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Churches to observe 
state missions week

The annual Week of Prayer for State 
Missions will be observed in Southern 
Baptist churches throughout Tennessee 
Sept. 13-20.

The theme for this year’s observance 
will be “Lord, I'll Go ... Send Me” based 
on Isaiah 6:8. This theme follows on the 
1979 theme of “Stir Me, Lord” and the 
1980 theme of “Lead Me. Lord.”

Special program materials have been 
mailed to each church in the state to be 
used in promoting the annual event. Six 
programs have been prepared for 
specific age groups and were included in 
the materials packet.

The guides were written by the follow
ing authors:

-General Church program materials 
by Mrs. Wilda Parks, a member of 
Ridgedale Baptist Church, Chattanooga, 
and Baptist Women’s director for 
Hamilton County Baptist Association ;

—Baptist Women materials by Mrs. 
Carol Pharris, wife of the pastor of First 
Baptist Church, Etowah;

-Baptist Young Women materials by 
Mrs. Kathryn Dobyns. a member of 
First Baptist Church, Jefferson City, 
where she serves as a deacon, Sunday 
School teacher, and program chairman 
of Baptist Women;

-Acteen materials by Sally Miles, an 
employee of the Baptist Sunday School 
Board, Nashville. She works with Ac- 
teens at her church. Belmont Heights 
Baptist Church;

-Girls in Action materials by Mrs. 
Betty Jean Reeves, wife of the minister 

of music at Inskip Baptist Church, Knox
ville, where she has served as WMU 
director;

-Mission Friends materials by Mrs. 
Agnes Sentor, a member of University 
Parkway Baptist Church, Johnson City. 
She serves as Mission Friends director 
for Holston Baptist Association.

In connection with the Week of Prayer 
for State Missions, the annual Golden 
State Missions Offering will be taken in 
Tennessee churches. This year’s goal is 
$500,000 - an 8.7 percent increase over 
the 1980 goal.

The allocations for this year’s offering 
will be used for these items:
- $9,000 for the Burney Love Gifts, aid 

to children of missionaries from Ten
nessee;
- $7,500 for BSU work among black 

college students;
- $165,000 for Tennessee’s two camps. 

Camp Linden and Camp Carson, for 
capital needs, such as new buildings and 
permanent improvements of existing 
buildings;
- $1,000 for Baptist Young Women’s 

groups on college campuses;
— $4,000 for church-related vocations 

student scholarship fund;
- $10,000 for disaster relief;
- $5,250 for Christmas gifts to mis

sionaries from Tennessee ($25 for each 
Tennessee native);
- $3,000 for graduate scholarship fund;
- $10,000 for international student 

ministries;
(Continued on page 2)

CONGRATULATIONS — T. B. Smith (right), director of missions for Northland Bap
tist Association, congratulates the pastors of three Michigan churches which were 
constituted Sept. 5. From left are Joe Hamel, West Branch Baptist Church: Tom 
Fishell, Roscommon Baptist Church; and Dan Waxell, Skidway Lake Baptist Church.

Three Michigan churches 
organized in one service

ROSCOMMON, Mich. - For the first 
time in the history of the Southern Bap
tist Convention, three mission chapels 
were constituted into churches during 
one service.

The three new churches are Roscom
mon Baptist Church; Skidway Lake Bap
tist Church. Skidway Lake; and West 
Branch Baptist Church, West Branch. 
All three congregations have been 
assisted by mission groups from Ten
nessee.

T. B. Smith, director of missions for 
Northland Baptist Association, said that 
the idea of constituting all three 
churches in one service grew out of the 
desire of all three to be organized in time 
to seek affiliation with the association. 
“Because of the size of our association 
(260 miles across), all Baptist meetings 
are held on Saturday,” he said. “There 
simply was just not enough available

(Continued on page 2)

Messengers must follow procedure, says committee

OFFICIAL REGISTRATION CARD

This « to certify that: Association
Mr. 
Mrs.

N ame M iss----------------------------- --------- ------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
Rev. (Last Name -Please Print) (First Name) (Middle Initial)

Post Office_________________________ _ ______ __ State .
has been appointed by--------------------------------- Baptist Churd^of (town)____________________ _
in business session, (date)---------------------a messenger to tH&ENNESSEE BAPTIST CONVEN
TION. This appointment is made on the basis of ^gd in^^ement with the Convention's 
constitutional requirement, as follows (which enti^es^iyhutch to__________messengers):
ARTICLE II. Composition: The Convention slwSbe composed of messengers from cooper

ating churches. Each church d||lll^Len titled to two messengers. Each church 
shall also be entitled to gggg^sehger for each one hundred members or 
fraction thereof beyond tm^^fponc hundred subject to a maximum of ten 
messengers from any o^g^urth. A messenger shall be a member of the church 
by which he is apgoin^^^hc term “cooperating church” shall be applied to 
Such churches as ^^ib^e financially to the Convention or its agencies and 
subscribe to and supra® the principles, programs, and policies of the Convention.

Date--------------------------------------- , 19 Signed _________________________________
Church Moderator or Clerk

THE CONSTITUTION DOES NOT PROVIDE FOR ALTERNATES
In order that you may be located if necessary give your address during the Convention.

- ' ■ ............. ' ' phone

Official registration cards for messengers to the an
nual Tennessee Baptist Convention are now available. 
The convention will be hosted by Radnor Baptist 
Church, 3112 Nolensville Road, Nashville, Nov. 10-12.

These cards may be obtained from offices of Baptist 
associations or from the convention’s registration 
secretary, Mrs. Alice Byram, P.O. Box 347, Brentwood, 
TN 37027.

The Credentials Committee asks that you be remind
ed of the following:

1. The registration card for the annual meeting of 
the Tennessee Baptist Convention is tan in color 
(See sample copy). No other color card will be 
accepted at the registration table.

2. The pastor is not automatically considered a 
messenger and should be voted on by the church 
along with other messengers.

3. Only one name should appear on a card.

4. The constitution does not provide for alternates.
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Surprise meeting reveals
Baptists' attitude change

GLORIETA, N.M.(BP)- A surprise 
visit from an unknown “grandson” 
demonstrated to a retired missionary 
healthy attitude changes in Southern 
Baptist churches.

Twenty years ago, Josephine Scaggs, 
home on furlough from Nigeria, was 
asked to speak on African missions at a 
large Southern Baptist Church. When 
she suggested bringing with her a 
Nigerian Christian, a product of Baptist 
missions, her invitation was withdrawn.

A few weeks later, she spoke at the 
Southern Baptist Convention meeting in 
St. Louis.

“I didn’t speak on the subject I was 
given,” she says ruefully. “I pled with 
our Southern Baptists, ‘Don’t just give 
your millions to send your missionaries 
with the gospel to the black men in 
Africa with the message of the same 
Saviour who died for them as died for us 
and then not be willing to worship with 
them the same Saviour in your church in 
America.”

This August at the foreign missions 
conference at Glorieta Baptist Con
ference Center, a young Nigerian who 
was just a boy when Scaggs started work

Offering . . .
(Continued from page 1)

- $9,000 for language mission minis
tries;
- $9,000 for ministries to the handi

capped ;
— $3,000 for mission center activities;
- $60,000 for mission lot and building 

fund;
- $25,000 for new work revolving loan 

fund;
- $13,500 for promotion expenses of 

state mission week and offering ;
- $10,000 for proposed state Baptist 

conference center;
- $5,000 for resort missions;
-$5,000 for Scripture distribution;
- $17,000 for special rural and moun

tain ministries;
- $20,000 for student scholarships, in

cluding $7,500 for Mary Northington 
Scholarship Fund, $3,500 for Harrison 
Chilhowee Baptist Academy scholar
ships, $500 for medical scholarships, 
$5,000 for Acteen Studiact scholarships, 
and $3,500 for special scholarships;
- $9,000 for student summer missions;
- $12,000 for summer preachers’ 

schools;
- $55,000 for United Tennessee League 

Inc.;
— $13,250 for WMU budget supplement 

for metropolitan WMU promotion;
- $5,000 for WMU budget supp lement 

for rural WMU promotion;
- $7,500 for Baptist Ministries for the 

1982 World’s Fair, Knoxville;
- $5,000 for Bold Mission videotape 

ministry;
- $2,000 for contingency fund.
Any offering received above the 

$500,000 goal will go to the two TBC 
camps.

These allocations for the 1981 Golden 
State Missions Offering were approved 
by the TBC Executive Board in May 
from a joint recommendation made by 
the board’s state missions committee 
and the Tennessee WMU Executive 
Board.

The Golden State Missions Offering was 
begun in 1901 as a project of the Ten
nessee Woman’s Missionary Union. That 
year’s goal was $800. In 1943 the offering 
was named in honor of Mrs. W. C. 
Golden, former corresponding secretary 
of Tennessee WMU. 

in his village in 1955, introducd himself to 
her.

She had not known Felisi Sorgwe then 
and had never met him. He had become 
a Christian and joined the church Scaggs 
helped start, then had come to the United 
States to study chemistry.

Unlike the 1961 experience Scaggs 
related, First Baptist Church of Bothell, 
Wash., had taken Sorgwe in and under 
their ministry, he acknowledged a call 
from God to the gospel ministry.

The church ordained him and con
tinues to give him “consistent help” 
while he studies at Southwestern Baptist 
Theological Seminary, Fort Worth, Tex.

Sorgwe lost his government scholar
ship when he changed from chemistry to 
theological education.

“I give thanks to God for the great 
change of attitudes in our Baptist 
churches in America,” she said. “When 
he shared with me how that church took 
him in as one of theirs, licensed him 
when he felt the call to preach - and 
through their ministry he felt the call to 
preach - how we thank God.”

Mission gifts 
said near goal

After 10 months of the current conven
tion year, mission gifts from Tennessee 
Baptist churches are running about 3 
percent behind the budget-goal pace 
adopted by messengers to the 1980 state 
convention, according to Tom Madden, 
TBC executive secretary-treasurer.

Through August, state Cooperative 
Program receipts had reached 
$11,564,745.65. This is $351,921.02 below 
(2.95 percent below) the 10-month goal 
which is $11,916,666.67 (ten-twelfths of 
the annual $14.3-million goal). The con
vention budget year runs from 
November through October.

However, Madden noted that Cooper
ative Program mission gifts for the 10 
months were 7.2 percent above the 
$10,786,652.28 given during the same 
period of last year.

The TBC executive secretary said that 
August’s Cooperative Program contribu
tions were $896,586.47, which is 2.1 per
cent below the $915,599.80 given in 
August 1980.

The 1980-81 monthly Cooperative Pro
gram goal is $1,191,666.67. Last month’s 
gifts were 24.8 percent below the month
ly goal.

Madden noted that August followed 
two outstanding Cooperative Program 
months: June, $1,304,936.46, and July, 
$1,393,429.56.

When schools fail to open...

Chapel fills gap for students
NASHVILLE (BP)- Summer vacation grew three weeks for Nashville 

students when a panel of Cincinnati, Ohio, judges stayed the city’s school 
desegregation plan.

The stay came just two days before classes were to start and threw the city 
into a turmoil over its schools. Students, geared up to return to classes, had lit
tle to do but mark time for three weeks while classes, teacher assignments, and 
bus routes were changed. Entire school buildings, closed in the new plan, had to 
be reopened and readied.

So Art Williams, public school teacher and music director at Benton Avenue 
Baptist Chapel, thought, “If we don’t have school, we ought to do something for 
the kids.”

Benton Avenue, in a racially mixed, low rent, highrise district, is without a 
pastor. It has been averaging 25 to 30 in Sunday School.

So members from the chapel and its sponsoring church, Judson Baptist, 
printed and distributed handbills advertising a special Vacation Bible School- 
Backyard Bible Club. Prepared for 50 students, Williams said they were over
run with more than 100.

“We were shaving the edges off sandwiches,” he said. “We needed the Lord 
to multiply loaves and fishes. Since I didn’t have faith, I went to the store and 
bought more bread.” 

CONSTITUTION SERVICE — Participating in- the service during which three 
Michigan Baptist churches were constituted were (front row) the three pastors: Joe 
Hamel of West Branch Baptist Church; Tom Fishell of Roscommon Baptist Church; 
and Dan Waxell of Skidway Lake Baptist Church, (back row) Bill Foote, Ten- 
nessee/Michigan relationship consultant; T. B. Smith, director of missions for 
Northland Baptist Association; Jerry Graham, Home Mission Board; Billy Whitt, 
Michigan missions director; Al Shackleford, Tennessee editor; and Robert Wilson, 
Michigan executive director.

Michigan- . .
(Continued from page 1) 

Saturdays before the annual meeting.”
The unique service was held in the 

building of Roscommon Baptist Church, 
which was purchased from a lodge. This 
summer a group from First Baptist 
Church, Tullahoma, helped to refurbish 
the building, including painting the ex
terior.

While there, the Tullahoma group 
helped conduct Vacation Bible Schools 
and backyard Bible clubs at Roscommon 
and at West Branch.

The pastor of the new West Branch 
Baptist Church is Joe Hamel, who came 
to this congregation from the pastorate 
of Lakeview Baptist Church, Athens.

Earlier, a student group from the 
University of Tennessee, Knoxville, had 
conducted community surveys in West 
Branch and Skidway Lake.

