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December mission gifts reach $1,499,210
December 1981 was the second highest 

month in mission giving through the 
Cooperative Program by Tennessee 
Baptists, according to Tom Madden, ex
ecutive secretary-treasurer of the Ten
nessee Baptist Convention.

When the books closed on Dec. 30, the 
total had reached $1,499,210.31, Madden 
said, passing the previous second highest 
month, September 1981, when $1,496,757.86 
was given through the Cooperative Pro
gram.

The record month in TBC history was 
January 1980 when Cooperative Pro
gram receipts from Tennessee churches 
reached $1,541,314.64.

Last month’s gifts were 4.6 percent

Union sells old campus 
to Madison County

JACKSON - A national juvenile 
justice training center will be housed on 
Union University’s former east Jackson 
campus following the sale of the 
facilities to the Madison County Commis
sion.

The commissioners recently voted 18-5 
to purchase the 10-acre plot for $550,000, 
which will come from local and federal 
funds.

Blythe Hall and the Student Union 
Building will be used to establish the 
juvenile center, according to stipulations 
in the federal grant providing $210,000 of 
the purchase price. The remaining 
$340,000 will come from county funds, 
and another $142,000 grant is expected to 
finance the first nine months of opera
tions at the center.

Three buildings - Summar Library, 
Lovelace Hall, and Adams Hall - are in 
poor condition and could remain closed 
until repairs are made, according to 
Brent Lay, county juvenile services 
director. Union will finance the sale at an 
annual interest rate of 6.5 percent.

In addition to the center, the campus 
may also eventually house county offices 
now facing overcrowding at the court
house. The election commission and the 
Juvenile Court could be the first to 
relocate on the campus, Lay added.

Union President Robert Craig viewed 
the sale as a mixed blessing for the col
lege, which has been looking for a buyer 
since 1975.

“We are pleased to be relieved of the 
financial drain experienced through 
devaluation of the property and in
creased insurance and maintenance 
costs,” he said, “but we are now faced 
with a new set of challenges in student 
housing. As a result of the sale we no 
longer have the option of utilizing Blythe 
Hall for the overflow of students we have 
experienced every year on our new cam
pus. Therefore, more housing must be 
constructed or Union will have to limit 

higher than December 1980’s $1,433,193.67 
- which is now TBC’s fifth highest 
month.

Messengers to the 1981 state conven
tion approved a $17-million Cooperative 
Program budget-goal for the November 
1981-October 1982 convention year. The 
basic section goal is $14.6-million, with a 
Bold Mission Thrust section goal of 
$1.4-million.

The monthly basic budget goal for the 
current convention year is $1.3-million. 
December’s Cooperative Program 
receipts are 15.3 percent above 
$199,210.31 above the basic goal.

Cooperative Program contributions 

its enrollment to fewer students than 
those enrolled this year.”

Since it occupied its new campus six 
years ago. the college has repeatedly 
relied on its unsold campus for emergen
cy housing. Through four construction 
efforts in four years to relieve over
crowding, Union’s resident population 
has increased from 552 to 786.

The current academic year brought a 
17 percent increase in its resident enroll
ment with Blythe Hall housing 42 
students, even though a summer dor
mitory addition was filled to capacity in 
early September.

With the sale of the core of the campus, 
Union retains only three parcels in east 
Jackson; Ellis Hall Men’s Dormitory, on 
which the county as a year’s option; the 
Timberlake property formerly used for 
parking between Lafayette and Main 
streets; and the portion of Death Valley, 
a former baseball park, which remained 
after the state bought some acreage for a 
new road right-of-way. 

—
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for the first two months of the convention 
year are $2,415,782.10, Madden noted. 
This amount is $256,968.04 above (11.9 
percent above) the $2,158,814.06 received 
in November and December 1980.

The two-month goal for the basic sec
tion would be $2.6-million (two-twelfths of

4,000 to attend Laymen's Night 
during Evangelism Conference

SBC giving gains 12.9 percent
NASHVILLE (BP)~ A modest December increase in undesignated gifts 

through the Southern Baptist Cooperative Program raised receipts for the first 
quarter of the fiscal year to $20,628,934, an increase of 12.9 percent over the 
same period of last year.

December’s undesignated gifts of $6,766,658 were just 4.3 percent ahead of 
December 1980.

“The small percentage increase in Cooperative Program receipts for 
December at first appeared quite low,” said Harold C. Bennett, executive 
secretary-treasurer of the SBC Executive Committee which distributes the 
funds. “But when compared to the decreasing consumer price index, total 
receipts are encouraging.

“A large number of state conventions will increase Cooperative Program 
percentages to the SBC beginning in January. I’m encouraged by the numerous 
comments I’ve received from pastors and church leaders who are increasing 
their gifts to world missions through the Cooperative Program.”

Designated gifts, which fluctuate widely throughout the year, nearly doubled 
the previous December’s gifts. December 1981 receipts totaled $1,409,660. a 95.3 
percent increase, pushing the year-to-date designated receipts to $3,690,966. a 
6 percent increase for the same period last year.

Total designated and undesignated receipts for the first quarter are 
$24,319,900, an 11.8 percent over the same quarter last year.

Approximately 4,000 Tennessee Bap
tists are expected for the Laymen’s 
Night session next Tuesday at the famed 
Opry House, home of the Grand Ole 
Opry, during the State Evangelism Con
ference, Jan. 18-19.

The special laymen’s session, which 
has been a feature of the January con
ference for many years, was moved to 
the Opry House last year for the first 
time to accommodate the crowd.

The 6:45 p.m. CST session will hear 
messages by Harold Branch, St. John 
Baptist Church, Corpus, Christi, Tex., 
and John Sullivan, pastor of Broadmoor 
Baptist Church, Shreveport, La. In addi
tion there will be a testimony by Jack 
Knox, layman from Germantown, and a 
Bible study by James Eaves, professor 
at Southwestern Baptist Theological 
Seminary, Fort Worth, Tex.

Also participating in the special 
laymen’s service will be Archie King, 
TBC Brotherhood director.

Special music for the Tuesday night 
session will be provided by the Ten
nessee Baptist Chorale and Russell 
Newport, layman from Springfield, Mo.

Other sessions of the annual State 
Evangelism Conference will be Belmont 
Heights Baptist Church, Nashville. The 
program is printed on page 3.

The conference will begin at 2:00 p.m. 
Monday, with other sessions at Belmont 
Heights Baptist Church starting at 6 :45 
p.m. on Monday, and 9:30 a.m. and 2:00 
p.m. on Tuesday.

$14.6-million). Madden noted that
Cooperative Program receipts for 
November and December 1981 were 
$184,217.90 below (7.1 percent below) the 
basic goal for two months.

November 1981 Cooperative Program 
gifts were $916,571.79.

Other speakers at the two-day five- 
session Evangelism Conference will be 
Bill Tanner, president of the Southern 
Baptist Home Mission Board, Atlanta. 
Ga.; Bill Hogue, pastor of Eastwood 
Baptist Church. Tulsa. Okla.; Tom Mad
den, TBC executive secretary, Brent
wood; Peter McLeod, pastor of First 
Baptist Church. Chattanooga; Wade 
Clemons, evangelist from Morristown; 
Jim Coldiron, Michigan Baptist evangel
ism director; and W. B. Oakley, pastor of 
New Bethlehem Baptist Church. Dyer.

Testimonies will be presented by Ivan 
Raley, pastor of Glenwood Baptist 
Church, Kingsport, and Ron Phillips, 
pastor of Central Baptist Church, Hix
son.

The conference will be led by Malcolm 
McDow, TBC evangelism director.

Evangelism Conference 
gets telephone numbers

Two telephone numbers have been 
released for persons washing to contact 
someone attending the 1982 Tennessee 
Evangelism Conference.

The telephone numbers, for tele
phones located in the conference of
fice at Belmont Heights Baptist 
Church in Nashville, are 297-0958 and 
297-0959. They are in the 615 area 
code.

The conference will be held Jan. 
18-19.
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California mud slides judge

MARIN COUNTY, Cal.(BP)- A savage 
winter storm which has left millions of 
dollars in property damage and hun
dreds of families homeless has also 
disrupted the lives of several California 
Southern Baptist families and churches.

First Baptist Church in Boulder Creek 
is the only church which has reported ex
tensive damage. A mud slide broke 
through a wall in the church’s education 
building, causing an estimated $35,000 to 
$40,000 damage to classrooms and a 
nursery area. Pastor Mike Miller said 
that despite water, mud, and structural 
damage, they were trying to ready the 
uneffected portions of the building as a 
relief center for the Boulder Creek com
munity.

Miller also reported that cleanup 
operations were hampered by the lack of 
gas and electricity which had been 
disrupted four days earlier.

Compounding his problems. Miller 
said, standing water in the church 
building was turning into ice as a result 
of below freezing temperature.

In southern and central Marin County, 
where the most severe damage has been 
reported, church leaders say no church 
buildings have been directly effected. 
However, several Baptist families have 
experienced some water and mud dam
age to their homes and businesses.

Following a tour of Marin County, Red
wood Empire Director of Missions Bill 
Ryan and six area pastors are planning

TBC staff holds 
planning retreat

A planning retreat for the professional 
staff of the Tennessee Baptist Executive 
Board was held Jan. 7-8 at Henry Horton 
State Park, near Chapel Hill.

The primary purpose of the retreat 
was to share and coordinate plans for the 
1982-83 convention year.

Robert Wilson, executive secretary of 
the Baptist State Convention of 
Michigan, led Bible studies at four of the 
sessions on the theme “Glimpses of the 
New Testament Church.” His studies 
dealt with Christ’s view of the church 
(Matthew 16), Paul’s relationship to the 
church (Romans 1:10); Relations within 
the New Testament church (Acts 2:44); 
and growth dynamics of the New Testa
ment church (Acts 2:41-47).

“The significance of a local church is 
that it is God’s instrument to present the 
gospel to a lost world,” Wilson said. 
“The denomination exists only to serve 
and undergird local churches.”

The Michigan leader also noted that 
the early Christians had a common ex
perience in Jesus Christ, a common 
fellowship, a common purpose, a com
mon source of power, and a common 
commitment.

After meetings by departments and 
divisions, goals, plans, and projects were 
shared with the entire group. TBC Ex
ecutive Secretary Tom Madden said 
these plans will be compiled and become 
the basis for budget planning for the 
1982-83 budget which will be presented to 
the Executive Board in September and 
the state convention in November.

Delmus Bailey accepts 
Bass Chapel pastorate

Delmus Bailey accepted a recent call 
from Bass Chapel Baptist Church, 
Surgoinsville, to come as its pastor.

Bailey, a native of Church Hill, is a 
former pastor of Christian’s Bend Bap
tist Church, Toone.

andways to involve Baptist laity 
Southern Baptist agencies in relief ef
forts.

Referring to the extensive damage in 
general, Ryan said, “It’s unbelievable.” 
One pastor characterized some areas as 
“looking like a war zone.”

Tom Provost, pastor of Tiburon Baptist 
Church, reported that several members 
of Baptist churches are involved in 
cleanup efforts, as well as providing 
shelter for other families left homeless 
by the flooding.

At Golden Gate Baptist Theological 
Seminary, located on a hill in southern 
Marin County, no damage has been 
reported.

According to Larry Baker, seminary 
vice-president for communications, the 
highway closures make it impossible 
for some faculty and staff to get to 
the campus on Monday and Tuesday of 
last week. Some persons, like Baker, 
were stranded on the campus that Mon
day night because of closed roads. Most 
roads are now open, but restricted to 
local residents.

Baker also reported that the student 
government association had informally 
organized relief work teams to assist 
area residents whose homes had suf
fered water or mud damage.

In Fresno, Edd Brown, director of the 
California convention’s men’s ministry 
department, said disaster relief teams 
were being organized to assist in the 
cleanup effort.

By Jan. 11, Brown expected to have 
30 to 50 Baptist relief workers in Marin 
County with Baptist and non-Baptist 
families. Bob Williams, director of the 
department of Christian social minis
tries, said the Home Mission Board had 
made $10,000 available to individuals and 
families who have needs which are not 
being met by Red Cross, government, or 
insurance agencies.

Reflecting on the storm’s effects, Pro
vost said, “Some of us (pastors) have 
prospects whom we are going to try to 
help. This will provide us a chance to 
reach out and demonstrate in special 
ways that we care.”

Brazil eases visas 
for missionaries

BRASILIA, Brazil (BP)- A new im
migration law in Brazil restores the 
privilege of foreign missionaries to ob
tain permanent visas.

Formally adopted in December, the 
law deals with all foreigners in Brazil, in
cluding immigrants, refugees, and “ir
regulars” (illegal aliens). Under its 
terms, entering missionaries can obtain 
a one-year renewable visa. After two 
years missionaries will be eligible for 
permanent visas.

The previous “foreigners law,” passed 
in 1980, restricted all new missionaries to 
temporary visas, renewable every two 
years. No Southern Baptist missionaries 
entering Brazil have been granted per
manent visas since mid-1979.

New missionary families have had to 
leave furniture and other possessions in 
the United States, and live with a ques
tion mark about how long they would be 
permitted to stay. Currently 29 Southern 
Baptist missionaries hold temporary 
visas.

More than 300 Southern Baptist mis
sionaries work in Brazil, almost 10 per
cent of the Foreign Mission Board’s total 
missionary force and the largest number 
of Southern Baptist missionaries work
ing in a single country.

Creation science law 
ruled unconstitutional

By Betty Kennedy and Robert Dilday
LITTLE ROCK, Ark.(BP)- A federal 

judge’s decision declaring Arkansas’ 
creation science law unconstitutional 
pleases a Southern Baptist minister who 
took part in challenging the law.

Nathan Porter, one of 23 plaintiffs in 
the lawsuit against Act 590, said Judge 
William Overton’s decision - announced 
Jan. 5 - addressed the major issue in the 
case.

“Evolution is not the issue,” Porter 
said. “It is whether religion will be 
taught in the public school. It has been 
the issue from the beginning and that is 
why I became involved. The basic ques
tion is the separation of church and 
state.”

Porter, from Arkadelphia, said he 
joined the other plaintiffs, who included 
11 other clergymen and the American 
Civil Liberties Union, as an individual, a 
parent, and a Southern Baptist commit
ted to religious liberty. “In no way do I 
speak for Southern Baptists; however, I 
do believe I have represented the 
historic Baptist position.”

