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Churches to observe state missions week
1980 offering seeks $460,000 
for Tennessee mission needs

Baptist churches throughout Tennessee will 
observe the annual Week of Prayer for State 
Missions Sept. 14-21.

The theme for this year’s observance is 
“Lead Me, Lord,” following up on last year’s 
theme of “Stir Me, Lord.” Special program 
materials have been mailed to each church to 
be used in promoting the annual event.

Six programs have been prepared for 
specific age groups and included in the packet 
of materials sent to Tennessee Baptist 
churches.

The guides were written by the following 
authors:

—General church program materials by 
Glenn A. Toomey, director of missions for 
Nolachucky Baptist Association;

—Baptist Women materials by Mrs. Mar
jorie McCullough of Memphis, widow of the 
late Glendon McCullough, executive director 
of the Southern Baptist Brotherhood Commis
sion;

—Baptist Young Women material by Mrs. 
Sandy Bolton, associations! WMU director for 
Nashville Baptist Association;

—Acteen materials by Mrs. Peggy Hypes, 
associational Acteen director for Jefferson 
Baptist Association;

—Girls’ in Action materials by Mrs. Montez 
Hawkes, Dyersburg, former associational GA 
director,

—Mission Friends materials by Mrs. 
Maurita M. Fletcher, pre-school director at 
Two Rivers Baptist Church, Nashville.

In connection with the Week of Prayer for 
State Missions, the annual Golden State Mis
sions Offering will be taken in Tennessee 
churches. This year’s goal is $460,000 — a 15 
percent increase over the 1979 goal.

The allocations for this year’s offering will 
be used for these items:

— $9,000 for the Burney Love Gifts, aid to 
children of missionaries from Tennessee;

—$150,000 for Tennessee’s two camps, 
Camp Linden and Camp Carson, for capital 
needs, such as new buildings and permanent 
improvements of existing buildings;

— $4,000 for church-related vocations stu
dent scholarship fund;

— $10,000 for disaster relief;
—$5,250 for Christmas gifts to missionaries 

from Tennessee ($25 for each Tennessee 
native);

Kentucky pastor takes 
congregation at Leoma

Leoma Baptist Church in Lawrence County 
recently called Kentucky Pastor Lamar 
Moore to lead the Tennessee church. His first 
Sunday on the field was Aug. 31.

A native of Chattanooga, the Leoma church 
will be Moore’s first Tennessee pastorate. He 
had led two churches in Kentucky: Salem 
Baptist Church in Brandenburg and First 
Rockhaven Baptist Church in Rockhaven.

He is a graduate of Chattanooga State Com
munity College and Southern Bapitst 
Theological Seminary, Louisville, Ky. He has 
been active in associational work, serving as 
church training director and as a member of 
various boards. In 1977, he was a nominee for 
the Clyde T. Francisco Preaching Award 
from Southern seminary.

—$3,000 for graduate scholarship fund;
—$6,000 for international student 

ministries;
—$9,000 for language mission ministries;
—$9,000 for ministry to the handicapped;
—$60,000 for mission lot and building fund;
—$7,500 for BSU work among black 

students;
— $12,500 for promotion expenses of state 

missions week and offering;
—$5,000 for resort missions;
— $7,000 for site fund for proposed con

ference center (yearly payment);
— $17,000 for special rural and mountain 

missions;
—$18,500 for student scholarships, including 

$7,500 for Mary Northington Scholarship 
Fund, $3,500 for Harrison-Chilhowee Baptist 
Academy scholarships, $500 for medical 
scholarships, $5,000 for Acteen Studiact 
scholarships, and $2,000 for special scholar
ships.

—$9,000 for student summer missions;
—$12,000 for summer preachers' schools;
—$50,000 for United Tennessee League Inc.;
—$13,250 for WMU budget supplement for 

metropolitan WMU promotion;
— $5,000 for WMU budget supplement for 

rural WMU promotion;
— $5,000 for a witness at the 1982 World’s 

Fair in Knoxville;
— $1,000 for campus Baptist Young Women 

supplement;
—$5,000 for Bold Missions videotape 

ministry;
—$2,000 for a contingency fund.
—$25,000 for a new work loan fund
Any offering received above the $460,000 

goal will go to the two TBC camps.
These allocations for the 1970 Golden State 

Missions Offering were approved by the TBC 
Executive Board from a joint recommenda
tion made by the board’s state and the WMU’s 
Executive Board.

The Golden State Missions Offering began 
as a project of Tennessee Woman’s Mis
sionary Union in 1901. That year’s goal was 
$800. In 1943 the offering was named in honor 
of Mrs. W.C. Golden, former corresponding 
secretary of the Tennessee WMU.

SBC mission gifts gain in August
NASHVILLE (BP)—Southern Baptists gave over a million dollars more to their 

education and missions enterprises through the national Cooperative Program in August 
than they did in August 1979.

That 20 percent increase pushed August undesignated gifts to $6,356,628, raising the 
year to date total to $65,847,384. Undesignated gifts through the first 11 months of the 
fiscal year are $7,526,979, or 12.9 percent, ahead of the same period last year.

If the 12.9 percent increase holds for the final month, September’s undesignated of
ferings will be approximately $6.6-million. That would be enough to meet the 1980 
operating and capital needs budgets and edge into the $12-million challenge budget by 
$1.45-million.

Designated gifts for August were $1,177,897, a 46.5 percent increase over August 1979. 
Total designated gifts for the year are $62,108,689, up 15.2 percent over last year.

With one month remaining in the fiscal year, designated and undesignated receipts 
together total $127,956,072. That is an increase of $15,726,153, or 14 percent, over last year.

Undesignated gifts through the national Cooperative Program represent approx
imately one-third of the Cooperative Program gifts from 35,600 Southern Baptist 
churches to support their national and world missions ministries. The other two-thirds 
supports missions at the state convention level. State and national Cooperative Program 
gifts represent approximately 8.3 percent of the offerings received in Southern Baptist 
churches.

STORM DESTRUCTION — High winds, hail, and a possible tornado destroyed the 
gymnasium at West Main Baptist Church in Alexandria Aug. 29. Other parts of 
the church, including the sanctuary and fellowship hall, were also damaged in 
the storm. (See Baptist and Reflector, Sept. 3, page 1).

Baptist minister unseated 
as Moral Majority rallies

By Uarry Chesser 

WASHINGTON (BP)-Rep. John H.
Buchanan of Alabama, the only Southern 
Baptist minister in Congress and one of its 
most respected members, lost his bid for re
election, largely due to the efforts of Moral 
Majority, a fundamentalist political organiza
tion headed by Jerry Falwell.

Propelled by the active support of 2,500 
volunteers, Albert Lee Smith, also a Southern 
Baptist, captured more than 25,000 votes to 
Buchanan’s 20,691 in the Republican primary 
to earn the right to face Democrat Pete Clif
ford in the November general election.

Buchanan was one of numerous incumbents 
—primarily Democrats—targeted for defeat 
this year by Moral Majority on the basis of 
what they considered an unacceptable voting 
record in key moral issues.

He scored only a 29 percent morality rating 
on a system produced by Christian Voice, 
another right-leaning organization dedicated 
to the election of persons who support issues 
as represented in the Republican party plat
form.

Among the votes that cost Buchanan points 
in the Christian Voice Index were a “no” vote 
on an amendment to end economic sanctions 
against Zimbabwe-Rhodesia and a “yes” vote 
to establish the new Department of Educa
tion.

Buchanan said Moral Majority’s effort was 
the decisive element in the campaign. “Moral 
Majority had a rally in my district the Mon
day before election day. They were not endor
sing candidates, but Jerry Falwell’used the 
occasion to hold me up as a negative 
example.”

Moral Majority contends that it does not en
dorse specific candidates, a claim disputed by 
Buchanan. Falwell said on National Public 
Radio following the National Affairs Briefing 
in Dallas that “It would be extremely difficult 
to be a Bible-believing Christian and support 
the Democratic Platform.”

“It is a play on words,” Buchanan said. 
“They campaigned vigorously against me 
and my record while upholding my friend and 
challenger as an example of pure virtue. That 
may not be an endorsement, but I would say it 
has some elements of one in an election 
year.”

While acknowledging that there were ef
forts by his opponents to portray him as “im
moral” and “unChristian,” Buchanan in
sisted the primary factor in the election was 
Moral Majority’s ability to turn out a big vote

(Continued on Page 3)

$10,000 said 'missing' 
at Sunday School Board

NASHVILLE, (BP) Approximately $10,000 
was missing Aug. 28, when a safe was opened 
at the Southern Baptist Sunday School Board.

Cash on hand is used for day-to-day opera
tions of the board. Regular deliveries to and 
from Nashvile banks are handled by an in
dependent money carrier to assure that only 
necessary cash is on hand.

Nashville police are investigating to deter
mine how the money was taken.

A board spokesman said additional security 
measures are being studied.

r weatnenora, lex. UCI1V10U41 , a a w uiivv



Baptist and Reflector
Page 2

Attendance increases at summer
September 10, 1980

assembliesBy Linda Lawson
NASHVILLE (BP)—Summer attendance 

at Southern Baptists’ two national conference 
centers showed a slight increase over 1979, 
despite a nationwide slowdown in travel.

More than 58,000 persons participated in a 
variety of week-long training and inspira
tional sessions at Ridgecrest (N.C.) and 
Glorieta (N.M.) Baptist Conference Centers.

Summer conferences for church staff 
members and lay persons included Sunday 
School, church training, Woman’s Missionary 
Union, home and foreign missions, church 
music, Bible preaching, and recreation. A 
variety of conferences and camps for youth 
and college students also were held.

The summer total of 58,044 represents an in
crease of 1,552 over the 1979 total of 56,492.

An all-time high attendance for one week at 
Glorieta was set in August when 3,410 college 
students participated in the annual student 
conference.

Six Sunday School leadership conferences, 
three at each center, registered an 11.2 per
cent gain over 1979 with a total of 15,236 per
sons participating, compared to 13,489 last 
year.

“With the energy crisis and the inflationary

Baptist agency challenges 
IRS action on Scientology

WASHINGTON (BP) — Charging that the 
head of the Internal Revenue Service violated 
the First Amendment’s religion guarantees, 
the Baptist Joint Committee on Public Affairs 
has joined a legal brief challenging the denial 
of tax exempt status to the controversial 
Church of Scientology.

The Joint Committee filed a brief jointly 
with the National Council of Churches to pro
test the removal of tax exemption for the sect 
during tax years 1970-72, a removal based on 
an “unprecedented assertion” that a religious 
organization’s tax exempt status depends on 
following what IRS Commissioner Jerome 
Kurtz called “accepted public policy.”

Nevertheless, the brief also emphasized 
that the Baptist Joint Committee and the Na
tional Council of Churches are unwilling to 
concede that “in a theological sense” the 
Church of Scientology is actually a “church” 
or “religion.” They entered the case, the brief 
explained, because IRS had stipulated 
throughout the case’s history that Scientology 
is a church in the legal sense.

The brief also pointed out that while the Na
tional Council and Baptist Joint Committee 
“wish to make clear that they do not condone 
the alleged illegal acts which are among the 
issues,” they are also convinced “that there is 
no connection between such acts and the tax 
exemption.”

Constitutional issues in the case of 
“supreme importance” to churches and 
religious organizations in the U.S., the brief 
continued. “If the commissioner is allowed to 
inject into tax exemption proceedings a re
quirement so vague and ungovernable as one 
that an applicant must demonstrate com
pliance with ‘public policy,’ all religious ap
plicants will be at the mercy of the service’s 
unfettered discretion in obtaining tax exempt 
status.”

The two mainline groups filed the brief, 
they explained, “lest they be at some future 
date confronted with similar disclosure 
demands as the result of the government’s ap
plication of the undefined and anomalous 
‘public policy’ test to them in some way now 
unforeseen and unforeseeable.”

The unusual effort in the brief to put 
distance between their interests and those of 
the Church of Scientology resulted not only 
from an unwillingness to grant the sect’s 
claim to be a church but because of the highly 
publicized trials and convictions earlier this 
year of criminal offenses of nine of the 
church’s top officials.

The “public policy” standard excessively 
entangles government in religious affairs, the 

economy, we had a lot of fears last January 
about what the summer might bring,” said 
Bill Cox, supervisor of the conference center 
program and promotion section at the Sunday 
School Board, which owns and operates 
Glorieta and Ridgecrest.

“Our fears were largely put to rest when 
reservations opened Feb. 1 and several weeks 
were filled on that day. It’s evident that 
Southern Baptists have placed a high priority 
on training and spiritual experiences in con
nection with their summer plans,” Cox said.

Cox’s opinion is confirmed by two church 
staff members who took groups to the con
ference centers this summer.

Bob Edd Shotwell, minister of education at 
Hyde Park Baptist Church in Austin, Tex., 
took 140 persons on three chartered buses to 
Glorieta for a Sunday School week.

The church paid the transportation costs for 
the 750-mile trip out of budgeted funds, but 
each participant paid his own conference, 
housing, and food expenses. A church- 
sponsored trip to Glorieta is conducted every 
other summer.

“Those who attend gain training and gain 
from being associated with people from other 
churches,” Shotwell said. “The fellowship of 
the trip also is valuable.” 

argument continued, in that “the state claims 
the right to intrude into matters of private 
religious conscience and to pass upon their 
overall compliance with some vague notion of 
public morality.

“The fact that this case involves a con
troversial and unorthodox religious group,” 
the brief went on, “only adds to the suspicion 
that the power claimed is not and will not be 
asserted against mainline religious bodies but 
against the unpopular minority who lack the 
imprimatur of conventional religious respect- 
ability.

“Freedom of religion cannot be conditioned 
upon government appraisal and approval of a 
church’s activities,” the argument conclud
ed. “If it were, it would cease to be freedom at 
all, and we would be left only with those chur
ches of which the government approves.”

Jimmy Carter remains 'consistent' 
in opposing state-mandated prayer

WASHINGTON (BP)—Judging from his 
response to a question at a town meeting in In
dependence, Mo., Sept. 3, President Carter 
remains opposed to state-written and state- 
mandated prayers in public schools.

That view was confirmed by Presidential 
Assistant Bob Maddox, who said that while 
the president affirms the right of every stu
dent to pray voluntarily and goes so far as to 
endorse a moment of silence and meditation 
at the beginning of the school day, he remains 
“absolutely consistent” in his opposition to 
“any kind of state-mandated prayer.”

