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Board's study to view 
trustee relationship

At its Dec. 11-12 meeting, the Executive 
Board of the Tennessee Baptist Convention in
itiated a study on the relationship of the board 
and the trustees of TBC institutions; expressed 
its opposition to taxing of churches and other 
religious organizations; and divided the Bold 
Mission Thrust challenge section of the 
1979-80 Cooperative Program receipts.

The board meet at the Baptist Building in 
Brentwood.

In other action the Executive Board 
members divided itself into seven standing 
committees (see page 3); voted to purchase 
property adjacent to the Baptist student center 
in Chattanooga; and voted to respond to a plea 
from the congregation of Paynes Baptist 
Church, Estill Springs, to join with them in with Michigan Baptists.
taking legal steps related to the church’s pro
perty.

The question of relationships between the 
Executive Board and the various Boards of 
Trustees of TBC institutions and agencies was 
raised by Roger Shelton, Nashville, at the 
board’s Thursday morning session. After 
discussion, the president of the board, Osta 
Underwood, referred the matter to the ad
ministrative committee to elaborate on the in
terrelationship.

On recommendation of two of its commit
tees (education and public affairs and Chris
tian life), the Executive Board voted to ask the 
education committee chairman (W. Fred Ken
dall II) and the convention attorney (Robert 
Taylor) to prepare a resolution “expressing its 
opposition to the attempt to exert taxing power 
on churches and religious institutions including 
colleges and other facilities.’’

The issue came to the board because of a 
proposal in Nashville-Davidson County that 
religious organizations pay a “fee” in lieu of 
taxes for services provided by the local govern
ment. If implemented, Belmont College would 
be assessed over S14,000 annually.

Belmont President Herbert Gabhart noted 
that the college does pay taxes already on 
“non-academic” property, such as parking 
and bookstore. He stated that the college does 
not use the Metro garbage service, but pays 
$4,200 for a private service. Also, the college 
has its own security force (Belmont’s cost: 
$59,000 per year), and would use the Metro 
police force only in the case of extreme 
emergency.
“We are providing a service far beyond what 

we receive in tax benefit,” Gabhart told the 
board, noting that 1,700 students are being 
educated in a non-tax-supported institution.

When the books closed (Oct. 31, 1980) on 
the last convention year, Tennessee Baptists 
had given $13,444,277.59 to mission causes 
supported through the Cooperative Program.

According to the budget approved by the 
1979 state convention, $13-million was for the 
basic budget, with all above that amount to go 
into a Bold Mission Thrust challenge section.

The 1979 convention action said that 35 per
cent of that section would be shared with mis
sions and ministries supported through the 
SBC Cooperative Program (the same percent
age as the basic budget). The other 65 percent 
would be divided, with 35 percent going to 
educational institutions and 65 percent for 
creative Bold Mission projects.

Of the $444,277.59, the SBC Cooperative

Program’s 35 percent was $155,497.16. Of the 
65 percent that remained in Tennessee, each of 
the three colleges received $30,321.95 and 
Harrison-'Chilhowee Baptist Academy received 
$10,107.30. k

The portion of the challenge section for 
Bold Mission ministries was divided by the Ex-, 
ecutive Board at last week’s meeting in this 
manner:

— $20,000 to assist in the establishing of a 
mission church near the site of the new Datsun 
plant in Smyrna.

— $10,000 for a mission chapel in the Lake 
Tansi area near Crossville.

— $10,000 for language mission projects.
— $25,000 for participation in partnership

— $3,600 for BSU work in Michigan.
— $2,000 for promotion of Tennessee-Mich

igan relationship.
— $15,000 for support staff for Bold Mis

sion projects.
— $20,000 for additional travel funds for 

staff to carry out Bold Mission Thrust.
— $17,000 for special mission workers.
— $25,000 to assist in mission work at 1982 

World’s Fair in Knoxville.
— $2,200 for Bold Mission promotional ad

vertisement.
— $5,000 for promotion of Upper Volta 

work.
• — The remainder, $32,907.28, will be added 
to the corpus of the Church Building and Loan 
Fund, to be loaned to new churches when 
securing land or constructing a building.

The Executive Board voted to purchase a 
house and lot which is adjacent to the new stu
dent center in Chattanooga. One-third of the 
$20,000 purchase price will be paid by 
Hamilton County Baptist Association. The 
house will be used for about five years as a 
home for foreign missionaries on furlough. 
Later the house will be torn down and the 
property used for parking.

In a housekeeping matter, the Executive 
Board voted to make routine changes in' the 
annuity program of its employees to bring the 
official documents in line with the church 
organization exemptions of ERISA, which 
were passed by Congress earlier this year.

The next scheduled meeting of the Executive 
Board will be May 5, 1981 at 10 a.m. CDT. All 
meetings of the board are open to visitors.

TBCH trustees to begin 
I home for unwed mothers

A maternity home for unwed mothers will 
be started by Tennessee Baptist Children’s 
Homes, according to action by the TBCH 
Board of Trustees. The trustees held their an
nual meeting earlier this month in Chat
tanooga.

The details of the new facility will be worked 
out by a committee of the trustees, which will 
be appointed by the chairman, John Ashby.

According to E. B. Bowen, TBCH executive 
director, the consideration of starting such a 
facility has been discussed by the trustees for a 
number of years. The deciding factor was a 
study done recently for the trustees by the 
social workers at the Memphis children’s

FIRST — Osto Underwood, first woman to serve as president of the TBC E 
Board, presided over her first session of that body last Thursday and F 
Brentwood.

Congress acts to restore 
missionary tax exclusion

Hasten and Larry Chesser
WASHINGTON (BP) — Taking dramatic 

1 Ith-hour action, the U.S. Senate and House 
of Representatives passed and sent to Presi
dent Carter legislation restoring an income tax 
exclusion for missionaries and other overseas 
charitable workers.

The president, who has supported the 
measure, was expected to sign it quickly.

Approval of the provision, supported by a 
bypartisan group of lawmakers, came during 
an unusual Saturday session in both houses of 
Congress Dec. 13. Passage in both Senate and 
House was swift and unanimous. Yet the ease 
with which financial approval came belied an 
intensive struggle in the Senate over whether 
the measure would even come to the floor for 
action.

Senator Robert C. Byrd, of West Virginia, 
after a day of trying, finally succeeded in call
ing up the bill containing the tax exclusion pro
vision under an agreement preventing addi
tional amendments or a roll call vote. That 
crucial parliamentary maneuver saved the bill, 
HR 4968, from becoming a “Christmas tree” 
to which other tax related amendments could 
be proposed and debated on the floor.

Passage of the tax exclusion language came 
only two days before the final deadline for 

home.
The home for unwed mothers will be located 

in the Memphis area, but it will serve the whole 
state, Bowen said. It will not be located on the 
campus of Memphis children’s home, but it 
may be built on other property in the area 
owned by TBCH.

Bowen emphasized that, even though this is 
a new step in ministry, it is not a new ministry 
of the TBC institution. “We have been pro
viding this needed service by placing and pay
ing for unwed mothers in other facilities for 
many years,” he added.

(Continued on page 3)

payment of 1979 taxes by employees of 
overseas charftabte organizations. The Internal 
Revenue Service had twice extended the 
original deadline for payment, anticipating 
that Congress might reinstate the exclusion.

In the case of the Southern Baptist Foreign 
Mission Board, approval means a savings of 

, $1-million annually. The first payment of near
ly $l-million would have been due Dec. 15, 

L with another similar payment due June 15, 
, 1981 if Congress had failed to act.
• In a statement issued Dec. 15, Foreign Mis- 
! sion Board President R. Keith Parks thanked 
. Southern Baptists for their support in urging 
’ Congress to pass the tax exclusion language.

“Our victory demonstrates the value of prayer, 
team work and persevering to the end,” Parks 
said.

Passage of HR 4968 capped more than a 
’ year of efforts by several members of Congress 

as well as charitable organizations to restore 
the $20,000 exemption which had been in place 
prior to passage of the foreign earned income 
act of 1978.

The legislation was originally introduced in 
August 1979 by Senator John Chafee and 
reported favorably out of the Senate finance 

, committee as an amendment to HR 1319 the 
' following December.

Despite wide support for Jhe measure, elec
tion events, including a standing threat from 
Republican senators to attach a tax cut amend
ment to any tax measure reaching the Senate 
floor, prevented finance committee chairman
Russell Long from bringing the bill to 
floor.

The finance committee also included 
overseas tax exemption language in the 

the

the 
tax

reduction act of 1980 (HR 5829). But when it 
became clear after the election that the large 
tax cut bill was going nowhere, the committee 
opted to use HR 4968, a bill dealing with real 
estate investment trust, as the vehicle to restore 
the exemption.

The overseas tax exemption is granted to 
employees of agencies such as the FMB solely 
on the basis of performing “qualified 
charitable services” in “lesser developed coun
tries,” and is unrelated to the constitutional 
principle of church-state separation.
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December FMB appointees 
bring 1980 total to 332

RICHMOND, Va. (BP) — Closing its first 
year under a new administration, the Southern 
Baptist Foreign Mission Board named 36 mis
sionaries in December and made three appoint
ments under its reorganization plan.

The 29 new career missionaries, six mis
sionary associates, and one special project 
nurse brought the year’s total to 332, the same 
number added last year. Both figures are off 
the record 350 named in 1978.

Joe W. Bruce, missionary to Honduras, was 
named associate to the director for Middle 
America and the Caribbean. He will head
quarter in Guatemala City. Norman Bumes, a 
missionary to France, was chosen as candidate 
consultant for the Atlantic states; and Wendy 
Purcell, a former missionary journeyman to 
Zimbabwe, will be coordinator of auxiliary- 
personnel with responsibility for screening 
journeyman candidates and helping with mis
sionary selection.

The board also honored E. L. (Cotton) 
Wright, retiring Dec. 31, after 27 years as 
business manager; affirmed plans to 
strengthen its emphasis on partnership 
evangelism as the World Evangelism Founda
tion announced it will phase out operations in 
1981; reallocated funds to try to meet the 
financial pressures of worldwide inflation, and 
passed a resolution urging Congress to pass, in 
this session, a bill restoring a missionary in
come tax exclusion.

W. H. (Dub) Jackson Jr., president and 

Dub Jackson group votes 
to phase out by Dec. 1981

DALLAS (BP) — World Evangelism Foun- ] 
dation will phase out its organization by Dec. ] 
31, 1981, because of plans by the Southern 1 
Baptist Foreign Mission Board to accelerate j 
“partnership evangelism” around the world. 1 

The foundation’s trustees voted the action 
unanimously at its annual meeting in Dallas, 1 
Dec. 5. Subsequently, the Foreign Mission 1 
Board, at its Dec. 9 meeting, voted to “affirm j 
its plan to provide opportunity for Southern i 
Baptist churches to participate in partnership < 
evangelism,” an approach which matches U.S. I 
churches, pastors and laypersons with their 
counterparts overseas.

The board expressed appreciation to WEF; 
agreed to work cooperatively with it during its 
phase-out period in 1981 in partnership efforts 
in Korea, Indonesia, Singapore, England, and 
Spain; and noted that the board “will gradual
ly assume financial responsibility for partner
ship evangelism campaigns.”

WEF President W.H. (Dub) Jackson Jr., 
who resigned as a Southern Baptist missionary 
in 1969 to form WEF, said the decision was 
made to avoid duplicating the Foreign Mission 
Board.

Jackson, who spent 17 years as a missionary 
to Japan, said the decision to phase out came 
gradually and without previous planning dur
ing a series of conversations with Foreign Mis
sion Board staff members who were exploring 
ways to involve a wider cross section of 
Southern Baptists in world evangelism.

He told Baptist Press he has informed the 
Foreign Mission Board’s personnel selection 
department that he and his wife, Doris, are 
available for reappointment as missionaries 
after commitments to WEF are completed, “if 
that’s the way the Lord leads.”

WEF’s approach to partnership evangelism 
has majored on placing teams of Southern 
Baptist pastors and laymen in evangelistic 
crusades and one-to-one witnessing in chur
ches in 30 countries during the past 12 years. 
Often teams from those countries have con
ducted reciprocal evangelistic efforts in 
Southern Baptist churches.

Charles Bryan, vice-president of the board’s 
office of overseas operations, and his staff

founder of the Texas-based Evangelism Foun
dation, and his wife Doris were on hand to see 
their son-in-law and daughter, Bill and Shirley 
Karr, appointed as missionaries to Japan, 
where the Jacksons served until 1969. Jackson 
indicated he and his wife also are available for 
reappointment as missionaries, “if that’s the 
way the Lord leads.”

West Africa director John E. Mills, who said 
financial pressures of mission work in his area 
are “as serious as any we’ve ever seen in west 
Africa,” received board approval to transfer 
funds to meet critical needs in mission travel 
and housing accounts.
“When we made out our 1980 budget in 

mid-1979,” Mills said, “the price of gasoline 
in Liberia was 90 cents a gallon. Now it’s 
$3.80. In two or three of our west Africa mis
sions we literally ran out of travel funds by 
August of this year and we’ve had to scrounge 
to find enough funds to keep operating.”

Board member Franklin Hall, chairman of a 
subcommittee preparing plans for a new orien
tation center near Richmond, said decisions 
have been made to cut the missionary orienta
tion period from the current 12-week program 
at Callaway Gardens, Ga., to a maximum of 
eight weeks when the center is moved. The new 
center will be “practical and 
non-ostentatious,” he said, and will provide 
living experiences more nearly approximating 
what the missionaries will face overseas.

point to “a basic jgenius" in the WEF ap
proach of linking committed churches in the 
United States directly to chprches overseas to 
generate a church-to-church, pastor-to-pastor, 
layman-to-layman method of evangelism.

Bryan and his associates, A. Clark Scanlon, 
Lewis I. Myers Jr., and Ervin E. Hastey, 
believe intensification of the personal ap
proach will enhance the Southern Baptist Con
vention’s Bold Mission Thrust goals to en
courage more persons to give, go, and pray in 
the cause of world missions.

WEF’s decision to phase out, Jackson said, 
“came unanimously but with pain and soul
sear ching...Our board and staff have grown to 
love WEF and its ministry, but we realized that 
we had to die to self so that the concept of 
partnership missions can live in a greater 
way.”

Jackson and Bryan emphasized that WEF’s 
decision has no strings attached, but Bryan 
said the board hopes to tap the expertise of 
former WEF staffers, board members, and 
other participants in future partnership 
evangelism efforts.

Relief giving tops $5-million
RICHMOND, Va. (BP) — Southern Baptist giving to world hunger and relief through 

the Southern Baptist Foreign Mission Board reached an all-time high of $5,220,182 by the 
end of November.

