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Salt Lake City sniper 
guns down pastor's son

SALT LAKE CITY (BP)—“I loved my son 
too much to hate anybody for hurting him,” 
Theodore Fields said.

Fields, pastor of New Pilgrim Baptist 
Church in Salt Lake City, spoke just before 
funeral services were held for his son, Ted, 20, 
who was gunned down by a sniper as he 
jogged near Liberty Park late Aug. 20.

The younger Fields and a friend, David 
Martin III, 18, were killed in the fusillade of 
high-powered rifle shots as they and two 
young women jogged across a brightly lit in
tersection.

Both young Fields and Martin were 
members of the 200-member black Baptist 
congregation affiliated with the Utah-Idaho 
Southern Baptist Convention.

“No one knows any reason for it,” Pastor 
Fields said. “No one knows why anyone would 
want to hurt Ted or David.”

Salt Lake City police are seeking the person 
who fired six shots at the pair from a field 
near the intersection. The firm for which both 
young men worked, Northwest Pipeline 
Corp., posted a $25,000 reward for information 
leading to the arrest and conviction of the 
assailant. The Salt Lake City Tribune also 
posted a $10,000 reward.

Salt Lake City newspapers speculated the 
sniper “knew whom he wanted to kill,” and in
dicated the slayings were “not the work of a 
random psychopath.”

Whether the killings had racial overtones 
also was being investigated. The elder Fields, 
however, was reluctant to talk about the 
possibility the shootings were motivated by 
the fact the young men were black and their 
companions were white.

Fields, who has served the church two 
years, retired from the U.S. Air Force in

Gritz files 
slander suit

OKLAHOMA CITY (BP) - Jack L. Gritz, 
former editor of the Baptist Messenger, 
newsmagazine for the Baptist General Con
vention of Oklahoma, has filed a $400,000 civil 
suit charging six fellow ministers with 
slander.

Filed in Oklahoma County District Court, 
the suit alleges the defendants, acting “in 
concert,” made slanderous statements to ob
tain his dismissal as editor.

Gritz was terminated by the state conven
tion’s board of directors last September, after 
30 years as editor.

Named as defendants in the suit are Joe L. 
Ingram of Oklahoma City, state convention 
executive director-treasurer; Jerry Don 
Abernathy, also of Oklahoma City, former 
convention president who now is evangelism 
director; Cal Hunter of Mooreland; C.A. 
Spradlin of Chickasha; Roy Moody of Tulsa, 
and Finis Steelman of Davis, all board 
members.

The men all were members of the subcom
mittee of the board of directors which dealt 
with Gritz’ termination.

Gritz’ suit claims the six defendants spoke, 
published, and circulated information alleg
ing him to be “a very sick man.”

November 1979, to become full-time pastor. 
He currently is a member of the Utah-Idaho 
convention Executive Board.

He officiated at the funeral for Martin, but 
decided not to do so for his own son. “I am not 
strong enough to preach my son’s funeral,” 
he said.

“I have lost my son, but I don’t have any 
animosity in my heart toward anyone. I loved 
my son too much for that. I know he knew the 
Lord; I have no fear of his salvation. One day, 
I am going to be with him. That is the strength 
that keeps me going,” Fields said.

Winds, hail damage church, 
gymnasium at Alexandria

Storms in life was the topic of Amos Jar
man’s message to his congregation at West 
Main Baptist Church in Alexandria this past 
Sunday morning.

Motels announce 
convention space

Six motels near Johnson City have in
dicated they still have rooms available for 
persons attending the Tennessee Baptist Con
vention Nov. 11-13 in Johnson City.

Although rooms are filled in the city, John 
Perkins, chairman of the Committee on Ar
rangements, explained that lodging near 
Johnson City is plentiful at the present time.

Motels with rooms still available include:
Buffalo Valley Resort & Country Club, 

Highway 19 & 23—Route 2, Unicoi, 37692, 
phone 743-9181;

Camara Inn, W. Elk Avenue, Elizabethton, 
37643, phone 929-2711;

Camara Inn Tri-City Airport, P.O. Box 391, 
Blountville, 37617, phone 323-4155;

Holiday Inn, Bristol, 1-81 & S. 11, Bristol, 
37620, phone 968-1101;

Holiday Inn, 700 Lynn Garden Dr., 
Kingsport, 37662, phone 247-3133;

Tennessee Hills Motel, Erwin & Johnson Ci
ty Highway, Erwin, 37650, phone 743-9908.

Perkins urged persons making reservations 
to contact the motels, not the Tennessee Bap
tist Convention offices. He also pointed out 
that facilities are available in Johnson City 
and surrounding towns for trailers and 
campers.

Mission reports on Surinam coup
PARAMARIBO, Surinam (BP) — A 7 p.m. to 4 a.m. curfew may interfere with even

ing church services, but otherwise the work of Southern Baptist missionaries in Surinam 
is unaffected following a military coup here, according to Missionary Fred E. Day.

According to reports, the bloodless coup Aug. 14 followed dissatisfaction with the 
results of an earlier military coup in February.

Day, chairman of the Southern Baptist mission in the country located just north of 
Brazil, said missionaries are safe and able to move openly and safely during the day.

He noted, however, that for a time the country is considered in a state of emergency. 
The constitution has been suspended, and the borders are closed, although foreigners 
may leave.

Day added no gatherings are allowed without permission, except for churches and 
temples, and not more than two people should talk to each other in the street. He said the 
coup “is in no way an anti-American action.”

Southern Baptists have nine missionaries under appointment to Surinam, a Southern 
Baptist mission field since 1971.

Mission gifts keep on goal pace
After 10 months of mission giving through the Cooperative Program, Tennessee Bap

tists are almost “right on schedule” to reach the $13-million budget-goal which was 
adopted by messengers to the 1979 Tennessee Baptist Convention.

Tom J. Madden, TBC executive secretary-treasurer, said that gifts through the 
unified mission support channel are less than one-half of one percent below the 10-month 
goal. Cooperative Program receipts for the November 1979-August 1980 period were 
$10,786,652.28. The goal for that period (ten-twelfths of $13-million) would be 
$10,833,333.33.

Madden added that mission gifts through the Cooperative Program for the first 10 
months of the convention year were five percent above gifts for the same period of the 
previous year when $10,274,014.32 was contributed.

This represents a $512,637.96 gain over the record pace one-year ago, the TBC ex
ecutive secretary said.

Cooperative Program receipts for August were $915,599.80 — which is 15.5 percent 
below the monthly goal of $1,083,333.33, and 25.6 percent below the amount given in 
August last year. The $1,230,350.32 received in August 1979 is the TBC’s sixth highest 
month.

Jarman had first-hand experience in 
preparing the message. Friday afternoon, 
Aug. 29, his church’s gymnasium, fellowship 
hall, and sanctuary,were hit by winds, rain, 
and hail which did extensive damage to the 
three buildings.

“The gymnasium was destroyed. It kind of 
exploded,” Jarman told Baptist and Reflector 
Sept. 1. He reported that in the other two 
buildings there was roof damage, water 
leakage, gutters torn down, and window 
frames torn loose. Four gas heaters located in 
the gym were ripped out and blown several 
yards from the building. Parts of the gym 
building were blown into the top of the sanc
tuary, but no extensive damage was done to 
that building.

The congregation met Sunday in the church 
sanctuary. "The Lord preserved our place of 
worship,” Jarman pointed out.

The church had an insurance policy on the 
gym for $25,000 which is all the insurance 
company would allow due to the age of the 
building, the pastor explained. He estimates 
it will take at least $100,000 to replace the 
facility.

The storm occurred about 3:00, and 
although the weather bureau did not issue any 
tornado warnings, several people said the 
storm sounded like a tornado. One woman, 
reportedly, saw a funnel. “It sounded like a 
train coming through,” said Jarman, whose 
house is only about a mile from the church.

No one was injured in the storm, but minor 
damage occurred in other parts of Alexan
dria, Jarman said.

FORMER TENNESSEANS MEET — Ray 
O. Jones, (left) former pastor of First 
Baptist Church in Fountain City, Knox
ville, and Keith E. Wooster, former 
pastor of First Baptist Church in Halls, 
renewed friendships recently in 
Virginia. Jones is pastor of Alexander 
Baptist Church in Portsmouth, and 
Wooster recently moved to Ports
mouth as the Norfolk Naval Shipyard 
chaplain.

68 apartments 
rented at Plaza

Rental of apartments at Belmont Plaza, a 
high-rise for senior adults, is running about 
two months ahead of schedule, according to 
Bob Johnson, residence counselor.

As of last week, 68 of the 123 units have been 
rented, he reported.

Johnson said that the facility will contain 
some custom two-bedroom apartments and 
some double one-bedroom apartments. 
Models of these new types of facilities are 
open for inspection.

“Interest in Belmont Plaza continues to run 
very high,” Johnson said, noting that there 
had been excellent response to an advertising 
campaign, “We have about 900 active pro
spects,” he added.

Belmont Plaza was constructed by the Ten
nessee Baptist Service Corporation, which 
was unable to open the facility because of the 
lack of operating funds. The facility was sold 
to Belmont Plaza Inc. in May.

Under the provisions of the sale, the Ten
nessee Baptist Convention accepted a $500,000 
liability which will be phased out as the apart
ments are rented. When 80 units are rented, 
the TBC obligation will be reduced to 
$300,000 ; 93 units reduced to $200,000; 105 
units, reduced to $100,000; and when ill units 
are rented, there will be no obligation to the 
convention.
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Southern Baptists anticipate in Korea crusade 'awakening
L " ; ' . .. . _ ___ m ___ ▼ i_____ ____________hnri7An mnrA nnnnlp than T’vo

By Dan Martin
SEOUL, Korea (BP) — “I have never seen 

anything quite like it,” G. William Schweer 
said after participating in an evangelism 
crusade here Aug. 12-15.

“I came away convinced God is doing 
something unusual in Korea,” said Schweer, 
professor of evangelism at Golden Gate Bap
tist Theological Seminary. ‘‘It seemed like 
the Great Awakenings of 1740 and 1800. What 
is happening in Korea is what many of us 
have been praying will happen in our own 
country; a great turning toward God.”

Schweer, a former Southern Baptist mis
sionary to Indonesia, was one of 11 Southern 
Baptists who participated in the crusade, par
tially sponsored by Campus Crusade for 
Christ, International.

“The crusade was the culmination of a joint 
venture of more than 90 percent of the Protes
tant churches of South Korea,” said John 
Jones, director of communication for the San 
Bernardino, Calif.-based Campus Crusade.

Organizers estimated 19,000 of the nation’s 
evangelical churches joined to sponsor the 
event, billed as the 1980 World Evangelism 
Crusade/Here’s Life Korea.

“The crusades were only one part of the 
overall effort,” said Jones, an on-the-spot 
observer. “The whole effort covered three 
years. This summer, Korean Christians were 
trained to share their faith, and a series of 
Here’s Life city campaigns were held.”

Southern Baptists were invited to par
ticipate by Joon Gon Kim, who headed both 
the crusade and the Campus Crusade effort.

TBC to hold first seminar 
on Christian citizenship

Tennessee Baptists will have an opportuni
ty to participate in the convention’s first 
Christian Citizenship Seminar scheduled to be 
held in Nashville Sept. 22-23.

Sponsored by the TBC public affairs and 
Christian life committee, the seminar is open 
to anyone aware that Christianity involves 
citizenship, according to Jerry Self, public af
fairs and Christian life consultant.

The meetings will be held at Forest Hills 
Baptist Church in south Nashville. Originally 
set for First Baptist Church in Knoxville, the 
sessions had to be moved because of a 
scheduling conflict.

Robert L. Maddox, special assistant for 
religious liaison, the White House staff; 
Charles Overby, special assistant for ad
ministration, Tennessee governor’s staff; and 
Linda Moynihan, Tennessee Conference on 
Social Welfare, will address the group during 
the two-day event. Also scheduled to bring 
speeches are: Glen Stassen, associate pro
fessor, Southern Baptist Theological

Morris named superintendent 
of Franklin children's home

Bill Morris, pastor of First Baptist Church 
in Dayton for the past 10 years, was elected as 
superintendent for the Tennessee Baptist 
Children’s Home at Franklin last week.

His election came during a meeting of the 
executive committee of the Tennessee Baptist 
Children’s Home in _
Brentwood on Aug. 28.

Morris, a native of 
Bridgeport, Ala. will 
be responsible for 
supervising the staff 
and directing the work 
on the Franklin cam
pus, according to E.B. 
Bowen, executive
director-treasurer, 
TBCH. His efforts will 
be directed toward Morri* 
guarding the physical, mental, and spiritual 
health of the children on the campus.

Before coming to the Dayton church, Mor

He made the request through Dan Moon, 
language missions consultant with the
Southern Baptist Brotherhood Commission, 
Memphis.

The invitation reportedly was issued after a 
Presbyterian missionary told crusade 
organizers Southern Baptist theology more 
nearly represents the Korean position than 
that of any other denominational group.

Among the Southern Baptists who par
ticipated were James H. Smith, of Memphis, 
executive director of the Brotherhood Com
mission; James Irwin of Colorado Springs, 
Colo., a former Apollo astronaut; John 
Wright, pastor of First Baptist Church, Little 
Rock, Ark.; Charles Chaney, of Springfield, 
director of extension for Illinois Southern 
Baptists; James Hylton, pastor of Lake Coun
try Baptist Church, Fort Worth, Tex.; 
Leonard Sanderson, Alexandria, director of 
evangelism for the Louisiana Baptist Conven
tion; Missionary Don Cleo Jones of Seoul, a 
member of the Korea Baptist Mission; G. 
William Schweer, professor of evangelism, 
and Samuel Tong, professor of Old Testa
ment, both of Golden Gate Baptist 
Theological Seminary, Mill Valley, Calif.; 
and Ralph Neighbour, pastor of West 
Memorial Baptist Church, Houston, Tex.

According to officials of the crusade, an ag
gregate of seven million persons participated 
in the four-day crusade, including a high at
tendance night of 2.7-million.

“Crowd estimates are always tricky,” said 
the crusade’s Jones. “I do not know if they are 
entirely accurate, but there were more people

Seminary, Louisville, Ky.; William Elder III, 
Southern Baptist Convention director of 
Christian citizenship development for the 
Christian Life Commission; Bracey Camp
bell, managing editor, The Nashville Banner; 
and Douglas Watterson, pastor of First Bap
tist Church in Knoxville.