Responding to a request from an American 
Muslim at Truman High School in In
dependence that he re-examine his position on 
school prayer ^Carter said that while “there is 
a place for prayer in the home, in the Oval Of
fice, and in school,” government has no place 
“telling people they have to worship at a cer
tain time and in a certain way.”

The president told his questioner, Abdul 
Muamin Khalifah, “I would not want the 
government to tell my children that they 
would have to worship in a Muslim way and 
you would not want the government to tell 
your children that they would have to worship 
just like a Southern Baptist.”

Maddox told Baptist Press that Carter’s In
dependence statement was “absolutely con
sistent with what he has always said” on the 
volatile subject. The Baptist minister, who 
serves as a presidential liaison with the 
religious community, said Carter expressed

Bob Moulton, minister of music at First 
Baptist Church, Columbia, Tenn., took four 
volunteer leaders of children’s and youth 
choirs to the church music leadership con
ference.

The church paid about 75 percent of the 
total cost from funds budgeted for leadership 
training.

“We see this as an investment in our leader
ship,” Moulton said. “The leaders of our

FMB, Dub Jackson discuss 
world evangelism methods

RICHMOND, Va. (BP) - Southern Baptist 
Foreign Mission Board staff and the president 
of World Evangelism Foundation met in Rich
mond to explore ways the board can involve a 
wider cross section of Southern Baptists in 
worldwide evangelism.

“The impression strongest in my mind 
after that eight-hour meeting is that the 
Foreign Mission Board is going to carry out 
the task of partnership missions around the 
world,” said W.H. (Dub) Jackson Jr., presi
dent of the Dallas-based World Evangelism 
Foundation.

Jackson, who resigned as a Southern Bap
tist missionary to Japan in 1968 after 17 years’ 
service to set up WEF, came to Richmond at 
the invitation of Charles Bryan, vice- 
president of the board’s overseas operations.

“We realize that we can’t reach the world 
for Christ by ourselves,” Bryan said. “We 
must seek input from many different groups 
to gain the broad-based contacts and exper
tise we need to get the job done.”

World Evangelism Foundation specializes 
in “partnership missions,” an approach 
which has placed teams of Southern Baptist 
pastors and their laymen in evangelistic 
crusades in churches in 30 foreign countries 
over the past 12 years, according to Jackson.

Teams from those countries, in turn, have 
conducted reciprocal evangelistic efforts in 
Southern Baptist churches in the United 
States.

Observers of the world evangelism scene, 
while noting that the Foreign Mission Board 
and World Evangelism Foundation have had 
some philosophical differences about 
methods, point out that the partnership teams 

the same view to a group of evangelical 
leaders in a recent White House meeting. The 
group had sought the president’s endorse
ment of a proposal by U.S. Senator Jesse 
Helms, designed to reverse the effect of the 
Supreme Court’s 1962 and 1963 decisions ban
ning state-mandated prayers.

According to Maddox, Carter “thinks the 
Supreme Court spoke adequately” in those 
decisions. Asked if the president would veto 
the Helms proposal should it reach his desk, 
Maddox replied that Carter “has indicated 
that he would not look with favor” on the 
measure.

Carter is “terribly uncomfortable” with 
teacher-led oral prayer, Maddox said. The 
silence and meditation approach he favors 
has been approved by some state legislatures 
and upheld by a federal district court in 
Massachusetts. It has yet to be tested in the 
Supreme Court.

The Helms language, which would strip 
federal courts of jurisdiction over state laws 
or local policies on prayer in schools, remains 
stymied in a House subcommittee. Although 
the panel has held two rounds of hearings on 
the proposal, with another scheduled, the 
common assumption is that the bill will never 
emerge from committee for a House vote.

An effort by Congressman Philip Crane to 
bypass the committee and force the issue to a 
vote on the floor of the House, also appears 
dead. The Senate passed the Helms proposal 
in April 1979.

choirs can get their best training at a con
ference like this.”

Attendance prospects appear bright for the 
fall and winter seasons, which opened Labor 
Day weekend. More than 4,000 single adults 
attended simultaneous Labor Day weekend 
conferences at each conference center.

More than 7,000 senior adults are registered 
for eight weeks of chautauquas in October 
and November.

have contributed to spiritual revival.
Baptists of varying approaches, faced with 

the realities of the denomination’s Bold Mis
sion Thrust effort to reach the world for Jesus 
Christ by the year 2000, should seek to work 
together despite differences, according to R. 
Keith Parks, board president.

The Foreign Mission Board, he said, will 
re-emphasize efforts through many ap
proaches, such as the meeting with Jackson, 
to tap the expertise of Southern Baptists from 
the grassroots to denominational leadership 
posts.

The meeting with Jackson represents the 
first in a new round of meetings to accomplish 
that purpose. The next meeting will be in Irv
ing, Tex., Oct. 3-4. Southern Baptists invited 
to that session will discuss ways the Foreign 
Mission Board can “get a handle on the 
tremendous missions potential of Southern 
Baptists,” Bryan said.

“We don’t have all the know-how,” said A. 
Clark Scanlon, executive assistant to the 
board’s vice-president for overseas opera
tions. - - -

“We will have many such meetings with 
many different persons to see how we can 
generate bold involvement to reach the world 
for Christ through Bold Mission Thrust,” 
Scanlon declared. “We want to create an at
titude of openness and incorporate more 
grassroots Southern Baptists in overseas 
ministries.”

Over the years Jackson had felt the board 
should use more rank-and-file volunteers in 
overseas evangelism instead of emphasizing 
use of more highly-trained persons. So he has 
worked directly with Southern Baptist 
pastors and laymen through WEF.

Board staffers, besides listening to 
Jackson’s suggestions, briefed him on the 
board’s increasing and far-flung use of 
volunteers. Over 3,800 volunteers served 
overseas last year. Conservative projections 
indicate more than 4,000 will go overseas this 
year and that the annual total will exceed 
5,000 by 1983. Jackson said he believes the 
board has greater resources to accomplish 
the task overseas than any other organiza
tion.

Jackson also learned about the board’s new 
evangelism emphasis which will place 
regional evangelism and church growth con
sultants at four strategic points around the 
world to equip missionaries and nationals. 
Ervin E. Hastey, the board’s evangelism and 
church growth consultant, will coordinate the 
effort.

The World Evangelism Foundation presi
dent said his organization will do everything 
possible to undergird Foreign Mission Board 
efforts and to avoid duplication. “We are go
ing to continue to support the Foreign Mission 
Board and cooperate with all its efforts,” said 
Jackson. “Who knows, I may even seek reap
pointment to Japan.” His son-in-law and 
daughter, Bill and Shirley Karr of Dallas, 
hope to be missionaries to Japan.

Jackson strongly endorsed a statement by 
Lewis I. Myers Jr., the board’s program 
development director, that proper 
evangelism is not sharing of information but 
communicating of personal relationships.

“Personal relationships is the heart of part
nership missions,” Jackson said. “You don’t 
have to be an expert to share what Christ has 
done for you. Churches overseas are much 
more interested in warm-hearted people, and 
they invite teams because of that quality.”
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AN INTERNATIONAL VBS — Boys and girls from 10 nationalities participated in a 
Vacation Bible School in Ruschlikon, Switzerland. Tennessean Mary Burnett 
Butler, a Southern Baptist missionary, directed the VBS for 39 children. Mrs. 
Butler's father, the late Sibley Burnett, spent 30 years with the Sunday School 
Board in VBS work.

Baptists in Liberia gather, 
choose interim president

Stassen urges Christian pressure 
for reduction of nuclear arms

LOUISVILLE, Ky. (BP)-A leading 
Southern Baptist expert on defense and 
nuclear arms says Christians need to 
pressure the U.S. government to begin im
mediate negotiations with the Soviet Union to 
avoid a potentially disastrous cruise missile 
race between the two superpowers.

Glen Stassen, professor of Christian ethics 
at Southern Baptist Theological Seminary, 
returned from a recent international 
peacemaking conference convinced that the 
“most crucial current arms control issue” is 
mutual agreement between the United States 
and the USSR to abandon plans to create a 
new breed of land and sea-based cruise 
missiles which are easily hidden because of 
their small size.

That kind of agreement is achievable, 
Stassen said, and could help the two nations 
“get away from confrontation and back to 
peacemaking.”

Stassen, trained as a nuclear physicist and 
a former fellow at Harvard University’s 
Center for International Affairs, was one of 
six U.S. representatives at the annual 
meeting of the Christian Council on Ap
proaches to Defense and Disarmament in 
Friedewald, West Germany. Government and 
private sectors from eight nations were 
represented by the 32 Christian participants. 
Stassen was the only Baptist invited.

Among government officials present were 
representatives from several of the nations’ 
defense and foreign ministries and some am
bassadors. According to Stassen, who par
ticipated in the event for the seond time, the 
group’s primary concern is “how to relate the 
Christian faith to issues of defense and disar
mament.”

The group has produced the International 
Institute for Strategic Studies, a London
based think tank described by Stassen as the 
“most authoritative source of information” 
on military hardware.

The Christian Council recently addressed 
the need for unity in the North Atlantic Treaty 
Organization (NATO), the crises in 
Afghanistan and Iran, and what Stassen call
ed a “very dangerous nuclear arms buildup” 
in Europe. Some European participants 
criticized the U.S. over what they saw as 
“overreaction” to the Soviet invasion of 
Afghanistan and the hostage situation in Iran. 
The group was also convinced that the U.S. is 
“dragging its feet” on arms limitation.

Noting that at present no arms control 
discussions between the U.S. and the Soviet 
Union are taking place, Stassen said the pro

blem is the “political and spiritual at
mosphere” in the United States. “Christians 
need to push our government to start negotia
tions right away,” he said, including pressur
ing all three major presidential cnadidates to 
discuss disarmament matters.

Explaining the crucial nature of the cruise 
missile, Stassen said that previous arms 
agreements between the U.S. and USSR were 
verifiable because all missiles built were visi
ble to spy planes or subject to discovery 
through other intelligence methods. Cruise 
missiles, he said, are much smaller, with 
some no longer than 20 feet, and can be easily 
concealed.

NATO nations agreed to begin research and 
development on the land and sea-launched 
cruise missile in December 1979 after the 
Russians began building a new missile of 
their own, the highly destructive SS20, with a 
range sufficient to reach the whole of western 
Europe. The alliance of western nations also 
agreed to have the U.S. build a new ballistic 
missile, the Pershing II, with a range from 
western Europe to the Soviet Union.

Stassen, who advocates mutual reductions 
of arms rather than unilateral disarmament, 
has repeatedly urged ratification of SALT II 
so that a new round of discussions might 
begin to seek actual reductions in nuclear 
arms. What most concerns him, he says, is a 
“stable balance to reduce the likelihood that 
either side would be tempted to start a 
nuclear war.”

Craig's mother dies
Mrs. Paralee Craig, of Mena, Ark., died 

early Sunday morning, Sept. 7, after a short 
illness. She was the mother of Robert Craig, 
president of Union University, Jackson.

Mrs. Craig was a member of First Baptist 
Church, Mena. She is survived by five 
children.

Funeral services were held Monday in 
Mena.

New messenger cards available
Official registration cards for messengers to the annual Tennessee Baptist Conven

tion are now available from associational offices or from the registration secretary, Mrs. 
Alice Byram, P.O. Box 347, Brentwood, 37027.

The Tennessee Baptist Convention will be held at Freedom Hall Civic Center in 
Johnson City, Nov. 11-13.

Registration for the sessions is scheduled to begin Monday, Nov. 10, at 2 p.m.
Messengers are urged to obtain the new messenger cards since last year’s cards will 

not be accepted at the registration desk. The new cards are blue with black printing. Last 
year’s cards were blue-gray with blue printing.

MONROVIA, Liberia (BP)-With govern
ment permission to hold their first public 
meeting in months, Liberian Baptists met 
Aug. 23 and elected a Baptist school principal 
as interim convention president.

Jeremiah Walker, principal of the Lott 
Carey Baptist Mission School in Brewerville, 
was elected to fill the vacancy left when 
William R. Tolbert Jr., former president of 
the convention and of the country, was 
assassinated in a political coup April 12.

The group also elected Samuel Hill, a 
deacon at Providence Baptist Church, 
Monrovia, where the meeting was held, as in
terim general secretary of the Liberia Baptist 
Missionary and Educational Convention, Inc.

John E. Mills, the Southern Baptist Foreign 
Mission Board’s director for west Africa, sees 
the government’s permission to hold the con
vention as a sign of openness which will give 
Baptists a “big opportunity” in the future if 
they stay out of politics. Because Baptist poli
ty requires that certain decisions be made by 
a representative body, Baptist leaders had

Lifeline Rallies 
set in east Tenn.

Next week east Tennessee Baptists will at
tend Lifeline Rallies in that part of the state 
which will highlight Bold Mission Thrust. The 
7:00 p.m. rallies will be Monday, Sept. 15 at 
University Parkway Baptist Church, Johnson 
City, and Tuesday, Sept. 16 at First Baptist 
Church, Athens.

Following a parade of flags, three mis
sionary speakers will tell of Southern Bap
tists’ involvement in areas of mission work. 
Associations! missions will be presented by 
Mike Prowse, director of missions for Stone 

Association; home missions by Forrest 
Watkins, director for missions for Hamilton 
County Association, who formerly was 
employed by the Home Mission Board; and 
foreign missions by Ernest Pippin, former 
missionary to Argentina, who is now 
associate secretary-treasurer for the Ten
nessee Baptist Foundation.

The rally will conclude with a message by 
Bob Norman, pastor of Northway Baptist 
Church, Dallas, Tex.

At each location a 3:00 p.m. conference will 
be held for pastors and other church leaders. 
James Powell of the Southern Baptist 
Stewardship Commission will speak on 
“Biblical Basis for World Missions” and 
“Biblical Basis for Cooperative Program.”

Huey Perry elected 
chaplains president

ATLANTA (BP)—Huey D. Perry, director 
of institutional chaplaincy for the Southern 
Baptist Home Mission Board, has been 
elected president of the American Protestant 
Correctional Chaplains Association.

The 400-member organization is the Protes
tant segment of the American Correctional 
Chaplains Association, which is affiliated 
with the American Correctional Association, 
which includes all disciplines in corrections in 
the United States and Canada, Perry said.

