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Russian conflict permeates BWA meeting
By Stan Hastey

TORONTO (BP) — A bitter controversy 
between the official delegation of Soviet Bap
tists and unregistered U.S.S.R. Baptists 
hovered over the Baptist World Congress as 
thoroughly as political controversy 
penetrated the Olympic Games in Moscow.

The once-every-five-year meeting attracted 
almost 20,000 representatives of the 
worldwide Baptist family of 33-million baptiz
ed believers to Toronto, Canada, earlier this 
month.

Staging for the week’s confrontation actual
ly went into place the weekend before the con
gress convened. Georgi Vins, exiled dissident 
leader, grabbed local media attention with his 
protest against the official Soviet delegation, 
a protest supported by the presence in Toron
to of long-time Baptist baiter Carl McIntyre, 
the fundamentalist Presbyterian who insists 
on lumping together the Baptist World 
Alliance and the World Council of Churches as 
instruments of the devil.

Neither side appeared willing to give 
ground. Alexei Bichkov, leader of the 
officially-recognized Baptists, labeled “in
sulting” and “stupid” accusations from some 
of Vins’ followers that he and others from the 
official delegation are KGB agents. Vins 
chose to make his case by convening a rival 
meeting at a downtown hotel in direct com
petition with the congress, held at Toronto’s 
Maple Leaf Gardens.

Vins repeated throughout the week that his 
meeting, called “Voice of the Persecuted 
Church in the U.S.S.R.,” was not to provoke 
“confrontation,” but provide “information.” 
But his appeal went largely unheeded by the 

Churches hurt from heat, no rain
It’s hot. It’s really hot; and Baptists across the state have 

joined other Christians in praying for relief from the 100-plus 
temperatures which have settled into Tennessee for the past three 
weeks.

There have been over 143 heat related deaths in Tennessee 
alone; and nationwide, as the heat and lack of rain plagued 19 other 
states, the death toll rose to over 1,150.

Baptist churches in the Volunteer State have suffered in atten
dance and have had to curtail some activities because of the heat. 
Concern has been expressed that offerings will suffer in the near 
future because of a drought which has already killed much of the 
corn crop, and which is burning up beans, hay, and soy. Cattle and 
chickens are suffering and dying by the hundreds.

“I’ve never seen anything like this before,” Gordon Crocker, 
director if missions in Shelby County told Baptist and Reflector last 
week-end. “We have never had the extreme heat from which we 
are suffering now for such an extended period.” Temperatures in 
Memphis climbed to over 100 degrees for 14 consecutive days with 
the high one day at 108.

“It is definitely affecting attendance in our churches,” Crocker 
said. Highland Heights Baptist Church, where Crocker is interim 
pastor, offered its gymnasium to anyone needing relief from the 
heat.

Senior adults, shut-ins, and the handicapped appear to suffer 
the most because many of them cannot afford or cannot get out to 
buy fans and air conditioners. Highland Heights announced that 
anyone needing protection from the heat could stay in the gym 
“night or day.” Crocker said that for the seven days prior to July 
13, the average temperature in Memphis was 104 degrees.

In Truett Association, a Vacation Bible School, scheduled to be 
held during the day, was postponed until temperatures drop. “We 
have many Baptist farmers in our area,” reported H.D. Knight. 
“Their crops are burning, and their gardens are nearly gone.” A 
dairy farmer reported at a Wednesday night prayer service that his 
cattle herd was “not worth taking to market.”

“We are holding most of the activities that are scheduled at 
night,” the director of missions said, “but we are watching careful

ly in scheduling day-time trips. Church attendance in that associa
tion has also lagged.

Waverly reported 109 degrees, and temperatures throughout 
that association remained near 105 degrees for several days. 
Knight also reported that Humphreys County has numerous 
families from lower income brackets who are suffering.

Several day-time activities were called off by churches in 
Fayette Association also. Raymond Hollaway, director of missions, 
said church attendance had suffered, particularly in the churches 
where the membership is heavy with senior adults. He reported 
high temperatures in that county of 109,108,107, and 104 during four 
consecutive days in mid-July.

Chattanooga broke numerous daily records with several days 
of temperatures over 100. Director of Missions Woody Watkins said 
some of the churches in Hamilton County have opened their 
facilities to anyone needing a place to stay. Church congregations 
there have also been encouraged to contact members who might 
need special attention.

The highest temperature in Nashville during the first two 
weeks of July was 104. Chuck Carter, United States Weather Ser
vice, Nashville, said that city had also broken several daily 
records. “It is the hottest period of prolonged hot weather in the 
state for at least 25 years,” Carter said.

Even in Watauga Association, at the foot of the Smoky Moun
tains, it has been hot and dry. But Director of Missions Bill Powell, 
said his part of the state has not suffered to the extent others have. 
He reported some days with temperatures of over 90 degrees, with 
the highest at 93 degrees. Church attendance in the area has not 
reflected a decline, Powell said.

Churches in Knox County have shown some decline in atten
dance and offerings, which could be a result of the heat or of family 
vacations, Lois Parker, director of missions’ office, said. 
Temperatures in Knoxville reached 101 degrees with 104 degrees 
being reported downtown on July 16.

According to reports from the weather service on Monday mor
ning, July 21, some relief may be seen this week in the form of rain 
and lower temperatures throughout the state.

huge numbers of Baptists here for the con
gress as they stayed away from the com
peting sessions.

While refusing to identify Bichkov or other 
individual Russian delegates as KGB agents, 
Vins said during a news conference that “the 
Soviet system is such that the whole leader
ship of the recognized church is in close touch 
with the KGB.”

What separates Soviet Baptists into two 
rival factions is the issue of registration with 
state authorities. Bichkov’s All-Union Council 
of Evangelical Christians/Baptists registers 
its churches in compliance with Soviet law, 
while Vins’ Council of Evangelical Baptist 
Church usually defies the law and refuses 
registration.

Vins, who now lives in Elkhart, Ind., also 
pointed to another distinction, the fact that 
Bichkov’s group is composed not only of Bap
tists but of other Protestant groups, including 
Pentecostals and Mennonites.

For his part, Bichkov, although enjoying of
ficial status within the BWA as one of 12 vice- 
presidents, refused to let the controversy 
rest, accusing Vins of provoking trouble.

On the congress’s last day, he formally pro
tested to the BWA General Council Vins’ 
registration the day before as a delegate and 
granting of credentials to attend a news con
ference for new BWA President Duke K. Mc- 
CaU.

The General Council reaffirmed its com
mitment to Bichkov’s group as the legitimate 
member body from the Soviet Union but 
pointedly declined to comply with the Soviet 
leader’s insistence that Vins’ registration be 
repudiated.

FRIENDSHIP OVER FRICTION—Newly-elected BWA President Duke McCall (right), 
reaches out to Georgi Vins, exiled Russian Baptist pastor who led a counter- 
congress in Toronto during the BWA meeting. Paul Voronreff, former Russian 
Baptist pastor, looks on.

Caught in the middle of the dispute 
throughout the week* were embattled BWA 
leaders — McCall, president of Southern Bap
tist Theological Seminary, Louisville, Ky., 
the Washington-based organization’s outgo
ing general secretary Robert S. Denny, and 
Denny’s successor, Gerhard Claas of West 
Germany.

None of them would side clearly with one 

side of Russians over the other. McCall, 
whose maiden news conference was over
shadowed by Vins’ presence, willingly com
plied with a reporter’s suggestion that he and 
Vins shake hands, with McCall emotionally 
declaring, “I reach out to my brother who 
calls the name of Jesus.”

Denny, outlining intercessions by the BWA 
with the Soviet Union, expressed appreciation 
for the Ministry of Religion allowing opening 
of 75 new churches and the 50,000 Bibles 
allowed in in both 1978 and 1979. He publicly 
supported the official Soviet delegation.

But he emphasized: “Hear me, please. 
Communism has not changed. Its philosophy 
of atheism has not changed. Its purpose is still 
to take the world. But, thank God, the Chris
tian religion has not changed either. We are 
still commissioned to go to all people 
regardless of the political ideology under 
which they live.”

“So, it is not the purpose of the BWA to try 
to change a nation’s political structure,” Den
ny declared. “It is our purpose to present 
Christ and let His Spirit change people.”

Claas gave indications on several occasions 
that he hopes for a reconciliation between the 
two groups. He insisted, however, that the 
BWA is in no position to effect the reconcilia
tion. The need to be reconciled is not between 
the BWA and Vins, he said, but between the 
Soviets themselves. At one point, he urged 
specifically that Bichkov and Vins meet to 
pray and “repent” from the division.

Both men steadfastly refused to seek such a 
meeting here. Vins said it would be pointless 
in that the official delegation travels abroad 
only with permission and later “will have to 
answer.” Bichkov for his part declined to 
reveal his reasons.

The impasse clearly signals that the Rus
sian problem in the BWA context is one that 
will not go away, with each side demanding to 
be on the field of play to the exclusion of the 
other.

And unlike President Carter, whose own 
frustration with the Russians was at least 
partially relieved by the simple act of declar
ing the United States out of the 1980 Olympic 
Games, no such easy solution is at hand for 
the BWA.
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Registration secretary 
confirms disqualification 4

NASHVILLE (BP)—Investigation by 
Southern Baptist Convention Registration 
Secretary Lee Porter confirmed that two 
Kentuckians were disqualified as messengers 
at the annual meeting in June because their 
church had not met the financial re
quirements that would entitle it to the 10 
messengers it sent.

Thomas and Claudia Riner, disqualified by 
messengers at the recommendation of the 
credentials committee, stated on their 
messenger applications that Logos Baptist 
Church of Louisville, Ky., contributed $2,300 
to the work of the convention in the preceding 
year. According to the constitutional formula 
for representation, it takes just $2,250 to 
qualify a church for the maximum 10 
messengers.

Western Recorder Editor C.R. Daley 
challenged the Riners’ credentials as 
messengers on the basis that the Logos Bap
tist Church, of which Riner is pastor, was not 
“in friendly cooperation with this convention 
and sympathetic with its purposes and work” 
and it has not been a “bona fide contributor to 
the convention’s work”—requirements under 
Article III, Subpoint I of the SBC constitution.

The credentials committee in St. Louis 
where the convention was held, however, in
vestigated the Riners’ credentials challenge 
under the less subjective Subpoint II which 
says a church may send one messenger for 
every 250 members or for each $250 “paid to 
the work of the convention during the fiscal 
year preceding the annual meeting.”

The committee determined most of Logos 
Baptist Church’s contributions were not “to 
the work of the convention,” because they 
were designated primarily to an individual 
church. In October 1979, Logos sent a $2,000 
check to the North Central Baptist Associa
tion in Indiana “for First Baptist Church, 
Akron, Indiana.”

The other contributions were $250 “for SBC 
Foreign Missions program” and $50 for books

Baptists practice 
'MasterLife'

In order to present the gospel to the entire 
world by the year 2000, Southern Baptists 
need to reach over one-million people per day. 
“With our present program, that is virtually 
impossible,” Avery Willis told participants in 
a training program at Ridgecrest Baptist 
Conference Center earlier this month.

The nearly 300 Southern Baptist pastors, 
lay persons, and furloughing missionaries at
tending church training week there and at 
Glorieta Baptist Conference tested the con
cept of MasterLife Discipleship Training for 
Leaders, a multiplication principle designed 
by Willis, who is with the church training 
department of the Baptist Sunday School 
Board.

Willis explained that the emphasis of 
MasterLife is on group discipleship beginning 
with the pastor discipling eight persons, who, 
in turn, would disciple eight others. Through 
this concept, Willis explained, we can reach 
our goal in a little over 15 years.

The idea for MasterLife originated when 
Willis was president of the Southern Baptist 
seminary in Indonesia. “We came to the con
clusion we needed to teach the students the 
basic disciplines of discipleship,” he said. 
These include living in the Word, praying in 
faith, fellowship with believers, witnessing to 
the world, and ministering to each other.

Participants in the pilot program at 
Ridgecrest represented 200 Southern Baptist 
churches and 30 countries.

MasterLife is designed to meet in one to two 
hour weekly sessions for six months. Em
phasis is placed on the daily learning ac
tivities. Willis told Baptist and Reflector that 
the convention-wide launch of the concept 
would begin in 1982.

for First Baptist, Akron.
“The $2,000 given to another church cannot 

be counted as money paid to the work of the 
convention,” said Porter at the conclusion of 
his investigation. “I do not believe that money 
given by one church to another church meets 
the spirit or the letter of the constitutional 
provision.”

Porter emphasized his investigation did not 
address the vague requirements of Subpoint 
I, under which the Riners were challenged, 
and that no doctrinal test was involved. He 
said he will ask for a clarification of that sub
point from the Executive Committee in 
September.

For example, the Riners considered Logos’ 
gift to First Baptist of Akron a contribution 
“to the work of the convention,” though the 
credentials committee did not.

Daley, however, in an article explaining 
why he challenged the Riners’ credentials, 
said, “The record showed not one cent had 
been contributed by this church in its entire 
existence through the Cooperative Program 
which is the universally accepted channel by 
which churches express their interest in the 
worldwide Baptist missionary enterprise.”

The Executive Committee voted in St. 
Louis, before the Riner challenge, to examine 
the basis for membership in Article III.

Claudia Riner, a Kentucky state legislator, 
who was instrumental in having copies of the 
Ten Commandments placed in all Kentucky 
public school classrooms, had offered a 
resolution at the SBC meeting supporting 
such an action across the country. That 
resolution was disallowed when messengers 
unanimously disqualified the Riners as 
messengers.

Porter said that Logos Baptist Church, on 
the basis of its membership of 50, and if it had 
met the “friendly cooperation” requirement 
of Subpoint I, would have been eligible for a 
maximum of two messengers. The other eight 
messengers from the church were not 
challenged, however, so the credentials com
mittee did not check their credentials.