Leading a panel discussion on “What do I 
get for my vote?” will be William J. Rogers, 
field director for Robin Beard; Kittie Myatt, 
district manager for William H. Boner; and 
Bill Hamby, field director for Howard Baker.

Topics will include: “Biblical Call to In
volvement,” “Biblical Citizenship or Civil 
Religion,” “The View from Washington,” 
“Making my Views Known with Legislators,” 
“Influence in the Electing,” “Influence in 
Governing,” and “The Price of Freedom.”

Self said the seminar is open to anyone in
terested in furthering his involvement in 
Christian citizenship.

The first session will begin Monday night at 
7:00. Tuesday’s meetings will convene at 2:30, 
3:30, and 7:00 p.m.

ris led congregations in Huntsville and 
Hanceville, Ala. and in Hixson, Tenn. Student 
pastorates included churches in Heflin and 
Grant, Ala., and Cropper, Ky.

The new superintendent is a graduate of 
Samford University in Birmingham, Ala. He 
earned the master of divinity degree from 
Southern Baptist Theological Seminary, 
Louisville, Ky. in 1973. His special training at 
that institution was in mental health, pastoral 
care, and alcoholism.

He serves presently as a member of the 
Tennessee Baptist Convention Executive 
Board. He is also chairman of the personnel and 
program committee for Tennessee Valley 
Baptist Association. Previously, he served as 
president of the Tennessee Baptist Pastors’ 
Conference and was a member of the 
Alabama Baptist Executive Board when he 
was a pastor in that state. He has led several 
committees in the Tennessee Valley associa
tion. —*

there than I have ever seen before in my life.
Jones, a former Tennessee newspaperman 

serving as a volunteer for the crusade, said a 
special committee was charged with 
estimating the size of the crowds.

The committee used two methods for 
estimating the number of people attending 
the rally at Yoida Plaza, a former airfield, 
which is 9/10 of a mile long and 4/10 of a mile 
wide. The first was a system of grid lines, and 
the second “judgment and experience” on 
how many people had attended previous 
meetings at the site.

“The leaders took the most conservative of 
the official estimates. There is no way for a 
mass crowd of this size to be precisely 
estimated, but I know there were people from

FMB urges Spanish Baptists 
to open new mission field

RICHMOND, Va— The Southern Baptist 
Foreign Mission Board has recommended to 
the Spanish Baptist Union that they consider 
beginning mission work in Equatorial 
Guinea. The recommendation followed a 
survey trip to the country by two Southern 
Baptist missionaries and a board staff 
member.

Reporting to his board on the survey trip, 
John E. Mills, secretary for west Africa, 
recommended that if Spanish Baptists could 
not initiate work in the early future, Southern 
Baptists should give further consideration to 
opening work themselves.

Mills also noted that further recommenda
tions would be made if Spanish Baptists ask 
the board for assistance.

Consideration of Equatorial Guinea as a 
mission field by both Spanish Baptists and 
Southern Baptists came about largely as the 
result of efforts of Las Palmas Baptist Church 
in the Canary Islands. Around Christmas 
time, the church spearheaded a food and 
clothing drive for the needy citizens of 
Equatorial Guinea.

Mills’ report said there are great needs in 
the area of agriculture, education, and health 
care. There is no starvation now, but many

FMB president meets, commends
Zimbabwe Prime

WASHINGTON (BP) - Among the many 
tributes paid Zimbabwe Prime Minister 
Robert G. Mugabe during his recent two-day 
visit to the United States was a word of com
mendation and thanks from Southern Baptist 
leader R. Keith Parks for the continued 
presence of Southern Baptist missionaries in 
the newly independent African nation.

Parks, president of the Foreign Mission 
Board, accepted a White House invitation to 
appear at a formal ceremony and reception 
honoring Mugabe in order to thank him for 
“the continuing opportunity to serve the peo
ple of Zimbabwe.”

“I appreciate his emphasis on reconcilia
tion, peace and democracy and the desire of 
the leaders of Zimbabwe to move ahead in a 
constructive way,” Parks said. Mugabe, 
whose revolutionary forces ousted the white 
apartheid government of former Prime 
Minister Ian Smith earlier this year, has been 
hailed in the international community for the 
magnanimity shown to defeated foes in what 
formerly was Rhodesia.

Parks also presented Mugabe with a letter 
welcoming him to the United States, express
ing gratitude for the “privilege to serve the 
people of Zimbabwe,” reviewing the kinds of 
ministries engaged in by Southern Baptists in 
the nation, and extending the African leader 
an invitation to board headquarters in Rich
mond, Va.

“Contacts with world leaders,” Parks told 
Baptist Press, “will enhance the chances of 
preaching the gospel. In this case, as in all 
others, we are motivated by spiritual and not 
political goals.”

Southern Baptists currently have 47 mis

horizon to horizon, more people than I’ve ever 
seen,” Jones added.

Schweer noted he “tends to be skeptical” of 
the estimates but added he had never seen 
such crowds of similar size before.

Officials also estimated one-million persons 
made spiritual decisions of some kind during 
the crusade. Since persons indicating a wish 
to make decisions were asked to stand, the ex
act breakdown of what the decisions were was 
not known, but leaders said they probably 
were a combination of first-time professions 
of faith, responses by persons who were not 
sure of their salvation, decisions to live better 
lives, surrender to missions, and desire to 
support the ongoing work of the church.

needs are obviously urgent.
The conditions in the country developed 

after the rule of an absolute dictator 
disrupted the country’s economy to such an 
extent that much of the population left the 
country and many of those remaining were 
reduced to near starvation.

The new government has expelled Rus
sians, the majority of Cubans, and all but a 
few Chinese. The government has asked the 
West for help.

“It seemed to us that the lack of evangelical 
witness, the welcome we received, and the 
government appeals for help all indicate a 
door open for a spiritual ministry and the 
likelihood of a ready response,” Mills said.

“Because of the Spanish history and pre
sent influence, and because of the almost 
universal use of Spanish as a language, it 
seemed to us that Spanish Baptists might be 
in the best position to open Baptist work and 
they could take advantage of present oppor
tunities quicker than Southern Baptists.”

Charles Whitten, Southern Baptist mis
sionary to Spain, and Bill Bullington, the 
board’s missionary field representative for 
west Africa, accompanied Mills on the survey 
trip.

Minister Mugabe
sionaries stationed in Zimbabwe.

Parks noted that throughout the Mugabe- 
led revolution, “our people stayed,” although 
some were forced to leave localized pockets 
during heavy fighting. That approach of stay
ing even during political and military strife 
“represents our approach to missions,” 
Parks said. “We have a spiritual mission to 
serve the people, to meet the needs of the peo
ple.”

Gallaher Memorial 
dedicates building"
Members of Gallaher Memorial Bap

tist Church in Knoxville held dedication 
services for new facilities on Aug. 31.

The church’s old building, con
structed around 1935, suffered exten
sive fire damage in February 1979. The 
damage was estimated at between 
$180,000 and $200,000.

Brown Construction Co., Knoxville, 
was general contractor for the new 
building. The work included cleaning 
and rebuilding the entire inside of the 
church building. All equipment and fur
nishings were replaced.

Speakers at the special day activities 
included: Hubert Smothers, president 
of Harrison-Chilhowee Baptist 
Academy, Seymour; Wray Smith, 
associate director of missions for Knox 
County Association; and Congressman 
John Duncan.

Blake Greer has served as pastor of 
the church for the past four years.
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Political meeting draws 
prominent Baptists
By Toby Druin and Jerilynn W. Armstrong
DALLAS (BP)—Ronald Reagan brought a 

capacity crowd to its feet at the National Af
fairs Briefing when he vowed to return moral 
values to politics if he is elected president of 
the United States.

Reagan, the Republican nominee, was 
keynote speaker at the gathering, Aug. 21-22, 
which was designed “for Christians and other 
concerned citizens to discuss how their in
fluence can be made known through political 
activity.”

Southern Baptists, including the current 
and two past presidents of the Southern Bap
tist Convention, were prominent at the 
meeting. Bailey Smith, pastor of First 
Southern Baptist Church of Del City, Okla.; 
Adrian Rogers, pastor of Bellevue Baptist 
Church, Memphis; and W.A. Criswell, pastor 
of First Baptist Church of Dallas, addressed 
the gathering.

Presiding over most of the sessions were 
Southern Baptist evangelist James Robison of 
Hurst, Tex., and Ed McAteer, a member of 
Bellevue church. McAteer is president and 
Robison is vice-president of The Roundtable, 
a Washington-based organization “which pro
vides education and direction for leaders con
cerned with moral issues.”

The National Affairs Briefing was spon
sored by The Roundtable.

Organizers claimed the meeting was non
partisan, but there was little doubt Reagan is 
the man most of the 18,000 persons attending 
want in the Oval Office.

Reagan, a member of the Disciples of 
Christ (Christian) denomination, restated 
that he is a “born-again Christian,” and said 
leaders of a growing moral movement in the 
country are disaffected with President Jim
my Carter, a Southern Baptist, because 
Carter “wore his religion on his sleeve and 
used it more than it used him.”

SBC President Smith, elected to head the 
13.4-million-member denomination in June, 
said he agreed to speak at the briefing to 
“balance” his appearance at the Democratic 
National Convention, where he led an opening 
prayer.

He emphasized he had not come to endorse 
anyone, but came only to “preach Jesus.”

Though Smith’s remarks about “balance” 
implied the NAB was a Republican function, 
McAteer said it was “non-partisan.” The pro
gram included some Democrats—such as 
Gov. Fob James of Alabama—and both Presi
dent Carter and independent candidate John 
Anderson had declined invitations to appear, 
he added.

However, Republicans were dominant and 
included Rep. Guy Vander Jagt, the House 
member from Michigan who keynoted the 
Republican national Convention; Rep. Philip 
M. Crane from Illinois; Sen. Jesse Helms of 
North Carolina; and Texas Gov. William

Carter tops Reagan 
in student poll

RIDGECREST, N.C. (BP)-President Jim
my Carter narrowly defeated former Califor
nia Governor Ronald Reagan in a presidential 
straw poll conducted during student week at 
Ridgecrest Baptist Conference Center.

Carter received 253 votes to Reagan’s 228. 
Independent candidate John Anderson 
garnered 37 votes, and seven students in
dicated they were undecided.

A total of 1,000 ballots were distributed 
through the conference daily bulletin where 
students were encouraged to vote and place 
their ballots in boxes near the doors of 
Spilman Auditorium. However, only 525 votes 
were cast.

“It’s hard to say why the vote total was so 
low,” said Howard Bramlette, editor in Na
tional Student Ministries, sponsor of the con
ference. Bramlette said the poll was con
ducted in a low-key manner, and students 
were invited to vote but “no big deal was 
made of it.”

Clements, in addition to Reagan.
Among other speakers were Jerry Falwell, 

independent Baptist preacher and television 
evangelist from Virginia; Pat Robertson, 
host of the 700 Club; Phyllis Schlafly, presi
dent of Eagle Forums; and Howard Phillips 
of the Conservative Caucus.

Smith, in his address, cited a newspaper in
terview where a member of a homosexual 
political caucus was asked about evangelist 
Robison. “We are in deep trouble in America 
when we interview a pervert about a 
preacher,” Smith said. “The evil persons in 
this world have no right to evaluate a man of 
God.”

Rogers, who stepped down in June after a 
year as president of the SBC, said: “America 
needs to be born again or she will join the 
graveyard of nations.”

Criswell, who headed the SBC from 1968-70, 
welcomed the briefing and called the meeting 
“one of the most significant convocations 
assembled in this century.” He said it was 
“dedicated to delivering the nation from the 
judgment of God.”

Another speaker, Charles Stanley, pastor of 
Atlanta’s First Baptist Church, talked of 
practical ways to implement a program of 
political action in a local church.

James T. Draper Jr., pastor of First Baptist 
Church of Euless, Tex., and immediate past 
president of the SBC Pastors’ Conference, 
warned against the danger of seeking 
moderation and neutrality in the name of 
Christianity.

“Our forefathers had convictions; we have 
opinions,” he said. “We are in danger of 
moral laziness because we are seeking to see 
both sides and are afraid to form an opinion.'

Robison spoke on several occasions, in
cluding priming the audience for Reagan’s 
appearance. He warned the audience to be 
wary of men who use religious rhetoric and 
talk about the promises of God and urged 
them to elect men who have discovered the 
promises of God. He also called for redemp
tion from wicked ways and “government- 
backed sin.”

“When Christians vote, they should not vote 
for a position, a party, or a platform but prin
ciples—principles that make this a great na
tion,” he said.

Robison went on to add that those who 
criticize him for violating the separation be
tween church and state forget that our foun
ding fathers never intended for the Constitu
tion to mean separation of God from govern
ment or the separation of Christians from the 
political system.

“If the righteous, godly, and decent in
dividuals stay out of politics then who does 
that leave to make the policies?” Robison 
asked.

The meeting concluded with a workshop on 
the “how-tos” of political involvement. A 
capacity crowd of 500 filled the chapel at First 
Baptist Church, where the workshop par
ticipants learned how to put the aims of the 
briefing into practical use in their own com
munities.

Maddox urged Smith to stay away
WASHINGTON (BP)—Bob Maddox, an aide to President Carter, said he attempted, 

“Baptist to Baptist,” to dissuade Bailey Smith, president of the Southern Baptist Conven
tion, from attending a religious-political meeting in Dallas.

Maddox commented in response to national stories in which Smith told of attempts 
by Maddox to talk him out of going to the National Affairs Briefing, a meeting sponsored 
by The Roundtable, a conservative group.

‘When I heard he was going to address the meeting, I called him and said, ‘Friend, I 
hate to see you go to that meeting. They (the organizers) will put you in a position where 
you don’t want to be,”’ Maddox told Baptist Press.

Smith recalled Maddox named some leaders of the briefing, and the SBC president 
said he responded: “Bob, you just named some of my best friends.”

Among the names Smith and Maddox mentioned were Southern Baptist Evangelist 
James Robison of Hurst, a vice-president of The Roundtable, and Adrian Rogers, pastor 
of Bellevue Baptist Church in Memphis. Smith said he was loyal to Robison and would 
not “let anyone talk me out of a loyalty to my friends.”

When asked if he spoke on behalf of the White House, Maddox replied: “Heavens no. 
This was strictly on my own. The president would never interfere in something like this.”