Giving surpassed the record of $3,086,104 set in 1979 and may exceed $5.5-million by the 
end of the year, said John R. Cheyne, the Foreign Mission Board’s consultant for relief 
ministries.

Through Dec. 1, appropriations amounted to $2,225,548.
“There is no way we could have anticipated the fantastic increase in designated giving on 

the part of Southern Baptists," Cheyne said, adding that the board bases most of the long 
range relief program on the previous year’s receipts. The 1980 program was based on 1979 
receipts of about $3-million.

In 1979, he said, the board appropriated $3,038,948 for use in hunger relief projects 
around the world. “Because of the larger giving, we’ll be able to program more projects 
next year aimed at dealing with underlying causes of world hunger,” said Cheyne.

Funding for several such projects — including $73,150 for agricultural training in Jos, 
Nigeria, and Faridpur, Bangladesh — were included in the $339,000 appropriated during 
November.

Other major relief appropriations in November were earmarked for medicines for Ugan
da; a well-digging project in Senegal; rebuilding an earthquake-damaged church in 
Hungary and relief for earthquake victims in Italy^__

Mr. and Mrs. Robert ThomasMr. and Mrs. C. E. Blevins

Foreign Mission Board 
appoints five Tennesseans

WAYNESBORO, Va. — Five Tennesseans 
were among the 35 persons named missionaries 
by the Southern Baptist Foreign Mission 
Board Dec. 9, at First Baptist Church, 
Waynesboro, Va.

Mr. and Mrs. C. E. Blevins were named mis
sionary associates to work in Zambia, where he 
will be an English-language pastor and she will 
be a church and home worker.

Blevins is art specialist in the Chattanooga 
public schools and pastor of High Point Bap
tist Church, Ooltewah. Born in Robbins, he 
also lived in Jasper while growing up. He has 
degrees from George Peabody College for 
Teachers, Nashville; New Orleans (La.) Baptist 
Theological Seminary; and the University of 
Southern Mississippi, Hattiesburg.

He served as pastor of several churches in

Building continues 
at Bayside church

Construction is underway on a $1.5-million 
facility for the congregation of Bayside Baptist 
Church in Harrison.

A church spokesman said that the church is 
building the facility without borrowing funds, 
and construction will proceed as gifts are 
received.

The congregation began in January 1972 as a 
mission of East Chattanooga Baptist Church. 
It received its charter as a church in June 1973.

In 1974, the church voted to build a two- 
story structure which is now used for an educa
tional building and day care ministry building.

The contractor for the sanctuary is Varnell 
Construction Co., Harrison; and the architect 
is Andy Smith of Earl Smith Partnership, 
Chattanooga. Bob Stitts is pastor.

Louisiana, Mississippi, Alabama, and Ten
nessee, including First Baptist Church, Hix
son; Fairview Baptist Church, Ooltewah; and 
Bartlebaugh Baptist Church, Chattanooga. He 
was also an English teacher at Clarke College, 
Newton, Miss.; chairman of the English 
department at Tennessee Temple College, 
Chattanooga; and dean of McKenzie College, 
Chattanooga.

Mrs. Blevins, the former Laura Johnson of 
Guild, is a graduate of George Peabody Col
lege and attended the University of Tennessee 
at Chattanooga. She has taught school in 
Bridgeport, Hamilton County, and Chat
tanooga. The Blevins have five grown children.

Annette Huckabee 
will be a nurse in Chile. 
A native of Jackson, ® 
she is now clinical I
supervisor at -
Methodist Hospital, | 
New Orleans, La., and I 
a student at New | 
Orleans seminary. A | 
graduate of Union 
University, Jackson, 
she also attended the Huckabee
University of Tennessee at Knoxville, and 
Jackson State Community College. She was a 
nursing assistant and then an emergency room 
staff nurse at a Jackson hospital, a staff nurse 
at an Oklahoma hospital, and a nursing in
structor at a vocational school in Oklahoma 
City.

Mr. and Mrs. Robert L. Thomas will work 
in Yemen, where he will be a nurse and she will 
be a church and home worker. They are 
students at New Orleans seminary and he is a 
nurse at Veteran’s Administration Hospital, 
New Orleans. Until recently, he was a nurse at 
Veterans Administration Hospital in Mem
phis, and she was a health nurse for the 
Mississippi State Board of Health, Senatobia, 
Miss.

Born in Etowah, Thomas also lived in Mem
phis while growing up. A graduate of the 
University of Mississippi Medical Center, 
Jackson, he also attended Mississippi Gulf 
Coast Junior College Jackson Campus, 
Gautier; and Northwest Mississippi Junior 
College, Senatobia.

Mrs. Thomas, the former Beverly Buford, 
was born in Memphis, but grew up in 
Senatobia. A registered nurse, she is a graduate 
of Baptist Memorial Hospital School of Nurs
ing, Memphis. She was a staff nurse at a 
hospital in Ocean Springs, Miss., and an office 
nurse for a Jackson physician.

The Thomases have two daughters.

The five newly-appointed Tennesseans will 
go to Pine Mountain, Ga., in January for a 
12-week orientation before leaving for the 
field.
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Luther Rice board votes to stop Criswell merger
JACKSONVILLE, Fla.(BP)- Merger talks 

between Luther Rice Seminary and Criswell 
Center for Biblical Studies officially were end
ed by Luther Rice regents at a Dec. 4 meeting 
here.

Nine of the 11 regents approved a report of a 
special three-man committee that discussions 
with the Dallas-based school be terminated,

Century II campaign tops 
$1-million, extends time

SEYMOUR — The Harrison Chilhowee 
Baptist Academy Century 11 Campaign has 
passed the $1-million mark, according to 
William Palmer, campaign chairman.

As of Dec. 2, pledges totaling $549,404.55 
had been received from 98 Tennessee Baptist 
churches. Earlier phases of the campaign, 
focusing on faculty, staff, trustees, alumni, 
and the Knoxville business community, raised 
$450,790, bringing the combined total to 
$1,000,194.55.
“I personally appreciate the good response 

of those churches who have given to make this 
achievement possible,” said Palmer, pastor of 
First Baptist Church, Morristown. “I en
courage the other churches to make their com
mitments to this endeavor for Christian educa
tion.”

The Executive Board of the Tennessee Bap
tist Convention granted a 90-day extension for 
the campaign during its meeting last month. 
Originally scheduled to end Dec. 31, the cam
paign will now go through March 31, 1981, in 
an effort to reach the $2-million goal.
“A 90-day extension will be a tremendous

Maternity home...
(Continued from page 1)

Because the maternity home will be licensed 
separately by the Tnnessee Department of 
Human Welfare, this may require that it have 
its own charter, the TBCH excutive director 
said.

Bowen said the establishment of a maternity 
home will not require a change in the program 
statement of Tennessee Baptist Children’s 
Homes, since the present statement already 
lists among its functions, “Provides child care 
projects, such as foster homes, adoptive 
homes, services to unwed mothers, Mother’s 
Aid, and services to families in need.”

Among the decisions which will be made by 
the special committee are these:

—The exact location of the home for unwed 
mothers in the Memphis area,

—Whether to purchase an existing building 
or construct a new facility,

—How the home will be financed; such as, 
how much of the costs will be borne by the 
unwed mother, the adoptive parents, and the 
TBCH,

—The capacity of the maternity home in
itially, and eventually,

—The starting date of the new ministry.
Bowen said the need for such maternity 

homes had declined since the mid-1960s with 
the increase in the number of abortions and 
with the desire of many unwed mothers to keep 
and raise their children. However, the trend 
has reversed in recent years and the need for 
such facilities is increasing, he added. This is 
verified by the increasing number of Tennessee 
Baptist pastors who contact the TBCH office 
for assistance in placing unwed mothers.

The TBCH home for unwed mothers will 
not accept state or federal government funds, 
Bowen said, although it is possible that some 
of the mothers might receive Medicaid funds 
directly for their medical expenses. These 
funds will not go through the TBCH, the ex
ecutive director added.

Bowen observed that the experience gained 
by the new Memphis facility and the need for 
this ministry could lead to the opening of other 
such homes in the state in the future, although 
no definite plans have been discussed. 

but that ’’good will and respect” continue bet
ween the two schools.

Paige Patterson, who is both a regent of the 
Jacksonville seminary and president of the 
Criswell Center, was not present for the 
meeting, nor did he cast a vote, according to 
Robert Witty, Luther Rice president. “He did 
telephone, and while he was physically absent, 

boost toward realizing our goal,” Palmer said. 
“There are several associations that are begin
ning to make good progress in pledging.”

Dave Paxton, academy’s campaign director, 
reported many churches are still in the budget 
planning stage. “Three more months will assist 
our volunteers in making additional presenta
tions and securing pledges from churches who 
have not responded,” he said.

Hubert Smothers, president of the academy, 
reported that gifts from churches have ranged 
from $25 to $75,000.

Executive Board divided 
into standing committees
The Executive Board of the Tennessee Baptist Convention was divided into standing commit

tees during its Dec. 11-12 meeting in Brentwood.
The board members accepted a report by a nominating committee, which was chaired by 

Raymond Boston of Dyersburg. Other members of the committee were Murphy Martin, Joe 
McGehee, Don Pharris, Tom Pope, John Shepherd. Fred Steelman, Matt Tomlin, and Osta 
Underwood.

The nominating committee recommended the distribution of the 99 Executive Board 
members to seven committees and the chairman and vice-chairman of each committee.

The president of the Executive Board, Osta Underwood of Nashville, is an ex officio member 
of all board standing committees.

The letter in parenthesis after each name indicates the grand division of the state (cast, west, 
middle) where the Executive Board members lives.
Administrative Committee
Charles D. Earl, chairman (E) 
at large

Roy Miller, vice-chairman (E) 
at large

Harold Allen, chairman. State 
Missions Committee (M)

Raymond Boston (W). vice- 
president, Executive Board

Stanley Brumfield (M), at large 
E. E. Carrier (E). at large 
C. Ed Harris (E), at large 
James W. Hatley (W), at large 
W. Fred Kendall II (W), 
chairman. Education 
Committee

John David Laida (M), 
president, Tennessee Baptist 
Convention

Murphy Martin (M), at large 
Rudy Newby (M), at large 
Donald Pharris (E), chairman. 
Denominational Cooperation 
Commitlee

Dennis Pulley (W), ot large 
Jerry Songer (E), chairman, 
Christian Services Committee 

Fred Steelman (E), chairman, 
Tennessee Baptist Program 
Committee

Matt Tomlin (W). chairman. 
Public Affairs and Christian 
Life Committee

Osta Underwood (M), 
president, Executive Board

Christian Services Committee
Jerry Songer, chairman (E) 
John Shepherd, vice-chrmn (E) 
Paul Durham (M) 
James W. Hatley (W) 
Wilford Hunter (W) 
Houston Lanier (E) 
Jack Kilpatrick (E) 
Mrs. Mac Lambert (E) 
Jerry Oakley (M) 
J. C. Parrott (E) 
Don Schultz (M) 
Joe McGehee (M) 
Thomas W. Pope (W) 
Mrs. David Stewart (W) 
H. Dallas Sugg (M) 
Osta Underwood (M) 
J. G. Wise(W) 

Denominational Cooperation 
Committee
Donald Pharris, chairman (E) 
Murphy Martin, vice-chrmn (M) 
Ansel Baker (E) 
Billy J. Edmonds (E)
James Harney (M)
Thurman Haston (M)
David Hyers (E) 
John Laida (M) 
Henry Linginfelter (E) 
Margaret McSwain (W) 
Mrs. R. Trevis Otey (W) 
James Redding (W) 
James J. Smith (W) 
Clarence K. Stewart (M) 
C. E. (Bill) Whitman (W) 
Herschel) Woodburn (E)

Education Committee
W. Fred Kendall, chairman (W) 
John Churchman, vlce-chrm (E) 
M. L. Arbuckle (E) 
Norman Baker (M) 
Raymond Boston (W) 
William E. Boyer (W) 
Stanley Brumfield (M) 
Robert H. Burton (W) 
Obie Campbell (E) 
Mrs. Robert Gay (M) 
Bill Kennedy (E) 
Howard Kolb (W) 
Hugh Laseter (W) 
James Porch (M) 
Jerry Powell (W) 
Charles Redmond (E) 
James Sorrell (E)

Public Affairs and Christian Life 
Committee
Matt Tomlin, chairman (W) 
Dennis Pulley, vice-chrmn (W) 
Darrell Clarke (W)
Jack Cunningham (E)
John Daley (M)
Donald Dorris (M)
Jerry Foust (W)
John Franklin (E)

he did know of our action,” Witty said.
The possibility of merger was initiated by 

Witty in May 1980, and under the proposal 
Patterson would have become president of the 
merged schools.

When asked why merger discussions were 
terminated, Witty said, “The regents con
sidered the reasons for the terminations of the 
talks to be totally internal to Luther Rice 
Seminary.” He added the school, which has 
250 resident students and “about 4,000” exter
nal or correspondance students, currently is 
seeking graduate and undergraduate accredita
tion “of both the external and internal 
systems.”

HAAB approves $45,000 
for '82 World's Fair

ATLANTA (BP) — Directors of the 
Southern Baptist Home Mission Board have 
appropriated $45,000 to help provide Baptist

Herbert Jones (E) 
Earl McCosh (E) 
Carl Methvin (M) 
Roy Miller (E) 
Randy Mobley (W) 
Raymond Smith (E) 
Charlie Thompson (M) 
Oscar Trainer (M)

State Missions Committee
Harold Allen, chairman (M) 
Earl Wilson, vice-chairman (E) 
James Chatham (W) 
Melvin Faulkner (E) 
C. E. Harris (E) 
James Jones (W) 
Pat Landrum (W) 
James Lee (M) 
Paul Mayhew (W) 
Mrs. Marjorie McCullough (W) 
Rudy Newby (M) 
William L. Palmer (E) 
Jere Plunk (M) 
Harlan Reynolds (E) 
Robert Stitts (E) 
Fred Tubbs (W) 
Marion Wells (M)

Tennessee Baptist Program 
Committee
Fred Steelman, chairman (E) 
William Coles, vice-chrmn (M)
E. E. Carrier (E)
Paul Clark (W)
Charles Earl (E)
Mrs. Robert Gilliam (M)
Hayward Highfill (E)
H. D. Hudson (W)
Grant Jones (E)
Adrian Knipper (W)
Raymond Langlois (M)
Lloyd Lawrence (M)
Jack May (W)
Roy McCall (M)
James McCluskey (E)
Robert Sharp (E)
Roger Shelton (M)

Witty said, “The regents believe stabiliza
tion of all procedures under the present leader
ship is vital to attainment of our academic ob
jective: accreditation.”

