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REPRESENTING TENNESSEE — Bill Bruster (left) talks with fellow Southeastern 
Baptist Theological Seminary trustee, Henry Finch, during a recent meeting. 
Bruster, pastor of Central Baptist Church of Bearden, Knoxville, is the Tennessee 
representative on the, seminary’s board of trustees.

Polk, Duck River Baptists 
adopt Michigan association

Memphis meeting proposes 
fellowship of Baptist men

Polk County Association messengers voted 
in their annual meeting last month to adopt the 
Northland Baptist Association in upper 
Michigan as a sister association.

In voting the action, the Polk County Bap
tists joined the Baptists of Duck River Associa
tion in adopting the Northland area. Both Ten
nessee groups hope to strengthen Southern 
Baptist work in the area, which now has only 
eight Southern Baptist churches and one mis
sion. The area covers 21 counties with a 
population of over 300,000.

W.L. Shipman, director of missions in Polk 
County Association, told Baptist and Reflec
tor that one of the major concerns is the 
number of towns in northern Michigan, each 
with a population of between 10,000 and 
12,000, with no Southern Baptist witness at all. 
“We want to establish churches in these areas 
and strengthen the work in the areas where 
there are established churches.*’ He estimated 
that there are no more than 700 Baptists in the 
association.

J.C. Carpenter, director of missions in Duck 
River Association, reported that First Baptist 
Church in Tullahoma sent a group of men to 
Pellston, Mich, to put a roof on First Baptist 
Church there.
“Right now we are in the process of enlisting 

teams to go to Michigan next spring and sum
mer. This project has helped us see mission 
needs here in Tennessee,” he said. “But more 
importantly, we have discovered that the pro
ject has lifted our missions vision in regard to 
needs outside our association. God’s plan is a 
world-wide plan.”

Both associations will spend next summer 
taking surveys, holding Vacation Bible 
Schools, conducting Bible clubs, and speaking 
in churches. Polk County is exploring the 

possibility of holding a tent revival also.
Carpenter said the idea for the project came 

to him last spring while he was talking with Jim 
Mathis, pastor of First church, Pellston. “Our 
missions committee had already been studying 
the possibility of linking up with a sister-state 
association, but we had not been led in a par
ticular direction. When I talked with Jim 
Mathis at Ridgecrest, I learned of the needs in 
Michigan.”

The Executive Committee for Duck River 
Association approved the project after 
Carpenter relayed the needs.

Earlier, Shipman had talked to Tennessee 
native Melvin White, now pastor of the East 
Tawas Baptist Church in Tawas, Mich., and 
the association’s director of missions, T.B. 
Smith.

Both Tennessee missions directors said the 
Michigan convention is excited about the pro
ject. “In working directly with them, we can 
strengthen the work in Michigan and also the 
work of our own association,” Shipman said.

Tennessee Baptists will vote during the Ten
nessee Baptist Convention this week on adop
ting Michigan as a sister-state.

SBC giving jumps in October
NASHVILLE (BP) — Southern Baptists began their new fiscal year with significant in

creases in both the national Cooperative Program and in designated giving.
Gifts through the national Cooperative Program, to fund the missions and education 

enterprises of the Southern Baptist Convention, totaled $5,850,867 during the first month 
of the new year, up 17.7 percent over October 1979.

Designated gifts, with contributions for world hunger accounting for much of the total, 
increased 138.8 percent over October 1979 to $l.8-million.

Designated and undesignated gifts for October totaled $7,658,193, an increase of 33.7 
percent over last year.

MEMPHIS (BP) — A group of 101 
Southern Baptist laymen and pastors from 17 
states has voted in Memphis to organize a na
tional fellowship of Baptist men.

The action came at the close of two days of 
inspirational addresses and small group discus
sions about how Southern Baptists can use 
their vocations to make Bold Mission Thrust a 
reality through their churches and denomina
tion.

The decision to form an organizational um
brella encompassing various vocational groups 
of laymen followed brief reports by each of the 
10 vocational groups on how they want to 
become involved in sharing the gospel with the 
world during the next 20 years.

Larry Otis of Tupelo, Miss., convener of a 
vocational group on agriculture which includ
ed former SBC president Owen Cooper of 
Yazoo City, Miss., made the recommendation 
to organize the fellowship.

The recommendation calls for each of the 10 
fellowship groups to nominate one represen
tative and one alternate to an organizational 
committee, with the Brotherhood Commission 
adding another seven men to it.

The committee would perfect the organiza
tion of a fellowship of Baptist men to include a 
charter, bylaws, temporary officers, and com
missioners. The temporary organization would 
be authorized to set up an office at the com
mission, seek volunteers and secretarial help, 
establish and raise a budget, and take other 
necessary action to initiate the organization.

A national meeting of Baptist men would be 
held within 20 months to consider the charter 
and bylaws, the recommendation said.

The vocational groups elected the following 
persons to the organizational committee:

Pat Baughman of Hilton Head Island, S.C., 
sales; Bob Kersten of Maitland, Fla., educa
tion and communication; George L. McGuffee 
of Monroe, La., law enforcement and elected 
public officials; Donald I. Gent of Evansville. 
Ind., health services; J. B. Crawley of Camp
bellsville, Ky., engineering, construction, and 
data processing; Norvell Jones of St. Louis, 
finance, banking, insurance, and investments; 
Ralph Stewart of Memphis, management and 
manufacturing; Sam Platt of Columbus, 
Miss., transportation; William Rhodes of 
Atlanta, legal; and Cooper, agriculture.

The commission was expected to name its 
seven representatives at a semi-annual meeting 
of trustees in Memphis this week.

Gent, a hospital administrator and secretary 
of the SBC Executive Committee, who pro
posed the meeting four months ago, presided.

More than 400 leading Baptist laymen were 
invited to attend regional meetings the

Brotherhood Commission conducted in April 
and May at the request of the Executive Com
mittee to identify ways the men could become 
involved in Bold Mission Thrust. One of the 
recurring requests was for a national 
fellowship, Gent recalled.

James H. Smith, executive director of the 
commission, emphasized the men would focus 
on fellowship and evangelism, not politics, and 
aim at helping churches involve their men in 
missions, particularly mobilizing them to im
plement Bold Mission Thrust.

vice-president
The Board of Trustees of Belmont College 

in Nashville has named William E. Troutt of 
Washington, D.C. as executive vice-president 
of the Nashville institution.

Troutt was named during a called meeting of 
the board on Nov. 6, according to Herbert 
Gabhart, Belmont president.

A native of Hardeman County, Tenn., 
Troutt is presently senior associate for 
McManis Associates Inc. in Washington, D.C. 
In that position, he is an advisor to colleges in 
the areas of long-range planning and financial 
development. He has been in that post since 
November 1978. His church membership is at 
First Baptist Church, Washington, D.C.

Prior to that, he was assistant director of the 
Tennessee Higher Education Commission. He 
also served as an admissions counselor at 
Union University in Jackson for two years. He 
received his undergraduate degree from that 
institution in 1971.

Since then he has earned two graduate 
degrees, including a master’s degree from the 
University of Louisville (Ky.) and a Ph.D. 
from George Peabody College of Vanderbilt 
University in Nashville. Troutt has written 
several articles related to higher education.

Gabhart said the new executive vice- 
president is scheduled to assume his post after 
Jan. 1.
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Criswell, Rogers praise
Smith for doctrinal purity

NASHVILLE (BP) — Two former 
presidents of the 13.4-millicn member 
Southern Baptist Convention — Adrian 
Rogers of Memphis and W. A. Criswell of 
Dallas - have taken actions lauding the current 
SBC president, Bailey Smith.

In Memphis, Rogers, pastor of Bellevue 
Baptist Church and immediate past president, 
led fellow pastors of the Shelby Baptist 
Pastors’ Conference to pass a resolution prais
ing Smith as “spiritually vibrant, morally 
pure, and doctrinally straight.’’

Criswell, pastor of First Baptist Church of 
Dallas and president 1968-70, issued a written 
statement to Baptist Press in the wake of con
troversy concerning the 70-year-old pastor’s 
published remarks critical of Smith.

In speaking in support of Smith, both men 
alluded to Smith’s remark that “God does not 
hear the prayers of a Jew,’’ made at the Na
tional Affairs Briefing, a conservative 
political-religious gathering in Dallas in 
August.

Criswell’s statement came “in view of recent 
press releases concerning my own words’’ 
about Smith and the Jews, and noted the

Missouri Baptists 
to assist Taiwan

SPRINGFIELD, Mo. (BP) — Missouri 
Baptists agreed to assist Baptists of Taiwan, 
expressed opposition to legalized bingo, and 
prayed for American captives in Iran as they 
met Oct. 27-29.

The only point of tension during the annual 
meeting occurred over the request of 
Southwest Baptist College in Bolivar, Mo., to 
change its name to Southwest Baptist Universi
ty. After repeated assurances from President 
Harlan Spurgeon that the school did not plan 
to begin graduate programs, the name change 
was approved by a vote of 571 to 392.

The Taiwan project, a three-year program 
of church growth and evangelism, grew out of 
a joint invitation from Baptists of the Republic 
of China and the Southern Baptist Foreign 
Mission Board.

Opposition to the bingo amendment was ex
pressed in a resolution which called on 
Missouri Baptists and “other citizens con
cerned with the social welfare of the state to 
oppose vigorously” a pending amendment to 
the state constitution which would legalize 
bingo gambling.

Prayer for the hostages was requested in a 
resolution expressing concern for the captives, 
their families, and their captors.

In other actions, the messengers elected Jim 
E. Jeffries, pastor of National Heights Baptist 
Church, Springfield, as president and ap
proved a $10.5-million budget for 1981. Of 
that amount, 34.5 percent will be forwarded to 
mission causes through the national 
Cooperative Program.

Missions 'hotline' 
offers latest news

RICHMOND, Va. (BP) — The news 
on foreign missions hotline in 1980 will 
be even hotter than in the past.

From Nov. 14 through Dec. 15, the 
three-minute telephone messages giving 
the latest in missions information will 
change every Tuesday and Friday, rather 
than weekly as in past years. By calling 
the toll free number, (800) 446-2725, 
Southern Baptists in most states can get 
up-to-date information and learn about 
specific needs of missions and mis
sionaries for which they can pray in both 
Sunday and mid-week services.

In 1979, more than 10,000 calls came 
in during the four weeks the hotline was 
in operation for the Southern Baptist 
Convention’s annual foreign missions 
emphasis.

famed preacher still disagrees and is “exercis
ing that cherished Baptist principle of the right 
to an alternative opinion.”

The “recent press releases” were stories in 
the religious and secular media which quoted a 
letter Criswell wrote to a Dallas rabbi express
ing “deep regret” about Smith’s remarks. 
Criswell enclosed a copy of a letter written by 
J. William Angell, professor of religion at 
Wake Forest University, a Baptist-connected 
school in Winston-Salem, N.C., and said it 
“will speak the heart and persuasion of our 
Southern Baptist people.”

Angell, in his letter, written to a New York 
rabbi, repudiated “in the strongest terms the 
reprehensible views” of Smith, calling 
them“untrue, unscriptural and unkind...far 
removed from the teachings and spirit of the 
Jesus whom he pretends to serve.”

In his written comment to Baptist Press, 
Criswell lauded Smith “as one of the greatest 
preachers in our era,” and noted Smith’s ac
complishment of baptizing more than 2,000 
converts in a single year as “unequalled in re
cent Christian history.”

It further noted Smith “loves the 
Jews...(and) believes that God’s special bless
ing rests upon the Jewish people and the State 
of Israel.”

Rogers, in a meeting with fellow pastors 
Nov. 3, presented a resolution which noted: 
“We want him (Smith) to know of our 
thoughtfulness for his service and pledge to 
him our love and prayers.”

In preliminary remarks, Rogers called Smith 
a “sincere, doctrinally-pure president.”

“I was there when Bailey Smith made his 
now-famous remark. It was a side comment as 
he was praising Jesus. Had he had more time 
to frame it, he would have framed his state
ment better, or perhaps not at all,” he said.

Rogers, whose resolution was seconded by 
Jerry Glisson, pastor of Leawood Baptist 
Church, said he was not speaking directly to 
the controversy: “I don’t want a resolution 
about whether God does or does not hear the 
prayers of a Jew, but I do want us to affirm 
our president.”

Hardeman urges 
support for Smith

Messengers to the annual associational 
meeting for Hardeman County adopted a 
resolution calling for support for Southern 
Baptist Convention president Bailey Smith.

Stating that Smith is “receiving adverse 
publicity from the secular and religious press 
and from sources from within our 
Convention,” the resolution called on Baptists 
of that association to “support Bailey Smith 
with our prayers and goodwill as he fulfills the 
duties of the office of president of the 
Southern Baptist Convention.”

Mike Adams, pastor of First Baptist Church 
in Grand Junction, was elected moderator for 
the association to succeed Billy Jacobs. Jacobs 
is pastor of Piney Grove Baptist Church.

Henry Inmon, pastor of Middleton Baptist 
Church, wets elected vice-moderator.

Re-elected to their posts as treasurer and 
clerk were: Travis Fawcett, a member of 
Hickory Valley Baptist Church, and W.R. Mc- 
Common, a member at Grand Junction.

Goble to lead work 
for Riverside group

Charles Goble, pastor of Pine Haven Baptist 
Church in Jamestown, was re-elected to serve 
as moderator of Riverside Association during 
its recent annual meeting. Goble began serving 
as moderator last year after the resignation of 
Pete Mullins in the position.

Serving with Goble will be vice-moderator 
Charles Gibbs, pastor of First Baptist Church 
in Jamestown; treasurer Pete Peterman, a 
member of Allons Baptist Church; and clerk 
Dan Lawler, pastor of Etter Baptist Church.

REVIEWING SPANISH LITERATURE — Three Nashvillians, Lydia Padilla (left) and 
Yolanda and Ruben Canas (right), recently participated in a Baptist Sunday School 
Board meeting to review Spanish literature available from the Baptist Spanish 
Publishing House, El Paso, Tex. Canas is language consultant for Tennessee Bap
tists. Concepcion Padilla (second from left), a BSSB language consultant, directed 
the two-day meeting.

Cothen tells Ohio Baptists 
SBC strife is over power
COLUMBUS, Ohio (BP) — The present con
troversy in the Southern Baptist Convention is 
“a planned assault by the devil himself to 
divert Southern Baptists” from their Bold Mis
sion Thrust goals, Grady Cothen said.

Cothen, president of the Baptist Sunday 
School Board in Nashville, delivered what 
some considered a bombshell as he addressed 
the annual meeting of the State Convention of 
Baptists in Ohio Oct. 29-31.

The main issue in the current controversy, 
Cothen said, is not the inerrancy and in-

Retired Ark. head 
dies from stroke

LITTLE ROCK, Ark. (BP) - S. A. (Jack) 
Whitlow, retired executive secretary of the 
Arkansas State Baptist Convention, died Nov. 
4 in Little Rock, six days after suffering a 
stroke. He was 74.

Whitlow headed the convention from 1958 
until 1963 when he took early retirement in 
order to return to the pastorate. He entered the 
ministry at age 27, after resigning from a bank 
position.

He was pastor of First Baptist Church of 
Hope, Ark., as well as churches in 
Washington, Tupelo, Arkadelphia, and Fort 
Royal, and in Morganfield, Ky.

He was a graduate of Ouachita Baptist 
University in Arkadelphia, attended 
Southwestern Baptist Theological Seminary, 
Fort Worth, Tex., and was a graduate of 
Southern Baptist Theological Seminary, 
Louisville, Ky.

Alma Jackson honored 
by Clinton Baptists

Alma E. Jackson, a member of First Baptist 
Church in Oliver Springs and clerk of that con
gregation for 50 years, was honored by 
members of Clinton Association during a re
cent annual meeting.

Elected moderator for the cbming year was 
Gary Parker, pastor of Clinch River Baptist 
Church. He succeeds Danny E. Bush, a 
member of First Baptist Church in Oak Ridge, 
in the post. The association’s pew vice
moderator is James McPherson, pastor of 
Second Baptist Church in Clinton. Re-elected 
to their posts as treasurer and clerk were: 
Clyde W. Disney, a member at Longfieid Bap
tist Church; and Evelyn Green.

Poplar Creek Baptist Church in Clinton, 
and the First Baptist Churches of Briceville 
and Norris are scheduled to host the 1981 ses
sions of the association Oct. 22-23. 

fallibility of the Scriptures, but power and con
trol of the Southern Baptist Convention and its 
institutions.

Cothen recounted a conversation he had 
recently with the president of the 13.4-miIIion 
member denomination. “Bailey Smith and I 
talked the other day and I asked him if what he 
reportedly said was true, that the issue in all 
this is power and control? Cothen said Smith 
confirmed the accuracy of the reports.

Cothen warned that creedalism is not “just 
creeping into our faith, it is rapidly 
developing.” This Creedalism, he pointed out, 
demands “you’ve got to say it this way...or 
you’re not a Southern Baptist. Words about 
the Bible never have been a test of faith in the 
SBC. The testament is our stand. We say the 
Bible is our platform, our sole rules. We will 
not fall for man-made statements on anything. 
There is «no battle over the Bible among 
Southern Baptists.”