In a 38-page ruling released Jan. 5, 
Judge Overton and Arkansas Bill 590 
which forced schools teaching the theory 
of evolution also to teach the story of 
creation was an unconstitutional viola
tion of religious freedom.

Overton, who presided over a much 
publicized nine-day trial, called the law 
“purely an effort to introduce the 
Biblical account of creation into the 
public school curriculum.”

The ruling cited subpoenaed cor
respondence circulated among creation 
science proponents to show that the laws’ 
supporters were “aware that Act 590 is a 
religious crusade coupled with a desire 
to conceal that intention.”

Testimony, Overton wrote, not so 
much attempted to establish creation 
science as science but to discredit evolu
tion. Defendants claimed that evolution 
is a religion.

Arkansas became the first state in the 
United States to legislate the teaching of 
creation science when its legislature in 
March passed Act 590 requiring “in
struction in both scientific models of 
evolution science and creation science, if 
public schools chose to teach either.”

The law defines creation science, as 
among other things, scientific evidence 
for a sudden and “relatively recent” in
ception of the earth and life; separate 
ancestry for man and apes; and an ex
planation of the earth’s geology which in
cludes the occurrence of a worldwide 
flood.

The law prohibits “religious instruc
tion or references to religious writing” in 
a teacher’s treatment of creation 
science, but declares a legislative pur
pose of “preventing establishment of 
theologically liberal, humanist, non- 
theist, or atheist religion.”

The bill stirred controversy from the 
day it appeared on the floor of the 
Senate. It passed the Arkansas House 
and Senate by wide margins amid cheers 
from legislators. It was signed into law 
by Gov. Frank White; who later admitted 
he had not read it.

While Arkansas was the first state to 
enact the creation science model into 
law, such actions are pending in some 30 
states. Louisiana has since passed a 
statute requiring “equal time” for scien
tific creationism, and the Mississippi 
state Senate voted overwhelmingly Jan. 
5 to provide for the teaching of scientific 

creationism in Mississippi public 
schools. • ■

Arkansas Attorney Gen. Steve Clark 
said he will decide soon whether to ap
peal Overton’s ruling to the Eighth U.S. 
Circuit Court of Appeals in St. Louis.

HOSPITAL SITE — Baptists and Indone
sian officials have agreed on relocating 
Immanuel Hospital from Bukittinggi to 
Tanjungkarang.

Hospital to change 
sites in Indonesia

BUKITTINGGI, Indonesia(BP) - Im
manuel Hospital, Bukittinggi, Indonesia, 
will be rebuilt at a new location on the 
island of Sumatra, according to a formal 
agreement signed in the Indonesian 
Ministry of Internal Affairs at Jakarta, 
Indonesia, Dec. 23.

The Baptist hospital, which opened six 
years ago in West Sumatra, will relocate 
at a new site on the edge of Tanjung
karang in southern Sumatra. The reloca
tion became necessary when Moslem 
leaders pressured the Indonesian 
government to eliminate the Christian 
influence in Bukittinggi. a strong 
Moslem community.

Baptists tried for 14 years to begin Im
manuel Hospital, finally opening without 
publicity Dec. 1, 1975. Since its opening, 
there has been little or no overt opposi
tion, but controversy about the hospital 
has continued from time to time at the 
national level, and increased Moslem 
pressure on the government in recent 
years forced the move.

Baptists agreed in writing that Im
manuel Hospital in Bukittinggi will 
become a public hospital during a transi
tion period extending to March 31, 1983. 
Construction of the new hospital in 
southern Sumatra is scheduled to begin 
after Indonesian national elections on 
May 5, 1982.

In return for the hospital building, land 
and residences for doctors and other 
medical personnel in Bukittinggi, Bap
tists received a title deed to about 7.5 
acres on the outskirts of Tanjungkarang. 
Baptists have been doing evangelism 
and church planting in and near this city 
since 1969.

As further government compensation, 
Baptists also received a check to cover 
costs of new buildings. Further funds are 
to be provided later to replace equip
ment.
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Memphis' Bellevue leads 
Tennessee in baptisms

Two Memphis churches again led Ten
nessee Baptist churches in baptisms dur
ing the October 1980-September 1981 
church year, according to Malcolm 
McDowr: evangelism director for the 
Tennessee Baptist Convention.

This is the sixth year in a row that the 
top two churches in reported baptisms 
were Memphis’ Bellevue Baptist Church 
and Broadway Baptist Church.

McDow also noted that this year there 
were 17 churches which reported 100 or 
more baptisms, compared to 16 in 1980, 
13 in 1979, and 6 in 1978.

Bellevue Baptist Church led the state 
with 701 reported baptisms, which is an 
increase over the 567 during the 1979-80 
church year. Adrian Rogers is pastor of 
the church.

Second again in this year’s report was 
Broadway Baptist Church of Memphis 
with 370 baptisms. Bobby Moore is this 
church’s pastor.

Emmanuel Baptist Church of Bristol, 
where L. F. Valley is pastor, claimed 
third place this year with 350 baptisms.

Next was Two Rivers Baptist Church 
of Nashville with 244 baptisms. Ralph 
Stone is pastor.

Leawood Baptist Church, Memphis, 
was in fifth place among Tennessee 
churches with 220 baptisms. The 
church’s pastor is Jerry Glisson.

With 203 reported baptisms, sixth 
place in the state went to First Baptist 
Church, Millington, where Ray New- 
comb is pastor._____________________  

Jan. 10 fire damages 
St. Matthews building

LOUISVILLE, Ky. (BP)- An early- 
morning fire destroyed the sanctuary 
and church offices of St. Matthews Bap
tist Church Jan. 10.

Though no official estimate of damage 
had been made by Monday, Pastor J. 
Altus Newell felt it would be more than 
the church’s $3.1-million fire insurance 
coverage. An insurance agent said the 
“damage is so bad we may not even be 
able to come up with the origin.’’

Educational and recreation facilities 
suffered only smoke damage because of 
fire walls installed in a 1978 remodeling. 
The basement and furnace area were 
still covered with water and ice on Mon
day afternoon.

Neighbors reported the fire on Sunday 
morning at 6:39 a.m. after hearing an ex
plosion, according to Larry Atwell of the 
fire department. Although cause of the 
fire has not been determined, it appears 
to have started in the foyer of the sanc
tuary, directly above the furnace.

Fire fighters had to battle not only the 
flames, but the fourth coldest day in 
Louisville history. The wind-chill factor 
dropped to 50 degrees below zero as 
water and equipment froze.

The congregation will meet in the 
chapel and classrooms of nearby 
Southern Baptist Theological Seminary 
while rebuilding which would take up to 
16 months, according to Newell.

“Somebody said to me this morning, 
‘Your church has burned up,’ and so my 
word was, ‘The church facilities, part of 
them, have burned. St. Matthews Baptist 
Church is alive and well,’ ” said Newell 
from the pulpit at Southern seminary as 
the church building still smoldered.

Although Newell made a clear distinc
tion between the church facilities and the 
church - the people of God - he admit
ted, “I see a lot of commitment there. I 
see a place I really love. Part of me is go
ing up.’’

Eleven other Tennessee churches had 
100 or more baptisms. These were:
- Central Baptist Church, Hixson, 

Ron Phillips, pastor, 159 baptisms.
- First Baptist Church, Smartt, Jerry 

Robinson, pastor, 154 baptisms.
— Broadmoor Baptist Church, Mem

phis, Jack May, pastor, 150 baptisms.
- Park Avenue Baptist Church, 

Nashville, Bob Mowrey, pastor, 144 bap
tisms.

- First Baptist Church, Ellendale, J. 
B. Witherington, pastor, 130 baptisms.

- Woodlawn Baptist Church, Jackson, 
Bob Ervin, pastor, 122 baptisms.

- First Baptist Church, Mt. Juliet, 
Billie Friel, pastor, 120 baptisms.

- First Baptist Church, Henderson
ville, Courtney Wilson, pastor, 116 bap
tisms.
- First Baptist Church, Clarksville, 

John David Laida, pastor, 102 baptisms.
- Germantown Baptist Church, Ger

mantown, Kenneth Story, pastor, 102 
baptisms.

- Tennessee Avenue Baptist Church, 
Bristol, Willard Tallman, pastor, 101 
baptisms.

Dyer Baptists name 
Naylor as director

Dyer Baptist Association recently 
named Joe Thomas Naylor to begin 
duties as its director of missions.
Naylor comes to 

the position from 
the pastorate of 
Southside Baptist 
Church, Dyersburg. 
He is a former 
pastor of Parkburg 
Baptist Church, 
Jackson; Harmony 
Baptist Church, 
Stanton; and Willow
Springs Baptist Naylor 
Church, Alvarado, Tex.

Naylor has served as moderator of 
Dyer and Haywood associations, 
associational Church Training director, 
and as a member of several committees 
on the associational and state Baptist 
levels.

A native of Clarendon, Tex., Naylor is 
a graduate of Wayland Baptist College, 
Plain view, Tex., and Southwestern Bap
tist Theological Seminary, Fort Worth, 
Tex.

Boyd Bowers accepts 
Henry church call

Boyd Bowers accepted a call from 
Henry Baptist Church, Henry, to come 
as its pastor, a position he assumed on 
Jan. 3.

Bowers came to the church from the 
pastorate of Moodyville Baptist Church, 
Byrdstown. He has ministered in other 
Tennessee, Kentucky, and Michigan 
churches.

A graduate of Clear Creek Bible 
School, Pineville, Ky., he also attended 
Pikeville College, Pikeville, Ky.

Mid-state historians 
to meet at Belmont

Middle Tennessee Historical Society 
will meet Jan. 19 in the main dining room 
of the Belmont College cafeteria, im
mediately following the morning session 
of the Evangelism Conference.

W. Fred Kendall, former executive 
secretary of the Tennessee Baptist Con
vention, will present a program on early 
evangelism in Tennessee.

MONDAY AFTERNOON
2:00 Song service by Bill Morris 

Invocation by James Humphreys
2:10 Welcome by Perry Michel
2:15 Bible study by James Eaves
2:35 Message by Tom Madden
3:05 Songs; announcements
3:15 Testimony by Ivan Raley
3:20 Message by Peter McLeod
3:50 Special music by Russell Newport 
4:00 Message by Harold Branch 
4:30 Benediction by Ray Newcomb

MONDAY NIGHT
6:45 Men’s Choir, Brentwood Baptist 

Church
Song service by Drew Thigpen 
Invocation by W. A. Galyon 

7:10 Bible study by James Eaves 
7:30 Message by John Sullivan

Hart joins faculty 
at Carson-Newman

JEFFERSON CITY - L. Ed Hart has 
been appointed instructor of business ad
ministration at Carson-Newman College 
beginning this semester. His primary 
responsibility will be to teach business 
data processing.

Hart is currently finished product con
troller for E. I. duPont Nemours, Inc., 
Chattanooga.

The Gallatin native attended Baylor 
University, Waco, Tex., and received the 
B.S. degree in mathematics from Car
son-Newman. He has done graduate 
work in mathematics at the University of 
Kentucky, Lexington.

Hart has spent the past 16 years with 
duPont in data processing assignments 
including programming, systems 
analysis, large project work, clerical 
and professional supervision, and com
puter center management.

He is a member of Chattanooga’s 
Brainerd Baptist Church where he 
serves as deacon, young adult teacher in 
Sunday School, choir member, and on 
the church data processing committee.

Paralyzed volunteer 
shows improvement

WINSTON-SALEM, N.C.(BP)- Roy 
Church, Southern Baptist extended ser
vice volunteer stricken by a paralysis
causing illness Dec. 12 in Quito, 
Ecuador, is showing slight improve
ment.

Church, paralyzed from the neck 
down, has regained some movement in 
his right hand, his wife, Ruth, said. He 
has been a patient since Dec. 16 at North 
Carolina Baptist Hospital in Winston- 
Salem.

Though recovery from the illness, 
Guillian-Barre Syndrome, is slow, 
Church is optimistic he will overcome 
the paralysis. Despite occasional 
breathing problems, he has remained in 
good spirits, his wife says.

“Performing miracles is routine with 
God,’’ Church told Bryan Brasington, 
Foreign Mission Board director for 
western South America. “I just believe 
everything is going to work out all 
right.”

He has whirlpool therapy daily and 
constantly attempts to move and ac
tivate his muscles, Mrs. Church said. 
Church credits the prayers of friends 
with aiding him in his recovery.

Evangelism Conference 
Belmont Heights Baptist Church 

Nashville, January 18-19, 1982
(All times listed are Central Standard Time)

8:00 Song service
8:10 Message by Bill Hogue
8:40 Special music by Russell Newport
8:50 Message by Bill Tanner
9:20 Benediction by Ken Story

TUESDAY MORNING
9:30 Song service by Larry Brooks

Invocation by Jim Lindsay
9:45 Bible study by James Eaves

10:05 Message by Wade Clemons
10:35 Songs; announcements
10:40 Special music by Tim Coldiron
10:50 Message by Jim Coldiron
11:20 Special music by Russell Newport
11:30 Message by Bill Hogue
12:00 Benediction by Elmer Crosby

TUESDAY AFTERNOON
2:00 Song service by Joel Duncan 

Invocation by Carl Asbury
2:10 Bible study by James Eaves
2:30 Message by W. B. Oakley
3:00 Songs; announcements
3:10 Testimony by Ron Phillips
3:15 Special music by Russell Newport
3:25 Message by Bill Tanner
4:00 Benediction by Billy Davenport

TUESDAY NIGHT
Laymen's Night at Opry House

6:45 Tennessee Baptist Chorale
7:05 Song service by Julian Suggs
7:10 Invocation by Ruben Canas
7:15 Bible study by James Eaves
7:35 Recognition of laymen
7:45 Testimony by Jack Knox
7:55 Song service
8:05 Message by Harold Branch
8:35 Special music by Russell Newport
8:45 Message by John Sullivan
9:15 Benediction by F. M. Dowell

Claytons appointed 
to return to Spain

RICHMOND, Va. - Mr. and Mrs. Ken 
R. Clayton were reappointed as mis
sionaries by the Southern Baptist 
Foreign Mission Board during its 
December meeting in Richmond, Va.

The Claytons will go to Spain, where he 
will be a general evangelist and she will 
be a church and home worker. They 
formerly served in Spain, from 1977 to 
1978, returning to the United States on 
medical furlough late in 1978, and resign
ing from missionary service in 1979.

Since July of 1979 Clayton has been 
pastor of First Baptist Church, Cross
ville. Before the couple’s previous term 
in Spain, he was pastor of First Baptist 
Church, Spring City.