A CHALLENGE BEFORE THEM—Uncompaghre Mountain stands as a formidable 
challenge to the mountain-climbing abilities of three participants in Christian 
High Adventure. Sponsored by the Home Mission Board, Brotherhood Commis
sion, and the church recreation department of the Sunday School Board, Christian 
High Adventure is an experience in wilderness stress camping, self discovery, 
and leadership training.

Reagan to consider McAteer 
for transition committee

DALLAS (BP) — Memphis businessman 
Ed McAteer may be considered for appoint
ment on Reagan’s transition committee if the 
Republican presidential candidate is elected, 
according to a group of Southern Baptist 
leaders.

The group also said Reagan said he would 
name Christians to key positions in his ad
ministration if elected. The Baptist leaders, 
including Bailey Smith, current president of 
the Southern Baptist Convention, and Adrian 
Rogers, the immediate past president, met 
privately with Reagan before the candidate 
addressed the National Affairs Briefing, a 
conservative religious-political meeting in 
Dallas.

The private meeting was arranged by 
McAteer, a member of Bellevue Baptist 
Church, Memphis. McAteer is president of 
The Roundtable, sponsor of the public 
meeting.

Smith said as Reagan entered the room, 
Texas Evangelist James Robison met the 
candidate. Smith quoted the evangelist as 
saying: ‘“If we help you get elected, we ex
pect you to appoint qualified Christians to 
serve in your administration.’”

Both Smith and McAteer said Reagan 
agreed to consider such individuals for ap
pointment.

Smith added Reagan was asked if he would 
consider McAteer to serve on the transition 
committee should he be elected. “Sure,” the 
candidate replied, Smith recalled.

McAteer confirmed the conversation by 
saying Robison recommended him for the 
transition committee, which works to help a 
president-elect set up his administration.

“Mr. Reagan agreed I would be 
acceptable,” McAteer said. “I took it as a 
promise he would appoint me. I can’t say I’m 
appointed, but I feel comfortable the com
munication was clear. He (Reagan) is a man- 
of his word.”

Tulsa conference 
includes politics

TULSA, Okla. (BP) - The “Wake Up! 
America” conference, co-sponsored by the 
Tulsa Baptist Association and the James 
Robison Evangelisitc Association, drew 
capacity crowds for its two-night run in 
Tulsa’s Eastwood Baptist Church.

The meeting apparently is an outgrowth of 
the Heart of America Bible Conferences, 
which had Biblical innerancy as their pur
pose. The “Wake Up! America” conference 
included an emphasis on political activism.

James T. Draper, immediate past presi
dent of the Southern Baptist Pastors’ Con
ference, and pastor of First Baptist Church of 
Euless, Tex., told the 2,000 participants, “for 
the first time there is a clear, moral distinc
tion between what the people (candidates) 
are saying.” Urging pastors and church 
members to get involved in the political pro
cess, he said: “God can be satisfied with 
nothing less than the Christian reformation of 
society as a whole.”

Robison, from Hurst, Tex., said, “We need 
to get people in office who believe in Biblical 
principles and have the contemporary to lead. 
I don’t believe you are a real American if you 
have sold your soul to either party. We’re try
ing to get information into the people’s hands 
to tell them what to do.”

The bulk of the second afternoon session 
was devoted to a film on military 
preparedness and questions and answers with 
Robison and two Tulsa area political can
didates.

Nashville conducts 
extension classes

Nashville Baptist Association will conduct 
two Seminary Extension classes on Tuesdays, 
beginning Sept. 16. The classes will be held at 
the association office.

Richard Lucas will teach "New Testament 
Theology,” followed by Lee' Davis teaching 
“Stewardship.”

The classes are open to both church staff 
members and lay persons.

Additional information is available from 
the association office.
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EDITORIAL

The pastor and church relationship
Editor’s Note: This editorial appeared in the Oct. 20,1977, issue and 
is reprinted in response to several requests.

It is a sacred occasion in the life of a church and 
in the life of a minister.

A congregation has met to vote on the calling of a 
new pastor. They have heard about him—and they 
have heard from him in a trial sermon. After sincere 
prayer for God’s will, the congregation votes on a 
recommendation from the Pastor Search Committee. 
The ballots are counted, and the call is issued.

The prospective pastor has learned about the 
church from the committee and his visit to the church 
field. He has given the committee his consent to pre
sent his name to the church. Now he is informed about 
the church’s vote to call him as pastor. After sincere 
prayer for God’s will, he accepts the call to become 
their pastor.

With excitement and the assurance of God’s 
leadership — by both pastor and church — a long, 
fruitful relationship is begun.

However. . .if this is an average Southern Bap
tist church, two years from now this church will be go
ing through the same procedure. The pastor will be 
gone. The joy of a pastor-church relationship has

“THANK YOU, LORD”
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ended—often with bitterness, hostility, and perma
nent scars.

What happened? Why? What really is the rela
tionship between a church and a pastor?

PASTOR’S RELATIONSHIP TO CHURCH
Usually it is the pastor who dissolves this rela

tionship, although we will admit that occasionally his 
resignation is “encouraged.”

Basically there are two reasons why a minister 
moves from his present pastorate.

(1) The pastor accepts a “greater challenge” 
which usually means he goes to a larger church with a 
larger salary; to a bigger membership with a bigger 
parsonage.

We accept the fact that God often uses a smaller 
congregation to train a pastor for a greater respon
sibility—but no pastor should see his present 
pastorate as merely a “stepping stone.”

(2) The second reason for a pastor’s departure is 
that he comes face-to-face with the problems of the 
church.

The first year is the “honeymoon” period for a 
new pastor. Gradually, he is asked to solve the 
church’s problems—huge church debt, indifference, 
lack of leadership, strife among the membership, 
crises in members’ lives. As he works with these and 
other problems, it is likely that he will encounter 
discouragements and disappointments.

So, the pastor has a choice. Now that he knows the 
problems he must face, he can either determine to 
have an effective ministry by working out, working 
under, or working in spite of these problems—or he 
can go to another church, where he probably will en
counter similar situations. Tragically, too many 
pastors are unwilling to stick it out, so they choose to 
leave.

CHURCH’S RELATIONSHIP TO THE PASTOR
Until recent years it was a rare occasion for a 

congregation to vote out its pastor. Such votes came 
when the pastor was accused of gross immorality or 
of extreme heresy—after the pastor had been given 
the opportunity to resign.

Now, however, we hear of an increasing number 
of churches who, seemingly without serious charges, 
bring the pastor to the congregation for a “vote of 
confidence.”

When the pastor was called, the membership had 
by vote expressed their conviction that it was God’s 
will for him to be their pastor.

But before too many months have passed, some 
members discover that the new pastor has no 
miracles to offer. If the church is to be the church, 
there must be visitation, prayer meetings, teacher 
meetings, stewardship campaigns, Saturday work 
days, etc. The problems and discouragements which 
existed before he came will not disappear quickly—if 
at all.

So, some members begin to talk about his “lack of 
leadership” or that he “doesn’t fit in” or that his 
methods are too old or too advanced. A solution is of
fered—“We need a new pastor.”

Rather than support the pastor by faithful atten
dance, by encouragement, and by prayer, these 
members prefer to move him out and get a “better” 
pastor. Even if the pastor survives the vote, it is 
doubtful he can regain a position of strong leadership 
within the church.

THE PASTOR-CHURCH RELATIONSHIP is in 
some ways like a marriage. It should not be entered 
into lightly. It must be based upon a conviction that 
God’s will is being followed. It must recognize there 
are periods of “better, worse; richer, poorer; 
sickness, health.” It must be entered into with a 
desire for permanency.

The relationship between a church and its pastor 
is a sacred, God-given bond. Neither that pastor nor 
that church should tamper with that bond without an
ticipating God’s judgment.

Cicero’s 
comment

By the editor
Family reunions were an important part of 

my young life while growing up in Georgia. 
Every summer we would pack the car with all 
kinds of food and attend the Shackleford re
union, the Blandenburg reunion (my mother’s 
family), and the Jones reunion. I guess I’m 
three-eighths “Jones,” since both my grand
mother and my great-grandmother were 
named Jones.

For this reason, I suppose I was especially 
interested in a reunion of the Cates-Taylor 
family held in Cannon County earlier this 
summer.

The name “Cates” was important in middle 
Tennessee Baptist life and Baptist journalism 
during the last century.

The reunion was held at the 172-year-old 
Burt Baptist Church, followed by a covered 
dish luncheon at the Senior Citizens’ 
Clubhouse in Murfreesboro.

The Burt Baptist Church — which is said to 
be the oldest church in Cannon County — 
declared that date, June 1, as J.M.D. Cates 
Day in honor of his contributions to the 
church’s growth and development through 
the years.

The Cates-Taylor connection seems to have 
begun in 1842 when James Robards Taylor 
joined what was then called the Brawley’s 
Fork Baptist Church. Taylor later served as 
church clerk.

In 1834, J.M.D. Cates moved to Tennessee 
from Orange County, N.C., settling in the 
McMinnville area. Later he moved to Cannon 
County, and in 1847 he joined Brawley’s Fork 
church.

At various times during his life, Cates was 
pastor of this church, which later was called 
Marion Baptist Church and finally Burt Bap
tist Church.

Incidentally, there really was a Cates- 
Taylor “connection,” for J.R. Taylor’s 
daughter Mary Jane became the second wife 
of J.M.D. Cates.

Along with his ministerial leadership in a 
number of middle Tennessee churches, Cates 
founded, edited, and published The Bapitst 
Messenger at his home in Cateston Communi
ty (between Readyville and Woodbury). The 
paper was published from 1882 until 1886.

He also wrote and published several books.
Earlier, he and his son, A.B. Cates, had 

assisted Josephus Shackelford in the publica
tion of a weekly Baptist paper called The 
Christian Herald. That publication was 
started in 1865 and was published in Alabama 
and Tennessee before merging with the 
Georgia Baptist state paper, The Christian In
dex, in 1872.

Who knows? Perhaps Josephus Shackelford 
was my ancestor, I know the name is spelled 
differently — but we Shacklefords were never 
very good spellers!

J.M.D. Cates also founded Marion 
Academy, operated a tailor shop, manufac
tured saddles, farmed, and help his wife raise 
11 children.

On June 1, eight of Cates 12 living grand
children were among the 161 attending the 
Cates-Taylor reunion. Twenty-three of these 
came from Florida; seven from Georgia; two 
from Virginia; and one from New York City.

The service that day at Burt Baptist Church 
was in the hands of Cates’ descendents. Steve 
Cates of Murfreesboro presented a brief fami
ly history ; Floyd Cates of Perry Fla., spoke 
on “J.M.D. Cates: the Man and His Time.” 
Bill Cates of Nashville sang. Jim Cates of 
Sterling Park, Va., preached the sermon. 
Elvis Brandon of Cleveland, Tenn., led the 
singing. Murray Brandon, a member of the 
Burt church, read the Scripture.

In this day of widely-scattered families, it is 
heartening that some still strive to get 
together for reunions.
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Monday of this week, Sept. 1, was Labor 
Day. Its purpose is to pay tribute and honor to 
all who labor. The Bible teaches there is 
dignity in work. We often think of work as a 
curse, but God never meant for man to spend 
his time in purposeless leisure. God’s com
mandment to Adam concerning work was 
given before he became sinful. “Then the 
Lord God took man and put him into the 
garden of Eden to till it and keep it.” (Gen. 
2:15)

The command to work is included in the Ten 
Commandments. A person is to spend six- 
sevenths of his waking time in work. God is 
given as an example of 
said, “My father 
worketh hitherto and I 
work.” (John 5:17) 
God worked six days 
in creating the 
heavens and the earth 
before He rested on 
the seventh day.

Not only does God’s 
Word command a per
son to work but has a 
very blunt word for 
those who will not 
work. “If any will not 

one who works. Christ

Madden

work let him not eat” (2 Thess. 3:10).
I have never thought it was a coincidence 

that the vocation of our Lord was a carpenter. 
It took much strength to use the crude tools of 
the first century. I believe He knew what it 
was to be wet with sweat, to have His body 
burned by the sun and hands calloused with 
toil.

1 was deeply impressed when I heard the 
following story.

The mother of several children died. The 
oldest child, a girl, assumed the duties of the 
mother. It was not possible to further her own 
education, but denying herself, insisted that 
the others secure adequate training. 
Motivated by the example of such unselfish 
devotion, all of the younger children became 
quite successful.

One day when all of the children were 
together, the oldest girl, in remarking about 
the notable achievements of her brothers and 
sisters said, “What will I tell Jesus when I 
stand before Him?”

Another answered her, “Don’t tell Him 
anything, just show Him your hands.”

Spring City man to work 
with Graham association

Spring City Pastor David Sharp was named 
last month as a special assistant in the field of 
public relations for the Billy Graham 
Evangelistic Association. Sharp, who has 
served as pastor of First Baptist Church for 
more than three years, began his new work 
Aug. 25.

He will be based in Knoxville, but will be 
responsible for the states of Kentucky and 
Tennessee. His work will involve spiritual 
counseling, follow-up representation, and 
speaking.

A native of LaFollette, Sharp has also serv
ed as pastor of the First Baptist Churches of 
McMinnville, Sevierville, and Kingston. He 
holds degrees from Carson-Newman College 
in Jefferson City and Southwestern Baptist 
Theological Seminary, Fort Worth, Tex. He 
also received a doctor of ministry diploma 
from Luther Rice Seminary in Jacksonville, 
Fla.

RESERVE NOW for the Inspiring 
GREAT PASSION PLAY 

(May through Oct.)
Tickets, lodging and meals all for just $15 a 
person at

KELLER'S COUNTRY DORM RESORT, 
Rt. 1, EUREKA SPRINGS, ARK. 72639

For groups of 12 to 200 — Call 501/253-8418

Missionaries await decision 
on registration in Bangladesh

DACCA, Bangladesh (BP) — Southern Bap
tist missionaries in Bangladesh are waiting to 
see if the government will register them as a 
foreign group allowed to remain in the coun
try.

“We are fairly confident we will be approv
ed to continue work there,” said William R. 
Wakefield, Southern Baptist Foreign Mission 
Board director for south and southeast Asia. 
“But some of the groups already approved 
have been told to reduce their administrative 
costs. Others have been told to reduce the 
number of missionary personnel. The 
possibility of reducing our missionary forces 
poses a serious problem to Southern Baptists’ 
continued effectiveness in the country.”