The Baptist leader noted the Baptist Faith 
and Message statement adopted in 1963 “is a 
good statement. I believe everything (in the 
statement). But 1 will not substitute it for the 
Word of God because men wrote it.” He add
ed: “If liberalism is taking over the SBC, it’s 
the only liberalism that’s trying to win the 
world to Christ. If we turn our denomina
tion over to power groups, it is lost to Christ, 
If we spend years in controversy over this 
issue, the world will be just as lost as if we 
don’t believe anything about the Bible, Cothen 
continued.

“We are letting Satan divert us in sideshow 
issues.”

Cothen outlined ways Southern Baptists 
have been empowered by God to engage in 
Bold Mission Thrust, an effort to spread the 
gospel to the entire world by the year 2000.
“Never has any group had the affluence to 

support such a venture. Never have there been 
so many people in so many churches. Never 
have there been so many missionaries in so 
many countries. It is my fervent prayer for 
Southern Baptists that God won’t have to pass 
us by.”

The State Convention of Baptists in Ohio 
elected a veteran pastor, Charles Betts of First 
Baptist Church, Vandalia, as president and en
thusiastically supported a plan to launch a new 
congregation on the average of once a week 
during 1981-82, called “104 Ohio Miracles.”

Messengers adopted a budget of $3.4-million 
with $2-million to come from the churches. 
Ohio Baptists will send 38.5 percent, a half 
percent increase over last year, to support 
worldwide causes through the national 
Cooperative Program.
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Seminary trustees note 
'inerrancy' resolution
NASHVILLE (BP) — Trustees of Southern 

Baptists’ six seminaries have taken note of — 
but responded differently to — a resolution on 
doctrinal untegrity adopted at the 1980 St. 
Louis convention.

The resolution exhorted "trustees of 
seminaries and other institutions affiliated 
with or supported by the SBC to faithfully 
discharge their responsibility to carefully 
preserve the doctrinal integrity of our institu
tions..."

Four of the seminaries — Southwestern, 
New Orleans, Southeastern, and Midwestern 
— took action on the resolution while the 
other two — Southern and Golden Gate — 
delayed action until the spring of 1981.

Only one institution — Southeastern — 
responded directly, while the other three took 
indirect action.

Each of the actions, however, refused to use 
"infallible” and "inerrant,” key words to 
those attacking the seminaries for alleged 
"liberalism.”

Southeastern trustees adopted a statement to 
be included in their annual report to the con
vention which says: “The trustees...perceive 
their trusteeship as a sacred trust. We 
acknowledge the resolution...and assure the 
convention that this seminary employs, and 
continues employment of, personnel under the 
Lordship of Jesus Christ and in accordance 
with Scriptural truths...”

It lists 29 Scripture references, identical to 
the list included in the Baptist Faith and 
Message statement adopted by the SBC in 
1963. Southeastern president Randall Lolley 
said the response was "within the context” of 
the statement, and added the Scriptures 
"speak to the matter of doctrinal integrity very 
adequately.”

At Southwestern, trustees approved a 
resolution praising faculty and administration, 
and requested board chairman Kenneth Chafin 
of Houston to ask the Committee on Order of 
Business at the 1981 SBC in Los Angeles for 
"at least an hour" in which trustees of 
Southwestern and the other five seminaries can 
report to the convention “about our steward
ship.”

Chafin will contact Doug Watterson, pastor 
of First Baptist Church, Knoxville, chairman 
of the order of business committee, to ask for 
the time slot.

"I think Southern Baptists deserve to know 
what we have been doing since we were 
elected,” he said. “If they have to bump some 
inspirational speaker, I hope they will.”

At Midwestern, trustees opted not to re
spond. “We read the resolution and saw in it

Irving College church 
added to Central list

Messengers to Central Association, meeting 
in annual session recently, voted to accept Irv
ing College Baptist Church, McMinnville, into 
that association’s membership. The church is 
led by Pastor Ronald Powell.

In a resolution, the messengers pledged as 
“laborers together” to rededicate themselves 
to the task of winning “our county, stale, na
tion, and world to Jesus Christ."

The pastor of First Baptist Church in 
Shellsford, E.B. Cutrell, was elected 
moderator to succeed Jerry Robinson, pastor 
of First Baptist Church in Smartt. Other of
ficers, all re-elected, include: vice-moderator 
Carl Smith, pastor of Madison Street Baptist 
Church; treasurer M.D. Overton, a member at 
First Baptist Church in McMinnville; and clerk 
Wynette Ballard, a member of the Shellsford 
church.

Forest Park Baptist Church in McMinnville 
and First Baptist Church in Morrison are 
scheduled to host the 1981 sessions of the 
associations Oct. 19-20. 

no specific instructions to make a report to 
anybody,” said Paul Batson of Marion, S.C., 
trustee chairman.

He said it exhorted trustees “to do what-we 
have been doing all along,’’.which is to “seek 
to ascertain beliefs and the spiritual life of our 
institution without standing over our people or 
putting them through an inquisition.”

The resolution, he said, was general: "We 
cannot refute generalized attacks. When the 
specifics come in, we will deal with them. 
Trustees already have answered criticism of 
one professor, but it keeps surfacing again and 
again. We resolved that two or three years 
ago.” -

He said he knows of no liberals at the 
seminary: “I wish those people who stand way 
off and take potshots at our people could sit 
down and know these men. They are soul win
ners, believe the Bible, are committed to the 
Lord Jesus Christ and to service in proclaiming 
the cross. I feel very good about them.”

At New Orleans, board chairman Robert 
McGee of Ruston, La., said the executive com
mittee drafted "An Open Letter to Southern 
Baptists.”

“Our statement is not an effort to comply 
with the resolution,” McGee said. “That 
would be impossible. Our statement is an ef
fort to tell Southern Baptists that we are doc
trinally and denominationally commit
ted...that we haven’t lost our moorings.” 
ings.”

McGee said the “real question” is not 
whether we believe in the Bible, but whether 
we have faith in each other. We can quibble 
about terms, but if we have lost faith in each 
other, we cannot bridge the gap,” he added.

The open letter says trustees took action “to 
reinforce our doctrinal and denominational 
commitment” in March 1979, previous to the 
Houston meeting of the SBC in which doc
trinal integrity emerged as a critical issue.
“We have acted in good faith toward the 

denomination,” the statement says. “We 
believe that our statement of faith as a 
seminary is explicit and adequate and that the 
administration and faculty have made a con
scientious and faithful response.”

The Ruston pastor added: “We are trying to 
tell Southern Baptists we have not altered our 
course. We may be using words different from 
those of some other group, but we believe our 
commitment to Scripture as the inspired word 
of God is as basic as it can be.”

At both Southern and Golden Gate, only ex
ecutive committees met, opting to delay action 
until the spring meeting.
“We discussed the resolution and will sug

gest an appropriate and positive response for 
the full board to consider in its April 
meeting,” said William Pinson, president of 
Golden Gate.

At Southern, a spokesman said the resolu
tion was not on the agenda and was not of
ficially discussed. “There was a great deal of 
concern and hall discussion,” he added.

Grenade hits mission hospital
BARRANQUILLA, Colombia (BP) — A patient and his wife were injured when a hand 

grenade exploded in their room at Baptist Hospital, Barranquilla, Colombia, at 2 a.m. Oct. 
31.

The grenade, which was thrown into the second floor room from below, blew out the 
door and left a two-inch depression in the concrete floor, but did no detectable structural 
damage to adjoining rooms.

The patient and his wife were both in fair condition and are expected to recover. Jerrell 
Ballard, Southern Baptist missionary prosthetist at the hospital, said police believe the pa
tient, and not the hospital, was the target of the grenade attack.

The patient was under police arrest and guard after being involved in a family gun battle 
in which his cousin was killed. The patient had lost an eye in the family fracas that required 
medical attention. Police are investigating a revenge motive. The guard assigned to the pa
tient was in an adjoining room at the time of the explosion and was not injured.

PRAYER GARDEN — Juanita Loving, a member of the Carson-Newman College 
class of 1937 speaks during a recent dedication of the "Loving Prayer Garden" on 
that campus. Miss Loving made the garden possible in memory of her mother, 
father, and brother. C-N President Cordell Maddox listens-

Chilhowee commends
SBC work, schools

Messengers to the annual meeting of 
Chilhowee Association voted last month to 
adopt a resolution commending the work done 
through the Southern Baptist Convention, 
paid honor to several associatonal pastors and 
leaders, and elected new officers to serve for 
the coming year.

Messengers voted to adopt a resolution 
which expressed appreciation “for the faithful 
work done in the name of our Lord through 
the Tennessee and Southern Baptist Conven
tion Boards, Agencies and Schools.” The 
resolution stated that, by its adoption, 
“Chilhowee Baptist Association expresses its 
belief in the overall doctrinal integrity of those 
who have been elected to boards of trust of the 
various institutions, of those who are servants 
of our denomination—both stale and conven
tion. and of those who serve in administrative 
and teaching roles in our schools and 
seminaries.” Special appreciation was ex
pressed to Harrison-Chilhowee Baptist 
Academy in Seymour, and Carson-Newman 
College in Jefferson City.

Dan Dunkel, pastor of Pleasant Grove Bap
tist Church, was elected moderator to succeed 
John H. Franklin, pastor of Everett Hills Bap
tist Church. Other new elections included: 
Troy Cody, pastor of Unity Baptist Church, 
who will serve as vice-moderator; and Edgar 
Miller, a member of First Baptist Church in 
Maryville, who will serve as assistant treasurer. 
Re-elected to their posts were treasurer 
Thomas A Sawyer, First. Maryville member; 
and clerk Robert E. McCullough, pastor of 
Beech Grove Baptist Church.

A resolution was passed honoring retired 
pastors W.H. Lodwick, W.F. Hall, and Park 
M. Keller; the late Billy Joe McCown, a pastor 
who died this past year; and Mr. and Mrs. 
Horrace L. Gennoe, for 21 years of service as 
director of missions and financial secretary 
and assistant clerk.

First Baptist Church in Alcoa, Beech Grove 
in Louisville, and Cedar Grove in Maryville are 
scheduled to host the 1981 sessions of the 
associational meetings on Oct. 22-23.

Union City group asks 
for Beulah membership
William Dodson, pastor of First Baptist 

Church in Martin, was re-elected to serve as 
moderator for Beulah Association during the 
annual associational meeting.

The messengers also accepted the applica
tion of True Faith Baptist Church in Union Ci
ty, which is asking for membership into Beulah 
Association. The church is led by Pastor 
Henry Callison.

Other officers were also re-elected. They 
are: vice-moderator T.C. Thurman, pastor of 
First Baptist Church in Troy; treasurer Bill 
Flood, a member of First Baptist Church in 
Union City; and clerk Gwen Armour, a 
member of First, Troy.

The 128th annual meeting will be held Oct. - 
19, at Pleasant Hill No. 2 Baptist Church and 
Oct. 20 at First church, Martin.

Stone hosts children's 
choir leaders workshop

First Baptist Church, Cookeville, and the 
churches of Stone Baptist Association are 
sponsoring a children’s choir leaders 
workshop, Nov. 14-15, at First Baptist 
Church, Cookeville.

The workshop, designed for workers or 
prospective workers in graded children’s 
choirs, will include two age groupings. The 
preschool and younger children’s workshop 
will be led by Cynthia Curtis of Belmont Col
lege, Nashville. Linda Singleton, director of 
the Baptist Student Union at Motlow Stale 
College, Tullahoma, will lead the older 
children's workshop.

The workshop schedule begins with a 7-10 
p.m. session Nov. 14, and ends with a 8:30 
a.m. to 12 noon session Nov. 15.

Brentwood man to lead 
Nashville Assn, work

William G. Wilson, pastor of Brentwood 
Baptist Church in Brentwood, was elected 
moderator for Nashville Association during its 
recent annual meeting. Wilson succeeds 
Thomas V. Wells, pastor of Dickerson Road 
Baptist Church, in the post.

A Hendersonville pastor, Robert Wooddy, 
will assist in the work of the association by ser
ving as vice-moderator. He is pastor of 
Bluegrass Baptist Church.

Re-elected to their posts were treasurer Carl 
Duck, director of missions for the association, 
and a member of First Baptist Church in 
Nashville; and clerk Doyle Chatham, a 
member of Inglewood Baptist Church in 
Nashville.

Forrest Hills Baptist Church and Lincoya 
Hills Baptist Church, both in Nashville, have 
invited the association to use their facilities for 
the 1981 annual sessions, Oct. 19-20, Duck 
said.
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EDITORIAL

The new president needs our prayers
The people have spoken. In overwhelming numbers the 

voters went to the polls on Tuesday of last week and elected 
Ronald Reagan to be the 40th president of the United States 
of America.

It was a hard, long campaign, but the decision was unmis
takably clear. The citizens were not pleased with the adminis
tration of President Jimmy Carter, and they wanted a change.

The election of Reagan, along with a dramatic shift in the 
Senate, could be described in other nations as an “overthrow 
of the government.” We should be thankful that we live in a 
nation where such changes are accomplished only by the force 
of the ballot box!

It behooves us as American citizens to stand behind 
the man elected by our democratic process. Regardless of how 
you voted or what is your political persuasion, Reagan is the 
duly-elected president of our nation.

We must pray for our president-elect. Our prayers in his 
behalf should already be abundant, as he faces the decisions 
of selecting his cabinet and close advisors and begins to plot 
the course of America for the next four years.

And, we need to be patient with our new president. His 
promised changes cannot be accomplished as quickly as some 
citizens desire.

Carter was gracious in his concession — apparently having 
been told earlier in the week by his advisors that his defeat 
was eminent. He has pledged to make the transition of admin
istrations as smoothly as possible. We must continue our 
prayers for him during this period, remembering that he is 
our president until Jan. 20, 1981.

Reagan needs our support as he seeks to deal with two 
critical economic issues in our nation — inflation and 
unemployment. These two “pocketbook” issues plagued 
Carter during his presidency, and bis administration’s ina
bility to solve these problems, doubtlessly was the major fac
tor in his defeat.

A plus from last week’s election is the definite resurgence 
of the two-party system — especially in the South. For the 
first time in a generation, the Republicans control — 
although ever so slightly — the U.S. Senate.

The desire for change did not carry over into Tennessee’s 
congressional elections. All eight of our representatives were 
easily re-elected. Neither of our two senators faced re-election 
this year.

Tennesseans are to be commended for their voting record.
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The election of 1980 is over.
Ronald Reagan was the “best” choice, because he was 

chosen in the best way — by a free election carried out under 
the widest possible public scrutiny.

He is our president. He needs and deserves our prayers and 
our patience.

GUEST EDITORIAL

4In Jesus’ name’

By Duke K. McCall, president
Southern Baptist Theological Seminary, Louisville, Ky.

Only a controversy about love is more incredible than a contro
versy about prayer. A context of debate has seldom sharpened 
understanding of Christian doctrines. But now we need some 
theology to get us out of the corner into which we are painted. We 
must neither claim too much for ourselves nor deny too much for 
others.
“In Jesus’ name” is not a magical phrase that rings God’s chimes. 

Even many Christian ministers think so. They signal their views by 
adding adjectives like, “in Jesus’ precious name” — as if we could 
heighten our claims on God by flattery.

We have confused our twentieth century, western thinking about 
an individual’s name with the first century Jewish understanding of 
name as connoting the essential being and purpose and character of 
the person. “In Jesus’ name” has the force in the New Testament of 
Paul’s idea of being “in Christ.”

The key passage for understanding prayer in Jesus’name is John 
14:11-20. In this passage Jesus says, “...He that believeth on Me, the 
works that I do, shall he do also...and whatsoever ye shall ask in My 
name that will I do, that the Father may be glorified in the Son. If ye 
shall ask anything in My name, that will I do. If you love Me, ye will 
keep My commandments.... In that day ye shall know that I am in 
My Father and ye in Me and I in you.”

When a Christian adds “in Jesus’ name” or “in Christ’s name” to 
his prayers, he is not like a Shintoist ringing a bell to get God’s atten
tion or reminding God that He owes the Christian a favorable 
response. Instead the Christian is reaffirming his covenant with 
Christ, repeating his promise to do the works of his Lord, and saying 
in effect. “These things are asked that Your kingdom may come and 
Your will be done on earth as it is in heaven.”

Jesus promised that whatever is asked in this way, “that will I do, 
that the Father may be glorified in the Son” (John 14:13).

But not all of my prayers are designed for God’s glory. Like you, I 
sometimes pray because of my personal need or the need of a friend 
or loved one. When I add “in Jesus’ name” to such a prayer, it can 
only mean, “Nevertheless, not my will, but Thy will be done.” I am 
depending on the grace of God the Father and have no merit of my 
own, not even my Christian faith.

Other “God-seekers” who have never accepted the Christian 
Messiah will find God gracious even as we do. All men pray 
sometimes, and sometimes God orders the future in response to their 
prayers out of His mercy. But He always responds to the prayer that 
is truly “in Jesus’ name.”

Jesus had to redefine even for His disciples their understanding of 
the Messiah. When Peter said, “Thou art the Christ, the Son of the 
living God,” Jesus, having accepted that confession of faith as true, 
promptly tried to expand the disciples’ awareness to include “the 
suffering servant.” This was so foreign to Peter that he provoked 
Jesus to say, “Get thee behind Me, Satan. Thou art an offense unto 
Me.”

