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Mission gifts pass 
goal for 11 months

Cooperative Program reaches 
$12-million with month left

With one month remaining in the budget 
year, Tennessee Baptists are in good position 
to pass the $13-million basic Cooperative Pro
gram mission giving goal and enter the Bold 
Mission challenge section, according to Tom 
Madden, executive secretary-treasurer of the 
Tennessee Baptist Convention.

Missions gifts through the Cooperative Pro
gram through 11 months (November 
1979-September 1980) have reached

TBCH names Doster
to new position

The Executive Committee of the Tennessee 
Baptist Children’s Home Inc. named Dean 
Doster, associate pastor of Englewood Baptist 
CYvurch in Jackson, as that institution’s direc
tor of development and public relations. He 
was appointed during the committee’s meeting 
Oct. 7.

In his new position, 
which he is scheduled 
to assume Nov. 1, 
Doster will direct pro
motional activities, 
plan and direct 
authorized capital 
funds campaigns, and 
plan and develop pro
motional materials for 
the Mother’s Day Of
fering and for other programs and offerings.

A native of Carroll County, Tenn., Doster is 
a graduate of Bethel College in McKenzie. In 
1978, he earned the master of religious educa
tion degree from Southern Baptist Theological 
Seminary in Louisville. He has done additional 
study at Mid-Continent Baptist Bible College 
in Mayfield, Ky., the University of Tennessee 
at Martin, and Memphis Theological 
Seminary, Memphis.

Before assuming his present position, he was 
pastor of Allen Baptist Church in Brownsville 
and pastor of churches in Kentucky and 
Greenfield, Tenn. Active in associational 
work, he has served on several committees and 
as clerk.

Doster will work with E. B. Bowen, ex
ecutive director-treasurer, TBCH.

WMU to hear change 
involving by-laws

A recommendation involving a change in 
Tennessee Woman’s Missionary Union by
laws is scheduled to be presented at the Ten
nessee WMU Annual Meeting Nov. 10, 
according to Mary Jane Nethery, state WMU 
director.

The recommendation concerns the selection 
of the nominating committee, Miss Nethery 
said.

The WMU will meet at Central Baptist 
Church in Johnson City.

$12,080,772.55, Madden noted. This is 
$164,105.88 or 1.4 percent above the 11-month 
basic budget goal. The goal for 11 months 
would be $11,916,666.67 (eleven-twelfths of 
$13-million).

After the $13-million basic budget goal is 
passed, the additional Cooperative Program 
gifts will be divided this way, according to the 
budget approved by messengers to the 1979 
TBC: 35 percent will be shared with missions 
and ministries supported through the Southern 
Baptist Convention’s Cooperative Program 
(the same percentage as in the basic budget); 
22.75 percent for TBC educational institu
tions; and 42.25 percent for creative Bold Mis
sion ministries in Tennessee.

Madden observed that if October receipts 
were to follow the average month of this 
budget year, there would be about $180,000 
received in the Bold Mission challenge section.

The $12,080,772.55 given through the 
Cooperative program during the last 11 mon
ths are 9.8 percent more than the 
$11,003,559.10 given during the same 
llmonths of the previous budget year. This is 
an increase of $1,077,213.45.

September’s mission gifts through the 
Cooperative Program were $1,294,120.27 —the 
sixth highest month in TBC history. This 
amount is 19.5 percent of $210,786.94 above 
the 1979-80 monthly goal of $1,083,333.00.

The September 1980 receipts were far ahead 
of the $729,544.78 given through the 
Cooperative Program in September 1979.

“I continue to be overwhelmed by the mis
sions commitment of Tennessee Baptists,” 
Madden stated. “This commitment is- 
expressed in the consistent support of Ten
nessee Baptist and Southern Baptist mission 
causes through The Cooperative Program.”

Historical group 
to give award

In an effort to recognize persons who have 
made significant contributions to Tennessee 
Baptist history, a Tennessee Baptist Heritage 
Award will be presented at the annual conven
tion in Johnson City next month.

The award will be given to a nominee who 
has made a significant contribution on a state, 
associational, or local church level.
Anyone may submit a person’s name with a 
biographical sketch, list of written works, ma
jor accomplishments, and other pertinent 
data, according to R. R. Turner, Carson- 
Newman College in Jefferson City.

Other members serving on the selection 
committee are Eugene Cotey, Murfreesboro; 
William Dodson, Martin; and Mrs. Kiefel 
Henry, Crossville.

Deadline for nominations is Oct. 28, and the 
recipient will be asked to attend the Tennessee 
Baptist Convention to receive the award. 
Nominations received after the deadline will be 
kept and considered for future awards.

GIBSON CHURCHES GIVE TO UNION — More than 30 churches in the Gibson 
County Association have donated Christmas in August funds to build a missionary 
residence at Union University. Director of Missions Ken Sparkman (right) 
presents the check to Bob Agee, Union's dean of religious affairs. A $60,000 
house will provide a home for a foreign missionary on furlough who will teach at 
Union and counsel with students.

James Dunn chosen to lead
Baptist Joint Committee

WASHINGTON (BP) — James M. Dunn, 
director of the Christian Life Commission of 
the Baptist General Convention of Texas for 
the past 12 years, was elected unanimously as 
executive director of the Baptist Joint Com
mittee on Public Affairs.

The Texas native will assume the top post of 
the Washington-based organization Jan. 1, 
1981.

Dunn’s election followed the unanimous 
recommendation of a 10-person search com
mittee charged with finding a successor to 
James E. Wood Jr., who left the Washington 
position June 1 to return to the faculty of 
Baylor University, Waco, Tex.

Responding to his election, Dunn promised 
an “aggressive, broad-based” approach to 
government relations by the Baptist Joint 
Committee, an agency supported jointly by 
eight U.S. Baptist conventions and con
ferences.

He declared his first priority is “faithfulness 
to religious liberty and church-state separa
tion” and said that the current church-state 
scene is characterized by a “blurring of the 
lines” among church people confused over 
present developments and by growing govern
ment intervention in church affairs.

Dunn, a Fort Worth native, earned a 
bachelor’s degree from Texas Wesleyan Col
lege, Fort Worth, B.D. and Th.D. degrees 
from Southwestern Baptist Theological 
Seminary, Fort Worth, and a Ph.D. from the 
University of London. He currently serves as a 
trustee of Southern Baptist Theological 
Seminary, Louisville.

In addition, Dunn is a member of the Ad
visory Council of Americans United for

Separation of Church and State, national 
board member of Bread for the World, and on 
the governing board of the Interreligious Task 
Force on U.S. Food Policy.

Dunn has co-authored or contributed to 
four books and written for a number of jour
nals and periodicals. He is a correspondent for 
Sojourners magazine and has been a guest 
editorial writer for the Dallas Times-Herald.

Phil Strickland, Dunn’s associate in Texas 
has been named interim director of the BGCT 
Christian Life Commission.

JAMES M. DUNN
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Baptist Joint Committee 
impugns new right move

WASHINGTON (BP) — A public affairs 
agency representing nine Baptist groups has 
issued a statement questioning the “present 
linkage of powerful religious forces and par
tisan politics.”

In a position statement on the dangers of 
civil religion, unanimously adopted at its semi
annual meeting, the Baptist Joint Committee 
on Public Affairs warned that “the current ac
tivities of the religious right may pose a more 
dangerous threat to the American principle of 
church-state separation than any previous 
movement.

While urging all Baptists and other citizens 
to work for political causes and candidates, the 
statement cautioned against “judging can
didates as ‘Christian’ or ‘non-Christian,’ 
‘moral’ or ‘immoral’” on the basis of highly 
selective, essentially political rankings by the 
religious right.

The statement cited historic Baptist commit
ment to the constitutional provisions for 
church-state separation and no religious test 
for public office, and called on voters to “ex
amine candidates both on the basis of their 
personal character and on the basis of their 
public positions.”

“A careful look at the so-called new right 
reveals that the persons and ideas bearing that 
label are really the old extremists, both 
religious and political,” said James M. Dunn, 
elected at the meeting to become executive 
director of the Baptist Joint Committee.

Dunn, who has been director of the Texas 
Baptist Christian Life Commission since 1968, 
said, “There’s a particular danger in this 
linkage because it lends a thin veneer of virtue 
to the rigid and outworn economic and 
political theories of the past.

“God is minimized in any marriage of 
religion and politics,” said Dunn, who will 
assume his new duties Jan. 1, 1981. “We wind 
up making God the national mascot and that’s 

Ervin Hastey's guiding hand moves 
FMB evangelism into a 'new day'

RICHMOND, Va.— Ervin Hastey likes to
help other people realize their dreams.

That’s probably because most of the people 
he’s worked with during the last 25 years were 
national Baptist leaders who shared his own 
dreams for evangelizing their countries.

As a missionary to Mexico and Panama, he 
helped nationals plan special projects in 
evangelism and church growth while earning 
for himself the reputation of being a quiet, ef
fective leader.

If he’s not the take-charge type, it’s because 
he doesn’t see taking charge as the successful 
route in mission planning. He’s a soft-spoken 
goal setter and goal reacher. Hastey’s idea of 
mission planning is to begin by asking others, 
“What do you want to do?” and “How can I 
achieve it?”

So at a time when the Southern Baptist 
Foreign Mission Board wants to emphasize 
that its No. 1 priority is evangelism and church 
growth, the board is turning to Ervin Hastey.

As part of what he calls “a new day in mis
sion planning,” Hastey has been named the 
board’s consultant for evangelism and church 
growth. In that role he will train four regional 
consultants in strategic areas around the 
world. They will work with national leaders 
and missionaries on the field in long-range 
planning for Baptist missions.

Two of the consultants have been named— 
Farrell E. Runyan in Africa and William L. 
Wagner in Europe and the Middle East. All 
four are expected to be on the field by Jan. 1.

Hastey is excited about the departure from 
the tried-and-tested. The regional consultants, 
he said, will mean that evangelism planning 
will be taken out of Richmond to where it 
should be done—on the field. “There’s just no

civil religion at its worst.”
An additional warning on the impact of the 

merger between the religious right and right
wing politics was sounded by Alabama Con
gressman John Buchanan, a Southern Baptist 
minister. The 16-year House veteran says he 
was defeated in the September Republican 
primary largely because of efforts by Moral 
Majority, a conservative political organization 
headed by Lynchburg, Va., electronic preacher 
Jerry Falwell.

‘‘I was the first real victim of a movement 
that is very much alive in the United States and 
that is looking for many other victims,” 
Buchanan said.

The religious right, Buchanan said, is 
‘‘greatly encouraged” by his defeat but added 
“their main target is President Jimmy Carter.”

During the meeting, Elizabeth J. Miller, 
general secretary for issue development in na
tional ministries, American Baptist Churches, 
U.S.A., was elected chairman of the Baptist 
Joint Committee. She is the first woman to be 
selected to that post.

Others elected included C. J. Mallory Jr., 
general secretary of the Progressive National 
Baptist Convention, as first vice-chairman; 
John Binder, executive secretary of the North
American Baptist Conference, as second vice- 
chairman; and R. G. Puckett, executive direc
tor of Americans United for Separation of 
Church and State, as recording secretary.

In addition to adopting a record budget of 
$353,995 for 1980-81, the Baptist Joint Com
mittee passed a resolution commending Porter 
Routh for his term of service as interim direc
tor of the Washington-based agency. The 
former executive secretary-treasurer of the 
SBC Executive Committee will conclude his 
service Oct. 31. Between that date and Dunn’s 
arrival in January, John W. Baker, the 
agency’s general counsel and research director, 
will be in charge of day-to-day operations.

way we can plan in Richmond what needs to be 
done in Thailand or in any other part of the 
world,” Hastey adds.

Lewis Myers, under whom Hastey will be 
working, agrees. “The concept represents 
some of the most exciting kinds of things 
Southern Baptists have been involved in in 20 
years,” he says. “It is a shoring up of the com
munication channels.”

He emphasized Hastey is not to be a consul
tant helping organizations of missionaries con
duct evangelism crusades. Instead, he is to be a 
consultant to the evangelism and church 
growth processes of the missions.

Hastey has expressed concern that not 
everything being done in the religious arena to
day contributes to evangelizing the lost and 
establishing New Testament churches. “We 
feel that the organization we are setting up will 
help accomplish this to an extent never seen 
before,” he said. “We are not out to corner 
the market on world evangelism, but we do 
know that big crusades have got to be related 
to the church.”

He said evangelism can’t really be effective 
unless it brings people into church life in some 
kind of fellowship where they can really learn 
what it means to be a Christian.

BAPTIST AND REFLECTOR 
brings you news first

Golf honors given 
in TBC tournament
Mike McGough, pastor of First Baptist 

Church in Whitwell, won top honors at the re
cent Tennessee Baptist Convention 1980 Golf 
Tournament. Held at Henry Horton State 
Park, McGough won the championship flight 
over five other contenders.

Winners in other flights included: Claude 
Babb, pastor at Memorial Baptist Church, 
Johnson City, first flight; Dale Rouse, Hunts
ville, Ala. pastor, second flight; Fred Fleenor, 
LaFollette, third flight; Bud Guinn, a member 
of First Baptist Church in Franklin, fourth 
flight; and Allen Buhler, pastor of Southside 
Baptist Church in Lebanon, fifth flight.

Winners in flights six through 10 are: Hugh 
Chambliss, director of missions for Huntsville 
(Ala.) Baptist Association; Laurin Suiter, 
pastor of Northside Baptist Church, 
Clarksville; John McGinnis, pastor of First 
Baptist Church, Readyville, N.C., a former 
pastor of Bell Avenue Baptist Church in Knox
ville; Harlan Reynolds, pastor of First Baptist 
Church in LaFollette; and Mike Prowse, direc
tor of missions, Stone Association.