The problem began in 1979 when the 
Bangladesh government passed an ordinance 
to regulate the use of foreign money in the 
country. All “voluntary” organizations were 
required to submit papers for registration. 
Although the mission organizations in 
Bangladesh have banded together to fight

Lakewood calls
Kenneth Brown

Members of Lakewood Baptist Church in 
Nashville called Georgia Pastor Kenneth 
Brown to lead their congregation recently. 
For the past three years, Brown has been 
pastor of First Baptist Church in Colquitt. 
Prior to that, he led Corinth Baptist Church in 
Oxford, N.C.

This will be Brown’s first Tennessee 
pastorate.

He is a native of 
Dickson, Tenn., and 
earned his
undergraduate degree 
from Shorter College, 
Rome, Ga. He receiv
ed the master of 
divinity degree from 
Southeastern Baptist 
Theological Seminary, 
Wake Forest, N.C.

Active in associa- 
tional work while in 
Georgia, Brown was a 

Brown

member of the administrative committee of 
the Bowen Association Executive Board and 
was president and vice-president of the 
ministerial association.

He succeeds Tom Suiter in the east 
Nashville pastorate.

Smyrna native returns 
to Tennessee work

Smyrna native John Evans has returned to 
the Volunteer State from Alabama and is ser
ving as pastor of Mill Creek Baptist Church in 
Nashville. He came to the new post earlier 
this summer.

A graduate of Harrison-Chilhowee Baptist 
Academy, Seymour, Evans has led congrega
tions in central Florida and was a student 
pastor in Knoxville while attending Harrison- 
Chilhowee. He was also pastor of Barton’s 
Creek Baptist Church in Lebanon. His last 
pastorate was at Salem Baptist Church in 
Enterprise, Ala. He has served there for two 
years.

Evans succeeds Damon Corley in the Mill 
Creek pastorate. Corley accepted a church in 
Kentucky.

Wrigley 
Baptist Church 

Lyles, Tenn

Dan Martin, Pastor 
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their inclusion in the voluntary category, it 
has been an uphill battle.

Last fall the government interviewed 71 
organizations for registration. Most have 
been informed of their status but some are 
still pending, according to Jim McKinley, 
chairman of the organization of Southern 
Baptist missionaries in Bangladesh. “It now 
appears six foreign missionary organizations 
of the seven interviewed are being refused 
registration,” he said.

Southern Baptist missionaries had their in
terview with the government in late June and 
McKinley said he feels “everything went very 
well for us.” But he also said that even 
registration apparently does not insure mis
sionaries of longevity in the country. A 
31-year veteran Churches of God missionary 
received a letter in July giving him 24 hours to 
leave the country. His was the one mission 
group registered.

McKinley requested that Southern Baptists 
write to the Bangladesh Embassy in 
Washington, D.C., asking if the mandatory 
registration is simply a ploy to remove Chris
tians from the country and if Bangladesh is 
moving in the same direction as Iran and in 
line with the Khomeini government.

Congress to decide 
on church plan bill

WASHINGTON (BP) — Pension legislation 
containing a “church plan” amendment 
which allows denominational workers and 
missionaries to participate in denominational 
retirement plans will go to a conference com
mittee when Congress reconvenes after its 
Labor Day recess.

H.R. 3904, which amends the Employee 
Retirement Income Security Act of 1974 
(ERISA), has gained overwhelming approval 
in both houses since a “church plan” amend
ment pushed by Sen. Herman E. Talmadge 
was added in the Senate Finance Committee.

After the House agreed Aug. 25 to the 
Senate version of the bill without three anti
labor Senate amendments, the Senate agreed 
on the following day to drop the three amend
ments but added two others with which the 
House disagreed and requested a conference 
to resolve the differences.

The Talmadge amendment is not part of the 
disagreements to be resolved.

Chances for final passage of the bill with the 
“church plan” amendment appear to be good, 
according to a spokeswoman for the House 
Task Force on Welfare and Pension Plans.

Without the “church plan” amendment, 
ERISA would have excluded virtually all 
denominational workers outside local church 
ministries from denominational retirement 
programs by Jan. 1, 1983.

CHURCH FURNITURE
From Factory to Church 

RAINSVILLE CHURCH PEW 
COMPANY

220 Rainbow Ave., S.W. 
Rainsville, Ala. 35986 

Phone 205-638-2467 or 638-3882 
We upholster existing pews.

Jerusalem" 14th Annual Bibleland SeminarIt

DEHONEY WARD

MOODY DRUMWRIGHT

with Daily Lectures & Study Seminar? fot 
Pastor, Layman, S.S. Teacher, Student —

More than a travel tour — 
an In-depth spiritual and study experience. 

College and Seminary Credit

December-January departures
Write: BIBLELAND TRAVEL, 1202 South Third, Suite 300, Louisville, KY 40203 

Phone: 504/636-9211

Jones to write
Uniform lessons

James C. Jones, assistant professor of 
religion at Union University, Jackson, has 
been named as a Sunday School lesson com
mentary writer for the next quarter for the 
Baptist and Reflector.

He will write the commentary for the 
Uniform Series lessons, beginning in this 
issue.

A native of West Virginia, Jones joined the 
Union University faculty in 1979. Previously 
he had taught at 
Southern Baptist 
Theological Seminary, 
Louisville, Ky., since 
1961. In 1975, he 
became a professor of 
theology in Southern’s 
Boyce Bible School. 
He was also pastor of 
Audubon Baptist
Church, Louisville, 
from 1966 to 1979. He 
was a pastor in In
diana before moving 
to Louisville.

Jones

Jones was active in the Long Run Baptist 
Association in the Louisville area, serving as 
moderator in 1975-76. He has served as a 
trustee at Midwestern Baptist Theological 
Seminary, Kansas City, Mo., and as a 
member of the Executive Board of the Ken
tucky Baptist Convention.

He is a graduate of Carson-Newman Col
lege, Jefferson City, and Southern Baptist 
Theological Seminary.

Write for free 
Brochure BAPTISMAL 

POOLS
Fiberglass Church 

Products
(615)875-0679

3511 Hixson Pike. Chattanooga. TN 37415
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Mrs. J T landrum. Owner
Telephone: 803-277-1658 
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Laida reveals findings from China trip
By Bobbie Durham

Their Bibles were burned. Their churches 
were closed. Their pastors were killed or sent 
to work on farms as common laborers.

Then they were told they didn’t have the 
right to know about God.

The young people of China have never been 
given the opportunity to know Christianity un
til in recent months, Tennessee Baptist 
Pastor John Laida learned during an August 
visit there.

Now as a result of apparent changes in the 
government and new attitudes towards its 
people, the Chinese are again congregating in 
churches which have been closed since 1966. 
They are singing hymns which only the older 
people remember because the youth of the 
country never heard them.

And all during the worship services, in city 
after city throughout the country, while 
healthy numbers praise God inside, large 
numbers of curious young people stand out
side the church looking in through the win
dows. It is so new to them, they are not sure 
whether they should come in.

Laida. pastor of First Baptist Church in 
Clarksville, related his findings and feelings 
to Baptist and Reflector after he returned 
from his trip there last month.

The middle Tennessee pastor’s trip to China 
was a gift from his congregation, honoring 
him for 20 years of service.

“I wanted to go to China,” he said, 
“because I wanted to find out what the Chris
tian situation is and wanted to know whether 
there is any residue from our mission work 
over there.”

Laida found that residue and some substan
tial growth besides. “We found several chur
ches that have opened up since the Baker 
James Cauthens went there about three mon
ths ago. Cauthen and his wife were mis
sionaries to China from April 1939 until Oc
tober 1945.

The Tennessee pastor and his wife, who 
were part of a tour group, took almost 400 
copies of the Gospel of John and 40 copies of 
an English/Chinese Bible into Canton to share 
with the people. “We ran out of Bibles too 
fast. The people are so eager to learn about 
Christianity and to learn English, many ask
ed us to share with them.”

The death of spirituality in the country 
dates to 1949 when all foreign dominance was 
eliminated. The picture darkened even more 
from 1966-69 during the Cultural Revolution. 
It was during this time that Chairman Mao 
Tse-tung turned the “Red Guard” loose on the 
people. These militant youth of the Com
munist Party became rioting marauders who 
were sent out to destroy everything of the old 
establishment. Professional people were 
stripped of their life’s calling and were sent 
out into the fields to do manual labor. The 
government closed all churches and used the 
meeting houses for warehouses or whatever 
enterprise was designated as needful.

In late 1976, Hua Guo-feng moved against 
the radicals known as the “Gang of Four,” led 
by Mao’s widow, Jiang Jing. In 1977, Deng 
Xiaoping was brought back into the govern
ment as the first deputy premier. He helped 
return private plots to farmers and instituted 
other organizational changes.

Formal diplomatic relations between the 
United States and China were instituted 
March 1, 1979.

An important document followed these 
government moves. The issue, called by some 
the most significant religious document writ
ten in the last 50 years, declares and claims 
the rights of churches and Christians to wor
ship and proclaim their religious liberties.

Laida explained that the congregations are 
set up as “Three Self Churches”—self- 
government, self-support, and self
propagation. The document was written by 
the church, Laida said, and was addressed to 
the government and to the people.

Laida’s tour group visited churches in Can
ton, Chen Du, and Peking. Laida said the 
church in Canton had been a Baptist church 
before the revolution. It is now served by five 
pastors, one of whom is Baptist. Six pastors 
lead the congregation at Cheng Du. Two of 
them are Baptists.

“All of the churches are intensely 
evangelistic,” Laida recalled. “Most of the 
churches only opened about a year ago. 
Someone told us there is a new church opening 
somewhere in China every week; but others 
are very cautious about saying there has been 
no basic change in the Chinese commitment 
to atheistic communism.” Atheism has the 
right to evangelize and propagate, but Chris
tianity still cannot, he said.

In Peking, he related that 700 church 
members have ordered Bibles and are 
awaiting their arrival. Pastors there told the 
tour group that there would be a large print
ing of Bibles in Shanghai during September 
and October. Each member will pay five yuan 
or about $3.50 for his own Bible.

The group also learned that the churches 
are holding meetings for young people on 
Fridays. Most of the youth are not Christians.

The pastors were excited because they are 
preparing to open a seminary in Naking. “We 
have no young ministers now, and this way we 
will be able to train them!” one pastor ex
claimed.

Another pastor told them of a new transla
tion of the Bible from the Hebrew and Greek 
into Chinese. It was done by Bishop K.H. Ting 
during the cultural revolution. He had been a 
faculty member at the Nanking Theological 
Seminary. Since he could not teach or preach 
during the revolution, he had plenty of time to 
translate, the pastor explained. He said if the 
churches approve his work, it could become 
the standard translation for China. “Ap
parently it is similar to Good News for 
Modern Man,” Laida said.

The Clarksville pastor’s greatest joy came 
in witnessing to the students whom he said 
were “eager” to hear the Word of God.

In Canton, a student approached them and 
said, “They destroyed all of the Bibles during 
the Cultural Revolution. We were very young 
at the time. I am a medical student and we do 
not know anything about God or Jesus or 
religion or the Bible. We are so eager to learn 
and know about Christianity.” She asked the 
group to meet with her and a group of 
students that night.

The tour group wore small gold crosses on 
their clothing, which opened some doors to 
witnessing. Laida said he was. surprised, 
however, how many of the people, especially 
the young, did not know that the cross sym
bolizes Christianity.

One university student who had read the 
Gospel of John returned to them one evening 
and queried, “What does this mean that God 
is light; God is power; and God is love?”

The Americans also explained to many of 
the young people who claim communism as 
their “religion” that “Communism is a 
political and economic system, but it cannot 
meet the spiritual need of man. Man does 
more than eat and sleep and die,” they ex
plained.

Possibly, for the Baptists and other Chris
tians in China, the days of merely eating and 
sleeping and dying are coming to a close. 
Through the churches’ open doors, they may 
once again be able to share the light, power, 
and love of God.

Choctaws respond to Chicago need
BIRMINGHAM, Ala.—When eight Choctaw Indians from the Philadelphia, Miss., 

area packed up their gear in pickup trucks and headed to Chicago, Ill., for a week, Mar
tha and Dolton Haggan felt a satisfaction that few missionaries ever experience.

They’d just seen the people they had nurtured spiritually for 14 years undertake a 
missionary project of their own.

The trip grew out of a survey taken by the Southern Baptist Home Mission Board 
which revealed more than 20,000 American Indians live in Chicago.

After hearing the results, Russell Begaye, a Navajo Indian who heads the agency’s 
missionary work with Indians, contacted Haggan.

“He wanted to know if the Choctaws here would be willing to go to Chicago for a week 
to help an Indian church with a revival,” Haggan said.

Haggan then approached Arthur Ben, Choctaw pastor who also serves as director of 
missions for the 13 Choctaw Baptist churches that make up the Choctaw Baptist Associa
tion, to see if the churches would be interested.

“In less than two weeks, the churches raised more than $1,100 and picked out the 
eight men and women who were to be the team,” he said. “Fifty-two people committed 
their lives to Christ during that revival. It doubled the membership of that church.”

A NEW BOOK_ 22 22 — John David Laida (left) shares Scriptures in a Chinese/English
Bible with a university student in China. It was the first time the student had seen
a Bible.

Tennessee pastor's daughter 
mimes the gospel message

RIDGECREST, N.C.—“Mime is the 
language of all people—anyone can unders
tand it. I’ve never found anyone who couldn’t 
identify with it,” says Tammy Walker, 
daughter of Tennessee Pastor Thomas 
Walker of First Baptist Church, Paris.

Tammy proved those words as she mimed 
her way into the hearts of 2,700 people during 
the Woman’s Missionary Union Conference at 
Ridgecrest Baptist Conference Center recent
ly-

Most conferees agreed that her stunning in
terpretations of the theme, “Me, Lord?”, 
were one of the week’s highlights.

Mime, one of the oldest forms of drama, 
tells a story through exaggerated actions and 
facial expressions. But the Samford Universi
ty communications major sees it as an effec
tive way to communicate the gospel in the 
twentieth century.

Tammy says she first became interested in 
mime as a student at Butler High School in 
Huntsville, where her father was pastor 
before moving to Tennessee.

“My drama teacher suggested we form a 
mime troupe. All my friends were doing it, so 
I started too,” she says.

Soon the troupe was conducting workshops 
and participating in drama competitions.

Since Samford does not offer courses in 
mime, and since Tammy has been unable to 
find a mime teacher in the Birmingham area, 
she had to perfect her art on her own as well 
as keep abreast of new trends.