We share the Old Testament with our Jewish friends and 
neighbors, but our interpretation of the messianic passages is 
transformed by the teaching of Jesus and His resurrection. It is not a 
put-down, but an evidence of our caring when we share our Christian 
faith with anyone. We do believe “there is none other name under 
heaven given among men whereby we must be saved” (Acts 4:12).

Finally, I do believe in prayer. I do not believe that prayer changes 
things, but I believe that God changes things in answer to prayer. I 
want all men to pray believing that in the power of God miracles 
happen.

Cicero’s
comment

By the editor
Last week the citizens of America elected 

Ronald Reagan as our 40th president.
Once every four years since citizens in some 

of the states elected “electors” on Jan. 7; 
1789, to choose the first president, we have the 
privilege and opportunity to participate in the 
election of the president of the United States.

Over the years, the process has changed 
somewhat as political parties were formed and 
these electors who are chosen by the voters are 
precommitted to a specific candidate.

My interest and excitement in presidential 
elections go back to 1944. 1 recall as a 12-year- 
old spending hours with a radio listening to the 
likes of Robert Trout and H. V. Kaltenborn.

The Democratic Party turned again that 
year to Franklin D. Roosevelt for an un
precedented fourth term, believing that the na
tion should not change presidents in the midst 
of a war. The Republican Party selected New 
York Governor Thomas E. Dewey, who 
described Roosevelt as “an old man who sits 
by the fire and dreams of the past” — an ob
vious reference to Roosevelt’s fireside chats on 
the radio.

Since that time, I have avidly listened to the 
political conventions and the general elections 
returns.

However, it now seems that the “zing” has 
gone out of the presidential election process. •

This overwhelming conviction came Tues
day night of last week, when NBC-TV pro
jected a winner by 7:15 p.m. CST — before I 
even got home from the polls to turn my televi
sion set on and get my charts out!

My disenchantment includes the political 
conventions. Not since 1960 has either party’s 
convention needed more than one ballot to 
select its nominee. This is a far cry from the 
103 ballots the Democratic Party needed in 
1924 to settle on James W. Davis.

I hate to blame the media for all of this “cut 
and dried” politics, but radio, television, and 
newspapers (and their computers) certainly 
have been a major factor.

Now, most potential presidential candidates 
announce their intentions at least one year 
before the election. Through the growing 
number of state presidential primaries — all of 
^hich seem to have become “media events” — 
we are given a running account of who has 
how many committed delegates.

Therefore, everyone knows who will be the 
parties’ nominees long before the political con
ventions gather.

About the only suspense left is who will be 
the vice-presidential nominees — but this is 
always announced by the presidential 
nominees before the delegates vote.

Since the nominees are well-known and 
publicized before the delegates gather, the 
political convention’s main theme is attacking 
the other party’s nominee — hardly very 
suspenseful!

After a campaign in which the candidates 
are quoted in miles of newsprint and hours of 
television time, election day finally comes. On 
election night, the television commentators are 
torn between trying to make their projected 
winner before the other networks and trying to 
maintain some interest in the returns, so that 
the viewers won’t switch to an old movie or go 
on to bed.

It could be that all of this mass media 
madness has contributed to the continuing 
decline in the percentage of voters who bother 
to cast their ballots in elections.

Anyway, I’m glad that I don’t live in those 
western time zones. It must seem futile tq go to 
the polls — after the networks have announced 
who the winner is!
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Letters on any religion-related subject are welcomed. Letters of over 300 words 
will not be used. Other letters may be shortened at the discretion of the editor. 
No unsigned letters will be printed, but writer’s name will be withheld for 
sufficient reason. Letters must contain complete address.

'WBA and Bold Missions
Dear editor:

Recent letters in the Baptist and Reflector 
have urged against the proposed MBA pro
gram at Belmont College on the basis that it 
will “take money away from Bold Missions 
Thrust.”

I, too, am concerned about Bold Missions, 
having served a sabbatical year teaching at 
Nigerian Baptist Seminary, but to say Bel
mont’s proposal would damage Bold Missions 
is a complete misunderstanding of the situa
tion.

The proposed MBA program will be funded 
from two major sources: (1) tuition and fees, 
and (2) support from the Nashville business 
community at whose request the program 
would be instituted. No additional 
Cooperative Program funds are needed or an
ticipated.

In reality, such a program could well be 
beneficial to Bold Missions. A large percentage 
of the graduates would be members of Baptist 
churches who would be increasing their earn
ings, and hopefully would increase the contri
butions to Bold Missions through their local 
churches. Thus, Bold Missions should not be 
used as a reason to vote against this program, 
but rather is more like a reason to vote for it.

John H. Tullock
Belmont College
Nashville, TN 37203

The writer is chairman of the department of 
religion and philosophy at Belmont College. 
(editor)

Education priorities

Dear editor:
I regret to see the current effort to authorize 

graduate level programs in our Baptist Col
leges, and the particular move to initiate a 
graduate program in business administration 
at Belmont College. I regret more the ad
ministration’s direction and philosophy 
represented by such a recommendation.

If we are to exist in the education 
marketplace, there must be solid reason for 
that existence. No such basis has been 
demonstrated for graduate programs. The 
energies of our administrators and the finan
cial resources need instead to be focused on 
academic and spiritual excellence.

Of concern is that Belmont College has 
seemingly allowed the religion department to 
receive a minimized priority, lending reason to 

believe the alleged need for a MBA program to 
train church business administrators is 
overstated and could be undersupported.

If the majority of the faculty approved the 
proposed MBA program, one wonders if such 
approval was in anticipation of improved 
salaries and benefits allegedly part of the addi
tion of graduate programs. Tennessee Baptists 
have a moral obligation to those instructors 
who teach in our colleges at a payscale that is 
often neither competitive nor fair.

The generosity of the anonymous donor is 
applauded and appreciated, but we have 
learned long ago not to build on the resources 
of a single donor. Undergraduate students 
should not have to bear any increase in costs to 
provide for a graduate school. Soaring costs, 
particularly in our Baptist schools, are a major 
concern to parents and those who counsel 
young people about college.

It is my hope that the convention will choose 
to deny the proposal for graduate programs, 
and that they will also initiate a study of the 
role of our Christian colleges as extentions of 
the mission of the church. Creative thought in 
this area could lead us in very different and ex
citing directions.

Larry Smith
605 Woodcrest Ave.
Lewisburg, TN 37091

Upper Volta questions
Dear editor:

Since the Executive Board meeting in 
September, the Upper Volta Project has been 
very much on my mind and in my prayers. It is 
a project which touches our sympathies; but 
before the convention votes on ft, I would 
sincerely hope that each messenger will confer 
thoughtfully with his church and come to the 
convention, not opposed to the project, but 
conscientiously determined to investigate 
thoroughly the physical and financial aspects 
of it.

Will this project take away from other 
hungry children elsewhere?

Once started, will this project snowball 
financially, because there will be no stopping 
point.

I’m well aware that we cannot be all things 
to all people, but I pray that we will not com
mit ourselves to be all things to one people, 
and in so doing, hurt many others.

Margqret McSwain
603 North Poplar
Paris, TN 38242

Jesus, the lifeline
Dear editor:

If the ones who are confused about what 
Bailey Smith said would read John 14:6 and 
the ninth chapter of Hebrews, they would 
understand what he was saying.

John 14:6 says, “I am the way, the truth, 
and the life; no man cometh unto the Father 
but by Me.”

To deny Jesus Christ our Lord would close 
our lifeline to the Father.

Mildred Bramlett
Rt. 1, Box 384
Old Fort, TN 37362

BSSB employs Haywood
NASHVILLE — David Haywood was 

employed recently in the office of communica
tions of the Southern Baptist Sunday School 
Board as a photojournalist.

Haywood, a native of North Carolina, 
moved to the Sunday School Board from 
Harrison-Chilhowee Baptist Academy, 
Seymour, where he was coordinator of public 
relations.

He is a graduate of Mars Hill, (N.C.) Col
lege and Southeastern Baptist Theological 
Seminary, Wake Forest, N.C.

I
 Personal x 

perspective |
BY TOM MADDEN A

TBC executive secretary y
These past weeks it has been my privilege to 

be in several churches of our convention. 1 am 
always impressed how each church has its own 
distinct personality. Each church meets the 
needs of the community in which it ministers.

The church projects 
her programs, voice, 
and message. She 
becomes a spiritual 
landmark by which 
people can check their 
positions, their 
spiritual progress, and 
direction.

The Church belongs 
to Jesus. The church is

Madden His property. Jesus did 
not claim many things while on this earth, but 
He did claim the Church. He said, “I will build 
my Church.” 1 recall Jesse Northcutt sharing 
the following experience. He had been asked to 
preach at a denominational meeting. He was 
walking through the church building and asked 
the caretaker, a faithful Christian, “What 
shall I preach about?” The gracious custodian 
answered, “Why don’t you preach about His 
Church? Northcutt did. The church doesn’t 
belong to us; it does belong to Jesus.

The Church of Jesus Christ is His com
munity. We are a called-out and then a called- 
together people. The church is a community of 
the redeemed. Each person is different, just as 
each of the twelve disciples was different, pool
ing talents and resources, and growing more 
like Jesus Christ through the indwelling of His 
Holy Spirit.

The Church of Jesus Christ will ultimately 
Triumph. Christ said, “The gates of hell shall 
not prevail against it.” It will triumph over sin, 
death, and hell.

The Church is not perfect. It does have a 
perfect head, which is Christ. As long as 
believers constitute the body, there will not be 
perfection. The local church, not an end in 
itself, is made up of joyful believers making 
their way to a new and better land, all the while 
striving to become a worthy representation of 
Christ on this earth.

Pinkelton to lead
Giles County work

Mack Pinkelton, pastor of New Hope Bap
tist Church in Lawrenceburg, was re-elected 
moderator for Giles County Association at its 
recent annual session.

Elected to serve with Pinkelton were: vice
moderator James D. Nave, pastor of Highland 
Baptist Church; treasurer Bobby Howell, a 
member of Shores Baptist Church; and clerk 
Paul Yant, a member at New Hope.

The 1981 annual sessions are scheduled to be 
held Oct. 23-24 at New Zion Baptist Church in 
Pulaski.

J. B. Patterson feted 
in William Carey

T.B. Patterson, pastor of Mulberry Baptist 
Church, Mulberry, was honored by messengers 
of William Carey Association for 25 years as 
pastor of that congregation.

Meeting in annual session last month, the 
messengers also elected William Suddarth, 
pastor of Cash Point Baptist Church, as 
moderator. He succeeds Charles Gresham, 
pastor of West End Baptist Church.

The association’s new vice-moderator will be 
Larry Meeks, pastor of Hilldale Baptist 
Church. Gail Gresham, a member at West 
End, will continue to serve as treasurer and 
clerk.

The next annual meeting is scheduled to be 
held Oct. 19-20 at Lexie Cross Roads Baptist 
Church in Belvidere and First Baptist Church 
in Fayetteville.

Sequatchie Valley 
re-elects officers

Sequatchie Valley Association held its recent 
annual meeting and re-elected officers to serve 
for the coming year.

Billy Ellison, pastor of First Baptist Church 
in Jasper, was re-elected moderator. Other of
ficers are: vice-moderator Michael McGough, 
pastor of First Baptist Church in Whitwell; 
treasurer Brenda Ridge, a member at 
Whitwell; and clerk Ray Chism, a minister at 
First, Jasper.

The 1981 sessions will be held Oct. 22-23 at 
Laager Baptist Church and Cold Springs Bap
tist Church.

An Explosion

Children of all ages will 
enjoy these songs of praise, 
both old and new-all sung 
by one of the most exciting 

childrens groups in America.
MM0068A

The Kids Praise Album
Look for the complete Praise series at the Praise Center 
at your BAPTIST BOOK STORES
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Our People
PEOPLE...

First Baptist Church in Humboldt ordained 
Lyndell Bunn as a deacon recently. Raymond 
A. Boston, pastor, preached the ordination 
message.

In Knoxville, Lincoln Park Baptist Church 
ordained Tim Blair, Kent Marcum, R. J. 
Sharpe, and John Wuerdeman as deacons. 
Speaker for the ordination service was Charles 
Lemons. Ted J. Ingram is pastor.

Brentwood Baptist Church, Brentwood, or
dained Stephen Endrizzi and Cal Reynolds as 
deacons earlier this month. Bill Wilson is 
pastor.

Don G. Mitchell, Kathy Dobyns, Imogene 
Brewer, and Roger Gribble were ordained as 
deacons at First Baptist Church in Jefferson 
City recently. Larry M. Taylor is pastor.

Deacon ordination services were held at First 
Baptist Church in Jonesboro for Jim Brandt, 
Bill Laugbrun, and Paul Masters. John S. 
Carpenter is pastor.

Four deacons were ordained in special serv
ices Oct. 26 at Central Baptist Church, 
Johnson City. They are: Gerald Edmundson, 
Dean Owens, Guy Pealer Jr., and Tom 
Wilkinson. Pastor James Sorrell delivered the 
ordination sermon.

West End Baptist Church in Athens 
ordained Kenneth Charles, Dennis Charles, 
and David Coleman as deacons recently. Ed 
Casteel is pastor.

Dale West was ordained as a deacon by 
North Etowah Baptist Church, Etowah, 
recently. Don Pharris is pastor.

Shady Grove Baptist Church. Somerville, 
ordained two deacons. They are Robert Logan 
and Jerry W. Culver.

Dunaway Conner Jr. was scheduled to be or
dained to the gospel ministry by First Baptist 
Church in Ripley on Sunday, Oct. 26.

First Baptist Church in Manchester ordained 
Dale Alsup as a deacon. Murphy Martin is 
pastor.

Fred Bernhardt, Barney Doyle, and Dean 
Poelman were ordained as deacons at Haven
view Baptist Church in Memphis recently. 
Jerry Haughton, pastor, preached the ordina
tion sermon. The church recently celebrated its 
20th anniversary as a congregation. Buford 
Easley, New Orleans, was the special guest 
speaker.

Calvary Baptist Church in Heiskell ordained 
Carl Wright, Edd Bowne, and James Bennett 
as deacons. Ernest Wright, pastor of Bishop
ville Baptist Church in Midland Association, 
preached the ordination sermon. Calvary’s 
pastor, Harold Ogle, gave the charge to the 
deacons.

Hugh Lindsay was ordained as a deacon 
earlier this month at Immanuel Baptist Church 
in Knoxville. Joe W. Chandler is pastor.

Lincoya Hills Baptist Church in Nashville 
ordained Joe Mobley, Crawford Kitchens, Bill 
Rush, Doug McCanless, and Terry Scholes as 
deacons. Church staff members David Moore, 
pastor, Woody Parker, minister of education, 
and Bill Scudder, minister of music, par
ticipated in the service.

Graceland Baptist Church in Memphis, or
dained Doug Ward as a deacon recently. The 
ordination sermon and charge to the deacon 
were given by Pastor E. Lowell Adams.

Henry Jones and Bill Martindale were or
dained as deacons at First Baptist Church in 
Tullahoma recently.

and Our Churches . . .
Ed Bucy was ordained as a beacon this 

month in services at First Baptist Church in 
Martin. Bill Bates was the guest speaker. D. 
William Dodson Jr. is pastor of the church.

Trinity Baptist Church in Manchester or
dained Herb Hammers, Gary Dyer, Mark 
Goddard, and Randy Stevens as deacons 
recently. Pastor Steve Bingham delivered the 
ordination message.

First Baptist Church in Etowah ordained 
three men as deacons earlier this month. They 
are B.W. Cooley, Larry Lanning, and Gene 
Smith. Harold Hunter, pastor, conducted the 
ordination service, speaking on “Wisdom in 
the Ways of God.’’

J.L. Hyder was recognized by Stoney Creek 
Baptist Church in Elizabethton recently as he 
observed his 50th year as an ordained deacon. 
He was ordained on Oct. 15, 1930 under the 
leadership of the late Pastor D.R. Kilgore. 
Hyder received an ordination certificate by 
current pastor Kenneth Jordan. The certificate 
bears the signature of Hyder’s wife, who has 
been church clerk since 1928.

White Oak Baptist Church in Chattanooga 
ordained Clyde Alford, Bill Bayless, Steve 
Cathell, and Mike Clements as deacons recent- 
ly.

Robert Brown, Robert Deyo, Robert 
Young, and Larry Bogard were ordained as 
deacons by Ardmore Baptist Church in Mem
phis. Norris Smith is pastor.

Leroy Parrish was ordained as a deacon 
recently by Ewing Baptist Church in Nashville. 
Pastor Douglas M. Anderson delivered the or
dination message.

Malesus Baptist Church, Jackson, ordained 
David Frye and B.J. Utley Jr. as deacons 
earlier this month. Adrian Knipper is pastor.

Scenic Hills Baptist Church, Memphis, or
dained J.W. Hambick, J.O. West, and Charles 
Morgan as deacons. William E. Burney is 
pastor.

Calvary Baptist Church, Elizabethton or
dained Hunter Allen and Paul Bailiff as 
deacons this month. Ray Sorrels is pastor.