Clayton was born in Rockwood. Mrs. 
Clayton, the former Joyce Riddle, is a 
native of Mountain City. They have two 
children.

The family will go to the field in 
March.

Broadman employee 
accepts pastorate

Carlton Connelly accepted a call to the 
pastorate of Liberty Baptist Church, 
White Bluff, a ministry he began Dec. 6.

Connelly, a former pastor of Fountain 
Head Baptist Church in Portland, is 
employed in the marketing department 
of the Baptist Sunday School Board’s 
Broadman division. A native of 
Nashville, he is a graduate of the Boyce 
Bible School of Southern Baptist 
Theological Seminary, Louisville, Ky.
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Baptist Press poll released

Los Angeles SBC voted 198 l's top story
NASHVILLE (BP)- The annual 

meeting of the Southern Baptist Conven
tion in Los Angeles - preceded by furor 
and followed by seeming harmony - has 
been voted the top Baptist Press news 
story of 1981.

Editors of 34 state Baptist newspapers 
and personnel in five Baptist Press 
bureaus from around the United States 
were polled to determine their selections 
of the most significant Baptist news 
stories of the year.

The Baptist Press list includes stories 
of particular significance and news
worthiness to Baptists, and does not in
clude other stories, such as nuclear 
energy, weapons proliferation, or 
Reagan economics.

The 1981 annual meeting of the SBC 
was preceded by name-calling and in
fighting, which led some observers - 
within and without the denomination - to 
predict a split might occur in the nation’s 
largest evangelical denomination.

Factions formed, and rumors flew; 
meetings were held and divisions drawn 
in advance of the June meeting. For the 
first time in recent history, an incum
bent president was challenged in what is 
usually an unopposed second term.

However, when the convention was 
over, Bailey E. Smith of Del City, Okla., 
had been re-elected president, a long
standing doctrinal document had been 
reaffirmed, and seeming harmony 
prevailed.

The second top news story of the year 
concerned the establishment of the 
American Christian Television System 
(ACTS), a proposed television network 
based on satellites and low-power televi
sion stations.

The system, announced at the begin
ning of the year by Jimmy R. Allen, 
president of the denomination’s Radio 
and Television Commission, was still in 
the planning stages when the year ended.

Simultaneously, the denomination’s 
Sunday School Board worked to establish 
a satellite system to feed churches, 
associations, state conventions, and 
others.

Lawsuits affecting various agencies 
was voted the third top story.

During the year, a woman secretary 
filed suit against the Southern Baptist 
Convention, the Baptist Brotherhood 
Commission, and three Brotherhood ex
ecutives charging sexual harassment 
and seeking $3-million in damages.

In the summer, a five-year-old lawsuit
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against the Baptist Sunday School Board 
by a former personnel officer was settled 
when the BSSB paid Donald Burnett 
$60,000 in damages. A jury in a Nashville 
court awarded Burnett $400,000, but the 
judge reduced the damages to $60,000.

Two other Baptist entities - Mississip
pi College in Clinton, Miss., and South
western Baptist Theological Seminary, 
Fort Worth, Tex., - also went to court. 
They were featured in federal Equal 
Employment Opportunities Commission 
disputes over employment records and 
practices.

Bailey Smith figured in the fourth, as 
well as the first, top story of the year. 
Smith made news in 1980 when he told a 
national political rally that “God doesn’t 
hear the prayer of a Jew” and later said 
he thought Jews “have funny looking 
noses.”

The remarks led to widely-publicized 
meetings between Smith and the Anti
Defamation League of B’nai B’rith. Dur
ing 1981, Smith and a contingent of 
Southern Baptist leaders toured Israel 
under the sponsorship of the ADI, and 
relations between Southern Baptists and 
Jews seemed to be on an upswing.

The other top 10 stories are:
FIVE: Furor followed remarks of 

Robert Bratcher, one of the main 
translators of the Good News for Modern 
Man version of the Bible. Bratcher said 
in March that belief in an inerrant Bible 
is either “willful ignorance” or “intellec
tual dishonesty.” He later “resigned” 
from the American Bible Society, where 
he was a research assistant.

SIX: Leadership changes saw Abner 
McCall retire as president of Baylor 
University, Waco, Tex., to be replaced 
by Herbert Reynolds; Duke K. McCall 
announced his retirement as president of 
Southern Baptist Theological Seminary; 
and A. Harold Cole stepped down as ex
ecutive director of the South Carolina 
Baptist Convention, replaced by Ray P. 
Rust, president of Anderson College. 
Also, these state executive directors an
nounced retirment: James H. Landes of 
Texas, Franklin Owen of Kentucky, Roy 
Gresham of Maryland, and Allen Meeks 
of Alaska, and the editor of North 
Carolina’s Biblical Recorder, J. Marse 
Grant, announced he will leave his post 
in 1982.

SEVEN: After a slight increase in 
1980, statistics indicate Southern Bap
tists baptized fewer converts in 1981. Still

Steve Higdon
Assistant Editor

Martha Buster
Production Assistant 

the statistics indicated Southern Baptists 
are baptizing an average of 1,000 persons, 
a day.

EIGHT: In January, an intruder 
brutally murdered Ethyl Louise Rob
bins, 68, the wife of a New Orleans Bap
tist Theological Seminary professor, 
Ray Robbins, in their campus apart
ment. Nearly one year later, no suspects 
have been apprehended.

NINE: Southern Baptists continue 
their efforts to alleviate world hunger. 
The denomination’s Foreign Mission 
Board sought ways to improve delivery 
of the funds, and contributions continue 
to increase.

TEN: In February, Gene Medaris 
resigned as editor of the Indiana Baptist, 
journal of the State Convention of Bap
tists in Indiana, after he was censured by 
the executive committee of the Ex
ecutive Board. His censure and resigna
tion were upheld by the board and, later, 
the chairman of the board, David Simp
son, was named editor of the 9,500 cir
culation weekly newspaper.

Church gathers 
in movie house

PAPILLION, Neb.(BP) - By the time 
a visitor accepts the bulletin from an 
usher, he already has noticed something 
different about First Baptist Church.

Posters that advertise coming attrac
tions do not refer to coming concerts or 
revivals, but to the season’s latest 
releases from Hollywood. And the linger
ing smell is not from an after-service 
potluck dinner simmering in the church 
kitchen. It is from popcorn.

First Baptist Church meets for wor
ship in the Papio Theatre, an old-time 
movie house in downtown Papillion.

The congregation has met at the movie 
house since August, after the church 
auditorium was converted to house the 
church’s Weekday Early Education 
School.

The pre-school was moved from the 
basement to the remodeled auditorium 
after state and local fire marshals told 
the church that Nebraska law states 
children under second grade cannot 
regularly occupy classroom space three 
feet below or above ground level, accord
ing to Pastor Johnny Cox.

A search for other space which met 
fire code regulations was unsuccessful. 
Eighty pupils were enrolled in the WEE 
School, and the church hesitated to close 
down what it considers its major 
outreach tool, Cox said. More than 90 
percent of the pupils are non-Baptist.

Since there already were long-range 
plans to build a permanent sanctuary to 
accommodate 400 people, the congrega
tion voted to speed up those plans and 
build the new facility, and convert the 
existing auditorium into pre-school 
space.

First Baptist will meet at the Papio 
Theatre until its new 5,000-square-foot 
auditorium is completed - probably in 
April. In the meantime, members work 
together to smooth the functions of a 
church situated in two locations. Each 
Sunday morning, two men clean the 
theater, set up the pulpit, arrange the 
choir chairs, and complete preparations 
for worship.

The church nursery, kindergarten 
church, and children’s church are 
housed at the church building, and two 
men stay there during worship services 
to direct visitors to the theatre and to 
provide security.

“Cicero, you must attend and report 
on our 1981 Baptist Awards Presenta
tion next week,” said C. Will Head, 
judge for BRAG or Baptists Recognized 
Annually for Greatness.

“What awards ?” I asked.
“I got the idea from those award 

shows we see on television about this 
time each year. In fact, I named mine 
by taking the first letter of three major 
entertainment awards - Emmy for 
television, Grammy for records, and 
Oscar for movies. Ours will be called 
the EGO Awards,” C. Will’s voice 
swelled with pride.

He explained that the 1981 awards 
ceremony would be in the New Orleans 
Superdome, since it is the only building 
large enough to accommodate the 
EGO’s — that is, the Baptist EGO 
Awards.

“Do you have categories like those 
other awards?” Cicero inquired.

Head nodded. “For instance, we have 
the Best Performance in a Dramatic 
Sermon. This was won for last year by 
E. Moe Shun.”

Head went ahead and listed some of 
the other 1981 EGO Awards winners 
which BRAG would honor.

Special Effects in Preaching to 
Hughes Flood for his sermon on Noah 
during which the auditorium sank.

Best Sermon Based on Original 
Material, won by Stu D. Long.

Best Sermon Based on Other 
Material to Copp E. Katt for 1981.

Then, there is the Best Supporting 
Staffer Award which goes to the 
associate pastor who never gets to 
preach, to sit on the platform, or to 
have his name in the church bulletin. 
Head admitted that he did not 
remember the winner’s name.

Most Visiting Pulpit Committees. 
This was won by Drew Peoples.

Best Costuming in Pulpit Attire which 
goes to the pastor’s wife who picks her 
husband’s clothes. The 1981 award will 
go to Mrs. Bess Dressier.

Shortest Sermon Award will go to N. 
A. Short.

Longest Sermon Award was won in 
1981 - as in 1980 - by Lott A. Wynn. 
“In fact, it is the same sermon - and 
it’s still going on!” C. Will added.

The Flake-Off Award, which will be 
given to Ed U. Cates for 1981, goes to 
the minister of education who so dis- 
quises Arthur Flake’s five laws of Sun
day School growth that the congrega
tion believes they are something new.

The ACS Best Church Newsletter 
Award for the newsletter which repeats 
the fewest fillers. “That’s my initials,” 
Cicero observed. “Is it named for me?”

“No,” Head explained. “Those are 
the initials of the three greatest 
newsletter authors - Anonymous, 
Copied, and Selected.”

Will continued, “Two categories are 
being dropped from the 1981 
presention.” The Annual Award for the 
Person Who Best Exemplifies the Spirit 
of EGO was given in 1980 to Hugh 
Mility — and he kept it.

“And, we also are dropping the Ser
mon of the Year Award. This time we 
had a tie with 36,167 pastors each get
ting one vote!”
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Evangelism group dissolves, 
phases in as FMB function

** Free Bibles offered
Dear editor:

This past year God-called men were 
ordained to the preaching ministry in our 
convention. It is a joy beyond words to 
share with you and my fellow Southern 
Baptists that a beloved layman in our 
dear First Baptist Church has made it 
possible for me to present a leather
bound edition of the Criswell Study Bible 
to each man ordained to the gospel 
ministry who would like to have one.

These Bibles are being made available 
to all Southern Baptist churches to pre
sent to their young preachers at the time 
of their ordination. A pastor or church 
need only to send a written request to 
me.

We have no way to make this good 
news available to our churches, 
however, except through newspapers 
such as yours. If you would help us in 
this, we would be forever grateful to you.

May God bless each recipient with a 
fruitful preaching ministry, and may He 
bless the gracious donor as well.

W. A. Criswell
First Baptist church
P.O. Box 10
Dallas. TX 75221

Money not answer
Dear editor:

A letter to your publication (Dec. 23, 
1981) referred to a population increase of 
63-million a year as a reason for more 
contributions to missions. In this crisis, 
money for any purpose is not the answer. 
It is predicted that air, land, food, and

Crusades conducted 
on Canary Islands

SANTA CRUZ de Tenerife (BP) - 
Baptist churches on the Canary Islands 
held a 12-day evangelistic campaign last 
month, resulting in 27 professions of 
Christian faith.

Four-day meetings were held on each 
of the islands of Gran Canaria, La 
Palma, and Tenerife.

Perhaps the most impressive aspect 
was on La Palma, where 20 persons 
previously made up the entire Baptist 
community. There were nine professions 
of faith in services at three mission 
points.

One of those was by a 22-year-old man 
who last October had renounced his 
friar’s habits in an effort to “find the 
evangelicals.” His decision created con
flict with family members who reported
ly have given him three months either to 
change or to leave home.

A Baptist leader said there is a new 
spirit of outreach and awakening in the 
Islands, despite their distance from 
mainland centres of the Spanish Baptist 
Union.

Bookstore robbed
SAN SALVADOR, El Salvador- Six 

men escaped with $125 in an armed rob
bery last month at the Baptist bookstore 
in San Salvador, El Salvador.

Southern Baptist Missionaries Ernie 
McAnich, bookstore manager, and Bill 
Stennett, book deposit manager, were 
working in other parts of the building 
during the robbery.

Salvadoran employees said the rob
bers appeared to be in their late teens or 
early 20s.

water will shortly be insufficient.
Already, from over-populated nations, 

countless thousands are spilling over 
into countries which cannot adequately 
support their squalor, starvation, and 
hopelessness. These people turn to 
murder, terrorism, and war - the only 
horrible way to make space for survival.

We are trying to cure an evil after the 
fact. Impossible. The only sure way is to 
begin at its source, limit population 
growth.

Families, even on welfare in our own 
country, permitted to have children they 
cannot support, are strangling the strug
gling taxpayers.

Our economic condition and inflation 
show the catastrophic effect of our fur
ther trying to support other nations. The 
only possible answer is to demand that 
nations put a sharp curb on population 
growth or forfeit our assistance. Other
wise, we are dissipating America’s 
assets into a bottomless abyss.

We cannot win a world to Christ deep 
in the scourge of hopeless over
population. More millions to any offering 
will not touch one percent.

If population growth among these na
tions continues, we shall face a world 
struggle that will bring an end to civiliza
tion. This is a diminishing earth through 
erosion and abuse, while billions are be
ing born demanding more and more.

Mrs. R. J. MacDaris
104 Gilman Dr.
Nashville, TN 37205

Monster of sin
Dear editor:

We are experiencing the most crucial 
period in our 206 years of history. The 
hydro-headed monster of sin is sweeping 
across our nation like the unquenchable 
fire, destroying the ethical, moral, and 
spiritual values of millions, young and 
old.

The most devastating effect on ethical, 
moral, and spiritual values is that of the 
brilliant and attractive web of worldly 
pleasure designed to entice the unsus
pecting, morally and spiritually weak in
to the dens of iniquity.

When many of the unsuspecting, 
morally weak have indulged to self
gratification, they lose the desire and the 
will to extricate themselves.

