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SBC missionaries told: cut budget, plan boldly
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By Robert O'Brien
I RICHMOND—Southern Baptist mis- 
lionaries face a paradox—“bold budget cut- 
I ing” in an era when their denomination calls 
l or a “Bold Mission Thrust” to proclaim the 
Inessage of Christ to the world in this century. 
I Reports from annual meetings of mis- 
| ionaries throughout the world reflect financial 

ension. Faced with alarming decreases in buy- 
ng power, how can they amputate thousands 
»f dollars from their budgets and still do their 
obs?

In Liberia, where the mission lopped 
.50,000 in requests from its 1981 budget pro- 
»osals, Missionary Pat Bellinger reported the 
tuman dimension of bold budget cutting.
“I’m having a hard time with love this mor

ning,” she rose and confessed to other mis- 
ionaries in a budget meeting. “I just learned 
hat the mission executive committee will 

; ecommend that the mass communications re-
no |uest be cut to one-fourth the amount asked.”

Noting how the severe budget cuts would 
omf cuttie her successful negotiations to get Bap- 
ad-Hst programming on Liberian television, she 
J hr »id, “I’m having a hard time with love. Help 
jb. I ne love you even if this series has to be 
beJ crapped."

The problem faced by Bellinger, who has
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nanaged to keep her TV project alive, does 
lot exist because Southern Baptists do not 
jve.

In 1979, they gave over $40.5-million to the 
.ottie Moon Christmas Offering for Foreign 
Missions, up 13.02 percent from the previous

year. The 1980 goal is $45-million, an increase 
of 11.1 percent over 1979, as Southern Baptists 
prepare for the Week of Prayer for Foreign 
Missions, Nov. 30 through Dec. 7.

Percentages continue to increase not only in 
the special missions offerings but also in the 
Southern Baptist Convention’s Cooperative 
Program unified budget. But escalation of in
flated dollars, economists point out, creates a 
euphoria which masks the fact that the in
creases do not match buying power—even in 
the United States.

Economists base the buying power of the 
dollar on the value of the 1967 “constant 
dollar.” That measure signals an alarming 
trend which affects both the Lottie Moon 
Christmas Offering and the Cooperative Pro
gram, the two basic channels of support for 
Southern Baptist foreign missions.

The portion of the Cooperative Program 
funneled through the national SBC budget for 
national and worldwide causes totaled 
$57,418,384 during the 1977-78 fiscal 
year—worth only $28,897,023 in “constant 
dollars.”

The Cooperative Program rose more than 
$6.7-million to $64,165,480 in 1978-79. That 
was worth $28,786,667 in constant dollars—a 
loss in buying power of 110,356.

Projections for the 1979-80 indicate receipts 
of about $72-million, worth about $28,650,000 
in constant dollars—another buying power 
decrease, this time more than $136,000.
“Southern Baptists haven’t really increased

(Continued on page 3)
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PLANNING TO REACH THE MASSES — Many of the world's 4.3-billion people 
crowded cities such as Buenos Aires, Argentina (above). Southern Baptis 
sionaries face frustration trying to plan boldly to reach them while cutting back on 
their budgets.

Couple relates escape 
from Las Vegas fire
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Michigan Baptists approve 
partnership with Tennessee

MARQUETTE, Mich.(BP) — Messengers 
o the Baptist State Convention of Michigan 
oted to enter into a sister-state relationship 
/ith the Tennessee Baptist Convention during 
heir 23 annual meeting.

Michigan Executive Director Robert Wilson

convention adopted a $1,889,786 budget, of 
which $955,431 will come from the 194 chur
ches and 41 mission chapels of the convention. 
Of the budget, 25 percent — $238,858 — will 
go to the Southern Baptist Convention 
Cooperative Program, an increase of one-half

aid, “This is the most significant action that of one percent from 1980.
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ur convention has taken since I have been ex- 
cutive director.’’ Wilson, who has served in 
Michigan since 1956, has been executive since 
971.
Earlier in the week, Tennessee Baptists 

greed to the sister-state relationship during 
heir 106th annual Tennessee Baptist Conven- 
on in Johnson City. During the meeting, Ten- 
esseans heard a report for Jim Coldiron, 
irector of evangelism for Michigan Baptists.
Feinting out the needs in Michigan, Col- 

iron told of the 6.5-million unchurched peo- 
le in Michigan and of 25 counties in the state 
ithout a Southern Baptist congregation.
Under the linkage agreement, Tennessee 

hutches and associations will work together 
'ith churches and associations in Michigan to 
xpand Baptist work in the northern state.
Three representatives from .the TBC flew 
om Johnson City to Marquette to participate 
t the Michigan convention’s closing Nov. 13 
ission. They were Earl Wilson of Knoxville, 
resident of the TBC Executive Board; Pat 
andrum of Brighton, chairman of the 
card’s mission committee; and Paul Clark, 
lairman of the board’s program committee.
In other action, messengers to the Michigan

Milton Wood, pastor of Gorham Baptist 
Church of Jackson, was elected president.

Messengers adopted 11 resolutions, ranging 
from concern about the .Foreign Earned In
come Act of 1978 which in effect forces 
Southern Baptist foreign missionaries to pay- 
double income tax, to an expressing of 
gratitude to President Jimmy Carter for his 
Christian witness.

By Linda Lawson
LAS VEGAS, Nev.—Thanksgiving came six 

days early for Tennesseans Ann and Charles 
Smith. Their prayers of gratitude were for be
ing alive.

As flames swept through the MGM Grand 
Hotel Nov. 21, the Smiths fought smoke, fear, 
and the possibility that each had perished in 
the flames before being reunited nearly five 
hours later at Sunrise Hospital, Las Vegas.

More than 80 people died in the mammoth 
hotel. Officials estimated there were about 
8,000 occupants, including guests and 
employees, when flames erupted shortly before 
7:30 a.m. (PST).

Ann Smith, a consultant in the Southern 
Baptist Sunday School Board’s family ministry- 
department for more than three years, had 
concluded a single adult conference the even
ing before, and the Smiths were preparing to 
check out and return to Nashville. Charles 
Smith maintains a marriage, family, and 
counseling practice in Nashville. The Smiths, 
members of First Baptist Church, Nashville,

Mexico City 'blitz' launched
MEXICO CITY (BP) — A crusade involving 43 of the 46 churches in Mexico City laun

ched a two-year evangelism program Nov. 2-9, with more than 1,000 professions of faith 
reported in early stages.

Through Nov. 7, some 1,026 people had accepted Christ as their Saviour. Crusade of
ficials estimate the final figure will be at least 1,500.

Thirty-two evangelists from Texas, Arkansas. New Mexico, and California, plus five 
choirs with 157 members from the United States, assisted Mexican evangelists in the Baptist 
program of urban evangelization for Mexico City.

All 46 Baptist churches in Mexico City are now participating in the program, which dur
ing 1980 accounted for the distribution of almost two-million tracts, 7,800 New 
Testaments, and thousands of handbills.

The churches now are working with new believers using specially prepared follow-up 
materials.

have been used in several single adult and fami
ly life conferences sponsored by the Tennessee 
Baptist Convention.

Smith had left their room on the 25th floor 
to go to the lobby, and Ann was talking on the 
telephone when their separate nightmares 
began.

When the elevator doors opened in the lob
by, Smith was met by a black wall of smoke. 
Unable to exit, he remained on the elevator 
which went to the 17th floor and stopped. He 
got off and began efforts to return to his wife 
on the 25th floor.
“I tried to telephone her from the 17th 

floor, but I had to go through the hotel 
operator and there was no response at the 
switchboard,” Smith said. This only inten
sified the concern for his wife’s safety.

He climbed to the 21st floor, where he was 
halted by smoke and a locked fire escape door. 
Using a Kleenex to filter the smoke-filled air, 
he descended to the fifth floor and climbed on
to a roof where firemen helped him safely exit 
to the ground.

Smith was then taken by bus to an emergen
cy center set up at the Las Vegas Civic Center. 
He met bus after bus of evacuees from the 
hotel in a futile search for Ann.

Meanwhile, when Ann smelled smoke and 
heard fire engines, she looked out the window 
and saw the smoke and flames below. Finding 
the hallway filled with smoke, she went out on 
the balcony and attempted to lower herself to 
the balcony below.
“My feet would not touch from one banister 

to the next. I hung by one hand and gave 
myself a boost so I would go over the balcony 
of the next floor and not land on the railing,” 
she said.

As she landed on the 24th floor balcony, her 
(Continued on page 3)
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After renewed controversy

Smith requests meeting 
with Jewish leaders

By Dan Martin
DEL CITY, Okla.(BP)— Bailey Smith, 

president of the Southern Baptist Convention, 
has asked for a meeting with representatives of 
the Anit-Defamation League of B’nai B’rith in 
the wake of renewed controversy over his 
remarks concerning Jews.

The latest episode of the furor erupted with 
a national news report of remarks Smith made 
in a sermon to his 14,000-member congrega
tion Aug. 31, in which he said Jews have “fun
ny looking noses.’’

Smith told Baptist Press he has written 
Nathan Perimutter, national director of the 
Anti-Defamation League, and has been told he 
will meet with Jewish leaders.
“In my letter, I told Mr. Perimutter I 

desired a meeting,’’ Smith said. “1 also told 
him, ‘1 deeply regret any hurt which has come 
to you or your people because of remarks 
credited to me.’ ”

Smith added, “I am determined to do 
everything I can to convince the Jewish people 
that I love them.’’

Perimutter, contacted last week, said he has 
not received Smith’s letter, but “will read it 
and if it is suggestive of utility and constructive 
gain, of course we will meet with him.”

The first new reports of the controversy sur
faced in mid-September concerning comments 
Smith made in a sermon at the National Af
fairs Briefing, a religious-political rally in 
Dallas. At the rally, held in August, Smith said 
God does not hear the prayers of Jews.

Smith was accused of anti-Semitism in the 
furor which followed publication of the 
remarks. The pastor of First Southern Baptist 
Church of Del City told the congregation in a 
broadcast sermon Aug. 31 on God’s Special 

people witTTwKom~6<^T^r^ 
than others. Why, you say? Why did He 
choose the Jews? I don’t know why He chose 
the Jews. I think they’ve got funny looking 
noses myself. I don’t know why He chose the 
Jews. That’s God’ business. Amen?”

The radio broadcast reportedly was heard by 
an Oklahoma City rabbi who obtained a 
cassette tape, provided as a ministry of the 
church. The rabbi, who was not identified, 

HMB names Newton 
as news director

ATLANTA (BP) — Jim Newton, editor of 
the Southern Baptist Brotherhood Commis
sion’s World Mission Journal since 1973, has 
been named news editor of the Southern Bap
tist Home Mission Board, effective Dec. 8.

Newton also will be chief of the Atlanta 
bureau of Baptist Press, the Southern Baptist 
new service. He was 
assistant director of the 
Baptist Press central 
office in Nashville 
from 1965 to 1973. He 
was press represen
tative for the Baptist 
General Convention of 
Texas from 1959 to 
1965.

A graduate of Baylor 
University, Newton has 
written two books, including the 1981 foreign 
mission study, The Way to Timbuktu, and he 
has written many teaching guides, booklets, 
pamphlets, magazine articles, and brochures. 
He has won numerous awards for his writing, 
including the Frank Burkhalter Award, 
presented by the Baptist Public Relations 
Association to the top news and/or feature 
writer in the Southern Baptist Convention each 
year.

Newton is a deacon at Second Baptist 
Church, Memphis, and has been a Sunday 
School teacher in churches in Memphis and 
Nashville.

gave copies of the remark to Jewish leaders, 
who in turn circulated it to some Baptist 
leaders.

The story first appeared in the Dallas Morn
ing News Nov. 14, nearly two-and-a-half 
months after the remark was made.

Rumors circulated among Southern Baptists 
that the story was broken to the news media 
by political opponents of Smith, an avowed 
conservative and supporter of Biblical inerran
cy.

Helen Parmley, religion editor of the Dallas 
paper, however, said she received tips on the 
story from “several sources, both Jewish and 
Baptist,” and added the Baptist sources “are 
not from Dallas.”

Smith, in explaining the remark, said it was 
not part of his sermon and was an aside, 
primarily directed at a young Jewish man who 
is a member of the Del City congregation.
“On Aug. 31, before I entered the sanc

tuary, some people teased me about the bald 
spot on the back of my head. A handsome, 
young Jewish man came by and said, 
“Preacher, you’ve got a bald spot and we Jews 
have funny looking noses.”

Smith added, “So, in the midst of my ser
mon, which was defending the fact that Jewish 
people are indeed the chosen people of God, I 
looked at the young man and teased him about 
his statement.
“I personally do not even believe Jews have 

funny noses.”
He noted that in the cassette tape or on the 

radio, people “could not see the twinkle in my 
eye or the smile on my face. I was simply teas
ing a friend.”

He commented it is “interesting” he preach
ed the sermon delineating the special place 

hawinC.nACunAau feillnuiino 
his reportedly anti-Semitic” remarks on the 
Jews and prayer.

He said the noses remark was in the midst of 
a 30-minute sermon in which he said “the 
Jewish people are very special to God. I believe 
they have a more special place in the heart of 
God than does Bailey Smith. The thrust of the 
sermon was that Israel is God’s chosen land 
and always will be. The Jewish people are a 
great blessing....”

“It was an eight-word aside. I should not 
have made it, but I love humor and teasing. It 
is unfortunate my teasing nature has made 
people see me as something I am not ... has 
painted a picture of me that simply is not 
true.”

Smith reiterated he is not anti-Semitic. 
“There is no preacher in America today who is 
more pro-Israel than Bailey Smith,” he said.

Since the controversy erupted, Smith said he 
has received hundreds of telephone calls and 
letters, both at home and at church.

“My wife and I have been very disturbed by 
the anger people have shown. I have to admit I 
have been deeply hurt. We have shed many, 
many tears over this,” Smith added.

Mrs. G. Allen West 
dies in Louisville

Mrs. G. Allen (Kitty) West, wife of the 
former pastor of Woodmont Baptist Church in 
Nashville, died in Louisville, Ky., on Nov. 17.

West was pastor of the Woodmont con
gregation from 1942 until 1967, when he ac
cepted the position of executive director of the 
Long Run Baptist Association in Louisville.

Funeral services were held at Walnut Street 
Baptist Church in Louisville. A memorial serv
ice was held at Woodmont Baptist Church on 
Nov. 20, with burial following at Woodlawn 
Cemetery in Nashville. Bill Sherman, present 
pastor at Woodmont officiated.

In addition to her husband, Mrs. West is 
survived by a son George, Brentwood; and a 
daughter Janet, Atlanta, Ga.

BROTHERHOOD OFFICERS — James Smith (left), executive director of the 
Brotherhood Commission, congratulates (left to right) James Gardner of Arkansas, 
vice-president; Fred Harris of New Mexico, recording secretary; and Jack Knox of 
Germantown, chairman.