Members of Westwood Baptist Church in 
Nashville honored Mr. and Mrs. Clarence 
Evetts on their 50th wedding anniversary 
recently. James M. Gregg is their pastor.

Lockeland Baptist Church in Nashville or
dained Ray Payne and Darryl Wilson as 
deacons. Herbert Higdon is pastor.

Erby Passons Jr. was scheduled to be or
dained by Woodland Baptist Church in Chat
tanooga recently. C. Henry Preston is pastor.

Members of First Baptist Church in 
Cleveland participated in the deacon ordina
tion services for Arnold Botts, Lamar Martin, 
and John McCall recently. Marvin R. Gibson 
is pastor.

First Baptist Church in Whiteville ordained 
Leon Grey as a deacon recently. The message 
and charge to the candidate were brought by 
Pastor Don Hammons.

Ronny Lee Waycaster, son of Mr. and Mrs. 
Leroy Waycaster, Memphis, was ordained 
recently to the gospel ministry at Northview 
Baptist Church in that city. Waycaster is a 
graduate of Southwestern Baptist Theological 
Seminary in Fort Worth where he earned a 
master of divinity degree. Waycaster has been 
called as pastor of First Baptist Church in 
Crystal City, Tex. Bob Kendig brought the or
dination message, and Shelby County Associa
tion Director of Missions Gordon Crocker led 

in the ordination prayer. Fred Trexler Jr. is 
pastor at Northview.

Virginia Avenue Baptist Church, Bristol, 
honored James D. Wright as the oldest living 
and active member of the church recently. The 
occasion was his 95th birthday. Wright is ac
tive at the church, particularly in his Sunday 
School class.

First Baptist Church in Clinton honored Mr. 
and Mrs. Sherman Pratt on the occasion of 
their 50th wedding anniversary earlier this 
month. Samuel Dean is pastor of the Clinton 
congregation.

CHURCHES...
Members of Maplewood Baptist Church in 

Paris held note-burning services recently signi
fying the debt free condition of the church. 
Paul Veazey, pastor, reported that the 
membership was challenged to begin the 
decade of the 80s with a renewed interest in 
bold missions. The congregation was asked to 
increase its mission giving to 33 percent within 
the next few years. The church presently gives 
22 percent to all mission causes.

Construction was planned for completion 
last month on additional education and 
fellowship space for Rossville Baptist Church, 
Rossville.

Ground breaking services were held at 
Union Grove Baptist Church in Niota for a 
sanctuary and educational space near the 
church’s present site. The new structure will 
cost approximately $140,000, according to 
Pastor Bruce Yates.

LEADERSHIP...
Charlotte Road Baptist Church in Nashville 

called Keith Creasy as music minister last 
month. He is a former part-time music director 
at Cross Creek Baptist Church in Indian 
Mound, Tenn. A graduate of Austin Peay 
State University in Clarksville, he was raised in 
McKenzie. Joel C. Thielepape is pastor of the 
Nashville congregation.

Terry Wade was called as associate pastor in 
charge of education and outreach at Leaclair 
Baptist Church in Memphis. He was ordained 
at that church last month. Wade is a recent 
graduate of Southwestern Baptist Theological 
Seminary, Fort Worth. William George is 
pastor.

Morris Memorial Baptist Church, Moscow, 
called Jimmy Rowland as music and youth 
director.

Scenic Hills Baptist Church, Memphis, 
called Joseph M. King as minister of music and 
youth. William E. Burney is pastor.

New Grove Baptist Church in Dellrose 
called Dwight Bledsoe as interim pastor recent
ly. He was ordained to the gospel ministry 
recently at Bradshaw Baptist Church, Pulaski.

Norman Willie, minister of education at 
Brainerd Baptist Church in Chattanooga for 
the past 11 years, has been called as pastor of 
First Baptist Church in Newport, Ky. A 
graduate of Limestone College in South 
Carolina and Southern Baptist Theological 
Seminary, Louisville, he has been a trustee for 
East Tennessee Baptist Hospital, Knoxville; a 
member of the Hamilton County Baptist 
Association long range planning committee; 
and has held a preaching assignment for the 
Foreign Mission Board in Zambia, Africa. He 
also led.Sunday School and church training 
enlargement campaigns and conferences in 
numerous states.

Paul Ridgway is serving as interim minister 
of music at First Baptist Church in Maryville. 
He is presently assistant professor and chair
man of the keyboard committee at Carson- 

Newman College in Jefferson City. He has 
served as music director for churches in Il
linois, Germany, and Maryland and has per
formed in solo recitals in Orchestra Hall, 
Chicago, Ill., and with the Memphis Sym
phony Orchestra. Nobel D. Brown is pastor of 
the Maryville congregation.

Leaclair Baptist Church, Memphis, called 
StanMay as youth minister. William George is 
pastor.

New Victory Baptist Church, Jonesboro, 
called E. J. Hall as interim pastor recently.

Marvin Tate resigned as pastor of Calvary 
Chapel Baptist Church in Dyer Association 
recently.

Larry Booth, minister of outreach at Kens
ington Baptist Church in Memphis for the past 
year, has accepted the call as pastor of Cascilla 
Baptist Church in Cascilla, Miss. He went to 
the new field of service last month. Don T. 
Wilson is pastor at Kensington.

First Baptist Church in Oak Ridge called 
Philip Adams as minister of youth activities. 
Dillard Mynatt is pastor.

John Outland was called as interim pastor of 
First Baptist Church in Norris.

Members of Green River Baptist Church in 
Waynesboro issued a unanimous call to 
Charlie Hickman to serve as associate pastor 
of that congregation. A deacon there for the 
past several years, he is a local business 
manager in Waynesboro. Ivan Raley is pastor 
of the Green River church.

Robbie Robison, minister of youth at First 
Baptist Church in Mt. Juliet, has accepted the 
call to serve as minister of music and youth at 
First Baptist Church in Troy.

Gillespie Avenue Baptist Church, Knoxville, 
called Karen Marlow as music and youth direc
tor. A graduate of Converse College in Spar
tanburg, S.C., she-is pursuing a graduate 
degree at the University of Tennessee in Knox
ville. Robert R. Sharp is pastor at Gillespie 
Avenue.

Frank Boston is serving as interim pastor at 
Fairview Baptist Church in Clinton Associa
tion.

REVIVALS...
Mike Christian, pastor of First Baptist 

Church, Gordonsville, was scheduled to 
preach in revival services Npv. 5-9 at Madison 
Creek Baptist Church in Goodlettsville. 
Services were held at 7:00 each evening, ac
cording to the church’s pastor, James Munro. 
Don Stringfellow, music director at Madison 
Creek led the singing.

Tennessee Evangelist Henry Linginfelter led 
revival services for First Baptist Church in Mt. 
Juliet recently. The church reported 38 addi
tions, 27 of them coming for baptism. Dick 
Barrett brought the special music. Billie Friel is 
pastor.

Graceland Baptist Church in Memphis held 
a revival meeting Oct. 19-23 under the leader
ship of Thomas E.'Halsell, executive secretary- 
of the West Virginia Convention of Southern 
Baptists. The music was under the direction of 
Tim Logan, minister of music and outreach for 
Graceland. There were a number of decisions, 
according to Pastor E. Lowell Adams.

Joe Webster, 84, and Perkins Treadway, 83, 
were among several who were baptized during 
revival services at Bear Cove Baptist Church in 
Sparta recently. F. M. Dowell, Nashville, was 
the evangelist. Dowell is former director of the 
Tennessee Baptist Convention evangelism 
department. Daniel Farris, Cookeville, was the 
song leader. James Lee is pastor at Bear Cove.
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Back to Basics'
By William L. Palmer

"And the things that thou hast heard of me 
among many witnesses, the same commit thou 
to faithful men, who shall be able to teach 
others also (2 Timothy 2:2). ”

Having been born and reared in Colorado, I 
was first introduced as a teenager to Southern 
Baptists in the dually-aligned Capitol Hill 
Metropolitan Baptist Church in Washington, 
D.C. I became a Tennessee Baptist in 
Cleveland after returning from World War II 
military service. My father had been an east 
Tennessean. He was born on Caney Creek out 
from Rogersville. I have considered myself in 
God’s will as my dad’s dividend back to Ten
nessee.

Little did I think in 1946 that some day I 
would have the honor and privilege of serving 
God and serving you as president of the Ten
nessee Baptist Convention. I am grateful for 
the blessings which have been mine. This has 
been a tremendous year. Thanks be to God for 
His glorious works among us.

I will long remember being president in this 
year of achievement among us as Tennessee 
Baptists. At least two most significant reqpm- 
mendations are being presented to you at this 
convention. You will have the opportunity to 
become part of a sister-state relationship with 
the Michigan Baptist Convention, and you will 
be challenged to participate in the Upper Volta 
Hunger and Relief Project in Africa. These are 
Bold Mission Thrusts.

We praise God for our salvation, for His 
love expressed to us in Jesus, and for abundant 
and eternal life. We praise God for His bless
ings upon us as Southern Baptists. In my per
sonal knowledge of our convention, I have 
seen Southern Baptist membership grow from 
about 5-million to nearly 13.5-miilton. 
Southern Baptist giving through more than 
35,000 churches supports 6 seminaries with 
over 10,000 students, 67 schools including Bi
ble schools, 1,100 Baptist Student Union direc
tors, 6,000 full-time missionaries at home and 
in 90 other countries, numerous radio and 
television programs every week, and an 
average of 1,000 baptisms per day for the past 
25 years. We have been greatly blessedly God. 
I believe there are good reasons for our 
spiritual achievements.

Baptists have been and are a people of con
cern. We believe that people apart from saving 
faith are lost and that for them to die in their 
sins is for them to be separated from God in 
hell for all eternity.

We believe that witnessing is every Chris
tian’s job. Proclamation of the gospel, the 
good news, is our task. We believe that in 
Jesus Christ there is forgiveness for the guilt 
and burden of sin, purpose and strength for 
living today, and hope and assurance for the 
future.

If we are to make the gospel known to every 
person on earth by the year 2000, we are going 
to have to get back to some basics that have 
made us the great denomination that we are to
day. A generation ago we were enrolling peo
ple in our Sunday Schools through outreach. 
“A Million More in ’54” was more than a 
significant slogan. Our people were taking time 
to study such books as The Ministry of Visita
tion (Sizemore, 1954), The Call of the Harvest
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(McKay, 1956), Using the Sunday School in 
Evangelism (Sanderson, 1958), The Pull of the 
People (Barnett, 1959), and Outreach for the 
Unreached (Washburn, 1960).

We need to get back to basics.
In our day, people are neglecting the enrich

ment opportunities offered by church training. 
Indifference to personal Biblical understand
ing and acceptance of interests conflicting with 
attendance at our churches on Sunday even
ings have dulled our spiritual sensitivities. We 
need to get back to our studying to show 
ourselves approved unto God as workmen that 
need not to be ashamed.

We need to get back to basics.
Concern for evangelism and missions is 

basic to spiritual success. These concerns truly 
bind us together. Evangelism and missions are 
not options for us. Dr. James Stewart in Thine 
Is the Kingdom wrote: ‘‘...the concern for 
world evangelization is not something tacked 
on to a man’s personal Christianity, which he 
may take or leave as he chooses: it is rooted in- 
defeasibly (it is not capable of being annulled 
or made void) in the character of the God who 
has come to us in Jesus. Thus it can never be 
the province of a few enthusiasts, a sideline or 
speciality of those who happen to have a bent 
that way. It is the distinctive mark of being a 
Christian. To accept Christ is to enlist under a 
missionary banner.”

Not only have Baptists been a people of con
cern for missions and evangelism, bu^ Baptists 
have been and are a people of conviction. We 
are Baptists by conviction. We ought to be 
unashamed and unapologetic for our Baptist 
convictions, our Baptist beliefs, our Baptist 
distindtives. Our behavior is the direct result of 
our beliefs, because our beliefs determine our 
value systems. Right belief is authenticated by 
right behavior.

Baptists sincerely desire to be in conformity 
with the New Testament in their beliefs and 
practices. Our understanding of the teachings 
of the New Testament is the source of our 
distinctive Baptist views. We generally refer to 
ourselves as New Testament Christians.

Dr. B. H. Carroll laid down four proposi
tions: 1.) ‘‘The New Testament is the law of 
Christianity,” 2.) “All the New Testament is 
the law of Christianity,” 3.) “The New Testa
ment is all the law of Christianity,” and 4.) 
“The New Testament always will be all the law 
of Christianity.” Based upon the New Testa
ment, we Baptists have some distinctive 
beliefs.

We should believe as intensely as Dr. John 
A. Broadus did that “it is the duty of Baptists 
to teach their distinctive views.” Many years 
ago Dr. Broadus wrote a booklet in which he 
gave four reasons why we Baptists should 
teach our distinctive views. He said: 1.) “To 
teach our distinctive views is a duty we Owe to 
ourselves.” 2.) “To teach our distinctive views
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is a duty we owe to our fellow-Christians.” 3.) 
“To teach our distinctive views is a duty we 
owe to the unbelieving world.” 4.) “To teach 
our distinctive views is not only a duty to 
ourselves, to our fellow-Christians, and to the 
unbelieving world, but it is a duty we owe to 
Christ.” Let us get back to basics in our 
teaching and in our preaching.

Denominational solidarity is to be main
tained through our clear and constant teaching 
of our distinctive Baptist beliefs. 1 fully realize 
that when 1 say, “Baptists believe,” I speak 
only for myself as one Baptist who believes, 
“Baptists believe....”

1. Baptists believe in The Absolute Lordship 
of Jesus Christ. The Lordship of Jesus Christ 
over the believer U the foundation truth upon 
which Baptists build. The Apostle Paul in 
writing to the Philippians said, “Wherefore 
God also hath highly exalted Him, and given 
Him a name which is above every name: that at 
the name of Jesus every knee should bow, of 
things in heaven, and things in earth, and 
things under the earth; and that every tongue 
should confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the 
glory of God the father” (2:9-11).

The Lordship of Jesus Christ comes from His 
eternal deity and power. He is the anointed 
Son of our sovereign God. His Lordship comes 
from His vicarious redemption and His vic
torious resurrection. Jesus Christ is the Living 
Word of God. “The Word became flesh” 
(John 1:14). Joyful obedience to Jesus as Lord 
is the essence of our Christian living.

2. Baptists believe that The Bible Is the Final 
Authority in Matters of Faith and Practice. 
Baptists have been known as a people of The 
Book. Baptists believe that the Bible is divine 
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in its origin, absolute in its authority, and suf
ficient in its message. The Bible speaks with 
authority because it is the written Word of 
God.

The Apostle Paul in writing to Timothy 
said, “All Scripture is given by inspiration of 
God and is profitable for doctrine, for reproof, 
for correction, for instruction in righteousness; 
That the man of God may be perfect, 
thoroughly furnished unto all good works” (2 
Timothy 3:16,17). The Bible is a book which 
has come from God. The Bible is a book which 
was written by men who were inspired by God. 
The Bible is a book which is to be believed and 
trusted, obeyed and followed, taught and prac
ticed.

3. Baptists believe in A Personal Experience 
of Salvation by Grace through Faith in the 
Lord Jesus Christ. Salvation is God’s gift of 
divine grace. This regenerating experience is ef
fected within a human life by the power of 
God’s Holy Spirit. Salvation is received by 
man through repentance and faith. A man 
acknowledges his sin and separation from 
God. He sincerely repents and places personal 
trust in Jesus Christ. The Apostle Paul in 
writing to the Ephesians said, “For by grace 
are ye saved through faith; and that not of 
yourselves: it is the gift of God: Not of works, 
lest any man should boast” (Ephesians 2:8,9).

4. Baptists believe in The Priesthood of the 
Individual Believer. The Bible teaches that all 
Christians are priests with direct access to God 
and with responsibility to mediate God’s truth 
to the world. Christians have a personal ex
perience with God and a personal access to 
God.

(Continued on page 12)
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Unusual Sunday shows new response in Italy
MOTTOLA, Italy (BP) — Wearily, Amelio 

Giannetta braced against the cold, hard wind 
which stung his cheeks and snatched his breath 
as he scurried to his warm car.

Despite the chill, Giannetta felt warmth as he 
reflected on his evening with an Italian couple, 
Mimo and Maria. Just a few days before, 
Mimo had told Maria, “Just leave me alone. 
Don’t bother me anymore with your church.”

But he had consented to a visit from Gian
netta and his wife, Lidia, Italian-born 
Southern Baptist missionaries on special 
assignment in their native land after 20 years as 
missionaries to Brazil.

After midnight, stuffed with fine Italian 
cooking, Giannetta rose and said, “Mimo, 
before we go, won’t you join me in prayer, 
asking the Lord to make this the beginning of a 
new day in your life?”

Mimo did so. Then he said, “Why do you 
want to go away now? Stay a little longer.”

* Citizen’s Corner J 
J By Jerry M. Self 
J Public affairs and Christian life * 

consultant jf-
Nationally, the Republican sweep has made 

considerable changes in the complexion of our 
government.

What has happened, however, in Tennessee? 
The recent election made very little change for 
Tennessee politics.

Neither United States senator was up for 
election, nor was the 
governor. All eight re
presentatives to the 
United States Congress 
were re-elected. And 
little change was 
brought about in the 
State Legislature.