Virgil Peters, pastor of Unaka Baptist 
Church in Johnson City, reported that 110 
men played in the tournament.

The 1981 tournament is scheduled to be held 
at Henry Horton, Sept. 25-26, Peters said.

Youth to hear information 
on careers during seminar
“Listen...God Speaks” will serve as the 

theme for the 1980 Christian Career Con
ference scheduled for Nov. 7-8 at Camp 
Linden, according to Johnnie Hall, state 
church training director.

Young people attending this once-a-year 
conference will have the opportunity to par
ticipate in learning experiences involving their 
future vocations, Hall emphasized. Addi
tionally, they will hear “The Belmont 
Reasons,” singing group of college students 
from Belmont College in Nashville.

Daniel Aleshire, assistant professor of 
church and denominational ministry at 
Southern Baptist Theological Seminary in 
Louisville, Ky., will give an overview of the job 
market, including trends and opportunities, 
when he speaks to the group Friday night. His 
topic will be “Space Odyssey 2001.” Aleshire 
served as a pastor, Baptist Student Union 
director, a minister of youth and a research 
scientist before assuming his present post at 
Southern. He has written many articles on the 
ministry and has focused much of his writings 
on youth people in changing times.

Information on nine church-related voca
tions will be emphasized by representatives of 
the particular fields.

October 8, 1980

Radio-TV Commission 
hires Brittingham

FORT WORTH, Tex. — Jerry L. Brit
tingham, Christian television producer, has 
joined the Southern Baptist Radio and Televi
sion Commission as consultant, creative 
resources.

In this position, Brittingham will act as ad
visor oh commission television productions for 
national networks, local churches, state con
ventions, Baptist associations, and denomina
tional agencies.

Brittingham is a graduate of Carson- 
Newman College, Jefferson City, and attended 
the University of Georgia, Athens, and Golden 
Gate Theological Seminary, Mill Valley, Calif.

He has founded and served as president of 
two production companies, Christian Televi
sion Productions Inc.., and Double B. Enter
prises Inc., Athens, Ga. Under his direction, 
these companies contracted the services of 
television stations in Knoxville, Atlanta, Ga., 
and Portsmouth, Va., as well as production 
companies such as Opryland Productions, 
Nashville, and Shadowfax Communications, 
Los Angeles, to produce several TV series and 
specials.

Brittingham has been director of student ac
tivities at Carson-Newman College, associate 
pastor of Elmhurst Baptist Church, Hayward, 
Cal., and interim pastor of several churches in 
Georgia.

Osta Underwood, Nashville attorney, will 
speak to the group on other vocations. She will 
emphasize group daily work, how a person can 
be used as a witness, what bosses expect, good 
work policies, and relationships.

Miss Underwood is currently in private law 
practice in Nashville. She is a former legal 
counsel for Mutual Benefit Life of Nashville. 
She is a member of the Tennessee Bar Associa
tion, the American Society of Charter Life 
Underwriters, the National Association of 
Women Lawyers, and numerous other 
organizations. An active member of the Bel
mont Heights Baptist Church in Nashville, she 
is a teacher in the Sunday School singles’ 
department.

Bea Rolle, an international student at Bel
mont College, will share her testimony. Major
ing in elementary education at Belmont Col
lege, Miss Rolle plans to return to her home in 
the Bahamas to teach. Testimonies will also be 
given by Craige Steele, former Tennessean, 
now a missionary to Porto Alegre in southern 
Brazil. Before Steele was appointed by the 
Foreign Mission Board in 1975, he was 
minister of education at First Baptist Church 
in Cookeville.

The first session of the conference will begin 
Friday at 7:30 following dinner at camp. 
Saturday sessions are slated for 8:15 a.m. and 
1:15 p.m. The conference will close following 
dinner Saturday night.

OSTA UNDERWOOD
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A MILESTONE — Entertainer Jerry Clower (left) and Jimmy Allen (right), presi
dent of the Radio-TV Commission, present an award of appreciation to Bill Payne, 
president of KTFX-FM radio station, Tulsa, Okla. The station was the 1,000th sta
tion to air ''Country Crossroads," the commission's country music-interview pro
gram on which Clower is a host.

Foreign missionaries coll
for 1,900 reinforcements

Interfaith panel questions 
'Christian Right' politics

WASHINGTON (BP) — Jimmy Allen, 
former Southern Baptist Convention presi
dent, led an interfaith panel in issuing a warn
ing against the partisan politics of the “Chris
tian Right.”

While affirming the right of all Americans, 
including the Christian Right, to involvement 
in the political process, the Protestant, 
Catholic, and Jewish leaders protested the par- 
tisan activities of such grofips as Moral Majori
ty and Christian Voice during a news con
ference held at the National Press Club. They 
also criticized labeling political positions as 
“Christian” or “unchristian” and attempts to 
build a “Christian republic.”

Allen, now president of the Southern Baptist 
Radio and Television Commission, described 
the new right as a “very complex constellation 
of people,” who are not new, “because many 
of them have been around for a long time in 

. the political right and have found a new place 
to work in the religious electronic world.”

Contending that persons on the extreme 
right and left have both the right and respon
sibility to hold and share points of view in “the 
marketplace of ideas,” Allen said they do not 
have a right to “label their political solutions 
as the Christian answer and reject as unchris
tian those who address the problem’s solution 
in another way.”

Right-leaning organizations, such as Chris
tian Voice, Jerry Falwell’s Moral Majority, 
and The Roundtable, have garnered heavy at
tention in the political arena this year. The 
Roundtable is headed by Southern Baptists Ed 
McAteer, a Memphis businessman, and Texas 
Evangelist James Robison.

Although Falwell and Moral Majority claim 
to be non-partisan, the Lynchburg, Va., televi
sion preacher has publicly announced he plans 

Ito vote for Republican presidential candidate 
Ronald Reagan. Christian Voice is more overt
ly partisan in its endorsement of the 
Republican nominee through its “Christians

, for Reagan” organization.
Decrying such activity, Allen said the princi

ple of separation of church and state was never 
meant to “produce a bloc vote for a particular 

[candidate or party in the name of religion.”
He said such an attempt “damages the chur
ches by creating a political test for religious 
fellowship,” and “damages the state by pro
ducing a religious test for public office.”

George G. Higgins, a Catholic priest and un
til Sept. 1 a long-time public affairs specialist 
for the U.S. Catholic Conference, was also 
critical of the Christian Right’s “highly par

tisan approach” which he described as 
“strangely selective and extremely simplistic.”

Rabbi Marc H. Tanenbaum of the American 
Jewish Committee expressed concern over ef
forts by the new right to establish a “Christian 
republic.”

Pointing to the writings of Thomas Jeffer
son, Benjamin Franklin, and James Madison, 
Tanenbaum challenged the assertion of some 
new right spokesmen that the nation’s 
founders envisioned such a Christian nation.

Tanenbaum further commended the 
writings of the nation’s founders to Southern 
Baptist Convention President Bailey Smith 
and “others who share his views about unifor
mity of conscience and religion.”

The Jewish leader said Smith’s comment in 
August that God does not hear the prayer of a 
Jew “is not only religiously presumptuous and 
morally offensive, it is dangerous to the future 
of our democratic pluralistic society.” 
“He is saying, ” Tanenbaum added, “not only 
that the Jewish people have been living a 
religious lie for 4,000 years across 30 civiliza
tions, he is also saying that because they are 
religiously invalid there is no place for them in 
presidential inaugurations or political conven
tions and ultimately there is no place for them 
in democratic America.”

Despite the attention given right-leaning 
religious groups, their impact on the American 
political scene this year remains uncertain, 
Allen said.

“I think it’s impossible to know until Nov. 4 
how many people are going to listen to that 
trumpet,” said Allen. He predicted the 
number of new right followers is “not nearly 
as many as those sweeping figures” being 
touted by Falwell and others.

Philippine bombing incident 
injures Baptist preschooler

MAKATI—A student at International Bap
tist Church’s preschool was injured in a mid
September bombing in Makati, Philippines, a 
suburb of Manila. Two-and-a-half-year-old 
Gareth Thomas suffered lacerations, a broken 
foot, and a torn finger.

He and his mother, Denise Thomas, were 
among a crowd of shoppers at a department 
store when the explosion occurred. He was 
flown to Singapore for emergency surgery in 
an attempt to prevent amputation of his foot, 
according to his father British Petroleum ex
ecutive David Thomas. Southern Baptist Mis
sionary Doris Parkman directs the preschool.

RICHMOND, Va. (BP)—Southern Baptist 
missionaries are requesting more than 1,900 
new missionaries for 1981 and want most of 
them to be directly involved in evangelism and 
church growth.

They are asking that 72 percent of the career 
missionaries requested, plus 61 missionary 
associates and journeymen, have primary 
assignments of winning people to Christ and 
starting churches.

Missionaries submitted a record 1,009 job 
requests, which translates to more than 1,900 
people because most jobs will be filled by 
couples. Besides evangelism and church 
development specialists, they are asking for ad
ditional missionaries to work in education, 
health care, mass media, business services, 
community development, and other areas.

Last year they made 873 job requests, 
representing 1,526 persons, but fewer than one 
out of four such requests is expected to be met 
by appointments this year.

The urgent need for more missionaries was 
emphasized as members of the Foreign Mission 
Board’s personnel selection department and 
office of overseas operations met Sept. 29 to 
discuss priority requests in the board’s eight 
geographical areas.

Priority requests were made for a general 
evangelist, a seminary professor, a student 
worker, and a religious education promoter in 
Korea, where 20,000 Koreans became Chris
tians during crusades last June, climaxing a 
major cities evangelization project in that 
country.

But only one missionary couple for field 
evangelism has been appointed to Korea since 
1974, in spite of unprecedented response dur
ing that time, according to George H. Hays, 
director for East Asia. In 1978 alone, 48 chur
ches were begun.

The Korea Baptist Convention also has ex- 
pressed a need for people such as the religious 
education promoter for Taegu, to train the 
large numbers becoming Christians there, said 
Samuel M. James, associate to Hays.

The convention asked that the seminary pro
fessor have a doctoral degree and credentials 
which equip him to help develop a graduate

Boyd Roberts elected 
in Union Association

Messengers to Union Baptist Association, 
meeting in annual session recently, re-elected 
Boyd M. Roberts, pastor of Ole Bethel Baptist 
Church, as their moderator.

Elected to serve with Roberts were: vice
moderator Thomas Farmer, pastor of Green
wood Baptist Church; treasurer Greg Boston, 
a member of First Baptist Church in Sparta; 
and clerk Mrs. Donna Farmer, a member of 
Gum Spring Baptist Church.

According to Director of Missions Johnnie 
Lee, the 1981 sessions will be held at First 
church, Sparta, Oct. 1.

25 YEARS OF PERFECT ATTENDANCE
—James Stowe, right, was honored 
by members of First Baptist Church in 
Bemis for 25 years of perfect atten
dance in Sunday School. Richard 
Askew, Sunday School director, 
presented the special pin.

school at the Korea Baptist Theological Col
lege, Taejon. Few other job requests called for 
doctoral degrees, but all stressed the need for 
qualified personnel.

“Requests from missions have underscored 
the necessity for adequate training, solid ex
perience in church work prior to appointment, 
and a high sense of calling to the missionary 
task,” said Louis R. Cobbs, director of the 
personnel selection department.

In some countries, missionaries made priori
ty requests for general evangelists although 
visa problems have prevented any new mis
sionaries from entering the country in recent 
months. Missionaries in Indonesia, 
Bangladesh,-"and Malaysia all have requested 
that new church planters try to obtain visas, 
said William R. Wakefield, director for south 
and southeast Asia. Missionaries in 
Bangladesh have also requested an agricultural 
evangelist to carry on programs of animal 
husbandry, fish production, and silkworm 
culture, development projects which could 
help to improve relations with the Bangladesh 
government.

In Africa, requests for 21 missionaries in 
Zimbabwe reflected renewed opportunities in a 
country where missionary activity had been 
limited by seven years of guerrilla warfare. 
Since the war ended and a majority govern
ment was installed last spring, the Zimbabwe 
mission is seeking to restore a missionary force 
which dwindled to half its pre-war size. Mis
sionaries requested workers in all categories, 
but a request for a professor for the Baptist 
Theological Seminary, Gwelo, reflected the 
Zimbabwe convention’s priority on seminary 
training for future Baptist leaders.

Although most requests fell into the 
evangelism and church development category, 
mission groups also made priority requests for 
missionaries in other fields. In health care, for 
example, they requested 41 career missionary 
physicians, 18 career nurses and 22 other 
career health professionals. Hospital ad
ministrators for Nalerigu, Ghana, and Barran- 
quilla, Colombia, were singled out as especial
ly urgent. Both Brasington and Betty Kay 
Abell, administrative assistant for west Africa, 
stressed that physicians in those hospitals are 
having to assume administrative duties which 
limit their practice as physicians.

A host and hostess who speak some Por
tuguese were requested to deal with the large 
numbers of volunteers coming to Brazil as part 
of a partnership evangelism project between 
that country and Texas. The couple would free 
missionaries who are having to leave other 
duties to care for volunteers in Rio de Janeiro, 
said Thurmon E. Bryant, director for eastern 
South America.

Of the total requests, 816 could be filled by 
career missionaries, 130 by missionary 
associates and special project medical workers, 
and 146 by missionary journeymen. Mis
sionary associates are persons between 35 and 
59, employed for a renewable four-year term. 
Special project workers are medical profes
sionals employed for one year. Missionary 
journeymen are college graduates 26 or under 
who spend two years working alongside career 
missionaries overseas before pursuing a career 
in the United States.

Carl Bates to join 
Southern seminary 
LOUISVILLE, Ky (BP) — Carl E. Bates, 
president of the Southern Baptist Convention 
in 1971-72, will become senior professor of 
pastoral ministry at Southern Baptist 
Theological Seminary, effective Feb. 1.