SBC Brotherhood trustees affirm 
doctrinal integrity resolution

OLIVE BRANCH, Miss.(BP) — Trustees of 
the Southern Baptist Brotherhood Commis
sion affirmed a denominational resolution on 
doctrinal integrity, agreed to cooperate with an 
organization of concerned laymen, and 
elected new officers at a three-day meeting in 
Holiday Inn Conference Center, Olive Branch, 
Miss.

The resolution on doctrinal integrity, 
adopted at the 1980 Southern Baptist Conven
tion annual meeting in St. Louis, exhorted 
trustees to “carefully preserve the doctrinal in- 
•—<r—*•»>'• —«*•>— employ u profes
sional staff who believe in the “divine inspira
tion of the whole Bible, the infallibility of the 
original manuscripts, and that the Bible is 
truth without any error.”

Executive Director James H. Smith said he 
will follow up by consulting personally with 
each professional staff member concerning his 
or her beliefs in the Scriptures.

The action to participate with a concerned 
laymen’s group within the framework of the 
agency received the most discussion. Trustees 
asked their chairman to name seven commis
sioners to work with the concerned laymen and 
to make a report at the next meeting in April.

In an earlier meeting in Memphis, 101 
laymen and pastors voted to organize a 
fellowship of Baptist men, including a charter, 

Board appoints 
four Tennesseans

ATLANTA — William and Evelyn Foote of 
Memphis and James and Paulette Kellum of 
Bartlett have been appointed missionaries by 
the Southern Baptist Home Mission Board.

The couples were among 35 persons ap
proved for missions service by the board of 
directors during their fall meeting.

The Kellums will serve in Memphis where he 
will be a consultant for the HMB language mis
sions department. They served as missionaries 
with the Southern Baptist Foreign Mission 
Board from 1971 to 1980 in Vietnam and the 
Philippines. They have also served churches in 
Mississippi and Washington. Both are 
graduates of Mississippi College, Clinton, and 
he is a graduate of New Orleans (La.) Baptist 
Theological Seminary.

The Footes will serve in Southfield, Mich., 
where he will be a pastoral missionary for the 
HMB church extension department. He has 
served as pastor of churches in Tennessee and 
Kentucky since 1948. He is a graduate of 
Union University, Jackson, and Southern Bap
tist Theological Seminary, Louisville, Ky. She 
is a graduate of the University of Tennessee at 
Knoxville.

bylaws, temporary officers, and commis
sioners, offices and staff, and establish a 
budget. The purpose of the fellowship would 
be to strengthen the Bold Mission Thrust of 
the denomination with an emphasis of working 
cooperatively to involve one-million laymen.

Trustees of the commission chose Jack L. 
Knox of Germantown, a business executive as 
chairman, replacing Jack Deligans, a Liver
more, Calif., engineer who served two one- 
year terms.

James Gardner, a Blytheville, Ark., at
torney, was elected vice-chairman; Fred Har
ris, a Hatch, N.M., farmers’ market vice- 
president, recording secretary; and Smith, 
treasurer.

Wendell Crews of Athens was named to the 
agency’s executive committee.

In other action, the trustees approved a 
recommendation of a 75th anniversary com
mittee to use a 16-month celebration in 1982-83 
to focus attention on past values and future 
potential of Royal Ambassadors and Baptist 
Men.

During the celebration beginning at the an
nual meeting of the SBC in June 1982, the 
agency will seek to lead 750,000 men and boys 
to commemorate the founding of men and 
boys’ work.

The trustees also shelved an inquiry to 
change the name of the agency after a survey 
of trustees, state Brotherhood leaders, and 
staff failed to support it. The survey was made 
after a suggestion one year ago to consider 
changing the name.

A request to the SBC Executive Committee 
for $782,000 in Cooperative Program 
operating funds for 1981-82 was affirmed. The 
request, up $102,000 or 15 percent from t|je 
1980-81 allocations, must be approved by the 
SBC Executive Committee in February and in 
June at the annual meeting of the SBC before 
the increase can be granted.

Abney, Franklin 
named in Crockett

J.W. Abney, pastor of Friendship Baptist 
Church in Friendship, was elected moderator 
for Crockett Association during its recent an
nual meeting. Abney succeeds James R. Jones, 
pastor of First Baptist Church in Maury City.

Elected as the association’s new vice
moderator was Joe E. Franklin, pastor of First 
Baptist Church in Bells.

Other officers, both re-elected, are: 
treasurer Jim Austin, a member of Maury City 
First, and R.V. Via, a member of Cross Roads 
Baptist Church in Bells.
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Kentucky convention hears 
references to SBC takeover
BOWLING GREEN, Ky.(BP)—References, 

mostly veiled, of takeover attempts of 
Southern Baptist institutions and programs 
floated around as Kentucky Baptists held their 
143rd annual meeting.

Numerous references were made, particular
ly in a report by the Kentucky Baptist Conven
tion executive secretary-treasurer, the conven
tion sermon, and a resolution expressing con
cern.

Messengers, however, avoided controversy 
on another issue which had been heralded as 
one of the key issues. Without apparent dis
sent, the 1,089 messengers listened to first 
reading of a change in their constitution which 
would set giving to the Cooperative Program 
as a test of mesenger qualification.

The issue had drawn spirited discussion 
before the convention, but the Constitution 
and Bylaws Committee changed the recom
mendation to take most of the sting out of the 
opposition.

As proposed, the change would have put 
Cooperative Program contributions as the key 
test for messenger qualification. As modified

Plan boldly..
(Continued from page 1) 

giving—even though amounts go up each 
year—until gifts actually increase in purchas
ing power,” says J. Winston Crawley, vice- 
president for planning for the Foreign Mission 
Board.
“Most of our reporting talk in terms of 

dollars given—not buying power,” says 
Crawley. “That distorts reality. We must 
know how much mission work the financial 
gifts will pay for, not just how many dollars.

“That kind of reasoning doesn’t sink in easi
ly to Stateside-oriented persons who never had 
to carry home their money in gunnysacks,” 
adds Crawley, reflecting on his missionary ex
perience in China.

In those days, in the late 1940s, one 
American dollar came to equal $10-million 
Chinese dollars. Crawley literally took a gun
nysack to the bank when he cashed his first 
check after landing in Shanghai.

Now the world situation has reversed, and 
American currency takes a beating on interna
tional money markets. When inflation and 
dollar devaluation in foreign countries is added 
to U.S. inflation, the problem becomes 
astronomical.

A 10-year study, 1968-78, showed an 87 per
cent inflation rate in the United States, small 
by world standards.

The survey also examined Italy (182 percent 
increase), Spain (226 percent), Portugal (299 
percent), Turkey (537 percent), Peru (599 per
cent), Brazil (1,002 percent), Uruguay (6,612 
percent), Argentina (60,477 percent), and 
Chile (399,152 percent).

As the numbers continue their dizzying up
ward rush, financial resources diminish—mak
ing the Lottie Moon Christmas Offering more 
and more vital for Southern Baptist foreign 
missions.

Once the Cooperative Program provided 
most of the missionary support and operating 
expenses and the Lottie Moon Offering took 
care of capital improvements overseas.

But as inflation and devaluation have eaten 
away buying power, less and less of the Lottie 
Moon Offering is left for capital needs on the 
SBC’s 94 mission fields.

As Baptists head toward the Bold Mission 
Thrust goals of the year 2,000, increased flow 
of dollars won’t necessarily give missionaries a 
gunnysack full of buying power—“it may turn 
out to be only a cupful,” says Crawley.

But that is not a negative note, Crawley 
adds. “History shows that when Southern 
Baptists are challenged with what missions can 
do to change lives, they respond with their 
money, their prayers, and themselves.”

and adopted, each church in the convention is 
entitled to two messengers if it is in “friendly 
cooperation” and a “bonafide contributor” to 
the work of the convention.

The change qualifies one additional 
messenger for each 250 members or $250 in 
contributions through the Cooperative Pro
gram.

The change, according to convention 
observers, both strengthens the Cooperative 
Program and “rewards” churches which are 
generous in their contributions through the 
unified giving program of state conventions 
and the Southern Baptist Convention.

Under amending processes of the conven
tion, the change* is read without vote in one 
convention and then voted on in the following 
annual meeting. It must pass by a two-thirds 
margin.

In a report, Executive Secretary-Treasurer 
Franklin Owen warned messengers of the 
danger of Southern Baptists becoming a “two 
party convention,” and referred to a “partisan 
movement...organized and indentified...as a 
party among us.”

He referred to efforts by a group headed by 
two Texans, Paul Pressler, an appeals court 
judge from Houston, and Paige Patterson, 
president of Criswell Center for Biblical 
Studies in Dallas, to gain control of boards of 

_ institutions and agencies to enforce adherence
to a belief in the “inerrancy” and “infallibili
ty” of the Bible.

In the convention sermon, Edwin F. Perry, 
pastor emeritus of Louisville’s Broadway Bap
tist Church, mentioned an “active campaign” 
to take control, but maintained: “No, my 
friends, the battle is not for the Bible, it does 
not need our defense; it needs our proclaiming. 
The battle or this group is to achieve complete 

control within the next eight years or less. By 
their attitude and clearly announced goals, 
they have placed the integrity of our electoral 
process under attack.”

Perry reminded messengers that Baptists 
historically “were leaders in religious liberty 
and in the doctrine of soul competency,” and 
quoted Thomas Jefferson, “ ‘Uniformity of 
conscience is coercion and coercion is the 
greatest of all tyrannies over the mind of 
man.’ ” Perry was a leader in presenting a 
resolution which expressed concern over the 
“takeover” attempt and urged sending of 
messengers to the 1981 Southern Baptist Con
vention in Los Angeles.

However, the resolutions committee soften
ed the resolution and it was passed urging 
churches to send messengers to all conven
tions.

In other business, the convention lauded the 
Western Recorder, journal of the Kentucky 
Baptist Convention, and its editor, C.R. 
Daley, for keeping Kentucky Baptists in
formed.

Bill Whittaker, pastor of First Baptist 
Church, Murray, Ky., was elected president of 
the convention. Messengers adopted a record 
$15.2-million budget for 1981-82, of which 35 
percent will go to worldwide causes through 
the SBC Cooperative Program.

NOBTS buys $3-million building
NEW ORLEANS (BP)—A sales contract has been signed by New Orleans Baptist 

Theological Seminary officials for the purchase of property adjacent to the campus which 
includes 6.5 acres and a two-story building.

Landrum Leavell, seminary president, said the purchase price is $3.3-million.
Funds for the purchase are coming from the Southern Baptist Convention’s capital 

allocation and seminary campaign funds.
The building, which has 119,000 sq. ft. of space, will contain a student center, faculty of

fices, and large classrooms following renovation.
The building, known as the former Maison-Blanche Building, now is occupied on the 

first floor by the Gaylords Department Store. The store’s lease expires March 1986.
Leavell said income from the lease, about $11,500 per month, will come to the seminary 

when the owners can make satisfactory transfer arrangements with the current owners of 
the lease.

AN URGENT MATTER — Senator John Chafee, at a Capitol Hill news conference, 
promises to work for passage of legislation to restore the $20,000 income exclusion 
to employees of religious and other charitable organizations overseas. Listening 
(left to right) are Joe Price of CARE; Jean Chenard of Catholic Relief Services; Keith 
Parks, president of the SBC Foreign Mission Board; and Phil Strickland,acting direc
tor of the Texas Baptist Christian Life Commission.

Two senators pledge help 
on income tax exclusion

WASHINGTON (BP)-Two U.S. senators 
declared in Capitol Hill news conferences they 
will work for the passage of legislation in this 
session of Congress to restore the $20,000 in
come exclusion for employees of religious and 
other charitable workers overseas.

Sen. Russell Long spoke for the legislation 
in a Nov. 13 news conference, and Sen. John 
H. Chafee followed suit on Nov. 14, joining 
with five representatives of organizations with 
charitable workers abroad.

Chafee and Long said they will push to get

through Fh'e shortened lame duck session of more than 3,000 missionaries in 94 countries.
Congress.

Chafee said if proper legislation cannot be 
passed in the short time left, he will push for a 
legislative extension of the filing deadline 
beyond the Dec. 15. 1980, date set by the Inter
nal Revenue Service. He said he believes 
legislation would pass in the next session of 

all AmericansCongress to
overseas—not just charitable workers.”

Several legislative remedies, sought since the 
Foreign Earned Income Act of 1978 acciden
tally eliminated the $20,000 exclusion for 
charitable organizations, have bogged down, 
and earlier bills expected to solve the problem 
probably won’t make it in this session. Now 
Chafee and other congressmen, prompted to 
act by escalated protests, are looking for 
legislative means to get the job done in the 
closing days of Congress.

Southern Baptist Foreign Mission Board 
President R. Keith Parks, one of five persons 
joining Chafee in the news conference, said, 
“Immediate action to restore the exclu
sion—rather than just another extension—is 
urgent because the board and other organiza
tions must plan budgets and worldwide 
ministries which would be curtailed by in
creased financial burden.”

But Parks said the extension would be better 
than having to pay $1-million for 1980 if the 

session closes with no action at all.
Phil D. Strickland, acting director of the 

Texas Baptist Christian Life Commission, was 
asked by the Foreign Mission Board to help in 
an eleventh-hour effort to push for congres
sional action.

Parks joined him in urging Southern Bap
tists and others to continue to press con
gressmen for action in this session to restore 
the exclusion of the $20,000 or more.

As it stands now, the Foreign Mission Board 
which already pays SI-million in income taxes 

would have to pay Sl-million a year in U.S. in
come taxes.

Las Vegas fire
(Continued from page 1)

left leg broke and a bone pierced the flesh. She 
crawled into a room, wrapped a wet towel 
around her leg, and returned to the balcony 
where she waved another towel to attract the 
attention of firemen below.
“I think I faced death in a way that I had 

never faced it before,” she said. “I realized my 
fear would be in dying, not in death. I just 
prayed for all the people who were, at that 
point, worse off than 1 was. I just prayed the 
Lord would protect those of us He could and 
that if I should meet death, I would meet it 
with peace.”

Eventually, she was rescued by firemen who 
carried her by stretcher to the roof of the hotel 
where she was airlifted by helicopter to the 
hospital, still not knowing if Charles was dead 
or alive. She feared he had been trapped in an 
elevator.

At the civic center, the Red Cross learned 
that Ann had been hospitalized and im
mediately transported Charles there.

The reunion with her husband at her bedside 
“was almost a miracle. We rejoiced and 
cried,” Ann said.

People in Las Vegas were quick to come to 
the aid of the Smiths and other victims. A 
minister gave Charles a room in his home and 
provided him with a car and clothes. Others 
helped him try to find out when and how he 
might return to the hotel room to retrieve their 
belongings.
“When people think of Las Vegas, they 

usually only think of the casino industry and 
do not realize there are many fine Christian 
people living there,” Ann said. “I’ve really 
been moved by the many wonderful peple who 
have helped us.”

