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Program, theme announced for 1982 SBC
Over 15,000 messengers expected to attend New Orleans session

NEW ORLEANS (BP) - An abbreviated 
Southern Baptist Convention program 
June 15-17 in the Louisiana Superdome 
seeks more of the harmonious spirit that 
pleasantly surprised participants in the 
1981 meeting in Los Angeles.

Order of Business Committee Chair
man Charles G. Fuller, pastor of First 
Baptist Church, Roanoke, Va.. said his 
committee felt a “keen commitment to 
continue the spirit the convention had in 
Los Angeles and to build from that 
point.”

Of most interest will be the election of 
a president to succeed Bailey Smith, who 
will have reached his constitutional limit 
of two one-year terms. Smith, who has 

Blankenships leave 
Libya for Morocco 
TANGIER, MOROCCO (BP)- The Har

old Blankenships, Southern Baptists* 
only missionaries stationed in Libya, left 
that country Feb. 7 and have arrived in 
Morocco.

Their departure from Libya was 
delayed - as they moved through the 
process of securing exit visas - but they 
had no trouble actually leaving the coun
try, Blankenship said by telephone from 
Tangier, Morocco, Feb. 15.

With his wife, Dorothy, and their 
14-year-old son, Franklin, he flew from 
Libya to London, then on to Tangier, 
where they arrived Feb. 13.

“We thank the Lord we were able to 
get in the country (in 1965), and thankful 
we were able to leave,” Blankenship 
said. “We have appreciated the prayers 
of Southern Baptists.”

The Blankenships made their decision 
to leave Libya in December at the urging 
of the American government.

Blankenship had been pastor of the 
English-language Baptist church in 
Tripoli, Libya, since missionary appoint
ment 16 years ago. The couple has been 
transferred temporarily to Morocco, 
where they will serve until their next 
furlough begins in about 18 months.

A native Tennessean, Blankenship was 
born in Flag Pond and is a graduate of 
Carson-Newman College, Jefferson City. 
Prior to appointment as a missionary, he 
served in church staff positions in 
several Southern Baptist churches, in
cluding Unicoi Baptist Church, Unicoi, 
and Brainerd Baptist Church, Chat
tanooga.

The Blankenships, the first Southern 
Baptist missionaries to serve in Libya, 
have worked primarily with Americans 
living there. The English-language Bap
tist church was organized by a group of 
American oil company employees and 
military personnel three years before 
they arrived in 1965. American military 
personnel pulled out of the country in 
1970, but American oil company person
nel have remained until the present 
political unrest. 

had an eventful presidency, survived an 
unusual mid-term challenge last year 
and rallied the convention into harmony.

Messengers, elected by any of the 
35,600 Southern Baptist churches, will 
vote on a $106-mUlion budget for 1982-83. 
Other business, the presidental election, 
evangelistic rallies, and the convenient 
geographic location of New Orleans are 
elements expected to draw more than 
15,000 registrants and up to 25,000 par
ticipants to this year’s meeting.

Last year, concerted prayer and con
scious efforts by convention speakers to 
be conciliatory averted what many 
feared would be a meeting to further 
polarize the convention over Biblical in
errancy and alleged liberalism in con
vention agencies. The harmonious spirit 
of the Los Angeles meeting was the sub
ject of editorials in state Baptist 
newspapers for weeks.

“The spirit of the committee was very 
positive and prayerful,” said Fuller, in

Evangelistic effort to precede SBC
By Oscar Hoffmeyer Jr.

NEW ORLEANS (BP)- Baptists are 
making extensive plans to share their 
Christian faith with residents of New 
Orleans when the Southern Baptist Con
vention meets here in June.

Ron Herrod, pastor of First Baptist 
Church, Kenner, and chairman of “Bold 
Mission - New Orleans,” said approx
imately 5,000 ministers and laypersons 
from all areas of the country are ex
pected to participate in an adult 
evangelism effort June 12 and 13, prior to 
the convention meeting June 15-17.

A special youth evangelism program, 
also expected to draw 5,000 participants, 
will take place June 11-12. Evangelist Ar
thur Blessitt and Singer David Meece 
will lead a youth rally at New Orleans 
Municipal Auditorium June 11. The 
following day the young people, current
ly studying witnessing techniques, will 
move into suburban areas of New 

Tennesseans named to SBC program
Three Tennessee pastors have been named to participate during sessions of 

the June 15-17 Southern Baptist Convention in New Orleans’ Superdome.
Calvin Metcalf of Knoxville will lead the benediction at the conclusion of the 

June 15 afternoon session. He is pastor of Central Baptist Church of Fountain 
City.

Marvin Gibson, pastor of First Baptist Church, Cleveland, will present the 
Scripture reading at the opening of the June 16 night session.

Marion Barnett, pastor of Broadway Baptist Church of Knoxville, will lead in 
prayer at the opening of the June 17 afternoon session.

In addition, executives of SBC agencies based in Tennessee will present their 
agency report: Harold Bennett, SBC Executive Committee; Grady Cothen, 
Sunday School Board; James Walker, Education Commission; Hollis Johnson 
in, Foundation; Lynn May Jr., Historical Commission; Foy Valentine, Chris
tian Life Commission; and Rudy Fagan, Stewardship Commission - all of 
Nashville — and James Smith Brotherhood Commission, Memphis.

his first year on the program planning 
committee. “I’m not just saying that to 
be ‘appropriate.’ There was a real effort 
to keep the convention focused on its 
course of missions and evangelism.

“The exaltation of Christ kept coming 
up over and over again. We want to exalt 
Christ and not just a position regarding 
Him.”

Fuller said there was “very little” 
polarized communication to the commit
tee this year by elements in the conven
tion wanting to influence the program. 
He did say, however, he believes the 
spirit of the Los Angeles meeting will be 
tested.

An abbreviated program, with no 
Thursday night session, is the result of a 
resolution passed in Los Angeles that the 
1982 meeting make a definite 
evangelistic thrust in New Orleans. SBC 
Pastors* Conference President Ed 
Young, with SBC President Bailey 
Smith, initiated a Bold Mission Thrust

Orleans for house-to-house visitation, ac
cording to Calvin Cantrell, associate 
evangelism director for the Louisiana 
Baptist Convention and coordinator for 
the youth rally.

Adults will meet in the afternoon June 
13 at the Superdome to organize into 
teams and then disperse into inner-city 
residential and business areas for 
witnessing, Herrod said.

Billy Graham is scheduled to preach in 
the Superdome that night at a 7:30 evan
gelistic rally to climax the witnessing 
efforts of the two days.

Ed Young, president of the Southern 
Baptist Pastors’ Conference and pastor 
of Houston’s Second Baptist Church, said 
the June 13 night session of the annual 
Pastors’ Conference will join in with the 
rally when Graham preaches.

SBC-affiliated groups that traditional
ly meet before the convention are ex
pected to participate in the Superdome 
rally, and Herrod expects many city

Rally, with Evangelist Billy Graham as 
principal speaker, on the Sunday night 
preceding the SBC meeting and a youth 
evangelism rally the preceding Satur
day. The Graham rally is expected to 
draw 25,000 to the Superdome June 13.

Fuller explained that the Saturday and 
Sunday sessions fulfill the inspirational 
function traditional to the usual Thurs
day night session. To repeat another uni
ty rally on Thursday night would be 
“really too much,” he said.

The evangelism rallies, while an in
tegral part of the entire convention 
week in New Orleans, are actually 
separate from the SBC meeting itself. In 
a graphic display of cooperation, SBC- 
affiliated groups that traditionally meet 
on Sunday and Monday before the con
vention, have arranged their Sunday 
night sessions to be able to participate in 
the rally, which will start late enough

(Continued on page 3)

churches to transfer their Sunday night 
services to the Superdome.

The evangelistic thrust was prompted 
by a resolution passed at the 1981 conven
tion in Los Angeles asking for an 
evangelistic outreach during the SBC 
meeting in New Orleans.

Herrod said the Sunday schedule 
begins at the Superdome with bus cap
tains meeting at 1 p.m. Participants 
gather at 2 p.m. for materials and 
assignments to pre-arranged areas of 
the city. Buses will leave no later than 3 
p.m. and return to the Superdome by 
5:30 p.m.

Persons making visits will be organ
ized into teams. Each worker will be given 
materials including evangelistic tracts 
and information about Southern Bap
tists. Names of local Baptist churches 
will be printed on materials so people 
will have a specific place to contact if 
they are interested in attending church.

Preliminary planners noted that 2,500 
witness teams, each visiting five house
holds during the afternoon, could contact 
12,500 households. Statistics indicate the 
inner city of New Orleans has approx
imately 110,000 households.

Herrod said, “Obviously, the task is 
enormous and the potential is tremen
dous.”

Baptists of New Orleans, organized in
to various committees, are completing 
plans for a media promotion telling New 
Orleans about Southern Baptists prior to 
the convention.

A 30-minute special about the Southern 
Baptist Convention and the Superdome 
rally will be aired on the local NBC sta
tion the afternoon of June 13. The pro
gram was arranged with the cooperation 
of the Southern Baptist Radio and Televi
sion Commission.
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FMB seeks funds for orientation center
By Bob Stanley

RICHMOND, Va.(BP)- The Southern 
Baptist Foreign Mission Board has 
assigned Executive Vice-president Bill 
O’Brien the task of raising an additional 
$7-million needed to build its new mis
sionary orientation center near Rich
mond.

The action, announced at the board 
meeting Feb. 9, means O’Brien will be 
relieved temporarily of some of his 
duties but will continue as executive 
vice-president, President R. Keith Parks 
said.

Ground breaking for the new orienta
tion center is scheduled for May 11, with 
completion in 1984. The multiple-use 
facility will be used for debriefings of 
furloughing missionaries and for orien
tation of both missionaries and long
term volunteers.

The center will be built without using 
either Cooperative Program or Lottie 
Moon Christmas Offering funds. So far, 
some $2-million has either been pledged 
or received toward the estimated cost of 
$9-million.

Ray Spence, chairman of the board’s 
development council, said the group will 
continue to look for a full-time develop
ment director who can lead “the largest 
Protestant denomination and one of the 
wealthiest” in Bold Mission Thrust, the 
conventionwide program to share the 
gospel of Jesus Christ with all people of 
the world by the year 2000.

Spence said the primary job of the new 
development officer will be to seek 
“over-and-above” contributions from 
wealthy Southern Baptists who can be 
challenged to invest in Bold Missions.

In other actions, the board defended its 
policies on use of world hunger and relief 
funds and named two new associates to 
area directors for west Africa and 
Europe.

Board member Mark Corts of Winston- 
Salem, N.C., urged the board to do a bet
ter job explaining why interest from

CLC elects Sisk
to staff position

NASHVILLE (BP)- Ronald D. Sisk 
has been elected director of program 
development for the Southern Baptist 
Christian Life Commission, the moral 
concerns agency of the 13.7-million- 
member convention.
Sisk, who joined 

the staff Feb. 1, will 
have assignments in 
the areas of peace 
with justice, alcohol 
education and ac
tion, and the devel
opment of new pro
grams related to 
Christian social con
cern and action, Sisk 
according to Foy Valentine, Christian 
Life Commission executive director.

Sisk has been pastor of the Forks of 
Elkhorn Baptist Church in Midway, Ky., 
for the past two years.

A native of Texas who grew up in 
Arkansas, Sisk was a professor’s assis
tant at Southern Baptist Theological 
Seminary from 1978 to 1980 and before 
that was an instructor in history and 
political science at the University of 
Arkansas at Pine Bluff.

He is a graduate of New York Univer
sity, the University of Arkansas at 
Fayetteville, and Southern seminary, 
Louisville, Ky.

Sisk was a summer missionary to New 
York City and then served as a US2 home 
missionary in New York University in 
1971-72.