Perry is a graduate of Tennessee Temple 
College, Chattanooga; Southwestern Baptist 
Theological Seminary, Fort Worth, Tex.; and 
New Orleans (La.) Baptist Theological 
Seminary.

tried to call a convention in May and June, but 
failed to get permission until late July.

More than half of about 300 at the meeting 
were under age 35, said Pat Bellinger, 
Southern Baptist missionary press represen
tative for Liberia. Many were students at the 
Liberia Baptist Theological Seminary, 
Paynesward City. Walker has been chairman 
of the seminary trustees since it was founded 
in 1976.

Financial matters left hanging by cancella
tion of the regular convention the week after 
Tolbert’s death were a major consideration 
for the convention. Because most of the con
vention’s operating funds are received at the 
annual meeting, Baptist institutions such as 
Ricks Institute and Kwendin Vocational 
Training Institute were having problems 
securing funds for teachers’ salaries, utility 
bills, student food, and other expenses.

Besides hearing recommendations on the 
future directions of Baptist programs, Bap
tists were able to talk with members of other 
churches—in many cases for the first time 
since the coup left the convention with many 
leaders dead, imprisoned, or in another coun
try, Mrs. Bellinger reported.

There was a feeling of isolation and of 
uncertainty during the period when the con
vention was not allowed to meet, she said. But 
the result was “an increased emphasis on 
prayer and a renewed faith in the power of 
prayer.”

Moral Majority...
(Continued from Page 1) 

for Smith through a well-organized door-to- 
door campaign.

"It made the difference," agreed Terry Ap
ple, Buchanan’s top aide. “We got 50 percent 
more votes than we thought we needed to win 
and we still got beat. We thought the max
imum turnout would be about 25,000.”

“These people were highly motivated,” 
Buchanan said, “because they had been led to 
believe that this is a crusade for the Lord.”

Buchanan, who was formerly pastor of 
churches in Tennessee, Virginia, and 
Alabama, was seeking his ninth term as 
representative for alabama’s sixth district. 
He had survived previous tough primaries, in
cluding a challenge from Smith two years 
ago.

In his 16-year career, Buchanan developed 
a reputation in the House of Representatives 
as a proponent of civil rights, human rights, 
and efforts to solve world hunger. He does not 
like the Christian Voice approach to 
evaluating morality.

“When one wing of Christendom seems to 
impose its right wing views on everybody else 
and then twists those views into moral prin
ciples for judging everybody else’s Christiani
ty, those efforts are misguided and a heresy,” 
he said. “Christ makes Christians, political 
positions do not.”

Buchanan also warned that Baptists need to 
awaken to the danger in powerful, organized 
groups judging a person’s Christianity on the 
basis of how liberal or conservative he votes.

“If we Baptists believe in separation of 
church and state, if we believe in religious 
freedom, and if we believe in the priesthood of 
the believer, we had better stand up and be 
counted,” Buchanan said. “I’m not the only 
target or even the primary target this year.”

The veteran lawmaker said he didn’t think 
Moral Majority and similar groups can 
duplicate their success on a national basis, 
but warned, “They can duplicate it in enough 
places to have an impact on national elections 
and in some congressional races.”

Although he has not settled on plans for the 
future, Buchanan is not worried.

“I’m sure the Lord will provide an oppor
tunity,” he told Baptist Press. “My wife is the 
music director and I teach a Bible class at 
Riverside Baptist Church (in Washington). 
We are Baptist believers and know that the 
Lord can provide for our needs.”

weatnenoru, icx. UV11V10V11 A A I
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EDITORIAL

‘Lead Me, Lord’ in Tennessee missions
The theme for the 1980 Week of Prayer for State 

Missions is “Lead Me, Lord.” This is an appropriate 
theme, since Tennessee Baptists need God’s leader
ship in fulfilling the many mission opportunities that 
are around us in our state.

Too often we are inclined to think of missions as 
being in some far-away nation — or at least in some 
city in the northern part of our nation. However, mis
sions is all around us.

When Jesus told His disciples to look on the fields, 
He meant those ready for “harvest” in the disciples’ 
view. One might assume for our interest and response
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today, that Jesus’ modern disciples are “spiritually 
far-sighted.”

This is indicated in that Tennessee Baptists, as 
well as our sister state conventions, consistently give 
more money to the Foreign Mission Offerings and the 
Home Mission Offerings than to State Mission Offer
ings.

It is worthy to note that Baptists in our state are 
becoming more and more concerned about state mis
sions. This is reflected in the dramatic increase in 
giving through the Golden State Mission Offering.

Last year, the 1979 state offering experienced the 
highest percentage increase by far of the three mis
sion offerings.

Receipts to the 1979 Golden State Mission Offer
ing were $453,090.20. This is a fantastic 27.2 percent in
crease over the $356,207.11 given to the 1978 offering. 
During the same period (November 1978-October 
1979), the gains in the other two mission offerings 
were commendable, although not as dramatic — 13.3 
percent for the Lottie Moon Offering for Foreign Mis
sions and 16.1 percent for the Annie Armstrong Offer
ing for Home Missions.

Last year’s theme for the Golden State Mission 
Offering was “Stir Me, Lord.” The response of Ten
nessee Baptists certainly indicates that God has 
stirred the hearts — and pocketbooks — of our church 
members.

The current theme, “Lead Me, Lord,” is a logical 
prayer for us to pray, after God has stirred our 
hearts.

One of the areas into which God must lead us is in 
the establishing of new churches and mission chapels 
in the Volunteer State. When the annual church let
ters were compiled last fall, there were 2,760 
churches affiliated with the Tennessee Baptist Con
vention. This is the same number reported in the fall 
of 1977 — in spite of the obvious fact that the popula
tion of our state is growing.

The need for new churches and mission chapels is 
also seen in the shift of population which has resulted 
in teeming suburbs.

One of the allocations of the 1980 Golden State 
Missions Offering will add financial resources in the 
new work revolving loan funds. Loans will be made to 
purchase property and begin construction for new 
churches. The loans are interest-free for the first 
three years.

Another allocation will provide small scholar
ships to those enrolled in Tennessee Baptist colleges 
who are preparing for church-related vocations. Last 
year, 564 students received this aid.

Language missions will also receive a boost from 
the State Mission Offering. There are approximately 
100,000 citizens of Tennessee from different language 
and cultural backgrounds — Chinese, American In
dians, Koreans, Japanese, Vietnamese, Laotians, 
Hispanic Americans, and Arabians.

Related to this are ministries to international 
students, the deaf, and the handicapped.

Other funds will go to strengthen associational 
and church Woman’s Missionary Union organiza
tions, so that these can better fulfill their tasks of mis
sion education and mission support.

The largest allocation this year (as in previous 
years) will go for construction and renovation of 
buildings at our two Tennessee Baptist encamp
ments, Camp Carson and Camp Linden. Who would 
dare to estimate the influence that conferences at 
these two facilities have had on our youth, church 
leaders, and pastors?

There are many other worthy ministries which 
will be sustained and expanded as Tennessee Baptists 
respond with prayer and gifts during the Week of 
Prayer for State Missions and the Golden State Mis
sions Offering.

Cicero’s visitor was Mrs. Wanda Cass 
Votte, a member of Big Choice Baptist 
Church.

In response to my questions, Wanda 
wondered if I could give her some advice on 
an event that was coming up in her church. It 
seems that the church was about to elect 
deacons, and Wanda wanted to cast her vote 
properly.

“Our pastor, Brother Hans Tyde, has so 
much to do, and so many demands are made 
on his time, I’m glad that we are going to get 
some more deacons to help him,” Mrs. Votte 
voiced.

Cicero referred the visitor to Acts 6 and I 
Timothy 3 for some Scriptural discussion on 
deacons. Wanda feels that Big Choice Baptist 
Church has a number of laymen in the con
gregation who meet the New Testament 
qualifications—“but I can vote for only 
three!” she exclaimed.

“Your church is indeed fortunate,” I said. 
“Maybe if you look at other qualifications and 
characteristics, you might narrow down the 
field. If that does not help, try looking at each 
person individually, to see their strong 
points.”

Wanda agreed and pulled a list of church 
members from her purse.

“When you read the part about waiting on 
widows’ tables, I thought about one of our 
members from China, Kit Chen, who is a 
great cook. He would do a tremendous job— 
especially if the widows like chow mein! Then 
there’s Tab L. Filler. If he puts as much food 
on the widows’ tables as he does on his own 
plate, he would make a great deacon— 
because the widows would never go hungry.”

Cicero reminded Mrs. Votte that there were 
other duties of deacons. Wanda wondered 
about the verse noting that deacons handle 
their own households. “We’ve got a guy, Jim 
Dan E. House, who really has a lovely home.”

She recalled that deacons are supposed to 
serve others, and observed that there is a 
British-born layman, Sir Vance, who is very 
good at serving others.

Wanda continued down the list.
—Roe Tate—“I don’t think he would fuss 

when his term is up in three years, and he 
rotates off the active board.”

—Arthur I. Tee—“He always seems to 
know what needs to be done at the church, and 
how we can get someone else to do it.”

—B.Z. Workmann—“He is at the church 
building all the time doing whatever needs to 
be done. He is also very handy with tools.”

—Phil Board—“No matter what committee 
or board our church names, Phil is always 
selected to serve on it. Since he is on 
everything else, it would be a shame not to 
elect him as a deacon.”

—V. Ray Rich—“He’s got more money than 
anyone else in town. It would be good to have 
him as a deacon, since our church is always 
needing money.”

—“Then there are those two Shipp brothers. 
Stewart Shipp is one of the church’s most 
faithful contributors, so he ought to be con
sidered. And, Fai Lowe Shipp is so good about 
greeting visitors and making them feel 
welcome.”

—X. Hamp Poll—“He is such a good exam
ple of what a Christian ought to be, I must 
vote for him.”

—Bill Durr—“I shouldn’t overlook him— 
especially since we are considering a building 
program at our church.”

Cicero was overwhelmed. “That’s really an 
impressive list.”

Wanda nodded. “There is one other. He 
isn’t much of a church member, but with a 
name like A.D. Conn—how can he miss?”
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Letters on any religion-related subject are welcomed. Letters of over 300 words 
will not be used. Other letters may be shortened at the discretion of the editor. 
NO1- unsigned letters will be printed, but writer’s name will be withheld for 
sufficient reason. Letters must contain complete address.

Alaskan oil
Dear editor:

We must have that Alaskan oil now, not 
later, regardless of what it takes to get it!

All nations are now worried and trembling 
regarding Russia. The Russians are now 
planning to take that eastern oil on which we 
depend for our existence. Without it, we can
not carry on.

Saudi Arabia’s 800 oil wells produce 9,000 
barrels daily from each. Oman’s oil wells pro
duce even more. Our oil wells average 17 bar
rels a day each.

Russia has taken Afghanistan just north of 
Saudi Arabia.

On the Strait of Hormuz, they have taken 
Yemen as of Sept. 17, 1979, which they have 
fortified with Russia’s heaviest armor, 
greatest rocket carriers, a great number of 
heavy Russian tanks, enormous amounts of 
automatic weapons, the best there is, and 300 
Russian and Cuban expert engineering 
trainees, 1,000 air and naval personnel, and a 
number of submarines capable of stopping all 
oil shipments to the outside world.

Also, there is Oman sitting at the gateway 
of this strait, supplied with Russian armor 
and capable of shutting off our oil supply any 
time they wish. This would be a loss of 75 per
cent of the world’s supply of oil.

Russia does not want to fight, and we are 
not capable to wage a war. They can take us 
without firing a shot. We do not produce gas 
enough to get our workers to the job. 
Therefore, all business would have to shut 
down. We could not even get our food to 
market, even if we were able to produce. Star
vation would be ours in 30 days.

Now God is calling you and me and all of us 
to move and move now to save America. 
Tomorrow may be too late.

Write your congressman, senators, and the 
president’s personal secretary.

A.B. Pierce
301 28th Ave. North
Nashville, TN 37203

Needs in Mexico
Dear editor:

In Mexico, 38 cities have populations in ex
cess of 100,000. In each of these, a Baptist 
work has been established.

In many instances, however, only one or 
two small congregations exist. An example is 
Leon, Guanajusto, an important shoe 
manufacturing and exporting center with 
500,000 inhabitants. The two Baptist churches 
there have a combined membership of less

Renewal conference 
set for Toccoa, Ga.

MEMPHIS — The eighth annual National 
Lay Renewal Conference is set for Oct. 20-26 
at Toccoa, Ga., according to the Southern 
Baptist Brotherhood Commission here.

Pastors, church staff members, and lay 
persons are invited to the conference, jointly 
sponsored by the Brotherhood Commission 
and the Home Mission Board.

Emphasizing renewal in the local church, 
the conference will feature training for lay , 
renewal leaders, seminars, and presentations 
by several nationally and internationally 
known personalities.

Findley Edge, Southern Baptist author, lec
turer, and educator will deliver inspirational 
messages each night. Edge, professor of 
religious education at Southern Baptist 
Theological Seminary, Louisville, has written 
several books, including The Greening of the 
Church, and has lectured extensively in other 
countries.

Inspirational music for the conference will 
be presented by Gary Lanier, composer, ar
ranger, and conference leader based in 
Weatherford, Tex.

than 175.
Exclusive of border cities, which have 

specialized missionary needs, there are 22 in
terior cities of over 100,000 population, twelve 
of which are state capitals, with no resident 
Southern Baptist missionary. An urgent goal 
of the Mexico Mission (organization of 
Southern Baptist missionaries) is to place a 
church-planting missionary couple in each of 
these 22 centers.

By “church-planting” missionaries we 
mean couples who will respond to the 
challenge of these largely unevangelized ur
ban complexes by taking up residence in one 
of them to do two things: (1) identify with a 
local Baptist church; and (2) in cooperation 
with that existing Baptist nucleus seek to win 
the lost and lead those won in spiritual growth 
and evangelistic outreach, so that the existing 
work is strengthened and new churches are 
brought into being.

This is a kind of missionary national Chris
tians are requesting and will welcome. This is 
a kind of service which will give each mis
sionary freedom to express his or her 
spiritual gifts to the maximum. This is a pur
pose which is faithful to the New Testament 
concept of missions and which is conducive to 
lasting and satisfying results.

Mexico is open to the gospel today as never 
before. There is great hunger for spiritual 
reality and security.

We earnestly challenge pastors and 
seminary students to prayerfully consider the 
possibility that God may want YOU in Mexico 
NOW.