“If all had been challenged, we probably 
would have disqualified them all on the basis 
of misinformation,” said Porter. He said the 
credentials committee can initiate a creden
tials check on messengers, but chose not to in 
the case of the eight unchallenged 
messengers from Logos.

June's closing date affects 
Cooperative Program gifts

With the month of June closing on Monday, 
some mission gifts through the Cooperative 
Program for that month from Tennessee 
churches did not reach the state convention 
office by the time the June books closed, ac
cording to Tom J. Madden, executive 
secretary-treasurer of the Tennessee Baptist 
Convention.

Cooperative Program receipts for June had 
reached $792,049.82 by June 30.

Madden quickly noted that mission gifts for 
the Cooperative Program had reached nearly 
$l-million during the first 16 days of July, in
dicating to him that a large portion of the 
churches’ June contributions were received 
in July. Many church treasurers mail the 
Cooperative Program gifts after the last Sun
day of each month.

The Tennessee executive secretary also 
noted that May’s books closed on a Friday 
(May 30), so that most of May’s church con
tributions were received in May. The 
Cooperative Program total for May was 
$1,130,223.74.

June’s $792,049.82 was 21.9 percent below 
the $1,014,449.93 received for the Cooperative 
Program in June 1979.

BWA SINGERS — The Youth Choir of First Baptist Church, Ripley, attended the 
Baptist World Alliance in Toronto this month. The 30-member choir performed in 
several churches and was a part of the mass choir which sang during the con
gress. Edwin Hollis is the director.

Three BWA organizations 
elect officers in Toronto

Three departments of the Baptist World 
Alliance elected officers during meetings of 
the Baptist World Congress in Toronto earlier 
this month. These officers will serve for five 
years, until the 1985 congress.

The chairmen or president of these depart
ments are automatically members of the 
BWA General Council.

MEN’S DEPARTMENT
Lee Satterfield, an optometrist from Alta 

Vista, Va., was elected chairman of the BWA 
Men’s Department. A previous vice-
chairman, Satterfield succeeds Stephen 
Steeves of Canada.

The departments have six vice-chairmen, 
one from each continent. Those elected were 
Norman Cheung of Hong Kong for Asia; 
Walter Cade of Kansas City, Mo., for North 
America; David Nicholson of Australia for 
Oceana; Samuel Prato Gomez of Venezuela 
for South America; John During of Liberia 
for Africa; and

Re-elected secretary was Owen Cooper, 
Yazoo City, Miss. The new treasurer of the 
Men’s Department will be Floyd Harris, of 
Annandale, Va.

Last November at the TBC in Memphis, the 
messengers set a $13-million Cooperative 
Program goal for the convention budget year 
(November 1979-October 1980). This means 
that the monthly goal for the current budget 
year would be $1,083,333.33. June’s receipts 
were 26.9 below the monthly goal.

Looking at the convention year thus far 
(November 1979-June 1980), Madden observ
ed Cooperative Program receipts for those 
eight months were $8,500,’446.92. This is 4 per
cent above the $8,174,801.53 given during the 
same eight months of the previous convention 
year.

The eight-months’ goal for the current con
vention year would be $8,666,666.67 (eight
twelfths of $13-million). The $8,500,446.92 
given to missions through the Cooperative 
Program during the past eight months is 
$166,219.75 below (1.92 percent below) the 
eight-months’ goal.

Madden expressed appreciation for the 
faithfulness of Tennessee churches and their 
treasurers for the consistent giving to 
Cooperative Program mission causes month- 
by-month.

During business sessions, the Men’s 
Department voted to hold a Third World Con
gress for Baptist Men in 1982 in connection 
with the 1982 meeting of the BWA General 
Council. That meeting will be held in Nairobi, 
Kenya.

WOMEN’S DEPARTMENT
Mrs. Kersten Ruden of Sweden was elected 

president of the BWA Women’s Department, 
succeeding Mrs. Marie Mathis who has held 
that post for 10 years.

Mrs. Ruden is a former president of the 
European Baptist Women’s Union. Her hus
band, Erik Ruden, is a former BWA associate 
secretary for Europe.

Elected secretary-treasurer was Mrs. 
Judith Clanton of Oakland City, Ind.

Vice-presidents are the presidents of the six 
continental unions which compose the BWA 
Women’s Department.

YOUTH DEPARTMENT
Bob R. Taylor of Nashville was elected 

chairman of the BWA Youth Department. He 
is youth ministries coordinator of the Sunday 
School Board.

Regional vice-chairmen elected were Raul 
Scialabba of Argentina for Latin America; 
Noah Ola lyande of Nigeria for Africa; and 
Lars Georg Sahlin of Sweden for Europe. A 
vice-chairman for Asia will be named later.

In other action, the Youth Department 
selected Buenos Aires, Argentina, as the site 
for the 1983 Baptist Youth World Conference. 
This decision reversed a 1978 vote to hold the 
1983 conference in Brazil. However, Brazilian 
pastor Eli-Fernandes moved that the location 
be changed, because no international BWA- 
sponsored meeting has ever been held in 
Argentina.

The Youth World Conference will possibly 
be held in connection with the 1983 meeting of 
the BWA General Council.

Summer enrollment rises 
at Southeastern seminary

WAKE FOREST, N.C. — A record number 
of students are attending summer school at 
Southeastern Baptist Theological Seminary 
here, according to Fred W. Sandusky, 
registrar.

A total of 438 students are enrolled, a sharp 
increase over 1979 when 336 were enrolled.

Southeastern President W. Randall Lolley, 
in a recent address to students, attributed 
part of the increase to the worsening 
economic situation. “Students are having 
more difficulty finding summer jobs, so more 
of them are attending summer school,” he 
said.
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Supreme Court reviews more religious cases
By Stan Hastey

WASHINGTON (BP) — Reflecting a na
tional trend toward more and more litigation, 
religious controversies cascaded on the U.S. 
Supreme Court during its recently concluded 
1979-80 term.

At least three dozen cases directly involv
ing religious questions were docketed by the 
justices, although most never made it to the 
oral argument stage. In all, the high court 
handled 4,781 cases during the term, although 
only 56 were accepted for oral arguments 
and formal opinions.

As was generally the case across the spec

Sunday School Board removes 
'offensive' book from stores

“Alberto,” a 32-page comic book which was 
called offensive by the Catholic publication, 
The Tennessee Register, has been removed 
from the shelves of three Baptist Book Stores 
by the Baptist Sunday School Board.

The three stores which were selling the 
comic book were in Memphis, Oklahoma City, 
Okla., and Albuquerque, N.M.

A statement issued by BSSB, president 
Grady C. Cothen said, “It is with regret that I 
learned of the presence of this material for 
sale in three Baptist Book Stores. While it was 
there at the request of a customer, it does not 
represent the attitude of Southern Baptists or 
the Baptist Sunday School Board.”

A board spokesman stated that the reason 
for the book being in the stores probably came 
about because customers had requested a 
copy, and the managers had ordered several, 
supposing there would be other requests.

The book is said by The Tennessee Register 
to be in a number of bookstores throughout 
the United States, and many of these have 
removed it from their stock

The comic book allegedly tells the true 
story of a Jesuit priest who was ordained in 
Spain and assigned to infiltrate and destroy 
Protestant churches according to Religious 
New Service. It supposedly indicates that 
babies of nuns have been murdered and 
buried in underground tunnels.

The book was published by Chick Publica
tions of Chinco, Cal

Alberto Rivera, on whose life the comic 
book is reportedly based, operates the Anti- 
Christ Information Center in Canoga Park, 
CaL, and publishes a newsletter that pro
motes the concept that the Roman Catholic 
Church is the anti-Christ, states a news 
release from Religious News Service.

Owen F. Campion, editor of The Tennessee 
Register, wrote in ah editorial that Cothen’s 
reaction “indicates a genuine sensitivity for

Mrs. Helen Boston 
succumbs to heat

The extreme heat has been responsible for 
the death of at least one Baptist in Tennessee.

Mrs. Helen Boston, widow of former Pastor 
and Union University Vice-President H.H. 
Boston, was discovered dead in her home on 
Saturday, July 12. The exact cause of death 
has not been determined; but her nephew, 
Raymond Boston, said it was assumed she 
died from heat exhaustion. Her air
conditioner was not working, and firemen 
reported that the temperature in the house 
was nearly 150 degrees.

Funeral services were held at White- 
Ransom Funeral Home in Union City. Fred 
Kendall II, pastor of First Baptist Church 
there, officiated. Burial was in Union City.

Mrs. Boston’s husband was pastor of First 
Baptist Church in Martin for about 10 years. 
He came to Union in the late 1940s and served 
there as vice-president in charge of capital 
enlargement until his retirement. Following 
his retirement, he was interim pastor of First 
Baptist Church, Union City, and First Baptist 
Church, Humboldt. Mrs. Boston’s nephew is 
pastor of First Baptist Church in Dyersburg, 
and a former pastor of the Humboldt con
gregation.

trum of the court’s caseload, no clear trend 
was discernible in religion cases. From the 
viewpoint of the religious community itself, 
results received mixed reviews, particularly 
the decision in the divisive Hyde Amendment 
abortion funding case.

That test, which raised the question of equal 
protection and due process for poor women in 
need of abortions, polarized the religious 
community as perhaps no other high court 
decision in recent terms. Many mainline 
denominations, working through the 
Religious Coalition for Abortion Rights, de
nounced the 5-4 decision upholding a congres

the feelings of others and a respect for their 
beliefs.” Campion added, “Cothen and his 
associates have provided a good example for 
all to follow in relations among persons of dif
ferent beliefs.”

According to an article in the Nashville 
Banner, “Alberto” contains such statements 
as “Roman Catholics are not Christians” and 
“homosexuality in a Catholic seminary is not 
only condoned but a young man who resists it 
is chastized.”

The book does carry a disclaimer that no 
similarity between the characters or institu
tions in the publication and any living or dead 
persons is intended.

The National Catholic News Service claims 
that Rivera was never ordained as a Jesuit 
priest.

TENNESSEAN ELECTED — Louis Ball, chairman of the division of fine arts at
Carson-Newman College, was elected vice-president of the Southern Baptist 
Music Conference at its meeting in St. Louis last month. The officers are (front, 
from left) Al Washburn, president-elect; Thad Roberts, president; Mary June 
Tabor, secretary-treasurer; Gerald Brown, vice-president, local church division; 
(back row) Ball, vice-president, educators; and Carl Sheppard, vice-president, 
denominational division.

Michigan musicians benefit 
from Tennessee instruction

Church musicians from across Tennessee assisted the church music department of 
the Baptist State Convention of Michigan July 12-16 by providing leadership at 11 Bold 
Mission training schools in that state.

The schools, which included instruction in theory, music reading, choral skills, and 
conducting, were held in local churches around the Detroit-Lansing area. In addition to 
teaching choir members and leaders from the churches, the Tennessee group presented 
two concerts under the direction of Louis Ball, Carson-Newman College, Jefferson City.

John Auvenshine, director of the Michigan church music department, was the coor
dinator for the schools. Tennessee churches provided travel expenses for their ministers 
of music.

Those participating from the Volunteer State were, in addition to Ball, Mr. and Mrs. 
Roger Cowen, First Baptist Church, Martin; C.L. Huling, First Baptist Church, Hender
sonville; Kirby Johnson, Tennessee Baptist Convention summer worker from Memphis; 
Al Mashbern, Audubon Park Baptist Church, Memphis; Wyatt Parker, First Baptist 
Church, Pigeon Forge; Bob Robinson, TBC summer worker from Kingsport; Eugene 
Spencer, First Baptist Church, Old Hickory; Mr. and Mrs. George Wadlington, South 
Harriman Baptist Church, Harriman; and Frank Charton and Julian Suggs, TBC church 
music department.

sional ban on public funding for almost all 
abortions, as a giant step backward.

Most evangelicals and Roman Catholics, on 
the other hand, received the decision with joy 
and promised renewed efforts in the next Con
gress to push through a constitutional amend
ment banning abortion.

Although the constitutional issues of free 
exercise and no establishment of religion 
were raised in the Hyde Amendment case, the 
Supreme Court refused to consider them. U.S. 
District Court Judge John F. Dooling Jr., who 
earlier had declared the controversial law un
constitutional, did so partially because of his 
agreement with pro-choice forces that to 
deprive a poor woman of public abortion fun
ding might in some cases deny her free exer
cise of religion.

But the high court rejected that view, 
declaring that the indigent New York women 
on whose behalf the suit challenging the Hyde 
Amendment was brought, had no legal stand
ing to pursue the free exercise argument 
because none of them had actually claimed it.

On the no establishment argument, both 
Judge Dooling and the Supreme Court re
jected arguments by the pro-choice side that 
the Hyde Amendment unconstitutionally 
favored one theological position over others.

Besides the Hyde Amendment test, the two 
most significant church-state cases before the 
high court in the recent term remained 
unresolved. The court declined to interrupt 
lower court proceedings in both, each of 
which promises to become a landmark case.

One of them pits the state of California 
against Herbert W. Armstrong’s Worldwide 
Church of God. In spite of concerted efforts by 

Baptists and other mainline denominations to 
convince the high court to reject the Califor
nia Attorney General’s action last year plac
ing the Worldwide Church under state 
receivership, the justices decided instead to 
let the case be tried in California courts first. 
It is a “can’t miss” case for future review, 
however, perhaps as early as next term.

In the other case, to determine if the United 
Methodist Church is a legal entity subject to 
libel suits, the justices likewise declined to 
prevent the matter from being litigated in 
California courts. At issue is whether former 
residents of a group of bankrupt, Methodist- 
related retirement homes can sue not only the 
legal corporation, Pacific Homes, but also the 
regional Methodist conference, the church’s 
board of finance and the United Methodist 
Church itself. Constitutional lawyers 
specializing in the church-state field maintain 
the case’s resolution may well usher in a new 
day of anti-church litigation if the Supreme 
Court ultimately holds that denominations 
themselves can be held liable for the actions 
of all related agencies and institutions.

