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Prayer session planned 
for Los Angeles SBC
Plans for an around-the-clock prayer 

meeting during next June’s Southern 
Baptist Convention in Los Angeles have 
been announced by Jack R. Taylor, SBC 
first vice-president.

Called Prayer Mobilization of the 
Southern Baptist Convention, the con
tinuous prayer session will be held at 
nearby Hilton Hotel.

In conjunction with this prayer em
phasis, Taylor has enlisted a prayer 
chain of 38 representatives in each state 
and regional convention and has asked 
that May 24 be observed in Baptist chur
ches as a day of prayer for the conven
tion.

Jerry Glisson, pastor of Memphis’

Baptists slain 
in El Salvador

RICHMOND, Va. (BP)- Reports of 
the killings of a Baptist pastor and one of 
his church members in El Salvador and 
the withdrawal of American Baptist Con
vention missionaries have been con
firmed by the Southern Baptist Foreign 
Mission Board.

The reports indicated Pastor Salvador 
Rodriguez of Chapeltique Baptist Church 
and an unidentified woman member of 
his congregation were slain by a 
paramilitary-type rightist group, 
reportedly about Feb. 27 in the rural 
area where the church is located.

The two victims were reported to have 
been among four who received letters 
warning they would be killed. Two other 
Baptists who received letters have fled.

No other information was available on 
the withdrawal of ABC missionaries. 
Don R. Kammerdiener, Southern Baptist 
FMB director for Middle America and 
the Caribbean, said he confirmed the in
formation in a telephone conversation 
with Victor Mercado, an official of the 
American Baptist Convention in Valley 
Forge, Pa. American Baptists are the 
primary sponsors of Baptist-related 
work in El Salvador.

Southern Baptists have had three mis
sionary couples assigned to El Salvador. 
One of the couples, the Hoyt Eudalys, 
have just returned to the United States 
after completing their term of service. 
Those remaining are Bill and Libby Sten- 
nett and Ernie and Lee Ann McAninch.

The two Southern Baptist couples are 
working mainly in the capital city of San 
Salvador now, Kammerdiener reported, 
and do not feel it is necessary for them to 
leave the country. They are doing 
bookstore and literature type work.

Kammerdiener said churches are 
reported packed for services and there is 
a great demand for Bibles and other 
literature.

El Salvador’s ruling junta has been 
under severe attack from both leftist 
guerrillas and rightist forces with more 
than 20,000 reported killed in fighting 
within the past year.

Leawood Baptist Church, has been ap
pointed as Tennessee representative. 
Special prayer concerns related to the 
June SBC will be shared through the 
prayer chain between now and June.

During the convention itself, the 
prayer session will be held from Monday 
night, June 8, through Thursday night, 
June 11. Taylor will assign various state 
groups and others to lead the prayer 
meetings in one-hour segments.

Glisson says that, as Tennessee 
representative, he will lead two one-hour 
segments - Tuesday, June 9, 9:00-10:00 
p.m. and Thursday. June 11, ll:00a.m.-12 
noon. Realizing that the latter comes at 
the time of one of the major 
miscellaneous business sessions of the 
convention, Glisson told the Baptist and 
Reflector that he hopes some of the non
messenger visitors will come to that ses
sion. allowing the messengers to par
ticipate in the business session.

Glisson commented that he hopes that 
Tennesseans will go to the prayer room 
at the Hilton Hotel many times during 
the convention, not just during these 
Tennessee segments.

“I am excited about this addition to the 
convention,” Glisson said. ‘‘There is 
nothing ‘political’ about prayer, so all 
Southern Baptists should be anxious to 
participate.” He added, ‘‘Those who 
know Jack Taylor or have read his books 
know of his heart’s concern for our need 
of prayer for one another.”

Glisson said there is no prepared agen
da or program for the prayer session and 
the responsibility for how each one-hour 
segment is to be conducted is up to the 
leader. ‘‘The segments which I lead will 
be strictly for prayer,” he added.

Commenting on the Prayer Mobiliza
tion, Taylor said, ‘‘Across this great con
vention, there is a wide spectrum of feel
ings and opinions, but I sense that there 
will be a great coming together around 
what God just might desire for our con
vention.”

Additional information about the May 
24 day of prayer will be shared later 
throuth the Baptist and Reflector.

Furnace explodes 
at Jackson church

The furnace at Calvary Baptist 
Church, Jackson, exploded just as Sun
day School was beginning March 8, injur
ing three men who were attempting to 
light the gas furnace’s pilot.

The furnace, duct work, and the ceiling 
area near the furnace were damaged 
and a back door was blown off, but there 
was no other damage to the building.

Joe Patton, who received the most 
serious injury, is in the burn unit of Bap
tist Hospital, Memphis, with third- 
degree burns on the lower part of his 
body. He is recovering satisfactorily, but 
some skin grafts will probably be

(Continued on page 2)

Few rooms available for SBC
LOS ANGELES (BP)- Some rooms remain for the 1981 meeting of the 

Southern Baptist Convention at the Los Angeles Convention Center although 95 
percent are reserved.

“There are a few rooms available, mostly through cancellations,” said Tim 
Hedquist, associate executive secretary and director of financial planning for 
the SBC Executive Committee.

Hedquist, however, warned that most of the rooms still available are higher 
priced rooms.

Persons still needing reservations should obtain forms from their state con
vention offices or use the form in the September 1980 issue of Baptist Program.

“Even when the block of rooms reserved through the Los Angeles Housing 
Bureau are gone, there are still plenty of rooms. There are some 11,000 rooms in 
downtown Los Angeles, and we (the SBC) are using about half of them,” Hed
quist said.

“Persons wishing to do so may negotiate directly with hotels the city’s hous
ing bureau is not using for our convention,” he added, saying most of them are 
not within walking distance, but are “within a five-mile radius of the conven
tion center.”

Persons wishing to obtain the names of other hotels in Los Angeles may 
telephone the housing bureau at (213 ) 488-0211.

FMB names new staffers, 
funds evangelism projects

RICHMOND. Va. (BP)- Reports of 
successful evangelistic crusades, ap
propriations to fund special evangelism 
projects and the selection of two new 
associates for the east Asia director, 
highlighted the March meeting of the 
Southern Baptist Foreign Mission Board.

Evangelistic crusades in the Philip
pines and Mexico have resulted in more 
than 17,000 professions of faith recently, 
the board was told.

Incomplete reports from a 355-church 
simultaneous crusade in the Mindanao 
and Visayan areas of the Philippines list 
14,200 persons who professed faith in 
Jesus Christ as Saviour, according to Bill 
Wakefield, area director for south and 
southeast Asia.

Charles Bryan, vice-president for 
overseas operations, told directors the 
recent Billy Graham crusade in Mexico 
City resulted in 3,522 decisions.

In addition to hearing the reports, 
directors also appropriated $420,000 for 
special evangelistic projects, of which 
$200,000 will be used to pay field-related 
expenses as the board moves ahead with 
plans to begin assuming responsibility 
for partnership evangelism projects.

The projects were planned in coopera
tion with the World Evangelism Founda
tion. The foundation, based in Dallas and 
headed by former missionary W. H. 
(Dub) Jackson, voted last fall to phase 
out its operation because the Foreign 
Mission Board is working in partnership 
evangelism areas.

The projects, to involve volunteers 
from Southern Baptist churches working 
in coordination with missionaries and 
Baptist churches overseas, are planned 
this year in Korea, Indonesia, Singapore, 
England, Spain, and Portugal.

In other action, two new associates 
were named to assist the area director of 
east Asia, a more liberal policy toward 
overseas adoptions was approved, and 
cautious optimism was expressed about 
Lottie Moon Christmas Offering receipts.

The new associates for east Asia are 
Robert Hardy, missionary to Japan, who 
will be a liaison between the board and 
missionaries in Hong Kong-Macao and 
Taiwan; and Milton Womack, mis
sionary to Hong Kong, who will be a 
liaison for missionaries in Japan and 
Korea.

Hardy will be stationed in Hong Kong, 
but current duties will prevent his 
accepting his new responsibilities until 
the beginning of 1982. He has been a 
hospital chaplain in Kobe since 1972 and 
earlier was assistant chaplain at the 
Japan Baptist Hospital in Kyoto and did 
evangelistic work in Niigata. He is a 
Kentucky native; his wife, the former 
Mavis Shiver, is from Alabama.

Womack will be stationed in Japan and 
expects to assume his new respon
sibilities in late summer. He has been 
assigned to Hong Kong Baptist College 
since 1976. Before going overseas he was 
a psychologist at University Baptist 
Church, Fort Worth, Tex. He also 
worked in various counseling capacities 
in Texas and Tennessee. Both Womack 
and his wife, the former Mary Ann 
Clark, consider Texas their home state.

Treasurer Carl Johnson said receipts 
for the Lottie Moon offering through 
March 6 were $33,513,078, up more than 
$3.8-million over the same period last 
year. The total represents 74.5 percent of 
the $45-million goal. At the same time 
last year 73.2 percent of a $40.5-million 
goal had been received.
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C-N, ETBH join hands Indonesia grants new visas 
to offer B.S. in nursing for missionaries to enter

.JEFFERSON CITY - Two Tennessee 
Baptist institutions, Carson-Newman 
College and East Tennessee Baptist 
Hospital in Knoxville, are merging 
strengths to establish a Bachelor of 
Science degree program in nursing 
beginning next fall. The B.S. degree will 
be awarded by Carson-Newman.

Carson-Newman President J. Cordell 
Maddox and Earl Skogman, hospital 
president, expressed appreciation to the 
task force committee headed by Roy 
Dobyns, the college’s academic dean, 
and Betty Shelley, director of the ETBH 
School of Nursing.

Exploratory discussions on 
establishing the program were begun in 
1975. East Tennessee Baptist Hospital 
currently has a diploma nursing pro
gram.

“We felt that there was a positive need 
for additional professional registered 
nurses,” said Maddox. “In addition, 
there is a need for advanced preparation 
for nurses beyond the diploma program.

“It was a natural meshing of 
strengths,” he continued. “Because East 
Tennessee Baptist Hospital already had 
a strong diploma program, and we had a 
highly recognized academic program, it 
seemed that by blending these two 
strengths we would be in a position to 
help meet a crucial need in the health 
care field. The fact that both institutions 
are Baptist and within close proximity 
are additional pluses.”

A name for the nursing school has not 
yet been decided. Students will spend the 
first and fourth years on the C-N cam
pus. The second and third years will be in 
residence at East Tennessee Baptist 
Hospital in Knoxville.

“This new venture,” Skogman said, 
“will allow our school to continue its 
record of excellence with strong clinical 
emphasis and yet broaden the scope of 
nursing education in this day of high 
technology.”

Lillian Archilles, ETBH vice-president 
of nursing services, cited the current 
nursing shortage. She stressed there is 
presently an 11 percent shortage of

Furnace explodes...
(Continued from page 1) 

necessary, according to Paul Clark, 
pastor of the church. He said Patton will 
be hospitalized for about four to six 
weeks.

The other two church members, Ron 
Smith and Milton Chrisp, were treated 
and released at a Jackson hospital. 
Smith’s eyes were blistered, but he is 
recovering rapidly and doctors believe 
complete healing will occur. Chrisp 
received some facial burns, but is “doing 
fine,” said Clark.

He said the three men had gone to 
relight the pilot, not knowing there was 
gas in the unit. When they attempted to 
light it,dt exploded.

Clark said the explosion was heard 
throughout the building. The church 
members, he said, were calm and order
ly, quickly evacuating the nursery first, 
and then the rest of the building.

“The Lord was with us,” he said. 
“There were a lot of people in the 
building. They just marched out like it 
was a fire drill.”

Since the explosion, the fumace has 
been repaired and the previously 
scheduled revival, March 15-22, began as 
planned. Clark said he is praying for the 
“explosive power of the Holy Spirit” to 
cause the next explosion in the church. 

registered nurses in Knoxville. This 
figure is expected to double in the next 
five years, according to the Tennessee 
Hospital Association.

“Many registered nurse diploma pro
grams across the nation are being 
phased out,” Archilles said. “The pro
gram being established between ETBH 
and C-N will not only improve the quanti
ty but the quality of nurses. This is the 
third program of its kind in the United 
States.”

ETBH will continue its diploma pro
gram. At the end of the third year 
students in the program will become 
registered nurses after passing the State 
Board Examination. They may then pur
sue the B.S. degree from C-N in their 
fourth year. The ETBH Diploma School 
had the second highest score in Ten
nessee on the last State Board Examina
tion.