James D. Crane
Apartado 6-115
Guadalajara, Jal., Mexico

Pastors' marriages
Dear editor:

In regard to the poor preachers who have no 
book on how to live with wives unless the 
churches help out, tell them to hold on a while. 
Somebody will write one, as we have books on 
every other subject.

Jesus, Paul, and Peter had a lot to say on 
the subject, but their words are found in the 
Bible, so they couldn’t use that. Who told 
them they were preachers anyway? Even one 
of the requirements of a deacon is to know 
how to rule his own household.

I know a man who is divorced four times. I 
will try to get him to write a book for them.

Joe B. Pugh
Rt. 4
Manchester, TN 37355

Your letter and others received in response 
to the article reveal one of the problems that 
pastors’ families face — the lack of compas
sion and understanding of the many pressures 
that are placed on a pastor and his family, 
(editor)

'Peace be still
Dear editor:

Many times in the past I’ve read these 
words, “peace be still,” in the New Testa
ment. Never have they meant so much to me, 
as I read in Mark about the fear the disciples 
experienced as the great storm arose.

As the story goes, their tiny ship was tossed 
upon the sea. Jesus spoke three words only, 
“Peace be still.” The wind ceased, and there 
was a great calm.

As I sat reflecting back on my life these 
past several years, I’ve seen many such 
storms in my life. I always come through 
them, because I know my Lord was saying 
those words in my behalf.

No matter what problems we face — 
finances, sickness, depression, divorce — I 
know He will calm the stormy seas in our 
lives. All we have to do is have faith and 
believe in Him.

Karen Stapleton
P.O. Box 84
Jefferson City, TN 37760

Hospital employees 
defeat union vote

Employees in the service and maintenance 
unit of Memphis Baptist Memorial Hospital 
rejected representation by Local 1733 of the 
American Federation of State, County, and 
Municipal Employees in an election con
ducted Aug. 28, 1980, by the National Labor 
Relations Board.

Approximately 3,200 employees were eligi
ble to vote and 95 percent of this number ac
tually voted. The union was rejected by a vote 
of 1,920 to 975.

According to Joseph H. Powell, president of 
the hospital, “The result of the election was 
truly an employee victory. The majority will 
prevailed in a democratic election after a 
period of campaigning during which both 
sides of the question were examined.

“You cannot go through a campaign such 
as this without becoming more sensitive to 
employee concerns. From this standpoint, I 
think we have all gained. The campaign was 
conducted on a high level, and I do not think 
our employees, regardless of their views, 
ever lost sight of the fact that they are part of 
an organization that has an outstanding 
reputation as a medical center serving the 
medical needs of the Mid-South,” he added.

Loring to direct 
agency counseling

FORT WORTH, Tex. (BP) - Ben E. Loring 
Jr., director of program planning for the 
Texas Baptist General Convention’s Christian 
Life Commission for seven years, will become 
vice-president of counseling services for the 
Southern Bapist Radio and Television Com
mission Sept. 15.

Loring will try to involve local churches in 
the commission's mail counseling program so 

they can minister to those in their area who 
have been touched by a Baptist-produced 
radio or television program.

J.P. Allen, former director of counseling 
services, retired in April 1979. A four-person 
staff currently responds to the 800 to 1,500 let
ters of inquiry the commission receives each 
month.

While Loring was with the Texas General 
Convention’s Christian Life Commission, he 
helped reshape and expand a family ministry 
program to a full-time emphasis, helped 
develop the convention’s involvement in 
world hunger, and developed working rela
tionships between the Texas Christian Life 
Commission and associations and local 
churches.

He was for several years minister of 
evangelism for First Baptist Church, 
Houston, Tex., where he directed lay witness 
training and led city youth crusades. In 
cooperation with the Texas convention’s 
evangelism department, he has led more than 
250 evangelistic crusades in Texas, Arkansas, 
Mississippi, Louisiana, and New York.

ASIAN QUILTING BEE — Women in the Malaysia-Singapore Baptist Mission work 
to finish a quilt for Eloise Cauthen, wife of Baker J. Cauthen, emeritus executive 
director of the Foreign Mission Board. The project began as a handicraft activity 
during free time at a missionary women's prayer retreat. The butterflies are cut 
from batik cloth, a representative art form from Southeast Asia.

8 Personal 8
r perspective |
A BY TOM MADDEN A 
Q TBC executive secretary y

For my own devotional needs, I looked 
closely again the other day at Galatians 
5:22-23. “But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, 
peace, long-suffering, gentleness, goodness, 
faith, meekness, temperance: against such 
there is no law.” 
Out of this verse, 
several ideas came to 
my mind. I looked first 
at the word “fruit.” 
Fruit pre-supposes 
life. Dead trees bear 
no fruit. Ordinarily 
for a tree to bear the 
best fruit, it needs 
cultivation. For it to 
bear the maximum 
crop, it needs to be fer
tilized and cultivated 
even as a spiritual life needs food, worship, 
and Christian activity. Fruit is a food. It sus
tains life. It is flavorable and ordinarily 
beautiful.

The Spirit gives life, cultivates life, and sus
tains life.

I have always been intrigued by why the 
singular verb “is” is used. After “is” you 
have nine words. The first of these, the basic 
word, is “love.” All of the remaining words 
are results of love. It seems the writer is 
breaking up love into its component parts. 
When one loves, there comes an abiding joy. 
We bask in a spirit of joy when we recognize 

loved. When wo are con/ident of love. 

we have a peace. Love’s habit is to suffer 
long, love’s activity is kindness, love’s quality 
is goodness, love’s quantity is faithfulness, 
and love’s tone is meekness. Love’s victory is 
temperance.

Ebenezer congregation 
worships in new building

Members of Ebenezer Baptist Church in 
Knoxville are worshipping in their new 
church facilities, dedicated earlier this sum
mer.

The structure includes a sanctuary which 
seats about 360 persons, a pastor’s study, 
church office, and choir room.

Contractor for the project, valued at 
$200,000, was Northway Contractor’s Inc., 
Taylors, S.C.

Pastor Doug White spoke at the dedication 
services, along with Edith Clifton, a member 
of Ebenezer and the church’s clerk. Members 
of the building committee were: Harry 
Relford, chairman; Regenia Clifton, Nancy 
Mount, Melvin Branch, and Clyde Franklin.
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Missionary home testifies against false gods
there.

“All of this sounds rather farfetched,” say 
the Bonnells, “but believe us, that is only a 
small part of the story. Do keep us in your 
constant prayers in the days to come that this 
house can be constructed without any 
mishaps so that it can be a testimony to the 
power of our God.”

ABOMEY, Benin (BP)—The Dutton Bon
nells are building a house in Abomey, Benin, 
they hope will be a testimony to their faith 
and their God as the whole community 
watches.

Several months ago, when a ban against 
foreigners buying or selling land was lifted, 
house rents doubled and then tripled. The 
Bonnells, Southern Baptist missionaries, 
began a concentrated search for land to build 
on.

After many delays, when it seemed that 
every possibility had been exhausted, they 
found a lot at a bargain price. The property 
faced one of Abomey’s two main roads and 
had water and electrical lines running just in 
front of it.

The missionaries soon learned why it was 
so cheap. There were two huge fetish trees 
only a few feet from the property. Sacrifices 
were often made there and the trees are said 
to house the spirits of all the former kings of 
Abomey. Some local people suggested that no 
Beninese would dare live on that sacred

Shirley Hall 'listens with eyes'
RIDGECREST, N.C. (BP)-One of the 

things Shirley Hall likes best is just “sitting 
and listening to people talk.”

But since Mrs. Hall is totally deaf, she’s 
forced to “listen with her eyes.”

Mrs. Hall is a people-lover, though, and be
ing deaf has never kept her from reaching out 
to others and being totally involved in life.

“You’ve got to use what you’ve got and do 
your best,” she told women at the Woman’s 
Missionary Union conference at Ridgecrest 
Baptist Conference Center.

She was there to train about 75 leaders of 
Girls in Action, the Southern Baptist missions 
organiza tion for girls in grades One through 
six. Throughout the conference, she stressed 
listening.

“Respect a girl as a person,” she urged the 
women. “Listen to her. Ask her about her day 
at school; ask her about her softball game.”

Mrs. Hall doesn’t always just sit and listen 
to the girls. She can often be found out on the 
softball diamond with them. “I’m the pitcher. 
It’s safer that way,” she quips.

Shirley’s husband, Ben, is pastor of Pro
vidence Baptist Church in Hickory, N.C. They 
are the parents of three children, ages 15 to 
20. She is a teacher’s aide for children with 
reading problems.

Born with a hearing defect, she wore a 
hearing aid during childhood. She went to a 
special school for a year to learn how to lip

Foundation

She married again
By Jonas L. Stewart

She is getting older and is worried about her 
estate. When she married again after several 
years of being a widow, the companionship 
was wonderful. Her husband did not need her 
estate, therefore, she continued to keep her 
affairs separate from his. The years have 
been kind to her and now she is rather 
wealthy.

The sad part of the story involves her step
children — five of them. They never accepted 
her as a part of the family. Resentment grew 
until most of them will not even speak to her.

She began to become concerned about the 
final disposition of her estate. Without a will 
her present husband would likely inherit it all 
if he survives her. Then at his death 
everything she owns would belong to his 
children who have refused her a place in the 
family.

The problem of her estate is being solved. 
With the help of an attorney and a represen
tative of the Foundation she is having a will 
made directing that her estate will become a 
trust with the Foundation as trustee. The in
come from the fund will go to world missions 
through the Cooperative Program.

For information about how to prepare such 
a Christian will, write the Tennessee Baptist 
Foundation, P.O. Box 347, Brentwood, Tenn., 
37027.

ground.
The most appealing feature of the land, the 

Bonnells say, is the beauty of those giant 
kapok trees. They purposely drew up house 
plans so they could see the trees from almost 
every window.

It was soon discovered one of the 
troublesome trees had termites and was like
ly to fall, but city authorities were reluctant to 
do anything about it.

Then, one Sunday, the top half of the tree 
fell, injuring a pregnant woman.

That night a man on a motorbike was killed 
instantly when he ran into fallen limbs 
alongside the road.

Although the Bonnells were nowhere near 
the land when the accidents happened, tales 
quickly began to circulate. The chief of police 
sent for Bonnell, suggesting that he clear 
away the debris. The landowner lived just 
across the road from the Bonnell’s new pro
perty, but he had been conspicuously absent.

The chief indicated he could not get in
volved because the tree was sacred. The 

read and to improve her diction. Today, her 
speech is quite good.

She lost what hearing she had suddenly.
“I had been out of college for a month and 

was going to get married the next month,” 
she said. “I went to visit Ben’s parents for a 
weekend, and it happened then.

“I just thought I needed a more powerful 
hearing aid, so I went to the doctor. When he 
turned it on and I couldn’t hear, I knew then 
that I was deaf.”

The next few months were traumatic. She 
couldn’t help wondering if her being deaf 
would make a difference in the way Ben felt 
about her.

“There were times when I asked myself, 
‘Why did it have to be me?”’ she said. “But I 
gradually learned that God is with me.”

MIM FROM THE CROWD — Keith Kingsley and his bride, the former Belinda 
Senter, find a few minutes alone during their wedding reception at her parents' 
home in Tukuyu, Tanzania.

MKs choose Tanzanian wedding site
TUKUYU, Tanzania - When Keith 

Kingsley and Belinda Senter began making 
wedding plans, choosing a site was a major 
decision. They lived in Texas, but her parents 
lived in Tanzania and his in Malawi.

They chose to get married at Tukuyu 
Baptist Church near her parents’ home, mak
ing them the first pair of Southern Baptist 
missionary children to be married in Tan
zania.

Though Belinda chose to wear a traditional 
American wedding gown, the service had an 
African flavor. Her father performed part of 
the ceremony in Swahili and the church choir 

mayor and another official gave the Bonnells 
permission to finish cutting down the tree, 
which was absolutely essential before 
building could begin. But the officials 
themselves would not come anywhere near.

It was difficult to find anyone who would cut 
the tree at any price. The remaining trunk 
had a large hole commonly believed to be the 
trysting place at night for sorcerers. The 
woodcutter hired had a frustrating time 
because those who passed warned him of the 
danger he was placing himself in for his part 
in the tree’s defamation.

The tree, almost down, still caused havoc. 
One evening some Beninese friends told the 
Bonnells that owls, which are believed to be 
sorcerers incarnated, were resting on the 
stump at night to guard the spirits remaining

Baptists start work 
in communist area

LEYTE, Philippines — An area in the 
Philippines which has had heavy communist 
infiltration now has a Baptist witness.

During Christmas vacation last year, a 
young school teacher and her husband started 
Baptist work on the island of Leyte, where she 
was born. While they were there nine people 
requested baptism.

Because of the response the couple ex
perienced, members of a young Baptist 
church in Davao City, on the island of Min
danao, are working with Southern Baptist 
missionaries in the Philippines to send a team 
of evangelists to southwest Leyte to establish 
the first Baptist church on the island.

Twelve church members will conduct Bible 
classes, street meetings and other 
evangelistic services, and witness door-to- 
door. The Baptist mission is providing mat
ching funds for this short-term thrust, plus 
additional 'funds to allow two Filipino mis
sionaries to work on Leyte for about two 
years.

sang. Among the guests were many pastors of 
the 80 Baptist churches in the area, where her 
father is church development advisor.

Keith and Belinda met while attending Rift 
Valley Academy, a boarding school in Kenya 
for missionary children. But romance didn’t 
begin until they saw each other at the Foreign 
Mission Board’s annual Thanksgiving retreat 
for missionary children beginning college in 
the United States.

Belinda’s parents, Arville and Pauline 
Senter, and Keith’s parents, Gene and Bever
ly Kingsley, are all Texans, and the 
newlyweds plan to live there after a honey
moon in Kenya.

★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★ 
* , * * Citizen s Corner ♦ -k *

By Jerry M. Self
J Public affairs and Christian life 

consultant
This summer has provided me an education 

in travel. My understanding of citizenship has 
increased as a result of visiting four different 
locations for three different reasons.

Early in the summer our family went on 
vacation to Washington, D.C. - the seat of our 
nation’s political 
power. There we saw 
impressive buildings, 
elaborate monuments, 
and the hustle and 
bustle of government 
in action.