Is it possible that we are reliving the 
days of Noah, when people were eating, 
drinking, and had no time for God? Look
ing down from heaven, God saw that the 
heart of man was continually evil, and 
He decreed that His creation be de
stroyed, and God called Noah to build the 
ark. God was the architect, Noah was the 
builder, and when the ark was com
pleted, Noah followed God’s instructions 
with his family and took into the ark 
every species, male and female. It began 
to rain; the water began to rise; the peo
ple ran and beat upon the door crying, 
“Noah, Noah, let us in lest we perish,” 
but it was too late. God had closed the 
door.

We do not know what is in store for 
America. However, we can turn back the 
pages of history, yellowed by time, and 
find incidents of individuals, nations, and 
rulers of nations who had risen to the 
heights only to be cast down into oblivion 
because they had no time for God.

The most pressing need of our daily ac
tivities is that of giving Christ preemi
nence in our lives.

Jack W. Goans
1723 Albert Ave.
Knoxville, TN 37917

By John Rutledge
DALLAS (BP)- It was billed as a 

celebration, but many of the speakers 
shed tears.

Some called it a funeral, others a wed
ding. But whatever the description, the 
last official gathering of World Evan
gelism Foundation in December in 
Dallas marked a significant moment for 
Southern Baptists as mission leaders 
outlined convention plans to adopt the 
concept that WEF pioneered - partner
ship evangelism.

The foundation was begun by W. H. 
“Dub” Jackson Jr., a Southern Baptist 
missionary to Japan for 17 years who 
resigned in 1969 to develop a way to send 
teams of pastors and laymen on one-to- 
one witnessing ventures in partnership 
with foreign Baptist churches.

The result was World Evangelism 
Foundation. During more than 12 years, 
it has coordinated trips by about 6,000 
U.S. Baptists to 35 countries.

During foundation crusades, about 
60,000 persons expressed a desire “to 
know the Lord,” Jackson said. “We feel 
that most were genuine conversions 
because of the excellent follow-up by the 
national churches.” People returned

refused to say 
saying instead,

Madden

I Personal
I perspective
1 By TOM MADDEN I 
[ TBC executive secretary j

One of the names frequently applied to 
Jesus in the New Testament is “Lord.” 
The term “Lord” is used by Paul in his 
epistles about 250 times. Many early 
Christians were slain by the Roman 
emperor when they 
“Caesar is Lord,” 
“Jesus is Lord.”
Christ is Lord be

cause He is so ap
pointed and exalted 
by God. “Wherefore 
God also hath highly 
exalted Him, and 
given Him a name 
which is above 
every name: That 
at the name of Jesus 
every knee should 
bow, of things in heaven, and things in 
earth, and things under the earth; And 
that every tongue should confess that 
Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of God 
the Father” (Philippians 2:9-11).

He is our Lord because, not only has 
He created us, but He has redeemed us. 
Not only did God exalt Him as Lord, but 
Christ did something to become our 
Lord. He redeemed us with His own 
precious blood.

Earthly lords often redeemed persons 
from prison only to place them in 
peonage. This was simply to move them 
from bondage to bondage. Our Lord 
Christ redeemed us from the bondage of 
sin unto the freedom of the life of grace.

Earthly lords used their servants to 
enrich themselves. The interest of the 
lord was advanced. Not so with the Lord 
Christ! He sought rather to give His ser
vants the Kingdom.

The lordship of Christ expresses a rela
tionship. If there be a lord, there should 
be an obedient servant. True dominion of 
Christ is expressed wherever men will
ingly and freely bow their knees before 
Him.

Jesus Christ is Lord! 

from crusades excited about missions in 
general.

The Foreign Mission Board, however, 
is beginning its own partnership evangel
ism program and WEF decided last year 
to phase out its operation. The banquet in 
Dallas was the last event for the founda
tion.

Jackson joins the board March 1 as 
regional coordinator for partnership 
evangelism assigned to Ruschlikon, 
Switzerland, for a year. Later he will 
spend a year each in South America, 
Asia, and Africa to help establish the 
board’s new program.

William O’Brien, executive vice-presi
dent of the Foreign Mission Board, said 
“it is really not a merger or a takeover. It 
is the adoption of a concept - partner
ship missions.”

The “concept” was praised and ex
amined by more than a dozen speakers 
during the banquet at the Dallas Hilton 
and an inspirational program at First 
Baptist Church in Dallas that lasted 
more than four hours.

Ramsey Pollard, retired pastor of 
Bellevue Baptist Church. Memphis, and 
former president of the Southern Baptist 
Convention, praised FMB Executive Di
rector R. Keith Parks, who could not at
tend the banquet.

“Parks has a vision and a capacity to 
welcome change and see its necessity 
that perhaps no other executive secre
tary has had,” Pollard said. “There is a 
new day coming, and more evangelism 
than the Foreign Mission Board has ever 
done.”

W. A. Criswell of First Baptist Church. 
Dallas, said the zeal of the participants 
in partnership evangelism crusades he 
had experienced “makes me feel like 
I’m part infidel” and said he was glad 
that the Foreign Mission Board “has 
finaUy seen that if we’re going to evan
gelize the world, we’re going to need to 
have more than just paid missionaries.”

O’Brien presented a plaque on behalf 
of Parks to the WEF personnel with an 
inscription acknowledging the contribu
tions of WEF for “envisioning a world, 
nurturing a dream, and proriding a way 
to reach out to the world in partnership 
evangelism.”

Texas newspaper 
toped for blind

DALLAS (BP)- Beginning in 
January, blind Texas Baptists will 
receive their copy of the Baptist Stan
dard, journal of the Baptist General Con
vention of Texas, on tape.

Through a special arrangement be
tween the Standard and the church 
ministries section of the BGCT, a 
cassette tape will be provided free of 
charge to the blind.

The tapes will be narrated by Carl 
Singer, manager of KCBI radio station, 
and will contain unedited readings of “a 
variety of the most prominent articles” 
from each week’s newspaper, says 
Robert Parrish of the BGCT church 
ministries section.

“We’re committed to ourselves in 1982 
to take the total cost and we hope to con
tinue that,” Parrish said. “If we do have 
to ask for subscription fees in the future, 
we’ll have a church pay it for the sub
scriber.”

Texas is the fourth Baptist convention 
to begin such a service for the blind. 
South Carolina began the program about 
two years ago, and now North Carolina 
and Arkansas provide such a taped 
newspaper.
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Evangelistic TV pilot 
tested in five markets

By Greg Warner
FORT WORTH, Tex.(BP)- The 

Southern Baptist Radio and Television 
Commission is issuing an “Invitation to 
Life’’ in five cities during January test 
marketing of a preaching program by 
that name.

Broadcasts of the pilot for the pro
posed American Christian Television 
System are both an evangelistic effort 
for Baptists in the five areas and a test of 
the show’s effectiveness for the commis
sion. This small-scale test marketing is 
in preparation for full-scale, weekly air
ing of “Invitation to Life’’ when the 
ACTS network becomes operational next 
year.

For the pilot, revival services were 
videotaped at Central Baptist Church, 
Magnolia, Ark., and North Phoenix Bap
tist Church, Phoenix, Ariz. Services 
were combined with short feature 
segments about church members and 
edited into the four half-hour broadcasts.

The finished program is being aired on 
four consecutive Fridays in Atlanta: 
Thursdays in Asheville, N.C., Bakers
field, Calif., and Midland-Odessa, Tex.: 
and Mondays in Orlando, Fla.

Led by associational mission direc
tors, Baptists in each of these areas have 
been organizing telephone counseling 
and viewing groups in local churches to 
make these test broadcasts an evangel
istic outreach.

The telephone counseling will be 
handled in a unique way developed by 
Ben Loring, the RTVC’s vice-president 
for counseling services. Each area will 
have at least one local telephone 
number, such as the associational office, 
where relay operators will answer calls 
from viewers who respond to the show’s 
evangelistic appeal.

The operator will record the caller’s 
name and phone number, then relay the

Interfaith worker honored
at banquet on retirement

ATLANTA (BP)- A framed 13th cen
tury Bible manuscript in Latin quoting 
Jesus’ prayer for unity was presented to 
C. Brownlow Hastings of the Southern 
Baptist Home Mission Board interfaith 
witness department by Catholic bishop 
James Niedergesus during a retirement 
dinner for Hastings.

The Nashville bishop was one of a long 
string of Catholic, Greek Orthodox, and 
Southern Baptist leaders who paid 
tribute to Hastings for his contributions 
to improved relations between Baptists 
and other religious groups during the 
dinner.

Hastings retired Dec. 31 after 11 years 
as associate in the department. He has 
been responsible for Baptist relation
ships with Catholics and Greek Or
thodox.

In presenting the manuscript of the 
16th, 17th, and 18th chapters of the gospel 
of John found in a French monastery, 
Bishop Niedergesus quoted from Jesus* 
prayer for unity in John 17:20-21, saying 
the prayer was especially appropriate to 
honor Hastings.

In that prayer, Jesus said: “I do not 
ask in behalf of these alone, but for those 
also who believe in Me through their 
word; that they may all be one, even as 
Thou, Father, art in Me and I in thee, 
that they also may be in Us, that the 
world may believe that Thou didst send 
Me” (New American Standard Version).

Bishop Niedergesus, the liaison with 

information to a trained counselor 
waiting at home. Using his own phone, 
the counselor then telephones the viewer 
to offer decision counseling and later 
reports back to the central office.

Loring said this method will not only 
save the cost of a large phone bank or 
WATS line, but also will center the 
counseling in local churches and utilize 
trained lay workers. In addition, a 
follow-up strategy will be used in each 
area.

In another effort to use the broadcasts 
evangelistically, the associational direc
tors are encouraging churches and their 
members to organize viewing groups. 
The groups will be of two types: home 
viewing groups and age/interest groups.

Church members are forming groups 
in their home by inviting lost or un
churched neighbors, friends or relatives 
to view the program, which will provide 
a witnessing opportunity. The age/in
terest groups will be conducted at local 
churches for a specific group of people 
each night, such as youth, church pros
pects and single adults.

“Invitation to Life’’ is the latest of the 
television pilots designed to be used on 
the ACTS network of low-power stations. 
The RTVC will furnish programming by 
satellite transmission. Applications for 
the stations are awaiting action by the 
Federal Communications Commission.

The RTVC also has begun work on 
pilots for a children’s show, a magazine 
program, and a sports interview show. 
Others are being planned.

As the network’s primary evangelistic 
effort, “Invitation to Life” will fill a 
strategic slot in ACTS’ weekly schedule 
of programming, said Jimmy R. Allen, 
commission president. It will be shown 
during prime time one night each week 
to offer Southern Baptists a regular 
evangelistic tool through television.

Southern Baptists for the National Con
ference of Catholic Bishops, praised 
Hastings for his role in seeking to help 
Baptists and Catholics better understand 
each other.

“Hastings has helped us to pray 
together, worship together, and dialogue 
together about our differences with 
honesty, openness, and mutual respect,” 
the bishop said.

Tributes to Hastings’ role in improved 
relations between Baptists and others 
were also brought by Homer P. Gou- 
menis, pastor of the Cathedral of Annun
ciation in Atlanta and ecumenical officer 
for the Greek Orthodox Diocese; Joe 
Witmer, associate director of the Roman 
Catholic Bishops’ Committee for 
Ecumenical and Interreligious Affairs; 
Joe O’Donnell, director of the Glenmary 
Missioner’s Southern Regional Office 
and representative of the Bishops’ Com
mittee of Ecumenical and Interreligious 
Affairs; and Gerald Palmer, vice- 
president of the SBC Home Mission 
Board.

Glenn Igleheart, director of the HMB 
interfaith witness department, pre
sented a plaque in appreciation for his 
service to the denominatin on behalf of 
the Home Mission Board. A bound 
volume of letters expressing apprecia
tion for his work was also presented by 
Lloyd Whyte and George Sheridan, HMB 
interfaith witness department regional 
directors.

NOT LETTING UP — Ralph West is retiring, but he will not stop telling Southern 
Baptists about missions. "People are just beginning to see and understand the 
meaning of Bold Mission Thrust. If any of us let up now, it will become another 
misplaced slogan.”

Personal involvement keys
West's 37 years of service

By Erich Bridges
RICHMOND, Va. - After two decades 

of doing missions, and nearly as long 
guiding others toward mission service, 
Ralph West is retiring.

But the special quality West and his 
wife, Frances, brought to their ministry, 
both as Southern Baptist foreign mis
sionaries and as mission representatives 
in the United States, will not cease.

“It’s the human touch,” says one 
longtime colleague. “Ralph and Frances 
have never gotten away from a mis
sionary’s interest in people, and they 
communicate it.”

The two South Carolina natives worked 
for 20 years in Nigeria before coming 
home in the mid-1960s, when West 
became one of the first regional person
nel representatives for the Southern 
Baptist Foreign Mission Board, counsel
ing prospective missionaries in the 
southeastern states from a home base in 
Atlanta.

Later he coordinated the recruitment 
work of furloughing missionaries in the 
region and kept in contact with former 
and emeritus missionaries living there. 
In recent years he has worked out of an 
office at Southern Baptist Home Mission 
Board headquarters in Atlanta, serving 
as a liaison between the two mission 
boards, and since 1977, as initial proc
essor of applications for Mission Service 
Corps, the boards* joint volunteer pro
gram.

But home visits have always been the 
Wests’ most effective ministry tool. In 
their various stateside assignments, 
they have visited hundreds of college 
students, seminarians, pastors, singles, 
and couples considering career or 
volunteer missions.

“The home is always the best place to 
make people feel at ease, and get them to 
open up,” West says. “And we’ve tried to 
share our experience as missionaries, 
our call, our mistakes, our own groping 
for God’s will.”

They have also spent a lot of time in 
the last year visiting folks at the other 
end of the mission spectrum - retired 
missionaries - to “let them know 
they’re not forgotten.”

The Wests used the same strategy in 
Nigeria, where they began their mission 
career in 1945. The couple handled 

evangelism assignments in several cities 
before settling down in Ogbomosho. 
where West taught missions and com
parative religion at the Nigerian Baptist 
Theological Seminary and advised 
churches in the local association.

Frances, meanwhile, spent untold 
hours visiting in homes in the city, joined 
by her husband in the evening.

“It helped us get into the flow of the 
community,” West remembers. “Worlds 
of people passed by the Baptist seminary 
and hospital in Ogbomosho and never 
knew what they were passing, who was 
there, or why they were there.”