One unique aspect of the new program 
will put the students in the clinical 
hospital situation in the summer follow
ing their first year at Carson-Newman.

Union U. announces 
$1.75-million drive

JACKSON - Citing an enrollment 
jump of nearly 40 percent in the past five 
years, Union University trustees have 
announced a $1.75-million fund-raising 
campaign to relieve overcrowded condi
tions.
The program calls for nearly $1.4-million 
to be earmarked for the first major ex
pansion of the Penick Academic Com
plex. The remainder will be spent on ad
ditional student housing units.

In order to begin construction im
mediately on priority items, trustees an
nounced in late February the expen
diture of $500,000 for eight additional stu
dent apartments, four classrooms, and 
the extension of the dining hall. That 
project scheduled for completion by Aug. 
15, is included in the $1.75-million cam
paign.

The trustees also announced that the 
legendary Paul “Bear” Bryant, head 
football coach at the University of 
Alabama and former football coach at 
Union, will return to the college on April 
10 for a fund-raising dinner. The 
$100-a-plate kick-off banquet, set for 
Fred DeLay Gymnasium, will be limited 
to 800 workers, their spouses, and special 
guests.

Bryant helped coach the college’s foot
ball squad in 1936. This will be his first 
return to Union in 45 years.

Retired HMB leader, 
L. O. Griffith, dies

JONESBORO, Ga. (BP)- L. O. Grif
fith, retired director of the Southern Bap
tist Home Mission Board’s communica
tion division, died March 10. He was 74 
years old.

Griffith began work with the Home 
Mission Board as director of promotion 
in 1951. He was named director of a 
newly-organized division of education 
and promotion in 1959. He retired Dec. 
31, 1971.

After retirement, Griffith was in
strumental in starting Faith Baptist Mis
sion in Stockbridge, Ga., and was its 
pastor from 1972 until 1976. In 1979 when 
the mission was constituted as a church, 
the name was changed to Griffith 
Memorial Baptist Church in his honor.

The funeral was in Jonesboro and 
burial was in Shelby, N.C.

JAKARTA, Indonesia (BP)- After a 
year and a half of restrictions and delays 
in visa renewals, the government of In
donesia has approved two new visas for 
missionaries.

One visa application was approved 
after having been in process for six 
months but the second was approved in 
less than a month. It has been two years 
since the Indonesian government 
granted a new visa to Southern Baptist 
missionaries.

“It now seems evident that Indonesia 
is open for new missionaries to come and 
give assistance,” said William 
Wakefield, Southern Baptist Foreign 
Mission Board director for south and 
southeast Asia. “I believe that the two 
visas coming this close to each other and 
the last one so fast reflect a favorable at
titude of the government toward grant
ing new visas for Baptists.”

“And it’s significant that both these 
visas are for field evangelists,” he add
ed. “I’d like to stress that in contrast 
with what we’ve experienced in the past 
two or three years it is now evident that 
the Indonesian government is willing for 
new missionaries under our board to 
come into Indonesia.”

In July 1979 missionary families began 
receiving restricted visa extensions 
stamped with the notation that they 
could not be renewed. Government let
ters indicated missionaries who had 
been in Indonesia at least five years 
would have to leave when their visas ex
pired.

Under those restrictions almost 90 per
cent of the Southern Baptist missionaries 
assigned to Indonesia would have been 
forced to leave the country within two 
years. Missionaries and board officials

Sunday School Board appoints 
telecommunications consultant

NASHVILLE (BP)- In a move to im
plement a denominational telecom
munications system, a consultant and a 
special staff study team have been ap
pointed at the Southern Baptist Sunday 
School Board.

Board President Grady C. Cothen 
named Dan K. Phillips of Birmingham, 
Ala., as the consultant, and appointed a 
Teleteam of five staffers to serve with 
Phillips to study programming, produc
tion, and financing of such a system.

Phillips joined the telecommunica
tions staff March 16. He has done con
sultative work with the Southern Baptist 
Radio and Television Commission and 
with a Birmingham, Ala., group which is 
building a low-power telecommunica
tions transmitting and receiving facility.

Currently employed as a design 
engineer with Southern Company Serv
ices of Birmingham, Phillips will pro
vide expertise on telecommunications 
technology and will serve on the 
Teleteam.

Other members of the Teleteam are 
Richard Kay, chairman and director of 
the office of planning; Jimmy Edwards, 
vice-president for publishing; Morton 
Rose, vice-president for church pro
grams and services; DeVaughn Woods, 
vice-president for finance; and Lloyd 
Householder, director of cummunica- 
tions.

Kay, who will direct initial work on the 
telecommunications system, said 
Phillips “is knowledgeable of the fast
moving telecommunications industry 
and has experience in the development 

called for prayer intervention.
After three months of tight restric

tions, visa renewals began trickling 
through, most without the stamped nota
tion, “may not be extended again.” 
Later, even the non-extendable visas 
were renewed after the decisions were 
appealed. By mid-1980 the situation had 
improved greatly, though no new visas 
had been granted since February 1979.

The Indonesian government’s attitude 
on visas reflects a general policy of en
couraging foreigners to train Indone
sians to replace them. A vocal group 
among the Moslem majority would like 
to see all Christian groups leave In
donesia.

This feeling was reflected in 1980 when 
Southern Baptist missionaries learned 
the Baptist hospital in Bukittinggi, a 
strong Moslem area, would have to 
relocate.

Negotiations for land and facilities far
ther south on the island of Sumatra are 
going well, according to Wakefield. In
cluded in the agreement to move the 
hospital was a provision that the govern
ment be less restrictive in granting new 
visas.

“We asked for a guarantee of a 
minimum 10-year period for medical 
personnel,” Wakefield said. “We told the 
government that we couldn’t train In
donesians to take over the hospital in less 
than 10 years. We also hoped the same 
time period would be applicable to other 
types of missionaries.”

“It appears that the government is do
ing everything it can to work 
cooperatively with us in relocating the 
hospital in a satisfactory manner in 
Lampung,” Wakefield said.

NEW CONSULTANT — Dan Phillips 
(right), new telecommunications con
sultant at the Sunday School Board, 
talks with Richard Kay, the board's 
director of planning.
of an uplink station with broadcast 
capabilities.”

Phillips holds a bachelor’s degree in 
electrical engineering from Tennessee 
Technological University, Cookeville, 
and the master of divinity degree from 
Southern Baptist Theological Seminary, 
Louisville, Ky. He has completed ad
vanced studies in reliability engineering 
from UCLA and Rutgers University.

Phillips has been pastor of churches in 
Indiana and Alabama.
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TENNESSEAN AT SEMINAR — Jerry Self (right), public affairs and Christian life con
sultant for the Tennessee Baptist Convention, attended a recent Sunday School 
Board seminar on strengthening families. With Self are Don Herman (left), 
Indiana's family ministry consultant, and Doug Anderson, supervisor of the board's 
family enrichment section.

Group suggests ways to improve 
Baptist-Jewish relationships

Union's Spring Bible Conference 
in April to feature Manual Scott

ATLANTA (BP)- Following up 
discussions initiated by Southern Baptist 
Convention President Bailey Smith, 
representatives of the Southern Baptist 
Home Mission Board and the Anti
Defamation League of B’nai B’rith 
outlined plans to implement efforts to 
improve relations between Southern 
Baptists and Jews.

The meeting was chaired jointly by 
Glenn Igleheart, director of the board’s 
interfaith witness department, and 
Theodore Freeman, national program 
director for the ADL.

The implementation meeting followed 
two meetings Smith, pastor of First 
Southern Baptist Church of Del City, 
Okla., had with representatives of the 
ADL. The first meeting, Dec. 18, was 
held at Smith’s request in the wake of 
controversy over Smith’s widely 
reported comments that God does not 
hear the prayers of Jews and that Jews 
have funny looking noses.

It resulted in a joint statement con-

Seminary announces
Shoemake Chair

FORT WORTH, Tex. (BP)- South
western Baptist Theological Seminary 
has announced the Earl L. and Vivian 
Gray Shoemake Chair of Personal 
Growth and Ministry.

The Paducah, Ky., couple established 
the chair anonymously in 1974 as a 
charitable remainder unitrust fund at 
the Southern Baptist Foundation. 
Southwestern seminary will receive one- 
half of the trust, now valued at $515,000. 
The Southern Baptist Home and Foreign 
Mission Boards each will receive 20 per
cent. The remainder of the fund will go to 
the American Bible Society and the 
Medical Assistance Programs Inc.

At the Shoemakes’ request, the three 
SBC agencies will use their gifts to pro
vide funds for studies concerning the 
mental health of ministers and their 
families. The money also will be used to 
establish training, counseling and 
guidance programs for missionaries and 
their families. The Southwestern chair 
will be in the school of religious educa
tion and will provide for study in the role 
assessment of family relationships in the 
ministry. 

demning anti-Semitism, reaffirming the 
individual theology of each group, and 
agreeing to establish a joint working 
relationship between the groups.

The second meeting, in February, 
established a work group to begin im
plementation of the agreement.

The HMB-ADL meeting was spent 
brainstorming ways Southern Baptists 
and Jews can work cooperatively and 
ways in which understanding between 
the two groups can be improved.

Among the ideas proposed were a 
three-day dialogue-institute at one of the 
six Southern Baptist seminaries; a 
series of articles for Baptist and Jewish 
publications designed to bring about 
mutual understandings; promotion of 
Jewish Fellowship Week which this year 
falls on both Easter Sunday and 
Passover festival; joint social action 
projects on human rights and religious 
liberty; development and use of televi
sion and video programs of mutual in
terest and concern; participation in sum
mer camp programs sponsored by Bap
tists and Jews; development of personal 
and professional relationships between 
regional directors of the two organiza
tions; and possible weekend retreats for 
Baptist and Jewish couples.

The group agreed to draft specific pro
posals for implementation of the ideas 
they discussed and to present their 
priorities and proposals in another 
meeting to be scheduled before May 28 
when the ADL has its annual commission 
meeting.

Pastor tells Jews of 'boundary
CHAMPAIGN, UI. (BP) - Jesus Christ marks a boundary between the Chris

tian and Jewish faiths, but should never be set up as a barrier, a Baptist pastor 
told a synagogue audience in Champaign, UI.

“Any Christian worth his salt is obliged to say that Christ defines the bound
ary between a Christian and a Jew,” John Thomason, pastor of Temple Baptist 
Church in Champaign, told the congregation at Sinai Temple. “We believe that 
God’s act in Jesus is His supreme revelation. For us, Christ is unique. But to 
transform Christ from a boundary into a barrier is an unwarranted move.”

Thomason was invited to address the Jewish audience after he wrote a letter 
to their rabbi, Isaac Newman, expressing dismay over remarks by SBC Presi
dent Bailey Smith last summer that “God Almighty does not hear the prayer of 
a Jew.”

In his message, Thomason made clear his faith in Christ as the Messiah, but 
stated his position that no one should be disenfranchised from approaching God 
in prayer.

JACKSON - An in-depth study of the 
books of Hebrews and Romans will be a 
highlight of Union University’s tenth an
nual Spring Bible Conference, April 7-9.

Serving as worship leader for the con
ference will be Manual Scott, pastor of 
Calvary Baptist Church, Los Angeles, 
Calif, for the past 31 years. Other 
speakers will include Huber Drumwright 
Jr., executive secretary of the Arkansas 
Baptist Convention, and Ray Robbins, 
professor of New Testament and Greek 
at New Orleans Baptist Theological 
Seminary.

Claude H. Rhea, dean of the School of 
Music at Samford University, Birm
ingham, Ala., will direct congregational 
singing for the conference as well as pre
sent a mini-concert in the morning ses
sions.

Nazareth Baptists 
protest crime rate

NAZARETH, Israel (BP)- Baptist 
leaders have appealed to Nazareth and 
Israeli authorities for better police pro
tection after repeated acts of burglary, 
vandalism, and desecration of Baptist 
property.

The latest in a series of incidents oc
curred when someone broke into 
Nazareth Baptist Church; urinated on 
the pulpit, Bibles, and hymnbooks; and 
stole an electric fan and 15 sets of ear
phones, reports Elizabeth F. Smith, 
Southern Baptist press representative in 
Israel.

At the school next door, bars were torn 
away from an office window, the glass 
broken, and an adding machine stolen. 
Police later recovered the fan and 13 sets 
of the earphones, valued at $70 each, 
Mrs. Smith said.