World hunger funds awaiting allocation 
is put into the general fund to offset ad
ministrative costs in Southern Baptists’ 
worldwide hunger and relief program.

While affirming the need for proper in
terpretation, Board Chairman Travis 
Berry of Plano, Tex., said such a pro
gram obviously cannot be administered 
without costs. “I have some very strong 
feelings that our stewardship has been 
excellent at this point,” he said.

Parks said some who criticize the use 
of this interest to offset administrative 
costs are unaware that many of the ma
jor relief groups “take 25 percent off the 
top for administration and promotion 
costs” before sending the remainder to 
the needy.

The board guarantees that 100 percent 
of Southern Baptist hunger and relief 
contributions is used for these purposes 
overseas. In addition to meeting im-

FMB reports 127,337 baptisms
RICHMOND, Va.(BP) - Overseas churches related to Southern Baptist mis

sion work baptized 127,337 believers in 1981, surpassing 1980’s record 110,032 
baptisms by 15.7 percent, according to Charles Bryan, Foreign Mission Board 
vice-president for overseas operations.

“Amid unstable world conditions, our missionaries in 1981 faced danger, 
change, and uncertainty, but results reveal that, working beside national col
leagues, they faced unprecedented opportunities to extend the kingdom of 
God,” he told board members last week.

Churches in African nations continued rapid growth during 1981. Nigerian 
Baptists reported more than 12,000 baptisms. Baptists of Uganda baptized 5,600 
new converts and actually doubled their membership. Baptisms in Tanzania 
grew from 2,700 in 1980 to 4,500 in 1981.

Overseas church membership increased from just under 1.3-million in 1980 to 
almost 1.5-million by the end of 1981.

Brazilian Baptists, celebrating a century of Baptist work in their country, led 
all Baptist groups overseas with 40,909 baptisms, Bryan reported. Baptists of 
the Philippines baptized 11,012 - one for every 3.5 members. South Korean 
Baptists baptized 8,828.

Evangelistic vitality resulted in the establishment of more than 2,600 new 
churches, missions, and preaching points overseas.

Knoxville, the form for the rectangular Baptist Pavilion 
center, on site of the 1982 World s Fair, was set during the

or January, ms me i-air s opening date of May 1 ap
proaches, Baptists are finalizing plans for an extensive 
ministry to visitors at the Fair.

that developed when world hunger giv
ing reached its peak-in the latter months 
of 1980.

David N. Mayhall, a missionary 
teacher at the Liberia Baptist Theo
logical Seminary, Paynesward City, 
Liberia, was named associate for 
English-speaking west Africa. He will 
take over part of the responsibility 
formerly handled by Billy L. Bullington, 
who beginning March 1 will be associate 
for non-English speaking west Africa. 
Both work under the supervision of John 
Mills, director for west Africa.

Mayhall will work with missionaries in 
Ghana, Liberia, and Nigeria. Bullington 
will work with missionaries in the 
French-speaking countries of Senegal, 
Upper Volta, Ivory Coast, Togo, Benin, 
Niger Republic, and Spanish-speaking 
Equatorial Guinea.

G. Keith Parker, associate professor of 
practical theology at Baptist Theological 
Seminary, Ruschlikon, Switzerland, will 
assist Isam E. Ballenger, director for 
Europe and the Middle East, as the on- 
the-field associate responsible for mis
sionaries in Europe.

Parks briefed the board on the finan
cial crisis many state Baptist papers are 
facing after a postal subsidy for non
profit mailers was eliminated Jan. 10. He 
urged board members and other 
Southern Baptists to stand behind their 
state papers in this time when postal 
rates have more than doubled for most 
publications.

Davenport accepts 
Elk River church

Donnie Davenport accepted a recent 
call from Elk River Baptist Church, 
Butler, to come as its pastor.

A native of Butler, Davenport was 
previously pastor of Fish Springs Baptist 
Church, Hampton.

Mayhill Parker
mediate hunger and relief needs, the 
board is initiating long-range communi
ty development programs which will 
“creatively and effectively channel the 
backlog of funds that has emerged” 
because of record Southern Baptist giv
ing, Parks said.

Board members and staff have been 
getting inquiries about the use of this in
terest and about a $4-million backlog
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SENIOR ADULT WORKSHOP — Scotty Shows (left) of Memphis and Gary Williams 
(right) of Jackson, talk with Horace Kerr, senior adult section supervisor of the 
Sunday School Board's family ministry department, during a recent workshop to 
train senior adult consultants.

Baptists seek to distribute
Gospels to Memphis homes

1982 Youth Conference
to feature Irwin, Henry

More than 100 churches in Shelby Bap
tist Association along with a group of 
Progressive and National Baptist 
churches will try during March to 
distribute a portion of Scripture to every 
family in Shelby County.

Gene Gafford, chairman of the 
Evangelism Committee of the associa
tion, said more than 5,000 persons will 
leave a copy of the Gospel of John in the 
273,000 homes during the four weekends.

Entitled “New Life for Memphis,” the 
Scripture portion features the skyline of 
Memphis on the front and back cover 
and the text of John 3:16.

In the back of the booklet are 10 selec
tions from the Psalms and a response 
card to the Shelby Baptist Association 
for persons wanting additional informa
tion.

Text in the front of the Scripture por
tion leads a reader through the plan of 
salvation and includes a place for re
cording a personal profession of faith.

SBC program.. .
(Continued from page 1)

(7:00 p.m. CDT) to allow the groups 
some meeting time beforehand.

“This is not a Pastors’ Conference ses
sion to which we all are invited,” said 
Fuller. “But this is a Pastors’ Confer
ence-sponsored event in which we all are 
asked to be involved.”

Responding to another observation 
that there is often too little time reserved 
for convention business, Fuller’s com
mittee set aside two full hours on the 
final afternoon. All business referred un
til that session should have ample time 
for discussion without being rushed 
through, he said.

The theme for the convention is “Af
firming Christ’s Bold Commands.” Dai
ly themes include Tuesday’s “Reach 
People,” Wednesday’s “Developing 
Believers,” and Thursday’s “Strengthen 
Families.”

There will be traditional doses of sing
ing and preaching with much of the 
music load carried by members and 
staff of First Southern Baptist Church, 
Del City, Okla., the church of SBC Presi
dent Smith. The Del City music director, 
Aubie McSwain, will lead the church’s 
Celebration Singers and Sounds of Joy 
orchestra and congregational singing on 
several occasions.

Other musical highlights include songs 
by the Centurymen, George Beverly 
Shea, and Kurt Kaiser. William E. Hull, 
pastor of First Baptist Church, 
Shreveport, La., will bring the conven
tion sermon.

Gafford said the project is part of an 
effort by Shelby Baptists to increase bap
tisms by 10 percent each year.

It is also a dimension of Bold Mission 
Thrust, the sharing of the gospel with the 
world by the year 2000, according to Gaf
ford, who is pastor of National Avenue 
Baptist Church.

Churches are paying for the Scripture 
portions they will distribute. Gafford 
said. They were published by Holman 
Publishing Company, an arm of the Bap
tist Sunday School Board.

Gafford said the committee chose the 
Gospel of John “because that’s the 
Gospel which particularly offers life to 
people.

“We chose the New American Stan
dard translation because it brings across 
the truth of the Scriptures more clearly 
than the traditional translations such as 
King James.”

To prepare for the large distribution 
project, Gafford said the county was 
divided into 27 areas by zip codes with a 
member of the planning committee serv
ing as captain of each area.

In instructions to the churches, Gaf
ford said the purpose of the project 
focused on people, churches, and God.

The goal is to bring persons to a saving 
relationship with Jesus Christ and to 
help them express that faith through 
baptism and church membership.

For churches, its purpose is to help 
establish a warm, caring image of the 
local church in the eyes of the people in 
the community, breathe life and vitality 
into the church body, and bring new per
sons into the fellowship.

The project also is to glorify God 
through the act of testimony of Chris
tians, Gafford said.

Mamie Dunn Rich dies, 
mother of Eura Lannom

Mrs. Mamie Dunn Rich of Woodburn, 
Ky., died Feb. 10 at Bowling Green 
Medical Center. She was 84.

Mrs. Rich was the mother of Eura 
Rich Lannom, long-time staff member of 
the Baptist and Reflector.

Funeral services were held Feb. 11 at 
Crafton Funeral Home in Franklin, Ky., 
with Terrance Freeman, pastor of 
Auburn Baptist Church, Auburn, Ky., of
ficiating. Burial was in Sulpher Springs 
Cemetery.

In addition to Mrs. Lannom, Mrs. Rich 
is survived by another daughter. Miss 
Helen Rich of Woodburn; two sons, Joe 
H. Rich of Franklin, Ky. and Evan Rich 
of Indianapolis, Ind.

Former Astronaut Jim Irwin, who ex
plored the moon in 1971, and Florida 
Pastor Jim Henry will be featured at the 
1982 State Youth Evangelism Con
ference, March 5-6.

Joining Irwin and Henry for the annual 
event, held at Vanderbilt Memorial 
Gymnasium in Nashville, will be 
Angelina Johnson, Miss Tennessee 1981; 
Susan Newman, Miss Carson-Newman 
1981; John Lee, a Nashville minister of 
music; and musicians from the three 
state Baptist colleges.

Irwin, who will speak at the Friday 
session, was lunar module pilot for the 
Apollo 15 mission, the first to utilize the 
“land rover” for moon travel. After his 
retirement from the U.S. Air Force in 
1972, he founded the High Flight Founda
tion, an interdenominational Christian 
ministry. He has spoken at colleges, high 
schools, churches, and civic group 
meetings in over 50 countries on behalf of 
the foundation.

Henry, pastor of First Baptist Church 
in Orlando, Fla., will provide the 
message for each session. He is a former 
pastor of Two Rivers Baptist Church, 
Nashville, which under his 12-year 
leadership grew from 150 to 3,000 
members. In his present pastorate, he 
leads a 4,000-member church in a varied 
program, including television and 
Spanish ministries.

Miss Johnson and Miss Newman will 
give testimonies during the conference. 
Miss Johnson, of Jackson, will represent 
Tennessee in this year’s Miss America 
pageant. She is a student at Jackson’s 
Union University, where she majors in 
art and secondary education. Miss 
Newman, of Louisville, studies business 
home economics at Carson-Newman Col
lege in Jefferson City.

Lee, minister of music at the Two 
Rivers church since September, will lead 
the music for the sessions. He is a former 
youth music specialist for the Baptist 
General Convention of Texas, and was a

Smith attends...

Reagan proclaims 
May 6 ’Prayer Day'

WASHINGTON (BP) - Southern Bap
tist Convention President Bailey Smith 
and other religious leaders met with 
President Ronald Reagan at the White 
House Feb. 12 and heard him declare 
that a nation that forgets God will not 
survive.

Smith was asked by the White House to 
attend the signing of Reagan’s pro
clamation declaring May 6, 1982, as Na
tional Day of Prayer, a custom dating to 
1775.

Reagan’s proclamation asks Ameri
cans “to join with me in giving thanks to 
Almighty God for the blessings He has 
bestowed on this land and the protection 
He affords us as a people.”

Smith and some 30 other leaders from 
the U.S. religious community joined 
Reagan in the Roosevelt Room for the 
brief ceremony. Besides inviting leaders 
from Protestant, Catholic, and Jewish 
groups, Reagan also asked some televi
sion evangelists to attend, including Pat 
Robertson and Jim Bakker.

Smith, who received one of only two 
pens Reagan used to sign the proclama
tion, said he told Reagan he is “proud of 
the job you’re doing” and is praying for 
him.

Smith said he believes Reagan is “gen- 
uninely interested in spiritual values.”

director, singer, and instrumentalist for 
the Continental Singers and Orchestra.