In homes, the Wests touched lives, saw 
needs. They discovered blind family 
members “hidden away” in comers and 
back rooms. Blindness, like leprosy, has 
traditionally been considered a curse by 
many Nigerian tribes, with those 
stricken treated as objects of contempt.

The Wests gathered together a few 
blind outcasts and started a makeshift 
training school in the late 1950s, accept
ing financial and volunteer help when
ever it came.

“Once their families saw that these 
people did have minds and could learn 
and do things, they were proud and 
received them back into their homes,” 
says West. “It broke the curse.” It also 
produced numerous decisions for Christ.

During off-hours, they worked with 
other handicapped people, participated 
in Red Cross community projects, 
assisted Peace Corps volunteers. They 
encouraged young seminary students to 
reach out to the city, too.

“We tried to show them that there’s 
more to ministry than preaching,” West 
explains. “When you touch people where 
they’re hurting, they’ll respond.”

For their own retirement beginning in 
January, the Wests look forward to a lit
tle relaxation, and hope for service in 
some interim pastorates. But above all, 
they want to keep telling Southern Bap
tists about missions.

“People are just now beginning to see 
and understand the meaning of Bold Mis
sion Thrust,” says West. “If any of us let 
up now, it’ll become another misplaced 
slogan.”

Besides, he adds, “You just can’t get 
missions out of your system after more 
than 36 years.”
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BSSB language consultant 
says fields are not 'white

By Linda Lawson
NASHVILLE (BP)- “The fields are 

not white ... but they are ready for 
harvest” a specialist in Southern Bap
tist work among ethnic groups says.

Concepcion Padilla, general field ser
vices consultant with the Southern Bap
tist Sunday School Board language unit, 
made the comment as he emphasized the 
urgent need for Southern Baptists to 
share the gospel with the burgeoning 
ethnic populations in the United States.

Padilla believes Southern Baptist ef
forts must be targeted both to ethnic 
groups who study and worship in their 
own languages and to bilingual, bi- 
cultural persons who are second- and 
third-generation ethnic persons.

“I believe Southern Baptists for the 
first time are taking a serious look at 
reaching ethnics,” said Padilla, who 
noted that the paternalistic approach of 
earlier years is being replaced by 
leaders who are seeking serious answers

£ Citizen’s Corner J
■ft By Jerry M. Self 

Public affairs and Christian life
.L consultant

The Tennessee General Assembly will 
convene January 18 for the second half of 
the 92nd session. This session will be 
shorter than usual because two-thirds of 
their time was used last year on budget 
and reapportionment issues. Therefore, 
the assembly will probably be active 
only until the last week of March.

At least three gambling issues will sur
face for considera
tion. There will be 
an attempt to undo 
the law which out
laws pinball machine 
gambling June 30, 
1982. Also some de
cision will be made 
on whether Mem
phis and Nashville 
can hold a referen
dum on pari-mutuel 
gambling. And new legislation has been 
introduced to modify the law on charity 
bingo.

No doubt there will be heavy pressure 
on the legislators with respect to each of 
these gambling issues. Tennesseans 
would best be served if the General 
Assembly does nothing about the pinball 
law. In other words, let it alone and allow 
it to die this summer.

Pari-mutuel gambling need not be 
brought to life in the first place. The 
members of the assembly are being told 
they should simply give the people the 
right to decide.

Actually, if racetrack gambling comes 
to Memphis and Nashville, the people in 
surrounding counties will suffer 
economically and socially. There will be 
an increase in job absenteeism; there 
will be an increase in defaults on loans 
and other payments; there will be a drop 
in retail sales along with a loss in local 
and state sales taxes.

Therefore giving two counties the 
privilege of voting for racetrack gam
bling runs the risk of bringing harm to 
other Tennesseans without giving them 
an opportunity to vote against it.

The bill modifying the rules on charity 
bingo attempts to control bogus charities 
whose only aim is to make money by 
skirting the law. This issue is com
plicated and merits its own column. 
Watch for it in this space. 

to questions about how to reach ethnics.
Rapidly growing numbers of ethnic 

persons is one reason pastors and other 
leaders are realizing the need to reach 
them, according to Padilla. Eight states 
- New York, Rhode Island, Arizona, 
California, Colorado, Hawaii, New Mex
ico, and Texas - include more than 20 
percent ethnics among their populations. 
New Mexico is number one with 54 per
cent ethnics.

Padilla is both optimistic and 
“depressed” over Southern Baptist work 
among ethnics.

“I am optimistic because I see signs of 
us wanting to reach ethnic persons,” 
said Padilla. “But I feel depressed 
because the time is now, and we’re not 
geared up for now.”

Some of his optimism comes from the 
fact 609 Southern Baptist ethnic Sunday 
Schools have been started since 1977.

But some of his “depression” comes 
from his allegation that “we haven’t 
done anything about reaching" the 
largest group of ethnics: bi-cultural and 
bilingual persons. They can be reached 
by Anglo churches and ethnic churches, 
he says, but the most effective way to 
reach them is through bilingual and bi- 
cultural churches which are practically 
non-existent in the Southern Baptist Con
vention.

Padilla suggests one approach to this 
group may be to form a team of three bi
lingual, bi-cultural couples who will 
move into an apartment building and 
begin a Bible study group. “I believe in 
five or six years this group would sur
pass any ethnic church in the communi
ty,” said Padilia.

As part of Southern Baptist efforts to 
increase the denomination’s Sunday 
School enrollment to 8.5-million by 1985, 
six conferences are scheduled in 1982 to 
acquaint pastors and key leaders of 
ethnic congregations with outreach 
plans and strategies.

Sessions will be held in the languages 
of the leaders, including Spanish. 
Korean. Vietnamese, Rumanian, and 
Laotian. The conferences will be held in 
Houston (March 6), Chicago (March 20), 
San Francisco (March 27), Los Angeles 
(April 3), New York (April 17). and San 
Juan (April 23-24).

Church constituted
PORTO-NOVO, Benin- Ten believers 

constituted the first Baptist church in 
Porto-Novo, Benin, a city of 120,000, this 
fall. Southern Baptist Missionary Bob 
Couts, the church’s pastor, baptized the 
new church’s first believers on Easter 
1980.

Charity patient remembers, gives
An eastern Arkansas farmer who received charity services at Memphis’ Bap

tist Memorial Hospital 47 years ago expressed his appreciation with a check for 
$5,000.

“I’ve been thinking about it all these years and now I’m able to do it. I ap
preciate what the doctors and hospital did for me,” the grateful former patient 
said.

In a simple handwritten letter with the check enclosed, the 63-year-old soy
bean farmer explained:

“In the year of 1934, at the age of 16,1 was admitted to Baptist Memorial suf
fering from severe burns. I had previously been in another hospital and sent 
home because they could not heal me. There were few doctors that could suc
cessfully treat third-degree bums in those days.

“My family heard of a Memphis doctor that had done such work and con
tacted him. He arranged my admittance to Baptist Memorial and treated me. I 
was a charity patient.

“Please use the enclosed check in the best way.”
While praising the generosity of the donor, Joseph H. Powell, president, 

disclosed his institution currently provides charity medical care for an average 
of almost 100 patients a day at a cost of almost $6.5-million a year.

Hi
RECONSTRUCTION — Workers set a steeple base atop the new sanctuary of North 
Knoxville Baptist Church, Knoxville. The church is nearing completion of a 
rebuilding program, made necessary by a Thanksgiving 1980 fire.

Baptists note gains 
in Czechoslovakia

PRAGUE (EBPS)- Baptist church 
membership in Czechoslovakia increased 
last year, Union General Secretary 
Stanislav Svec reported to the annual 
conference which met in Prague.

Svec, who was recently elected as 
President of the European Baptist 
Federation Council, said the 3,975 
members represented a “small gain” 
over the previous year’s figures. Church 
reports showed 86 new Christian con
verts were baptized during last year.

As many as 700 people crowded the 
auditorium, balconies, and hallways of 
the host Vinohradska (First Baptist) 
Church during the conference sessions.

Theme of the conference was “Glorify
ing God.” Daily session themes were 
“Glorify God through fellowship ... 
through deeds ... through fruit . . 
through patient endurance of suffering 
... self-sacrifice ... unity ... and 
renewal of dedication.”

SWBTS names Seale 
placement director

FORT WORTH. Tex. - Edwin A. Seale 
has been named director of placement in
formation at Southwestern Baptist Theo
logical Seminary, effective Jan. 1.

Seale has been director of develop
ment at Ouachita Baptist University in 
Arkadelphia, Ark., since January 1980. 
In his new post he will be responsible for 
assisting students and alumni in finding 
“God’s plan of service in ministry,” ac
cording to Lawrence R. Klempnauer 
vice-president for student affairs.

Eight Tennesseans 
get NOBTS degrees

Eight Tennesseans were among the 110 
persons who were graduated from New 
Orleans Baptist Theological Seminary, 
New Orleans, La., at the Dec. 19 com
mencement.

Those receiving degrees were:
Wesley R. Eader, Memphis, master of 

religious education;
Donald Ray Ferguson, Chattanooga, 

master of divinity;
George E. Frye. Knoxville, master of 

divinity;
Robin Heath, Nashville, master of 

divinity;
Eric S. Hinson, Nashville, master of 

church music;
Harold Glen King Jr.. Nashville, 

master of divinity;
Kenneth E. Morrell Jr., Nashville, 

master of church music;
Stephen Lee Witt, Chattanooga, 

associate of divinity.
In its 65th year. New Orleans seminary 

is one of six theological seminaries 
owned and operated by the Southern 
Baptist Convention.

Argentine seminary 
gives 17 diplomas

BUENOS AIRES, Argentina - Seven
teen students received diplomas in 
December as International Baptist 
Theological Seminary in Buenos Aires, 
Argentina, held its 65th graduation exer
cise.

Nearly 150 students are enrolled at the 
seminary and more than 600 study in the 
seminary’s two theological institutes and 
10 extension centers scattered through
out Argentina.

Tennessean to preach 
at Ridgecrest in July

NASHVILLE- Peter McLeod, pastor 
of First Baptist Church, Chattanooga, 
will be the preacher at a Sunday School 
leadership conference at Ridgecrest 
Baptist Conference Center, July 24-30.

The conference, sponsored by the Sun
day School Board’s Sunday School 
department, is one of six scheduled for 
the summer of 1982 at Glorieta and 
Ridgecrest.
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Bible Puzzle
Answers on page 10

ACROSS

I City dweller (Gen. 13:12)
4 Wane
7 N.T. book: abbr.

10 Within: comb, form
11 Foie —
13 Home of the Syrians

(2 Sam. 10:6)
14 Snake (Rom. 3:13)
15 Character
16 Cheese
17 “A------ that speaketh 

lies” (Prov. 6:19)
20 Consumes
21 Land of Jephthah

(Judg. 11:3)
22 Less than life

(Matt. 6:25)
24 Patton or Arnold: abbr.
25 Tree that dried up 

(Mark 11:20)

28 Possessive pronoun
29 Worship
31 Brown kiwi
32 Disease of sheep
33 The fifth (2 Sam. 20:10)
34 ‘‘the diligent —”

(Prov.21)
35 Large cask
36 Old weapon
38 One of six

(Prov. 6:17; 3 words)
43 When they saw it, they 

rejoiced (Matt. 2)
44 Word of Jesus

(Mark 15:34)
45 Those in power
46 Fish
47 Trips
48 “—of the land” 

(Gen. 45:18)

CRYPTOVERSE

LVY QHCIICY UI RC ERKIKCTCB

IRLHH VKM QC KZZCVYCY UV PC

Today’s Cryptoverse clue: Q equals B

To change or correct 
your address...

Attach in this space your address 
label from the front page of your 
latest copy of the Baptist and 
Reflector. Please print your new 
address in the space provided 
below — including your ZIP code.

When changing your address, 
please give two weeks' advance 
notice.

Please send this information in 
written form, to insure accuracy.

All correspondence relating to your 
subscription should be accompanied 
by your address label from the Baptist 
and Reflector. If a label is not 
available, please write the 12-digit 
code from the top of your label here: 
111111111 aza

Address all requests to:
Baptist and Reflector 
Post Office Box 347 

Brentwood, TN 37027

Nome_________________________________  
Ptxjs* Print

Address_______________________________

City___________________________________

State______________ Zip_________________

49 Peter Gynt’s mother
50 Exact point
51 Day of the week: abbr.

DOWN

1 Medicine (Ezek. 47:12)
2 Mountain in Thessaly: 

Gr. myth.
3 “it is impossible---- 

him” (Heb. 11)
4 Heron
5 Above the eyes
6 Pacific island
7 “and Christ is—”

(1 Cor. 3:23)
8 Arab garments
9O.T. book: abbr.

12 "a — forth of strange 
gods” (Acts 17:18)

13 Beheaded (Judg. 7:25)
18 “The people which — in 

darkness” (Matt. 4)
19 Other apostles seen 

(Gal. 1:19)
22O.T. book: abbr.
23 3VW II area: abbr.
24 Large amount
25 "the------ came upon all 

men” (Rom. 5:18)
26 Apollo’s son
27 Wander
29 African wild sheep
30 “I have prepared my —” 

(Matt. 22)
34 Denary
35 Strong city (Josh. 19:29)
36 Rock
37 Sound
38 Himalayan monkshood
39 Body of water
40 Sate
41 Sloth
42 Ferrara ducal family
43 Baden

NOBTS to assist
Puerto Rico school

NEW ORLEANS (BP) - New Orleans 
Baptist Theological Seminary and the 
Baptist Home Mission Board will offer 
accredited theological education in 
Puerto Rico beginning in January.

In an arrangement worked out over 18 
months, New Orleans seminary will pro
vide curriculum for the Home Mission 
Board personnel currently teaching at 
Puerto Rico Baptist Theological Sem
inary in Rio Piedras. Direct involvement 
of New Orleans faculty members will be 
established later.

According to information from New 
Orleans seminary, it will have ad
ministrative, academic, and financial 
authority bf Puerto Rico seminary. That 
organizational structure satisfies the ac
creditation standards of the Southern 
Association of Colleges and Schools for 
extension centers.

The Puerto Rico seminary, through 
New Orleans’ school of Christian train
ing, will offer associate of divinity 
degrees in music, pastoral ministry, and 
religious education. Non-accredited 
diploma programs will continue in the 
same areas, as a continuation of the 
Puerto Rico seminary program.