This was the first time the church had 
been burglarized, but was the sixth 
burglary for the school, Mrs. Smith said. 
The cars of several teachers at the 
school have been vandalized and the 
secretary has been harassed in her office 
during school hours. “The identity of the 
perpetrator of this act is known to the 
police, but they have failed to in
vestigate,” Sakhnini said.

Southern Baptist representative Ray 
Hicks, director of the 550-student school, 
said that when the burglary was dis
covered at 6:30 a.m. Saturday, a custo
dian immediately called police. Only one 
man, the one on the switchboard, was on 
duty.

Police did not arrive to investigate un
til later that morning. They arrested a 
man loitering in a nearby park after a 
box containing some of the stolen items 
was discovered hidden there. The man 
was questioned and released the follow
ing day.

Robbins

Theme for the three-day meeting, 
which will be held in G. M. Savage 
Memorial Chapel, will be “The Gospel 
For Every Man.” Daily study sessions, 
inspirational music, and special worship 
programs will be featured during the 
event.

Scott, who will deliver a morning and 
evening sermon every day, has served as 
vice-president of the National Baptist 
Convention and as a General Council 
member of the Baptist World Alliance. A 
lecturer on homiletics and hermeneutics 
for U. S. Army chaplains, he has 
authored two books.

Drumwright, who previously served 20 
years as dean of the School of Theology 
and professor of New Testament at 
Southwestern Baptist Theological 
Seminary, Fort Worth, Tex., will con
duct a series of studies on Romans 1-11. 
The author of several books, Drum
wright has been Arkansas Baptists’ top 
executive since September 1980.

Robbins will lead a study on the book of 
Hebrews. He has pastored churches in 
Mississippi and Kentucky, as well as 
teaching at Samford University prior to 
joining the seminary. Robbins is the 
author of Volume 11 of the Broadman Bi
ble Commentary', dealing with the book 
of Philemon.

Rhea has been a featured soloist and 
music director for numerous Southern 
Baptist Convention gatherings, state 
convention meetings, and Woman’s Mis
sionary Union conventions. He was 
music coordinator for the 1970 Baptist 
World Congress in Tokyo and has written 
five books and recorded five albums.

Sessions will be held at 10 a.m. and 11 
a.m., 2 p.m., 3 p.m., 7 p.m., and 8 p.m. 
daily. More than 2,500 church workers 
and laymen from throughout West Ten
nessee and surrounding states are ex
pected to attend the conference.

Congregations from area churches will 
again be invited to meet in a joint wor
ship service for the Wednesday night ses
sion.

Hermitage church 
gets new pastor

New Hope Baptist Church on New 
Hope Road in Hermitage recently called 
Steve Atwood as pastor. He has already 
begun his ministry there.

A native of Paragould, Ark., Atwood 
graduated from Union University, 
Jackson, and New Orleans Baptist 
Theological Seminary, New Orleans, La. 
While in seminary, he served as pastor of 
New Salem Baptist Church, McCall 
Creek, Miss., and as pastor of a mission 
in Amite, La.

Atwood has also served as minister of 
youth at First Baptist Church, McKen
zie; as pastor of Prospect Baptist 
Church, Hollow Rock. These three chur
ches are in the Carroll-Benton Baptist 
Association.

Active in associational work in the 
Carroll-Benton Association, Atwood has 
served as chairman of the missions com
mittee and as church training youth 
leader.
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EDITORIAL

A new basis for SBC messengers?
Regular readers of the Baptist and Reflector should 

be well aware that we are unequivocally committed 
to the Cooperative Program. This process devised by 
Southern Baptists in 1925 to support the various mis
sions and ministries of the state conventions and the 
Southern Baptist Convention continues to serve our 
denomination well.

The plan makes it possible for every Baptist to sup
port every aspect of Baptist work through one gift. 
Yet, this is accomplished through a procedure that 
does not violate our congregational form of govern
ment and the right of any Baptist to have a say in how 
these funds are collected and spent.

A church member determines how much he will 
give to his church. In church business meeting, he has 
a voice in determining how the church budget is spent 
— including how much or what percentage is shared 
with the Cooperative Program. As a messenger to the 
Tennessee Baptist Convention, he has a voice in how 
these Cooperative Program receipts are spent within 
our state - and what percent of the Tenneseee 
Cooperative Program will be shared with the SBC 
Cooperative Program. As a messenger to the 
Southern Baptist Convention, he has a voice in how 
the SBC Cooperative Program is divided to support 
the ministries and missions carried on by the SBC 
agencies and institutions.

The Cooperative Program is important. It is the 
basic support of every SBC agency. Without a doubt, 
it is the means by which God has blessed our 
denomination to make many significant advances in 
our work for Him.

But, is the Cooperative Program of such impor
tance that it is the basis on which we determine the 
loyalty of a person or a church to our denomination? 
This question must be squarely faced, because of an 
amendment to the SBC Constitution to be recommend 
by the Executive Committee to the convention in Los 
Angeles.

The amendment would be to Article III, Member
ship. It contains five paragraphs, which need to be 
examined.

The Convention shall consist of messengers who are 
members of missionary Baptist churches cooperating 
with the Convention as follows:
1. One (1) messenger is authorized for any such church 
which is in friendly cooperation with this Convention 
and sympathetic with its purposes and work and has 
during the year proceeding been a bona fide 
contributor to the Convention's work.
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The only change here is in the addition of the words 
“is authorized” and the deletion of the term “fiscal.” 
We see no problem with these changes.

2. One (1) additional messenger is authorized: (a.) for 
each 2% of the total undesignated tithes and 
offerings, or (b.) for each $10,000 contributed by the 
church through the Cooperative Program during the 
year covered by the latest Uniform Church Letter. 
Presently, one additional messenger is authorized 

for each 250 church members or “for each $250 paid to 
the work of the Convention during the fiscal year 
proceeding the annual meeting.”

We would agree that some change is in order for 
these figures. The $250 requirement has been un
changed since 1931 - and everyone is aware how the 
value of that amount has changed in the last 50 years! 
The church membership requirement was added in 
1946, including this type provision in the membership 
article for the first time.

Our denomination does need a new emphasis on the 
Cooperative Program. Individuals and churches have 
responded to more “glamorous” appeals and 
pressures, while the percentage of total gifts shared 
through the Cooperative Program has either declined 
slightly or remained static in recent years.

But are we prepared to make Cooperative Program 
giving the ONLY basis on which a church can elect 
messengers?

Many churches — for reasons which we believe are 
unfounded - choose not to give through the 
Cooperative Program, but do support many TBC and 
SBC agencies and institutions.

Some practice “reverse designation,” by asking 
that none of their “Cooperative Program” gifts be used 
for one or more TBC or SBC causes. Technically, this 
is NOT giving through the Cooperative Program and 
strictly enforced, these churches would not be per
mitted messengers under the proposed amendment.

Are we ready to say to these churches that they are 
not in “friendly cooperation” and “sympathetic” 
with our work?

3. Each messenger shall be elected by a church of 
which he or she is a member and the church shall 
certify, on the Southern Baptist Conention Messenger 
Registration Card, the election of the messenger.
This addition to Article III is appropriate and con

sistent with other provisions of the Constitution and 
bylaws.

4. The maximum number of messengers from each 
church shall be ten (10).
Although different wording, the limitation is the 

same as in the present Constitution.
5. Contributions through the Cooperative Program shall 
be defined as those contributions sent by the church to 
the state convention or the Southern Baptist 
Convention for the Cooperative Program.
This clarification is needed if No. 2 is amended. 

Whether that change is made or not, it does point out a 
need to define what is a contribution to the “conven
tion’s work.” Does this mean to give specifically to an 
SBC agency or institution - or to any church, associa
tion, or state convention related to the Southern Bap
tist Convention? The lack of guidelines presented a 
problem at the 1980 St. Louis SBC, and could result in 
challenges at other annual meetings.

Southern Baptists support their organizations and 
ministries because of a commitment to and con
fidence in these organizations and ministries. As a 
denomination, we need to reaffirm and to intensify 
the commitment and confidence of our churches and 
their members.

We do not feel that this recommended change to the 
SBC Constitution is the answer to the need for in
creased support through the Cooperative Program. 
The amendment appears to be too drastic.

And, history would indicate that when we react to a 
current situation by changing charters and constitu
tions, we tend to create numerous problems which 
haunt us for years to come.

What is the secret of a long, successful 
pastorate?

This was the question that John David 
Laida, president of the Tennessee Bap
tist Convention, was asked to address at 
a meeting of the Middle Tennessee Bap
tist Pastors’ Conference when it met in 
Brentwoou last month. It seems like a 
great question for John, since he has 
been pastor of First Baptist Church of 
Clarksville for 21 years — and the length 
of the average Southern Baptist 
pastorate is about 21 MONTHS!

The Clarksville pastor took his text 
from II Corinthians 5, with particular 
emphasis on verse 20, “We are am
bassadors for Christ.” He noted that J. 
B. Phillips translated that phrase as 
“His personal representatives” and the 
Living Bible adds, “As if Christ Himself 
were here.”

What this means, Laida observed, is 
that when the pastor preaches, he should 
realize that “I am speaking for Christ.”

Laida then offered seven guidelines, 
which he said are “very obvious.” I 
thought these were very good, and, if 
they are obvious, at least we need to be 
reminded of them.

1. Know you are in God’s place and in 
His will. This assurance is necessary.

2. Preach the Word of God. “The pulpit 
is in the middle of the church building, 
not to magnify the preacher, but the 
message.” He added that this brings a 
mandate to study God’s Word. “I make 
no apology for believing that this Bible is 
the eternal, infallible Word of God.”

3. Win the lost. Personal evangelism is 
an imperative for a pastor. He believes 
that a minister can be “spiritual” - and 
lazy — at the same time.

4. Encourage your people. “There’s a 
heartache in every pew,” Laida com
mented. Be sure to express appreciation 
- thank people, write them letters, com
mend them for their stewardship - 
rather than nagging or shaming them.

5. Be nice to people. Laida advised the 
pastors to remember that they are 
ministers to people.

6. Lead — don’t push. “Learn to 
delegate authority.” He urged the 
pastors to use — and to trust - the 
church committees. “Don’t be afraid to 
ask people to serve their church.”

Related to this, Laida discussed the 
pastor-staff relationship, insisting Ihat 
pastors must learn to let their fellow 
staff worker “do their own thing.” “I like 
a staff who stays a long time.” Laida 
noted that at the Clarksville church the 
minister of music has been there 12 
years, the minister of education for 10 
years, and the assistant pastor for two 
years.

Concerning loyalty to a pastor’s staff, 
Laida pleaded, “Never double-cross 
your staff members.

7. Learn to “eat crow.” When you are 
wrong, admit it and apologize. Listen to 
your critics. “Not all criticism is fair, 
but don’t argue.”

Those are the guidelines for a long 
pastorate from John David Laida. 
Perhaps there are others - but they cer
tainly have seemed to benefit his 
ministry for the Lord and for 
Clarksville’s First Baptist Church.
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1981 BSU leadership conference 
set for April 3-5 in Cookeville

Inerrancy or power?
Dear editor:

Thank you for the even-handed, fair 
treatment you gave Bailey Smith in your 
editorial, “Implications of Southern Bap
tist labels’’ (March 4).

As a habitual reader of the Baptist and 
Reflector, I feel that if we would sit down 
and discuss the issue now before our 
denomination, we would disagree on 
what it is. I am an inerrantist, and I 
believe the issue before us is the same 
fought by American Baptists, 
Methodists, Presbyterians, and 
Lutherans (Missouri Synod). The issue 
is, I believe, “Will we still believe the Bi
ble?” I don’t believe it is just a struggle 
for power between rival factions.

Incidently, all but the Lutherans lost 
the fight, and they lost much by waiting 
so long to do battle. I do not want our 
God-blessed denomination to lose. I

II Personal n 
perspective I1

| ; BY TOM MADDEN 11 
11 TBC executive secretary ''

“All the saints salute you, especially 
they that are of Caesar's household” 
(Philippians 4:22).

Christians can be found in unlikely 
places. Caesar’s household was an 
unlikely place to find one of God’s saints. 
The caesar referred to was Nero, one of 
the most vile, inhuman, cruel, wicked 
despots that ever lived. He was 
devoid of cons
cience and utterly 
lacking in integrity. ( W
He had a gluttonous f
appetite for murder, * ’
putting to death his < >
own mother.