From the District of 
Columbia we went 
north to Pennsylvania 
Dutch country. There 
we got acquainted
with the detached Self
order and peace of the Amish people. These 
are spiritual cousins of ours by way of the 
Anabaptist movement. The contrast was ex
treme as we moved from the nation’s capital 
to a community of farmers who wanted no in
volvement with the political world.

Following that vacation time, I went to St. 
Louis to attend the Southern Baptist Conven
tion. That meant being thrust back into activi
ty which reflected both some of the spiritual 
values of the Amish and political techniques 
of the capital.

Following the convention, I again left home 
to attend the White House Conference on 
Families in Minneapolis. There I discovered a 
diversity of people seeking unity about family 
matters. It was another period of busy-ness.

I share with you here some observations 
from my summer travels: first, politics is a 
reality in any sphere of life. Politics is simply 
the business of making decisions as a group 
and organizing the group to action on those 
decisions. Whether it is an art or a science can 
be argued, but politics is certainly a necessity 
for any group.

The second observation is that personal in
volvement is the best way to learn about any 
sphere of experience and the best way to ac
complish change within that sphere.

Third, I am impressed that the various 
news media attempt to be responsible in their 
reporting. But they certainly need help. It 
was sometimes difficult for me to reconcile 
what I read in the papers or saw and heard 
through the electronic media with what I had 
seen myself in either St. Louis or Min
neapolis. Reporters cannot tell us with ac
curacy what has happened if they do not 
understand the process in the first place. I am 
impressed that public relations is one of our 
stewardship responsibilities.

I have a final observation about expenses. 
Who paid the way for all of this traveling? 
Well, in one sense, I did. We ourselves were 
responsible for the vacation expenses, of 
course. The Cooperative Program paid my 
way to St. Louis and the government paid my 
expenses to Minneapolis. However, as a tither 
and a taxpayer, that means that in some 
percentage, I was paying my own way. My 
impression is that Baptists get more out of 
their dollars than do taxpayers.
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Springfield. Tenn.

Farmer sows seeds of love
in low-income neighborhood

By Charlie Warren
Gladys Farmer packed her possessions and 

moved from Montgomery, Ala., to Spring
field, Tenn., because she believes ministry is 
needed in a county seat town to keep it from 
becoming like an inner city.

“I am deeply concerned that we reach the 
county seat towns, or towns of comparable 
population size, before they get like big cities 
with crime so rampant and multitudes of lost 
people,” said Miss Farmer, who retired early 
this year as director of a Baptist goodwill 
center in the heart of Montgomery. “People 
are harder to reach when cities are so big.”

When she was invited by Springfield Baptist 
Church to direct the weekday program for 
residents of a low-income neighborhood, she 
jumped at the chance. She believes people in 
the poverty pockets of small towns have some 
of the same needs as people in the ghettos of 
big cities. She is proving that some of the 
same methods that work in inner cities will 
work as effectively in small towns.

An effective Christian witness and 
ministry, she believes, can prevent problems 
such as crime and racial hatred. “An ounce of 
prevention is worth a pound of cure,” she 
says.

In April, she moved to Springfield to work 
with the Covington Heights Baptist Mission, 
sponsored by the Springfield Baptist Church.

“Our mission had pretty much come to a 
standstill,” admitted Jerry Oakley, pastor of 
the mother church. “We were spending 
$11,000 a year in the mission and we felt we 
were not using God’s money effectively. We 
had to decide whether to close the mission or 
try to minister to the community in a creative 
way.”

The church decided to try to minister 
economically, physically, and spiritually to 
people in the low-income area where the mis
sion is located, according to Oakley. They had 
the financial resources and the personnel 
needed to do it, but they realized they needed 
help in getting it rolling.

Through the Home Mission Board, they 
learned of Gladys Farmer, and the pieces of a 
puzzle began to fit together.

Earlier, the Home Mission Board had asked 
Miss Farmer to consider being a 
troubleshooter for them after she officially 
retired. She would travel around, strengthen 
work in weak areas, and help with problems 
that arise.

“I like to lead people to Jesus,” Miss 
Farmer said. “I wasn’t sure I wanted just to 
shoot trouble. I wanted to still have touch with 
the field and do troubleshooting at the same 
time. I told the Home Mission Board that I 
would love to be on a local field somewhere.”

They put her in touch with Springfield Bap
tist Church. The church pays her a small 
salary, but she also goes on special 
“troubleshooting” assignments with the 
board when needed.

Before she arrived in Springfield, Oakley 
called the adult Sunday School classes in his 
church together one Sunday morning, in
formed them of the ministries needed at the 
mission, and appealed to them for help. He 
passed out sheets that listed the tasks needed 
and asked for volunteers.

That day, 100 volunteers signed up, and 
every one of them have followed through, ac
cording to Oakley.

The volunteers have assisted with sewing 
classes, Bible studies, activities for children, 
tutoring programs for adults and children, 
Vacation Bible schools, a coffeehouse for 
youth, a telephone reassurance ministry, 
visitation, and other special needs that have 
come up.

“They (Springfield Baptist Church) were so 
ready when I got here,” Miss Farmer said. 
“It was amazing how balanced the talents 
were. When I got here, I had to get on the 
telephone and go to work.”

“She’s amazing,” said Oakley. “The first 
month on this field she made 300 visits. These

SHARING SKILLS—Bill Foster (above) retired sewing 
machine repairman, gives his time to repair the three sew
ing machines used in the mission. Gladys Farmer (above 
right) takes time for a child. Marilyn Bibb tutors boys in the 
afternoons. Foster and Mrs. Bibb are members of Spring- 
field Baptist Church, sponsor of the Covington Heights Bap
tist Mission.

were not just drop in and drop out type visits, 
they were quality visits.”

“We try to find the needs of the people and 
then match those needs with a ministry,” 
Miss Farmer explained. “That’s why I visit 
and stay out in the streets as much as I do.”

In addition to Miss Farmer, another 
"retired” person was enlisted to work with 
the mission. Dick Lankford, who retired last 
year as pastor of Lights Chapel Baptist 
Church in Robertson County, agreed to serve 
as pastor of the mission.

Lankford brings an understanding of the 
community and its people. He grew up there. 
He admitted that many years ago he refused 
to attend Springfield Baptist Church, because 
“I carried a chip on my shoulder.”

“They were too wealthy,” he continued. 
“They had too many fine clothes. My 
vocabulary was as bad as it is now, or worse. I 
didn’t feel like going to church.”

As his economic condition improved, 
however, he eventually joined Springfield 
Baptist Church. While in his late 40s, he felt 
called to preach, and members of Springfield 
helped him pay off some debts and go to 
seminary.

He finished seminary and was pastor of the 
Lights Chapel Baptist Church for 10 years. 
When he retired, Oakley asked him to serve 
as pastor of the mission.

“I said, ‘nothing doing, no way’,” Lankford 
recalled. “Then the Lord got a hold of it and I 
realized that’s what God had ahead for me 
and I started here in January.”

Miss Farmer expressed appreciation for 
Lankford. “He knows this community like a 
book, and they know him. Both of us got here 
at the same time, just full of excitement and 
joy at what the Lord is going to do here. And 
He’s already doing it. Brother Lankford 
recently baptized someone 90 years old.

The weekday ministry provides the com
munity with needed services. Women are 
taught how to sew in order to make inexpen
sive clothes and to repair worn clothing so it 
can last a little longer.

A telephone reassurance program makes 
daily contact with elderly residents to make 
sure they are okay. If there is no answer, the 
caller follows up with a visit to be sure the 
resident hasn’t fallen, had a stroke, or suf
fered a heart attack.

The tutoring program provides help for 
students who are having trouble academical

ly. The local school refers students who need 
help.

“The children are eager to get into it,” 
Oakley said. “Some have failed in the past. 
They don’t like school, but they don’t like to 
fail. This is really going to help them with 
their self image as well as their educational 
process.”

The most recent project was initiated on 
Sept. 7, when Randy Thomas, a coach in town, 
started a boxing team, sponsored by the Bap
tist Men of the Springfield Baptist Church. 
The purpose is to teach organized boxing as 
an alternative to street fighting.

The purpose behind all of these programs is 
to point people to Jesus, according to Miss 
Farmer. That’s her driving motivation.

“I haven’t led anybody to the Lord here yet 
and my heart’s breaking about it, but we’re 
sowing seed,” she said. “I think there will be 
two or three professions of faith before long. 
We don’t push anybody. We want it to be of the 
Lord.

“I’m used to winning someone to the Lord 
every week—and sometimes four or five, but 
I sowed seed a long time in Montgomery 
before this could happen. I see changes in at
titudes, conduct, and behavior, and that gives 
me something to hang onto.

“We’re laying a foundation. When God is at 
work in it, people are going to come to Christ. 
We can be sure of that.”

LEARNING OPPORTUNITIES—Mrs. 
Ruth Brown (above) leads a sewing 
class, teaching women to sew. Mrs. 
Wilmoth Clinard (below) tutors an in
terracial group.
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Bible Puzzle
Answers on page 10

1 i 3 14 5 6 8 9

10 11 11 1r

14 15 q

17 18 19

1 20 I21
23 25 26 27

28 29 30 31

32 33 34

35 36 37

38 39 40 42

43 44 45

46 47 48

49 so $1

ACROSS

1 0. T. Book: abbr.
4 Day to keep 

(Deut. 5:12; abbr.)
7 “The first — is of the 

earth” (1 Cor. 15)
10 Son of Gad

(Gen. 46:16)
11 Menu items
13 Seasoning
14 Kind of worm
15 He was not deceived

(1 Tim. 2:14)
16 White with age
17 “afterward they — 

--” (Acts 13)
20 Number in Mexico
21 Famous sleeper
22 “they — a country” 

(Heb. 11)

24 Coins: abbr.
25 In addition
28 Matterhorn
29 “the blood of his —” 

(Col. 1)
31 Money of account
32 Places: abbr.
33 Poet’s over
34 “the very — of your 

city” (Luke 10)
35 “that — serpent” 

(Rev. 12)
36 “a —- out of Jacob” 

(Num. 24)
38 “Which had the —

—” (Heb. 9)
43 Musical instrument
44 Countess’ husband
45 Strong resentment
46 Violent anger
47 Post

CRYPTOVERSE

IDB M Q JDMQ JDHJ VHSZCGCJD

LBXGQCU PR IBSVQ IMJDBXJ

ZGBIUCVYC

Today’s Cryptoverse clue: G equals N

15 Doy CAIRO-AMMAN-TIBERIAS-JERUSALEM-EILAT, Oct. 
13, Feb. 25

12 Day Rome-Jordan-lsrael-Athens, Sept. 29
11 Day HOLY LAND. Nov. 24, Mar. 31
9 Day Mexico, Nov. 15
********»tour host benefits********* 
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48 Nothing
49 Cunning
50 Measures: abbr.
51 Utter

DOWN
\

1 God will supply it 
(Phil. 4:19)

2 Gael’s language
3 “ye should follow 

--- ” (1 Pet. 2)
4 Tire, of a kind
5 Helpers
6 Decorative sphere
7 Son of Shammai

(1 Chron. 2:45)
8 Amalekite king

(1 Sam. 15:8)
9 Saul’s kin 

(1 Sam. 14:50)
12 Stings
13 Seagoing vessel
18 Vex
19 Sign of betrayal 

(Mark 14:44)
22 Weaken
23 Building adjunct
24 Measure

(Ezek. 45:14)
25 “because----- are 

forgiven” (1 John 2)
26 Bitter vetch
27 Make lace
29 Weather word
30 “But God will — my 

soul” (Psa. 49)
34 Man’s name
35 Leather flask
36 Strong cotton cloth
37 Mounds
38 Fought with Abimel- 

ech (Judg. 9:39)
39 Wild revelry
40 Man (1 Chron. 4:15)
41 Assam silkworm
42 Depend
43 Time periods: abbr.

Final rites held
for Johnny Coffey

Johnny Coffey, a pastor for many years in 
Hancock, Hawkins, Hamilton, Claiborne, and 
Grainger Counties, died last month at his 
home in Bean Station. He was 80, and had 
been in poor health for about four months.

He helped establish more than 30 churches 
during his years as a pastor and served as 
moderator for Mulberry Gap Association for 
several terms.

Funeral services were held at Thorn Hill 
Baptist Church in Grainger County. Burial 
was in the Thorn Hill Cemetery.

Coffey is survived by his wife, Sally 
Singleton, Bean Station; three sons: Bill and 
A.T. Coffey of Bean Station, and J.C. Coffey, 
Middletown, Ohio; five daughters: Velva 
Wanuick, Knoxville, Pearl Lawson, 
Mooresburg, Tenn., Pauline Clement, 
Moorestown, Tenn., Gynnette Soard, Orlan
do, Fla., and Else Croucher, Middletown, 
Ohio.

You are Invited to attend

HOMECOMING DAY
Sunday, Sept. 14, 1980

Lamar Heights 
Baptist Church 

2639 Lamar Avenue, Memphis

Jamas Redding, Pastor
Sunday School 9:30 Worship 10:45 

J.W. Bass, Guest Speaker 
(former pastor)

Dinner on Ground
• t 1

pulpit
By Jim Griffith

This is the unfortunate day when occultism abounds all about us.
There are so many strange and mysterious cults operating in these perplexing days 

that it was not really too surprising to hear that there is a new cult in the state of Califor
nia that meets regularly in a laundromat.

It seems they follow the worship procedure of meditating near a washing machine 
during the rinse cycle. The sermon, of course, comes during the “spin and dry.”

Presumably, appropriate texts for use by the laundromat cultists would be: “And all 
our righteous deeds are like a filthy garment.” (Isaiah 64:6). “. . .wash me, and I shall 
be whiter than snow.” (Psalm 51:7).

Their leader’s name is Some Come Clean and his followers are known as “Cleanies.”
Still, when you consider everything and take a close look at all of our churches, it is 

doubtful if any cult does more to slow spiritual progress than the cult of the comfortable.

on

Women in worship
By Herschel H. Hobbs

“In like manner also, that women adorn 
themselves in modest apparel, with 
shamefacedness and sobriety, not with braid
ed hair, or gold, or pearls, or costly array; but 
(which becometh women professing 
godliness) with good works” (1 Tim. 2:9-10).

This is much too large a subject to be 
treated fully in so limited a space. But we can 
at least point out principles involved.