Smith said that the Skidway Lake con
gregation has been assisted since it 
started by Woodmont Baptist Church of 
Nashville.

During the constitution service, the 
moderator. Pastor Charles Belt of Lake 
St. Helen Baptist Church, St. Helen, had 
the members of each congregation stand 
as they voted separately on their state
ment of purpose, their constitution and 
bylaws, their desire to affiliate with 
Northland Baptist Association, the call 
of a pastor, and the election of church of
ficers.

Belt said the procedure was somewhat 
confusing, but “since it had never hap
pened before, we didn’t have any 
guidelines.”

Roscommon Baptist Church has 35 

charter members and has voted to share 
10 percent with the Cooperative Pro
gram and 4 percent with associational 
missions of their undesignated offerings. 
Tom Fishnell is pastor.

Skidway Lake Baptist Church has 59 
charter members and will share 10 per
cent through the Cooperative Program 
and 3 percent through associational mis
sions. Dan Waxell is pastor.

West Branch Baptist Church, which 
was started as a mission in January, has 
26 charter members (with three others 
awaiting baptism) and will share 8 per
cent through the Cooperative Progam 
and 5 percent through associational mis
sions.

Average attendance at all three 
churches is higher than the membership.

Smith noted that all three new 
churches had voted to become sponsors 
of mission chapels. In fact. West Branch 
Baptist Church has already voted to 
sponsor a new work at Indian Lake, 
where a mission group from First Bap
tist Church, Winchester, worked this 
summer.

Speaker at the tri-constitutional ser
vice was Jerry Graham of the Home Mis
sion Board’s church extension depart
ment. Northland Baptist Association is 
included in the HMB’s “key county proj
ect,” and Graham serves as consultant.

Graham observed that at the begin
ning of the project, he and Smith had 
selected 14 target areas where a 
Southern Baptist ministry was needed. 
“Already there is some type of regular 
activity in 12 of these.”

Others on the four-hour program 
discussed what the occasion means to 
various groups:
- “To the communities where the 

churches are located” by the three 
pastors;

— “To Northland Baptist Association 
by Orville Meier, asociation’s 
moderator;
- “The partnership Tennessee asso

ciations” by Bill Foote, coordinator of 
the Tennessee/Michigan “sister-state” 
relationship. Northland Association is 
partnership with seven Tennessee 
Associations: Duck River, Giles County, 
Indian Creek, Lawrence County, New 
Duck River, Polk County, and William 
Carey;
- “To Michigan Baptists” by Robert 

Wilson, executive secretary, Baptist 
State Convention of Michigan;
- “To Tennessee Baptists” by Al 

Shackleford, editor of the Baptist and 
Reflector, Tennessee Baptist Conven
tion.
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Receives $60, OOP..,

Burnett accepts court settlement from BSSB
NASHVILLE (BP)- A four-year 

lawsuit between the Southern Baptist 
Sunday School Board and former 
employee Don Burnett ended Sept. 1 
when the board paid Burnett $60,000 in 
damages.

Both the board and Burnett, a former 
personnel placement consultant, agreed 
to a reduction of damages ordered by 
Circuit Judge Joe C. Loser Jr. after a 
jury awarded Burnett $400,000 damages 
in his $1.5-million lawsuit.

After a two-week trial, the civil court 
jury found the board and its president, 
Grady C. Cothan, had defamed Burnett, 
now an insurance salesman.

Loser, however, directed verdicts in 
favor of the board on five other allega
tions - false arrest and imprisonment, 
assault and battery, wrongful discharge, 
gross negligence, and outrageous con
duct.

Following the jury decision. Loser 
reduced the original award of $400,000 to 
$60,000, saying in a memorandum to at
torneys that the jury’s award “exceeded 
the range of reasonableness.”

Cothen told Baptist Press that, while 
he continues to believe the ju^ verdict 
was not supported by the evidence, he 
agreed to the reduced damages to avoid 
further harm to innocent persons whose 
names surfaced during the trial, to avoid 
additional legal costs, and to enable 
board officials to turn their full attention 
to meeting the needs of Southern Baptist 
churches.

“For five years, this case has been a 
tremendous distraction from our major 

CP gifts pass operating budget
NASHVILLE (BP) - With one month left in the 1980-81 fiscal year, contribu

tions through the national Cooperative Program have met the year’s operating 
budget and covered one-fourth of the capital needs budget.

August contributions, reflecting calendar vagaries that helped July to a 29 
percent increase, were up just 7.69 percent over August 1980, to $6,845,237.

That increase put undesignated year to date receipts at $75,108,527, up 14 per
cent over the same period last year and well past the 1980-81 operating budget of 
$74.5-million. The capital needs portion is another $2.5-million.

Additionally, Southern Baptists in their 1980 annual meeting in St. Louis, 
voted a $13-million Bold Mission Thrust challenge goal to put the total budget at 
$90-million.

If September contributions hold at the current 14 percent increase, final 
fiscal month receipts would be about $6.7-million. That would put receipts about 
$4.8-million into the challenge goal. Last year, gifts reached just $762,634 into a 
$12-million challenge goal.

“I believe Southern Baptists are responding to Bold Mission Thrust and world 
mission needs,” said Harold C. Bennett, executive secretary-treasurer of the 
SBC Executive Committee. “Cooperative Program receipts met the operating 
budget sooner than any time in the past several years. Also, it appears that this 
year we will achieve the largest percentage of the Bold Mission Thrust 
challenge goal in our history.”

Year to date designated receipts are $70,736,583, up 13.9 percent over 1980. 
Total receipts, designated and undesignated, are $145,845,110, an increase of 
$17.9-million or 13.98 percent over the same period last year.

MISSION GROUP — Central Baptist Church, Oak Ridge, 
recently sent 24 high school students and seven chaperones 
to Michigan to work with Trinity Baptist Church, Midland.

The group conducted backyard Bible clubs, did survey 
work, used puppetry, and presented a musical eight times 
in churches, shopping centers, and in a city park.

thrust of providing materials and 
resources to aid churches in reaching 
people for Christ,” Cothen said. “I very 
much regret that innocent people and 
totally unrelated incidents were brought 
into this case.”

Burnett, when contacted by Baptist 
Press after the damages were paid, 
declined to comment. Initially he in
dicated he would comment to Baptist 
Press on the case when the issue was 
concluded, but said, “I have changed my 
mind.”

Asked if his refusal to respond applies 
to all media or only to Baptist Press, 
Burnett said it specifically applies to 
Baptist Press. “Since this thing has gone 
on as long as it has and this is the first in
quiry I have had from Baptist Press, I 
will have no comment for Baptist 
Press,” he said.

However, Burnett’s attorney, Charles 
Williams, said it was difficult to accept 
the judge’s reduced damages.

“When you have 12 jurors carefully 
chosen, with give and take by both at
torneys, who found the board sufficiently 
abusive they awarded $400,000, needless 
to say, when you accept $60,000, that’s a 
difficult decision,” Williams said.

“We felt he (Judge Loser) was wrong 
in reducing it that much, but it was 
either accept that or a new trial which 
would have required the expenditure of 
$5,000 to $7,000 just for the record. With 
other expenses, that’s just too much 
burden for Burnett. This process has 
been not only a financial burden but a 
tremendous emotional burden for the 
man.”

Williams said his client had been vin
dicated and could now hold his head up 
among his Baptist acquaintances. “The 
jury found that the board acted wrongful
ly toward him and with malice when they 
did it,” Williams said.

“This suit was not instituted with ex
pectation of massive recovery,” he said. 
“He was humiliated by what occurred.”

The suit, filed in the spring of 1977, 
arose after a series of events in July and 
August 1976 when Burnett went to Cothen 
to express his concerns that certain 
board employees might be involved in 
massive conspiracies to defraud the 
board of funds and that some employees 
might be forcing others to engage in sex
ual misconduct.

During the trial, Burnett testified he 
had no concrete facts upon which to base 
his concerns and that on occasions “my 
imagination ran away with me.” 
However, names of numerous employ
ees surfaced in connection with rumors 
reported by Burnett.

After learning Burnett was carrying a 
gun in his car for protection, Cothen 
testified that he became concerned about 
Burnett’s mental health and for the safe

Brotherhood leadership conference 
set for Sept. 18-19 in Brentwood

The semi-annual Brotherhood leader
ship conference, sponsored by the Ten
nessee Baptist Brotherhood department, 
will be held at the Tennessee Baptist
Convention building in Brentwood, Sept. 
18-19.

The program is designed to help 
associational Baptist Men and Royal 
Ambassador leadership, but church 
leaders are welcome to attend the ses
sions, according to Archie King, 
Brotherhood director of Tennessee Bap
tists.

Major speakers at the two-day con
ference will be Norman Godfrey, 
associate executive director of the 
Southern Baptist Brotherhood Commis
sion ; Bill Moore, Brotherhood director of 
the Baptist State Convention of 
Michigan; David Peach, director of Bap
tist Ministries for the 1982 World’s Fair, 
Knoxville; and Gene Williams of Church 
Hill, a volunteer who served in Upper 
Volta as part of the Tennessee Baptist 
hunger and relief project in that west 
African nation.

Two other Baptist leaders from 
Michigan, where Tennessee Baptists are 
involved in a sister-state relationship, 
will be featured in the meeting. Orville 
Meier, Brotherhood director and 

ty of board employees and asked Burnett 
to see a psychiatrist.

After two sessions with Burnett, the 
psychiatrist said in a deposition read 
during the trial that he believed Burnett 
possessed the likelihood of harm to 
himself or others. He advised Cothen to 
have the police pick up Burnett and have 
him committed temporarily for further 
psychiatric evaluation.

Testimony showed Burnett was picked 
up by police on a board parking lot Aug. 
4, 1976, and taken to a hospital. He was 
then taken by police to his personal 
physician who released him.

On Aug. 6,1976, Cothen spoke briefly to 
employees in chapel about Burnett, with
out mentioning him by name.

He requested prayer for a fellow 
employee, “who, in the judgment of 
competent authority, needed some help. 
He has not done anything bad. He has not 
done anything wrong. He is a respected 
Christian brother who does not deserve 
our judgment. He does not deserve our 
censure. He deserves our prayers.”

Burnett’s employment was terminated 
Nov. 4,1976, because he had failed to pro
vide medical evidence requested by 
Cothen concerning his health.

moderator for Michigan’s Northland 
Baptist Association, and Paul Walser. 
Brotherhood director for the Greater 
Detroit Baptist Association, will give 
testimonies.

Leonard Brannan of Chattanooga, 
state Brotherhood president, will 
preside. The meeting also will include 
small group conferences on various 
aspects of Brotherhood work.

WMU meeting selects 
headquarters hotel

Sheraton South Inn of Nashville has 
been named as the headquarters hotel 
for the annual meeting of Tennessee 
Woman’s Missionary Union, according 
to Mary Jane Nethery, WMU executive 
director.

The annual meeting will be held Nov. 9 
at Judson Baptist Church, Nashville.

Reservation requests should be made 
directly to the motel, which is located at 
737 Harding Place. Nashville, TN 37211.

In order to secure rooms in the WMU 
block, requests must be received at the 
motel by Oct. 8. Those making requests 
should identify themselves as part of the 
WMU group.

Rates are $36 for a single room, $48 for 
two to a room, $56 for three to a room, 
and $64 for four to a room. A deposit for 
one night’s cost is required with each 
reservation request.

Additional information can be secured 
from the WMU office or the motel.

Guinn Shaw called 
to first pastorate

Guinn Shaw was called to his first 
pastorate recently by Fairview Baptist 
Church, Tellico Plains.

Shaw, a native of Tellico Plains, came 
to the church from the membership of 
Bethlehem Baptist Church, Madison
ville.

On July 19, Shaw was ordained at the
Bethlehem church. Chester Millsaps, 
pastor of the church, brought the ordina
tion message.
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EDITORIAL

Tennessee’s prayer of commitment
Next week Tennessee Baptists collectively and in

dividually will pray, ‘‘Lord, I’ll go ... send me.” This 
is the theme for the 1981 Week of Prayer for State Mis
sions.

The Scripture theme is from Isaiah 6:8, “Then I 
heard the Lord asking, ‘Whom shall I send as a 
messenger to My people? Who will go?’ And I said, 
‘Lord, I’ll go! Send me.’ ” (The Living Bible).

This year’s emphasis is a logical progression to the 
themes used in the last two years.

The 1979 theme was “Stir Me, Lord,” using the 
Apostle Paul’s admonition to youthful Timothy, “I 
want to remind you to stir into flame the strength and 
boldness that is in you” (2 Timothy 1:6, The Living 
Bible). The word “stir” carries the idea of a campfire 
that has died down to a pile of ashes. As the ashes are 
stirred, the buried hot coals are revealed, ready for 
rekindling.

With mission fires stirred, Tennessee Baptists were 
ready for the 1980 theme, “Lead Me, Lord.” That 
year’s Scripture noted the necessity for Christians to 
follow God’s leadership, “Commit thy way unto the 
Lord; trust also in Him and He shall bring it to pass” 
(Psalm 37:5). Obedient disciples must depend on the 
Spirit of God to lead us in His will and way.

Now, we should be ready to pray the prayer of this 
year’s theme, “Lord, I’ll Go ... Send Me.”