The school, which has been criticized 
publicly as a “degree mill,” is seeking ac- 
crediatation through the American Associa
tion of Bible Colleges and is planning to apply 
to the Association of Theological Schools in 
the United States and Canada in 1982, Witty 
said.

Witty said that the merger discussions were 
“blown out of proportion. It has been a 
friendly discussion. We have never anything 
more than just talk.” 

ministries at the 1982 World’s Fair in Knox
ville.

The $45,000 appropriation is the first install
ment of $90,000 the board has pledged to the 
project which will be sponsored jointly by the 
Knox County Association of Baptists, the Ten
nessee Baptist Convention, and the Home Mis
sion Board.

Board President William G. Tanner noted 
the fair’s theme will focus on energy and told 
the directors that board funds will help 
Southern Baptists sponsor a “spiritual energy” 
pavillion.
“We will have an opportunity to witness to 

between 12- and 22-million people who will 
visit the fair,” Tanner said.

In other action during its December 
meeting, the board named two national con
sultants.

Nathan Porter, pastor of First Baptist 
Church, Arkadelphia, Ark., was named con
sultant for disaster relief and domestic hunger, 
and George W. Bullard Jr., director of Chris
tian social ministries for Mecklenburg Baptist 
Association, Charlotte. N.C., was appointed 
consultant for MEGA, a mission strategy 
aimed at reaching U.S. cities with more than 
one million people. “Mega” means “million.”

Prior to his Arkadelphia pastorate, Porter 
spent 13 years on the HMB staff. He was 
associate director of the missionary personnel 
department from 1960 to 1968, and he was 
associate director of the evangelism division 
from 1968 to 1973.

While at the board, he was involved in stu
dent summer missions, started the US-2 mis
sions program, and developed strategies for 
student evangelism, coffeehouse ministries, 
and beach evangelism.

He is a native of Brazil, where his parents 
were Southern Baptist missionaries. He is a 
graduate of Baylor University, Waco, Tex., 
and Southern Baptist Theological Seminary, 
Louisville, Ky. He will work out of offices in 
his Arkadelphia home for the near future.

Bullard will continue to work out of offices 
in Charlotte, N.C.

Before going to his present position, Bullard 
was based in Baltimore, Md., as a PACT (Pro
ject Assistance for Churches in Transition) 
consultant for the Baptist Convention of 
Maryland. He is a graduate of Mars Hill 
(N.C.) College and Southern seminary.

Tiptonville calls
Michael O'Brien

Michael O’Brien, pastor of Zion Baptist 
Church in Brownsville since December 1978, is 
the new pastor at First Baptist Church in Tip
tonville. He came to the new field of service 
last month.

A native of Springfield, Mass., O’Brien is a 
graduate of New Orleans Baptist Theological 
Seminary, New Orleans, La. He has been in 
the ministry since 1973.' -
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EDITORIAL

Finding peace at
As these days of December 1980 pass into history, the word 

“peace” — and its counterpart “war” — are being heard at 
an increasing rate. The news media and our political leaders 
continue to focus our attention on the Poland-Soviet boarder, 
the Iran-Iraq conflict, the almost-upstaged Soviet invasion of 
Afganistan. Amid these 1980 developments remain the strug
gles in Southeast Asia and the Middle East.

On the international scene, peace has been highly sought 
throughout history. At Yorktown, Versailles, Potsdam, 
Panmunjom, and numerous places in our world, men have 
sat down do sign peace agreements — but peace is a fleeting 
commodity.

In the absence of political peace, mankind pursues inner 
peace. Books on “peace of mind” become best sellers. Tran
quilizers and sleeping pills are selling at record rates. Drugs 
and beverage alcohol are consumed in the hope of finding a 
few moments of escape from problems. But inward peace 
seems as elusive as international peace.

As Jeremiah the prophet, we hear those shouting “Peace,

CIRCULATION THIS ISSUE — 82,099

Alvin C. Shackleford, Editor

Charlie Warren baptist Bobbie Durham
Associate Editor and Editorial Assistant

Eura Lannom
Advertising. Subscriptions

Reflector Martha Buster 
Production Assistant

Established 1835
Post Office Box 347, Brentwood TN 37027 

Telephone: (615) 373-2255

Published weekly except New Year's week by the Executive Board of the 
Tennessee Baptist Convention at Brentwood, Tennessee 37027. Subscrip
tion prices: $4.30 individual; clubs of ten or more, $4.00; church budget 
6.5< per family per week when sent to 50 percent or more of church 
homes. Second class postage paid at Brentwood, Tennessee, and at addi
tional mailing office.

Space forbids printing of resolutions and obituaries. Advertising rates 
on request.

Member of Baptist Press (BP) news service of the Southern Baptist 
Convention.

News Journal of Tennessee Baptist Convention 
Tom Madden, Executive Secretary-Treasurer

D' Earl' chakmon' R°y Miller, vice- 
chairman; Harold Allen, Raymond Boston. Stanley Brumfield. E. E. Carrier 
Rui Red John La,da' Murphy Martin.
M«H .7?' D0™1’ Po,,ey' Jerry longer, Fred Steelman,
Mott Tomlin, and Oslo Underwood.

Christmastime
peace” — but there is no peace (Jer. 6:14).

Some 800 years before Jesus was born, the prophet Isaiah 
gave to Jesus the meaningful title, “The Prince of Peace” 
(Isa. 9:6).
The host of heaven serenaded the shepherds with the refrain, 
“Peace on earth” (Luke 2:14).

Were the prophet’s pronouncement and the angels’ anthem 
merely empty poetry?

Jesus was bom into a world that had little — if any — 
peace. Oh, some might say that there was political peace, 
because the Roman Empire ruled the known world. Yet, the 
fact that garrisons of troops were prevalent in Palestine 
during Jesus’ earthly life clearly indicates that whatever peace 
existed, it was a forced, uneasy peace.

Some of the close followers of Jesus withdrew their 
allegiance when they discovered His plan was not to establish 
a political kingdom and purge Palestine of its Roman rule.

No, Jesus did not come to bring political peace. The cen
turies since the Coming of Christ have seen little “peace on 
earth.”

The melodic message of the angels was not sung to kings or 
diplomats or peace negotiators — but to lowly shepherds. The 
Son of God was not born in a palace or a peace conference or 
a political convention — but in the stable of an inn. The good 
tidings of great joy were given to all people!.

The angels’ anthem begins with the proper words, “Glory 
to God in the highest!”

The primary purpose of Christmas is to glorify God. The 
coming of Jesus into our sin-dominated world was an event 
designed to bring glory to God. The incarnation was to rescue 
mankind, not to glorify mankind.

Because of sin, the human race was totally and hopelessly 
separated from God. What a glorious God we have Who 
would conceive and complete a way for our redemption!

Jesus’ birth is an event that glorifies God, just as the angels 
said.

Jesus* whole earthly life was spent in glorifying God — “I 
do always those things that please Him” (John 8:29) and “1 
have glorified Thee on earth” (John 17:4).

Any “peace on earth” — whether political or personal — 
must be an outgrowth or result of our giving “glory to God.”

The King James Version unfortunately translated Luke 
2:14 *... and on earth peace, good will toward men.” If you 
will consult other translations, you will find that peace comes 
to those who please God or find favor with God. And, what 
could be more pleasing to God than to glorify Him!

So, regardless of the troubled international situation that 
surrounds us, we can have peace this Christmas — if we will 
glorify God and do those things which please Him.

Relationship study
The proposed study of the relationship between the Ex

ecutive Board and the trustees of TBC institutions and agen
cies is needed for clarity and to ease the growing prospects of 
a major confrontation.

Basically, the trustees are responsible for the operation of 
that institution — its programs and internal finances. But the 
institutions must relate to the Executive Board, since the TBC 
financial procedure requires a unified budget with all institu
tions, boards and agencies to come through the Executive 
Board.

In the realm of financing especially, these differences can 
become acute. A recent case in point: Earlier this month the 
trustees of the Tennessee Baptist Children’s Home voted to 
begin a maternity home ministry. This is certainly within their 
rights according to their program statement. However, the 
trustees have made no feasibility study about the cost of pur
chasing or constructing such a facility or how much the 
ministry will cost and how it is to be financed.

Doubtless, there is a need for this type of ministry by Ten
nessee Baptists but if it is to be funded by the convention 
through the Executive Board’s recommended budget, there is 
the potential for a problem.
This is only one example which illustrates the need for 
clarification of institutions’ trustee boards and Executive 
Board relationship.

TIME: About A.D. 60
PLACE: An old home in Bethlehem.
SCENE: An aged man speaks to his visitor, a 
Gentile physician.

“There must be some mistake. Why should 
you be seeking an old decrepit man like me?
“Yes, I used to operate the inn here in 

Bethlehem — but that was long ago. Oh, you 
are writing about that prophet from Nazareth, 
ah, Jesus — He’s been dead for 30 years!

“Oh, you want to know about THAT night. 
That was so long ago, But — THAT night — 
How could I forget it?

“My inn was rather small; after all, 
Bethlehem is a very small town. We even have 
the ancient reputation of being ‘little among 
the thousands of Judah.’ Not too many 
tourists came here — until that time.

“You see, the emperor decided that he 
wasn’t getting taxes from all his subjects, so he 
issued a decree that every Jew should return to 
the family home city to be placed on the tax 
roll. So, here come all the descendents of 
David — there were thousands — descending 
on Bethlehem. It didn’t take long to overrun 
my little inn.
“Late in the day — I must have turned away 

hundreds — this man and wife came to my 
door. I told the husband that there" was no 
room. He pleaded. His wife was pregnant — 
and exhausted from their long journey. She 
looked as if the time of birth was near. I 
couldn’t turn them away — and I couldn’t take 
them in either — so I could only offer them the 
cave behind the inn where the travelers 
quartered their animals.
“As darkness came, the inn and its oc

cupants quieted down for the night. After 
satisfying all the needs of those staying in the 
inn, my weary body was ready for bed.

“I hadn’t been asleep very long when I was 
awakened by some commotion behind the inn. 
1 was not prepared for the sight when I opened 
the back door — a star, brighter than the 
moon, seemed to be suspended over the stable. 
I stared in stunned amazement for a moment... 
then, I pulled on my cloak and headed for the 
stable. I don’t know what I expected to find.
“As I entered the stable, my attention was 

focused — along with everyone else — upon a 
tiny baby lying in the manger, the feed-trough. 
The brilliant star somehow seemed to pinpoint 
its light on the new-born baby.
“I stood there in awe. Questions flooded my 

mind, but I dared not impose on this sacred 
moment by speaking.
“The quietness of this peaceful scene — 

even the animals were stilled — was disturbed 
by voices outside the stable. A group of 
shepherds had come to see the baby. Their 
story of why they had come would have been 
beyond belief, had it not been for the other 
events of the night. They had been tending a 
flock of sheep nearby, when the entire sky was 
filled with angels singing praises to God. They 
had been told by the angels that God’s 
promised Saviour of the world had been born 
in Bethlehem.

“After the angels’ anthem had ended, they 
decided to come and see for themselves.

“By this time, most of those staying in the 
inn had come to the stable. The shepherds 
eagerly told each of them of the angels* visit.
“From the husband I learned that the child 

had been fathered by God Himself, and He 
was the promised Messiah.

“Through the years, my aging ears have 
heard many stories about this Jesus. Perhaps, 
good doctor Luke, you would tell me what you 
have learned about Him.”
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Letters on any religion-related subject are welcomed. Letters of over 300 words 
will not be used. Other letters may be shortened at the discretion of the editor. 
No unsigned letters will be printed, but writer’s name will be withheld for 
sufficient reason. Letters must contain complete address.

Georgia organization attempts

All the answers?
Dear editor:

Orthodox religion lost its war with physical
material science. But we still have a few who 
do not believe that men went to and returned 
from the moon.

Now it seems war is being waged between or
thodox religion and psychic-spiritual science. 
How will it end? Which will win?

Paul Miller said a religious civil war is being 
waged by 40-million U.S. citizens. Will he be 
proven right or wrong?

Perhaps Bailey Smith, Oral Roberts,
Herbert. Armstrong, and others have all 
answers?

Ed Bobbitt
118 7th Avenue North, Apt. 1002
Nashville, TN 37203

the

International language
Dear editor:

One very real opportunity that we Southern 
Baptists have, if we are serious about Bold 
Mission Thrust, is to publish, distribute, and 
teach the Holy Bible in Esperanto.

Esperanto, the international language, con
structed by L. L. Zamenhof (1859-1917), has 
been living and growing for over 80 years. Its 
purpose is “to work towards facilitating com
munication between people of all ethnic 
groups at all social and intellectual levels.” Its 
usefulness is not confined to the highly 
educated. It has been estimated that to learn 
Esperanto takes about 10 percent of the effort 
required to learn a national language. Millions 
of persons speak Esperanto; and, many 
millions more now hear it in broadcasts 
regularly from London and European capitals. 
East and West, and from broadcast stations in 
Asia and South America.

Would Esperanto eliminate national 
languages? No, its purpose is to be a second

* Citizen’s Corner *
J By Jerry M. Self J

Public affairs and Christian life 
consultant

This column attempts to give accurate infor
mation about political issues at appropriate 
times. That goal needs emphasis because other 
sources seem afflicted by a “Henny Penny 
Syndrome” or “Cry Wolf-Itis.”

Sometimes we receive warnings about im
pending political 
disaster which sounds 
like Henny Penny cry
ing, “The sky is falling 
in” or the young boy 
crying “wolf” simply 
to see the town 
populace scatter ex
citedly.

Anytime someone 
requests of you that 
you sign a petition or Self

Ian Hamish Cossar Walker, pastor of First 
Baptist Church in West Palm Beach, Fla., has 
accepted the call to serve as pastor of First 
Baptist Church in Franklin. He is scheduled to 
arrive on the new field Jan. 1.

contact a legislator you may appropriately ask, 
“Is this a real issue? Do I have the facts?” 
Henny Penny was hit on the head, but that did 
not mean the sky was falling.

Also you may ask, “Is this a real issue now? 
Is the timing right for this particular effort?” 
The wolf represented a legitimate danger, but 
not the first several times the boy sounded the 
alarm.

Ezekiel reported in chapter 33 df his book 
that God had appointed him a watchman. 
That assignment charged him with a respon
sibility to give accurate warnings at ap
propriate times. The Christian citizen has the 
same stewardship responsibility to speak a 
word of concern on real issues at appropriate 
times.

language, useful in ending the confusion of
tongues we have had since the time of Babel. 
Zamenhof tested Esperanto' for literary and 
technical purposes by translating, among other 
things, Shakespeare, Goethe, and the Old 
Testament. Can we — should we now — do 
less that build on this linguistic foundation in 
taking the gospel to everyman by the year 
2000?

f am and remain “a person who hopes” 
(that is what “Esperanto” means).

