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Bobbie Durham 
dies Jan. 20

Bobbie Durham, editorial assistant for 
the Baptist and Reflector since Aug. 24, 
1971, died Jan. 20 from injuries sustained 
in an automobile accident. She was 34 
years old.

A funeral service was held Jan. 22, at 
2:30 p.m., at Two Rivers Baptist Church, 
Nashville. Burial followed at Nashville’s 
Woodlawn Memorial Park.

The accident occurred Jan. 15 as Mrs. 
Durham was traveling to the Nashville 
airport to provide news and 
photographic coverage of the departure 
of six Tennessee Baptist laymen who 
were going to Upper Volta to aid in joint 
relief projects of the Tennessee Baptist 
Convention and the Foreign Mission 
Board.

According to Nashville police, Mrs. 
Durham had pulled over to the side of 
Nolensville Road as a fire truck passed. 
Not realizing that another truck was ap
proaching, she apparently pulled back 
onto the street and was sideswiped by the 
second truck. She sustained massive 
head injuries and was unconscious from 
the time of the accident until her death 
five days later.

Born in Denver, Colo., Mrs. Durham 
was a journalism graduate of the Univer
sity of Texas at El Paso, and had done 
additional study at Middle Tennessee 
State University, Murfreesboro.

Before joining the Baptist and Reflec
tor staff, she was editorial assistant for 
the Baptist Program, a publication of the 
SBC Executive Committee, Nashville. 
Previously, she was employed by the 
Baptist Sunday School Board, Nashville, 
and had been a reporter for the Rocky 
Mountain Journal, Denver, Colo.

Mrs. Durham was an active member 
of Two Rivers Baptist Church, Nashville.

She is survived by her husband, David 
L. Durham; an 11-year-old son, David; 
her mother, Mrs. Doris Bagley of 
Denver, Colo.; and a brother, Bill Bagley 
of Las Vegas, Nev.

Bobble Durham

By Charlie Warren
Lostness, spiritual awakening, en

couragement, and the need for pastors to 
deliver God’s message to a troubled 
world were the recurring notes in a sym
phony of messages preached to large 
crowds gathered for the 1981 Tennessee 
State Evangelism Conference in 
Nashville last week.

Bailey Smith, president of the 
Southern Baptist Convention and pastor 
of First Southern Baptist Church, Del City, 
Okla., spoke to a standing room only 
crowd at Belmont Heights Baptist 
Church Monday night, and more than 
3,500 people who braved the rainy 
weather Tuesday night to attend 
“laymen’s night’’ at Nashville’s re
nowned Opry House.

Smith told the crowd that when he 
thinks of the 52 Americans who were held 
hostage for 444 days in Iran, he is 
reminded of 100-million lost people in the 
United States who are hostages to sin.

“When I heard that the hostages were 
coming home, I thought of the hymn, 
‘The Way of the Cross Leads Home,’ ” 
Smith declared.

Preaching Tuesday night on the prod
igal son, Smith said the Biblical parable 
shows that sin is seen as serious, that the 
only antidote to sin is a Saviour, that the

Bailey Smith

Scholarship fund established
A Bobbie Durham Memorial Scholarship Fund, established by Mrs. 

Durham’s family, will be used to aid students interested in religious jour
nalism.

The fund, administered by the Tennessee Baptist Foundation, was set up in 
honor of Mrs. Durham after she died of injuries sustained in an automobile ac
cident. She was editorial assistant for the Baptist and Reflector for about 10 
years.

Contributions to the scholarship fund should be sent to the Tennessee Baptist 
Foundation, P.O. Box 347, Brentwood, Tn. 37027.

Father is found faithful, that sinners 
seek to be saved, and the devil is dealt 
defeat.

Ringing out “Echoes of Encourage
ment.” Smith used Exodus 15:23 as his 
text for Monday night’s message. From 
it, he suggested four great en
couragements: the battle is the Lord's, 
the rejoicing belongs to the redeemed, 
blessings always come through burdens, 
and the best is yet to be.

“The real battle in my life is to have 
more of the Lord and let the Lord do 
more of my fighting,” Smith admitted. 
“If we do what we can do, we’ll get what 
we can get. But if we allow God to do 
what God can do, we’ll get what God can 
get. Frankly, I’ve had it with what 
preachers can do and what musicians 
can do. I’m ready for what God can do.”

In the Exodus passage, the people 
came to bitter waters. Moses, following 
God’s instruction, threw' a tree into the 
water to make it sweet.

“That tree in bitter waters represents 
the cross of Jesus Christ,” Smith said. 
“What are we going to do with bitter 
political struggle? It’s the cross. What 
are we going to do with child abuse in 
America? It’s the cross. What are we go
ing to do with a nation lame with sin? It’s 
the cross of Jesus Christ. What are we 

. going to do with domestic strife? It’s the 
cross of Jesus Christ. What are we going 
to do with evil rampant from coast to 
coast? It’s the cross of Jesus Christ - 
the only way to make the bitter waters of 
America sweet!”

Church growth specialist Ron Lewis, 
senior consultant of Church Growth

(Continued on page 2)
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1981 Evangelism Conference
(Continued from page 1)

Designs, Inc., of Nashville, said the 
crucial question facing the Church today 
is, “is the gospel really for everybody or 
just our kind?” Lewis led a Bible study 
at each of the conference’s four sessions.

“Lost sheep are giving out all kinds of 
sounds about wanting to be saved, but 
they are not church sounds,” Lewis ex
plained. “They are coming to the church 
and saying, ‘Is there any word about my 
marriage — my wife has left me and my 
kids are gone and I don’t know what to 
do?’ Sometimes they are calling out, 
‘Can you help me find my way?’

“Is there any chance at all that there 
are some folks out there, a neighbor, a 
brother, a sister, a daughter, somebody 
that’s a friend of yours, that somehow 
the church got so busy ‘doing church’ 
that we went off and left him and he 
doesn’t know his way back?” Lewis 
asked.

He said the shepherd will seek that 
sheep until he finds it.

“And when he finds that sheep, he 
doesn’t take the shepherd’s staff, crack 
him over the head, and preach him a ser
mon all the way back to the sheep corral 
saying, ‘I’m going to drag you back until 
your hide comes off and when you get 
back, you’re going to learn to behave.’ 
No. The Scripture says the shepherd 
bends down, puts the sheep on his 
shoulders, and carries him all the way 
back.

“Lost people need to be treated like 
lost sheep.”

Lewis explained that most people 
didn’t grow up in a church and can’t 
understand our message. He estimated 
that 97 percent of the world’s people will 
have to be reached by cross-cultural 
communication.

“We need people who are converts 
from the pagan pool to tell us how to 
reach other people in the pagan pool,” he 
suggested. “If you want prospects, win 
lost people - all of their friends are 
lost.”

“If you want your church alive with 
the breath of the Spirit and if you want 
the challenge of your lifetime, go out and 
tell anybody who will listen to you the 
story of Jesus Christ and tell them it is 
for whosoever will,” Lewis urged.

B.O. “Bo” Baker, pastor of Plymouth 
Park Baptist Church, Irving, Tex., em
phasized that deep concern for the lost 
will lead to a spiritual awakening.

“This business of care for a lost world 
is hard to come by,” Baker admitted. 
“You can’t counterfeit a genuinely car
ing heart. Care is something all of us 
must come to before there is a spiritual 
awakening.”

He said he is excited about the 
denomination’s emphasis on Bold Mis
sion Thrust, but “the easy part is getting 
excited about it - the hard part is put
ting shoe leather to it.”

He also believes Bold Mission Thrust is 
possible only if a spiritual awakening 
comes.

“God in heaven looks down at this old 
world, at many of us who have grown 
cold and listless and spiritually prodigal, 
and says, ‘Oh, if you would just wake up. 
I would shake this whole world if you 
would just wake up and take my 
message out.’

“This is our time,” Baker emphasized. 
“It’s the only time we’ll ever have. It’s 
the opportunity that God has given. Now 
don’t you blow it!”

Echoing the theme of spiritual 
awakening, Howard Ramsey, director of 
personal evangelism for the Home Mis
sion Board, asked, “People are longing 
for it (an awakening) but will it come?”

He pointed out that we cannot choose 

when, where, or how it will come, but we 
know it will be assisted by the Holy 
Spirit. He also said it begins with in
dividuals and it only comes to God’s peo
ple.

Frank Pollard, pastor of First Baptist 
Church, San Antonio, Tex., told of the ex
citement of the Christian life.

“What we really want to have, we 
must give away,” Pollard said. “Life is 
gained by giving life away. When you 
give your life to Jesus, He will give it 
back to you in abundance. You become 
encouraged by being an encouragement 
to someone else. If you want your church 
to encourage you,” he reminded the 
pastors, “then be an encouragement to 
your people. If you want your people to 
love you, love them.”

Several of the conference speakers 
spoke of the role of the pastor and the 
need for pastors to deliver God’s 
messages without hesitation or apology.

“We must come before our people with 
confidence, a certain sound, and a 
positive message,” said John Lee 
Taylor, pastor of West Jackson Baptist 
Church, Jackson. “Preach with expec
tancy. Preach with dependence on God. 
Preach with confidence. Preach with 
God’s power. Preach with a sense of 
love. Preach with a sense of gratitude.”

Ralph Stone, pastor of Two Rivers 
Baptist Church, Nashville, told his fellow 
pastors. “ You’re not a slave to the 
church you are serving - you are a slave 
to the Lord Jesus Christ. No matter 
where you serve, no matter what your 
circumstances, if you’ll develop a mind 
that God can use you, you’ll see God send 
the opportunities.”

A black Southern Baptist, Joseph 
Coats, pastor of Glendale Baptist 
Church, Miami, Fla., compared the 
pastor to the steering wheel of a car.

“He (the pastor) doesn’t give it its 
power, but he helps keep it in the road,” 
Coats said. “I’m an equipper and a car 
driver. I don’t mind driving the car to 
keep it on the road, because I’m in the 
car!”

He encouraged laymen to let the 
pastor steer the church and to let the 
driver know when there is something ap
proaching that might collide with it.

Texas Bo Baker also spoke of the im
portance of the pastor.

“People come to your church with a 
question, ‘Is there any word from the 
Lord?’ In 1981, people are still hungry for 
a word from a man who comes from his 

Bo Baker colls for spiritual awakening
B.O. “Bo” Baker told a Monday evening crowd at the 1981 State Evangelism 

Conference that the conference theme, “Spiritual Awakening,” implies that a 
“deep sleep has crept over us like a virus.”

The pastor of Plymouth Park Baptist Church, Irving, Tex., said Baptists need 
to wake up to what is happening in our own nation.

“Never before have so many had so much worth so little,” Baker began. 
“Never before have so many young people been willing to sacrifice so much to 
own their own homes and so little to save their marriages.

“Never before has a nation moved to man-made subdivisions only to build 
houses with fences instead of porches. Now they have a neighborhood without 
neighbors.

“Never before has a nation so increased its mechanization without a cor
responding increase in productivity. Never before has a nation produced a 
generation that is both more educated and less literate than their parents.

“While our leisure time has steadily increased so too has our crime rate, our 
divorce rate, and our suicide rate. Today we have new cars in every garage but 
we can’t afford the gas to use them. We have a TV set in every room but there’s 
nothing worth watching. The life expectancy is up but expectation is down.

“There are more and more buying less and less while in the world we have an 
ever larger circle of allies and an ever smaller circle of friends. We have more 
and more power but less and less influence. Never before has our arsenal been 
so strong and our will so weak.

“By making technology our theology, we have managed to raise our standard 
of living while lowering our standard for living.

God bless America if You can, but if You can’t, we’ll understand. Amen.” Bo Baker

study with a message, ‘Thus saith the 
Lord.’ ”

Other speakers at the conference in
cluded Tom Madden, executive secre
tary-treasurer of the Tennessee Baptist 
Convention, and Bob Kendig of Mem
phis, evangelist and immediate past 
president of the Tennessee Baptist 
Evangelists’ Conference. Layman Bill 
Brooks, Brotherhood director for Knox 
Baptist Association, Knoxville, gave his 
testimony at the Tuesday evening ses
sion.

Frank Charton, director of Tennessee 
Baptists’ church music department, led 
the music for the meeting.

Special music included Bill Cox of the Ron Lowb 
Baptist Sunday School Board, Nashville; 
the Two Rivers Baptist Church choir; 
Suzanne Townsend, First Baptist 
Church, Franklin; Bea Rolle, vocalist 
from the Bahamas and a student at Bel
mont College, Nashville; David Ford, 
Woodmont Baptist Church, Nashville;
Billy Appling, minister of music at Red 
Bank Baptist Church, Chattanooga; and 
the Tennessee Baptist Chorale, directed 
by Louis Ball Jr., chairman of the Fine 
Arts Division at Carson-Newman Col
lege, Jefferson City.