Bates, pastor of First Baptist Church of 
Charlotte, N.C. for 21 years, has been presi
dent of both the Texas and the North Carolina 
Baptist state conventions. He is a member of 
the General Council of the Baptist World 
Alliance.

Bates is a graduate of Mississippi College, 
Clinton.



October 15, 1980
Page 4 Baptist and Reflector

EDITORIAL

Another progressive step
This week the Baptist and Reflector takes another 

step which will help your Baptist state paper to fur
ther increase its quality, attractiveness, and 
timeliness.

Starting with this issue, the typesetting and layout 
will be performed in the publication’s office at the 
Baptist Building in Brentwood. This gives us more 
control over the news and design of the paper — right 
up to the time it goes on the press each Monday night.

We have purchased a Compugraphic 7500-11 and 
supportive equipment which is being used to set the 
type each week through a computerized photographic 
system. All of the articles in this week’s paper were 
typeset on our own equipment.

To the average reader, there may seem to be very 
little difference in this week’s issue than in those of 
previous weeks. (This is basically the same equipment 
that our paper has been typeset on by the commercial 
firm who has been preparing our publication).

However, now the type and the line spacing is
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slightly larger, which should make the articles more 
readable. Our new system will also offer a wider 
variety in headline sizes, which will provide a more at
tractive appearance.

Now that the Baptist and Reflector is put together 
in our office, our final deadline for late news and pic
tures will be Monday afternoon, rather than early 
Monday morning. This will make it possible for us to 
publish later news — especially in reporting those 
events which occur during weekends.

By purchasing our own typesetting equipment, we 
will be able to provide a quality publication at less 
cost than having the composition done commercially 
as in the past. This savings is making it possible for us 
to reduce our pre-printing production costs, thereby 
offsetting increased costs in printing.

The part of the subscription prices which goes for 
production and printing will remain at the same level 
as in the last two years. We will continue to pass 
postal increases — as these occur — on to our 
subscribers as we have done in the past.

As we take this new step, we express our apprecia
tion for the support and encouragement from the 
Baptist and Reflector’s Board of Directors, from the 
Executive Board of the Tennessee Baptist Conven
tion, and from YOU, our readers.

GUEST EDITORIAL

It is happening
By C. R. Daley, editor 

“Western Recorder,” Middletown, Ky.
Those who tend not to take seriously the current effort of super 

conservatives to capture and control the Southern Baptist Con
vention and state Baptist conventions should read a letter written 
by Judge Paul Pressler to “friends” just after the St. Louis con
vention in June. Pressler is the Houston layman who along with 
Paige Patterson, director of the Criswell Institute of Biblical 
Studies in Dallas, is directing the strategy in this takeover effort.

The letter is on official stationery of the 14th Court of Civil 
Appeals of Texas though its contents are confined to Pressler’s 
denominational political activities. The use of official Texas 
government stationary for such purposes seems inappropriate 
even if it is assumed the stationery, the postage, and the clerical 
help was paid by Presler, instead of by Texas taxpayers. Nothing 
is said in the letter about who paid for it.

In the letter Pressler rejoices in the “tremendous” victory at St. 
Louis which “surpassed all expectations.” He'regards the officers 
elected and resolutions passed as confirmation that God is 
blessing his efforts.

And Pressler’s efforts related to St. Louis obviously were 
extensive. He thanks all those whose sacrificial efforts to attend 
the convention resulted in the victories.

All this shows how wrong some of us were who though the 
decision of Adrian Rogers not to be nominated for a second term 
and the reported reprimand of Patterson by W. A. Criswell for 
his political tactics would make the convention in St. Louis a 
quiet and routine one. Pressler’s homework was so effective that 
any moves by Rogers and Criswell made no difference.

Pressler’s letter clearly indicates his objective is not only control 
of the Southern Baptist Convention, but control of state conven
tions. Half of his letter is devoted to plans for the Texas state con
vention this fall, including instructions on how to qualify 
messengers.

In Texas, Pressler selects two targets for attack — the Baptist 
Standard, which is the Texas Baptist state paper, and Baylor 
University, where he promises trouble if a professor is not 
dismissed.

Nor is Pressler content with designs to1 control Southern Bap
tists and Texas Baptists. He has contacted like-minded persons in 
every state and by now has a network of pawns. This man is not 
to be taken lightly. He is an astute political strategist, having 
already proven he knows how to manipulate convention 
messengers.

There is no precedent in Southern Baptist history for such a 
brazen and determined effort to take over conventions and con
trol of their agencies on the national and state levels. We tend to 
say it cannot happen — but it is happening. Those who read these 
words and only sit by and let it happen can never say they were 
not told what was happening.

One of the joys that comes occasionally to a 
denominational worker is serving as a guest 
preacher when a church is without a pastor, or 
the pastor is away on vaction or in a revival.

In Baptists’ traditional terminology, this is 
called “supplying the pulpit.”

But, the guest preacher also has a problem, 
along with the blessing.

Quite often, he is going to a church where he 
has never been and — depending on how well 
he does — where he may never go again. 
Knowing nothing about the needs of the con
gregation, the visiting speaker is usually at a 
loss on what are the specific needs of the 
church. Very seldom is the speaker assigned a 
topic for a Sunday message.

This uncertainty about a sermon theme can 
be both good and bad. It is bad if the guest 
minister happens to hit on a subject that is 
already controversial within the congregation. 
But it just might be good, since hopefully the 
message can be used by God to impart some 
new light.

Then there is the fear that he might preach 
on the very same text or subject that was pro
claimed last Sunday. Many times I have sat in 
those uncomfortable pulpit chairs, and that 
thought has crept into my mind. About all you 
can do is trust that the impression you have 
had while preparing the message is from the 
Lord, and surely He knows what was preached 
last week!

As you sit there during the early part of the 
service, you look over the faces in the con
gregation. At least, you get some idea about 
the church’s membership — a lot of young 
families, perhaps, or mostly senior adults, etc.

There is the temptation to examine those 
nameless faces, to see if some of them look like 
Aunt Dora, or a neighbor down the street, or if 
you just met them in the hall and are supposed 
to remember that they invited you to dinner.

Last Sunday I was impressed when the 
layman who led the morning prayer at Gallatin 
Road Baptist Church in Nashville specifically 
prayed for the guest preacher — that I would 
be used of God to preach His message to the 
needs of the people present. This was most 
reassuring to the speaker.

I always like those lay-led prayers. We 
ministers are too often bound by “churchy” 
phrases that we think impress God. Laymen 
often sense God’s presence in a more personal 
way.

I recall several months ago being in a church 
service in Tennessee when the layman who led 
the offertory prayer really jolted me. As he 
prayed for the guest speaker, he asked God to 
“eliminate his mind.” I really think he meant 
to “illuminate” my mind, but that was what it 
sounded like to me.

On the way home that afternoon, the more I 
thought of his prayer, the more I liked it!

Paul’s admonition to the Philippians was 
“to let this mind be in you which was also in 
Christ Jesus” (Philippians 2:5).

That passage goes on to describe that 
“mind” or “attitude” this way (Good News 
Bible):
He always had the very nature of God, but He 

did not think that by force He should try to 
become equal with God. Instead, of His own 
free will,He gave it all up, and took the 
nature of a servant. He became like man, He 
appeared in human likeness; He was humble 
and walked the path of obedience to death 
— His death on the cross.
After thinking it over, I believe that the best 

thing for any of us preachers is to have our 
minds eliminated and replaced by the mind of 
Christ!
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.dettent, to- Sditot...
Letters on any religion-related subject are welcomed. Letters of over 300 words 
will not be used. Other letters may be shortened at the discretion of the editor. 
No unsigned letters will be printed, but writer’s name will be withheld for 
sufficient reason. Letters must contain complete address.

'■Witness, not dialogue
Dear editor:

I would like to respond to the controversy 
created by Bailey Smith’s remarks concerning 
the Jews and prayer. Admittedly, Bailey 
should have been more sensitive to this issue 
and his remarks more carefully chosen. He 
may also be faulted in his limited view regard
ing the sovereignty of God.

However, there is a significant point which 
has been overlooked in this controversy.

The response of nearly every Southern Bap
tist has been couched in vague language. I 
believe the integrity of our witness is inundated 
by our unbalanced emphasis on dialogue. 
There are many Christian Jews who would 
agree with me.

Glenn Inglehart, head of the HMB interfaith 
relations department, suggested to a reporter 
that one of the major interests of his depart
ment “has been fuller recognition of the 
Jewish heritage of Jesus.” While it is impor
tant to explore the sources of bigotry and at
tempt to find common ground in the Scripture, 
the integrity of our witness should not be 
sacrificed. If the reporter interpreted Inglehart 
correctly and our agency’s primary concern is 
Jesus’ Jewish heritage, we had better re
examine our ministry to the Jewish people.

If we leave out the gospel, we merely placate 
and make people confortable with Jesus. The 
difference needs to be apparent. Jesus is either 
the Messiah and Saviour of the world, or He is 
not.

I sense there is more interest in dialogue than 
in a positive witness. We lack the offensive 
which is so important. As a Jewish friend 
remarked, “The most terrible act of anti- 
Semitism is to withhold the gospel from the 
Jew.”

Fred A. Steelman
353 Dayton Blvd.

Chattanooga, TN 37415

Trustees defended
Dear editor:

The men and women who serve as trustees 
of our Southern Baptist seminaries, as well as 
those of other SBC agencies, are responsible, 
competent and committed Christian stewards. 
They deserve better than unfair and ill- 
informed accusations. They deserve support 
through prayer, advice and counsel.

Our trustees are fully representative of 
Southern Baptist life and fellowship. They are 
Bible-believing, Christ-honoring, soul-winning 
Baptists! They serve as leaders in their local 
churches. They support and promote the 
world-wide missions outreach of Southern 
Baptists through the Cooperative Program, at 
the association, state and national levels.

Any attack which vilifies the character of 
our trustees, boards, and commissions is an at
tack on the integrity of all Southern Baptists. 
It jeopardizes the essential nature of our 
fellowship at every level and is an insult to 
those who support the Cooperative Program 
through sacrificial giving. It should be 
repudiated by Southern Baptists with an ap
propriate reaffirmation of all those dedicated 
men and women who serve Southern Baptists 
so well!

Russell Dilday Jr., president, Southwestern 
Seminary,

Milton Ferguson, president, Midwestern 
Seminary

Landrum P. Leavell II, president, New 
Orleans Seminary

W. Randall Lolley, president, Southeastern 
Seminary

Duke K. McCall, president, Southern 
Seminary

William M, Pinson Jr., Golden Gate 
Seminary

Truth with boldness
Dear editor:

Thank God for men like Bailey Smith who 
aren’t afraid to speak the truth, but with 
boldness can say with Peter, “We ought to 
obey God rather than men” (Acts 5:29).

There is one gospel (I Corinthians 15:1-4) 
and one way (Acts 4:12), and God’s Word 
warns us if we preach another (Galatians 1:8).

God does not hear sinners(John 9:31). From 
Cain until now, man wants to justify himself 
and go to heaven apart from the blood.

Mildred Woods
1811 Indian Hills Rd
Lebanon, TN 37807

Defends Smith
Dear editor:

I would like to stand behind Bailey Smith’s 
comment about Jewish prayers. He may not be 
up for a diplomatic award, but he is faithful to 
the Word of God.

It is not too suprising to see him condemned 
by the secular press, but I am ashamed of the 
attitudes of some Baptists. If we belong to a 
Baptist church because we agree that the Bible 
is God’s Word, and if the Bible says that there 
is only “one way,” then we are being less than 
honest to say otherwise, simply to be 
agreeable.

Is this an indication of anti-Semitism? I 
don’t think so. I love the Jewish people. Jesus, 
my very life, was Jewish. The Bible was given 
to us and preserved by the Jews. I weep for the 
Jews. I pray for the Jews. I love them too 
much to tell them that everything is all right 
with them in their relationship with God. You 
see, the Jews are lost. Without Jesus, they have 
no hope.

Any Christian worth his salt cannot honestly 
say that “Jewish” prayers are heard by God. 
To say so would make Jesus’ life, death, and 
resurrection absolutely unnecessary.

That is not to say that a Jewish person 
earnestly seeking God cannot be heard. Nor is 
it saying that what a Christian believes about it 
has anything to do with what is true. But if it 
makes no difference whether a person is a Jew, 
a Christian, or a Hindu, then why belong to 
any group?

The only thing Bailey Smith has done is to 
genuinely believe the Bible, to apply what it 
says to the Jewish situation, and to admit it 
openly. In America we are supposed to be en
joying free speech. Let us honor that right.

Mrs. Margie B.Farr
3223 Social Cir.
Chattanooga, TN 37415

God does hear
Dear editor:

The new president of the SBC, Bailey Smith, 
was recently quoted as saying, “God does not 
hear the prayer of a Jew.”

I would be interested in knowing where he 
got this information. In Romans 10:12-13 I 
read, “For there is no difference between the 
Jew and the Greek... for the same Lord is over 
all, rich unto all that call upon Him.” Isn’t 
“calling upon Him” prayer? I feel that it is!

Such a remark as Smith made will greatly 
hinder the work of our missionaries who work 
with the Jews over the world. It will also stir up 
strife and great resentment among the Jews.

Our SBC has made great plans for our Bold 
Mission Thrust for this decade, and we should 
all be talking, praying, and giving to the 
Cooperative Program to promote this great 
undertaking, if it is to succeed.

Lest we forget, Jesus told the Samaritan 
woman at the well, “Salvation is of the Jews.” 
Jesus Himself was born of Jewish lineage. 
Three of the four gospels were written by Jews.