The Smiths were expected to remain in Las 
Vegas for further treatment for about five days 
before returning to Nashville.
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EDITORIAL

Time of thanksgiving is important Ciceros
Thanksgiving is the first truly American holiday.
It was born in the adversity of the early settlers of our na

tion as an appropriate way to call attention to the blessing of 
God and the blessings of freedom provided by this country.

In these troubled days as we pause to celebrate Thanksgiv
ing this week, it would be well for us to examine the historic 
significance of this important observance.

In the late 16th Century, opposition arose among the peo
ple of England against the state church. Several of the leaders 
of groups who left the Church of England were executed 
under the authority of King James I (also known for authoriz
ing the Biblical translation that bears his name).

By 1607, many Christians had fled to Holland, but there 
they found great difficulty in supporting themselves. The 
language barrier also brought problems.

The appeal of going to the New World was great, so after 
three years of planning, a group of Pilgrims purchased a ship 
in mid-1620 and sailed for London. Difficulties with this ship 
on the rather short voyage led to the purchasing of another

Thank You, LORD I
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ship—the now famous Mayflower.
On Sept. 16, 1620, this ship with 102 passengers sailed from 

Plymouth, England, to seek the freedoms of the new land 
across the Atlantic Ocean. These valiant Christians had 
already lived for seven weeks in the ship’s cramped quarters, 
and now a two-month voyage lay ahead.

Two babies were born at sea, bringing the total number of 
Pilgrims to 104.

Land was sighted on Nov. 10, 1620, and after several weeks 
of exploration, the group settled on a small uninhabited 
island. Racked by illness, with few suppplies, these Pilgrims 
were not prepared to face the harsh New England winter 
ahead.

Spring brought new fruits and game—and hope!
A good crop of corn served to bolster the spirits of the 

group. The friendship and help from Indians cannot be 
minimized.

With all these things for which to be thankful, Gov. 
William Bradford declared Dec. 13, 1621, as a time of 
feasting and thanksgiving. About 90 Indians accepted the in
vitation to attend the festivities which lasted for three days.

Only 50 (less than one-half) of the 104 Pilgrims had sur
vived the first year. The death toll was highest among the 
women, with only five of the 18 wives surviving.

The custom of an annual Thanksgiving Day spread to other 
colonies during the Revolutionary War. On Nov. 26, 1789, 
President George Washington—in his first year as 
president—issued a general proclamation for a day of thanks. 
This custom was followed sporadically by other presidents.

In 1863—in the midst of a nation in turmoil—President 
Abraham Lincoln named the last Thursday in November as 
Thanksgiving Day. Since that time every president has issued 
a similar proclamation. Congress changed the official date to 
the fourth Thursday in November in 1941.

As Americans face Thanksgiving Day 1980, it would be a 
tremendous time for us (1) to re-examine in thankfulness 
what this great nation provides for its citizens, and (2) to pray 
emphatically for the leaders and future of our nation.

In spite of national difficulties displayed almost daily on 
the front pages of our newspapers, we still have a great na
tion. More personal freedoms by far exist here than in any na
tion in the history of our world.

Paul urged Timothy that “supplications, prayers, interces
sions, and giving of thanks be made for all men, for kings, 
and for all that are in authority’’ (I Timothy 2:1-2).

At this Thanksgiving season, we need to pray for the 
leaders of our nation and for the citizens of America. Pray 
that God will use the events and problem^ of these trying days 
to force America to turn to Him.

“Offer unto God thanksgiving and pay thy vows unto the 
most High; and call upon Me in the day of trouble. I will 
deliver thee, and thou shall glorify Me” (Psalm 50: 14-15).

Contacts needed
The legal measure which would exempt missionaries and 

other overseas charitable workers from paying taxes on the 
first $20,000 of their income is making its way through Con
gress — but it is important that this provision be passed 
before the current session adjourns.

The enactment of this exemption will keep our Foreign 
Mission Board from having to pay $1-million in income taxes 
for missionaries who are stationed overseas. Of course, these 
missionaries do pay taxes in the country where they serve.

A rider granting this exemption for missionaries from the 
Foreign Earned Income Act of 1979 has cleared a senate com
mittee and will probably come to the floor of the senate next 
week. The provision is attached as a rider to HR 4968, “The 
Real Estate Investment Trust Act.”

The measure will then go to the Housp of Representatives. 
One problem is that, in the midst of the rush toward adjourn
ment, some representatives may not be aware that this exemp
tion is now a part of HR 4938.

It is important that you contact your Tennessee senators 
and representatives and urge them to support HR 4938 and its 
income tax exemption for missionaries and other overseas 
charitable workers.

comment

By the editor
“Cicero, I represent a new organization 

called THANKS, which stands for Teaching 
Humans to Appreciate Numerous Kind Sensa
tions,” announced Gray Thull as we sat in my 
office.

Cicero asked the organization’s purpose.
“Actually, we are concerned about the low 

level of thankfulness among Americans,” 
Gray entoned. “So, on Thanksgiving Day we 
are launching a movement to sharpen our 
senses of gratitude!”

I agreed with the need. “We ought to be 
thankful that World War III hasn’t started; 
that progress is being made in the treatment of 
some dread diseases; that mankind’s 
knowledge is increasing at an enormous...”

“Stop!” Gray Thull interrupted. “That’s 
precisely why we need THANKS. Americans 
are so busy looking for big things to be 
thankful for, that they miss so many of the 
other things that make life meaningful.”

Cicero responded, “Oh, I understand. You 
mean like I am thankful for my family, my 
health, my friends, my job, and so forth.”

“You are getting closer,” Gray encouraged, 
“but you still haven’t reached the level of ap
preciation awareness THANKS is emphasiz
ing.”

Having given up on my sensitivity, Thull 
began to explain what he had in mind. “You 
sec. there are many things that happen that 
make life enjoyable, but most of us are too 
busy to even notice these — much less be 
grateful for them.”

Gray Thull began to recite some of the 
events and items for which we could be 
grateful.

The ability to laugh.
The outstretched arms of a child wanting 

a hug.
»x A yellow bloom on a forsythia bush 

which announces that spring is coming.
>x An unexpected “Thank You” from the 

lips of a grateful person.
»x The smell of a newly-mowed field of hay.
•x The taste of that first cup of coffee in the 

morning.
»x The crunch of snow as you walk on a still 

winter’s night.
• x The sound of a lone mockingbird in the 

woods.
• x The smell and sound of popping corn 

coming from the kitchen.
»x Telling a joke that your listener hasn’t 

heard.
»x Stopping by a store to purchase a needed 

item — and finding that it is on sale.
• x The sight and sound of an open fireplace 

on a dark, stormy night.
»x The feel of clean sheets when you get into 

bed.
»x The joy of having a prayer answered.
x * A letter from Internal Revenue Service — 

that says you will get an additional refund.
*x Remembering the name of a person you 

haven’t seen for years.
»x A movie with a happy ending.
»x The discovering of a new ray of truth and 

inspiration in a familiar Scripture passage.
• x Noticing a smile on the face of an 

unknown person walking down the street.
* x Finding a quarter in the pocket of an old 

pair of pants.
»x Relaxing in a tub of warm water after a 

long, hard day.
* x A telephone call or letter from an old 

friend — who doesn’t want anything.
Maybe Gray Thull and THANKS has a 

good idea. At least, it is worth thinking — and 
thanking about!
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North Carolina Baptists 
affirm Sherman, newspaper

GREENSBORO, N.C.(BP)—Messengers to 
the 150th anniversary session of the Baptist 
State Convention of North Carolina over
whelmingly approved the work of the state 
Baptist newspaper and resoundingly re-elected 
their president.

Bdrb the newspaper, the Biblical Recorder, 
and the president, Cecil Sherman, pastor of 
First Baptist Church of Asheville, have been 
criticized by conservative elements within the 
state.

Two resolutions concerning the Biblical 
Recorder were introduced. One, by J. Steve 
Sells, pastor of First Baptist Church of Stan
field, asked that the paper “be used as an in
spirational, unity-building, love-projecting 
publication rather than a biased tool used for 
degrading character.”

The other, by Alfred T. Ayscue, pastor of 
Calvary Baptist Church of Mt. Airy, sup-

H Personal n
;; perspective ;;
11 BY TOM MADDEN ' j 
Ip TBC executive secretary (I

One of my favorite hymns is “Blessed 
Assurance.” The first verse goes like this, 
“Blessed assurance Jesus is mine! Oh, what a 
fore-taste of glory divine! Heir of salvation, 
purchase of God, Born 
of His Spirit, wash’d in 
His blood.”

With this in mind, 1 
read again the first 
epistle of John, focus
ing especially on verse 
13 of chapter five. 
“These things have I 
written unto you that 
believe on the name of 
the Son of God; that ye 
may know that ye have 
eternal life, and that ye may believe on the 
name of the Son of God.”

There are many ways we can have the bless
ed assurance that we are children of God. One 
is we have a new walk. We are to walk in the 
light as He is in the light. When we do, we have 
fellowship with Him and fellowship with each 
other.

Until one is in Christ, he walks in darkness 
and is a lover of darkness.

We also have a new desire. The Word of 
God says we desire to keep His command
ments. We desire to please Him and to serve 
Him. We make new choices. We love not the 
world, neither the things that are in the world. 
J. B. Gambrell, the great theologian of 
another generation, illustrated this by saying, 
“Two men were walking along with one dog 
between them. No one could tell to whom the 
dog belonged until the men came to the forks 
of the road. As the men divided, the dog 
followed his master.” He was making the right 
choice.

We have a new practice in our life. The prac
tice is to abide in Him and sin not. 1 remember 
as a student in college when E. C. Routh came 
to speak in our community. He emphasized 
that when we become Christians, we may sin, 
but we do not continue in sin; and that when 
we sin, we grieve. We do not make it a practice 
of continuing in sin.

Assuredly we do have a new love. We have a 
love for Christ, and a love for His church, a 
love for each other, and a love for a lost world. 
John says that everyone who loves is born of 
God and knows God. He further states that we 
know we have passed from death unto life 
because we love the brethren.

We have a new peace. A peace that passes all 
understanding. We can lie down at night and 
go to sleep, knowing that what ever happens, 
all is well.

ported the newspaper and editor Marse Grant.
The resolutions committee rejected Sells’ 

resolution and presented Ayscue’s. In a floor 
debate, Owen Duncan, pastor of Race Path 
Baptist Church in Ellenboro, moved to 
substitute Sells’ critical resolution for the 
favorable action. Duncan criticized Grant for 
fo( news stories about SBC presidents Bailey 
Smith and Adrian Rogers and claimed the 
newspaper does not present a “balanced view
point.”

The move to substitute the Sells resolution 
was defeated by a wide margin.

Ayscue said his resolution has at its heart “a 
cherished Baptist principle, a free press. It is 
closely related to our abiding defense of a free 
pulpit. To stifle the effectiveness of the Biblical 
Recorder through censorship, however well 
disguised, would be a serious blow to the work 
of this convention.”

A few minutes after debate on the Recorder 
resolution, messengers gave Grant a standing 
ovation and prolonged applause as he came to 
the podium to give his report.

For the first time in the memory of veteran 
convention goers, a president was opposed for 
a second one-year term. Such a term usually is 
automatic.

However, opposition has developed to Sher
man, who has taken the lead in organizing 
“moderate” pastors to oppose attempts to 
control denominational institutions by a group 
committed to the “inerrancy” of the Bible.

Sherman has contended the primary issue 
confronting the denomination is not doctrinal, 
but control and power.

Sherman defeated M.O. Owens Jr., pastor 
of Parkwood Baptist Church of Gastonia, a 
well known conservative leader, on a standing 
vote estimated by news media representatives 
at 2-to-l.

In his presidential message on opening night, 
Sherman, ihe brother of NuuhvliU pa.ioi out 

Sherman, dealt with the inerrancy controversy.
“You think all Baptists are like you. I think 

all Baptists are like I am,” he said. "We are 
surprised when we discover that we are diverse 
on a number of things. The latest unit of 
measurement that has been dividing (us) is call
ed Biblical inerrancy. (Someone) started 
measuring me by the theological yardstick of 
inerrancy. I do not measure up. I do not hold 
an inerrant view of the Bible...
“Let me go further. I have never said- 

someone who holds an inerrant view of the Bi
ble should not be on one of our (SBC) boards. 
But there are some who have said if I do not 
hold to an inerrant view of the Bible, I will not 
be on one of our boards.”

In other action, messengers approved a joint 
project with the West Virginia Convention of 
Southern Baptists to help increase the number 
of churches in that state from 100 to 200 in the 
next five years; and approved a $19,250,000 
budget with 35 percent of the funds going to 
the SBC Cooperative Program, an increase of 
about 1.5 percent from last year.

Shiloh votes church 
into association

During its annual associational meeting 
recently, messengers to Shiloh Association 
voted to add a church to its membership and 
installed new officers.

Added to the Shiloh roster was Second Bap
tist Church in Savannah. Hall Gossett is 
pastor.

The association’s new moderator is John 
Skiles, pastor of West Shiloh Baptist Church. 
He succeeds Wayne King, pastor of Morris 
Chapel Baptist Church, in the post. The new 
vice-moderator is Gary Kendrick, pastor of 
First Baptist Church in Adamsville.

Dennis Weaver, a member of Good Hope 
Baptist Church, was re-elected to the post of 
treasurer; and John Anderson, pastor of Lor
raine Baptist Church, was re-elected clerk. 
Mrs. Anderson will serve as assistant clerk.

SURVEYING SITE — Union University board chairman Jim Austin of Maury City, left, 
and President Robert Craig, survey the building site where the college will construct 
more student housing.

Union trustees vote third increase 
in housing units in three years

For the third consecutive year, trustees at 
Union University have voted to authorize con
struction of additional housing units to accom
modate increasing student enrollment at the 
Jackson college. The most recent action came 
as the policy-making body met on campus 
Nov. 21 for its annual fall meeting.

The $100,000 expansion will provide four 
units of married student apartments through 
the gift from a donor who wishes to remain 
anonymous, President Robert Craig said. Con-

Jim Simerly elected
in Tpnnecc^ X/nll^v

Jim Simerly, a member of First Baptist 
Church in Spring City, was elected as 
moderator of Baptists in Tennessee Valley 
Association recently. He succeeds Pastor 
David Hudson, Salem Baptist Church, in the 
post.

Other officers elected to serve with Simerly 
are: vice-moderator Billy Jones, pastor of 
Wolf Creek Baptist Church; treasurer J.M. 
Roberts, a member of First Baptist Church in 
Dayton; and clerk Alda Roberts, a member of 
First Baptist Church in Dayton.

A special resolution passed by the 
messengers called on churches in the Tennessee 
Valley Association to support the Century II 
Campaign of Harrison-Chilhowee Baptist 
Academy.

First, Dayton, and Central Baptist Church 
in Spring City, are scheduled to host the 1981 
sessions of the annual meeting Oct. 15-16.

GIVE THANKS — The harvest has come 
and the crops are in. It is time to stop 
and give thanks for all God has given us. 

struction will begin immediately to ensure the 
units are ready for the 1981 fall semester.