“Missions” is more than a topic for study. It is more 
than a catchword to motivate us to give. It is truly a 
daily way of life for a Christian.

When we consider state missions next week, we 
need to realize that where you live, work, and play is a 
part of our beloved Tennessee. Each of us has a per
sonal responsibility to be a missionary to that part of 
Tennessee in which we live.

“Missions” is not limited to some faraway place 
separated by oceans and international boundries. 
Regardless of where we are, we are surrounded and 
overwhelmed by mission opportunities - if only we 
will let God see our neighbors as He sees them.

In addition, we realize that there are specific 
ministries and mission activities, in which we may 
not be able to share personally, but which we can sup
port through the Golden State Missions Offering.

The 1981 goal is $500,000. This challenging figure 
must be reached - and surpassed - so that Ten
nessee Baptists can fulfill some needed ministries.
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There is a need for new churches and mission 
chapels in many areas of Tennessee, resulting from 
population shifts and growth. One of the allocations of 
the 1981 Golden State Missions Offering will add finan
cial resources in the new work revolving loan fund. 
These loans will be made to help purchase property 
and begin construction of buildings for new churches. 
These loans are interest-free for the first three years 
to aid these new congregations.

Another allocation will provide small scholarships 
for those enrolled in Tennessee Baptist colleges who 
are preparing for church-related vocations. God has 
called these to be our future leaders; we must help 
them prepare for service. Various other scholarship 
funds receive support from the Golden State Missions 
Offering.

Language missions will receive a boost from the of
fering. There are approximately 100,000 citizens of 
Tennessee from different language and cultural 
backgrounds - Chinese, American Indians, Koreans, 
Japanese, Vietnamese, Laotians, Hispanic 
Americans, and Arabians.

Related to this are ministries to international 
students, the deaf, and the handicapped.

Other funds will go to strengthen associational and 
church Woman’s Missionary Union organizations, so 
that these can better fulfill their tasks of mission 
education and mission support.

The largest allocation this year (as in previous 
years) will go for construction and renovation of 
buildings at our two Tennessee Baptist encamp
ments, Camp Linden and Camp Carson. Who would 
dare estimate the influence that conferences at these 
two facilities have had on our youth, church leaders, 
and pastors?

For the second year, an allocation from this year’s 
offering will go to aid Baptist Ministries to the 1982 
World’s Fair in Knoxville. This allocation will have a 
part in presenting an evangelical witness through the 
Baptist Pavilion to the estimated U-million visitors to 
the next year’s World’s Fair.

The Golden State Missions Offering is only one way 
- but it is an important way — for us to make a Chris
tian impact on the Volunteer State. It must have our 
support.

There is something thrilling about a 
new beginning - the birth of a baby, a 
new home established, a new child of 
God bom into His kingdom.

As Baptists, we feel excitement in the 
birth of a new church, believing that 
Christ owns, empowers, and uses a 
local church for His work on this earth.

Last Saturday, I attended the con
stituting of three new churches in a 
joint service at Roscommon, Mich. It 
was my joyful privilege to represent 
you, the Baptists of Tennessee, on that 
historic occasion.

Personally, it was a very moving ex
perience. Before coming to the Baptist 
and Reflector in November 1976,1 was 
editor in Indiana for 11 years. In that 
capacity, I attended and participated in 
a number of church organizational ser
vices. Saturday’s occasion reminded 
me how much I missed the thrill of see
ing a church bom.

I will not bore you by printing my 
Saturday remarks, but here are a few 
things I tried to share on your behalf.

The organization of those three 
Michigan churches means to Tennessee 
Baptists that God’s Spirit still leads. 
After a few informal contacts, 12 Ten
nesseans journeyed to Detroit in April 
1980 to discuss the possibility of a 
sister-state relationship. God led in a 
recommendation to the Executive 
Board and its recommendation to the 
state convention, where last November 
it was enthusiastically approved.

But God’s leading is not singular. 
Before the messengers voted, His Spirit 
was leading several Tennessee 
churches and associations to become in
volved with Michigan groups.

The occasion last Saturday also 
means that God’s miraculous power 
can take a little and make something 
great out of it - like Jesus did with a 
lad’s lunch. The efforts made by Ten
nessee churches and associations this 
past year were extremely small (when 
compared to the tremendous Michigan 
needs), but God blessed and multiplied 
our efforts through His power.

Tennessee’s experiences in Michigan 
mean that God has proven once again 
the validity of the Scriptures which 
declare “It is more blessed to give than 
to receive” (Acts 20:35) and “Give, and 
it shall be given unto you; good 
measure, pressed down, and shaken 
together, and running over” (Luke 
6:32). Those Tennesseans who have 
talked with me about their trips to 
Michigan have said repeatedly that 
they received far more than they gave.

This involvement has challenged our 
people to deeper mission involvement. 
Churches and associations are consider
ing new ministeries in their own areas. 
Some are taking a new look for possible 
locations of needed mission chapels 
here in Tennessee.

Praise the Lord that mission excite
ment does not cease when these 
volunteers cross the Michigan state 
line heading home.

No one would predict what the 
Tennessee-Michigan sister relationship 
can accomplish. One thing is sure: God 
will continue to bless the Baptists in 
both states because of it!
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Personal 
perspective
By TOM MADDEN 

TBC executive secretary

Since I wrote my last “Personal 
Perspective,’’ my wife and I have 
become grandparents. Edna Earle and I 
have experienced many emotions since 
Friday, Aug. 28, that all grandparents 
can identify with. Of one thing I am sure 
- a baby makes a difference!

Babies have made a difference in his
tory. Moses was 
placed in a basket, 
hidden in bulrushes, 
guarded by his sis
ter and discovered 
by Pharaoh’s own 
daughter. It is a 
beautiful account to 
read and highly sig
nificant in God's un
folding plan.

“And she brought 
forth her first-born son, and wrapped 
Him in swaddling clothes, and laid Him 
in a manger; because there was no room 
for them in the inn,” Luke wrote as he 
recorded the account of the birth of 
God’s Son and our Saviour and Lord. No 
one of us can adequately describe the dif
ference He has made in the world and in 
our own personal lives.

A baby makes a difference in a family. 
She (Lindsey is a girl) becomes the focal 
point around which all other experiences 
in the family are centered.

A baby makes a difference in the 
church. Nurseries are built, and 
schedules and programs are arranged 
because of babies.

Babies continue to make a difference 
as they adjust to the many phases of 
maturing.

Babies make a difference in eternity. 
With the birth of each baby, not only is 
there the miracle of a new body and per
sonality created, but there is also a soul 
that is immortal and shall live through
out eternity.

A baby makes a difference!

C-N offers courses 
for seminary credit

JEFFERSON CITY - For the third 
consecutive year, Southern Baptist 
Theological Seminary, Louisville, Ky. 
will offer courses in conjunction with 
Carson-Newman College here.

“Christian Evangelism” and “Johan- 
nine Epistles” will be the two three-hour 
credit courses available at Carson- 
Newman. Registration for each class 
will be conducted during the first class 
meeting, Sept. 21.

Classes are open to individuals who 
hold baccalaureate degrees and need 
seminary hours towards a master of 
divinity degree, persons wishing to sup
plement their seminary degrees, and 
Carson-Newman religion majors. En
rollment for each course is $100 in addi
tion to a $10 enrollment fee for students 
not previously enrolled at the seminary.

Lewis Drummond, professor of evan
gelism at Southern, will instruct the 
evangelism course each Monday from 11 
a.m. to 2 p.m.

William L. Blevins, Carson-Newman 
religion professor and department coor
dinator, will instruct “Johannine 
Epistles” each Monday from 2:30 to 4:30 
p.m.

Aettetd & tie SMm,.,.
Letters on any religion-related subject are welcomed. Letters of over 300 words 
will not be used. Other letters may be shortened at the discretion of the editor. 
No unsigned letters will be printed, but writer’s name will be withheld for 
sufficient reason. Letters must contain complete address.

The whole story
Dear editor:

I am disturbed by the example of 
reporting by the Baptist Press in cover
ing the recent lawsuit against the Baptist 
Sunday School Board. The article ap
peared in your July 29 issue. A quick 
comparison of this report and that of the 
secular press suggests that Southern 
Baptists did not get the whole story. A 
spokesman for the board was quoted 
recently as saying, “Reaction among 
Southern Baptists to the Burnett case 
has been muted so far.” Why not? Ten
nessee Baptists and Southern Baptists 
have not heard everything.

The Baptist Press article appears to 
exonerate Grady Cothen and the board ; 
and, this leaves one asking how could a 
jury reach a verdict of guilty while the 
secular press introduces enough infor
mation to leave one asking how could an 
administrator use such poor judgment.

The Baptist Press will have to take full 
responsibility for the adverse publicity 
which will come as Southern Baptists are 
given more facts by the secular press. 
The appearance that the denomination’s 
news agency is merely a tool for public 
relations in my opinion further erodes 
the confidence of Southern Baptists in its 
institutions and agencies.

I suggest that the Executive Commit
tee of the Southern Baptist Convention 
study the manner in which the Baptist 
Press functions. There is a great need to 
restore the confidence of grass roots peo
ple in our institutions and agencies.

However, reporting like that which ap
peared in the aforementioned article 
simply contributes to further disintegra
tion of trust. Checks and balances are a 
must for responsible action by boards 
and agencies. A Baptist Press which tells 
the whole story could assist greatly.

I would suggest that editors like 
yourself should call for full news report
ing.

Fred A. Steelman
4000 Dayton Blvd.
Chattanooga, TN 37415

I did not attend the lengthy trial, but I 
read the articles in the Nashville 
newspapers and talked several times 
during that period with Baptist reporters 
who did attend.

The trial lasted eight full days. In addi
tion there were depositions taken prior to 
the trial, most of which were not in
troduced into evidence. It would be im
possible for any publication — secular or 
religious — to report the “whole” story.

Linda Lawson, who wrote the article in 
question, attended every session of the 
trial. No individual secular newspaper 
reporter can make that claim. She is 
supervisor of the news and information 
section in the office of communication 
for the Sunday School Board.

I question the implication that every
thing reported in a secular newspaper is 
“gospel truth.” One example of inac
curate or incomplete reporting is the 
statement that a certain individual 
“testified” — when actually she did not 
take the witness stand, but did give a 
deposition which was not entered into the 
trial’s record — that she heard another 
person make a statement. The secular 
newspaper reported her statement, but 
did not report that the person she 
“quoted” denied making that statement 
in his deposition.

“Speaking the whole truth in love” is a 
constant dilemma for religious jour
nalists. Some Baptists and denomina

tional leaders do not feel that ANY 
negative or controversial matter should 
ever be published. And, what do we 
report when a church says a pastor has 
“resigned,” while the pastor has been 
fired or threatened with being fired?

Neither Baptist Press nor the Baptist 
and Reflector claims perfection. Yet, with 
all the pressures we face to alter or color 
the news, I am pleased that Baptist 
Press has the highest reputation for fair 
reporting among all denominational 
news agencies.

However, we must be vigilant in 
fighting for a free denominational press. 
For this reason, I concur with your sug
gestion for a study of Baptist Press’ 
policies, (editor)

Life at conception
Dear editor:

In response to “Citizen’s Comer” 
(Aug. 26), the writer seemed to me to 
give more facts to “pro-choice” than to 
“pro-life.” He didn’t point out that they 
still do abortions after a three-month 
pregnancy and that babies have been 
prematurely bom at three months and 
have lived.

How can you say he isn’t alive or 
without a soul? Certainly you need a soul 
to live. Life exists at the moment of con
ception, because if it “is not alive,” how 
can it grow?

I also think it was pointless of him to 
bring in the Catholics. The issue here 
was a baby’s life, not a religion.

I would also like to point out that there 
are people living today that couldn’t live 
without the aid of other such people that 
are mentally or physically handicapped. 
Can you tell me they are not alive or 
don’t have souls?

There are exceptions to every rule, of 
course, but for all the abortions that are 
done for the mother because of rape, 
etc., 10 times as many are done because 
the mothers simply don’t want the baby. 
I really don’t see how a Christian can be 
“pro-choice.”

Sandra Lehr
38459 Moravian
Mt. Clemens, MI 48043

This letter-writer is 16 years old, but I 
certainly put no age limit on letters sub
mitted. (editor)

Judges' dictatorial power
Dear editor:

Reading the report of the lawsuit by 
Don Burnett against Grady C. Cothen 
and the Southern Baptist Sunday School 
Board (Sept. 2), it seems that Circuit 
Court Judge Joe C. Loser used dic
tatorial powers in reducing damages 
from $400,000 to $60,000.

I have heard of judges who verbally 
chastened juries for not following the 
law, but I never have heard of or read of 
anything like this before. We need laws 
governing the power and conduct of 
judges at all levels.

Allow me to use up my 300-word limit 
in listing a few other things that I know 
myself that judges do against ordinary 
citizens who have committed minor in
fractions:

They grant continuances in minor of
fenses and then multiply the size of the 
bond as punishment before the trial 
because the person asked for a contin
uance and turn known felons loose on 
their own recognizance.

They change the court date without 
notifying the defendant, making it as dif
ficult as possible for the defendant to

★★★★★★★★★★★★★★
* Citizen’s Corner J
4* By Jerry M. Self

Public affairs and Christian life 
consultant vL

Why have Southern Baptists put Single 
Adult Day on their calendar?

