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Baptists open pavilion 
at 1982 World's Fair

Southern Baptists’ official participa
tion in the 1982 World’s Fair in Knoxville 
began Saturday afternoon at a simple 
dedication ceremony at the Baptist 
Pavilion.

David Peach, executive director of 
Baptist Ministries for the 1982 World’s 
Fair, presided over the brief ceremony, 
which was attended by approximately 
250 people. Introduced were Tom Mad
den, executive secretary of the Ten
nessee Baptist Convention; Wayne 
Allen, TBC president and pastor of East 
Park Baptist Church, Memphis; Mary 
Jane Nethery, TBC Woman’s Missionary 
Union director; Bob Banks, vice- 
president of the Home Mission Board; 
Howard Cockrum, former HMB trustee 
chairman; and Ted Huckaby, director of 
missions for Knox County Association of 
Baptists, who led the dedicatory prayer.

Those attending the ceremony then 
entered the pavilion for the initial show
ing of a 10-minute multi-media presenta
tion and a 39-minute performance of

3,000 Argentine Baptists
pray for Falkland peace

BUENOS AIRES (BP)- As combat 
broke out between Argentine and British 
forces in and around the Falkland 
(Malvinas) Islands, Argentine Baptists 
joined together May 2 to pray for peace.

More than 3,000 Baptists gathered for a 
Sunday morning prayer service in the 
Plaza San Martin in Buenos Aires. 
Leaders of the Argentine Evangelical 
Baptist Convention, .which sponsored the 
service, called on Baptists in other areas 
of the country to offer peace prayers dur
ing church services.

Meanwhile Southern Baptist mission
aries in Argentina repeated that they 
would not leave unless it became an “ab
solute necessity,” according to Mis
sionary Frances Roberts who works in 
Buenos Aires. Miss Roberts said May 3 
that she knew of no incidents of “out
ward hostility” directed at any of the 54 
Southern Baptist missionaries in Argen
tina. The announcement of U.S. govern
ment support of Britain in the dispute 
has provoked widespread public resent
ment of the United States, she added.

That resentment, she said, had not yet 
caused any harassment of U.S. citizens 
in Buenos Aires. “One has to live each 
day,” she said. “We’re continuing our 
work as usual.”

She said that anxiety caused by the 
fighting gave Baptists new opportunities 
for witness and ministry, such as the out
door prayer meeting, which drew con
siderable public attention and media 
coverage.

The Baptist convention’s executive 
secretary, Ignacio Loredo, led the 
meeting, which included at least 30 local 

“Love, You Spoke a Word,” by Power- 
Source. This was followed by a concert 
by the A Cappella Choir of Carson- 
Newman College, Jefferson City.

The Baptist Pavilion, strategically 
located near the center of the fair
grounds at the Court of the Flags, will be 
the center of Southern Baptists’ involve
ment in the international event - which 
is expected to draw over 11-million 
visitors.

The pavilion contains a 250-seat 
auditorium, a counseling room, and a 
room with an antique Bible display case 
which contains a number of historic edi
tions of the Bible.

The exterior of the building has the 
words “Southern Baptist Convention’ 
and the pavilion’s theme, “The Word is... 
Energy” and a stained-glass window of 
the SBC logo. On the roof is a giant | 
replica of the Christian flag, which is 
visible from the nearby 266-foot 
Sunsphere.

(Continued on page 3)

Baptist pastors. The crowd sang the na
tional anthem and the hymn “Our 
Fatherland for Christ,” and prayed for a 
“just and peaceful solution” to the 
Falklands conflict.

After the prayers, Loredo. Baptist 
Convention President Miguel Bollatti 
and other leaders walked across the 
street to the Argentine government’f 
foreign ministry. Met by an official, the} 
presented a letter congratulating the 
government on diplomatic efforts to end 
the crisis and assuring national leaders 
of Baptists’ support and prayer, and 
repeated an offer of chaplains for Jthe 
Argentine military.

On April 2, the day Argentine forces in
vaded the Falklands, Loredo sent a letter 
to Argentina’s President Leopold O. 
Galtieri, supporting the action, but ask
ing for a peaceful settlement of the situa
tion.

Approved by the executive committee 
of the Baptist Convention, that letter con
gratulated the government for bringing 
about the “end of colonialism” on the 
Falklands, known in Argentina as the 
Malvinas Islands. It also urged the 
military to name evangelical chaplains 
and offered pastoral leadership for an 
evangelical church in Port Stanley, East 
Falkland, reportedly one of three 
churches on the islands.

Loredo said the letter was speaking in 
the name of “100,000 Baptists and sym
pathizers.” There are some 27,000 
members of 476 churches and chapels 
related to the Baptist Convention in 
Argentina.