His vicious hos-
tility focused upon A 
Christians. He tore
their limbs from & lAH 
their bodies. He Madden 
threw them into the arena to be devoured 
by wild beasts. He smeared their bodies 
with pitch and set them on fire, dragging 
them through the streets of Rome at 
night.

Yet, there were saints in Caesar’s 
household. There were those who worked 
in his palace and dared to be Christians. 
An obvious truth is the appealing power 
of the gospel of Christ. These saints may 

• have been slaves, soldiers, officials, or 
messengers, but whoever they were, 
they believed Christ. Jesus was their 
Saviour and Lord.

This passage reveals not only the ap
pealing power of the gospel, but also the 
transforming power. Regardless of who 
the people in Caesar’s household were, 
they are now saints. It is my understand
ing that a saint is a living Christian who 
truly loves and serves the Lord. Being a 
saint in Caesar’s household meant being 
a saint in the worst kind of environment, 
and under the most difficult cir
cumstances.

A conclusion may be drawn that living 
the Christian life does not depend on the 
environment or circumstances of life. 
The secret lies in the reality and power of 
Christ in the human heart and life.

“All the saints salute you, especially 
they that are of Caesar’s household. ” 

believe there are three courses open to 
us: a purge, a split, or defeat, and my 
preference is in that order.

Eldridge L. Miller
121 West Chickasaw St.
Sallisaw, OK 74955

Uke Don Quixote
Dear editor:

I wish to express my gratitude to you 
for your objective and courageous 
editorial in the March 4 issue of the Bap
tist and Reflector.

It was refreshing to see “the truth 
spoken in love.”

I also wish to make an observation 
relative to the subject of the editorial. 
Don Quixote and his faithful “side kick” 
are essentially indestructable. Neither 
history, nomenclature, nor geography 
seem to affect any significant change in 
them or their sacred mission. It matters 
not whether they are busy routing the 
giants while riding their noble steeds in 
Houston and Dallas or if they appear 
riding in Nashville or Asheville.

I’m sure if Cervantes could only see 
them now, he would smile.

D. Frank Bell
Rt. 2
Newport, TN 37821

Board's unscriptural vote
Dear editor:

I wonder if the members of the chur
ches that make up our Tennessee Baptist 
Convention realize that their Executive 
Board, on Dec. 12, 1980, voted to enter in
to a legal suit to regain the property of 
Paynes Baptist Church, Estill Springs?

This action would seem to me to come 
into direct opposition to the Scriptural 
admonition in I Corinthians 6:1-8.

Certainly, no one would want to see one 
of our Southern Baptist churches lost, 
but we who know Christ must come to 
understand that “the end justifying the 
means” is a worldly characteristic. Not 
only is God concerned with What we do, 
but He is also concerned with How we do 
it. There can be absolutely no justifica
tion for acting in opposition to the Scrip
tures. When we do, as we seem to be do
ing in this case, we are doomed to 
failure.

I, for one, am disappointed in our Ex
ecutive Board.

E. W. Cook
3407 Kesterwood Dr.
Knoxville, TN 37918

A group of members of the Paynes 
Baptist Church, who are cooperative 
with Southern Baptist organizations, 
have asked the Executive Board to assist 
them in regaining control of the church 
property. The board voted to assist 
them. Some interpret the passage you 
cite as referring to taking a fellow 
church member into court. In this situa
tion, there are actually two congrega
tions — the Paynes Baptist Church and 
the Bethel Baptist Church — seeking 
rights to the same property, (editor)

Meece to entertain 
at Union University

Christian recording artist David 
Meece will present an April 2 concert at 
Union University, Jackson, sponsored by 
the Baptist Student Union and Student 
Government Association.

The concert will begin at 7:30 p.m. in 
G. M. Savage Memorial Chapel. Pro
ceeds will be donated to summer mis
sions.

The 1981 Spring Baptist Student Union 
Leadership Conference, April 3-5 in 
Cookeville, will draw students from the 
BSUs of college campuses across Ten
nessee.

Speakers, information and discussion 
on mission projects, Bible studies, con
ferences for BSU leaders, and special in
terest conferences will highlight the 
spring meeting. Sponsored by the Ten
nessee Baptist Convention, the confer
ence will meet at First Baptist Church 
and Tennessee Technological Universi
ty, both in Cookeville.

Jene Plant of Cookeville, one of the 
first volunteers involved in the Ten
nessee Baptist Upper Volta Hunger and 
Relief Project, will present the needs 
and opportunities of that project.

Chuck Conners, pastor, and Marvin 
Killingsworth, architect, both from 
Montgomery, Ala., will discuss construc
tion projects they have been involved 
with in Brazil. Six Tennessee students 
have been selected as summer mis
sionaries to Brazil.

Art Herron, minister of youth and ac
tivities at Columbia Baptist Church, Col
umbia, Va., will share the needs of the 
Washington, D.C. area and meet with 
seven students assigned to assist him 
this summer.

Other speakers during the general ses
sions will be Gerald Stow, pastor of the 
host church, and Bob Agee, director of 
religious activities at Union University, 
Jackson. Mike Casey, minister of music 
at the Cookeville church, will lead the 
music.

Special interest conferences will in
clude “God’s Will and My Life,” led by

Glenn Yarbrough, director of the stu
dent department, and Vern Powers, pro
tection plans director for Tennessee Bap
tists, will meet with the BSU directors

Graham crusade brings exposure 
to evangelical groups in Mexico

MEXICO CITY (BP)- Evangelist 
Billy Graham concluded eight days in 
Mexico City by visiting privately with 
President Jose Lopez Portillo.

Graham had just finished a five-day 
evangelistic crusade fraught with prob
lems because of Mexico’s constitutional 
law regarding separation of church and 
state. Despite last-minute negotiations 
and public confusion about meeting 
place and time, the 16,000-seat Arena 
Mexico was filled to overflowing four of 
the five nights.

About 6,524 persons inquired about the 
gospel in response to Graham’s mes
sages. Of those, 3,522 accepted Christ as 
their personal Saviour and made a life 
commitment. Most were between 13 and 
25 or over 36 years of age, according to 
Graham organization reports.

“People were getting there as early as 
4 p.m.; the services were lasting for five 
hours and nobody wanted to leave,” 
reported Southern Baptist Press 
Representative David Daniell. The clos
ing night of the crusade was “just a 
euphoric close,” Daniell remarked, with 
20,000 persons attending.

At this service, a woman carrying a 
pistol was seized by security men. She 
reportedly had planned to kill Graham. 
No information was available on 
whether the woman was arrested. 
Daniell said most persons crowding the 
arena were unaware of the incident.

That there was a crusade at all had 
amazed the local organizing committee. 
When Graham arrived in Mexico City 
four days before it was to begin, no deci
sion had been made regarding the 
meeting place. The government 
withdrew its offer of the 42,000-seat IN- 
DE Stadium shortly before the meetings 

Larry Reeves, associate BSU director, 
Knoxville; “Discipleship and Disciple
making,” led by Adam Hall, BSU direc
tor at Martin; “The Church - God’s 
New People,” Bob Agee; “Discerning 
My Spiritual Gifts,” Gerald Stow; “Go
ing to Jail for the Gospel - the Church 
and Prisons,” Mike Welch, Southern 
Prison Ministries, Nashville; and “Obe
dience: Key to Effective Leadership,” 
Dan Wilkinson, US-2 missionary to Ann 
Arbor, Michigan.

Each session of the conference will in
clude a Bible study from the book, 
Leaders in Action, by Ircel Harrison, 
director of campus ministries at Carson- 
Newman College, Jefferson City. 
Teaching the studies will be BSU direc
tors Delores Eggleston of Belmont Col
lege, Nashville, and Jim Alexander of 
Columbia (Tenn.) State Community Col
lege, and Dan Wilkinson.

Installation of 46 student missionaries 
and the election of the 1981-82 BSU of
ficers will highlight the Sunday morning 
session. The student missionaries will 
work 10 weeks this summer in Brazil, 
Singapore, Alaska, Hawaii, Canada. 
California, Michigan, New York, 
Virginia, Tennessee, and in camp 
assignments for the Baptist Brotherhood 
Commission. Memphis.

Bill Henry, associate director of the 
Tennessee Baptist Convention student 
department, will lead a special con
ference with the missionaries.

were to start.
Little commercial advertising was 

done but the media invited Graham to 
appear on several newscasts and talk 
shows. Almost all of Mexico City’s 14 
newspapers carried stories about the 
crusade. Several published the content of 
the nightly sermons. Some mentioned 
Graham in editorials and quoted Bible 
verses.

“No one has ever spoken the Word of 
God on television before,” said Mexican 
evangelist Guillermo Villanueva. “No 
one has ever drawn such crowds. These 
are the largest evangelical meetings in 
our history.”

“For evangelicals this was a new ex
perience,” said Librado Ramos, pastor 
of First Baptist Church, Mexico City and 
president of the National Baptist Con
vention of Mexico. “For many years we 
have wanted to express our faith more 
publicly. Now our country is becoming 
aware of the existence of evangelicals. 
We hope the crusade will permit us many 
rights we have not enjoyed before.”

The interdenominational crusade was 
part of a major city evangelism em
phasis by Mexican Baptists. They also 
were planning to help in a three-day 
Graham crusade in Villahermosa, 
Tabasco, March 13-15.

Hatfield accepts 
call to Duff church

Anthras Baptist Church in Duff recent
ly called Sherman Hatfield as pastor. He 
lives in the community and has previous
ly served the Duff church.

Anthras Baptist Church is in the 
Campbell County Baptist Association.
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Oklahoma hams form Baptist net
By David Wilkinson

OKLAHOMA CITY (BP) - A group of Baptist laymen and ministers are ham
ming it up in Oklahoma, but the ministry they have in mind is no laughing mat
ter.

The “hams” are amateur radio operators scattered throughout the Sooner 
state who, under the guidance of state Brotherhood director Laddie R. Adams, 
have organized a radio communication network which could be utilized during a 
natural disaster as a part of Oklahoma Baptists’ disaster relief ministry.

Every Sunday at 2 p.m. members of the new Baptist Net get together via ham 
radio. After a formal check-in, we talk about how we would conduct the net in the 
event of an emergency so we will be prepared if and when a disaster strikes,” ex
plains Cal Hunter, pastor of First Baptist Church, Mooreland, president of the 
Baptist Net, and a 28-year ham veteran.

Members of the net, Hunter says, would facilitate communication between the 
disaster relief unit which would be on the scene of the disaster and Baptist head
quarters in Oklahoma City. During a natural disaster, commercial communica
tion is often disrupted, and ham radio becomes the best means of communica
tion.

In addition to relaying requests for volunteers and supplies, the Baptist Net 
could provide needed information about weather conditions, movement of the 
storm, and through telephone patching equipment could help get word to 
relatives of persons in the disaster area.

“One of the best things that has developed with the net is a regular period of 
witness and fellowship,” Hunter explains. “We pray together at the beginning 
and the closing, and usually a pastor or layman brings a brief devotional. And we 
know we’re being monitored by hundreds of hams, so it’s a witness for the Lord at 
the same time.”
Adapted from April's World Mission Journal.

Baptists keep promise to stay 
in Lake Placid after Olympics

A TELEPHONE PATCH — Ralph Grubbs of Nashville, ham radio operator, makes 
radio contacts with missionaries and lets them talk with family and friends through 
a telephone patch.

Blind Nashvillian ‘patches' 
missionaries with families

By Marv Knox
LAKE PLACID, N.Y. (BP)- 

Southem Baptists have followed up on 
their pledge “to be in this village long 
after the Olympics are over.”

A year ago, after months of prepara
tion and two frenzied weeks of competi
tion, the 13th Winter Olympics ended. 
World-class athletes went on to new con
quests while spectators retreated to their 
homes. Local residents breathed sighs of 
relief, and “scaling down” replaced 
“building up.”

As activity in the community slowed, 
Southern Baptists shifted from emphasis 
on spectators and athletes to an inten
sified effort to reach local folks.

“It’s gone better than we anticipated,” 
says David Book, pastor of Lake Placid
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Baptist Chapel. “We’ve baptized 17 peo
ple - mostly adults - and three men are 
waiting for the ice to thaw so they can be 
baptized.”

Baptists came to Lake Placid in 1978, 
about a year before the games began. By 
the time the Olympics started, Baptists 
were involved in some 15 ministries for 
townfolk and visitors alike, helped by 
more than 125 paid and volunteer 
workers. The result was Southern Bap
tists’ largest-ever single-event ministry 
effort.

“I really think the Olympic effort 
opened the door of community accep
tance here,” Book says. “It helped us 
break down social, economic, and 
cultural barriers, because those people 
realized we were here to help.”