Maybe it is because there are more 
singles in our world today than ever 
before. People are experiencing longer 
periods of singleness. More young people 
are waiting to marry until a few years 
past school. Or more than before, they 
are deciding not to marry at all.

It has always been 
true that a large 
number of those 
who have lost a 
partner through 
death or divorce re
main single for the 
rest of their lives. 
Now, however, the 
trend seems to be 
for those who do re
marry to remain Self 
single longer between marriages.

While 62 percent of our nation’s adults 
are living in a married relationship, the 
remaining citizens who are 18 years of 
age or older are on their own. One-third 
of those single adults have some family 
responsibility in their household. That 
leaves nearly 22-million single adults liv
ing alone or with someone not related by 
blood or marriage.

They are not all swingers, not all 
homosexuals, nor are all of them lonely.

There are as many reasons for being 
single as there are single adults.

What they commonly need is a place to 
study the Bible, a place to worship God, a 
place to serve, and a sense that someone
cares.

S1J/GLB JlBl/LT BAY
SINGLE ADULT DAY — The first Single 
Adult Day will be observed Sept. 13, to 
recognize the growing number of 
single adults in Southern Baptist 
churches.

come to court represented by counsel. 
The defendant has to look for someone to 
tell him what has happened - why his 
trial didn’t come up and when it will be 
held. This is also punishment before the 
trial used against ordinary citizens.

They declare one fine at the trial and 
after the trial levy a much larger fine 
while the defendant has the choice of 
paying or going to jail. They refuse to 
issue a warrant against a know n Marxist 
who has admitted committing a crime.

We need judicial reform! Your 
prayers and concern can speed it; your 
complacency can deter it.

Robert S. Dubiel
439 Parish
Martin, TN 38237
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Missionary couple faces million-to-two odds
By Irma Duke

CUIPIPE, Mauritius (BP)- in 1978, 
the odds were a million to two.

Three years later, the numbers do not 
look much better, but Southern Baptist 
missionaries Norman and Jeanie Wood 
are encouraged about their work on 
Mauritius, a small Indian Ocean island 
with a million people.

Being a Baptist there is not quite the 
same as it was in Oklahoma, their home 
state, or in Texas, where they are on mis
sionary furlough.

There are no Baptist churches in 
Mauritius. When they arrived, most peo
ple had never heard of Baptists and the 
few that had, considered them a sect or a 
cult. In fact, when the Jonestown 
Massacre took place in November 1978, 
one man expected Wood to go home 
because “his leader had died.’’

That was difficult to take for the couple 
who had spent 16 years as Southern Bap
tist missionaries. Before coming to 
Mauritius in 1978, they were mis
sionaries in Zambia.

“In the beginning, I felt my pride hurt. 
I really resented it,” Mrs. Wood admits. 
“I have had to overcome wanting to just 
tell them about all Southern Baptists 
have done in other countries and what we 
could do here.”

But the middle-aged couple have pro
gressed beyond this feeling and are try
ing to help people on this 29-by-38-mile 
island, both physically and spiritually.

“Working with people is our mission 
task here,” says Wood. “I suppose that is 
not a unique statement, but it is really

NO SHORTAGE OF PEOPLE — Norman and Jeanie Wood, missionaries in 
Mauritius, make every contact count for Christ on the small island that is home for
one-million people.

true here in Mauritius, because we 
haven’t got anything to work with but 
people. We don’t have any schools, 
hospitals, or mass media studios.”

But there is no shortage of people and 
the Woods make every contact with them 
count. When they meet people in the 
Chinese shops or in the open market or at 
the bakery, they make friends. They 
start conversations, and soon people 
want to know what brings them to the In
dian Ocean - their entree for presenting 
the gospel.

The Wood home has been the center of 

their ministry. On Sunday mornings, 
they hold Sunday School and worship 
with an average attendance of about 40. 
Bible studies, patchwork quilt classes, 
cooking demonstrations, and religious 
film showings also are there.

Wood is coordinator for Southern Bap
tist volunteers who come to Mauritius to 
help the people’s physical needs. The 
Mauritian government has indicated it 
would welcome Americans with skills in 
development to come and help its people 
raise their standard of living.

So far this has been worked out for only 

one couple, Asheton (Bubba) and Debbie 
Sawyer from Fairhope, Ala., who are 
now covering the work while the Woods 
are on furlough. Sawyer teaches sports 
for the govemmerit’s recreation depart
ment. Unemployment is high, especial
ly among the youth; so he is providing 
them something to do. As opportunities 
arise, he also shares his faith with those 
he contacts.

In Mrs. Wood’s patchwork classes, she 
recently trained 10 women who in turn 
trained four each and they all were hired 
by a small quilting export industry that 
was begun by a Christian businessman. 
In addition, some of the quilting done by 
Mrs. Wood and her students has been 
displayed in a prominent place in 
Mauritius, stirring up more interest and 
more opportunities for witness.

“We see every contact we can make as 
something that is important for the 
Lord,” Wood explains.

And even though Mauritius is small 
compared to many of the 94 other coun
tries where Southern Baptist mis
sionaries serve, the Woods consider their 
ministry to the island vital. He has bap
tized 12 persons since moving to 
Mauritius, and is encouraged because of 
the influence a few can have.

“Mauritians go all over the world,” 
Wood stresses, “and if you can win one to 
the Lord and he goes to Hong Kong or 
Australia or wherever, you just can’t 
ever measure what can happen.” 
—Adapted from August 1981 Commission 
magazine.

Missourian shows his faith by meeting needs that arise
KANSAS CITY, Mo. (BP) - Carl Ken- 

does more to serve God than you can 
shake a stick at. When something needs 
doing or someone needs help, he is not 
far behind.

When the Hyatt Regency Hotel 
tragedy struck in Kansas City, Kerr was 
at the scene answering phones for the 
Red Cross until 5 o’clock the following 
morning.

Kerr is a member of the Southern Bap
tist disaster relief team in the metro 
Kansas City area. He is also a head 
chaplain in Missouri’s Civil Air Patrol. 
He has been to Brazil twice to help 
Southern Baptist missionaries and is a 
member of Campers on Mission, a group 
of Missourians who spend their vaca
tions ministering to campers across the 
state.

He has been pastor of four Missouri 
churches and he started a prayer group 
at TWA that has grown to include 300 
employees.

He is a member of Park Hill Baptist 
Church in Kansas City and according to 
pastor Craig Tally, has established a 
“very aggressive” Royal Ambassador 
program.

And those are just the major things he 
has done. Who knows what else he has 
volunteered for?

Kerr is a full-time mechanic and elec
trician for TWA. Two of his three 
children were adopted from the Missouri 
Baptist Children’s Home.

“Everytime I turn around Carl is 
volunteering,” says John Dowdy, direc
tor of missions for the Missouri Baptist 
Convention.

“And I am doubly impressed because 
of the kind, loving way he does it. He 
doesn’t brag and is very humble. It is 
refreshing to find that kind of Christian 
attitude.”

Why does he give so much of himself to 
help others? Kerr answers that question 

with a story. At a little league baseball 
game, one little boy would close his eyes 
every time the pitch crossed the plate. 
He never swung the bat. Most of the time 
he would strike out and walk away with 
tears in his eyes.

Soon Kerr felt sorry for him and went 
to talk with him. He found out the little 
boy prayed for four balls because he was 
afraid he would miss if he swung the bat.

Kerr explained to the boy that God did 
not want him to strike out either, but that 
maybe the pitcher had been praying for 
three strikes. And he began to teach the 
boy how to bat.

“That’s when I realized that if we are 
going to reach the world, we have to go to 
them,” Kerr remembers. “That little 
boy knew the church was on First and 
Main, but where were we when he need
ed us?”

So Kerr goes to the people.
As part of the disaster relief team in 

Kansas City, he helps people whose 
homes have burned or flooded or con
soles friends and relatives of the injured 
in major disasters like the Hyatt Regen
cy tragedy.

He gives moral direction to youth, 
ranging in age from 13 to 21, as a 
chaplain in the Civil Air Patrol. As wing 
chaplain, Kerr directs the chaplaincy 
program in the state.

“It’s a great opportunity for ministry 
outside the church,” he stresses, noting 
that 50 percent of the cadets have no 
church background.

It is an understatement to say that 
Kerr takes advantage of ministry oppor
tunities outside the church. He takes ad
vantage of opportunities outside the 
country too.

Kerr had been attending a class on 
missions at Midwestern Baptist 
Theological Seminary, Kansas City, Mo. 
The class was taught by Raymond Colb, 
missionary to Brazil and visiting pro

fessor. When Colb told his students of the 
trouble missionaries in Brazil were hav
ing with their generators, Kerr jokingly 
volunteered to repair them.

Soon Kerr and two others were on their 
way to fix them - all at their own ex
pense. Not only did he fix the generators 
in three cities in the interior of the coun
try, he preached in several small 
villages also. This trip to Brazil led to 
another to renovate a house and 
establish it as a mission in a poor area of 
Petropilis.

The list about Carl Kerr could go on 
and on - the four Missouri churches he 
has led, the prayer group he helped start 
at TWA that has grown into 10 groups, 
the dynamic RA program he developed 
- but questions still remain un
answered.

How does he do it? What about his 
family? Kerr will be the first to say that

Rural Life Center in Mindanao 
accepts additional opportunities

MINDANAO, Philippines - After 10 
years of service in Mindanao, the Baptist 
Rural Life Center is looking towards in
creased opportunities to teach farming 
techniques to the less privileged, 
privileged.

One opportunity has come as the result 
of a meeting with representatives of a 
government corporation given the task 
of enhancing total development for the 
southern part of the Philippines.

The Rural Life Center, under the direc
tion of Southern Baptist Missionary 
Harold Watson, has agreed to be consul
tant to the Southern Philippines Develop
ment Authority. The center will help in 
the technical development of the govern
ment corporation’s dairy goat project, 
farmers’ training center, and related 

if it had not been for his family he would 
not be involved in all this volunteer work. 
He does it because his family does too.

His wife, Carol, works with GAs and is 
in Campers on Mission. His son and 
daughter-in-law, Bill and Sara Kerr, are 
both on the disaster relief team and in 
Campers on Mission. And Kerr got in
volved in the Civil Air Patrol 13 years 
ago when his son joined as a cadet.

“I like to be with my family so we 
spend time together in volunteer work,” 
he explains. “I couldn’t have done it if 
my family hadn’t been. I just wouldn’t 
have had the time.”

John Dowdy sums up Kerr’s work: 
“You just cannot put your finger on one 
thing he has done. It is all the things 
together. They begin to mushroom and 
build a picture of someone who has a 
deep spiritual personal life and helping 
flows in a natural way. ” 

development projects.
Working outside the usual school 

system for the past 10 years, the center 
has used intensive integrated farm skills 
training, demonstration projects on 
farmers’ own land, comprehensive farm 
radio programs, and simplified farming 
manuals.

Demonstration farms in Bansalan and 
Bislig on the island of Mindanao serve as 
training areas and supply points for 
seeds, planting materials, and animal 
breeding stocks for trainees involved in 
the Baptist Out of School Training 
(BOOST) program.

Rural Life Center workers hope to 
establish seven more BOOST programs 
throughout Mindanao in the next 10 
years.
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STUDENT WEEK — Beverly Stephenson, 
a sophomore at Memphis State Univer
sity, takes a break between sessions 
during student week at Ridgecrest Bap
tist Conference Center.

Northwest project 
features recreation

PORTLAND, Ore. - Strengthening 
outreach through a balanced recreation 
program was one goal of a recent pilot 
project teaming 14 ministers of recrea
tion from large Southern Baptist 
churches with smaller congregations in 
the Northwest Baptist Convention.

One reason that First Baptist Church, 
Longview, Wash., took part in the proj
ect, according to associate pastor, Don 
Reaves, was “because we have viewed 
recreation for too long being just for us, 
the members here, and we need to start 
using recreation as a means of 
outreach.”

“One of the hardest things for Chris
tians to do today is soul winning,” ex
plained Johnny Lay, pastor of Terrace 
Heights Baptist Church, Yakima, Wash. 
“Church recreation is a tool for reaching 
the lost, more effective in many ways 
than visitation.”

Jim Baker, minister of acitvities, Park 
Cities Baptist Church, Dallas, Tex., who 
spent the week working with Eastmont 
Baptist Church, East Wenatchee, Wash., 
said, “Several have come into the church 
(Eastmont) through the sports program 
and I am able to say to the church that 
they can expand that influence. I have 
tried to show them that every area of 
recreation can reach people for Christ 
and that it is more than a sports pro
gram.”

In addition to outreach, guest leaders 
met with the church organizational 
leaders to show them how to use recrea
tion in supporting and strengthening ex
isting programs.

“Recreation should support the other 
organizations instead of being a separate 
program. If it is not supportive, it is not a 
ministry,” said Al Pessarra, minister of 
activities, Tallowood Baptist Church, 
Houston, Tex., who spent the week work
ing with Wenatchee Valley Baptist 
Church, Wenatchee, Wash.

The Northwest Project was a cooper
ative mission effort between 14 ministers 
of recreation and their churches, the 
Northwest Baptist Convention, 14 
churches in Washington and Oregon, and 
the church recreation department of the 
Baptist Sunday School Board.