Owen Meredith Smaw
1612 Sixteenth Ave., South
Nashville, TN 37212

Use of Lottie Moon offering
Dear editor: _

Sometimes when we receive money for a 
church structure from the Lottie Moon 
Christmas Offering, we wonder if it’s really 
right to have a bulding for a small congrega
tion, but the building itself can be a witness to 
the Lord.

In San Lorenzo, a city about the size of 
Asuncion, we received Lottie Moon funds to 
build a church building. We had a congrega
tion of 50 members at the time.

However, that number grew. My husband. 
Bill, was standing at the front gate of the 
church. This young lady came to the gate. She 
walked by very slowly. She turned around, and 
she walked back. She looked like she wanted to 
come in, so Bill went up to the gate, invited her 
to come in, and began talking with her.

She told him of a deep sense of need in her 
life, a spiritual vacuum. So Bill explained 
salvation to her and how she could come to 
know Christ as her personal Saviour and He 
would fill that vacuum. She came to church 
that night and made a profession of faith the 
first time she went to church.

Soon she brought her whole family, and one 
by one, they became Christians. So the church 
building itself was the first witness to that 
family, just a building that was built with Lot
tie Moon Christmas Offering funds.

Mrs. Fran Skinner
Casilla 1171
Asuncion, Paraguay

Mrs. William Skinner lived in Nashville 
before her appointment by the Foreign Mis
sion Board. She was employed by Belmont 
Heights Baptist Church and the Baptist Sun
day School Board, (editor)

Ian Walker comes 
to FBC, Franklin

He has led the West 
Palm Beach congrega
tion since April 1977. 
Prior to that he served 
First Baptist Church in 
Hendersonville, N.C., 
Lee Street Baptist 
Church in Valdosta, 
Ga., and Siloam Bap
tist Church in Marion, 
Ala.

A native of Scot Walker
land, he is the son of James Walker, who 
served as a missionary in Africa for 29 years. 
On two occasions, his father was president of 
the Baptist Union of South Africa.

Walker is a graduate of Baylor University in 
Waco, Tex. and Southern Baptist Theological 
Seminary, Louisville, Ky. He completed his 
doctoral work through an extension program 
of Luther Rice Seminary in Jacksonville, Fla.

FOREST PARK, Ga. (BP) — A group op
posed to America’s $12-billion Christmas 
“sellebration” says Christians bankrupt their 
most sacred celebrations when they participate 
in the annual American orgy of self
indulgence.

Alternatives, a Georgia-based organization 
dedicated to promoting alternate celebrations, 
is trying to “reclaim” spiritual holidays that 
commercializers have taken over.

As part of its campaign, Alternatives is 
sponsoring a “Best and Worst” Christmas gift 
contest. People are invited to send in descrip
tions of a gift they received last Christmas that 
was (1) meaningful, humane, personal, con
siderate of the earth, and which reflected the 
deeper meaning of Christmas; or (2) that was 
particularly extravagant, tasteless, useless, 
dangerous, or utterly crass. ,

Last year’s winner for best gift was Jimmy 
Lee Gray, a death row prisoner at the 
Mississippi State Prison at Parchman, Miss. 
The gift was a Christmas card made from card
board and pieces of colored tinfoil, handmade 
by a nine-year-old Indian child in Lawton,

Personal
II perspective ।
‘‘ BY TOM MADDEN
H TBC executive secretary A

I picked up a story somewhere of a good 
warm-hearted preacher waxing long and hard 
on the subject, “Function — W'ith or Without 
Unction.” Following the service, a visitor, 
with less than a gracious courtesy, smugly 
asked him, “You 
preached about ‘unc
tion’ today, but do you 
know how to define the 
word?”

I liked what the 
preacher replied. “No, 
Sir, I can’t rightly tell 
you what the word 
‘unction’ means, but I 
sure know when it ain’t 
around!” Madden

I looked up the meaning of the word, ‘unc
tion’ in the dictionary. It means the act of an- 
nointing. I take it to mean the act of the an- 
nointing of the Holy Spirit. I identify with my 
preacher friend. I may not understand all of 
the theology of it, but 1 surely know “when it 
ain’t around.”

I have felt unusual movement of God’s 
Spirit upon our state these past months. In the 
churches, in the associational meetings, in the 
conferences, in committees, in the prayer serv
ices, the unction of God’s Spirit has been upon 
our people. I like it. I thank God for it. I pray 
that it might always be.

While I may not understand all that is in
volved, I pray all of us may "function with 
unction.”

'Amahl and the Night Visitors’
A Christmas Opera in One Act 

(Words and Music by Gian-Carlos Menotti)

Presented by 

the Music Ministry 
of Brentwood Baptist Church 

Franklin Road at Meadowlake 
Brentwood, Tennessee

Saturday, December 20 7:00 p.m.

Okla. Runner-up was a woman whose sister 
gave her life in the form of a kidney transplant.

The worst gift was submitted by Jim 
Schneider of Salem, Mass. His daughter 
received a baby Mork doll which came in an 
egg, looking like Jesus in a manger, complete 
with a string to pull to hear a space age 
Christmas story in song. Runner-up was a man 
who received a case of champagne upon 
returning, home from five weeks in an 
alcoholism treatment center.

Southern Baptist A. B. Short, a director of 
Alternatives, asks people to think “Whose 
birthday is it anyway?” A publicity picture 
shows Santa Claus bursting through a mural of 
the manger scene.

The group’s guidelines for gift giving point 
out that Christmas is the day of celebration for 
the birth of Christ. Gifts, then, are really to 
Him and givers should be careful to choose the 
gifts He wants. “He pointedly insists that in 
order to gift Him, we must find Him in the 
hungry, the thirsty, the stranger, the naked, 
the sick, and the imprisoned,” Alternatives’ 
guidelines say.

They suggest: giving time for participation 
on a committee which ministers to “the least 
of these,” such as senior adult lunch program, 
prison visitation, housing, etc.; giving skills to 
the same kind of organization; financially sup
porting the programs of your denomination 
that minister to “the least of these. For 
Southern Baptists, the disaster and hunger 
funds and the Lottie Moon Christmas Offering 
for foreign missions are primary sources of 
such ministry.

Alternatives stresses the giving of gifts over 
the “purchase” of gifts. For those gifts that 
must be purchased, careful thought is urged so 
that the gift reflects the values the giver warfts 
to share. Does the gift encourage conservation, 
activity, and independence? Does it stimulate 
spiritual, mental, or physical growth?

Oakhurst Baptist Church in Decatur, Ga., 
last year utilized the Alternatives concept and 
conducted “The Joys of a Sacrificial 
Christmas.” Members diverted money former
ly spent on a normal American Christmas into 
a mission offering and increased it threefold 
over the previous year.

Andy Loving, chairman of the church mis
sions committee, said they organized early in 
October into small groups in cross-stitching, 
knitting, bread baking, chair caning, photo
graphy, etc. The groups encouraged people to 
learn new skills and make gifts that would be 
more meaningful and less expensive. More 
money could then be turned to the Christmas 
offering.

Members set an original missions offering 
goal of $5,000, up from the $1,750 the 
200-member church had given the previous 
year. With an emphasis on a spiritual celebra
tion and giving gifts to “the least of these,” 
the church raised $6,500. About half went to 
the Lottie Moon offering, $1,500 to a com
munity health center and clinic near the 
church, and about $1,500 to help resettle a 
Laotian refugee family.
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Volunteer in Bronx

Baptist and Reflector

Redneck from Okeechobee restores
By Marv Knox

BRONX, N.Y.(BP)—Bronx Baptists think 
Ray Boggs is a redneck, and they love him.

He looks more like a stand-in for Hee Haw’s 
Junior Samples than a volunteer missionary. 
He is comfortable in overalls and Hush Pup
pies. Sentences drip off his tongue in a drawl 
thick as molasses. His rotundity evidences 
countless breakfasts of grits and sausage. And 
the sun has indeed painted the back of his neck 
a crinkly, ruddy hue.

But appearances aside, Boggs and his wife, 
Frances, spent two weeks each month for 10 
months as Mission Service Corps volunteers in 
the predominantly-black south Bronx borough 
of New York City. He put a lifetime of con
tracting experience into aged church buildings 
and crumbling storefront worship houses. She 
helped children in Wake Eden Christian 
Academy. They both spread Christian love to 
all they contacted.

“We felt the Bronx was where God wanted 
us,” says Boggs, explaining why the couple 
made the trip from their Okeechobee, Fla., 
home — 1,274 miles one-way — every month 
from January through October. They did not 
stay in the Bronx full time because he had ad
ministrative duties at Dunklin Memorial 
Camp, a drug and alcohol rehabilitation center 
in Florida.

BWA leader urges women to face 
'inferiority complex' obstacle

By Beth Sayers Wildes

BIRMINGHAM, Ala. (BP) — Kerstin 
Ruden, president of one of the world’s largest 
women’s organizations — the Women’s 
Department of the Baptist World Alliance — 
says one of the major obstacles women must 
overcome is their own inferiority complexes.
“1 think women need to be encouraged to 

accept more responsibility and leadership. I 
would also like to see women not close 
themselves up in their church organizations, 
but become politically and socially active as 
well,” says Ruden, leader of 14-million women 
around the world.

“The Christian influence in the life of a na
tion has to come through Christian men and 
women. And women need to be a part of 
this,” she adds.

Ruden, from Stockholm, Sweden, was 
elected to a five-year term last July in Toronto, 
Canada, during the Baptist World Congress.

Although Ruden’s primary work is with 
women, she says her main concern is “the 
situation among young people” who are 
rootless, searching for something to build their 
lives on. “We are losing our children, even 
children from Christian homes,” she says.

She feels young people are rejecting parental 
values largely because of the influence of the 
media, especially films and television, and 
adds they “have lost hope for the future. They 
see all the nations preparing for World War 
III, so they say, ‘We will take the day as it 
comes.’ ”
“But young people must be reached. They 

are the future of the nations.”
Ruden, who describes her family as close 

knit, is the mother of four, and the grand
mother of six. Her husband, Erik, a former 
associate secretary of the BWA, is now retired.

On a visit to the Southern Baptist Woman’s 
Missionary Union, Ruden noted her life has 
changed drastically since she assumed office 
five months ago. For one thing, she’s getting a 
lot more mail, which she has decided to answer 
personally.

She plans to visit each of the six continental 
unions which make up the BWA’s women’s 
department, during her term of office. On 
those trips, she hopes to motivate Baptist 
women all over the world to become more 
unified. “Baptist women need each other for

“People said we were crazy for wanting to 
work in the Bronx,” he remembers. “They 
told us about violence, racial tension, mug
gings, rape, and all those things.

“But we knew that God had something for 
us. We prayed about this ministry and got a 
feeling of peace. Since then, we’ve never had a 
minute of fear.”

That is fortunate for the Bronx, confirms 
Sam Simpson, pastor of Bronx Baptist 
Church.

Simpson recites a litany of tasks Boggs has 
done — “carpentry, roofing, window and 
door repair, insulation, weather stripping; and 
when the Fire Department said we had to meet 
certain requirements, we looked to him.” But 
Simpson is the first to admit Boggs helped the 
Bronx more by being a good Christian than by 
being a good carpenter.
“Ray practices sweat evangelism,” Simpson 

says. “He doesn’t just talk about Jesus; he 
does it while he’s pushing a paintbrush or 
swinging a hammer.”

“One day he was helping remodel a church 
when a young woman who had been an 
alcoholic since age nine came by,” the pastor 
relates. “Ray stopped his work and listened to 
her problems. Then they read Scripture and 
prayed for nearly two hours. And right there 
— in the middle of paint cans and drop cloths

KERSTIN RUDEN — women's president 
support and inspiration. Fellowship is another 
real need for women in countries where Bap
tists are minorities. It can help them see that 
they are not alone in their struggles,” Ruden 
says.

Ruden speaks from experience. When she 
became active in the European Baptist 
Women’s Union and the Women’s Depart
ment of the BWA, she was so surprised and 
comforted to learn there were “thousands of 
Baptists.”

She admits fellowship with other Baptist 
women has helped her in her own spiritual 
struggles. “In the 1960s I was struggling with 
my beliefs in God. I was reading some 
literature and liberal theologians who were say
ing ‘God is dead.’ ”
“In 1963 I went to a meeting where I met 

some Polish women. They had been in concen
tration camps in World War II. Some of them 
had scars on their bodies where they were 
burned. But I observed that their faith had not 
diminished, but grown.

“From that point on, I have never doubted 
God’s love, or His message of Jesus Christ.”

— he led her to know Jesus Christ.”
For Boggs, such an encounter seems only 

natural. “Many people are really seeking and 
wanting to change, but they’ve got no hope,” 
he explains. “It’s our responsibility to en
courage and train them. If we do, they’ll be 
willing and wanting to move on out” and 
become Christians.

But even folks who have not yet accepted 
Christ have a better feeling toward Christians, 
and Southern Baptists in particular, thanks to 
the ministry of Ray Boggs, Simpson says.
“People here don’t see him as just a white 

man; they see him for what he is — a Christian 
who loves them,” Simpson explains. “Ray is 
one of the most precious ambassadors the

Tennessee Baptist raises
Puerto Rican church's roof

SAN JUAN, Puerto Rico — Tennessee Bap
tist Larry Rush spent almost two weeks in 
November helping a small Puerto Rican 
church literally raise its roof.

Rush, a member of Toone Baptist Church in 
Toone, was part of a 10-person team which 
started construction on a second floor sanc
tuary above Isla Verde Baptist Church near the 
San Juan airport. A second crew is expected to 
complete the structure in December.

_“I usually have to work all year to go on 
missions trips in January and February,” said 
Rush, a self-employed brick mason. “When I 
was asked to go to Puerto Rico, I thought 
there was no way. I didn’t have time, and I cer
tainly didn’t have the money.”

But Rush made his involvement in the trip a 
matter of prayer, asking God for guidance and 
peace of mind. While praying for those needs, 
he also “told God I’d need $200 if I could af
ford to go.”

That same day, he received a check for $200 
— a love offering from someone Who had 
heard him tell about one of his mission trips to 
Africa.
“That was my answer, my peace of mind,”

Church in Dakar 
draws ambassadors

DAKAR, Senegal — It appeared to be a 
diplomatic reception. Ambassadors mixed 
with citizens of several countries.

But the people were not drawn together by 
politics or diplomacy. They were celebrating 
the first anniversary of their church.