According to Tammy, true mime is per
formed in either total silence or with 
background music.

However, at Ridgecrest, Tammy perform
ed to pre-recorded scripts written by Mrs. 
Audrey Cowley, treasurer of the Southern 
Baptist Woman’s Missionary Union. Mrs. 
Cowley’s husband, Bill, professor of speech at 
Samford, is responsible for recruiting Tam
my for the Ridgecrest interpretations.

Tammy believes that in this instance a 
script added to the interpretation of the 
mime. “It said more than the actions could 
say by themselves,” she says.

Tammy is also quick to point out that mime 
is physically taxing.

“I started getting in shape (for these per
formances) in June. First, I jogged to build up 
my endurance. Then, after I had worked up to 
a mile, I slacked off the jogging and began ex
ercises to limber up,” she says.

Tammy strives for nothing short of perfec
tion in her art.

“I don’t want to do a shoddy job,” she in
sists. “I’ve been in situations where I wasn’t 
prepared and those were my worst ex
periences. You know you’ve cheated people.”

But the energetic Tammy sees drama only 
as a hobby. “At one time, I thought I wanted 
to perform professionally, but I don’t feel that 
way anymore. I would like to someday be palt 
of a community theater group,” she says.

Her plans for the future include graduate 
school, and hopefully, a career in political 
reporting.

Marriage conference 
slated at Ridgecrest

NASHVILLE—The second annual 
Ridgecrest Fall Festival of Marriage is 
scheduled for Nov. 7-9 at Ridgecrest (N.C.) 
Baptist Conference Center.

Speakers for the couples conference will in
clude William L. Self, pastor of Wieuca Road 
Baptist Church, Atlanta, Ga., and Myron 
Madden, director of the school of pastoral 
care at Southern Baptist Hospital, New 
Orleans, La.

Sponsored by the Southern Baptist Sunday 
School Board’s family ministry department, 
the weekend conference will include sessions 
on money management, conflict resolution, 
sexuality in marriage, worship, coping with 
stress, and Biblical foundations for marriage.
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♦ Citizen’s Corner *
4 4-J By Jerry M. Self J
£ Public affairs and Christian life

consultant
A number of Southern Baptist organizations 

have their central offices in Nashville. For 
that reasbn, it is sometimes difficult to 
distinguish between Tennessee Baptist 
organizations and Southern Baptist units. 
Sometimes those of us who work for the Ten
nessee Baptist Convention receive questions 
that should be directed to an office in 
Nashville rather than here in Brentwood.

It might help clarify things some to say that 
the Public Affairs and Christian Life consul
tant works for the Tennessee Baptist Conven
tion and not the Christian Life Commission or 
the Baptist Joint Committee on Public Af
fairs.

This office has six areas of responsibility, 
including citizenship 
and separation of 
church and state.
Those two matters of 
moral concern reflect 
the public affairs part 
of the title.

Charged with the 
responsibility of in
forming Tennessee 
Baptists and prodding 
them to action as 
Christian citizens, the 
consultant communi
cates with the churches by various means.

: Literature available through this office can 
help orient the individual to a number of 
ethical issues. This includes the tract The Bi
ble Speaks on Citizenship.

As the job title suggests, consulting with 
churches and individuals is a major part of 
the responsibility of this office. Whenever 
moral issues in the area of citizenship arise, 
your interest or questions are welcome.

Information goes to Tennessee Baptists on 
citizenship matters through legislative con
tacts in each association. The newsletter 
Therefore occasionally serves as a conduit for 
legislative updating.

Obviously, it is a function of this column to 
describe citizenship concerns and call people 
to action whenever our Christian commit
ment has something to say about legislative 
or public policy concerns.

WOLFE BROS. & CO.
1 PINEY FLATS, TENN.

- CHURCH FURNITURE

costly— its effects.

Jubilations planned for youth musicians
NASHVILLE—Two youth music Jubila- clinician will be Ray Babelay of Mars Hill

tions, planned for the summer of 1981, are the 
first Southern Baptist-sponsored events for 
participation by choral and instrumental 
musicians.

Jubilation East will be June 15-19, 1981, at 
Mars Hill (N.C.) College and Jubilation West 
will be at Oklahoma Baptist University, 
Shawnee, July 13-17. Participants in the 
Jubilations may attend by invitation only 
after qualifying through an audition tape pro
cess. The church music department of the 
Southern Baptist Sunday School Board is 
sponsoring and will select participants based 
on the audition tapes.

Choral and instrumental sections will be 
held at both Jubilation locations, sharing 
several activities including talent shows, wor
ship services, and recreation periods.

The guest choral clinician at Mars Hill Col
lege will be Milburn Price of Furman Univer
sity, Greeneville, S.C., and the instrumental

The problem with stress is not how to get rid of it. It’s a part of 
life. And it's not even all bad. The real problem with stress is how to 
recognize it and control it. So it doesn't control you.

Your body reacts to stressful situations with its nerves, glands and 
hormones. And because these systems function throughout the body, 
what affects them can affect other parts of your body that may be 
vulnerable at the time.

That's why stress is a factor in many people's heart attacks, 
hypertension, ulcers, asthma, possibly even cancers, and probably 
many other ailments. That's also why, in these times of many stresses, 
it's a major factor in increasingly costly health care.

You can recognize stress by heeding the warnings of your body 
and emotions. Frustration. Anger. Hostilities that build up. Heavy 
pressures of responsibility time demands and conflict. Headaches, 
insomnia, muscle tension.

The key to handling stress is learning. Learning to air your 
feelings in constructive ways, to train your body to relax, to repair a 
lifestyle before you're faced with expensive medical repairs. You have 
to learn what your stresses are and the best ways for.you to deal 
with them. u

College.
Hugh Sanders of West Texas State Univer

sity, Canyon, will be the choral clinician at 
Oklahoma Baptist University and Doug 
Smith, Southern Baptist Theological 
Seminary, Louisville, Ky., will be the in
strumental clinician.

Worship leaders at both Jubilations will be 
Jerry Drace, youth evangelist from Jackson
ville, Fla., and Shirley Cothran Barret, Miss 
America in 1975.

Drexel '0
Church Furnishings

Pews, Pulpit and Chancel Furniture
Phone 704/322-8380

Dept. J. P.O. Drawer 2187 
Hickory, North Carolina 28601

But they must be dealt with. A
Because the longer you remain in the LIBERTY! NATIONAL 
grip of stress, the more crushing —and

For a free booklet about stress and preventive health care, write ■
Liberty National, Communication Department PO Box 2612, Birmingham, Alabama 35202
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(615) 292-7777 after 5 p.m.
$850 each unit.
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-------------------------------BIBLE BOOK SERIES --------------------------------  
Lesson for Sept. 7

Freedom from law to faith
By C. Stephen Byrum, assistant professor 

Chattanooga State Community College 
Pastor, Lookout Mountain Baptist Church 

Basic Passage: Galatians 4:1-31 
Focal Passages: Galatians 4:1-11, 21-26, 30-31
Paul used several types of persuasion to 

present to the Galatians his argument for his 
own apostolic freedom and the freedom of the 
Christian in general from the law. He has 
relied on historical precedent, the Galatians’ 
own experiences, and Biblical theology.

Now, like the skilled teacher that he is, Paul 
turns to the medium of illustration. Perhaps, 
as in contemporary 
preaching, all that will 
be remembered will 
be the illustrations or 
anecdotes. However, 
these may become the 
keys to recollection of 
the main ideas which 
the speaker was at
tempting to convey.

In chapter four, 
Paul uses two basic il
lustrations : the com
parison of the Roman 
child to the time when God’s people were 
under the law and the free and bond children 
of Abraham, Isaac, and Ishmael. Between 
these illustrations, there is an interlude (w 
8-20) which re-emphasizes Paul’s chagrin and 
total inability to understand how the Gala
tians could return to legalism. Paul relies 
heavily in this interlude on the personal rela
tionship that he had had with the Galatians.

Paul’s first illustration (w 1-7) is one of the 
most profound in the entire law/faith discus
sion. He describes the life of a Roman child 
who is heir to great status and wealth. While 
the child is young and under the care of 
tutors, he is in a kind of bondage—his 
age—which makes him of little more 
significance than the slave who is charged 
with keeping him.

However, at a time determined by the 
father (v 2), the child is elevated to manhood 
with the full acknowledgement of all to which 
the child is heir. It is a movement from par
tial knowledge, from constraint to 
freedom—a movement from incompleteness 
to fulfillment.

The life of one under the law is like that of 
the child. There is a lacking of completeness. 
The phrase “elements of the world” (v 3) 
under which there is bondage means that a 
person has only been exposed to the elemen
tary level of something. There may be a 
whole world out there with many paths to be 
trod, but persons with only an elementary 
education are not sufficiently equipped to go 
into that world with confidence and maturity.

Then in the “fullness of time” (v 4), which 
is an important prophetic designation for a 
critical moment in the plan of God, Jesus 
comes. Jesus is God’s way of saying that the 
bondage of elementary approaches to life is 
over, the bondage to the “tutoring” of the law 
is over, and now a person is ready to live with 
the freedom of sonship like that exemplified 
in the life of Jesus.

NEEDING PEWS?
Factory Representatives 

Located Nationwide
OVERHOLTZER 
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The “Abba! Father!” idea (v 6) is signifi
cant also. No longer is the law a mediator bet
ween God and man. Now, in the glory of full 
sonship, having become an “heir with 
Christ,” there is a new intimacy and 
closeness with God in the highest of personal 
relationship. It is almost as if one could call 
God “Daddy.”

Such an approach to God for the Jewish law 
would be close to blasphemy, and it does not 
always fit too comfortably with many modern 
Christians. Intimacy may have too many 
demands contingent with it. People may 
sometimes like the “distance” of relating to 
God through laws. In the end, this may be the 
best explanation for the Galatians return to 
legalism.

It is clear with this illustration, however, 
that the law’s purpose was significant. It had 
been a good interim method of bringing peo
ple to the place where they were ready for the 
message of Jesus. “Tutors” and “governors” 
serve the same purpose as “schoolmasters” 
in chapter three, but the best they can do is 
provide something that is elementary. When 
Jesus comes, all that has preceded Him 
becomes secondary. Just as Jesus Himself 
said, the law is not destroyed but is fulfilled; 
it is not discarded but raised to a new plateau. 
However, unless one moves to a level of Chris
tian maturity beyond legalism, the law 
becomes just another form of bondage, and 
the Jewish Christians in particular would not 
take any bondage idea lightly because of the 
role bondage had played in their history.

Regarding the second illustration, I am not 
sure that it advances the overall discussion 
all that much. Isaac is seen as a child of pro
mise through which all the world ultimately 
comes to be blessed through Jesus. Ishmael is 
seen as a son of bondage. The Galatians thus 
have portrayed for themselves an alter
native—be “sons of Abraham and Isaac” 
through the freedom of Jesus, or be bond 
“sons of Hagar.” Again, for the Jewish Chris
tians of Galatia, any actions that would allow 
them to be associated with Hagar and their 
despised Arab “cousins” would be avoided at 
all costs. Paul may simply be saying: follow 
legalism and you will be no better than the 
“sons of Hagar.” The implicit insult here 
would make his argument be heard very 
closely.

The key point to the lesson, as Paul will say 
later in 1 Corinthians, is that there is a time to 
be children and a time to put away childish 
things. Under the law, Israel is in its im
mature infancy. In Jesus they are called to a 
new freedom and maturity. As little Linus of 
“Peanuts” fame has taught us, it is very dif
ficult to give up old security blankets with 
which we have become comfortable and 
which have formed a good deal of our identi
ty. But in true Christianity, “old things have 
passed away and all things have become 
new.”

Givers,Takers, 
and Other 
Kinds of Lovers
This book by
Josh McDowell and 
Paul Lewis focuses on 
God’s plan for marriage 
and sex and presents 
clear reasons why 
God’s plan works best.
Cloth, $4.95
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UNIFORM SERIES
Lesson for Sept. 7

God: the covenant maker
By James C. Jones, assistant professor of religion 

Union University, Jackson
Basic Passage: Genesis 9:1-17
Focal Passage: Genesis 9:8-17

During the next 13 weeks, we shall be con
sidering the meaning of the covenant God 
makes with His people, tracing different 
manifestations of the covenant concept. Its 
culmination will be examined in the ultimate 
expression of God’s gift to us in Jesus Christ.

The background of our first passage is the 
story of God’s judgment upon the evil of 
mankind by means of 
the flood. In His deter
mination to preserve a 
remnant, Noah and his 
family are spared1 
death through the 
safety afforded them 
by the ark. In response 
to this act of mercy, a 
sacrifice of thanksgiv
ing is offered to God. 
God then reveals His 
gracious stance 
toward mankind by 
promising to maintain the regularities of 
nature regardless of the evil “imagination of 
man’s heart.”
I. The new age (Gen. 9:1-7)

Verse 1 echoes the story of creation.
As God began with mankind, He begins 

anew with Noah and his family as the only 
survivors of mankind.

1. A new directive (vs. 1,7). Man had fallen 
from the fulfillment of God’s original inten
tion for him and had received the conse
quence of judgment. After the flood, the ques
tion would naturally be raised of whether God 
still desired the continued propagation of 
mankind on the earth. In the new age of Noah, 
a new directive is set forth by God. The 
reproduction of man does not follow then 
simply upon the basis of human initiative but 
as the consequence of God’s renewal of the 
original command to Adam and Eve. We are 
reminded that God instituted this privilege 
and responsibility, and it should be an occa
sion of our celebration.

2. A new order (vs. 2-3). Sin has 
disintegrated the harmonious relationship of 
man and the orders of nature. Man’s kinship 
to other creatures no longer prevails as in the 
beginning. Violence has produced warfare 
between man and the animals. In the confu
sion that follows, God renews the right of man 
to have dominion over the animals.

However, a new feature arises in the rela
tionship. Man is now granted permission to 
eat the flesh of the animal. The beasts of the 
earth who had provoked fear in man were 
now to stand in fear and dread of him. In 
order to survive without a harvest, possibily, 
the necessity arose for Noah to eat the flesh of 
the animals.

Whatever the explanation for God’s 
removal of the restriction on eating meat, this 
concession indicates the spoiling of God’s 
ideal design. Man’s broken fellowship with 
God has affected the whole creation and has

El Bethel 
Baptist Church

Shelbyville, TN 
HOAAECOAAING 
125th Anniversary 

September 14, 1980 
All former members Invited.

necessitated the redemption of relationships 
between all the creatures of God’s world. This 
harmonious restoration is pictured in the 
messianic hope of Isaiah 11:6-9 when flesh 
will no longer be eaten by animal or man.