The greatest missionary of all times was Paul, 
a Jew. He also wrote 14 of the 27 books of the 
New Testament. John was a Jew. He wrote the 
book of John, three epistles, and Revelation.

Moses, another Jew wrote the first five 
books of the Old Testament, He is considered, 
among knowledgeable students of the Bible, as 
the great law giver and was called the “friend 
of God,”

We could write a book about Abraham, the 
father of the Jewish nation.

We are indebted to the Jews for so much. 
May we always try to help them to “call upon 
the Lord” and I know that our God will hear 
them, for He is no “respecter of persons.” Let 
us have done with remarks that will hinder our 
missionary work with the Jews and get on with 
our plans for Bold Missions.

Mrs. L. E. Minton
32 Woodmere Apts., Genesis Rd. 
Crossville, TN 38555

Jesus, the Messiah

Dear editor:

Your Oct. 1 issue quoted Southern seminary’s 
E. Glen Hinson as stating that Jesus never 
openly claimed to be the Messiah. Specializing 
in church history rather than New Testament, 
perhaps he has forgotten the clear claims of 
Jesus in such passages as John 4:25-26 or Mark 
14:61-62 and its synoptic parallels. Or does 
Hinson make a distinction between “open 
claims” and private claims to the Samaritan । 
woman and the Sanhedrin? In either case, you 
have to be an “eisegetical acrobat” to escape 
the obvious import of these passages.

Though still without seminary and having 
nothing comparable to Hinson’s impressive 
training, I differ with conviction.

1 desire to proclaim our Saviour’s claims 
clearly, as every true minister must. 1 desire 
seminary study to do this more effectively, an 
atmosphere to prepare me for a spiritual task. 
But I hesitate to train for ministry where 
“honest scholars” cannot confidently assert 
Jesus' Messianic claims, where His true identi
ty may be questioned, or where the historical 
basis of His gospel can be in doubt.

John B. Draper
2400 W. Clinton, Apt. 36 
Goshen, IN 46526

Prejudice editorials

Dear editor:
I am concerned about the witness of our 

Baptist and Reflector.
Since our last Southern Baptist Convention, 

your editorials have not reflected very much 
Baptist thought or doctrine. Your 
“Tennessee’s non-conservative ’dummies’” 
editorial (Oct. 1) shows, through your implica
tions of another person’s statement, that you 
obviously have much prejudice in your heart. 1 
hope you do not feel this way toward everyone 
that loves our Baptist work enough to want to 
keep Christ-honoring trustees and employees 
in our denomination.

I am not defending Paul Pressler’s motives, 
but if there are NO Bible doubters in places of 
leadership in our convention, then why would | 
you make such an issue of this? We Southern 
Baptists have always taken a firm positive 
stand that the Bible is God’s Word. It troubles 
me to know we have an editor who publishes 
our paper with editorials and articles that polk 
fun at his brothers in Christ who make positive 
statements about God’s Word.

I challenge you to write editorials that are 
constructive and that would encourage Chris
tians and glorify Jesus.

I also wonder why there is all the critical 
publicity about Bailey Smith’s remark. Why 
try to bridge the gap between different faiths 
when we won’t love our own brother in Christ? 
I would like to see our Southern Baptist 
spokesmen help Bailey Smith explain to the 
world that we Baptists believe that without 
Jesus, there is no hope. Are we so quick to 
criticize that we forget the truth that we Bap
tists are commissioned to tell everyone that 

only through Jesus can man (Jew, Baptist, 
etc.) be reconciled to God?

May we as Baptists boldly stand for God’s 
Word!

Philip Lane
Rt. 1
Alexandria, TN 37012

Please re-read my Oct. 1 editorial. I join you 
in wanting “to keep Christ-honoring trustees 
and employees in our denomination” — rather 
than replace these with trustees who are en
dorsed by Paul Pressler and Paige Patterson, 
(editor)

Believe the Bible
Dear editor:

Bailey Smith has been criticized for his state
ment that God does not hear the prayer of a 
Jew. What does the New Testament say about 
prayer? In John 14:13 we read, “And what
soever ye shall ask in My name, that will I do, 
that the Father may be glorified in the Son.” 
In John 16:24 we read, “Hitherto have ye ask
ed nothing in My name; ask and ye shall 
receive, that your joy may be full.”

The New Testament teaches that our prayers 
are to be in the name of Jesus Christ. The 
religion of the Jews does not recognize Jesus as 
the Saviour that God sent.

Why don’t you people apologize to God, 
and to Bailey Smith and believe the Bible?

H. Franklin Brown
P. O. Box 14
Christiana, TN 37037

| Personal j
| perspective s
X BY TOM MADDEN f 
u TBC executive secretary (

I have been thinking recently about some 
things I wish, pray, and hope could be near at 
hand.

I pray for a cure for dreaded diseases. For 
example, the terrible shadow of cancer hangs 
over the heads of all of us. I seriously doubt 
there is a family anywhere in our nation that 
has not been touched by this awful disease. 
Loved ones, friends, 
fellow workers, and 
their families are in
vaded by this terrible 
malady.

I wish and pray for 
peace. As I write these 
lines, the world’s atten
tion is focused upon 
the Middle East where 
the war between Iraq 
and Iran could explode 
in a matter of minutes Madden 
into a world-wide affair. The struggle in 
Afghanistan and the uneasy truce in many 
other parts of the world form a backdrop of 
deep concern, anxiety, and prayer for all of us.

There are some things that may be near at 
hand. One of these is the imminent return of 
our Lord. I personally long for the personal, 
visible, triumphant, glorious return of Christ. I 
believe every one of us ought to look for Him 
every day. Death may be near at hand for us. 
All of us are going to die unless our Lord does 
return. The best medical science can do is to 
postpone death. The young die as well as the 
old; the well and also the sick. No one of us is 
exempt from the possibility of imminent death.

Over against the somberness of these things, 
there are some things of which I am sure. The 
one is that the Word of God will always en
dure. God’s Word shall never pass away. God 
is the eternal I AM. All time is present for 
God. Our souls shall never die; we shall live 
forever.

I take great faith and strength in the fact 
that some things are transient and some things 
are eternal and unshakable.
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Sally's unpolished frankness 
communicates at Woodmont
NASHVILLE — Sally is not a run-of-the-mill 
church communicator. In fact, she has gained 
the instant attention of entire congregations 
with her unpolished frankness in making an
nouncements or sharing Biblical truths.

Many guests speaking with such boldness in 
a worship service would be placed at the bot
tom of a list of platform personalities to invite 
again, but Sally’s popularity increases with 
each sarcastic remark.

The mystery of her appeal is not that dif
ficult to solve, for Sally is a puppet operated by 
Gloria Morrell, a partner in Puppet Power Co. 
Joe Morrell, Gloria’s husband and minister of 
music at Nashville’s Woodmont Baptist 
Church, serves as Sally’s “straight man.”

Speaking to participants in a recent pup
petry seminar sponsored by the Southern Bap
tist Sunday School Board’s church recreation 
department, Joe Morrell described their pup
pet ministry.

Sally makes announcements, tells Bible 
stories, and teaches songs and Bible verses. She 
has gone on mission trips, spoken at shopping 
centers, and visited in children’s Sunday 
School departments.

“Sally is just a tool,” says Gloria. “It’s 
what we teach people about themselves and 
about the Bible that’s important.

Iowa moves toward 
convention status

DES MOINES, Iowa (BP)—Two actions 
designed to move the Iowa Southern Baptist 
Fellowship to state convention status by Jan. 
1, 1983, were taken as messengers met in the 
annual fellowship meeting here Oct. 3-4.

Messengers approved the purchase of an of
fice building for $102,000, to house fellowship 
work, and accepted plans for a witnessing 
event called Project 55, designed to penetrate 
the 55 Iowa counties unentered by Southern 
Baptists.

Currently, Iowa has 63 churches and about 
9,000 members. To organize as a state conven
tion, a fellowship must have at least 70 chur
ches and 10,000 members.

Mike McCrocklin, evangelism leader for the 
fellowship, said Project 55 will be held as a 
joint effort with the Missouri Baptist Conven
tion, sponsoring convention for the 
fellowship. “We hope at least 30 new churches 
will result from Project 55, ” he said. “If that 
occurs, it could be a 50 percent growth in the 
number of churches of the fellowship.”

Messengers were told the churches of the 
fellowship baptized 770 persons in the 1979-80 
church year, compared with 620 the year 
before and 400 in 1977-78.

In other actions, messengers elected Michael 
L. McKinney, pastor of Ashworth Road Bap
tist Church of West Des Moines as president, 
succeeding Claude McFerron, pastor of Im
manuel Baptist Church of Waterloo.

Messengers also approved a budget of 
$441,765, of which $181,578 will be received 
from participating fellowship churches.

Messengers did not debate a strongly- 
worded resolution on doctrinal integrity, after 
McFerron, presiding officer, ruled the resolu
tion out of order, since the constitution of the 
1SBF contains the text of the 1963 Baptist 
Faith and Message statement.

The resolution, presented by Pat 
Shaughnessy, a former Baptist Student Union 
director at the University of Northern Iowa, 
now a resident of Ames, says the Bible is iner
rant “doctrinally, historically, scientifically, 
and philosophically.”

It also contained a section requiring “all 
denominational workers associated with the 
ISBF, whether directly hired...or under its af
filiation through other boards and agencies or 
entities, be in agreement with the resolution 
regarding inerrancy of the Scriptures.”

A person cannot do what Sally does,” she 
continued. “None of the things Sally says are 
wrong, but adults have a way of covering what 
they’d like to say. Sally’s purpose is to say out 
loud what we’re thinking but don’t say.”

Sally speaks with innocent sarcasm about 
events, flaws in the church, and imperfections 
in attitudes, but Gloria emphasizes that “satire 
without love loses its effectiveness. If she ever 
loses that quality of love, I don’t want to con
tinue that character any more.”

While Gloria has never had to bear the brunt 
of Sally’s disquieting remarks, she does admit 
that after an appearance she frequently gets 
comments such as “I got the point” or “that 
needed to be said.”

Sally never “goes after” anybody, but that 
doesn’t mean she doesn’t tease people “when I 
know I’m on safe ground,” Gloria says.

As director of Woodmont’s puppet team, 
Gloria feels that a character like Sally adds a 
special dimension to a church’s puppet 
ministry. “You need to look for someone who 
can ad lib and who doesn’t get flustered,” she 
said.

With Gloria’s creativity and Sally’s lack of 
bashfulness, routine communications need 
never be dull.

DOING HER THING — Sally shows 
participants at a recent church 
recreation seminar that an
nouncements don't have to be 
routine.

South Carolina fund raising drive 
multiplies hunger giving six times

COLUMBIA, S.C. (BP)—A new fund rais
ing program has helped South Carolina Bap
tists multiply last year’s gifts to world hunger 
more than six times.

The 1,705 churches of the South Carolina 
Baptist Convention had given a record 
$818,005 for world hunger as of Sept. 26, and 
the total is expected to top the $1-million mark 
by the year’s end, according to Flynn T. Har
rell, executive assistant for business affairs. 
That compares to some $125,000 the state’s 
Baptists gave last year for both hunger and 
disaster relief.

A key factor behind the dramatic increase is 
a program using plastic banks which look like 
bowls of rice. They were distributed to 144,000 
Southern Baptists across the state last year to 
place on the table for mealtime hunger offer
ings. It is the first time a state convention has 
used such a concept, which has been as effec
tive tool for some private hunger agencies.

Although the offering was to be collected in 
churches during World Hunger Day in August, 
funds continue to come in to the convention’s 
office in Columbia. “Judging by the way 
funds are coming in, we feel sure by the end of 
the year the total very easily could reach the 
$1-million mark,” Harrell said.

The plan adopted by the convention during

SHEDDING LIGHT — Home Missionary Do Shang Wong, whose name means "the 
way and the light," preaches, teaches, and ministers to Honolulu's Chinese com
munity. Photos by Everett Hullum.

Chinese pastor offers his people 
'the way and the light' on Oahu

HONOLULU—Do Shang Wong represents 
“the way and the light” to 12,000 Chinese
speaking people on the island of Oahu.

He left Hong Kong three years ago, after 
Nuuanu Baptist Church in Honolulu asked 
him to lead a mission aimed at reaching 
Honolulu’s Chinese community.

His efforts have resulted in a mission to the 
Chinese in their own language. Yet for Wong, 
those names mean “the way and the light,” the 
way has not been easy.

Wong accepted the position without discuss
ing salary.

“As a Chinese person, I believe if I ask how 
much they pay, then I come only for the pay,” 
he explains. Only after arrival did he discover 
he was to serve bi vocationally.

For the first two months, he slaved “like a 
coolie” as a butcher in Honolulu’s Chinatown. 
His wife, Wai Kuen, worked in a noodle fac
tory.

Six persons attended his first Chinese ser
vice; five were his family. But within four 
months, Wong quit his job to accept appoint
ment by the Hawaii Baptist Convention and 
the Southern Baptist Home Mission Board as a 
Chinese language missionary of the Nuuanu 
church.

Three years later his congregation has grown 
to 90 members, and Wong has activities for all 

its annual session in 1979 calls for funds col
lected during the offering to be distributed on 
a percentage basis: 85 percent to the Foreign 
Mission Board in Richmond, 10 percent to the 
Home Mission Board in Atlanta, and five per
cent for in-state use by the convention.

Originator of the program was Alastair C. 
Walker, pastor of First Baptist Church, Spar
tanburg, and member of the Foreign Mission 
Board. He introduced the concept to the con
vention while serving as its president last year 
and led in collecting funds for making a mold 
and other start-up costs.

“The drive to raise funds for fighting hunger 
has been a grassroots effort. Our people have 
responded positively to the concept from the 
beginning,” said Harrell. “There have been 
many stories of sacrificial giving by Baptists in 
our state, and we feel the entire experience of 
giving has been a good way of teaching sound, 
Biblical principles of stewardship and of ex
pressing concern for the hungry in a concrete 
way.”

