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Seminar kicks off SBC focus on family
ATLANTA - Kicking off Southern noted family and marriage authority, Kenneth L. Chafin urged seminar par- ■■■■r 11ATLANTA - Kicking off Southern 

Baptists* three-year focus on family life, 
nearly 1,200 attended the Christian Life 
Commission’s seminar on “Strengthen
ing Families” last week.

In addition to hearing 19 speakers pre
sent various aspects of family life in 25 
speeches, the commission presented 
Distinguished Service Awards to former 
President Jimmy Carter and his wife 
Rosalynn for their contributions to ap
plied Christianity, including setting high 
standards for their marriage and family 
life.

During the three-day seminar, 
speakers related the family to internal 
and external forces, such as television, 
the church, aging, singleness, and prej
udice.

A feature of the program came on 
Tuesday night of last week when Jimmy 
Allen, president of the Radio and Televi
sion Commission, and Jerry Falwell, 
pastor of Thomas Road Baptist Church 
of Lynchburg, Va., and leader of the 
Moral Majority, both addressed 
“Strengthening the Families in the Na
tion.” (See the separate article on 
page 3.)

Theme interpreter David R. Mace,

AWARDS — Former President Jimmy 
Carter and Rosalynn Carter received 
the 1982 Distinguished Service Awards 
from the SBC Christian Life Commission 
and its executive director, Foy Valen
tine.

FMB missionaries reported 'safe' 
after Guatemala, Bangladesh coups

RICHMOND, Va.(BP) — Southern 
Baptist missionaries are apparently safe 
in both Guatemala and Bangladesh, ac
cording to the Foreign Mission Board, 
following the overthrow of governments 
in these two nations last week.

In Guatemala on March 23, the govern
ment of Romeo Lucas Garcia was ousted 
and replaced with a junta headed by 
retired Gen. Efrain Rios Montt, who ran 
unsuccessfully for president in 1974 as 
the candidate for the Christian 
Democrat Party.

Charging that the March 7 election was 
fraudulent, the coup leaders pledged 
over radio and television that they would 
defend human rights and stamp out ter
rorism in Guatemala.

Don Kammerdiener, FMB director for 

described the major functions of the 
family as producing children, which in
cludes transmitting human culture from 
one generation to another, and as seeing 
all humanity as family.

Declaring the Bible is “the right place 
to begin” in focusing on family concerns, 
Mace said men and women continue 
God’s creative function when they pro
duce new life, “the most God-like activi
ty” of which they are capable.

Mace, who directs the marriage 
enrichment program at North Carolina 
Baptist Hospital, Winston-Salem, also 
said marriage is the foundation stone of 
the Christian family. Pastoral and 
clinical experience has taught him that 
“at the heart of well-functioning 
families” are “warm and creative mar
riages.”

Mace said churches are in crisis over 
the remarriage of divorced persons. “I 
can accept divorce for Christians in very 
difficult situations, although always with 
regret.”

Mace called for Baptists to emphasize 
preventive ministries to the family that 
will help family members with the 
resources they need to keep families out 
of trouble.

As an example of what one Southern 
Baptist church is doing to strengthen 
families. Pastor Neal Jones and Minister 
of Counseling Dale Keeton of Columbia 
Baptist Church, Falls Church, Va., 
described a multi-faceted local church 
program of family ministries.

During discussion following their 
presentation, one seminar participant 
expressed frustration at knowing where 
to begin, saying he is pastor of a small 
church that does not have the resources 
for such an extensive program and ask
ing where to start. “Find a need and then 
try to develop ministries to meet that 
need,” Jones advised. “Then start to 
work on another need. Take them one at 
a time.”

In the closing address, Houston Pastor 

middle America and the Caribbean, was 
assured by missionaries in Guatemala 
by telephone that all 22 missionaries 
there now had been “accounted for” and 
were in no danger.

Also on March 23, a bloodless coup in 
Bangladesh toppled the presidency of 
Abdus Sattar. The Army chief of staff, Lt. 
Gen. Hossain Mohammed Ershad, who 
led the takeover told the nation in a radio 
broadcast that his goal is to re-establish 
democracy and hold general elections as 
soon as possible.

Two days after the coup, FMB officials 
in Richmond received a cable from the 
missionaries serving in Bangladesh that 
all 10 were safe.

In both Guatemala and Bangladesh the 
missionaries expect to be able to con
tinue their work without inconvenience. 

ticipants to go home and start to work on 
strengthening families by making their 
number one priority improving their own 
family relationships.

Chafin, whose South Main Baptist 
Church has specialized for a decade in 
ministry to singles and divorced persons, 
said “tokenism” toward the family will 
not do, and that pastors and churches 
must “make a vocation out of strength
ening families.”

Pastors in particular must begin by 
strengthening their own families. Chafin 
said, realizing there is no “special im
munity” against divorce or other family 
tragedies in pastoral families.

Earlier, veteran Southern Baptist 
pastoral care expert Wayne E. Oates 
sounded a similar theme, warning that 
the pastor is particularly vulnerable to 
family crises. Rather than “putting the 
Lord’s work first,” he declared, 
ministers should heed Paul’s admonition 
that anyone who fails to care for his own 
family is worse than an unbeliever, a 
neglect he described as “the least used 
test of orthodoxy.”

Former Vice-president Walter Mon- 
(Continued on page 3)

SWBTS faculty odds McDow
FORT WORTH. Tex.(BP)- The nam

ing of two major campus buildings, the 
adoption of a record budget, and the elec
tion of three new faculty members were 
highlights of the spring trustees meeting 
at Southwestern Baptist Theological 
Seminary.

Malcolm McDow, director of evangel
ism for the Tennessee Baptist Conven
tion since 1977, was elected associate 
professor of evangelism effective May 1.

McDow previously was a pastor of 
Cherry Road Baptist Church in Memphis 
and on church staffs in Rayville, La., and 
Houston. He is a graduate of Baylor 
University and Southwestern and New 
Orleans seminaries.

Earl R. Martin, Southern Baptist mis
sionary to Rwanda, was elected pro
fessor of missions and world religions 
effective June 1.

Martin is a graduate of Maryville Col
lege, Maryville, Tenn., Southwestern 
and Southeastern seminaries, and the

Wayne Allen improves
Wayne Allen, president of the 

Tennessee Baptist Convention, has 
left the hospital and is doing “just 
great,” according to East Park 
Baptist Church of Memphis where 
he is pastor.

Allen suffered a heart attack on 
March 9 and was taken to Baptist 
Memorial Hospital East, Memphis, 
where he stayed until March 26.

He is expected to be confined to 
his home for about three weeks, 
and then will be able to resume a 
restricted schedule.

PRIORITY — Walter Mondale, former 
U.S. vice-president, addressed the 
Christian life seminar on "Strengthen
ing Families: A National Priority."

University of Nairobi. Kenya. In addition 
to duties as a general evangelist in 
Kenya and Rwanda, he was on the Bap
tist seminary faculty in Arusha, Tan
zania. for 11 years.

Doyle L. Young, of Weatherford. Tex., 
was elected instructor in church history' 
effective May 1. He currently is Baptist 
Student Union director and Bible instruc
tor at Weatherford College and an ad
junct teacher in church history' at 
Southwestern.

Young, a native of Temple, Tex., is a 
graduate of Baylor University and 
Southwestern.

The seminary’s Recreation/Aerobics 
Center was named for Myra K. and J. 
Roy Slover of Liberty, Tex., who gave 
property valued at Sl-million in 
February 1979, the largest single gift in 
Southwestern’s history.

The board also voted to name the 
Memorial Building complex for B.H. 
Carroll, founder and first president of 
the seminary. The complex includes 
Scarborough Hall, Truett Auditorium, 
and Fleming Library, which will retain 
their original names. The entire complex 
will be known as the B.H. Carroll 
Memorial Building.

The board adopted a record $14-million 
operating budget for the 1982-83 
academic year, representing an 18.2 per
cent increase over the 1981-82 operating 
budget of $11.9-million, according to 
Russell H. Dilday Jr., seminary presi
dent.

In presenting the budget Dilday noted 
that $5.6-million in funding from the 
Southern Baptist Convention Cooper-

(Continued on page 2)
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BSSB staffers to highlight 
medio library convention

Five Baptist Sunday School Board 
staff members will highlight the 1982 
Tennessee Baptist Media Library Con
vention, April 15-17, in Chattanooga.

Jacqulyn Anderson, Gary Cook, Man- 
cil Ezell, John Hack, and Keith Mee will 
lead conferences of interest to church 
staff members, media library staff, and 
others interested in media/library sub
jects.

The convention, hosted by First Bap
tist and Red Bank Baptist churches in 
Chattanooga, is expected to attract 
about 350 Tennessee Baptists from 
across the state.

Jacqulyn Anderson, consultant in the 
church media library department of the 
Sunday School Board, is the author of 
four Broadman cassette tapes in the 
Media Center Techniques series, and has 
written three books on church media 
library subjects.

Gary Cook is director of the church 
and staff support division at the board. 
He is responsible for the operation of the 
church administration, church architec
ture, church media library, church 
music, and church recreation depart
ments. A graduate of Oklahoma Baptist 
University, Shawnee, Okla., and 
Southwestern Baptist Theological 
Seminary, Fort Worth, Tex., Cook 
served as pastor of churches in 
Oklahoma before joining the board.

Ezell, secretary of the church media 
library department, has served in posi
tions at the board since 1964. He is the 
author of four books, five filmstrips, and 
one teaching kit.

John Hack, church library consultant 
for the church library department, has 
served as minister of education and 
music at churches in Kentucky, was 
audiovisual librarian at Southern Baptist 
Theological Seminary, Louisville, Ky., 
and has served as president of the Ken
tucky Baptist Library Association.

Baptist broadcasters 
to organize in April

FORT WORTH, Tex. — A support 
group of Baptist laypersons in the broad
cast industry is being formed by the 
Southern Baptist Radio and Television 
Commission, with its first meeting 
scheduled for April 6.

The organization, Baptists in Broad
casting, is designed to provide broad
casters an opportunity to share 
professional resources with each other 
and with the Radio-TV Commission, and 
to fellowship with their Baptist peers.

Ron Dixon, RTVC vice-president for 
media services who is coordinating this 
effort, said he is inviting radio and TV 
station owners, general managers, pro
gram directors, news directors, sales 
managers, and others to join.

The first meeting, April 6, will be in 
Dallas in conjunction with the annual 
convention of the National Association of 
Broadcasters April 4-7.

Keith Mee is supervisor of the pro
gram and field services section of the 
church media library department. He is 
the author of two books on the use of 
library and audiovisuals. A native of 
Oregon, Mee is a graduate of the Univer
sity of Kentucky, Lexington. Before join
ing the board in 1960, he was minister of 
education at Immanuel Baptist Church 
in Lexington, Ky., for eight years.

Registration for the convention will 
begin at 12:30 p.m., April 15. First Bap
tist Church will host the Thursday ses
sions and the Friday daytime sessions. 
Red Bank Baptist Church will host a Fri
day evening banquet and the Saturday 
sessions. The convention will end at 
noon, April 17.

Gary McEwen called
to Cottage Grove

Gary McEwen acceptd a call from Cot
tage Grove Baptist Church, Cottage 
Grove, to come as its pastor.

McEwen, who began Jan. 27, came to 
the church from the pastorate of Bethel 
Baptist Church, Yorkville.

A native of Memphis, McEwen is a 
graduate of Union University, Jackson, 
and is enrolled in seminary extension 
courses with Southern Baptist Theo
logical Seminary, Louisville, Ky., 
through Union.

Recreation plays 'unique' role 
in church ministry, says Conner

Recreation has a unique potential, 
place, and purpose in the ministry and 
outreach of a church, according to Ray 
Conner, secretary of the church recrea
tion department of the Baptist Sunday 
School Board.

Conner addressed the Church Recrea
tion Mini-lab at Henry Horton State 
Park, March 19-20. About 50 people, in
cluding church staff members and lay 
persons involved in church recreation, 
attended the meeting, making it the 
largest state-wide church recreation 
conference ever held in Tennessee, ac
cording to Eleanor Yarborough, church 
recreation consultant for the Tennessee 
Baptist Convention.

“Recreation offers meaningful sup
port to every function of a church,” Con
ner said. “Every church is involved in 
the ministry of recreation whether they 
recognize it or not.”

He said when a banquet, social, team 
sport activity, craft activity, or a drama 
takes place, that is church recreation.

“Contrary to popular belief, a church 
need not be rich, have a paid staff 
worker, a large congregation, a gym, or 
a lot of youth to have a strong and vital 
recreational ministry,” Conner con
tinued, adding that a balanced program 
of recreation should meet the needs of all 
ages and both sexes.

Sharing impressions of the mini-lab, 
Linda Lambert, recreation associate of 
the West Jackson Baptist Church, 
Jackson, said, “I learned that the time of 
fellowship, role playing, and other ac
tivities that take place before our Sunday 
School, are actually part of recreation. 
Church recreation can truly enhance 
every area of our church’s program and 
ministry.”

Jerry McGehee dies 
in Alabama hospital

Jerry McGehee, pastor of Tennessee 
and Alabama churches for 46 yers, died 
March 19 in a Huntsville, Ala., hospital.

McGehee, 79, retired from the 
pastorate of Pleasant Ridge Baptist 
Church, Huntland, in 1978. His previous 
pastorates include Oak Grove Baptist 
Church, Flintville; Keith Springs and 
Lexie Baptist churches, both of 
Belvidere; Elora and Donaldson Grove 
Baptist churches, both of Elora; and 
Macedonia Baptist Church, Ardmore.