Films spark responses
SINGAPORE - More than 60,000 peo

ple saw 1,500 films provided by 
Singapore’s Great Joy Baptist Media 
Centre in 1980. More than 400 people 
registered professions of faith after see
ing the films, some of which have been 
viewed at least 200 times.

Pressler meets Bennett, 
talks to Baptist Press

NASHVILLE (BP)- Paul Pressler, 
Southern Baptist Biblical inerrancy ad
vocate, has met privately for an hour 
and one-half with the chief executive of 
the Southern Baptist Executive Commit
tee.

Though neither Pressler nor Harold C. 
Bennett, executive secretary of the Ex
ecutive Committee, would talk exten
sively about the conversation, it is the 
first extended discussion between the 
two since Pressler, acknowledged leader 
of Southern Baptist “inerrantists,” 
gained prominence with his call in 1979 
for a “return” to “the historic Baptist 
position of Biblical inerrancy.”

Bennett, who also has met with Bill 
and Cecil Sherman, leaders of a group 
opposed to Pressler’s political methods, 
would not discuss the meeting other than 
to say he intends to maintain open com
munications.

Following the meeting, Pressler, who 
was in Nashville to enroll his daughter at 
Vanderbilt University, talked to Baptist 
Press.

He reiterated his previous claim that 
the Southern Baptist Convention will lose 
its effectiveness as a missions enterprise 
if it continues to condone “liberal” 
teachings in its seminaries and colleges.

Pressler sees the result of trustee 
elections at the annual SBC meeting in 
Los Angeles in June as evidence of a turn 
to his brand of conservatism.

He was not upset that seven decidedly 
conservative trustee nominations were 
overturned in favor of returning seven 
trustees eligible for re-election to their 
positions. He favors putting conser
vatives in trusteeships through normal 
attrition.

Pressler also attached “tremendous 
significance” to the defeat of two Ex
ecutive Committee proposals at the con
vention. One would have converted the 
appointive powers of the president to a 
three-person committee consisting of the 
president and two vice-presidents. The 
other would have enlarged the Resolu
tions Committee.

A proposal to change messenger mem
bership requirements was withdrawn 
before the convention when it became 
apparent it would not pass.

“The defeating of the Executive Com
mittee proposals showed Southern Bap
tists preferred the president to have the 
power,” Pressler said. “There is 
tremendous significance attached to the 
fact the Executive Committee was 
defeated in its various proposals.

“The Executive Committee would do 
well in light of the manner in which their 
proposals were regarded to examine 
their position in the minds of grass-roots 
Southern Baptists.”

Against charges that inerrantists are a 

Colorado Baptists sell highrise
DENVER (BP)- Louisiana Manor, a 100-apartment retirement complex, 

has been sold by Colorado Baptist Manor Inc., for $2.1-million to the Champa 
Investment Co., a Colorado-based firm.

Intended as a potential Southern Baptist retirement community, the complex 
was purchased by the Manor corporation, a subsidiary of the Baptist Founda
tion of Colorado, three years ago for $1.2-million.

Bill Landers, Manor president and executive director of the Baptist Founda
tion of Colorado, said the highrise was sold because equity had risen to 
$l-million and, “we could not justify having that much money tied up with just 
one Southern Baptist living in the building.”

It was finally determined, he noted, that with the lack of response from Bap
tists the equity could be put to better use in other areas of service.

The Manor corporation is carrying an eight-year note on the building, 
payable monthly.

divisive element in the convention, 
Pressler claims inerrantists are holding 
the convention together.

“The conservative movement is seek
ing to restore our institutions to where 
rank and file Southern Baptists can have 
complete confidence in them,” he said. 
“Only when we have confidence in 
what’s being taught in our institutions 
can we effectively work together to meet 
a lost and needy world with the gospel of 
redemption.”

Pressler has been active since 1975, 
two years after formation of the Baptist 
Faith and Message Fellowship, alerting 
Southern Baptists to his perception of 
problems in the SBC.

The Baptist Faith and Message 
Fellowship has a similar goal, but 
Pressler says he does not work with 
BFMF spokesman and editor of its jour
nal, William A. Powell Sr. “We have a 
difference in approach and although I 
love him as a brother in Christ, we are 
not working together,” said Pressler.

He would not speculate on an inerran- 
tist candidate for the pivotal 1982 conven
tion in New Orleans. He has never en
dorsed a candidate, he said, but “there 
are many people I’d be glad to vote for.”

He did say: “The 1982 convention is, 
fortunately, in the heartland of Southern 
Baptists, i hope it is extremely well at
tended. If it is well attended, we’ll con
tinue to see processes work to restore our 
convention to its historical Biblical 
base.”

Pressler thinks he has seen the “turna
round” begin, but would put no date on 
its anticipated completion. Though 
others in his camp have voiced a 10-year 
goal, he would say only, “We didn’t get 
into a mess overnight and we’re not go
ing to get out of it overnight.”

Generally, Pressler said he was 
pleased with his contacts in Nashville, 
which included an address at Park 
Avenue Baptist Church; a talk with 
former SBC president and pastor of 
Nashville’s First Baptist Church. 
Franklin Paschall, and other pastors; and 
an interview on a Christian radio station.

In his Park Avenue address, he claimed 
Southern Baptists are in a “life or 
death struggle for our denomination and 
for this book (Bible).” In the interview 
he admitted the convention is not actual
ly in a struggle for the Bible “for God has 
for centuries preserved His Word.”

The Houston appeals court judge, ac
cused by opponents of seeking control of 
the convention under the guise of 
theological reform, told the Park Avenue 
congregation, “My wife and I will be the 
happiest people in the world when we go 
back to obscurity because that will mean 
the people have acted and things are 
turned around.”

BIRD BOOK — Mary Allred, literacy 
resource person for the Home Mission 
Board, wrote a new Broadman book, 
Grandmother Poppy and the 
Funny-looking Bird, at the sugges
tion of her granddaughters Angela, 11, 
and Alyson, 9.

Upper Volta work 
begins new phase

Tennessee volunteers and gifts will 
strengthen the second phase of work on 
the Upper Volta Hunger and Relief Proj
ect, co-sponsored by state Baptists and 
the Southern Baptist Foreign Mission 
Board.

Eighty-three volunteer workers and 
gifts of $155,308 from the state will be 
channeled into the mission effort begin
ning this month, according to Carroll 
Owen, director of the convention 
ministries division of the Tennessee Bap
tist Convention. In addition, the Foreign 
Mission Board, for its part in the spon
sorship, recently appropriated $234,200 
to the project.

Six departure dates have been sched
uled for the volunteers from September 
to January. The first group with five 
members will leave on Sept. 11, followed 
two weeks later by 10 others.

Sixteen of the volunteers will be part of 
a Royal Ambassadors’ project, funded 
by Tennessee RA gifts. The 16 will be 
adults associated with RA work in the 
state.

Despite the current number of volun
teers, the project “is still badly in need of 
literacy workers and construction 
workers,” Owen said. In order to be used 
in the project, gifts must be clearly 
designated “Upper Volta Hunger and 
Relief Project.” He also called for some 
churches to designate their gifts to be 
used for promotion and administration of 
the project.

The mission effort, resuming this 
month after being halted in June for the 
rainy season, endeavors to help the peo
ple in the Sanwabo area of the nation to 
become self-sufficient in combating 
hunger and malnutrition. Plans call for 
the building of a dam to conserve rainy- 
season water for dry-season use, train
ing in improved farming techniques and 
livestock raising, health care, literacy, 
evangelism, and church development.

Tennessee volunteers have already 
completed campsite buildings, a run
way, and two auxiliary catchments to 
trap run-off water from this year’s rainy 
season. Revivals led by missionaries 
connected with the project and Christian 
nationals resulted in hundreds saved. 
Work this fall begins with further 
evangelistic efforts, the building of two 
residences for long-term workers, and 
the building of the dam itself.

BAPTIST AND REFLECTOR 
brings you news first
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Moral, spiritual discernment

To change or correct 
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Please send this information in 
written form, to insure accuiacy.

All correspondence relating to your 
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code from the top of your label here-

Address all requests to:
Baptist and Reflector 
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Brentwood, TN 37027

Name______________________________________ ,
Pleata Print |

Address____________________________________ I

Holmes named pastor 
at Beech springs

Beech Springs Baptist Church, 
Gleason, voted to call Eddie Holmes to 
come as pastor, a position he began 
Aug. 2.

Holmes came to the church from Long 
Heights Baptist Church in McKenzie, 
where he was assistant pastor. He was 
previously minister of youth at Enon 
Baptist Church, McKenzie, and asso
ciate pastor at Emmanuel Baptist 
Church, Mayfield, Ky.

A native of Hopkinsville, Ky., Holmes 
is currently enrolled at Bethel College, 
McKenzie.

BUILD 
BUILD 
BUILD

CHURCHES

Includes Masonry and wood consiruclicn social arsa 
oflces. claurooms nursery. chotf. robe rooms, bapltslry 

steeple carpet, and Sanctuary with padded pews

FAMILY ACTIVITY CENTERS 
Sleet or masonry from $22/*q. ft 
CHRISTIAN SCHOOL DESIGNS 

4 classrooms and larger

Write or can tor FREE information and brochures 
(803) 268-7297 (803) 268 7090

tfclRTHWAY 

CONTRACTORS
—P.O. Boa 591

< IINV. Taylors. SC 29687

Over 150 buildings constructed In Southeast

By Herschel H. Hobbs
“Ask, and it shall be given you; seek, 

and ye shall find; knock, and it shall be 
opened unto you” (Matthew 7:7).

Non-Christians cannot achieve moral 
and spiritual discernment (v. 6). It is dif
ficult for Christians. Thus Jesus gives us 
the formula by which to do so.

Matthew 7:7 is a promise concerning 
prayer generally. But specifically in this 
context it is related to moral and 
spiritual discernment (vv. 1-6). Jesus 
uses three present imperatives. He com
mands us to keep on asking, to keep on 
seeking, and to keep on knocking at the 
door of God’s treasure house of grace.

Note the progression of ideas. We are 
to ask God for it. He may give it im
mediately. But if in His loving wisdom 
He says, “Wait,” we are to seek it as by 
His grace. God develops it within us. 
Furthermore, we are to knock, or not

Bangladesh church 
baptizes record 88

BANGLADESH - A Baptist church in 
Bangladesh recently set a record when it 
baptized 88 people in one afternoon. Four 
days later 11 others were baptized in 
another location.

The previous high was set in 1975 when 
one church baptized 52 people.

Though evangelistic work in Bang
ladesh has been tenuous in recent years, 
with some missionary groups having to 
leave the country, Baptists continue to 
report strong growth. The 1980 statistics 
show more than 900 members with 
slightly more than 100 baptized during 
the year.

Southern Baptist missionaries in 
Bangladesh long have been involved in 
agricultural and work skills programs to 
help improve the lives of the Bangla
deshi people. They attribute their con
tinued presence in the country to this 
social work.

Templin accepts call 
from Calvue church

James Templin accepted a recent call 
to be pastor of Calvue Baptist Church, 
Morristown.

Templin came to the church from the 
pastorate of Swans Chapel Baptist 
Church, Dandridge. He previously was 
pastor of Centerview Baptist Church, 
Newport; Barnard’s Grove Baptist 
Church, Bean Station; Three Springs 
Baptist Church, Whitesburg; and Roe 
Junction Baptist Church and Fairfield 
Baptist Church, both of Morristown.

Templin is a native of Morristown.

TV vs FAMILY TIME?
Looking for creative ap

proaches for developing a 
positive plan for television in 
your family life? Dr. Norma
Stevens suggests helps in

TELEVISION AND CHILDREN

on cassette. $2.95 plus 50$ 
postage and handling.

HSA Publishers 
1904 18th Avenue South 
Nashville, TN 37212 

stop short of achieving it. We are to be 
willing to wait upon God.

Someone prayed, “God give me pa
tience, and do it right now!” This is not 
the proper attitude.

In verses 8-11 Jesus promises success 
for asking, seeking, and knocking. Argu
ing from the lesser to the greater, He 
shows how an earthly father deals with 
his children and how God deals with us.

This does not mean that we can get 
anything we want. God gives us what we 
need. And remember that the topic I 
under consideration is moral and • 
spiritual discrimination. It is the “good I 
things” mentioned in verse lib.

We do not achieve it in a day. But God | 
will give it if we continue to ask, seek, | 
and knock.

Devotional
Conversion
By Deryl G. Watson

Matthew 18:1-3
These verses remind us of the needed 

simplicity of conversion. Even those of 
great position must become as children 
before our Lord.

The following account well illustrates 
the words of Jesus. It is taken from the 
official records at Springfield, Hl., a part 
of an address delivered Sept. 29,1897, by 
James F. Jacques, also known as “Colo
nel Jacques,” at the annual reunion of 
the Seventy-third Regiment of the Illi
nois Volunteers. I

“I was standing at ;
the Methodist par- t"1

I
City-------------------------------------------------------------------I

State________________ Zip___________________ ।

sonage on Sunday Jgfff ~ 
morning when a lit- 
tie boy came up to 
me and said, ‘Mr.
Lincoln sent me g||® .
around to see if you .
were going to preach '
today.’ I had met
Mr. Lincoln but at Watson 
that time did not think much about him, 
so I said, ‘You go back and tell Mr. Lin-' 
coin that if he will come to church, he 
will see if I am going to preach.’