This is not a blanket prohibition of a modest 
use of cosmetics, hairdo, jewelry, or nice 
clothes. “Adorn” renders kosmeo whence 
comes “cosmetics.” From it also comes 
cosmos or orderly arrangement. 
“Shamefacedness” here should read 
“reverence.” “Sobriety” refers to proper 
conduct. “Women should adorn themselves 
modestly and sensibly in seemly apparel” 
(RSV). Braided hair, gold, pearls, and costly 
array refer to the custom of pagan 
women—so Christian women should not make 
worship a dress parade. Involved also may be 
the fact that most Christians then were poor. 
A rich one should not flaunt her wealth in the 
face of the poor. The best attire is one of 
“good works”—a harmony between inner 
character and outer appearance.

In light of 1 Cor. 11:5, verse 11 must refer to 
some peculiar situation in Ephesus. (Note 1 
Cor. 14:34, which relates to speaking in 
foreign languages they had not learned. This 
could be mistaken for the ecstatic utterances 
of temple prostitutes in the temple of the sex 
goddess Aphrodite whose temple towered 
above Corinth.) This was not necessarily the 
case in Ephesus, but some situation known 
there but not explained by Paul.

Verse 12 probably refers to public teaching 
of men by women. But again in 1 Cor. 11:5 
“prophesy” (or preaching) is mentioned. 
However, it does not specify whether or not it 
was before a mixed audience. Paul clearly 
says that a woman should not “usurp authori
ty” or have dominion over men. The Greek 
word means to play the master.

This does not mean that there is no place of 
service for women in church (Acts 16:14, 40; 
18:2, 18, 26; Rom. 16:1, 3; 1 Cor. 16:9; 2 Tim. 
4:19). The point here is public worship and/or 
teaching. The Bible does not forbid the large 
place of service for women in today’s 
churches.

Paul cites Gen. 2:21-23; 3:1-6 in support of 
his position (vv. 13-14). “Childbearing” does 
not reduce women to a brood person. She has 
a peculiar role which only she can fill. It in
volves child-rearing also. It far exceeds 
public teaching in its effectiveness. Robert
son says, “Child-bearing, not public teaching, 
is the peculiar function of woman with a glory 
and dignity all its own.” There are cases 
where the mother must earn a living for her 
children. But this is another situation of which

BAPTIST AND REFLECTOR
brings you news first

Paul speaks.
“Save” (v. 15) does not refer to redemption. 

The verse may also mean to fulfill one’s func
tion in God’s plan. Since he is writing about 
Christian women, this is clearly Paul’s mean
ing here.

Devotional

Be nostalgic
By John Warren Steen

“So teach us to number our days, that we 
may apply our hearts unto wisdom” (Psalm 
90:12).

When you hear a church bell ringing, you 
don’t have to close your eyes to see a little 
country church of long ago. Memory and 
imagination help you hear echoes of that old 
bell that called your relatives and friends to 
God.

Memory helps you to see that weathered 
building, with just one big room. People used 
funeral home fans in 
the summer, and they 
sat close to the pot
bellied stove in the 
winter. (The fans 
helped to brush away 
the gnats, too.) The 
preacher came once or 
twice a month. If you 
listen, you can still 
hear his hard-hitting, 
foot-stomping 
preaching—brought 
directly from the mind 
of God to be laid on your heart. Oh, that was a 
time of trust.

In your memory, can you still hear that 
choir? Even though they sang “Beulah Land” 
with a nasal twang, it seemed like the melody 
of angels.

When you go back in your memory, you are 
like Jacob going back to Bethel. When you get 
nostalgic, it doesn’t mean you’re living in the 
past. Going back to your Bethel could mean 
that you long to return to the simple and 
earnest faith you once had. Yes, it’s good to 
remember.

Jacob needed the assurance of God’s 
presence once again, in later life. Even 
though he was an older man, rich and world
ly, the father of eleven sons and a daughter, 
he needed a renewed confrontation with God. 
He needed to confess his sins. He needed 
guidance from the Almighty.

In a Greek legend, an elderly woman depar
ting this life, talked with the ferryman on the 
River Styx. He offered her the waters of 
forgetfulness to drink. If she drank, he ex
plained, she’d forget her suffering but also 
her rejoicing. She’d forget her failures but 
also her successes. She’d forget how she’d 
been hated but also how she’d been loved. She 
refused to drink. She wanted to remember!

Nostalgia is popular in 1980. Remembering 
the good old days is such a popular pastime 
that even college students grow nostalgic 
about the 1950’s. Older people like to recollect 
simpler times. Some persons scold older peo
ple for living in the past and laugh at youth for 
taking a backward look. I say, go ahead—be 
nostalgic.

Steen, former editor of Mature Living, is a senior adult consultant and supply pastor in Nashville.
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Our People and Our Churches . . .
LEADERSHIP...

East Athens Baptist Church, Athens, called 
Mike Dannel as minister of music and youth. 
He com^ to the post from Stuart Park Bap
tist Church in Cleveland where he served over 
a year. Pete Mullins is pastor of the Athens 
congregation.

Warren G. Banks, associate pastor of 
Balmoral Baptist Church, Shelby Associa
tion, has resigned to accept the call of 
Hickory Grove Baptist Church, Fayette 
Association. He will serve as their interim 
pastor.

Hughes Avenue Baptist Church in Chat
tanooga called Charles Foster as minister of 
education and minister of music. George 
Holland is pastor.

David Alan Butler is pastor of Sevier 
Heights Baptist Church in Knoxville, not 
David Alan Baxter as reported in the July 20 
issue of the Baptist and Reflector.

Jim Kaier accepted the call to become 
minister of education and youth at Second 
Baptist Church in Union City. He comes to the 
post from Leaclair Baptist Church in Mem
phis where he has served for the past five 
years. Noel Edwards is pastor.

Brook Hollow Baptist Church in Nashville 
called Fred Kelly as part-time minister of 
music. Kelly is an adult consultant in the 
music department of the Baptist Sunday 
School Board. John Daley is pastor.

Bob Fisher, Warren Oster, James Dunn, 
James Conley, Gene Chambers, and Billy 
White were scheduled to be ordained as

In Robertson County Association, Oakland 
Baptist Church called Joe Hinkle as interim 
pastor. He is in the family ministry division at

ARTIST CONTRIBUTES SKILL—Ron Sweeney, a member of Little West Fork Baptist 
Church, Clarksville, gave his time and talent to paint a mural of the last supper on 
the back wall of the church's sanctuary. Taking advantage of an existing window, 
he used it as part of the scene.

Artist paints mural on church wall
When 20-year-old Ron Sweeney of 

Clarksville first informed his pastor, Roger 
Jldham, that the Lord had told him to paint a 

, uural of the last supper on the back wall of 
he church’s sanctuary, Oldham admits he 
vas skeptical.

Young Sweeney, who paints billboards for a 
iving, had only been a Christian for a few 
nonths. What if we let him do it and it turns 
•ut badly? Oldham wondered.
Nevertheless, after viewing some of 

Iweeney’s work, Oldham presented the pro- 
•osition to the church, Little West Fork Bap- 
ist Church, Clarksville.
The church voted to let Sweeney paint the 

! 0-by-20-foot, bigger-than-life-size picture of 
esus and His disciples on the back wall, and 

the Baptist Sunday School Board in Nashville.

First Baptist Church in Ridgetop accepted 
the resignation of its pastor Jack Geurin 
recently. Geurin has accepted the call to 
serve as pastor of Second Baptist Church in 
Greenville, Ky. Bobby Swift is serving the 
Ridgetop church as interim pastor.

Carl Campbell resigned as interim pastor of 
Crievewood Baptist Church in Nashville. He 
plans to return to his home in Taylors, S.C.

Pleasant Grove Baptist Church in 
Chilhowee Association has called two staff 
members. Gregg Wilson will serve as music 
director, and Mark Smith as youth director. 
Wilson is a graduate of Carson-Newman Col
lege, Jefferson City. Smith has been working 
with the Home Mission Board for the past two 
years in Alaska and other areas. Dan J. 
Dunkel is pastor of the church.

Greenback Memorial Baptist Church, 
Greenback, called Glenn Davis as music 
director. M.D. Cabe is pastor.

PEOPLE...
Mr. and Mrs. Ovit Glover were honored 

recently on the occasion of their 50th wedding 
anniversary at the Ooltewah Baptist Church, 
Ooltewah. Lamar Barden is pastor.

First Baptist Church in Lenoir City is 
scheduled to hold deacon services on Sunday, 
Sept. 21, for Gary Amos, Billy Richmond, and 
Larry Rollins. Charles Redmond is pastor.

now they’re glad they did.
“Even though our church voted to let Ron 

do this mural, none of us realized at the time 
that we were encouraging this budding artist 
to accomplish this wonderful masterpiece,” 
Oldham said.

The pastor estimated the mural would have 
cost the church thousands of dollars if 
Sweeney had charged for the labor. Instead, 
the pastor said, the artist volunteered his 
evenings and weekends for four months to 
complete the painting that covers the entire 
back sanctuary wall.

The church recently held an open house to 
allow the public to view the mural and meet 
the artist. The church also presented Sweeney 
a Bible signed by all the deacons, in apprecia
tion for his work.

deacons on Sunday, Sept. 7, at Eastwood Bap
tist Church in Ooltewah. F. Ray Walker is 
pastor.

Colonial Baptist Church in Memphis 
honored Jack Land on the occasion of his 20th 
year as a member of that staff. Land is 
business administrator. Jack Sanford is 
pastor.

Dick Russell was ordained as a deacon at 
Ridgedale Baptist Church in Chattanooga 
recently.

Natchez Trace Baptist Church in Camden 
ordained James Bell as a deacon recently. 
James E. Humphreys, director of missions 
for Carroll Benton Association, assisted in the 
service along with the church’s deacons.

Bob Freeman and Vernon Hickman were 
ordained as deacons at First Baptist Church 
in Bethel Springs. George Weaver delivered 
the ordination message, and Q.L. Whitten led 
a special prayer. Shirley DeBell, director of 
missions for Shiloh Association, led the ques
tioning. James Towery is pastor.

Bill Watson, minister of music and youth at 
Northwest Baptist Church in Knox County, 
was ordained to the ministry at Antioch Bap
tist Church in Athens on Sunday, Sept. 7.

Roy W. Stewart, Jimmy L. Jackson, and 
Billy G. Smith were ordained as deacons at 
Emmaus Baptist Church in Dyer Association 
recently. James Jones brought the charge to 
the deacons; and John D. Poor, pastor of the 
church, brought the charge to the church.

Two Rivers Baptist Church, Nashville, or
dained Anthony Wayne Stewart to the gospel 
ministry recently. He is a graduate of Bel
mont College. Ralph Stone is pastor.

Central Baptist Church 
300 North Roan Street

Welcomes You To Johnson City 
and the

Tennessee Baptist Convention

If we can be of service, please call 615/926-7121

James E. Sorrell, Pastor 
David E. Hampton, Music

R. Willard Warfield, Education 
Michael K. Gilmore, Youth-Ed.

Mr. and Mrs. W.S. Henderson observed 
their 50th wedding anniversary last month. 
They are members at Ridgedale Baptist 
Church, Chattanooga.

Brownsville Baptist Church, Brownsville, is 
scheduled to ordain two men this month. 
Serving as new deacons will be Dewey Barber 
and Barry Philips.

John Arndt was ordained as a deacon at 
Two Rivers Baptist Church in Nashville 
recently. Ralph Stone is pastor.

Walker to address
Union University

JACKSON—Arthur L. Walker Jr., ex
ecutive director-treasurer of the Southern 
Baptist Convention Education Commission, 
will be the guest speaker for Union Universi
ty’s convocation, Sept. 15.

The service, which formally opens the col
lege’s 156th academic year, will begin at 10 
a.m. in the G.M. Savage Memorial Chapel

Evangelism in S. Africa 
continues despite unrest

CAPETOWN, South Africa — Unrest in 
South Africa didn’t cause students of the 
Western Province Branch of the Baptist 
Theological College of Southern Africa to 
cancel plans for their fourth annual students’ 
evangelistic campaign.

On June 14, Robin Scullard, a recent 
graduate of the college, commissioned the 
school’s 22 students, who made evangelistic 
thrusts into 11 nearby towns and suburbs of 
Cape Town.
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Faith's working by love
By C. Stephen Byrum, assistant professor 

Chattanooga State Community College 
Pastor, Lookout Mountain Baptist Church

God's covenant and Abraham
By James C. Jones, assistant professor of religion 

Union University, Jackson

Basic Passage: Galatians 5:1-15
Focal Passage: Galatians 5:1-15
When Paul wrote his two letters to Timothy, 

he found it important to reflect on the Word of 
God. and proclamation of that Word. In one 
familiar place he instructed Timothy to be 
“instant” — be uncompromisingly honest — 
even in those “seasons” when people might
rather not be con
fronted with honesty. 
In another section, he 
explained that Scrip
ture is inspired by God 
and that one of the pur
poses for this inspira
tion is .“reproof.” No 
better example of un
compromising, even 
blunt, honesty which 
takes the form of 
reproof can be found in Byrum
Paul’s writings than in Galatians 5:1-15.

Paul has appealed earlier in the letter to 
their minds and hearts, but now he will 
“stand on their toes,” eyeball to eyeball, and 
in no uncertain terms let them know exactly 
how he feels about any possibility of their 
following after any legalistic tendencies. Con
sider three key phrases that he uses to drive 
home his point.

He first tells them to “stand fast” (5:1) in 
the freedom Christ has given and not allow 
themselves to become involved in the “yoke 
of slavery” which is the law. To “stand fast” 
becomes a term which Paul uses throughout 
his writings as he calls for Christian sted- 
fastness, but nowhere does it carry a clearer 
meaning than at this point.

Paul is undoubtedly recalling Exodus 14:13 
where the children of Israel are being wedged 
between the sea and the oncoming armies of 
the Egyptian pharoah. Many are ready to 
turn back, but Moses calls out: “Stand fast 
and see the salvation of the Lord which He 
will show you this day! ” It is hard to imagine 
a more critical moment in the entire history 
of Israel.

But Paul is saying that a moment of 
parallel significance is occuring in the midst 
of the conflict with the Judaizers. To return to 
legalism would be like the Israelites, now 
tasting of freedom, to return to the mud pits 
and taskmasters of ancient Egypt.