Since Union relocated on the new campus in 
the fall of 1975, enrollment has increased near
ly 40 percent from a 973 headcount. The col
lege has experienced overcrowding in housing 
for each of the past five years.

Though the units will be an addition to the 
Warmath Married Student Apartment com
plex of existing apartments, trustees noted the 
rooms may house single students if Union is 
faced with another critical housing shortage. 
Up to 16 students could be housed in the new 
units should such an arrangement be en-* 
countered, Craig said.
t FuZ an noun ceme nYrcam e” cmly^Tfiree km o n th s 
after the college opened 60 additional beds this 
fall and one year since a 100-bed project was 
dedicated. Those two additions, costing nearly 
$1.2-million, boosted Union’s resident single 
student population from 550 to 700.

In other business, the board welcomed three 
new trustees and four returning trustees. Van 
Snider, a Memphis pediatrician, and Ray 
Newcomb, pastor of First Baptist Church in 
Millington, began serving three year terms. 
Memphis businessman Enoch Radford was 
elected to fill the unexpired term of the late 
George Harvey, who died last January.

Returning to the board after a year’s 
absence were retired Lexington pastor E.E. 
Deusner; Jackson businessman Don Stephen
son; Ridgely businessman Mack Forrester; and 
Memphis businessman John McRee.

Loudon congregation 
added to association

Bethany Baptist Church, Loudon, was voted 
into the membership of Loudon County 
Association during that group’s recent annual 
meeting. The church is led by Pastor Gary C. 
Hutson.

In other associational business, messengers 
honored Glen Melton, director of missions 
since 1959. Melton will retire from the Loudon 
County post Dec. 31, 1980.

Officers elected to serve for the coming year 
are: moderator Charles Wheeler, a member of 
Dixie Lee Baptist Church; vice-moderator 
A.R. Nelms, pastor of Beals Chapel Baptist 
Church; treasurer Charles Amos, a member of 
Pleasant Hill Baptist Church; and clerk James 
Stewart, a member of First Baptist Church in 
Lenoir City.

Wheeler succeeds Herbert Vandergriff as 
moderator. Vandergriff is pastor of Prospect 
Baptist Church in Loudon.

The 1981 meetings are scheduled to be held 
Oct. 22-23 at Oral Baptist Church in Lenoir 
City and Blairland Baptist Church in Loudon, 
Melton said.
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El Paso publishing on the world
By Mike Livingston

EL PASO, Tex. (BP) — As the Baptist 
Spanish Publishing House in El Paso, Tex., 
marks its 75th anniversary. General Director 
Aldo Broda has 20/20 vision concerning mis-

ARGENTINE LEADER — Aldo Broda, the 
first national to head the Baptist Spanish
Publishing House, joined the staff 
1977, from his native Argentina.

in

2,700 professions 
reported in Korea

ANDONG, Korea (BP)—Membership in the 
Baptist church in the ancient former Korean Spanish Publishing House materials in this
during the week a Louisiana Baptist team led 
in witness training and evangelistic services.

The three-month-old church, whose pastor, 
Lee Jae Jee, cancelled a trip to the United 
States to participate in the crusade, is now 
looking for larger quarters, according to Gail 
Debord, pastor of the Istrouma Baptist 
Church, Baton Rouge, La., who was a team 
participant.

Debord said during the week, church 
members canvassed about 1,000 homes in the 
city of about 200,000.

“As we were walking down the street one 
day, a lady came out of her house and when 
she found out what we were doing, said, 
‘Wait.’ When she returned a few minutes later, 
she had three friends and invited us into her 
house. The three made professions of faith. 
The lady was a Presbyterian and said she had 
never seen people visiting like we were doing 
it,” Debord said.

Debord’s experiences were representative of 
the events in the other 49 Korean Baptist chur
ches during the recent two-week effort of the 
Louisiana Baptist mission group. More than 
2,700 professions of faith were reported during 
the crusade that concluded in mid-October. x

Leonard Sanderson, Louisiana Baptist Con
vention director of evangelism, who coor
dinated the 52-member team, said the Korea 
Baptist Convention and the Southern Baptist 
Foreign Mission Board asked them “to lead a 
program of developing church members to be 
more effective soul winners.
“We worked in small churches in witness 

training for three days, then harvest revival for 
four days during each of the two weeks. This 
gave Korean pastors and members an oppor
tunity to learn witnessing techniques and to 
become involved in what they had studied,” 
Sanderson said.

Sanderson said the Louisiana team agreed to 
go where no other Baptist crusade team had 
gone, including some places where no mis
sionary had worked. Florida Baptists wit
nessed in five major Korean cities in May and 
June.

Before Broda became the first national tc 
head the publishing house in 1977, he hac 
worked for 10 years with the Baptis 
Publishing Board in his native Argentina. To 
day, from his office in the foothills of E 
Paso’s Franklin Mountains, he has a broade 
view of the literature ministry.
“We’ve got to keep our eye on the loca 

church but we’ve got to see the rest of th< 
world, too,” declares Broda, who is mon 
comfortable speaking through an interpreter.

When he talks about the publishing ministr: 
seeing the rest of the world, Broda isn’t jus 
talking about the other Spanish-speaking area 
where Southern Baptists have no missionaries 
He’s also talking about areas where the na 
tional language might be French, Dutch, o 
even English. And he’s talking about Spanish 
speaking areas “where missionaries are servin 
but there are people outside the church wh 
still are not being reached.”

Since Casa Bautista de Publicaciones wa 
begun in the kitchen of J. E. Davis, missionar 
serving in Toluca, Mexico, in January 1905, u 
has primarily published Christian curriculum 
literature. Although the publishing house 
printed a Bible in 1916, it did not print another 
complete New Testament for 50 years.

But today there are many new dimensions to 
the work and some of the most exciting 
chapters of the publishing house have been 
written since Broda came to El Paso. Still, he 
would rather look ahead to challenges than 
look back on accomplishments.

Some of Broda’s short-term goals include 
expanding the market for French literature, a 
surface the publishing house only scratched 
about five years ago. He wants to streamline 
U.S. distribution of publishing house materials 
and in October 1981 the Baptist Sunday 
School Board in Nashville will assume respon
sibility for the distribution of all Baptist

An exciting goal of Broda’s lies in his ap
proach to reaching those outside the church in 
countries where missionaries are serving. He 
plans “to attack the secular market with a line 
of popular books with a Christian perspective” 
in hopes of increasing sales to that market by 
10 percent every year for the next three years.
“We already have about 200 books on the 

market under a different trademark — Mundo
Hispano — and some of the books already are 
making inroads into the secular market,” said 
Broda.

The different trademark, he explains, “is 
not used because we want to hide the name 
Baptist, but because it might help our books 
reach someone who might back off from 
denominational publications.” One example is 
the Spanish study Bible which is near the top

ABC-TV HONORED — Jimmy Allen 
(left), president of the Radio-TV Com
mission, presented ABC-TV President 
Fred Pierce an award for ABC's 
religious series "Directions." The 
award was presented jointly by the 
four major faith groups involved in 
religious network TV.

LARGEST SPANISH LITERATURE MINISTRY — The Baptist Spanish Publishing House, 
El Paso, Tex., is the world's largest publisher of Christian literature in the Spanish 
language. Literature in French, Dutch, and Caribbean English is also printed.
of the publishing house’s best-seller list and 
has gained wide acceptance, according to 
Broda.

Most of the publishing house goals are ex
pansions of ministries that began within the 
last five to eight years. Few of them represent 
areas of work in which the Baptist Spanish 
Publishing House will be breaking new 
ground. “Most of the changes,” Broda says 
modestly, “have been made simply responding 
to needs. The main thing I want is for the 
publishing house to be an interpreter of needs 
for the church.”

Among the employees of the publishing 
house, Broda has a reputation for being sen
sitive to the needs of others and the reputation

opr.ading to other Baptist Spanish 

publishing houses. He says publishing houses 
in Argentina, Spain, Chile, and Brazil have 
agreed to enter a partnership with his shop 
with a program of co-editions.
“Co-editions of our material — printing 

them in more than one language on the same 
press run — will strengthen the work of all of 
us,” he says. “It makes all of us more power
ful.”

And as the head of the world’s largest 
publishing house of Christian literature in the 
Spanish language, producing more than six- 
million tracts, one-million books, and 31 dif
ferent periodicals annually, Broda knows the 
power of the printed page.

On a more personal level, he knows it even 
better: his entire family was converted through 
reading the Bible without any other contact.

Emeritus missionary 
to China dies in Fla.

BRADENTON, Fla. — Earl Parker, 
emeritus Southern Baptist missionary to China 
and Korea, died Oct. 28 while visiting family in 
Bradenton, Fla. His home was in Greenville, 
S.C. Parker was 92 years old.

Funeral services were held in Bradenton Oct. 
30, and at Lineville (Ala.) Baptist Church Nov. 
I, with interment in the church cemetery.

Appointed in 1922, Parker and his wife 
spent two years in language school in Peking, 
China, before moving to Pingtu, Shantung 
Province, where he twice was acting principal 
of Pingtu Christian Institute and then pastor 
of several Chinese churches until 1941.

En route to the States for furlough in 1941, 
he was interned in the Philippines by the 
Japanese until 1943 when he was repatriated.

In 1954, the Parkers went to Korea to work 
among the many Chinese living in Pusan and 
Seoul. They retired in 1958, and Mrs. Parker 
died in 1969. In 1971, Parker married Lucy 
Wright of Greenville, a retired missionary who 
had been a colleague in China and Korea.

He is survived by his wife, a daughter, three 
sons, and three sisters.

* Citizen’s Corner *
By Jerry M. Self 

^Public affairs and Christian life^ 
consultant

The final report from the White House Con
ference on Families has been published and is 
available to the public. Implementation of the 
recommendations has begun with the presi
dent’s proposal that a tax deduction minimiz
ing the marriage penalty be passed by congress.

Recently, as follow 
up to the conference, 
more than 100 of the

Self

nation’s largest
employers met at the 
president’s invitation 
to consider how to 
develop family
oriented personnel 
policies.

An Office For
Families has been es
tablished within the Department of Health and 
Human Services to oversee implementation of 
conference suggestions.

A major concern of the conference focused 
on the impact of governmental action upon 
families. It may be expected that all govern
ment agencies will give new consideration to 
any proposed activities or programs which may 
in any way have an adverse affect on families.

In Tennessee, the committee responsible for 
the Tennessee Governor’s Conference on 
Families has continued to meet. Their inten
tion is to analyze the White House Conference 
on Families report and determine how best to 
make a positive impact on Tennessee in favor 
of families.

The report from the conference, entitled 
Listening to America's Families, can be bought 
from the superintendent of documents, U.S. 
Government Printing Office, Washington, DC 
20402.

Harold Allen elected 
Bledsoe moderator

Harold Allen, pastor of First Baptist Church 
in Gallatin, was elected moderator of Bledsoe 
Association recently to succeed Jack Goodwin, 
pastor of Indian Hills Baptist Church in that 
city.

Others elected to lead the work are: vice
moderator Don Peek, pastor of First Baptist 
Church in Lafayette; treasurer Goodwin; and 
clerk L.W. Warren, associate pastor at First, 
Gallatin.

The Gallatin congregation has asked to host 
the 1981 annual meetings for the association 
on Oct. 22.
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FRUITS OF HIS LABOR — When Norman Price retired Oct. 31 from the Foreign 
Mission Board, he left a legacy of literature, such as that displayed behind him, to 
testify to the 17 years he directed the board's publications.

Smith declines second term 
as president in Oklahoma

BWA regional meet views 
spiritual, physical hunger

DEL CITY, Okla. (BP) - Bailey Smith, 
president of both the Southern Baptist Con
vention and the Baptist General Convention of 
Oklahoma, declined a second term as head of 
the Oklahoma Baptist group at its annual 
meeting.

Smith, pastor of the host church, First 
Southern Baptist Church, was the center of at
tention as 1,332 messengers gathered for the

Illinois Baptists 
elect layman, black

COUNTRY CLUB HILLS. UI. (BPI — 
Messengers to the Illinois Baptist Stale 
Association elected a layman and a black 
>astor as president and vice-president during 
heir 74th annual meeting Oct. 28-30.

Craig A. Ridings, a Rockford attorney, is 
he first layperson in 54 years to head the con- 
ention, and Don Sharp, pastor of Faith 
'abernacle Baptist Church in Chicago, is the 
irst black ever elected to office by the 
onvention.

In addition to naming officers, messengers 
meeting in this southwest suburb of Chicago 
Iso installed Ernest E. Mosley as executive 

? irector, commended the stale Baptist 
ewspaper, and resolved to let the Bible speak 
)r itself.

j Also, 16 new churches were accepted into 
membership, including a church for the deaf 
id hard-of-hearing, the first Southern Baptist 
’lurch of that type to be established in Illinois.

Messengers adopted a 1981 budget of 
5,063,608, including a Cooperative Program 
)al of $3,606,400, of which 41 percent will be 
lared with Southern Baptist Convention 
tuses, the same percentage as this year.
The most spirited discussion came when a 
otion was made to increase the SBC portion 
/ one percent. That motion failed, but a 
bsequent motion, which asked the IBSA 
>ard of directors to increase the SBC portion 
/at least a half a percent a year for each of 
e next five years, was passed.
Messengers adopted 12 resolutions which 
nged from energy-efficient buildings to 
isidents in the Soviet Union. One commend- 
the Illinois Baptist for “comprehensive and 
lanced reporting’’ of the issues confronting 

denomination.
Another noted that “human theories about 
w the Scriptures were inspired have become 

B^sive of our fellowship and are being used 
■ some groups within our denomination as a 
p t of fellowship and a basis for employment 
I Southern Baptist institutions.’’
J The resolution urged allowing “the Scrip- 

< es to speak to us for themselves rather than 
Blue man’s statement...’’ 

state convention’s 75th annual meeting.
“The news media hovered around all week 

wondering if the convention would support or 
criticize Bailey,” said one convention watcher.

Because of the national news attention, 
Smith told messengers in a business session: 
“Several of you have come to me asking if you 
could make a resolution of support for the 
statement, per se. I would just like to say to 
you that I would believe it would be inap
propriate.” Smith referred to his controversial 
statement that “God does not hear the prayers 
of a Jew.”

In accord with the SBC president’s wishes, 
the resolutions committee presented a resolu
tion “commending the church and staff of 
First Southern and expressing our prayerful 
support for Bailey Smith and his untiring, 
dedicated, and loving efforts for our 
denomination, statewide and nationally.”

Messengers elected Sam Pace, director of 
associational missions for the Comanche- 
Cotton Association in Lawton, Okla., as presi
dent.

Messengers noted a belief in the “inerrant 
and infallible” Scriptures in a resolution which 
encouraged every church to be involved in a 
massive statewide Scripture-distribution plan 
celebrating the 75th anniversary of the conven
tion.

Messengers also approved a report by the 
academic affairs committee of Oklahoma Bap
tist University in response to criticism in the 
1979 convention of faculty, teaching, text
books, doctrinal stands, and “moral condi
tions” on the campus of the Shawnee institu
tion.