Malcolm McDow, director of Z 
evangelism for Tennessee Baptists, / 
coordinated the two-day meeting. Joseph Coats
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Bailey Smith announces plans for second term
I

By Dan Martin
NASHVILLE (BP) - Bailey Smith inerrancy. . , . ,

has ended speculation about his future A key cog in the strategy is election of 
plans with an announcement he will seek presidents committed to the inerrancy of 
renomination as president of the the Scriptures, as is Smith. The presi- 

- dent controls the machinery which ap-Southern Baptist Convention.
“I plan to be renominated,” Smith told 

Baptist Press. “People in high 
denominational posts as well as people in 
the field have been encouraging. I feel I 
need to do it.”

The announcement ended rumors 
Smith would bow out, as had his 
predecessor, Adrian Rogers, after serv
ing a single term at the helm of the na
tion’s largest Protestant denomination.

He added some of those encouraging 
him are “seminary professors,” and 
said Joe Ingram, executive director of 
the Baptist General Convention of 
Oklahoma, has asked to be allowed to 
present Smith’s name to the 1981 annual 
meeting of the Southern Baptist Conven
tion in Los Angeles.

Rumors indicated Smith, pastor of 
First Southern Baptist Church of Del City, 
Okla., would not run again, primarily 
because of pressures on his family in the 
wake of controversy over his remarks 
about Jews. He added that although he 
had received many threatening and 
abusive telephone calls at his home, his 
wife, Sandy, has encouraged him to seek 
a second term even though the position 
puts him in a sometimes uncomfortable 
spotlight.

Traditionally, presidents of the 
13.6-million-member denomination have 
served two one-year terms. Two recent 
presidents, Rogers, pastor of Bellevue 
Baptist Church of Memphis, and James 
L. Sullivan, retired president of the 
Southern Baptist Sunday School Board, 
declined to be renominated. Rogers, 
president in 1979, said he wished to 
devote full attention to his pastorate, and 
Sullivan, president in 1977, cited travel 
pressures.

Smith said he has heard no report of an 
opponent, but other SBC leaders say he 
may face a challenge at the Los Angeles 
meeting. Traditionally, second term in
cumbents have been unopposed.

Such an opponent likely would come 
from a group formed to counter the in
fluence of a faction promoting Biblical 
inerrancy. The inerrantists, led by Paul 
Pressler, a Houston appeals court judge, 
and Paige Patterson, president of 
Criswell Center for Biblical Studies in 
Dallas, are on record in their attempt to 
control SBC agencies and institutions by

BWA DAY — The meaning of commun
ion translates into any language. On 
Feb. 1, Baptists in 138 countries will 
join with this Burmese pastor in 
celebrating Baptist World Alliance Day.

electing trustees committed to Biblical 

points trustees.
A leader in the counter group, called 

“denominational loyalists” or “friends 
of missions,” Cecil Sherman, pastor of 
First Baptist Church of Asheville, N.C., 
said he does not know if an opponent will 
be proposed to Smith’s re-election.

EVANGELIST OFFICERS — New officers of the Tennessee Conference of Evangelists 
(left to right) Wade Clemmons of Morristown, president; Jim Lindsay of 
Elizabethton, vice-president; and Edsel Bone of Memphis, music director, are con
gratulated by out-going president Bob Kendig of Memphis.

Evangelists urge participants 
to reflect light, burn within

Pastors and evangelists who gathered 
for the 1981 Tennessee Conference of 
Evangelists in Nashville last week were 
admonished to be “little nobodies” 
aflame with “holy heartburn” who are 
on guard against “spiritual eclipses.”

The session, which preceded the State 
Evangelism Conference, was held at Bel
mont Heights Baptist Church, Nashville, 
Jan. 19.

Speaking on “The Man of God,” 
Evangelist Terry Wilkerson said, “If 
your thrust is to be popular, you’re not 
really a man of God. God is not in
terested in our being famous. We need to 
be little nobodies, telling everybody 
about Somebody who can save 
anybody.”

The credentials of the man of God, ac
cording to Wilkerson, which give him the 
authority to speak for God, are that he is 
saved, he is sent, he is surrendered, he is 
Spirit-filled, he is stationed, and he is suf
ficient for the task.

“We Southern Baptists have let the 
charismatics scare us to death,” he said. 
“We’re so afraid of the Spirit of God, 
most of our meetings are dead.”

Wilkerson said God has a place He 
wants each of us to be “stationed,” we 
simply need to find out where it is and 
what He wants us to do there.

“If Jesus doesn’t make you a pastor, 
you’ll never be a pastor. If Jesus doesn’t 
make you an evangelist, you’ll never be 
an evangelist,” he said. “Too many 
pastors are trying to be evangelists and 
too many evangelists are trying to be 
pastors.”

He said the hardest thing he has to do 
as an evangelist is to pray. “We need to 
pray for understanding. We need to pray 
for an annointing with His mighty power 
to preach His Word. We need to pray for

“I am watching and waiting,” Sher
man said, indicating a key factor in 
whether opposition will develop is 
Smith’s appointments to the committee 
on committees and the cordmittee on 
resolutions, which will be announced 
about an hour after the convention 
begins June 9.

Sherman, however, said a meeting is 
planned “sometime in February, some 
place in Texas” to discuss the issue. The 
core of the group will be “about the 
same” as a group which met in Gatlin- 

love. If people don’t know we love them, 
it doesn’t matter what we say, they won’t 
listen.”

Don Womack of Memphis, an 
evangelist for 33 years and current presi
dent of the Southern Baptist Conference 
of Evangelists, told the group that 
pastors and evangelists can experience 
spiritual eclipses in their lives.

He emphasized that there is no con
tradiction in the Scripture when in Mat
thew 5:14 Jesus said. ”Ye are the light of 
the world,” and in John 8:12 He said, “I 
am the light of the world.”

To guard against the spiritual eclipses 
of immorality, bitterness, and living 
under the circumstances, Christians 
should live ethical lives, depend on God 
to empower and use us. and start living 
on top of the circumstances, according to 
Womack.

Evangelist Charles “Tooney” Cash of 
Johnson City, referring to Luke 24:32, 
“Did not our hearts burn within us when 
he preached and opened the Scriptures,” 
said we need such “holy heartburn” to 
keep our lives on fire.

He said we need fuel - the Bible. We 
need flame - prayer. We need the 
fellowship of the coals - church life.

“When coals are separated, the fire 
will die down,” he said.

Concluding. Cash said we need a fan to 
fan the coals - soul-winning. “Nothing 
will keep your church aglow more than 
soul-winning.”

The evangelists elected Wade Clem
mons of Morristown as the new president 
of the Tennessee Conference of 
Evangelists. He succeeds Bob Kendig of 
Memphis. Jim Lindsay of Elizabethton 
was elected vice-president, Music 
Evangelist and Edsel Bone of Memphis 
will continue as music director. 

burg in September.
“Several of us have pondered several 

names (of candidates), but have not 
decided about offering any of them. We 
will talk about that in Texas,” he said. 
Neither Sherman, nor his brother, Bill, 
pastor of Woodmont Baptist Church in 
Nashville, would reveal those being con
sidered.

Cecil Sherman said the February 
meeting will discuss if it is best to offer 
opposition, and, if so, the chances of suc
cess. The final determination, he added, 
will be made after “Mr. Smith makes 
those (appointments). We will see if he is 
an independent person or is part of the 
Pressler-Patterson group.”

Smith, in his remarks to Baptist Press, 
said he has not made his choices for the 
two key committees. “I will appoint peo
ple who have a commitment to 
evangelism and to missions and who love 
the Word of God, but they also must be 

\ sold out to the goals and the system of the 
Southern Baptist Convention.

“I do not want troublemakers on those 
committees. I will do my best to bring 
harmony and peace (to the convention) 
and I think that will be reflected in my 
nominations.”
Editor sees place 

for Carter in SBC
RALEIGH, N.C.(BP)- Former Presi

dent Jimmy Carter is a “natural” for the 
j presidency of the Southern Baptist Con-

vention, according to the editor of the 
North Carolina Baptist newspaper.

J. Marse Grant, editor of the Biblical 
Recorder, in a letter to friends and news 
representatives, expressed the hope 
Carter and his wife, Rosalyn, will “re
enter” Southern Baptist life in a “most 
meaningful way.”

Carter, Grant said, would be “a 
natural” for president of the 13.6-million- 
member denomination. “I don’t believe 
he would have any difficulty being 
elected if he would give some of us the 
privilege of nominating him. Not in Los 
Angeles in June, of course, but later.”

The former president has been active 
in churches in his hometown of Plains, 
Ga., in Atlanta when he was governor of 
Georgia, and in Washington, D. C.. often 
teaching Sunday School classes. He also 
served on the SBC Brotherhood Commis
sion Board of Trustees prior to election 
as president in 1976.

Grant, in his letter, said he hopes 
Carter will pick up denominational rela
tionships as time permits, and suggested 
it would be appropriate for an SBC agen
cy, such as the Foreign Mission Board, to 
use the Carters as “ambassadors at 
large” both at home and abroad.

“At one time, when he was in office, 
Mr. Carter expressed an interest in some 
type of mission work,” Grant wrote. 
“Security problems would likely rule out 
their serving for any length of time, but 
they would make ideal emissaries if they 
were able to do so.”
Grand Canyon coach 
named to hall of fame

PHOENIX, Ariz. (BP) - Dave 
Brazell, baseball coach at Grand Canyon 
College for 27 years, has been inducted 
into the American Association of College 
Baseball Coaches Hall of Fame.

Brazell started the baseball program 
at the Southern Baptist-affiliated college 
in 1953. Since 1968, when the Antelopes 
became eligible for post-season play. 
Brazell has taken his team to the 
playoffs every year. He compiled a 
721-361 record, and in 1980, the team was 
champion of the National Baseball Tour
nament.
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A PERSONAL OBSERVATION

Bobbie Durham (1946-1981)
By Al Shackleford

Her name was Roberta Lou Bagley Durham, but to those who knew her, 
she was just “Bobbie” - no pretense or airs; just a friend. Last week, we 
lost her physical presence as she left this earthly life to enjoy the full 
manifestations of her spiritual life.

Tennessee Baptists have lost a true friend and valued worker. Death 
came to Bobbie at 6:41 p.m. on Tuesday of last week when her valiant 
heart stopped immediately as the life-support systems were disconnected 
- confirming that her beautiful, Jesus-saved soul had already departed 
to be with her loving Lord.

In many ways, this could be viewed as a tragedy. A vivacious 34-year- 
old lady had been taken from us at the height of her productivity and in
fluence. But those who knew this outstanding person were aware of how 
much of life she had packed into her 12,510 days on this earth.

Bobbie was a committed Christian and unashamedly a Tennessee 
Southern Baptist.

On Aug. 24, 1971, she joined the staff of the Baptist and Reflector as 
editorial assistant. During these nearly 10 years, she took hundreds of 
pictures and wrote thousands of articles and features about the activities 
of Tennessee Baptists and their churches.

Bobbie was extremely loyal to her family, her churchy and to the Ten
nessee Baptist Convention. No employer has the right to demand or even 
expect the kind of loyalty that she so generously gave.

Bobbie was a professional journalist in the highest definition of that 
term. Her dad, the late Henry L. Bagley, whom she admired greatly, was 
a college journalism professor, and he obviously had inspired her to seek 
the highest standards of her trade.

Bobbie never felt that she had “arrived.” She always pursued ways to 
improve her writing ability. She welcomed — even sought — criticism of 
her work. Many times she would bring to me an article or feature she had 
written, and asked for ideas to make it better. When I would tell her that 
she had done a “great job,” she refused to believe me.

Bobbie always looked forward to those occasional Tuesday morning 
staff critiques when we would analyze the issue that was just off the 
press. She would carefully mark a copy with any suggestions, and refer to 
it often.

One of her assignments was to read through the many church newslet
ters and bulletins that come to our office, searching for items that could 
be used in the Baptist and Reflector. Most times these would require addi
tional information, so many pastors and church workers would get a 
WATS line telephone call from a friendly, cheerful voice which began, 
“This is Bobbie Durham at the Baptist and Reflector. Could you give me 
some information about...?”

Bobbie was an excellent feature writer - especially when that feature 
dealt with a personality. Many of these appeared in print without her 
byline, since she never put her name on these and, in the rush of 
deadlines, I would neglect to give her a credit line.

Most of the articles about activities of various TBC departments came 
from Bobbie’s talent and typewriter, since the employees at the Baptist 
building learned it was best to give the information to her - rather than

CIRCULATION THIS ISSUE — 81,247

Alvin C. Shackleford, Editor

Charlie Warren baptist Bobbie Durham
Associate Editor and Editorial Assistant

Eura Lannom Reflector Martha Buster
Advertising. Subscriptions Production Assistant

Established 1835
Post Office Box 347, Brentwood TN 37027 

, Telephone: (615) 373-2255

Published weekly except New Year's week by the Executive Board of the Tennessee Baptist 
Convention ot Brentwood, Tennessee 37027. Subscription prices: $4.30 individual; clubs of ten or 
more, $4.00; church budget 6.5C per family per week when sent to 50 percent or more of church 
homes. Second class postage paid at Brentwood, Tennessee, and at additional mailing office.