The Dogon are an important native tribe of 
Africa. They take their name from a wild 
grass that even the harshest drought and heat 
cannot destroy. Their very name reflects a 
determination to stand against the greatest 
odds. Paul is telling the Galatians that to em
brace the name of Christ is to reflect the same 
determination to withstand all ungodliness 
-even it it comes persuasively dressed in a 
highly attractive religious package.
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In 5:4 the stern tenor of the letter continues 
as Paul tells the people that their participa
tion in legalism will make Christ’s previous 
actions on their behalf “of no effect.” The 
idea here is to “nullify,” as in a game where a 
winning score has been made but must be 
called back because a rule has been broken. 
Ironically for the Galatians, to become rule- 
oriented is to break the ultimate rule of all — 
the attempt to substitute legalistic prohibi
tions for love. Paul will say later (5:6) that 
true faith works by — is literally energized by 
— love.

It is interesting to note that the key words 
“no effect” (nullify, waste) in 5:4 are also key 
words in Luke 13:7 in Jesus’ powerful con
frontation with the fig tree which bears no 
fruit. Because it bears no fruit, the tree is to 
be cut down. Why, says Jesus, should it be 
allowed to use up (waste, nullify) the soil 
which gives it life. In the same sense, 
legalism wastes the grace of God which give 
true life. Paul even very literally throws open 
the possibility of a person becoming “fallen 
from grace.” This may not necessarily mean 
that a person ceases to be saved, but it at least 
means that a person can “fall” from the joy 
and freedom of salvation which is the true 
blessing of being saved. This may be in keep
ing with the Psalmist’s prayer to “restore un
to me the joy of my salvation.”

Finally, in some of the strongest, bluntest 
language of all of his writings, Paul says of 
those who have troubled the Galatians in their 
teaching of circumcision: “I wish they were 
even cut off...” (5:12). “Cut off” here means 
to “emasculate,” “mutilate,” or to “make 
oneself a eunuch.” In some crazed, pagan 
cults of that day such actions actually took 
place. Once faithfulness is tied to outward, 
ritualistic acts, the acts typically become 
more and more extreme to show that 
faithfulness is becoming more intense. What 
begins with circumcision could easily end in a 
cultic act of self mutilation to show the 
seriousness of one’s faith. If any persons have 
been unclear as to how deadly serious Paul is 
about this issue, no doubt should now be left in 
their minds.

In closing the section Paul comes to sound 
the clarion call of Jesus Himself. What is the 
alternative to the slavery of legalism? Chris
tians are to be free. Not with a freedom that 
conveys any idea of license, but with a 
freedom that is always conditioned by love 
and service to one another. In every situation 
of life, Christians are compelled to search out 
and actively pursue that which is most loving. 
In doing so, all the law is fulfilled. Christians 
need but one law — “Thou shalt love thy 
neighbor as thyself!”

EARL RUGEL 
WOODWORKING CO., INC. 

Church Furniture 
Jefferson City, TN 37760 

Phone (615) 475-3030

Founders Day 
and Homecoming

West Jackson 
Baptist Church

Jackson, Tann.

John Lee Taylor, Pastor

Sept. 21, 1980 
10:50 A.M.

All former members Invited

Basic Passages: Genesis 12:1-7; 17:1-21 
Focal Passages: Genesis 12:l-4a; 17:1-8

The convenant God made with Noah did not 
bring an end to the moral and spiritual 
deterioration of mankind. The writer of 
Genesis highlights the tragic situation by 
relating the way Noah disgraced- himself 
(Genesis 9:18-27). Noah represents the state 
of humanity which has 
not been transformed 
from its sinful nature.
An appropriate 
response to God’s 
gracious act in the 
Noahic covenant has 
not been made. 
However, God will not 
abandon His creation 
in a judgment which 
would bring about its 
annihilation. Instead Jones
He determines to begin a course of events 
which would produce its redemption. He will 
establish a people through whom He will 
reveal and effect His redemptive purpose. 
This establishment has its beginning in the 
call of Abraham.

The call (12:1)
Abraham was born in the city of Ur of the 

Chaldees. His father, Terah, led the family 
from Ur to Haran, a city in northern 
Mesopotamia. When one compares this 
passage with Stephen’s allusion to Abraham’s 
call in Acts 7:2 and considers the intention of 
Abraham’s family to migrate to Canaan 
(Gen. 11:31), the conclusion is drawn that the 
call of Abraham possibly occurred in two 
parts. Perhaps Abraham received his initial 
call in Ur and moved under the leadership of 
his father as far as Haran. Evidently, Terah 
decided to settle in upper Mesopotamia on the 
route from Babylonia to Canaan. At Haran, 
Abraham received the renewal of the call 
from God and begins his journey toward the 
land of Canaan.

The call requires him to abandon all the 
natural securities of his life — his land, his 
clan, and his immediate family. He is to en
trust himself to the God who will provide him 
with guidance and fulfillment. This invitation 
indicates the following life of pilgrimage for 
the Hebrew people who are to be sojourners 
toward the realization of God’s plan and goal.

The p'romise (12:2-4a)
The divine promise includes the three 

features of possessing a land, becoming a 
great nation, and being a blessing to the 
peoples of the earth. The main theme of the 
promise is indicated in the five variant uses of 
the word “blessing.” Although the blessing is 
addressed to Abraham, the welfare of those 
outside the blessing is just as deeply involved. 
Their attitude toward the blessing of God 
upon Abraham will determine their own 
destiny. The blessing comes from the 
gracious initiative of God, but man must ap
propriate that blessing. Man will receive 
judgment or salvation depending upon his at
titude toward the historical work of God.

In contrast to the effort of man to make a 
great name for himself as in the instance of 
the builders of the Tower of Babel, God will 
now give a great name to Abraham. The 
greatness of Israel will reside in the God who 
will effect the salvation of man through His 
activity in history. Abraham and his descen
dants will serve as the mediator through 
which God will channel His blessings to the 
world.
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The renewal (17:1-2)
Evidently the formalizing of the covenant 

described in Genesis 17 is the ceremonj 
described in Genesis 15 or a reaffirmation oi 
it. The formal ceremony acknowledges the. 
serious commitment being made.

Twenty-four years after the promise oi 1 
many descendants, Abraham and Sarah hac I 
produced no heir. Following the custom of the I 
time, Sarah offered her handmaid, Hagar, t( 
her husband, and Abraham fathered a chik 
by her. However, God had rejected this child 
Ishmael, as the heir of the promise He ex 
pec ted to fulfill through Abraham. Abraharr 
had bypassed the way of faith. Now an ever 
greater crisis of faith had been created for 
Abraham and Sarah in their advanced age.

In the midst of the crucial test, God visit- 
Abraham and identifies Himself as “th< 
Almighty God” a designation to convey th< 
limitless resourcefulness of God to fulfill Hi: 
promise. Abraham receives the assuranci 
that in his personal situation, marked b- 
physical limitations, God will still keep Hi: 
pledge.

Abraham receives the imperative to wall 
before God and to live a blameless life — lif< 
in which a person is unreservedly devoted t< 
God and committed to obedient service 
Abraham who was waiting on God to act 
receives the word that God awaits his action 
He is called upon to surrender himself to i 
deeper life of trust and obedience to matcl 
the expectation he has toward God.

The name (17:3,5,15)
Abraham responds with a submission to thi 

will of God who had affirmed and challenger 
him. In openness, he awaits God’s fresh word 
Abraham and Sarah are given new names 
These names were intended to serve as i 
reminder of God’s faithfulness to keep Hi: 
covenant with them.

In the Old Testament a new name suggest: 
a new relationship. When Jacob submitted t< 
the Lordship of God over his life, God changer 
his name to Israel. The new name foi 
Abraham meant the initiation of a new age ii 
which God would establish a new people 
through him.

The universal and everlasting (17:4,6-7)
The promise Abraham received was fulfill 

ed in the subsequent generations of thr 
Hebrew people. This perpetual covenant was; 
to endure into the indefinite future. When thr 
ultimate revelation of God came in Jesus 
Christ, the universal and everlasting ’ 
significance of the covenant with Abraharr 
became apparent in the Church. The promise 
that the Gentile nations would be converted tr 
the God of Abraham was fulfilled.

The sign (17:9-10)
Just as Noah had received the sign of the 

rainbow, Abraham received the physcial sigr 
of circumcision. However, unlike the sigr 
given to Noah, this sign is the human ap 
propriation of the covenant established bj 
God. By the observance of this rite, the people 
are responding to the divine commitmen’ 
with wholehearted devotion to Him.
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life and work series
Lesson for Sept. 14 Alcohol experts have immobilized

1
r

s 
e
e 
s
e 
y
s

U 
e 
0: 
>

1.
a 
h

ei

*
5

; •

Growth in knowledge
By James M. Porch Jr., pastor 

First Baptist Church, Tullahoma
Basic Passage: 2 Peter 1:1-11 
Focal Passage: 2 Peter 1:1-11

To study Simon Peter’s life and writings is 
to learn of a man who grew in his knowledge 
of Jesus Christ. When Peter wrote with an 
obsession to share in “the divine nature” of 
Christ, he was radically different from when 
he fished in the waters of Lake Galilee. In his 
day by day life with 
Jesus, Simon had ex
perienced intervals of 
development and 
periods of regression. 
Yet by the time he 
composed his second 
letter to Asian Chris
tians, he had advanced 
sufficiently to instruct 
them in Christian 
maturity. The pupil 
had become a teacher.
Introduction (verses 1-2) Porch

the divine being of God. This was a worthy 
quest and insured liberation from a lifestyle 
bound to corruption.

The scope of growth (verses 5-7)
Once Peter stated God’s growth expecta

tions for His people, the apostle moved im
mediately into a list of successive and sequen
tial links in the chain of Christian develop
ment. He wanted to stimulate the believers to 
ceaseless effort in cooperation with God’s 
grace. Such intentional activity necessitated 
a foundation of faith in Jesus Christ. Real 
faith, while never static or passive, is a 
pulsating truth in God that is increased and 
generously supplemented by this progression 
of selected graces. The initial link is virtue, 
human moral energy that emanates in 
courage and vigorous action. The knowledge 
which follows is practical understanding of 
what to do in a time of decision. Temperance,

efforts of churchmen, Wood says
SHAWNEE, Okla. (BP)—Arguing by ex

perts over the causes and solutions of alcohol 
abuse has immobilized churchmen, says an 
alcohol expert who has called for more people 
in the church to wake up and do something.

John Wood, who coordinates alcohol educa
tion and action for the Southern Baptist Chris
tian Life Commission, told participants from 
Baptist associations throughout Oklahoma 
that alcohol abuse is a moral issue and Chris
tians must provide the leadership to solve the 
problem.

Wood said the emphasis in alcoholism treat
ment has shifted to less institutionalization 
and more community involvement. The result 
is that these alcoholics are now out in the 
community, and many are not getting any 
help.

“Christians are under the mandate of the 
gospel to minister to these persons,” he said. 
“The first step for the church is to realize that 
because we as Christians value people, we 
can take the leadership in the area of alcohol 
education and action. We need not be in
timidated by the experts. We have the 
capability for developing expertise in the

children about alcohol. “What better way to 
do alcohol education than in the climate of 
love, acceptance, and the gospel?” he asked.

In addition to majoring on prevention in 
alcohol education, Wood urged churches not 
to fail to minister to families where there are 
drinking problems.

“Alcohol touches very nearly every fami
ly in the nation in some way,” Wood said. “As 
the church takes seriously the mandate to 
heal society’s hurts, it will find itself working 
with people who have alcohol-related prob
lems.”

“Alcohol abuse is a moral issue, and simply 
stating factual data fails to get to the heart of 
the matter,” Wood stressed.

“The fact that 19 percent of youth 14 to 17 
years old are problem drinkers doesn’t alarm 
our generation of young people who have yet 
to discover that alcohol is an addictive and 
very dangerous drug.”

The Southern Baptist ethicist urged the par
ticipants to enter the political arena to com
bat alcohol. “We need patience and commit
ment because we are in for a long battle,” he 
said.

Peter was not hesitant to share his dual and 
complimentary identities. He was owned by 
God as a constant and obedient servant 
simultaneous to his activity as a believer sent 
forth with the message of Christ. The apostle 
recognized and declared his affinity with his 
readers for they, Peter and the readers, were 
both recipients of equal grace.

The apostle wasted no space or time in
troducing his subject. His first letter concen
trated primarily on the present threat of suf
fering. The second epistle, written shortly 
after the first, focused on the future and 
previewed the possibility and potential for 
development in personal understanding of 
Jesus Christ. He enticed his readers by pro
claiming that nurture in spiritual realities 
was to be a continued pilgrimage resulting in 
a harvest of the dual blessings of receiving 
God’s presence through grace and sharing a 
profound sense of blessed peace.

The intention of growth (verses 3-4)
According to Peter, God has supreme and 

superb aspirations and hopes for His people. 
They could share in the divine nature of Jesus 
Christ. The origin of such development was 
the recognition that a generous God through 
His energy gave everything sufficient and 
necessary for the good life. God’s many and 
varied blessings provided the practical stuff 
necessary for His people’s aggressive in
volvement in day by day life. In essence, 
God’s everything for life was Christ, alive in a 
person. All benefactors of God’s benevolent 
allowances for life had received their 
sustenance by knowing God as revealed in 
Jesus Christ. The divine glory and human vir
tue of the incarnate Son of God called out per
sons to come to Christ. In the vibrant relation
ship with Christ, astonishing treasures of pro
mises were discerned, all being God’s hopes 
for the good life for His people. All these pro
mises were realized in the personal lives of 
the people, the recipients became sharers in

better translated as self-control, covers all 
the appetites man struggles to control. Such 
self-mastery produces the ability to patiently 
endure a heavy load even under difficult cir
cumstances. Such a trait of perseverance can 
set the scene for true piety, a state of con
scious submission of human will to divine 
will. Only in such a relationship to God can 
brotherly kindness be affected. The presence 
of abiding personal affection for others is the 
evidence of a developing Christian love - the 
final link in the chain.

moral dimensions of alcohol abuse.”
Wood said that the church should take the 

lead in teaching abstinence by having alcohol 
education in the church. He said competent 
lay persons can hold workshops in their local 
churches to teach parents how to talk to their

Organ For Sale
B-3 Hammond Organ and Leslie 
900 Tone Cabinet. Mint Condition. 
Includes Cables and Bench, Pedals 
and Covers. $3500. Larry Perkins, 
901/632-0196 or 632-1267.

