nomination by 
William A. Cook of Oklahoma until Monday 
afternoon before the Tuesday night election. 
Before giving Cook the go-ahead, Taylor had 
spoken to the Pastors’ Conference urging 
“prayer, not politicking” and pointing out 
Southern Baptists can disagree and still love 
each other.

“I hope this can be a year of unifying, of 
bridge building,” he said. “We need to major 
on relationships. If we are saved persons, we 
may be apart on doctrines and nonessentials 
to salvation, but we ought to seek for points of 
fellowship and agreement and start here in
stead of at our differences.”

Taylor said he felt the convention elections 
— his and Freeman’s and that of Bailey Smith 
of Oklahoma as president — had the “flavor” 
of bridge building and developing of relation
ships, and he hopes to foster that feeling.

Taylor was pastor of Castle Hills Baptist 
Church, San Antonio, for 17 years, 1957-74, 
building that congregation from 100 members 
to more than 4,000. In 1974 he formed Dimen
sions in Chrisitian Living and moved to Fort 
Worth. He now leads some 40 Christian life 
and Bible conferences and Christian growth 
seminars a year.

“I am not a crusade evangelist in the 
strictest sense,” he said. “My ministry is 
largely to churches, to Christians and to the 
building up of individual Christians.

“I see this as an absolute necessity for con
tinuing evangelism and missions. The raising 

of the quality of the kind of Christianity we 
have is a natural shot in the arm to 
evangelism and missions.”

Taylor has become widely known through 
his books as well as his preaching ministry 
and said in the future he hopes to spend more 
time writing.

Freeman said he was in Washington, D.C., 
to help with the wedding of his grandson when 
Clyde Fant of First Baptist Church, Richard
son, Tex., called just before the SBC to ask his 
permission to nominate him for vice presi
dent.

“I finally gave my consent reluctantly,” he 
said. “I had never even thought of it; it had 
never entered my mind.”

The second vice-presidency is the only elec
tive office Freeman has held other than 
moderator of a Baptist association, and he 
was surprised, he said.

He, too, hopes to be a unifying influence, 
“because I don’t want to see a two-party 
system develop in the convention.”

“I have never seen anything like it,” 
Freeman, a member of First Baptist Church, 
Dallas, said. “I see the possibility of great 
men who have been leaders of our denomina
tion being at cross purposes with each other.

“Baptists will always have their dif
ferences,” he said. “We have never been ac
cused of being unanimous on very many 
things, but we have not had differences that 
separated us. I weep when I think of the 
possibility of it.”

Freeman is not a fisherman, he said, but his 
friends who are tell him that when a lake 
“turns over” the fish don’t bite. The turmoil 
in the convention over inerrancy of the Bible, 
he said, is comparable to the “lake turning 
over” and he fears people will not be won to 
Christ.

“I am afraid the fish aren’t going to bite,” 
he said. “The energy of Bold Mission Thrust 
has been completely sapped over the last two 
years because of this disrupting force that has 
crept in.”

The answer, he feels, is to refocus Southern 
Baptist attention on winning people to Christ 
— getting them, “hot after souls,” as L.R. 
Scarborough used to tell his students at 
Southwestern seminary, Freeman said.

“I don’t think this problem about inerrancy 
will ever be solved, anyway,” he said. “But in 
fact I don’t know a Baptist preacher who 
doesn’t already believe it. Do you know a Bap
tist preacher who doesn’t believe the Scrip
tures?”
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SENATOR HONORED — Georgia Senator Herman Talmadge (center) receives a 
plaque from William Tanner (left), the Home Mission Board's executive director, 
for support he has given separation of church and state. Howard Cockrum, Knox
ville layman currently serving as president of the board, expresses his gratitude.

HMB honors Sen. Talmadge 
for church, state efforts

ATLANTA (BP) - U.S. Senator Herman E. 
Talmadge of Georgia was honored in Atlanta 
for his “leadership in the cause of the separa
tion of church and state” by the Southern 
Baptist Home Mission Board.

William G. Tanner, executive director
treasurer, presented the senior senator from 
Georgia a plaque and several letters of ap
preciation in ceremonies at the Home Mission 
Board building in Atlanta.

Talmadge, a Southern Baptist, led a battle 
in the U.S. Senate to amend the Employee 
Retirement Income Security Act of 1974 
(ERISA) which could have had devastating 
effect on the retirement benefits for perhaps 
100,000 persons in denominational and mis
sionary work.

“This presentation goes far beyond par
tisan politics,” Tanner said after the presen
tation. “If ERISA and related interpretations 
and decisions by the Internal Revenue Ser
vice and U.S. Treasury Department had been 
allowed to stand, missionaries and other 
denominational employees could have been 
excluded from retirement plans administered 
by the SBC Annuity Board.”

The work Talmadge did in getting the 
Talmadge Church Plan Amendments out of 
committee and onto the Senate floor is na
tional in scope, Taqper said, and has far 

reaching implications in the separation of 
church and state.

The Talmadge Church Plan Amendments 
to Sentate Bill 1076, which clarify the church 
plan definition of ERISA, have been 
favorably reported out of the Senate Finance 
Committee, and now are coming to the Senate 
floor for a vote. Many observers feel commit
tee passage was a significant step.