Space forbids printing of resolutions and obituaries. Advertising rates on request.
Member of Baptist Press (BP) news service of the Southern Baptist Convention.

News-Journal of Tennessee Baptist Convention 
Tom Madden, Executive Secretary-Treasurer

BOARD OF DIRECTORS: Charles D. Earl, chairman; Roy Miller, vice-chairman; Harold Allen, Raymond 
Boston, Stanley Brumfield, E. E. Carrier, C. Ed Harris, James Hatley, Fred Kendall II, John Laida, 
Murphy Martin, Rudy Newby, Donald Pharris, Dennis Pulley, Jerry Songer, Fred Steelman, Matt 
Tomlin, and Osta Underwood.

risk it being lost on my cluttered desk.
Knowing Bobbie’s desire to get the news first in the Baptist and Reflec

tor, I feel she would have been upset that her death came the day after 
our Jan. 21 issue was printed — allowing us to be “scooped” by the 
Nashville daily newspapers!

Bobbie was a growing, searching Christian. Many times our staff coffee 
breaks would be extended because she wanted to discuss a Scripture 
passage or an ethical problem.

She was an active church member. You did not talk with Bobbie very 
long without realizing her love for Two Rivers Baptist Church of 
Nashville. During those hours I spent at Vanderbilt Hospital Jan. 15-20,1 
answered many calls — some long-distance — from young people whose 
lives she and her husband David had touched as church training 
counselors. She saw her responsibility as involving more than one hour on 
Sunday nights.

Bobbie sincerely loved people — and it showed. This was not only ob
vious to those who worked with her in the Baptist building, but also to peo
ple across Tennessee. One pastor commented that whenever she called, 
she seemed so interested in what his church was doing.

All of these things in themselves would have endeared Bobbie to all who 
knew her, but there is something else we remember. The greatest 
characteristic of Bobbie Durham was her attitude. I have never known 
anyone who was more joyous, enthusiastic, and excited about her work, 
in particular, and life, in general. In spite of allergies which often made 
her miserable, she was always a cheerful, optimistic person.

Sometimes on TV newscasts, an announcement is made that the usual 
reporter is “on assignment.” I take some comfort that Bobbie’s death 
came when she was “on assignment” - doing what she enjoyed, covering 
a story about what Tennessee Baptists are doing in the kingdom of God.

But in reality, Bobbie’s whole life was a 34-year assignment from God 
to show us how to live a life characterized by joy and optimism.

I have often heard the phrase - and have used it myself - that the im
portance of a life is “not how long one lives, but how one lives.” This was 
never more true than in the life of Bobbie Durham.

On the night of her fatal accident, I told my wife that, because Bobbie 
was always so excited about everything and wanted to be involved in 
what was going on, I did not know anyone who would enjoy heaven more.

Bobbie Durham has now gone from us physically.
Her typewriter is quiet.
Her cheerful voice is no longer heard around the Baptist and Reflector 

office.
Her smiling face will not be seen at any Tennessee Baptist meetings.
She will be sorely missed.
But Bobbie has left behind a record of achievements and many wonder

ful memories - and an example of how to live a meaningful life.

EDITORIAL

They’re home!
As if a huge yellow ribbon surrounded the entire nation, America 

welcomed 52 FORMER hostages back to our shores this past weekend.
Their release last week seemed to overshadow all other events — even 

the inauguration of Ronald Reagan as our 40th president. America’s 
minds and hearts were focused on an Iranian airport.

One indication of our interest came at the end of the morning session at 
last week’s Evangelism Conference. As the closing announcements were 
being made, these words were projected on Hie message screen, “They ’re 
in the air.” No other explanation was needed. The entire congregation 
stood and applauded.

The citizens’ bedtimes were delayed Tuesday night as we watched our 
valiant heroes arrive in Algeria and later in West Germany.

Then on Sunday, with eyes filled with tears (of joy), television allowed 
us to see their arrival at Stewart Air Force Base and to glimpse the reu
nion with 139 family members.

Most churches gave special recognition of the hostages’ return with 
special prayers and thanksgiving during Sunday services.

Although lesson topics are prepared years in advance, it is more than 
significant that the Sunday School lessons (Life and Work Series) for Jan. 
18 was on prayer qnd for Jan. 25 was on dealing with hostility.

Apparently, the former hostages are in good physical condition. 
However, there are some deep emotional scars. Our prayers, concern, 
and support for each of these must continue as they readjust to a life of 
freedom. J

Thank God, they’re home.
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Yettem to Sdttoi__
Letters on any religion-related subject are welcomed. Letters of over 300 words 
will not be used. Other letters may be shortened at the discretion of the editor. 
No unsigned letters will be printed, but writer’s name will be withheld for 
sufficient reason. Letters must contain complete address.

Christian politics
Dear editor:

Surely you are not so naive that you do 
not realize that there are many secular 
humanists, committed atheists, and 
amoralists who are determined to 
destroy the very foundations upon which 
this nation was built; and you in your posi
tion as editor of the Baptist and Reflector 
attack such moral men as Jerry Falwell, 
organizer of the Moral Majority, and 
James Robison, the very men who have 
enough courage to wage war against the 
amoral forces that are determined to 
secularize America. It is unbelievable.

It seems here in January, as President 
Ronald Reagan’s inaugural music plays 
in the background, that you have 
underestimated this “Christian” 
political movement.

Do you question their “Christianity” 
because they want voluntary prayer 
returned to public education, or maybe 
because they fight pornography and 
homosexuality? You would do well to 
support Jerry Falwell rather than 
criticize him with innuendos. We find 
that the news journal of the Tennessee 
Baptist Convention concerns itself far 
too much with the alliance of many liberal 
and secular viewpoints.

We feel that it’s time that the Baptists 
of Tennessee take a stand against the 
moral cancers which are threatening to 
destroy us. We will gray that you will not 
use your position as editor to discredit in 
any way these men who work tirelessly 
to see that forces of evil do not prevail.

Flora Long
323 Cedar Bluff Road 
Knoxville, TN 37923

I have never been critical of these two 
gentlemen personally, but rather their 
attempts to tell people for whom to vote 
—- which is a violation of another founda
tion of our nation. I have never been op
posed to voluntary prayer in public 
schools, but rather required prayer, 
(editor)

Esparanto translation
Dear editor:

My attention has been drawn to the let
ter from Owen Meredith Smaw in the 
Dec. 17 issue of Baptist and Reflector. In 
his letter your correspondent mentioned 

Allen ponders TV network programming
By Toby Drain

FORT WORTH, Tex. (BP) - If Jimmy Allen’s proposal 
for a Southern Baptist television network becomes a reality, 
what would a turn of the dial bring into your home?

Would you believe — “Heeeeeere’s.....Jimmy!”?
Well, maybe not exactly, but Allen, president of the 

Radio-Television Commission which is proposing a 
100-station low powered television network, said the 
“flagship” of the network, as he envisions it, would be a 
“Donahue type” discussion of issues.

“I probably will be the host on a daily basis, because you 
have to have something out there that the people identify 
with - that says, ‘that is us,’ ” Allen said.

The program, he said, might include an examination of 
mission areas, featuring missionaries who serve there and 
“dealing with the real issues facing people of that country 
and our missionary enterprise there.”

He would have co-hosts such as the missionaries or 
outstanding leaders and others.

Allen mused over what a day’s programming might in
clude. In addition to the “flagship” show, the day likely 
would include children’s programs for early afternoon. The 
show will have “God talk,” Allen said, but will not be just for 
those with a Biblical vocabulary.

“We would hope the (Baptist) Sunday School Board would 
come up with some children’s programming too,” he said. 
The network idea is a joint venture of the commission and 
the BSSB. The board will be given an hour a day on the net
work for its financial backing.

“We will have magazine programs - the news type of 
thing,” Allen said, but added the network probably would 
subscribe to a cable network for its news production.

The network also might create a new kind of religious 
news service. “We already have good journalism service,” 
he said. “We might as well tap that into electronic service.”

Other ideas for the network include a sports program 
Allen is discussing with evangelist Bill Glass; concert series 
featuring artists in 30-minute and hour-long productions; 
full-length dramas by Christian groups, and even situation 
comedies.

Though Allen did not mention it in discussing the network 
format, one prospect also would be the telecasting of the an
nual meeting of the Southern Baptist Convention, enabling 
millions of church members to participate visually. Two 
years ago in Houston when Allen was president of the SBC, a 
Bold Mission Thrust rally in the Astrodome was telecast via 
closed circuit to 10 cities across the nation.

Possibly it was a preview of things to come.

that L. L. Zamenhof translated the Old 
Testament into Esperanto.

Your readers may be interested to 
know that, in due course, the whole of the 
Holy Bible was translated into Esperan
to. The separate books of the Old and 
New Testaments were published 
separately as each was completed until, 
in 1926, when all the books had been 
translated, the Holy Bible was published 
complete. It was dedicated in St. Giles’ 
Cathedral, Edinburgh, in August of that 
same year.

Published by the British and Foreign 
Bible Society, London, it is, needless to 
say, a “best seller.”

Audrey C.E.Childs-Mee
Van Heusdestraat 88
3023 RX Rotterdam
The Netherlands

Enlarged hell
Dear editor:

After reading the article “Churches 
hurt by alcohol, accused of ignoring prob
lem” (Jan. 7), I realize why Isaiah saw 
hell enlarged (Isa. 5:14).

It had to be enlarged to receive scores 
of Southern Baptists whom we have 
deceived into the church.

Mildred Woods
1811 Indian Hills Rd. /
Lebanon, TN 37087

Carson-Newman hosts 
'Welcome Weekend'

JEFFERSON CITY - Carson- 
Newman College will host Welcome 
Weekend - a time for prospective 
students to browse around the campus, 
talk with students, professors and ad
ministrators, and catch a glimpse of col
lege life - Jan. 31.

Beginning at 11:30 a.m. till noon, 
registration will be in the Stokely 
Memorial Cafeteria lobby followed by 
lunch from 12-1 p.m.

The day’s activities will include tours 
of the campus, a student life and ac
tivities forum, a discussion of financial 
aid, and an opportunity to meet with 
faculty from each academic area.

Dinner in the cafeteria at 4:45 p.m. will 
be followed by a double-header - 
women’s and men’s basketball game.

A News Anolysis

Reagan era begins;
Carter steps down

By Stan Hastey
WASHINGTON (BP) - Amid pagean

try and splendor, Ronald Wilson Reagan 
took the oath of office as the nation’s 40th 
president Jan. 20, promising the nation a 
“new beginning.”

As he did, Southern Baptist Jimmy 
Carter began the inevitable slide into 
history that faces all former presidents.

During the brief but impressive 
ceremony which traditionally signals the 
transfer of the enormous powers of the 
presidency, both men treated one 
another with the proper dignity ex
pected.

Carter, the fourth Baptist in history to 
hold the nation’s highest office, applaud
ed warmly and stepped to the podium to 
congratulate President Reagan at the 
conclusion of his 15-minute inaugural ad
dress.

For his part, the new president 
thanked his predecessor for carrying on 
the American tradition of an orderly 
transition of power. “By your gracious 
cooperation in the transition process,” 
Reagan said, “you have shown a watch
ing world that we are a united people 
pledged to maintaining a political 
system which guarantees individual 
liberty to a greater degree than any 
other.”

Yet, despite the deference and proprie
ty on display, the inauguration of Ronald 
Reagan made clear that the United 
States is entering a new political era.

No sooner had he thanked Carter, than 
Reagan launched into his principal 
theme - an anti-government, pro-free 
enterprise discourse some veteran 
observers said amounted to the new 
president’s standard campaign speech 
for the past 20 years.

“These United States are confronted 
with an economic affliction of great pro
portions,” he declared. “We suffer from 
the longest and one of the worst sus
tained inflations in our national history. 
It distorts our economic decisions, 
penalizes thrift, and crushes the strug
gling young and the fixed-income elderly 
alike. It threatens to shatter the lives of 
millions of our people.”

The solution, he offered, is not govern

ment. “In this present crisis, govern
ment is not the solution to our problem; 
government is the problem.”

He pledged that his immediate 
priorities, all domestic and economic 
moves, will be to curb public spending 
and the size of the federal bureaucracy 
and return more power to the states.

The heavy emphasis on economic self- 
determination and the evils of big 
government contrasted sharply with 
Carter’s almost sermonic inaugural ad
dress four years ago.

While Carter seemed to hold up a vi
sion of an America yet to fulfill her 
idealistic dreams of justice and equality, 
Reagan appeared to be beckoning the na
tion back to a former day of self- 
sufficiency.