Special music will be provided by 
three collegiate groups, “Proclamation” 
from Union, “Something Special” from 
Carson-Newman, and “Belmont Rea
sons” from Belmont College, Nashville.

Several youth from state Baptist 
churches will also participate on the pro
gram.

According to Malcolm McDow, Ten
nessee Baptist director of evangelism, 
over 30,000 young people are expected to 
attend. Those coming from west and 
middle Tennessee, including Nashville, 
are asked to attend the main sessions at 
the gymnasium from 4-6 p.m. Friday, 
and 9:30-11 a.m. Saturday. Those from 
east Tennessee are asked to attend iden
tical sessions from 8-10 p.m. Friday and 
1:30-3 p.m. Saturday. The Saturday ses
sions will alternate with personal 
witnessing workshops, held at Nashville- 
area churches.

Recreation mini-lab 
slated March 19-20

A statewide Church Recreation Mini
Lab will be held March 19-20 at Henry 
Horton State Park, near Chapel Hill, ac
cording to Eleanor Yarborough, church 
recreation consultant for the Tennessee 
Baptist Convention.

The mini-lab will begin at 7:00 p.m. 
CST on March 19 and end at noon the 
following day. The cost for participants 
will be $20, which covers the overnight 
lodging and the Saturday morning 
breakfast.

The mini-lab is being designed for 
ministers of recreation and volunteer 
workers. Participants may choose from 
a variety of small group conferences, 
based on such subjects as fellowships 
and socials, retreats, fitness programs in 
churches, promotion and printing ideas, 
indoor/outdoor games, calendar plan
ning, and securing resources, supplies, 
and equipment.

“Attention will be given to strengthen
ing the impact of church recreation in 
the overall ministry of a church,” Mrs. 
Yarborough said. “Conference leaders 
will be available to meet with par
ticipants individually or in small groups 
to discuss personal concerns and 
ministry problems.”

The deadline for reservations is March 
5, and these can be made through Church 
Recreation, P.O. Box 347, Brentwood, 
TN 37027.

Marvin Hines' mother 
succumbs in Kentucky

Mrs. W. O. Hines, 87, died Jan. 29 in 
Paducah, Ky. She was the mother of 
Marvin E. Hines, pastor of Hillcrest Bap
tist Church, Clarksville.

Funeral services for Mrs. Hines were 
held at East Baptist Church of Paducah, 
where she was a 73-year member. She is 
survived by the Clarksville pastor, three 
other sons, and a daughter.
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EDITORIAL

Inaccurate RM 2493 petition resurfaces
An emotion-laden petition - based on falsehoods - 

has resurfaced in churches throughout Tennessee. 
Even the part of the petition that is based on truth is 
nearly seven years out of date.

The mimeographed, one-page statement (with a 
coupon at the bottom) states that famed atheist 
Madelyn Murray O’Hair has a petition before the 
Federal Communications Commission which would 
eliminate the broadcasting of religious programs on 
radio and television. The statement identifies this 
petition as RM 2493.

We are glad that our church members want to keep 
the gospel on these media. However, there is no threat 
whatsoever to prohibiting such programs before the 
FCC at this time.

Here are the facts:

In December 1974, two California men, Jeremy D. 
Lansman and Lorenzo W. Milam, filed petition 
RM 2493 with the Federal Communications Commis
sion. The petition did NOT ask the prohibition of 
religious programs, but rather asked the FCC to 
freeze the issuing of new licenses for additional 
educational television and FM radio stations to in
dividuals or groups planning to air only religious or 
quasi-religious programs.

Mrs. O’Hair had nothing at all to do with the petition 
- although she doubtless would have agreed with its 
request. She did NOT request a hearing before the 
FCC, and did NOT testify before the FCC concerning 
RM 2493. She did NOT present a petition containing 
27,000 signatures to the FCC concerning RM 2493.

On Aug. 1, 1975 — almost seven years ago — the 
FCC in a unanimous vote denied the petition from 
Lansman and Milam, thereby killing RM 2493.

Even if RM 2493 had been approved (which it was 
not), it would have had no effect whatsoever on pres
ent radio and television stations, nor on present or 
future religious radio and telelvision programs — 
such as broadcasting Sunday worship services.

Some of the inaccurate statements being 
distributed in our churches say that “her petition also 
protests the decision of the astronauts to read the

Bible as a Christian message to the world from their 
spacecraft while orbiting the moon in 1978.”

RM 2493 made no reference to astronauts reading 
the Bible in space.

You may recall that our astronauts did read from 
the Bible and gave us a Christmas message while or
biting the moon in 1968 (not 1978). Mrs. O’Hair did 
present a petition with 27,000 signatures to the Na
tional Aeronautical and Space Administration in 1969 
in an attempt to stop similar activities by astronauts 
in the future. She filed two suits against NASA. 
Federal courts TWICE in 1971 refused to hear an ap
peal on the issue — meaning that they did not desire to 
overturn the lower court decision against her suits. 
Mrs. O’Hair has stated publicly that she does not in
tend to pursue this issue further.

So, if this statement is being distributed in your 
church, PLEASE (1) disregard it, and (2) try to tell 
others to disregard it. To respond to this grossly inac
curate statement is a waste of postage, time, and in
fluence.

The tragedy is that our response to a long-dead 
issue will indicate to government officials and to 
others that you and your church are not aware of what 
is going on - that you are beating a long-since dead 
horse.

This will greatly minimize our effectiveness when 
we do speak out on a real issue.

Cicero’s 

comment
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of the Soathera Baptist Convention

By the editor
In thinking about Baptist educational 

institutions in the light of next Sunday’s 
Baptist Seminary, College, and School 
Day, I realize that I am a definite prod
uct of Baptist education.

The pastors and other church staff 
members whom I remember during my 
“growing up” days were graduates of 
Baptist schools. The impact which they 
had on my young life is immeasurable.

One event - which is directly related 
to a Baptist college - occurred during 
the summer after my freshman year in 
college. In August 1950 a youth revival 
team came to my home church. The 
personalities and commitment of these 
BSU students had an unusual appeal to 
the youth of First Baptist Church of 
Carrollton, Ga.

It was during that week that I made 
my public announcement that I felt God 
was calling me into some type of 
church-related vocation.

Of course, these students and their 
faculty advisor insisted that I transfer 
to their school, Mercer University in 
Macon, Ga. - even though classes 
would begin less than one month later. 
I made it, but just barely!

The next three years were very im
portant to my life, mainly because of 
the faculty and students.

Among the challenges that these 
years offered through BSU was the op
portunity to preach my first sermon, 
which was at the Bibb County Old Folks 
Home near Macon.

A BSU friend asked me to write 
feature articles for the Mercer Cluster, 
student newspaper. Several weeks 
later, I was appointed feature editor - 
my first editorial position on any 
publication. Later, I was to serve as 
news editor and then editor of that 
publication.

This experience and involvement led 
to a growing conviction that God 
wanted my service for Him to be in 
some phase of religious journalism.

After graduation from Mercer, I 
enrolled at the University of Georgia in 
Athens to study journalism. It was here 
that I realized another outstanding 
aspect of Baptist influence - a Baptist 
Student Union on a state university 
campus. Because of the large number 
of students, I quickly found that the 
best way to make new friends was at 
the BSU Center.

The BSU at Georgia provided many 
opportunities for involvement in cam
pus and church life..

After graduation from the University 
of Georgia, I headed for Southwestern 
Baptist Theological Seminary and my 
third appreciation of Baptist education. 
Because of Southern Baptists’ commit
ment to education, the Cooperative Pro
gram pays most of the tuition and fees 
for students - making it possible for 
many of us to have a seminary educa
tion. My memories of SWBTS revolved 
around the students and faculty I met 
there - memories which have out
lasted my ability to parse Greek and 
Hebrew verbs’

All of this, I suppose, is to say that I 
appreciate not only what Southern Bap
tists have done and are doing in Chris
tian education, but more specifically, I 
am grateful for what you did for me. 
Thank you!
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Personal 
perspective
By TOM MADDEN 

TBC executive secretary

On Sunday, Feb. 7,1 had the privilege- 
of attending the dedication of the chapel 
at Brushy Mountain State Prison, a max
imum security prison. Out of the worship 
experience there, I feel impressed to 
make two or three observations.
One overwhelming 

observation is that 
sin separates. The 
physical area of the 
prison itself is dis
tinctly set apart. It 
is a small valley 
surrounded on near
ly every side by 
mountains and is ac
cessible from only 
one direction. As I Madden 
walked in, I was searched. I looked 
around from inside the prison area and 
all around were high walls with guards 
stationed at intervals. About 100 feet 
beyond the walls was a high fence. 
Beyond that, up the mountainside, was 
still another fence and beyond that, the 
mountains.

The inmates are isolated. Sin has a 
pattern of isolating and separating. It 
has been in the process of isolating 
brother from brother, friend from friend, 
and the soul from God ever since Adam 
and Eve. Ultimately sin separates souls 
from God for eternity.
eI was impressed with the marvelous 

grace of our God. The chapel had been 
built out of donations and the work done 
largely by volunteers. It is a beautiful 
chapel with comfortable furniture and a 
beauty that uplifts. I could not help but 
think how in the midst of and surrounded 
by prison walls there was a beautiful 
worship center. Every Sunday the gospel 
is preached and during the week Bible 
lessons are taught. Here, lives are 
transformed and souls are saved.

The choir made up of inmates of the 
prison brought special music and it 
seemed their favorite song was “Amaz
ing Grace.” I was reminded once again 
that the love of God reaches to every 
point and every person on the face of this 
earth.

Yet another observation is that of the 
marvelous work being done by our 
chaplains. Mike Hudman is the very able 
chaplain there. He is the one who 
dreamed and envisioned the chapel and 
led in the building of it. We have 
chaplains serving in many areas. They 
serve in the armed forces, in our 
hospitals, in our institutions, and in in
dustrial plants. They are doing an ab
solutely superb work. As I left I thanked 
God for the chaplains.

In your prayers, please remember to 
pray for those who are in prison and for 
those who minister to them.

Thompson assumes 
Maryville pulpit

Michael Thompson assumed duties as 
pastor of Smoky View Baptist Church, 
Maryville, in response to a call from the 
church.

Thompson came to Smoky View from 
Glenwood Baptist Church, Knoxville, 
where he was associate pastor and 
minister of youth. He was previously 
minister of youth at Samuell Place Bap
tist Church, Dallas, Tex.

Thompson, who began the Maryville 
pastorate Jan. 17, is a graduate of Dallas 
Baptist College, also of Dallas, Tex.

Annuity Board anticipates 
$1 -billion in assets in '82

DALLAS (BP)- The addition of 
several programs and the approach to 
$l-billion in assets highlighted the 
Southern Baptist Annuity Board report 
to its trustees.

In 1981 the board added a Foreign Mis
sion Board missionary pension plan, 
developed a voluntary annuity plan, in
augurated a church insurance program 
and a new short-term pension invest
ment opportunity, and appointed a 
church pension study committee.

Assets increased nearly $90-million to 
$896,535,999. Board officials anticipate 
passing $l-billion in assets this year.

Despite the difficult challenges of 1981, 
the Annuity Board paid a record 
$24,298,521 in retirement benefits. “In 
one month (January 1982) we paid 
$2,480,798 in retirement benefits. It is ex
citing to see so many more people get
ting the help they so richly deserve,” 
said Annuity Board President Darold 
Morgan.

Passage of the Economic Recovery 
Tax Act made it possible for the Annuity 
Board to offer the Voluntary Annuity 
Plan effective Jan. 1,1982. Employees of 
all state or national Southern Baptist 
agencies or churches may contribute tax 
deductible contributions up to $2,000 an
nually to their retirement accounts of the 
Voluntary Annuity Plan, even if they 
already participate in an employer- 
sponsored pension plan.