In another significant church-state case, 
the court ruled 8-1 that local municipalities 
may not forbid charitable organizations from 
soliciting funds door-to-door. The solid high 
court majority thus struck down a 1974 or
dinance in Schaummburg, Ill., located 25 
miles northwest of Chicago, requiring 
charitable groups, including churches, to ob
tain permits to solicit and to prove to town of
ficials that 75 percent of the money raised 
went to charity, and not to cover ad
ministrative costs.

The Church of Scientology, which the Inter
nal Revenue Service recognizes as a bona fide 
tax exempt religious group, failed in a high 
court effort to require the federal government 
to return documents seized by the FBI in 
massive raids on the church’s Washington. 
D.C. and Los Angeles headquarters.

But on the other side of the ledger, the court 
upheld the right of Hare Krishnas to solicit 
funds at the Indiana State Fair. The state had 
attempted to restrict movement of the sect's 
adherent by demanding that they solicit only 
from an assigned booth.

The justices likewise declined to review 
lower court rulings that the state of Ohio may 
not control disciplinary procedures in 
parochial schools and that Kentucky’s state 
Board of Education may not regulate teacher 
certification and textbook use in nonpublic 
schools.

And the court announced it would not hear a 
First Amendment no establishment challenge 
to a provision of California’s state constitu
tion forbidding employment discrimination 
on the basis of religion.

Church property disputes, an area of ongo
ing conflict, figured in another trio of high 
court actions. The court declined to review a 
Boston case which challenged local Roman 
Catholic officials for using parishioners’ con
tributions to erect low and moderate income 
housing units when some contributors thought 
their gifts were to be used for a cemetery.

And in a pair of cases involving 
Presbyterian congregations, the court in ef
fect reaffirmed its decision of last term that, 
unless a specific denominational policy state
ment in a legal charter says otherwise, 
disputed local church property goes to the 
congregational majority.

Among numerous other religion cases 
handled during the term, the court held that 
Madalyn Murray O’Hair must stand trial in 
Austin, Tex., for disrupting a meeting of the 
city council; that the city of Denver may con
tinue to display its traditional nativity scene 
on public property; that pacifists may not 
refuse to pay income taxes which go to the 
Pentagon; and that the city of Chicago was 
justified in dismissing a member of the 
Jehovah’s Witnesses sect who refused to 
teach her pupils the pledge of allegiance to 
the American flag.

The court announced it will hear next term 
cases involving unemployment benefits for 
individuals who quit their jobs for religious 
reasons and the conditions under which state 
officials may permanently remove children 
from their parents.
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EDITORIAL

Postage increase affects our rates
The raising of second-class postal rates this 

month by the United States Postal Service will direct
ly affect the subscription rates of the Baptist and 
Reflector.

Two years ago the publication’s Board of Direc
tors voted to pass the mailing rate increases on to the 
subscribers. At that time, it cost us about 2 cents per 
copy to have the Baptist and Reflector delivered to 
you. In July of last year, this charge was elevated to 
2.4 cents. This month the cost went to approximately 3 
cents.

Although the Postal Services states publicly that 
rate increase was in the “average” range of 15-16 per
cent, the actual figure for the Baptist and Reflector 
(and other non-profit publications) was 23.5 percent!
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Beginning Sept. 1, our charges for subscriptions 
will reflect this increase.

The Church Budget Plan will be increased from 
the present 5.9 cents per copy to 6.5 cents per copy. In 
1978 when we went to this system, it was decided that 
3.5 cents would go toward the printing and production 
of the state paper, and that is not being changed. For 
church budget committees use in figuring next year’s 
budget, this would amount to $3.32 cents per subscrip
tion for the next 12 months.

The Club Rate (for churches which have less than 
50 percent of their families as subscribers) will be in
creased from 7.2 cents to 7.8 cents per copy. This 
figures to about $4.00 per year.

The subscription price for Individual Subscrip
tions will be increased from $4.00 to $4.30 per year, 
payable in advance.

The Postal Service is now on Step 9 of a program 
to increase drastically the rates of second-class and 
third-class mailings. Before this started about six 
years ago, it cost the Baptist and Reflector about $200 
per week to mail our publication. By early 1978, this 
had grown to about $1,000 per week. Before this 
month’s increase, our cost was about $2,100 per week. 
Now it costs about $2,600 to mail the Baptist and 
Reflector to our subscribers each week.

That’s the bad news — but there is good news! We 
are still about to mail you your copy this week for 3 
cents — which is a bargain, when you consider what it 
costs you to mail a letter or postcard!

Pray for rain
Our nation is in the midst of a weather crisis.
A huge portion of our country is gripped by a 

massive heat wave. Every day we hear of many cities 
— some in Tennessee — which are setting record high 
temperatures. Thermometer readings of over 100 
degrees are common, even in the northern portion of 
the United States.

By the editor

News reports come in daily concerning deaths 
directly attributed to the continuing hot weather.

Related to temperatures is the crisis caused by 
the absence of rain. Crops are dying everywhere, 
reminiscent of the 1930 Dust Bowl era. Farm animals, 
especially poultry, are perishing.

This indicates a drought disaster which will pro
duce a food shortage and even higher prices for 
foodstuffs in the near future.

I

In some states, public officials have asked 
churches to hold special services to pray for rain. Is 
this an improper request?

We have a merciful God. Certainly He is concern
ed about the plight of our citizens.

As Christians, we must also be concerned about 
the needs of others. God has encouraged us to share 
our concerns with Him through prayer. Even the ad
monition in the model prayer given by Jesus instructs 
us to pray for our “daily bread” — which would cer
tainly apply in the face of the current drought.

Therefore, we would urge you to make this a mat
ter of urgent, concerted prayer. Pray that God would 
send His refreshing rain on our parched earth.

“Cicero, I want to announce the organiza
tion of a new political party,” exclaimed 
Shirley Knott, noted political activist.

I acknowledged that she was within her 
rights, since third parties have appeared 
throughout the history of the United States. 
“What is the name of your new party?” 
Cicero asked.

Shirley said that it would be called the 
Undecided Political Party. “I got the idea 
from reading those public opinion polls in the 
newspapers, which indicate that 20 percent or 
more are ‘undecided’ in the face of an almost 
certain choice between Ronald Reagan and 
Jimmy Carter,” she observed.

Shirley added that her own polls, conducted 
by “Pop” U. Luce indicate that the number of 
undecided voters is increasing.

“Another indication that our cause is grow
ing can be seen in that there were several ‘un
committed’ votes cast at last week’s 
Republican National Convention in Detroit,” 
reported Shirley Knott.

My visitor was optimistic about the poten
tial of her new political organization, noting 
that very few third parties began with a 20 
percent nationwide endorsement of the 
population. “With this backing, I can foresee 
little problem in getting ‘Undecided’ listed on 
the November presidential ballot,” Shirley 
predicted.

“What does your Undecided Party stand 
for?” Cicero inquired. “The two regular par
ties have a platform on which to run.”

Shirley agreed this is true. “We tried to 
have a meeting to draw up a platform, but too 
many of our group were undecided when we 
should meet,” she stated. “So, we polled these 
‘undecided’ and found out they weren’t decid
ed about where they stood on such issues as 
abortion, ERA, foreign policy, disarmament, 
inflation, among other issues.”

Cicero was puzzled. “Just suppose that you 
did get ‘Undecided’ listed on the November 
ballot, what would you do if you won?” I 
quizzed.

“Well, we really haven’t decided,” Ms. 
Knott confessed. “My immediate thought is 
that the office of president of the United 
States would be declared vacant!”

Cicero stuttered, “But how would our na
tion operate without a president?”

“Very well,” Shirley responded. Among the 
advantages she listed were these:

— There would be no presidential press con
ferences or speeches to interrupt or preempt 
favorite television programs.

— Newspapers and TV news programs 
could be shortened, since there would be none 
of those abundant articles which begin, “To
day president John Doe...”

— There would be no presidential vetoes to 
confuse the legislative process.

— In the 1984 elections, there would be no in
cumbent president who could “point with 
pride” or who could be attacked by his op
ponents who “view with alarm” — meaning 
that candidates would have to take stands on 
the issues.

“And think of all the money we would save 
by not having all those administrative aides 
on salaries and expense accounts,” Shirley 
added, “not to mention the savings on utilities 
at the White House.”

Cicero interrupted, “But who would make 
all those decisions now made by our 
presidents?”

“That’s simple.” Shirley Knott said. “I 
have employed Ralph E. Rendum to conduct 
nationwide public opinion polls on decisions 
previously made by the presidents. That 
should solve the problem — unless too many 
of those polled are ‘undecided’.”* • * • • * • V • • •
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-detteib to ScUto*...
Letters on any religion-related subject are welcomed. Letters of over 300 words 
will not be used. Other letters may be shortened at the discretion of the editor. 
No unsigned letters will be printed, but writer’s name will be withheld for 
sufficient reason. Letters must contain complete address.

Personal 
perspective

Prejudicial headline
Dear editor,

I am writing concerning a recent headline 
in the June 25 issue of the Baptist and Reflec
tor: “Leaders decline to dismiss Walsh for il
legal trip to Iran session.” To characterize 
the trip as “illegal” is prejudicial.

It is not clear that the group that went to the 
conference in Iran did anything illegal. In
deed, they ignored a travel ban by President 
Carter, but that does not constitute illegality. 
As a matter of fact, a committee of 275 con
gressmen recently studied this very question 
and concluded that there were not legal 
grounds for the prosecution of the group. 
After all it is the Congress and not the presi
dent which legislates the law. Without “due 
process,” this headline cast an inaccurate 
shadow over the entire story.

The headline aside, I do appreciate your 
coverage of this and other stories related to 
the involvement of the Revs. Kimball and 
Walsh in the dialogue with the Iranian people. 
Knowing both men personally, I have seen 
God clearly and powerfully working in and 
through them. I have also seen what it costs to 
follow the Lord in active peace-making (Mt. 
5:9).

Stephen Boyd
28 Holden St.
Cambridge, MA 02138

Hunger committees
Dear editor:

On Aug. 6, the Baptists of Tennessee will 
join with others throughout the Southern Bap- 
tist Convention for World Hunger Day.

During 1979 Tennessee Baptists gave more 
than $129,598.65 for world hunger relief.

In November 1979 the Tennessee Baptist 
Convention approved a recommendation ask
ing every Southern Baptist church in Ten
nessee to establish a World Relief Committee 
to deal with both local community needs as 
well as world needs.

Your church committee may be called the 
Benevolent Committee, the Hunger Commit
tee, or the Mission Needs Committee.

Regardless of the name of your committee, 
the World Relief and Hunger Committee of 
the Tennessee Baptist Convention needs the 
name and address of your committee 
chairperson in your church. Send the name, 
address, and church of the chairperson in 
your church responsible for world hunger and 
relief to: Tennessee Baptist World Relief 
Committee, Tennessee Baptist Convention, 
P.O. Box 347, Brentwood, TN 37027.

Your Tennessee Baptist World Relief Com
mittee is developing a mailing list of all relief 
committees in our local churches.

In November 1980, Tennessee Baptists will 
receive a recommendation on the Tennessee- 
Upper Volta Hunger and Relief Project. Up
per Volta is a land-locked country on the 
western side of the continent of Africa.

To keep your local committee informed on 
the work of Tennessee Baptists in the area of 
hunger and relief, please mail the informa
tion on your local chairperson.

Lee Prince
218 Union Ave.
Memphis, TN 38104

No competition
Dear editor:

“And God gave some evangelists” (Eph. 
4:11).

We cannot improve on God’s program! 
Though our ministries overlap, it is quite ob
vious that God gave each one of us to the 
church to perform a specific ministry. When 
we do not acknowledge each other’s call and 
ministry, the people that we minister will lack 
the perfecting that follows the exercising of 
our gift (Eph. 4:12)

There should be no competition between 

evangelists, pastors, and denominational 
leaders. We have all been given to the church 
for the “perfecting of the saints.”

As president of the Conference of Southern 
Baptist Evangelists, I’m praying that in 1980 
and 1981 we will have a new recognition, love, 
and utilization of each other’s calling and 
ministry. This can only be accomplished 
through prayer. You cannot help but love 
someone you pray for!

Clyde Childs
P.O. Box 20200
St. Louis, MO 63123

Public school prayers
Dear editor:

I am very deeply offended by the position 
taken by your paper and the Southern Baptist 
leaders who have opposed S540 by which Sen. 
Jesse Helms and others are trying to undo the 
evils that now exist concerning the lack of 
prayer in public schools.

Many families have at great expense taken 
their children from public schools and placed 
them in private schools in order that they 
might have a better chance to know Christ as 
their Saviour and bear more fruit to His glory, 
but many families still have their children in 
public schools and need prayer.

Our crime rate, etc., all seem to have gotten 
out of hand about the same time we took God 
out of our public schools. I believe after much 
prayer that God is pleased with the effort 
made by those who desire to allow states to 
restore prayer in public schools. Unless we 
obey the word (2 Chron. 7:14), our nation and 
people have only disaster before us. Woe unto 
the leaders and people who offend the Lord 
our God!

May God bless you, in the precious name of 
our Saviour and Lord Jesus Christ, Amen!

The fear of the Lord is to hate evil. The fear 
of the Lord is the beginning of wisdom. Our 
nation was founded as a Christian nation, and 
only because of this has it prospered. We take 
His Word and prayer out of our schools and 
turn our backs on Him, then what?

John Knox Aycock
773 University St.
Memphis, TN 38107

Bivocational pastors emphasize 
missions awareness, participation

RIDGECREST, N.C. (BP)—Southern Bap
tist missions awareness and participation are 
heavily emphasized in churches led by 
bivocational pastors, according to denomina
tional leaders at Bible Preaching Week at 
Ridgecrest Baptist Conference Center.