Norman Bell, director of missions for 
Adirondack Baptist Association, credits 
Book with building rapport with the com
munity, “before, during and after the 
Olympics. People in Lake Placid were 
skeptical about newcomers, but Book 
and his people have shown them Baptists 
are there to stay,” Bell says.

Now, a year later, the chapel has 
grown to the point that it’s “just about 
reached the capacity of our building,” 
Book reports. The chapel still meets in 
the Exchange House, which was head
quarters during the Olympics.

Book says the congregation is looking 
to buy property with three cabins which 
can be used to house volunteer workers 
and serve as a youth hostel. Plans in
clude constructing a new main building 
that can house the chapel and double as a 
coffeehouse and headquarters for resort, 
weekday, and family ministries.

“We could use it virtually 24 hours a 
day,” he says, explaining that even 
though the excitement of the games is 
gone, Baptists in Lake Placid still con
duct a variety of summer resort 
ministries, outreach to athletes training 
on Olympic facilities, and year-round 
ministries for local residents.

“We’re still excited about the oppor
tunities here,” Book says. “The huge 
crowds are gone, but there still are plen
ty of unchurched people we need to 
reach.”

By Norman Jameson
NASHVILLE (BP)- After a 

preaching trip to South America, 
Donelson Pastor Ralph Harris told his 
ham radio operator friend Ralph Grubbs 
he was amazed.

“Everywhere I go in the United States 
and mention Nashville,” said Harris, 
pastor of First Baptist Church, 
Donelson, “people think of the Grand Ole 
Opry. But everywhere I went in South 
America, when I mentioned Nashville, 
they asked me if I knew Ralph Grubbs! ”

Sitting from sunrise to sunset beneath 
his 60-foot tower, Grubbs, who is occupa
tionally and legally blind, daily cuts the 
miles that separate Americans overseas 
from their family and friends. He makes 
contact with a ham overseas and then 
patches that radio contact through the 
telephone in the U.S.

Grubbs, a member of Nashville’s 
Hillhurst Baptist Church, has been a 
ham for 20 years but didn’t become a 
main cord in the “halo net” until eye 
problems six years ago forced him out of 
accounting and into retirement on a VA 
pension and Social Security. Though he 
cannot drive and seldom leaves his radio 
for anything but church and his son Ed
die’s ball games, Grubbs says, “I feel 
like what I’m doing right now is more 
worthwhile than anything I’ve done 
before in my whole life.”

“The greatest sacrifice in missions 
service is leaving family and friends. I 
shorten the miles between them,”

As message carrier between con
tinents, Grubbs has the joy of announc
ing babies, engagements, graduations, 
home purchases, successful operations, 
and major life events of all kinds. While 
monitoring the radio, he learned of 
events like the Argentine man who 
became the first person baptized in the 
baptistry he built.

And over the 15-meter band he learned 
of a girl in Chile who accepted Christ as 
Saviour and left immediately for a 
14-hour bus ride to tell her sick sister how 
to become a Christian. Her sister ac
cepted Christ and the next day she died.

“When you sit back there all day and 
listen to things like that, you can’t help 
but be excited,” Grubbs said.

He has also had to be the bearer of 
tragic news. The worst, he says without a 
moment’s hesitation, was having to tell a 
mother in the northwest that her 
daughter had died of a drug overdose in 
Bolivia. The mother did not even know 
her daughter was in Bolivia.

Machine guns rattled in the back
ground as Missionary Ted Cromer told 
Grubbs of the coup taking place that mo
ment in Liberia. Later, when Victoria 
Tolbert, wife of slain Liberian President 
William Tolbert, was released from 
house arrest, Grubbs informed Baptist 
Press, news service of the Southern Bap
tist Convention, several days before it 
was verified and printed by secular 
media.

Such immediacy of message is impor
tant when distances and uncertain 
delivery systems hamper important 
news from home. Grubbs told a mis
sionary in Ghana that his father was ill in 
the States. The man left for home im
mediately, arriving just 20 minutes 
before his father died. When missionary 
Jan Park’s mother died, she learned of it 
by radio the next day. The cable from the 
Foreign Mission Board telling her of her 
mother’s death arrived two weeks later.

After six years Grubbs feels an obliga
tion to be at his radio, “I’ve told them 
I’m going to be there.” His radio recep
tion is superior, so he is utilized constant
ly.

“Any person’s greatest exhibit of faith 
is service,” he says, “and the radio gives 
me a chance to do something. Faith 
without works is dead.”
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Our People and Our Churches . . .
PEOPLE...

Recently ordained as deacons at the 
Silerton Baptist Church, Hardeman 
County Asociation, were J. L. Beshires, 
Willard Beshires, William Curtis Siler, 
and Tfe’rry Harris. The ordination ser
mon was delivered by Fulton Robertson 
Billy Jacobs, E. C. McCord, and R. L. 
Gibson also participated in the ordina
tion proceedings.

Ramsey Heights Baptist Church, 
Knoxville, recently ordained Larry Crisp 
to the gospel minister. Crisp is supply 
pastor of Mountain View Baptist Church, 
Knoxville.

Wayne Hicks, Billy Odom, and Charles 
Steagall were recently ordained as 
deacons at Stoney Creek Baptist Church, 
Elizabethton. Kenneth W. Jordan is the 
pastor.

Last month First Baptist Church, 
Lebanon, ordained Gary Enzfelder as a 
deacon. Ray F. Cleek is the pastor.

Bill Brasfield Jr. was ordained as a 
deacon at the Speedway Terrace Baptist 
Church in Memphis. Ray Gilder is the 
pastor.

Two deacons were recently ordained 
by the First Baptist Church, Bolivar. The 
men ordained were Richard Berryman 
and Andy Cosmiano. Pastor of the 
church is George C. Johnson Jr.

First Baptist Church, LaVergne, 
recently ordained Terry Wayne Cathey 
to the gospel ministry. W. W. Harrison 
preached the ordination sermon. Nathan 
Hale is the pastot.

Robert and Daisy Stafford, First Bap
tist Church, Kingston, celebrated their 
50th wedding anniversary at the 
February meeting of the church’s 
“Young-at-Heart” group. Gov. Lamar 
Alexander sent a congratulatory 
telegram to the Staffords. They also 
received notes from state Sen. Anna 
Belle Clement O’Brien and state Rep. 
Jim Henry, a plaque from the “Young- 

at-Heart,” and “The Key to the City,” 
which was presented by Mayor Ruby 
Luckey. Gary Marsh is pastor.

Larry Conklin, Dwight Faircloth, Billy 
McCool, Bob Taylor, and Hughes 
Whiting were recently ordained as 
deacons by the Stones River Baptist 
Church, Smyrna. Thomas E. Bryant 
brought the charge to the church. Jim 
Growden is the pastor.

Gates Baptist Church, Dyer Associa
tion, recently ordained Sonny Baker 
Mickey Elder, Fred Jackson, and John 
Jones as deacons. John Gaines brought 
the charge to the church, James Jones 
brought the charge to the candidates, 
and W. W. Shanklin gave the ordination 
message. Danny O’Guinn led the ordina
tion prayer. Roy Stinson is the pastor.

Niles Ferry Baptist Church of Green
back recently ordained David McCoy 
Webb to the gospel ministry.

LEADERSHIP...
Belmont Heights Baptist Church, 

Nashville, recently voted to call Larry 
Duke as business administrator and 
director of ministries. Duke, a graduate 
of Sanford University, Birmingham, Ala. 
and Southern Baptist Theological 
Seminary, Louisville, Ky., has served 
pastorates in Kentucky and Tennessee. 
His Tennessee pastorates were Oliver 
Springs Baptist Church, Oliver and 
Grace Baptist Church, Morristown. 
Duke comes to Belmont Heights from 
the Robertson County Association where 
he was the director of missions. P. A. 
Michel is the pastor.

A Wilson Parker, recently retired ex
ecutive director of the Iowa Baptist 
Fellowship in Des Moines, Iowa, has 
moved to Tennessee. He is available for 
interim or supply work. Parker’s ad
dress is Route 4, Box 477, Jamestown, 
TN 38556.

Fred Campbell, pastor of New Salem 
Baptist Church, Clinton, recently re
signed to accept a call from Pine Grove 
Baptist Church in Clover, S.C.

In the Gibson County Association, John 
Farmer, pastor of Latham’s Baptist 
Church, Milan, has resigned to go to the 
United Parish Church in Brookline, 
Mass.

Montvue Baptist Church, Morristown, 
has called Clifford Haynes as interim 
pastor.

Robertsville Baptist Church, Oak 
Ridge, has recently called Michael 
McKnight as minister of music and 
youth. He has served in that capacity as 
interim for the past 4 months. McKnight, 
a graduate of University of Tennessee, 
Knoxville and Golden Gate Baptist 
Theological Seminary, Mill Valley, 
Calif., also served as an assistant in
structor of church music at Golden Gate. 
Robert Elliott is pastor of the Oak Ridge 
church.

H. B. Woodward has been called as in
terim of Holly Grove Baptist Church, 
Bells.

Wayne Norton is serving as interim 
pastor of Kidwells Ridge Baptist Church, 
Morristown.

John Norvell became the full-time 
minister of music and youth at Southside 
Baptist Church in Martin. Norvell comes 
from First Baptist Church, Dyer. 
Southside’s pastor is Jerry Powell.

Dwight Huffman, youth director and 
associate pastor of East Union Baptist 
Church in Jackson, resigned recently to 
become pastor of a mission in Howard, 
Mich.

BAPTIST HEALTH CARE CENTER 
of 

Lenoir City
The ONLY

Baptist nursing home
in Tennessee

Chamberlain Memorial Baptist 
Church, Chattanooga, has recently called 
Timothy C. Seanor as minister of 
education. Seanor is a graduate of Union 
University, Jackson and Southwestern 
Baptist Theological Seminary, Ft. 
Worth, Tex. Edward R. Seanor is the 
pastor.

Elmer Hurst resigned as pastor of the 
Hillview Baptist Church, Louisville.

Rock Springs Baptist Church, Green
brier, has called Harold Bergen as in
terim pastor. Bergen is with the family 
ministry department of the Baptist Sun
day School Board.

Larry Higgins is the new minister of 
music and activities for Parran’s Chapel 
Baptist Church in Bolivar. Doug Baker is 
pastor.

Gary Miller resigned as pastor of 
Toone Baptist Church, Hardeman Coun
ty Association. Miller accepted a call to 
Zion Baptist Church in Henderson, Ky.

CHURCHES...
Stoddert Street Baptist Church in 

Jackson, the newest church in the 
Madison-Chester Association, recently 
purchased land for a new church 
building. The church was voted into the 
association at the 1980 annual associa- 
tional meeting in October. Robert B. 
Evans is the pastor.

Chamberlain Avenue Baptist Church 
in Chattanooga recently voted to change 
its name to Chamberlain Memorial Bap
tist Church. The church also moved to a 
new location on Benton Drive. Edward 
R. Seanor is the pastor.

-------------- -
College Exploratory Program

for High School Juniors

June 22-July 10, 1981 (Three Weeks) 
June 22-July 30, 1981 (Six Weeks) 

Carson-Newman College 
Jefferson City, Tennessee 37760

Thinking about college?
Explore the exciting 

opportunities that await 
you at Carson-Newman...

C-N, a four-year liberal 
arts college offers you: 
* college-level courses 
^fellowship with students 

and professors
*at a reasonable cost

For further details contact: (615) 475-0961, Ext. 319

Health care for the aged 
in a beautiful country setting

Reasonable Rates begin at $32.50 per day 
for room, delicious meals and nursing care.

A full range of spiritual, 
recreational 

and social activities

Call for reservations today 
(615) 986-3583

A ministry of the Tennessee Baptist Convention
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The Christian and law
By Herschel H. Hobbs

From $859 per person

SOUTHERN BAPTIST CONVENTION ...Departs from CHARLOTTE, NC 
(huny - space limited) 4 nights in Los Angeles....then

June 07-17. 1981 to HAWAII. 5 nights in Honolulu
-only $999...Sheraton Hotels

/^udited
Departs from Chattanooga. 

Tuesday. July 30. 1981 
Departs from Knoxville, 
Tuesday. July 30, 1981

(UJUDITED

WILCOX WORLD TOGRS specializes in Christian travel to HAWAII. 
We invite ministers to organize groups; for these tours. 

For details write or call Vickie Capps.