The Voluntary Annuity Plan is 
board’s response to the expanded 
dividual Retirement Account (IRA), 
proved by Congress last August.

the 
In- 
ap-

A new church insurance program to 
meet the needs of Southern Baptist 
church personnel was launched Jan. 1, 
1982. The program consists of a term life 
plan, a comprehensive medical plan, and 
a long-term disability plan.

Development of the new insurance pro
gram included a new technical system to 
administer it. The Annuity Board now 
has the capability of billing members for 
the exact balance due and gives the 
member a part of the bill to keep for his 
records. Premiums for the insurance 
program are returned directly to the An
nuity Board and processed by new op
tical character recognition equipment 
which reads the bill, credits the

TBC considers 
toping B&R

The missions department of the 
Tennessee Baptist Convention is 
exploring the possibility of record
ing each issue of the Baptist and 
Reflector on cassette tape, to be 
circulated among sight-impaired 
Baptists of Tennessee.

The cassette and return mailer 
would be sent free to those who are 
considered legally blind. After 
listening to the cassette tape, the 
person would return it to the mis
sions department in a special 
mailer used by the blind. The tape 
would be re-recorded for the next 
issue of the Baptist and Reflector.

If anyone has a sight impaired 
friend who would benefit from such 
a service, they are requested to 
contact Jarvis Hearn, program 
associate in the missions depart
ment, Tennessee Baptist Conven
tion, P.O. Box 347, Brentwood, TN 
37027, by March 15.

North Carolina, South Carolina, 
Florida, and Texas have initiated 
this service in their states. 

member’s account, microencodes, en
dorses, and microfilms the check.

Another retirement investment fund, 
the Short-Term Fund, was added in 
January. The new fund enables mem
bers in the Southern Baptist retirement 
plans to take advantage of high short
term interest rates. “Money in this fund 
will be invested in short-term money 
market instruments with maturities of 12 
months or less,” said Morgan. The Short- 
Term Fund is one of four investment op
portunities that the board offers its 
members.

A Church Pension Study Committee 
was appointed last July to study and 
recommend a new church pension plan 
for church personnel. The committee is 
expected to make an announcement on 
its recommendations to the trustees ear
ly in 1983.

Cooperative Program funds for relief, 
the only Cooperative Program funds 
received by the board, totaled $357,200.

A 13th check was sent to annuitants 
who retired before 1980. Those an
nuitants who retired in 1980 and 1981 
received their 13th check bonus in their 
12th check.

Membership in the Church Annuity 
Plan increased to 58,930 in Plan B and 
4.193 in Plan C. The old Plan A is phasing 
out in favor of more current investment 
opportunities. It dropped from 20,527 
participants to 19,299.

Member contributions to the retire
ment program and insurance premium 
payments totaled $78.8-million.

Retiring editor gives $20,000 
to 'Recorder1 land purchase

RALEIGH. N.C.(BP)— Marse Grant, 
editor of the Biblical Recorder, and his 
wife, Marian, have donated $20,000 for 
the purchase of a site for the Recorder’s 
new offices.

“We believe in the Recorder and want 
to help maintain its ministry as a free 
and independent paper,” said Grant, 
who retires Sept. 13 after 23 years as 
editor.

“The Recorder has provided my living 
for these years, and my wife and I 
wanted to give back to it a part of what I 
have earned. My wife may have to sell 
our house to cover the check, but she’s 
had to be a good ‘juggler’ of money the 40 
years we’ve been married,” he said, 
smiling.

The gift was made in honor of his 
father who died in 1967, and in honor of 
his mother and Mrs. Grant’s parents, 
who are still living.

Commenting on the gift, Tommy J. 
Payne of Greenville, N.C., chairman of 
the newspaper’s directors, said, “The 
Recorder has been Marse’s life. You put 
your money where your life is.”

The money is one-half the $40,000 pur
chase price of 20,000 square feet adja
cent to the Raleigh Baptist Association’s 
offices at New Bern Avenue and Luther 
Road. Grant says $2,000 earnest money 
has already been given the association, 
which owns the land, to secure the deal. 
The remaining $18,000 will be raised 
through individuals and foundations in 
keeping with the state convention’s 
financial plan, he said.

In May the General Board of the state 
convention announced plans to sell the 
present building in Raleigh and to 
relocate in nearby Cary sparked some 
controversy in the state. Grant had op

Citizen’s Corner
By Jerry M. Self

♦ Public affairs and Christian life ♦ 
J consultant J

The Tennessee General Assembly has 
been marking time awaiting action on 
the budget the governor has presented to 
them. That budget now is receiving in
spection by various committees. Soon 
the legislature will be in full gear and 
will probably be in session into the first 
week in April.

Self

By the time you 
read this, the Senate 
may have voted on 
SB 1475, a bill in
creasing penalties 
for driving under 
the influence of 
alcohol and drugs. 
The House has not 
yet taken action on 
any DUI bills.

The House judiciary committee has 
passed favorably HB 1106, the racing 
commission law. This bill, which would 
bring racetrack gambling to Nashville 
and Memphis, could come to the House 
floor for a vote at any time now. Your 
legislators need to hear from you on this 
matter.

Last week the House amended HB 1464 
which requires non-profit corporations to 
report to the Department of Revenue. 
The bill now reads, as a result of the 
amendment, that only corporations 
which conduct bingo games are required 
to report. That bill will now be voted on 
during the House session on February 22, 
1982. The Senate version of this bill, 
SB 1527, will probably not see action until 
the House has finished with HB 1464.

posed the move at that time, and the 
Recorder’s land purchase was an
nounced hours after the General Board 
voted on Jan. 26 to move the state con
vention office.

From 1911 to 1957, the Recorder had its 
own offices and in fact rented space to 
the state convention. When the conven
tion built its current building in 1957, the 
Recorder joined them and is currently 
paying more than $15,000 annual rent.

Meanwhile, despite a cold, driving rain 
Feb. 2, more than 400 people attended a 
retirement dinner to honor Grant and his 
wife, Marian. North Carolina Gov. 
James Hunt Jr., and others praised them 
for their contributions to Baptist life as 
well as to the state at large.

Tributes included a letter from former 
president Jimmy Carter, who wrote: 
“You can be proud in knowing that your 
vote on behalf of human, civil, and 
spiritual rights has been heard by 
many.”

Mother of Dale Smith 
succumbs in Oneida

Mrs. Victoria Smith, mother of New 
River Baptist Association Director of 
Missions Dale Smith, died Feb. 5 in 
Oneida.

Mrs. Smith, 86, was a member of 
Oneida’s First Baptist Church. In addi
tion to the director of missions, she is 
survived by another son, John I\ickett, 
of Chattanooga ; and two daughters, Mrs. 
Ruth Kidd, Wartburg, and Mrs. Mattie 
Helen Bradley, Oneida.

The funeral service for Mrs. Smith was 
Feb. 7 at the Scott County Funeral 
Home, also of Oneida.
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Southwestern's Dilday displays many talents
EDITOR S NOTE: This is the first in a 
series of feature stories on the ex
ecutive heads of Southern Baptist 
agencies, boards, and institutions. 
Each article has been written by a 
public relations person within the 
agency.

By John E. Seelig
FORT WORTH, Tex.(BP)- He is one 

of six in the world - president of one of 
the six Southern Baptist seminaries, he 
is a hunter, pilot, sports enthusiast, fami
ly man, traveler, preacher, pastor, 
academician, writer, humorist, and ef
fective administrator.

He is Russell H. Dilday Jr.
On a prominent wall in his home study 

hangs the stuffed head of a white-tailed 
deer with twelve-point antlers, convinc
ing evidence of a hunter.

“The wild blue yonder” has always 
been a source of fascination and excite
ment for Dilday. He first became in
terested in flying during the 1950s when 
he was a student at Southwestern Baptist 
Theological Seminary where he is now 
president.

During an Arbor Day celebration when 
students and staff were planting trees all 
over campus, he and a friend took their 
first airplane flight circling the campus 
and observing the activities from the air. 
Later he earned a pilot’s license and has 
logged over 800 hours.

Dilday plays tennis, racquetball, and 
jogs. He and his whole family are 
regular participants in the activities in 
the seminary’s recreation/aerobics 
center.

He is a competitor who usually wins on 
the court - hardly ever because he is the 
president!

Dilday’s family has always been one of 
his major priorities. He and his wife, 
Betty, have one son and two daughters. 
All five family members are graduates 
of Baylor University.

Son Robert is a student at seminary 
and currently an intern with the Arkan
sas Baptist news-magazine. Ellen is a 
student at the seminary and plans to 
work with youth. Nancy teaches third 
grade in nearby Mansfield following the 
pattern of her mother, a former school
teacher.

The family ties with Baylor University 
are a natural asset since the seminary 
originated as an outgrowth of Baylor 
University at the turn of the century. Dil
day is active as a director in the alumni 
association. He was featured in the re-

HUNTER — Southwestern seminary 
President Russell H. Dilday tests a new 
gun at the Tom Linebery home in west 
Texas. In the background is an old 
chuck wagon still used on the ranch.

cent Baylor motion picture called “So
journers.”

The Dildays have been to every corner 
of the world. He is a natural traveler and 
loves meeting new people. He has visited 
every continent.

In addition to traveling together, the 
Dildays enjoy the mountains and skiing 
together. They take two or three trips to 
the slopes annually.

His interest in the financial world also 
began when he was a seminary student. 
He worked at Fort Worth’s First Na
tional Bank and was offered a position 
there that could have opened up a bank
ing career. He now manages an institu
tion with $52-million of assets, a 
$12-million annual budget, and endow
ment funds of over $20-million.

His mentors call him an outstanding 
preacher. He is fresh in his approach, 
appealing in his delivery , practical in ap
plication, and always Biblical in his con
tent. When he preaches in the seminary’s 
chapel services, the auditorium is 
crowded and the response is en
thusiastic.

When he became president of the 
seminary in 1978, many of his friends 
thought he had “given up preaching.” 
The truth is he has preached more often 
during the last three years than he would 
have preached as pastor of a local 
church - 523 sermons in 290 different 
churches.

He is still a pastor at heart. Having 
begun his ministry in a small rural 
church in Jack County - Antelope Bap
tist Church - 26 years later he left the 
prestigious Second Ponce de Leon Bap
tist Church in Atlanta to take the helm of 
the seminary.

In Atlanta he was pastor of the former 
United States attorney general and the 
governor of Georgia. Dilday has a unique 
way of feeling at home with high officials 
or with a rugged cowboy drinking coffee 
from a tin can made over an open fire on 
the Texas range.

In between these two pastorates were 
two others: the First Baptist Church of 
Clifton, Tex., and Tallowood Baptist 
Church in the expanding suburbs of 
Houston. He led the latter from a 
membership of 80 to 2,500 during his 
10-year pastorate. He still enjoys being 
called “preacher.”

Illinois church aids motorists
MOUNT VERNON, Hl.(BP)- When 

another of the wearying succession of 
winter storms blasted Illinois, Logan 
Street Baptist Church in Mount Vemon 
cared for 225 motorists stranded when in
terstates were closed.

“They started coming in about 2 o’clock 
Sunday afternoon, and the last ones left 
at 7:30 Monday night,” said Pastor Keith 
Stanford. “We only had about four inches 
here, but heavy snow north and west of 
us closed 1-74 west and 1-57 north.”

Mount Vernon is at the juncture of the 
two major interstate highways, which 
accounts for the high number of stranded 
motorists.

“We opened up our kitchen and pre
pared three full meals,” Stanford said. 
“Sunday night we served spaghetti and 
meatballs, filling in with some leftover 
roast beef. For Monday breakfast we 
baked hot biscuits, sausage gravy, and 
eggs. Monday noon we made homemade 
soup and cheese sandwiches.”

To Stanford’s surprise, those stranded 
— on their own initiative - left donations 
which more than covered food costs.