State Senator Har- 
vill, a Democrat, 
retired and was replac
ed by Representative
Darnell, also a Democrat.

In the House, one Republican and one 
Democrat lost primary races to individuals 
who were elected in their place — no party 
change as a result of those incumbent losses. 
Two Republicans were defeated in the election 
by Democrats and two Democrats were 
defeated by Republicans in head-to-head con
tests. No numerical change is reflected in those 
incumbent losses.

Seven house members chose not to run for 
various reasons. Of those, two Democrats were 
succeeded by Republicans, while only one 
Republican was succeeded by a Democrat. At 
this point, Republicans appear to have gained 
two seats.

However, one interesting factor in the elec
tion was that one Republican incumbent was 
re-elected as an independent. This makes the 
final scorecard: independents gain one, 
Republicans gain only one, and Democrats 
lose two seats. The net change in the 
Democrat-Republican balance in the whole 
General Assembly equals a one percent shift 
toward the Republicans.

This means that Tennessee Baptists, for the 
most part, will be corresponding with the same 
legislative personnel who were in office last 
year. The fourteen new names follow:

Slate Senator Riley Darnell, Clarksville 
Representative James Akard, Bristol 
Representative Albert Arrington, Kingsport 
Representative Larry Huskey, Sevierville 
Representative James Hudson, Knoxville 
Representative Charles Severance, Knoxville 
Representative Bill Owen, Knoxville 
Representative Shirley Duer, Crossville 
Representative Lincoln Davis, Byrdstown 
Representative Mayo Wix, Westmoreland 
Representative Ray Clark, Hendersonville 
Representative David Ussery, Clarksville 
Representative Donald Dills, Dyersburg 
Representative David Shirley, Memphis

The gesture created the bridge Giannetta need- fossilizing, but that was not God’s will for 
ed to cross to a new relationship — a kind of them or for any church.”
relationship which characterizes a new 
evangelistic surge among Italians.

Earlier the same day, “an unusual Sunday,” 
Giannetta recalls, he had preached in Martina 
Franca, a town of 45,000, at a church called 
Chiesa Cristiana Evangelica Battista. The 
small congregation, he said, was “divided and 
spiritually cold.”

Twenty-two persons waited in the narrow, 
cold, windowless hall to hear the guest 
preacher. Giannetta spoke frankly. “I told 
them that they were marking time and slowly

Brooks Hays honored in New York; 
reacts to Smith remarks on prayer

NEW YORK (BP) — Former Southern Bap
tist Convention president Brooks Hays was 
honored in New York City at the premiere of a 
film on his public career by an organization 
devoted to fostering relations between Chris
tians and Jews.

The New York premiere of the Hays film, 
“Return To Little Rock,’’ was sponsored by 
the National Conference of Christians and 
Jews, which helped produce the film. The 
group also presented its mass media award to 
the film’s producer, David Solomon.

In a related development, the former Arkan
sas congressman released a statement to Bap
tist Press disassociating himself from current 
SBC President Bailey Smith’s well-publicized 
remark that “God Almighty does not hear the 
prayer of a Jew.’’

To believe that God hears only the prayers 
of Christians invoking the name of Christ, 
Hays declared, “would be to shut out from 
God’s love and care the largest part of the 
world’s population, and to abrogate to 
ourselves alone His mercy and favor, 
something Jesus never intended.’’ 

Hays’ statement, citing Jesus’ endorsement the National Conference of Christians and
of the publican’s prayer in the temple without 
invoking His name and the fact that Jesus’ 
model prayer “made no mention of Himself,’’ 
goes on to state that “there is no basis for 
claiming that Jesus’ name must be mentioned

Response mail marks early success 
of Chile's Circulo Tres telecast

MEXICO CITY (BP) — After five years of 
research, planning, and production, the inter
national Spanish television series, Circulo Tres 
(Circle Three), is being telecast in Antofagasta, 
Chile.

Already response mail is arriving and An-

COUNTRY CROSSROADS LISTENER — 
Listeners like this young man have 
been led to spend time in Bible study 
and prayer after listening to "Country 
Crossroads," a radio show produced 
by the Radio-TV Commission

Giannetta preached, gave an invitation, and 
asked-the pastor, Pino Mollica, to stand in the 
front to receive the people. Probably, Giannet
ta noted, no one there had ever experienced an 
invitation — or come forward. But a deacon 
came.
“He stood before pastor Mollica and began 

praying, softly at first, then louder,” Giannet
ta relates. “Finally he burst into tears and cried 
and prayed. Then came another man, who did 
the same thing.
“When he went back to his seat his wife was 

like an ‘open sesame’ to God’s attention.”
The statement concludes by declaring that 

because the purpose of prayer “is worship and 
the desire to learn the divine will, the way to 
God should be, and is, open to everyone, saint 
and sinner, Jew, Moslem, and Christian.”

The movie focuses on Hays’ conciliatory 
role in the Little Rock school desegregation 
crisis in 1957. It portrays the former SBC presi
dent as a statesman committed to human and 
civil rights. The film recalls Hays’ efforts as a 
conciliator between Arkansas Gov. Orvil 
Faubus, a staunch segregationist, and Presi
dent Dwight D. Eisenhower, who ordered 
federal troops to integrate Little Rock’s Cen
tral High School in compliance with a court 
order.

The film notes that Hays’ moderation on the 
race issue, while costing him his seat in Con
gress in an upset defeat the following year, also 
opened up a whole new career for the 
Russellville, Ark., native, including a stint as a 
special assistant to President John F. Kennedy.

Also noted was Hays’ role during the 1930s 
in helping establish the Arkansas chapter of

Jews. Hays’ longtime association with the New 
York-based organization was recognized two 
years ago when it honored him on his 80th 
birthday.

Hays was president of the SBC in 1958-59.

tofagasta churches are feeling the effects in 
terms of conversions and visitors in their chur
ches, said Alan Compton, media consultant 
for Latin America.

The impulse for Circulo Tres came from a 
1975 meeting of Baptist communicators from 
all over Latin America. They agreed it was im
perative Baptists cooperate in an international 
television production effort rather than con
tinue meager efforts on a country-by-country 
basis.

The interlocking three circles referred to in 
the title are “you, me, and God — when all 
three are locked together, life works best.”

The project includes not only television pro
grams in 26-week packages, but also a detailed 
follow-up system using counseling by mail, 
correspondence courses, identification with 
local churches, and follow-up by national 
Christians.

Local Baptists are encouraged to plan an 
evangelistic effort coinciding with the pro
gram’s airing. Eventually, three centers for 
handling mail and conducting counseling by 
mail will be in operation. The first center 
already is functioning in Cali, Colombia.

By January 1981, Compton expects Circulo 
Tres to begin broadcasting over the Spanish 
International Network in the United States 
with marketing and follow-up conducted by 
the Southern Baptist Radio and Television 
Commission. The program will be aired in 17 
cities of Latin America in 1981 if adequate 
financial support can be supplied, he said. 

crying. He turned to her and said: ‘What are 
you waiting for? Go forward.’ ”

More than half the congregation came for
ward. Five people made professions of faith in 
Jesus Christ and asked for baptism. Pastor 
Mollica cfioked up and could not speak. Later 
he confided that he had decided earlier to give 
up his pastorate in Martina Franca. Now, he 
said, he was able to continue.

That type of experience — a moving of the 
Holy Spirit — has become more than occa
sional as continuing reports come out of Italy 
about a new evangelistic thrust throughout the 
country.

The Giannettas have played a key role in 
stirring the fires of evangelism.

During a two-week growth seminar in the 
31-member Baptist church in Conversano, 
where neither evangelistic fires nor baptismal 
waters had stirred for 11 years, 22 persons ac
cepted Christ and asked for baptism.

Giannetta recalls a baptismal service for nine 
of those: ‘That service was everything but 
reverent. In the little church, which seats 65 at 
most, about 250 were pushing, and some 
fighting, to see those being baptized.”

After the service, Giannetta preached and 
gave an invitation. Fifteen more persons ac
cepted Jesus Christ.

Italian Baptists haven’t finished yet. They 
want more people to respond with the convic
tion displayed by Pasquale di Leo. The 60- 
year-old man accepted Christ at a service in 
Mottola on the morning of Giannetta’s 
“unusual Sunday.”

A year earlier Pasquale had nearly died — 
the doctors gave him up. But in a semi
conscious state, he said he heard God telling 
him he would recover.
“When he got well,” Giannetta said, “Pas
quale began reading a New Testament given 
him 10 years earlier, and he gave his heart to 
Jesus. One day he prayed: ‘God, I would like 
to see a true baptism and Lord’s Supper.’ ”

That Sunday he entered the Baptist church 
in Mottola for the first time in his life. During 
the service, the congregation participated in 
the Lord’s Supper and witnessed the baptism 
of nine converts.

Bahamians extol
R.E, Cooper

NASSAU, Bahamas — Hundreds of people 
stood in the streets around Mission Baptist 
Church here Oct. 11, as Baptist leaders and 
Bahamian officials joined the overflow crowd 
inside in paying tribute to R.E. Cooper, one of 
the Bahamas* most influential leaders.

Cooper, 67 years old when he died Oct. 2 
after a brief illness, was chaplain at Her Majes
ty’s Prisons in Nassau, general director of the 
Bahamas Baptist Association, and pastor of 
Mission Baptist Church.

Cooper organized the Nassau church with 
six members in 1940 after returning to the 
Bahamas from Nashville where he had 
prepared for the ministry at American Baptist 
Theological Seminary.

From the early days of his pastorate, Cooper 
worked to unify the country’s Baptist churches 
through the Bahamas Baptist Missionary and 
Educational Convention which he served as 
president from 1964 to 1974.

Much of the country’s Baptist work bears s 
the mark of Cooper’s leadership. He served on 
two committees of the Baptist World Alliance 
in 1976 and 1977, and he was president of 
Bahamas Christian Council for three years. In 
1972 he was made a member of the Most Ex
cellent Order of the British Empire.

During the four-hour service Oct. 11, Baha
mian Prime Minister L.O. Pindling said he was 
grateful to Cooper “for putting strength in the 
backbone of the church, for putting strength in 
the backbone of the Progressive Liberal Party, 
and for helping to make this group of islands 
into one nation.”
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Prayer leads to light sentence, 
says missionary after hearing

Northern Plains sets $1-million budget

BANGKOK, Thailand (BP) — Southern 
Baptist Missionary Mack Burriss received a 
one-year suspended sentence and a $100 fine 
Oct. 31 as a result of a traffic accident in which 
an 18-yeafr-old Thai youth was killed.

But he considers the decision an answer to 
prayers of the people of his church and those 
by friends and relatives in the United States 
who were aware of the court case. Charged 
with negligent homicide, Burriss could have 
received a four-year prison sentence.

Burriss, pastor of the English-language 
Calvary Baptist Church in Bangkok, said the 
deacons of his church fasted on the day of the 
court hearing. In the weeks before the final 
decision, an Australian member of the interna
tional congregation shared the prayer concern 
with a men’s prayer group in Australia, and 
other friends and family joined in the prayers.

“The Lord really lifted the burden,’’ Burriss 
said. “I felt a calmness and peace and was able 
to concentrate on my work at the church.’’

Burriss and his 15-year-old son, Walter 
Mack Jr., were turning into the American Em
bassy July 7 when the accident occurred. As 
they were crossing the bus and truck lane 
nearest the curb on the busy Bangkok street, 
their vehicle .was hit by a large water truck. The 
young man sitting on top of the truck fell to 
the pavement and was killed.

The missionary was charged in the case with

Seminary enrollments rise 
to record highs in Asia

TAIPEI, Taiwan — Enrollments at both 
Taiwan Baptist Theological Seminary, Taipei, 
and Asia Baptist Graduate Theological 
Seminary, with branches in the Philippines, 
Hong Kong, and Taiwan, are at record highs. 
Seventy-four students are attending Taiwan 
seminary, which was established in 1952. 

failure to stop and look before crossing the bus 
and truck lane.

Missionary administrator Ron Hill accom
panied Burriss as he went to the hearing Oct. 
31 in the judge’s private chambers. “The judge 
showed a lot of mercy,” Burriss said. “He 
could have given me a four-year prison term.”

Because Burriss had been judged at fault, 
the company insuring Southern Baptist mis
sionaries in Thailand made settlerhent with the 
family of the accident victim and Burriss 
himself added to the amount to help care for 
the victim’s survivors.

A 16-year missionary veteran from South 
Carolina, Burriss served in Singapore-Malaysia 
before transferring to Thailand about a year 
and « half ago.

Burriss urged Southern Baptists to pray 
specifically for their missionaries as they drive. 
A number of missionaries, faced with hazard
ous driving conditions in other countries, also 
have been involved in serious accidents. A mis
sionary on another continent recently com
mented, “Driving is the most dangerous thing 
we do.”
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CASPER, Wyo. (BP) — Messengers to the 
Northern Plains Baptist Convention 13th an
nual meeting Oct. 29-30, approved their first 
$l-miliion-plus budget.

As adopted, the budget calls for total expen
diture of $1,078,788, an increase from the 
$963,199 budget of 1979-80.

According to Roy Owen, executive director 
of the convention, contributions from the 
churches are broken into a three-phase goal. 
“The victory budget calls for our churches to 
contribute $497,065, up almost $50,000 from a 
year ago,” he said.
“The challenge budget calls for our chur

ches to raise $511,835,and the hallelujah goal 
calls for $530,932,” Owen said.

In the victory budget, Northern Plains Bap
tists will contribute 17 percent to worldwide 
causes through the Southern Baptist Conven
tion Cooperative Program, the same percent-
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age as in the 1979-80 budget. In the challenge 
phase, it would be 17.5, and in the hallelujah 
goal, it would be 18 percent, Owen said.

The convention also heard reports of the 
highest baptismal figures in the history of the 
convention. The 153 churches and 50 church
type missions recorded 2,125 baptisms, an in
crease of 45.5 perc-ut over the 1,461 a year 
ago.
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TBC Convention Sermon Editor’s note: This is the manuscript of the Convention Sermon for this week’s Tennessee Bap
tist Convention. The sermon was scheduled to be preached by Kenneth C. Hubbard, pastor of 
Mt. Olive Baptist Church in Knoxville, on Tuesday morning.

IChurch Renaissance: Strategy for the 80s I

By Kenneth C. Hubbard

“7 love Thy church, O Lord! Her walls 
before Thee stand, Dear as the apple of Thine 
eye, And graven on Thy hand. ”

You love His Church. Do you love the 
church to the degree that you will seek its 
renaissance? I’m speaking on the subject: 
"The Renaissance of the Church: The Strategy 
for the 80s.”

Ours is an era of Renaissance: Ayatollah and 
Moslem resurgence in Iran, the devotees of 
Buddy Holley, and the resurgence of Billyrock 
in the music world are examples. There is a 
resurgence of fundamental Christianity in 
politics, a sort of Cromwellian renaissance. 
But the renaissance of the Church is our 
greatest need.

And so I gather you around Paul’s defini
tion of the Church in Eph. 2:19-22. If you 
could compare the Bible to the Tabernacle, 
this book of Ephesians would be the Holy of 
Holies, and chapter two the very mercy seat. 
Verse 13 reads, “But now in Christ Jesus ye 
who sometimes were far off are made nigh by 
the blood of Christ.” Paul indicates that the 
cross destroys hostility and creates one body of 
believers. He then describes that body of be-

lievers with three metaphors.
You know we are rather barren in our con

cepts of the church. The church is a body of 
baptized believers. Period. Though true, it is 
shallow, bland, and unimaginative compared 
to the great metaphors of the church found in 
the Scripture. And you know that a shallow 
concept will reap a shallow commitment.

The Bible presents an architectural 
metaphor of the church: “The church is the 
pillar and ground of truth.” There is an 
agricultural metaphor, "lam the vine, ye are 
the branches.” A pastoral metaphor is seen in 
the words, “Fear not little flock.” There is the 
domestic metaphor. The church is the bride of 
Christ. How rich and varied these concepts 
are.

Our text adds three more: You are citizens in 
a Kingdom (v. 19). ¥ou are members in a fami
ly (v. 19). You are stones in a building (vv. 
21-22).

All of us could place the placard over our 
fireplace as John Newton did. It read, 
"Remember ye once were a slave in Egypt.” 
Once a slave! But now you are a citizen in a 
spiritual nation. "Now therefore ye are no 
more strangers and foreigners, but fellow

citizens with the saints” (v. 19).
As a citizen you have a heritage. You are 

connected to the greatest heritage. Paul wrote, 
“Fellow citizens with the saints.” You are part 
of a grand whole. You are linked to the 
spiritual giants of the past. You are “with the 
saints.”

You face two great temptations: inflation or 
deflation. You are tempted to conceit or 
discouragement. But when you stand in line 
"with the saints” you are humbled. You want 
to go to the end of the line. For your kinship 
reaches back to Moses, Deborah, Elijah, 
David, and Amos. Your heritage ties you to 
John the Baptist, James, Peter, and Paul. You 
are a fellow citizen with Polycarp, Augustine, 
Francis of Assisi, Savanorola, John Huss, 
Martin Luther, Calvin, Knox, Hubmaier, and 
Wesley.