The Puerto Rico seminary, which had 
36 students in 1978, had 74 enrolled in the 
fall of 1981, according to Ed Richardson, 
Home Mission Board director of work in 
Puerto Rico. The island school is under 
the direction of Miguel Soto who will 
serve as an adjunct faculty member for 
NOBTS.

Fulness through Christ
by Herschel H. Hobbs

“And of His fulness have all we re
ceived, and grace for grace" (John 
1:16).

The word for “fulness” appears only 
here in John’s Gospel. But it is used 
abundantly in Paul’s writings with 
respect to Christ. The Greek word is 
pleroma.

It was a key word in Gnostic philo
sophy, denoting the very essence of 
something. When used of God it means 
the essence of deity (Colossians 2:9). Ac
cording to the Gnostics the fulness of dei
ty was resident in God. But it was also 
distributed among subordinate created 
beings called aeons. These came out of 
God in descending order, each having 
less deity than the one above it. The 
lowest one had only a small portion of 
deity. When they encountered Christiani
ty, they identified Christ with this lowest 
aeon. In Colossians 2:9, Paul said that in

Devotional

Qualities of growth
By Jean Sorrell

An uncle, upon seeing his young 
nephew for the first time in a long time, 
said, “Johnny, how you do grow!”

“Of course, I does,” he replied. “I 
wouldn’t be real if I didn’t.”

If one’s conversion experience is real, 
he too will grow. 2 Peter 3:18 indicates 
the direction of that growth, “But grow 
in grace and in the knowledge of our 
Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ.”

Some attitudes such as criticism, 
jealousy, deceit, and pessimism will 
stunt the new Christian’s growth. Other 
attitudes such as appreciation, joy, faith, 
and optimism contribute to growth and 
should be cultivated.

Someone has said that appreciation is 
the best kind of motivation. An elemen
tary schoolteacher liked to write words 
of commendation on her students’ 
papers, and this had a profound effect on 
even her most troublesome student. One 
young minister of youth has a “brag” 
column in his monthly youth newspaper.

Joy is a common quest, and unlike 
pleasure, does not depend on outward 
circumstances. Christian joy is 
unquenchable and undefeatable because 
it has its source in God.

Frances Havergal had a habit of re
cording instances of God’s goodness to 
her in a record book which she called “a 
journal of mercies.” Therein she record
ed promise after promise which God had 
made and kept. Not in one word did God 
fail for “God is love” and “love never 
faileth.”

One of the most optimistic members of 
our church is a lady in her seventies who 
never lets a conversation end on a 
pessimistic note. Even in discussing high 
food prices, her reply is, “Oh, but think 
how good it tastes.”

When our boys were young, we meas
ured their growth periodically by mark
ing it on one of the door facings. Thus, we 
could tell at a glance how much they 
were growing. May our spiritual prog
ress be such that others can see at a 
glance that we are growing “in grace 
and in the knowledge of our Lord and 
Saviour Jesus Christ.”
—Mrs. Sorrell is the wife ofH. K. Sorrell, 
pastor of Brownsville Baptist Church, 
Brownsville.

Christ resided all the fulness of the 
Godhead in bodily form. This is the 
thought in John 1:16. Christ was/is the 
very essence of deity.

Furthermore, the Gnostics said that 
their adherents received more of this 
fulness as they advanced upward 
through their system. Thus not all had 
the same amount of fulness.

John says that the “fulness” is in 
Christ. And “of His fulness have all we 
received.” The Greek reads “we each 
one (pantes, “all” without the definite 
article) received.” When we believe in 
Him, He imparts to us His nature. Thus 
there is no gradation of fulness for Chris
tians as with the Gnostics. Christ is 
God’s Son; we become His sons through 
faith in Christ.

Furthermore, we received “grace for 
grace.” “For” renders anti; face to face, 
over against. The idea here is grace 
following after grace. We are saved by 
grace; we are kept by grace. When one is 
saved, God does not give him a ton of 
grace and tell him to use it sparingly so 
that it will last throughout life. Like man
na in the wilderness, He gives us a new 
supply of grace each morning, yes, an 
ever-flowing stream of grace out of His 
inexhaustible supply. Thus, we can say 
in evepr experience of life that “God’s 
grace is sufficient” (2 Corinthians 12:9).

Foundation

Needed: a check-up
By Jonas L. Stewart

A regular physical checkup is a 
necessity if one is to be sure about his 
health. Many people' put off this impor
tant matter until it’s too late to make cor
rections that might have been of minor 
concern if it had been detected earlier.

One’s estate plans also need a regular 
check-up. Such plans include a will, an
ticipated gifts, investments, income, and 
insurance. Recent tax reforms make a 
close scrutiny necessary if there is to be 
a certainty about proper administration 
of assets.

One central item in wise estate plan
ning is a properly prepared will. Such a 
document prepared six month or more 
ago could be completely out of date. A 
competent professional should be con
sulted as to its relevance to recent 
changes in tax consequences and related 
distribution of assets. Provision for one’s 
spouse could be severely restricted 
under some circumstances because of 
these changes. One should always make 
sure the Lord’s work is properly included 
in a will.

Many people have insurance policies 
that need to be revised. For instance, a 
policy taken out years ago to protect a 
young family or one’s spouse may no 
longer be needed for these purposes. It 
will be a part of the taxable estate. It 
could be given to your Foundation in 
trust, thus avoiding estate tax and pro
vide income for some Christian cause 
such as Christian education, child care, 
or other mission programs.

Call or write the Tennessee Baptist 
Foundation for assistance in finding 
direction to correcting these and other 
items that need attention. If we cannot 
help, we can tell you how to get help. 
There is no obligation incurred by this 
contact. Your heirs and the Lord could 
benefit from funds that would otherwise 
go for taxes and administrative costs.

Write the Tennessee Baptist Founda
tion, P.O. Box 347, Brentwood, TN 37027.
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Our People and Our Churches ...
PEOPLE...

Tumbling Creek Baptist Church, 
McKenzie, recently ordained Charles 
Johnson as a deacon. Allan Wooters is 
the pastor of the church.

South Seminole Baptist Church, Chat
tanooga, recently licensed Alan Brewer 
to the gospel ministry. Brewer, an at
torney and city judge of East Ridge, is a 
graduate of the University of Tennessee, 
Knoxville, and plans to enter Southern 
Baptist Theological Seminary, Louis
ville, Ky., in February. Bill Delaney is 
the church’s pastor.

Greg Pearson was recently ordained 
into the gospel ministry by Woodland 
Park Baptist Church, Chattanooga, 
where he is minister of music and youth. 
Wayne Barber is the pastor of the 
church.

Michael Lis was ordained into the 
ministry by First Baptist Church, 
Decatur, on Dec. 13. Lis is minister of 
music and youth at the church. William 
Henard is the church’s pastor.

Mr. and Mrs. Eugene Webb recently 
celebrated their 50th wedding anniver
sary with a reception at First Baptist 
Church, Goodlettsville. The pastor of the 
church is David Moore.

Hillcrest Baptist Church, Clarksville, 
licensed Richard Drake to the gospel 
ministry Dec. 9. Marvin E. Hines is the 
pastor of the church.

Chapel Hill Baptist Church. Milan, or
dained Tommy Jones, David Nelson, 
Charles Martin, and Edward McFarland 
as deacons Nov. 22. Barney Flowers 
presented the charge to the deacons, and 
Kenneth Sparkman, deirector of mis
sions for the Gibson County Baptist 
Association, delivered the ordination 
sermon. Wilburn Nelson is pastor of 
Calvary Hill.

Mr. and Mrs. John Wenger were 
honored on their 59th wedding anniver
sary, Nov. 15, at Big Spring Baptist 
Church, Cleveland. Wenger is the retired 
pastor of the church, and now serves as 
associate pastor.

A Dec. 13 reception at East Ridge Bap
tist Church, Chattanooga, honored Mr. 
and Mrs. Ollie J. Claiborne on the occa
sion of their 50th wedding anniversary. 
The couple are members of the church, 
where Tom Lovern is the pastor.

Mr. and Mrs. R. G. Harris celebrated 
their 50th wedding anniversary Dec. 27 
at First Baptist Church, Adamsville, 
where they are members. Gary R. Ken
drick is the church’s pastor.

list Church, Jackson, held a recent
ground-breaking service for its new 
building. On front row, from left, are 
Glen Aday, contractor; Alvin Gilliand, 
pastor; Mrs. Fount Wright and Marvin 
Goodman, charter members; and John 
Farrar, building chairman.

Terry Moore was ordained into the 
gospel ministry Dec. 23 by Calvary Bap
tist Church, Knoxville. Moore is a stu
dent at Southwestern Baptist Theologi
cal Seminary, Fort Worth, Tex. Bob 
Burch is the pastor of the church.

Mr. and Mrs. Cecil Mead celebrated 
their 50th wedding anniversary Dec. 5 at 
Park Avenue Baptist Church, Memphis, 
where they are members. Louis W. 
Belva is pastor at Park Avenue.

Mr. and Mrs. W. D. Pittman 
celebrated their 51st wedding anniver
sary Nov. 28. The Pittmans are members 
of Skyview Baptist Church, Memphis, 
where Sonny Simpson is pastor.

Mr. and Mrs. Harold D. Clark were 
honored on the occasion of their 50th 
wedding anniversary Dec. 27. The couple 
are members of Inglewood Baptist 
Church, Nashville, where Kerney L. 
Bailey is pastor.

CHURCHES...
East Union Baptist Church, Jackson, 

had a ground-breaking service Jan. 3 in 
anticipation of the building of a new 
Christian Life Center. Calvin Moore is 
the pastor of the church.

A recent note-burning service held at 
Hollywood Baptist Church, Memphis, 
symbolized the end of the church’s debt 
for its building and property. Par
ticipating in the service were M. C. Bar
ton, pastor; Thurman Prewett, Shelby 
Baptist Associaton director of education 
and promotion; Kenneth Meredith, 
building chairman; Wayne Massey, 
finance chairman; and Joe Massey, 
deacon chairman.

Jan. 10 was the final day for Calvary 
Baptist Church, Jackson, to meet in its 
present location. The building was sold 
and the congregation will meet at 
Jackson’s Union University until the new 
church facility is completed at another 
location. Paul B. Clark is the church’s 
pastor.

LEADERSHIP...
W, Truman Woods retired from the 

pastorate of Black Oak Ridge Baptist 
Church, Knoxville, Dec. 31. Woods is a 
former pastor of churches in Tennessee 
and Kentucky, and is a former modera
tor of the Midland Association of Bap
tists.

Brook Hollow Baptist Church, Nash
ville, called Woody Parker to join its 
staff as minister of education. Parker, 
who will begin the ministry Jan. 15, 
came to the church from Lincoya Hills 
Baptist Church in Nashville, where he 
was also minister of education. He is a 
graduate of East Tennessee State Uni
versity, Johnson City, and Southwestern 
Baptist Theological Seminary, Fort 
Worth. John B. Daley is the pastor at 
Brook Hollow.

Mark Ashworth recently accepted a 
call from East Brainerd Baptist Church, 
Chattanooga, to come as minister of 
youth. Ashworth, a student at the 
University of Tennessee at Chattanooga, 
was licensed to the ministry Nov. 15 by 
Brainerd Baptist Church, also of Chat
tanooga. Thomas E. Terry is pastor of 
East Brainerd.

Green Hills Baptist Church, Collier
ville, recently called Bob Carpenter as 
interim pastor.

Oakville Memorial Baptist Church, 
Memphis, recently called Kyle Hauth as 
minister of youth and Ken James as 
minister of music. James Roberts is the 
church’s pastor.

W. Luther Carlisle accepted a call 
from Cottonwood Heights Baptist 
Church, Memphis, to come as interim 
pastor.

Louis O. Ball was named pastor 
emeritus of Fort Hill Baptist Church, 
Knoxville, Dec. 13. Ball recently retired 
from the church after 29 years as its 
pastor. Michael David Singleton is the 
present pastor.

Springfield Baptist Church, Spring- 
field, called Edwin Hollis to come as 
minister of music and youth, a position 
he began Jan. 6. Hollis came to the 
church from First Baptist Church, Hip- 
ley. A native of Memphis, Hollis is a 
graduate of Belmont College, Nashville, 
and Southwestern Baptist Theological 
Seminary, Fort Worth, Tex. Jerry D. 
Oakley is the pastor at Springfield.

Earl Stroup resigned as minister of 
education and youth of Manley Baptist 
Church, Morristown, effective Jan. 15. 
Stroup plans to return to public educa
tion. Richard H. Emmert is the church’s 
pastor.

Judson Baptist Church, Nashville, 
called Phil Tailant to join its staff as 
minister of education. Tailant began his 
responsibilities with the church Dec. 6. 
H. Raymond Langlois is pastor of the 
church.

Bill G. Bouchillon, chaiman of the 
department of psychology at Union Uni
versity in Jackson, was recently called 
as interim pastor of Poplar Grove Bap
tist Church, Trenton.

Mary’s Chapel Baptist Church, Ripley, 
has accepted the resignation of its pastor 
Danny O’Guinn, who was called to the 
pastorate of First Baptist Church, Hayti, 
Mo.

Ronnie Pruitt accepted a recent call 
from Springhill Baptist Church, Dyers
burg, to come as minister of music and 
youth. Kenneth Long is the pastor of the 
church.

Bill Rodgers resigned as minister of 
youth and education of Sullivan Baptist 
Church, Kingsport, effective Dec. 31. 
Rodgers will go to Upper Volta and serve 
in the hunger and relief project from 
February until May. The pastor of the 
church is Clyde R. Simms.

G. M. Thrower called 
to Brunswick pulpit

Brunswick Baptist Church, 
Brunswick, extended a recent call to 
G. M. “Mike” Thrower to lead the 
church as its pastor.

Thrower was previously pastor of 
Sunflower Baptist Church, Sunflower, 
and Thomastown Baptist Church, 
Kosciusko. While at the Sunflower 
church, he was chairman of the associa- 
tional steering committee for the Parch
man prison ministry.

A native of Columbus, Miss., Thrower 
is a graduate of Mississippi College, Clin
ton, Miss., and New Orleans Baptist 
Theological Seminary, New Orleans, La.

Mike Holloway was recently called as 
assistant pastor of Rossville Baptist 
Church, Rossville. Lloyd Shelton is the 
church’s pastor.

First Baptist Church, Trimble, called 
Don McCulley as interim pastor.

Kenneth Schetter has been called as in
terim pastor of Cave Hill Baptist Church, 
Newport.