While recognizing the importance of 
bivocational pastors, along with the frequent
ly accompanying limitations of time and 
finances, new helps are being offered by the 
denomination to assist the pastors in becom
ing more effective in their churches.

Charles Bryan, newly-elected vice- 
president of overseas operations at the 
Southern Baptist Foreign Mission Board, told 
the bivocational pastors he believes God has 
touched Southern Baptists in a unique way 
with Bold Mission Thrust, the denomination’s 
goal to share the gospel with the world by 2000 
A.D.

“Many people think large churches provide 
the missionaries and money, but that’s not the 
case,” Bryan told the pastors. “The small 
church produces the bulk of the money for the 
Cooperative Program (Southern Baptists’ 
unified giving plan) and many of our mis
sionaries.”

In the Southern Baptist Convention, 26,000 
of the 35,000 churches have a membership 
under 300. More than 9,000 pastors are bivoca
tional, which means they hold a full or part- 
time job in addition to their church respon-

BIRTHDAY SHOWERS — Annette 
Crockett inspects her kitchen that 
was flooded for a week. Floods hit 
the home in Azul, Argentina on the 
missionary's birthday.

Rain, prayers flood 
missionary birthday

AZUL, Argentina — Normally when a per
son celebrates a birthday, the person is 
showered with cards, gifts, and best wishes. It 
is a rare occasion when one is literally 
“showered” with rain as Southern Baptist 
Missionary Annette Crockett was.

Torrential rains in Azul, Argentina, during 
the week of the Arkansas native’s birthday, 
had registered the normal total rainfall in a 
year for that area. Eighty percent of the town 
went under water.

With thousands of Southern Baptists pray
ing for Mrs. Crockett on her birthday, she and 
her husband, Robert were able to preserve 
some of their belongings by moving them to 
the upper level of their home as the water was 
rising. With the help of some strangers, they 
moved to a hotel in the center of the town. A 
week passed before the family was able to get 
back to their home to begin cleaning up.

More than 7,500 other people were 
evacuated from their homes. However, the 
Southern Baptist Foreign Mission Board im
mediately responded by supplying funds for 
food, mattresses, and blankets.

sibilities.
Churches led by bivocational pastors many 

times are small, some having as few as 15-20 
on a regular basis in Sunday School and wor
ship services. Others are larger, but general
ly under 150.

Approximately a dozen bivocational 
pastors attended the Ridgecrest conference 
entitled “Tasks and Tools for the Bivocational 
Ministry.” One pastor, who has been bivoca
tional for 22 years, said he was “tired of all 
meetings being planned for ministers from 
larger churches,” without consideration for 
the situation of bivocational pastors, whose 
time is limited.

The pastors attending the meeting were 
from Mississippi, Kentucky, West Virginia, 
Louisiana, and Tennessee. The West Virginia 
pastor reported that the number of churches 
with bivocational pastors in his state was 
higher than the number of pastors with full- 
time church positions.

Numerous topics were covered in the con
ference, including planning, preaching, how 
to establish priorities for becoming better 
ministers, and how to help deacons par
ticipate more fully in the ministries of the 
church.

The Baptist Sunday School Board’s church 
administration department is planning 10 
regional conferences for bivocational pastors 
through 1981.

BY TOM MADDEN
TBC executive secretary

I had the privilege of attending the 14th 
Baptist World Congress in Toronto, Canada, 
earlier this month. I want to share some 
observations of this Baptist fellowship with 
you.

One overwhelming impression was that of a 
unity in the midst of 
much diversity. There 
were some 19,000 
messengers gathered 
here from about 115 
Baptist Conventions 
representing nearly 
100 different countries 
with a total Baptist 
membership of over 
30-million. The diver
sity was found in the 
dress, language, and Madd*n
customs. It was a breathtaking experience to 
look at the gathered congregation clothed in 
their national dress, to hear them pray, sing, 
and speak in their national tongue. The unity 
was found in their common faith in Christ. 
The theme of the conference was 
“Celebrating Christ’s Presence through the 
Spirit.”

The price that some have paid for their 
faith is profoundly impressive. To say “Jesus 
Christ is Lord” in our nation is relatively 
easy. Some attending this congress literally 
bear physical scars for saying it in their 
native land.

I have long been a “China watcher” anx
iously concerned about the millions in that na
tion. I was thrilled when I heard the congress 
president, David Y.K. Wong, say he had 
visited China four times during the past year 
and found the churches open and crowded and 
the people hungry to hear the gospel. While 
our missionaries have been shut out, Christ 
could not be shut out.

One final observation: the great strength of 
the Baptist World Alliance remains in the 
United States. Of the 30-million members and 
116,678 churches that make up the Baptist 
World Congress, about 25-million members 
and 84,530 of the churches are in the United 
States. Of these, 13,379,073 members and 
35,605 churches are in the Southern Baptist 
Convention. I wouldn’t dare try to estimate 
how much of the financial strength is in our 
SBC.

I do not know that much of the responsibili
ty of sharing Christ with the world depends 
upon our Southern Baptist Convention chur
ches.

Chattanooga pastor 
prepares to retire

Elmer Piper, pastor of East Lake Baptist 
Church in Chattanooga since 1972, has an
nounced his retirement from the active 
ministry, effective September 30.

The east Tennessee pastor led churches in 
Mt. Pleasant and Winston-Salem, N.C. and 
was in full-time evangelism for 20 years, bas
ed in Greeneville, S.C. He served previously 
as pastor at East Lake from 1944-45.

He has been active in denominational work 
serving three years as a member of the Ten
nessee Baptist committee on boards; as 
president of the pastors’ conference for 
Hamilton County Baptist Association; as 
chairman of the missions committee for 
Hamilton Co.; and as chairman of the com
mittee on committees for his association. In 
1977, he participated in a preaching crusade 
to Zambia in which there were 2,700 profes
sions of faith.

Mr. and Mrs. Piper plan to reside in 
Greeneville from where he will preach 
revivals, lead conferences, and do interim 
work.
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Blindness fails to slow
Baptist mission volunteer

MONTPELIER, Vt. (BP)—Blindness has 
never been as big a problem for Jay Waugh as 
the attitudes of others towards blindness.

The loss of sight at age eight wasn’t par
ticularly traumatic to Waugh, pastor of Mont
pelier (Vermont) Baptist Chapel. After suf
fering through childhood with eye disease, he 
says, “we knew eventually my sight would 
go.”

His conversion was the event which chang
ed his life. “For some time I had struggles 
with a nagging emptiness inside me,” he ex
plains. “I didn’t know what was the matter.” 
Waugh, 63, remembers trying to tell his 
father about it on the way home from church. 
“Daddy, something is wrong with me, and it’s 
not here (pointing to his eyes), it’s here (poin
ting to his heart)!” That day, as an eight
year-old boy, Waugh accepted Christ.

Through years of experience, Waugh has 
made his sensitivity to the handicapped a 
vital part of his ministry. “A lot of folks think 
blindness means living in the dark. All too 
often, people associate darkness with ig
norance, fear, stupidity, and inability. I don’t 
live in the dark; I never have.

“In my lifetime, I’ve often been slapped 
with the attitude of ‘You can’t because you’re 
blind.’ That just isn’t so.”

Much of his life and ministry has been spent 
in an effort to conquer this attitude. When he 
applied to Southern Baptist Theological 
Seminary, Louisville, Ky., his application 
wasn’t accepted. He was told they “couldn’t 
take responsibility for the blind,” and that he 
“would take up too much time from the 
sighted students.”

After reassuring them that God had called 
him to preach, he told them, “I did not ask for 
you to be responsible for me. I’ll be there in

One patient's invitation
leads to house churches

BANGALORE, India — When Jayaramaiah 
invited one of the evangelists from Bangalore 
Baptist Hospital to visit him at home, he 
didn’t realize he was starting a chain of 
events that would end in the establishment of 
a new church in another Indian village.

He had been impressed with the treatment 
he received at the hospital and by the staff’s 
caring concern. He just wanted to know more 
about the Jesus Christ he’d heard of while he 
was hospitalized.

When the evangelist came, Jayaramaiah 
asked some friends to come listen with him. 
Before long five adults had accepted Christ. 
One, Narayanappa, was from another village.

The only Christian in his village and 
formerly an orthodox Hindu, Narayanappa 
chose to keep his new faith a secret. But 
within a week he became seriously ill. As he 
was dying, he said to his mother, “Jesus 
Christ, my God, is calling me.” Puzzled, his 
mother wondered how she could learn what 
her son had meant.

A few weeks later a group of missionaries 
and evangelists were traveling along the road 
near Narayanappa’s village. Seeing that two 
boys had been in a serious bicycle accident, 
the group stopped to help and then took the 
boys to their homes in the village.

The boys’ families and friends received the 
group warmly and listened as the evangelists 
witnessed to them. The village elders invited 
the group to return and tell them more about 
Jesus. Soon Narayanappa’s mother learned 
what her son had meant, and three of her 
family members accepted Christ as their 
Saviour.

Now a house church has been formed in the 
village and 29 people, mostly from 
Narayanappa’s family, have received Christ.

It started with a patient, impressed with the

September.” Waugh graduated in three 
years, with better than average grades, and 
accepted a pastorate at Kinnett Memorial 
Baptist Church in Burlington, N.C.

After 17 years, Waugh left the local 
pastorate in 1961 to begin the Waugh 
Evangelistic Association. He went on the road 
to “educate people to the potential of blind 
people. Many times churches don’t minister 
to the blind because they don’t know how to 
reach them.”

Waugh and his wife, May, arrived in Mont
pelier last July as mission volunteers and 
have provided desperately needed help to the 
39-member congregation. He felt the 
members were crying out for something per
manent.

“Now we are moving to a more mature 
understanding of the Christian church. A per
manent church must be built on the gospel,” 
he explains.

Waugh is compassionate — and sensitive. 
Because there are two blind members of his 
church in Montpelier, he is constantly trying 
to encourage them to become involved in the 
total fellowship of the church. “The most 
valuable thing I can do is see that the blind 
are normal, active members, fully involved in 
the life of the church. It sounds so very sim
ple, and yet it is the thing most often 
neglected.”

Waugh is persistent — and aware. He con
tinues to challenge Southern Baptists to have 
a new perspective on the blind. He en
courages people to think of the blind as people 
first, then as people who happen to be blind.

“Give me an opportunity to serve,” he says. 
“Then if I am not effective or don’t measure 
up, let me go, just like you would anyone else. 
But first, give me a chance.”

Christian care he had received at the hospital, 
asking one of the evangelists to visit him. This 
same process occurs 20 to 30 times each 
month, according to Rebekah Naylor, the 
Southern Baptist missionary press represen
tative for India. Eight evangelists and pastors 
work from the hospital in contacting those 
former patients who want to be visited.

In a six-month period one pastor establish
ed regular work in eight villages where more 
than 100 people made professions of faith. He 
says he believes five churches will form in 
those areas.

Baptist wins at Wimbledon
DALLAS (BP) — Anne Smith cherishes Psalms 27:1.
Unlike most people who display their favorite verse in a picture frame, Miss Smith 

frames “The Lord is my light and my salvation, whom shall I fear?” on her tennis rac
quet — the one she used to win the women’s doubles title at Wimbledon July 5.

The 21-year-old member of First Baptist Church, Dallas, teamed with Kathy Jordan 
of Pennsylvania to defeat Rosie Casals and Wendy Turnbull for the title.

“I really couldn’t believe it,” she said of her win at Wimbledon. “When you’re out 
there, you really don’t think about it being Wimbledon. You just have to think of it as 
another tournament.”

After the tournament is over though “You can think, ‘I won at Wimbledon, the grand 
slam of them all,”’ she said.

The tanned, athletic young woman said winning the doubles was not as exciting as 
eliminating the top-seeded team of Martina Navratilova and Billie Jean King in the 
semifinals, a special treat because Billie Jean beat Miss Smith in second round singles 
Play.

The confident Miss Smith said she didn’t get nervous until the doubles awards 
ceremony when she had to walk to the service line at centre court and curtsy before 
receiving her trophy from the Duke and Duchess of Kent.

A Christian since age 10, the 5-foot-5 tennis champion said, “I realize God has given 
me the ability and talent to be a tennis player. I do my best on the court and I play to 
honor Him.”

She says she tries to please the Lord by the way she acts on and off the tennis court 
and she tries to share her testimony with others.

PERSISTENCE—May and Jay Waugh visit Kathi McPherson in Montpelier, Vt., 
where he is pastor of Montpelier Baptist Chapel. Blind since childhood, Waugh 
still gets out to make his pastoral rounds.

Anger causes marriage failures, 
therapist tells family conference
RIDGECREST, N.C. (BP)— Failure to deal 

realistically with anger as it arises is the ma
jor cause of failure in modern marriages, ac
cording to world-renowned marriage 
counselor David Mace.

Mace told Southern Baptists attending a 
Christian Life conference at Ridgecrest Bap
tist Conference Center that his discovery of 
the role of anger in marriage and the family 
came late in his nearly 50 years as a profes
sional marriage therapist.

“I am deeply convinced that we have been 
ignoring the vital central reality about the 
business of living together in families,” he 
said. “We have made tremendous efforts to 
improve the social and physical environment 
of the family, but I now believe that there is 
something vital and essential that we have 
missed.

“The generally supposed causes of marital 
trouble such as difficulties with sex, money, 
in-laws, and child-raising are not the real 
causes.

“The inner failure of a close relationship 
takes place always for the same reason. It’s 
because the persons involved have been 

unable to achieve mutual love and intimacy. 
That failure is almost always due to the in
ability of the persons concerned to deal 
creatively with anger.”

According to Mace, marriage and family 
living generates, in normal people, more 
anger than they experience in any other situa
tion in which they habitually find themselves.

“The overwhelming majority of family 
members know of only two ways of dealing 
with anger—to vent it or to suppress it,” Mace 
explained. “Both of these methods are 
destructive of love and intimacy.”