Also, such a heritage aids us amidst

of the apostles and prophets, with Christ Jesus

discouragement. When you see men 
women limited and facing obstacles and 
quering by faith, you take heart.

As a citizen you are under authority.

and 
con-
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can’t have citizenship without laws, govern
ment, and authority.

Authority will be the theme of the 80s. Peo
ple are beginning to hunger for authority. 
Authority will be the magic word for the com
ing decade. The pendelum is beginning to 
swing from existentialism which has left a 
society built on relativity and pragmatism 
which has produced uncertainty, anxiety, and 
moral anarchy.

You are under the authority of the King of 
Kings. John Smyth, one of our Baptist 
forebears in England wrote, “Christ only is the 
King and lawgiver of the Church and con-

himself as the chief cornerstone” (v. 20). You 
and I are placed under the authority of Biblical 
revelation. "Apostles” represents the New 
Covenant, and the "prophets” the Old Cove
nant. Here is the total Biblical revelation. The 
Bible is our constitution!

But there is one serious disadvantage. You 
have to interpret it. You bring your cultural 
background, religious biases, and your hidden 
prejudices to the study of the Scripture. Paul 
knew that. He had that problem and worked 
through it. He says that there is one key to 
understanding this Biblical revelation. That 
key is Christ. Hear Paul again, "And are built 
upon the foundation of the Apostles and Pro
phets, Jesus Christ himself being the chief cor
nerstone ” (v. 20).

You have an unlimited resource. You belong 
to no mean Kingdom. There, is a vast resource 
for His Work. The silver and gold are His.

Hudson Taylor knew of such a resource. In 
his first entry in his bank book for the China 
Inland Mission, he wrote "10 lbs.” and by it 
he wrote, “And all the promises of God.”

The Electronic Church, says Dr. Martin 
Marty, is the biggest internal problem for con
servative Christianity today. We have been 
critical of this movement. And our criticism 
has intensified when we discovered how many 
millions of dollars are being poured into the 
coffers of television churches.

But if the only charge you have is that they 
are too successful financially you ought to stop 
throwing rocks and ask: why are they so suc
cessful in their appeal? The blatant wrong is 
not so much their success, but our failure. 
Why haven’t we challenged, educated, and 
motivated folks to ‘the great causes we foster asscience.”

There is the church only where men confess 
that He is Sovereign Lord. A European 
theologian stated that there can be no church 
unless men come under the authority of Christ. 
The church that will give Him His Crown 
Rights, confessing and living under His Lord
ship will triumph mightily. It is important also 
for our convention or denominational leaders 
to bow to His Lordship, always seeking what 
He wants, rather than what will be practical or 
what would pacify this group or that group.

You are under an. authority that is objective 
and visible: the Bible. His authority is visible 
and objective, rather than subjective. As 
spiritual citizens we are given a spiritual con
stitution. Paul says. "Built on the foundation

Southern Baptists?
We need to repent of our "ho-hum” at

titude. We stand around in our mediocrity and 
throw rocks when we ought to be feverishly 
discovering ways to appeal to the wealth of this 
nation. You see, we as Southern Baptists do 
not believe God is dead. From our timid and 
lack-luster approach, we believe He is just 
broke! We can be critical. But God wants us to 
be creative and tap the resources for His Glory. 
We are citizens of a rich Kingdom!

Not only are you citizens of a Kingdom, but 
you are members in a family. Paul says, “And 
of the household of God.”

The preacher preached, “Will we recognize

(Continued on page 11)

$6.95

Inspiring Essays...
Living 
God’s 
Way

Of

THE TEACHER
Trueblood's challenging thoughts 

teach about everyday life—The 
Jonestown Tragedy, The Spiritual 
Dimension of Inflation, The Middle East
and more.

^r,„:^hnSOn

MOMENTS OF REFLECTION
Social, intellectual, and spiritual 

explorations of Christian faith- 
Do You Believe?, Is Marriage 
Obsolete?, Where Peace
Begins, and others, 
paper, $3.95

At your Baptist Book Store

EBROADMAN



November 12, 1980 Baptist and Reflector Page 11

Hubbard...
(Continued from page 10)

one another in Heaven?” One deacon slipped 
to his side after the service and said, “Pastor, 
if you knew your church, you would have 
preached on recognizing one another down' 
here in the church.” The fragmentation and 
the lostsense of togetherness in churches is ap
palling. The sense of family must be restored in 
the Church. Our effectiveness in the 80s 

■ depends on it.
You and I face one of the most serious social 

problems: the disintegration of marriages and 
homes. I believe with all my heart that one of 
the contributing factors is that the Church to
day has failed to be the spiritual family.

The cults are gobbling up thousands of 
youth. Don’t you think that the cults are gone 
because Jim Jones is gone. One of the reasons 
for the rise of the cults is the search for that 
which is absent in the church. There is no 
“koinonia” to glue them down.

Paul’s emphasis is needed. You are a 
member of a family. This metaphor suggests 
two words: love and diversity.

Family means love. Love is what makes it 
family. The absence of the love means the 
absence of the Holy Spirit. And where there is 
no Spirit, there is no Church.

There ought to be a growing appreciation 
for the diversity He places in His family. Every 
effort should be made to avoid destroying the 
distinctiveness and the uniqueness of our 
fellow Christian and each local church. This is 
our liberty in Christ. And Baptists have pas
sionately fought for this freedom. No man, no 
Baptist pope is going to tell me what to believe 
or how to vote. We accept under God only His 
Authority, but we practice among men the 
spirit of diversity, knowing that when two peo
ple agree on everything, one of them is unnec- 
cessary. We must learn this spiritual lesson as 
Southern Baptists and learn it soon.

You know it is fatal for a parent not to 
recognize diversity in the family. We make a 

tragic mistake as a convention when we force 
all our institutions and programs into one 
mold. This overlooks an important spiritual 
law. It destroys initiative. Each institution in 
our three grand geographical divisions must be 
allowed its distinctiveness, its personality.

Diversity isn’t a plague. It is God’s blessing. 
To turn thumbs down on an imaginative in
novation that would enhance the cause of 
Christ because it belongs to another section of 
the state is nothing but rank sectionalism. 
Blase uniformity destroys progress for Christ. 
Diversity doesn’t create competition, but 
makes our institutions compliment each other.

Paul alludes to the Church as stones making 
up a temple. There were impressive temples in 
that day, but none as glorious as this spiritual 
temple.

The building is made up of.stones. What a 
beautiful description of believers. You are not 
straw or wood. You are a stone. What endur
ing quality a stone has. This is the doctrine of 
perseverence.

You are a chosen stone. “As he hath chosen 
us in him before the foundation of the world ” 
(Ephesians 1:4). This is the doctrine of elec
tion.

You are a chiseled stone. Paul used one 
Greek word which is translated “fitly framed 
together ” (v. 21). Here is a beautiful scene. 
The stone mason chisels away at the rough 
spots and then carefully fits the stone in place. 
The Lord is chiselling us. Through cir
cumstances and events, He is chiselling us. We 
do not live in a world of chance, accident, and 
fortune but a world where there is divine pur
pose directed by a Divine Architect so that we 
can be nestled up to Christ. This is doctrine of 
providence.

Here is found also the doctrine of fellowship 
and cooperation. We are “fitly framed 
together.” Paul also states, “in whom builded 
together.” There is no salvation in isolation. 
There is no place for the lone-wolf pastor or 
Christian. We are joined to Christ. But in be
ing joined to Him we are coupled to each 
other. The old Scottish preacher stated it this 

way: “When the shepherd calls His sheep to 
himself, the sheep can’t get closer to the 
shepherd without getting closer 'to one 
another.” So we are Chosen, Chiseled, and 
Joined Stones!

This building is the Habitation of God. He 
makes habitation in the hearts of His saints. 
Where the Church is there is the Lord in the 
dynamic presence of the Holy Spirit. Paul 
wrote, “We are builded together, for an 
habitation of God through the Spirit ” (v. 22). 
Paul comes to the climax of his description of 
the Church. The Church is where the Lord 
dwells.

Here is God’s goal in history: to be with and 
in His people. This fellowship was lost in the 
Garden by Adam and Eve. By the cloud and by 
the fire He led at a distance His children 
through the wilderness. He came down in 
Shekinah glory upon Solomon’s temple and 
dwelt between the cherubim where only a few 
were permitted. Now God dwells in His 
Church in the hearts of all His people. The 
greatest compliment that could be expressed 
toward your church is at this point.

What was the primary method the early 
church used to reach people? On the mission 
field in the face of hardened paganism, you 
discover the answer. It is found in 1 Cor. 
14:25, “And thus are the secrets of his heart 
made manifest; and so falling down on his face 
he will worship God, and report that God is in 
you of a truth.”

We as Baptists need Elijah’s experience. 
God showed him wind that tore a mountain 
apart. But the Lord was not in the wind. Then 
Elijah felt that mighty earthquake. The Lord 
was not there. Then fire fell. Still the Lord was 
not in it. But then came the gentle whisper, the 
stilt small voice of the Lord, to his heart. Had 
he been a Charismatic he would have moved 
on the wind, the earthquake, or the fire, but 
Elijah was thrust back into an effective 
ministry by that whisper.

His Presence creates growth. There is 
nothing static about a church where His 
Presence is an important dimension. Paul in 

verse 21 says that this building is growing 
because of His habitation. The New Interna
tional Version translates this word, “rise.” It 
is on the move.

His Presence creates uniqueness. The 
Church through the Spirit rises to become a 
holy temple in the Lord. In the Old Testament, 
a holy vessel in the temple meant that that 
vessel had a significant place, a unique service, 
or a particular purpose. We are a holy people, 
that is, we are separated for a unique ministry 
that no one else in all this world can do.

If you and I would dedicate ourselves to 
placing these three metaphors back into the 
Church and let them be like bells in the church 
steeples: the bell of the church under authori
ty, the belt of the church in love, and the bell 
of church empowered by the Spirit, then you 
and I could experience the renaissance of the 
Church.

Our day demands the renaissance of the 
church. The church must be the Church. Bold 
Missions will sputter and be a hollow motto 
without this renaissance. Before we can do, we 
must be. I used to think that our first obliga
tion is to spread the gospel to the uttermost 
part of the earth. I discovered that there is 
something more important. Our first obliga
tion is this — to be spiritually worthy to spread 
the gospel. To be! To be! To be! Then we will 
do! We are not going to come close to 
evangelizing the world until we get really 
serious about Christianizing the Church. Bold 
Missions will be a shattered dream without it. 
“Sanctify yourselves today, for tomorrow the 
Lord will do amazing things among you.”
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Every man is competent to deal directly with 
God for forgiveness. A man can draw near to 
God with boldness through Jesus Christ. 
“Baptist Ideals” summarized “The 
Priesthood of the Believers,” saying, ‘‘Each 
Christian, having direct access to God through 
Christ, is his own priest and is also under 
obligation to become a priest for Christ in 
behalf of other persons.”

5. Baptists believe in A Regenerated Church 
Membership. Baptists believe that a personal 
Christian experience should always precede 
church membership. By personal ‘‘new birth” 
experience, by regeneration, one becomes a 
part of the family of God. Jesus Himself said, 
‘‘Verily, verily, I say unto thee, except a man 
be born again (bom from above), he cannot 
see the kingdom of God” (John 3:3b). Baptists 
baptize and receive into church membership 
only those who have personally professed faith 
in Jesus Christ as Lord and Saviour.

6. Baptists believe in A Congregational Type 
of Church Government. Recognizing the 
priesthood of the individual believer, Baptists 
are convinced that democracy in church 
government is an inevitable corollary of the 
doctrine of the soul’s competency in religion. 
A congregational type of church government 
recognizes the importance of the local church. 
She is autonomous (self-governing) and 
sovereign in her own sphere.

In her decisions, the Church is directly 
responsible to Christ. Baptists are convinced 
that each church is free, independent, and 
autonomous. The local church is governed 
democratically by her own congregation. The 
local church is free to choose and carry out the 
programs that best fulfill God’s purpose and 
plan for them. We will acknowledge that deci
sions which are arrived at do not always reflect 
the will of God, but it is assumed that a 
spiritually sensitive body of believers will be 

less likely to misinterpret God’s will than an in
dividual believer.

A congregational type of church govern
ment recognizes the equality of all born-again 
people. There is no way to classify believers in 
the church except as spiritual equals. Everyone 
is important. The Apostle Paul in writing to 
the Galatians said, ‘‘There is neither Jew, nor 
Greek, there is neither bond nor free, there is 
neither male nor female: for ye are all one in 
Christ Jesus” (Galatians 3:28). Spiritual equals 
have equal privileges. They also have equal 
responsibilities. Baptists all too often overem
phasize that we are independent. We should 
hasten to affirm that voluntarily Baptists are 
interdependent. We choose to be cooperative. 
That is very important.

7. Baptists also believe in The Symbolism of 
the Ordinances — Baptism and the Lord’s 
Supper. By their study of the New Testament, 
Baptists have concluded that only immersion 
has Scriptural authority as a mode of baptism. 
Immersion portrays symbolically the iden
tification of the believer with Jesus Christ in 
His death, burial, and resurrection. The 
believer publicly pictures his death to an old 
life and his resurrection by God’s Spirit to a 
new life in Christ. No one is saved by being 
baptized, but when one is saved, an initiatory 
act of obedience is believer’s baptism.

The Lord’s Supper is a memorial of God’s 
love. Baptists do not believe in transubstantia- 
tion or consubstantiation, but Baptists believe 
that the Lord’s Supper symbolizes (it is a pic
ture or likeness of) the body and blood of 
Jesus Christ. For Baptists observance of the 
Lord’s Supper is a continuing declaration of 
faith. 1 Corinthians 11:26 says, “For as often 
as ye eat this bread, and drink this cup, ye do 
show the Lord’s death till he come.” Observ
ance of the Lord’s Supper is a declaration of 
faith in Christ’s death and His coming again. 
Baptists bear witness to Jesus’ atonement and 
they receive genuine spiritual renewal in obe
dience to Christ in observance of this 
memorial.

8. In the day in which we live we need to be 
reminded strongly that Baptists believe in Ab
solute Religious Liberty for All and Complete 
Separation of Church and State. Religious 
liberty and separation of church and state must 
go hand-in-hand. Baptists throughout their 
history have proclaimed religious liberty for all 
men. Our most cherished freedom is religious 
freedom. Let us never forget that Baptists have 
made significant contributions to religious 
freedom in our nation. God forbid that we 
should forget the persecution and adversity 
suffered by men like Roger Williams, John 
Clarke, and William Screven.

Baptists across the years have had a convic
tion that there must be a basic separation be
tween church and state. We have believed that 
the state’s primary functions are to exercise 
civil authority, to maintain law and order, and 
to promote what is best for the general public. 
Baptists have believed that the church’s 
primary functions are to witness to the gospel 
of Jesus Christ and to build up believer? in 
their faith.

The church is to cooperate in all that is right, 
but in no way is it to be subject to the control 
of the state or to be used by it to do its will. 
Freedom from state control is absolutely fun
damental to religious freedom. The church 
must be free from governmental control in 
order that she might be free to obey her Lord.

The faithful relating of spiritual insights to 
our culture requires a free pulpit in a free 
church in a free society. If we forsake the prin
ciple of separation of church and state, we may 
find ourselves looking back in a few genera
tions wishing we had done differently.

Let us not forget that Baptists have suffered 
adversity and persecution for many years. Bap
tist historian Lynn E. May Jr., in tracing the 
story of Baptists in America wrote: “Persecu
tion and opposition by civil and religious 
authorities...did not dampen but inflamed the 
Baptist spirit.... They continued their pro
longed struggle to secure religious liberty for 
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all until their ideal was incorporated into the 
first amendment of the Constitution of the 
United States. America provided fertile soil for 
Baptist growth. The simplicity of its doctrine, 
the democracy of its organization, its ability to 
propagate itself without overhead machinery, 
and its appeal to the common man because of 
its democratic polity contributed to the rapid 
growth of the denomination.” He wrote, “The 
largest factor* behind such growth... 
was...periodic revivals and the energetic 
ministry of their frontier preachers. Their 
growth was therefore essentially due to their 
genius for making Baptists out of the people 
they found on the frontier.”

Baptists have-been a pioneering people. Bap
tists have been a bold people.

Again, anew, we must recognize the relevan
cy of the gospel for all men everywhere. We 
must demonstrate our compassion and our 
boldness to the ends of the earth. We must put 
into practice our belief that the gospel of 
Christ “is the power of God unto salvation to 
everyone that believeth” (Romans 1:16).

Dr. Austin Crouch wrote, “Christ’s task, 
given to his followers, is one of perpetual 
round. They are to make disciples, they are to 
baptize disciples, they are to teach disciples 
that they in turn may make, baptize, and teach 
disciples and so on from generation to genera
tion to generation. If we make disciples in the 
only way that disciples can be made, and bap
tize disciples in the only way that disciples can 
be baptized and teach disciples to observe all 
the commands and only the commands of 
Jesus Christ, we can abide in the assurance that 
He, to whom all authority in heaven and on 
earth has been given, will be with us to the end 
of time. Therefore, we should preach the 
Word and ‘earnestly contend for the faith 
which was once delivered unto the saints’ 
(Jude 3).”