“The little fellow stood working his 
fingers and finally said, ‘Mr. Lincoln told 
me he would give me a quarter if I could 
find out if you were going to preach.’ 
Then I told him I was.

“Mr. Lincoln came in after the service 
had begun and he and Governor French 
and his wife were given seats inside the 
altar, for the church was full. I had 
chosen for my text, ‘Ye must-be born 
again/ and I noticed that Mr. Lincoln ap
peared interested in the sermon.

“A few days after that Sunday, Mr. 
Lincoln called on me and informed me 
that he was deeply impressed by my 
remarks on Sunday, and that he had 
come to talk with me about the matter. 
My wife and I talked and prayed with 
him for hours.

“Now I have seen many people con 
verted; I have seen hundreds brought tc 
Christ, and if ever a person was con 
verted, Abraham Lincoln was converted 
that night in my house. ... He nevei 
joined my church, as his wife was a 
Presbyterian, but I will always believe 
that since that night, Abraham Lincoln 
lived and died a Christian gentleman.”

That gives the root from which sc 
much Christian fruit grew in a noble life

Conversion changes us, empowers us 
and makes us as children before oui 
Heavenly Father.
—Watson is the west Tennessee 
representative for United Tennessee 
League, Spring Creek, TN.
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. Our People and Our Churches ...I
k .EADERSHIP ..

3 be '
Ball Camp Baptist Church, Knoxville, 

pa ailed Bradley J. Stevens as their full- 
Hot Une minister of music and youth.

Sevens formerly part-time minister of 
ess routh at the church, began the new posi- 
gu. "ion in July. The Knoxville native is a 
He graduate of Carson-Newman College, 
ith iefferson City. Leonard Markham is the 
is >astor at Ball Camp.
?et “
Ke Laneview Baptist Church, Kenton, ac- 
)ie :epted the recent resignation of its 
id jastor, Russell Graves.

I ~
John Clark accepted the call of Union 

od \venue Baptist Church, Memphis, to 
k. I become its minister of music. Clark will 

?e coming from Travis Avenue Baptist 
Church, Fort Worth, Tex. He is a 
graduate of Samford University. Birm
ingham, Ala., and Southwestern Baptist 
rheological Seminary, Fort Worth, Tex. 
Lee Prince is pastor of the church.

e(j Forty-Five Baptist Church, Moscow, 
Of called E. A. Lindeman as interim pastor. 
en: Lindeman is a former pastor of the 

church.

Laurence Culbreath accepted a call to 
go to Second Baptist Church in Memphis 
as minister of education and administra
tion. Culbreath, currently minister of

New El Paso TV station owner 
forces church to stop broadcast

By Toby Druin
EL PASO, Tex.(BP)- After 10 years 

of televising their worship services. 
First Baptist Church of El Paso has been 
forced off the air by an edict issued by 
the new owners of KVIA-TV.

Joe Trull, pastor, said he has been in
formed that Marsh Media, new owners of 
the station, is prohibiting all paid 
religious programming on its stations. 
Marsh Media also owns KVII-TV in 
Amarillo.

In a preface to his sermon, Trull ex
plained to viewers and the congregation 
that the telecast will be discontinued 
after Sept. 6.

Trull quoted a letter from Wayne Roy, 
station manager of KVIA, and also a 
deacon at the church. The new policy “is 
directed because of religious profiteer
ing that takes place in some religious 
programming, and because of political 
implications reflected in some religious 
programming.”

Protesting the action, Trull noted first 
that his church’s worship service is the 
only one broadcast over the wide area 
and said he was “deeply disturbed” by a 
policy which punishes his church “for 
the actions of others.”

“First Baptist Church has televised 
this broadcast since 1971 - more than 
500 programs - and not once have we 
been involved in fund raising or politics.

“For the last 10 years we have served 
the public as responsible tenants, and 
now we are being ousted for being 
responsible. This is indeed illogical.”

Marsh Media managing partner Stan
ley Marsh told the Baptist Standard that 
no shows are being canceled. “Just as 
contracts run out they aren’t renewed,” 
he said.

'Die fact that the stations will not carry 
paid religious programming does not 
mean they will have no religious pro
grams, he said.

“We are not anti-religious,” he ex
plained. “We intend to carry public af

education at Temple Baptist Church in 
Memphis, has served churches in Ten
nessee, Louisiana, Kentucky, and 
Okinawa. He will begin the new position 
Sept. 21. James W. Hatley is the pastor at 
the church.

Eugene Rogers, pastor of Prospect 
Baptist Church in Walland, resigned to 
enter full-time evangelism. The last day 
for Rogers at the church will be Oct. 4.

REVIVALS ...
Beech Grove Baptist Church, Dyers

burg, held recent revival services with 
Charles Nelson as evangelist and Moody 
Palmer as music director. Pastor Robert 
Prince reported three rededications.

Wesley Beavers, recently called 
pastor of Curve Baptist Church in 
Ripley, led that church in a recent 
revival. The music director for the ser
vices was Bobby Atkins. Five profes
sions of faith were recorded.

Springhill Baptist Church, Dyersburg, 
was led in a recent revival by James
Kinsey, pastor of Union City’s Calvary 
Baptist Church. Dave Council was the 
music director for the services. Pastor 
Kenneth Long reported two professions 
of faith and several rededications.

fairs programming which will include 
religion because it is a part of the com
munity life.

“It’s just that we will not carry pro
gramming from a certain church which 
is under control of that church and not 
under control of the television station.”

Marsh, who said his personal religious 
convictions are private and did not make 
any difference in the decision, refused to 
single out any specific persons or pro
grams which had been guilty of “prof
iteering” or “politics” which prompted 
his new policy, although he was quoted in 
the El Paso Times as saying that 
“because of the Moral Majority and- 
many other political implications, many 
paid time periods for religious program
ming are no longer neutral.”

“There is a great deal of pressure on 
television stations now to sell time to 
various religious programs,” he said. 
“Some of those have a political nature to 
them. We didn’t wish to be in a position 
where we are making judgments over 
which religious programming is good or 
which is bad.

“We certainly are not opposed to 
religious programming and we know 
that a great deal of it is very admirable. 
But as a policy we are not going to sell 
any more time.”

Roy said that his position as station 
manager and also as a deacon in the 
church had put him in an “awkward” 
position but controversy is nothing new 
to the manager of a television station.

Jimmy R. Allen, president of the 
Southern Baptist Radio and Television 
Commission, said he regrets Marsh’s 
decision and “I deplore the idea that the 
station has now on the basis of the activi
ty of some religious entities passed a 
negative judgment on a very responsible 
community religious organization.”

“I think it is a regrettable decision and 
it is my hope that it does not represent a 
trend, that it only represents one owner’s 
point of view.”

The team of Evangelist Henry Lingin- 
felter and Music Director Dick Barrett 
led West Paris Baptist Church, Paris, in 
a recent revival. Pastor Bill Robbins 
reported 10 professions of faith and 31 
other decisions.

Mount Vernon Baptist Church, Halls, 
reported seven professions of faith dur
ing revival services recently. Pastor 
John R. Walker was the evangelist, 
Aaron Fisher was the music director.

Roger Criner, pastor of Olive Branch 
Baptist Church in Ripley, led New Mit
chell Grove Baptist Church, Halls, in re
cent revival services. W. B. Jones was 
the music director. Nolan Croiner, the 
church’s pastor, reported one profession 
of faith.

West Cleveland Baptist Church, Cleve
land, concluded a week of revival with 
Reed Wright, pastor of Cleveland’s 
Macedonia Baptist Church, as the evan
gelist. Seven professions of faith were 
recorded and 10 joined the church for 
baptism. M. W. Little is the pastor at 
West Cleveland.

Painter accepts call 
of North Cleveland

Omer Painter, former pastor of First 
Baptist Church in Blountville, began a 
new ministry Aug.
30 as pastor of North 
Cleveland Baptist 
Church. Cleveland.

Painter was pre
viously pastor of 
Second Baptist 
Church, Greeneville; 
East Alcoa Baptist 
Church, Alcoa; Rit- 
tertown Baptist 
Church, Harrods- Painter
burg, Ky.; and Eureka Baptist Church, 
Rockwood.

A native of Chuckey, Painter is a 
graduate of Carson-Newman College, 
Jefferson City, and Southern Baptist 
Theological Seminary, Louisville, Ky.

Brotherhood, RAs 
train consultants

Training sessions were held Aug. 28-29 
in Brentwood for consultants to assist 
churches and associations to start and to 
strengthen Brotherhood and Royal Am
bassador organizations.

Consultants received training from 
Laddie Adams, Brotherhood director for 
Oklahoma Baptists; Bob Banks, former 
director of Royal Ambassador work for 
the SBC Brotherhood Commission who is 
now with the Home Mission Board; 
Archie King, Tennessee Brotherhood 
director; and Kenny Rains, Tennessee 
Royal Ambassador leader.

Those who received training are from 
all areas of Tennessee.

Churches or associations needing 
assistance from these 25 consultants 
should contact the TBC Brotherhood 
department in Brentwood.

Frank Kirby called 
by Pond Grove church

Frank Kirby was called to the 
pastorate of Pond Grove Baptist Church, 
Rockwood, a ministry he began Aug. 2.

Kirby, a native of Deer Lodge, was 
formerly pastor of that city’s First Bap
tist Church. Prior to the Deer Lodge 
pastorate, he was minister of youth at 
Sunbright Baptist Church, Sunbright.
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McCall to address
Union convocation

JACKSON - Duke McCall, president 
of Southern Baptist Theological 
Seminary, Louisville, Ky. will speak to 
Union University’s students during con
vocation, Sept. 11.

The service, which will formally open 
the college’s 157th academic year, will 
begin at 10 a.m. in George M. Savage 
Memorial Chapel.

McCall has served as president of the 
Louisville seminary for the past 30 years 
and is currently serving a term as presi
dent of the Baptist World Alliance.

J 60 Haitians train
in WIN evangelism

LIMBE, Haiti - A recent Witness In
volvement Now evangelistic school at 
the Baptist Theological Seminary of 
Haiti at Limbe drew 160 leaders of Hai
tian missions.

The five-day school was directed by 
Southern Baptist Missionary Wayne 
Frederick, Guadeloupe, with the 
assistance of Missionary Tim Brendle, 
Haiti; Haitian Pastor Andre Jean; and 
Jules Casseus, Haitian president of the 
seminary.

When the participants visited along
side members of a nearby church, more 
than 40 persons accepted Christ.

Belle Aire to sponsor 
conference on family

Belle Aire Baptist Church. Mur
freesboro, is sponsoring a family life 
conference. Sept. 18-20.

Harry Hollis, director of special moral 
concerns for the Southern Baptist Chris
tian Life Commission, is the featured 
speaker. The theme is “God’s family 
growing together.”

The conference will begin at 7 p.m. on 
Sept. 18 and 19, and will continue during 
regular Sunday activities Sept. 20. The 
public is invited to attend the conference.

Missionary wins title
TUNJA, Colombia - Delbert Taylor, 

Southern Baptist general evangelist to 
Tunja, Colombia, recently won the “over 
40” bicycling championship for the 
department (state) of Boyaca.

The Taylors and Missionaries Tom and 
Peggy Sutton are opening Baptist work 
in Tunja, where Taylor’s bicycling in
terests have already helped him make 
contact with several prominent people.

During the 10 years the Taylors served 
in Neiva, Colombia, Delbert won several 
cycling championships.

Director of Missions' 
father dies

Nolie Adams Robertson, father of 
Hardeman County Director of Missions 
Fulton Robertson, died Tuesday eve
ning, Sept. 1.

Robertson, 92, in addition to his son, is 
survived by a daughter and three grand
children. He was a resident of Green 
Valley Haven Rest Home, Dickson.

CORRECTION
In the picture caption under the 

North Central Region winners in 
the Children’s Bible Drill (July 15, 
page 3), the church of Karen Todd 
was incorrectly listed. She is a 
member of Burt Baptist Church, 
Woodbury.

The Baptist and Reflector 
apologizes for any embarrassment 
caused by the incorrect informa
tion which was supplied to it.
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BIBLE BOOK SERIES
Lesson for Sept. 13

Controlling the tongue
By James W. Best, pastor 

First Baptist Church, Greeneville
Basic Passage: James 3:1-18
Focal Passages: James 3:1, 3-10, 13-17

UNIFORM LESSON SERIES
Lesson for Sept. 13

Our Shepherd God
By David J. Irby, chairman, department of religion and philosophy 

Union University, Jackson

While God is a totally impartial judge 
(Romans 2:11), He does not judge all 
men with the same set of standards 
(Luke 12:47-48). He expects more from 
some than others.

One group that Jesus singles out is 
“teachers.” He warns His readers that 
they should not seek 
to become teachers 
as they will incur a 
far stricter judg
ment. Teachers di
rect the lives of 
others and are, to a 
degree, responsible 
for decisions made 
on the basis of the 
teaching. Also, the 
life of the teacher Best
must be above reproach if his teaching is 
to be effective.