3. A new restriction (vs. 4-6). This eating of 
the flesh of animals is permitted only on the 
basis that the sacredness of the blood is not 
violated. The consumption of the blood, which 
was considered to be representative of life, 
was absolutely prohibited. Respect for the 
sanctity of the blood is based upon God’s 
prerogative to rule over all of life as His crea
tion and His property.

Man may have been tempted to believe that 
because of the massive destruction of human 
life in the flood, the taking of another person’s 
life was to be considered insignificant. God 
counters this position with a forceful prohibi
tion. Murder is rejected not only because of
respect for life but because every man is 
made in the image of God.
II. The new promise (Gen. 9:8-11)

Although they were grateful recipients of 
God’s mercy, Noah and his family reach out 
for assurance that God would not judge the 
world again by a universal flood. The cove- 

| nant of grace is God’s answer to man’s need 
for a sense of security.

1. A universal pledge. The covenant with 
Noah is similar but distinctive from the cove
nant made with Abraham or with Moses. The 
covenant with them involved the establish
ment of personal relationship between God 
and the individual or the nation, and the 
mutual obligation of keeping the covenant. In 
the case of Noah, the pledge is made uncondi
tionally by God. He has assumed the full 
responsibility to provide the basis of security 
upon which the life of man can be 
reconstructed.

2. A dependable universe. The dependabili
ty of the universe in which man lives is a 
prime need of human nature. Noah and his 
family needed to know that the investment of 
their lives would yield dividends. They could 
orient their lives and face the future if they 
knew God was in control of the forces of 
nature in His universe.

3. A perpetual judge. God has not forfeited 
His sovereign right as judge over His world. 
He has promised that He would not respond to 
the sin of man by bringing judgment by 
means of a universal flood. The rains would
be used to preserve the seasons and to bring 
forth the harvest. In His resourcefulness, God 
would use alternative means to judge the 
violations of His will and purpose.
III. The new sign (Gen. 9:12-17)

The sign which God sets forth as the 
guarantee to keep the covenant He has made 
with Noah is the rainbow. The sign of the rain
bow has been connected with the idea that 
God has set aside His war bow as an4nstru- 
ment of destruction and placed it in the cloud 
as a sign of mercy. The rainbow appears only 
at the time of the rainstorm. In this way God 
meets man’s need for reassurance when he is 
most threatened by the prospect of the reoc- 
curence of the flood. Further security is pro
vided by the verbal pledge that mankind will 
never again be destroyed by a flood.

This sign of unconditional covenant extends 
to all of us who make up the subsequent 
generations. We are the receivers of the 
benefits of God’s love and faithfulness 
through His ordering of nature. In future 
lessons we shall see how the Lord of nature 
produces the acts of history which disclose 
His gracious nature and effect His redemp
tive purpose for us.

Organ For Sale
B-3 Hammond Organ and Leslie 
900 Tone Cabinet. Mint Condition. 
Includes Cables and Bench, Pedals 
and Covers. $3500. Larry Perkins, 
901/632-0196 or 632-1267.
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The 1980 Mother's Day Offering ex
ceeded the goal. We received $510,600. 
It is impossible for us to express our 
gratitude for the marvelous response 
from across Tennessee. This is the 
largest offering we have ever received. 
All of the money is 
used for budgetary 
needs.

About 60% of the 
money used for 
budget and capital 
needs comes from 
the Mother's Day 
Offering, personal 

and estates.
We are grateful to Evans B. Bowen 
receive the remainder of our budget 
from the Cooperative Program. We 
believe that the Child Care Ministry is 
truly missions.

Most of our children are back in 
school. Just like most children, they 
complain, fuss and loudly proclaim their 
dislike. However, we observe that they 
settle down to the routine very quickly. 
It isn't easy for youngsters to understand 
the value of education. Our staff does a 
good job in helping them develop a 
positive attitude.

Let me share with you some of the 
changes we are experiencing in Child 
Care:
1) Children who come to us for help are 

more disturbed. They demand more 
help. Therefore, we are not able to 
accept as many children into care as 
in previous years. The number of 
children we have in group care at an 
given time does not necessarily 
reflect the rise and fall of the number 
of dependent and neglected children 
in our state.

2) The program that we offer to the 
children is more thorough. We 
endeavor to help every child develop 
to the maximum of his ability. We are 
concerned about his spiritual, 
physical, emotional and educational 
needs.

3) We are working more closely with 
families. Often we are successful in 
helping families become re
established. It is always a joy to see a 
child return to live with his mother or 
father.

I) Houseparents are most vital to child 
care. Many of them leave in frustra
tion if they are asked to work with 
ten children. We are seeking to 
discover if eight children is more 
nearly the ideal number for each cot
tage. We haven't discovered the 
answer but we are searching for it. 
We are looking forward to the time 
when people will ask, "How many 
children have returned home this

T.B.C.H. Memphis Is...
Learning to use putty in

stead of play dough. Tim 
and Scott are learning 
while houseparent Henry 
Knotts does a little work 
and a lot of supervising.

The Work Program at 
the Memphis Home pro
vides both learning ex
periences and money for 
the children.

TBCH Memphis Is...
Enjoying watermelon and being enter

tained by a Puppet Program presented 
by a group from First Baptist Church, 
Salem, Illinois.

TBCH Memphis Is...
Learning to distinguish between see

ing double or seeing twins.
Katrina and Priscilla are identical 

twins and are in our Foster Program. No, 
sorry they are not available for adop
tion.

Priscilla

Katrina

month?'' It is our goal to get the 
largest possible number of our 
children back into a stable, Christian 
home environment. We need your 
prayers that we may accomplish the 
greatest good.

TBCH Memphis Is...
Learning to catch a seven pound fish 

and provide the proof rather than "a fish
story."

Keith caught the fish in a small lake 
behind the Gregg Cottage.

Do You Qualify?
We have same openings for 

Houseparents. Are you interested? Do 
you meet the qualifications?

If you and your spouse feel a desire to 
become more involved in real mission 
work, we invite you to contact the Cen
tral Office, P.O. Box 347, Brentwood, 
TN.. 37027 or call (615) 373-5707. We will 
supply you with applications and pro
ceed from there.

Is it interesting work? Yes.
Is it hard work? Yes.
Is it sometimes frustrating? Yes.
Is it rewarding? Yes.

R.C. Buckner, who founded Buckner's 
Orphans Home in Texas more than 100 
years ago, once said, "I don't ask to 
stand among the strong or great: I only 
ask to stand with a child at heaven's 
gate."

Don't respond to this appeal unless 
you know that the Holy Spirit is leading 
you into this mission service.

Laugh It Off...
Have you ever considered the 

similarities between sending a kid to 
college and sending a candidate to the 
White House? You know that each will 
be there four years. ..sometimes 
eight...and when they finally leave, 
everyone is happy.

A little boy who went to the ballet for 
the first time with his father was amazed 
watching all the girls dancing on their 
toes. He turned to his father and asked, 
"Why don't they just get taller girls, 
dad?"

New Superintendent 
at Franklin

We are very happy to announce to you 
that J.B. (Bill) Morris has been elected to 
serve as superintendent at the Franklin 
Campus. Bill comes to us from the First 
Baptist Church, Dayton, Tennessee. He 
is completing his tenth year as pastor 
(this is his second tenure of service with 
First Baptist Church, Dayton).

Superintendent Morris is a graduate 
of Samford University, and Southern 
Baptist Theological Seminary. He has 
had special training in counseling. His 
training in a business college will pro
vide needed ability for the ad
ministrative work that will be required.

Bill and Dot are parents of five 
children - three boys and two girls. Paul, 
the youngest is still at home.

Bill will officially begin his work with 
TBCH September 15. We recognize that 
many adjustments will need to be made. 
Please pray for the Morris family and the 
Franklin Campus as we move forward.

Bill Morris

A Loved One 
Remembered

While it is true that bouquets are best given to 
the living, there is an appropriate way to honor the 
memory of a loved one.

The Christ who will ultimately conquer death is 
the same Christ who loved little children. And a 
memorial gift to Tennessee Baptist Children's 
Homes will allow the love of God to flow to 
children, in the name of your loved one.

Gifts will be acknowledged by a letter to the 
family, letting it know that the memory of the 
deceased is helping provide medical care and 
educational opportunities to children in need.

Enclose the form below with your gift or simply 
include the necessary information on a separate 
piece of paper.

MEMORIAL FORM—Please fill in and mail 
with your contribution

Date_______________________________

Name of Deceased______________________

City and State___________________________

Letter of Acknowledgement to go to: 

Full Name _____________________________

Street Address__________________________

Donor is—

Name _________________________________

Street Address___________________________

City and State___________________________
Mail to:

Tennessee Baptist Childrens Homes. Inc.
P.O. Box 347
Brentwood. Tennessee 37027
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Delivered by Herbert C. Gabhart, president of Belmont College, August 22, 1980, at a meeting of the 
Trustees, Department Chairpersons, their spouses and guests.

Christian Education: a Matrix for Moral and Ethical Valuing
Christian education is exploding with op- 

Krtunities. I see them more clearly than ever 
fore. The normal, traditional opportunities 

are not endangered or overshadowed by those 
bursting on the horizon but only become more 
valid and visible when meshed into them.

The Christian college is not an obsolete in
stitution with a “has been” record. It is the 
avant-garde institution of higher education. 
There is no way that an alive-eyed ad
ministration and a visionary faculty of a 
Christian college can sit down and weep 
because there are no more worlds to conquer.

Christian educators know that education is 
more than acquired knowledge and a training 
of the mind. They know they must deal with 
the individual’s mind, body, and soul, not 
abstractly but as participants in the realities 
of the modern world. This is a never-ending 
process in an ever-changing world.

Here at Belmont College we have been quite 
innovative by starting new programs while at 
the same time driving down the stakes of the 
traditional ones, but we are far from ex
hausting the opportunities. There is an 
undeveloped area that I feel holds unparallel
ed opportunity for our college. I have thought 
about this, prayed about it, read extensively, 
and investigated through conversations with 
some of the finest minds in the educational 
world and still find my convictions and spirit 
not dimmed, but stimulated and challenged 
by a sense of urgency. I think Belmont is a 
good Christian college. It is strong, but grow
ing stronger, academically. We require all of 
our students to take Bible courses. We have 
compulsory chapel twice weekly where 
students, faculty, and staff are presented with 
the higher things of life. We have an endowed 
Religious Emphasis Week and an endowed 
Mission Emphasis Week. We have an annual 
Preachers’ School. We have a Missionary-In- 
Residence Home sponsored jointly with Bel
mont Heights Baptist Church. We have Facul
ty Christian Fellowship, Baptist Student 
work, dormitory prayer meetings, youth 
teams, and a host of other events and ac
tivities for students and faculty.

But as president of the College for 21 years, 
I am saying to myself, “one thing thou lackest 
yet.” Christian education is the matrix of 
moral and ethical valuing. Belmont College 
needs to step forth with a stronger, more com
prehensive program in moral and ethical 
valuing. We nave done a little, but far too lit
tle. This is not to criticize what we are doing, 
nor to infer a weakness or deficiency in our ef
forts, but to state simply that our efforts need 
to be broadened and made more intense. 
Theory needs application, proclamation 
needs to be put into practice, and judgment 
should precede action.

A comprehensive moral/ethical program is 
needed as an adjunct, an ally, and as an addi
tion to all we are now doing. Such a program 
will serve as a blender, a mixer, an 
homogenizer. It will provide relevant ap
proach to Biblical truth, a conscience for 
knowledge, and a mortar to hold together the 
building blocks of our society.

I. Let us look at the moral and ethical 
climate in our world. James H. Billington, 
professor of history at Princeton University 
wrote several years ago, “The modern 
American university seems to have lost its 
soul amidst unprecedented material growth.” 
There is a sickness unto death in humanistic, 
materialistic education. And our culture 
reflects this.

The many crimes and moral degeneration 
of society takes many forms. Bid-rigging and 
payola have become a way of life. Expense 
account cheating is common. Lying is 
prevalent. Stealing adds 15 percent to the 
total cost of items. The rate of suicide among 
children ages 10 to 14 is twice as high as it was 
10 years ago. For youth ages 15 to 19, the rate 
has tripled. The rate of armed robbery, rape, 
and murder by juveniles has doubled in e 
decade. Drug and alcohol offenses on school 
property were up 37 percent, burglaries of 
school buildings up 11 percent, and assaults 
on teachers were up 77 percent. Dr. 
Bistowish our local health director, said 
recently that 15 percent of all births in David
son County were illegitimate and that 50 per
cent of those were of teenage mothers. These 
are recent statistics.

The cinema, obscene magazines, and 
television programs have created what we 

call “sexploitation.” It is time that we re
examine our sinful, sensual culture and take a 
hard look at the debilitating philosophy of af
fluence and permissiveness.

Two decades ago, and it hasn’t gotten bet
ter-only worse, John Steinbeck wrote to 
Adlai Stevenson depicting the corruption in
fecting our national life. “Americans, having 
too many things, spend their hours and money 
on the couch searching for a soul. A strange 
species we are. We can stand anything God 
and nature can throw at us save plenty. If I 
wanted to destroy a nation, I would give it too 
much and I would have it on its knees, 
miserable, greedy, and sick. Mainly, Adlai, I 
am troubled by the cynical immorality of my 
country. I do not think it can survive on this 
basis and unless some kind of catastrophe 
strikes us, we are lost. But by our very at
titudes we are drawing catastrophe to 
ourselves. What we have beaten in nature, we 
cannot conquer in ourselves. Someone has to 
reinspect our system and that very soon. On 
all levels it is rigged, Adlai.”

It is not a trite remark to say: “Let a pig 
and a boy have everything they want, and you 
will get a good pig and a bad boy.”

Morris Mandel in the Jewish Press wrote, 
“After several thousand years we have ad
vanced to the point where we bolt our doors 
and windows and turn on our buglar alarms 
while the jungle natives sleep in open-doored 
huts.”

Parenthetically, let me add that we save 
and scrounge to buy silver for our homes yet 
we are afraid to use it. I heard the other day of 
one person who wrapped her valuable silver 
in towels and placed them in her washing and 
drying machines hoping to outwit the buglar.

But Belmont students are more than likely 
not active participants in the crimes and 
moral weaknesses I have just enumerated, 
even though the students are aware and con
cerned.