The committee brought 12 conclusions and 
10 recommendations, which have been ap
proved by OBU trustees, and cited lack of 
communication between OBU faculty 
members and the churches as the primary pro
blem.

On misconduct, it said: “Although from 
time to time there is conduct on the campus 
that does not correspond with the Christian 
ideals of the university, such incidents are ex
ceptional and the generally outstanding moral 
fiber of our students is the primary reason for 
a moral climate substantially above society as a 
whole.”

The same man who requested the study, 
Jerry Sullaway, pastor of Emmanuel Southern 
Baptist Church in Edmond, made a motion to 
require the university to hire only Baptists as 
faculty members. It was defeated by a 2-to-l 
vote.

Messengers approved a 1981 budget of 
$ll.4-million, with 56 percent going to 
Oklahoma causes and 44 percent to worldwide 
causes through the Southern Baptist Conven
tion.

STONE MOUNTAIN, Ga. — Leaders in 
the North American Baptist Fellowship ex
plored ways the continent’s 25.6-million Bap
tists can cooperate to combat spiritual and 
physical hunger.

During a three-day meeting, Baptist World 
Alliance President Duke K. McCall and BWA 
General Secretary Gerhard Claas challenged 
nine Baptist bodies in the BWA affiliate group 
to work together to organize effective 
continent-wide efforts to meet the diverse 
needs of people.
“What will it take to win North America to 

Jesus Christ?” asked McCall, president of 
Southern Baptist Theological Seminary, 
Louisville, Ky. “We can do much more 
together. Why don’t we get together and quit 
playing? Let’s shape the fellowship to meet the 
spiritual and physical hungers of the world.”

Carolyn Weatherford, executive director of 
the Southern Baptist Woman’s Missionary 
Union, Birmingham, Ala., was re-elected as 
chairman; Ernesto Uriegas, pastor of Iglesia 
Bautista Getsemani, Mexico City, vice- 
chairman; and Fred B. Rhodes, a retired 
Southern Baptist from Washington, D.C., 
treasurer.

Three speakers — W. David Sapp of the 
Southern Baptist Christian Life Commission, 
Nashville, BWA Associate Secretary Denton 
Lotz, and McCall — told of the oppressing 
world hunger with which Christians must deal.

“The world has more hungry people in 1980 
than it had in 1975, and we’ve been working at 
it for more than five years,” Sapp said.
“We’re playing God by trying io end hunger 

on our own,” Sapp continued. “We can only 
deal with our frustration by partaking of 
Christ’s hope. We must cast our failure and 
frustration before Him and realize we are not 
gods.”

Pointing to an “artificial division between 

evangelism and hunger,” Sapp said: “The 
church has been struggling since New Testa
ment limes with those who want to do 
evangelism and ignore the hungry and vice ver
sa. We have both unethical evangelists and 
unevangelistic ethicists.”
“That’s a fragmented perception,” he con

tinued. “We must see persons as Jesus did — 
as whole persons with common, though 
varied, needs and a common dependence on 
God. Evangelism and ministry to hunger are 
two obedient responses to God.”

McCall urged Baptists of all varieties not to 
take comfort in what they have already done to 
combat world hunger, no matter how much.

Knox Co. adds church, 
honors missions head

Baptists in Knox County Association 
honored their director of missions and voted to 
accept a new church into the association’s 
membership during a recent annual meeting.

Director of Missions Clarence Jett was 
honored by Baptists throughout the Knoxville 
area. The messengers voted to adopt a resolu
tion recognizing his eight years of service in the 
top associational position.

The annual minutes were dedicated in his 
honor, also.

Lake Country Baptist Church was accepted 
into membership of the association.

New officers elected to serve for the coming 
year include: moderator Aubrey Hay, pastor 
of Oakwood Baptist Church; and vice
moderator Herschel Chevallier, pastor of 
Cumberland Baptist Church. Hay, who was 
last year’s vice-moderator, succeeds Taylor 
Smith as moderator. Smith is pastor of West 
Haven Baptist Church.

Returning to their posts are: treasurer 
Richard Perkey, a member of First Baptist 
Church in Powell; and clerk James Stroud, 
pastor of Third Creek Baptist Church.

The 1981 annual sessions are scheduled to be 
held Oct. 19-20 at Union Baptist Church and 
Broadway Baptist Church, Jett said.

“I’m not proud of what Southern Baptists 
have done,” he said. “It’s a pittance compared 
to what we could do and what the world re
quires.”

Lotz, noting a recent gift of $30,000 from 
the BWA to the starving people of Somalia, on 
the Horn of Africa, said Baptist aid may seem 
“like a little bird,” compared to “government 
elephants” in the area of relief. “We Baptists 
can be the dove of peace to give a prophetic 
view to government elephants in how to give 
relief. We all need each other.”

Georgia enjoys 
quiet meeting

TUCKER, Ga. — Georgia Baptists em
braced a new executive, approved record 
budgets and institutional expansion, and 
passedT brief resolutions —- all with an absolute 
minimum of controversy — at their annual 
convention.

Pre-convention rumors about a 
conservative-moderate confrontation proved 
false, and 3,104 messengers had a harmonious 
meeting, according to Jack Harwell, editor of 
the Christian Index, Georgia Baptists’ 
newspaper.

Searcy S. Garrison, executive secretary- 
treasurer, was repeatedly praised and honored 
as he approaches a Dec. 31 retirement after 26 
years as the convention’s administrative 
leader. The messengers warmly received James 
N. Griffith of Athens as Garrison’s successor.

W. Ches Smith III, pastor of First Baptist 
Church, Tifton, Ga., and former chairman of 
the Southern Baptist Convention Executive 
Committee, succeeded Griffith as state con
vention president.

Georgia Baptists approved a record 
Cooperative Program budget for 1981 of 
$17.5-million. About 10 percent will be 
deducted for shared promotional- 
administrative expenses and the remainder will 
be divided equally between Georgia and 
Southern Baptist causes.

Also approved with no dissent was almost 
$15-million in new projects for Georgia Baptist 
institutions, including expansion for the 
Georgia Baptist Medical Center and a new 
apartment unit for the elderly for Georgia Bap
tist Homes in Atlanta. Georgia Baptists 
already operate two large homes for the elderly 
in Atlanta and another in Waycross.

The only friction was a brief but spirited 
debate on scientific creationism in public 
schools. Messengers endorsed equal time for 
teaching scientific creationism in schools where 
evolution is taught, the same stand they took 
in 1979. They also voted io commend a 
Georgia legislator who is pushing the crea
tionism bill in the state legislature. One 
messenger opposed the creationism commen
dation, citing church-state violations and other 
objections.

An effort to adopt a narrow stand on 
Biblical inerrancy failed when messengers 
agreed with their resolutions committee that 
the 1963 Baptist Faith and Message statement 
“is an adequate statement of our position, and 
no additional expression is needed."

A group of ministers meeting at a separate 
site during the convention issued a formal call 
for Baptist ministers and laymen in Georgia to 
make every possible effort to attend the Los 
Angeles meeting.

J. Truett Gannon, pastor of Smoke Rise 
Baptist Church in Stone Mountain, who was 
elected group spokesman, said, “We have no 
group. We have no organization. We are just 
Georgia Baptists, encouraging our fellow 
Georgia Baptists to go to Los Angeles.
“Anyone and everyone may work with us. 

We are particularly interested in those who are 
firmly committed to the cause of missions 
through the Cooperative Program, and those 
who cherish our precious Baptist heritage, in
dividually and institutionally.”
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ACROSS

1 Oolong
4 “and said with —" 

(Mark 9)
9 "his - full” (2 Ki. 4:39)

12 Michael (Jude 9)
14 State of: suffix
15 Stick, of a kind
16 "No man hath seen God 

at--- ” (John 1)
18 In the pillar of cloud 

(Num. 12:5)
19 Division: Gr.
20 Avail
21 Bird of prey
22 Respite
24 Burmese premier
26 "Put the holy —"

(2 Chron. 35; pl.)

Bible Puzzle
Answers on page 10

27 European capital
29 Barnabas’ nephew 

(Col. 4:10)
32 Where Paul preached 

(Acts 17:13; poss.)
33 Strange
34 Sit
35 The bullfinch: Eng.
36 Mount

(Josh 8:30: poss.)
38 London district
41 Egyptian god
43 Canadian province: 

abbr.
44 Father
45 "withheld thee from - 

(Gen. 20:6)
47 Talk continously:

2 words

CRYPTOVERSE

G1AE UP OZVS YFBEHAT GBH1BE

UA B QAUAUNAQAT HIA SZQT

Today’s Cryptoverse clue: T equals D

CHURCH FURNITURE FOR SALE 
20 Pews IT by 9" — One Pulpit 

All finished in Natural Pine 
Mt. Zion Church 
Route 1 
Falkner, Miss. 38629 

Phone: (601) 837-7013

To change or correct 
your address

Attach in this space your address 
label found on the front page of your 
latest copy of the BAPTIST AND 
REFLECTOR. Please give your new 
address below—including your zip 
code. When changing address, please 
give two weeks notice. Please write, 
do not call address changes to insure 
accuracy.

All correspondence relating 
to your subscription
should be accompanied by our address 
label. If you are receiving duplicate 
copies, please send both labels.

Address all requests to:

BAPTIST AND REFLECTOR
Post Office Box 347

Brentwood, Tennessee 37027

Nome_____________________
Please Print

Address ____________________

City _______________________

State Zip Code

48 Chemical suffix
49 "let him------- "(1 Pet. 3)
51 Apocraphal book: abbr.
52 Ancestor of Jesus 

(Matt. 1:3)
53 Hogshead: abbr.

DOWN

1 Household need
2 "from the — of his way" 

(Jas. 5)
3 Fruit of 19 down
4 Head wear
5 Prefix for counter or 

courage
6 Prophet (Acts 21:10)
7 Pierre’s friend: poss.
8 Artful
9 "they had no —’’ 

(Mark 6)
10 Land (Isa. 37:38)
11 Famous engraver
13 Coal scuttle
17 You in Italy
19 Trees
22 "thou shall — thy 

vineyard" (Lev. 25)
23 Fencing swords
25 Monogram for a ship
26 A unit
28 Biblical verb
29 Sheep cry
30 Shall be forgiven 

(Mark 3:28; 2 words)
31 Matured
32 Region
34 “lying in a —” (Luke 2)
37 “And the — of Joseph" 

(Josh. 24:32)
38 River (Josh. 16:8)
39 Age
40 Dwindled
42 Weight: abbr.
44 Exclamation
45 “For I long to — you" 

(Rom. 1)
46 Honshu bay
47 Speed abbr.
50 Boxing term

Pinkston re-elected 
in Jefferson County

Jefferson County Baptists re-elected a Piney 
pastor to lead the work as moderator in that 
association for the coming year. Elected at the 
recent annual associational meeting was Sam
my Pinkston, pastor of Pleasant Grove Baptist 
Church in Piney.

Elected for the first time to serve as vice
moderator was Marshall Hargrave, minister of 
senior adults at First Baptist Church in Jeffer
son City. Re-elected as treasurer was Janet 
Witt, a member of Friendsview Baptist 
Church. Bobby Coates, pastor of Piedmont 
Baptist Church, will serve as associational 
clerk this year.

Dumplin Baptist Church in Dandridge and 
Pleasant Grove Baptist Church in New Market 
have invited the association to hold the 1981 
annual meeting in their facilities, Oct. 22-23.

Calvary Baptist Church
, Jackson, TN

Homecoming/Anniversary
December 7,1980

Commemorating 50 years in present 
location under the name "Calvary.”

Sunday School 9;30a.m.
Morning Worship 10:45 a.m.
Gayle Alexander, preaching 

Basket Lunch at Noon
Afternoon Service 2:00 p.m. 

John Gilbert, preaching
Paul B. Clark, pastor

pulpit yeln
By Jim Griffith

On this Thanksgiving Day, I am:
Thankful that, when all is said and done, the most important “election day” was when 

God elected to save all those who would trust in His Son, Jesus Christ.
Thankful that our gains outnumber our losses, and that our troubles are never as plen

tiful as our joys.
Thankful for the gift of life now and forevermore.
Thankful that in the midst of life’s problems, we can count on God and not on self.
Thankful for all the great souls who seek to serve rather than to be served.
Thankful that problems can be seen as challenges and obstacles as opportunities.
Thankful for the dedication of those within our churches who do not look back with 

regret — but look forward with hope that the best is yet to be.

Advice to Christians
"But ye, beloved, building up yourselves in 

your most holy faith, praying in the Holy 
Ghost (Spirit), keep yourselves in the love of 
God, looking for the mercy of our Lord Jesus 
Christ unto eternal life” (Jude 20-21).

Instead of being snared by false teachers, 
Jude urges his readers to be zealous in personal 
growth in Christ. They are to build up 
themselves in the true faith (vv. 3, 20a). The 
figure is that of building a house. They have a 
firm foundation upon which to build a strong 
Christian life. All the while they are to pray 
“in (en, in the sphere of) the Holy Spirit “as if 
immersed in Him.

They should keep (guard) themselves from 
heresy as they live in the sphere of God’s love, 
always looking or waiting for the mercy of the 
Lord Jesus Christ which expects, not judg
ment, but eternal life.

In the meantime they are to seek to win the 
heretics to Christ and to reclaim those misled 
by them (vv. 22-23). They are to have mercy on 
the doubters as they seek to lead them to 
assurance in the Christian faith. Those already 
captured by the heretics, they are to snatch out 
of the Hre of God’s judgment by leading them 

again into the Shepherd’s fold. This is to be 
done in reverential awe, being careful that they 
themselves do not become contaminated by 
heretical teachings.

We are responsible for our Christian 
brethren (Heb. 12:12-16). The strong should 
help the weak, doing nothing that would cause 
the weak to stumble (1 Cor. 8). In Christ we 
are not islands living in isolation. Instead we 
are bound together in God’s love, in our faith

W. B. Sherwood dies, 
2nd oldest missionary

DILLON, S.C. -xr- Southern Baptists' sec
ond oldest emeritus missionary, W. B. Sher
wood, died Nov. 4 in a Dillon, S.C., hospital 
after a short illness. He was 97.

Funeral services were to be held Nov. 6 at 
Little Rock (S.C.) Baptist Church, with inter
ment in the Little Rock Methodist Church 
cemetery.

Mrs. Lelah Morgan of Columbia, S.C., who 
worked in China for 27 years, is Southern Bap
tists’ oldest emeritus missionary. She became 
102 on Nov. 18.

Appointed in 1918, Sherwood studied 
language in Recife, Brazil, before marrying the 
former Eunice Allen of Latta, S.C. After her 
appointment in 1921, they went to Campo 
Grande, Mato Grosso, Brazil, where he was in
volved in evangelism until their retirement in 
1952.

He is survived by his wife, who now makes 
her home in Little Rock, and 10 children.