Tennessee Baptists reached the mid
way point of the convention budget year 
with mission gifts through the 
Cooperative Program almost exactly on 
the goal pace, according to Tom Mad
den, TBC executive secretary-treasurer.

“Cooperative Program mission gifts 
were only about one-third of one percent 
below the half-year goal,” Madden 
observed.

The Cooperative Program budget goal 
approved by messengers to the 1981 TBC 
was $15.6-million for the November 
1981-October 1982 period. The six-month 
goal would be $7.8-million, and gifts for 
the November 1981-April 1982 period 
were $7,772,355.40.

“This means we have received 49.8 
percent of our Cooperative Program 
year’s goal during the first six months,” 
commented the TBC executive secretary.

Madden also noted that mission gifts 
through the Cooperative Program for the

r

Cooperative Program keeps pace 
with goal through six months

past six months were 11 percent higher 
than the $7,001,286.96 received during the 
corresponding months of the previous 
convention year.

April’s Cooperative Program mission 
gifts from Tennessee Baptist churches 
and their members were $1,411,107.28 - 
which is the sixth highest month in TBC 
history. This was 8.5 percent above the 
$1.3-million monthly goal.

However, last month’s mission re
ceipts were 1.9 percent below the gifts 
received during April 1981, when 
$1,438,962.92 was given.

April 1981 is the fourth highest TBC 
month in Cooperative Program giving.

Madden also noted that in addition to 
the $7,772,355.40 given by Tennesseans to 
missions through the Cooperative Pro
gram, there was $4,979,032.57 received in 
the state convention office for designated 
mission causes.
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Barnette advocates humor Southeastern seminary explores 
menace, danger of nuclear warin dealing with suicide

MEMPHIS - The subject was deadly 
serious, but the audience swelled with 
laughter.

Henlee Barnette of Louisville, Ky., in
voked roles ranging from theologian to 
standup comedian to teach 235 therapists 
the value of humor when dealing with 
suicide, the 10th leading cause of death in 
America.

Social workers, ministers, psychia
trists, and other professionals were 
gathered in the auditorium at Baptist 
Memorial Hospital, Memphis, for a day 
of activities including discussions, role 
playing about dealing with suicidal pa
tients, and addresses by several 
psychiatric experts such as Barnette.

“Humor is related to a healthy adjust
ment to one’s environment,” said 
Barnette, clinical professor in the 
department of psychiatry and behav
ioral science at the University of 
Louisville School of Medicine. “The 
basic element in humor is a reduction in 
anxiety.”

Explaining that humor can be used to 
establish rapport with a patient, 
Barnette said he often introduces him-

Brotherhood to examine programs, 
begin Baptist Men's Fellowship

NASHVILLE (BP)- Trustees of the 
Brotherhood Commission approved 
plans to involve more men in 
Brotherhood work, supported a study of 
Baptist Men and Royal Ambassador pro
grams, and gave the go ahead for con
struction of a national conference center 
during the commission’s semi-annual 
meeting in Nashville, April 22-24.

In an effort to involve men not current
ly active in Brotherhood programs, the 
commission approved formation of a 
Fellowship of Baptist Men and set up a 
committee of laymen to suggest more 
ways laymen can become involved in 
missions through Brotherhood pro
grams.

The Fellowship will be strictly ad
visory and will operate as part of the 
Brotherhood organization and within 
guidelines approved by the trustees. The 
guidelines call for the fellowship to pro
mote witnessing and mission involve
ment among Southern Baptist men ; to 
help churches, Southern Baptist agen
cies, and state organizations in involving 
more men in witnessing and missions; 
and to encourage greater financial sup
port in the witnessing and missions by 
men through the Cooperative Program 
and other Southern Baptist channels.

A committee of 15 laymen to be named 
later by trustees will meet twice a year 
with Brotherhood Commission staff, 
trustees, and state Brotherhood leaders 
to implement the Fellowship of Baptist 
Men proposals and to identify ways more 
men can become involved in missions 
through Brotherhood programs.

Trustees gave support to a study of 
Baptist men and Royal Ambassador pro
grams which state Brotherhood leaders 
suggested in a meeting prior to the 
trustees meeting.

Eight state Brotherhood leaders and 
eight commission staff members will 
evaluate the Brotherhood programs in 
an effort to project needs and structures 
for Baptist Men and Royal Ambassadors 
in the near future and beyond 1985.

State Brotherhood leaders named to 
the panel are Cliff Satterwhite, South 
Carolina; Paul McCullough, Oklahoma; 
Kenny Rains, Tennessee; Cal Jones, 
Louisiana; Bob Dixon, Texas; Lloyd 
Jackson, Virginia, David Langford, 

self as a theological consultant, asking 
the patient, “Do you know what a 
theological consultant is? That’s some
one who makes the obvious obscure.”