Mace said there is a way out of that destruc
tive choice and it begins by recognizing open
ly that anger is a healthy emotion and it can
not be prevented.

“Couples should give each other the right to 
be angry with each other without any 
judgments or penalties,” Mace explained. 
“However, couples should agree that when 
one does get angry with the other this should 
be communicated as soon as possible.”

Secondly, couples should agree never to at
tack each other. That assurance makes it un
necessary for the other partner to go on the 
defensive and to develop retaliatory anger. 
“Instead,” Mace said, “couples should try to 
develop a compassionate concern rather tlian 
a sense of hostility toward the angry partner 
and to communicate the desire to understand 
how and why the anger occurred.”

After acknowledging the anger and promis
ing not to vent it, the anger still is there and 
must be faced, understood, and removed.

“In order to do this,” Mace said, “couples 
have to accept the fact that the state of anger 
in one partner, evoked by the other, is an in
tegral part of the couple’s total relationship. 
Both have an equal responsibility to clear it 
up.”

Mace said that can be done in a session 
together in which the situation that produced 
the anger is carefully examined. The at
mosphere must be one of openness and hones
ty, with all relevant facts and feelings shared. 
“If the anger is still too hot to handle, it may 
be necessary to wait,” he said, “but postpone
ment must not become evasion.”

“Only by going right to the inner core of our 
intimate relationships, and learning how to 
resolve the love-anger cycle, shall we release 
the power to make family living warm, lov
ing, and tender,” Mace said. “When we can 
do this for families, they should be able to do 
just about everything else for themselves.”
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Our People and Our Churches . . .
LEADERSHIP...

Rover Baptist Church in Eagleville called 
Kerry Clark as music and youth director 
recently. Clark, a student at Belmont College 
in Nashville, was a member of Una Baptist 
Church in that city. Before transferring to 
Belmont, he was a student at Middle Ten
nessee State University in Murfreesboro. 
David Wall is pastor of the Rover congrega
tion.

Broadway Baptist Church in Knoxville call
ed Roy Miller as minister of education earlier 
this month. He comes to the post from the 
pastorate of Mt. Carmel Baptist Church in 
Knoxville. He has also served as a pastor and 
minister of education at churches in Pekin 
and Madison, Ind. and in Clinton and Knox
ville. Active in associational and state 
denominational work, Miller is a member of 
the Tennessee Baptist Convention Executive 
Board, the administrative committee, public 
affairs and Christian life committee, and the 
state’s hunger committee. He has been an 
adult Sunday School consultant and has led 
numerous conferences. Marion C. Barnett is 
pastor at Broadway.

Suzette Mason, a June graduate of Southern 
Baptist Theological Seminary in Louisville, 
was called as director of children’s ministries 
at West Jackson Baptist Church in Jackson. 
The position involves serving as director of 
kindergarten, child care, and giving staff 
leadership to the educational ministries of the 
pre-school and children’s division. Miss 
Mason is a graduate of Florida Atlantic 
University in Boca Rotan and earned the 
master of religious education degree at 
Southern. John Lee Taylor is pastor of the 
Jackson church.

Ninth Street Baptist Church, Erwin, called 
Keith Shorter as summer youth minister. 
Shorter is a student at Carson-Newman Col
lege in Jefferson City and a member of Clifton 
View Baptist Church, Johnson City. Allen 
Davis is pastor at Ninth Street.

Southwestern Baptist Church, Johnson Ci
ty, voted to call Bob Wilson as part-time sum
mer youth director. Wilson is a student at 
East Tennessee State University, Johnson Ci
ty. Herman Jacobs is pastor at Southwestern.

Don Davis, pastor of Macedonia Baptist 
Church in Morristown, resigned recently.

The minister of music at Alpha Baptist 
Church in Morristown, Joseph M. Hodge, 
resigned in order to enter Southwestern Bap
tist Theological Seminary in Fort Worth, Tex.

David Jicka, pastor of First Baptist Church 
in Daisy, resigned to accept the call as pastor 
of First Baptist Church in Sheffield, Ala.

Planning to enter Southern Baptist 
Theological Seminary at Louisville, Mark 
Moreland has resigned as director of youth 
and recreation at First Baptist Church in 
Chattanooga.

Missionaries ask 
prayer for Botswana

KASANE, Botswana — Southern 
Baptist missionaries in Botswana have 
requested prayer for the country during 
the period of mourning and transition 
following the July 13 death of Sir 
Seretse Khama, the country’s president 
since 1966.

Botswanan Baptists had already 
cancelled their annual nationwide rally 
scheduled for Francistown July 12-15 
and the appearance of Logos Tour, a 
choir sponsored by the Baptist Student 
Union of La Grange (Ga.) College and 
Troup County (Ga.) Baptist Associa
tion, out of respect for Khama during 
his illness.

Glen H. Betty resigned as pastor of Grace 
Avenue Baptist Church in Chattanooga.

Carvy T. Graves, Nashville, has been called 
as interim pastor of the First Baptist Mission 
of Unionville. The congregation is a mission 
of Rover Baptist Church in Eagleville and is 
also supported by North Fork and Longview 
Baptist Church in New Duck River Associa
tion. Graves is a retired pastor.

Members of Kirk Baptist Church, Collier
ville, extended a call to Richard Phillips to 
serve as music and youth director. He is 
already on the field.

In Nashville, Robert Carter, pastor of Third 
Baptist Church, resigned earlier this month to 
accept the call as pastor of Mission Ridge 
Baptist Church in Rossville, Ga.

David Thompson is serving as youth direc
tor for the summer at Edgemont Baptist 
Church, Shelbyville. Harold Stephens is in
terim pastor.

Christopher Alan Krasue has begun his ser
vice as minister of music and youth at First 
Baptist Church in Lebanon. Ray F. Cleek is 
pastor.

Tim Madison is the new associate pastor at 
First Baptist Church in Trenton.

First Baptist Church in Fayetteville called 
Jonas Stewart as interim pastor. Stewart is 
executive secretary-treasurer of the Ten
nessee Baptist Foundation in Brentwood.

Billy Justiss, former minister of education 
at North Jacksonville Baptist Church, 
Jacksonville, Fla., is the new minister to 
singles and youth at Two Rivers Baptist 
Church in Nashville. He attended Santa Fe 
Community College in Gainesville, Fla., 
Jacksonville University, and the University 
of Florida at Gainesville. Ralph Stone is 
pastor at Two Rivers.

Larry DeGarmo resigned as pastor of Oak 
Grove Baptist Church in Milan in order to at
tend Southwestern Baptist Theological 
Seminary in Fort Worth, Tex.

Three resignations have been announced by 
pastors in Alpha Association. They are Tom 
Mayberry from Garrett Baptist Church in 
Lewis County; Jerry McDonal from Pine 
Grove Baptist Church in Hickman County; 
and Harrold Green as interim pastor from 
Piney Baptist Church in Lewis County.

Virgil Blankenship has assumed the post of 
a house parent at the Franklin Baptist 
Children’s Home, coming from the pastorate 
of Corinth Baptist Church in Weakley County.

PEOPLE...
Fairview Baptist Church, Paris, ordained 

Mark Copeland, Billy Ross, and Gary Ashlock 
as deacons last month. The pastor at Fair
view is Keith Grace.

Ordained as deacons at Parrans Chapel 
Baptist Church, Bolivar, were Alan Moss and 
Larry Keller. Doug Baker is pastor.

W. Wayne Allen was honored by members 
of East Park Baptist Church in Memphis on 
the occasion of his 10th anniversary as pastor 
of that church.

First Baptist Church, Lenoir City, is 
scheduled to ordain Gary Hutson to the gospel 
ministry on July 27. Charles Redmond Jr. is 
pastor.

In Morristown, Cherokee Hills Baptist 
Church ordained Eddie Matthews, Frank 
Gass, and Thomas Withers as deacons. Clif
ford Haynes is pastor.

Members of Audubon Park Baptist Church 
honored their pastor, Howard Kolb, at a 

reception. Kolb is beginning his 20th year as 
pastor of the church.

Members of First Baptist Church in Hum
boldt licensed Bill Sims to the gospel ministry 
earlier this month. Darrell Clarke is pastor.

Verner L. Sawyer was honored by members 
of Whiteside Baptist Church in Whiteside for 
his 20 years of service as pastor of that con
gregation. A special reception was held at the 
home of D.A. Lowrey.

Members of First Baptist Church in 
Clarksville honored their pastor and his wife 
on the occasion of his 20th anniversary as 
minister to the congregation. Mr. and Mrs. 
John David Laida were presented with tour 
tickets for a trip to China, which they are tak
ing this month.

Bill Hartley, former pastor of Central Bap
tist Church, Chattanooga, has announced that 
he is entering full-time evangelism work. 
Presently, he is serving as pastor of 
Ridgecrest Baptist Church in Birmingham, 
Ala. He also plans to lead Bible conferences, 
Sunday School revivals, and deacon ministry 
work.

Four deacons were ordained in services at 
First Baptist Church, Bluff City. They are: 
Sidney Burnette, Steve Cross, Steve Bishop, 
and James Embree. Carl Akard Riley, pastor 
of First Baptist Church, Zion, Ill., par
ticipated in the service. Dennis E. Kenney is 
pastor.

A NO FRILLS CRUSADE — Filipinos gather in a schoolyard in northern Luzon dur
ing a weeklong crusade led by missionaries and Filipino pastors. Fred Saure, a 
seminary professor and radio preacher, addressed the group.

RAPT ATTENTION — These Filipino 
boys are listening to Pastor Jun Reyes 
during a youth assembly in northern 
Luzon.

CHURCHES...
Shoal Creek Baptist Church in Englewood 

held its first Vacation Bible School in the 
history of the church. James Harris is pastor.

Members of Dresden Memorial Baptist 
Church, Dresden, held note burning services 
recently. The service marked the early pay
ment of remodeling debts. John E. Hazelwood 
is pastor.

Dedication services were held at Ruthville 
Baptist Church in Martin recently. The 
membership dedicated a completely 
remodeled auditorium. Ira Henderson is 
pastor.

Lakeview Baptist Church, Nashville, is 
scheduled to celebrate its 10th anniversary as 
a congregation on July 27. Former pastors 
will be featured on the afternoon program 
with Harold Gregory, former Nashville Bap
tist Association director, as guest speaker. 
Gregory was instrumental in the starting of 
the mission from Hermitage Hills Baptist 
Church in Nashville.

Cleveland congregation 
issues call to pastor

Members of Valley View Baptist Church, 
Cleveland, called Brenton Cox as pastor 
recently.

A native of Epworth, 
Ga., he is a graduate 
of Shorter College in 
Rome, Ga. and South
western Baptist Theo
logical Seminary, Fort 
Worth, Tex.

Previously he serv
ed as pastor of Beth
lehem Baptist Church 
in Copperhill.

Filipinos meet Jesus 
in no frills crusade

TUGUEGARAO, Philippines — There were 
no great-name evangelists, no large ex
penses, no crowded stadiums, but a handful of 
Southern Baptist missionaries and Filipino 
Baptist pastors led more than 130 Filipinos to 
Christ during a weeklong crusade in northern 
Luzon.

The evangelism effort took place in 
Tuguegarao which, with a population of near
ly 100,000, is considered the most strategic ci
ty in northern Luzon, the large northernmost 
island of the Philippines.

The men, working in teams of two, taught 
Bible studies in private homes of Tuguegarao 
and surrounding villages. Visiting, witnessing 
and distributing tracts were also part of their 
daily schedules.

At the end of the week all who had made 
decisions for Chrsit gathered at one location 
for a final evangelistic meeting. Scattered 
clouds offered little relief from a tropical sun 
as about 300 gathered in a schoolyard. When 
the invitation to be baptized was given, 125 
came forward. That day 56 were baptized. 
The others are scheduled for later.
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Bible Puzzle
Answers on page 10

ACROSS

1 Exemplary insect 
(Prov. 6:6)

4 Sailor
7 School subject: abbr.

10 On the fleece 
(Judg. 6:38)

11 0. T. book
13 Mount (Heb. 12:22)
14 Woman (2 Ki. 18:2)
15 “All the — of the 

oil” (Num. 18)
16 Things causing 

troubles
17 “thou art, the 

-------- ” (Mark 1)
20 Suffix for front or 

cash: pl.
21 Pigeon
22 “as filthy — ” 

(Isa. 64)

24 Sea god of the Gaels
25 Charge
28 Degree, of a kind
29 Flower
31 Railway: abbr.
32 “— your affection” 

(Col. 3)
33 Cheer at the bullring
34 Bacteriologist’s ring
35 Nocturnal bird
36 Slope in Scotland
38 “all the-------- ” 

(Acts 20)
43 Number of turtle

doves (Luke 2:24)
44 Arab country
45 Chemical suffix
46 Crafts complement
47 Spikenard
48 Speak falsely

49 Oolong
50 Bishopric
51 Explosive

DOWN

1 Daughter of Elon 
(Gen. 36:2)

2 Mountain 
(Deut. 34:1)

3 “stars of the — ” 
(Job 3:9)

4 Mount where Barak 
went (Judg. 4:12)

5 Final words
6 American Beauty
7 Farm building
8 Kind of weather 

(John 18:18)
9 Outs’ opposites

12 They would cry out 
(Luke 19:40)

13 Jonas (Luke 11:30)
18 Affirmative
19 “the cup of his — ” 

(Isa. 51)
22 Hospital employees: 

abbr.
23 Supped
24 Black or white
25 “the----- came upon 

all men” (Rom. 5)
26 Some trains
27 Sense organ
29 Word with draft or 

fall
30 “cleanseth us from 

--” (1 John 1)
34 Dolt
35 Belonging to us
36 Trumpet sound
37 Kind of script
38 Concern
39 Japanese district
40 Christian and others
41 Norse god
42 Obligation
43 Mike’s companion

CRYPTOVERSE

DPLG XP Z UZGF JZG IDQ

UZKTCRVTCFCPWW TW RZZF

Today’s Cryptoverse clue: D equals H

To change or correct 
your address

Attach in this space your address 
label found on the front page of your 
latest copy of the BAPTIST AND 
REFLECTOR. Please give your new 
address below-including your zip 
code. When changing address, please 
give two weeks notice. Please write, 
do not call address changes to insure 
accuracy.