The nation’s mood has obviously 
changed in those four short years, an era 
that has often seemed like a long decade.

Perhaps no other president suffered 
more setbacks than did Carter. Rising oil 
prices, runaway inflation, delicate inter
national difficulties climaxed by the 
14-month-long hostage crisis in Iran - 
these find a host of other stubborn prob
lems plagued this gentle Georgian, who 
by most accounts may well have been 
the most genuinely pious and spiritually 
sensitive man ever to occupy the White 
House.

Without question, however, his vision 
of an America whose economic future 
would be characterized by less rather 
than more, frugality instead of in
dulgence, did not square with what the 
voters wanted.

President Reagan struck that note 
most clearly during his inaugural ad
dress when he declared, “It is time for us 
to realize that we are too great a nation 
to limit ourselvs to small dreams. We 
are not, as some would have us believe, 
doomed to an inevitable decline. I do not 
believe in a fate that will fall on us no 
matter what we do. I do believe in a fate 
that will fall on us if we do nothing.”

Besides economic expansion and 
governmental retrenchment, Reagan 
touched briefly on the issues of poverty 
and peace.

“We shall reflect the compassion that 
is so much a part of your makeup,” he 
told the millions watching and hearing 
him. “How can we love our country and 
not love our countrymen?”

On the need for world peace, a major 
theme of Carter’s inaugural, Reagan 
promised the world’s “enemies of 
freedom...will be reminded that peace is 
the highest aspiration of the American 
people.”

Nevertheless, he proceeded im
mediately to a stern warning that while 
“we will negotiate for it, sacrifice for it; 
we will not surrender for it - now’ or 
ever.”

Toward the end, noting that prayer 
'meetings were being held all across the 
nation to coincide with his inauguration, 
he proposed that every subsequent 
presidential inauguration day be a day of 
prayer.

Regardless of the transparent - even 
stark - contrast between the last two 
such days of national celebration, and in 
spite of the apparently wide differences 
between the two principals in personal 
style, both the incoming Presbyterian 
president and his departing Baptist 
predecessor will doubtless attest to 
every president’s need for the sincere 
prayers of his fellow citizens.
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Dunn evaluates future
WASHINGTON (BP) - The new 

director of the Baptist Joint Committee 
on Public Affairs says he is “realistic but 
hopeful” about the future of church-state 
relations in the United States despite the 
rise to power of a president and political 
party publicly committed to profound 
changes in the area.

James M. Dunn, who became the 
fourth executive director of the 
Washington-based Baptist agency Jan. 1, 
pledged to “applaud and support” in
itiatives of President Ronald Reagan’s 
administration for church-state separa
tion and human rights.

But Dunn also promised to “push for 
change where change is needed” and to 
criticize when government policy runs 
counter to historic Baptist positions.

Dunn said: “The responsibility of this 
agency to bear Christian witness to ques
tions of public policy - specifically 
religious freedom - is so consistent and 
so overwhelming and so overriding, that 
the relative difference in the way we 
relate to one administration or the other 
is very unimportant.”

Dunn recalled a bitter conflict between 
the agency’s first chief executive,

New Baptist video network 
selects topics for tapes

NASHVILLE (BP) - The first 60 
topics on which videotapes will be pro
duced have been selected by the newly- 
formed Southern Baptist Video Network.

The network was formed last fall as a 
cooperative effort by state conventions 
and Southern Baptist Convention agen
cies in order to produce and distribute at 
least 60 videotapes each year for use by 
the churches.

The network also has established a 
goal of leading 1,000 associations and at 
least 10,000 churches to secure video 
player equipment during the next three 
years.

The first 60 titles will be for training 
and information, according to Cecil Ray, 
executive director of the Baptist State 
Convention of North Carolina and chair
man of the network’s ad hoc committee.

In a meeting in Nashville, committee 
members also previewed a completed 
promotional tape on the network, featur
ing country comedian Jerry Clower. The 
tape, produced by the Southern Baptist 
Radio and Television Commission, ex
plains the goals and purpose of the net
work.

Jimmy Allen, president of the agency, 
said the promotional tape is being made 
available to each state convention for 
loan to churches and associations to help 
them understand the purpose of the net
work_____________________________  

HCBA set to host

E. Tenn, pastors
The East Tennessee Baptist Pastors’ 

Conference has been scheduled for 9:59 
a.m., Jan. 29, at Harrison Chilhowee 
Baptist Academy, Seymour.

Bob Money, minister of counseling at 
First Baptist Church, Knoxville, will 
speak on “What’s Happening in Clergy 
Marriages.” “Tennessee Baptists and 
the World’s Fair” will be the subject of 
David Peach, director of Baptist 
ministries to World’s Fair, Inc'. Jerry 
Self, public affairs and Christian life con
sultant for Tennessee Baptists, will 
speak on “Help for Clergy Marriages.”

James Windham, retired pastor from 
Washington, D.C., now living in 
Maryville, will present a devotional, and 
the Harrison Chilhowee choir will sing.

Joseph M. Dawson, and then President 
Harry S. Truman over the latter’s ap
pointment of an ambassador to the 
Vatican, and noted that the Baptist Joint 
Committee “is not without a history of 
dogfights.”

“I expect sometimes to have to fight,” 
he added.

He emphasized, however, that opposi
tion to any incumbent president will not 
be based on party affiliation. “It is not 
Democrats or Republicans alone who op
pose taking public moneys and spending 
them for private and parochial schools,” 
he declared, citing one of the issues ex
pected to be debated vigorously in com
ing months.

When asked to assess the potential in
fluence and staying power of the 
religious right, whose positions on 
church-state issues almost uniformly 
run counter to those of his agency, Dunn 
said the movement’s danger “may lie in 
the fact that it has no consistent, noble, 
theologically sound vision for America.”

“The danger exists not in that they are 
a massive, well-organized, ideologically 
coherent threat,” he said. “The danger 
exists in that they have missed the pro-

To finance projects of the network, the 
committee is calling for Baptist state 
conventions to contribute nearly 
$l-million during the next three years. 
Each convention is being asked to 
allocate the equivalent of $10 per church 
per year for three years.

“In return for their investment, each 
participating convention will receive one 
copy of every videotape produced by the 
network,” Ray explained. “Baptist state 
conventions can then personalize, 
duplicate, and distribute the tapes to 
churches any way they wish,” he said.

In addition to the $l-million which the 
network hopes to collect, the Southern 
Baptist Radio and Television Commis
sion has agreed to produce the first 25 
tapes for “out-of-pocket” expenses.

Allen said this would constitute a sav
ings of nearly $125,000 in production 
costs to “clients” of the network.

Allen told the committee that the first 
tape in the series of 60 has already been 
completed by his agency for the 
Southern Baptist Christian Life Commis
sion.

The tape entitled “Three Essentials 
for Marriage” features family and mar
riage therapist David Mace at 
Ridgecrest Conference Center and is one 
of a series of five tapes supporting the 
1982-85 convention theme on strengthen
ing families. The other four tapes in the 
series will be completed by mid
February.

A sampling of other titles to be pro
duced this year include “The Pastor 
Leading the Sunday School in Growth,” 
“Introduction to Church Training,” 
“The Purpose and Plan of Baptist 
Brotherhood,” “This Is Woman’s Mis
sionary Union,” “How the Cooperative 
Program Works,” and “Volunteers in 
Missions.” Other how-to tapes will 
center on evangelism, church music, 
church administration, home and 
foreign missions, the family, and Chris
tian and ethical concerns.

According to Ray, tapes produced 
through the network will be distributed 
primarily through the Baptist Sunday 
School Board film centers and through 
state conventions. Southern Baptist 
agencies can distribute tapes which 
relate to their program assignments, 
Ray said.

of church-state issue
found theological roots that any Chris
tian witness has to have. They haven’t 
studied church history. They are not in 
harmony with the discipline of Christian 
social ethics.”

Asked to identify other pressing issues 
to be confronted by the Baptist Joint 
Committee, Dunn cited a cluster of 
education issues, including prayer in 
schools and tuition tax credits ; what he 
called “bureaucratic intervention” into 
church affairs; attempts to restrict per
sonal liberties through proposed amend
ments to the U.S. Constitution; and what 
he termed “quality of life” issues, in
cluding hunger, crime, and privacy.

One of his most “anguishing” tasks, 

James M. Dunn

Historian notes benefits
of inerrancy controversy

NASHVILLE (BP) - The current con
troversy among Southern Baptists over 
the interpretation of the Bible has, in 
some ways, been good for the denomina
tion, an authority on the history of Bap
tist controversies says:

“The inerrancy controversy has sen
sitized all in the convention that we are a 
people of the Book and we must never 
forget it,” said Walter B. Shurden, dean 
of the School of Theology at Southern 
Baptist Theological Seminary, 
Louisville, Ky.

While noting the positive effects, 
Shurden predicted the “debate will con
tinue and doubtless intensify.”

He also warned denominational ex
ecutives that if Southern Baptists do not 
become sensitive to the politics of their 
convention they risk seeing the 
denomination’s institutions taken over.

Shurden made his remarks during a 
meeting of the agencies and institutions 
of the 13.6-million-member denomina
tion.

Shurden, author of a book which traces 
past controversies in the SBC, said the 
most dangerous influence in the current 
controversy is the introduction of a 
“highly organized, apparently well- 
funded political party who are going not 
only for the minds of the Southern Bap
tist people but for the machinery of the 
Southern Baptist Convention.”

Shurden added that while the “rhetoric 
of the controversy has been the inter
pretation of Scriptures, the issue does 
not appear primarily to be Biblical or 
theological. The issue appears to be - 
and has been for two years - political.”

“The very first action of the inerrancy 
advocates was to construct political

Dunn said, will be to limit such a broad 
agenda in order to maximize the 
agency’s effectiveness.

Dunn, who for 12 years was director of 
the Texas Baptist Christian Life Com
mission, insisted the Baptist Joint Com
mittee is eager to serve sister denomina
tional agencies in an enabling role. He 
added he will maintain an open-door 
policy for all denominational agencies 
and institutions wishing to use the Bap
tist Joint Committee as a base for their 
work in Washington.

Another pressing task, Dunn noted, is 
how to involve more Baptists in the pro
cess of influencing government on key 
issues. A project already begun is 
development of a network of Baptists 
throughout the country who would be 
available instantly to work on specific 
bills in Congress.

The overriding job of the Baptist Joint 
Committee, Dunn insisted, “is serving as 
eyes and ears for Baptists who will hear 
and see” as they seek to relate to govern
ment.

The fact that Baptists disagree with 
one another on virtually every public 
issue does not discourage him. “In that 
diversity there is vitality,” he said.

The Baptist Joint Committee has a 
serious stewardship to maintain a tradi
tion of holding up the best in Baptist life, 
the best in Baptist theology, and the best 
in Baptist history, he added.

“In that sense we must be rock-ribbed 
conservatives” in clinging to “what Bap
tists have fought and died for.”

At the same time, he declared, “we 
need to be dangerously innovative in try
ing to find ways tn communicate this 
Baptist distinctive...on the complex 
issues and problems of the day.” 

organizations to see that an ‘inerrancy’ 
president was elected at the SBC,” he ex
plained. Since then, the politicizing has 
intensified, until last summer when the 
political issue was clarified with the an
nouncement the inerrantists were “go
ing for the jugular” of the convention.

Shurden claimed that inerrancy leader 
Paul Pressler is “one of the first persons 
in the history of Southern Baptist con
troversies to know what the jugular of 
the convention is. He is aware that to 
control the institutions of the SBC, you 
must control the boards of trustees.”

“Their method is clear,” Shurden con
tinued. “First, they turn out the vote^at 
the annual meeting of the SBC even if 
they must bus people in.

“Second, they seek to elect an SBC 
president who they believe is committed 
to their goals. Third, their president ap
points a committee on committees sen
sitive to their goals. Fourth, the commit
tee on committees names a committee 
on boards sensitive to their goals. Fifth, 
the committee on boards nominates 
trustees who are sensitive to their goals.

“Sixth, they get the votes back out to 
make sure the committee on boards’ 
report is accepted.

“In no controversy in the history of the 
Southern Baptist Convention has the 
system been misused in this way,” 
Shurden asserted.

Shurden acknowledged the inerrancy 
debate could “jeopardize Bold Mission 
Thrust in the same way the Fundamen
talist Controversy of the 1920s weakened 
the $75-Million Campaign,” and said that 
with earlier Baptist debates, the current 
controversy will leave its marks, both 
good and bad, on the convention.
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Baylor elects McCall as chancellor
WACO, Tex. (BP) - Abner V. McCaU 

has announced his resignation as presi
dent of Baylor University effective May 
31,19&K and has been elected chancellor 
effective June 1,1981.