Barnette, a leading Southern Baptist 
ethicist for more than 20 years and a 
former ethics professor at Southern Bap
tist Theological Seminary, said humor 
can be used as a diagnostic tool, but 
should not be used to win the patient’s af
fection or affirmation. Wrong use of 
humor may block the patient’s thoughts 
and he may become confused.

Humor also can be used to overcome a 
patient’s obsessive-compulsive rituals, 
he said. One woman, for example, told 
Barnette she was going to die that very 
day and there was nothing he could do.

“I looked her straight in the eye and 
asked her, ‘Don’t you think you should 
wait for an invitation?’ ”

“I never thought of that,” she respond
ed, and walked away very much alive.

“Assure your patients it is not a sin to 
laugh,” said Barnette. “I don’t believe 
we know much about God if we have 
never heard Him laugh.”

North Carolina; and Ron Martin, Ohio. 
Commission staffers named are Norman 
Godfrey, Larry Yoder, Jimmy Gresham, 
Rusty Griffin, Karl Bozeman, Douglas 
Beggs, Bill Bangham, and Tim Seanor.

Construction will begin in May on the 
Glendon McCullough Conference Center. 
Space at the commission’s building in 
Memphis will be remodeled to accom
modate national Brotherhood training 
seminars. Brotherhood Commission 
meetings, and other conferences.

The $300,000 project calls for a large 
conference room, several smaller con
ference rooms, a media center, kitchen 
and serving area, and parking space.

Funding for the conference center will 
come from $160,000 Cooperative Pro
gram capital needs money, $28,000 earn
ings on the capital needs money, and 
$111,000 from commission funds.

MOTHER'S DAY — Mother's Day is a 
poignant celebration for mothers of 
children treated for cancer at St. Jude 
Children's Research Hospital, Mem
phis. Baptist Chaplain Maurice Graham 
helps families cope with pain, frustra
tion, and fear. HMB photo by Mark 
Sandlin.

WAKE FOREST, N.C.(BP) - Students 
and faculty at Southeastern Baptist 
Theological Seminary heard speaker 
after speaker warn of the imminent 
danger of nuclear war at an ethics con
ference during Ground Zero Week.

One speaker, Pastor W. W. Finlator of 
Raleigh, N.C., summarized the feelings 
of participants when he exclaimed dur
ing a chapel sermon, “No more war, war 
no more.”

Finlator, a self-decribed pacifist and 
outspoken advocate of numerous social 
crusades during his long tenure as pastor 
of Pullen Memorial Baptist Church, said 
he favors unilateral disarmament by the 
United States and declared that Chris
tians are discovering that “Jesus was in
deed a radical pacifist.”

The 65-year-old pastor, who retires 
later this year, also decried the church’s 
justification of war through the cen
turies, which he said began with church 
fathers who “almost always blessed 
war.” He cited “just” wars, wars of pro
portionality, limited war, and wars 
“with spiritual purposes” as examples of 
conflicts sanctioned by the church.

Another conference speaker, Harry N. 
Hollis Jr., associate executive director of 
the SBC Christian Life Commission, said 
what distinguishes the prospect of 
nuclear war from all other social prob

Baptist leaders warn of erosion 
in wall between church, state

RALEIGH, N.C.(BP) — Baptists can
not have both freedom and special 
privilege from the state, says James 
Dunn, and those who want both are em
bracing doctrines long resisted.

Dunn, executive director of the Baptist 
Joint Committee on Public Affairs in 
Washington, D.C., addressed about 100 
participants in the North Carolina Chris
tian Life Commission church-state con
ference.

“They want no government interven
tion, but they’d like prayer in the public 
schools and tax credits for children in 
parochial schools,” Dunn said. “We can
not have it both ways.”

“Listen to the first person singular 
pronouns in the diatribes of television 
preachers,” he said. “Hear their appeals 
to their own narrow experience as 
authority. Recognize that what they 
want is not a free nation but a theocracy, 
and each of them would like to be Theo.”

Bill Elder, who began the Christian 
Citizenship Corps when he was with the 
Southern Baptist Convention’s Christian 
Life Commission, said “too many well- 
intentioned Southern Baptists are being

Special retreat 
set for retarded

The 1982 “Exceptional Retreat,” spon
sored by the Sunday School department 
of the Tennessee Baptist Convention, is 
scheduled for May 14-16 at Camp Carson.

The retreat is designed for mentally 
retarded children, youth, and adults; 
their parents; people who teach them; 
and church staff, associational workers, 
and others interested in a ministry for 
the retarded.

Activities for the retarded will include 
Bible study, nature study, crafts, music, 
and recreation. Teachers, parents, and 
others will participate in training, obser
vation, discussion groups, and fellow
ship.