All correspondence relating
to your subscription
should be accompanied by our address 
label. If you are receiving duplicate 
copies, please send both labels.

Address all requests to:

BAPTIST AND REFLECTOR
Post Office Box 347

Brentwood, Tennessee 37027

Name _________________________
Please Print

Address _______________________

City ___________________________

State___________ Zip Code______

CHURCH ORGAN FOR SALE

Walnut Hammond, B-3, 25 bass 
pedals, 110 watt, Leslie tone 
cabinet. $3900. Call nights 
615/523-1236, J.T. Greer.

>

►

LYNCHBURG. VIRGINIA 24502

★ Pews 
★ Cushions 

★ Stained Glass 
★ Chancel Furniture 

★ Folding Chairs&Tables
★ Design &Benovation Service 
Area Representative:

Don Sowder
115 Hardaway 

Goodlettsville, Tenn. 37072 
Telephone 615-865-1070
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pulpit "STa
By Jim Griffith

Many laymen take great joy in good naturedly kidding ministers.
They consider it something of a prize to “get one’’ on the preacher.
But at times the tables are turned and the preacher gets his opportunity at one- 

upmanship.
One Sunday the welcoming committee finally succeeded in enlisting a certain man 

as a greeter — a man who, according to actual records, had not been to church in over 
two years.

Friendly type that he was, he enthusiastically welcomed all worshippers, shaking 
hands with everyone that came through the door. All went fine until a latecomer came in. 
He looked familiar, but the greeter couldn’t place him.

“Mighty glad to see you here today,” he said.
“Oh, I try to get here as often as I can,” the man replied as he moved on down the 

aisle, entered the pulpit, and started the service.

Advice to a young preacher
By Herschel H. Hobbs

“Let no man despise thy youth; but be thou 
an example of the believers, in word, in con
versation, in charity, in spirit, in faith, in 
purity” (1 Timothy 4:12).

luinebaraer
CHURCH FURNITURE

While these words were written to a young 
preacher, they may apply to any Christian. 
Paul had placed Timothy in charge of the 
work involving churches in the area of 
Ephesus. At this time, probably about A.D. 
65, he was perhaps about 33-35 years of age. 
Comparatively, he was a young man in the 
eyes of those he was to lead. Apparently they 
were not taking him seriously; they were 
despising or thinking down upon him as a 
leader.

To overcome this he was to be an 
“example” (tupos, type) to them as to how a 
Christian should live. He was to do so “in 
word,” either private conversation or public 
utterance. “Conversation” means a going 
back and forth, in the sense of one’s manner 
of life. “Charity” (agape) is love or Christian 
love characterized by selflessness or self
giving in the work. “In spirit” is not in the 
best manuscripts. “In faith” or dependence 
upon God. “In purity” refers to character.

Until Paul returns to Ephesus, Timothy is 
to give heed to reading. This could refer to 
public reading of the Scriptures, but more 
likely to private reading or study. One beset
ting problem with preachers is to become so 
involved with the mechanics of the work as to 
neglect study. This should not be the case. 
“Exhortation” and “doctrine” or teaching 
probably should be reversed in practice. 
First, teach, then exhort people to do 
something about it.

The “gift” in Timothy is from God: a grace
gift (charisma) of his work and the ability to 
do it. Laying on of hands could have taken 
place at the outset in Lystra or later in 
Ephesus as Timothy was set apart for his par
ticular work there.

“Take heed to thyself” — both morally, 
spiritually, and physically. This could also 
refer to his work schedule, a budget of time 
and energy so as to do his work efficiently.

“Save” does not refer to regeneration, but 
to the saving of his Christian life through pro
per management and application. Not only 
will it enable him to live a full life of service

I
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for Christ, but will result in the same for those 
with whom he works.

The role of a preacher is a demanding one. 
But when properly filled, it yields rich 
dividends for the Lord.

Devotional

“I also send you”
By June Livingstone

My pastor preached that particular Sunday 
morning from John 20:21b, NAS: “As the 
Father has send Me, I also send you.” These 
words began in me a contemplation which 
continued beyond the service that morning.

I became a Christian at the age of nine and 
later dedicated my life 
to “special service.” 
During my teen years, 
I became interested in 
foreign missions and 
thought God might 
lead my life in that 
direction. Instead, I 
married a preacher, 
raised three sons, and 
years later went to 
work as a secretary. I 
realized then that my Mrs. Livingstone 
sense of a “special calling” had been missing 
for a long time.

“Lord, have you sent me?” I asked. Here I 
am, a middle-aged wife, going to the office 
everyday, living a routine life. Have you sent 
me? How? When? Where?”

As I reflected on my past week, I 
remembered the young single parent, 
depressed, alone, and without Jesus; the 
discouraged mother of a 2-year-old child af
flicted with cerebral palsy; the teenage 
parents of a critically ill newborn; my hair
dresser, weary from working all day and sit
ting with her husband all night as he 
recovered from surgery; the professional 
men in my office, including a Moslem and a 
Hindu far from their native homes; the fran
tic stranger who stopped me in the corridor of 
the hospital and asked if I could get a report 
on his child who had gone to surgery many 
hours earlier; my two young “intellectual” 
friends who claim to have all the answers — 
but who obviously lack the true answer to 
life’s questions; the college students who 
come each Sunday to the Bible study class my 
husband and I teach in our church.

These were only a few of the people I had 
encountered in a typical week, and yet I had 
failed to recognize the opportunities given to 
me to be God’s witness in these situations. 
Sent? Not to a foreign mission field, but sure
ly sent each day as God’s representative as I 
go about my routine tasks.

“Thank you, Lord, for your Word, for that 
sermon by my pastor, for the Holy Spirit’s 
leading me to a realization that all who know 
you are sent to tell others.”

Mrs. Livingstone, a staff assistant at 
Vanderbilt Hospital, teaches Sunday School 
in the college department at Belmont Heights 
Baptist Church, Nashville.
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* Citizen’s Corner *
J By Jerry M. Self J 
J Public affairs and Christian life J 

consultant u.

Hotel Reservation Form 
Tennessee Baptist Convention 

Freedom Hall Civic Center, Johnson City 
November 11-13, 1980

Please make your reservations directly to the hotel.
Reservation should be made AS SOON AS POSSIBLE in order to assure getting the 
accommodation you desire.
When making your reservations, be sure to state that you are attending the 
Tennessee Baptist Convention.

Lodging in Johnson City:

wt.

World Hunger Day is the first Wednesday in 
August. If your church could use help in 
preparing for that occasion, some materials 
are available for your use.

The Christian Life Commission in Nashville 
will mail out a packet on hunger activities. 
Perhaps your church 
has already received 
one. If not, it should be 
arriving soon.

Two other aids are 
available through the 
public affairs and 
Christian life consul
tant’s office. One is a 
new pamphlet “How 
Can Our Church Help 
the Hungry?” This
was included in a mail- Self
ing of Therefore recently. However, if you or 
your church does not have one, write to this 
office to receive a copy.

Also available through this office is the 
book, Roots of Hope. This is a devotional book 
which has as its purpose to provide material 
for meditations during the time when you 
miss a meal. The book is designed to be used 
by individuals or families who are missing a 
meal a week and sending money for use in 
hunger projects by the Foreign Mission 
Board.

Roots of Hope is available free from this of
fice; however, there is a minimal charge for 
postage and handling.

From all of these materials, it should be 
possible for your church to plan a worship 
program to focus on the Lord’s call to us to ex
tend our hands to those in need. Beyond the 
preparation of a worship service, you will find 
aids for programs for individuals and groups 
who want to put feet to the prayers and ser
mons about hunger.

This will be the last year for World Hunger 
Day to be set on Wednesday. Next year the 
calendar committee of the Southern Baptist 
Convention has set World Hunger Day on a 
Sunday in October.

Broadway Motel 
2608 N. Roan Street 
Johnson City TN 37601 
Camara Inn 
2312 Brownsmill Road 
Johnson City TN 37601 
Cleek's Motel 
2700 W. Market 
Johnson City TN 37601 
Greystone Motel 
Kingsport-Bristol Blvd. 
Johnson City TN 37601 
11 -E Tourist Court 
Highway 11 -E 
Johnson City TN 37601 
Holiday Inn 
2406 Roan Street 
Johnson City TN 37601

615/282-4011

615/282-2211

615/926-8145

615/282-2551

615/928-2131

615/282-2161

25.00 single
25.00 double

26.00 single
34.00 double

19.10 1 room 1 person 
23.25 2 persons 1 room 
5.00 add. persons
17.00-20.00 1 bed 2 per. 
21.00-30.00 2 beds

18.00
16.00

2 double bed 
1 double bed

25.00 single
35.00 double
3.50 add. persons

HARMLESS — While a normal cell has the

Lodging outside Johnson City

typical complement of 46 chromosomes 
within its nucleus, recent experiments in
dicate that heavy-marijuana smokers have 
marked increases in the number of cells with 
micronuclei (nuclei with less than 46 
chromosomes). The experiments were per
formed to determine the effects of marijuana 
on human lymphocytes (white blood cells, 
which are a major part of our bodies’ defense 
systems). Five volunteers with histories of 
chronic marijuana smoking were used. They 
ranged in age from 22 to 32 and had histories 
of smoking at least 10 marijuana cigarettes 
per week for six years or more. Seven healthy 
students who had no history of smoking mari
juana served as the control group. After 
repeated periods of smoking followed by 
deprivation, blood samples were obtained 
from all subjects in the test group. Similar 
samples were obtained from control subjects 
on the same day. The cells from the non
marijuana smokers showed a 15 percent in
cidence of micronuclei, while the cells from 
the marijuana smokers showed a 36 percent 
incidence of micronuclei. Akira Miroshima of 
Columbia University noted that the mari
juana smoker might run a greater risk of 
disease, since THC, (the chief intoxicant in 
marijuana) lowers our resistance to infec
tion.’’ (THE SATURDAY EVENING POST,

Buffalo Valley Resort & Country Club 
Highway 19 & 23 - Route 2
Unicoi TN 37692 (5 miles s. of J. City)
Camara Inn
W. Elk Avenue
Elizabethton TN 37643 

(15 min. drive to J. City)
Camara Inn Tri-City Airport 
P.O. Box 391 
Blountville TN 37617

(15 min. drive to J. City)
Holiday Inn
Bristol 1-81
I. 81 & *S. 11
Bristol TN 37620

(40 min. drive to J. City)
Holiday Inn
700 Lynn Garden Drive
Kingsport TN 37662

(30 minute drive to J. City) 
Tennessee Hills Motel & Restaurant 
Erwin & Johnson City Highway 
Erwin TN 37650

(8 miles south of J. City - 
10 minutes)

615/743-9181

615/929-2711

615/323-4155

615/968-1101

615/247-3133

615/743-9908

July/Aug. '80)

17.50 single
21.50 double

23.00 1 person 
30.00 2 persons 
4.00 add. person

21.00 single
28.00 double
32.00 three persons
36.00 4 persons
25.00 single
35.00 double
3.50 add. persons

25.00 single
35.00 double

20.00 1
26.00 2
30.00 2
34.00 3
36.00 4

per. 1 
per. 1

per. 2 
per. 2

bed 
bed 
beds 
beds 
beds

5.00 rollaway
(All prices plus tax. Rates subject to change,)
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BIBLE BOOK SERIES
Lesson for July 27

'Second coming1 problems 
By C. Stephen Byrum, assistant professor

Chattanooga State Community College 
Pastor, Lookout Mountain Baptist Church 

Basic Passage: 2 Thessalonians 1:1 to 2:12 
Focal Passages: 2 Thessalonians 1:3-12; 2:1-4, 7-12

UNIFORM LESSON SERIES
Lesson for Sunday, July 27, 1980

Message of comfort, strength
By John H. Tullock, chairman 

Department of Religion and Philosophy 
Belmont College, Nashville

This lesson marks the third time in the 
study of Paul’s writings to the Thessalonians 
that questions about the second coming have 
taken precedence. The fact that the issue 
must be taken up immediately in a second let
ter probably suggests that Paul’s first efforts 
were not as effective 
as he would have lik
ed.

It is sometimmes 
difficult to quench peo
ple’s thirst for tan
talizing issues and 
redirect their atten
tion to basic questions 
about the quality of 
their faith. Perhaps it 
is always easier to 
debate issues than it is Byrum
to struggle over decisions that will allow for 
living out one’s Christianity in real life situa
tions.

The first section of the lesson involves parts 
of 2 Thessalonians, chapter one. It is the 
salutation of the letter and is almost precisely 
like the same part of 1 Thessalonians. Paul is 
bragging on the people, complimenting them 
on their faith and love, and encouraging them 
to remain faithful to their Christian beliefs. 
However, the element of encouragement may 
be stronger in 2 Thessalonians because their 
persecution evidently had become much har
sher In fact, dealing with the effect of that 
persecution seems to provide the basic 
motivation for Paul’s second letter. He may 
be trying to offset any feeling that may be 
arising that Christianity is beginning to cost 
too much.

In this first section he approaches the pro
blem of persecution in four distinct ways. 
First he reminds the Thessalonians that they 
are his foremost example of Christianity 
among the other new Christian churches. 
“We ourselves glory in you in the churches of 
God’ (Thess. 1:4). There is a subtle kind of 
“extra pressure” being exerted on the 
Thessalonians here; all the rest of Christen
dom is watching their stubborn tenacity as 
their faith confronts oppression.