Van for Sale
1973 Model Dodge Maxi-Van, 
15-Passenger. Good Condition

Call
Clarence Kirk

Route 2, Ethridge, TN 38456 
Phone: 615/762-2729

By Herschel H. Hobbs
in Christ, and in the fellowship of the Holy 
Spirit.

Commenting on snatching them from the 
fire, Robertson says, “Firemen today literally 
do this rescue work. Do Christians?” This is a 
probing question to which all of us must give 
an answer.

Devotional

Thanksgiving
By Melvin G. Faulkner

Gratitude has been called the “Queen of the 
Christian graces.” Surely, there is not a more 
beautiful flower that grows in the human 
heart. And that flower should be in full bloom 
as we celebrate Thanksgiving. For Thanksgiv
ing is more than a day of feasting and football. 
It is America’s opportunity to honor God for 
the multitude of bless
ings He showers upon 
us every day.

David said in Psalm 
103 “Bless the Lord, O 
my soul, and forget not 
all His benefits: who 
forgives all your ini
quities, who heals all 
your diseases, who 
redeems your life from 
destruction, who 
crowns you with steadfast love and mercy, who 
satisfies you with good things so that your 
youth is renewed like the eagle’s.” What an 
ascription of praise!

David is reported to have written this psalm 
in his old age, the result of mature observation 
and rich experience. His mind, in a reminiscent 
mood, travels back through those hectic and 
eventful years from the time he left the hills of 
Bethlehem and his father’s sheep until near the 
end of his reign as King of Israel. What vivid 
pictures flash across the screen of his memory! 
How clear he saw the hand of God in all of it! 
How could he help but praise God for it! He 
said — “Bless the Lord, O my soul; and all 
that is within me, bless His holy name!”

Thanksgiving must be a daily matter! We 
cannot change our attitudes instantly as the 
chameleon changes the color of his skin. We 
are creatures of habit. We cannot put op the 
garments of praise and thanksgiving once a 
week, or once a year, and wear them with any 
degree of grace and comfort. If it is not our 
custom to give thanks to God daily, there will 
be little thanksgiving in our hearts on 
Thanksgiving Day.

Thanksgiving is best expressed in thanks- 
living! Nothing we may do for God will make 
up for our lack of obedience to Him! As 
Samuel said to Saul — “Behold, to obey is bet
ter than sacrifice.” Moreover, nothing does 
more to gladden the heart of our Father above 
than to see His children walking each day in 
obedience to Him! God help us to express our 
gratitude to Him on this Thanksgiving Day 
and every day by living in the center of His 
will!

Faulkner, retired pastor of First Baptist 
Church, Erwin, now lives in Seymour. He is a 
member of the Executive Board of the Ten
nessee Baptist Convention.
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Our People and Our Churches . . .
PEOPLE...

Interim pastor Gaye McGiothlen spoke dur- 
| ing ordination services at First Baptist Church 

in Franklin recently. Ordained as deacons were 
Ken Byars and Richard Vaughn.

West Jackson Baptist Church in Jackson 
named Ernest Collier and Joe Bobbitt as life 
deacons during a recent special service. John 
Lee Taylor is pastor.

In Knoxville, Wallace Memorial Baptist 
Church ordained Elder Mellon and Jim O'Dell 
as deacons recently. Jim McCluskey is pastor 
of the Wallace Memorial congregation.

Van Martin and Mike Otis were ordained as 
deacons at Calvary Baptist Church in Knox
ville. Bob Burch is pastor.

Westview Baptist Church, Kingston Springs, 
ordained three men as deacons. They are Steve 
Lee, Eual Robbins, and Robert Maples. Butch 
Lee, pastor of Emanul Baptist Church, Com
merce, Ga., brought the sermon and the 
charges. Mike Kendrick is pastor.

Baptists speak 
on liquor, SBC

Baptists in Madison-Chester Association 
met in annual session recently and adopted two 
resolutions regarding liquor by the drink and 
and Southern Baptist institutions and agencies. 
The messengers also elected officers and ac
cepted a new church into their association.

Adopted unanimously was a resolution 
which opposes the forthcoming “Liquor by 
the Drink’’ referendum and repeal of the 

! “Blue Law,’’ which requires Sunday closings 
of all retail liquor outlets.

In another resolution, the Baptists voted to 
“affirm our appreciation of the trustees of our 
Southern Baptist institutions and 
agencies;’’...and “oppose...attacks on their 
integrity...”

Stoddert Street Baptist Church in Jackson 
was accepted into the membership of the 
association. It is led by Pastor Robert B. Evans 
Jr.

John Lee Taylor, pastor of West Jackson 
Baptist Church in Jackson, was elected 
moderator for the association. He succeeds 

• Calvin Moore, pastor of East Union Baptist 
Church, Jackson, in the post. The 
association’s new vice-moderator is W.L.

1 Stroud, pastor of Southside Baptist Church in 
. Jackson.

Other Jackson residents, re-elected to their 
’ posts, were: treasurer Mike Rowland, a 

member of Calvary Baptist Church; and John 
R. Myers, a member of Parkview Baptist 
Church.

East Union and West Jackson churches are 
scheduled to host the 1981 sessions of the 
associational meetings on Oct. 26-27, accord
ing to Director of Missions Tom Lewis.

Kenneth Kimbrough was ordained as a 
deacon at Long Hollow Baptist Church in 
Goodlettsville. He serves as treasurer for that 
church.

Joe Riggins and Joel Troxler were ordained 
as deacons at Dalewood Baptist Church in 
Nashville. Gary Taylor is pastor.

First Baptist Church in Pulaski ordained 
Jimmy White as a deacon recently. Clarence K. 
Stewart is pastor.

H.G. Marlow Jr., John McCall III, Tom 
Patterson, H.J. Weathersby, and Paul Ellis 
were scheduled to be ordained as deacons at 
First Baptist Church in Memphis. Pastor Earl 
Davis delivered the ordination message. Chair
man of deacons Jack Stanford also assisted in 
the service.

Two couples at Skyview Baptist Church, 
Memphis, celebrated their 62nd anniversaries 
recently. They are Mr. and Mrs. Claude Terrell 
and Mr. and Mrs. S. A. Smith. Sonny Simpson 
is pastor at Sky view.

Dow Murphy and Milton Smith were or
dained as deacons at Forest Hills Baptist 
Church in Nashville recently. Pastor Lloyd 
Lawrence delivered the ordination sermon.

Members of First Baptist Church in Sevier
ville participated in the ordination service for 
Larry Costner recently. Costner, who was 
called as pastor of Calvary Baptist Nashville, 
was ordained to the gospel ministry by the 
church. Grant Jones is pastor.

REVIVALS...
Charles W. Rosson of Gravette, Ark. was 

the evangelist for an evangelistic Bible Con
ference at Northside Baptist Church in Milan. 
The conference resulted in three additions by 
baptism, two by letter, and one surrender to 
the ministry. Levi Parish Jr. is pastor.

Calvary.Baptist Church in Elizabethton held 
revival services recently with former pastor

Pastor to lead work 
in New Salem Assn.

Messengers to the annual meeting of New 
Salem Association elev^cd Jack Dewees to 
serve as moderator for the coming year. 
Dewees, pastor of New Middleton Baptist 
Church, succeeds John Norman, pastor of 
Rome Baptist Church, in the post.

Terry Vantrease, pastor of Hickman Baptist 
Church, will assist as vice-moderator.

Two laymen will serve as treasurer and clerk 
in New Salem. They are Henry H. Smith, a 
member of First Baptist Church in Carthage 
and Leslie Armistead, a member at Hickman.

Brush Creek Baptist Church in Brush Creek 
is slated to host the 1981 annual meeting Oct.
25.

George Westmoreland serving as evangelist. 
Several decisions were made during the serv
ices. Ray Sorrells is pastor.

Calvary Baptist Church in Union City was 
led in revival by Tennessee Evangelist Benny 
Jackson. Garry Allen led the music. The 
revival resulted in 18 professions of faith, two 
additions by letter, and three professions of 
faith not coming for membership. James 
Kinsey is pastor.

Chapman retires 
from Litz Mannor

J. Carroll Chapman, pastor of Litz Manor 
Baptist Church, Kingsport, for the past 12 
years, retired recently from the active ministry. 
He plans to continue residing in that city, 
where he will work part time promoting the 
establishment of new Sunday Schools.

Before assuming the pastorate of the 
Kingsport congregation in 1968, he led Lex
ington Park Baptist Church in Lexington 
Park, Md.; Swansea Baptist Church in 
Swansea, S.C.; First Baptist Church in Bar
bourville, Ky.; and First Baptist Church, 
Sevierville, Tenn.

During the past four years, he has served as 
associational Sunday School director, Sullivan 
Association; an organizer of “BibleVenture 
Campaigns” in the area; and in Action Cam
paigns in several cities. He has conducted 
family enrichment conferences at numerous 
locations, and family life seminars in 
Maryland, Kentucky, Tennessee, South 
Carolina, Virginia, and Indiana.

In Tennessee, he has been a trustee for the 
Tennessee Baptist Children’s Homes, a 
member of the Executive Board of the Ten
nessee Baptist Convention, and a trustee for 
Carson-Newman College, Jefferson City.

Members of the Kingsport church honored 
Mr. and Mrs. Chapman at a reception. The 
couple was presented a love offering by the 
chairman of deacons, Harmon Bond.

Chapman also plans to remain active in 
family enrichment conferences, revivals, and 
interim pastorates.

The Annual

Janies Robison
BIBLE CONFERENCE
Beginning Wednesday night with an
evangelistic rally

There were four professions of faith and 
several other decisions following revival serv
ices at Rover Baptist Church, Eagleville. John 
Langlois, pastor of First Baptist Church, 
Shelbyville, was the evangelist; and Ewing 
Thompson, Edgemont Baptist Church, 
Shelbyville, was the musician. David Wall is 
pastor.

Hilldale Baptist Church in Clarksville was in 
revival recently with Gary Taylor, pastor of 
Dalewood Baptist Church in Nashville, serving 
as .evangelist. Tom Tapscott, minister of music 
at the Clarksville church, was in charge of the 
music. Verlon Moore is pastor.

Harold Carter, Baltimore, Maryland, led 
revival services for First Baptist Church of 
Concord near Knoxville. Pastor Joe R. Stacker 
reported 20 for baptism, nine additions by let
ter and statement, and 15 other professions of 
faith.

Final rites held 
for R.W. Prevost

R.W. Prevost, 89, a Baptist minister in Ten
nessee, North Carolina, and Georgia for over 
50 years, died in Jefferson City last month.

His last full-time pastorate, before his retire
ment in 1958, was at Ooltewah Baptist Church 
in Ooltewah. During his retirement, he served 
21 churches as interim pastor, including North 
Athens Baptist Church in Athens, Tenn., 
where he led the work for 19 months. Earlier in 
his career, he was associate pastor of the First 
Baptist Church in Knoxville

He was a member of the First committee 
which began the campaign to establish East 
Tennessee Baptist Hospital in Knoxville, Also, 
he was a member of the State Mission Board 
for the North Carolina Baptist Convention.

Prevost is survived by his wife, Minnie Delk 
Prevost, Jefferson City; two sons, Gibbs 
Prevost, Knoxville, and R.W. Prevost Jr., Arl
ington Tex.; two daughters, Mrs. Nancy Ness, 
Clover, S.C., and Mrs. Martha Pethel, Jeffer
son City; 16 grandchildren, and two great
grandchildren.

EVANGELISM EXPLOSION III 
CERTIFIED LEADERSHIP CLINIC

March 13-18, 1981
Wallace Memorial Baptist Church, Knoxville, Tennessee

Registration now being received on a first-come, first-served 
basis by:

Evangelism Explosion III International
P. O. Box 23820, Fort Lauderdale, Florida 33307

This clinic is designed for pastors and lay leadership. Write the 
above address for detailed information.

Reaching Out...

JANUARY 28-31 
Tarrant County Convention Center, 

Fort Worth, Texas

Speakers include-.
Raymond Barber, Clayton

Bell, James Draper, Tom Eliffi Freddie Gage, 
HD. Hale, Dudley Hall, EV. Hill, Curtis Hutson, 
Peter Lord, Chuck Milhuff Paige Patterson, Betty 
Robison, Adrian Rogers, Joyce Rogers, Phyllis 
Schlafly, Bailey Smith, Bill Stafford, Rick Stanley, 
Jay Strack, Oscar Thompson and John Wilkerson. 
MUSIC: John McKay, Jeanne Rogers, John Hall, 
Vemard Johnson, Dan Sampson, Jay McKay & 
Spirit of Love, Jim Fullingim and Rhonda Robison

Free lodging for Pastors, Evangelists & Missionaries!
For more information, call or write:

1981 Bible Conference/Janies Robison Association 
P.O. Box 18489 Fort Worth, Texas 76118 

(817)268-1951
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-----------------------------------------BIBLE BOOK SERIES---------------------------- —-----
Lesson for Nov. 30

Gideon and the Midianites
By David L. Moore, pastor 

Lincoya Hills Baptist Church, Nashville

UNIFORM SERIES
Lesson for Nov. 30

The new Jerusalem
By James C. Jones, assistant professor of religion 

Union University, Jackson

Basic Passage: Judges 6:1 to 9:57
Focal Passages: Judges 6:36-40; 7:7-8, 19-21
In this familiar passage of Judges, Gideon is 

noted because of his fleece before God. Gi
deon, however, as a true follower of God, 
should be noted for more than his fleece.

Israel is now settled in her new land. Having 
defeated all oppression from within, she now 
busies herself to estab- ,
lishing roots. As usual, 
Israel wanders from 
God. Because of 
Israel’s apostasy and 
defection, God allows 
nomads to invade from 
without and lay waste
to the land. - Hl

Invading around
harvest time, these BBsSl!ftO 
nomads live off the Moore 
spoils of the land then return to their original 
area of living.

Israel cries to God for a deliverer. As usual, 
God hears the cry of His people. A prophet ap
pears and God speaks through him. Gideon 
receives his call while in the field gathering his 
harvest of wheat. An angel of the Lord comes 
and sits under the sacred oak of Gideon’s 
father. Angel means “messenger,” and being 
typical of the Old Testament, the angel 
assumes human form. This angel signifies the 
manifestation of God Himself, a theophany. 
For Gideon, the angel represents God Himself 
in visible form.

Gideon shows he is human. The Lord calls 
him a valiant warrior, but Gideon questions 
the angel. Gideon has some doubts about a 
God that would let a people suffer so severely. 
He recounts all the events which led Israel out 
of Egypt. The angel reassures Gideon, and of
fers a challenge, “In your strength, which is 
the Lord’s strength, go and deliver Israel.”

The second call is given and Gideon asks for 
a sign of confirmation. Gideon prepares an of
fering to the Lord. It is consumed by fire 
which confirms the call. When the angel disap
pears, Gideon is convinced he has encountered 
God’s message. His reaction is typical. The 
consciousness of moral guilt, the sense of un
worthiness, the feeling of inadequacy are all 
emotions of those who stand before the 
presence of God.