As college students they face a plethora of 
personal, interpersonal, social, and religious 
situations where moral and ethical valuing is 
essential. On the personal level the student 
must examine his sense of integrity and truth. 
He is tempted to falsify records for personal 
gain, accept bribes, cheat on exams, and 
curry favors. The dormitories and gym
nasium lockers offer the student oppor
tunities to steal and be disrespectful of pro
perty. As Sydney J. Harris wrote in his July 21 
column: “our unquestioned acceptance of 
Durocher’s famous dictum, ‘nice guys finish 
last,’ is a symbol of moral decay of all profes
sional and much college sports.” Drugs and 
alcohol used by peer groups are enticing. 
Magazines, books, movies, television pro
grams, low-grade music, and general por
nography and profanity provide daily tempta
tions. And the list could go on and on.

There are interpersonal relationships in 
matters of sexual behavior in words and 
deeds, all eventually including the questions 
of premarital and extra-marital sex and the 
sanctity and sacredness of marriage and the 
family. Fairness and justice in campus ac
tivities are frequently of major significance 
especially relating to ethnic groups and 
economic levels.

Social and corporate valuing must deal with 
the value of human life in the areas of abor
tion, mercy killing, self-defense, and war. 
Ecology and the health destroying effects of 
poverty, hunger, inadequate housing along 
with noxious pollutants need to be faced. 
Science and technology create as well as 
alleviate problems.

The student is also confronted with 
religious valuing. Personal religious faith, 
commitment, and involvement must confront 
and challenge the student. The value of the 
church as to participation and support de
mand more than a passive glance.

All in all, college students, both peripheral
ly and centrifugally, are surrounded and 
obsessed with the problems of moral ethical 
valuing. They must also carve out for 
themselves a sound and valid posture dealing 
with such intangibles as peace, love, freedom, 
goodness, truth, justice, and conscience.

Now there are four major contributing fac
tors, both in society at large and on the cam
pus in particular, which add to the causes of 
the problems described, and which will affect 
also any attempted resolution of the pro
blems.

First, affluence is hurting us. I have 
already referred to this in the quotation from 
John Steinbeck.

Second, there is a paucity of constructive 
ideas. We are working not at the source of the 
stream but at the contaminated pool. We have 
government subsidies, welfare, and 
rehabilitation programs, and they are good 
but not sufficient. There are constructive 
ideas dealing with the source, the cause. An 
ounce of prevention is still worth a pound of 
cure. The great ideas expressed in the Ser
mon on the Mount and the Decalogue are no 
longer given their proper place, yet nothing 
half as good has been brought forth. There is a 
sort of helplessness prevading our society, 
like, “Well, what can be done? One man can’t 
do anything.”

Third, there is an air of indifference. It is 
something like a “so-what” attitude. Dr. Be- 
jamin Spock, writing in Redbook magazine in 
March 1970, under the caption of “Should 
Morality be Taught in School,” said, “Many 
parents, though they have a personal code of 
ethics, are quite uncertain these days about 
whether there is any general validity in the 
teachings of religion, morals, and ethics. 
Some clerics admit doubt about God. Many 
youths are left in a vacuum. They are offered 
no set of values either to subscribe to or to 
argue about. This situation amounts to a 
serious deficiency disease for a species 
designed, I think, to live by the spirit. But 
surely the search for a morality that accords 
with man’s nature and man’s predicament is 
as much a search for truth as the search, for 
example, for the essential nutriments in his 
diet.”

Fourth, there is what some call the peril of 
the plausible. Statements such as these seem 
to dominate current actions and thoughts: 
“Anything the majority of the people want is 
good enough for me.” Jesus asserted that in 
this case it is quite likely that the majority is 
wrong. Another, “Live it up; it is later than 
you think.” This is a fallacious argument. 
Right and wrong are not contingent upon the 
fleeting moment. Another, “In most cases we 
wouldn’t do it, but circumstances being what 
they are, we did.” This is no way to curcum- 
vent a questionable choice.

II. What then does this low moral climate 
filled with multiple problems say about the 
present day college student? What does it say 
to the college where the students will attend 
and more especially what does it say to Bel
mont College? It says that the student today is 
coming from a world characterized by moral 
confusion where there is cultural and 
spiritual crisis in values. It says that the stu
dent comes to college no longer equipped to 
confront this moral crisis. He does not have, 
from family, church or school, personal or col
lective resources to cope with this moral 
decay. Due to the pervasive secularization of 
American society there seems to be no obliga
tion at any point or place to transmit ethical 
or moral values. The student, therefore, is in 
a world of confusion without assistance, 
direction, or concern.

Modern education must halt its move 
toward the brink of value-free education. 
While public education tries to move to value- 
free education it is, in fact, creating a new 
value. As a result, traditional moral values no 
longer matter.

The last 50 years have seen three new 
philosophies affect the colleges’ effort to in
fluence moral and ethical valuing of students.

First, the logical positivists proclaim that 
nothing can be accepted that cannot be 
verified empirically. In their view, moral and 
ethical values are unverifiable and of little 
value.

Second, the existentialists emphasize 
freedom and personal choice to the extent 
that externally imposed values are untenable.

Third, cognitive rationality keeps a stance 
of value neutrality.

Education in general, and Christian educa
tional institutions in particular, cannot give 
way to these pseudo philosophies, but must 
assume the role of the catalytic agent in value 
judgment. Colleges cannot escape respon
sibility because they are constantly immers
ing their students in value-laden experiences 
and teaching.

Herbert Spencer was right when he said, 
“Education has for its object the formation of 
character.” The Northwest Ordinance of 1787

Herbert C. Gabhart
said that education should be comprised of 
“religion, morality, and knowledge.” 
Political scientists George Benson and 
Thomas J. Engeman proposed in 1976 that in
struction in ethics should be given from 
kindergarten through college. Dr. Lawrence 
Kohlberg of Harvard and his associates found 
that when a class was put through discussions 
of moral dilemmas for at least a semester, 
anywhere from 20 to 50 percent of the students 
moved to a higher level of reasoning.

Colleges should not ignore the importance 
of assuming some responsibilty in moral and 
ethical valuing. Ignoring values assumes 
that man is fundamentally a non-valuing, 
non-ethical being. Man, however, has always 
functioned as an evaluating creature and has 
judged the world around him in good-bad 
categories. Ignoring values actually turns out 
to be teaching of unexamined values in an 
unexamined way. This route is hazardous and 
destructive.

Since college students come to the campus 
without adequate equipment to confront the 
modern moral crisis ; since values are greatly 
affected during college days; and, since the 
college should act as a catalyst to speed up 
changes in a student’s attitude and values, 
what does this say to those of us who are en
trusted with shaping the qualitative destiny 
of Belmont College?

It says to Belmont College’s administration 
and faculty that education is not complete 
without this dimension. It says that maybe as 
a college “it has come into the Kingdom for 
such a time as this.” It says that to fail to 
seize such a viable opportunity is to fail 
seriously when needed most urgently. It says 
that it is time that the knowledge, facilities, 
expertise, faculties, and resources of the col
lege be marshalled immediately in order to 
come forth with a workable, relevant; and 
comprehensive plan whereby all students, 
whether two-year, four-year, or graduate 
students, would be involved significantly in 
such a program. In this way it would carve a 
deeper, distinctive niche for an already 
strong Christian college and would provide 
for other institutions ideas and programs wor
thy of duplication. It could become a model 
for our private colleges.

Two illustrations point up the current and 
eternal relevancy of the problem and the op
portunity.

First, several years ago the first edition of 
the student newspaper that came out after the 
Christmas holidays carried an interview with 
a student about what he did during the holiday 
season. The student reported that he had gone 
in North Front Hall, an unoccupied dor
mitory, and had taken a bentwood rocker and 
refinished it and gave it to his minister of 
music. I called the student to my office and 
asked him, “Who owned the rocker that was 
in North Front Hall?” The question, simply 
placed, brought the whole situation into focus. 
On the surface a rather innocent-appearing

(Continued on next page)
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act, but deeply involved morally.
Second, in a recent survey done by the 

Ethics Resources Center, only 21 out of 134 
graduate schools of business in existence of
fer courses in ethics. In most of the 21 cases 
the ethics courses are elective rather than re
quired. In the anticipated program at Bel
mont the course wouuld be required.

A Christian college, such as Belmont, is a 
viable place for a formative process of valu
ing to occur. Moral and ethical values are a 
vital part of our Judeao-Christian faith. The 
Christian college can help provide the pro
gram whereby all approaches to moral valu
ing are available. It can add a “faith orienta
tion” that would help integrate all approaches 
to moral valuing. The end perspective would 
be on life’s ultimate meaning for ultimate 
moral maturity requires an answer to the 
question of the meaning of life.

I am aware that there has been some talk in 
academic circles about the need of providing 
some type of moral and ethical valuing on the 
campuses. However, little has been done. The 
talk has been long, the action short.

Value-judgments cannot be created by in
jection, immunization, encapsulation, or in
formation, but the college can provide the 
forum, the direction, the knowledge through 
interaction, impartation, implementation, 
and indoctrination.

The fabric of Christian education and the 
fabric of a program in moral and ethical valu
ing are not of one cord or one color. Just as 
there are three primary colors—red, yellow, 
and blue—there must be in all fully developed 
educational programs these primary colors, 
the blue of morality, the yellow of knowledge, 
and the red of religion.

Before offering minimal suggestions for 
consideration, I should seek to allay two 
negatives which could arise.

First, students might react by saying, “Are 
you trying to do my thinking for me? Are you 
trying to regiment my thoughts and restrict 
my actions? Why can’t I do as I please?” The 
answer to these statements is obvious. Educa
tional programs and curricula, as well as the 
development of strong character traits, are 
not fashioned in such a laissez faire, lax man
ner.

Second, there is a tendency for some 
educators to give such an opportunity an in
itial reaction of indifference because of the 
awesomeness of the task and the untried 
arena in which the struggle will take place. 
But lest there be some of a faint heart let me 
remind us, one and all, that a pebble dropped 
into the ocean creates a never-dying wave, a 
seed dropped into a crack in a rock will ger
minate and someday crack the rock, that we 
are to lighten the corner where we are and 
that it is far better to light one small candle 
than to curse the darkness. “Stand tall. The 
difference between towering and cowering is 
totally a matter of inner posture.” (Malcolm 
Forbes)

I visited Dr. Earl McGrath, in Tucson, 
Ariz., several years ago to discuss the poten
tial of a moral and ethical valuing program. 
He, at that time, had done probably more in 
this field than any other. He encouraged me 
greatly, expressed his enthusiasm, and 
shared some of his thoughts.

In essence he stated that if such a program 
on the college level is to enable people to do 
more than become sophisticated in talking 
about values, the participation of those whose 
values are rooted in the Christian faith is 
essential. He further inferred that the college 
does not have a choice of whether or not to 
espouse values, but only one of which values.

Dr. McGrath has suggested three ap
proaches educators may use in trying to in
fuse values into education.

First, through values courses in the cur
riculum, discussing in part the philosophy, 
essential character, practical effect of 
various value systems. These are frequently 
interdisciplinary courses.

Second, is an approach through offering a 
major which focues on value issues especially 
in public policy such as energy, hunger, 
ecology, etc. But this approach limits itself to 
such a small number who would choose such a 
major.

Third, values consideration should be a part 
of every course and subject. Out-of-class op
portunities should be provided students so 
that they might test and affirm values.

And of course, there is a fourth way, in the 
nature of forums, seminars, and workshops at 
stated intervals.

I have come to a conclusion which I want to 
share with you trustees, faculty, and ad
ministrative leaders. I have not come to this 
lightly, suddenly, or gingerly, but out of an in
ner conviction of long standing, wrought out
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on the anvil of prayer, reflection, and 
dialogue with educators, business leaders, 
and religious pace-makers. The press of 
building buildings has taken much of my time 
in the past, but now I come to this hour 
without excuse or reservation. The hour has 
struck.

We cannot be floundering sons of founding 
fathers nor resolutionary sons of revolu
tionary fathers. We must have the courage 
and faith of the pioneer, the energy and skill 
of the moon rovers and the tenacity and in
dustry of the discoverers.

When William James, the great American 
philosopher, wrote at the turn of the century 
his great essay on The Moral Equivalent of 
War, he seemed to have written just for our 
times. Let me quote from that essay:

“Militarism is the great preserver of our 
ideals of hardihood, and human life with no 
use for hardihood would be contemptible. 
Without risks or prizes for the dearer, history 
would be insipid. . .but so long as the anti
militarists propose no substitute for war’s 
disciplinary function, no moral equivalent of 
war, analogous, as one might say, to the 
mechanical equivalent of heat, so long as they 
fail to realize the full inwardness of the situa
tion. And as a rule they do fail. . . A perma
nent successful peace-economy cannot be a 
simple pleasure economy. . . We must make 
new energies and hardihoods continue the 
manliness to which the military mind so 
faithfully clings. Martial virtues must be the 
enduring cement; intrepidity, contempt of 
softness, surrender or private interest, obe
dience to command, must still remain the 
rock upon which the states are built. . . It is 
only a question of blowing on the spark till the 
whole population gets incandescent, and on 
the ruins of the old morals of military honor, a 
stable system of morals of civic honors builds 
itself up.”

I agree with that 300 percent. I remember 
what Dante wrote, “The hottest places in hell 
are reserved for those who, in a period of 
moral crises, maintain their neutrality.” And 
add to that the words of Horace Bushnell, 
“Morality, taken apart from religion, is but 
another name for decency in sin.”

So there can be no morality without religion 
for that would be like a tree without roots, a 
stream without any spring to feed it, or a 
house built on sand.

I am asking right now that we see our 
educational opportunities at Belmont as more 
than accumulating data, more than accepting 
pat answers, more than thinking in 
regimented grooves, more than memorizing 
stock platitudes, or more than the reproduc
tion of professors’ notes. Education is the 
seeking of truth, the struggling with 
unanswered questions, the embarking upon 
an uncharted journey with many Scylla and 
Charybdis passageways which can only be 
navigated by listening to the sweeter music of 
the divine Spirit which calls out to the 
voyagers, “Whatsoever things are true, what
soever things are honest, whatsoever things 
are just, whatsoever things are pure, what
soever things are lovely, whatsoever things 
are of good report, if there be any virtue, and 
if there be any praise, think on these things.”