The retreat begins at 4 p.m., May 14, 
and will end at 1 p.m., May 16. 

lems is that in a nuclear exchange “we 
will have no second chance.”

Referring repeatedly to the “mania of 
the nuclear arms-race,” Hollis appealed 
for a view of the gospel which brings both 
individual and international peace into a 
context of growing hopelessness.

“We do not become God’s children by 
peacemaking,” he said. “We are peace
makers because we are God’s children.” 
Motivation for Christians to seek a rever
sal in the arms race flows out of a rela
tionship with Christ, he added.

Richard Hester, Southeastern semi
nary professor of pastoral care and 
psychology of religion, declared that the 
nation’s nuclear policy is based on the 
desire “to prove we are in God’s favor,” 
determination “to purge ourselves of the 
evil that permeates our society by pro
jecting all evil outward onto the enemy,” 
and a need “to insure and to demonstrate 
our immortality as a people.”

Leaders from within and without 
Southern Baptist life held small group 
sessions focusing on historical and 
Biblical perspectives on peacemaking, 
the theology of peacemaking, peacemak
ing in the local church, the arms race 
and the Third World, medical conse
quences of nuclear war, and suggestions 
for influencing Congress and other deci
sion makers.

lured into the right-wing fold for lack of 
an alternative.”

He said Jerry Falwell did “remark
ably well” in obtaining extensive funding 
for his Moral Majority organization and 
admitted that far more Southern Bap
tists “were attracted to Moral Majority 
than was the case with our own 
denominational mechanism, the Chris
tian Citizenship Corps. That should not 
be.”

Elder, pastor of St. Charles Baptist 
Church in New Orleans, La., said when 
Southern Baptists embrace their own 
mechanisms for expressing Christian 
citizenship, then right-wing para
churches will face “organizational and 
financial trauma.”

Elder urged conference participants to 
work on behalf of Christian Citizenship 
on at least three levels:

-Rather than provide the religious 
right with any more attention and clout 
by painting them as the enemy, “We 
need to be assisting our people in 
discerning and eschewing civil religion, 
inauthentic discipleship, and those fac
tors which undermine religious liberty.”

-To step up efforts to channel and 
give legitimate expression to the 
political commitments of Southern Bap
tists by providing “alternative action 
networks.”

-To find ways to “sensitize our people 
to Biblically prioritized human values. 
We need to do some fresh thinking about 
how to speak persuasively, powerfully, 
and ethically to the widespread anxieties 
as to economic and military security.

Baptists in Taiwan 
plan for new churches

TAIPEI, Taiwan - Nearly 100 Chinese 
Baptist pastors and lay leaders joined 18 
missionaries for a March seminar on 
planting new churches.

The group studied methods of begin
ning new work and pinpointed 54 towns, 
districts or communities as locations for 
churches.
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SINGERS — The A Cappello Choir of Carson-Newman College, Jefferson City, per
forms in the Baptist Pavilion at the World's Fair during opening day ceremonies.

BEGINNING — David Peach (center), Baptist Ministries for the 1982 World's Fair, 
presided at the dedication ceremony of the Baptist Pavilion. Pictured with him are 
Wayne Allen, Tom Madden, Bob Banks, Ted Huckaby, and Howard Cockrum.

Smith names chairmen 
of two SBC committees

Baptists open pavilion. . .
(Continued from page 1)

Outside the pavilion is a 47-foot 
carillon tower and one of two circus 
wagons which will feature entertainment 
by PuppetPeople, a Tennessee BSU 
team. The other circus wagon will roam 
the fair site, inviting people to the 
pavilion.

The tower was provided by Camp
bellsville Industries of Campbellsville, 
Ky. Topped by a seven-foot cross, the 
tower has the SBC logo and the only 
publically displayed clock on the 
fairground. Schulmerich Carillons of 
Sellersville, Pa., has loaned the only of
ficially sanctioned carillon at the 

KEN MEDEMA 
Composer sings of premiere

World’s Fair. It will strike the hour, and 
will be used to play hymns and the an
thems of the 24 participating nations on 
special occasions.

Inside the pavilion, PowerSource will 
present the musical drama six or seven 
times each of the 180 fair days, along 
with the multi-media presentation. 
There are two eight-member Power- 
Source groups, which will alternate per
formances.

Also in the pavilion there will be ap
pearances by 145 choirs which will pre
sent two concerts each. The majority of 
the choirs are from Baptist churches.

Assisting in the pavilion will be over 
700 volunteers.

Baptist activities will not be confined 
to the fairgrounds. Nearly 100 church 
and BSU mission groups will be working 
this summer in offsite ministries, such 
as backyard Bible clubs, day camps, and 
evangelistic activities at resort areas, 
unreached neighborhoods, and the inner 
city of Knoxville.