A record 102 people gathered in the cafeteria 
of the U.S. Embassy in Dakar, Senegal, Oct. 
5, to celebrate the first anniversary of Interna
tional Church of Dakar, said the pastor, Ed 
Segars.

Senegalese response to Southern Baptist 
mission work has been very slow, but the 
Segarses, missionary associates, have seen at
tendance rise from 29 to the record crowd.
“With the exception of the ones who have 

moved from the country, everyone who began 
attending one year ago is coming and, most of 
the time, bringing others with them,” said 
Segars.

The new ambassador for the United States 
recently joined ambassadors from Nigeria, 
Ghana, and Japan, in attending regularly with 
his family. Segars says people from 32 nations 
have signed the church’s guest book and peo
ple from China, Tanzania, Nigeria, and Ghana 
are leading out on the church council.

An American diplomat provides his home 
for Sunday School classes for younger children 
and then sees that they have transportation to 
worship services. On Tuesday, he again opens 
his home for adult Bible studies. The next 
night a man associated with the Ghanian em
bassy is the host for mid-week prayer services.

Southern Baptist Convention has.”
Unfortunately for the Bronx, Boggs is mov

ing his ministry hundreds of miles away. No 
longer constrained by work in Florida, he and 
Mrs. Boggs plan to move to Montana to help 
their son, Rich, staff a home for handicapped 
and retarded men.

Although he will labor half a continent away 
from the Bronx, Boggs maintains his thoughts 
and prayers will remain with his New York 
friends.
“I will always pray for the Bronx,” he says. 

“Arid I will pray that people will continue to 
build bridges and establish relationships that 
will help folks see there are Christians who love 
and care for the Bronx.”

Rush said. “I decided I’d go right then.”
Once on the trip, things went “beautifully,” 

he declares. “It was really a blessing to me to 
get to build on this church and meet those peo
ple down ihere.”
“It wasn’t a pleasure trip, but we feel the 

Lord was in it from beginning to end,” added 
Harry Hilliard of Clarkesville, Ga., another 
participant on the trip.

Bill Wilson, special mission ministries con
sultant for the Southern Baptist Home Mission 
Board, said the trip was vital for the tiny Isla 
Verde congregation.

“This church needed to build; it was run
ning out of space,” he explained. “But the 
church simply could not afford to build if it 
had to pay labor costs. All its money went into 
materials.”

Besides erecting concrete block walls and 
“drying in” the structure, the crew also suc
ceeded in a second endeavor — witnessing to 
people they encountered.

“There are at least 100 highrise apartment 
buildings within a one-mile radius of the 
church; that’s 400,000 people,” Hilliard said. 
“We visited on Sunday afternoon and during 
our lunch hours, and we talked to people who 
brought our supplies and parents who left their 
children at the church’s day nursery. People 
were very friendly and open to us.”
“If I get the chance, I’d like to go back,” 

added Christine Burchfield of Stockbridge, 
Ga. “I hear there are more churches down 
there that need help.”

Volunteer in Nigeria 
lends thieves a hand

OGBOMOSHO, Nigeria — Helen Graves 
was almost ready to attend a prayer meeting of 
Southern Baptist mission workers'' in 
Ogbomosho, Nigeria, when she heard a noisy 
group of young boys outside.

Helen and her husband, Allen W. Graves, 
retired dean of the School of Religious Educa
tion of Southern Baptist Theological 
Seminary, are spending a year teaching at the 
Nigerian Baptist Theological Seminary, 
Ogbomosho.

Just before time for her to leave, the boys 
returned and stopped in front of her house. 
They seemed to be having an argument over a 
wheel they were rolling. When Mrs. Graves 
tried to sort out the problem, they ran, leaving 
the wheel behind.

Having none of this, she called the boys 
back and told them to take the wheel. She did 
not want it lying in her front yard.

Obediently, they returned and rolled it 
away.

Mrs. Graves did not make it to prayer 
meeting that day, but she did learn something 
about the wheel. It had been stolen off a mis
sionary car.
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Touch all the lives you can:' Laida
By Bobbie Durham

It was an important moment for John David 
Laida.

It hasn’t the presentation of a new 
automobile from an appreciative congrega
tion. Nor was it the reception of hews that his 
name had been included in a book of 
noteworthy professionals.

The moment came when college senior Steve 
Putoff, wide receiver for the Austin Peay State 
University Governors football team, presented 
Laida with an autographed football from the 
team. The Clarksville young men, gathered to 
honor their special team chaplain, then said 
thanks with vigorous and sustained applause.

Laida, pastor of First Baptist Church in that 
city, was moved during this recent experience 
because he cares deeply about the young men 
in whom he has taken interest. He cares about 
giving them his time—the moments of which 
will become very selective since his election as 
Tennessee Baptist Convention president in 
Johnson City last month.

A designated allotment of time is given to 
the team each Thursday when Laida goes to 
the APSU campus to hold services for the 

.men. “Many times these men cannot go to 
church on Sundays because of travel 
schedules,’’ Laida explained. “This way they 
can still attend a service.”

The preacher knew his young audience well 
as he spoke for the last time during this foot
ball season two weeks ago. He related a story 
to them about a valuable medal he once earned 
for exceptional feats in track.

“That medal is gone now,” he said. “I 
don’t even know where it is. You will receive 
medals and acclamations for your athletic 
superiority too. But one day they will disap
pear. That is the way life is.” The only thing, 
he explained, which will not vanish is your 
relationship to Jesus Christ. “The Christian 
runs a race to receive an eternal crown. This is 
all that will last.”

Laida also spends several hours in counsel
ing and encouraging the individual team 
members on and off the practice field. Earlier 
this fall, 23 team members came forward dur
ing a service at First Baptist Church and made 
professions of faith.

The Clarksville pastor’s ideology is to touch 
the lives of as many people as he can for 
Christ. His touch extends to his church, which 
he considers his main commission. It reaches 
out to the Fellowship of Christian Athletes, the 
Civitan Club, the United States Organization, 
and the Boy Scouts. It invests itself in his fami
ly which includes wife Libby and daughters, 
Debbie, Susan, Connie, and Gayle.

Early every morning, usually by 5:00, Laida 
begins writing personal notes to members of 
his congregation. AH children celebrating a 
birthday, new father and mothers, and many

Former Ala. staffer 
leads Knoxville group

Robert Ward has begun his ministry as 
pastor of the Stock Creek Baptist Church in 
KnoxviHe.

He comes to east Tennessee from First Bap
tist Church-Center Point of Birmingham, Ala. 
where he has been serving as minister of 
evangelism and bus director. He has held that 
post for over two years. He was also coor
dinator for the church’s child care ministry.

Prior to that, Ward served as assistant 
pastor and minister of music at Park Avenue 
Baptist Church in Knoxville and minister of 
music and evangelism at Mount Olive Baptist 
Church in Knoxville.

He attended the University of Tennessee at 
Chattanooga, Carson-Newman College in Jef
ferson City, Tenn., and Luther Rice Seminary, 
Jacksonville, Fla.

others receive the handwritten notes from their 
pastor.
“In a church with over 2,800 members, it is 

impossible to make a personal contact with 
each person on Sunday morning or Sunday 
night,’’ he explained. “This way I can reach 
people I don’t get a chance to see. When you 
take the time to recognize a 13-year-old girl 
who has been elected as a cheerleader in her 
junior high school, and she is a member of 
your church, she thinks that is the greatest 
thing in the world.” Laida says he writes at least 
10 notes or letters a day. “There is no better 
way that I have to contact people. They see me 
preaching, but there is not much one-on-one 
contact there.*’

Laida became convinced that his calling was 
to tell people about Jesus Christ as a young 
high school senior. “I knew 1 loved people, so 
I had considered coaching and several other 
fields,” he recalled. Attending a youth camp 
following his senior year, he accepted the 
challenge to become a minister.

His calling was reaffirmed during his service 
as a chaplain in a batallion aid hospital during 
World War II. The hospital where he was sta
tioned was the first drop-off point for the 
wounded from the battlefield.

Admitting that he does not like to think 
much about it, Laida said that “those ex
periences of seeing men hanging between life 
and death and seeing so many young men dy-

"The Christian runs a race to 
receive an eternal crown.
This is all that will last."

ing reaffirmed the sensitivity in my own life to 
reach people for Christ.”

He learned also at that.point in his life that 
Christians should reach people with the gospel 
when any opportunity opens the door.
“I learned through the army experience that 

a person does die just about the way he lives 
and that no man can depend on a death bed 
repentance. It does happen occasionally, but 
not often.”

Requesting permission to witness to a 
sargeant at the hospital who was dying during 
those early years, Laida received word from 
the doctor that the sargeant had refused. The 
message he sent to his chaplain was: “Tell the 
chaplain to go to hell because that is where I 
am going.”

“That experience made me more determined 
than ever to go back to the states, if I ever got 
back, and really try to do something that 
counted for God. It was a desert experience of 
rededibation of life for me,” Laida said.

Seeing that facet of human existence and ac

REAL MEANING — John David Laida, Tennessee Baptists' new president, tells foot
ball players from Austin Peay State University that real meaning in life comes from 
Jesus Christ. Laida is the team's chaplain and meets with them each week.

cepting the call to the ministry early in life, the 
Clarksville pastor said he has come to be more 
tolerant of people, their problems, their 
mistakes, and their shortcomings.
“I see hope for so many people now,’’ he 

related. “Seeing how people can, through the 
power of Christ, have their lives changed 
makes me absolutely sure there is always hope 
for everyone.*’

Laida came to Tennessee 20 years ago from 
First Baptist Church in Fulton, Ky. Earlier, he 
had obtained his education from Southern 
Baptist Theological Seminary in Louisville. He 
holds his undergraduate degree from Gordon 
College in Boston, Mass., and has done 
graduate work at Harvard University, Cam
bridge, Mass.; and Moody Bible Institute, 
Chicago. Recently his congregation and the ci
ty of Clarksville honored the Laida family for 
his 20 years as minister to that group.

Raised as a Northern Baptist, Laida said 
that when he joined the U.S. Army, he did not 
know with what denomination he wanted to 
become affiliated. He decided to become a 
Southern Baptist after observing all of the 
chaplains with whom he had contact.

“The Southern Baptist chaplains seemed to 
have more of what I was looking for than any 
other group. I like the evangelistic emphasis, 
the missionary zeal, the Bible-based theology, 
and the strong emphasis on Sunday School,” 
he explained. “So, when I was released, I was 
determined to go to seminary in the South.”

He and his wife met in Cleveland, Tenn, and 
travelled to LouisviUe to attend seminary after 
his release from the army.

Laida’s ability to relate to people has led him 
to the philosophy of setting in motion the 
talents possessed by the lay people who sur
round him. “J have learned over the years to 
rely on good laymen and their advice because 
in many areas what they have to say is usually 
sounder than the advice I would give,” he 
mused. He feels that the pastor is “not always 
right” on every issue; and he believes a suc
cessful pastor will be a leader, not a pusher. 
“Make use of your committees,” he en
courages pastors. “Depend on them to do the 
research, discussion, and a lot of the work.”

He said that early in his ministry he felt guil
ty about asking a lay person to perform a given 
task for the church. But an experience which 
occurred during a pastorate in Kentucky led 
him to believe he should use the talents of his 
members.

He recalled that he had hesitantly asked a 
young doctor who was a member of his church 
to serve as chairman of the building commit
tee. “With the limited amount of time he had, 
he accepted the job and threw his whole life in-

CHURCH OUTREACH — John Dovid Laida 
discusses plans for outreach with staff 
members at First Baptist Church in 
Clarksville. Financial secretary Jackie 
Smith looks on.

to that program," Laida said. “It was a turn
ing point in his life.” Two years later on a 
hunting accident, the doctor was accidently 
shot and killed.

“That produced a profound effect on my 
-life. I became more bold in asking people to 
have a part in God’s work because that little 
time they serve may be a turning point for 
them too. It may be the last chance they have 
to do something for the Lord."

Laida plans to keep on reaching and 
touching people’s needs the rest of his life.

After his pastoral ministry ends, he and his 
wife plan to serve as volunteers in foreign mis
sions. “We have already contacted the Foreign 
Mission Board and expressed a desire to serve 
as volunteers," he related. He also plans to 
promote home and foreign missions to 
members of his church.

The meaningful moments in John David 
Laida’s life come when he is helping someone, 
counseling, writing personal notes, or talking 
to his favorite football team in Clarksville.

Ask Sonny DefiHipps, Brett Williams, 
Cosmo Cochran, Floyd Jones, Mark Daniel, 
or Clinton Bell, six of the young men who 
signed his football, if he really cares.

He’s got them convinced?

Kan.-Neb. challenged 
to start 200 churches

BELLEVUE, Neb. (BP) — President Doyle 
Smith challenged Kansas-Nebraska Southern 
Baptists to increase the number of churches in 
the convention by at least 200 within the next 
two decades.

The challenge came as the Kansas-Nebraska 
Convention of Southern Baptists held their 
35th annual session.

Smith, pastor of First Southern Baptist 
Church of Great Bend, Kan., was re-elected 
president of the convention.

Messengers adopted a record budget of 
$2,045,964, the first time they have budgeted 
in excess of $2-million. Of the budget, 
$1,130,800 will come from the 240 churches 
and chapels of the two-state convention. 
Messengers increased the percentage the state 
contributes to the Southern Baptist Conven
tion Cooperative Program, going up one per
cent to 23 percent.

In his challenge, Smith urged the planting of 
many small churches rather than the develop
ment of super churches, pointing out many 
smaller churches have better baptismal ratios 
— the number of members contrasted to the 
number of converts — than do many of the 
churches which receive national attention.

Utah-Idaho meeting 
called 'prayerful'

CLEARFIELD, Utah (BP) — Messengers to 
the Utah-Idaho Southern Baptist Convention 
passed a $873,698 budget, with $259,378 an
ticipated income from convention churches. 
Of the latter amount, 20 percent wiU be for
warded for world missions through the na
tional Cooperative Program, the same percent
age as last year.

In what was described as a "prayerful” 
meeting, messengers learned that baptisms in
creased 23 percent over the previous year.
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pulpit
By Jim Griffith

As Christmas approaches, let us make certain that we are mindful of the gifts Christ has 
already bestowed upon us:

The gift of direction: “He is the way, the truth, and the life.”
The gift of serenity: “In all these things we are more than conquerors through Him that 

loves us and gave Himself for us.” . y
The gift of strength: We “can do all things through Christ who is our strength.”
The gift of music: As the heavenly host sang, “Glory to God in the highest, and on earth 

peace, good will toward men.”
The gift of higher mathematics: The coming of Christ has doubled our joys and sub

tracted our sorrows.
The gift of the high way: Christ, tjhe Master Architect, has constructed a bridge of faith 

over the river of life that leads “to the house not made with hands whose builder and 
maker is God.”