And so, my friends, I want to ask you this 
night to approve the following recommenda
tion:

It is recommended that the trustees, 
department chairpersons, and administrative 
leaders look with favor upon the establish
ment of a values program at Belmont College 
and that the president, chairman of the 
trustees, and academic dean appoint a com
mittee to study all possibilities for in
augurating such a program, hopefully by the 
fall of 1981, and that such recommendations 
be brought back to the Board of Trustees as 
soon as possible and that a reasonable 
amount of funds be made available for 
minimal consultation with leaders in the field.

I see this as a fertile field, uncultivated, 
awaiting a tiller of the soil. I see this as an 
open door to further advancement of our 
Christian objectives. I see this as an ex
ploding opportunity of unparalleled dimen
sions crying for succor and support. Let us 
respond with care and concern.

And may I say furthermore, that it is my 
fervent hope and prayer to someday secure 
funds for an endowed chair of moral and 
ethical valuing at Belmont College.

(The recommendation was unanimously 
and enthusiastically approved. It was further 
recommended that space be purchased in the 
Baptist and Reflector in order to share the ad
dress with Tennessee Baptists, and that it 
also be printed in brochure form and shared 
with friends and supporters of the College.)

LIFE AND WORK SERIES
Lesson for Sept. 7

Called to humble service
By James M. Porch Jr., pastor 

First Baptist Church, Tullahoma 
Basic Passage: 1 Peter 5:1-14 
Focal Passage: 1 Peter 5:1-11

Simon Peter’s message on humble service 
is a testimony. The commentary is the pro
duct of impressions Jesus made upon the 
novice disciple during several significant 
events in his life. These incidents were some 
of Jesus’ teaching times to assist His 
obstinate and impulsive pupil to learn humili
ty in a most empirical manner. The content of 
the passage presents four qualities of effec
tive pastoral leadership, all component parts 
of humble service.
I. Be responsible (verses 1-4)

Because he was going to speak out of his ex
perience, Peter first presented his creden
tials. As a fellow elder, he claimed no 
superiority over the 
Asian Christians. Yet 
he expected their 
respect because he 
had been an 
eyewitness to Jesus’ 
life and shared in the 
glory of the 
transfiguration. Hav
ing validated his right 
to speak, Peter in
structed the pastors to 
be responsible as 
shepherds. Assuredly,
Simon was reflecting on Jesus’ discourse on 
the Good Shepherd (John 10). Jesus defined 
His task as a shepherd. A shepherd’s care for 
sheep required constant and total respon
sibility. Sheep are not capable of being 
responsible for themselves. They need peren
nial care. Shepherds of God’s people, though, 
must freely without coercion choose such a 
ministry. Spontaneity, readiness, and en
thusiasm must influence their actions for they 
lead an exemplary life. They must never be 
motivated by the anticipation of financial 
gain. Such faithful service for Christ will be 
rewarded with an unfading and unwilting 
crown.
II. Be yourself (verses 5-7)

While Peter cautioned the less mature to 
respect their elders, he urged the entire 
church body to be humble. Literally, a hum
ble individual is one who does not rise far 
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from the ground. In more personal terms, the 
word describes someone who intentionally 
and willfully has a modest and realistic opi
nion of himself. The Scriptural direction is to 
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be clothed with humility. Thus, one is to wear 
himself just as he really is—no more or no 
less. Peter drew a text from Proverbs to 
define the error of attempting to be more than 
one really was—God opposes such behavior. 
Certainly the apostle was recalling vividly 
Jesus’ act of humble service in girding 
Himself with a towel and washing His 
disciples’ feet.

The person who is comfortable with himself 
in true humility welcomes the mighty hand of 
God. Scriptural testimony overwhelmingly 
teaches that God’s hand acts to guide or 
direct rather than oppress. Additional securi
ty is known by the humble in spirit for they 
can deposit with God a wide range of 
harassments and distractions because of 
God’s all embracing care.
III. Be vigilant (verses 8 & 9)

The lifestyle of humble service requires 
vigilance. Believers live under the charge of 
maintaining self-control and being mentally 
alert. They must post perennial and personal 
guards, for the diabolical slanderer is always 
on the prowl. This Satanic opponent is fierce 
and strong as a lion. His tactic is the 
malicious misuse of the truth and his obses
sion is to destroy the good. Simon had learned 
this fact so well in the courtyard in Jerusalem 
when he was called to question concerning his 
loyalty to Jesus.

But the humble servant must stand firm 
against Satan. By a virtuous life of faith, he 
resists like heavily-armed and stalwart infan
trymen. While offering such strong defense, 
he could take courage in knowing others also' 
were suffering just as he suffered.
IV. Be patient (verses 10 & 11)

Peter closed his message on humble service 
with an appeal for patience amidst present af- 
fliction. His initial audience was believers 
threatened with suffering because of their 
faith. He wanted them to focus their attention 
away from lengthy suffering and toward the 
future result of their patient endurance. Their 
God desired to be active in their lives concur
rent to their suffering. God would be making 
repairs in their wounded lives to enable them 
to continue their ministries. Increased en
durance would result through God’s gift of 
steadfastness. Strength for service would in
crease and a firm foundation would grow in 
stability.
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LOW COST DENTAL CARE—Southern Baptist Missionary 
Charles Deevers (center) set up an uncomplicated dental 
clinic in Bouake, Ivory Coast, trained African assistants, 
and manufactured his own dental chairs, giving him the

capability of seeing 60 or 70 patients daily. Dental chairs in
the United States usually cost over $3,000, Deevers says. 
His cost $20 and are very comfortable for the dentist and

One dentist makes big
By Jim Newton 

BOUAKE, Ivory Coast (BP)—Charles
Deevers used to make more money in one day 
as a dentist in Jackson, Miss., than he makes 
now in an entire month as a missionary den
tist in Africa. But he and his wife Dianne feel 
strongly they’ve never been as happy.

“You talk about money, we used to really 
have it,” exclaimed Dianne Deevers in her 
deep-South accent as she drove down the dus
ty roads of Bouake, a city of 365,000 in the 
heart of Ivory Coast, west Africa. “But we 
weren’t nearly as happy then as we are now, 
because now we’re right in the center of God’s 
will.”

Mrs. Deevers had felt God was calling her 
to missions when she was only nine years old, 
but her husband had never felt that sense of 
calling. About eight years ago, she prayed 
that if God still wanted her to be a missionary 
that Charles would also experience a call to 
missions.

A few days later, he came in from his dental 
practice and said he had called the Southern 
Baptist Foreign Mission Board to ask if they 
needed dentists on the mission field. “I hadn’t 
shared it with you yet, but I feel that the Lord 
is calling me into missions,” he told Dianne.

Baptists, Methodists join forces 
to help purchase Christian church

SULPHUR, La. (BP)—A Sulphur, La., Bap
tist church and an Akron, Ohio, Methodist 
church have joined hands to help Sherwood 
Park Baptist Church in Akron buy the proper
ty of a disbanded Christian church there.

The unique coalition involves a layman, Bill 
Hanchey, who has been a member of both the 
Baptist churches. He joined the Sherwood 
Park church when he was transferred to 
Akron in 1970. In 1976 when he returned to 
Louisiana, he joined the First Baptist Church 
of Maplewood in Sulphur.

This January, when the Christian church in 
Akron disbanded and offered its property for 
sale for $100,000, the Sherwood Park pastor 
wrote Hanchey to ask if his Louisiana church 
could help purchase the five acres and the 
3,700 sq. ft. building.

The Maplewood church pledged $10,000 to 
the effort, but managed to raise $13,000.

The Akron Methodist Church, which got in
volved “because we have so much confidence 
in the Baptists,” paid $100 a month to rent the 
Christian church facilities for a year for the 
Sherwood Park congregation while it was try
ing to gather the purchase money.

The Methodist church is a century old and 
one of the fastest growing in southeast Akron. 
The Sherwood Park Baptist Church, which 
was growing out of its 3,000 sq. ft. building on 
three acres, has led its association in bap
tisms for five straight years; helped organize 
A Romanian Baptist church, and hopes to 
begin an Indian Baptist church soon.

David Young, pastor of the Maplewood 
church, said, “Baptists respond when there is

the patient, he adds.

“The question that arose in my mind,” 
recalled Deevers, “was, ‘What difference 
would one less dentist make in Jackson, 
Miss.?’ versus the second part of the question, 
‘What difference could one more dentist make 
in the Ivory Coast, a country with more than 
seven-million people and only seven or eight 
dentists all the time?”’

In Bouake, the Deevers seem to be making 
a lot of difference, not only in the physical 
treatment of dental patients, but in their- 
spiritual care as well.

Although he is reluctant to claim credit for 
it, Deevers estimates that at least half of 60 to 
80 Africans who attend worship services at 
the mission church in Bouake have come as a 
direct result of the ministry of the dental 
clinic he directs.

On a typical day, the dental clinic will pro
vide treatment for at least 60 patients. By 
comparison, one dentist in the United States 
with a staff of several dental assistants and 
one hygienist would probably consider 20 pa
tients in one day a heavy case load, Deevers 
says.

The key to his ability to treat large patient 
loads is the special design of the clinic he built 
in 1978, and the work of seven African dental 

a real challenge and need. In spite of the 
recession and the $13,000 we sent to Ohio, our 
congregation is $6,000 ahead of the budget, 
and we will give an additional $75,000 to mis
sions, including more than $50,000 through the 
Cooperative Program.”

Baptists outline mission to Arabs
PEDHOULAS, Cyprus (BP)—Arabs and missionaries achieved a new level of 

cooperation at an historic international planning meeting in Cyprus involving 88 persons 
from seven countries.

For the first time, Arabs and missionaries met together to plan mission work for the 
middle East and north Africa, according to J.D. Hughey, area director for Southern Bap
tist mis’sion work in Europe and the Middle East. In previous international meetings, he 
said, only missionaries participated.

The meeting, which involved both men and women, laymen and pastors, “will play a 
major role in setting the agenda for objectives, goals and actions in the 1980s in this 
crucial area of the world,” said Hughey. “It’s a prime example of the goal of making 
missions indigenous and creating an environment in which missionaries and national 
Baptist leaders work as equals.”

Hughey said the gathering created “a real environment for understanding and ac
ceptance on both sides and a willingness to listen as well as talk.”

The conferees unanimously approved a statement which declared: “The purpose of 
Baptist ministry in the Middle East and north Africa is to win as many people as possible 
from all backgrounds to faith and life in Christ and to integrate them into strong, growing 
churches for continuing evangelistic outreach.”

Primary concerns included ministerial and church leadership training, expanded 
use of radio and publications ministries, establishing and improving conference centers, 
intensifying witness and discipleship programs of the local churches, and expanding 
evangelistic outreach.

Ways to implement programs will be coordinated by a committee and submitted to 
area groups, Hughey said, adding that another outgrowth will involve special training in 
the states for about a dozen missionaries in planning methods.

difference
assistants he has trained.

The dental assistants, all of them Chris
tians, are trained to give injections, take 
X-rays, do extractions, make simple 
diagnoses, and make impressions for partial 
dentures. Deevers does the more advanced 
dental work, such as root canals, dental 
surgery, and fillings.

To qualify for the position, each of the den
tal assistants must be an evangelical Chris
tian who knows how to share his faith.

Deevers feels strongly that the Lord has 
sent each one of the dental assistants to him, 
pointing out that the seven assistants can 
speak most of the major tribal languages of 
the area.

The dental treatment, Deevers stressed, is 
not an end in itself, but a means to proclaim 
the gospel. “Our first goal is to reach people 
for Christ, to witness to people, and then to 
use dentistry as a means of communicating 
with the people,” he said.

When the patients arrive at the clinic, they 
hear a message by missionary Dan 
Routledge, the field evangelist who lives in 
Bouake. Routledge preaches in French, ex
plaining who Jesus is and why the Baptist 
mission is providing dental care for the peo
ple.

The dental staff begins seeing patients only 
after they have had their own private devo
tion period, sometimes coupled with a dental 
training session taught by Deevers.

Mrs. Deevers is involved in a hospital 
ministry where she offers Bible, tracts, 
books, and cassette tapes to those who res
pond in the wards. Numerous patients have 
become Christians as a result.

One woman told her, “Before you came in 
here, I didn’t know who God was, and my 
heart was dark and black inside; but now that

Charles Deevers 
spiritual and dental care

I have prayed to receive Jesus, it feels like a 
light has been turned on inside me.”

The experiences they have had have 
brought so much joy and happiness that the 
Deevers hope and pray that more Christian 
dentists will give up their practice in the 
United States and volunteer for missionary 
service.

“There is a tremendous need,” said 
Deevers. “In the Ivory Coast alone, we could 
easily use 50 more dentists. Every country in 
west Africa needs more dentists.”

Deevers is convinced that dentists can real
ly make a difference. And his unique dental 
ministry proves that point.
Adapted from the September issue of World 
Mission Journal.

Jerry Privette joins 
Southwestern faculty

FORT WORTH, Tex.-Jerry A. Privette of 
Nashville has joined the faculty of 
Southwestern Baptist Theological Seminary 
here as associate professor of education ad
ministration.

Privette was formerly building program 
and resource consultant in the church ar
chitecture department of the Baptist Sunday 
School Board in Nashville.

Privette is a graduate of Furman Universi
ty, Greenville, S.C., and Southern Baptist 
Theological Seminary, Louisville, Ky.
Foundation

Immortal king?
By Jonas L. Stewart

The most fabulous hoard of gold ever seen 
was accumulated by King Tut of Egypt about 
5,000 years ago. He left instructions (his will) 
that all of his wealth be buried with him 
because, he stated, “I will come back. I am 
immortal and I want my wealth available 
when I come.” Will he come back? If he does, 
one thing is certain — his wealth will not be 
available.

We will come back. Our souls are immortal. 
Where will your wealth be when you come 
back? In Matt. 25:19, Jesus indicated He will 
reckon with us at that time as to what we did 
with what He gave us.

The Tennessee Baptist Foundation makes it 
possible for you to put it to work for the Lord 
such that when he comes back and asks, 
“What did you do with what I gave you while 
you lived on the earth?” You can answer, 
“There it is, Lord, I put it to work for you 
through the Tennessee Baptist Foundation 
and it has been serving you ever since.”

The Bible says: “Where a man’s treasure is 
there will his heart be.” A Christian will is the 
final testimony of where your heart is.

For information on preparing a Christian 
will, write the Tennessee Baptist Foundation, 
P.O. Box 347, Brentwood, Tenn., 37027.