At a media conference last Thursday, 
Peach said that the total budget for Bap
tist Ministries for the 1982 World’s Fair is 
$450,000, but the value of the facilities 
would be over $l-million. He said that 
thus far about $375,000 has been raised or 
pledged.

The goals of the involvement are to 
proclaim Christ at the World’s Fair, tell 
visitors who Southern Baptists are, and 
involve Southern Baptists in mission ac
tivities.

Southern Baptists are the only 
religious group to have its own pavilion, 
Peach said. Two other denominations - 
Church of Christ and Seventh Day 
Adventists - have booths in exhibition 
halls, and about 20 denominations are 
cooperating in a booth.

Peach said that it is hoped that about 
1-million people will enter the Baptist 
Pavilion during the next six months to 
view the presentation.

DEL CITY, Okla.(BP)- Bailey E. 
Smith, president of the Southern Baptist 
Convention, has named Homer G. Lind
sey Jr. as chairman of the Committee on 
Committees and Norris Syndor as chair
man of the Resolutions Committee.

Lindsey, a former president of the SBC 
Pastors’ Conference, is pastor of First 
Baptist Church of Jacksonville, Fla., and 
Syndor, a black bivocational pastor from 
Mitchellville, Md., is first vice-president 
of the Maryland Baptist Convention. 
Proposed resolutions may be sent to Syn
dor at 10605 Parrish Lane, Mitchellville, 
Md. 20716.

Smith announced the appointments in 
a telephone interview with Baptist 
Press, but declined to reveal the other 
members of either committee until the 
first day of the 1982 annual meeting in 
New Orleans, June 15.

Earlier, Smith said he “probably” 
would not announce membership of the 
two committees. The withholding of the 
appointments is the second such action 
in two months. In late March, the Com
mittee on Boards officially voted it would 
not report its nominees until the first day 
of the convention. The Committee on 
Boards nominates persons to serve as 
trustees of the SBC institutions and agen
cies.

Part of his reason for refusing to make 
the appointments public is that he did an
nounce them in April 1981, in advance of 
the annual meeting in Los Angeles, set
ting off a wave of criticism and con
troversy. Smith revised both committees 
in the wake of the furor.

While some persons have said the 
early announcement allowed for full 
discussion and contributed to the har
mony of the 1981 meeting. Smith 
disagrees. “The criticism and all of the 
ugly things said last year just made my 
job harder. The discussion did not clear 
the air; it just muddied the water. Some 
people took the list of appointments, 
misprinted it, and even put in fictitious 
names. Some even put in information 
about people (appointees) that was just 
not so.”

His decision not to release the names 

$600,000 GOAL

Mother's Day offerings 
to aid children's homes

Mother’s Day is a special Sunday for 
all Tennesseans - but especially is this 
true for more than 500 children who 
receive Christian care at Tennessee Bap
tist Children’s Homes.

On May 9 Tennessee Baptist churches 
will share in this ministry through the 
annual Mother’s Day Offering. This 
year’s goal is $600,000.

Tennessee Baptists own and operate 
four children’s homes in Chattanooga, 
Memphis, and Franklin under the direc
tion of a Board of Trustees elected by the 
Tennessee Baptist Convention. Evans B. 
Bowen is executive director-treasurer.

According to Bowen the purpose of 
these homes is redemptive, seeking to 
restore the child’s faith in himself, in 
others, and primarily in God and to lead 
him to faith in Jesus Christ as Saviour 
and Lord.

The theme of this year’s Mother’s Day 
Offering is “I Love Him ... He’s My 
Brother.” Special promotion materials, 
including bulletin covers, have been

this year will “avoid misuse” of the list, 
he said.

Smith added the early release of the 
list in 1981 was the first time the nomina
tions had been made available before the 
first day’s Convention Bulletin. “It has 
just not been normal procedure to 
release them early,” he said.

Under the SBC Constitution and By
laws, the president - in conference with 
the two vice-presidents - names the 
Committee on Committees and the 
Resolutions Committee. The appoint
ment authority is one of the few real 
powers an SBC president possesses.

The Committee on Committees, com
posed of two representatives from each 
qualified state convention, nominates 
persons to serve on any special commit
tee authorized during the convention. Its 
most important function, however, is ap
pointment of the Committee on Boards, 
which in turn nominates persons to serve 
as trustees of the SBC agencies and in
stitutions.

The bylaws specify the president shall 
appoint the committee on committees at 
least a month before the annual meeting 
of the convention, and that the names 
shall be published in the first issue of the 
Convention Bulletin.

While the bylaw says the president 
shall appoint the two committees “in 
conference with” the two vice-pres
idents, Mrs. A. Harrison Gregory of Dan
ville, Va., first vice-president, says she 
has only had one communication from 
Smith concerning the two committees.