A native of Jackson County, Ala., 
McGehee is survived by his widow, Jen-

Baptist Pavilion to awaken 
with activity as fair opens

KNOXVILLE - When the 1982 World’s 
Fair opens here May 1, the Baptist 
Pavilion will begin to buzz with activity, 
entertainment, and a positive Christian 
witness.

Every operating hour of the fair, a 
variety of musical, dramatic, and multi
media presentations will be delivered in 
and outside of the pavilion.

Beginning at 10:00 each morning, Pup
pet People, Baptist Ministries for the 
1982 World’s Fair’s strolling puppet 
team, and assorted guest puppet teams 
will greet fair visitors outside the Baptist 
Pavilion.

The Puppet People, 11 Tennessee col
lege students, are all Tennessee Baptist 
Convention sponsored semester mis
sionaries. Serving as crowd movers to 
draw people to the Baptist Pavilion, the 
Puppet People will perform from stroll
ing circus-style wagons.

“The Word Is ... Energy,” a multi
image presentation, produced by the 
Southern Baptist Home Mission Board, 
will kickoff the morning’s events. The 
presentation will address God as the 
creator of energy and His supplementing 
relationship to man’s need for energy.

Following the multi-image presenta
tion, the musical-drama team, Power- 
Source, will deliver “Love, You Spoke a 
Word,” a musical-drama composed by 
blind Christian entertainer Ken Medema 
of San Francisco and writer and enter
tainer Craig McNair Wilson of New York 
City. Composed of 16 vocalists, Power- 
Source, split into two octets, will perform 
every hour, totaling ten performances 
daily.

At 11:45 a.m. and 12:20 p.m. each day, 
a visiting Baptist church or college choir 
will perform in the pavilion. Coming 
from as far as Texas and Michigan, 145 
choirs will perform throughout the fair’s 
six-month span.

The afternoon agenda will commence 
with the multi-image presentation 
followed by PowerSource. The Baptist 
Pavilion hourly cycle will continue 
likewise until the fair’s conclusion each 

ny Mae; and three daughters, Edith, R- Cal Guy, Bottoms Professor of Mis
Mrs. Raymond Brown, and Mrs. Clifton s»ons and founding director of the World 
Moore, all of New Market. Ala. Mission/Church Growth Center, was 

The funeral was held March 22 at honored for 36 years of teaching at 
Gallant Funeral Home, Fayetteville. Southwestern. He will retire July 31.

night at 10:00.
Adjacent to the Baptist Pavilion, a 

40-foot carillon tower, with a repertoire 
of hymns and 23 national anthems, will 
chime every operating hour of the fair.

An exhibit at the base of the structure 
will explain how the instrument, com
posed of bells and electronic devices, 
works.

The Southern Baptist Convention logo, 
a cross superimposed over an open Bible 
below a universal globe, will be 
displayed at the top of the carillon tower.

Three meetings set 
for VBS training

Three mission Vacation Bible School 
team training conferences are scheduled 
in April in Brentwood, Memphis, and 
Chattanooga.

Designed to train workers in mission 
Vacation Bible Schools, the conferences 
are sponsored by the Sunday School 
department of the Tennessee Baptist 
Convention.

Age group conferences and a con
ference on backyard Bible clubs will be 
led at each location by Ray Evette, 
director of preschool and children’s work 
for the TBC Sunday School department; 
and three state-approved consultants, 
Lou Heath of Nashville, Eddie Neely of 
Knoxville, and Georgia Sinclair of Knox
ville.

The Brentwood conference, April 19, 
will meet at the Tennessee Baptist Con
vention building. Berclair Baptist 
Church will host the Memphis con
ference, April 20. The Chattanooga 
meeting will be at the Hamilton County 
Baptist Association office.

Each conference will begin at 
6:30 p.m. and end at 9:30 p.m. The 
deadline for reservations is April 12. 
Contact the Sunday School department 
of the Tennessee Baptist Convention for 
reservations.

SWBTS faculty. . .
(Continued from page 1) 

ative Program, and a 35 percent in
crease in endowment earnings and 39 
percent increase in gifts and grants 
allowed the substantial budget increase.

Major increases included utility ex
penses, general salary increases for 
faculty and staff, and operating expenses 
for several new programs previously ap
proved.

The board approved an increase in the 
student matriculation fee to $225 per 
semester effective in the fall of 1982 as 
part of the budget. The increase is con
current with a standard increase ap
proved by the five other Southern Baptist 
seminaries.

Justice C. Anderson was named Bot
toms Professor of Missions, effective 
Aug. 1. He will continue as director of the 
World Mission/Church Growth Center.

James Eaves, former pastor of Union 
Avenue Baptist Church of Memphis and 
presently SWBTS professor of 
evangelism, was named to the George 
W. Truett Chair of Ministry for the 
1982-83 academic year. He will be a 
teaching liaison for the evangelism, 
pastoral ministries, and missions divi
sions and be responsible for Pioneer 
Penetration, an annual week of revival 
emphasis across the United States in
volving Southwestern students.
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■amily life seminar

’REJUDICE — Houston pastor William 
.awson, a graduate of Tennessee State 
Jniversity, Nashville, spoke to last 
week’s seminar on ’’Families Combat
ting Prejudice."

Missionary jailed 
□fter car accident

HONDURAS (BP)- Southern Baptist 
Missionary Stephen Baillio was jailed 
vernight and later released on bail after 
he car he was driving struck and killed a 
roman near Tegucigalpa, Honduras, 
March 14.

Baillio said he was driving about 35 
oiles per hour when the woman stepped 

I ff a bus, parked on the wrong side of the 
ighway, and walked directly into the 
iath of his car. The missionary family

I /as returning home from morning wor- 
hip services.

J He took the injured woman to a 
! lospital in Tegucigalpa, where she died 

bout three hours later.
Baillio was held in custody overnight, 

hen released to his home under “house 
rrest” for the next four days. He was 

, eleased on bail March 19 pending filing 
f formal charges.
It is customary throughout Latin Ameri- 

। a for drivers involved in injury accidents 
o be jailed and charged, regardless of 
specific circumstances in the accidents. 

' Baillio said by telephone he was over- 
vhelmed by the visits of about 30 mem- 
>ers of his Honduran church, who came 

hy his home to offer their support. 
Members of three churches assisted the 
lamily, and the Woman’s Missionary 
Jnion of one church spent one night in 
grayer for the missionary.

Retreat scheduled 
for small churches

The 1982 Small Church Sunday School 
= Leadership Retreat, April 23-24, will be 
leld at Camp Carson, Newport.

; Age group conferences will be led by 
ive consultants from the Southern Bap-

*.ist Sunday School Board: Cosette 
Baker, James Berthelot, Cos Davis, 
Daryl Heath, and Becky Martin.

Sponsored by the Sunday School 
iepartment of the Tennessee Baptist 
Convention, the retreat begins with 
*egistration at 4 p.m., April 23, and ends 
vith lunch on April 24.

The deadline for reservations is 
\pril 15. A $12 registration fee should ac
company reservations sent to the Sunday 
School department, Tennessee Baptist 
Convention, P.O. Box 347, Brentwood, 
TN 37027.

(Continued from page 1) 
dale called for reordering the nation’s 
priorities to make sure every person 
lives a full life, pointing out that almost 
every social problem in the nation is 
related to family crises. He affirmed his 
personal Christian faith and clearly 
stated, “I am not a secular humanist.” 
He said he supports a strong national 
defense but not at the expense of social 
programs that help the poor and needy.

U.S. Congressman Claude Pepper, 
urged expanding ministries to the aging, 
saying “the great tragedy” of old age in 
America is the feeling of “being a burden 
instead of a blessing to the family.”

Former Baptist and Reflector colum
nist David Edens said that “within the 
Christian lifestyle, singleness is a valid 
option,” noting that 43-million adults in 
the United States live alone. “Every 
adult has to deal with being single: the 
questions are ‘when?’ and ‘how long?’ ”

Edens of Stephens College, Columbia, 
Mo., said that loneliness is the most often 
cited consequence of singleness, and 
ironically freedom is the greatest advan
tage of being single. He closed by saying 
that singles are crying out, “we want to 
be treated as persons, rather than mis
sion projects; we want to be main- 
streamed into the total church family.”

A black Baptist pastor from Houston, 
Bill Lawson of Wheeler Avenue Baptist 
Church, urged families to work on the 
problem of racial prejudice in the home. 
Acknowledging “the sickness of racism 
belongs to us all,” Lawson said it is 
nevertheless “a curable disease.” The 
only antidote to prejudice in his own life, 
said Lawson, was “love nurtured in the 
womb of a family that prayed together 
and shared Christian values.”

Speaking on the effect of television on 
families, especially children, TV per
sonality Robert Keeshan - “Captain 
Kangaroo” - said too many parents 
blame television as a “scapegoat” 
rather than accepting responsibility for 
the root causes of problems among 
young people. Parents have a respon
sibility to make judgments concerning 
programs which their children watch as 
well as to work with others seeking to im
prove the moral quality of television pro
gramming.

Other major speakers for the seminar 
included Charles Petty, director of the 
governor’s office of citizen affairs for 
North Carolina; James Dobson, pro
ducer of a widely-used film series on 
family life; Joyce Landorf, popular 
author and speaker; and Dorothy Sam
ple, president of Woman’s Missionary 
Union, auxiliary to the SBC.

SBC fills rooms in New Orleans
NEW ORLEANS (BP) - All 6,800 hotel rooms reserved for participants in the 

Southern Baptist Convention annual meeting June 15-17 have been claimed, as 
well as 300 to 500 others the New Orleans housing bureau was able to dig up, ac
cording to convention manager Tim Hedquist.

Hedquist suggests persons still planning to attend the meeting, but who have 
no room, write the New Orleans Convention and Housing Bureau at 334 Royal 
St., 70130. Ask for a brochure that lists all the hotels in the area. They can be 
contacted individually.

The number of rooms reserved through the housing bureau is double that 
reserved last year in Los Angeles when registration reached 13,529.

Statistician Martin Bradley and registration secretary Lee Porter project 
registration will be just over 20,000. Porter says further it is conceivable 
registration could pass Atlanta’s record registration of 22,872 in 1978. Martin’s 
projections are based on location, Baptist strength in the area, and registration 
over the past eight years.

Hedquist says the youth evangelism emphasis that is bringing 5,000 young 
people to New Orleans for a week of study and witnessing, has soaked up rooms 
that normally would be available to the convention bureau. Dorm space in New 
Orleans colleges is gone, and almost every major Southern Baptist church in 
the city is housing youth, he says.

The 6,800 original rooms were sold out by Dec. 1 after registration opened 
Oct. 1. The majority of the hotels were filled in two weeks.

SEMINAR — Jerry Falwell (left) listens intently to Jimmy Allen (right), awaiting his 
turn to address the same topic, ’’Strengthening.Families in the Nation," at last 
week’s seminar in Atlanta. Foy Valentine (center) is executive director of the SBC 
Christian Life Commission which sponsored the seminar.

Falwell, Allen give opinions 
on school prayer, abortion

ATLANTA (BP)- Moral Majority 
president Jerry Falwell and former 
Southern Baptist Convention president 
Jimmy R. Allen gave differing views on 
the roles of public schools and abortion 
during a Christian Life Commission 
seminar in Atlanta on strengthening 
families.

Falwell, pastor of Thomas Road Bap
tist Church Lynchburg, Va., and founder 
of Moral Majority, and Allen, president 
of the Southern Baptist Radio and Televi
sion Commission, each spoke on the 
topic, “Strengthening Families in the 
Nation” before a packed crowd of almost 
1,200.

Falwell supported the teaching of 
“scientific creationism” and “scientific 
evolution” in public schools, saying he 
does not believe it is a violation of 
separation of church and state as 
declared by an Arkansas Federal 
District Court. Falwell also endorsed 
“voluntary” prayer in public schools, 
and supported alternative education 
through 18,000 Christian parochial 
schools.

Allen, however, drew applause from 
the crowd by reaffirming his conviction 
“that withdrawal from the public school 
of the children of our strongest Christian 
families and of the finest Christian 
teachers or administrators is a basic 
mistake of strategy for the Christian 
community.” This leaves the public 
school system “abandoned to non
Christians, poverty-stricken, and a few 
stubborn and embattled believers,” 
Allen said.

Citing the personal influence of a 
Christian teacher in an inner-city public 
school which did not have formal devo- 
tionals or prayers, Allen said, “What I 
am calling for is not formal prayers in 
public schools, but for more Christians 
who are pray-ers to be in the public 
schools of America.”

Allen said the greatest classroom in 
America is not the schoolroom, but the 
living room or den where the television 
set is located. “Television is the greatest 
teaching tool in the history of 
humanity.”

Christian television programming can 
make a new impact on American family 
values, Allen said, but Christians must 
become involved in strengthening the 
family, not because it concerns the 
health of the nation, but because of the 
purposes of God. “It is not enough to be 
concerned about the family for patriotic 
reasons,” said Allen, who warned that 
“civil religion is dangerous because it 
overpromises and underproduces.”

Although both opposed abortion on de
mand, Falwell said he “respectfully 
disagreed” with Allen’s plea for “com
passion and forgiveness” for women and 
young girls who have abortions in cases 
or rape, incest, and threat to life and 
health of the mother.