Harrell said he cannot see that the offering 
has harmed Cooperative Program giving, 
though he added that a multiplicity of such of
ferings likely would have a chilling effect on 
missions giving through the Southern Baptist 
unified budget plan.

age groups almost daily.
But traditional Chinese religions—Bud

dhism, Taoism, and Confucianism—mingle 
with ancestor worship in a difficult-to- 
overcome mixture.

“Chinese people are so concerned about the 
family name, it is hard for them to give up 
worshipping the family,” says Wong. “All 
Chinese are the same; they know their family 
line for hundreds of generations, and the 
gravest betrayal of Chinese children to parents 
is not to continue the family line.”

So he concentrates on youth; 40 percent of 
the church is under 30. “They are more fresh 
and open,” he says. “Middle-aged Chinese 
have a purer family background, and it is more 
difficult for them to accept Jesus.”

Still, Wong encourages new Christians to 
“witness through love” and not break tradi
tional ties.

Wong doesn’t plan to fail in his attempt to 
establish a lasting witness among Oahu’s 
Chinese. And now, with the help of two-year 
mission volunteer Winnie Yiu, Wong has ex
panded the mission to include the Hawaii 
University community.

“I do not want to disappoint Nuuanu of the 
Home Mission Board for their faith in me,” he 
says. “I must serve as an example. I cannot 
win all Hawaii to Jesus, but I can help others 
realize the opportunity we have for reaching 
Chinese-speaking people.”

GROWING MINISTRY — Do Shang 
Wong and US-2 Missionary Winnie 
Yiu carry the message of Christ to 
12,000 Chinese in Honolulu's 
Chinatown.



October 15, 1980 Baptist and Reflector Page 7

Our People and Our Churches . . .
PEOPLE...

Four,men were ordained at First Baptist 
Church in Dandridge on Oct. 5. They are 
David Mark Dill, Ronald Wayne Woods, 
Alfred Benjamin Strand Jr., and James Ed
ward Seder. Robert D. McCray is pastor.

Sam Rawls was ordained as a deacon at 
Rock Springs Baptist Church in Greenbrier 
recently. Pastor Franklin Hall delivered the or
dination charge and the message.

In Hamilton County Association, Tom 
Manning was ordained as a deacon at Lookout 
Valley Baptist Church. Pastor Alan Johnston 
delivered the ordination sermon. Chairman of 
deacons for 1980, Jim Brackett, gave the or
dination prayer; and the current chairman, 
Milton Blevins, presented the certificate.

Deacon ordination services were held at 
Smith Springs Baptist Church Oct. 12 for Rus
ty Arp, Paul Coleman, and Lamar Reynolds. 
John Joslin is pastor.

Central Baptist Church of Bearden in Knox
ville ordained Wray Smith to the gospel 
ministry. Smith is associate director of mis
sions for the Knox County Association of Bap
tists.

One-hundred-and-nine-year-old evangelist 
J.F.Akers is scheduled to speak to members of 
New Providence Baptist Church in Loudon on 
Sunday Oct. 26. Akers is from Radford, Va.

Ivy Memorial Baptist Church in Nashville 
ordained Roland Cannon, Dennis Wayne 
Moss, and Frank Owen as deacons. James 
Hopkins is pastor.

Tom Boyd, Benny Nolen, and Billy Nolen 
were ordained as deacons at First Baptist 
Church in Lebanon. Ray F. Cleek is pastor.

Central Baptist Church in Chattanooga was 
scheduled to ordain Phil Chesney, Dale Parks, 
and David Potts as deacons. Brad Hillman was 
ordained to the gospel ministry in the same ser
vice. Jerry Songer is pastor.

Mike Anderson was ordained as a deacon at 
Stevens Street Baptist Church in Cookeville 
recently. Dewey Robinson is pastor.

Appreciation services were held at Calvary 
Baptist Church in Jackson for Mrs. Josephine 
DeLoach as she retired as church secretary. 
She served the church almost 30 years.

Owen Jarrett was licensed to the music 
ministry by Graceland Baptist Church in Mem
phis. E. Lowell Adams is pastor.

In Nashville, Westwood Baptist Church or
dained Jim Corley and Ricky Goodson as 
deacons. James M. Gregg is pastor.

Bradshaw Baptist Church in Pulaski ordained 
Dwight Bledsoe to the gospel ministry recently.

Ordination services were held Oct. 12 at 
Rover Baptist Church, Eagleville, for Charles 
Kincaid, Bill Collins, and Bill Hargrove. David 
Wall is pastor.

Richland Baptist Church near Cornersville 
ordained Robert Jones as deacon last month. 
Bob Vickers is pastor.

Valley View Baptist Church in Nashville or
dained Tom Smith as a deacon recently. 
Dwayne Sheumaker is pastor.

Nashville native Richard Roney is serving as

a chaplain aboard the USS Comte de Grasse 
and will return to Norfolk, Va. this month. He 
has served a six-month deployment on the In
dian Ocean and the Mediterranean Sea. In 
December, he plans to move to Chicago to 
work at the Great Lakes Training Base. A 
graduate of Middle Tennessee State University 
in Murfreesboro and Southern Baptist 
Theological Seminary, Louisville, Roney 
hopes to return to Tennessee next year and 
serve as a pastor.

Radnor Baptist Church, Nashville, ordained 
Claude Carroll, Rick Durham, and Ray Moore 
as deacons recently. Carroll Owen, Tennessee 
Baptist Convention, delivered the ordination 
sermon. Paul Durham is pastor.

Paul Wong, minister of Chinese at First 
Baptist Church in Memphis, was elected 
regional chairman of the newly organized 
Chinese Baptist Fellowship of the United 
States and Canada. The group was formed at 
the meeting of the Baptist World Alliance in 
Toronto in July.

Lester Lea, a member at Beech Springs Bap
tist Church in Polk County, celebrated his 50th 
anniversary in the gospel ministry recently. 
Lea served churches in Polk County and a 
church in North Carolina. For several years, he 
led Beech Springs Baptist Church at Old Fort. 
Other churches in Polk County included Shady 
Springs and Archville.

Members of First Baptist Church in Fayette 
ville honored Thelma Parks on the occasion 
of her 25th anniversary as church organist.

In Chattanooga, Brainerd Baptist Church 
ordained Clifford Fry, C.C. Green, Tom 
Meade, James Moore, Johnny Richardson,
Rod Robertson, and Amos Tollison as 
deacons. Winford L. Hendrix is pastor.

Cherry Grove Baptist Church, Holston 
Association, ordained Gordon Cox as a 
deacon recently. James Harris, director of mis
sions for that association, brought the 
message. Jimmy Rogers is pastor.

Randall Harmon was licensed to preach the 
gospel ministry by Central Baptist Church in 
Athens. Harmon is a student at Carson- 
Newman College in Jefferson City. Mike Ber
nard is pastor at Central.

Cecil Duncan, the new pastor at Manilla 
tist Chapel in Englewood, was ordained to the 
gospel ministry by East View Baptist Church in 
Etowah.

Members of Central Baptist Church in Oak 
Ridge honored their pastor, Filmore Strunk, 
on the occasion of his fifth anniversary as 
leader of that congregation. Participating in a 
special program in his honor were: Fred 
Postma, Betty Ellis, Steve Oliphant, Toy 
Gray, Bob Gray, and the pastor’s family.

Mr. and Mrs. Fred Wallace, members of 
First Baptist Church in Knoxville since 1931, 
celebrated 70 years of marriage last month. 
Douglas Watterson is pastor.

John C. McCoy was honored for 20 years of 
service as pastor of Pomona Baptist Church in 
Crossville recently. A gold watch was 
presented to him from members of the church.

Sept. 21, Grace Baptist Church, Elizabethton, 
ordained James Bailiff, Dean Guffey, Wayne
Muncey, Bill Powell, and C.B. Trivett as 
deacons. Chairman of deacons Harold Smith 

brought the charge, and Pastor Leslie L. Bruce 
preached the ordination sermon.

Mr. and Mrs. Lewis A. Collier, First Baptist 
Church, Martin, observed their 50th wedding 
anniversary at a reception recently. Bill Dod
son is their pastor.

LEADERSHIP...
Johnny Coleman resigned as music director 

at Smith Springs Baptist Church in Nashville. 
He has served there since July 1978. A lifelong 
member of that congregation, he will continue 
to serve there as a deacon, teacher, and church 
leader.

Allen Jones resigned as minister of music at 
Raleigh Baptist Church, North, in Memphis.

Charles Sullivan, pastor of Southland Bap
tist Church in Memphis for almost six years, 
resigned to accept the call of First Baptist 
Church in Port Arthur, Tex. Sullivan is vice 
moderator for Shelby County Association.

Golden Springs Baptist Church, Anniston, 
Ala. called Dunaway Conner, Broadmoor 
Baptist Church, Memphis, to serve as their 
minister of music and youth.

Mountain Terrace Baptist Church, Mem
phis, called John Alumbaugh as minister of 
music and education. He comes to the post 
from Ingram Boulevard Baptist Church in 
West Memphis, Ark. A native of that state, he 
received his training at Southern Baptist Col
lege, Walnut Ridge, Ark., and Memphis State 
University, Memphis, Tenn. Clint A. Oakley is 
pastor at Mountain Terrace.

El Bethel Baptist Church in Shelbyville called 
Lannie Johnson as music director. The church 
celebrated its 125th anniversary last month 
with all day services. Carl Bond 
is pastor.

First Baptist Church, Leeds, Ala. called 
Daniel E. Jones as minister of youth. Jones has 
been serving in a similar capacity at First Bap
tist Church in Sparta.

Three pastors announced their resignations 
recently from churches in Weakley County 
Association. They are Wade Kelly from Bible 
Union Baptist Church; James Morgan from 
Moores Chapel Baptist Church; and Dwayne 
Ervin from Old Bethel Baptist Church.

Speedway Terrace Baptist Church in Mem
phis called Lonnie Waller as homebound 
minister on a part-time basis. A student at 
Mid-America Baptist Theological Seminary in 
that city, he has been a member at Speedway 
for over a year. Ray Gilder is pastor.

Steve Witt resigned as pastor of Mountain 
Creek Baptist Church, Chattanooga, to 
become minister to single adults at Roswell 
Street Baptist Church in Marietta, Ga.

Sharon Baptist Church in Knoxville called 
Robert Bales as interim music director. James 
Robertson is pastor.

I

Robert E. Henley resigned as pastor of Hat- 
chie Baptist Church, Hornsby, to accept the 
call of Middleburg Baptist Church in Mid
dleburg, Vermont.

Gists Creek Baptist Church, Sevierville, called 
Ray F. Williams as interim pastor.

After an eight-year pastorate at Kidwell’s 
Ridge Baptist Church, Morristown, Robert 
Hopkins resigned as pastor.

CHURCHES...
First Baptist Church in Kingston honored 

Pastor Gary Marsh recently for 10 years of ser
vice to that congregation. He came to Kingston 
in 1970 following his graduation from 
Southern Baptist Theological Seminary in 
Louisville. His first three years with the church 
were as associate pastor. He was elected pastor 
in August 1973. He has served two years as 
moderator for Big Emory Baptist Association.

Grace Baptist Church in Morristown 
observed the church’s 45th homecoming an
niversary on Oct. 5. R. T. Roberts, a former 
pastor of the church, brought a special 
message. The afternoon service featured lunch 
on the grounds and special singing by the 
Crusaders Quartet from Church Hill. Earl Mc- 
Cosh is pastor at Grace.

REVIVAL
PRAYER REQUESTS...

Members of Valley Grove Baptist Church in 
Knoxville are holding revival services this week 
with Evangelist Ron Phillips. Phillips, pastor 
of Central Baptist Church in Hixson, is a 
graduate of Samford University in Birm
ingham and received the master of divinity and 
doctor of ministry degrees from New Orleans 
Baptist Theological Seminary, New Orleans, 
La.

East Laurel Baptist Church, Jackson, called 
Harry W. Hargrove as interim pastor.

Ridgeview Baptist Church, Chattanooga, 
called Mel Crosson as minister of education 
and outreach. Richard Dendler is pastor.

Charles W. Fant Hl, minister of youth at 
First Baptist Church in Memphis, resigned to 
accept a position with First Baptist Church in 
Atlanta. He will serve there as youth minister.

Gary Armstrong resigned as youth director 
at Stevens Street Baptist Church in Cookeville. 
He plans to pursue full-time study at Ten
nessee Tech University in that city. Dewey 
Robinson is pastor at Stevens Street.

TENNESSEAN AWARDED SCHOLAR
SHIP — Bob Brasher (right) is con
gratulated by Milton Ferguson, presi
dent of Midwestern Baptist 
Theological Seminary, Kansas City, 
Mo. for receiving one of 30 seminary 
scholarships.
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Bible Puzzle
Answers on page 10

ACROSS

1 Our refuge 
(Psa. 46:1)

4 Family members: 
colloq.

8 “and an — for con
firmation” (Heb. 6)

12 Honest —
13 Winter precipitation
14 “for necessary —” 

(Tit. 3)
15 Forest denizen
16 Timetable abbr.
17 Tore
18 “like unto whited —” 

(Matt. 23)
22 The tumeric
23 New Zealand timber 

tree
24 Exist
26 Women’s —
29 Doctor’s 

organization: abbr.
31 *'— the fig tree” 

(John 1)

62 Word with church 
or school

63 Old weapon
64 Guided

DOWN

1 The king’s seer 
(2 Chron.29:25;poss.)

2 Wind instrument
3 “shall descend into 

the —” (Rom. 10)
4 Manuscript: abbr.
5 “behold,----- and 

said” (Matt. 19)
6 Rust’s partner 

(Matt. 6:19)
7 Many bees
8 Christ died for them 

(1 Cor. 15:3;2 words)
9 Chemical suffix

10 Number
11 Presidential 

monogram
19 Of the Chaldees 

(Neh. 9:7)
20 Meadow
21 A watery solution, as 

of perfume
24 Most excellent
25 The Red
26 “as a —” (Isa. 62)
27 “----- daily”

(1 Cor. 15)
28 Large
30 Mature
32 Owed
34 Place where Jesus 

sat (John 4:6)
36 “For what is----- ”

(1 Thess. 2)
39 Even if: var.
41 Man (1 Ki. 1:8)
45 Enraged
47 Elevator sign
49 Road sign
50 Epistle writer
51 Irish river
52 Plunder
53 N.T. book: abbr.
54 Thoroughfare: abbr.
55 The sesame
60 Direction: abbr.