Second, Paul calls upon them to be “pa
tient” (v 4). The wore means, “remaining 
under a load or burden without falling.” Paul 
is, therefore, not just calling upon the people 
to passively “bide their time.” He is rather 
acknowledging that he is well aware of all 
they are having to contend with. This is 
pragmatic psychology at its best. Think how

BOOKS PUBLISHED
National book publisher can print your book 
for as little as 18* per copy (paperback, 144 
pages 100 M copies). For further info write: 
Regal Preis, 4501 N.E. 36th Street, 
Oklahoma City, Oklahoma 73121 or call 
(405) 424-3362.

Fulness
■ in Christ [

CONFERENCE /

JULY 28-AUGUST 1, 1980
Evening Sessions: 7 p.m.

GALLATIN SENIOR HIGH 
SCHOOL AUDITORIUM 

Greenwave Drive 

For more information, call (615) 452-4952.

much harder a person will strive with the 
tasks which may be present when, instead of 
being told to just “hang in there,” there is 
some recognition given to what is being dealt 
with in the particular problem at hand.

The third response to the problem of 
persecution is found in the highly significant 
verse five. At first it may seem Paul is con
veying that persecutions are ultimately some 
God-allowed “test” of faith, to see if they are 
indeed worthy of His kingdom. Such a render
ing becomes a fairly standard interpretation 
of hardship and tragedy even for modern 
Christians. A closer reading, however, 
reveals Paul is really saying that their stead
fastness before persecution is evidence of God 
in their lives — they could not have made it as 
they had without God. Such steadfastness is 
compelling evidence that they are worthy of 
God’s kingdom.

Finally, in a forth approach to persecution, 
Paul dramatically reveals the ultimately hor
rendous fate of those forces which oppose 
God. There is a subtle warning in Thess. 
1:6-12. The future punishment of those who 
oppose God is much greater than any 
persecution God’s children are now experien
cing. How much better it would be to remain 
faithful before the persecution of the world 
than to opt for some temporary alternative 
that would ultimately put them at odds with 
God!

In the second major section of this lesson 
(Thess. 2:1-12), this subtle warning is 
dramatically exaggerated through the 
frightful usage of standard apochalyptic, end- 
of-time, imagery that was available in Paul’s 
day. All of the elements of apochalyptic im
agery are present here as they are in Revela
tion. There is an antichrist figure, warring 
between the powers of Satan and God, and the 
prediction of all kinds of signs and wonders. 
The imagery is intentionally dreadful. Again, 
when the horrors of the apochalyptic moment 
are compared with the present suffering, one 
may be pointedly encouraged that it is easier 
and safer to “keep the faith.”

Ultimately, in regard to this section of 
Thessalonians, and even the book of Revela
tion, it is important to distinguish between the 
“medium” of apochalyptic writings and the 
“message” which they contain. The medium 
is typically filled with horrible images of 
great devastation. The message, however, is 
of much more significance — in spite of 
everything, no matter how terrible, God will 
take care of those who remain faithful to Him.

The key point of the lesson is Paul’s subtle 
attempt to strongly reinforce in the Thessalo
nians’ minds the needs to remain faithful to 
God in spite of persecution and oppression. 
One of the best means of such “reinforce
ment” available to Paul was the end-of-time 
imagery in the apochalyptic literature of his 
day. The general tone of the second letter 
becomes much sterner than that of the first.

HEAR...
Bobby Moore 
Ros Robinson 
Jerry Spencer 
Paige Cothren

Morning Sessions: 10 a.m. 
COLLEGE HEIGHTS 
BAPTIST CHURCH 

Nashville Hwy.
Between Gallatin & Hendersonville

Basic Passage: Isaiah 40-41
Focal Passage: Isaiah 40:1-11

Israel in exile was a broken, devastated 
people. No doubt the major question on the 
minds of the people was, “Why did this hap
pen to us?” There had been those prophets 
and religious leaders who had argued that 
Jerusalem would not fall, but now the city 
was a burned out shell, 
its only residents be
ing the birds and wild 
animals. Its survivors, 
almost all from the 
tribe of Judah, were 
now in far off Babylon, 
trying to pick up the 
threads of life once 
more. It is against this 
background that this 
week’s lesson is set.
The voice of comfort 

(40:1-2)
The Lord’s call cor 

speak a new message to the survivors of the 
fall of Judah. Before, prophets had been 
primarily messengers of judgment and doom 
but now the Lord’s command is to console his 
people (v. 1). They had felt the sting of judg
ment. They were bewildered, confused and 
hurting. Not only had they been punished for 
their sins but they had been punished in ex
cess of their guilt. Now the war was over and 
Jerusalem’s sins had been pardoned (v. 2).

The voice of preparation (40:3-5)
The Lord was getting ready to do a 

marvelous new thing for His people. The exile 
was about to end and a new exodus was about 
to take place. But preparation had to be 
made. The prophet was to prepare the way for 
the Lord (v. 3). When an Oriental king went 
out to visit his kingdom, messengers went 
before him to prepare the way. The 
chuckholes in the road were filled in and the 
bumps were smoothed out. So the Lord is go
ing forth to lead the people out of exile (v. 4). 
If they would follow His leadership, glorious 
days were ahead for them. His people would 
be aware of His presence among them if pro
per preparation was made (v. 5). In the New 
Testament, the gospel writers used this 
passage to proclaim Jesus as God’s Messiah 
(Christ) (Mark 1:3). s

The voice of assurance (40:6-8)
This passage calls the people to remember 

things that many had forgotten during the 
trauma which they had endured. First, he 
reminded them of the temporary nature of all 
things in this life. Grass came with the rainy 
season, followed by various kinds of flowers. 
But regardless of how beautiful they were, or 
how permanent they looked, one day’s hot dry 
winds from the desert (“the branch of the 
Lord”) could leave them scorched and 
lifeless. So it was with people. No matter how 
long one lived, his life was but a passing thing 
like the flowers and the grass.

Then he reminded them of the only perma
nent thing — the “Word of our God will stand 
forever” (v. 8). God’s word would and will 

BIBLE PUZZLE ANSWERS

“Hear me, O Lord; for thy lovingkind- 
ness is good” (Psa. 69:16).

stand forever because God always was, is, 
and will be. The prophet was saying that 
Israel’s God was not a piece of wood or stone 
that could not move (see 44:9-20) but the eter
nal, everlasting Father, Creator of the 
heavens and the earth. Thus, He would 
always be there to guarantee His Word. And 
so He is today.

The voice of praise (40:9-11)
This section is a call to get ready for the 

great events that are about to take place. God 
was coming in His splendor and Zion was to 
shout out the good news of His coming. His 
coming would be as the conquering warrior, 
sweeping His enemies before Him. Babylon, 
Judah’s oppressor, would feel the iron heel of 
the conqueror as they got their “reward” for 
what they had done to the Lord’s people (v. 
9,10).

But there was another aspect of His com
ing. He would come as a compassionate 
shepherd, feeding His flock; picking up the 
wobbly-legged lambs and carrying them to 
their mothers ; and carefully tending the new 
mothers among the flock. So the Lord would 
have compassion on a people who had been 
battered by Jerusalem’s fall and tested by the 
long years of exile. Humbled and tested, they 
were now prepared to be led into a better day. 
It was the Eternal Shepherd of Israel that the 
prophet proclaimed in praise, not only for His 
past deeds but also for His future promises.

Mark Sandlin joins 
Home Mission Board

ATLANTA (.BP) — Mark Sandlin, photo- 
journalist at the Baptist Sunday School 
Board, has joined the Southern Baptist Home 
Mission Board as manager of photographic 
services.

As a member of the Home Mission Board’s 
audio-visual depart
ment, Sandlin will help 
to provide a 
photographic service 
for the board, as well 
as undertake 
assignments for Home 
Missions magazine. 
J.C. Durham Jr., 
director of audio
visuals, says Sandlin 
“has ability to take the
kind of photograph Sandlin
which shows the heart as well as the work of 
missions.”

Sandlin will share photographic respon
sibilities with Paul Obregon, a board 
photographer for five years. The realignment 
was prompted by the resignation of Don 
Rutledge, top board photographer who 
resigned to join the staff of the Southern Bap
tist Foreign Mission Board in Richmond, Va.

Sandlin’s father, Bryce, is a former 
employee of the Home Mission Board.

Sandlin graduated magna cum laude from 
the University of Georgia in 1977. He has won 
several awards for photographs in sports, 
features, and entertainment. He is married to 
the former Terry Katherine Smith of 
Nashville.
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Lesson for July 27

An effective leader
Music ministers must ’minister/ 
use outreach tools, speakers say

By James M. Porch Jr., pastor 
First Baptist Church, Tullahoma 

Basic Passage: Acts 3:1 to 4:12 
Focal passages: Acts 3:1-7, 12-16; 4:7-12

Following Pentecost, Peter emerges as a 
church leader. During Jesus’ earthly 
ministry, the erratic and impulsive follower 
had actually been a disciple in training for 
leadership. His interpretation of the 
Pentecostal event had given him prominence 
among his fellow 
believers in the infant 
Jerusalem church. His 
response to a lame 
man provided him an 
occasion to display his 
ability to lead outside 
the church. Through 
his act of caring and 
the events that follow
ed Peter demon
strated three worthy 
characteristics of 
leadership.
I. The Christian leader is compassionate 

(Acts 3:1-7)
One day near 3:00 p.m., two Jewish Chris

tians, Peter and John, went to the temple. 
During this daily afternoon service the priests 
offered sacrifices while the people gathered 
outside to pray.

A man on the doorsteps of the temple begg
ed the passing Christians for help. The man, 
over 40 years of age, had been paralyzed since 
birth. Each day friends placed him by the 
Beautiful Gate to await the generosity of wor
shippers. The years of paralysis had left the 
man resigned to a lifestyle of personal 
hopelessness and dependence on the charity 
of others.

As Peter and John were entering the tem
ple, the lame man cried out directly to them. 
Peter’s compassionate response was a 
twofold gift.

First Peter offered the man his attention. 
He fixed his eyes on the paralytic and con
tinued to see him not just as a human form, 
but as a man in misery. Peter called for the 
man’s attention. Due to his beaten down self
image, the man through the years had 
become reluctant to look anyone in the eyes. 
Now he looked attentatively with expectation 
at Peter. The communication of real compas
sion was realized as the one who was hurting 
and the one who could help saw each other.

Peter’s second gift is encompassed in the 
phrase, “What I have, I give you.” What did 
Simon really give this lame friend? In his 
relationship with Jesus and through the 
Pentecostal experience, Peter had received 
the abiding presence and power of God. The 
disciple’s life was alive with the vibrance of 
the living God. He could not merely hold this 
blessing contained within himself. He had to 
give it away. So he introduced the man to the 
one who had given him life. He helped the 
man understand that Jesus knew what a lame 
man needed most — to walk. Peter, in kind
ness and mercy, became God’s agent to bring 
health to a sick man.
II. The Christian leader honors God

(Acts 3:12-16)
The healed paralytic’s leaping and praising 

God sparked excitement. The gathering 
crowd overreacted by attributing the miracle 
to Peter and John. Peter immediately spoke 
out to correct the misunderstanding. His tac
tics included raising a question concerning

CHALET FOR RENT
SMOKEY MOUNTAINS VACATION? 2 BR 
carpeted Chalet, modern kitchen, deck, 
grill. Quiet, wooded setting convenient to 
Pigeon Forge, Gatlinburg. 24 hour security.
Brochure. $200/week or $35/day.
Chamberlain, 4305 McCampbell Lane, Knox
ville, TN 37918.

RESERVE NOW for the inspiring 
GREAT PASSION PLAY 

(May through Oct.)
Tickets, lodging and meals all for just $15 a 
person at

KELLER'S COUNTRY DORM RESORT, 
Rt. 1, EUREKA SPRINGS, ARK. 72632

For groups of 12 to 200 — Call 501 /253-8418 

the miracle, focusing on the ancient Jewish 
religion, and planting basic ideas concerning 
Jesus in the people’s minds.

The crowd on Solomon’s porch made a nor
mal and natural human assumption concern
ing what they thought they saw. A lame man 
had been healed by another who spoke to him 
and picked him up. Peter’s question was in
tended to plant doubt. “Who performed this 
healing?” The Jewish crowd had to recon
sider their hastily drawn conclusion that 
Peter was the healer. The disciple then began 
his sermon in terms familiar to the Jewish au
dience. He identified Jesus with the God of the 
patriarchs. He declared Jesus whom they 
crucified as the same Jesus who had given the 
man wholeness before their very eyes. In the 
context of his message he identified Jesus, the 
man’s healer, as servant, Holy and Righteous 
One, and Prince of Life. In this trilogy of 
terms Peter gave witness to the Christ as 
morally blameless, humble minister, and 
source of life. Once again the Christian leader 
had willfully brought Christ to center stage 
and backed himself into the wings.
III. The Christian leader is bold (Acts 4:7-12)

The excitement of the temple crowd cap
tured the attention of various Jewish officials. 
They acted to quiet the disturbance by putting 
Peter and John in jail for the night.

The next day the followers of Jesus were 
given a public hearing before the Jewish 
supreme court. The council was composed of 
71 respected men representing the wealth, in
telligence, and power of the Jewish communi
ty. Because these men were obsessed with 
preventing unrest and conserving the status 
quo, they were afraid of Peter and John.

The interrogation began as the disciples 
were questioned as to the origin and means of 
“their” miracle. Apparently the Jewish of
ficials thought this was some form of exor
cism. At that point the true measure of 
boldness was revealed in Simon Peter. Being 
so recently touched by the Holy Spirit, he took 
charge of the meeting by stating the issue. 
“We are being tried because you desire to 
know how this man was healed.”

Peter’s bravery continued to come forth as 
he honored the risen Christ as the giver of 
health and at the same time blamed his 
hearers for their unjust crucifixion of the 
healer.