Our 1981 HawaS Programs Include...
• Roundtrip United Airlines jet from 

the city above
• Seven nights at the hotel you choose*
• In flight meals and beverage service
• In-flight stereo
• Transfers between airport and hotel
• Luggage handling at airport and hotel
• Lei flower greeting upon arrival
• Breakfast briefing on morning 

after arrival
• Information on Optional tours 

and other activities
• Hospitality desk at hotel
• Hawaiian escort
• All gratuities and taxes on luggage 

handling and hotel
• SBC 4 nights-Los Angeles/

5 nights Honolulu

DISCOVER THE BEAUTY 
OF HAWAII WITH US

Wilcox World Tours 
P.O. Box 7527 
Asheville, NC 28807

“Think not that I am come to destroy 
the law, or the prophets: I am not come 
to destroy, but to fulfill" (Matt. 5:17).

Because we are saved by grace, some 
Christians insist they are not bound by 
the Ten Commandments. This is not 
based upon the teachings of Jesus. In His 
atoning death, He fulfilled the Hebrew 
laws of ritual and sacrifice. But the

Devotional

God’s leaders
By Evelyn Foote

“He’s the point of the plow,” my hus
band remarked, describing a fellow 
minister who spearheaded the Bold Mis
sion Thrust project of Shelby Associa
tion. “Had it not been for him, we could 
not have been serving in Michigan.”

“Explain what you mean,” I asked.
“Well, a farmer used to go to the 

blacksmith to have 
his plow point ■ 
sharpened. The 
blacksmith would ■ ’
heat it and hammer 
it out.

“The sharper the 
point, the better job 
the plow would do. 
The point must be . .
tilted just right to ''n '
get it into the Mrs. Foote 
ground. The farmer sets it at a certain 
depth. When it reaches that depth, it 
levels off.
“But the plow is dormant until it’s 
energized. And the more that point is 
used, the brighter it becomes.”

Just so, a leader in any undertaking for 
God must be energized by the Holy 
Spirit. I asked our pastor friend for a 
Scripture verse that had guided him 
through the months he worked on the 
project.

“Philippians 4:13 was a constant 
reminder to me that this was God’s 
work, not mine. When discouragement 
came, I remembered: ‘I can do all things 
through Christ which strengtheneth 
me.’ ”

The sharpening of the point comes 
through God’s tempering during good 
and bad experiences. Everything that 
happens to God’s leader prepares him 
for something yet to come. He must be 
aware of the potential of the people he is 
leading. He must be patient. Taking one 
step at a time, and depending on his 
source of energy, he can be sure of even
tual victory.

Knowing that he is an instrument in 
God’s hands, he can work with joy in the 
kingdom.

Evelyn Foote and her husband, Bill, 
are home missionaries serving on the 
staff of Shelby County Baptist Associa
tion. They coordinate the needs of 
Michigan Baptists with the resources of 
Tennessee Baptists in the new sister
state relationship.

CHURCH FMTiq
At a price

Any Church Can Afford
Write or call

WAGONER BROS.
MFG. CO.

Id. (501) 675-2468
Booneville, Arkansas 

72927

moral and ethical law remains in force. 
The primary reference here is to the Ten 
Commandments.

The words “think not” read, literally, 
“stop thinking.” The disciples were 
thinking that no longer would they be 
bound by these Commandments and the 
burdensome multitude of rabbinical 
rules designed to interpret them. Jesus 
said they were to stop thinking such 
thoughts. To be sure, Jesus never 
violated one of God’s laws, but ignored 
the rabbinical rules. We should do the 
same. The Commandments stand as long 
as the world lasts. “Jot” and “tittle” 
may be seen as iota and yod, the smallest 
letters in the Greek and Hebrew 
alphabets respectively.

The scribes and Pharisees (v. 20) kept 
the letter of the law but not its spirit. It 
was outward and mechanical, rote ritual 
without meaning. Such was done with 
thought of reward from God, not out of 
love for Him. Christians are to observe 
God’s law out of love for Him and for 
other people, with no thought about per
sonal reward.

Indeed Jesus said we should love God 
absolutely and our neighbor as 
ourselves. If we do this, we need not 
worry about the fine details of the Law. 
Each will naturally fall into place.

Seminary plans D-Min 
in ethnic missions

HOUSTON (BP)- A Doctor of 
ministries in ethnic missions, developed 
in conjunction with the language mis
sions division of the Southern Baptist 
Home Mission Board, will be offered at 
Golden Gate Baptist Theological 
Seminary, Mill Valley, Calif., beginning 
this fall.

The degree will draw curricula from 
the regular D-Min program, with elec
tives to meet specific needs. Persons 
receiving the degree must be able to 
speak a modem language other than 
their native tongue.

William G. Tanner, Home Mission 
Board president, said, “The nation’s 
growing ethnic population and increas
ing immigration have made it necessary 
for Southern Baptists to reach out to peo
ple whose cultural backgrounds make 
them much different from the traditional 
southern society.”

Responding to patterns of immigration 
from all over the globe is necessary for a 
seminary wanting to provide modern 
methodology in communicating the 
gospel, said William Pinson, president of 
Golden Gate seminary, which has an in
creasing number of non-Anglo students.

Jamestown church 
calls Humphrey

West Fentress Baptist Church, 
Jamestown, recently called Estus J. 
Humphrey as pastor. He has already 
begun his ministry there.

A Jamestown native, Humphrey 
recently retired from an automobile 
manufacturing plant in Dayton, Ohio. He 
was ordained by Grace Baptist Church, 
Dayton, Ohio and served that church as 
an associate pastor. This is his first 
pastorate.

Toll Free in NC 
1-800-452-2803 

From Other States 
1-800-438-5828
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Texas CLC names 
Phil Strickland

DALLAS (BP) - Phil Strickland, who 
has been involved in Texas and national 
public concerns, has been elected direc
tor of the Texas Baptist Christian Life 
Commission.

Strickland, who 
has been with the 
Texas Baptist social 
concerns agency 
since 1967 as 
associate for public 
affairs and citizen
ship information, 
was elected during a 
meeting of the 192- 
member executive Strickland 
board of the Baptist General Convention 
of Texas.

The commission interprets practical 
Christianity in the areas of family life, 
public morals, race relations, Christian 
citizenship, and economic life. The com
mission is the Texas committee on 
public affairs and emphasizes religious 
liberty through the separation of church 
and state.

Strickland, a native of Abilene, has 
been interim director of the commission 
since James M. Dunn resigned in 
December to become director of the 
Baptist Joint Committee on Public Af
fairs in Washington, D.C.

Widely known for his work as 
legislative liaison for the commission, 
Strickland relates commission positions 
on issues to state and local officials and 
the public media.

Also he has served on crucial matters 
affecting the entire SBC. Last year, he 
helped amend the Employee Retirement 
Income Security Act (ERISA) of 1974 so 
employees of Southern Baptist and state 
convention employees could continue to 
be included in church retirement plans. 
Also he was instrumental in the United 
States Congress passing legislation 
which provides a $20,000 tax exemption 
for foreign missionaries who otherwise 
would have had to pay double tax on 
their income.

Lascassas church 
calls W. K. Crawley

Willard Karol Crawley recently ac
cepted the call as pastor of Lascassas 
Baptist Church, Lascassas. He began his 
ministry the first week of February.

Crawley is a native of North 
Batesville, Miss. He graduated from 
Blue Mountain College, Blue Mountain, 
Miss, and New Orleans Baptist 
Theological Seminary,New Orleans, La. 
Crawley was formerly pastor of Hurbron 
Baptist Church, West Point, Miss, and 
Bethel Baptist Church in Liberty, Miss.

Union reports growth 
in spring enrollment

JACKSON - Union University has 
reported a record spring enrollment of 
1,199 students, up 10 percent from last 
year’s 1,090. The total includes both full
time and part-time students.

A full-time equivalency of 1,057 was 
reported, an increase of 81 or 8.3 percent 
over the spring of 1980.

CHURCH FURNITURE 
by LINDSEY

DIRECT FROM THE 
FACTORY—PEWS, PULPIT 
TABLES, CHAIRS, FIBRE- 
GLASS BAPTISTRIES AND 
CLASSROOM EQUIPMENT

PHONE 615-762-2249 

BOX 429

LAWRENCEBURG, TENN. 38464

★★★★★★★★★★★★★★ 
* Citizen’s Corner J 
★ By Jerry M. Self

Public affairs and Christian life 
consultant

Support is building in Tennessee for 
RICO legislation. RICO stands for 
“racketeer influenced and corrupt 
organization.”

Democrats Ira Murphy and Harper 
Brewer Jr. have 
sponsored HB 79. 
Senate sponsor of 
the companion bill 
SB 263 is Ed Davis. 
The Republicans 
are sponsoring an 
identical bill: SB 
1121 by Curtis Per
son and Leonard 
Dunavant and
HB 1004 by Neal s«lf 
Small and Herman Wolfe Sr.

The RICO bills prescribe strong treat
ment of offenders. Up to $25,000 in fines 
and/or up to 20 years imprisonment are 
the penalties for being found guilty of a 
pattern of racketeering. A “pattern of 
racketeering” means being found guilty 
of two or more violations of this act 
within a five-year period.

The legislation would allow a judge to 
take preemptive action by ordering a 
suspect to divest himself of holdings, by 
restricting his future actions, by order
ing a dissolution of a company, by order
ing the revocation of a license, or by the 
forfeiture of a corporate charter. An in
dividual being found guilty of any viola
tion of the law could be required to forfeit 
property used in the illegal action. There 
is also provision in the law for victims to 
have a means of recovering compensa
tion for their injury.

The bill specifies 20 different criminal 
actions which are violations of the RICO 
law. Examples of those are securities 
fraud, liquor violations, homicide, kid
napping, and violations of obscenity, 
gambling, or drug laws.

Many who are in favor of the bill hope 
that the section on obscenity will become 
the means by which pornography is 
removed from Tennessee.

The bills are modeled on the Florida 
RICO Act which has effectively been 
used in Florida to shut down smut 
peddlers.

LL. Sams and Sons 
Completes Renovation
Members of the Calvary Baptist Church of 
Bristol, Tennessee, recently moved back 
into their sanctuary. The project called for 
new faceted stained-glass windows, a 
remodeled pulpit area and complete new 
furnishings. These improvements are 
complimented by new sound and lighting 
systems. In addition, the exterior of 
Calvary's facilities has been renovated, 
including waterblasting, tuck-polnting and 
siliconing all masonry. The project was 
planned and executed by L.L. Sams and 
Sons of Waco, Texas.

Long the recognized leader in church 
renovations, L.L. Sams provides for all 
phases of construction from planning and 
consultation to final execution of the job 
by experienced construction crews.
When you begin planning to renovate 
your church facilities, call L.L. Sams and 
Sons. Waco, Texas 817/752-9751. 

sums

Baptists worship despite terrorism
ROSEAU, Dominica (BP)-Atten

dance has increased at four Southern 
Baptist related churches in Dominica 
despite a declaration of a state of 
emergency by the government of this 
Caribbean nation.

The declaration forbids public gather
ings except for regular church meetings 
and people are being cautious about 
where they travel. Yet, attendance at the 
four churches has not declined and ac
tually increased the Sunday following 
the declaration, Southern Baptist Mis
sionary La Homa Singleton says.

Terrorist acts by an armed cult called 
Rastafarians caused the government ac
tion, according to Mrs. Singleton. “This 
cult lives in the bush, rejects society and 
the laws of the land. They claim to be 
back-to-nature people, wanting peace, 
harmony, and love,” she added.

Police and national defense forces 
have tried to crack down on heavy mari

Driving to the____  
convention in L. A.?

Plan a One-day Visit to
Glorleta Baptist Conference Center 

Glorieta, New Mexico
Inquire at the Conference Center about the

—Self-guided Tours
—Prayer Garden
—Dining Hall Schedule

Overnight lodging will not be available at 
Glorieta because all rooms have been reserved I 
for the entire conference week. Visitors remain
ing overnight in the Santa Fe area should make 
advance reservations in area motels.
Glorieta and Ridgecrest Baptist Conference Centers are 

A ministries of your Sunday School Board.

twv/g pwfefninety pears 
Grady C. Cothen. President

juana traffic to the group’s bush set
tlements, and the Rastafarians 
retaliated against the general communi
ty with acts of destruction, theft, and kid
napping.

Rastafarians are a political religious 
group which worships Haile Selassie I, a 
former emperor of Ethiopia, under his 
pre-coronation name of Ras Tafaria. 
They consider blacks true Jews and 
Selassie their messiah and champion. 
Their roots can be traced to the Back to 
Africa movement of the 1930s.