Trustees, in their January meeting, 
also named Herbert H. Reynolds, ex- $180-million.”
ecutive vice-president, as McCall’s suc
cessor at the head of the nation’s largest 
Southern Baptist-affiliated school.

McCall, who has headed Baylor since 
1961, will have no significant ad
ministrative responsibilities as 
chancellor, but will take on assignments 
from the board of trustees and will con
sult with and advise the board and the 
president on matters of general policy.

Also, trustees said McCall will “advise 
and assist the president on external af
fairs and in maintaining and enhancing 
denominational, legislative, alumni, and 
community relationships.”

McCall, who is 65 years old, is the sec
ond person in recent history to be elected 
chancellor. The late W.R.White re
signed the presidency in 1961 and was 
chancellor until 1963, when he was 
named president emeritus.

W. Dewey Presley, chairman of the 
Baylor board of trustees, said McCall 
previously informed the board of his 
desire to be relieved of the chief ex
ecutive officer’s responsibilities after his 
65th birthday.

In 1978, a trustee committee was ap
pointed to study presidential succession. 
Later that year, a long-range plan was 
approved which called for McCall to re
main as president until May 31,1981, at 
which time he would become chancellor. 
It also named Reynolds as McCall’s suc
cessor.

Reynolds, who joined the Baylor ad
ministration as senior vice-president in 
1969, was elected executive vice- 
president and chief operating officer in 
1978.

Presley said Baylor experienced 
“tremendous growth” under McCall’s 
presidency. In 1961, the university con
sisted of 25 buildings on 50 acres with 
capital assets of about $36-million. At the 
time, 5,600 students were enrolled and 

the faculty numbered about 300.
“Now,” Presley said, “the campus in

cludes more than 40 buildings on 300 
acres and enrollment last fall was 
around the 10,100 mark. The faculty 
totals 538. Capital assets amount to about

McCall, who was first vice-president of 
the Southern Baptist Convention in 1979, 
was born in Perrin, Tex., and reared in 
the Fort Worth Masonic Home and Or
phanage, where he, his brothers, and a 
sister were placed after the death of 
their father in 1918.

He graduated from Masonic High 
School and received a small scholarship 
to Baylor, where he worked his way 
through, earning a law degree in 1938 
and a bachelor of arts degree in 1942.

He taught at Baylor from 1938 to 1942, 
when he joined the Federal Bureau of In
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vestigation. He returned to Baylor in 
1946, and remained until 1956 when he 
became an associate justice of the 
Supreme Court of Texas. He returned to 
Baylor in 1959 as executive vice- 
president and assumed the presidency in 
1961.

Reynolds, a native of Frankston, Tex., 
retired from the U.S.Air Force in 1968 
after a 20-year career which included 
service in the Far East, work at the 
Biomedical Research Laboratory at 
Alamogordo, N.M., and the task of 
establishing the Air Force Human 
Resources Research Laboratory in San 
Antonio.

He earned a bachelor of science and a 
regular Air Force Commission from 
Trinity University, and masters and doc
tors degrees in psychology from Baylor 
University.

East Chattanooga 
names Clingan

This month Otis E. Clingan came as 
pastor of East Chattanooga Baptist 
Church, Chattanooga.

Clingan 
Tennessee
School, 
tanooga.

attended 
Temple 

Chat-

A pastor since 
1964, Clingan comes 
to Tennessee from 
the pastorate of Mgk 
Westside Baptist 
Church, Plant City, NBML AOHK 
Fla. Previously, he Clingan 
was pastor 
Estero, Fla.

While in 
moderator 
Association.

of First Baptist Church,

Florida, he served as 
of Royal Palm Baptist

Clingan is married to the former Iva 
Mae Nance, and they have three married 
daughters.

Personal 
perspective

| BY TOM MADDEN 1 ‘ 
ft TBC executive secretary । ।

I had occasion to read a bit of Puritan 
writings recently. A particular para
graph hooked my 
mind and heart. The
old Puritan stated / 
three things about f 
man.

“First of all,” he 
wrote, “man: what 
is he? Man is the 
masterpiece of 
God’s creation. The 
masterpiece of all 
God created is man. Madden

“And second, he is a monstdr of iniqui
ty. He is a monster of iniquity, because in 
the fall he became a sinner.

“And third, he is a miracle of grace, 
for when Jesus Christ lays hold of him, 
He makes him a miracle of divine 
grace.”

So, that is man - the masterpiece of 
God’s creation, a monster of iniquity. He 
becomes the miracle of grace.

Someone else put it this way - God 
generated man and generated him 
perfectly; sin degenerated man and 
Christ regenerates man.

INTERESTED?

KiJBtScrnr

Baptist

and

Reflector

(615)373-2255

For further information, phone us, or fill out the form below and mail it to us 

today.

No church is too small, no church is too large for this free trial offer.

CHURCH NAME

Association

Pastor’s Name

CHURCH ADDRESS

Mail to: Baptist and Reflector, P.O. Box 347, Brentwood, Tenn. 37027.
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Bible Puzzle relation

ACROSS

1 “behold the — of 
Moses’ (2 Cor. 3)

5 Salvage loss: abbr.
7 German admiral

11 “and — her with fire” 
(Rev. 17)

12 Church bench
14 “over waters to — 

them” (Rev. Il)
15 Old Irish garment
16 South-American 

linguistic stock
17 Son of Gad

(Gen. 46:16; poss.)
18 “saw--------"(Matt. 4:18)
21 Obtain
22 Long time
23 “From the — of the 

foot" (Isa. 1)

26 Florida city: abbr.
27 Asian holiday
30 “ye do shew------------- " 

(1 Cor. 11)
34 Toper
35 Caviar
36 “while 1 go and — 

yonder" (Matt. 26)
37 Pekoe, for one
38 School: abbr.
40 “and-------- stood 

without” (Matt. 12)
45 South-American shrub
46 Summer in Lyons
47 Exclamation
49 Cupid
50 Skip
51 Egyptian goddess

52 Cardinal number: pl.
53 Manuscript: abbr.
54 Lion's pride

DOWN

1 Government agency
2 “she is thine —” 

(Lev. 18:14)
3 Maw
4 Place (Josh. 15:7)
5 “It is as — to a fool” 

(Prov. 10)
6 Smooth
7 "out of the —” 

(Acts 27:29)
8 “a — river of water" 

(Rev. 22)
9 Innis fail

10 Printer’s measures
13 “and perished in the —” 

(Matt. 8)
19 Exist
20 Adhere
23 Thoroughfares: abbr.
24 Exclamation
25 Tennis term
26 Pindar’s forte
27 Sailor
28 Greek letter
29 Biblical pronoun
31 Prince (Judg. 7:25)
32 What the lion did

(Judg. 14:5)
33 Joseph's son 

(Gen. 46:20)
37 Russian emperors
38 There were seven 

(Ezek. 40:26)
39 Church: abbr.
40 Base, for one
41 Image
42 One of five 

(1 Chron. 4:32)
43 Wagnerian heroine
44 City (Luke 7:11)
45 Tiger
48 Direction: abbr.

CRYPTOVERSE

A P C N L V V BPMK N D M U G V P C L GP

D C P G J L K

Today’s Cryptoverse clue: A equals F

National Church Furnishings, Inc. 
1123 Church Street, Suite 408 
Nashville, Tennessee 37203 

Phone (615) 254 0836

Livingston church 
calls Ken Jordan

STEEPLES BAPTISTRIES

call ton tree-1 -800-327-9009 Ext.922
Ken Jordan has been called as pastor 

of First Baptist Church, Livingston. He 
comes to the Livingston church from the

Love and temporary gifts

To change or correct 
your address

Attach in this space your address 
label found on the front page of your 
latest copy of the BAPTIST AND 
REFLECTOR. Please give your new 
address below—including your zip 
code. When changing address, please 
give two weeks notice. Please write, 
do not call address changes to insure 
accuracy.

pastorate of First 
Baptist Church, 
Bruceton, where he 
has served since 
1977.

A native of Loui
siana, he attended 
Central Baptist Col
lege, and has done 
additional study 
through the 
Seminary Extension

All correspondence relating 
to your subscription
should be accompanied by our address 
label. If you are receiving duplicate 
copies, please send both labels.

Address all requests to:

BAPTIST AND REFLECTOR
Post Office Box 347

Brentwood, Tennessee 37027

Name ______________________
Please Print

Address __ _________________

City _________________

State Zip Code

Department of the Southern Baptist Con
vention and Luther Rice Seminary.

Other pastorates have been at 
Che walla and in Arkansas.

James L. Ryan of the Seminary Exten
sion Department, Nashville, has served 
as interim pastor of the church since 
March 1980.

BAPTIST 
AND 

REFLECTOR 

brings you 
news first.

By Herschel H. Hobbs
“Love never faileth: but whether there 

be prophecies, they shall fail; whether 
there be tongues, they shall cease; 
whether there be knowledge, it shall 
vanish away. For we know in part, and 
we prophesy in part. But when that 
which is perfect is come, then that which 
is in part shall be done away” (1 Corin
thians 13:8-10).

Having shown the necessity (w. 1-3) 
and nature of love (vv. 4-7), in verses 8-13 
Paul deals with the permanence of love. 
Other gifts of the Spirit have a tem
porary role, but love (agape) abides 
forever.

“Faileth” (v. 8) renders a verb mean
ing to fall. So “love never falls,” but 
stands permanently. In contrast to this 
Paul uses three examples of temporary 
gifts: prophecy, knowledge, and 
tongues. I list them in this order because 
the first two have the same verb. Unfor
tunately “fail” and “vanish away” do 
not bring out its meaning. It is an old 
Greek verb which means to render idle 
or inoperative. For some reason you 
may shut down a machine. But you can 
start it up again. This is true of prophecy 
(preaching) and knowledge (gnosis, a 
special kind of knowledge, see on v. 2), 
although Paul does not specify when or 
why this would be done. Perhaps at the 
end of the age.

“Shall cease” is a future middle 
(reflexive) form of a verb to make cease. 
The middle voice means that it is done 
within the subject (tongues) itself. This 
is not done to the subject but by the sub
ject to itself. Tongues will cease within 
themselves by their very nature. The 
New Testament in the Language of To
day reads “will stop.”

Note that tongues may also read 
languages, the ability to speak a 
language other than one’s own without 
having studied it. This was the case at 
Pentecost, in order that those from 16 
other parts of the Roman empire who did 
not speak Aramaic might understand the 
gospel (Acts 2:9-11). If they were saved 
they could carry^the message back to 
their own regions.

If there were one other place in the em
pire where this gift would be given, the 
most likely place was Corinth. As the 
commercial capital of the empire people 
of different languages from over the 
world came there to trade. In Corinth the 
same possibility existed as at Pentecost.

But by the end of the first century the 
gospel had spread into all parts of the 
known world. Evangels could preach the 
gospel in their own languages. Thus 
tongues ceased of themselves, since 
there was no longer a need for this gift. 
1 Corinthians 13:8c should answer the

’Prayer lift' planned 
by Texas and Brazil

DALLAS, Tex. - Baptist churches in 
Texas and Brazil will sponsor a 66-day 
intensive prayer period in 1981 and again 
in 1982 to fall between the Independence 
Days of the United States and Brazil 
(July 4-Sept. 7).

The “Prayer Lift” is part of Mission to 
Brazil, an effort begun by Texas Baptists 
in 1977. The ultimate goal of Mission to 
Brazil is to help Brazilian Baptists dou
ble their number of churches to 6,000 and 
double their church membership to one 
million by 1981.

During the 66 days of prayer, Texas 
and Brazilian partners will take con
cerns from a daily prayer list that both 
groups helped compile.

present problem centering about what 
today is called “tongues.”

Literally, we know and prophesy “in 
parts” (v. 9) — here a little and there a 
little, fragmentary. This is as opposed to 
the whole. “Perfect” renders “the 
perfect” or “the mature,” as adulthood. 
Some see this as a reference to the end of 
the age or to heaven. However, in light of 
verse 11 the sense seems to be that of 
adulthood as over against childhood. But 
verse 12 allows the idea of heaven, In the 
immediate context, however, adulthood 
seems preferable.

“Shall be done away” also renders the 
verb meaning to render inoperative (v. 
8). When Christians achieve adulthood in 
Christ these ecstatic gifts will seem less 
importsint. Note that in the “fruit of the 
Spirit” (Gal. 5:22-23) Paul lists no 
ecstatic gifts (tongues, miracle healings, 
etc.), only inner graces.

Devotional

Enter a new life
By W. Fred Kendall II

The fact that Jesus Christ died so that 
humanity could enter into a right rela
tionship with God was not enough!

A popular heresy is that Christians are 
saved for one reason only - to go to 
heaven. Observe the use of the word “Ca
naan” (Promised Land) in hymns 
representing heaven. The Promised 
Land represented a new life on earth. 
The Israelites, freed from bondage in 
Egypt, were not taken directly to 
heaven. Moses led them to a new life in a 
new Land on earth before going to 
heaven.