Love and ministry
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C-N trustees elect 
Metcalf as president

At its annual winter meeting last week in Jef
ferson City, the Carson-Newman College 
Board of Trustees elected Calvin S. Metcalf, 
pastor of Central Baptist Church in Fountain 
City, as chairman of the group. He succeeds 
Harry D. McNeeley, retired executive vice- 
president of Eastman Kodak Co.

Theron H. Hodges, Sevierville, was elected 
vice-chairman; and T. Maxfield Bahner, Chat
tanooga, was re-elected secretary.

In his report to the board, C-N President 
Cordell Maddox said that enrollment at the 
east Tennessee school had increased for the 
fourth consecutive year; financial support 
from alumni and friends had grown; and the 
quality of the academic program had been im
proved. He cited six accomplishments which 
he considers important to the future of the col
lege: a strong faculty and academic program; 
increasing enrollment; the appointment of 
Ircel Harrison as campus minister; the 
strengthening of student personnel programs; 
the financial condition of the school; and the 
launching of a $2.5-million campaign with a 
challenge goal of $4-million.

Maddox also told the board that the college 
is continuing to make progress in plans to offer 
an undergraduate degree in nursing, the expan
sion of courses in the Bible school, and the im
plementation of seminary extension courses on 
campus in cooperation with the Southern Bap
tist Theological Seminary.

New members elected to the board are: 
Richard W. Carden, Nashville; Winford L. 
Hendrix, Chattanooga; L.P. Gregory, 
Kingsport; Joseph L. Johnson, Knoxville; and 
Jack Stewart, Morristown.

By Herschel H. Hobbs

“And though I have the gift of prophecy, 
and understand all mysteries, and all 
knowledge; and though I have all faith, so that 
I eould remove mountains, and have not love, 
lam nothing” (1 Corinthians 13:2).

Love is an absolute necessity in rendering 
Christian ministry. Otherwise, it is “much ado 
about nothing.”

In this verse Paul moves up from the lower 
gift of tongues to some of the higher gifts of 
the Spirit. He does not degrade these gifts of 
teaching and ministry, but shows again the 
superior nature of Christian love.
“Prophecy” comes from a verb which may 

mean to foretell or to tell forth. While Old
Testament prophets did foretell the future, 
their greater ministry was to tell forth God’s 
message to their own generations. In the New
Testament the primary emphasis was upon the 
latter. A Christian prophet was one who could 
preach God’s message with great power. In this 
sense Billy Graham is a modern prophet.
“Mysteries” refers to the divine counsels 

which are hidden in God and revealed through 
His prophets. “Knowledge” refers' to the 
meaning of the Christian message as it relates 
to human life. In the three cases “all” (panta 
first and pasan second and third) without the 
definite article means every single part of these 
mysteries, this knowledge, and this faith. 
“Faith” in this context means wonder
working faith.

Glenn Toomey gets 
first heritage award

Glenn Alfred Toomey, Morristown, re
ceived the first Tennesee Baptist Heritage 
Award, presented by the Tennessee Baptist 
Historical Society last month in Johnson City. 
Toomey, director of 
missions in Nola- 
chucky Association, 
was chosen from 
among five nominees 
for his contributions to 
Baptist history.

A native of Monroe 
County, graduate, of 
Harrison-Chilhowee 
Academy in Seymour, 
and Carson-Newman Toomey 
College, he also attended Southern Baptist 
Theological Seminary in Louisville, Ky. He has 
served Jefferson County and Nolachucky 
Associations as director of missions. Several 
pastbrates were interspersed with the associa- 
tional leadership roles.

An avid historian, Toomey has written six 
published works on the history of Baptist chur
ches and associations, including Jefferson 
County, Nolachucky, and, most recently, the 
Sweetwater Association. A most significant 
contribution to Tennessee Baptist history has 
been the locating and acquisition of associa- 
tional minutes presumed lost.

Paul says that even if he can preach with 
great power, knows every single part of God’s 
hidden wisdom, and knows how to apply them 
to human need — yet does not exercise them in 
selfless love — “I am nothing.” Actually, “I 
am a spiritual zero.” He may think that he 
deserves a high grade in God’s book. But God 
knows the human heart. So if he does not see 
love, he puts down the grade of zero — one big 
goose egg.

Men may judge us by outward appearances. 
But God judges us by our inner attitude and 
purpose. We should serve Him with all our 
powers. But we should guard ourselves against 
a selfish display of them. Otherwise, though 
we are Jesus’ pupils or disciples, we will flunk 
the course.

Devotional
His riches

By Harlan F. Reynolds
Just before Paul closes his letter to the 

Philippians, he says: “But my God shall sup
ply all your needs according to his riches in 
glory” (Phil. 4:13).

One of the great concepts of our Christian 
faith is that God is a God of inexhaustible sup
ply. The Apostle Paul was in prison when he 
wrote this beautiful let
ter to the Philippian 
Christians. Out of his 
deprivation of the 
material things of life, 
and from his confine
ment in prison, he gives 
us assurance that, no 
matter what our cir
cumstances, as we 
more completely trust
God, He more boun- Reynolds 
tifully supplies our need.

What a contrast is this concept, coming 
from Paul in prison, to our praying today 
which asks God to supply our wants. There is 
a world of difference between wants and 
needs. Much modern day praying is directed 
toward asking God to supply our wants, 
everything from childish baubles to great 
wealth and power, not in order to glorify 
God, but to please ourselves. Indeed, many 
of the things we desire and pray for, instead 
of enhancing our Christian commitment, ac
tually detracts from it.

At this time of the year, the most beautiful 
time of all, let us reflect more soberly on, 
and rejoice more fully in the reality of God’s 
abundant supply out of which our needs are 
met. Then, let us use what we have to share 
with others whose needs may be met 
through us. Let us be thankful in our hearts 
for every blessing, and remember that it 
doesn’t really matter what we shall eat or 
wear. Let us follow Jesus’ admonition, “But 
seek ye first the Kingdom of God, and all 
these things shall be added unto you” 
(Matt. 6:33).

Reynolds is pastor of First Baptist Church, 
LaFollette.
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In a few days Christmas will be here! 
What does Christmas mean to you? 
There are so many things that one 
associates with this Season. When you 
sift through the gifts, holidays, big din
ners and all the festivities, you realize 
that all these are relatively unimportant. 
What really counts 
is reunion with 
loved ones. I love to 
see various 
relatives that make 
a real effort to 
gather at
Christmas. It has 
been that way since 
I was a small child.

Many of the boys 
and girls in our care Evans B. Bowen 
will not spend Christmas with loved 
ones. You make it possible to give them 
something special — something they 
have wanted a long time. You make it 
possible for them to enjoy a real 
Christmas dinner. Some of them receive 
new clothes they have wanted. There is 
one thing that we cannot give them — a 
warm, loving, caring family circle. The 
very best that we can do is a substitute 
family. We offer to these neglected 
children a genuine love. We want to say 
to every Tennessee Baptist a big "thank 
you" for all that you have given through 
this year.

All the staff and children join me in 
wishing for each of you the true joy of 
Christmas. May Jesus be more real to 
you and may His love flow freely 
through you into the lives of all you 
meet.

There may be someone you know who 
will experience real loneliness through 
this Season. It is a sad time for those 
who are alone. Make a special effort to 
call, visit or invite someone to share 
your joy. There is no way to give away 
love and joy without experiencing 
tremendous returns. The true Christmas 
spirit is characterized by giving: "God so 
loved the world that he gave..."

NEW OFFICERS ELECTED
The Board of Trustees for TBCH met In Chat

tanooga December 2. They elected officers for the 
coming year. They are 
chairman; Mr. Ronnie 
Bachelor, vice chairman; 
and Reverend Ted In
gram, secretary.

There were four new 
members elected to the 
Board. They are 
Reverend W. D. 
Thomason, Smyrna; 
Reverend Ivan Raley,
Waynesboro; Reverend Carl Allen, Murfreesboro; 
and Mr. John Robinson, Nashville.

The Executive Committee made up of nine 
members, three from each division of the state 
were also elected. They are as follows:

Dr. Carl Allen
Rev. John Ashby

Best 
Wishes 
for 
1981

flwwtfcwfc Merry Christmas Tennessee Baptists

TBCH IS HOME
I can remember a cold day, snow on the ground and time to leave for school again. Facing that cold 

walk in the traffic seemed too much. My feet would get stiff, my nose turn red, and my fingers grow 
numb but school must go on.

In the midst of a child's school-day dilemma, I can still recall my home life. It was Dad's kiss good-bye 
before leaving for work, sometimes two jobs, that helped me forget the cold walk to school. Then, my 
mother would always have a good hot breakfast ready to eat. I can still, somehow, smell the odor of 
crispy bacon. Mom would always have my clothes so nice and clean, and in those days everything was 
starched. I had a warm coat, mittens and boots. Mom and Dad surely loved me. These things all removed 
the unpleasant thought of my cold walk to school and any other difficulties in my life became much easier 
all through my childhood.

As time passed and I approached high school years our family hod increased. There were now six 
children. Mom and Dad. A great group! Being a teenager I naturally had a busy schedule. Attending 
school, football practice, basketball practice, class socials, etc. all kept me busy. These were good days 
but sometimes nothing about life seemed to go just right. A hard test, a dropped pass in the football 
game, long hours of basketball practice, a mile walk home, or losing a best friend sometimes became 
very frustrating for a normal highschooler.

Memory reminds me of the one reassuring influence — MY HOME. Mom would always have a good 
supper cooked and plenty of it. My bed was always ready for me with nice clean sheets. Sometimes when 
I was sleepy my Mom would even let me sleep that extra ten minutes she did not get. It was always good 
to know that no matter how difficult or sad situations were, HOME made me consciously aware of my 
parents' love.

Sometimes after a hard day either working, participating In school activities or dating I would come 
home late at night. No matter how late, my Mom would be awake, quietly waiting for my safe arrival and 
knowledge that all was well. Real love never fails. It was at Home that I learned to shore. It was there I 
learned to care. I learned of God’s Word and Jesus Christ.

As I recall those days they somehow seem more Important now than they did then. The love in my 
home must have been big because there were a lot of us and none of us missed any.

"There is no place like Home." This is a familiar slogan. We who serve at TBCH know that we can never 
quite be to the neglected children in our care exactly all that their Mom or Dad could possibly have been. 
However, the old saying "nothing ventured, nothing gained" seems to fit Tennessee Baptist and the Child 
Care Ministry.

We may never replace a parent but we believe our efforts, exemplified through lovely cottages in 
which to live, nutritional food, adequate and stylish clothing, medical care, and disciplined house parents 
administered from a compassionate heart of love, tend to make the very best substitute.

Only eternity knows the contribution of a good Home and even so the value of TBCH and Tennessee 
Baptists who seek to provide Homes for the Homeless.

Mr. Ronnie Bachelor 
Mrs, Vivian Cunningham 
Mr. Frank Ingraham 
Rev' Ted Ingram 
Rev. Pat Kough

Board Votes New Ministry
At the Annual Meeting of the Trustees of the TBCH a new ministry was unanimously voted. After a 

careful study, done by the Social Workers of the Memphis Home, the need of a Maternity Home for 
unwed mothers was dearly established. The Board, composed of twenty-seven (thirteen ministers and 
fourteen lay persons) enthusiastically voted to minister to this group of girls who decided against going 
the abortion route.

Twelve years ago, Dr. Mark Harris (now deceased) made a very strong and passionate appeal that 
TBCH consider taking this step. He gave the first money, $1,000, to be used for such a purpose. It has 
taken twelve years for the burden to weigh heavy enough upon th hearts of the TBCH Board to 
evoke this bold step.

The Home will be located in the Memphis area and will serve the entire state. It will meet all the 
requirements of the Standards of the Department of Human Services and hopefully all of the recommen
dations.

A special committee of the Board, named by the chairman, will begin work on the project in the very 
near future.

Many pastors across the state were talked with about the possibility of this action. Every one reacted 
positively and expressed appreciation for the idea. Now In the very near future that idea will become a 
reality. Join us in your prayerful support as the committee moves forward.

Mrs. Eunice Miller
Dr. Clifton Woolley

The Executive Committee meets quarterly and 
transacts the business of TBCH when the Board of 
Trustees is not meeting.

All of us have at one time or another lost a loved 
one. This is never a pleasant experience. One 
thing we con enjoy, however, is the memory of 
that person.

Perhaps you want to remember a loved one. 
either family or friend. What better way to share 
your loving memory than to send a gift to Ten
nessee Baptist Children’s Homes allowing God's 
love through you to minister in the name of your 
loved one.

Please feel free to use the form below. We will 
acknowledge your gift by personal letter to the 
family of the deceased informing them of your 
loving concern.

j MEMORIAL FORM—Please fill in and mail 

। with your contribution

Dote------------ - --------------- ----------------------

| Name of Deceased--------------- ----------------------

। City and State_-------------------—------------------
| Letter of Acknowledgement to go to:
[ Full Name_____________________________

I Street Address___________________________
I
| Donor is—

। Name_________________________________

| Street Address___________________________

| City and State___________________________
Mail to:

I Tennessee Baptist Children's Homes, Inc.
I P.O. Box 347
I Brentwood, Tennessee 37027
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BIBLE BOOK SERIES
Lesson for Dec. 21

UNIFORM SERIES
Lesson for Dee. 21

Ruths great descendant
By David L. Moore, pastor 

Lincoya Hills Baptist Church, Nashville

God sends the Saviour
By Ircel C. Harrison Jr., director of campus ministries 

Carson-Newman College, Jefferson City

Basic Passage: Matthew 1:1-25 
Focal Passage: Matthew 1:1-6, 18-21

Little did Ruth know that her meeting Boaz 
in the corn field would someday lead to the 
coming of a Saviour. Truly, Ruth’s greatest 
descendent is Jesus of Nazareth, the Christ. 
Ruth, a Moabite, a foreigner, was chosen as 
one of Jesus’ ancestors.

Answering the questions “who is Jesus? 
Whose son is he?,’’ Matthew shows Jesus as an 
heir of David and Abraham. God Himself has 
prepared for His com
ing. The genealogies 
found in the Bible are 
theologically important 
— they underline the 
continuity of God’s 
purpose being worked 
out in history. Mat
thew very clearly and 
emphatically claims 
that Jesus is indeed the
promised Messiah. Moore
“Jesus Christ’’ is a confession of faith. 