I am glad to be a Christian. I am glad to be 
distinctively a Baptist. I am glad to be an active 
Southern Baptist. I am glad to be a 
cooperating Tennessee Baptist.

FOR THE NINTH CONSECUTIVE YEAR BELMONT COLLEGE HAS HAD 
INCREASED ENROLLMENT. THIS YEAR'S TOTAL OF 1,706 IS A 15% INCREASE 
OVER LAST YEAR. OF THIS NUMBER, 1,025 ARE BAPTIST STUDENTS, AND 1,027 
ARE FROM THE STATE OF TENNESSEE.

WE AT BELMONT ARE NOT OUT TO CHANGE THE WORLD, JUST OUR PART. 
BECAUSE OF YOUR HELP, THROUGH OUR CONVENTION, WE ARE ABLE TO 
PREPARE MEN AND WOMEN FOR CHURCH-RELATED MINISTRIES, AS WELL AS 
EQUIP OTHERS WITH CHRISTIAN PRINCIPLES FOR SUCCESS IN A SECULAR 
WORLD. IT IS YOUR SUPPORT, AND YOUR SONS AND DAUGHTERS THAT ARE 
MAKING BELMONT WHAT IT IS TODAY.

Nashville, Tennessee 
37203
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TENNESSEE BAPTIST

Children’s
MOrnGS bre^od

EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR/TREASURER 
EVANS B. BOWEN

We, the staff of the Tennessee Baptist 
Children's Homes, wish to say a big 
“thank you" to Tennessee Baptists for 
providing the necessary funds to serve a 
total of 552 boys and girls through the 
multi-service ministries during the past 
year. About 42 per
cent of our opera
tional budget came 
through the Coop- 
perative Program. 
The remaining 58 
percent came 
through the 
Mother's Day Offer
ing, special gifts 
and wills and be
quests. Evans B. Bowen

Child Care work has been described in 
various ways. However, the one that 
seems to say it best is: “It is a 
cooperative mission." Every employee 
of TBCH is a missionary. Does that state
ment surprise you? Consider the follow
ing story. It happened at Jhe East Ten
nessee Baptist Children's Home, Chat
tanooga: The small girl who came to us 
was given a clean bed, clothes in her 
own closet, and wholesome food. All of 
these marked a first time in her life. She 
attended Sunday School for the first 
time. After regular attendance on Sun
day morning, Sunday evening and 
Wednesday evening, she could relate to 
what she heard at church and her cot
tage. She accepted Jesus as her Saviour 
and Lord. She was baptized into the 
fellowship of one of the local Baptist 
churches. It doesn't require much 
thought to conclude that the work done 
with that precious child was "missions." 
We could go down the line and name 
every position in our Child Care Ministry 
and correctly add, “that person is a mis
sionary."

In recent months, we have had a 
number of* applicants coming to us with 
a definite sense of calling. Those who 
serve most effectively as 
"houseparents'' are those couples who 
feel a strong leadership from the Lord. 
The difficulty of any task is best endured 
when one clearly understands that he is 
serving where God has directed. As you 
pray for the children please remember 
to pray for the staff.

THE LIGHTER SIDE

In health class, the teacher asked a 
six-year-old boy what he did to care for 
his teeth.

"I watch out for kids who shove at the 
drinking fountain," he replied.

CHILDREN — OUR GREATEST ASSET
Even before the founding of our first Child Care Home, Tennessee 

Baptists have been concerned for the well-being of dependent and 
neglected children. From its early beginning in 1891 the TBCH has 
grown to the current status of four campuses with an annual 
ministry of more than 550 children. The Homes ore located in 
Franklin, Memphis and Chattanooga.

Interest among Tennessee Baptists for Child Care Ministry is very 
high and yet there are still many who are unaware of the work be
ing done, through the cooperative efforts of Tennessee Baptists, to 
make life full and meaningful for children who have experienced 
difficult and sometimes tragic lives.

Life with TBCH is designed to minister in such a way that children 
mature to be well-rounded adults who make significant contribu
tions to the society of which they become a part.

Illustrated in this article are several aspects of — LIFE ON CAMPUS AT TBCH

A Cozy Bed

Each child is provided with essentials for 
adequate comfort. A warm bed is just 
one such comfort indicative of the love 
for the child helping to establish security

A Joint Affair Fun and Games

The children are nurtured in learning 
relationships with houseparents. This 
experience helps them to know the 
value of sharing with others by giving 
and receiving. They become acquainted 
with the idea of responsibility while 
learning about each other.

To the Work

Anything worthwhile is bound to cost 
something! If you question that state
ment, just stop by one of the campuses 
where the crops are being harvested 
and ask some of the older children who 
have the chore of gathering the fruit. 
The children receive some compensation 
for their work, a part of which must be 
placed in savings. All of this is just 
another way to build well-rounded 
mature adults.

Special Times
Holidays and festive occasions 
sometimes get the attention of all of us. 
The children get excited and we at TBCH 
share in this with them. Special times 
such as the one represented by the pic
ture above may seem insignificant at 
times but to create such joy with what 
seemingly is so little can be part of a 
great and rewarding ministry.

Organized programs for physical fitness 
add both fun and discipline to the life of 
the children. "All work and no play" is 
certainly not the case at TBCH.

A major priority is the spiritual welfare 
of the child. It is the purpose of TBCH to 
lead every child who does not know 
Jesus Christ as Lord to a personal rela
tionship with him. Each child attends a 
local Baptist Church where he par
ticipates in worship and other Christian 
growth experiences.

DIRECTOR OF DEVELOPMENT 
AND PUBLIC RELATIONS

I find these days to be exciting as I 
begin ministering for TBCH in the name 
of Christ. Having served in the pastorate 
for some years, and 
now changing to 
this unique role, 
one is reminded 
that we never know 
exactly where 
God’s will is leading 
us. However, we 
can be sure the 
journey will be 
joyful.

As your Director Dean Doster 
of Development and Public Relations, 
my primary responsibilities are directing 
all the promotional activities while seek
ing to help increase funds for the opera
tional budget of TBCH. This also includes 
building public relations to enhance the 
ministry of Tennessee Baptists in the 
Child Care Ministry.

This will be a rewarding ministry and 
certainly a great challenge. I look for
ward with excitement to the time I can 
meet each of you. My goal is to know as 
many of you personally as possible.

It is with a sense of thanksgiving to my 
Lord that I seek to serve my fellow Ten
nessee Baptists and the children of 
TBCH. I ask that you place me on your 
prayer list as we endeavor to serve Him 
together.

HOUSEPARENTS WEAR 
MANY HATS

Did you ever get caught in on unusual 
situation only to regret that everyone 
would know? Perhaps Marvin Russell, 
houseparent at Memphis, feels just that 
way. There may be several reasons why 
Marvin would regret our knowing that 
he can wash dishes. One, his wife will 
want him to continue; two, he may get 
dishpan hands; three, he can be replac
ed by a machine.

On a more serious note, it might be 
worthwhile to suggest that the respon
sibilities of our houseparents at TBCH 
are certainly varied. The needs of 
children are many. There are usually ten 
in a cottage from such different 
backgrounds. This calls for flexibility, 
wisdom, concern, and most of all, love. 
The parents have to become "all things" 
to all children. That's why we say 
HOUSEPARENTS WEAR MANY HATS.

Marvin Russell
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BIBLE BOOK SERIES 
Lesson for Nov. 16

UNIFORM SERIES
Lesson for Nov. 16

Israel breaks the covenant God's covenant and Paul
By David L. Moore, pastor 

Lincoya Hills Baptist Church, Nashville

Basic Passage: Judges 1:1 to 3:6
Focal Passages: Judges 1:19, 27-28; 2:11-14, 18-19

By James C. Jones, assistant professor of religion 
Union University, Jackson

Basic Passages: Acts 13:13-52; 2 Corinthians 3:1-6
Focal Passages: Acts 13:44-52; 2 Corinthians 3:4-6

Joshua was no longer leading Israel, but 
Israel continued capturing cities. Just because 
administrations changed, the philosophy re
mained the same. Israel must conquer all the 
Canaanites. Under the leadership of the Lord, 
their effort never ceased.

The first chapter of Judges reads like a sum
mary of the entire book of Joshua. Verse I sets 
the stage “after the 
death of Joshua.” 
Joshua was the hero of 
the northern tribes. 
Judges was written 
from the viewpoint of 
the southern tribes. 
Thus we see the reason 
for Joshua being men
tioned early, and never 
heard of again. The 
opening formula stipu- Moore 
lates that all these events happened after the 
death of Joshua.

Campaigns continue (1:3-21)
Judah and Simeon began the campaign. 

Their enemy was the Canaanites. In the book 
of Judges, the term Canaanite means those 
people living in the West Jordan area before 
the Israelites. The name Perizzites (vs.4) refers 
to an entire group included in the general term 
Canaanite.

Upon moving southwestward, Simeon and 
Judah encountered Adoni-bezek. They treated 
him as he had treated 70 captive kings. Many 
scholars believe he was the King of Jerusalem. 
After mutilating him, Judah and Simeon 
brought him back to Jerusalem, apparently to 
show the people their king had been captured 
and the same would be done to anyone who 
challenged the Israelites.

Jerusalem being captured, the Israelites 
moved on to other campaigns. They secured 
Hebron. Feeling their strength, they moved on 
to capture Debir.

In verses 16-21 we learn of a Kenite group. 
The importance of this group is their connec
tion with Moses. This group went from 
Jericho, the city of palms, and settled south of 
Hebron. Thus the hill country was possessed.

However, Judah did not possess the fertile 
valleys. Aided by their military strength and 
chariots of iron, the Canaanites retained the 
Philistine cities of Gaza, Ashkelon, and 
Ekron. Neither was Judah able to rid the 
Hebusites from Jerusalem. Though the Lord 
was with Judah, she was unable to drive out all 
the inhabitants of the plains.

God’s people will always have an enemy. 
God will give us the victory as the battle occurs 
if we remain obedient. If those chariots of iron 
the Canaanites had were gone, the Israelites
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would have thought highly of themselves. 
Chariots of iron were a constant reminder to 
Israel they needed God.

The house of Joseph (1:22-29)
First, the house of Joseph captured the wor

ship center at Bethel. By asking a man the way 
into the city, they secured it. Because this man 
betrayed his country, his life was spared. The 
terms offered the traitor are the same given to 
Rahab (Joshua 2:12-14). “We will deal kindly 
with you” should be translated we will fulfil 
our obligation to you.

The account shows that Canaanites still were 
in the area. Once more we see the Israelites 
moving from the hill country to the valleys gnd 
slowly taking over the land.

Verses 27-28 report Manasseh’s lack of abili
ty to capture her territory. Hereffort would 
have given thejribe five strategically-located, 
heavily-populated cities. Because of their 
strength, the five cities resisted the Israelite 
assault. Throughout ancient history, the ter
ritory generally remained Canaanite. 
However, at times Israel was able to impose 
forced labor on them.

Ephraim failed to drive the Canaanites out 
of Gezer. Joshua defeated the King of Gezer 
(Josh. 12:12) but quickly the city was recap
tured. Her strength prevailed constantly, 
though at times Gezer was placed under forced 
labor.

The tribes of the North were in a similar 
situation. They never could establish their 
position against the Canaanites.

Another generation (2:1-14)
A theophany appears in 2:1-4. The word 

“angel” means messenger. Here the angel 
makes a divine appearance in visible form. The 
covenant relationship is reaffirmed. The angel 
reminds the worshippers how God brought 
them out of Egypt. God has made good His 
part of the covenant.

A warning is also given by the angel. Israel 
should have completely destroyed the shrines 
in the lands they captured. Because they 
didn’t, they shall become thorns in their sides 
and snares. God always demands complete 
destruction of other gods.

Verses 6-10 replays the death of Joshua. In 
dismissing the people to inherit their land a 
connection to Joshua (24:28) is made. By 
retelling of Joshua’s death, the stage is set for a 
new administration. Verse 10 says there arose 
another generation. Joshua’s contemporaries 
.died off and the new leaders served other gods.

For those who believe God never gets angry, 
read vs. 14. He allowed them to go their own 
way. When they followed other goods, He 
never protected them. They were sold into 
slavery of their enemies. Because of their evil, 
everywhere they went the enemies plundered 
them.

God tried to give them help by providing 
judges. These judges were agents of divine 
deliverance who had special gifts to deliver 
their tribe from foreign oppressors. Their gifts 
were attributed to the Spirit of Yahweh 
(13:25). While the judge lived the people would 
prosper. When the judge died the people 
served other gods.

Because of this on and off approach, God’s 
anger burned against Israel. He allowed the 
foreigners to remain so Israel would be put to 
the test.

The closing verses of this section (3:1-6) give 
us the nations with which Israel dwelt in con
tention. Israel failed the test. What God had 
asked them not to do, as soon as the tempta
tion came, they yielded. Yet, God always left 
an opening: Fulfill the duties of the covenant 
and the Lord will drive out the nations before 
you (Ex. 34:11-16),

The apostle Paul presented the fulfillment of 
the universal dimensions of God’s covenant 
relationships with Israel. He was commis
sioned to preach the gospel of Jesus Christ to 
the Gentiles as well as to Israel.

Christ for Jews (Acts 13:13-41)
When Paul and Barnabas went to Pisidian 

Antioch during Paul’s first missionary 
journey, they followed their usual strategy of 
going first to the local synagogue on the sab
bath. In the synagogue Paul would have the 
opportunity of 
preaching to Gentiles 
who were already 
equipped with a 
Judaistic foundation to 
hear the gospel. They 
then could serve as 
witnesses to other Gen
tiles. Also, Paul con
tinually gave evidence 
of his great concern for 
the salvation of his Jones 
fellow Jews whom he wanted to have the first 
opportunity to hear the message of Christ.

Following the customary reading from the 
Law and the Prophets, Paul and Barnabas 
were invited to address the congregation. Paul 
tailored his comments to fit a congregation 
composed of Jews and Gentiles who were 
either proselytes or connected with Judaism 
without being circumcised or baptized.

Paul reviewed Israel’s history from the call 
of Abraham until the anointing of David as 
king in order to show the events of God’s elect
ing grace. Paul then emphasized that the elect
ing grace of God in those events was continued 
and culminated in the event of Jesus, the 
Saviour. Christ was the fulfillment of God’s 
promise through the posterity of'David. The 
forgiveness of sins which could not be pro
duced by the law of Moses had been effected 
through the gift of God in Christ Jesus.

The explanation of the crucifixion of Jesus 
was traced to the ignorance of the Jews. 
Because they did not understand their own 
prophets, they did not recognize Jesus as the 
fulfillment of prophetic hope. Evidence of 
Jesus being the Saviour was offered in the 
witness of Jesus’ Galilean followers to His 
resurrection. The resurrection was also iden
tified as the fulfillment of God’s promise to the 
patriarchs of Israel.

Christ for the Gentiles (Acts 13:42-52)
The synagogue’s members invited Paul to 

preach on the next sabbath. The people’s 
response had led to a dialogue between the 
Jews, the proselytes, and the apostles follow
ing the service. The large congregation of the 
next sabbath was to be mixed in its attitudes. 
Some of the Jews were disturbed. They had in
terpreted Paul’s first message to be revolu
tionary. Some of the Gentiles were delighted. 
They had seen the possibility of salvation 
without the conditions of Judaism.

The size of the crowd on the second sabbath 
proved to be a serious threat to the Jews who 
had not seen such an interest in the preaching
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of Judaism. Also, the Jews probably inter
preted Paul’s message on the second sabbath 
to involve excusing one from obedience to the 
law of Israel, which they considered the only 
way to maintain the moral standards of 
Judaism. Therefore, the Jews rejected Paul 
and contradicted his message. In response Paul 
and Barnabas forcefully declared that by pro
vidential guidance they had declared the Word 
of God first to them. However, their rejection 
of it had demonstrated their unworthiness of 
eternal life so that the apostles had been re
leased to proclaim the message to the Gentiles.

The Gentiles responded to the message with 
great enthusiasm and glorified the Word of 
God. As a result the gospel was communicated 
throughout the area, and the jealousy and hate 
of the Jews increased. Consequently, the Jews 
retaliated by persuading the Gentile women 
who worshiped at the synagogue and the 
leading men of the city to persecute Paul and 
Barnabas. When they were expelled from the 
area, the apostles shook the dust from their 
feet to show that by the rejection of their 
privilege the Jews of Antioch had absolved 
them of any further responsibility toward 
them.

The spirit of the new covenant 
(2 Corinthians 3:1-6)

Paul identified the church of Corinth, which 
was composed of Jews and Gentiles? as the 
people of the new covenant. He had found it 
necessary in the past to defend his apostleship 
as a basis for his authority. However, on this 
occasion he asserted that the Corinthians 
whom he addressed were his living letters of 
recommendation. Paul had served as the risen 
Lord’s ministering agent through whom they 
had received the forgiveness of sins and had 
been initiated into the life in Christ. The 
church at Corinth, said Paul, was a letter not 
written with ink but a letter written with the 
Spirit of the Living God to bear witness to the 
way the Lord had worked through His servant 
Paul. Referring to the way Moses served as 
God’s agent at Sinai to write the law on tablets 
of stone, Paul said he had served as God’s 
representative at Corinth for the Spirit of God 
to write on the tablets of the human heart. The 
event in which Paul had played the servant role 
was the fulfillment of the promise by Jeremiah 
of the new covenant to be established through 
the work of the Spirit. The change of the in
ward nature would produce an obedience not 
based on an attempt to meet demands external
ly imposed.