Brentwood Baptist Church, Brent
wood, called Gayle S. Haywood as 
minister of preschool and children, a 
position she began Jan. 3. Mrs. Haywood 
previously served in a similar position at 
Friendly Avenue Baptist Church, 
Greensboro, N.C. She is a graduate of 
Coker College, Hartsville, S.C., and 
Southeastern Baptist Theological Semi
nary, Wake Forest, N.C. William G. 
Wilson is pastor at Brentwood.

Brainerd Baptist Church, Chat
tanooga, called Kay Westbrook as 
minister to children/preschool. Miss 
Westbrook, a native of Alabama, is a 
graduate of Southwestern Baptist 
Theological Seminary, Fort Worth, Tex., 
and the University of Alabama, Univer
sity, Ala. The pastor of the church is Win
ford L. Hendrix.

REVIVALS ...
First Baptist Church, Columbia, was 

recently led in a revival by Jerry Songer, 
pastor of Central Baptist Church, Chat
tanooga. There were 17 additions to the 
church with additional decisions made 
during each service. Harold Smith is the 
church’s pastor.

Hopewell Baptist Church, Maryville, 
was led in a revival by Elmer Sharp as 
evangelist. Pastor Kenneth Holder 
reported four professions of faith and 
five new members during the services.

END OF DEBT — Trustee chairman 
David Pugh, left, and Pastor Alvin 
Gates, burned the note held against 
Haley's Grove Baptist Church, Crab Or
chard, during a recent church 
ceremony.

Virgil Peters returns 
to Athens area work

Virgil R. Peters, who recently re
signed as pastor of Johnson City’s Unaka 
Avenue Baptist Church, has returned to 
Athens as pastor of Antioch Baptist 
Church.

Peters was previously in Athens as 
pastor of Central Baptist Church. He is 
also a former pastor of First Baptist 
Church, Franklin; Falling Water Baptist 
Church, Chattanooga; First Baptist 
Church, Dayton; and Saturn Drive Bap
tist Church, Nashville.

A past member of the Executive Board 
of the Tennessee Baptist Convention, 
Peters has served on the board of direc
tors of the Tennessee Baptist Children's 
Homes, president of the state pastors’ 
conference, and director of Tennessee 
Baptist Service Corporation. He is 
presently a trustee for Baptist Hospital, 
Nashville.
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How to handle offenses
By Jerry Oakley, pastor 

Springfield Baptist Church, Springfield 
Matthew 18:1-35
Matthew 18:1-4, 7-9, 15-17, 21-22

Basic Passage:
Focal Passages:
Matthew 18 is a very important 

chapter for the Christian. It approaches 
personal relationship from two perspec
tives - first, from the position of 
greatness: Who shall be great? What 
composes greatness?; and, second, from 
the perspective of forgiveness: What are 
the boundaries of forgiveness?

Do these two things go together? They 
do in the mind of 
Christ. In His think
ing the great man is 
a forgiving man. To 
be a forgiving man 
demands those qual
ities God wants His 
people to possess.

Let us look at 
Jesus’ concept of 
greatness (18:1-10).
The disciples intro- Oakley 
duced this teaching with a question that 
reveals they have totally misunderstood 
the kingdom of God. Jesus confronts 
them with the fact that if they do not 
change their attitude, they will not enter 
the kingdom.

Teaching them by the means of an 
acted parable, He calls a child to sit in 
their midst. Jesus then states, “Except 
ye be converted, and become as little 
children, ye shall not enter the Kingdom 
of heaven.’’ To be “converted” means to 
turn in a different direction. It carries 
within its meaning the idea of reversing 
your life’s basic attitudes and objectives. 
To “become as little children” means to 
be humble, to deal with life at a level of 
profound simplicity, and to be sub
missive.

A child is humble and realizes his im
perfection. He is willing to be corrected 
and instructed in order that he may 
develop. A man must become aware of 
his sin and imperfection and be willing to 
alter his course of life before God can 
make him the person he has the potential 
to be.

A child meets life with a profound 
simplicity. A child is open and expresses 
himself freely, readily, and naturally. 
There is no duplicity. “What you see is 
what you get.” People often move into 
complexities in their thinking to conven
iently mask the compromising of their 
Christian principles.

A child is submissive. The child yields 
to the touch of loving hands. So must the 
individual yield to the touch of God’s lov
ing hands. The child instinctively trusts 
his parents to provide for his needs. So 
must individuals turn to God to provide 
for their needs.

The disciples were looking for a 
kingdom with descending grades of 
power - king, officers of state, down to 
the common level of the people. Jesus 
was presenting a kingdom based on 
humility, simplicity, and submission. 
They wanted service: He thought in
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terms of being the servant. “Whosoever 
will be chief among you, let him be your 
servant” (Matthew 20:27). They were 
really asking, “What composes great
ness in the kingdom?” He answered: 
humility, simplicity, and submission. 
The willingness to become as a child 
brings greatness. This is still the answer 
Jesus gives for our world.

Now let us consider Jesus’ teaching 
about forgiveness (18:15-17). Seldom do 
we relate greatness and forgiveness. We 
should, for they are intimately related, 
for the final proof of greatness is the 
ability to forgive.

In our verses Jesus indicates some 
necessary conditions for the forgiveness 
and restoration of fellowship for es
tranged Christians. He places the burden 
for restoration upon the person wronged. 
He demands a face to face personal 
exchange of feelings. Within these condi
tions Jesus outlines a four-step pro
cedure to be followed.

First, reconciliation should be at
tempted by those immediately involved. 
Second, if that is not successful, a com
mittee should be sent. Third, if these at
tempts fail, the offender is to be called 
before the church. Fourth, if all these ef
forts have failed, then the offender has 
excluded himself from the fellowship. 
Fellowship is not withdrawn, there is 
just the admission that no fellowship ex
ists. No where does Jesus allow a legal
istic, condemnatory approach.

Even after the four-step procedure is 
exhausted the effort for reconciliation 
should continue. Jesus would have said, 
“I have known heathens and publicans 
and some have been led into the fel
lowship.” We should never cease our ef
forts to “gain” (a commercial term 
which deals wth profit and loss) our 
brother.

This “never-give-up” attitude is rein
forced by Jesus when He answers Peter 
concerning the boundaries of forgiveness 
(18:21-22). Peter thought he was being 
very generous in his forgiveness. He had 
in mind the teaching of the Rabbis that 
one must forgive his brother three times. 
He takes the Rabbinic teaching, multi
plies it by two, and for good measure 
adds one time to the total. Peter ex
pected effusive praise for his generosity. 
Jesus answers in such a manner that 
there is no computable limit placed on 
forgiveness.

In conclusion, greatness reaches its 
highest expression in forgiveness. It 
requires that self be shelved and the 
spending of life in service becomes the 
Christian objective rather than the ac
cumulation of power. That this objective 
should bedome prevalent in our society is 
God’s wish.

“Whosoever will come after Me, let 
him deny himself, and take up his cross, 
and follow Me. For whosoever will save 
his life shall lose it; but whosoever shall 
lose his life for My sake and the gospel’s, 
the same shall save it” (Mark 8:34-35).
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Jesus as light
By Robert M. Shurden, associate professor of religion 

Carson-Newman College, Jefferson City
Basic Passages: John 1:1-13; 12:44-50 
Focal Passages: John 1:4-10; 12:44-50

A friend relates the story of a family 
who took the guided tour through Carls
bad Caverns. The guide, at one point, 
turned off the lights as he always does, in 
order to dramatize the darkness.

Almost immediately, the seven-year- 
old daughter became fearful and began 
to cry. But out of the darkness her 
11-year-old brother was heard to say, 
“Don’t cry, sister, there’s a man down 
here who knows how to turn on the 
lights.”
This contemporary 

incident illustrates 
one of the central 
messages about 
Jesus found in the 
New Testament. 
The Gospel of John, 
in particular, 
speaks repeatedly 
of Jesus as the light.
The writer correctly Shurden 
sensed that the light is something to love 
and the darkness is something to fear, 
and through his gospel he reminds us all 
not to cry, for there is One who knows 
how to dispel the darkness because He is 
the light of the world (John 8:12; 9:5; 
12:46).

When the Gospel of John was written, 
the perception of Jesus as the light of the 
world possessed special relevance. This 
concept had peculiar appeal to both the 
Jewish background out of which the 
Gospel originated and to the Graeco
Roman world to which it was addressed. 
In Jewish thought, God and light were 
closely connected. The Psalmist main
tained, “The Lord is my light and my 
salvation” (27:1), and the prophets 
described the coming messianic age as 
one in which “the Lord will be your 
everlasting light” (Isaiah 60:19). One 
responsibility of Israel, as the people of 
God, was to be a light to the Gentiles 
(Isaiah 42:6; 49:6; 60:1). Later, Jewish 
rabbis concluded that light was the name 
of the messiah. According to the Dead 
Sea scrolls, discovered in 1947, the 
Jewish community of Qumran spoke fre
quently of religious life as a struggle be
tween the forces of light and darkness.

Similarly, in the many Graeco-Roman 
philosophies and religious alternatives of 
the first century, divine reality was often 
described in terms of light and illumina
tion. One of these movements, which 
later came to be known as Gnosticism, 
possessed a negative view of the ma
terial world, pictured the world as the 
realm of darkness and the spiritual do
main as the realm of light, and ad-

Recreation magazine 
praised for coverage

NASHVILLE- Church Recreation 
magazine, published by the Southern 
Baptist Sunday School Board, has 
received special recognition from the 
Nashville committee of the International 
Year of Disabled Persons for its con
tribution to the disability emphasis.

The winter quarter 1981 edition of the 
magazine was devoted to recreation with 
special populations.

The magazine was selected by a panel 
of 12 judges representing various civic, 
social, and professional groups, for 
recognition during a reception con
cluding Nashville’s celebration of the 
1981 International Year of Disabled Per
sons.

vocated an escapist ethic. Hence, the 
apostle John utilized language promi
nent in the Old Testament and pagan 
religions, sought to affirm Jesus’ identi
ty as light, and emphasized the respon
sibility of loving service by those who 
experienced His revelation and salva
tion.

The two passages under consideration 
in this lesson introduce and conclude the 
first major division of the Gospel of 
John, a section usually called the book of 
signs (chapters 1-12) because it reports a 
unique record of the miraculous deeds of 
Jesus as He fulfilled His divine work. 
They may be viewed as describing: (1) 
the nature of the light (John 1:1-5), (2) 
the witness to the light (John 1:6-10), and 
(3) the response to the light (John 
12:44-50).

John’s initial reference to Jesus as the 
light occurred in the broader context of 
an identification of Jesus with the eter
nal and divine logos (Word). Jesus was 
the Word who created all of the material 
order (John 1:3). “In Him was life” (1:4) 
is the key statement in John’s prologue. 
The material world is a gift of God 
through Jesus who became the light by 
which humanity is directed to God. “The 
light ws the light of men” (John 1:4). 
The light shines for the purpose of giving 
people the means of recognizing the 
giver of life. He illumines our darkness 
concerning God and His world, and the 
darkness cannot put out that light (John 
1:5). Verses 9-10 conclude these em
phases: (1) the material world has 
worth, for Jesus became human, (2) 
humans have worth, for they can be 
enlightened.

Sandwiched between these verses are 
references to John the Baptist. The pur
pose of verses 6-8 is to dramatize the 
superiority of Jesus as the light and the 
responsibility of a human witness to the 
light. John was not the light, but he 
testified concerning it. Those of us who 
have seen the light by faith must help 
others to open their hearts to that light.

After beginning with a characteriza
tion of the light and the necessity of a 
human witness, John concludes the book 
of signs with an appeal to personal faith 
and openness to the light (John 12:44-50). 
Acceptance or rejection of the revelation 
of God in Jesus are options open to every 
person. Rejection of light brings judg
ment, continual darkness. Acceptance of 
the light provides vision of God and re
quires obedience to His nature. Herein is 
revelation, salvation, redemption, and 
hope.

As the little brother said, “Don’t cry, 
there’s one down here who knows how to 
turn on the lights.”
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life and work series
Lesson for Jan. 17

Relating to human leaders
By Ben W. Bledsoe, chaplain 

Memphis Correctional Center, Memphis

Southern seminary graduates 205 
at McCall's last commencement

Basic Passages: 1 Corinthians 3-4
Focal Passages: 1 Corinthians 3:1-11; 4:1

Churches get the leaders they deserve. 
As in marriage, each makes his or her 
contribution to the relationship and each 
is affected by the other. Great churches 
have great leaders, and great leaders 
have great churches. One is never sure 
which comes first.
Churches occasion- 

ally have problems 
with leadership. ■
Paul admitted that W? 4 y' w
the immediate occa- X
sion for this letter 
was a division 1
among the member- . J 
ship over ministers K I 4 
(1:11-12). Apparent- . 
ly their former min- Bledsoe 
isters each had different styles, or em
phasized different parts of the gospel, or 
appealed to different persons. As a result 
each group called on the name of each 
minister as the champion of their cause 
to the opposition of other groups. This 
kind of party spirit erodes harmony and 
is an evidence of worldliness (3:4).

The leader as servant
The ministry in a church is not a place 

for limelight seekers, crowd pleasers, or 
egotists. Paul said leaders were servants 
(3:5 and 4:11). His word echoes Jesus’ 
teaching in Mark 10:42-45. The servant’s 
place is to follow the directions of his 
master. All members of the church are 
servants with different responsibilities, 
given by the Lord, for a variety of 
ministries (see Ephesians 4:11 and 1 Cor
inthians 12). The whole church, including 
the leadership, looks to Jesus for direc
tion. He is the head, the title holder. The 
church belongs to Him. Ministers in the 
church are under His control.

The leader as steward
The unique responsibility of ministers 

is to faithfully dispense divine truth. A 
steward holds valuable assets of another 
in trust. The steward is to act as the 
owner’s representative. Such a respon
sibility requires careful knowledge of his 
master’s will, and accurate awareness of 
the worth of the property. God’s 
stewards are required to be faithful in 
their knowing the Lord’s will and the 
proclamation of His Word.

The leaders as a team
Ministers serve a church at different 

times. A church experiences different 
needs at different stages of its develop
ment. The same minister would likely be 
unable to meet the different needs of a 
church moving through various stages of 
growth. Arguments as to whether one 
minister is more or less commendable 
than another is counterproductive. Each 
minister has his place under God’s direc-

Baptist named officer 
in Brazil government

SAO PAULO, Brazil (EBPS)- The 
new administrative secretary for the 
state government here is Fausto Rocha, 
a deputy who also is a Baptist.