33 Entrance
35 Self-esteem
37 Gaddi’s father 

(Num. 13:11)
38 “through him — 

believe” (John 1)
40 Continent: abbr.
42 And so forth: abbr.
43 School subject: abbr.
44 Benjamin’s son 

(Gen. 46:21)
46 Descendant of Shem 

(Gen. 11:18)
48 “be a — of God” 

(John 9)
53 “he will — the one” 

(Matt. 6)
56 Philippine town 

division
57 Constellation
58 Discern it 

(Heb. 5:14)
59 Child’s toy: pl.
61 One: suffix

CRYPTOVERSE

BIUK WH V W

B J M R

WIQCRHK KWR

PIK HP KRBYZRU

Today’s Cryptoverse clue: Q equals W

To change or correct 
your address

Attach in this space your address 
label found on the front page of your 
latest copy of the BAPTIST AND 
REFLECTOR. Please give your new 
address below—including your zip 
code. When changing address, please 
give two weeks notice. Please write, 
do not call address changes to insure 
accuracy.

FIBER GLASS BAPTISTRIES
Repair Old and Build New

Call me, home phone 615-373-0710 
A.M. ASHBAUGH or write 

P.O. Box 22894, Nashville, Tenn. 37202

All correspondence relating 
to your subscription
should be accompanied by our address 
label. If you are receiving duplicate 
copies, please send both labels.

Address all requests to:

BAPTIST AND REFLECTOR
Post Office Box 347

Brentwood, Tennessee 37027

Name_________________________
Please Print

Address _______________________

City ___________________________

State Zip Code

Drexel
Church Furnishings

Pews, Pulpit and Chancel Furniture

Phone 704/322-8380
Dept. J. P.O. Drawer 2187 

Hickory, North Carolina 28601

FOR SALE
Two-manual Hammond Organ, full 
console and pedal band, 2 large 
Leslies.

Sealed bids being accepted 
Highest bid will be granted.

Send blds to:
First Baptist Church

P.O. Box 496 
Greeneville, TN 37743 

Bids accepted until Oct. 31, 1980. 
For information call (615) 639-3194

pulpit

QHK W

MQRZZRKW

W J P M U

By Jim Griffith
Church ushers, those unsung heroes of the congregation, are the friendly faces that 

often set the tone for the worship service.
Have you ever imagined what would happen if you entered a church that had a 

maitre d’ pew instead of a head usher? I can see him, standing at the door to the 
auditorium and asking: “Do you have a reservation?”

And church attendance would be adversely affected if the head usher stopped you at 
ithe entrance and told you there is a $10 admission charge and a two-prayer minimum.

Or suppose the ushers used cattle prods to make people sit in the first 10 rows! With 
this system, many persons would get the point even before the preacher started his ser
mon.

But the clincher would be if you had to tip the usher to get a seat in the back of the 
church. This arrangement might go a long way toward removing all church in
debtedness.

Rebellious heretics
By Herschel H. Hobbs

“Likewise also these filthy dreamers defile 
the flesh, despise dominion, and speak evil of 
dignities” (Jude 8).

Jude continues to portray the “ungodly 
men” of verse 4. “Likewise” refers to the 
judgements mentioned in verses 5-7.

They are dreamers who defile the flesh. 
“Defile” means to spot or stain as with sin. 
They “despise dominion.” “Despise” means 
to set at nought or to reject. They “reject 
authority” (RSV), and “speak evil” or 
blaspheme (speak insultingly against) 
“dignities” or glorious ones. The glorious ones 
could be both divine and human beings in 
authority.

Verse 9 is an illustration drawn from the 
noncanonicai Hebrew book of The Assump
tion of Moses. It is an account of what hap
pened when Moses died. The archangel 
Michael was sent to get his body. Satan also 
came, claiming that since Moses had murdered 
the Egyptian his body belonged to him. Satan 
was a ruler, though an evil one. “Disputed” 
renders an imperfect tense, showing that this 
went on for sometime.

But though the archangel came from God, 
he did not pronounce a reviling judgment upon 
Satan. Rather he said, “The Lord rebuke 
thee.” He left any reviling of rulers to God.

However, these heretics reviled whatever 
they did not understand, and spoke out of 
their instincts as “irrational animals” (RSV). 
It is by this that they destroy themselves. They 
follow the way of the first murderer Cain 
(Gen. 4). For monetary gain they, like Balaam, 
would curse the people of God (Num. 22-25). 
And they follow the rebellion against authority 
as did Korah and his followers (Num. 16:1-25), 
all of whom perished when the earth opened 
up and swallowed them.

Miracle member takes 
top Acteens award
Jana Hall, a member of Miracle Baptist 
Church in Lavergne, was recognized recently 
at her church for having received the highest 
honor in Acteens, the Service Aide award.

Acteens is the Woman’s Missionary Union 
organization for girls in junior high and high 
school.

Service Aide is a special program of work 
designed for girls ages 16 and 17 or in grades 11 
and 12. This work is independent of 
achievements in other levels. The work in
volves completion of 10 activities which re
quire numerous hours.

Miss Hall is a graduate of Antioch High 
School in Antioch and is attending Belmont 
College in Nashville.

The Acteen director at Miracle is Judy 
Reese; and the Acteen leader is Kathy 
Huneycutt. Carl L. Scarlett is Miss Hall’s 
pastor.

Jude shows to his readers and to us the 
danger of trifling with the power and judgment 
of God. Our irreverent age which rebels 
against authority — divine and human — 
needs to heed these words.
Devotional

Difficult prayer
By Hiram A. Lemay

I always thought, as I am sure many others 
have and some still do, that the most difficult 
prayer was, “Lord be merciful unto me a sin
ner.”

When this prayer is 
made in sincerity, there 
are many things that 
must take place in the 
heart. Doubt must give 
way to faith, sin to 
salvation, and self-will 
to God’s will. At the 
time, I am sure this is 
the most difficult 
prayer, because it is the 
first prayer one must 
pray. But as life continues on, there are many 
other difficult prayers that must be prayed.

In 1956, my hour of testing led me to pray 
the most difficult prayer. The doctor walked 
out of the room in Baptist Hospital where the 
most precious person in my life lay ill. Placing 
his arm around my shoulder and in broken 
voice, he said, “I have done all I can do, she 
has about 45 minutes to live.”

My heart sank inside me, and my first reac
tion was human, as I asked, “Why me Lord?” 
Then I remembered the promises that God had 
given me in His Word, and I then asked for His 
divine guidance. I called the deacons of our 
church and asked them to come to Baptist 
Hospital. Under the leadership of the Holy 
Spirit, I called another doctor. x

When the deacons arrived, we went to the 
prayer room, and I asked them to pray for my 
wife to get well. I joined them in this prayer 
time. While we were praying something kept 
giving me the feeling that I had not yet prayed 
the right prayer. This was the test! The state
ment came, “You must pray what Jesus 
prayed.”

It was like that first prayer in some ways, but 
oh, so much more difficult to pray. Then it 
came, nevertheless, “Not my will, but thine be 
done.” My heart felt relieved and my wife was 
healed. She has been by my side ever since that 
time.

The most difficult prayer turned out to be 
the greatest blessing of my life. When Jesus 
prayed this prayer, salvation was made 
available for all of us, and when we pray this 
prayer great blessings await 
willing to pray this prayer 
hour.

us. May you be 
in your darkest

LeMay is pastor of Una Baptist Church, 
Nashville.
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* Citizen’s Corner ♦
By Jerry M. Self 

Public affairs and Christian life 
consultant yA.

This month another book by David and 
Vera Mace will appear in the book stores. The 
title reads What’s Happening to Clergy Mar
riages?

The Maces have made numerous important 
contributions to our understanding of mar
riage. In recent years 
they have applied their 
experience and skills to 
helping the ministerial 
couple. Their most re
cent addition to this 
ministry should be 
welcomed by pastors, 
their wives, and those 
who care for them.

According to the 
Maces, the book has Self
three objectives: First, to look at the life style 
of today’s clergy couple. The Maces have 
found that the ministry is a fulfilling, stressful 
calling. What are the stresses for a minister and 
his family? Congregations often have higher 
expectations than any minister can fulfill. 
Ministers frequently allow themselves to get 
burdened with heavy schedules. Living in the 
pastor’s home makes for a serious lack of 
privacy. And the pay is seldom very good.

A'second objective of their book is to reveal 
to the reader an inside look at a clergy mar
riage. Evidently clergy couples experience a 
high proportion of painful conflict. Other 
characteristics of these marriages include poor 
communication, bottled up anger, and frustra
tion. Minister’s wives seem to experience con
siderable conflict with the roles they feel they 
must play.

Finally, the Maces have some recommenda
tions to present. Their two primary suggestions 
are that marriage enrichment should be a top 
priority in the church particularly for the 
pastor and his wife; and they suggest that mar
riage counseling be readily available to clergy 
couples.

Those who feel that a call to preach insulates 
individuals and families from the real pro
blems of the world will quickly dismiss this 
book and its message. The problem is too 
serious and the book too valuable for such 
quick and shallow response.

2250 Hwy 43 N 
Grove Hill, Ala. 36451 

205-275-8564 
Complete Line • Solid Wood

WESTWOOD BAPTIST CHURCH, NASHVILLE
Announces

$150,000 of First Mortgage Bonds for
New Educational Building.

Earning up to 10 percent Interest 
Paid or Compounded Semi-annually 
Dated October I, 1980

Write or call for prospectus:

Westwood Baptist Church 
6100 Charlotte Ave.
Nashville, TN 37209

(615)356-5228

This announcement is not an offer to sell not a solicitation of an offer to 
buy these securities. The offer is made only by the propectus.

CUM Ml»
At a price ____ J

Any Church Can Afford^ 
Write or call

mm bros.
MFC. CO.

T«L (501) 675-2468
Booneville, Arkansas .

72927

Arkansas hospital 
leased by BAAH

MEMPHIS — The Board of Trustees of 
Baptist Memorial Hospital here has reached 
agreement with the Board of Trustees of Corn
ing Community Hospital, Corning, Ark., to 
negotiate a long term lease arrangement of the 
40-bed hospital.

Buel Smith, chairman of the board at Corn
ing Community Hospital, indicated that the 
board’s decision to affiliate with Baptist 
Memorial Hospital was a major step toward 
guaranteeing the quality, stability, and survival 
of the hospital.

Recently, the board of Baptist Memorial 
Hospital approved affiliation arrangements 
with Lauderdale County Hospital in Ripley, 
Tipton County Memorial Hospital in Cov
ington, and the Trezevant Manor Allen 
Morgan Nursing Home in Memphis.

BAPTIST 
AND 

REFLECTOR 

brings you 
news first.

WANTED — PROJECTORS
- 35mm Slide and Filmstrip Projector
- 16mm Sound Motion Picture Projector 

Write: Elkins Ave. Baptist Church
3504 Elkins Ave.
Nashville, TN 37209

“This is ci hook about 
Ufa, and about /esus. 
and ahoul you . . . ferry 
Hayner is a skilled 
writer . . > he will heli) 
us find the treasures 
in the ordinary."
In the Foreword, Bruce Larson

SAY HELLO TO LIFE is 
a unique book of short 
meditations that deal with 
the problems, needs, and 
pains that we all experi
ence sometime in our life.

Messages-in miniature 
with insights for daily 
living from the pastor of 
First Baptist Church, 
Gainesville.

paperback, $3.95

At your Baptist Book Store

EBROADMAN

Christian Life Commission study 
compares presidential candidates

NASHVILLE — A non-partisan comparison 
of how the three major presidential candidates 
stand on issues relating to inflation, energy, 
peace with justice, abortion, women’s rights, 
and the family has been published by the 
Southern Baptist Christian Life Commission.

Bill Elder, director of Christian citizenship 
development for the commission, said the ob
jective comparison has been sent to members 
of the commission’s Christian Citizenship 
Corps in the Moral Alert newsletter. The corps 
is a loosely knit network of concerned 
Southern Baptist citizens who are interested in 
what government is doing and in making their 
voices heard.

“This analysis is an attempt to present a 
non-partisan, objective look at how John 
Anderson, Jimmy Carter, and Ronald Reagan 
stand on major issues,” Elder said. “We have 
drawn some comparisons by use of charts and 
opinion spectrums so that the differences be
tween the candidates can be clearly seen.”

According to Elder, the Christian Life Com
mission does not endorse political candidates.

“Our four-fold purpose is to help Southern 
Baptists have a better understanding of gospel
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A special 
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You have probably said: “Someday I want to go to the Holy Land." I have. And, 
I'm going in December, right after Christmas.

I am hosting a tour with an emphasis on pleasure and insight, on fun and 
fulfillment. We will try to walk where Jesus walked as we try to discover why he 
smiled as often as he wept!

We are working hard in our preparations to make this the most memorable — 
and meaningful — tour of Israel, Egypt and Jordan that you could ever take. I’d be 
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celebration together on Manger Square in Bethlehem.