In introducing Falwell, Christian Life 
Commission Executive Director Foy 
Valentine pointed out Falwell had a 
clearly stated agenda for “strengthening 
families in the nation.”

“I assume that the agenda he pursues 
as pastor of the Thomas Road Baptist 
Church is one with which we would be in 
essential agreement, but the agenda pur
sued by the Moral Majority political 
organization is apparently not one with 
which we are in complete and total 
agreement,” Valentine said. “Never
theless, we need to hear you,” he told 
Falwell.

McDivitt to lead
Trimble Baptists

Jerry McDivitt was called to lead First 
Baptist Church, Trimble, as pastor, a 
ministry he began Jan. 27.

McDivitt came to the church from the 
pastorate of Halls Westside Baptist 
Church, Halls, and was previously 
pastor of Beaver Baptist Church, 
Brighton, and First Baptist Church, 
Mason. He is evangelism committee 
chairman for Dyer Baptist Association.

A native of Covington, McDivitt is a 
graduate of Union University, Jackson, 
and Midwestern Baptist Theological 
Seminary, Kansas City, Mo.
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EDITORIAL

Baptists must respond to family life crisis
twice the number who normally attend the annual Christian Life Commis-

Every survey of church and denominational leaders in the past decade 
that we recall has listed as a major concern ‘ ‘the deterioration of the family 
in America.”

Most of today’s adults were children in an era when movies and television 
depicted marriage as ideal, complete happiness. What problems arose in 
‘‘Father Knows Best” were all solved joyfully in 30 minutes. Marriage was 
a life-long commitment; divorces were so rare that neither the church nor 
society in general knew how to deal with the victims — and did not seem 
concerned that it did not.

Strict laws made divorce almost impossible. Many denominations did not 
permit divorce by its members. Public opinion almost made social outcasts 
of those who admitted to unsuccessful marriages.

Because of these legal, religious, and attitudinal restrictions, there is ‘ 
really no way of knowing how many marriages were “happy” or simply 
“tolerated.”

The post World War II emphasis on materialism would seem to have been . 
the beginning of family life demise in America. The family was no longer j 
judged by its internal cohesive relationships, but by the size of the house, ( 
the make and number of automobiles, and the acquiring of “things” like < 
boats, color television sets, and country club memberships.

These pressures for materialistic success led to the conclusion that one 
ordinary job was not sufficient, leading to overtime hours, second jobs, and 
employment outside the home taken by wives and children.

The home, which had once been the center of recreation and relation
ships, became merely a place to refuel, rewrap, or rest the physical body 
between outside activities.

The quest for “happiness” was never satisfied, because there were 
always new models or more exciting things to be acquired.

Accompanying this materialism was an overwhelming parallel emphasis 
on “selfishness.” Personal satisfaction and pleasure were seen as the key to 
real happiness. Gradually this attitude worked its way into family life, 
leading many to believe that family responsibilities were a threat and 
hindrance to realizing a person’s goals.

The movies, television, and magazines began to glamorize divorce. 
Legislatures repeatedly acted to make divorce laws more lax.

Faced with the rising number of family breakups, the churches began to 
speak less and less about divorce - and eventually less and less about mar
riage as a God-ordained institution.

Finally, the trend in churches has begun to shift. No longer could this 
massive problem be ignored. So, in the midst of Bold Mission Thrust - 
Southern Baptists’ visionary goal to confront every person on earth with the 
gospel by the end of this century - we are inserting a three-year emphasis 
on strengthening family life.

To launch this needed priority, the Christian Life Commission held a 
significant seminar last week in Atlanta. For three days an outstanding ar
ray of those involved in various aspects of family life explored the seminar 
theme, “Strengthening Families.”

The response was overwhelming. Registration reached 1,163 - more than
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sion seminars.
This was not a seminar of “doom” with leaders predicting the complete 

demise of family life in America. Naturally, there was a certain amount of 
“viewing with alarm” the rising divorce rate, touching the marriages of ac
tive church members and even pastors.

Many speakers challenged churches to make family life a top priority, 
forsaking the syndrome of silence for an active emphasis on counseling and 
marriage enrichment programs. Churches must seek ways to equip their 
members for marriage - and give continuing assistance for a proper inter
pretation of family life.

Certainly, neither Bold Mission Thrust priorities nor a three-day 
seminary will solve the crisis in America’s families. It is a beginning, but 
unless the churches tackle this immense problem in their local congrega
tions and communities, the emphasis will produce little positive results.

Yes, there is a critical crisis in family life. Yet, as Christians, we are con
vinced that God is vitally concerned in the breakdown of the family His 
first institution, outdating the church and governments. Likewise, we are 
convinced that God desires to guide any effort to reclaim the spiritual, 
social, and physical importance of the family unit.

Because of this, we are not without hope or help. The problem is immense 
- but so is God’s power.

GUEST EDITORIAL

Dollars for defamation
By Elmer L. Gray, editor

“The California Southern Baptist,” Fresno, Calif.
An 18-inch ad during February in the San Rafael Independent Journal offered 

$1,000 to students of Golden Gate Baptist Theological Seminary who would write and 
report “liberal statements of professors.”

San Rafael is the county seat of Marin County where Golden Gate seminary is 
located. Golden Gate is one of six Southern Baptist seminaries in the United States. 
These six seminaries have a total enrollment of over 20,000 students preparing for 
church ministries and church-related vocations.

The ad that offers to pay students $1,000 for speaking against their professors 
makes it clear there is no intention to pay any of these students $1,000. No! The writer 
of the “best essay” will be paid $500 and then $100 will be paid five others who might 
be selected.

For some reason the person placing the ad felt that it was important to offer 
anonymity to the students writing their complaints about their professors. He in
sisted that this would be done to protect the writers.

The person placing the ad is not identified, but any student wishing to malign a pro
fessor publicly in print and get paid for it may send his “essay” to “Dr. William A. 
Powell” of Hollywood, Calif.

Powell is editor ofThe Southern Baptist Journal, published in Buchanan, Ga. The 
masthead of the paper identifies itself as the publication of “Baptist Faith and 
Message Fellowship, Inc., of Southern Baptists.” However, it states in boldface type 
in the masthead, “This is NOT an official publication of the Southern Baptist Conven
tion.”

This isn’t the first time Powell’s Georgia paper has attacked the Southern Baptist 
seminary in California. Powell printed a series of articles written by someone whom 
he identified as a graduate of Golden Gate, of California Graduate School of 
Theology, and of San Francisco Theological Seminary which was apparently meant 
to be disclosures of liberalism.

In the meantime Golden Gate seminary continues to grow. It has the largest enroll
ment it has ever had. Its students are boldly witnessing for Christ and serving 
churches and missions as far away as the Nevada line.

The faculty has been increased in order to take care of the rapidly growing student 
body. Every faculty member joins with the others who have served through the 
years in signing his full and unreserved commitment to the Bible as having “God for 
its author, salvation for its end, and truth, without any mixture of error, for its mat
ter.”

What should be done about this ad?
Nothing can be done about it. This is a free country. Anybody can attack what 

Southern Baptists are doing without fear of retribution. It is not appropriate for us 
even to answer such charges nor to condemn any student who might be attracted by 
the dollars.

But, some keep asking, “Why does this kind of thing happen when the Lord is so 
obviously blessing Golden Gate seminary and California Southern Baptists?”

When an individual or a group starts a forward surge in serving Christ, opposition 
will often arise. Some opposition is obviously inspired by the devil, but some of it 
comes from seemingly well-meaning persons who are not satisfied with the ter
minology or the methodology. Criticism should be taken seriously, but we should 
determine not to lose the momentum of the advance simply to pacify some critics.

Usually those who go public with their criticism are not interested in helping, but 
rather in profit or in power. This isn’t true with all critics. Some will be the strongest 
supporters of a work that they are critical of. The only thing to do is to keep our eyes 
on Christ and to follow His leadership without hesitation.
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Nominations sought 
for heritage award

The awards committee of the Ten
nessee Baptist Historical Society has an
nounced it is still open to nominations for 
the 1982 Tennessee Baptist Heritage 
award to be presented during the annual 
Tennessee Baptist Convention, Nov. 
16-18, in Memphis.

The award will be given to a nominee 
who has made a significant contribution 
to Baptist life on a state, associational, 
or local church level, according to 
Eleanor Yarborough, TBC historical 
consultant.

Anyone wishing to nominate a can
didate for the award should send the per
son’s biographical sketch, a list of 
written works, major accomplishments, 
and other pertinent data, according to 
Glenn Toomey of Morristown, director of 
missions for the Nolachucky Baptist 
Association and chairman of the awards 
committee.

The deadline for nominations is July 
31. These should be submitted to Toomey 
or the committee members, Eugene 
Cotey of Murfreesboro and Marilyn Red
ding of Memphis.

The recipient will be asked to attend 
the Tennessee Baptist Convention to 
receive the award.

Personal 
perspective
By TOM MADDEN 

TBC executive secretary
“But I went into Arabia” (Galatians 

1:17).
After the dramatic conversion of Saul 

of Tarsus, he was eager and impatient to 
share his Damascus Road experience 
with the whole world. Instead he was led 
by God into Arabia, where some scholars 
think he spent about three years.
Surely Paul needed 

time to restudy the 
Word of God in light 
of the fact that he 
now believed the 
Messiah had been 
born, lived, cru
cified, and was al
ready risen. He had 
formerly believed 
the Messiah was yet 
to come. Madden

He needed the wilderness experience 
in order that he might later say, “I 
received of the Lord that which I also 
delivered unto you.”

The thought came to me that many of 
us have an Arabian desert experience 
bound up in the bundle of life.

There is the Arabia of illness. I have 
never known a sickness to be convenient 
or welcomed. However, I have known 
some illnesses, looked upon in retro
spect, that have been used of God for 
good. At these times we can say, “It is 
good for me that I have been afflicted.”

All of us travel to the Arabia of sorrow 
and grief. Either we have experienced it 
or we are on the waiting list. It is in this 
experience we can learn of God’s grace 
and the peace that passeth all 
understanding. We can say, “Thou hast 
enlarged me when I was in distress.”

Surely all of us have been to the Arabia 
of disappointment. Our plans go away, 
our dreams fade, and we can say, “The 
ships went not, for they were broken on 
the rocks.”

I do know this, God can take our Ara
bian experiences and, in time, use them 
for much good. I don’t believe Paul 
would have been all he came to be if he 
had missed his Arabian experience.

Yettem tie Sditot.,,
Letters on any religion-related subject arc welcomed. Letters of over 300 words 
will not be used. Other letters may be shortened at the discretion of the editor. 
No unsigned letters will be printed, but writer’s name will be withheld for 
sufficient reason. Letters must contain complete address.

Care for the retarded
Dear editor:

I am in sympathy with the lady that 
wrote you about her retarded daughter 
(letters to the editor, March 3). She 
made me realize how badly we need a 
home for our retarded people.

On page 3 of that issue there is mention 
of many, many millions of dollars. I see 
there is $12.5-million to be spent on two 
different challenge phases. What better 
way could we spend some of this huge 
amount of money? I think there should 
be one built in western Tennessee, one in 
middle Tennessee, and one in eastern 
Tennessee.

A lot of retarded people will never be 
able to work. To me, I think our churches 
could help take care of these retarded 
people.

The officers of our SBC ought to do this 
soon. I am of the opinion that a lot of our 
money sent overseas to mission fields 
never gets to the ones that really need it 
most. I have an idea that the big wheels 
of these poor countries get most of the 
money.

If the Executive Committee of our SBC 
would authorize the building of these 
three schools and homes, this would be 
much better than sending a lot of money 
for the poor in Africa, India, or 
wherever. We Southern Baptists could 
visit these people, and at least we all 
could see something good our tithes 
helped make possible.

This is similar to what our government 
does. They give our tax dollars away to 
help poor people, but most of it never 
reaches the poor.

Sam E. Goad
Rt. 1, Box 343
Covington, TN 38019

Confirm or confound?
Dear editor:

Thank you for your challenging edito
rial on Southern Baptist education 
(March 17). If indeed the thesis says 
what it seems to say, then theological 
education at Southern seminary does not 
confirm a person’s faith, but rather con
founds it.

At least, your suggestion to investigate 
is certainly in order. If the questions 
were on minor issues, I would not be 
alarmed, but the questions you listed in 
your editorial seem to be the very heart 
of our faith.

Please keep the issue alive and us in
formed as to any action taken.

Clay Frazier
311 Cypress St.
Mount Carmel, TN 37642

Outraged at Porter
Dear editor:

I was outraged to read of the com
ments made by Nathan Porter, the SBC 
Home Mission Board Domestic Hunger 
Consultant, regarding President 
Reagan’s budget cuts (“Hunger 
specialist urges fewer federal social 
cuts,” March 17).

He was right when he said he could not 
speak for all Southern Baptists. What he 
believes as an individual is one thing, but 
as an employee of the convention, he 
should be careful not to misrepresent the 
entire SBC.

I quote Porter, “Human need and 
social justice cannot be sacrificed at the 
altar of economic program and military 
might.”

He also stated that the time has not 
come to “abandon our compassion, our 
ideals, and our commitment to justice.”

He said all of this before a House 
budget panel in Washington. He blasted 
the Reagan program as an “irresponsi
ble transfer of help to the rich.’’

He sounds as if he is running for the 
Democratic nomination in 1984.

He is judging the President’s motives 
when he claims that he is hurting the 
poor and helping the wealthy.