“We had folks sleeping all over the 
place,” Stanford said. “Some slept on 
the pews, others on the floor, with

No one likes to laugh any more than 
Dilday. His natural impromptu humor 
has become a hallmark. He has an un
canny ability to use humor to enforce a 
point, relax an audience, or just for the 
fun of telling a story.

He is chairman of a committee for the 
Association of Theological Schools called 
“Project 2000” that will make a long- 
range study of theological libraries in the 
next two decades. He is a member of a 
study commission for the Baptist World 
Alliance.

He is author of several books and 
many articles, completing a manuscript 
this summer for a new book, The Doc
trine of Biblical Authority (Convention 
Press) to be released in 1982.

SPORTS ENTHUSIAST — Daily physical 
activity is a must for Russell Dilday and 
tennis is one of his favorite sports.

children and babies on our day-care 
cots.”

Forty volunteers from the member
ship manned the two-day operation, and 
the Stanfords spent the entire night in the 
church.

“We registered everyone, and it was 
truly a good experience for our people, a 
real blessing,” Stanford said. “The 
youngest were two babies, ages six 
weeks and seven weeks, and the oldest 
was a nearly 90-year-old woman on her 
way to see a daughter in Chicago.” 
Baptist relief efforts reap 
spiritual decisions in India

BANGARAPET, India - Four Indian 
families are regularly attending Sunday 
worship services and have expressed a 
desire to believe in Jesus after Baptists 
responded to their physical needs.

In September, heavy rains and flood
ing destroyed 46 houses in Bangarapet, a 
village about 50 miles east of Bangalore. 
Missionaries and students at South India 
Bible Seminary in Bangarapet helped 
distribute food, blankets, clothing, and 
new building materials. People were told 
they were receiving aid because Jesus 
loved them.

Although he has many strengths, his 
administrative technique makes his 
leadership of the world’s largest 
seminary one of his most important 
achievements. He believes in par
ticipative management; but there is 
never a doubt about who is in control.

Dilday is a product of and the per
sonification of Southwestern. His life is 
committed to training men and women 
whom God calls into Christian ministry. 
—Seelig is vice-president for public af
fairs at Southwestern.

PILOT — Flying is a captivating hobby 
for Southwestern seminary's President 
Russell H. Dilday. He has logged over 
800 air hours.

Devotional
Tune my heart
By Marjorie McCullough

I do not like heights if I have to climb 
up. I do not like to go down into caves. I 
like to have my feet firmly planted on 
solid ground.

But, if I have to go up, I take a deep 
breath and do it. If I have to go down 
under the solid ground, I pause, but I will 
finally descend.

Recently I got enough courage to go in
to a cavern again. I did not want to go, 
but friends insisted, and I went. My mind 
went back to an experience I had in the 
Luray Caverns in Virginia a few years 
ago.

As a group of us entered the caverns, I 
saw a picture of an organ that was sup
posed to be in the caverns. I thought it 
was rather absurd to think of an instru
ment as delicate as an organ in a damp 
cold cave. But, that organ really is 
located at the lowest level of the cavern.

A number of years ago a musician 
went into a cavern with a tuning fork. He 
thumped on stalactites and stalagmites 
until he found every tone to match the 
notes on a full organ keyboard. As the 
musician found each note, he attached a 
small rubber hammer to the formation 
and then wired the hammer to the note 
on the keyboard. When a person pressed 
the key of middle C on the keyboard, the 
hammer attached to the stalactite or 
stalagmite with the middle C tone hit the 
formation and a beautiful tone was 
sounded.

A guide showed us some of the wires 
and hammers. Then someone went to the 
keyboard and played a song. What 
beautiful, resonant tones came from 
those old formations!

God showed me a lesson that day that I 
have never been able to forget. I can 
hang around this old world for years and 
never mean much or contribute much, or 
I can be so tuned to the Divine that I can 
make music in the world. It all depends 
on my relationship with the Lord.

I thanked God for letting me see what I 
could be if I let my heart be tuned to 
Him. My heart praised the Lord.

“Come, Thou Fount of every blessing, 
Tune my heart to sing Thy praise!” 
—Mrs. McCullough is president of the 
Tennessee WMU and lives in Memphis.
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TO UPPER VOLTA — Three Belmont College students, (from left) Greg Tumm, Phil 
Cunningham, and Debbie Pate, study a map of Upper Volta where they will be 
serving from April 23 through May 22 in the hunger and relief project.

Belmont College students 
approved for Upper Volta

The Bold Missions Committee of Bel
mont College, Nashville, has announced 
the Foreign Mission Board’s approval of 
three Belmont College students to serve 
as mission volunteers in Upper Volta, 
Africa, this summer. They are Phil Cun
ningham, Debbie Pate, and Greg Tumm.

Cunningham of Nashville will serve as 
a construction worker, building mis
sionary homes during his 30-day stay. He 
is a member of the Haywood Hills Bap
tist Church, Nashville.

Miss Pate of Murfreesboro will serve 
as a literacy worker. She will teach 
reading and writing French to the people 
in Upper Volta. She is a member of the 
Oak Grove Baptist Church, Springfield.

Tumm of Clarksville will serve as a 
maintenance worker, working primarily 
on the vehicles.

The Upper Volta Hunger and Relief 
Project is a three- to five-year project 
sponsored jointly by the FMB and the 
Tennessee Baptist Convention to have a 
positive impact on the life of the nation. 
This project is a composite of five in
dividual projects: water resource

Chattanooga layman, 
retailer, succumbs

Milton Alfred Cooley, an active Baptist 
layman and clothing retailer in Chat
tanooga, died Jan. 21;

Cooley, who established Cooley’s Fine 
Clothing in Chattanooga, was a member 
of White Oak Baptist Church in that city. 
He was instrumental in beginning Grace 
Baptist Church, the first church to be 
built on Suck Creek Mountain, and in
volved in the development and growth of 
Chattanooga’s Tremont Baptist Church.

Cooley is survived by his widow, Nelle; 
a son, James, who is minister of music at 
Signal Mountain Baptist Church, Signal 
Mountain; and a daughter, Sara Reeve. 
A memorial service was held at the 
White Oak church, with Ray Fowler, 
pastor of Highland Heights Baptist 
Church in Memphis, and Ed Jump, 
White Oak pastor, officiating.

World's Fair Rentals 
Nice Trailers, completely furnished. 

Only 5 miles from Fair.
Call or write for Information:

Bobby or Betty Gervln 
607 Oxark Circle Knoxville, TN 37912 

Phono (615) 687*5126 

development, agricultural development, 
education and health development, en
vironmental development, and evangel
istic development.

Each student will begin serving on 
April 23 and will return home on May 22. 
Because their stay is one month, the Ten
nessee Baptist Convention and the 
Foreign Mission Board will pay half of 
the transportation cost. The Belmont 
College student body is providing the re
maining funds for Cunningham and Miss 
Pate. During two convocation services, 
one during the fall semester and the 
other during the spring semester’s Mis
sion Emphasis Week, the student body 
donated enough money for the remainder 
of the two’s fare. Tumm’s home church, 
New Providence Baptist Church, Clarks
ville, is sponsoring him.

“I have never been interested in mis
sions work, but when I read and saw the 
work being done in Upper Volta I felt a 
strong impression to go. Upon making 
my decision, I felt that God was leading 
my life in a very special way. I know that 
it will be spiritually enriching to my own 
personal life, and very beneficial to my 
preaching experience,” stated Tumm.

WORLD'S FAIR RENTALS. Accom
modations available for 2 to 6 people. 
10 minutes from Fair site on bus line.
Excellent restaurants nearby.
Write or call: Rev. Earl H. Wilson 

2300 Capri Dr. Knoxville, TN 37912 
(615)688-1529

Pulpits, baptistries 
pews chairs

Bill Vanwinkle 
Route 1, Grace Ave. 
Rockvalle, TN 37153 
Add-a-pad Specialists

Seminars focus 
on evangelism

The evangelism department of the 
Tennessee Baptist Convention, in 
cooperation with the Southern Baptist 
Home Mission Board, will sponsor three 
seminars during March on “Growing an 
Evangelistic Church.”

According to Malcolm McDow, direc
tor of the TBC department, the seminars 
will be designed to equip and motivate 
pastors, church staff, laypersons, and 
others in the development of an 
evangelistic church. Participants will 
discuss the theology of evangelism, 
demographic factors, growth principles, 
goal-setting, and the problems churches 
face in evangelizing.

The seminars are slated for March 8-9 
at Camp Linden, Linden; March 15-16 at 
Camp Cordova, Memphis; and March 
22-23 at Camp Carson, Newport. Frank 
Crumpler, director of the specialized 
evangelism department of the HMB, will 
lead the Camp Cordova and Camp Car- 
son sessions. Three associational direc
tors of missions. Woody Watkins of 
Hamilton, Carl Duck of Nashville, and 
Gordon Crocker of Shelby, will aid 
McDow in Memphis; while three Ten
nessee pastors, Gerald Stow of First 
Baptist Church in Cookeville, Gary 
Marsh of First Baptist Church in 
Kingston, and Bob Segrest of Concord 
Baptist Church in Chattanooga, will also 
be leading the Newport sessions.

Each seminar will begin at 1 p.m. on 
Monday and conclude at 4 p.m. Tuesday. 
Cost of the seminar will be $34 plus a $1 
preregistration fee. The cost covers 
materials, food, and lodging.

Those interested in attending one of 
the seminars may contact the state 
evangelism department. Box 347, Brent
wood, TN 37027.

WORLD S FAIR RENTALS
2 BRS. and Bath

with Private Entrance
14 Miles out from Knoxville, TN 

TV and Hospitality Coffee 
Reasonable Rates

Call 615-577-7248 or
Write: P.O. Box 322, Rt. 7 

Seymour, TN 37865

BILL MYNATT AGENCY 
P. 0. Box 11603 KNOXVILLE, TN 37919 

Phone (615)584-4000
* Major Medical Plans for Individuals (working or non-working) or small 

groups:
★ $100.00 Calendar Year Deductable Plan (or Higher Deductables 

Available).
★ $1,000,000 Lifetime Maximum Benefits.
★ Plans Available from Several of the Strongest Health Insurance 

Companies in the Nation.
★ Very Reasonable Rates.
★ Takeover on a No-Loss Basis for those presently covered on 

another health plan when accepted.
★ Plans Also Available for those Over 65.

* We have specialized in marketing and servicing Hospitalization-Major 
Medical Insurance for 14 years.

* Please complete the following for specific benefits and premium informa
tion:

NAME: _________________________________________________________________________

ADDRESS: Street No.: __________________________________________________________

City: State: Zip Code:

DATES OF BIRTH: Self: Spouse:

Dependent Children:___________________________________________________

OCCUPATION: ______________________ ;__________________________________________  

* Send request for Information to: Bill Mynatt Agency
P. O. Box 11603 — Knoxville, TN 37919 

or Calf: (615)584-4000

TBC telephones out
The telephone system for the Ex

ecutive Board building of the Ten
nessee Baptist Convention, Brent
wood, was out of service most of last 
Thursday and Friday, Feb. 11-12.

The disruption of service was 
caused when construction equip
ment used in widening Franklin 
Road severed a major buried cable, 
according to South Central Bell.

Unfortunately, those calling the 
Baptist Building on those days 
were given the impression that the 
telephone was ringing — but no one 
was answering it.

Vonore pastor accepts 
Knoxville ministry

Darrell Gene Avery, until recently 
pastor of Vonore Baptist Church, 
Vonore, accepted a call to the pastorate 
of Mount Carmel Baptist Church, Knox
ville.

Avery, who began the new ministry 
Jan. 17, previously led churches in Loui
siana and Alabama. He is a former 
pastors’ conference president, modera
tor, and program chairman for the 
Sweetwater Baptist Association; and 
former associational Vacation Bible 
School director, church training direc
tor, and committee chairman in other 
associations.