Gideon’s first call to duty is to replace the 
false gods. This is accomplished by tearing 
down the altar to Baal and the Asherah pole. 
The men of the city awaken to find their gods 
destroyed. Their reaction is one of furious 
rage. They demand Gideon’s death. Coming to 
his son’s rescue, Joash reminds the men this is 
a war between Baal and the God of Israel.

Does Baal have any power, or is he just a vain 
statue? Gideon is given a new name, Jerub- 
baal, “Let Baal contend against him.” Gi
deon’s survival is a direct indictment against 
Baal.

We begin to see Israel’s God at work. The 
Midianites make their usual trek into Israel’s 
land at harvest time. Gideon is now so turned 
on to God’s spirit, he becomes concerned 
about these foreigners. Through God’s spirit, 
Gideon becomes an extension of God’s per
sonality.

Led by the Spirit, Gideon summons the 
troops. The leader, however, still has some 
doubts. Gideon needs a reinforced faith to deal 
with the Midianite onslaught. Even though the 
fleece is a visible, material sign, God honors it.

Being satisfied God was on his side, Gideon 
moves his troops for battle (Chapter 7). God 
makes the arrangements for His victory, telling 
Gideon how to choose his warriors. If all 
32,000 Israelites fight and defeat the Mi
dianites, they could say it was their superior 
power. By only taking 300 of the choicest men, 
it is truly an account of God being on their 
side.

A spying expedition is sent to the Midianite 
camp. God knows Gideon needs some 
assurance, so Purah, his servant goes with him. 
Once inside the enemy’s camp, the spies 
overhear a dream. The dream is somewhat 
obscure. Two figures are used to symbolize the 
event. The tent apparently means the Mi
dianite host, and the cake of barley bread no 
doubt means the agricultural and peasant 
livelihood fo the Israelites. The interpretation 
given enables Gideon to once again be con
vinced God is with him. Undergirded by this 
new sign of God’s favor, he immediately wor
ships God. He now faces his enemies with con
fidence of victory.

From 7:16 to 8:3 is the defeat of the Mi
dianites. This man of peasant birth becomes a 
military genius under God’s leadership. He 
divides his men into three groups, giving each 
man a trumpet and a torch. The strategy is sur
prise. Encircling the enemy’s camp on three 
sides, they light their torches, blow the 
trumpets and the enemy thinks a host of 
soldiers has captured them.

Another military genius is recorded in the 
battle. There are three watches of four hours 
each in a Hebrew night. Gideon chooses the 
middle watch which makes it the darkest. 
When Israel attacks, the Midianites are so con
fused, they turn and kill each other and flee in 
confusion.

Gideon represents a remarkable story. This 
man of God started in an obscure fashion. 
Under God’s leadership, he led Israel to defeat 
their enemy. When Israel repented, God 
responded. God used Gideon to show Israel 
the way. God still uses people for His work.

PEW CUSHIOMS

With
Loving Care

Call or write for specifications 
and price list.

NASHVILLE UPHOLSTERING CO.
2301 12th Ave. So., Nashville, Tn. 37204 

Phone 615-269-9628

also-pews upholstered or reupholstered

Basic Passages: Revelation 11:15-19; 21
Focal Passages: Revelation 11:15-19, 21:10-14

John on Patmos set forth his visions of the 
victory of God to encourage God’s people in 
the midst of their despair. The Church was ex
periencing a period of persecution from the 
Roman empire which had provoked a crisis of 
faith. Questions were being raised. How could 
God possibly keep His promises of the fulfill
ment of His covenant and the establishment of 
His Kingdom?

The universal rule of God (11:15-19)
The sounding of the seventh trumpet sig

naled the arrival of the 
rule of God over the .
entire world. The jH
assurance was given ■
that the goal of God 
had been reached in the gSE J * 
eternal and universal 
reign of the anointed 
one, Jesus Christ. All 
the kingdoms of this 
world which had L Biihu
engaged in the compel- Jones 
itive struggle for supremacy had been over
come through the exercised power of Christ.

The elders of God’s people acknowledged 
the victory of Christ by bowing in worship 
before God. They expressed their gratitude to 
God for the active expression of His presence 
and power. The nations had been allowed tem
porary and limited exercise of their will to 
power, but now they had come under the judg
ment of God. His wrath would fall upon all, 
including the dead. The disciples of Christ, the 
Christian prophets, and all the Christians will 
be recipients of the rewards that accompany 
faithfulness to God. All of those who have 
used their power and influence to corrupt the 
blessings of the earth will be destroyed so that 
God can fulfill His purposes for the earth.

John then reported his vision of the ark of 
the covenant in the heavenly temple. The ark 
of the covenant had been of great significance 
in the history of Israel. It symbolized the 
focused presence and power of God in the holy 
of holies of Solomon’s temple. When 
Jerusalem fell to the Babylonians in 586 B.C., 
the ark disappeared. John now presented the 
vision of the ark of the covenant as an expres
sion of God’s reassurance as the author of the 
covenant that He has not and will not abandon 
it. He has preserved it and will keep it forever. 
The lightning, noises, thunder, earthquake, 
and hail served as a reminder of the initiation 
of the covenant relationship with Israel at Sinai 
which God assured will be brought to fulfill
ment.

The new creation (21:1-4)
In this chapter, John set forth the life of the 

Christians following the final judgment of the 
earth. The good creation of God had been 
spoiled by the sin of mankind. Therefore, a 
restoration of the creation which was possible 
only through God’s redemption became 
necessary. The new creation which replaced 
the old was seen by John as having no evil or

BIBLE PUZZLE ANSWERS

DEO qqbqb HEO 
hhhbhhbbei her 
QQQEiH OHRIEnEia 
hods bos ess

EIBCB F3HRE1EI 
HBranoH bbhhbh 
nnasH hesh 
oho Bonns bob 

BBQ BBQ SHOO 
HUEBISBia OHBSB 
BISEI SHHHDBBHE 
BBB BBEBB BEIB
“When my soul fainted within me 1 remem
bered the Lord” (Jon. 2:7). 

suffering. The new city of Jerusalem, the holy 
city created by God, will have none of the 
faults of the old Jerusalem which stoned the 
prophets and crucified the Christ. She ap
peared as a beautiful bride who was “adorned 
for her husband.” In the holy city, where no 
barriers exist to the full experience fellowship 
with God, all attention is focused upon Him 
who is the basis for all meaningful life ex
perience. God whose presence had been 
represented in the tabernacle and temple was 
not experienced in a direct personal encounter 
by His people. Tears, the threat of death, 
mourning, crying, and pain belonged to the 
old order over which sin had ruled. They have 
passed away forever with the release of the full 
reign of God’s presence and power.

The promise and the warning (21:5-8)
Just as God had spoken the old creation into 

being, He spoke the new creation into being. 
God, the beginning and end of all things, 
asserted that the fulfillment of all He had 
promised had come. All those who had 
thirsted for communion with God will be 
satisfied with the experience of the complete 
sense of His presence. All those who had vic
toriously resisted temptation and conquered 
evil by the power of Christ will enter the in
timacy of the family of God as His sons.

In contrast, all those who have not par
ticipated in the victory provided by reliance 
upon the power of Christ will find their destiny 
in the lake of fire.

The holy city (21:9-27)
The experience of those persecuted Christian 

pilgrims when they reached their destination 
was then described. One of the seven angels 
who had the seven bowls of wrath served as a 
guide to the Bride in a parallelism with the 
guide who had introduced John to the great 
harlot, Rome. An allusion had already been 
made by John to the wedding feast. He had 
just referred to the adorned Bride. The Bride, 
identified as the wife of the Lamb, was de
scribed as the holy city. The vision of the holy 
city coming down from heaven toward earth 
may have indicated a redemption in which 
heaven and earth were reconciled. The martyrs 
found the fulfillment they had awaited in the 
triumph of God over the evil which had ruled 
the earth.

The radiant beauty of the holy city made an 
overwhelming impression on John. Reflecting 
the glory of God, it appeared as a most rare 
jewel having the glow of jasper and crystal.

The city had no temple because it had been 
replaced by the immediate presence of God. 
His presence had become the organizing center 
for all life and activity in the city. No need ex
isted for other lights because of the lighT pro
vided by the shining of the glory of God’s 
presence over the city. The nations and the 
kings of earth were described as being drawn to 
this manifestation of the glory of God. Ap
parently, this description showed the realiza
tion of the hope that the Gentiles would be 
reconciled to God. The powerful of the earth 
who had led in rebellion against God’s will 
were described as submitting to the Lordship 
of Christ. Assurance was given that the 
faithful witnesses to the righteousness of God, 
whose names were written in the book of life, 
would inherit a place of fellowship with God in 
the holy city.

The holy city was further portrayed as hav
ing no barriers to entrance for those who 
wanted to open themselves in trust. The city 
would be characterized by peace and joy. The 
absence of all evil would be a reality because 
no entrance would be possible for that which 
was unclean or for anyone who engaged in any 
kind of impurity or violated the truth by 
leading others into idolatry.
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LIFE AND WORK SERIES
Lesson for Nov. 30

Radical demands of agape
By John N. Vaughan, assistant pastor 
East Park Baptist Church, Memphis

Basic Passage: Luke 6:12-49
Focal Passages: Luke 6:12-13, 27-38

A nationally known encyclopedia, almost 
200 years ago, printed only four lines on the 
word “atom” and five pages on "love.” Two 
centuries later, the same publication devoted 
five pages to the word "atom” while the word 
"love” was totally deleted. Someone has 
defined a Christian as being "a mind through 
which Christ thinks; a heart through which 
Christ loves; a voice through which Christ 
speaks; a hand through which Christ helps.” 
This best describes Jesus’ purpose in his selec
tion of the twelve and the Kingdom principles 
shared after their call.

The choice of His disciples (6:12-13)
The selection of the disciples followed on the 

heels of a sabbath k .
debate which left the
Pharisees and Scribes .
in “rage” and 
“madness” (6:11).
Verse 12 mentions the 
interlude of time spent 
"all night in prayer to \ 
God.” A. T. Robert- 
son indicates that the
Greek word that means ■■ aH 
"continued all night” Vaughan 
occurs only here in the New Testament and 
"Medical writers use it of whole night vigils.”

Another passage listing the call of "the 
twelve” is Mark 3:14. Jesus chose them (1) to 
be with Him, (2) from among His "disciples,” 
and (3) to be His "apostles,” observes William 
Barclay. He selected the twelve from a larger 
group of followers as indicated in verse 13, 
"whom also He named apostles.’’ Technically, 
a "disciple” is a learner while an "apostle” is 
one chosen from their number to operate as 
"sent ones.” While al! apostles are disciples, 
all disciples are not apostles. "Apostle” in its 
Latin root is our word for "missionary.”

In the New Testament, the three most fre
quently used names for this inner circle of men 
who followed Jesus include "the twelve" (32 
occurrences), "apostles" (81 occurrences) and 
"disciple" (268 occurrences). While all other 
gospel writers call them "apostle” only one 
time each, Luke uses the term six times and 
another 30 times in Acts. Additional lists of the 
twelve disciples can be found in Matthew 
10:2-4, Mark 3:16-19, and Acts 1:13.

The choices in His domain (6:27-38)
The Beatitudes, recorded in the section of 

Matthew’s gospel known as “The Sermon on 
the Mount” (Matthew 5-7), are given in 
miniature form by Luke. This section outlines 
Kingdom qualities for God’s people. In the 
verses we are about to consider, the Lord Jesus 
gives 14 commands to His followers. You 
might consider locating these imperative verbs: 
v. 27, love, do; v. 28, bless, pray; v. 29, forbid 
not; v. 30, give, ask not again; v. 35, love, do 
good, lend; v. 36, be ye; v. 37, judge not, con
demn not; and v. 38, love.

Jesus, in verses 26 and 27, contrasts what 
other men say against what He Himself says by 
the word “but.” Notice how He uses “but” as 
a pivotal point for His use of contrasts in 
verses 8, 24, 27, 35, and 49. The next 12 verses 
focus on the priority of the Christian recogniz
ing His own responsibility as a disciple to grow 
in the successful disciplines that lead to effec
tive and skillful living of the Christian life. The 
central issue in pur text is our willingness to 
allow Christ in us to control heart attitudes and 
responses to our “enemies” (v. 27, 35).

" Love your enemies” (v. 27, 35) is easily 
said but is contrary to all that man learns from 
experience since birth. Yet, what Christ com
mands, He also gives the desire, power, and 
authority to accomplish. The secret to "love” 
is wrapped up in the specific Greek word Jesus 
uses in these verses.

The two major words translated as "love” 
in the New Testament are philco and agapao. 
The first verb, phileo, usually means friend
ship love expressed in mutual love. The second 
verb, agapao, is supreme love given by the Ho
ly Spirit to believers and is the type of love God 
requires for Himself from man and from a 
man for his wife. Agape is self-giving and does 
not expect to be loved in return. Phileo is a 
two-way love by its nature, but agapao is 
poured out as an act of the will and is one-way 
in its expectations. According to Scripture, this 
agape quality of love is the only effective 
weapon for winning your enemies. One crown
ing quality of agape is its goal of seeking the 
highest good and interest of all — even an 
enemy.

The enemy that irritates you the most has 
the right to expect at least eight qualities of you 
as "children of the Highest” (v. 35). Each ex
pectation is expressed as a command from 
Jesus. These are not options or electives sug
gested by our Lord. They are Kingdom keys. 
Listed in their order of sequence these re
quirements include: (1) Agape love, verses 27, 
35, (2) acts and behavior that give recognition 
of his persona! worth, verses 27, 35, (3) active 
requests for God’s blessing upon him as a sign 
of his dependence upon God, verse 28, (4) 
prayers for God’s best in his life, verse 28, (5) a 
generous spirit, verses 30, 38, (6) Godlike mer
cy, verse 36, (7) absence of habitual criticism 
and judgmental attitude, verse 37, and (8) 
absence of habitual passing of judgment upon 
him, verse 37.

The Lord identifies, for those who honor 
His commands, at least four benefits resulting 
from such obedience: (1) satisfaction of know
ing you are children of the Highest” without 
blame, verse 35, (2) God’s continuing mercy, 
verse 36, (3) protection from being judged, 
verse 37, (4) protection from being con
demned, verse 37, (5) and generous gifts from 
God and men, verse 38. Special attention 
should be given to a very rare "double 
negative” construction for the words in verse 
37, "shall not be judged” and "shall not be 
condemned.” The force of a "double 
negative” construction in Greek stresses em
phatically, beyond a shadow of a doubt, ab
solutely that you will not be left unprotected 
from judgment and condemnation.

The same construction can be claimed for 
eternal security of salvation in John 10:27 
where we are told by Jesus about His sheep, 
"they shall never perish.” The construction is 
not noted in English but is in every major 
Greek text. God’s master plan is that His 
children acknowledge His provision for their 
very best interests in Him.
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U.S. Supreme Court strikes down 
Kentucky Commandments law

WASHINGTON (BP) — Kentucky’s law re
quiring the posting of the Ten Commandments 
in the state’s public schools was struck down 
here Nov. 17 by the U.S. Supreme Court, 
despite the fact that oral arguments in the case 
were not heard.