There are many of us who believe that 
cuts were necessary and that the 
military needed a higher priority in our 
budget.

I hope our convention workers deal 
more with solutions and less rhetoric in 
the future. The president needs prayers, 
he already gets enough criticism.

Dennis Vest
287 Jefferson
Ripley, TN 38063

Concern for daughter
Dear editor:

I would like to add my comments and 
concern to that of the lady who had the 
“special child” and was concerned about 
its future if she became unable to care 
for it or died before it did (letters, March 
3).

My wife Frances and I have a 33-year- 
old daughter about whom we are very 
concerned, if something should happen 
to us. The only thing she can do for 
herself is feed herself and the food has to 
be fixed exactly right or she can’t do 
that. Having been the pastor of small, 
rural churches for the past 30 years and a 
school teacher for the past 20 years, it is 
understandable that we have amassed 
very little of this world’s goods. What lit
tle we do have would be gladly given to 
the TBC if we had the assurance that our 
little one would be properly cared for if 
we precede her in death or become 
unable physically to care for her.

We have tried to be good stewards of 
God’s blessings in this life and would like 
very much to be assured that if anything 
is left at our passing, it would be used 
wisely by the TBC to help provide for not 
only ours but others as well.

Lauren Locke
Rt. 1
Darden, TN 38328

Incisive, informative, fair
Dear editor:

Your editorial on the Hollyfield thesis 
is probably the most important one to ap
pear in your paper or any state journal 
for many a moon. It is incisive, infor
mative, and eminently fair. It demon
strates great courage to face the issue of 
theological drift in our convention 
without labeling everyone a liberal or 
trying to damage our schools. It is a

New lesson writers named
Two pastors have been named to write 

Sunday School lesson commentaries for 
the Baptist and Reflector during the next 
quarter.

Larry M. Taylor, pastor of First Bap
tist Church, Jefferson City, will write the 
Life and Work series commentary ; and 
Dennis R. Plank, pastor of First Baptist 
Church, Madison, will provide the Bible 
Book series commentary. The first 
lessons for both writers appear in this 
issue of the Baptist and Reflector.

Taylor, a native of Little Rock, Ark., 
has been pastor of the Jefferson City 
church for more than five years. Before 
that, he was pastor of First Baptist

* Citizen’s Corner *
$ By Jerry M. Self J
♦ Public affairs and Christian life ♦ 
* consultant J

Two gambling bills are set to be voted 
on by the Tennessee House Wednesday, 
April 7. The Racing Commission Law, 
HB 1106, which would bring paramutuel 
gambling to Memphis and Nashville, is 
the first of these bills. The Senate 
companion, SB 1074, waits patiently in the 
Senate calendar 
committee to ^ee 
what action the 
House will take.
The second bill 

would remove the 
June 30 deadline to 
outlaw gambling on 
pinball machines. If 
passed, HB 2247 
would legalize pin
ball gambling using Self 
machines already in the state. No new 
machines would be allowed in. Supposed
ly, when existing machines wear out. 
pinball gambling would become illegal. 
The Senate version of the bill, SB 2218, 
was due for a hearing before the senate 
judiciary committee on Tuesday of this 
week.

The Senate meets this week while the 
House is in recess. After next week’s 
round of legislative sessions both houses 
should have only two days available for 
business. The legislative leadership has 
considered saving a day or two to meet in 
Knoxville at the opening of the World's 
Fair. Even if they find it necessary to use 
their full 90 days in Nashville, we wall see 
the conclusion of the 92nd General 
Assembly in the next few days.

sincere effort to apprise your readership 
without being an unreasonable critic of 
theological education. It demonstrates 
the tremendous sense of stewardship you 
must feel about your ministry as editor.

During the Elliot controversy, (The 
Message of Genesis), in the early 1960s. 
every gory detail was aired in our press 
with most editors taking a position of op
position to the contents of the book and of 
real concern for the issue.

In our present theological unrest, there 
appears to be a strange silence by many 
editors which some have interpreted as 
suppression of the facts and a real 
reticence on their part to positionize 
themselves, which makes your editorial 
all the more important.

As one who was saved, nurtured, and 
called to preach in Nashville churches 
and who pastored in Tennessee for 16 
years, I love Tennessee Baptists and 
thank God that you are editor of the Bap
tist and Reflector.

Eldridge L. Miller
122 West Chickasaw St.
Sallisaw, OK 74955

Church, Cleburne, Tex. He is a graduate 
of Ouachita Baptist University, Arkadel
phia, Ark., and Southwestern Baptist 
Theological Seminary, Fort Worth, Tex.

A native of London, Ontario, Canada, 
Plank grew up in upstate New York. 
Before becoming pastor of the Madison 
church in 1981, he was pastor of First 
Baptist Church, Greenbrier, for more 
than seven years. He has al o served 
churches in Kentucky, Ohio, and In
diana. Plank is a graduate of Southern 
Baptist Theological Seminary, Louis
ville, Ky., and has done post graduate 
work at the University of Louisville 
(Ky.) and the University of Akron 
(Ohio).
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EDITOR'S NOTE: This is part of a 
series of feature stories on the ex
ecutive heads of Southern Baptist 
agencies, boards, and institutions. 
Each article has been written by a 
public relations person within the 
agency.

By Robert O’Brien
RICHMOND, Va.(BP)- As a frail, 

sickly child, Keith Parks surprised doc
tors when he lived beyond the age of 13.

Years later, when his kids were teen
agers, a robust Keith Parks surprised 
their friends, who could not envision los
ing to an “old man,” when he challenged 
and beat them in impromptu foot races.

Members of the Foreign Mission 
Board surprised 25-year veteran mis
sionary and board administrator Keith 
Parks - and many outside observers - 
when they picked him to succeed Baker 
James Cauthen as chief administrator of 
the world’s largest evangelical mission
ary-sending agency.

It still surprises 54-year-old Foreign 
Mission Board President Keith Parks 
when people talk about him in the role of 
president. “I’m always a little surprised 
or detached when they talk about it. 
Sometimes I feel like they must be talk
ing about someone else. I never thought 
I’d be that in my wildest imagination.”

Parks, in turn, has surprised a lot of 
people since he assumed his duties 
Jan. 1, 1980, with the sweeping innova
tions his administrative style has 
brought. The openness which charac
terizes his presidency - such as his 
willingness to speak forthrightly on even 
the most complex problems of run-

ON THE

CHRISTIAN LIFE COMMISSION, SBC
MOTHER’S LIFESTYLE AFFECTS 
UNBORN CHILD — “A child depends on 
his mother from the moment he is con
ceived. For nine months, the child lives 
as she lives, gaining all nourishment 
needed for life from her body. That’s the 
message the March of Dimes Foundation 
tries to deliver to expectant mothers. 
Without proper care or precautions, a 
woman creates unfavorable ‘living con
ditions’ for the fetus, and unfavorable 
conditions create birth defects. Although 
the largest number of birth defects are 
caused by genetic factors, defects 
caused by environmental factors can be 
prevented by mothers. Smoking, drink
ing alcoholic beverages, and taking un
necessary drugs during pregnancy are of 
particular concern. ‘There’s no question 
with mothers who smoke during their 
pregnancy - their babies are at risk of 
being bom either early or small,’ Terry 
King, director of the neonatal pediatric 
intensive care units at St. Francis 
Medical Center in Monroe, said.... 
Alcohol is another damaging en
vironmental factor.... ‘It’s (fetal 
alcohol syndrome) a very real syndrome 
which usually occurs if the mother 
drinks more than two or more alcoholic 
drinks a day.’ Drugs are another 
substance which may create problems in 
unborn children. Expectant mothers 
should check with their physician before 
taking any prescribed or over-the- 
counter medication.’ ” (LOUISIANA 
BAPTIST CHILDREN’S HOME NEWS, 
March, 1982)

TIME OUT — A cup of coffee, a newspaper, and a TV newscast take Keith Parks' 
mind away from his busy role as president of the Southern Baptist Foreign Mission 
Board during time at home with his family.

ning a $100-million-a-year agency - 
kicks their surprise into overdrive.

Parks believes integrity demands that 
Southern Baptists know the problems as 
well as the victories as the board spends 
their contributions to reach the world for 
Christ.

His sense of integrity was forged in 
small towns in Texas and Arkansas in 
the family of a cattle trader who - in his 
eldest son’s memory - exemplified 
spiritual depth, tough-minded discipline, 
and honesty.

“I would hear Daddy say, when talking 
about guys who would try to trade him a 
sick animal, ‘It does me a lot of good to 
be an honest man and beat them at their 
own game,’ ” recalls Parks.

But those days, in the heart of the 
depression, were not easy for Parks, who 
developed a severe rheumatic condition 
at age six and spent a painful summer in 
the hospital. “When I got out of the 
hospital, I was skinny and weak. I didn’t 
know until years later that doctors told

He also did not know until years later 
that his mother and father knelt by his 
bed and prayed that if God would heal 
and strengthen him they would do all 
they could to encourage him toward 
Christian service.

Texas layman to lead 50,000 logger 
in Brazil Baptist centennial event

RICHMOND, Va.(BP)- Physical 
fitness expert Kenneth Cooper will lead 
50,000 joggers down Rio de Janeiro’s 
Copacabana Beach Sept. 25 in what a 
Brazilian national newspaper has la
beled “the run of the century.”

The event, part of the centennial 
celebration of Baptist work in Brazil, 
will allow Texas Baptist layman Cooper 
to share his Christian testimony with 
participants, according to Thurmon 
Bryant, Southern Baptist Foreign Mis
sion Board director for eastern South 
America. Runners will receive gospel 
literature and be invited to Baptist 
churches by trained counselors at the 
scene.

Bryant reported on the plans at the 
board’s March meeting as he told of ac
complishments already achieved in Mis
sion to Brazil, Texas Baptists’ mission 
partnership with the Foreign Mission 
Board and Brazilian Baptists.

In 1981, Bryant said, more than 1,100 
Texas volunteers from 373 churches

Parks also learned years later that his 
mother had felt called to missions when 
she was a teen-ager but could not go 
because of difficult circumstances dur
ing World War I. After he had decided to 
become a missionary , he learned she had 
prayed for years that God would call one 
of her children for overseas service.

Keith, oldest of four, answered the call 
to Indonesia. If current plans hold, all 
four of his children will end up on the 
mission field. Randall, now 28, earned a 
Ph.D. at Southwestern Baptist Theologi
cal Seminary, where his father also 
earned a doctorate, and has been ap
pointed for Egypt. Kent, 24, a student at 
Southwestern, says he will seek appoint
ment, as will Stanley, 18, and Eloise, 20, 
both students at Hardin-Simmons 
University, Abilene, Tex.

“Mom and Dad never pushed us 
toward missions,” Stanley says of the 
independent-minded Parks children. 
“They gave us the spiritual guidance and 
helped us develop the tools to find out for

Parks’ wife, Helen Jean, his children, 
and co-workers paipt a picture of a com
plex man:

Conscientious family man, sporadic 
jogger, warm preacher, avid reader, 
early-rising tennis player, serious Bible

were instrumental in helping Brazilians 
accept Christ as Saviour. Another 3,500 
Texans have been requested this year for 
87 projects pointing toward the centen
nial observation Oct. 15.

Cooper is well known in Brazil because 
of his training program which helped 
Brazil’s soccer team win its third World 
Cup in 1970. A Brazilian asks a person if 
he jogs this way: “Have you done your 
Cooper today?” In the United States, 
Cooper is best known for his books on 
aerobics and for his large aerobics 
center in Dallas.

Aerobics is a conditioning system that 
emphasizes fitness of the heart, lungs, 
and circulatory system.

Board Chairman Travis Berry of 
Plano, Tex., urged prayer for the April 
13 missionary appointment service in 
Birmingham, Ala. Alabama Baptist 
sponsors have set an attendance goal of 
15,000 and are praying for 500 decisions 
for missionary service. The board also 
will meet in Birmingham April 12-14.

Parks
student, sure-handed egg-throwing 
champ of annual board picnics, good 
listener, “Godly man” with “feet of 
clay,” good handyman, consensus
seeking administrator but firm - some 
say stubborn - romantic and thoughtful 
husband, encourager of creative ideas, 
hard worker, strict but loving father who 
can get angry but forgives and forgets, 
down-to-earth humorist, optimistic 
realist, selective TV viewer, more prone 
to view the “big picture” than to keep up 
with details, practical admirer of beau
ty, rabid Dallas Cowboy fan, and faithful 
church member - even when the Cow
boys play a late Sunday afternoon foot
ball game on TV.

A well-developed sense of humor, a 
key ingredient of that complex mix, 
helps Parks lighten relationships and 
break tension and fatigue at home and 
work. Other escapes at home include 
quietly sipping coffee and watching a 
lighted aquarium in the darkened room, 
a habit he picked up as a missionary in 
Indonesia, and reading Louis L*Amour’s 
western novels.

Parks has learned that the respon
sibility for the board’s $104-million 
budget, 3,100 missionaries, and 350 home 
office staff has headaches as well as vic
tories. With that turf goes responsibility 
to make decisions - popular and un
popular. Parks has made some of both.

A close co-worker says Parks often 
hurts inside when he has to make a tough 
decision regarding staff or when he 
receives a lot of criticism for an un
popular decision. He likes to be liked, but 
he has the capacity to make difficult 
decisions regardless of what people think 
of him, he says.