A native of Alexander City, Ala., 
Avery is a graduate of Samford Univer
sity, Birmingham, Ala., and New 
Orleans Baptist Theological Seminary, 
New Orleans, La.

TRAVEL
England, Scotland, Wales

June 14-25, 1982
$1499* from New York

Brentwood Baptist Church 
Brentwood, TN

Write or call for free Brochure:
P.O.Box 130, Brentwood, TN 37027 

Church(615)373-2992 Home(615)794-6374 
‘International airfare increase expected 3 1/82
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The faithful messenger
By Herschel H. Hobbs

“And he confessed, and denied not; but 
confessed, I am not the Christ" (John 
1:20).

Outside of Jesus Himself, history 
records no greater fidelity than that of 
John the Baptist. He was faithful to his 
mission and to Jesus Christ whom he 
proclaimed.

People flocked to hear John. He was 
the first messenger in about four cen
turies with the ring of God in his 
preaching - something that people 
longed to hear. This attracted the atten
tion of the religious authorities in 
Jerusalem who sent a group to in
vestigate him. They asked who he was, 
apparently if he was the Christ. The 
substance of his reply is in our text.

As seen in the aorist tenses, without 
hesitation he emphatically denied that 
he was the Christ. Positively, negatively, 
and then again positively he disavowed 
any claim to Messiahship.

The committee asked, literally, “You, 
who are you?” “You” is emphatic, writ
ten out as well as being in the verb form. 
John replied with the same emphasis. “I, 
not I am the Christ.” “Not” is a strong 
negative (ouk) placed before the verb, so

19 Years of Continued Success 
in Building Economical, Energy 

Efficient Church Facilities
CONTINENTAL CHURCH BUILDERS, INC. 

2811 Columbine Place 
Nashville, TN. 37204

Over 300 Stock Plans 
Ready to Meet Your Needs 

(615) 383-2313

To change or correct 
your address...

Attach in this space your address 
label from the front page of your 
latest copy of the Baptist and 
Reflector. Please print your new 
address in the space provided ’ 
below — including your ZIP code.

When changing your address, 
please give two weeks' advance 
notice.

Please send this information in 
written form, to insure accuracy.

All correspondence relating to your 
subscription should be accompanied 
by your address label from the Baptist 
and , Reflector, if a label is not 
available, please write the 12-digit 
code from the top of your label here:

Address all requests to:
Baptist and Reflector 
Post Office Box 347

Brentwood, TN 37027 

Name

Address

YOUR SUNDAYMSCHOOL BOARD 
jMk SERVING YOU. 
^SERVING CHRIST 

GrodyC Cothen. Piestdent

City

State.

doubly emphatic. “I, most certainly, I 
am not the “Christ.” He denied being 
Elijah or “the prophet,” probably refer
ring to the one mentioned by Moses 
(Deuteronomy 18:15) which the Jews 
regarded as messianic (John 6:14). To 
the latter, John gave a simple “No” 
(ou). When pressed further for an 
answer, he simply called himself a 
“voice” (John 1:23), not a person but a 
voice (Isaiah 40:3).

We can all learn from John. Our 
preaching, teaching, and witness should 
exalt Christ, not ourselves. We are only 
voices bearing witness to Him; He alone 
is the Saviour.

The last recorded words of John the 
Baptist in John’s Gospel are “He must 
increase, but I must decrease” (John 
3:30). This should be the attitude of every 
Christian in service for the Lord.

Alumni chapter meeting 
rescheduled on Feb. 25

Members of the Memphis-Shelby 
County chapter of the Union University 
Alumni Association will meet at East 
Park Baptist Church, Memphis, Feb. 25, 
for their winter meeting. Originally 
scheduled for Jan. 14, the meeting was 
cancelled due to a heavy snowfall.

A Dutch treat dinner, which will begin 
at 6:30 p.m., will precede an update on 
the college’s recently completed Expan
sion Program fund drive, and an over
view of the college’s new approach 
Shelby County.

to

FOR CHANGING

I IVES

Zip

Pleas* Print

MOTIVATIONAL IDEAS FOR 
CHANGING LIVES provides 
church and denominational 
leaders simple, practical 
approaches, formulas, and 
methods for reaching people 
enthusiastically for Christ.

Neil E. Jackson, Jr., is a 
consultant in the Sunday 
School Growth 
Section, The. 
Sunday School 
Board, Nashville, 
Tennessee.
Paperback, $4.95

Neil L Jackson, Jr.
Foreword by Grady C. Cot hen

At yOUf Baptist Book Store 

ffiROADMAN

“Provides motivational 
foundation with practical 
application blueprints to 
enhance growth results in 
churches."
’ From the Foreword

Court temporarily sets aside | 
ruling against ERA extensions

WASHINGTON (BP)- The U.S. Su
preme Court has temporarily set aside a 
Dec. 23 lower court ruling which dealt a 
sharp blow to proponents of the Equal 
Rights Amendment.

In an unusual and unexpected action, 
the high court stayed the two-pronged 
ruling by U.S. District Judge Marion 
Callister in Boise, Ida., that Congress 
had acted unconstitutionally when it ex
tended the ratification past the original 
March 22, 1979, deadline and of up-

Brotherhood names 
new men's leader

MEMPHIS (BP)- Doug Beggs, 
pastor of Hampton Road Baptist Church 
in DeSoto, Tex., has been named Baptist 
Men’s director for the Southern Baptist 
Brotherhood Commission

Beggs

Beggs will assume 
duties March 1. He 
succeeds David 
Haney, who resigned 
in December to be
come a church 
renewal and man
agement consultant 
in Memphis.
The new Baptist 

Men’s leader is 
a native of Lubbock,
Tex., and a graduate of Baylor Universi
ty and Southwestern Baptist Theological 
Seminary.

He has been pastor of five churches in 
Texas, and was a staff member of First 
Baptist Church of Dallas prior to becom
ing pastor of the suburban Dallas church 
in 1978. He has been active in Texas state 
Brotherhood programs, working as a 
Brotherhood regional director for six 
associations, as a state Royal Am
bassador camp craft and counselor 
trainer and in lay renewal activities. 

Taking a Group to the
YOUTH 

EVANGELISM 
CONFERENCE 
on March 5 ?

m »n

111

Call (615) 251-2796 for information 
and to schedule your group's tour.

" b ।.
« *

holding the actions of five states in 
rescinding ratification.

However, the Supreme Court ruling is 
expected to come after the June 30 ex
tended deadline for ratification of the 
amendment which is currently three 
states shy of the necessary 38.

Regardless of the outcome in court, the 
controversial amendment faces a doubt
ful future. No state has ratified it since 
1977, and, despite a recent upsurge in ac
tivity by ERA supporters, 1982 votes in 
the Georgia and Oklahoma legislatures 
show no change in that trend.

ERA backers contend that the Su
preme Court’s action 
Callister ruling will 
chances during the 
months.

In its 1981 annual

in staying the 
improve their 

remaining five

session in Los
Angeles, the Southern Baptist Conven
tion approved a resolution stating “it 
does not endorse the Equal Rights 
Amendment.”

That resolution, however, called on all 
persons “to be sensitive to the contem
porary pressures facing women” and 
urged employers “to seek fairness for 
women in compensation, advancement, 
and opportunities for improvement.”

Mike Rhodes called
to Parsons church

Mike Rhodes accepted a call from 
Calvary Baptist Church, Parsons, to 
come as its pastor, a ministry he began 
Jan. 3.

Rhodes was previously pastor of Lick 
Creek Baptist Church, Linden, and 
Pasedena Heights Baptist Church, 
Mineral Wells, Tex.

A native of Parsons, Rhodes is a 
graduate of the University of Tennessee 
at Martin, and Southwestern Baptist 
Theological Seminary, Fort Worth, Tex.

Why not schedule a group 
tour of your Sunday 
School Board prior to the 
beginning of the 
conference.
See how 150 periodicals 
are produced and 
distributed to 35,000 
churches.

ra n um m I ll

* ” m »i nt in
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Our People and Our Churches.. Danny Johnson resigned as pastor of 
Woodland Baptist Church, Brownsville,

PEOPLE...
David .Crossley and Eddie Overholt 

were ordained as deacons of Manley 
Baptist Church, Morristown. Glenn 
Toomey, Nolachucky Baptist Associa
tion director of missions, presented the 
charge to the candidates. Richard H.

♦ Emmert is the church’s pastor.

Mr. and Mrs. Robert E. Plunkett, 
celebrated their 60th wedding anniver
sary Feb. 5. The Plunketts are members 
of Immanuel Baptist Church, where he is 
a deacon. Gary Anderson is the pastor of 
the church.

Victory Baptist Church, Christiana, or
dained Joe Bass, Tommy Hines, and Ron 
Rainey as deacons Feb. 7. W. C. Carlton 
is the pastor of the church.

First Baptist Church, LaVergne, or
dained Jackie W. Wood and Raymond B. 
White into its deacon ministry. Thomas 
Bryant, director of missions for the Con
cord Baptist Association, delivered the 
ordination sermon. The church’s pastor 
is Nathan Hale.

Dalton Ferguson was ordained into the 
gospel ministry Feb. 7 by Kelly’s Creek 
Baptist Church, Ardmore. Participating 
in the ordination service were Kelly’s 
Creek Pastor Billy R. McElyea, who 
brought the charge to the candidate ; Ed 
Burrows, former pastor of the church, 
presenting the charge to the church; and 
Vernon M. Sisk, pastor of Macedonia 
Baptist Church in Ardmore, delivering 
the ordination sermon. Ferguson was 
recently called as pastor of Elkwood 
Baptist Church, Limestone association, 
Ala..

and William G. Powell Jr. The church’s 
pastor is Bobby Douglas.

Mr. and Mrs. Dorsey Mustoe were 
honored during a Feb. 7 reception on the 
occasion of their 50th wedding anniver
sary. The reception was at Brainerd 
Baptist Church, Chattanooga, where the 
Mustoes are members. Winford L. Hen
drix is the pastor of the church.

CHURCHES...
Giles Creek Baptist Church, La

Vergne, recently completed a new 
educational unit. Paul Dinkins is the 
pastor of the church.

Balmoral Baptist Church, Memphis, 
recently held its first services in its new
ly expanded and remodeled sanctuary. 
The pastor of the church is Ariis F. 
Grice.

LEADERSHIP...
Eric Davis accepted a recent call from 

First Baptist Church, New Tazewell, to 
come as its minister of youth. Davis, of 
South Carolina, is a first year student at 
Clear Creek Baptist School, Pineville, 
Ky. James R. Loy is the church’s pastor.

Morrell Lee was called as interim 
pastor of Forest Park Baptist Church, 
McMinnville. Lee was previously pastor 
of First Baptist Church, Hohenwald.

Garrett Baptist Church, Hohenwald, 
accepted the recent resignation of its 
pastor, Frank Britton.

Doyle C. Landers began Feb. 8 as 
associate pastor of Mount Olive Baptist 
Church, Knoxville. Landers, a native of 
Shelbyville, came to the church from a 
similar position at Harris Chapel Baptist 
Church, Hudson, N.C. Ken Hubbard is 
the pastor at Mount Olive.

Jack Price resigned as pastor of 
Hornsby Baptist Church, Hornsby, to ac
cept the pastorate of Holly Baptist 
Church, Corinth, Miss.

Shallow Ford Baptist Church, Erwin, 
accepted the resignation of its pastor, 
C. W. Snodgrass, which was effective 
Feb. 1.

Carroll Clark resigned the pastorate of 
Unicoi Baptist Church, Unicoi, which 
was effective in December.