Out of concern that he might be 
misunderstood, Paul emphasized that his con
fidence was not of his own making. His con- j 
fidence was a product of the work of Christ by 
which he had placed his confidence in God. 
Paul denied that he had any ‘authority or 
power within himself. God had provided the 
sufficiency by which he had been used as a 
minister of the new covenant.

In his attempts to live by the law of Moses , 
under the old covenant, Paul had found only ( 
the knowledge of God’s demands which he was 
powerless to keep. The result had been only- 
guilt and despair. In the law of the Spirit in the 
new covenant, he had received the gift of life in 
Christ. The result had been peace and joy.
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LIFE AND WORK SERIES
Lesson for Nov. 16

Grace for sinners
By John N. Vaughan, assistant pastor 
East Park Baptist Church, Memphis

Basic Passage: Luke 5:1*32
Focal Passages: Luke 5:17-24, 27-30

According to Paul Lee Tan in Signs of the 
Times, “Rabbi Simlai in the third century 
noted that Moses gave 365 prohibitions and 
248 positive commands. David in Psalm 15 
reduced them to 11; Isaiah in 33:14,15 made 
them six; Micah 6:8 binds them into three; and 
Habakkuk reduces them all to one, namely — 
‘The just shall live by faith.’ ” The Christian’s 
walk with God begins and is sustained by such 
faith. X

Faith: heritage of hope (Luke 5:17)
Jesus had just withdrawn Himself from all 

social contacts to pray 
(verse 16). The scene 
now changes from the 
“wilderness” to a 
house in Capernaum 
(Mark 2:1).

Jesus is teaching 
(verse 17). His critics, 
the Pharisees and theit 
scribes (“doctors”, 
v.17) were sitting near
by. Many of the Phari- Vaughan 
sees of Jesus’ day were laymen, not priests. 
They believed in miracles, angels, and the 
resurrection. Sometimes, however, their 
almost savage enforcement of the religious law 
was without mercy. Jesus encountered conflict 
when He challenged their traditions as having 
no basis in Scripture.

The Pharisees and the “doctors” had come 
as spectators. “Doctors” is actually two Greek 
words (NOMO and DIDASKALOI) meaning 
“law-teachers.” Elsewhere they are called 
“scribes.” They too were usually Pharisees. 
People from “every town of Galilee, and 
Judaea, and Jerusalem” had come to per
sonally witness the healing “power” of Jesus.

Faith: herald of hope (Luke 5:18-20)
The medical patient in our text had faith 

that Jesus could both heal him and make him 
whole. Mark, in his gospel (2:3) indicates that 
this man had four friends who also believed. 
While many may have believed, only these men 
put feet to their faith and brought him to 
Jesus.
“Palsy” is the diagnosis in Luke, but the 

Greek further indicates that it is a form of 
paralysis. Though the congestion of the crowd 
at the doorway of the house prevented their en
try, the imperfect tense of the word "sought” 
indicates persistency as they kept on trying to 
enter.
“The multitude,” or crowd, is a common 

reason today that the lost are unable to get to 
Jesus. If members of bur Sunday School 
classes and churches are not active soulwin
ners, the social, administrative, and ministry 
demands placed upon the pastor and his staff 
can easily isolate and insulate them from the 
lost.

The creative nature of faith directed these 
men around the crowd to the stairs to the roof. 
Most Eastern houses had these outside stair
cases. Arriving upon the roof, they began 
removing the layers of tile. Verse 20 is prob
ably the key verse of our lesson. “And when 
He saw their faith, He said unto him," Man, 
thy sins are forgiven thee.’’Jesus always 
notices “faith”. Notice that the sin which was 
erased was a possible cause of his problem, his 
paralysis remained until verse 24. Jesus intends 
men to be healed saints, not merely healthy 
sinners. The perfect tense and passive voice of 
“forgiven” in verse 20 reminds us that in the 
prophetic past (see Rev. 13:7-8) forgiveness 
was provided. Jesus now, centuries later in this 
man’s lifetime, invites him to receive God’s 
provision for himself.

Faith: health of hope (Luke 5:21-24)
Trouble breaks out at this point. Pharisees 

and scribes alike agree that the words Jesus 
had just spoken made Him guilty of 

“blasphemy” (verse 21). The prescribed penal
ty was death (Lev. 24:16; 1 Kings 21:10-14). 
These Jewish leaders correctly understood 
Jesus as exercising the authority of His deity.

Jesus’ complete and superior knowledge is 
revealed in the word “perceived” (Gk.-EPI- 
GNOUS) meaning knowledge “upon” and 
“above” other knowledge. He had read their 
hearts which always reveals future actions. The
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scribes and Pharisees are then told that be
tween forgiving sin and healing medical needs, 
one is as easy as the other for God. With man, 
however, words are always easier because their 
influence is more difficult to validate. Jesus 
immediately, in their presence, takes the in
itiative to heal the paralytic man.

"Immediately,” the Scripture indicates, the 
man arose to health. He came with his pallet 
bearing him; he now returned home bearing 
his pallet. Both he (v. 25) and the “multitude” 
(v. 26) “glorified” God. “They were all 
amazed...and filled with fear.”

Faith: Hospitality of hope (Luke 5:27-32)
A mighty contrast is now made as the focus 

is placed upon the tax agent Levi. In the earlier 
passage, the paralytic was a physical cripple, 
but, Levi is a social cripple. The paralytic had 
friends who loved him, while Levi had only

Union students lead all colleges in 
Tennessee in the amount of money 
raised to support summer missions 
($8,000 last year) and in the number 
of students serving in summer 
missions (44).

Two Backyard Bible Clubs are 
conducted each year in low-income 
housing projects. Average 
attendance each club: 150-200.

Mission Vacation Bible School 
conducted at Sheriffs Youth Town 
near Jackson.

Through our regular church-related 
vocation program, Seminary 
Studies Program and Seminary 
Extension Center, more than 400 
ministers are pursuing their 
education through the ministry of 
Union University.

Approximately 100 students serve 
as staff ministers in area churches as 
pastors, associate pastors, 
ministers of music and ministers of 
youth.

■ Tii Union University and the11 II Tennessee Baptist Convention 
Partners with YOU

in the Bold Missions Thrust
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other despised tax collectors who would 
associate with him along with .a few "others” 
(v. 29).

Jesus "saw” Levi on the job outside his tax 
collecting booth later the same day. The word 
used by Luke (Gk.-ETHEASATO) means to 
gaze attentively or contemplatively toward him 
as if to read his character.

Levi, like Elisha in 1 Kings 19:19-21, left all 
to follow his new master. Both were wealthy 
men when they followed God’s call. Both pro
vided a "great feast” (v. 29) and invited a 
"great company” (v. 29). They both shared 
what they knew and had. Both used their 
homes as centers to share God’s good news. 
The "call” of Christ is best Summarized in 
verse 32, "I came not to call the righteous, but 
sinners to repentance.”

In April of this year, a team of 
students returned to Rutgers 
University in New Jersey to continue 
their work with the Baptist campus 
ministers of youth.

In April of this year, a team of 
students returned to Rutgers 
University in New Jersey to 
continue their workwith the Baptist 
campus ministry there.

During the summers of 1978 and 
1979 teams of students were 
instrumental in the establishment of 
five new Southern Baptist churches 
in Lansing, Michigan.

A team of students laid the 
groundwork for establishing a new 
Baptist church in Fort Erie, Canada, 
in April, 1979.
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Lending a hand

'Backbone' church members become 'arm' of outreach
NEW ORLEANS — Elmer and Betty 

Bilbray have always been what’s known as the 
backbone of a church — hard-working, 
faithful, never-say-no members of Calvary 
Baptist Church in Alexandria, La.

For years, they were content with work they 
found at their doorstep. Elmer sat on the 
deacon’s bench and assorted committees; Bet-

Devotionol

Happiness and success
By Donald A. McRae

During Student Week at Ridgecrest, in June 
of 1943, I heard a statement by a missionary 
from China that — aside from the Bible — is 
the most profound statement I have ever read 
or heard.

The statement, which did much to shape and 
mold my life, was: 
“Perfect happiness 
and true success 
come to anyone in 
life in direct propor
tion as that one 
commits his or her 
life to the will of
God.’’

He went on to say 
that all people of 
history, in every era, 
have desired these two things — from the Hot
tentot of Africa and the Aborigines of 
Australia to the most civilized peoples of 
Western Europe and the United States.

I am persuaded that this former missionary 
to China is correct. Basic to the whole human 
race are the two-fold desires — happiness and 
success.

These are life’s supreme desires, of all peo
ple, of all ages, in every period of history.

Among the pursuits many feel bring hap
piness and success are money, pleasure, voca
tional achievements, social status, recognition, 
the acquiring of many material things, free 
time and money to travel, administrative posi
tions of power, and, the list goes on and on. 
Realistically, these are pursuits of the flesh. At 
best, they are temporal, fleeting, and unsure. 
Such pursuits remind me of the Scriptural ad
monition, “What doeth it profit a man if he 
gain the whole world and lose his soul?’’

If you truly want happiness and success, I in
vite you to try the prescription I have used for 
the past 37 years. Happiness and success are 
found in the will of God, in the degree to 
which you are committed to and abiding in 
that will.

McRae is pastor of Shellsford Baptist 
Church, McMinnville.

Missionary reports 
answer to prayers

PLUMTREE, Zimbabwe — Two years after 
Reva and Eugene Milby closed Sunday School 
and worship services in the new Baptist church 
building in Plumtree, Zimbabwe, they have 
reopened the building.

After closing the church following a guer
rilla attack in Plumtree, Mrs. Milby said she 
prayed former pupils who had been abducted 
to neighboring countries would remember 
their key Bible verse: “Thy word have I hid in 
mine heart, that I might not sin against thee” 
Psalm 119:11 (KJV).

The guerrilla war ended, their former pupils 
returned home this fall from across Zimbabwe 
for school vacations and attended holiday Bi
ble school at the church. There she learned her 
prayer had been answered. Many brought the 
Bibles they had earned in weekly Bible class by 
memorizing the books of the Bible, certain 
Scripture verses, and other facts. And one who 
had been abducted reported, “I prayed and 
quoted many Scripture verses silently while I 
was in Botswana.” 

ty worked 19 years for the Louisiana Baptist 
Convention.

Then came a tidal wave that shifted the 
channel of their lives. Elmer suffered a series 
of mild strokes and retired after 42 years with 
Trailways. His doctor gave him three choices, 
Elmer remembers: “Have a nervous 
breakdown, go to the nuthouse, or get busy 
doing what I really wanted to do.”

For the Bilbrays, it was a clear sign of the 
hand of God. “I think the Lord made Elmer 
sick so we could do this,” Betty avows. 
“This,” at the moment, means digging into 
cartons filled with Jello and cake mixes, sort
ing them by flavor, and then repacking them 
all back again for storage. Neatly labeled boxes 
stacked in squat towers and stowed in closets 
are orderly testimony to their diligence.

The work is plain and practical. But to the 
Bilbrays it means rubbing shoulders with mis
sionary status. Their field is'Carver Baptist 
Center in New Orleans; their calling is the 
Christian Service Corps.

As CSC volunteers, the Bilbrays have helped 
run vacation Bible schools in Arizona and 
California and a daycare center in New 
Orleans. They have helped start a church in 
Vermont and been labeled “Jesus lovers” dur
ing a New York beach project.

Their foray into mobile missions began in 
1979. Avid campers, they were planning a trek 
to Disneyland with their granddaughter and 
wrote the Home Mission Board to see if there 
were any missionaries along the way who could 
use some help.

Since then, the Bilbrays have parked their 
pop-up camperJn campgrounds and church 
parking lots from coast to coast.

At Carver, they’re clearly relishing their 
task. Each bulky package is eagerly opened 
and admired. Betty finds a letter from an Ac- 
teens group and reads aloud to her husband 
how the young girls stayed up all night packing 
the box. “When I get home, I’m going to get 
our girls to do this,” she declares. “This is just 
the most wonderful way for children to learn 
about missions.”

Later, she leaves Elmer to his boxes and 
tackles another project. In the center’s 
cramped kitchen, she spends the hot, airless 
afternoon baking dozens of Christmas cup
cakes. Her helper, a young black girl from 
Carver’s low-income neighborhood, carefully 
smears each cupcake with green icing and an
chors a peppermint on top. They box them for 
the freezer where they’ll wait for future holi
day parties. “I wish I could be here to see the 
children enjoy them,” Betty sighs.

When youngsters arrive after school, Elmer 
sits beside a boy whose arm is curled around 
his homework on the table. “Need some help 
there, son?” he asks genially. He bends close 
to the dark, cropped head. “Let’s see, I used 
to be pretty good at math.” The boy’s fingers 
splay across his paper, flashing up and down as

'We're too religious,' Edge says
TOCCOA, Ga. (BP) — One of the deadliest dangers facing experiential faith today is 

that Southern Baptist churches are too religious, according to a Southern Baptist religious 
educator and renewal specialist.

Speaking to 400 participants at a week-long National Renewal Conference here, Findley 
Edge, professor of religious education at Southern Baptist Theological Seminary, warned 
that God will abandon Southern Baptists if “we become religious instead of becoming the 
people of God.”

The problem, Edge contends, is in becoming institutionalized. “The danger of institu
tionalization is that as the essence of the movement is passed from one generation to the 
next, a part of the dynamics is lost and what is maintained are the forms,”, he said.

Southern Baptists may be close to losing the essence of the gospel, Edge warned. “How 
far along the cycle have we come?” he asked. “How much of the dynamics have we lost?”

"We are religious people,” he said, “no question about that. We have magnificent chur
ches, people giving money, beautiful buildings, people attending, tipping their hats to God, 
trying to be nice people, decent people in the community.
“But to what extent do we know and have we appropriated and are we expressing the 

dynamic of that which God is and that which He is seeking to communicate to the world 
through us?”

A VACATION BREAK — Elmer and Betty Bilbray of Alexandria, La., combine 
sightseeing with stops at missions such as Carver Baptist Center in New Orleans, 
where they helped unpack Christmas-in-August boxes.

he counts. Elmer checks his answer. “Hey, 
that’s right!”

During their two weeks at Carver, the 
Bilbrays conquer the Christmas-in-August 
boxes and move on to the center’s disheveled 
clothes tloset. They learn some of the 
children’s names and watch as Carver’s crack 
basketball team choreographs another winning 
season on the fenced court next door.

This has been their second stint in New 
Orleans; last year they spent three weeks work
ing at Baptist Friendship House. “We come to 
house-sit for our son and his family while 
they’re on vacation,” Elmer explains. “So

Church schedules hinder parents 
in child-rearing, expert says

IRVING, Tex. (BP) — Less strenuous 
church schedules and improved parent training 
events would help parents more effectively 
teach Christian values to their children, a 
preschool specialist said.

Cos Davis, supervisor of the preschool pro
gram section of the^Southern Baptist Sunday 
School Board’s Sunday School department, 
discussed the family’s role in the child’s 
religious development at a seminar for church 
staff members.

He cited the “vastness of church programs 
that over-involve our people,” such as 
meetings scheduled at church every night of 
the week, and noted that few churches provide 
training for parents to help them teach their 
children.

while we’re here we-try to be useful.”
The Bilbrays set aside some of their retire

ment income each year to cover their CSC ex
penses. By camping and cooking their own 
meals, they manage to get by on about $25 a 
day, including gas. “When it gets low, 
somehow we always have enough,” Elmer 
says.

Back home at Calvary Baptist, it’s now 
Elmer and Betty who show slides of mission 
trips instead of just watching where others 
have been. They have become a welcome com
mercial for CSC, both at home and on the 
field.

“My personal hope and prayer would be 
that we move to the Biblical position that the 
home is the number one teacher of religious 
values,” said Davis. “Its role should be greater 
than that of the local congregation.”

Davis, who is the author of a book Children 
and the Christian Faith, said the key to a 
family-oriented ministry “is a pastor and staff 
members who model the family priority in 
their daily lives and then structure the church 
to support it.”

To give the family first priority, church 
leaders should “take a long, hard look at a 
schedule that is counter-productive to family 
life.”

Second, he suggested churches offer 
workshops on the responsibilities and role of 
parents.

He noted “it is highly possible that well- 
meaning Christian parents could be teaching 
bad values,” and cited the example of a Chris
tian father “who is so dedicated to saving the 
world that he neglects his family.”

During a child’s preschool years “the single 
most important thing we must teach the child 
is that he is of worth to God. That’-s the begin
ning point,” Davis said.

A parent can teach a child this value by liv
ing in a loving, faithful relationship with God, 
accepting his child unconditionally and living 
in a loving disciplined relationship with his 
child, Davis said.

TO evaluate the values they are teaching 
their children, Davis said parents should 
undertake the “simple but difficult process” 
of examining what is important to them. Then 
they should ask themselves, “Is this Biblical?”
“It is absolutely Scriptural to see the family 

as the agency through which people are won to 
the Lord,” said Davis. "I think families are 
the key to winning people to Christ.”