“The group uses Scripture, yet rejects 
Jesus Christ,” Mrs. Singleton explained.

“Our members, though concerned, are 
not unduly anxious,” said Mrs.Singleton. 
“At present we are not in any immediate 
danger, but when we travel into the rural 
areas there is risk involved. We are 
praying for a speedy resolution to the 
problem so that life for Dominica can 
return to normal.”
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BIBLE BOOK SERIES
Lesson for March 22

UNIFORM SERIES
Lesson for March 22

Jesus1 resurrection
By Ira Samuel Perkins, director of missions 
Big Hatchie Baptist Association, Covington

Basic Passage: 1 Corinthians 15:1-34
Focal Passages: 1 Corinthians 15:3-10,19-22, 26, 28, 31, 34

Proof of Christ’s resurrection (15:1-11)
The gospel had been preached by Paul 

and the Corinthians had received Christ 
and had taken a firm stand which 
resulted in salvation. Christ had died and 
was buried, but it was His resurrection 
that proved His authentic messiahship.

The resurrected
Christ had been 
seen by the apostles 
and about 500 others 
who were alive and 
could verify that 
Jesus had risen 
from the grave. 
Paul had seen 
Christ; therefore, 
he was a true apos
tle, and in grati- Perkins
tude for God’s grace, he had worked 
harder in preaching the gospel. The best 
proof was that Paul had seen Jesus, and 
that Jesus lived in Paul. One who has 
seen or experienced the living Saviour is 
proof of the reality of Christ. Living 
proof can be accepted or rejected but can
not be ignored or denied.

Importance of Christ’s resurrection 
(15:12-19)

The most important event in the life of 
Christ was His resurrection. This event 
made the gospel good news, gave faith a 
true foundation, and removed the guilt of 
sin. The gospel is like an airplane ride. 
The takeoff can be good, the flight 
smooth, but in order for the trip to be 
worth talking about, there must be a safe 
landing. The experienced pilot of a 
30-year-old plane voiced the feeling of all 
when he said, “Once more we arrived.’’ 
That made the trip a good one.

The resurrection completes the gospel,

BIBLE PUZZLE ANSWERS
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"But rejoice, inasmuch as ye are partakers of 
Christ’s sufferings” (I Pet. 4:13).
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affirms salvation, and guarantees the 
hope of eternal life.
Adam and Christ contrasted (15:20-23)
The first fruits of the harvest are the 

guarantee that more will come. Adam 
disobeyed God and brought sin and death 
to all men. We are descendents of Adam 
and thus have inherited the nature of sin. 
Christ, the pefect man, obeyed God, 
bought salvation, and made forgiveness 
possible. He made life eternal a living 
hope. Christ is the first fruits of the 
resurrection and the guarantee that we 
can also have this life eternal. Paul 
describes this more fully. “For as by one 
man’s disobedience many were made 
sinners, so by one man’s obedience many 
will be made righteous” (Rom. 5:19).

Adam brought sin, judgment, separa
tion; Christ brought salvation, for
giveness, and reconciliation.

Future victory of the resurrection 
(15:24-28)

The mission of Christ will be com
pleted when all opposing forces have 
been conquered, the last being death. 
Death is a constant reminder of the 
brevity of life and man’s need for hope 
beyond the grave. The resurrection of 
Christ is the assurance of victory over 
sin, death, and the grave. The resurrec
tion makes life worth living, for Jesus 
said, “Because I live, you will live also” 
(John 14:19).
Christian response to the resurrection 

(15:29-34)
Some believed in baptizing on behalf of 

the dead, but Paul did not approve of the 
practice. However, he uses it as an il
lustration of the reality of the resurrec
tion.

The question, for Paul, was why suffer
ing, why danger, why humiliation, if 
there is no resurrection? The resurrec
tion is essential to the Christian life, a 
key to morality, a proof of forgiveness, 
and hope for the future life with God.

The entire story of God’s relationship 
with man is climaxed in the resurrection 
of Christ. Mankind, when faced with a 
living Christ, is forced to look at himself 
and all of life in a different manner. The 
resurrection is the basis of Christian 
faith, the key to understanding God and 
life. The proper response to the resurrec
tion is to bow before Christ, confess sins, 
believe in Him for salvation and follow 
Him as Lord of life. The resurrection will 
then have real meaning, and life will be 
filled with purpose.

SMOKEY MTNS. VACATION? Modern 2 or 3 
bedroom carpeted chalets, modern kitchen, 
bath, living room, stereo, t.v., deck, out
door grill. Quiet, wooded setting conven
ient to Gatlinburg. Sleeps 6-8 people. Air- 
conditioned. Less than motel. Additional 
churchworker discount. Safe, 24 hr. securi
ty. Free information. Chamberlain, 4305 Mc- 
Campbell Lane, Knoxville, TN 37918.

FIBER GLASS BAPTISTRIES 
Repair Old and Build New 

Call me, home phone 615-373-0710 
A.M. ASHBAUGH or write 

P.O. Box 22894, Nashville, Tenn. 37202

Signs of the end
By Ircel C. Harrison Jr., director of campus ministries 

Carson-Newman College, Jefferson City
Basic Passage: Matthew 23:13 to 24:35 
Focal Passage: Matthew 23:37 to 24:14

The message proclaimed by the 4,600 
people attending a conference in Toronto 
last summer was clear: unless this 
generation exercises responsible action 
and establishes justice among men, we 
can expect only judgment and un
precedented calamity. The irony is that 
this prophetic challenge came not from 
the religious community, but from the in
dustrialists, politicians, scientists, 
scholars, students, and homemakers at
tending the First Global Conference on 
the Future.
The destiny of the 
world and the fate of 
mankind were once 
considered only the 
concern of religion, 
but more people are 
becoming aware 
that we cannot con- 
continue with “busi
ness as usual.”
What does the fu- Harrison 
ture hold?

In this lesson, Jesus deals with the 
future and the end of time. Christians 
believe that all of history is moving 
toward a point at which God will bring 
together both judgment and salvation in 
the end of this present age.

The focal passage is a portion of a 
discourse in which Jesus assures His 
followers that He will return to the earth 
to complete God’s work of salvation. Un
til then, they must be ready for His 
return, guarding against false prophets 
or messiahs, and carrying out their mis
sion of declaring the gospel to all people.

Jesus’ sorrow (23:37-39)
This passage sets Jesus’ subsequent 

prophecy and promise in the proper con
text. His heart is broken. God reached 
out to His people many times in the past. 
He finally sent His Son, but the call to re
pent was still rejected.

Verse 39 refers to the second coming of 
Christ. When He comes again, it will be 
in judgment. Those who have accepted 
Him will hail Him as the blessed one 
“who comes in the name of the Lord,” 
but it will be too late for those who have 
rejected Him.

Jesus’ prophecy (24:1-3)
Whether the disciples were attempting 

to change the subject to more pleasant 
matters or just missed the point of Jesus’ 
declaration is uncertain. They were in 
great awe of the Temple and for good 
reason. This third Jewish temple had 
been built by Herod the Great. The 
magnificent buildings were constructed 
of white marble, some of the blocks 
weighing more than 100 tons. They were 
adorned with gold, precious stones, and 
rich tapestries. It was a wondrous sight 
for anyone but especially those from the 
humble surroundings of Galilee.

Jesus’ response was a prophecy of the 
destruction of all this splendor (v. 2). 
This was fulfilled in A.D. 70 when Roman 
troops under Titus, the future Roman 
emperor, conquered the city, sacked it, 
and destroyed the Temple.

The prophecy of Jesus should have 
reminded His disciples of His continuing 
message to them - the way of power 
politics and force will only end in 
destruction. There is the way of expe
diency and the way of devotion; the 
former leads to failure, the latter to 
God’s reward.

To the disciples such a catastrophe as 
the destruction of the Temple could only 

mean that the end of time was at hand. 
This place was the center of their na
tional identity. They lumped the fall of 
Jerusalem, Christ’s return, and the end 
of the age together (v. 3). These were all 
cataclysmic events.

Jesus tried to give them the proper 
perspective. The tragedy of Jerusalem’s 
coming fall was certainly a judgment on 
man’s sin and a step closer to the end of 
time, but some other things would hap
pen first.

“Your coming” (v. 3) translates the 
technical term “your parousia.” The 
Greek word parousia means “coming” 
or “presence” and carries a sense of 
authority and power. The term is quite 
common in the rest of the New Testa
ment, but in the gospels it appears only 
in this chapter. We might interpret it to 
mean “second coming,” although that 
particular phrase does not appear in the 
New Testament (the nearest reference 
would be in Hebrews 9:28).

Jesus wants the disciples to under
stand His coming again not in the sense 
of termination but as the beginning of a 
new relationship with God in His 
kingdom. The believer should look 
toward this event with anticipation, not 
fear.

Jesus’ warning (24:4-8)
Jesus explained to them that many 

things would happen before His return. 
He was not declaring a timetable for 
these events (compare 24:36). His 
primary concern was to challenge them 
to a way of thinking and living that em
bodied both faithfulness to Christ and ex
pectancy of His return. As with most 
Biblical prophecy, His words had both a 
present and a future application.

They were warned that all ages have 
their religious “phonies” or charlatans 
who attempt to lead astray God’s people 
who are earnestly anticipating Christ’s 
return. They should not be so anxious for 
the end of the age that they accept false 
messiahs.

In like manner, there will be many na
tional and natural disasters before Christ 
returns. Although these will be impor
tant to those involved and will be times of 
testing for believers, this does not 
necessarily mean that the return of 
Christ is imminent.

Jesus’ promise (24:9-14)
The major concern here is to affirm a 

period of indefinite length between the 
destruction of the Temple and the return 
of Christ at the end of the age. During 
this time the people of God should be 
prepared both for persecution from 
without and faithlessness from within.

The section ends with a reminder of 
the work we should do in the interim be
tween Christ’s ascension and His return 
in glory. We are to be certain that “this 
gospel of the kingdom will be preached 
throughout the whole world.” (v. 14). 
When Christ returns, He should find us 
diligently involved in worldwide 
evangelism rather than sitting back and 
waiting for Him.

An unusual obsession with speculation 
about His coming may be an indication 
that we lack faith! He has given us a task 
to carry out - to share the gospel with 
all men. He has given us the power to do 
it - the Holy Spirit. He has given us a 
fellowship of support - the church. Are 
we too eager for the end? Perhaps God 
still has some things He wants us to do 
before Christ returns to bring this age to 
an end.
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LIFE AND WORK SERIES
Lesson for March 22

The pain of rejection
By Danny E. Bush, associate minister 

First Baptist Church, Oak Ridge
Basic Passage: Luke 19:41 to 21:38
Focal Passages: Luke 19:41-42; 20:9-18

Only a Christian parent can fully ap
preciate the frustration that comes to a 
father or mother when a child with so 
much potential and wholesome influence 
rejects Christian principles, voices of ex
perience, and devoted love. The pain of 
this rejection is beyond adequate expres
sions. A parent can see the utter 
foolishness of the choices of the child, but 
in the last analysis is powerless to alter 
the situation appreciably. Try as you 
may to intervene, the final outcome is 
based on autonomous decisions by the 
child. To put it another way, it is up to the 
child to decide what he or she will do with 
his or her life. If 
they fail and are 
hurt, parents hurt 
equally as much. If 
they succeed and 
are content, parents 
have pride and a 
feeling of ac
complishment.

This must be 
similar to the feel
ings Jesus had in Bu«h 
His dealing with Israel, the chosen peo
ple of God. God intended a special mis
sionary purpose and blessing for them. 
What did they do? Like disobedient 
children, they ignored the real messages 
of the prophets and were rejecting the 
Son, who was, and is, the perfect revela
tion of God. We can only imagine 
something of the pain Jesus endured 
because of this rejection. He only had the 
best interests of the Jews and the whole 
of mankind at heart. How could they hate 
Him? How could they ignore Him? How 
could they resist His love? Were they 
deaf and blind to the truth?

The majority did reject Jesus. A small 
group accepted Jesus and it is later 
recorded by Luke, in Acts, something of 
the great positive influence these early 
disciples had in society. Like a grain of 
mustard seed that grows into a very 
large tree-like plant, so did the proc
lamation of the Gospel blossom when 
planted. What a comfort these obedient, 
responsive children, both the chosen 
Jews and the Gentiles, must have been to 
Jesus. Followers of Christ still bring 
abundant joy to the Heavenly Father. 
“In the same way, I tell you, there is joy 
in the presence of the angels of God over 
one sinner who repents” (Luke 15:10 
NASB).