The 5-4 decision reversed two Kentucky 
courts which had upheld the controversial 1978 
statute calling for the display of a copy of the 
decalogue in every public school classroom.

The nation’s high court held that the Ken
tucky law violated the First Amendment’s no 
establishment of religion clause because its 
purpose was religious, not secular.

Nine years ago, in a case challenging state 
funding of parochial schools, the court 
established a three-part test for state laws deal
ing with religious questions. The first require
ment was that the law in question have a 
secular rather than religious purpose. Second, 
the "primary effect” of the law must neither 
advance nor inhibit religion. And third, the 
court held, the law must not foster “an ex
cessive government entanglement with 
religion.”

In its earlier decision upholding the law, an 
equally divided Kentucky Supreme Court held 
that by affixing a “secular purpose” 
disclaimer in fine print beneath the posted Ten 
Commandments, the state had met that re
quirement.

But the nation’s highest tribunal disagreed, 
ruling that “the Ten Commandments is 
undeniably a sacred text in the Jewish and 
Christian faiths, and no legislative recitation of 
a supposed secular purpose can blind us to that 
fact.”

A Baptist constitutional expert, John W. 
Baker, legal counsel for the Baptist Joint Com
mittee on Public Affairs in Washington, said 
the apparent rationale for the court’s ex
pedited decision was that arguments presented 
in written briefs as well as the record developed 

CLEAR CREEK 
BAPTIST SCHOOL
CHURCH MUSIC DEPARTMENT

"Through The Years A Golden Purpose:
Training God-called Adults For The Ministry"

Tuition and Fees per year $265.00
Offering

3-year Diploma of Church Music
4-year Bachelor of Music in

Church Music
। For information contact:

I David Hale, Chairman
। Clear Creek Baptist School
I Pineville, Kentucky 40977
[ Phone (606) 337*2380

I Name; . _____________________________________________
I
I 
I Address: _ __________________________________________________

। City: State:Zip:

in the case “sharpened the constitutional issues 
to the extent that the court was able to reverse 
the Kentucky Supreme Court without the for
mality of hearing oral arguments.”

During the annual meeting of the Southern 
Baptist Convention last June, messengers were 
asked by the resolutions committee to approve 
a statement expressing approval of a plan to 
make the Kentucky practice nationwide. The 
proposed resolution was disallowed when 
messengers unanimously disqualified the 
Louisville, Ky., woman who presented the 
resolution. The disqualification action came 
after the convention’s credentials committee 
held that Claudia and Tom Riner were “not in 
friendly cooperation or sympathetic with the 
purposes” of the Southern Baptist Conven
tion.

Mrs. Riner, a member of the Kentucky 
House of Representatives, has led the 
organization which fought for the Kentucky 
law and has urged adoption by other states.
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FMB hunger forum explores concerns of Baptist groups
RICHMOND, Va. (BP) — Concerns about 

lifestyle changes and the need for more plan
ning, educational material, and successful 
models surfaced in a forum of Southern Bap
tist groups dealing with the world hunger 
problem.

Representatives from Southern Baptist 
agencies involved with the problem of hunger 
and from groups which sprang from a 
grassroots concern about world hunger shared 
what their groups are doing during the forum 
sponsored by the Southern Baptist Foreign 
Mission Board.

The intense interest of Americans, and par
ticularly Southern Baptists, in hunger issues, 
made Foreign Mission Board administrators 
feel such a forum would be timely, said 
William R. O’Brien, board executive vice- 
president.

The board called the forum, realizing the 
issue was too big to be the exclusive property 
of any one group, he said. “We met to sen
sitize each other as to how the issue is spoken 
to by various groups, to uncover duplication 
of efforts, to explore how different approaches 
complement each other.”

The groups’ activities in the hunger arena 
varied from education, to creating models to

Church historian urges Baptists 
to examine roots, find identity

By Don Kirkland
COLUMBIA, S.C. (BP) — Southern Bap

tists are suffering from an identity crisis, a 
church historian told the South Carolina Bap
tist Historical Society.

Glenn Hinson, professor of church history 
at Southern Baptist Theological Seminary, 
Louisville, Ky., said it is “absolutely critical” 
for Baptists to learn who they are if they wish 
to hold onto their heritage.

His address, “Baptists and Evangelicals — 
What is the Difference?” delineated the 
historic differences between the two groups.

Hinson said the two groups are committed 
to the Scriptures and possess a feel for 
evangelical conversion. “But make no mistake 
about it, we come from different wombs.”
“Evangelicals,” he continued, “are the 

descendants of the late 16th and early 17th cen
tury Protestant scholastics. They are children 
of English and American millenialists and fun
damentalists of the late 19th and early 20th 
centuries.”
“As such,” he emphasized, “they let 

nothing stand above what they consider the 
objective Word of God found in the Scrip
tures.”

He pointed out that “Baptists, by contrast, 
are the descendants of persecuted and harassed 
dissenters of the 17th century who came forth 
from the womb crying for liberty.”

"They are the children,” he added, “of the 
refugees who fled from the European conti
nent to these shores to found here a society in 
which there would be no restriction of cons
cience and no religious test for public office. 
As such, they have insisted that faith must be 
free and voluntary if it is to be genuine faith, 
that there is no objective word apart from un
coerced human response.”

The Southern Baptist historian said “that 
version of Christianity which places the priori
ty on voluntary and uncoerced faith or 
response to the Word, an act of God,” is a 
distinctive of Baptists.

Unlike evangelicals, Baptists “have not put 
a lot of stock in creedal statements,” Hinson 
noted. Instead, he said, Baptists have “fre
quently repudiated the creeds as human con
trivances and consistently insist on the Scrip
tures alone as their sole rule of faith and prac
tice.”

Hinson said that while evangelicals were 
developing a passion to be Biblical, and aiming 
for precision in theology, Baptists were becom
ing suspicious of orthodoxy, more prone to 
dissent and nonconformity.

taking action. But all expressed a common 
concern in hunger relief efforts closely tied to a 
Christian message and voiced the feeling that 
Southern Baptists must be led to consider 
changing their lifestyles if they are going to 
deal adequately with the hunger issue.

Cecil A. Ray, executive director of the Bap
tist State Convention of North Carolina and 
an author noted for writing on Christian 
lifestyle, echoed earlier words of FMB Presi
dent R. Keith Parks when he said the gospel 
and a cup of cold water must go together. “As 
I look at world hunger, it is always with the 
flaming gospel in our hearts,” said Ray.

“The Southern Baptist Convention hasn’t 
accepted the idea that hunger is wrong,” said 
Sammy Simpson, former missionary and now 
executive director of Agricultural Mission 
Foundation.

While some asked for educational materials 
which would enable individuals to respond bet
ter to world hunger needs, the group also 
called for successful project models and more 
planning to enable Southern Baptists to make 
more appropriate and adequate responses to 
the problem.

John R. Cheyne, the Foreign Mission 
Board’s consultant for relief ministries,

“No two religious movements could have 
differed more from one another at this junc
ture than these — the Baptists and the 
evangelicals,” he said.

Hinson said the real identity crisis is a pro
duct of the 20th century, caused partly by the 
“overt organized effort of some to spread 
evangelicalism.*’ This effort, he said, was 
coordinated by the Bible institutes which 
"allowed the fundamentalists to break away 
from denominational ties without cutting 
themselves off from some base of operation.”

"Southern Baptists should be quite con
scious of the continuation of this same 
pattern,” he said, identifying Criswell Center 
for Biblical Studies, Luther Rice Seminary, 
and Mid-America Seminary as "headquarters 
for the effort to disseminate fundamentalism 
and eventually to take control of the Southern 
Baptist Convention.”

Hinson said inerrancy or infallibility of the 
Bible is not the real issue in today’s controver
sy among Southern Baptists. “The real issue,” 
he said, “is whether pastors of a few jumbo
sized churches can establish themselves as iner
rant and infallible teachers and thus qualify for 
the kind of authority they want to exercise in 
the Southern Baptist Convention.”

Their argument, he said, is this: “You can’t 
argue with our success. If you follow the other 
model or models, you won’t have this kind of 
success.”

The Southern Seminary professor said the 
difference boils down to “an entirely different 
attitude toward human response to the word of 
God.”

"Nothing handled by human beings can 
have such an objective character that we falli
ble human beings can presume to impose it 
upon others,” he said. "To be valid, our 
response must be voluntary. The word itself 
will win us but it will never coerce.”

Hinson concluded his address to the 
historical society by wondering whether "we 
no longer want to be Baptists,” denying liberty 
to the individual and substituting the 
authoritarian church model for the democratic 
one.

Some have decided they do not want to be 
Baptists, Hinson said, and then added: "Do 
not number me among them.”

Kirkland is assistant editor of the Baptist 
Courier, journal of the South Carolina Baptist 
Convention.

reviewed a position paper on relief ministries 
he prepared recently to aid the board in plan
ning, but acknowledged that the Foreign Mis
sion Board’s planning is limited because the 
amount of hunger funds cannot be anticipated 
from year to year.

John E. Mills, the board’s director for West 
Africa, presented plans for a community 
development and evangelism project which is 
to be implemented soon in the Sandwabo area 
of Upper Volta after more than three years of 
planning.

Other forum participants were Paul R. 
Adkins of the Southern Baptist Home-Mission 
Board, which along with the Foreign Mission

'Give thanks in all things' 
Texas church demonstrates

By Jerilynn Armstrong

DAINGERFIELD, Tex. (BP) — Physical 
and emotional wounds are healing slowly and 
voices still crack with reminiscing, but the con
gregation of First Baptist Church of Dainger
field is turning tragedy into thanksgiving and 
triumph.

Five months ago — on June 22 — Alvin Lee 
King III stormed into a Sunday morning wor
ship service and sprayed the congregation with 
bullets, killing five people and wounding 10 
others.

The scars and horror of that morning linger, 
but Pastor Norman Crisp says: “As we ap
proach the holidays, I know it will be a dif
ficult time for many in our congregation, but I 
believe I can speak for my people by saying 
that we as a church have many things to be 
thankful for.

— “We give thanks that all five who lost 
their lives had publicly professed Christ as 
Saviour.

— “We are thankful for the heroic acts of 
Chris Hall and the two men who lost their lives 
— Kenneth Truitt and James ‘Red’ McDaniel.

— “We are thankful that all our wounded 
have been healed.

— "And we are thankful that this incident 
did not destroy our church but that God’s 
presence is more apparent in our services than 
ever before and there is a joy and excitement 
among our people.”

Crisp adds, “No one questions why we con
clude our Sunday morning services by joining 
hands and singing, ‘Sweet, Sweet Spirit.’ ”

Much has happened since that Sunday 
morning in June. Kjng recovered from a self- 
inflicted gunshot wound to the head, and 
presently is under psychiatric care in a hospital 
for the criminally insane.

The 10 wounded are at home, and the

Illinois paper plans 
to spotlight churches
SPRINGFIELD, Ill.(BP) — When the Illinois 
Baptist newspaper publishes its 75th anniver
sary issue Nov. 26, it will say nothing about 
itself or the denomination.

Instead, the entire issue will be devoted to 
photographs submitted by Southern Baptist 
churches throughout Illinois.
“In deciding how best to note the paper’s 

anniversary, we decided the best way is to 
focus on the churches in our state,” said 
Robert J. Hastings, editor.

In advance publicity, the weekly, 
44,000-circulation newspaper asked churches 
to set aside a Sunday in September to make a 
variety of photos, showing their members in 
various forms of ministry. From these, the best 
will be selected.

The Illinois Baptist was founded in 1905 by 
the late W. P. Throgmorton, and became the 
official publication of the Illinois Baptist State 
Association in 1910 when the State Association 
affiliated with the Southern Baptist Conven
tion.

Board is charged with distributing Southern 
Baptist hunger funds; Tom Cairns of 
Seminarians United against Hunger; Owen 
Cooper, of Agriculture Mission Foundation; 
Norman Godfrey of the Southern Baptist 
Brotherhood Commission; and Gary Gunder
son of Seeds, a ministry group sponsored by 
Oakhurst Baptist Church of Decatur, Ga.

Also included were David Gunn of SHARE; 
Elmin Howell of Los Hermanos de la 
Frontera; Bob Salley of World Hunger Inc.; 
W. David Sapp of the Southern Baptist Chris
tian Life Commission; and Phil Strickland of 
the Christian Life Commission of the Baptist 
General Convention of Texas.

families of those who were killed say they have 
found God’s strength to be sufficient in all cir
cumstances.

Cheryl Linam and Laverne McDaniel lost 
family members in the tragedy. Both have 
found in God the strength to continue on.

Cheryl Linam’s daughter, Regina, was fatal
ly wounded. “The moment I was told my 
seven-year-old daughter was dead, God spoke 
to my heart and told me not to hurt for Gina. 
He said she was with Him now and no amount 
of grief would bring her back. Instead, He had 
other things in store for me,” Mrs. Linam 
says.

“1 cannot begin to tell you the abundance of 
strength, inner peace, and understanding the 
Lord has given to me since that day. Of course, 
I still miss Gina terribly and cry often, but the 
Lord has allowed me to go forward and share 
my testimony in churches, revivals, and ban
quets.

“Those who know me well can’t believe it. 
Without God’s help, I would have crumbled 
and would probably be in a mental institution 
today. But instead, God has made a new 
Cheryl with a story to tell. I am thankful for a 
God as great as mine,” she said.

Mrs. McDaniel was shot in the back that 
Sunday and her husband was killed as he and 
Truitt wrestled King out of the church.
“I’m thankful to be alive and very proud of 

my husband,” Mrs. McDaniel said. "I’m also 
thankful for the Lord’s strength and my 
wonderful family, pastor, and friends. 
Without the help of others, I wouldn’t be here 
today.

"Of course at times I am very lonely and 
miss Red terribly, but I don’t question his ac
tions. He and Ken Truitt saved so many lives 
by getting Alvin King out of the 
congregation,” she said.

Mrs. McDaniel added that she and Mrs. 
Truitt have received several plaques from the 
congregation, community, and law enforce
ment commending the action of their 
husbands.

"These men lived up to the Scripture in
scribed on one of the plaques, 'Greater love 
hath no man than this, that a man lay down his 
life for his friends’ (John 15:13),” she said.

"Our people are recovering slowly, but I 
don’t know if we will ever by able to say things 
are back to normal,” Crisp says. "This inci
dent will have a lasting effect on the hearts and 
minds of our church for years to come.

"But in the midst of our grief and recovery, 
God has blessed us. Our auditorium that seats 
350 is filled to capacity and we have started a 
preschool and children’s worship service which 
is averaging 100.
“I guess the most exciting thing is that we 

have had 31 professions of faith since June and 
more than 50 have joined the church by letter. 
This is double what our church has averaged in 
recent years.
“Yes, God is blessing us in more ways than 

we can explain and we are thankful,” Crisp 
concluded.