For a descriptive brochure and/or the name of your local co-host, write me at 
P.O. Box 5162, Louisville, Kentucky 40205. Or you may wish to call my personal 
manager and dear friend, Mike McKinney, at 502/583-8222. Mike already has made 
the trip and will be happy to discuss it with you personally. Space is limited, so I 
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Tour arrangements by 
Golden Rule Travel, Atlanta, GA. 

principles which are applicable to daily living, 
to be knowledgeable about world issues, to 
understand how the political process works, 
and to learn how candidates stand on the 
issues,” Elder said. “With that knowledge, 
Christians can make their own informed and 
responsible(decisions at the polls.”

Because of requests from members of the 
Christian Citizenship Corps and other 
Southern Baptists, the commission is offering 
reprints of the 24-page Moral Alert issue at the 
actual cost of 50 cents each plus postage.
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BIBLE BOOK SERIES
Lesson for Oct. 19

UNIFORM SERIES
Lesson for Oct. 19

Southern, northern battles God's covenant and Jeremiah
By James C. Jones, assistant professor of religion 

Union University, Jackson
By David L. Moore, pastor 

Lincoya Hills Baptist Church, Nashville
Basic Passage: Joshua 9:1 to 12:24
Focal Passages: Joshua 9:15-16, 22-23; 10:12-13,40; 11:18-20

The tables were now turned. Instead of
Israel pursuing other people, they found 
themselves being searched out. Because of her 
victories over Jericho and Ai, it sent fear 
throughout Canaan. Gibeon was the first to 
react.

Located in the central hill country, Gibeon 
was important for 
Israel. Israel was now 
within striking distance 
of Jerusalem. Gibeon 
was located within 8 
miles of the holy city. 
Footsteps could be 
heard by the Gib- 
eonites.

Not wanting to give 
up their land, the Gib- 
eonites moved within Moore
the law to secure for themselves special advan
tages. There was a desperate gamble to save 
themselves from certain destruction.

After seeking all the possibilities they came 
up with three. (l)They could fight Israel and 
defeat them. This was highly unlikely, and not 
a good choice. Two great powers had fallen to 
Israel, why should a small group of people be 
able to defeat such a mighty army? (2)Develop 
a strategy which would lead to self
preservation with certain privileges as a 
minority group. (3)Complete annihilation.

By reading the account in chapter nine, we 
see they chose number two. They were good at 
self-preservation. Verse 4 says they also acted 
cunningly. The writer points out that Gibeon 
acted with respect to Israel just as Israel had 
acted craftily in her second encounter with Ai. 
Taking worn-out sacks, wineskins, patched 
sandals on their feet, worn-out clothes, and 
stale bread, they embarked on the short 
journey to meet Israel.

Because Israel’s leaders acted presumptously 
and did not ask the Lord (vs.14), Gibeon’s 
deception worked. Israel was convinced and 
Gibeon was allowed to stay. As with all ancient 
agreements, a covenant was made. This cove
nant was made under normal ancient for
mulas. It was sworn in the name of deity 
(18-19) and then sealed with a meal (vs. 14).

Once the deception was found out, how we 
do not know, the Israelites immediately 
blamed their leaders. Recognizing that an oath 
had been made, the leaders upheld their com
mitment. The Gibeonites were allowed to stay. 
Their punishment was to be slavery. Being 
menial laborers at the Temple would be their 
place in life.

Chapter 10 shows that many other kings 
were recognizing Israel as a force with which to 
contend. Five kings joined forces in an attempt 
to capture Gibeon. Once they are attacked, the 
Gibeonites call for Joshua. Israel’s leader 
responds by bringing his army to defend their 
slaves.

We immediately see in this chapter who was 
responsible for Israel’s victory. Verse 11 sets 
the stage. God destroyed more with a hard 
storm than Israel did in actual battle. Natural 
phenomena always played a part in Israel’s 
success.

One of the most interesting happenings oc
curred in verses 12-13. The sun and moon
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stood still. Much debate has been given to ex
plain such a phenomena.

We know it was a quote from a poem by 
Joshua (vs. 13). Many say the poet was calling 
for more daylight in which to defeat the 
enemy. However, the request was made in the 
early morning, so a full day was anticipated. 
Also, for Joshua’s success, it seems darkness is 
needed more than sunlight. The decisive verb 
in the verse means to be “dumb,” “silent,” 
“inactive.” Joshua asked the Lord to let the 
sun and moon cease normal activity.

Whatever was meant by the early poet, it is 
obvious our writer means the sun halted in the 
midst of the heavens for about one day. We 
are told of God’s miraculous intervention. He 
fought for Israel, whatever the manner of His 
intervention.

Surely we see faith in action. Joshua knew 
God had created the sun and moon. If He 
could create them, He must be able to cause 
them to stop for a certain period of time. 
Joshua paid His God the highest compliment.

The remainder of the chapter deals with 
Joshua’s campaigns against the strongholds of 
the southwestern hill country. All of the south 
had been captured. Joshua and his mighty- 
army turned to the north.

Israel’s successes were now so impressive 
that it became apparent to all the remaining 
Canaanite kings that a decisive stand would 
have to be attempted. Chapter 11 tells of those 
encounters.

Jabin, King of Hazor, formed a coalition 
with the other kings (vs.6). The north’s 
strongest weapon was their equipment. Horses 
and chariots were definitely an advantage. 
Jabin may not have had the manpower, but 
Israel had not yet built up her military strength 
with horses. Israel’s plan of attack was guerilla 
warfare.

Again we see God’s hand. Joshua used the 
surprise attack. Jabin was hoping to fight in 
the open field where his horses and chariots 
could be utilized. This was not the case. The 
rough terrain of the hill country was the 
perfect place for Israel to hide. By taking Jabin 
by surprise, Israel won the battle. Horses and 
chariots of the north were nullified in the 
mountains.

Joshua and his men now obey the Lord. As 
the Lord commanded, they hamstrung their 
horses and burned their chariots. This was 
done so other Canaanites could not use them.

Hazor now is pursued. This great city, the 
headseat of the north, was the only city 
burned. In order to destroy the enemy, you 
must capture the heart. Once Hazor was 
defeated, so was the northern region.

The remainder of chapter 11 and all of 
chapter 12 is a summary of Israel’s conquests. 
We might ge’t the impression Joshua’s victories 
were quick and complete, but this is far from 
the truth.

Joshua fought many battles with many peo
ple in order to get a stronghold for his people. 
Israel had to establish herself as a viable 
power. This was accomplished to a certain 
degree, but many areas of the land were too 
strong. Gradually these were overcome, but 
complete subjugation of the land did not come 
until the time of David two centuries later.

Regardless of your stand on war, it must be 
understood that Joshua was living on the other 
side of the cross. Israel was establishing herself 
as God’s people. Obstacles were in the way. 
The overriding message Joshua gave was that 
the Lord fought for His people.

On this side of the cross, sin is our biggest 
enemy. As we are faithful and obedient to our 
Lord, victory is ours. God is still fighting for 
His people.

for the privilege

Jones

Basic Passage: Jeremiah 31
Focal Passages: Jeremiah 31:1-3, 29-34

Jeremiah was born into a priestly family in 
the village of Anathoth near Jerusalem. 
Reared with a strong Israelite heritage, he pro
bably learned early in his life of the acts of God 
in Israel’s history and of his prophetic 
predecessors’ teachings. Called to be a prophet 
at a very early age during the 13th year of the 
reign of Josiah, 626 B.C., Jeremiah served 
through the reigns of Jehoahaz, Jehoiakim, 
Jehoiachin, and Zedekiah.

The world of Jeremiah
The call of Jeremiah came in the midst of in

ternational political crisis. The Assyrian con
trol of the world was weakening, and many na
tions were competing 
filling the political 
vacuum. The inability 
of Assyria to restore 
order made it possible 
for Josiah to lead in a 
resurgence of Judean 
nationalism. In the 
12th year of his reign in 
629 B.C., Josiah began 
to remove Assyrian 
control in Palestine. 
Efforts were made to 
move into the territory 
of the former Northern Kingdom, which had 
become the Assyrian provinces of Megiddo 
and Samaria. Josiah’s actions showed 
evidences of his desire to restore a United 
Kingdom under the Davidic king. His efforts 
toward nationalistic reform were intensified 
with the rise to power of Nabopolasser, who 
established Babylonian independence from 
Assyria. Josiah began to further his na
tionalistic aims with the use of religious 
reform. He found support from the conser
vative landowners of Judah who had opposed 
Manasseh, the predecessor of Josiah, in his 
cooperation with Assyrian domination.

Still further help came in the discovery of 
the law book of Deuteronomy during the 
repairs of the Temple in Jerusalem in 621 B.C. 
Those repairs probably involved the removal 
of all signs of the Assyrian and other pagan 
religious influences. Upon the reading and in
terpretation of the book of the law, Josiah 
became convinced that Judah had violated the 
law and would suffer the consequences. He 
called the people to the Temple to participate 
in a covenant renewal service. After Josiah had 
read the book of the law to the people, they 
renewed their vows to keep the covenant by an 
obedience to its commandments. A royal 
reform followed in which Josiah led in the 
abolishing of all paganism in the Temple in 
Jerusalem, and the destruction of pagan sanc
tuaries outside of Jerusalem.

Josiah extended his reform even into the 
former Northern Kingdom, which was sup
posedly under Assyrian control, and destroyed 
the Bethel temple as well as other sanctuaries. 
The worship of all Judah was now centered in 
the Jerusalem Temple where its purity could be 
maintained by the official priesthood. In order 
to revive the participation of Judah in her 
heritage of the Exodus and the Sinai covenant, 
the Passover feast was reinstituted.

God’s judgment
Jeremiah apparently supported the 

Deuteronomic reform in the beginning. 
However, he soon concluded that the reform 
served only to sponsor a national pride and an 
external piety. Maintenance of the central 
sanctuary in Jerusalem promoted a false sense 
of security based on the concept of automatic 
divine protection. The law was used to derive 
selfish personal and national benefits from 
God rather than to encourage the commitment 
of the people to do His will and serve Him.

Jeremiah began to preach of God’s judg

ment upon Judah, and called for the people to 
repent genuinely. He advocated keeping the 
Mosaic covenant with God through obedience 
to the Ten Commandments.

Divine judgment came in the domination of 
Egypt and Babylon. About 600 B.C., 
Jehoiakim, the king of Judah, withheld tribute 
from Nebuchadnezzar. In 597 B.C., the king 
of Babylonia invaded Jerusalem which was 
now ruled by Jehoiachin, the successor 
Jehoiakim. The young king and the rest of the 
leadership of Judah were taken into Babylo
nian captivity. Zedekiah, the successor of 
Jehoiachin, rebelled against Babylonia, and 
Nebuchadnezzar destroyed Jerusalem in 587 
B.C.

Th? message of encouragement 
(Jeremiah 31:1-28)

Jeremiah now preached encouragement to 
the people of Judah. The message (Jeremiah 
30-33) is known as “The little book of com
fort.” He sets forth the glorious future of 
God’s people. In chapter 31 we see a particular 
emphasis upon a dependence on the marvelous 
grace of God. Jeremiah pictures God acting 
from Jerusalem for Judah to bring about a 
new exodus. The people are called upon to act 
on the promise to return to their home and 
relate to God in devoted service. In moving 
toward the prophecy of the new covenant, a 
stress is placed on the concept that the in
dividual will be responsible for his own ap
propriation of the benefits of God’s redemp
tive act.

The new covenant (Jeremiah 31:29-34)
The new covenant promise is the zenith of 

Jeremiah’s theology. He is speaking to the 
people when everything is lost except his rela
tionship to God. Only God’s resourcefulness 
and initiative could solve the problem of main
taining a relationship with a sinful people who 
have deserved the life of exile. He will make a 
new covenant in which failure is not possible.

The new covenant, like the old one, will be 
the result of the divine initiative expressed in 
sovereign grace. It will accomplish the purpose 
of the old covenant by establishing a close 
communion between God and man. It will 
fulfill the old law which was given to interpret 
God’s will for His covenant people.

New elements in the covenant include the 
feature of promise. It brings an end to all the 
former ways God dealt with His people. God 
promises to create a new nature for man 
through the new deed He will do. The law will 
no longer simply be written on stones but now 
on the heart of man. They will have fellowship 
with God through His affirmation and 
forgiveness. The hope is fulfilled today irk the 
way God graciously forgives our sin through 
Christ and effects our joyful reconciliation 
with Himself. He creates our new nature which 
becomes the clear channel for the expression of 
His own.

BIBLE PUZZLE ANSWERS

“Howbeit the most High dwelleth not 
in temples made with hands” (Acts 
7:48).
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LIFE AND WORK SERIES 
Lesson for Oct. 19

Aware of His Father on giving beyond
By John N. Vaughan, assistant pastor 
East Park Baptist Church, Memphis

Basic Passage: Luke 2:21-52 
Focal Passage: Luke 2:39-52

Among the essential events of Luke 2 are: 
(l)Jesus becomes a bar mitzvah (bar, “son”, 
mitzvah, “covenant”) or “son of the law” at 
age twelve; (2)the first recorded words of 
Jesus; (3)His public announcement of His call
ing as the Son of God; and (4)the last mention 
of Joseph in the Bible.

Family awareness of God’s service 
(Luke 2:39-42)

Our text this week begins in Nazareth and 
concludes with Jesus 
and His family
celebrating Passover at 
the Temple in
Jerusalem. “With one 
verse (2:40),” writes 
Herschel H. Hobbs, 
“Luke passed over 
nine years of Jesus’ 
early childhood. Then, 
following the account 
of His visit to
Jerusalem , there is a Vaughan 
silence of 18 years (see 3:23). This period of 
silence is covered by 2:51-52...The Bible does 
not tell all that one would like to know about 
Jesus’ youth. But it tells all that is necessary.” 
(Life & Work Series, Convention Press,1971). 
Both verses 40 and 52 are strongholds for 
affirming the humanity of the divine Jesus. 
The word “filled”, being a present passive par
ticiple, indicates a continuous filling of Jesus 
with wisdom from outside Himself.