The effects of growth (verses 8-9)
Growing up in the Christian faith has 

definite predetermined results. If the listed 
qualities are both natural and spontaneous in 
the believer’s life, he cannot be idle or barren. 
Instead he will actively pursue his Christian 
calling. However, if the same attributes are 
absent, the believer will be limited as a short
sighted person. He will be confined and con
stricted in his spiritual vision.

The human means for growth (verses 10-11)
God causes human growth, but He expects 

human intent in the venture. Human coopera
tion involves diligence which is concentrated 
and urgent exertion. The believer who active
ly participates in his calling with such effort 
will never be tripped up in life. Quite the con
trary, he will never fall out on the way in his 
pursuit of the kingdom of God.

Sun heats baptistry 
in California church

ROSAMOND, Calif. (BP) - First Baptist 
Church of Rosamond has installed a solar 
heated baptistry with good results.

The baptistry, designed and installed by 
Howard Wilkerson, a high school agriculture 
teacher and solar hobbyist, cost about $650. 
Wilkerson said any plumber could install it.

Louis Rideout Jr.
accepts pastorate

Louis Rideout Jr., who has been serving as 
interim pastor of Grandview Baptist Church 
in Nashville for the past two months, was 
called recently as pastor of that congregation.

A native of Michigan, he was raised in Ken
tucky. Pastorates have included: First Bap
tist Church, Mt. Orab; Antioch Baptist 
Church in Henderson, Tenn.; Grace Baptist 
Church in Tullahoma; Mt. View Baptist 
Church in Antioch; Macedonia Baptist 
Church in Owensboro, Ky.; and Hyland Bap
tist Church in Henderson, Ky. While serving 
in pioneer mission field, he led Mt. Calvary 
Baptist Church in Euclid, Ohio, and Lakeview 
Baptist Church in Vermilion, Ohio.

While in Ohio, he was first vice-president 
for the state convention, and was active in 
associational work. From 1974 until 1980 he 
was in full-time evangelism.

Rideout attended Southern Baptist 
Theological Seminary in Louisville.
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I 1123 Church Street, Suite 408
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Welcome to

CENTRAL BAPTIST CHURCH of BEARDEN
BILL BRUSTER, Th. D., Pastor 

6300 Kingston Pike at Deane Hill Drlve/Knoxvllle, Tennessee 37919

8:25 A.M
8:35 A.M Bus Stop, Clement Hall

• CHANCEL FURNITURE
Includes: Masonry and wood construction, social area, 

offices. classrooms, nursery, choir, robe rooms, baptistry, 
steeple, carpet, and Sanctuary with padded pews.

Morning Worship. 
Sunday School... 
College Luncheon

Area Representative:

DON SOWDER
115 Hardaway Drive 

Goodlettsville, Tenn. 37072 
615/865-1070

Call Toll Free 800-446-0945

SCHEDULE OF SERVICES 
SUNDAY

... 9:00 A.M. Church Training...
.. 10:30 A.M. Evening Worship... 
..11:30 A.M.

WEDNESDAY
.. 5:00-6:45 P.M. Prayer Service

FAMILY ACTIVITY CENTERS 
Steel or masonry from 520/sq fl.

CHRISTIAN SCHOOL DESIGNS
4 classrooms and larger

Write or call for FREE information and brochures
(803) 268-7297 (803) 268-7090

floRTHWAY 
CONTRACTORS

P.O. Box 591
IlNVe Taylors, SC 29687

Over 100 buildings constructed In Southeast

Fellowship Dinner..

This complete church, and 
others, designed, built, and 

furnished on your lol, average 
price $3O/sq. ft We design for 

seating 130 to 1600 
(Not prefabricated)

STUDENT BUS SCHEDULE
Melrose and Hess Hall 8:30 A.M.Bus Stop, Presidential Complex

BUILD t 
BUILD 
BUILD

Ml
lUjiicbarqer

CHURCH FURNITURE 
I AND STAINED GLASS

LYNCHBURG. VIRGINIA 24502

• CHAIRS • PEWS-
• CUSHIONS

6:00 P.M.
7:00 P.M.

7:00 P.M.



Page 12 Baptist and Reflector September 10, 1980

Chaplain ministers to teens at Kansas City fun park
By Mike Chute

KANSAS CITY, Mo. (BP)—As Jerry Cain 
walks through the gates at Worlds of Fun, he 
steps into the lives of 1,400 teenagers. They’re 
the ones most of the millions of patrons never 
notice, the ones who actually operate the Kan

CHOO CHOO CHAPLAIN—Jerry Cain, chaplain at the Kansas City amusement 
park Worlds of Fun, talks with engine operator Ed Henrion, a retired railroad 
engineer. Henrion seldom misses the Sunday morning Bible study that Cain 
leads.

Church in Indiana continues
16-week revival experience

By Norman Jameson
NEW ALBANY, Ind. (BP)-On Sept. 3, 

Graceland Avenue Baptist Church started 
week 16 of a four-day revival meeting. No end 
is in sight.

When revivalist Jim Hylton, pastor of Lake 
Country Baptist Church in Fort Worth, Tex., 
approached the end of a revival week that 
began May 18, Graceland asked him to con
tinue another week because the response had 
been so good.

There was no overflowing attendance. 
There were no great numbers making profes
sions of faith or other public decisions, 
although 259 such decisions did occur in the 
first 14 weeks.

But there was an outpouring of the spirit of 
God that defied explanation, say church staff 
members and others involved with the 
meeting. They speak of deliverance, healing, 
salvation, and a spirit unprecedented in their 
experience.

“It’s a once in a lifetime experience for 
me,” said Hylton who has become something 
of a revivalist since 1966 when his church in 
West Plains, Mo., had a dramatic revival. His 
wife’s astigmatism was healed then, he said, 
adding he has never publicly invited people to 
seek healing until the Graceland meeting.

People have come to the meeting from all 
over the country, as far as California and 
South Carolina. Many have claimed healing. 
Fred Hubbs, pastor of Arlington Baptist 
Church in Jacksonville, Fla., came and says 
he was healed of constant, excruciating pain 
that had haunted him for two years.

Hubbs, who suffers from neuropathy and 
cardiovascular disease affecting the joints 
and their connecting tissues, says he could 
hardly walk. He took 100 pain pills a week and 
wore an electric probe on his back to divert 
the pain signals from his legs before his brain 
could register them.

In the pastor’s study following services 
June 19, Hylton and Graceland pastor Elvis 
Marcum, both friends of Hubbs, and others, 
laid hands on Hubbs, and prayed for his heal
ing. Since that time he says he has had no 
pain. He has resumed normal activities and 
golfed 18 holes on July 4.

“I can’t explain it. God just took it (the 
pain) away,” said Hubbs, a former executive 
director of the Baptist State Convention of 
Michigan. Aware that such testimonies of 

sas City fun park.
As he makes his “rounds” in the amuse

ment park, Cain spots a youngster he hasn’t 
seen before. “Hi, I’m Jerry Cain, the chaplain 
here. What’s your name?” The words flow 
smoothly and unintimidating. “Well, Shelly, 

healing are rare in Southern Baptist ex
perience and are often met with skepticism, 
Hubbs said, “For us to think that God doesn’t 
do it, I don’t know, we’re strange.”

Hubbs and others who have attended the 
meetings, including Gene Medaris, editor of 
the Indiana Baptist newspaper, have been im
pressed at the low-key approach of the prin
cipals. There is no “fanfare or hocus pocus” 
as Hubbs said.

Hylton said he is just “ministering the 
Word” and preaching Jesus and that this is an 
example of real revival which is “the Lord 
Himself simply being Himself.”

“Our churches are in such a state spiritual
ly that the Lord has to purge and cleanse and 
clarify and that’s what He’s doing here,” 
Hylton said. Though the public decisions 
made at the church have not been massive, he 
said that for weeks, 20 to 50 people each day 
were accepting Jesus as Saviour in their 
homes during visits from church members. 
Another 300 to 400 young people became 
Christians during the church’s summer camp 
program.

The meetings are conducted Wednesday 
through Sunday. Hylton returns to Lake Coun
try for Sunday service and pastor Marcum 
preaches at Graceland. Hylton said it doesn’t 
matter who the preacher is because the 
revival is not centered on any personality. 
The revival continued during a two-week 
absence when Hylton went to Korea to help 
conduct a crusade.

Marcum himself testifies to an incident of 
divine healing. In March 1979 he nearly died 
from a massive coronary. In August, doctors 
told him he could qualify for 100 percent 
disability because three-fourths of his heart 
was damaged. During a personal retreat, 
Marcum felt the Lord telling him he could be 
healed. In December, Marcum’s doctor said 
he could no longer clinically prove that Mar
cum had even had a heart attack.

Dean Scott, an associate pastor at 
Graceland, said the revival is “just like what 
you read about in the book of Acts and in the 
life of Jesus.”

The meeting is scheduled to go through 18 
weeks but may continue. “This type of thing 
may be the beginning of a revival that will 
spread through Indiana and the midwest,” 
said Hubbs. “I hope so. It’s needed.”

we have Bible study every Sunday morning. 
Come join us, we’d love to have you,” he en
courages.

That scenario is re-enacted many times 
during the morning, many times with the 
same results. There will be a wide smile, a 
recognition, and an “I’ve heard about you 
(from the other kids)”, and “I’ll try to make 
it.”

The Bible study is just one of the ways Jerry 
Cain ministers to the largest concentration of 
employees in Kansas City and one of the 
largest in Missouri. More than 75 percent of 
the teenagers are high-schoolers.

To the teen-age staff, Cain is a friend, a con
fidant, a big brother. He’s someone they can 
talk to, share their frustrations, vent their 
feelings and uncertainties. He rejoices with 
them over their successes, and cries over the 
heartaches. In short, he is trusted by these 
youth who by nature tend to be mistrusting.

“Love is the most powerful force 
available,” Cain explains. “These kids will 
always respond to love.”

Last year the administration at Worlds of 
Fun got concerned about the employees’ 
spiritual welfare so it polled the workers. The 
majority of the employees said Bible study 
would make their work more enjoyable.

That was all it took and now three mornings 
a week—Thursday, Saturday and Sun
day—the director of Christian ministries at 
William Jewell College dons his chaplain’s 
hat.

Even though the project is Baptist- 
supported, Cain’s “purpose as chaplain is to 
represent the Christian faith, not to be 
denominationally oriented,” he says, adding 
that kind of dogmatism would be counter
productive.

Cain checks in with personnel director John

Sunday School teacher in Kentucky 
completes 68 consecutive years

By Gail Rothwell
LOUISVILLE, Ky. — Eighty-six-year-old 

Hettie Simpson has spent 68 consecutive 
years teaching Sunday School, 37 years work
ing in the church office, and 52 years in 
Woman’s Missionary Union at Victory 
Memorial Baptist Church here.

She was WMU president for nine years.
Mrs. Simpson began teaching junior boys in 

1912, but was later moved to the adult 
women’s department where she has taught 
ever since.

Victory Memorial recently graded their 
Sunday School and assigned Mrs. Simpson to 
teach adult women 70-73.

In her 3,536 Sundays of teaching Mrs. Simp
son has missed less than 100 Sundays. She 
describes her determination to keep teaching 
as “bulldogish-stick-to-itiveness. ’ ’

“In my mind I resign every Sunday,” she 
said, “but then I tell myself you’ve just got to 
keep on keepin’ on.”

Mrs. Simpson teaches because she feels it is 
the best way she can use her abilities to serve 
the Lord. “When I was a teenager, I wanted to 
be a missionary to China, but my health in
terfered with those plans and I had to find a 
way to serve God at home,” she explained.

Mrs. Simpson remembers taking the first 
series of teacher training courses offered by 
the Southern Baptist Sunday School Board. 
“That course affected my outlook toward 
teaching,” she said.

“I remember one statement that said a 
good Sunday School teacher never goes out on 
Saturday evening, but always prepares for 
Sunday and then gets a good night’s rest.”

For this reason Mrs. Simpson never goes 
out on Saturday and spends most of her days 
preparing for Sunday. In addition to the 
Saturday preparation, she spends an average 
of three hours a day reading related 
materials.

Some of Mrs. Simpson’s most vivid

Thompson every day to learn of problems or 
new developments. Thompson uses the 
chaplain as a sounding-board for personnel 
motivation ideas.

“I hope through the ministry, these kids 
will come face to face with Jesus Christ as 
Lord,” Cain says. "I hope they will learn 
Christian disciplines such as honesty, pa
tience, dependability, openness, and 
friendliness.”

Cain’s approach is subtle, yet at the same 
time he realizes the need for urgency. On 
Thursday and Saturday, he walks through the 
park making new friends, encouraging old 
ones, and then seeking out those with special 
needs. He keeps a record of each visit so he 
can follow it up.

He talks to a boy whose sister has come 
through major surgery. “He’s having a pro
blem dealing with it,” Cain says. “That’s just 
one of the crises I deal with.”

He visits another boy who is active in Youth 
for Christ; he has no church affiliation but is 
regular at Bible study. A girl tells him her 
father gets up with her every morning and 
they have Bible study together before she 
goes to work. He encourages another boy who 
provides a ride to work for a young interna
tional student at Jewell and a product of Bap
tist missions. He asks another about the 
health of an expectant wife and the baby.

And after all the contacts, all the visits, all 
the problems, Cain leads the Sunday morning 
Bible study which the employees otherwise 
would not have.

On his way out the gate, Cain stops and 
talks to a young girl who runs the shooting 
gallery. “Dierore, remember Bible study 
every Sunday morning at 8 o’clock,” he 
reminds. “Since you work on Sunday morn
ing, you probably don’t get to go to church so 
we’d love to have you.”

AN EARLY BIRD—Mrs. Hettie Simp
son, 86, arrives at Victory Memorial 
Baptist Church a half hour before Sun
day School starts to organize her 
thoughts before teaching.

childhood memories are of her first Sunday 
School teacher, 83 years ago. “I can still 
remember her name, how she looked, and 
that she taught me the memory verse ‘God is 
Love,”’ she explained.

“I’ve only had four Sunday School teachers 
in my whole life. The rest of the time I have 
been a teacher.”

Mrs. Simpson noted that one disadvantage 
to teaching so long is that “after 68 years you 
run out of new illustrations.” But her class 
members don’t seem to mind. Several women 
have been in Mrs. Simpson’s class for 50 
years.