“Jesus’’ is the Old Testament word “Joshua,” 
meaning “the Lord of salvation.” “Christ” is 
the translation of “Messiah” or “annointed 
one.” Thus, salvation has come from the an
nointed One. Joshua was the man chosen to 
lead Israel to the promised land. This was a 
sign of things to come. Jesus is the fulfillment. 
The promised land is paralleled with the 
Kingdom of God (see Heb. 3-4). “Christ” is 
the term used to show the promised King had 
come (see 2 Sam. 7:12-13; Isaiah 2:1-5; 
Jeremiah 23:5-6). His purpose was to save 
Israel from her sins and bring them into the 
true Kingdom of God (1:21).

Genesis begins the Bible by saying, “In the 
beginning,” (1-1). Matthew says, “The book of 
genealogy of ...” (1:1). Thus he reproduces 
Genesis 5:1. Matthew is telling his readers a 
new beginning has come. Surely, all who 
believe in Jesus Christ have experienced a new 
beginning. (2 Corinthians 5:17). Israel, in 
historical times, had been a captive people. 
Now they were in bondage due to their own 
sin. Christ came to set them free.

This historical setting can be seen in Mat
thew’s approach. He divides the history of 
God’s people into three parts. Each segment 
contains 14 groups. The number 14 symbolizes 
completeness. From Abraham to David, 
Solomon to the Babylonian Exile, and return 
from exile to the birth of Jesus is the 
breakdown. This literary design is clearly Mat
thew’s. They are not to be taken as an exact 
figure for the generations belonging to each 
period. Matthew’s point is well taken. In Jesus 
Christ, God’s plan for the world is fulfilled. 
There will come no one else to deliver His peo
ple. Jesus is the final and greatest fulfillment 
of God (see Acts 4:12).

Ruth is mentioned in a very subtle way. 
Verse 5 says, “Boaz begat Obed of Ruth.” Her 
mentioning is of great importance. Tamar,

Rahab, and Bathsheba are also mentioned. 
These unlikely women are placed in this 
genealogy for a special reason. They are all 
ladies of the covenant. Each of these women 
either had kept the covenant or entered into 
the covenant by faith. Their inclusion shows us 
the covenant of God is one of grace. The 
heritage of Jesus is not one of saints but sin
ners. When we confess our sins, receive Jesus 
as Lord and Saviour, we join that select group 
of sinners saved by grace.

Verses 18-25 is the apex of birth. The 
mystery of the incarnation has baffled scien
tists, doctors, historians, theologians, and 
laymen alike. To believe Jesus would be born 
of a virgin Mary conceived by the Holy Spirit is 
a step of faith. Yet, it is true! John 1:14 says, 
“the Word became flesh, and dwelt among 
us.” How do we explain it? We don’t! The 
same God who opened and closed the Red Sea, 
who saved Daniel in the lion’s den, who led 
Israel into the Land of Canaan, is the same 
God who brought His son into the world. This 
writer explains the phenomenon of Jesus 
Christ by saying, “one day I met Him.” (see I 
John 1:1-2).

Matthew stresses the divine origin of Jesus. 
He affirms His double sonship — divine and 
human. The genealogy of verses 1-17 traces the 
human origin, the birth narrative shows the 
divine origin through Mary to the Holy Spirit. 
God Himself is uniquely present in Jesus 
Christ. Matthew simply affirms Jesus to be 
both man and God.

Joseph is shown to reinforce the claim that 
Jesus had no human father. Mary, being with 
child conceived of the Holy Spirit, was open to 
the suspicion of adultery. At any rate, Joseph 
knew the child was not his son. We are told 
Joseph was a “just” man. This can mean just 
or righteous. Joseph is pictured as one who 
wants to treat Mary justly. He wishes neither 
to excuse or reproach the one who has 
betrayed him. He truly must have loved Mary. 
He decides to break off with her secretly. He 
takes to the less of two Jewish laws. An 
adulteress could be stoned to death (Lev. 
20:10; Deut. 22:23). Jewish laws also provided 
for a divorce (Deut. 24:1). It is obvious that in 
his understanding of righteousness, he could 
not continue a relationship with someone who 
was unfaithful.

God, through an angel, reveals the truth to 
Joseph. While sleeping, he begins to dream. 
This angel shows Joseph that on a direct order 
from God, Jesus is his legitimate son. Thus the 
Davidic succession is complete.

Jewish law gave the honor of naming a child 
to the father. In the Biblical tradition, a name 
defines or characterizes a person. In Jesus, 
God reveals His mission. Jesus Christ came to 
save men from their sins. Sin belongs to per
sonal, moral choice, not biology. Thus the 
redemptive role of Jesus is affirmed from the 
very first. Jesus has come to save men, not 
from political or material domination (Roman 
aggression of His day), but from their sins.

BIBLE PUZZLE ANSWERS

Ma bbh nnanBBS bhm Haassaa anas heeb

naan bees see ansa ana anas BOB SHOE BBB3
SSHSEnBISESHanna asm sbbSEBS HBEB EBB 
sees aaa bob
"Little children, keep yourselves from idols” 
(I John 5:21).

Basic Passage: Matthew 1:18 to 2:23
Focal Passage: Matthew 1:18-25

When American astronauts returned from 
man’s first journey to the moon, President 
Nixon rather overstated the importance of the 
event when he called it, 
“The greatest week in 
the world since crea
tion.” Certainly more 
significant for all 
mankind was the visit 
of the Son of God to 
this planet 2,000 years 
ago.

Throughout this 
week’s passage, we see
Matthew’s pattern of Harrison 
citing Old Testament Scriptures to undergird 
his account (1:23, 2:6, 2:15,2:16-17, 2:23). 
Although the appropriateness of some of these 
references may be strained, the point Matthew 
is attempting to make with his readers is that 
everything occurring is the unfolding of God’s 
plan for man’s redemption.

The birth of Jesus (Matt. 1:18-25)
Matthew’s account of Jesus’ birth em

phasizes His relationship to the people of 
Israel. The two names He was given shows 
this. The name “Jesus” was a popular Jewish 
name, the Greek form of the Old Testament 
“Joshua,” meaning “God is salvation.” This 
both identified Him with His people and with 
His coming work, “for He will save His people 
from their sins” (verse 21).

The other name, “Emmanuel,” meaning 
“God with us,” declares His deity. Matthew 
found this name in Isaiah 7:14 and saw its ap
plicability to the Son.of God.

From the beginning of Matthew’s Gospel, 
Jesus is seen as both Man and God. He is the 
offspring of the lineage of David, but He is 
also the child “conceived...of the Holy Spirit 
(verse 20). The Gospel writer does not attempt 
to explain how Jesus Christ could be both man 
and God; he simply affirms it and goes on with 
his report.

The visit of the wise men (Matt. 2:1-12)
Matthew’s intent in his Gospel is to show 

that Jesus is not only the Messiah of Israel, but 
also the Saviour of the entire world. It is not 
strange, then, that Matthew reports the 
coming of the wise men (or magi) to worship 
and honor the newborn child. This incident 
foreshadows the Christian mission to the Gen
tiles.

The visit of the wise men would not seem 
strange to first century readers. In that day 
there was a feeling of expectation, a waiting 
for the appearance of a new world ruler or king 
who would unite all mankind. Men anxiously 
sought signs of His coming.

These visitors, called magi, were the descen
dants of a Medean tribe who had become 
teachers and instructors to the Persian kings. 
Skilled in philosophy, medicine, and natural 
science, they practiced both science and 
pseudo-science. At their best, they were good 
and intelligent men, seekers of truth. Obvious
ly, these wise men were seekers of the truth no 
matter where it might be found.

The tradition that there were three wise men

CHURCH FURMTUR
At a price 

Any Church Can Afford 
Write or call

WAGONER BROS.
MFG. CO.

Tel. (501) 675-2468 
Booneville, Arkansas

72927 

doubtless evolved from the three gifts which 
they brought. The Gospel does not indicate the 
number involved.

According to Barclay, we can see within 
each of the gifts a symbol which reflects some 
characteristic of Jesus and His ministry. Gold, 
a highly significant metal even in our day, is 
the gift fit for a king. Frankincense, used in 
Temple worship and at Temple sacrifices, is a 
gift for a priest. Myrrh, which was used to em
balm bodies of the dead, is the gift for one who 
is to die. The gifts point to Jesus’ roles as the 
true king of all men, the perfect high priest, 
and through His death, the saviour of all men.

The flight into Egypt (Matt. 2:13-23)
This final section brings into focus an im

portant factor in all that takes place 
throughout the account of Jesus’ birth — the 
significant role of Joseph.

Joseph is often the “forgotten man” in the 
nativity accounts, but his responsiveness to 
God’s leadership and his willingness to accept 
responsibility are essential to God’s plan.

When the angel of the Lord first appears to 
a confused Joseph, he addresses him as a “son 
of David.” This is certainly appropriate. Not 
only is it genealogically correct, but the task 
for which Joseph has been selected is one fit 
for a spiritual descendant of the great king.

Joseph is the one who discerns God’s leader
ship and warnings through a series of dreams 
(1:19-21; 2:13; 2:19-20; 2:22). Not only does he 
understand what God is saying, he has the 
courage to act. His faith in God’s leadership 
should be a great challenge to us.

A careful reading of this passage discounts 
the image as a simple carpenter who lingers on 
the fringes of the accounts of Christ’s birth. 
The person who emerges is a strong, con
secrated man of God who is willing to accept 
the responsibility of protecting and nurturing 
the vulnerable baby who will provide the salva
tion for all mankind.

The nativity is indeed the story of God’s 
penetration of history in human form as a little 
child, but it is also the account of faithful men 
and women who readily gave themselves as 
part of His divine plan — people like Mary, 
Joseph, and the wise men. Just as God used 
them, He wants to use us to carry out His great 
commission. The only hands, feet, and mouths 
He has to do that work are the ones we volun
tarily devote to His service.

East Tenn, adds 
Cosby church

The congregation of Caney Creek Baptist 
Church in Cosby was voted into the member
ship of East Tennessee Baptist Association 
during its recent annual meeting. The group is 
led by Pastor William Clark, Cosby.

In other action, messengers elected a new 
moderator, Hugh Lee Simmons, pastor of 
Point Pleasant Baptist Church. He succeeds 
Stan Rushing, pastor of First Baptist Church 
in Newport, in the post.

Also elected for the first time were vice- 
moderator Bill Changers, a member of Lincoln 
Avenue Baptist Church; and treasurer 
Clarence Myers, a member of Northport Bap
tist Church. Re-elected as clerk was Mrs. Clay 
Laws, a member of Pigeon Valley Baptist 
Church.
Northport church, Point Pleasant church, and 
Centerview Baptist Church are scheduled to 
host the 1981 sessions of the annual meeting.

FIBER GLASS BAPTISTRIES
Repair Old and Build New

Call me, home phone 615-373*0710 
A.M. ASHBAUGH or write

P.O. Box 22894, Nashville, Tenn. 37202
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life and work series
Lesson for Dec. 21

Saviour and Lord
Hungarian Baptist churches 
increase building programs

By John N. Vaughan, assistant pastor 
East Park Baptist Church, Memphis

Basic Passage: Luke 2:1-20 
Focal Passage: Luke 2:1-14

Henry G. Bosch once wrote, “Socrates 
taught for 40 years, Plato for 50, Aristotle for 
40, and Jesus for only three. Yet the influence 
of Christ’s three-year ministry infinitely 
transcends the impact left by the combined 130 
years of teaching from these men who are 
among the greatest philosophers of all 
antiquity.’’

Perhaps the greatest mystery of Christian 
life is the incarnation of God in human flesh. 
Philippians 2:5-11,13 
describes two dimen
sions of God inhabiting 
flesh: (1) In Christ, vs. 
7-8; and in Christians, 
vs. 13. Also, Coloss- 
sians 1:26-27 says, 
“Even the mystery 
which hath been hid
den from ages and 
from generations, but 
now is made manifest Vaughan 
to His saints, to whom God would make 
known what is the riches of the glory of this 
mystery among the Gentiles, which is Christ in 
you, the hope of glory.**

In the fall of 1775, the manager of 
Baltimore’s largest hotel refused lodging to a 
man dressed like a farmer, who in actuality 
was Thomas Jefferson, vice-president of the 
United States. After Jefferson had, registered 
at a smaller hotel and the other manager had 
discovered the identity of the guest he had 
turned away, he invited Jefferson to return as 
his personal guest. The famed patriot’s reply 
was, “...if he has no place for a dirty 
American farmer, he has none for the vice- 
president of the United States.’*

Similar experiences are recorded in history 
as having actually happened to Queen Victoria 
and Emperor Peter the First of Russia who laid 
aside their royal robes to visit unannounced 
among the citizens of their land. Jesus, 
however, was announced as King of Kings, and 
men still chose to reject Him.

Just as chapter one of Luke records how 
God fulfilled His promise to Zacharias, this 
second chapter tells how the promise to Mary 
was fulfilled.

The ancestral mandate (Luke 2:1-5)
Luke’s simple statement, “there went out a 

decree from Caesar Augustus, that all the 
world should be taxed,’’ pinpoints the time of 
Christ’s birth. As the first emperor of the 
Roman Empire, Caius Octavius, who came to 
be known as Augustus, ruled Rome from 31 
B.C. until his death in A.D. 14 at the age of 66.

The familiar word “dogma’’ is the Greek 
word for “decree.” While the Jews were ex
empted from military service in the Roman ar
my, they were obligated to participate in the 
census and taxes.
'“Though not used until verses 9 and 11 by 
Luke, a common title for Roman emperors 
used on inscriptions was “Lords of the 
World.” Lordship meant tyranny in many in
stances. Two different Greek terms are used in 
the New Testament to describe the Lordship of 
Jesus, despotes and kurios. Despotes denotes 

’ “absolute ownership” and unlimited power.
The most popular term for “Lord” in the 

# Bible is kurios. It appears 749 times in the New 
Testament. It is used as a title for (1) one to 
whom service is due (Ephesians 6:5), (2) an 
emperor or king (Acts 25:26), (3) respect for a 
father (Matt. 21:30), (4) courtesy addressed to 
a stranger (John 12:12; 20:15, Acts 16:30), (5) 
Jehovah (Matt. 4:7, James 5:11) and (6) per
sonal title used for Jesus by His disciples.

Joseph’s trip from Nazareth to Bethlehem is 
a 50-mile venture. This small town, located six 

j miles south of Jerusalem, was David’s 
birthplace (I Samuel 17:12f, 17:58), the scene 
of Rachel’s death (Genesis.35; 19) jand.became 

the home of Ruth. There is no record of Jesus 
ever visiting this town after His birth.

The appointed messengers (Luke 2:6-14)
The birth of Jesus is plainly described as be

ing “her firstborn child” (vs. 7). Mary later 
has at least four other sons named James, 
Joseph, Simon, and Judas (Matthew 13:55, 
Mark 6:3, Acts 1:14). Jesus later gives a 
spiritual interpretation concerning His true 
relatives (Matthew 12:46-50).