Commenting on that type of decision, 
Parks says: “I must make those deci
sions based on strong rationale and ob
jective data so that the decision has 
validity apart from feelings and emo
tion. There is no way to please all the 
people in this role. If there’s a basic con
viction on something I know I’ve got to 
stand by - whatever the reaction - I 
have to plant my weight in terms of my __ ____ 1^44__ >»

FAMILY PET Duke of Sprite,
pedigreed Shetland Sheep Dog, basks 
in a moment of affection from Keith 
and Helen Jean Parks in their Rich
mond, Va., home.



March 31, 1982 Baptist and Reflector Page 7

Philippine crusades reap 
13,544 decisions for Christ

MANILA, Philippines (BP)- Thou
sands of Filipinos accepted Christ as 
Savioill during two partnership crusades 
in January and February.

Reports, still lacking totals from at 
least 10 churches, indicate 13,544 people 
made professions of faith, 1,078 were 
baptized, and 242 indicated a desire to 
enter full-time Christian ministry.

The crusades were the first sponsored 
fully by the Southern Baptist Foreign 
Mission Board since it assumed partner
ship evangelism from the World Evan
gelism Foundation Jan. 1.

The first crusade, held Jan. 24-31 in 
three Baptist associations on the island 
of Luzon, drew 171 Southern Baptists 
from the United States who paid their 
own way to participate. Another 179 
came for the second crusade in the metro 
Manila area Feb. 21-28. A total of 71 
Filipino Baptist churches participated in 
the two crusades.

Decisions to follow Christ as personal 
Saviour are recorded only after in
dividuals have signed decision cards also 
bearing the name of the person who 
witnessed to them, said Missionary Jim 
Slack. “We don’t count raised hands and 
give those figures as professions of 
faith.”

The figures are impressive. One South
ern Baptist pastor, who has witnessed lit
tle response in five years at his home 
church, was overwhelmed by more than 
500 professions of faith during his week 
in the Philippines.

For years Southern Baptist mis
sionaries in the Philippines have said the 
country is a ready field for witness. “You 
won’t find a people more responsive to 
the gospel than you will find here,” Mis
sionary Bill Tisdale told crusade par
ticipants.

To reach the people. Southern Baptists 
and Filipino baptists paired up. Every 
morning and afternoon they went out in
to areas around their assigned churches 
to witness, encourage, and invite people 
to evening services. Every evening the 
American pastor preaching in the local 
church brought an evangelistic message 
and called for decisions. Toward the end 
of the week a baptismal service was 
held.

In doing so, they penetrated virtually 
every level of Filipino society.

Partners worked in fishing villages 
along the coast, in farming communities 
in the mountains, among the affluent of 
metro Manila, and with the poor packed 
into Manila’s slums. One team spent a 
week among the prisoners at the national 
prison in Muntinlupa where 1,000 be
lieved and several worked among the 
cardboard and plywood hovels of squat
ters migrating to the cities from the 
provinces in search of a better life.

“The churches of the Luzon Baptist 
Convention are ecstatic about what has 
happened,” said Bob Nash, chairman of 
the Philippines Baptist Mission. “The

Gilding and Gold Leafing - Re
storation of gold leaf surfaces on 
pictures, mirrors, and antique 
frames, etc. Also hand sewn lamp 
shades.
Mary Pate Highway 51 North, Coving
ton, TN 38019 — Phone: 901-476-2563

World's Fair Rentals
May - October

Three bedroom house, 40 miles east 
of Fair site. Night, week or month 
by room or complete house.

Evelyn Snapp
P. O. Box 281 - White Pine, TN 37890.

Phone (615) 674-0646 

crusades have put church growth here 
years ahead of what it would have been 
without them.”

In planning for the crusades, Filipino 
Baptists asked God for 30,00 professions 
of faith and 10,000 baptisms during the 
year. To reach those goals will require 
extensive follow-up efforts on their part.

“Now our work begins,” said Henry 
Cabalang, pastor of University Baptist 
Church in Manila and chairman of the 
crusades’ steering committee. “Now we 
have to disciple these people and help 
them become part of our churches.”

Though the American volunteers will 
not be able to see the full results of their 
efforts, they already are seeing some 
results in themselves. The consensus of 
the group was they would never be the 
same. Their experience with partnership 
evangelism had changed them.

“There is not a one of us from our city 
who could have afforded to come here on 
our own,” said Carol Ann Yarber of Mes
quite, Tex. “When you see the seven of 
us, think of the 500 who supported us 
financially and helped us to come. 
Somehow, we’ve got to share with them 
what we learned about leading others to 
Jesus.”

Even Charles Bryan, vice-president of 
overseas operations for the Southern 
Baptist Foreign Mission Board, was un
prepared for the depth of feeling he 
received from the crusade.

“I used to talk about being bold in our 
witness,” he said. “But now that I’ve 
been here, I know what boldness is.”

Bryan, who lead a team from Ap
plewood Baptist Church near Denver, 
Colo., worked with Open Door Baptist 
Church in San Pablo City, about two 
hours by bus from Manila. During the 
week he saw more than 500 people make 
professions of faith and participated in a 
tandem baptism service, with four 
pastors baptizing, for 66 people.

One who accepted Christ as personal 
Saviour during that week was the mayor 
of a nearby town. Though there were 
numerous interruptions as the group 
visited with the mayor, Bryan managed 
to talk seriously with him about Christ. 
Before they left, the mayor knelt and 
asked Christ to come into his heart.

“Whatever else we do on the mission 
field,” Bryan said, “We’ve got to 
remember that our first priority is to win 
souls to Jesus Christ.”

World’s Fair Rentals
Three bedrooms, 2 baths, living 

room, dining, kitchen. SI50 for 6 per
sons. Christians preferred

Gall Burch
Route 6, Box 155 - Seymour, TN 37865

Phone 615-577-0243

Join other Baptists for a

HAWAII HOLIDAY
July 13-21, 1982

Take a special tour of Hawaiian Baptist Academy
• Round trip airfare from Nashville
• 7 nights accommodations at SHERATON PRINCESS KAIULANI
• Airport transfers in Hawaii
• Roundtrip baggage transfers in Honolulu
• Flower lei greeting upon arrival in Honolulu
• Full American breakfast briefing the morning after arrival 

with information on optional tours.

Call or write: 
(615) 329-9400 WILCOX TRAVEL AGENCY 

1720 West End Avenue 
Nashville, Tennessee 37203

SIMULTANEOUS BAPTISMS — Four ministers who participated in the evangelistic 
crusade in the Open Door Baptist Church, San Pablo City, Philippines, baptized 66 
Filipinos in one service. In all churches combined, partnership crusades in the 
Philippines resulted in 13,544 professions of faith.

WITNESS — Ron Proctor of Irving, Tex., 
was one of 350 volunteers from the 
States who saw thousands — the af
fluent and the poor, the fisherman and 
the farmer, the city official and the 
prisoner — come to know Christ.

Pipe Organ for Sala
Mohler "Opus 3897", 10 Rank $6,500. 

Second Presbyterian Church, 3511 Bel
mont Blvd., Nashville, has been given 
a new organ and must sell this one.

Phone 615-292-3343
or Norman Ray at 615-749-1949

◄ World's Fair Visitors ►
• Rent a 3-bedroom, air-conditioned 
house for $65 per day. 20 minutes 
from Fair, 45 minutes from Gatlin
burg. Accommodates 6-8 persons. 
Bus fare from house $2.50 per per
son round trip.

Walter J. Davis
Route 1, Ellejoy Road 
Walland, TN 37886 
Phone 615-982-9324

Springville church 
calls Roy Milner

Springville Baptist Church, Spring
ville, called Roy Milner as its pastor, a 
ministry he began in January.

Milner is a former pastor of New Pros
pect Baptist Church, McKenzie; Moor
ing Baptist Church, Ridgely; Ruthville 
Baptist Church, Martin; and New Pros
pect Baptist Church, Morris Chapel.

A native of Martin, Milner attended 
the University of Tennessee at Martin.

WORLD’S FAIR CAMPING
RV Comping sites, 25 miles SE of 

Knoxville, electric hookups, woter 
available, dumping station, bathhouse. 
$15 per night.

Call Troy Holt
(615) 983-6060 or (615) 983-1459

Bible Studies for
Special Occasions in

Forrest W. Jackson.
Cornoter CorfttxJor

a compilation of twenty 
Bible studies for youth

BIBLE STUDIES FOR SPECIAL 
OCCASIONS IN YOUTH MIN
ISTRY is a resource of devotion
al reviews of Bible personalities 
designed to focus on the 
developmental needs of youth. 
Each contains an interpretation 
of Bible material and simple 
procedures for leading a one- 
hour study session.

Use for an all-night lock-in, all
day outing, or any special 
occasion in youth ministry.

Forrest W. Jackson, an 
experienced pastor and editor 
and writer for Youth 
curriculum 
materials, is a 
Broadman Editor.
paper, $4.95

At yOur Baptist Book Store

EBROADMAN
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Tennesseans to lead conferences

ACROSS

I “and reapeth the ears 
with his—’’ (Isa. 17)

4 Word with tooth or ear 
8 “and the elements shall

—” (2 Pet. 3)
12 Wild (2 Sam. 2:18)
13 Promptly
14 Bacchanals’ cry
15 “and did the----” 

(Dan. 8:27)
18 Blessed of the better 

(Heb. 7:7)
19 Ventures
20 “concerning his —” 

(Heb. 11:22)
23 English school
25 “— — saw them”

(2 Sam. 17:18)

P S I Y 1 G J Y 1

W S N A A Z H

Bible Puzzle
Answers on page 10

26 Prophet (Hos. 9:7)
27 English noblemen: abbr.
30 “-------- , hear these

words” (Acts 2:22)
33 Compass reading: abbr.
34 Seed covering
35 Jai -
36 Presidential nickname: 

poss.
37 “Now about the — of the 

feast” (John 7)
38 Place (2 Ki. 12:20)
41 New Zealand birds
43 “among you---------- ”

(2 Cor. 12:12)
48 Jules Verne character
49 Bridle part
50 Night bird

CRYPTOVERSE

PSI A J Y B

UI X J D N

Today’s Cryptoverse clue: N equals A

To change or correct 
your address...

Attach in this space your address 
label from the front page of your 
latest copy of the Baptist and 
Reflector. Please print your new 
address in the space provided 
below — including your ZIP code.

When changing your address, 
please give two weeks' advance 
notice.

Please send this information in 
written form, to insure accuracy.

All correspondence relating to your 
subscription should be accompanied 
by your address label from the Baptist 
and Reflector. If a label is not 
available, please write the 12-digit 
code from the top of your label here: 

L I I I I I I I I LED
Address all requests to:

Baptist and Reflector 
Post Office Box 347 

Brentwood, TN 37027

Name_____________________________________
Pleas* Print

Address ___________________________________

City------------------------------------------------------------------

State Zjp

51 Bench
52 Otherwise
53 Pound and ounce: abbr.

DOWN

1 The cherubims covered it 
(2 Chron. 5:8)

2 French king
3 Great, rich and mighty 

(Rev. 6:15)
4 Wild ones (Dan. 5:21)
5 Male swans
6 “Therefore let all the 

--------” (Acts 2:36)
7 Printer’s measures
8 Ancestor of Jesus

(Luke 3:31)
9 Always

10 Mislay
11 Hardy heroine
16 Unclean bird

(Deut. 14:13)
17 Silver and gold 

(Psa. 115:4)
20 Trees
21 Spanish cheers
22 Bar-jesus (Acts 13)
24 Work
26 Golfer’s cry
27 Eagle or head
28 Afternoon parties
29 Narrow opening
31 The Lord smote him

(1 Sam. 25:38)
32 Set upright
36 Portion
37 State
38 “oursecret—" 

(Psa. 90)
39 Arrow poison
40 Tibetan priest
42 American inventor
44 Prefix
45 Present
46 Hundredweight: abbr.
47 Some trains

S H C W I A G

W H Z M

Groner receives award of merit
MEMPHIS - Frank S. Groner, who 

saw Baptist Memorial Hospital grow 
from 500 beds to the largest private 
hospital in the United States during his 34 
years as president, received the award 
of merit of the American Protestant 
Hospital Association, March 15 at 
Louisville, Ky.

The presentation of APHA’s most

World's Fair Rental 
Accommodations for 2-16 persons, 

2 miles from Fair entrance. 
Write or coll S. B. Holbert

3500 Cunningham Rd.
Knoxville, TN 37918 

615-922-8463

""first time affordable"-
digital delay ;:

* GOSPEL

FOStGX 3050 DtGfTAL DEL*T

AMERICAN GOSPEL BUYERS' GROUP — Fr** LiUtlm* M»m- 
b*r»htp» to first 100 who reply or with $850 minimum order. 
Members benefit han AGBG s voiumt purchase price reducbon 
passatongs as we* as receive newsletters with new product 
information, technical applications, and a Classified Section tar 
members selling used equipment

tttCTCOMC SVSltMSJNC Hew G^weH Row, * Memphi.,TH 34114

at national youth
NASHVILLE - Twenty-two youth 

leaders from Tennessee will serve as 
conference leaders for the upcoming 
Youth Ministry National Conference II. 
April 19-23 in Nashville.

Tennesseans who will participate in
clude Joe and Gloria Morrell, Woodmont 
Baptist Church, Nashville; Carolyn 
Jenkins, First Baptist Church, Nash
ville; and Leia Hendrix, Immanuel Bap
tist Church, Nashville.