Tanner said the issue is larger than retire
ment plans and includes the whole issue of 
growing governmental bureaucracies anx
ious to further entangle themselves in the af
fairs of churches and their ministries.

Tanner also noted Southern Baptists are 
one of-27 religious denominations who have 
formed the Church Alliance for Clarification 
of ERISA, and which support the Talmadge 
Church Plan Amendments to Senate Bill 1076.

Last county reached
MONTEVIDEO, Uruguay — Baptists in 

Uruguay have begun work in the last of the 
country’s 19 “departments” or counties. 
After two weeks of nightly tent meetings and 
daily witnessing and visiting in Rocha — the 
last department entered — 30 persons made 
decisions. A Sunday School and worship ser
vices are being held in a rented building.

Path of refugee response leads to career missions
By Mary Jane Welch

ALEXANDRIA, La. (BP) - When South 
Vietnam fell to the communists in April 1975 
and Vietnamese people began to flee, Linda 
Pegram could not rest until she did something 
about it.

She could not return to the country where 
she spent two years as a Southern Baptist 
missionary journeyman, but she could help 
Vietnamese refugees coming to her country. 
Within weeks she fulfilled her job obligations 
in Indiana and headed for Fort Chaffee, Ark., 
where thousands of refugees were housed, to 
teach English as a second language and coor
dinate information on American school 
systems.

In those months, she saw a need which mov
ed her along the road to appointment in April 
as a career missionary to work with refugees 
in Hong Kong.

Although her window in Qui Nhon, South 
Vietnam, looked out onto a schoolyard full of 
refugees from the countryside, the only ones 
she knew well were those in her student 
group. But she did develop a love for the Viet
namese people and an awareness of th*ir 
need for Christ’s power to liberate them from 
a religion of bondage.

“The time in Vietnam really changed my 
whole perspective,” she says. She had left 
America feeling she would pursue a career as 
a Christian student worker. By her second 
year as a journeyman assisting career mis
sionaries in Vietnam, she felt sure God 
wanted her to pursue a career overseas.

She was charmed by the Vietnamese peo
ple, by their customs, and by the friends she 
had made among them. “When Vietnam fell, 
there was no peace for me in just hearing 
about it. Since then, God has just opened door 
after door to let me remain in contact with the 
Vietnamese,” she said.

The first door opened to Fort Chaffee; the 
next opened to refugee camps in Bangkok and 
Songkhla, Thailand, where she was a 
Southern Baptist Foreign Mission Board 
volunteer. When she returned to the United 
States and entered Southwestern Baptist 
Theological Semjnary, she found a job as a 
counselor to Indochinese refugees at a 
guidance center in Fort Worth, Tex. From 
there she went to Atlanta, Ga., to become a 
case worker for the refugee resettlement of
fice of the Southern Baptist Home Mission 
Board. The last door led to Hong Kong, where 
she expects to coordinate Baptist work with

Indochinese refugees who have fled by boat.
One of the folks she remembers best from 

her refugee involvement is a man who came 
daily to her reading room at Fort Chaffee. She 
thought he was coming to read, but learned 
one day that he was sneaking into the 
bathroom to cry. “He had no place to go 
where he could be alone with his tears,” she 
said.

He had been a top-level interpreter relating 
the Vietnamese government to the Taiwanese 
government, but as a refugee he had no fami
ly or job. “I was very important and now I am 
nothing,” he told her. Because of his training, 
Miss Pegram feels he eventually was able to 
recoup some of his losses.

In Thailand, she met another man who 
became especially dear to her. Often she went 
into town to buy fabric for the women 
refugees because they had little clothing and 
could not leave the camp.

One day she had just finished the ordeal of 
distributing everyone’s fabric and proper 
change, when this man walked up wanting to 
know why she hadn’t brought his wife’s 
fabric. Her first reaction was anger, but she 
calmly said she didn’t believe his wife had 
come for her fabric.

“My wife had to go to the hospital with my 
little baby,” he told her. He wasn’t really con
cerned about the cloth at all. He was terribly 
worried about his infant, who had been rushed 
to the hospital with a high fever.

When Miss Pegran found his wife gt the 
hospital, the woman had been there all day 
without food. Because she spoke no Thai, she 
could not communicate with the hospital 
staff. Linda got her food, encouraged the 
nurses to take a greater interest in the infant, 
and arranged for her husband to leave the 
camp so he could stay at the hospital while the 
woman went home to rest.

Not long after that, the man started coming 
to Christian meetings and became a Chris
tian. The day Linda left, he was the person 
who sneaked out the back of the camp to buy 
her a present. “He probably had to wade 
through the water and swim a little bit,” she 
said, but he “slipped back into camp wherehe 
hand-engraved my precious gift.”

The whole camp had pitched in at leastbne 
baht (about a nickel) for the set of c<ved 
water buffalo horns he brought back/The 
horns, she said, are “ugly as sin,” bur also 
“the most beautiful gift I received bf^se 
those people didn’t have anything.”
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