Alfred Plummer comments on “every year” 
in verse 41: “Combined with the imperfect 
(tense) it expresses the habitual annual practice 
of Joseph and Mary. At the Passover, 
Pentecost, and Tabernacles every male had to 
go up to Jerusalem (Ex.23:14-17; 34:23; 
Deut.l6:16). But since the Dispersion this law 
could not be kept; yet most Palestinian Jews 
tried to go at least once a year.” (ICC,p.74). 
This major feast, acording to contemporary 
Jewish sources, can be most nearly related to 
our Independence Day as it celebrates the 
Jewish exodus out of Egypt.

At age 12 (verse 42), a Jewish boy 
ceremonially became a man as he was 
presented in the synagogue on the Sabbath as a 
“Son of the Law.” To commemorate the occa
sion, the boy’s father presented him with the 
phylacteries to be worn publically. Jews note 
that at age 12, Moses left the house of 
Pharoah’s daughter; Samuel was called; 
Solomon gave his famous judgment; and 
Josiah instituted his reform (ICC, p.122).

Family acknowledgment of God’s silence 
(Luke 2:43-45)

“And when they had fulfilled the days...” 
(v.43) refers to the seven prescribed days men
tioned in Exodus 12:15-16, Leviticus 23:6-8, 
and Deuteronomy 16:3. Some commentaries 
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suggest that the “days” referred to could be 
the two customary days, since early records in
dicate that many pilgrims returned home after 
the principal sacrifices were offered 
(ICC,p.75). Josephus, the Jewish historian, 
records that almost 3-million people usually at
tended the festival.

A. T. Robertson indicates that in Greek, the 
“child” in verse 40 is now called “the boy” in 
verse 43. Not all English versions reflect this 
change.

For fellowship and security reasons there 
were often large groups who formed a caravan 
from some of the neighboring villages for the 
trip to Jerusalem. The congregation that 
resulted would make it easy for a child, or even 
an adult, to get separated from their own 
group. One commentator notes that “the 
Nazareth caravan was so long that it took a 
day to look through it” (ICC,p.75). Dr. A. T. 
Robertson suggests that Jesus’ absence might 
have gone undetected since, “The women 
usually went ahead and the men followed. 
Joseph may have thought Jesus was with Mary 
and Mary that He was with Joseph” (Word 
Pictures, p.33).

Family astonishment at God’s Sonship 
(Luke 2:46-52)

After three days of the return trip to 
Nazareth, Jesus’ parents discovered His 
absence.

Luke indicates Jesus was found in the Tem
ple among the rabbis. Chief among the 
possibilities during this era were Bible per
sonalities like Symeon, Gamaliel, Annas, 
Caiaphas, Nicodemus, and Joseph of 
Arimathea. Others might have included Hillel, 
his rival Shammai, his son Rabban Shimeon, 
Bava ben Butah, and Jochanan ben Zakkai 
(Cambridge Commentary, p. 123).

Clarence H. Benson in A Popular History of 
Christian Education (Moody Press, 1943,p.28), 
comments on Jesus’ “both hearing them and 
asking them questions” (v.46). “The idea of 
attempting to instruct passive hearers by a 
prepared discourse never appealed to the Jews. 
It was the teacher’s part to listen and the 
pupil’s part to question.”

The first recorded words of Jesus in Scrip
ture are listed in verse 49. Observe that the first 
two comments are questions. Jesus often used 
the word “must” when discussing His own 
ministry. The word “about” is the Greek word 
“EN”, reports A.T.Robertson, and is best 
translated, “in” His Father’s house. Jesus 
always refers to His Father as “My Father” 
while teaching us to say “our Father.”
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California church

FULLERTON, Calif. (BP)—Members of 
Sunny Hills Baptist Church believe congrega
tions should spend more on others than on 
themselves, and their figures prove their 
sincerity.

With only 47 members, the church gave 
$41,725.49 last year to the Cooperative Pro
gram, the Southern Baptist Convention’s 
unified budget to finance missions and educa
tion. That was an average of $887.78 per resi
dent member—more than 11 times the next 
highest per capita average in California.

The church’s ability to give so much is not a 
matter of wealth, but a decision of priority, 
says Pastor Bill Grady.

“When we started this church in 1962, we 
owned five acres of land and had a master plan 
for a large auditorium, gym, and other 
buildings,” he explains. “But God led us to 
believe we should spend our money on people, 
not buildings.”

Consequently, the church still meets in the 
chapel of Fullerton’s YMCA, and Grady still 
serves bivocationally, supporting himself 
through land investment.

Foundation

How important is it?
By Jonas L. Stewart

Many people consider the Christian causes 
they support to be very important. We know 
of some who make great sacrifice of time, 
money, and even life itself to add strength to 
the Christian witness. Many have given all they 
are and all they have to the work of our Lord.

It is sad that many of these will have such a 
short time to serve our Lord. Soon the only 
reminder that some have lived will be their 
names carved on a cold rock in a cemetery. But 
this is not so with the many who have left a 
trust fund to support our Baptist schools, 
children’s homes, Cooperative Program and 
other mission programs.

Many are using the Tennessee Baptist Foun
dation as trustee for designated funds. Their 
names will live on in Christian testimony as the 
annual check from the earnings of their trust 
goes to the designated purpose. Such checks 
are sent in the name of the donor year after 
year and this will go on until Jesus comes. The 
Foundation makes no charges against these 
funds for administering them. Thus future 
generations will know that you considered the 
cause of Christ to be very important.

If you would like to have this kind of contin
uing testimony through your favorite institu
tion or agency, write the Tennessee Baptist 
Foundation, Box 347, Brentwood, 
Tenn.,37027.

puts priority 
its own needs
“Our goal is to always give out more than 

we spend on ourselves,” Grady says. The 
church hopes to give 51.18 percent of its 
budget through the Cooperative Program and 
associational missions this year.

The Sunny Hills congregation specifically 
gives to the Cooperative Program because 
members know their offering dollars go to sup
port mission causes all around the world, 
Grady explains.

“It’s great for each member to know he or 
she is contributing to the life support of our 
state convention and agencies beyond the local 
church,” he says. “Our people enjoy helping 
missionaries, churches, orphanages, hospitals, 
schools, and universities—all through their of
ferings and we believe it’s Biblical, too. ”

“There are many small churches with few 
expenses that can do the same thing,” he in
sists. “Larger churches—those with buildings 
to maintain and salaries to pay—may say this 
is impractical, but I think all of us can do 
more. You are not giving away anything when 
you give to the Lord.”

“The Holy Spirit convicts us that we, the 
local church, are the living body of Christ, and 
thus we must give tithes and offerings, just as 
each individual believes he is expected to give if 
he is a faithful steward,” he adds.

In addition to its Cooperative Program giv
ing, the church also places a high priority on 
the Lottie Moon Christmas Offering for 
foreign missions and the Annie Armstrong 
Easter Offering for home missions.

During the past three years, per capita gifts 
have averaged $124 to the Lottie Moon offer
ing and $69.23 to the Annie Armstrong offer
ing, best in the Southern Baptist Convention.'
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Multiple sclerosis victim

Doctor treats disease with the love of God
By David Wilkinson 

OKLAHOMA CITY, Okla. (BP)-“When you 
mention multiple sclerosis, it’s like saying 
‘cancer.’ It scares people to death.”

Oklahoma City Baptist layman William 
Hale ought to know. As a physician, he treats 
people every week who have multiple sclerosis, 
a condition that often results in partial or com
plete paralysis. As a victim, he lives with the 
crippling disease 24 hours a day.

His wife Sandy, a registered nurse, also has 
multiple sclerosis. But don’t pity the Hales. 
They had rather sing praises than blues.

“I fully believe that I could never be as ef
fective in my Christian witness if I didn’t have 
MS,“the 41-year-old father of four says em
phatically. “It’s just aggravating more than 
anything else.”

What Hale sees as “aggravating” would be 
traumatic to most people. His back muscles

have deteriorated to the point that the nerves 
no longer function. He can’t lower his arms to 
his side. To remove his sports coat, he has to 
pull it over his head.

He and Sandy both experience occasional 
difficulty walking, sometimes crumpling to the 
floor unexpectedly. Hale sometimes has trou
ble enunciating. He has a kind of half-smile 
because of partial paralysis in his facial 
muscles.

But he smiles nevertheless.
“If anything, it’s helped motivate me,” he 

says of the disease. “There’s no such thing as 
an affliction if you have Christ. With the love 
of God, even with a problem like MS, you can 
function. I can still see people (patients), even 
if I’m in a wheelchair.”

Hale’s extraordinary practice also impressed 
the American Academy of Family Practice

who names him 1979 “Doctor of the Year” in 
Oklahoma.

Hale deeply appreciated the honor. But it 
was a reminder that his ministry draws strength 
from a source much deeper than his own abili
ty and energy.

Medicare Supplement Information
TO: ALL MEDICARE MEMBERS

SUBJECT: NEW CHANGES IN MEDICARE THAT AFFECT YOU

Dear Medicare Member:

It has not always been that way. When Hale

MS MOTIVATES DOCTOR — William 
Hale, an Oklahoma City physician, 
organized a volunteer medical clinic 
for the city's poor. His suffering with 
multiple sclerosis helps motivate him 
to be a better doctor, he says.

The Social Security Administration has recently announced certain changes that 
were made in the MEDICARE program — changes which will directly or indirectly 
affect every MEDICARE member.

If you do not fully understand what benefits are payable under MEDICARE, please 
return the attached card at once so that we may furnish this vital information about 
the changes in MEDICARE, along with a detailed description of a privately spon-

began his medical practice, his goal was 
success-medically and monetarily. But since 
his life-changing commitment to Jesus Christ 
10 years ago, he has become actively involved 
in a variety of ministries through his church 
and through Capital Baptist Association.

With the association’s backing, Hale helped 
launch a free medical and dental ministry to 
poor Oklahoma City families.

Plans for the health center, now in its eighth 
year, began while Hale was lying in a hospital 
bed.

Paralyzed by a stroke induced .by the then 
undiagnosed multiple sclerosis, he was told by 
his medical colleagues that he would never 
work again. His weight plunged from 218 to 
140 pounds. He couldn’t walk or grasp ob
jects.

But he could dream and despite the ominous 
prognosis, Hale was functioning again within 
weeks. He returned to his practice with a 
medical clinic on his mind.

He called physicians for days without 
recruiting a single volunteer. “I even got- 
cussed out a few times,” he recalls. After 
several frustrating days, he finally realized he 
“hadn’t talked to the Lord about it.”

“I got down on my knees and prayed about 
it. The next day I called eight doctors and 
every single one said yes,” he says.

Today, a volunteer staff of physicians, den
tists, lab technicians, and nurses care for 50-70 
persons every Monday and Thursday evening. 
Volunteer pharmacists fill as many as 150 
prescriptions a night.

Despite physical limitations, Hale spends 
several evenings a week at the clinic. “My 
faith is my practice,” he says.

sored MEDICARE SUPPLEMENT INSURANCE PLAN.

We will also furnish you with information about a 
program designed to help relieve the MEDI
CARE member funeral expense. Do you know 
that Social Security can help pay funeral ex
pense? This important information will be fur
nished without cost or obligation.

ARE YOU UNDER
65?

ALSO HAWWl
A $100.00 PER DAY

HOSPITAL EXPENSE
PLAN

Yes

Yes

Name

Address

ZipState

CUT ALONG DOTTED LINE AND MAIL

DETATCH AND MAIL TO:

MAIL CARD PROMPTLY!
M MEDICARE SUPPLEMENT INFORMATION REQUEST FORM

Yes

UNDERWRITTEN BY: 
PIONEER LIFE INSURANCECO. 

OF ILLINOISNASHVILLE, TENN. 37211 
PHONE (615)834-8000

A AaUHn ComfMm

□ I would like further information concerning a 
protection plan that helps cover the charges 
Medicare does not pay.

□ I would like further information on how Social 
Security can help pay funeral expense.

□ I would like further information on $100.00 per 
day hospital expense plan.
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TENNESSEE AUTHORS — Writers of a new devotional book, (left to right) Bill 
Owen, Mike Smith, and Tom Steagald, discuss their work. All three are from 
Nashville and are Belmont College graduates.
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Tennesseans at Southern seminary 
write prayer book on Philippians
LOUISVILLE, Ky. — Three Southern Baptist 
Theological Seminary students, all from 
Nashville and all graduates of Nashville’s 
Belmont College, have jointly written a devo
tional book, Devotionally Yours, Philippians, 
designed to supplement the Southern Baptist 
January Bible Study on Philippians.

The authors are Tom Steagald, pastor of 
Friendship Baptist Church, Philpot, Ky.; 
Mike Smith, pastor of New Prospect Baptist 
Church, Hanover, Ind.; and Bill Owen, pastor 
of Immanuel Baptist Church, Shepardsville, 
Ky.

Steagald said they decided to write a devo
tional book “because all the January Bible

Study material is more technical, or ex- 
egetical, or expositional, and there’s not 
anything more practical or popular.”

“It’s basically a storybook and 
prayerbook” which “we hope will appeal to 
most anybody,” he commented. “It has a lot 
of written prayers and stories, good episodes, 
and sermon illustrations that we were able to 
pull from our own experiences.”

Devotionally Yours, Philippians” develops 
nine series of devotionals around the themes 
of salvation, discipleship, and community and 
joy. It is designed “to enable the reader to tap 
the abundant resources of Paul’s most per
sonal letter,” the authors write in the preface.