Shepherds tended to be a socially rejected 
group in Jesus’ day. Much earlier David had 
fought both lion and bear in these same 
pastures. Re-read the “Shepherd Psalm” 
(Psalm 23) and think of it as describing Jesus 
(Hebrews 13:20, I Peter 2:25), and notice the 
use of the word “shepherd” as “pastor” in 
verse one. He is the pastor’s Pastor and is 
visibly represented by our own pastor. 
“Christ” in verse 11 means “annointed” or 
dedicated for a four-fold shepherd’s ministry 
of “seeking,” “saving” (Luke 19:10), “serv
ing” (Gal. 5:13), and “securing” (Romans 
8:35-39).

Angels (vs. 9,10,13,15) are mentioned 294 
times in Scripture. Their Greek name means 
“messenger.” Their message was one of 
“great joy” unto all people (vs. 10) who accept 
Jesus as “Saviour” (vs. 11) and Lord. While 
the Bible focuses on Jesus as “Saviour,” the 
message of Christmas is an invitation to 
acknowledge Him as Lord and Master. Both 
the shepherds and the angels become models of 
that loyalty to lordship in action.

Tennessee evangelist 
called to pastorate

Southern Baptist evangelist David Walker is 
now serving as pastor of Memorial Baptist 
Church in Maryville.

A full-time Tennessee evangelist for the past 
14 years, Walker held several church 
pastorates before that. These included: First 
Baptist Church in Cleveland, Broadway Bap
tist Church in Maryville, Signal Mountain 
Baptist Church at Signal Mountain, and 
Washington Pike Baptist Church in Knoxville.

He has served on the Executive Board of the 
Tennessee Baptist Convention and as chair
man of the committee on boards, TBC.

A native of Knoxville, Walker is a graduate 
of Carson-Newman College in Jefferson City 
and attended Southwestern Baptist 
Theological Seminary in Fort Worth.

THE BIBLE SCHOOL
of Carson-Newman College

Announces the course offerings 
for the Spring Semester

Theology
Three hours, Monday Evenings

Speech
Two hours, Tuesday Afternoons

New Testament
Three hours, Tuesday Evenings 

Understanding the Bible 
Two hours, Tuesday Evenings

Old Testament
Three hours, Thursday Evenings

Religious Cults
Two hours, -Saturday Mornings 

All Courses meet on campus 
at Jefferson City

For brochure and enrollment forms write: 
Wm. J. Purdue, The Bible School, 

Carson-Newman College 
Jefferson City, TN 37760

BUDAFOK, Hungary (BP) — Hungarian 
Baptists are constructing new church buildings 
at a rate unparalleled in recent times, accord
ing to a Southern Baptist Foreign Mission 
Board executive.

After a tour of Baptist work in Hungary, 
J. D. Hughey, the board’s director for Europe 
and the Middle East, said he was impressed by 
the vitality of the churches and the hospitality 
of the people.

The Hungarian government has given Bap
tists permission to build 20 churches, Hughey 
said. Many of them already are under con
struction.
“It is extremely important in communist 

countries to have buildings,” he said, 
“because worship is allowed only in officially 
recognized places of worship.”

Hughey said he preached in Budafok to 
about 150 people in an 80-year-old building 
that belonged to a German Baptist group 
before World War II. The congregation is 
renting the building from the government 
while constructing its own building with a 
seating capacity of 500-600, a short distance 
away.

The church has already spent $100,000 on 
the project, all but $4,000 coming from local

Niota man to lead 
McMinn-Meigs work

Robert D. Kelley, pastor of First Baptist 
Church in Niota, was elected moderator of 
McMinn-Meigs Association recently. He suc
ceeds Ronald Sorah, pastor of First Baptist 
Church, Calhoun, in the post.

Ernest Condec, pastor of Goodsprings Bap
tist Church, will serve as vice-moderator. Two 
laypersons, Gordon Michaels and Bea Gardner 
will serve as treasurer and clerk respectively. 
Michaels is a member of First Baptist Church 
in Riceville, and Gardner’s membership is at 
First Baptist Church in Athens.

CHURCH FURNITURE
c - • 1 by LINDSEY
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utinnine  ̂/leofiAe ta ^eet lAueu^A JjfeSns oAutisf.

(AAruee SAuneAaej SAcAceiA iAnaeefftAeetyes tn ce-niinne see&intp 
SAauiAeun A&a/itisl cAuucAe& in (Ate ^einue.

funds, Hughey said. The completed building 
will cost $250,000. Only two workers on the 
project are paid — the rest are volunteers from 
the predominantly young congregation. The 
money spent thus far on the building does not 
include that labor.

Often, funds have been depleted, but con
tributions on Sunday would enable them to 
continue building the next week. Many of the 
families give 20 to 30 percent of their income to 
the church, Hughey added.

The church, Hughey says, is typical of the 
churches in this eastern Europe country which 
have building projects underway.
“Southern Baptists have each year, for a 

number of years, given a small amount to help 
with building,” he said. “We have a great op
portunity now to help Hungarian Baptists con
struct buildings that are needed and that have 
government authority.”

CHURCH FURNITURE 
From Factory to Church 

RAINSVILLE CHURCH PEW 
COMPANY

220 Rainbow Ave.. S.W. 
Rainsville, Ala. 35986 

Phono 205-638-2467 or 638-3882
We upholster existing pews.

SUNRISE

April 16-18, 1981

Ridgecrest Baptist

A MEANINGFUL EXPERIENCE OF 
EASTER FOR JUNIOR AND SENIOR 
HIGH YOUTH

Total Cost: $39.00 per person
Featuring*. Anna Marie Edgemon, Rich 
Liner, Everett Robertson, and Bill Cox. 
For reservations send S10.00 per person 
deposit to SunRise, Ridgecrest Baptist 
Conference Center, Box 128, Ridgecrest, 
North Carolina 28770. (One sponsor 
must accompany every 5 youth.)

SunRise is directed by the Conference 
Center Program Promotion Section, 
BSSB.
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Mystery methods cloud smuggling techniques
By Norman Jameson

NASHVILLE (BP) — “Then comes 
Gavrilov’s booming order on a megaphone: 
‘Stop the meeting!’ *’
“Suddenly all is pandemonium. The 

amplifier used for shouting orders becomes a 
headsmasher. Tough burly youths rush 
through the crowd of worshippers, fists flying 
and the megaphone continuing to smash 
heads. Young women are flung about with 
fiendish glee. A military fire wagon drives up 
and points a heavy fire hose at the home and 
believers with crushing force....’’

This violent break-up of a house prayer 
meeting in Russia, graphically described in 
literature from Underground Evangelism, 
claims to paint a picture of Christian life in 
communist countries. It is for these members

of “the suffering church” that Bible smugglers 
risk their lives and liberty.

Through the air, the mails, in false compart
ments of suitcases, in trunks and frames of 
automobiles, and by the armload across for
bidden barriers under cover of darkness, the 
smugglers try every means imaginable to get 
Bibles, Testaments, and tracts safely and 
discriminately into the hands of believers who 
otherwise would not have access to them 
because of the repressive tactics of atheistic 
governments.

At least that is the image some three dozen 
smuggling groups promote to appeal for 
dollars to continue their work. Testimony 
from some of their own literature indicates 
their clandestine operations are more sensa-

Medicare Supplement Information
TO: ALL MEDICARE MEMBERS

SUBJECT: NEW CHANGES IN MEDICARE THAT AFFECT YOU

Dear Medicare Member:

The Social Security Administration has recently announced certain changes that 
were made in the MEDICARE program — changes which will directly or indirectly 
affect every MEDICARE member.

tional than effective and they might even en
danger local Christians.

Literature from the group Jesus to the Com
munist World, Inc., founded by Richard 
Wurmbrand, says, “When secret couriers can
not bring Bibles, Christian literature, and 
material aid into an area personally, it is 
launched in special sea packages or dropped 
from planes flying over or near communist 
countries.” Ed Plowman, former news editor 
for Christianity Today, says loads of Bibles 
have been dumped on Baptist steps for the 
locals to finish distribution. That is denied by 
the smugglers.

Cloak and dagger techniques make com
munist authorities suspect that what is being 
smuggled in is subversive material, especially 
since the United Bible Societies have legally im
ported over 13-million Bibles and New 
Testaments into Eastern Europe since 1945.

Plowman says that Bible smuggling was 
responsible for closing the Russian border to 
legal importation. When legal Bibles were 
flowing into the Soviet Union by the thousands 
every year, a van carrying hundreds of con
cealed Bibles was discovered, making the 
government feel the Bible must be an insurrec
tionist publication, so it stopped legal importa
tion. A 1978 customs agreement between 
Finland and Russia puts the Bible beside 
whiskey, drugs, and weapons as imports pro
hibited from Finland to Russia.

An increasingly popular method, utilized by 
at least three organizations, is to mail Bibles, 
New Testaments, and Scripture portions to

If you do not fully understand what benefits are payable under MEDICARE, please 
return the attached card at once so that we may furnish this vital information about 
the changes in MEDICARE, along with a detailed description of a privately spon
sored MEDICARE SUPPLEMENT INSURANCE PLAN.

We will also furnish you with Information about a 
program designed to help relieve the MEDI
CARE member funeral expense. Do you know 
that Social Security can help pay funeral ex
pense? This important information will be fur
nished without cost or obligation.

every person in the telephone book in com
munist cities. Sometimes they use the same 
telephone books, resulting in duplications.
“Through New Testament Letter Ministry, 

the postal systems of communist lands are 
made to unwittingly participate in distributing 
the Word of God!” says literature from 
Evangelism to Communist Lands.

But some people more familiar with the 
Soviet Union’s postal system say it isn’t possi
ble that many, if any, Scriptures get through.

Lev Ulanovsky, a Jewish activist who left 
the Soviet Union in November 1979, says that 
postal customs agents open all packages con
taining books, and religious books are con
fiscated. As a secret Hebrew teacher, friends 
sent him books of both a religious and secular 
nature. The religious books did not arrive 
while the others did.
“lam absolutely sure that Jewish religious 

books do not get through," Ulanovsky said. 
“I am almost sure that Christian material 
would be the same because I know how the 
Russian system works.”

Evangelism to Communist Lands is so sure 
that the postal delivery system does not work 
for Bibles for the W'orld that its leader, 
Haralan Popov, has challenged Rochunga 
Pudaita, head of Bibles for the World, to 
prove people are receiving the Bibles. Popov 
asked Pudaita for the names of 10 people to 
whom he had sent New Testaments. Popov of
fered to send field representative Eddie Lofton 
and another person to Russia to verify receipt. 
If they found the persons had received the 
Scriptures, Evangelism to Communist Lands 
would foot the bill and help Pudaita print and 
distribute more Bibles. If they found no one 
had received the Bibles, Pudaita would cover 
the expenses. Pudaita declined the challenge.

Lofton said the difference in their methods 
is that he sends only Scripture portions in letter 
form, which have a much greater chance of 
getting through than the book-size packets that 
Pudaita sends.

Pudaita’s dream is that every person in the 
world with a telephone should receive a Bible 
through the mail. But when Ken Taylor, 
translator of the Living Bible, researched the 
effectiveness of a Bible-mailing into Japan, he 
dropped his support of the project, according 
to Russell Self, distribution consultant for the 
American Bible Society. The ABS has also 
declined to use such methods, Self saying, 
“It’s not a viable thing for us.”

Occasionally smugglers are caught. General
ly they are briefly detained or refused entry 
and their Bibles are confiscated, probably to 
be sold by the guards for $300 each on the 
black market. While Wurmbrand says, “You 
can’t smuggle without (someone) being 
caught,” Lofton says no one from his group 
has been caught because they do not send peo
ple who are not well trained.

Three American youths were imprisoned for 
34 days last summer on charges of attempting 
to smuggle Bibles into Czechslovakia. The 
three, two men and one woman, said they were 
treated well while in prison. They were kept 
apart from each other and were questioned but 
were not interrogated.

Jerry Cadenhead, son of the associate 
evangelism director of the Florida Baptist Con
vention, was jailed briefly last summer in 
Turkey for distributing Bible tracts in 
mailboxes.

Bible smugglers do not agree among 
themselves which is the most effective method 
of getting Bibles into communist countries. 
They are grateful for any Bibles others can 
bring in legally, but will not be convinced legal 
distribution is sufficient.

But it is apparent that while religious oppres
sion in communist countries is a fact, potential 
contributors to Bible smuggling groups would 
do well to look beyond the cloak and dagger 
accounts before committing their money or 
support.
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I would like further information concerning a 
protection plan that helps cover the charges 
Medicare does not pay.
I would like further information on how Social 
Security can help pay funeral expense.
I would like further information on $100.00 per 
day hospital expense plan.

_________________________ Dote of Birth Is:

5tote. Zip.

CUT ALONG DOTTED LINE AND MAIL

STUDY FINDS IMMIGRANTS NOT A 
BURDEN ON TAXPAYERS — “Immigrant 
families start earning more than native-born 
American families, on the average, within 10 
years after arriving in the United States. Fur
ther, according to research done for a Federal 
study commission, from the time of their ar
rival, they contribute more in taxes than they 
take in public service^. The studies also show 
that children of immigrants, after an initial 
disadvantage, tend to overtake the children of 
native-born families in academic performance, 
as measured by years of schooling and percen
tage of children completing college. T. Paul 
Schultz, an economist and demographer at 
Yale University, sought to explain the 
scholastic achievement of immigrant children 
by suggesting that immigrants were ‘selectively 
drawn from their country of birth’ and ‘more 
strongly inclined to invest in their children’s 
schooling than are native American parents.’ 
Professor Schultz said that ‘years of schooling 
completed is a powerful predictor of lifetime 
earnings.’” (NEW YORK TIMES, 9/22/80)
CRIME TRENDS — “For the period 
January-June, 1980, the number of Crime In
dex offenses reported to law enforcement 
agencies throughout the United States during 
the first six .months of 1980 increased 10 per
cent over the same period of 1979. When com
pared with the same periods of 1979, the Crime 
Index increased 9 percent during the first 
quarter of 1980, and increased 11 percent dur
ing the second quarter. An increase of 10 per
cent occurred in both the violent and property 
crime categories for January-June, 1980. Of 
the violent crimes, robbery showed the largest 
increase, 13 percent. Forcible rape rose 12 per
cent, aggravated assault rose 7 percent, and 
murder rose 3 percent. Of the property crimes, 
burglary showed the largest increase, 12 per
cent, while larceny — theft rose 9 percent and 
motor vehicle theft rose 4 percent.” (Uniform 
Crime Reports,” Oct. 15/80)