Jesus lived a perfect life. Therefore, 
being God’s Son, His death on the cross 
created the possibility that every person 
who would believe in Him would be 
placed in a right relationship with God. 
Being in a right relationship, a person 
could then receive a gift from God — a 
new life - eternal life. Being cleansed 
from sin was not enough. This would 
leave life empty. In Romans 5:10, Paul 
stated that Christians are “saved by His 
life.” That is, the resurrected life of 
Jesus Christ.

When a person is bom again the Holy 
Spirit comes to live in the new 
Christian’s life. Through the Holy Spirit, 
Jesus Christ lives in a Christian’s life 
just as the human spirit dwells in the 
human body (John 14:17). Therefore, the 
Christian’s life is redirected. He is em
powered to live a life of victory and serv
ice.

Tragedy occurred when the Israelites 
were released from bondage in Egypt 
but refused to enter the new life in the 
Promised Land (Canaan). Mahy who 
claim to be Christians have viewed their 
salvation as merely a means of getting to 
heaven. These are not living victorious 
Christian lives of service for Jesus 
Christ.

In thie Bible there are three facets of 
salvation: regeneration, which removes 
the penalty of sin (John 3:3); sanctifica
tion, which progressively removes the 
power of sins as he grows in 
Christlikeness (Hebrews 2:3); and 
glorification, (going to heaven) which 
removes the Christian from the presence 
of sin (Hebrews 9:28).

Carefully observe Paul’s words in 
Romans 5:10: “...we were reconciled to 
God by the death of His Son; much more, 
being reconciled, we shall be saved by 
His life.”

W. Fjed Kendall II is pastor of First Bap
tist Church, Union City.
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Southern Baptists rejoice 
over release of hostages

By Dan Martin
NASHVILLE (BP) - Southern Bap

tists, like millions of others, paused to 
thank God for the release and safe return 
of 52 Americans held hostage for 444 
days in Iran.

“All of us rejoice in the fact of the 
release of the hostages from Iran and 
pray that these ex-hostages and their 
families will be blessed with God’s grace 
and by His presence,” said Harold C. 
Bennett, executive secretary-treasurer 
of the Southern Baptist Convention’s Ex
ecutive Committee.

Bennett encouraged Southern Baptist 
churches to join in a national movement 
to hold services of prayer and thanksgiv
ing for the release of the captives.

“I think it would be appropriate for 
Southern Baptist churches to conduct 
special sendees for thanksgiving to God 
for His presence in this matter,” Bennett 
said, suggesting such services be con
ducted either Wednesday, Jan. 28, or 
Sunday, Feb. 1.

The suggestion calls for “joining with 
other religious groups” from across the 
nation who have called for a national 
time of thanksgiving bn Thursday, Jan. 
29. Bennett, however, said he feels it 
would be more appropriate for Baptists 
to hold the services at regular prayer 
meeting or Sunday service times.

In the immediate aftermath of the 
release of the hostages Jan. 20, Southern 
Baptists in many places across the na
tion joined in prayer, rang church bells, 
and tied yellow ribbons to trees and other 
places.

In Dallas, James H. Landes, executive 
director of the Baptist General Conven
tion of Texas, participated in a com
munity thanksgiving service Jan. 21, 
delivering a statement at Thanksgiving 
Square, a special downtown site 
dedicated to prayer and meditation.

Several state conventions that were 
conducting evangelism conferences, in
cluding Tennessee, paused during a 
heavy schedule of preaching to announce 
the release and offer prayers of 
thanksgiving. Several speakers and plat
form personalities at the Tennessee con
ference referred to the release of the 
hostages and encouraged prayers of 
thanksgiving and prayers for the read
justment of the 52 Americans as they re
enter American life.

In Nashville, members of the SBC 
Inter-Agency Council, composed of the 
executives of the 20 SBC agencies and in
stitutions, spent a time in special prayer 
and thanksgiving and to ask God’s con
tinued blessings on the hostages and 
their families.

Jimmy R. Allen, a denominational ex
ecutive who spent 13 days in Iran at 
Christmas 1979, said: “I am very 
grateful that the patience and per
sistence paid off. There were times dur
ing the past 14 months when we feared 
the spark of war would be set off, 
escalating into World War in.”

Allen, a former president of the 
13.6-million-member SBC and currently 
president of the denomination’s Radio 
and Television Commission, said he met 
with the captors of the hostages and with 
three ayatollahs, including Khomeini, 
during the unofficial fact-finding trip.

“After talking with them, I was con
vinced that if we could avoid

BAPTIST AND REFLECTOR 
brings you news first 

precipitating a war, we would see them 
(the hostages) out.”

He commented that during the past 14 
months, he has been concerned about 
“war breaking out, the safety of the 
hostages, the anger in our national life, 
the anger in the life of Iran.”

He added: “I am very grateful for the 
restraint and strength with which Presi
dent (Jimmy) Carter led uS.”

John Walsh, a Southern Baptist mis
sionary and student worker at Princeton 
University, returned to the United States 
from Iran the night of Jan. 20, arriving in 
New York about the same time the 
hostages arrived in Algiers.

Walsh, on his third trip to Iran, went to 
Tehran at the request of Iranian of
ficials, arriving there Dec. 26, too late to 
conduct Christmas services for the 
hostages.

Walsh told Baptist Press he probably 
knew less about the actual release and 
condition of the captives than did 
Americans who watched television 
newscasts, even though he had been in 
Tehran during the last hectic days.

And, probably the most ironic occur
rence of the hostages’ release, at least 
for Southrn Baptists, is the fact that one 
of their own, outgoing President Carter, 
was not able to welcome the prisoners to 
freedom as the head of the government.

Carter worked around the clock in the 
days preceding the transfer of the 
presidency to Ronald Reagan, in order to 
free the hostages. However, on the day 
following Inauguration Day, Carter, now 
a private citizen, left Plains, Ga., to go to 
Wiesbaden, West Germany, to welcome 
the hostages to freedom.

He went as a representative of incom
ing President Reagan.

U.S. must keep its word to Iran 
say several Baptist ethicists

By Tim Fields
NASHVILLE (BP)-Even though 

Americans are justified in their anger, 
the United States must keep its word to 
Iran, Southern Baptist ethicist Foy 
Valentine says.

Valentine took issue with those who 
urge the Reagan government to 
abrogate the agreement which released 
the 52 Americans held hostage in Iran for 
444 days.

Valentine said the view was most 
strongly expressed by a Wall Street 
Journal editorial Jan. 21, which called 
for Reagan to renounce the deal. He 
commented: “Two wrongs don’t make a 
right. Extortioners and kidnappers don’t 
deserve to be treated honorably; but as 
an honorable nation, America must con
tinue to be honorable ourselves and act 
honorably.”

Valentine, executive director of the 
Southern Baptist Christian Life Commis
sion, said revelations that some of the 
former hostages were grossly 
mistreated in addition to being kid
napped and imprisoned, leave Chris
tians, like all Americans, intensely 
angry and compelled now to deal with 
that anger.

“This anger has arisen out of our feel
ings about the insult to our nation and the 
grave injustices against our fellow 
citizens,” he said. “But the Iranians 
precipitated their injustices against us 
because they felt we were responsible for 
the grave injustices visited on them by 
the shah.”

Another ethicist, James Dunn, ex
ecutive director of the Baptist Joint

Memphis' Bellevue leads 
Tennessee in baptisms

Three Memphis churches again led 
Tennessee Baptist churches in baptisms 
during the October 1979-September 1980 
church year, according to Malcolm 
McDow, evangelism director for the 
Tennessee Baptist Convention.

This is the third year in a row that the 
top three churches in reported baptisms 
were Memphis’ Bellevue Baptist 
Church, Broadway Baptist Church, and 
Leawood Baptist Church.

McDow also noted that this year there 
were 35 TBC churches which reported 75 
or more baptisms, compared to 21 in 1979 
and 17 in 1978.

Bellevue Baptist Church led the state 
with 567 baptisms. Adrian Rogers is 
pastor.

Second in this year’s reports was 
Broadway Baptist Church with 431 bap
tisms. Bobby Moore is the church’s 
pastor.

Leawood Baptist Church, where Jerry 
Glisson is pastor, claimed third place 
with 253 baptisms.

These were the only TBC churches 
which reported more than 200 baptisms.

Thirteen other Tennessee churches 
had 100 or more baptisms. These are:

- Emmanuel Baptist Church, Bristol, 
L. F. Valley, pastor, 189 baptisms.

- First Baptist Church, Millington, 
Ray Newcomb, pastor, 161 baptisms.
- Two Rivers Baptist Church, 

Nashville, Ralph Stone, pastor, 159 bap
tisms.
- Park Avenue Baptist Church. 

Nashville, Bob Mowrey, pastor, 152 bap
tisms.
- First Baptist Church, Smartt, Jerry

Committee on Public Affairs in 
Washington, D.C., urged patience and a 
recognition that the entire nation of Iran 
is not responsible. “Americans, of all 
people, should understand the limits of 
national responsibility. We would not 
like to be held accountable as a nation for 
the bloody terrorism of the Klan, the 
psychotic fanaticism of a Jim Jones cult, 
or the criminal corruption of a Nixon ad
ministration.”

Glenn Igleheart, director of the inter
faith witness department at the Southern 
Baptist Home Mission Board in Atlanta, 
encouraged Southern Baptists - as well 
as all Americans - to avoid a “new open 
season on hating Middle Easterners...”

He noted Iranians and other persons 
from the Mid-East face the possibility of 
violence, vandalism, and discrimination 
as “national anger transfers to 
somebody nearby.” In that situation, 
Baptists should respond with a commit
ment to minister rather than retaliate.

William Pinson, president of Golden 
Gate Baptist Theological Seminary in 
Mill Valley, Calif., and a former 
seminary ethics professor, said he ap
plauds the Reagan administration’s 
decision to look over the agreement be
tween the U.S. and Iran very carefully.

“We need to get the facts. Obviously, 
there is going to be lots of venting of 
frustration and emotion which has been 
bottled up for 14 months, and that makes 
this a dangerous time. We could over
react, and that is not a Christian 
response,” Pinson said.

Robinson, pastor, 144 baptisms.
- Germantown Baptist Church, Ger

mantown, Kenneth Story, pastor, 140 
baptisms.
- Central Baptist Church, Hixson, 

Ron Phillips, pastor, 132 baptisms.
- First Baptist Church, Mt. Juliet, 

Billie Friel, pastor, 127 baptisms.
- Fairview Baptist Church, Paris, 

Keith Grace, pastor, 125 baptisms.
- First Baptist Church, Clarksville, 

John Laida, pastor, 113 baptisms.
- Tennessee Avenue Baptist Church, 

Bristol, Willard Tallman, pastor, 104 
baptisms.
- Haywood Hills Baptist Church, 

Nashville, Roger Shelton, pastor, 100 
baptisms.

* Citizen’s Corner J
By Jerry M. Self

Public affairs and Christian life 
consultant

“How do you know when to turn off a 
life support system?” That might be a 
question Bobbie Durham woidd pose 
because of her concern for a friend fac-- 
ing that dilemma.

Actually, it became an issue for her 
loved ones in her behalf last week.

Each medical crisis has its own unique 
parts. It may not be 
wise to generalize. 
What one family 
decides may not be 
the proper action 
others would take. 
However, the 
following are some 
points for thought 
that apply to most 
medical life-or- 
death situations.

Life, and the end of life, has different 
religious and philosophical definitions. 
Medically, life is measured primarily by 
brain activity. Personality seems more 
closely tied to the diversity of brain pat
terns than to the regular beat of the heart 
or the rise and fall of breath.

Faith helps a Christian understand 
that the essence of a person is found in 
experiences, relationships, and the 
spiritual dimension of life. Thus wre have 
no desperate need to cling to a machine- 
prompted heartbeat.

The ever-living God breathes life into 
His creatures. There is a divine spark in 
our personalities which does not come 
from oxygen bottles or respirators. The 
machinery found in an intensive care 
unit has a wonderful capacity to protect 
life, but not one of them promises resur
rection power.

Part of the pain one faces in the deci
sion to turn off the machines throbs in 
the question, “Is my loved one being kept 
alive or are we merely maintaining body 
functions?” Another part of the pain has 
to do with a willingness to let go.

Again, the Christian’s faith aids us in 
releasing a loved one. Faith equips us 
with the living presence of our resur
rected Lord. Faith also brings us into the 
comforting circle of Christ’s community. 
And in our private moments, we claim 
the hope of resurrection for us all.