East Athens Baptist Church, Athens, 
recently called Mike Dannel as its full- 
time minister of music and youth. Dan- 
nell has served in the position part time 
for several months. A native of Athens, 
he is a graduate of that city’s Tennessee 
Wesleyan College. Pete Mullins is the 
church’s pastor.

which was effective in December.

Wayne Alford, chairman of the depart
ment of education at Union University in 
Jackson, resigned as minister of music 
at Emmanuel Baptist Church, Hum
boldt, effective Jan. 1. The pastor of the 
church is Richard Holloman.

CHURCH FURNITURE
Pews, Pulpits, Altars, Communion Tables 

Free Brochures • Free Estimates 
Write R.G. Ketron Church Furniture

or 3401 Montlake Dr.
Call: Knoxville, TN 37920

Phone (615)577-8716

WORLD’S FAIR LODGING 
AND TRANSPORTATION 
Special church group rates 

SOUTHEAST TOURS, INC.
P. 0. Box 4110 
Cleveland, TN 37311 
1-800-251-7410 
1-800-572-7454 (in Tenn.)

FIRST BAPTIST SCHOOL of Little
Rock, Ark. is now accepting applica
tions for the position of PRINCIPAL.
Current enrollment of 200 (K-6) with 
plans to expand into junior high grades 
next year. Ultimate plans K-12.

Application by resume only.
Respond to: Richard Hill, Chairman of 
the Personnel Committee of the First 
Baptist School, 62 Pleasant Volley, 
Little Rock, Ark. 72212.

BUSES FOR SALE
1974 models, 60 passenger, 4 speed 
transmission, excellent condition.
NEW BUSES. 18 to 84 passengers with over 
500 accessories to choose from. 30 to 45 
day delivery on most models, painted ond 
lettered per your instructions.
BUS PARTS, new and used buses (all models).

Call collect:
Carpenter Bus Sales, 1011 Cherry Ave.
Nashville. TN 37203 (615) 256-3910

Mr. Headden or Mr. Lee

First Baptist Church, Hixson, ordained 
four as deacons during a Feb. 7 service. 
Ordained were R. Earnest Burfitt Jr., 
Myron N. Callahan, Charles E. Graham,

Mike Moore called
to Morris Chapel

Mike Moore was called as pastor of 
Morris Chapel Baptist Church, Morris 
Chapel, a ministry he began in 
December.

Moore came to the church fronj Bethel 
Baptist Church, Gulf Shores, Miss.; and 
is a former pastor of Success Baptist 
Church, Saucier, Miss.

Moore is a native of Boonesville, Miss.

Be our guest for three days 
of in-depth Bible study and 
warm inspirational singing.

FIBERCLASS
BAPTISTRIES / STEEPLES

LARGE SELECTION FACTORY DIRECT

FOR FREE CATALOGS 
CAU TOIL FREE 

1-800-527-8438 
OR WHITE

At a prke 
Any Church Can Afford 

Write or call

WAGONER BROS.
MFG. CO.

Tol (501) 675-2468
Booneville, Arkansas 

< 72927

A& SUPERIOR FIBERGLASS. INC

CHURCH FLMTUR

Dr. Baker James 
Cauthen 

Worship Leader

Dr. Lewis 
Drummond 

"1 John"

"The Gospel 
For The 

Whole World"

Whether you are a pastor, church worker or a layman, there's a 
special treat for you at this year's Eleventh Annual Spring Bible 
Conference at Union University.

Great Bible teaching from some of the most outstanding Southern 
Baptists of our day, coupled with soul-stirring congregational singing 
and special music from Russell Newport, combine to make this a 
conference you will long remember. Three days packed with 18 hours 
of sharing around God's Word and praising Him in song await you on 
March 2-4.

March 2-4
Union University 

Jackson, Tennessee
"The Gospel For The Whole World" will be our theme. We hope to 

see you Tuesday morning, March 2 at 10 a.m. in G. M. Savage 
Memorial Chapel.

An Institution of the 
Tennessee Baptist Convention
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BIBLE BOOK SERIES
Lesson for Feb. 21

The King foretells future
By Jerry Oakley, pastor 

Springfield Baptist Church, Springfield
Basic Passage: Matthew 24:1 to 25:13
Focal Passages: Matthew 24:3-8, 14-16, 21, 29-30, 36, 42
There has been and continues to be 

much debate about Matthew 24. This 
chapter contains things Jesus said about 
the future. In it He gives us the vision of 
things to come.

It is important to try to disentangle the 
accounts of differ
ent events to which 
Jesus refers. His 
two main predicted 
events are the de
struction of the city 
of Jerusalem (which 
was carried out by 
the soldiers of Titus 
in A.D. 70) and the 
second coming of 
Christ. Oakley

All other references must be inter
preted in light of one or the other of these 
events, with the exception of verses 9-13 
which speak about the interim period 
between the destruction of Jerusalem 
and Jesus’ coming. In these verses, the 
church is warned about hardships to be 
faced and encouraged to have strength to 
endure in sendee to Christ to the end.

Our first division of verses deals with 
the destruction of Jerusalem (24:1-2, 4-8, 
15-26). Our second division of verses 
deals with the interim period between 
the destruction of Jerusalem and the sec
ond coming of Christ and is directed to 
the new Israel, the church (24:9-13). The 
third division of verses is related to the 
second coming of Christ (24:14, 27-44).

Verse 3, omitted from our general divi
sions, states the question that precipi
tates Jesus making His predications 
(prophesies). To properly understand 
this chapter, one must understand this 
question in the light of the understanding 
of the men who ask it.

The disciples had followed Jesus with 
intense eagerness until Caesarea Philip
pi. Then Jesus introduced the idea of the 
cross. They had not understood Him 
since that time. They had seen His con
flict with the leaders, they had listened to 
His sentence of doom, and they asked 
their question in exasperation. The 
disciples had not accepted the idea of the 
cross, they did not understand the resur
rection, and the idea of a “second” com
ing could not have entered their minds 
without the understanding of the first two 
concepts. They were still expecting 
Jesus to establish an earthly kingdom. 
Their question became the occasion for 
Jesus to answer more than they had 
asked.

First, Jesus accurately predicts

ADD COMFORT AND 
BEAUTY TO YOUR 

CHURCH ... with Pad-A-Pew

BEFORE

AFTER

By-Line Mfg. & UphoL, Inc.
1527 McGiffens Lane
Jackson, OH 45640

FREE ESTIMATES Qnn Q.Q
CALL TOLL FREE 800-848-4191
IN OHIO CALL COLLECT 614/384-2108___________  

(prophesies) the destruction of 
Jerusalem and the temple in A.D. 70 by 
Titus. The woes and warnings of verses 
5-8 go with the destruction of Jerusalem, 
for Jesus carefully tells the disciples, 
“see that you be not troubled: for all 
these things must come to pass, but the 
end is not yet.”

Second, Jesus is very concerned to af
firm a period of indefinite length be
tween the destruction of Jerusalem and 
His return. Jesus predicts persecution 
for the church. He warns against a divi
sion within the church of the dedicated 
and the superficial. Dedicated faith 
stands firm in any church, in any age, 
while the superficial faith either retreats 
or compromises. Verse 13 is not an ex
plicit reference to apostasy but rather is 
an explicit statement that true faith en
dures to the end of persecution or to the 
end of one’s life. To quote Frank Stagg, 
“The test of salvation is not verbal pro
fession but faithful obedience to God’s 
will” (Matthew 7:21-23).

Third, Jesus is predicting (prophesy
ing) His return in power. It is interesting 
to note that the New Testament never 
uses the phrase “the second coming.” It 
uses the word Parousia which has been 
translated into English as a description 
of the second coming. The interesting 
thing about the word Parousia, is that it 
is the regular word for the description of 
a coming in authority and in power. It 
commonly described the coming of a 
king, or a governor of a province, to his 
subjects. It has reached its ultimate 
height in describing the coming of the 
King to His subjects at the end of the age.

This passage emphasizes that Jesus 
will come in power. His coming will be 
apparent, there will be no secrecy. His 
return will be as obvious as the lightning 
flashing across the sky. His elect shall be 
gathered to be with Him. Jesus urges all 
people “to watch” and “to be ready” for 
no man but the Father knows the hour of 
His coming.

Christians are not on the “time and 
place committee” but rather they are on 
the “preparation committee.” Remem
ber the warning of Jesus, “Take heed 
that no man deceive you.” Jesus knew 
that these thoughts would lead to great 
speculation in the future. He knew the 
danger that rested in the arrogance of 
man, that would divert the attention of 
even loyal followers from the urgency of 
preparation, to the speculation concern
ing the knowledge of the hour of the ar
rival of’the Son. The message is still 
clear, “Be ready. I am coming. No man 
knows at what hour.”

S.B.C. President
Dr. Bailey 

Smith 
KnB Comes to 

North 
UH Alabama 

Feb.27 - March 5 
7:00 nightly 

First Baptist Church 
600 Governors Drive 
Huntsville, Alabama 

Ralph H. Langley, Pastor

UNIFORM LESSON SERIES
Lesson for Feb. 21

Christ empowers for witness
By Robert M. Shurden, associate professor-of religion 

Carson-Newman College, Jefferson City
Basic Passages: Mark 6:7-13; Acts 1:1-11; 2:1-4
Focal Passages: Mark 6:7-13; Acts 1:6-11

In last week’s study of John 15, we 
learned that life as a follower of Christ 
demands fruit-bearing. In relation to 
Jesus, our Lord, discipleship requires a 
continual, abiding fellowship - faith 
(John 15:1-8). It also involves the fruit of 
self-giving action (love) in our relation
ship with our brothers and sisters, the 
church (John 15:9-17).

A third fruit of genuine discipleship ap
pears in John 15:18-26. In relation to a 
non-believing community (the world), 
the follower of Jesus is to bear witness. 
Verse 27 sums up the responsibility — 
“And you also are witnesses, because 
you have been with me from the begin
ning” (John 15:27).

A similar emphasis 
upon this capacity to 
represent Jesus and 
extend His ministry 
appears throughout 
the New Testament. 
The two focal pas
sages in this lesson 
provide information 
on the subject of 
witness at two pivot Shurden
al points in the Scriptural account of 
Jesus.

The commissioning of the disciples 
marked an important watershed in the 
ministry of Jesus (Mark 6:7-13). Prior to 
this moment in Jesus’ life, His most 
prominent word had been “come.” His 
energies had been spent confronting 
Jews with a realized kingdom, calling for 
individual penitence, and collecting 
around Him a circle of followers.

With this event, Jesus added the verb 
“go,” to the Christian imperative; send
ing forth the disciples He had recruited 
in order that His ministry could be 
multiplied. Earlier, Mark had asserted a 
twofold purpose for Jesus’ selection of 
the twelve: (1) to provide fellowship for 
Him and (2) to assist in the extension of 
His words and deeds (Mark 3:14). The 
first purpose had been accomplished; 
the second was about to be - “He called 
to Him the twelve, and began to send 
them out...” (Mark 6:7).

They proceeded with His authority, a 
power like His own, with a companion 
disciple, “two by two,” and with instruc
tions for the simplest of dress and equip
ment. Mission by pairs was customary 
first century practice aimed at mutual 
encouragement and protection but also 
for the establishment of truth.

Equipped with only a staff for protec
tion, sandals, and a single tunic, the 
disciples’ attention was to center on ser
vice to others; not comforts for self. 
They were to accept the hospitality of 
lodging but not become preoccupied with
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“better creature comforts” (Mark 6:10). 
Obviously, Jesus was cautioning His 
disciples against losing the urgency of 
the mission through an inordinate con
cern for incidentals.