She told the Baptist Standard, news 
journal of the Baptist General Conven
tion of Texas, that she received a letter 
in late February from Smith asking if 
she had any suggestions. She said she 
was requested to send the suggestions 
“by return mail.”

Mrs. Gregory did so, she said, and had 
no furthur contact from Smith. She was 
informed of the appointments of Lindsey 
and Syndor by the Standard.

Smith said later he contacted her Fri
day (April 30) to tell her of the nomina
tions.

mailed to all Tennessee Baptist 
churches.

The annual offering was started by 
Tennessee Baptist Children's Homes in 
1961 and during the first two years was 
received at Thanksgiving. Since 1963 the 
special offering has been given on 
Mother’s Day.

Bowen says that approximately one- 
third of the children’s homes’ operating 
budget comes from the annual Mother’s 
Day offering. The remainder comes 
through the Cooperative Program or as 
direct gifts from individuals and 
churches.

Tennessee Baptists’ first venture into 
child care came in 1891 when the first 
home was opened in Nashville. Since 
that time the work has expanded to four 
homes, and the recent addition of a 
satellite home in Johnson City.

Among the services offered are group 
care, foster home care, adoption, 
mother’s aid, counseling, continuing 
education, and maternity care.
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EDITORIAL

Electing, certifying SBC messengers
Many are predicting that there may be more than 

20,000 messengers registered when the Southern Bap
tist Convention meets in New Orleans June 15-17. 
These messengers will be elected by “cooperating” 
Southern Baptist churches according to the provi
sions of the SBC Constitution and Bylaws.

An indication of the probably large attendance 
came in March when the housing bureau in New 
Orleans announced that the more than 7,000 
hotel/motel rooms available had already been re
served. The record is the 22,872 messengers who at
tended the 1978 SBC in Atlanta.

Of course, there will be many problems whenever 
this many people gather in any city: scattering to 
many hotels and motels, trying to eat at the same 
time, and finding transportation and/or parking near 
the convention site.
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The problems, which are evident in a gathering of 
that magnitude, are more than offset by the impor
tance of having a large number of Southern Baptists 
attending to make significant decisions which will af
fect the future of our denomination.

The “messenger” concept is unique and significant 
to the convention, to the messengers, and to the 
churches which elect them. These are not 
“delegates.” They are not elected to represent the 
churches, only their own personal convictions.

A church does not instruct its messengers how they 
are to vote on any issue that might come up. To do so 
would mean that any action approved by the conven
tion in session would be binding on that church - a 
violation of the Baptist principle of the autonomy of 
the local church.

It is important that SBC churches properly elect 
their messengers and certify these messengers to the 
convention. This certification requirement is easily 
met, if the messenger has an official registration card 
when he gets to the registration table. These cards 
are available from the state convention office and, in 
some cases, from associational offices.

Messengers must be elected by a church in a 
regular or called business meeting. The registration 
card should be filled out and signed by either the 
moderator or the clerk of that church.

Messengers attempting to register without this of
ficial registration card will be referred automatically 
to the convention’s Credentials Committee. If a card 
is not available, the messenger must present to a 
member of the Credentials Committee a letter from a 
church official stating that he has been elected by that 
church.

According to the SBC Constitution (Article III, 
Membership), every church “which is in friendly 
cooperation with this Convention and sympathetic 
with its purpose and has during the fiscal year 
preceding been a bonafied contributor to the Conven
tion’s work” is entitled to one messenger.

Additional messengers are permitted for each 250 
members or for each $250 contributed to SBC causes 
during the previous year.

Under no circumstances can a church have more 
than 10 messengers.

In the Southern Baptist Convention sessions, there 
are no provisions for “alternate” messengers, as in 
some associations.

A messenger must be a member of the church 
which elects him and must register in person.

In order to speed up the registration process, 
registration tables will be open at 3:00 p.m. CDT on 
Sunday afternoon (June 13), as well as all day Mon
day through Thursday.

Of course, there is no way for the SBC registration 
secretary and his helpers to check on the accuracy of 
20,000 messengers’ credentials during the convention 
session.

Therefore, the main insurance that messengers are 
properly elected and certified belongs to the local 
churches and to the messenger’s conscience. It is im
portant that churches “police” themselves and make 
sure that all provisions are observed.

According to the registration secretary, Lee Porter, 
there were very few problems in registration at the 
1981 convention in Los Angeles.

If the messengers and their churches will carefully 
and prayerfully abide by these provisions, there will 
be a similar experience at the registration tables in 
New Orleans next month.

We urge churches to elect their messengers at a 
regular or at a called church business meeting. Then, 
they should secure official registration cards and ac
curately fill these out and give them to the 
messengers before they leave for the June 15-17 SBC 
in New Orleans.