Grief is compounded by the hard deci
sions our technology sometimes imposes 
on us, but our grief is not as those who 
have no hope.
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----------------------- — BIBLE BOOK SERIES---------------------------
Lesson for Feb. 1

Freedom and weakness
By Ira Samuel Perkins, director of missions 
Big Hatchie Baptist Association, Covington

Basic Passage: 1 Corinthians 8:1-13
Focal Passage: 1 Corinthians 8:1-13

Knowledge and love contrasted (8:1-3)
In the Corinthian church, eating meat 

that had been offered to idols was a prob
lem of concern and interest to the Chris
tians. There were two possible sources of 
conflict: (1) social meals were a part of 
the custom and sometimes the meat was 
from an animal that had been sacrificed 
and (2) the meat 
sold in the market 
also might possibly 
be from an animal f jk
offered in sacrifice.

Knowledge and ' J
experience are 
possessed by 
everyone, says 
Paul, however there BHE 
is no reason for ■Mk ’SEHI 
pride or superiority Perkins 
because all knowledge comes from God 
(vs. 1-3). Often the person claiming 
superiority is struggling with the very 
thing that he condemns in others. True 
knowledge comes only after one has ad
mitted his lack of having all answers. No 
one person knows all there is to know 
about any subject, therefore, he can 
learn from the other. A person with true 
knowledge does not need to impress 
others with his vast amount of 
knowledge. Knowledge alone will build 
up self and lead to pride but love will 
build up the other person and thus the 
body of Christ. _ The wrong use of 
knowledge can destroy a relationship 
while love will take the same facts and 
make a friendship blossom. In itself 
knowledge is cold and informal but love 
gives warmth and enlightenment to any 
situation.

Idols contrasted with true God (8:4-6)
Idol worship was very prevalent in 

Corinth with many deities being wor-
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By David C. Sharp
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pew cushions

shiped and related to almost every area 
of life. True believers knew these gods to 
be powerless and of no real value but 
pagan worshipers believed them to be 
real. Paul, while admitting these beliefs 
in other deities existed, affirmed the uni
queness and singleness of Jehovah God 
(v. 4). Jehovah God was the originator of 
all things and the Christian knew him 
personally as powerful and unique.

The uniqueness of Christ was the reali
ty of being alive and present in the heart 
of the believer contrasted with the 
deadness and lack of power on the part of 
the pagan gods. A dead idol offered no 
help or comfort while God in the inner 
man gave peace and serenity.

Christians do not need to wait for 
deliverance in the future but live in a 
present reality. We know that all things 
come from Him and that we belong to 
Him (v. 6).
The Christian’s attitude towards the 

weak (8:7-13)
Different levels of maturity within the 

church caused problems of concern for 
Paul and the stronger Christians. Every 
person was not equal in maturity thus 
some actions created problems that 
must be defined “and confronted. Sea
soned Christians were not affected by the 
knowledge that some meat had been of
fered to idols, while others were very 
disturbed by this fact. Therefore, the 
stronger would need to be conscious of 
the need of a weaker brother and refrain 
from this act. The mature Christian is 
able to make decisions based on facts 
rather than act solely on emotions or 
opinions of others.

The governing rule of action is love 
rather than right or wrong in matters of 
conscience (v. 9).

A church in Vitoria do Conquista, 
Bahia, required members to sign a state
ment not to drink, smoke, dance, or at
tend movies and anyone who did any of 
these was subject to discipline by the 
church. One day a deacon came in elated 
that he had a picture of a member danc
ing. He said, “We now have evidence of 
the fact, therefore we should eliminate 
him.” The missing ingredient was love 
and remorse that a brother had fallen in
to sin.

True knowledge of Jehovah God frees 
one from sin but makes him responsible 
for every action and especially as it 
relates to other believers. Love is the 
deciding factor in matters of conscience 
and actions by stronger Christians and 
weaker brothers.

Call or write for specifications 
and price list.

NASHVILLE UPHOLSTERING CO.

2301 12th Ave. So., Nashville, Tn. 37204 
Phone 615-269-9628

also-pews upholstered or reupholstered

Master ( )
Crafted \ ) / With

// Loving Care

CHANCEL FURNITURE
CHAIRS PEWS

CUSHIONS

CHURCH FURNITURE 
AND STAINED GLASS 

LYNCHBURG. VIRGINIA 24502

115 Hardaway Drive 
Goodleltsville. Tenn. 37072

Call Toll Free 800-446-0945

UNIFORM SERIES
Lesson for Feb. 1

Trust in God's victory!
By Ircel C. Harrison Jr., director of campus ministries 

Carson-Newman College, Jefferson City
Basic Passage: Matthew 13:1-50 
Focal Passage: Matthew 13:24-35

Marshall McLuhan, communication 
theorist and philosopher, died recently. 
McLuhan, who coined the phrase “the 
medium is the message,” examined the 
impact of mass communication on socie
ty. In perceiving the power of the means 
of communication as well as the 
message it transmitted, he saw that the 
way people get information affects them 
as much as the in
formation itself.

As Jesus taught 
His followers about 
the kingdom, He 
needed an effective 
means to com
municate deep and 
profound truths. 
How could he ex
plain something to 
them which they Harrison 
had never seen or experienced? The 
answer was to forge a link between the 
unseen and something within their own 
experiences. The means He chose was 
the parable.

In today’s lesson, Jesus Continues to 
train believers for service and convey 
the nature of the kingdom through the 
use of parables.

Purpose of parables (13:34-35)
The word parable literally means 

“putting things side by side” and is 
similar to the term allegory, meaning 
“to say things in a different way.” This 
method of presenting truth in an in
teresting and memorable way was com
monly used by Jesus.

Parables make abstract ideas con
crete by putting them in terms and 
language from the listeners’ everyday 
experience. It is the link between the 
present and eternal truths. Perhaps the 
best description of a parable is “an 
earthly story with a heavenly meaning.”

Jesus used parables to reveal eternal 
truth, not to hide it (verse 35). If people 
do not understand, It is because “their 
eyes they have closed” (Matt. 13:15). We 
can only receive true teaching if our 
hearts are ready for it.

Although the quotation in verse 35 is at
tributed to “the prophet,” the citation is 
from Psalms 78:2. Here again we see 
Matthew’s teaching device of linking Old

Downey named pastor
James L. Downey has been called as 

pastor of Little Flat Creek Baptist 
Church, Corryton.

Downey is a senior at Carson-Newman 
College, Jefferson City. Previously, he 
served as pastor of Hollywood Hills Bap
tist Church, Knoxville.

BIBLE PUZZLE ANSWERS

Testament prophecy with New Testa
ment fulfillment.

Certain judgment in the Kingdom 
(13:24-30, 36-43)

Some see this parable as an attempt to 
explain why God allows good and evil to 
co-exist in the world, but the primary 
teaching is probably an answer to those 
who wondered why God’s judgment was 
delayed. If Jesus was truly the Messiah, 
why did he not bring the judgment 
foretold by John the Baptist?

The parable provides two answers. 
First, in their haste to destroy the weeds 
(evildoers), the workers would almost 
certainly uproot some of the wheat (the 
righteous ones). God works in His own 
good time and His methods are not to be 
changed because of man’s impatience. 
God’s redemptive plan must have the op
portunity to run its course.

Second, at the day of harvest (“the 
close of the age”), God will send His 
reapers and they will readily discern the 
weeds from the wheat, the evildoers 
from the righteous. The only one with the 
right to judge is God Himself. He alone 
can see all of a person’s life and deter
mine the ultimate destiny of that in
dividual.

We should not push the teaching of the 
parable too far, but Stagg does note that 
“for Matthew the world (verse 38) is the 
field for missionary work, not the nation 
Israel alone.” • g
Growth and power in the Kingdom 

(13:31-33)
These two parables speak to those who 

were disappointed at the small begin
nings of the kingdom as personified in 
Christ and His ministry. The Jews who 
had expected the kingdom of God to 
come in awesome power and military 
force was certainly disappointed in one 
who saw Himself as the Suffering Ser
vant of God and rejected militaristic 
means to bring in the kingdom.

Jesus knew that a great tree capable of 
holding birds in its branches could grow 
from a tiny mustard seed. In much the 
same way, a small band of ordinary peo
ple could become a universal fellowship 
through God’s power. The potential of a 
movement is not necessarily evident 
from observation of its beginnings.

Several years ago an engineer ran a 
computer program on this question? “If 
a piece of thin India paper, the thickness 
of a page in the Bible, were folded fifty 
times, how thick would it be?” The 
answer was startling: it would stand 
17-mQlion miles high! To put this in 
perspective, remember that the moon is 
only 239,000 miles away. This is only 
theoretically possible, of course, but it 
shows the potential in small things.

The parable of the leaven illustrated 
the power in a small substance. Working 
slowly and quietly from within, the 
leaven permeates the dough, changing 
its texture in a remarkable way. Such is 
the power of the Kingdom of God. Work
ing through the lives of believers, the 
truth that Jesus taught has permeated 
society and altered it in many ways. 
That calm but steady influence is cer
tainly needed today.

The Kingdom of God is inexorably at 
work in our world, even if we only rarely 
catch a glimpse of it. Its presence is an 
assurance of the victory which has 
already been won by Jesus Christ and 
His ultimate judgment of the world.
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LIFE AND WORK SERIES
Lesson for Feb. 1

Keeping life in perspective
By Danny E. Bush, associate minister

•c First Baptist Church, Oak Ridge
Basic Passage: Luke 12:13-59
Focal Passages: Luke 12:13-15, 22-31

A favorite story of mine and millions of 
people at Christmas time is the classic 
“A Christmas Carol” by Charles 
Dickens. Scrooge lived by himself and 
didn’t care for anyone. His money was 
his god. He was miserable until his life 
was transformed from a self-centered, 
thing oriented life, to an unselfish caring 
human being. That old character had 
lost his perspective 
in life to discover 
only an empty ex
istence. The chang
es in his priorities 
brought him a new 
lease on life.

Is it possible for 
an active Christian 
Southern Baptist to 
forfeit a satisfying 
life of faith for one 
of greed, impatience, and lack of 
spiritual progress? Yes, and it is not only 
possible, but, prevalent. Can it be avoid
ed? How can it be different? Jesus 
teaches His disciples of the first century 
and the twentieth century that the key to 
an abundant, fulfilling life is faith. This 
faith is a matter of choice. The choice is 
between preoccupation with material or 
physical things and spiritual matters 
which are eternal.

Does all of this sound simplistic and 
impractical? If it does, it probably is a 
sign that your life is more earthbound 
than heaven bound. It can mean that the 
cares and pressures of this contem
porary existence are taking their toll 
leaving you skeptical, resentful, and 
spiritually flat. Take heart fellow 
pilgrim. There is hope in the midst of 
crushing despair. Look to Jesus and live. 
Look to Jesus and rise above the pits of 
the ordinary to the plains of the extraor
dinary.

Presented here is not pie-in-the-sky by- 
and-by nor streets paved with proverbial 
gold. What Jesus offers is the essence of 
your fellowship with the Creator. The 
beginning of the indwelling of the Holy 
Spirit in the life of a believer comes 
about by God’s invitation and mankind’s 
faith response. From that point on, the 
quality of the walk of faith is largely 
determined by the amount of trust 
and/or faith exhibited by the Christian. 
If you trust God only for little things, your 
pilgrimage will be narrow. Trust the 
Redeemer for both the little things and 
the big things to sense divine purpose 
and satisfying living.

Many ministers can testify to the 
amazing resolve of problems that 
seemed utterly impossible to be over

come in the fellowships they are called to 
tend. Christians of all types of calling ex
perience the refreshing winds of content
ment as they yield in faith to the leader
ship of God.

Nowhere in Holy Writ is the follower of 
God promised implicit explanation or in
finite sight. We do often expect these and 
find ourselves crying out, “Why, when, 
where and how, Lord?” And the answer 
is, “Take up your cross and follow me.”

Far too often a saintly life is bartered 
away for a limited insurance for only the 
avoidance of an eternal firey hell. In so 
doing life becomes a living hell, even a 
blasphemy of the Divine will. The lack of 
righteous living, enough Sunday School 
teachers, generous financial givers, and 
magnanimous relief of human ills do not 
result because inadequate potential ex
ists. The lack is because faith is weak 
and priorities are misappropriated.

An attempt to cover up lack of faith ap
pears in expressions that imply that God 
does not really understand or fully ap
preciate circumstances as we know 
them. The truth is that God is fully aware 
of all our needs, physically, mentally, 
and spiritually. God patiently waits for 
us to do the best we possibly can while 
devoting ourselves to Him in childlike 
faith. Faith is always rewarded with per
sonal calm resolve and evidences of 
achievement. If you ask a Christian or 
congregation with strong faith if a cer
tain thing can be accomplished, they will 
tell you that if it is the will of God. that 
thing will come to pass as they submit 
themselves to the Worker of Miracles.

C-N Staley lectures 
to feature Claypool

JEFFERSON CITY - ‘‘Opening Blind 
Eyes” will be the general theme of the 
Staley Distinguished Christian Scholar 
Lectures at Carson-Newman College, 
Feb. 3-5.