While “teacher” is a valid office in the
New Testament church and is frequently 
mentioned in the epistles, it is not an of
fice to be sought. Rather it is one to 
which you are called. Being called to any 
place of “leadership” in the church im
plies a stricter judgment. More is given; 
therefore more is expected.

It may seem that Jesus has shifted 
gears and gone to another subject in this 
discussion of teachers and tongues. But I 
believe we can find in it a continuation of
His previous topic. He continues to speak 
of an empty profession. Jesus said in the 
world men seek to become lords and 
leaders. But in His kingdom they were to 
become servants. The self-seeking per
son who sought to establish himself as 
teacher demonstrated the emptiness of 
his profession as does the person with un
controlled speech.

James gives three illustrations of the 
power of the tongue. He speaks first of 
the bit in the horse’s mouth. Even the 
spirited horse can be brought under con
trol by a very small bit. By it, the horse is 
controlled and given direction.

He gives the illustration of the small 
ship’s rudder that determines its course. 
The pilot can direct the great ship 
wherever he desires with the small rud
der.

He then gives the illustration of the 
spark that can ignite a whole forest.

The three illustrations show that the 
tongue can be controlled for good, but 
when it is out of control, like a forest fire, 
it can only do harm. Not only is harm 
done in the present circumstance by the 
uncontrolled tongue, but there is a cer
tain judgment that awaits the man with 
an uncontrolled tongue (compare Mat
thew 12:36-37).

James calls the tongue a “fire” (v.6). 
While fire can be for purification, this 
fire contaminates, for it is out of hell. It
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“Ye shall do my judgments, and keep mine 
ordinances" (Lev. 18:4). 

is devastatingly destructive. Only the 
tongue among all of the organs of the 
body is said to have the power to defile 
the whole body (v.6) when it is out of con
trol.

Then also, the tongue is compared to a 
wild untamed beast. I have hiked and 
spent the night in the wilds of Texas, 
North Carolina, and Tennessee. I have 
come within inches of poisonous snakes, 
within feet of large bears, and have en
countered mountain lions at greater 
distances. There is always a fear that 
arises on these encounters. But the 
danger they pose is nothing compared to 
that of the uncontrolled tongue! While all 
of these wild animals can be trained, the 
tongue can not, except by the Holy Spirit.

Further, the tongue is called a restless 
evil (v.8). Did you ever watch a lion pace 
back and forth in a cage? I always feel 
that he is just waiting for an opportunity 
to get out and do me in. James says that 
is the way it is with the tongue. The un
controlled tongue never tires of doing 
evil, but rather exists for that purpose. 
James concludes his description of the 
uncontrolled tongue by saying that it is 
full of deadly poison (v.8; compare 
Psalm 140:3).

In the church, there are more prob
lems and more hurt feelings over words 
than all other things put together.

James teaches that the tongue should 
be pure and holy. How can we claim that 
both blessing and cursing come from the 
same mouth (vv.9-10)? That is as 
ridiculous as claiming that both fresh 
water and bitter water come out of the 
same spigot or that the same tree pro
duces both figs and olives (v.12).

James is saying that if faith really 
dwells in us, our life, our deeds, and our 
words will be consistent with those of the 
indwelling Christ. If Christ really in
dwells in us, it is He who will flow out and 
not self or Satan.

True wisdom is James’ next topic. He 
shows that the wise man is recognized by 
good behaviour and deeds that are done 
in gentleness. He explains that this 
wisdom comes down from above and has 
no pretence to it. It is open, honest, mer
ciful, and tends toward peace.

There is however another wisdom that 
does not come down from above. It is 
characterized by jealousy and selfish 
ambition. The inspiration for this 
wisdom is earthly, material, and 
demonic. Keep in mind that he is address
ing churches and their leaders. He tells 
them that there is an earthly rather than 
a heavenly wisdom among them (1 Cor
inthians 2:6; 3:19); that there is a 
natural rather than a supernatural 
wisdom leading them; that their wisdom 
is demonic, rather than godly (2 
Thessalonians 2:8-12; 1 Timothy 4:1-3; 
Revelation 2:24). Paul speaks of men 
who did not honor God or give Him 
thanks but rather relied on their own 
speculations; they professed to be wise, 
but became fools (Romans 1:21-22).

Could it be that in the church today 
men are leaning to their own understand
ing rather than the leading of the Spirit 
and the wisdom of God (Proverbs 3:5-6) ?

CHURCH FURNITURE
Pews, Pulpits, Altars, Communion Tables 

Free Brochures - Free Estimates 
Write R.G. Ketron Church Furniture

or 3401 Montlake Dr.
Call. Knoxville, TN 37920

Phone (615)577-8716

Basic Passage: Psalm 23
Focal Passage: Psalm 23

The twenty-third Psalm is surely one 
of the best-loved passages in the Bible. 
Many can recite it from memory. Its 
message has been a comfort to many 
troubled hearts, especially during times 
of sickness, sorrow, and death.

Some see two 
themes in this 
Psalm, that of the 
Good Shepherd and 
that of the Generous 
Host. The theme of 
the Good Shepherd 
is certainly the 
dominant one, and 
deserves special at
tention. Christians 
should read this Irby 
Psalm along with John, chapter 10, 
where Jesus is pictured as our Good 
Shepherd who provides for His sheep, 
even to the extent of dying for them.

Although the Psalm has had perhaps 
its widest appeal during the dark hours 
of life, it should be noted that it actually 
depicts a daytime scene. The picture is 
one of the shepherd (He is the dominant 
figure!) who leads his sheep out from the 
sheepfold early in the morning, provides 
for them throughout the day, and then 
leads them safely home to the security of 
the sheepfold at the close of the day. 
Some major themes in the Psalm are as 
follows:

Affirmation (23:1)
The Psalm begins with the affirmation 

of personal relationship between the 
shepherd and the sheep: “The Lord is 
my Shepherd.” It is the picture of a 
trusting sheep who knows his shepherd 
and is known by him. This personal rela
tionship marks the basis and condition 
for all the benefits that are available for 
the sheep. Only those who hear the Shep
herd’s voice and follow Him can have the 
blessings of life (abundant life) that He 
offers (John 10:3-10).

Satisfaction (23:2-3a)
The shepherd feeds his sheep, and he 

does it at the beginning of the day. The

Weddington, Dancy 
to speak at C-N

JEFFERSON CITY - CONCERN ’81 
at Carson-Newman College this fall will 
feature Sarah Weddington, an assistant 
for former President Jimmy Carter, and 
John Dancy, NBC senior White House 
correspondent.

Miss Weddington will appear at C-N on 
Sept. 10,7:30 p.m. in Gentry Auditorium. 
She will speak on “Women in Wash
ington: A Vanishing Breed.”

Dancy will speak on “The Media and 
the Presidency: Do We Know too 
Much?” His address will be Sept. 11, 8 
p.m., Gentry Auditorium.

The CONCERN program, sponsored 
by the Student Government Association, 
is designed to promote better under
standing of current issues. Each year ex
perts are brought to the campus and 
address themselves to contemporary 
problems.
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first stop along the way is that of the 
green pastures, followed by the still 
waters (waters of rest). Here the sheep 
eat and drink to their satisfaction, early 
in the morning.

This scene is a reminder that the 
primary task of a shepherd is to feed the 
sheep. Yet he does not “spoon feed” or 
“force feed” them. Moreover, his provi
sions for the sheep lie outside, rather 
than inside, the fold. He simply leads 
(not carries) his sheep to the places of 
pasturage and water. The sheep have to 
graze and drink for themselves after ar
riving.

Notice that the sheep are “restored” at 
the “waters of quietness” (Hebrew).

Direction (23:3b)
Sheep must not be left alone, else they 

will wander off the main pathway, be
come lost, and become easy prey for the 
predators. Even worse, they may be
come injured or get killed. The shepherd, 
therefore, keeps a close watch over his 
sheep and leads them “along the paths of 
righteousness.”

What are the “paths of righteousness” 
or “right paths” for the sheep and for 
Christians? Determining which path to 
travel is not the prerogative of the 
sheep; it is reserved for the shepherd. 
The responsibility of the sheep is to 
follow the shepherd as he leads. At the 
same time, this Psalm does suggest that 
the “right paths” are those that lead to 
provisions that will benefit the sheep, to 
green pastures and still waters. The 
pathways that God charts for His people 
to travel always lead to blessings’ It has 
been suggested, however, that these 
paths are not always smooth, and neither 
are they always straight. But the Shep
herd leads the way!

Security (23:4)
Soon the day is spent and the sun 

begins to sink. Before darkness comes, 
the shepherd begins his journey home
ward to the sheepfold. However, the 
nearer home they get, the darker it 
becomes and the sheep, being practical
ly defenseless, fear what predators may 
be waiting for them in the darkness 
ahead. Especially do they fear the 
“valley of deep darkness” (valley of the 
shadow of death) through which they 
must go.

As the Psalmist reflects upon this 
“valley,” he remembers the Shepherd. 
The One who has provided for them, and 
guided them throughout the day will 
surely not forsake them when they walk 
“through the valley” at the close of day.

The shepherd’s presence provides se
curity for the sheep as they travel 
through (not just into) the valley to their 
destination. This Psalm teaches that 
eternal security is found, not in the 
sheepfold but in the presence of the 
Shepherd (see John 10:27-29).

Atkins named pastor 
of Georgetown church

Georgetown Baptist Church, George
town, voted to call Gerald Atkins as its 
pastor.

Atkins is the former pastor of Oak 
Grove Baptist Church, Athens, and 
Millers Chapel Baptist Church, Tellico 
Plains. He began the new pastorate on 
July 19.

A native of Tellico Plains, Atkins is a 
graduate of Carson-Newman College, 
Jefferson City.
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LIFE AND WORK SERIES
Lesson for Sept. 13

Making marriage work
By E.E. Carrier, pastor 

First Baptist Church, Mountain City 
Basic Passages: Proverbs 5:15-23; 19:14; 31:10-31
Focal Passages: Proverbs 5:18-19; 19:14; 31:10-12, 16, 20, 25-30

Missionaries in Costa Rica hear 
challenge to start new churches

The'despondent young man came to 
his pastor’s study requesting suggestions 
for any helpful books on marriage. He 
shared that he was experiencing some 
difficulties in his marriage and needed 
some helpful literature. The pastor hand
ed him the Bible.

In the Bible we do find God’s blueprint 
for marriage and the home. In the book 
of Proverbs, we discover many helpful 
suggestions on the 
building of a suc
cessful marriage.

Proverbs sug
gests three very im
portant ingredients 
that are needed if a 
marriage is to work. 
First, there must be 
fidelity in the mar
riage relationship 
(5:15-23). Wisdom Carrier
and experience have dictated that the 

■ marriage vows should read, “ ... forsak
ing all others keep thee unto her, so long 
as ye both shall live.”

A few months ago I stood with a griev
ing husband beside the coffin of his dear 
wife. Death had ended a 37-year mar
riage relationship. They had shared 
much together, long years of separation 
during World War n, the rigors of public 
life, and her long disabling illness. The 
husband said to me, “Preacher, there is 
one thing I’m really proud of — not once 
in all these years was I ever unfaithful to 
my wife.” A clean conscience gave him 
comfort in sorrow.

Another vital element in a successful 
marriage is understanding. Solomon 
wrote, “A father can give his sons homes 
and riches, but only the Lord can give 
them understanding wives” (19:14 
TLB).

Louis E. Nelson, a professor of mar
riage and family at East Tennessee State 
University, Johnson City, has said, “The 
causes of marriage disharmony are not, 
as popularly reported, sex, money, and 
religion, but rather a lack of communica
tion.” There can be no communication 
without understanding.

Years ago someone asked Mrs. Albert 
Einstein if she understood her famous 
husband’s mathematical theories. 
Queried the friend, “Do you know all 
about relativity?” Mrs. Einstein smiled, 
“No, but I know my husband!”

Solomon suggests that understanding 
in the marriage relationship is a divine 
gift. The kind of understanding that is
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necessary to deal with the opportunities 
and conflicts in marriage is beyond 
human skill. Such wisdom comes only 
from God.

The third important quality in the mar
riage relationship is respect (31:10-31). 
This proverb is the portrait of the ideal 
wife. She is worthy of respect and ap
preciation by her husband and family 
because of her talents and abilities, god
ly character, efficient management of 
the home, and her understanding dispo
sition.

The greatest sin that a family can com
mit against such a loving and industrious 
mother is not giving her the respect and 
appreciation that is due her (31:28). A 
weary mother wrote Abby, the news
paper columnist, that she did not receive 
any appreciation from her family. She 
was told that the only place she would 
find “appreciation” was in the dic
tionary.

The soaring divorce rate has disillu
sioned many with marriage. One Holly
wood actor predicted that marriage will 
not exist in 100 years. Recently an inter
national celebrity was asked if she 
planned to marry her “love-in” male 
companion. She said theirs is such a 
wonderful friendship that it would be a 
shame to spoil it with marriage.

Despite all the critics of the marriage 
relationship, it remains the greatest op
portunity to reach full status as a person. 
In the marriage relationship sanctioned 
by God, one can truly find a fulfilling and 
useful life.
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COMING TO U.T., KNOXVILLE?