But Rocha told 0 Jornal Bautista, 
weekly organ of the Brazilian Baptist 
convention, that he is not the only 
evangelical trying to represent Christ 
while serving in public office.

“In many municipal chambers, 
legislative assemblies and in the na
tional Congress, there are those who are 
salt of the earth and light of the world,” 
he said.

-2
tion for the ultimate good of the church. 
Glory and praise belong to Jesus, not the 
respective leaders of a church (3:6 and 
1:31).

The best example of ideal leadership is 
Jesus. He describes Himself in John 
10:11-16 as the Good Shepherd. “Shep
herd” and “pastor” are the same word 
in Greek. He shows a contrast between 
the true shepherd and the hireling - one 
loves the sheep; the other loves his 
wages. One gives his life for the sheep; 
the other runs away from danger. The 
sheep know the difference between the 
shepherd and a stranger. Pastors have 
no better model for ministry than the 
Good Shepherd.

The church where I am a member is in 
the interim period between pastors. We 
lost an excellent man we all loved and 
hated to see go, but he felt his work with 
us was done and God had something for 
him to do elsewhere. We are confident 
that God will lead us to the right man to 
pick up where our former pastor left off 
and facilitate our growth through the 
next stage.

The natural tendency of church mem
bers is to compare ministers. The 
spiritual tendency is to give thanks for 
the servants God gives. The church is to 
love and respect the minister as God’s 
servant. We in the church are to love and 
respect our ministers, cooperate with 
them in our common tasks, pray for and 
with them as we serve together, and let 
them go when God moves them.

Rodriguez accepts 
BSSB editor post

NASHVILLE- Daniel Rodriquez, 
Baptist pastor from Miami, Fla., has 
been employed as an editor of Spanish 
materials at the Southern Baptist Sun
day School Board.

Rodriquez, a native of Cuba, has been 
pastor of Inglesia Bautista Getsemani 
church in Miami since 1961, when he 
moved to the United States. He is a 
graduate of Wayland Baptist College, 
Plain view, Tex., and attended Baptist 
Seminary in Havana, Cuba.

As editor of Spanish materials in the 
CPS language unit in the board’s Bible 
teaching division, Rodriquez will work at 
first on two curriculum pieces. La Fe 
Bautista (church training) and El Pastor 
Bautista (The Baptist Pastor). He will 
also work on other undated materials.
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LOUISVILLE, Ky. - Duke K. McCall 
presented an award to one of his first and 
best-known students and heard a 
message from his co-worker in world
wide Baptist causes during McCall’s 
final commencement as president of 
Southern Baptist Theological Seminary.

Acting on behalf of the seminary, Mc
Call conferred degrees upon 205 
graduates and presented the E.Y. 
Mullins Denominational Service Award 
to Grady Cothen, president of the Baptist 
Sunday School Board. Gerhard Claas, 
general secretary of the Baptist World 
Alliance, was commencement speaker.

The commencement, 148th for South
ern Baptists’ oldest seminary, was about 
the 60th for McCall. He will retire Feb. 2 
to become chancellor of the seminary. 
He was elected Southern’s seventh presi
dent in 1951.

Cothen was a member of the 1944 
graduating class of New Orleans Baptist 
Theological Seminary after McCall 
became its president in 1943. Since then, 
he has been a pastor, leader of Baptists

Hospital appoints 
communications aide

East Tennessee Baptist Hospital in 
Knoxville has named Mimi Ferrell to the 
post of assistant director of communica
tions.

She will help coordinate public rela
tions efforts, edit hospital publications, 
and work in media relations. She has 
been with the hospital since July 1981 as 
an editorial assistant.

Miss Ferrell is a recent graduate of the 
University of Tennessee, Knoxville, with 
a bachelor’s degree in communications.
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in California, president of Oklahoma 
Baptist University and the New Orleans 
seminary, and head of the Sunday School 
Board since 1975.

McCall noted the award to Cothen 
linked “the front-end and back-end” of 
his theological education experience. He 
said Cothen deserved Southern semi
nary’s highest award because of his “ef
fective leadership as pastor, Christian 
educator, and president of the Baptist 
Sunday School Board.”

Claas, administrative head of the 
worldwide organization of Baptists, 
challenged the graduates to find new, 
meaningful, and fruitful lives through 
the leadership of Christ.

OIKO& A PRACTICAL APPROACH 
TO FAMILY EVANGELISM presents 
the foundations, climate, and strat
egies tor “oikos" evangelism-shar
ing the Gospel in the home or with 
friends where there is little doubt of 
continued relationships of support, 
encouragement, and fellowship

A practical guide for pastors, 
church leaders, and family mem
bers, this book provides suggested 
plans, explanatory charts, and illus
trated resources for family evange
lism.

Ron Johnson is a consultant in 
family evangelism. The Home Mis
sion Board. Atlanta. Georgia Joseph 
W. Hinkle is secretary. Family Min
istry Department. The Sunday School 
Board, Nashville. Tennessee: and 
Charles M. Lowry is director. Church 
Development Division. Louisiana 
Baptist Convention, Alexandria, 
Louisiana.

Paper. $3.95

At you» Baptist Book Store

EROADMAN
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'Old folks' return to foreign mission field
By Erich Bridges

RICHMOND, Va.(BP) — When Charles 
and LaVerne Tope resigned as Southern 
Baptist foreign missionaries in 1974 after 
14 hectic years in eastern Africa, they 
looked forward to a long, quiet pastoral 
ministry in the United States before 
retirement.

But the Lord, Tope says, had other 
plans. “So we ‘old folks’ are going back,” 
he says. In December the Southern Bap
tist Foreign Mission Board reappointed 
the Topes for mission service in Kenya.

Tope, now 55, became pastor of North
west Baptist Church in Oklahoma City, 
Okla., shortly after the couple returned 
from Kenya in 1974. For the previous 
decade and a half (except for a year 
when he was pastor of First Baptist 
Church. Biloxi. Miss.), the two Missouri 
natives evangelized, started churches, 
and trained Baptist leaders in Tanzania, 
Uganda, and Kenya.

“At the time we came home, we defi
nitely felt we wouldn’t be going back,” 
Tope says. “And from a human stand
point, I honestly feel that we could happi
ly and very comfortably spend the rest of 
our ministry at Northwest.”

The Topes enjoy close personal bonds 
with many at Northwest church (where 
membership nears 3,000), and they have 
led the congregation to play a leading 
role among Oklahoma churches in sup
porting home and foreign missions. They 
also treasure time spent with their three

Georgia to keep 
female chaplains

ATLANTA (BP)- The Georgia Bap
tist Hospital Commission will continue to 
employ female chaplains who are or
dained ministers, the commission told 
the Georgia Baptist Convention Ex
ecutive Board.

The commission’s report was received 
by the board “as information only.”

The issue of ordained women 
chaplains emerged during the 1981 an
nual meeting of the Georgia Baptist Con
vention, when Mrs. Troy Morris of 
Americus, Ga., made a motion that no 
ordained female chaplain be paid after 
Jan. 1, 1982.

Mrs. Morris’ motion was immediately 
referred to the hospital commission, and 
the commission included its decision to 
continue to employ women as chaplains 
when it reported to the Executive Board.

The commission quotes a legal opinion 
from its attorney, saying that federal 
laws against discrimination would not 
allow the banning of female chaplains 
who are ordained. The opinion also said 
such action could endanger hospital ac
creditation.

Baptists in Surinam 
use 'funeral' tent

PARAMARIBO, Surinam - An
ticipating large crowds for In
dependence Day celebrations Nov. 25, 
Baptists representing four churches and 
the United Baptist Organization of 
Surinam set up a large “funeral” tent in 
which to share their faith in God.

By the end of the day, they had 
distributed 1,050 packets and hundreds of 
pieces of loose literature, and witnessed 
personally to many passers-by.

The Christian literature distribution 
was the first such project for the newly 
formed association, though Southern 
Baptist missionaries in Surinam have 
used the approach frequently since 1973, 
according to Missionary Leo Waldrop.

RETURN TO KENYA — Charles and LaVerne Tope resigned as foreign missionaries 
in 1974 after 14 years of service. They were reappointed in December as mis
sionaries to Kenya.

children and two grandchildren.
So why are they returning to Africa?
“The Lord has spoken to us plainly 

through His Word and His Spirit,” Tope 
explains. “This is what He wants us to do 
with the last years of our ministry. And I 
think we have another 10 years in us.”

Two recent Africa trips helped accel
erate their decision. During the summer 
of 1979, Tope coordinated a Foreign Mis
sion Board relief project in war-tom 
Uganda, directing a team of college-age 
missionary kids in distributing food, 
medicine, and agricultural supplies.

Last summer the Topes visited Kenya

Partnership' works in Venezuela
By Bill Webb

RICHMOND, Va. (BP) - A door-to-door 
evangelistic thrust in Venezuela recently 
led 1,282 persons to make professions of 
faith in Christ in the bustling capital city 
of Caracas.

That thrust - an annual event called 
an evangelistic march - is a prime ex
ample of the vitality that has char
acterized Baptist work in Venezuela the 
past 17 years.

It is hard to believe that for six long 
years, from 1958 to 1964, the National 
Baptist Convention of Venezuela and the 
Southern Baptist mission were bogged 
down in a formal breach in relationships.

Though they had no official connection 
with the national convention during the 
six-year division, missionaries continued 
to work with individual pastors and 
churches. Isolated attempts to re
establish a working relationship with the 
convention failed.

J. Bryan Brasington, the board’s 
director for western South America, 
credits Charles W. Bryan, then field 
representative and now vice-president of 
overseas operations, with bringing 
Venezuelan Baptists and missionaries 
back together.

“One of the best day’s work he ever did 
was working to bring the mission and the 
nationals back to the ‘one work’ relation
ship,” Brasington says.

The “one work” relationship that has 
revitalized Baptist work in Venezuela 
since 1964 calls for Venezuelan Baptists 
and missionaries to work as partners in 
strategic planning and in determining 
how personnel, funds, and other re
sources will be used. 

to establish a scholarship fund for Bap
tist high school and seminary students in 
memory of their son Howard, who was 
killed in a 1980 construction site acci
dent.

Both trips reminded them of the des
perate human need on the continent, and 
the equally critical call for preachers 
and trained leaders.

Another compelling factor was Tope’s 
work as a Foreign Mission Board mem
ber representing Oklahoma. Since 1978 
he has filled posts on numerous regional 
and administrative committees on the 
board, including key overseas and 

Today, that relationship and a 
dynamic emphasis on evangelism have 
made Venezuela an often-used model for 
other Latin American countries. The 
benefits of such a relationship to the 
work are many, Brasington says.

Venezuelan Baptists involve them
selves more enthusiastically in pro
grams they develop themselves; the 
evangelistic march illustrates that 
dramatically.

The brainchild of national evangelism 
director Francisco Aular, the march in
volved almost 200 volunteers in personal 
witnessing. They converged on 5,000 
homes and shared their faith with more 
than 3,000 people in a two-week period.

For the first full week before they 
started, the volunteers participated in an 
intensive week-long training period. 
After the march, they worked with 570 of 
the converts who came to discipling 
groups.

Statistics confirm that national giving 
increases when planning and initiative 
for the national program are placed in 
the hands of national Baptists. Vene
zuelan Baptists doubled their 1980 
Christmas offering goal with total gifts 
of $197,674, or $39.35 per Baptist. That of
fering supports home missionaries in 
Venezuela.

The strategy also places greater em
phasis on “trusting one another,” Bras
ington points out.

Missionaries may feel at times that 
money budgeted for one purpose might 
be better spent for something else, but 
they must ultimately trust nationals to 
make their own decisions and be willing 
to work within that trust relationship. 
Missionaries assume a servant role.

budget-planning committee chairman
ships.

“I’ve been thrilled at the number of 
specialists we’ve sent out - doctors, 
nurses, dentists, agriculturalists, 
teachers,” he says. “But I’m appalled at 
how few preachers have gone. The more 
I thought about it and prayed about it, 
the more I realized that preaching is all I 
ever did. That’s my experience.

“We know the culture, the people, the 
language. Three weeks after we hit the 
field we can be at work.”

This time Tope expects to work as a 
church development advisor in and 
around Nakuru, Kenya, about 100 miles 
west of Nairobi. He hopes to start new 
churches, strengthen existing congrega
tions, and develop leaders, with em
phasis on the latter.

“I want to spend time with small 
groups of men, maybe one or two, and 
build Christ into their daily lives,” he 
says. “One thing we learned when we 
visited Uganda again was that the guys 
who just followed the missionaries, or 
looked for a handout, were the first to fall 
by the wayside when the persecution 
came.”

The Topes expect to leave for the field 
in February or March. Until then they 
are completing duties at church and 
“getting rid of a bunch of stuff.” Folks at 
Northwest are reluctant to let them go, 
LaVerne reports, but unanimously sup
portive.

“We’re not any happier about leaving 
all we have here than anyone else,” she 
says. “We love the church. We love our 
children and grandchildren. But neither 
do we feel that we’re making a tremen
dous sacrifice by going. It’s just part of a 
general call that we’ve got to respond to. 
God calls, and you fit into the plan.”

Missionaries and national Baptists in 
each of the other five western South 
American countries - Bolivia, Chile, 
Colombia, Ecuador, and Peru - are 
either moving toward “one work” or are 
already functioning in some stage of a 
unified work.

An obvious advantage of the “one 
work” approach is that if missionaries 
are ever forced to leave a country, the 
work will already be in the hands of na
tional Baptists and should continue with 
a minimum of interruption.

Missionary evangelist Roy Hawkins, 
from Oklahoma, believes Baptist work is 
stronger in Venezuela because of “one 
work.”

How much stronger?
“Strong enough not to split,” he 

answers, smiling.

New missionaries
arrive in Guinea

MALABO, Equatorial Guinea - Jess 
and Peggy Thompson, first Southern 
Baptist missionaries assigned to 
Equatorial Guinea, arrived in Malabo, 
the capital city, Dec. 17. With the help of 
Billy Bullington, the Foreign Mission 
Board associate to the director for west 
Africa, the couple immediately began 
looking for a place to live and begin 
work.

Thompson will work as an agricultural 
evangelist in the west African country 
impoverished by the 11-year rule of 
former President Nguema Biyoto Masie.

Spanish Baptists and Brazilian Bap
tists, who have said they will also send 
missionaries to the country, have not yet 
been able to place anyone there.