The parable of the shepherd with 100 
sheep is a glimpse of the great love and 
rejoicing involved in the search and 
discovery of one lost sheep. God cares 
for each individual. Like the lost sheep, 
mankind can remain docile in his 
precarious lostness or he can bleat out a 
cry for help. The searching, loving 
Shepherd will find each lost sheep and 
rescue him from the cold, destruction, 
and death that await him.

During my 41 years, I have heard the 
voices of many kinds of religious people. 
I have read the Bible and a wide variety 
of books by different ministers and

Pews, Pulpit and Chancel Furniture
Phone 704/322-8380

Dept. J. P.O. Drawer 2187 
Hickory, North Carolina 28601

theologians. It is good, I believe, for any 
child of God to think, to study, and to 
grow. At this point in my relationship 
with God, I find myself sometimes 
perplexed, but, firmly grounded in my 
faith in Christ.

Some perplexity comes at the point 
when these vocal and printed voices ap
pear to water down the urgency of the 
gospel and the judgment of God. Another 
area of perplexity comes when the 
voices shout an unbending, unfair, 
dogmatic, creedalistic type message as 
though God has no common sense 
wisdom or awareness of all the many 
ramifications of mankind’s plight.

Somewhere between these extremes 
there is the voice of God and the message 
of the Scripture. Other than that, you and 
I must be satisfied with the faith rela
tionship that we sinners, being saved by 
the grace of God, have as we serve Christ 
as best we know how. We must keep 
growing in our concepts and be constant
ly aware that our relationship with the 
unseen, ever present God, is not a sight 
or total comprehension partnership.

God is the final judge in all matters 
concerning faith and practice, not us. 
May we with courage launch out deter
mined to please our loving Lord in the 
best way we know how, knowing full well 
He is with us and is tenderly patient with 
us. In this knowledge it certainly is ap
propriate that we proclaim to all who 
will listen that God is love as well as 
righteous judge. We do need to “Make 
the message clear and plain: Christ 
receiveth sinful men.”

We, His followers, can please the heart 
of God through faithful service. Yes, 
mankind will reject us and the message 
we proclaim at times. This brings pain to 
the Saviour and to His children. But, tell 
it over and over we must. Make the 
message plain, for certain, and may it be 
a message of urgent love and acceptance 
rather than fear and rejection. The 
results are up to the individuals who hear 
and the work of the Holy Spirit.

CONDUCTED
MOTOR COACH TOURS
0^TEXAS AND NEW ORLEANS

Remember The Alamo Visit this historic place. 
Tour San Antonio. See Big “D,” Dallas, LBJ 
Country. Houston, Space Center, Astrodome. Stay in 
romantic French Quarter of New Orleans, tour city, 
enjoy Natchez Cruise and much more.

May 23-31, 1981 — 9 Days
Twin price $385 per person

M NOVA SCOTIA
-UL and EASTERN CANADA

Enroute to a spectacular tour through the land of 
Evangeline and Normandy, we shall pass through 
Washington, Boston, quaint New England. Hulls 
Cove and Bar Harbor. Ride on the Ferry to 
Yarmouth, view famous Bay of Fundy, Grand Pre 
and Ste. Anne Parks. Tour Halifax and Peggy’s 
Cove; visit Cape Breton Island and Bell Museum; 
journey to charming Prince Edward Island by ferry. 
See New Brunswick. Visit picturesque Quebec to see 
world famous Basilicci of Ste-Anne de Beaupre; on to 
Ottawa for changing of the Guard and visit to 
National Art Gallery; travel along Lake Ontario to 
romantic Niagara Falls. Lexington and home 
through "Bluegrass Country.” All this and much 
more.

July 17 - August 2, 1981 — 17 Days 
Twin price $790 per person.

For further details, write or call
CREATIVE TOURS

446 Campbell Station Road 
Concord. Tennessee 37922

Day or night................(615)966-1427
Night............................ (615)986-3392

Supreme Court reiterates right 
of hierarchical church bodies

WASHINGTON (BP)-The U.S. 
Supreme Court reiterated the long
standing doctrine that hierarchical-type 
church bodies control the properties of 
local congregations, even when the latter 
secede from their denominations.

In a pair of cases involving Episcopal 
churches in New Jersey, the high court 
unanimously declined requests from 
local parishes to review lower court deci
sions holding that their properties belong 
to the mother denomination, the Protes; 
tant Episcopal Church. Both congrega
tions had objected to changes in the 
denomination and withdrew from 
membership.

By rejecting the appeals, the high 
court reasserted the principle, first 
enunciated in 1872, that church bodies 
controlled by a hierarchy have property 
rights over local congregations. On 
several occasions, the court has decided 
other church property disputes, but in 
each case the contending parties were 
Presbyterian.

Although no church property dispute 
involving congregational-type churches

SPECIAL INSURANCE
FOR NON-DRINKERS
AUTO—HOME—CHURCH—LIFE 

for NON-DRINKERS ONLY
For people who abstain from the use of alcoholic beverages, we would like 
the opportunity to show you one of our plans or policies covering LIFE, SAV
INGS, FIRE, HOME, CHURCH, EDUCATION AND AUTO INSURANCE.

Call or see one of our Representatives listed below:
Chattanooga (615)

A & P Ins. Agency...............
Marilyn Coffey...................  
Robert E. Davis...................  
Tom Johnson.......................
Billy Parker.........................  
Donnie Pell.........................
Larry Wootten.....................

Cleveland (615)
Service Ins. Agency............

877-3561
629-4262 
894-3275 
894-3275 
894-3275
894-3275 
821-7608

476-8551

Elizabethton (615)
Cordell Ins. Agency...........542-4983
Hart Ins. Agency.................542-5648

Johnson City (615)
The Preston Agency...........

Kingsport (615)
Roy Strunk Agency.............

929-1971

239-8683

Knoxville (615) 
Hiram Altman......................524-1201
Dick Brookshire.................. 584-5275
John V. Hicks......................584-5275
Mike Lawson........................524-1201
Ed Williams..........................524-1201

986-8086
Lenoir City (615) 

Gunnels Ins. Agency........
Lexington (901) 

Pat Carnal Agency............968-6649

INSURANCE 
COMPANIES

Agency Opportunities Available, Career or Independent 

Ric Pickering. Tennessee Sales Manager
1007 Murfreesboro Road, Suite 101

Nashville. TN 37217 

or denominations had ever been argued 
or decided by the court, virtually all 
church-state experts agree that in such 
bodies local congregations control their 
own property.

In a separate church-state action, the 
Supreme Court also refused to hear a 
challenge by a Lutheran parochial 
school student to the Louisiana high 
school athletic association policy barring 
athletes from participating in in
terscholastic competition for one year if 
they are recruited by high schools out
side their primary school districts.

Memphis (901)
Wade Cappieman............
Skip Bridgeforth.............
Eugene Langham...........
Joe Skelton.....................
J. D. Parker.....................

Martin (901)
Leon Crider.....................

795-6872
795-6872
323-2215
323-2215
795-6872

587-9642

Monterey (615)
B. T. Shumpert....................839-2131

McMinnville (615)
McGIothin Ins. Agency . . . .473-4113

Nashville (615)
Sherman Brown..................367-9157
Richard Coleman................ 367-9157
Jesse Erasure...................... 367-9157
Nashville Ins. Agency.........367-1955
Old South Ins. Agency.........228-1383
Tee Insurance Agency.........883-0014
Dick Wonders......................883-0794

Paris (901)
H. D. Lax Ins. Agency ........ 642-5281

Selmer (901) 
Joe Hurt, Jr...........................645-3634

Tullahoma (615) 
Cliff Weddington............... 455-2658

Phone 615-367-9157
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Baptist in Eastern Europe notes extremes, contrasts
By Martha Skelton

EASTERN EUROPE (BP)"- In the 
early dusk, indistinct figures hurry along 
the streets to their homes, working and 
shopping done for the day. Closing shops 
disappear in the darkness; there is little 
in thejr windows to justify lighting them.

Around the corner, some persons enter 
a small Orthodox church, light a candle, 
and pray. The sidewalk in this east Euro
pean city is illuminated only by car 
headlights, passing buses lurching with 
rush-hour capacity crowds, and a glow 
from the church windows.

In the middle of the rush, three persons 
walk slowly, talking earnestly. A tall 
man hunches over to listen more closely. 
He asks questions of the man and woman 
beside him. He is John David Hopper, 
Southern Baptist fraternal represen
tative to Baptists in Eastern Europe. The

Medicare Supplement Information
TO: ALL MEDICARE MEMBERS

SUBJECT: NEW CHANGES IN MEDICARE THAT AFFECT YOU

Dear Medicare Member: 

The Social Security Administration has recently announced certain changes that 
were made in the MEDICARE program — changes which will directly or indirectly 
affect every MEDICARE member.

If you do not fully understand what benefits are payable under MEDICARE, please 
return the attached card at once so that we may furnish this vital information about 
the changes in MEDICARE, along with a detailed description of a privately spon-

husband and wife with whom he is talk
ing want to emigrate to the West.

They want Hopper’s sanction. Instead, 
he probes their motives, counsels on the 
difficulties of life either in the East or 
West, and promises to help them pray 
the matter through.

A few days later, Hopper sits in a 
pastor’s study. The two men review the 
local church’s situation. The pastor 
shares his discouragements - an inade
quate building, the need for a sound 
system to project the worship services 
outside to the 200-300 people who attend 
but cannot get into the building. And he 
excitedly tells of how God is working in 
his congregation - the baptisms and 
signs of growth in the believers.

The pastor leans across his desk and, 
with fervor in his voice and fire in his 
eyes, says to Hopper, “Here is the

SHARING A MEAL — John David Hopper (right) visits with pastor Mihai Husanu 
during lunch in Cluj, Romania. As Southern Baptist fraternal representative to
Eastern Europe, Hopper has many opportunities to encourage pastors.

challenge. Here is my place.”
For the fraternal representative, such 

extremes and contrasts come with his 
territory - eight of the countries in 
Eastern Europe. Since 1976, he has 
traveled in the Soviet Union, Poland, 
Bulgaria, East Germany, Romania. 
Yugoslavia, Czechoslovakia, and 
Hungary, meeting with pastors, 
preaching, leading conferences, counsel
ing, teaching.

Hopper spends a lot of time traveling 
to, through, and from the countries to 
which he relates. Often these times are 
spent in language study. Fluent in 
French, German, Spanish, Serbo- 
Croatian, and English, he is studying 
Russian, Romanian, and Hungarian.

For Hopper, the routine of visa and 
passport procedures, conversion of cur
rencies, and how they differ country by 
country is an everyday reality. He car
ries a passport and identification papers 
as routinely as Americans carry credit 
cards.

Also routine is the security procedure 
every time a train passes from one 
Eastern Europe country to another. An 
official studiously checks each passport 
while another man drops to his knees, 
probing under the seats with a flashlight 
beam.

The space between compartment ceil
ings and the train roof is checked and a 
beam of light is directed over the top of 

EUROPEAN TRANSPORTATION — Riding public transportation such as this tram in 
Bucharest, Romania, provides John David Hopper a way to get around while gain
ing an understanding of Eastern Europeans and their everyday lives.

the train cars to detect anything - or 
anyone - hidden. Once the train crosses 
the border, the procedure is repeated. It 
is a time-consuming inconvenience, but 
part of life in Eastern Europe.

Hopper’s practice, and the policy of 
the Foreign Mission Board, is to work 
with recognized Baptist groups.

“Our policy is to respect the laws,” 
explains Hopper. “Ours is a ministry of 
reconciliation, creating trust. It is not 
my place to be subversive.”

Hopper is aware that there are two 
sides to the story. Within a three-hour 
period in an East European country 
recently, he was confronted with an il
lustrative dilemma on a continuing con
cern - the access of people to the Bible.

An Orthodox official visiting with him 
gave him a Bible and said they were 
printed and available locally. Not long 
afterward, at a Baptist church meeting, 
a woman came up to him begging for a 
Bible; she said she had been praying 
seven years for one.

It is experiences like this that have 
convinced Hopper that there is a place of 
ministry for both the so-called 
underground and registered churches.

“The church in Eastern Europe is like 
a ship,” he says. “Part of it is above 
water and part of it is below. But both 
take the ship into the harbor.”
Adapted from the February-March issue 
of the Commission magazine.