By the editor
Cicero was standing in line outside

the “Home of the Future’’ with Stan N.
Lyon at the Knoxville World’s Fair on 
opening day.

“I’m anxious to see this futuristic
home,” Stan stated.

“Yes, I hear its very interesting,” I 
commented, “but I really want to see 
the fancy car here with the new 
telephone in it.”

Stan wondered what was so special 
about a telephone in a car.

I explained that this was a “no 
hands” telephone with the microphone 
built into the sun visor.

“What’s so great about that?” Stan 
wondered. “Maxwell Smart has been 
talking into his shoe telephone for years.” 

As we waited, I observed that the big 
day for Knoxville had finally arrived. 
“Did you notice the billboard across the 
street that has kept a record of the 
number of days to the opening? This 
morning the figures were ‘00.’ ”

Stan said he had seen it. “I under
stand that now they are going to re
paint it and keep up with the number of 
days until closing!” he added.

An ice-cream vendor came by, ped
dling the “official World’s Fair ice
cream.” Cicero observed that there 
was an “official” everything - official 
soft drink, official cash register, official 
automobile, etc.

“Yeah, but they missed one thing,” 
Lyon lamented. “I went into the 
restroom earlier and there was no ‘of
ficial toilet tissue.’ ”

Stan noted that he had been down to 
the amusement park area and was disap
pointed that there was no roller coaster. 
“But I did get the same thrill by watch
ing the IMAX film presentation with its 
automobile ride at the United States 
Pavilion - and it didn’t cost $2.00.”

“What’s your general impression of 
the World’s Fair?” I asked.

“I’ve had only one problem,” Stan 
confessed. “So many of the exhibits 
have computer terminals, that I 
thought I ought to go back to school and 
study computer science.”

Stan added that he was disappointed 
in the public telephones scattered 
around the fairgrounds “I had heard 
these were operated by solar power - 
but I was disappointed to find that they 
are really operated by a dime!”

We discussed the large opening-day 
crowd. Stan said that he did not believe 
there were really 87,000 people there - 
until he tried to find a place he could 
get in to eat. “Friday was supposed to 
be ‘press day,’ but there sure is the 
press of the crowd today!”

The theme of the World’s Fair is 
energy. Stan thought this was ap
propriate, adding, “It sure takes a lot 
of energy to get around all these ex
hibits on these 72 acres!”

He paused for a moment. “Maybe 
that’s why they need 54 restaurants so 
we can stop and refuel our personal 
energy supply.”

I asked Stan if he had visited the 
Baptist Pavilion. He thought it was 
great - and that the Baptists should 
advertise that their seats had backs on 
them - unlike so many other pavilions 
- making resting more appealing.

But I don’t understand why you Bap
tists didn’t use the theme I suggested - 
‘The world’s fair; but heaven's great.”
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Aettene to tie ScUtm,...
Letters on any religion-related subject are welcomed. Letters of over 300 words 
will not be used. Other letters may be shortened at the discretion of the editor. 
No unsigned letters will be printed, but writer’s name will be withheld for 
sufficient reason. Letters must contain complete address.

Academic integrity
Dear editor:

I respect authentic credentials from 
properly accredited colleges, univer
sities, and seminaries.

I do not really appreciate those 
“schools” like Luther Rice “Seminary” 
that represent that their certificates 
evidence the earning of the academic 
degrees that they purport to do. Such a 
practice cheapens my own juris doctor 
diploma from Wake Forest College 
School of Law.

0. Meredith Smaw
1612 16th Ave., South
Nashville, TN 37027

Biblical baptism
Dear editor:

It appears strange that some of our 
brethren who have made great noises 
about Scriptural infallibility are rather 
liberal in their interpretations (doc
trines) and are far afield from what Bap
tists have believed and practiced 
throughout our history. I suggest that we 
need to take a new look at interpretation 
as well as infallibility.

A leading “conservative” Baptist 
pastor and former president of the

Madden
Without them, so

j Personal s
I perspective |
V By TOM MADDEN b 
X TBC executive secretary 5

The third week of April was observed 
as National Secretaries Week. As I 
thought about our wonderful support 
staff, I was reminded of how much 
secretaries have meant in God’s Word. I 
came to the conclusion that they are in
dispensable to the work of God and have 
been for a long time. 
Jeremiah, the Old 
Testament prophet, 
had a faithful 
secretary named 
Baruch. Paul had a 
secretary named 
Tychicus.
Here in the Baptist 

Building we are so 
grateful for the 
faithful secretaries 
and support staff, 
much of our ministry would never get 
beyond the idea and discussion stage. 
Also, I think of the great number of 
devoted staff in the offices of our direc
tors of missions, and in our church of
fices across Tennessee. I am impressed 
and grateful for the caliber and quality 
of this choice group. I have a conviction 
that these beautiful people are more than 
typists, clerks, stenographers, research
ers, artists, operators, receptionists, and 
purchasers. They are people with a call
ing and ministry to fulfill. They share in 
the responsibilities, accomplishments, 
and burdens of the office. I am grateful 
for their spirit and attitude as they go 
about their work.