Then the courageous Christian drew on a 
statement from Psalm 118 to clarify the 
Jewish nation’s irresponsibility and failure in 
accepting God’s cornerstone. Finally the dar
ing valor of the church leader reached its 
crescendo peak as he boldly professed “and 
there is salvation in no one else; for there is 
no other name given under heaven that has 
been given among men, by which we must be 
saved.” (Acts 4:12)

The leader was effective. The members of 
the Jewish Council “took knowledge of them 
(Peter and John), that they had been with 
Jesus.” (Acts 4:13 KJV)
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GLORIETA, N.M.—Participants at a 
Southern Baptist music conference here were 
told that instrumental music should be view
ed as an outreach tool and ministers of music 
should practice their function as a “minister” 
on a daily basis.

Soul winning, visitation, counseling, and ad
ministration, along with music, must be daily 
goals of ministers of music as they strive to be 
more than a choir director, said Dick Ham, 
consultant in the church music department of 
the Baptist Sunday School Board.

“In a multiple staff church ministry, all 
staff members must be ministers in the 
fullest sense of the word,” he said. “We would 
be ministers first and musicians second, us
ing music as our primary vehicle of 
ministry.”

The more skillfully the music program is 
administered, the more effectively the church 
can accomplish its “total ministry” in the 
community, according to Ham.

To be regarded as ministers, Ham added, 
musicians need to be flexible, loving, 
available, and constantly analyzing their 
ministry for ways to improve.

During the conference, Gerald Armstrong, 
instrumental music consultant in the church 
music department, released statistics regar
ding the use of instrumental music in 
Southern Baptist churches.

During the past seven years, churches have

HMB names McDaniel 
to direct department

ATLANTA—A.L. McDaniel Jr., pastor of 
the multi-racial, multi-linguistic Delores 
Street Baptist Church in San Francisco, Cal. 
since 1974, has been named regional director 
of the Southern Baptist Home Mission 
Board’s department of interfaith witness.

The Texas native will serve the western 
region, which includes California, Arizona, 
Nevada, Utah-Idaho, Colorado, Washington, 
Oregon, North Dakota, South Dakota, Mon
tana, Wyoming, and Hawaii.

McDaniel attended Hardin-Simmons 
University, Abilene, Tex., and is a graduate 
of California Baptist College, Riverside, and 
Golden Gate Baptist Seminary, Mill Valley, 
Cal.
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reported increases in the use of instrumental 
and handbell music ranging from 52 percent 
for the number of churches using instruments 
to 1,344 percent for the number of participants 
in handbell choirs.

In 1972, when reports were first made in the 
use of instrumental and handbell music, 2,084 
churches reported using instruments and 700 
said they used handbells. By 1979, 3,266 chur
ches reported the use of instruments and 1,399 
had handbell groups.

Participants in instrumental groups in 1972 
totaled 10,888 and 2,084 persons rang hand
bells that year. In 1979, churches reported 
20,656 instrumentalists and 28,013 bell 
ringers.

“Churches using instrumental music are 
able to reach people in the community who 
never would come to church before,” Arm
strong said. “This has come about because 
churches have broadened their outlook to 
allow non-church people to participate in or
chestras and instrumental ensembles.”

He added that the uniqueness of handbells 
and instruments draw crowds, “making it a 
meaningful outreach activity that can be 
employed in almost any setting.”
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SBC urged to stress 
music in mission areas

GLORIETA, N.M. (BP)-Three state Bap
tist convention music secretaries appealed 
urgently at a conference here for more musi
cians in Southern Baptist “new work” areas if 
churches there are to grow and reach families 
for Christ.

“Music work in many new work convention 
areas is more primitive than on a lot of 
foreign mission fields,” claimed Charles 
Sharp, music secretary for the Northern 
Plains Baptist Convention.

“I strongly support the work of foreign mis
sions, but I think Southern Baptists could be 
in danger of losing the battle in the homeland 
if music missions work is not given priority 
status,” he said.

“Music is a universal language and music 
can reach people for Christ,” said Harry 
Taylor, music secretary for the Kansas- 
Nebraska Convention of Southern Baptists.

Sharp, Taylor, and Sandra Bench, 
secretary for the Iowa Southern Baptist 
Fellowship, all attending the Church Music 
Leadership Conference at Glorieta Baptist 
Conference Center, said their churches need
ed good music programs to attract people.

“We have excellent music programs in the 
Southern Baptist Convention, but no one can 
interpret the programs to people in Iowa 
churches,” explained Mrs. Bench, who serves 
Iowa on a volunteer basis.

The musicians said training is the greatest 
need. Talented local people could lead music 
programs, but because they were not raised 
in a Southern Baptist church, they do not have 
a concept of a music education program.

“Summer mission trips and touring choirs 
are good outreach, but those are not what we 
need,” Sharp explained. “We need persons 
from the area, persons raised in the culture 
who are trained to lead their own music pro
grams.”

Taylor hopes that Southern Baptist colleges 
and seminaries will establish a music intern
ship, giving educational credits for service in 
new work areas. Travel and lodging could be 
paid by churches from established areas as 
part of their missions ministry.

Or, churches could provide funding to pay 
for local persons to spend a summer, or a 
year, traveling through the convention train
ing persons to establish music ministries.

Eastwood Baptist Church in Tulsa, Okla., 
currently has a program which pays the 
travel and salary of a couple to move to a new 
work area and establish a music ministry. 
The church supports them for 12 to 18 months, 
then the couple is on their own to continue the 
ministry on a bivocational basis or be sup
ported by the church they have established.

The secretaries also encouraged establish
ed churches to adopt a church in a new work 
area and provide it with music materials and 
equipment.

Mrs. Bench said she knew of churches in 
established areas that wanted to be told what 
they could do as missions projects. They have 
the money and need direction on how and 
where to spend it.

Tennessean attends 
literacy workshop

ATLANTA — Mary C. Allred of Nashville 
attended the annual literacy missions leader
ship workshop, jointly sponsored by the Bap
tist Home Mission Board and Samford 
University.

The workshop, held on the Samford campus 
in Birmingham, Ala., is designed to equip per
sons to conduct literacy missions workshops 
and to enable them to provide leadership in 
implementing literacy ministry in churches, 
associations, and state conventions, said 
Mildred Blankenship, assistant director of the 
board’s Christian social ministries depart
ment.

Training included 45 class hours, with addi
tional time allotted for outside preparation. 
Two hours of graduate or undergraduate col
lege credit was available for completion of 
the 10-day workshop.

One way, she said, would be to pay the 
salary of a music minister in another conven
tion area. Or, the church could give its 
minister of music and family a sabbatical 
leave to spend one, two, or three months liv
ing in a new work area, providing training 
and showing local church members how to set 
up music education programs.

Another option would be to pay the way of a 
volunteer musician from the new work area 
to attend a music leadership conference at 
one of the conference centers in established 
conventions.

“We need people who are willing to come1 
and be a part of the community for one to two 
years, with their salary paid by the church 
back home,” she said. “We need people, and 
that takes time and money.”

“I am willing to serve my Lord as a 
Southern Baptist, but I can’t do it without 
financial backing from fellow Southern Bap
tists who want people to know about Jesus 
Christ, whether they live in the north or 
south.”

“Music is one of the greatest teaching tools 
for Bible truths that we have, especially for 
children,” Taylor said. “You will reach 
children with music when you cannot get 
them to sit still in a pew for an hour. I still 
remember songs about God and Jesus’ love 
that I learned as a preschooler.”

Of the 72 churches and chapels in the Iowa 
Baptist Fellowship, there are only two 
fulltime staff members who are ministering 
through music, and both of them are com
bination music and youth or education, accor
ding to Bench.

In Northern Plains, which includes North 
Dakota, South Dakota, Montana, and Wyom
ing, there are four full-time musicians (also 
combination) in 149 churches.

The Kansas-Nebraska Convention has 22 
full-time musicians (combination) in 238 
churches. Each of the conventions has a few 
part-time musicians but the remainder are 
church members directing the music during 
services in churches with no ongoing music 
program to give training and music educa
tion.

Another problem expressed by Sharp is that 
schools in the Northern Plains area do not 
have adequate music education programs, 
which means there are fewer trained musi
cians to even serve as volunteer music direc
tors.

Awareness of the situations in new work 
areas is one of the keys to gaining support for 
the vital ministry, according to the musi
cians. They called for a renewed music mis
sions emphasis in colleges and seminaries 
which would present the facts to students, and 
make them aware of the music needs.

“We are losing transplanted Southern Bap
tists and native prospects because we cannot 
provide for them and their children as they 
have come to expect in churches in establish
ed areas,” Sharp said. “We are in areas that 
are not culturally Southern Baptist, and they 
need attention.”

Country Crossroads salutes cowboy
FORT WORTH, Tex.—Roy Rogers, one of 

the nation’s favorite cowboys, will help 
“Country Crossroads” salute the American 
cowboy when he serves a seven-week stint as 
a guest host on the half-hour radio show.

“Country Crossroads,” a country music in
terview program, is produced and distributed 
to nearly 1,000 stations by the Southern Bap
tist Radio and Television Commission.

Rogers joins regular hosts Jerry Clower, 
country music entertainer, and Bill Mack, 
disc jockey for WBAP radio, Fort Worth, to 
interview and remember some of the per
formers who firs! taught America to love the 
songs of the West.

Special guests on the programs include The 
Sons of the Pioneers and Gene Autry. The'late 
Tex Ritter is featured in an interview con
ducted shortly before his death.

One program is dedicated as a special

BOUND FOR AUSTRIA — Former Foreign Mission Board Member Ray Benfield and 
his wife, Evelyn, were appointed as missionary associates while at Ridgecrest. 
They will be serving in Austria.

Pastor leaves mission board, 
prepares for mission field

RIDGECREST, N.C. - When Southern 
Baptist Foreign Mission Board members 
voted to commission one of their largest 
groups of new missionaries last month, they 
decreased their own ranks by one.

Among the 54 persons on the stage at 
Ridgecrest (N.C.) Baptist Conference Center 
waiting to tell how God had called them to 
missions were a North Carolina pastor who 
had represented that state on the board since 
1974 and his wife. Ray and Evelyn York Ben
field had come that evening to be employed as 
missionary associates to Austria.

Although Benfield’s service on the Foreign 
Mission Board was influential in their choos
ing to become missionaries, he said the deci
sion was a lifelong one, which was first 
shaped by the missions-minded church in 
which they grew up in Statesville, N.C.

The missions message was reinforced at 
home. His mother even told his father once 
that she wanted to be a missionary. “He 
retorted, ‘You’ve got a whole mission field 
here at home with, these twelve children,”’ 
Benfield said. She never mentioned the sub
ject to him again.

When he recently asked Evelyn’s newly 
widowed mother how she felt about his taking 
her daughter overseas, she replied, “I 
dedicated Evelyn to the Lord many years 
ago. I’d rather have her serving across the 
sea in His will than to have her out of His will 
here at home with me.”

During his service in the Coast Guard, he 
felt the call to the ministry. By the time he 
graduated from Southeastern Baptist 
Theological Seminary, Wake Forest, N.C., he 
had begun to sense a call to missions.

memorial to Bob Nolan, who died June 16 of a 
heart attack.

Nolan, considered by some to be one of the 
greatest western songwriters of all time, 
wrote such hits as “Tumbling Tumbleweeds” 
and “Cool Water.” Several of his cowboy 
hymns also will be featured in the series.

Other familiar cowboy tunes to be perform
ed by Rogers and guests are “Don’t Fence Me 
In,” “Blue Shadows On The Trail,” “Happy 
Trails To You,” “High Noon,” “Back In The 
Saddle Again,” and “The Cowboy’s Prayer.”

A parchment printed transcript of “The 
Cowboy’s Prayer” will be offered to listeners 
who write for it. Listeners can also receive 
“The Roy Rogers Story,” a scrapbook con
taining pictures taken throughout the careers 
of Rogers and his wife, actress-author Dale 
Evans.

But Evelyn held back. She said she wasn’t 
ready to take their two young sons overseas.

Benfield continued in the pastoral ministry 
in North Carolina, but in 1969, when they ac
companied a group of young people to 
Ridgecrest for foreign missions week, he 
again felt the missions call. Still, Evelyn did 
not agree to go overseas.

Benfield went to a new church instead of the 
missions field and got more deeply involved 
with North Carolina Baptists. He was active 
in his association and served three times as a 
vice-president of his state convention. Then in 
1974, to his surprise, he was asked to serve on 
the one Southern Baptist board which he was 
most interested in.

Evelyn said his being named to the Foreign 
Mission Board didn’t bother her, but she 
became a little uneasy when he made a trip to 
Western South America as chairman of the 
board committee concerned with that area. 
While he was gone, she visited with former 
church members who told her, “I envision 
you all as missionaries before this is all 
over.”

The trip was pivotal. “My wife and I 
discussed it at length and looked at slides,” 
remarked Benfield. “I told her about the ex
periences there and what it was to be a mis
sionary on the field.”

By August 1979, they were looking into op
portunities in English-language worl^ That 
month the Benfields attended Foreign Mis
sion Week at Glorieta (N.M.) Baptist Con
ference Center, where Evelyn said ex
periences crystalized for her. Caught up in 
trying to tell her oldest son Kamron and his 
wife about the appointment service they 
would attend, she found herself saying she 
and Ray might do something like that 
sometime.

To the Benfield’s surprise, their children 
were encouraging. “We always thought our 
children would rebel against us being away 
from home,” said Evelyn. From that point on, 
she was as eager as her husband to move 
through the appointment process and join the 
other missionary candidates on that 
Ridgecrest stage.

C-N student named pastor
Stan Vespie, a junior at Carson-Newman 

College in Jefferson City, was called as pastor 
of Rocky Point Baptist Church in Russellville.

Vespie is a native of Wartburg and has serv
ed as minister of music and youth at Liberty, 
Royce, and Piedmont Baptist Churches, all in 
Nolachucky Association.