Sunday School Board employees who 
will lead conferences include Ken 
Parker, Don Barr, Wayne Jenkins, 
David Danner, Alice Magill, Ann Gard
ner, Charles Doggett, Keith Kline, Dick 
Ham, Lee Sizemore, Joe Palmer, Brooks 
Falkner, Judy Wooldridge, Martha Jo 
Glazner, Wendell Newman, Don Mat
tingly, and Gerald Armstrong.

A wide array of special interest con
ferences is planned for the visiting youth 
leaders, according to Wes Black, consul-

Evangelist accepts 
Roan Mountain call

Evangelist Jim Lindsay accepted a 
call to the pastorate of First Baptist 
Church, Roan Mountain, a ministry he 
began in January.

Lindsay, who has operated Pro
claimed Ministries for the past four 
years, will work with the church part 
time while continuing his evangelistic 
career.

Lindsay is a former pastor of First 
Baptist Church, Greeneville ; Grace Bap
tist Church, Nashville; Everett Hills 
Baptist Church, Maryville; and Im
manuel Baptist Church, Elizabethton. 
He is also president of the Tennessee 
Conference of Baptist Evangelists.

A native of Georgia, Lindsay is a 
graduate of Mercer University, Macon. 
Ga., and Southern Baptist Theological 
Seminary, Louisville, Ky.

prestigious award to Groner, president
emeritus of the 2,068-bed Baptist 
Memorial Hospital since 1980, occurred 
at the national conference of the associa
tion.

Only four other persons in the associa
tion’s 62-year history have received the 
award.

APHA, a professional organization of 
250 church-related hospitals and other in
stitutions, honored Groner for his 
outstanding contributions to and 
demonstration of unusual leadership in 
the field of church-related health care 
delivery. The award also recognized his 
service to APHA.

CHURCH FURNITURE
Pews, Pulpits, Aitors, Communion Tables 

Free Brochures - Free Estimates 
Write R.G. Ketron Church Furniture

or 3401 Montlake Dr.
Call: Knoxville, TN 37920

Phone (615)577-8716

TRAVEL TRAILER LOTS NEAR 
“WORLD’S FAIR” - KNOXVILLE. TENN.

MAY-OCTOBER 1982
30 lots size 40X90, concrete pads, plus yard 
for rent two miles west of Fair site on city bus 
line. Now taking reservations, $30.00 per 
night, includes all utilities. (This is not a camp
ing area.) Payment in full with reservation. 30 
day notice for cancellation and full refund or 
change of date. For more information call: 

615-523-6201
Or send reservation to: Paul Bowen

WOOD HILL COURT 
3267 Sutherland Ave. 
Knoxville, Tenn. 37919 

ministry meet 
tant in-the board’s church training 
department and chairman of the con
ference committee.

Some of the more than 60 topics to be 
covered include enlisting volunteers, 
Bible study, witnessing, puppetry, Ac- 
teens, Christian family money manage
ment, youth ministry in metro areas, 
working with the youth committee, time 
management, effective group leader
ship, and personal growth.

Every agency of the Southern Baptist 
Convention which has an assignment 
related to youth will have represen
tatives at the meeting, including the 
Home and Foreign Mission Boards, 
Woman’s Missionary Union, Christian 
Life Commission, Sunday School Board, 
Brotherhood Commission, and the 
seminaries.

The special interest conferences will 
be conducted at the Sunday School Board 
and at First Baptist Church, Nashville. 
Evening sessions will be held at different 
sites, including the Grand Ole Opry 
House on the closing night, when “Begin
ning Again,” a new youth musical by 
David Danner, will premier.

About 1,000 full-time, part-time, and 
volunteer youth leaders are expected to 
attend the meeting, which will be 
directed by Bob Taylor, youth ministry 
coordinator in the Sunday School 
Board’s church administration depart
ment.

Southeastern elects 
Hawn, sets budget

WAKE FOREST, N.C.(BP)- Trus
tees of Southeastern Baptist Seminary 
elected Charles Michael Hawn as 
associate professor of church music and 
adopted a record budget of $4,589,773 
during their semi-annual meeting.

Hawn, minister of music at First Bap
tist Church, Decatur, Ga., was elected to 
a newly-created position to strengthen 
the church music program.

The record budget reflects a 13 percent 
increase over the previous year. The 
largest component of projected receipts, 
$3,136,354, or 68.3 percent, will come 
from the Cooperative Program of the 
Southern Baptist Convention.

During their meeting, trustees joined 
with the seminary family and friends in 
celebrating the successful completion of 
the school’s “Equipping for Bold Mis
sion” campaign. More than $4,131,000 
was pledged during the three-year effort, 
exceeding the $3.5-million goal.

Trustees also gave each of the 115 
employees a two percent bonus from 
funds received from the Convention’s 
Bold Mission Thrust Challenge budget; 
adopted an Executive Council Study/Im- 
provement Plan for the top four ad
ministrators, which includes a six-month 
leave similar to the traditional one-year 
sabbatical leaves for faculty members; 
and adopted a landscaping plan for the 
25-acre central campus.

World's Fair & More
Convenient to Fair, Smoky Mtns.. 

Oak Ridge. Swimming, Fishing, 2 
private piers. Family Vacation in quiet 
lakefront 2-Bedroom Efficiency Apt. 
Sleeps 6. $100 up nightly. Weekly rote.

Call Keith Penny — (615) 483-8598
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Tenne5cene---- Mr. and Mrs. W. J. Burley celebrated 
their 50th wedding anniversary during a 
Feb. 14 reception at Ridgedale Baptist 
Church, Chattanooga, where they are 
members. The pastor of the church is 
William E. Owens.

CHURCHES...
A "bank note acquired in 1963 was 

burned by Central Baptist Church, Chat
tanooga, on Feb. 28. Participating in the 
Sunday morning ceremony were Pastor 
Jerry Songer and Treasurer Gale 
Franks.

Eastview Baptist Church, Shelbyville, 
recently completed the renovation of its 
sanctuary. The church installed a new 
ceiling, windows, carpet, and pews, as 
well as enclosing an area for a foyer. 
Bruce Smith is the pastor of the church.

First Baptist Church, Blountville, held 
a note-burning service recently to sym
bolize the end of debt on its sanctuary. 
Participating in the service were Pastor 
Mike Gilmore, Building committee 
Chairman J. R. LeSuer, and several 
church members.

LEADERSHIP...
Eldon Byrd, chairman of the depart

ment of sociology at Union University, 
was called as interim pastor of Woodland 
Baptist Church, Brownsville.

Calvary Baptist Church, Brownsville, 
accepted the recent resignation of its 
minister of music and youth, Frank 
Fawcett. Ronnie Davidson is the pastor 
of the church.

Roy Worley resigned as pastor of 
Liberty Baptist Church, Somerville, to 
accept the pastorate of First Baptist 
Church, Kiser, Ark. Worley’s resignation 
was effective Feb. 28.

Bethel Baptist Church, Henderson, 
called Lynn Gibson as minister of music 
and youth, a position he began Feb. 14. 
Gibson, of Silerton, is a student at Union 
University, Jackson. Stan Smith is the 
church’s pastor.

Stoney Wiser accepted a call from 
Bible Grove Baptist Church, Jackson, to 
come as its minister of youth. Wiser, who 
began the position in January, is a 
freshman at Union University in 
Jackson. The pastor of the church is 
Lewis Parrish.

East Union Baptist Church, Jackson, 
accepted the resignation of its minister 
of youth, Randy Houston. The pastor of 
the church is Calvin Moore.

Carl Freudenthal, pastor of Hopewell 
Baptist Church in Springfield, resigned 
that position to accept the pastorate of 
Adairville Baptist Church, Adairville, 
Ky., effective April 4.

Radnor Baptist Church, Nashville, 
called Louis Rideout as associate pastor, 
a ministry he began March 1. Rideout is 
a former pastor of Grandview Baptist 
Church, Nashville, and has led other

WORLD'S FAIR HOUSING
One and two bedroom furnished 

duplexes available (accommodates 4-6 
persons per unit — plus). Free parking 
and walking distance to Fair.

L. and M. Rentals
Phone (615) 690-1744

World's Fair Rentals
Efficiency opts., seven miles from Fair. 

Site on way to Smoky Mountains.
C. R. Ford 

Route 28, Norton Rd. 
Knoxville, Tenn. 37920 
Phone (615) 577-0908 

churches in Tennessee, Ohio, and Ken
tucky. Paul Durham is the pastor at Rad
nor.

Jeff Murdock has resigned as minister 
of music at First Baptist Church, 
Charleston. Bryon Gibson is the church’s 
pastor.

New Hope Baptist Church, Cleveland, 
accepted the recent resignation of 
Pastor Curtis Cobb.

Charles Roberts accepted a call from 
Block Springs Baptist Church, Blaine, to 
come as minister of music. Roberts, who 
accepted the position Feb. 10, is a junior 
at Carson-Newman College, Jefferson 
City. Charles Hobbs is the church’s in
terim pastor.

Second Baptist Church, Union City, 
called Jerry Leggett as associate to the 
pastor, with responsibilities in counsel
ing and youth work. Leggett was or
dained to the gospel ministry by the 
church on March 7. Noel A. Edwards is 
the pastor of the church.

REVIVAL
PRAYER REQUEST...

Valley Grove Baptist Church, Knox
ville, will have a youth-led revival April 
4-8, at 7:00 each evening. David Cofield, 
pastor of Beulah Baptist Church in Boaz, 
Ala., will be the evangelist, and Mike 
Miller, minister of music at Beech Grove 
Baptist Church, Louisville, will lead the 
music for the services. Harry C. Mynatt 
is the pastor of Valley Grove.

REVIVALS...
Jonas Stewart, executive secretary

treasurer of the Tennessee Baptist Foun
dation, led Smith Springs Baptist Church 
of Nashville in recent revival services. 
John Joslin, pastor of the church, 
reported 10 professions of faith, one new

VIDEO PROGRAMS
By leading Southern Baptist scholars 
and preachers on Sunday School lesson 
previews, Bible study, evangelism, 
preaching, and practical ministries. For 
more information call 1-800-251-0964. 
Tenn, residents call 615-581-0713.

VIDEO EQUIPPING MINISTRIES 
P. O. Box 1619 

Morristown, TN 37814

World’s Fair Lodging 
for Southern Baptists 
Free Bed and Breakfast for 
qualified Baptist pastors, staff 
members, or other church leaders 
who bring groups of 20 or more to 
the World's Fair in Knoxville, TN, 
May 1 through Oct. 30, 1982.

Daily rate for all Baptists is only 
$20.00 person for Bed and Break
fast. Special discount for Senior 
Citizens during May and October, 
$15.00 per day.

Located just 10 miles East of 
Knoxville on a mountain overlook
ing the Great Smokies.
Write or call:

Dr. John M. McGinnis, Pastor, 
Rocky Hill Baptist Church, 
7409 Northshore Drive, 
Knoxville, TN 37919.

Phones: 615-933-6375 nights; 
691-7685 days; 933-0351 anytime.

Maximum 60 per day.

member by letter, and eight rededica
tions.

Southland Baptist Church, Memphis, 
was led in revival Feb. 14-21 by 
Evangelist Wayne Bristow, soloist and 
composer Jimmy Hodges, and Music 
Director Felix Snipes. According to 
Pastor Frank Huddleston, there were 113 
professions of faith, 80 rededications, 
seven new members by letter, and 109 
decisions in schools.

Recent revival services at West Haven 
Baptist Church, Knoxville, resulted in 17 
professions of faith, one new member by 
letter, and 46 rededications. The services 
were led by Evangelist Henry Lingin- 
felter of Alcoa, and Music Director Dick 
Barrett of Breman, Ga. The pastor of the 
church is Taylor Smith.

PEOPLE...
Ted Mills and Carl Vineyard were or

dained Jan. 24 as deacons of Mouth of 
Richland Baptist Church, Blaine. Par
ticipating in the ordination service were 
Pastor Kenneth Armstrong. Grainger 
County Association of Baptists Director 
of Missions J. R. Stallings, and William 
Purdue of Carson-Newman College, Jef
ferson City.

Second Baptist Church, Union City, 
honored Mozelle Brinkley on the occa
sion of her 20th anniversary as church 
secretary, Feb. 14. The celebration in
cluded gifts for Mrs. Brinkley and a 
churchwide fellowship meal. Noel A. Ed
wards is the church’s pastor.

Reelfoot Baptist Church. Troy, or
dained Mike Bowers and Johnny Caudle 
into its deacon ministry. The church’s 
pastor is Richard O’Brien.

SURPLUS JEEPS $65. CARS $89.TRUCKS 
$100. Similar bargains available. Call 
for your directory on how to purchase. 
602-998-0575 Ext. 5214. Call Refundable.

Surplus Information 
Scottsdale. Arizona 85251

BILL MYNATT AGENCY
P.O. Box 11603 KNOXVILLE, TN 37919

Phone (615)584-4000
* Major Medical Plans for Individuals (working or non-working) or small 

groups:
★ $100.00 Calendar Year Deductable Plan (or Higher Deductables 

Available).
★ $1,000,000 Lifetime Maximum Benefits.
★ Plans Available from Several of the Strongest Health Insurance 

Companies in the Nation.
★ Very Reasonable Rates.
★ Takeover on a No-Loss Basis for those presently covered on 

another health plan when accepted.
★ Plans Also Available for those Over 65.

* Wo have specialized in marketing and servicing Hospitalization-Major 
Medical Insurance for 14 years.

* Please complete the following for specific benefits and premium informa
tion:

NAME: ........................................................................................................ ..... ...... ............................