John R. Claypool, minister of North
minister Baptist Church, Jackson, Miss., 
will be the featured lecturer for the 
series. The public is invited to attend the 
lectures.

The Staley Distinguished Christian 
Scholar Series is a project of the Thomas 
F. Staley Foundation of New York.

BUS WANTED
Used Greyhound/Trailways-type diesel bus 
with lavatory. Must be mechanically sound. 
Call Bob Cannon (901) 784-2002 or write:

First Baptist Church 
3400 E. Mitchell 
Humboldt, TN 38343

Kentucky attorney general advises 
schools to remove Commandments

FRANKFORT, Ky. (BP) - Copies of 
the Ten Commandments posted in Ken
tucky public school classrooms should 
come down, according to an advisory 
opinion from the state attorney general.

Copies of the decalogue had been 
posted with private funds in every 
classroom in 106 of Kentucky’s 120 coun
ties. But on Nov. 17, 1980, the Supreme 
Court ruled 5-4 that a Kentucky law re
quiring the posting was unconstitutional.

The Supreme Court, however, issued 
no opinion as to what should be done with 
the copies of the Ten Commandments 
already posted with the $250,000 raised 
for the purpose by such groups as Ken
tucky Heritage Foundation. When the 
court refused the request of the Ken
tucky attorney general to clarify, At
torney General Steven Beshear issued 
his advisory.
The five-page opinion is not binding and 
does not have the force of law. Each of 
Kentucky’s 181 school districts must now 
decide on their own to remove the 
plaques or leave them up. Beshear’s ad
visory warned of the risk of litigation 
from private parties if the plaques were 
not removed.

Tom Riner, executive director of the 
Kentucky Heritage Foundation, said 
none of the 21,000 copies of the Ten Com
mandments already in Kentucky 
classrooms was posted under the statute 
stricken by the Supreme Court. Instead, 
they were posted under a similar 
authority through local school boards us
ing private donations.

Riner and his wife Claudia, the state 
representative who introduced legisla
tion to require posting of the Ten Com
mandments in classrooms, feel the issue 
is a battle between state liberals, who 
control metropolitan Louisville, and Lex-

Van for Sale
74 Model Chevrolet 15-passenger 
van in good condition. Regular gas.

Clarence Kirk
Route 2

Ethridge, TN 38456
Morning and Night call 615-762-2729 

IVE BRING THE 
MOUNTAINTOP 
TO YOU...
Last summer. Centrifuge camps were a mountaintop experience 
for more than 8,000 youth (grades 7-12) at Ridgecrest and 
Glorieta Baptist Conference Centers. This year, to meet 
the growing demand. Centrifuge is expanding to four locations 
to include CENTRIFUGE SOUTH (Mobile College, Mobile, AL), 
CENTRIFUGE WEST (Glorieta Baptist Conference Center, Glorieta, 
NM), CENTRIFUGE EAST (Ridgecrest Baptist Conference Center, 
Ridgecrest, NC) and CENTRIFUGE NORTH (Hannibal- 
LaGrange College, Hannibal, MO).

ington and state level office, and conser
vatives, who control most county and 
local governments in the predominantly 
rural state.

Correspondingly, they feel school 
boards in Louisville and Lexington, 
where there is a ‘‘distinct likelihood” of 
challenge to take the plaques down, will 
remove them. And in the rural areas, 
where the prevailing opinion is similar to 
that of a principal who told Riner ‘‘it’s 
going to take more than Steve Beshear 
and the national guard to take these out 
of my classrooms,” the plaques will pro
bably stay up.

The Kentucky Heritage Foundation is 
continuing with its efforts to place copies 
of the Commandments in the 9,000 
classrooms where they have yet to be 
posted.

Riner, who is pastor of two small 
Southern Baptist churches in Louisville, 
and some other pastors in the state, have 
been somewhat miffed at the perceived 
lack of support by state convention of
ficials since Kentucky Baptists had 
voted to look favorably on the legislation 
in 1979. Owen had counseled caution until 
the law had passed court tests.

All summer at each location, the week-long camping program 
will include Bible study, recreation, special interest activities, 
worship services and devotions. Registration begins 
February 1, 1981.

Church Recreation Department
The Sunday School Board of the Southern Baptist Convention

For information write to CENTRIFUGE, 
Church Recreation Department, Baptist 
Sunday School Board, P.O. Box 24001, 
Nashville, TN 37202, 
or call (615) 251-2713

Hannibal LaGrange College 
Hannibal MO
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Uganda missionaries see dream come true
TESO DISTRICT, Uganda-There was 

no fancy coliseum or ornate sanctuary to 
house the crowd of Baptists, but for 
Southern Baptist Missionaries Doris and 
Harry Garvin, it was the most beautiful 
sight in all of Africa.

It was a blue-gray, moonlit African 
night. Some people, exhausted by a 
10-mile walk and a day’s worship, slept 
on reed mats. But most listened to Bible 
teaching and joined waves of singing and 
praying that swept across the crowd.

The Garvins, part of the group, 
savored the fruit of 10 years of labor 
among the people of the Teso district of 
Uganda. The first Southern Baptist mis
sionaries to live In the district, these 
Texas natives had seen the church grow 
and then recede under the repressive 
rule of former Ugandan president Idi 
Amin.

ON THE

CHRISTIAN LIFE COMMISSION, SBC
MILITARY HARD DRUG USE 
DECLINES — “In the most comprehen
sive survey ever conducted of drug and 
alcohol use in the military services, the 
Defense Department has found that, at 
least with hard drugs, the incidence has 
declined in the last five years. The study, 
in questioning almost 20,000 randomly 
selected service men and women at 81 in
stallations around the world, found that 
drug use in the military was slightly 
lower than that among civilians of the 
same age groups. Drug use among 
civilians has risen about 10 percent in re
cent years. The latest study found that 
the use of hashish and marijuana was 
about the same as reported in a less ex
tensive survey done in 1974. But the use 
of other substances by military person
nel declined worldwide, the survey said, 
the percentage of those saying they used 
stimulants changing from 15 percent to 
12 percent; depressants, 11 to 5 percent; 
hallucinogens, 14 to 5 percent, and such 
narcotics as heroin, 7 to 2 percent. At the 
same time, the survey found that slightly 
more military people than civilians 
drink beer and hard liquor.” (THE NEW 
YORK TIMES, December 8, 1980)

TOO MANY BLACKS? — “The number 
of blacks in the armed forces has troub
led some white members of Congress. 
They have even talked about the danger 
of an all-black force, but they have been 
unwilling publicly to specify those 
dangers. Privately some have feared 
that blacks might not fight en
thusiastically in a war against a black 
army in Africa. Or they have indicated 
that blacks create discipline problems 
for white officers and don’t readily obey 
orders. Actually, there is no likelihood of 
an all-black army; nor is there any 
reason to believe that blacks as such 
create discipline problems for compe
tent and fair white officers. It is true, 
however, that there are too few black of
ficers. In 1977 there were 11,000 black of
ficers and 310,000 black enlisted person
nel out of 2.1-million, or about 15 percent 
of the total. That was only 2 percent 
higher than the percentage of black 
youth ages 17-21 in the total youth 
population. There were 180,000 blacks in 
the army, 69,000 in the air force, 40,000 in 
the navy, and 30,000 in the marines. In 
1979,19 percent of the enlisted personnel 
in the armed forces were black.” (THE 
CHRISTIAN CENTURY, October 1, 
1980)

Even as they celebrated, all was not 
well in the country, but the Garvins were 
surrounded by about 2,000 Ugandans 
joined in one of the largest Baptist 
celebrations ever staged in East Africa.

The fact that the Teso Baptists had 
spent three months planning the meeting 
themselves told Garvin his dream of 
starting self-supporting Ugandan chur
ches was indeed coming true.

For years Garvin had told church 
leaders they could have conferences, 
large and small, without financial help 
from missionaries. Some had led small 
conferences, but this meeting for all 
Teso district churches demonstrated 
they also could do it on a large scale.

The area was just recovering from an 
eight-month famine, but about 30 Teso 
churches contributed about $2,000 to buy 
rice, beef, sheep, sweet potatoes, and 
corn meal porridge for the crowd. “The 
food was superior to anything I had ever 
seen here in Teso,” said Garvin.

And local Christians spent four weeks 
building the grass arbor which shaded 
participants from the brilliant equatorial 
sun. Even before the meeting, Teso Bap
tists were blessed by a weekly day of 
fasting and prayer in preparation, said 
Gar van.

When the Garvins moved into the area 
in 1970, he began building churches by 
visiting nearby villages with several 
Baptist pastors and laymen. By the time 
the family went on furlough in 1973, eight 
pastors had graduated from the local Bi
ble school. While the Garvins were gone, 
the government banned 14 denomina
tions.

Confusion and fear haunted Baptists 
although they weren’t among the banned 
groups at that time. “But a real spiritual 
giant emerged among the Teso churches 
named John Eceru,” said Garvin. “He 
visited all the churches during this time 
while we were on furlough and kept the 
church going though many were 
frightened.”

But the religious perscution did affect 
the churches. Attendance dropped, but 
Garvin also saw another change. “I 
began to notice a real difference in the 
teaching and preaching of several of the 
pastors. They were growing through 
pain, experience, personal devotional 
life, and real Bible study.” he said.

Religious persecution increased, and 
in September 1977, one month after the 
Garvins left for another furlough. Bap
tists were banned. The family returned

CELEBRATION — Missionary Harry Garvin celebrates the graduation of three new 
pastors with these Ugandan pastors and graduates. When he came to Uganda in 
1970, Garvin dreamed of self-supporting churches and well-trained pastors. He 
recently gathered with these men at a meeting financed and planned by the chur
ches of the area.

DINNER BREAK — These Ugandan Baptists were among the more than 2,000 who 
gathered for a two-day conference recently. Even though the area was recovering 
from an eight-month famine, the churches contributed about $2,000 to feed the
crowd.
to Africa with a temporary assignment 
to Kenya, but they arranged a visit to 
Uganda, hoping to move back.

They slept in one of the villages and 
met with about 20 church represen
tatives who reported that 29 of 31 pastors 
were still faithful. Ten churches were 
meeting in spite of the ban.

But they said the Garvins should not 
return to live there. “If you do, the 
authorities will start following us again 
and it will be discovered that we are still 
meeting. We will then be arrested and 
perhaps killed,” they said.

The Garvins returned to Kenya, but 
kept in touch with church members until 
they were able to return to the country 
following Amin’s downfall. There they 
found the church changed, but not 
destroyed.

Garvin and special project physician 
Hal Browning Boone were Bible 
teachers at the recent Teso conference, 
but so were Ugandan pastors like 
Samweli Wamanga, who preached on the 
home. “Because the Ugandan home has 
deep roots in polygamy and other anti- 
Biblical traditions concerning the home, 
no message could have been more time
ly,” said Garvin. “Pastor Wamanga 
gave a very good presentation on the 
Biblical order of the home, presenting it 

with a deep understanding of the African 
home.”

After Wamanga’s teaching, about 500 
people dedicated their homes to the 
Lord. And during the conference, about 
60 people made public decisions to 
become Christians, joining many others 
who had already made that commit
ment.

As he left the meeting, Garvin kept 
thinking of the more than 1,000 people in 
the Teso area waiting for the swamps to 
fill with rain water so they could be bap
tized. And his mind kept going back to 
the dream he had when he came to Ugan
da 10 years earlier - “the dream of 
plowing where no one else was plowing, 
the dream of being a part of starting a 
church that would be totally indigenous, 
the dream of seeing these churches start 
other churches.”

Seeing the dream come true was just 
too much for him to take in, he said. 
“Sleep would not come to me that night 
as I thought about wfhat God had done 
and I thought and prayed about what I 
was sure God was going to do in the near 
future in His church in this suffering 
country.”

Disbanded church 
reborn in Israel '

HAIFA, Israel - A Baptist congrega
tion in Haifa, Israel’s principal port city 
on the Mediterranean, is coming alive 
after seven years of death, says Baptist 
leader Ibrahim Sim’an.

Sim’an and his family began having Fri
day evening worship services in their 
home at the foot of Mount Carmel a few 
months ago. Now other families are at
tending and they hope the congregation, 
which disbanded in 1973 due to dishar
mony among Arab and Jewish leaders, 
will be revitalized.

Sim’an, who was ordained as a 
minister in 1979 and who serves as 
chaplain in hospitals and to refugees 
from the civil war in Lebanon, also 
reports that an inter-community Bible 
study has begun in the city. He leads the 
Protestant and Catholic laymen and 
clergymen from various churches in the 
study and subsequent discussions of the 
Christian faith.

“The number of believers in Haifa is 
growing slowly but surely,” Sim’an says 
with joy. He says he hopes that during 
1981 these believers will be drawn into a 
living fellowship based on the New 
Testament.