Jesus’ prohibition of bread, scrip 
(bag), and money in the purse (belt) 
reflected His desire that the disciples not 
be confused with Jewish collectors of 
alms (Mark 6:8). The mission was to be 
perceived as one of service, not one of 
receiving or grasping. If rejected, the 
disciples were to “shake off the dust” 
that was on their feet (Mark 6:11), a 
symbolic act disclaiming responsibility. 
With such an admonition, followers of 
Jesus were reminded of their task of be
ing faithful rather than being successful. 
It was also a directive for going on in 
spite of apparent failure.

The content of the witness consisted of 
word and deed, the preaching of repen
tance and the healing of a person’s spirit 
and body (Mark 6:12-13). Witness is 
modeled on the works which Christ had 
performed and His concern for the 
liberation of the total person from the 
forces which enslave him.

The second focal passage (Acts 1:6-11) 
describes events occurring between 
Jesus’ resurrection and His ascension to 
the Father. What the disciples had 
earlier practiced in the presence and 
counsel of the earthly Jesus would now 
become their mission in His absence 
through the power of His spirit. Ques
tions of political restoration should be 
replaced with a passion for witness or 
representation - “You shall be wit
nesses unto Me...” (Acts 1:8).

Jesus’ departure, as the disciples 
peered toward heaven, occasioned a 
searching question and pronouncement 
from two who stood by them. “Why do 
you stand looking unto the heaven? This 
same Jesus, ... shall so come in like 
manner as you have seen Him go” (Acts 
1:11).

This statement rightly reminded the 
disciple of the second coming, but it is 
more of a prophetic challenge than a 
pastoral assurance. At the center of the 
question stands a commission to be the 
witnesses Jesus had prepared them to 
become. There abides a contradiction 
between gazing into heaven and witness
ing to the world, and the later is the task 
of the church.

As disciples we all await with hope the 
consummation of history effected by 
Jesus’ return, but our waiting must not 
be gazing. It requires witness, the exten
sion of the incarnation, active healing in 
word and deed. As the church we have 
Christ’s model and the Spirit’s power for 
such ministry. The need now, as it was 
then, is “to go.”
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life and work series
Lesson for Feb. 21
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Oneness in worship
By Ben W. Bledsoe, chaplain 

- t Memphis Correctional Center, Memphis
Basic Passages: 1 Corinthians 10:1-22; 11
Focal Passages: 1 Corinthians 10:16-17; 11:20-29

The use of visual aids is a valuable 
teaching tool. Pictures, charts, demon
strations, and object studies are often 
better than lectures in conveying truth. 
A picture is truly worth a thousand 
words, particularly where most sermons 
are concerned. Instructors of religion 
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have recognized the importance of 
teaching via picture language, especial
ly for children.
Baptism and the 

Lord’s Supper are 
two of the church’s 
most inspiring vis- J. ^11
ual aids. These ordi- W W
nances convey deep 
theological truth 
with very simple 
props. No better op- 1 :
portunity presents I
itself for parents to Bledsoe
teach than when children ask questions
about what is happening during baptism 
or a Lord’s Supper observance.

A church also has an opportunity to 
teach in the community about love, 
forgiveness, and oneness. To demon
strate these great Christian truths is a 
thousand times better than to preach 
about them. If God wanted to make a 
point to the world, and say, “This is what 
fellowship is all about,” could He point to 
your church for the example?

The Corinthian church was having a 
problem with contentions and divisions 
(1:10-11). This problem was expressing 
itself in one way by their habit of Lord’s 
Supper observance. The original worship 
intention of the ordinance was being lost 
in a cliquish, social banquet.

Pot luck suppers designed for fellow
ship were creating disharmony. Before 
the worship observance of the Lord’s 
Supper, the members of the church met 
for a meal (love feast). Wealthier 
members were (apparently) arriving 
early with much food and beverage, and 
gorging themselves gluttonously before 
the working classes could attend. This 
discriminating activity strained the 
fellowship when time came to worship at 
the Lord’s table.

This lesson deals with one of the major 
themes of religion - the connection be
tween worship and everyday life. Prob
lems so often occur when we attempt to 
separate our relationship with God from 
our relationship with other persons. 
God’s message through the years has 
been to show love to God by loving His 
people. God is so closely identified with 
people that any mistreatment or in
justice shown against human beings is a 
direct offense to God.

An unusual situation had developed in 
Corinth. Discord was being promoted in 
spite of all the unity a Lord’s Supper wor
ship service should have promoted. The
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Lord’s Supper used a single cup and a 
single loaf to symbolize Jesus’ blood and 
body. Each member was being sustained 
by the One Lord. The ordinance is 
sometimes referred to as communion, a 
word for fellowship. Eating together is a 
practice designed to promote fellowship.
Jesus’ body was also used as a way of 
describing the church (Ephesians 5:30). 
Mention is also made of one place to 
assemble (1 Corinthians 11:20).

This discussion of The Lord’s Supper 
grows naturally out of the preceding 
discussion on meat offered to idols 
(1 Corinthians 8). Paul makes the com

I For a free booklet about stress and preventive health care, write
Liberty National. Communication Department. P.O. Box 2612, Birmingham. Alabama 35202.

I
। NAME___________________________________ __________________________________ .___________

| ADDRESS____________________________________________________________________________

CITY-------------------- I----------------------------------------. STATE__________________ZIP-------------------------

parison between sitting at the devil’s 
table and the Lord’s table (10:21). One 
cannot have table fellowship with both. 
The members of the Corinthian church 
were partakers of the Lord’s fellowship ; 
therefore, their behavior should reflect 
His love.

Part of the value of the Lord’s Supper 
service is its evangelistic impact. By 
visually portraying an acceptance of 
Jesus through eating and drinking the 
symbols of His blood, the church is 
preaching. Much of the visual symbol is 
lost when the church is not living out its 
witness. A church that “feeds on’’ Christ 
will by implication take on Christ’s 
nature. What happens to the witnessing 
impact if there is a glaring discrepancy 
between Christ and His church?

Whether the Lord’s Supper is observed 
weekly, monthly, or annually, its pur
pose is the same: to be a living memorial 
to Christ until He returns. By it the 
church is strengthened and the Lord is 
magnified. Christians are blessed, and 
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the lost are saved. By it a crucified, 
resurrected, and returning Lord is pro
claimed.

Jesus Christ is the object of our wor
ship. It is upon Him our attention is 
focused. Jesus is our crucified, resur
rected, and returning Lord. Whenever 
we assemble for worship, He must have 
the preeminence.

Worshippers benefit greatly from wor
ship, but the first priority in worship is 
giving praise to God through His Son, 
Jesus Christ. The blessing, honor, glory, 
and strength are His (Revelation 7:12). 
What blessings He shares with His wor
shippers are of secondary interest to 
them.
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Missionaries invest career in Arab world
By Martha Skelton

NICOSIA, Cyprus (BP)- Scheduled to 
speak about missions to a large Southern 
Baptist church, Finlay and Julia 
Graham were startled when the pastor 
voiced his mission philosophy during din
ner.

“I think you should put more mis
sionaries where the response is greatest, 
to be good stewards,” he said. “I don’t 
think we should have missionaries where 
you are.”

Share 
Baptist and Reflector 

with a friend

The Grahams, veteran missionaries to 
the Arabic-speaking world, counter such 
arguments with their own strategy: “In 
a war, where the opposition is the 
greatest, you put in your best-trained 
troops.”

For nearly 40 years they have forged a 
co-ministry that withstands the mistrust 
of the Moslem majority in the Middle 
East and confronts Christians at home 
with the “heart hunger” for Jesus Christ 
they have found in the Arab world.

Finlay Graham, a square-jawed Scots
man, was an RAF navigator in the Mid
dle East during World War II. He 
accepted Christ at age 19 and became a 
Baptist out of convictions on baptism and 
tithing. Everywhere he flew on RAF mis
sions, he would ask God, “Is this the 
place you want me to be?”

Medicare Supplement Information
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affect every MEDICARE member.

After the war, again he asked God 
about his future, this time in a visit to the 
garden tomb in Jerusalem.

“I can’t explain exactly what hap
pened,” Graham says now. “But three 
hours later when I came out (of the 
tomb), I was convinced that the Arabic
speaking world was my calling.”

Julia Saccar Graham, a Texas red
head, came to Palestine in 1945 to work 
with Arabic peoples along with her first 
husband, Henry Hagood. Six months 
after they arrived, Henry died of a sud
den illness.

“In the Arab world, a widow doesn’t 
get to herself during the period of mourn
ing,” Mrs. Graham says. “But I went in
to the bedroom, locked the door, and 
asked the Lord what to do.” He brought 
to her mind, “just like on a screen,” her 
commitment to God’s call to missions 
while studying a mission book at age 10. 
“He knew what I would need was that 
definite call.”

The Grahams met during language 
study in Jerusalem and were married in 
1947.

Theirs has been a ministry with a 
backdrop most people only know from 
newspaper headlines - creation of the 
state of Israel, plight of the Palestinian 
refugees, civil war in Lebanon.

They have faced danger many times.

If you do not fully understand what benefits are payable under MEDICARE, please 
return the attached card at once so that we may furnish this vital information about 
the changes in MEDICARE, along with a detailed description of a privately spon
sored MEDICARE SUPPLEMENT INSURANCE PLAN.

We will also furnish you with information about a 
program designed to help relieve the MEDI
CARE member funeral expense. Do you know 
that Social Security can help pay funeral ex
pense? This important information will be fur
nished without cost or obligation.

For six months after their marriage, 
the Grahams worked at the George W. 
Truett home in Nazareth. One night a 
young man came to warn them - they 
had been denounced as spies and the 
home as a Zionist storage place. Three 
men were being sent to kill them.

The Grahams knew if they fled, the 
charges would be substantiated. Instead, 
when three visitors arrived the next day, 
they gave them refreshments and a tour 
of the home. As they entered each room, 
Mrs. Graham opened the closets, cup
boards, and drawers.

The three left, expressing gratitude for 
what was being done for their people.

For 28 years, the Grahams worked in 
Lebanon, evangelizing, starting 
churches, and teaching. Graham was a 
professor and president of the Arab Bap
tist Theological Seminary in Beirut 
before being appointed the Foreign Mis
sion Board’s associate to the director for 
the Middle East in 1976.

“I have never seen Finlay alarmed or 
worried,” fellow missionary Jim 
Ragland observes. He remembers re
turning from furlough during the 
Grahams’ early years in Lebanon to find 
that uneasy, tense days in Beirut had 
decimated the faculty and threatened to 
close Beirut Baptist School.

“Finlay had scraped together a faculty 
and had gotten school started,” Ragland 
says. “The bus driver refused to go into 
certain parts of town, so Finlay drove the 
school bus and took the kids home.

“Finlay is tough, all grit and gristle.”
Another graphic illustration of the ten

sions in the area the Grahams serve is. 
their relocation to Cyprus in 1977. “I feel 
like a fish out of water, not being in the 
Arab world,” Mrs. Graham admits. But 
travel for them into Arab countries and 
Israel would be difficult residing 
anywhere but at a neutral base such as 
Cyprus.

While work in the Middle East is 
definitely a matter of “handpicked 
fruit,” as Graham describes it, both of 
them see a strong gospel witness to the 
Arab world as essential.

Southern Baptists, according to Mrs. 
Graham, have sent fewer missionaries 
and spent fewer dollars in less responsive 
areas such as the Middle East.

But the Grahams and their colleagues 
in the Middle East, the “best-trained 
troops,” continue to sow seed “where the 
opposition is the greatest.” trusting God 
to bring the increase.
—Adapted from Commission magazine.

PAPERWORK — As associate to the 
Foreign Mission Board's director for the 
Middle East, Finlay Graham spends a 
lot of time on paperwork and commit
tee assignments.
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OLD FRIENDS — During a recent trip to Lebanon, Julia Graham (right) visited Mrs. 
Mona Sharouk, an old friend. The Sharouks were pioneer Lebanese Baptists, ac
tive in ministry before the Grahams arrived in Beirut in 1948.