ADDRESS: Street No.: --------------------------------------------------------------------------------- —- ------------

City: State: Zip Code:---------------

DATES OF BIRTH: Self:.____________________ — Spouse:----------------------------- - ------

Dependent Children:.________ —---------------------------------------------- - ----------------------

OCCUPATION: _______ _________________________ ______ _________________ _ ________
* Send request for Information to: Bill Mynatt Agency

P. O. Box 11603 — Knoxville, TN 37919
or Coll: (615)584-4000

Eastview Baptist Church, Shelby
ville, recently licensed Jackie Bassham 
to the gospel ministry. The church’s 
pastor is Bruce Smith.

Dalton Ferguson was ordained to the 
gospel ministry Feb. 7 by Kelley’s Creek 
Baptist Church, Ardmore. Ferguson was 
recently called as pastor of Elkwood 
Baptist Church in Alabama’s Limestone 
Baptist Association. Billy McElyea is the 
pastor at Kelley’s Creek.

James Murphy was ordained Feb. 7 as 
a deacon of Bangham Heights Baptist 
Church. Cookeville. Bill Griffith is the 
church’s pastor.

Lodging 
and Meals

CHURCH AND
SCHOOL GROUPS

FOR THE 1982 
WORLD’S FAIR 

in
Knoxville, 
Tennessee

May-October 1982
ATA PRICE

ANY CHURCH CAN AFFORD

WRITE OR CALL
Sanford Gray 
Box 900 
Sweetwater,

Tennessee 37874
Telephone: (615)337-7187
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UNIFORM LESSON SERIES
Lesson for April 4BIBLE BOOK SERIES

Lesson for April 4

David anointed king
By Dennis R. Plank, pastor 

First Baptist Church, Madison

Christ hears human cries

2 Samuel 1:2-4, 17,19; 2:l-4a, 8-9, 11
Basic Passage: 2 Samuel 1:1 to 2:32 
Focal Passages:
Second Samuel records the establish

ment of David as king and the subse
quent miseries which were brought into 
his life when he became self-willed.

First Chronicles 29:29 suggests that 
the events of David’s 40-year kingdom 
were recorded by Samuel, Nathan, and 
Gad. The events in the book cover the ap
proximate years 1070-970 B.C.
In 1 Samuel 31, the 

defeat and death of 
Saul and Jonathan 
are recorded. The 
time had come for 
David to become the 
earthly leader of 
God’s people. Diffi
culties had to be 
overcome, however, 
which only could be 
accomplished by the 
power of God.

When an Amalekite came to David 
from the battlefield near Mt. Gilboa to 
relate that the Philistines had killed King 
Saul and his son Jonathan, David did not 
rejoice. A lesser man would have been 
glad upon the passing of an enemy, but 
this man, who was after God’s heart, was 
made sad. He practiced Proverbs 24:17: 
“Rejoice not when thine enemy falleth, 
and let not thine heart be glad when he 
stumbleth.’’

In 2 Samuel 1:18-27, David expressed 
concern that the Lord’s anointed leader 
had been killed and the glory of the Lord 
had been dimmed. Three times he ex
pressed the theme “how are the mighty 
fallen” (19, 25, 27). Saul and Jonathan 
were mighty in opposing Israel’s foes. As 
David honored Saul, the king, and 
Jonathan, his friend, he exhibited the 
love which only God can create within a 
person’s life.

It was necessary for David to make a 
decision concerning his future actions, so 
he turned to God in prayer. The Lord told 
him to take his family to Hebron, an an
cient city 20 miles south of Jerusalem 
(see Genesis 13:18; 23:2). There, many 
people acknowledged David’s greatness 
and he was anointed king over Judah (the 
tribe of David’s descendants). Abner, 
the commander of Saul’s army, made 
Saul’s son, Ishbosheth, the king over 
Israel. The capital of Israel was across 
the Jordan at Mahanaim.

During the next seven and a half years, 
David sought the friendship of the people 
at Jabesh-gilead because of their loyalty

WORLD'S FAIR GROUP LODGING 
7 blocks from fair, $7.00 per person per 
night. Kitchen, showers, beds.
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Phone: (615) 523-0637 or 691-8626
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to Saul and because upon his death they 
had honored his memory. The new king 
of Judah wisely realized the loyalty of 
these people would mean much as he 
sought to win ultimately the allegiance of 
the tribes in Israel.

God’s people were to have one man 
ruling over them. However, the nation 
was divided into two kingdoms during 
this time period. Because the nation was 
divided, succeeding events often were 
characterized by sorrow and tragedy. 
Today, when the Lord does not rule in the 
hearts of His people, the result is unhap
piness, frustration, and spiritual unrest.

For more than seven years David 
waited upon the leading of the Lord. He 
could look back at the recent years and 
express the eloquent words found in 
Psalm 37:1-5.

In the basic passage from 2 Samuel, 
the following truths can be discovered:

It is never right to tell an untruth. The 
Amalekite who told David of Saul’s death 
reported he had killed the wounded king 
at Saul’s request. This was not the way it 
happened according to 1 Samuel 31: 3-4. 
The Amalekite was killed by one of 
David’s men, which reveals that pervert
ing truth will never bring favor.

God had a plan for David’s life. 
Through prayer David sought to 
discover it. Before traveling to Hebron, 
he practiced Proverbs 3:5-6: “Trust in 
the Lord with all thine heart; and lean 
not unto thine own understanding. In all 
thy ways acknowledge Him, and He shall 
direct thy paths.” Our lives would be 
more blessed by God if we sought more 
of His will.

David did not speak evil of Saul even 
though he might have had reason to do 
so. He found something good in the life of 
the king even though Saul had made 
himself David’s enemy. Godly people 
are always gracious in their dispositions 
and in their words concerning others.

The willingness to wait upon the Lord 
is a characteristic absent from the lives 
of many Christians. The prayer of David 
during the years at Hebron must have 
been for the kingdom to be united. Dur
ing this time he allowed God to work in 
the midst of a difficult situation. Some 
believers feel the Lord must demon
strate His greatness whenever the Chris
tian prays the first prayer.

Let us increasingly realize the Lord is 
working in every situation for the good 
as we love Him and seek to do His will. 
Wherever God has placed us, let us 
strive to be faithful knowing that our 
Lord has not forgotten the needs of His 
kingdom. *
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By Robert O. Byrd, professor of religion 
Belmont College, Nashville

Basic Passage: Mark 7:31-37; 10:46-52
Focal Passage: Mark 7:32-37; 10:46-52

Jesus had been out of Galilee in the 
Gentile area to its north and northwest. 
Along with His companions, He made a 
somewhat “round about” journey which 
brought them to the region called 
Decapolis, dominated by ten Greek cities. 
This, too, was a 
largely non-Jewish 
area.
The two stories in 

this lesson illustrate 
Jesus’ response to 
persons on the basis 
of their need and His 
love, without regard 
to incidental factors 
such as whether 
they were socially Byrd 
acceptable.

Christ responds to those who cry out 
for others

From the viewpoint of many of Jesus’ 
countrymen, the man who was deaf and 
had a speech impediment represented a 
“lost cause.” In the first place, he was 
the resident of a non-Jewish area and 
probably was a Gentile. Because of his 
deafness and speech impediment, it 
would be difficult to communicate ac
curately with him and to understand his 
words. The word used to describe his 
problem literally meant “to speak with 
difficulty.” It was used in the ancient 
Greek translation of the Old Testament 
in Isaiah 35:6. There God’s help is an
ticipated for His people who will find that 
“the tongue of the dumb shall sing for 
joy.”

Notice that many people exerted the 
energy to bring their friends to Jesus 
(see Mark 2:3). Could anyone do any
thing better for a friend than bring 
that friend to Jesus? These friends also 
urged Jesus to do what He could for the 
deaf man. The word “besought” is ac
tually in a tense that suggests they con
tinued beseeching Jesus on behalf of 
their friend. Their interest was not just a 
passing fancy.

Jesus chose to heal this man privately. 
His methods may seem unusual to us, 
but they probably served to provide the 
deaf mute with some understanding of 
what was occurring as well a stirring 
faith and hope within him. Jesus’

Korean youth spend 
recess sharing Christ

TAEJON, Korea — Sixty-one young 
people from Dae Hung Baptist Church in 
Taejon took advantage of their winter 
school recess to witness for Christ.

Paying their own fares, the teen-agers 
took a one-day round trip by train to 
Taegu, 125 miles southeast of Taejon. 
During the journey and at the train sta
tion in Taegu, the group shared the 
gospel with 263 passengers and 168 
prayed to receive Christ.
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primary concern was consistently 
directed toward those in need. This 
shows that God also chooses to work 
secretly in some instances.

Verse 34 describes Jesus looking up 
prayerfully and sighing or groaning in 
sympathy for the deaf man. The sigh or 
groan may also be evidence of the great 
energy Jesus expended to respond to the 
needs He encountered. This story should 
challenge Christians to bring those in 
need to Jesus in every way - through 
prayer, worship, and witness.

Christ responds to those who cry out 
on their own behalf

The story of Bartimaeus should be in
terpreted in light of the narrative which 
just precedes it. That account described 
James and John as coming to Jesus to 
say, “We want You to do for us whatever 
we ask” (10:35). Jesus then gave them 
their opportunity by asking, “What do 
you want Me to do for you?” (10:36). 
Their response was self-righteous, self
centered, and self-serving, “Grant us to 
sit, one ... and one” (10:37).

Verse 46 depicts Jesus and His com
pany arriving in Jericho, the oldest 
known continuously inhabited location. 
During the life of Jesus, it was a fine 
community. A major road runs from 
Jericho to Jerusalem. For Jesus to pass 
through this town on the way to 
Jerusalem was perfectly normal.

The blind man called Jesus “Son of 
David” which is a rarely used designa
tion for Him. The notion that the Messiah 
would be an heir of David was based on 
2 Samuel 7:12ff. Perhaps, as Bartimaeus 
sat begging beside the road, he had 
dreamed of Jesus coming along and 
what he would do to attract the attention 
of the Healer. He may even have prac
ticed what he would ask, if he could get 
anything he wanted. The talk along the 
roadway brought to the blind man the 
unbelievable message that Jesus was 
passing that way. His mind was made 
up. Perhaps Bartimaeus could not even 
stop himself.

“Jesus, Son of David, have mercy on 
me! ” He yelled it out and would not stop. 
This was his chance. At first the people 
around him tried to quiet him. When 
Jesus noticed him, the mood of the 
multitude shifted and they began to sup
port and encourage him. Notice that 
Jesus asked James and John, “What do 
you want Me to do for you?” Bartimaeus 
would not ask for status, security, or 
privilege as had the two disciples. His re
quest grew out of his need. “Master, let 
me receive my sight.” Jesus heard his 
cry for help and responded to his need, 
and he “received his sight” (10:52).

Our prayers as Christians ought to 
focus on the needs of others.

BIBLE PUZZLE ANSWERS

BBS B0E23 SBQB gas saaa anas 
GnoBBaasnasas ___ HESS BSSBB naans ssaa nags saaa naa saQsaaQnsQosa 
bbs anna assn ___ bees anass 
bosqs ebbs nananBannBaasasaa nans ana Isma bbbs sag
“Therefore the Lord himself shall give 
you a sign” (Isa. 7:14).
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LIFE AND WORK SERIES
Lesson for April 4

The resurrection of Christ
By Larry M. Taylor, pastor 

First Baptist Church, Jefferson City
Basic Passage: 1 Corinthians 15:1-19
Focal Passages: 1 Corinthians 15:1-8, 12-19

Tennessee youth win BSSB contest

The Easter message is both the most 
inspiring and the most difficult part of 
the New Testament to comprehend. Here 
we stand before mystery and miracle.

The resurrection is the cornerstone of 
our faith. A dead Jesus might have in
spired one generation of believers, but 
hardly 20 centuries of Christian 
followers.
Our faith rises or 

falls with the living 
Christ.
Human life knows 

three kinds of exper
iences. There are 
common experiences 
which everyone has, 
such as eating. There 
are unusual experi
ences restricted to a Taylor 
few people, such as climbing Mt. 
Everest. Then there are unique ex
periences which are one of a kind. The 
resurrection of Christ is the latter kind of 
experience. There is no other true 
parallel to it in history.

The earliest resurrection account we 
have in the New Testament is from Paul 
here in 1 Corinthians 15. We do not know 
all the background in Corinth for Paul’s 
words in 1 Corinthians about the resur
rection. Apparently some there were de
nying the resurrection of the dead. We 
know there were Gnostic tendencies in 
the early church, and the Gnostics de
spised the flesh and denied the resur
rection.

The Greeks also did not believe in the 
resurrection of the body. They did 
believe in the immortality of the soul, but 
those are two different ideas. On the 
whole, the Greeks believed the soul was 
the true essence of a person and that it 
was trapped in the body. At death the 
soul was liberated. When Paul preached 
the resurrection in Athens (Acts 17), 
some of the Athenian philosophers 
mocked him. The Greeks had no interest 
in resurrection.

It is not surprising, therefore, that 
there were some questions about the 
resurrection in the church at Corinth, 
located about 55 miles from Athens. Paul 
devotes all of chapter 15 to explaining the 
meaning of the resurrection. Paul does 
not claim to have had a revelation on this 
subject. Instead, he calls the basic infor
mation about the resurrection of Jesus 
“what I also received’’ (v. 3). The gospel 
of the living Christ did not begin with 
Paul. If 1 Corinthians was written about 
A.D. 55, the gospel had already been cir
culating by word of mouth about 25 
years.