CENTRAL BAPTIST CHURCH of BEARDEN
BILL BRUSTER, Th. D., Pastor

6300 Kingston Pike at Deane Hill Drive/Knoxville, Tennessee 37919

SCHEDULE OF SERVICES 
SUNDAY

Morning Worship............................9:00 A.M. Church Training.................................6:00 P.M.
Sunday School................................10:30 A.M. Evening Worship.................................7:00 P.M.
College Luncheon......................... 11:30 A.M.

WEDNESDAY
Fellowship Dinner....................5:00-6:45 P.M. Prayer Service....................................7:00 P.M.

STUDENT BUS SCHEDULE
8:30 A.M.... Melrose and Hess Hall 8:35 A.M.... Bus Stop, Presidential Complex

8:40 A.M... .Bus Stop, Clement Hall

SAN JOSE, Costa Rica (BP)- Don 
Kammerdiener, Foreign Mission Board 
director for middle America and the 
Caribbean, is urging Southern Baptist 
missionaries in Costa Rica to concen
trate on the formation of new churches 
and the growth of new Christians.

“The chief task of any missionary is to 
lead out in church planting,” Kammer
diener told the missionaries at their an
nual meeting. “Missionaries must be ac
tively involved in forming new mission 
congregations, not belonging to 20- and 
30-year-old churches which should not 
need their direct involvement on a 
continuing basis.”

Responding to the challenge, mis
sionaries set a goal of establishing six 
new mission points within 15 months. 
They asked the board to transfer two 
church planters to Costa Rica to begin 
work immediately in the Limon and 
Guanacaste areas.

The meeting was the missionaries’ 
first planning and strategy session since 
the Baptist Convention of Costa Rica 
broke official relationships with the 
group of Southern Baptist missionaries 
in December.

The convention recently aligned itself 
with the American Baptist Churches in 
the U.S.A., from which it now receives 
funds. Individual churches associated

West Jackson Baptist Church 
Jackson, Tennessee

SEVENTY-FIFTH 
ANNIVERSARY CELEBRATION

During the Month 
of September 

HOMECOMING SUNDAY — 
— SEPTEMBER 20 

Former Members and Friends Invited 

with the convention continue to request 
professional expertise from the 17 
Southern Baptist missionaries on an in
dividual and unofficial basis.

A number of Baptist churches 
withdrew from the national convention 
and organized themselves as an associa
tion in April continue to welcome par
ticipation of Southern Baptist mis
sionaries and financial assistance from 
the Foreign Mission Board to individual 
churches for property and construction.

“Time spent on the cutting edge of 
evangelism is our reason for being here 
and should prove more productive than 
getting bogged down in sponsoring 
denominational structures,” Kammer
diener reminded the missionaries at the 
San Jose meeting.

He urged them to focus on the local 
church and encouraged church develop
ment specialists to accept invitations to 
help strengthen existing churches.

Missionaries responded by unanimous
ly reaffirming the stance they took in 
December to cooperate with any local 
mission, church, or national entity that 
solicits their services. They also reaf
firmed their purpose in Costa Rica as 
one of spreading the gospel and 
strengthening Christians.
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Free to Be Christian is an in
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adult Sunday School materials 
for The Sunday School Board. He 
is the author of two other Broad
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Filipina 'Baptist nun' freely shares her faith
considered sinful. In school she learned In language school Miss Cuevas met a Miss Cuevas met Southern Baptist Mis-

By Anne and John Brackin
MANILA, Philippines (BP)- After 14 

years as a Catholic nun, Filipina Nina 
Cuevas discovered she did not have a 
personal relationship with Jesus Christ.

Now, as business manager for the 
Philippine Baptist radio-television 
ministry, she is becoming known 
throughout the islands as the “Baptist 
nun.”

“It’s easy and simple,” she tells other 
nuns who have questions about their 
faith. “I asked God to come into my life 
and to forgive all my sins. Now I am very 
sure that I’m a child of God. He is now 
living in me.”

But that assurance was many years in 
coming. .

The youngest of 12 children, Miss 
Cuevas was raised in a strong Catholic 
environment where Protestantism is

Peter Chen returns to China 
for father's 90th birthday

By Jim Newton
ATLANTA (BP)- After 33 years of 

separation, Peter Chen went home to 
Shanghai, China, to celebrate his 
father’s 90th birthday.

In Shanghai, he was surprised to find 
not only his father, but also his 
hometown church and pastor “in amaz
ingly good health.” All had changed, but 
were full of life and vitality, Chen said.

Chen, assistant director of the inter
faith witness department for the 
Southern Baptist Home Mission Board, 
left China in 1948 to study for the 
ministry at Wayland Baptist College, 
Plainview, Tex., and had not been home 
since.

“The first thing my father said to me 
was, ‘What happened to all your hair?’ ” 
laughed the 56-year-old Chen. He was 
only 23 when his father, Te-ming Chen, 
had last seen him.

There were moments of tears, joy, 
solemnity, and laughter as more than 100 
friends and family members, including 
two sons from the United States, 
gathered at a Shanghai restaurant to 
celebrate the elder Chen’s birthday.

On the first Sunday he was in Shang
hai, Chen went with his family to the in
terdenominational church wheie his 
former pastor, Charles Chi, is one of five 
Protestant ministers.

More than 2,000 persons packed the 
seats and jammed the aisles while 
several hundred others stood outside. 
Chen said he was amazed at the vitality 
of the congregation. “The people were so 
sincere - it came from their hearts 
when they sang,” he said.

People started standing in line at 7:30 
a.m. to get seats when the church doors 
opened at 9 a.m. Worship services 
started at 10:30 after an hour-long music 
training program to teach people, 
especially youth who had never attended 
worship, to sing hymns. Chen estimated 
almost two-thirds of the congregation 
was young people.

Shanghai, the world’s largest city with 
more than 12-million people, has only 
three Protestant churches, and all are 
packed for worship each Sunday. The 
church Chen attended reopened in 
December 1980, after more than two 
decades of repression.

Christians in China are still reluctant 
to show their faith publicly, Chen ob
served. “I detected among the people a 
fear - and that’s not a strong enough 
word - about openly praying or express- 

to respect her nun teachers as women of 
wisdom, prestige, and authority. They 
told her that anything not Catholic was 
sinful and to be feared.

One night a Protestant evangelistic 
team came to her barrio, but the 
villagers drove them out. Why, won
dered Miss Cuevas, when they were 
speaking about God’s Word? And why 
was her father the only member of her 
family allowed to read the Bible?

Rather than press her questions, which 
she knew would be interpreted as heresy 
against the Catholic church, she learned 
to conform and dedicated herself to 
becoming a nun.

After earning an education degree, she 
taught school two years then entered a 
convent. She taught school in the Philip
pines for seven years, then went as a 
missionary to Santiago, Chile.

ing their faith in public.” Later, he said 
“terrified” might be a better word.

His own father refused to talk about 
the way Christians, including his own 
family, were treated during the cultural 
revolution and rule of the “Gang of 
Four.”

Chen learned that his father and other 
family members were forced to shave 
their heads and parade publicly in the 
streets so everyone would know they 
were Christians and had relatives in 
America. When Chen asked his father if 
they were ever put in jail, his father re
fused to reply, saying only “No more 
mention of this.”

Before the revolution, his father and 
five others owned a department store 
which was taken over by the govern
ment. The large house his father owned 
was made into a commune for seven 
families. Only one room was assigned to 
Te-ming Chen and his wife.

Although Chen said he was greatly en
couraged by the vitality of the church in 
China, he observed “It will be a long 
time before the churches can recapture 
the spirit they had before the revolu
tion.”

Chen doubts American missionaries 
will be able to return to China, but is 
highly optimistic about Chinese Chris
tians returning to their homeland to 
become missionaries to their own peo
ple.

“The answer is not Americans wit
nessing to Chinese, but Chinese witness
ing to other Chinese,” Chen insisted.

Missionary races to repair dam 
ensure hospital's water supply

NALERIGU, Ghana — Mike Walker is 
racing to repair the dam on the reservoir 
for Baptist Medical Centre, Nalerigu, 
Ghana, before the rainy season ends in 
late September or early October.

Unless the dam is repaired in time to 
catch the season’s last rains, the medical 
center may suffer water shortages dur
ing the coming dry season, according to 
Walker, a Southern Baptist maintenance 
missionary.

The earthen dam broke in late June 
after six inches of rain fell in five days, 
clogging the reservoir’s spillway with 
debris and brush. More than an inch fell 
the final day, pushing the water over the 
dam and eroding it to a place where 
crocodiles had dug a nest in the dam. The

In language school Miss Cuevas met a
British missionary, Pauline English, a 
former nun, who told her of a personal 
relationship with Christ. “I was so 
ashamed of myself,” Miss Cuevas says. 
“In my religious garb I had not had the 
boldness to share Jesus Christ.”

The long-buried questions surfaced 
and with them the search for answers. 
She began reading the New Testament 
and became convicted that being good, 
obedient, and sacrificial was not enough.

On March 23,1974, Nina Cuevas asked 
God to forgive her and invited Jesus into 
her heart.

Her experience led her to write Rome, 
requesting secular clothing and freedom 
to attend other Christian church ser
vices. Rome ordered her to return to the 
Philippines immediately. But her local 
superior arranged another year for her 
in Chile until a new school registrar and 
director of a feeding center could replace 
her.

She returned home, eager to see fami
ly and friends, yet knowing they would 
disapprove of her decision and that it 
would be difficult to explain the change 
in her life.

At home, Miss Cuevas began listening 
to the Baptist Hour program on radio 
and enrolled in the Bible correspondence 
course. Pauline English had recom
mended that she contact the Philippine 
Baptist mission when she got home.

Through the correspondence course.

FORMER NUN SHARES — Nina Cuevas, 
a Catholic nun for 14 years, found a 
personal relationship with Christ 
through the witness of a former nun. 
Now a Baptist, she counsels with other 
nuns.

resulting hole was eight feet deep and 40 
feet wide.

Walker, an Illinois native, is working 
with a $10,000 emergency relief ap
propriation from the Southern Baptist 
Foreign Mission Board, but has run into 
problems in repairing the dam with 
stone to make it stronger. He also has en
countered difficulty in getting earth
moving equipment to the site to repair 
the dam.

The water level is three feet below nor
mal, no problem in the rainy season. But 
unless it is replenished before the 
season’s last rains, the hospital, which 
treats more than 7,000 inpatients and 
75,000 outpatients yearly, may run short 
of water before the next rains. 

sionaries Marge and Howard Olive, who 
direct the radio-television ministry. 
They took her to several Baptist 
churches in Manila.

In 1978 she was baptized into the 
membership of Village Baptist Church in 
Manila. She has attended the Philippine 
Baptist Theological Seminary, studying 
for a master of religious education 
degree, and teaches a young people’s 
Sunday School class.

Once again she is involved in religious 
work. But this time she knows where she 
stands and what she believes.
—Anne and John Brackin are Southern 
Baptist missionaries in the Philippines.

NlE
CHRISTIAN LIFE COMMISSION. SRC

PREGNANCY AND ALCOHOL DON’T 
MIX — “The government has issued its 
strongest warning yet on the dangers of 
alcohol during pregnancy, telling expec
tant mothers to avoid drinking entirely. 
A surgeon general’s advisory sent to 
health professionals across the country 
said ‘sizeable and significant increases 
in spontaneous abortions have been 
observed’ among women who drank the 
equivalent of as little as four cocktails 
per week during pregnancy. It also said 
there have been reports of ‘significantly 
reduced birth weight’ among children of 
women who drank the equivalent of two 
cocktails per day during pregnancy. The 
notice in the July Food and Drug Ad
ministration Drug Bulletin ... is also 
aimed at the casual drinker. ‘The 
surgeon general advises women who are 
pregnant - or considering pregnancy - 
not to drink alcoholic beverages and to 
be aware of the alcoholic content of foods 
and drugs,’ it said.” (THE TENNES
SEAN, 7/19/81)
RELIGIOUS GROUPS IN POLITICS - 
“While the public overwhelmingly 
believes it is wrong for religious groups 
to work actively for the defeat of can
didates who do not agree with their posi
tion on certain issues, the view of at least 
half the U.S. public, as determined by a 
survey conducted for Christianity Today 
by the Gallup Organization Inc., is that 
it is ‘very’ or ‘fairly’ important for 
religious organizations to make public 
statements on political and economic 
matters as to what they feel would be 
consonant with the will of 
(RELIGION IN AMERICAN 
1981)
HIDDEN POOR ARE IN

God.” 
LIFE,

POOR
HEALTH — “On the average, poor peo
ple are twice as sick as the rest of the 
population in the United States, and they 
are no healthier than they were 15 years 
ago, according to a Jan. 30 report in the 
American Medical News. Although 
government efforts to improve health 
care have increased since the mid-1960s, 
the health gap between the poor and the 
non-poor remains as wide as ever. The 
authors of the report conclude that a 
serious obstacle to changing this situa
tion ‘is our inability as a nation - preoc
cupied with inflation, energy shortages, 
and other immediate problems - to be 
concerned about people largely hidden 
from sight and discoverable as a group 
only in the dry statistics of a health 
survey.* The report was based on a 
survey conducted by the University of 
California, San Francisco Medical 
Center.” (SOJOURNERS, April, 1981)