In verses 3-5, Paul recalls four items in 
the Christian story about the resurrec
tion of Christ. Each of these items is in
troduced by the word “that.” This is the 
first time in Scripture that we see all four 
of the parts of the resurrection gospel 
mentioned in one place.

The first item Paul had both received 
and delivered was “that Christ died for 
our sins according to the Scriptures.” 
The gospel in the New Testament is 
always historical fact plus interpreta-

WORLD'S FAIR RENTALS. Accom
modations available for 2 to 6 people. 
10 minutes from Fair site on bus line. 
Excellent restaurants nearby.
Write or call: Rev. Earl H. Wilson 

2300 Capri Dr. Knoxville, TN 37912 
(615)688-1529• 

tion. Paul gives both fact - “that Christ 
died” - and interpretation - “for our 
sins.” Only faith can perceive that Jesus 
died for our sins. History can only show 
the more basic stark fact “that He died.”

Interestingly, Paul does not elaborate 
how Jesus’ death can cover our sins. We 
have no clear or full doctrine of atone
ment explained here. Neither does Paul 
say which Scriptures are fulfilled in 
Jesus’ death.

The second item in the Christian 
preaching about Jesus was “that He was 
buried” (v. 4). We have no evidence that 
anyone in the early church ever doubted 
Jesus’ death.

The third part of the gospel about 
Jesus’ resurrection was “that He rose 
again the third day according to the 
Scriptures” (v. 4). No one observed the 
resurrection. It is recorded but never 
narrated in the New Testament. Two 
kinds of evidence occur in the New 
Testament to support belief in the resur
rection: the empty tomb account and the 
various appearances of Jesus. Paul now 
turns to the latter kind of evidence.

The fourth item in what Paul had 
preached to the Corinthians concerning 
Jesus was “that He was seen” (v. 5). 
Paul mentions six post-resurrection ap
pearances of Jesus, three of them to 
individuals and three to groups. The ap
pearance to all the 12 disciples is 
reported in all the gospels except Mark. 
We have no record of the appearance to 
the 500 brethren in the gospels. Neither 
do we have a record of the appearance to 
James in one of our New Testament 
gospels, although it is recorded in the 
non-canonical “Gospel According to the 
Hebrews.”

Paul leaves no room for doubt about 
the significance of Jesus’ resurrection. 
He mentions six consequences of deny
ing the resurrection of the dead, which 
seems to have been what was happening 
in Corinth.

First, if the resurrection from the dead 
is denied then Christ is not risen (v. 13). 
Second, our preaching and faith are vain 
(v. 14). Third, our witness to the resur
rection is false (v. 15). Fourth, we are 
yet in our sins (v. 17). Fifth, the dead 
have perished (v. 18). Sixth, we are 
miserable and without ultimate hope (v. 
19).

It is a typical and excellent piece of 
Pauline reasoning about the faith.

NASHVILLE - Two Tennessee youth 
were among 40 winners in the 1982 
creative arts competition sponsored by 
Event, a monthly youth magazine 
published by the Sunday School Board.

Lynne Ann Slade, 17, a member of 
Calvary Baptist Church, Oak Ridge, 
received honorable mention for her 
essay “Running to Win.”

Tammy Carol Dicken, 16, of First Bap
tist Church, Sparta, received honorable 
mention for her poem, “Special One,” 
and her song, “My Granddaddy’s 
Hands.”

More than 800 junior and senior high 
youth submitted original prose, poetry, 
art, and music in the competition. The P.O.Box 5346 High Point, NC 27262

(Church interiors, 3nc.

winning entries will be published in the 
November 1982 issue of Event.
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Baptists reach out to Brazil's capital
By Erich Bridges

BRASILIA, Brazil (BP)- Baptists ar
rived before the beginning, when 
Brazil’s magnificent capital was little 
more than an airstrip in the wilderness.

They number more than 5,000 in 
Brasilia and the surrounding federal 
district, and they intend to grow.

Almost 40 Baptist churches minister in 
Brasilia and six satellite cities, home for 
well over a million people. Another 
million are expected before the end of 
the decade.

To evangelize the greater federal 
district in the 1980s, Baptists - with help 
from Southern Baptist missionaries - 
aim to reach three levels of society: (1) 
the affluent class of government of
ficials, diplomats, lawyers, and military

In California

Volunteers demonstrate 
love to mudslide victims

By Don Hepburn
MARIN COUNTY, Calif.(BP)- Why 

would anyone take a week off from work, 
forego a week’s pay, then pay $200 to fly 
halfway across the country, to spend five 
days working 10 and 12 hours without 
compensation digging mud from the 
homes of strangers?

Residents of exclusive Marin County, 
across the bay from San Francisco, 
wondered the same thing when 24 
Southern Baptist pastors and laymen 
from Mississippi rolled up their sleeves 
for them after disastrous rains and 
mudslides.

To the Mississippians, as explained by 
Paul Hurdle of Holly Springs, Die answer 
was simply “ to come help people that 
were in need and to share a witness for 
Christ - to show these people what 
Christ means to us.”

“Just by our being here, I believe, 
shows these people what Christ does 
mean in our individual lives,” said Hur
dle, a farmer.

Hurdle and his fellow Baptists were 
part of a continuing Southern Baptist 
relief effort to assist victims of a savage 
January storm which struck a 250-mile 
area north and south of San Francisco 
and caused an estimated $280-million 
damage.

In all, 3,160 people were forced from 
their homes, 477 people were injured, 
and 31 died. The storm destroyed 231 
homes and 25 businesses. Another 6,304 
homes and 1,014 businesses were dam
aged. Two Southern Baptist churches 
also were damaged.

The Mississippi work team dug mud 
out of several homes and yards, dug and 
hauled debris out of homes, repaired 
several homes, helped build a retaining 
wall to hold a mountainside from sliding 
into a home, rebuilt a roof on a dormitory 
and helped rebuild a cabin at Cazadero 
Baptist Camp, and shared a Christian 
witness with several storm victims and 
their families.

The volunteers worked on a priority 
system, helping people first who were 
unable to live in their homes and senior 
citizens living on fixed incomes who 
were physically unable to do needed 
repair work.

“What we’re finding is that people in 
Marin County probably all their lives 
have never needed anything and have 
always been in control of their lives 
because they had enough money to deal 

leaders, (2) middle-level Brazilian of
ficials and business people living in the 
“superblocks” (row upon row of multi
story apartments), and (3) the hundreds 
of thousands of workers and poor people 
crowding the satellite cities.

In exclusive subdivisions and estates, 
the affluent are not easy to contact, but 
1,000-member Memorial Baptist Church 
hopes to attract them with beautiful 
facilities, preaching by Eber Vascon
celos (long-time pastor and national con
vention leader), and person-to-person 
contact. Lawyers bring colleagues. 
Government managers invite fellow 
workers.

In the swelling “superblocks.” Third 
Baptist Church has emerged as the 
fastest growing congregation in the 
district convention. “We got 3,000 new 

with (the problem),” explained Harold 
Hendricks, pastor of Trinity Baptist 
Church in Fairfax, Calif.

“For one time in their lives they 
discovered they did have some needs. 
And we as Southern Baptists, for 
whatever reason, are able to step in at a 
crucial time and say, ‘Here, we would 
like to help you because you are our 
neighbors and because we care.’ ”

According to published reports, 
$172-million for personal and commer
cial property damage was uninsured 
because of disclaimer clauses in in
surance policies restricting liability for 
damage due to earthquake, floods, or 
mudslides.

Consequently, the role of volunteers 
has been very significant in the lives of 
the people of Marin County during the 
past two months.

The work of all volunteers has been 
coordinated through the Red Cross, but 
under the direction of Bill Ryan, director 
of missions for the Redwood Empire 
Southern Baptist Association.

The action of the Baptist volunteers 
has made a profound impact upon many 
residents of Marin County, according to 
Hendricks.

“For someone to fly 2,000 miles from 
Mississippi, just because they love Jesus 
and because they love people, and even 
love people they don’t even know, is 
changing their lives. They see something 
about Christianity that they have never 
seen before.” 

Challenge faces rural churches
ATLANTA (BP)- Middle class “refugees,” fleeing the central cities,pre

sent major challenges to Southern Baptist churches, a researcher told a sym
posium at the Southern Baptist Home Mission Board.

Orrin D. Morris, director of the board’s research division, told a group of 
rural Baptist leaders that the decades ahead will be characterized by flight 
from large cities by middle-class whites, blacks, Hispanics, and Asians.

The big city refugees present major challenges to Southern Baptist churches, 
Morris said, warning that rural churches must be prepared to deal with the 
former urbanites’ resentment toward being “forced” from the cities, as well as 
with their disillusionment that rural America is not the “utopia” they had ex
pected.

Morris told the symposium, assembled by the HMB’s rural urban missions 
department, that few established churches will assimilate the metropolitan im
migrants. He predicted, however, that middle-class flight will offer the 
greatest opportunities for new church growth in the rural areas.

He said that in the decade of the 1970s, rural areas grew by 15.4 percent, while 
metropolitan areas grew by only 9.1 percent and predicted the stream of big 
city “refugees” probably will increase during the 1980s.

neighbors in one week,” recalls Ray
mond Kolb, former missionary pastor of 
the church. “That’s how fast the new 
apartments go up and fill up.”

In the apartment buildings near the 
church, the current pastor, young, ag
gressive Julio de Macedo, has launched 
“block fellowships” — Bible study and 
fellowship groups designed to help 
church members reach their neighbors.

Meanwhile, missionaries Ed and 
Roberta Farris concentrate on 
Taguatinga (pop., 600,000), by far the 
largest of the satellite cities. Newcomers 
from every part of Brazil still arrive dai
ly, huddling in shacks or under bridges, 
waiting for low-cost government hous
ing. “They come here looking for a new 
start, like a lot of people went after the 
Gold Rush in the United States,” Farris 
says.

Canaan Baptist Church, where Farris 
is pastor, overflows with Sunday wor
shipers. So do other churches in the 
satellite cities - an encouraging sign, 
since population in the satellites is more 
than double that of Brasilia itself.

To take advantage of growth through
out the federal district, however, Farris 
stresses the need for more trained 
leaders and followers. Only eight 
churches in the convention employ full- 
time pastors; others rely on bi- 
vocational and lay leaders.

Brazilians hold most leadership posi
tions now, but missionaries still provide 
important support. Though Kolb uses 
Brasilia as a base for overseeing mission 
work throughout Brazil, he and his wife, 
Ann, have helped several local churches 
grow. Bob May teaches at the Baptist 
Theological Seminary of Brasilia. Tom
my Bridges is an evangelist and camp 
director.

Southern Baptist missionaries were 
there before the beginning. Missionary 
James Musgrave and three Brazilian 
pastors knelt at the site of the planned 
capital in 1956, praying that Christ would 
be lifted up throughout the new city. 
Musgrave returned to help organize 
First Baptist Church in a shed, and later 
became pastor of Memorial church.

When Kolb first landed his mission 
plane in Brasilia dn 1958, the city con
sisted of an airstrip, a wooden shed for 
an air terminal, and three or four half
finished buildings. A ragtag army of con
struction workers commuted from a 
nearby settlement of shanties and 
saloons.

Located on an empty plain of scrub 
brush in Brazil’s interior, the spot was so 
isolated that even asphalt for the roads 
had to be flown in.

Today the city springs from the earth 
like a mirage, filled with ultra modern 
government buildings, office towers.

VETERANS AND A ROOKIE — Mis
sionaries Raymond and Ann Kolb show 
the sights of downtown Brasilia to 
Susan Farrar, missionary journeyman 
from South Carolina. In the background 
stands a monument to the pioneer 
workmen who raised the new capital 
out of Brazil's central wilderness.

shopping malls, plazas, cathedrals, 
military complexes, hotels, and 
“superblocks,” surrounded by parks, ex
pressways, and an extensive man-made 
lake.

As Brasilia consolidates its position as 
the national seat of power and the 
population center of central Brazil, room 
for Baptist growth is virtually unlimited.

“The church signifies the kingdom of 
God in this city,” says Julio de Macedo. 
“We are the little flower in the cement. 
We will bloom.”
—Adapted from Commission magazine.

Foundation

Jesus had a will
By Jonas L. Stewart

In Hebrews 9:17 we read “a testament 
(will) is a force after men are dead: 
otherwise it is of no strength at all while 
the testator liveth.”

In other words, until the testator dies, 
a will is not worth the paper upon which 
it is written. However, when a will is 
properly drawn, properly executed, and 
properly probated, all the authority of 
the State of Tennessee is behind that will 
to see that it is carried out exactly as it is 
written.

The will of Jesus is included in the New 
Testament. It was properly drawn, 
signed in His own blood, and probated in 
the courts of heaven. Therefore all the 
power of the Kingdom of God is present 
to see that it is carried out in detail.

That will provides for everyone who 
abides by the terms therein specified. It 
states, “My God shall supply your every 
need” (Philippians 4:19). It was 
necessary for Jesus to die to make that 
provision a reality. It is in His will and no 
man can break it.

If Jesus was so generous with us in His 
will, does it not seem reasonable that we 
also remember Him in ours?

Your Tennessee Baptist Foundation ex
ists to provide a trustee for those who 
would make a Christian will. For more 
information, write the Tennessee Baptist 
Foundation, P.O. Box 347, Brentwood. 
TN 37027.