As far as I am concerned, every week 
could be National Secretaries Week. 
However, in a special way we want to 
thank God for a great group of dedicated 
support staff. We salute you, ladies. We 
thank God for you.

mendation is, “Take no sample at all 
because with too small of a sample the 
results that you will obtain will be very 
confusing. The only conclusion that can 
be drawn is that the sample size was too 
small.”

A wealth of information can be ob
tained from the properly designed 
survey sample. This involves not only 
adequate sample size, but the manner of 
how the survey is conducted and the 
structure of it.

Some people are opposed to any sam
pling, believing that no answer can be 
obtained and insisting all surveying 
must include everyone. An example of a 
small, but adequate, sample is the drop 
of blood obtained from a finger to 
characterize the blood type of an in
dividual. We would be in great danger if 
the entire eight pints from an individual 
had to be taken in order to characterize 
the blood type - although we would be 
“dead right” in the answer that was ob
tained.

The advisors for “The Thesis” should 
have rejected it until the proper sample 
size was obtained.

Rudolf G. Kittliz Jr.
5373 Sky Valley Dr.
Chattanooga, TN 37443

First day not 'holy'
Dear editor:

I have enjoyed Baptist and Reflector 
for many years. I read with interest the 
articles, letters, and lessons.

However, Jesus the King resurrected” 
lesson for April 11 caught my eye. The 
last paragraph states, “Christians 
gather on the first day of the week to 
remember the resurrection of Christ 
(Acts 20:7, 1 Corinthians 16:2).”

My Bible still says to “Remember the 
sabbath to keep it holy.” I have yet to 
find a passage that says to keep the first 
day holy.

Does that make me a non-Christian?
Hebrews 4:4 tells us God rested the 

seventh day. Luke 23:56 says, “They 
rested the sabbath day according to the 
commandment.” John 14:15 says, “If 
you love me, keep my commandments.”

I love Jesus, and I’m trying to keep the 
commandments. When He tells us to 
keep holy the first day of the week, then 
I’ll keep it holy.

In the meantime, let’s please not 
classify Christians as those who “gather 
on the first day.” There are a lot of peo
ple who meet on the first day who are not 
Christians, and people who do not meet 
on the first day that are Christians.

Thank you for letting me share my 
opinion.

Sherry Beasley
205 Fifth St. North
Amory, MS 38821

Southern Baptist Convention preaching 
at a non-denominational (scrambled egg 
variety) “church,” urged listeners to 
identify with this group as a “Bible 
believing, preaching church.” The 
pastor of that “church” said that there is 
no Bible position taken on the mode of 
baptism and that they take those who 
have been “sprinkled, poured, im
mersed, or dry cleaned.” Bible 
believers?

This former SBC president accepts 
Campbellite immersion as baptism. He 
also immerses converts and turns them 
loose without church membership ac
cording to staff members. I have recent
ly learned of another former SBC presi
dent, a loud trumpet for infallibility, who 
follows this practice.

Denominational leadership should be 
true to the “faith of our fathers.” Error 
from the pulpit is just as damaging as er
ror in a seminary class room.

Will I be permitted to ask presidential 
nominees in New Orleans if they are 
practicing Baptists of the old school, the 
kind that the New Testament makes?

J. Paul Palmer
6930 Shelby Dr.
Memphis, TN 38118

I do not know of any reason why you 
should not be permitted to ask your ques
tions when the nominations are made — 
it certainly would be unusual. As you 
recall, the nominators have never 
chosen to question the practices or doc
trines of those they nominate, (editor)

Conference on preaching
Dear editor :

In reading “letters to the editor” in the 
Baptist and Reflector it appears to me 
that there is much criticism and very lit
tle praise, not only among Baptists, but 
in secular papers as well.

I would like to praise Tennessee Bap
tists for one of the finest meetings I have 
had the privilege to attend. On Feb. 15-16 
there was a State Conference on 
Preaching with some of the finest 
preaching specialists in the Southern 
Baptist Convention.

This conference met the needs in our 
pulpits for planned preaching, but gave 
those who were there practical tools to 
use in everyday sermon preparation - 
tools that were mentioned in school, but 
were never developed to this extent. I 
hope and pray this will not be the last 
Conference on Preaching and that all 
Tennessee Baptist meetings can be as in
formative and helpful as this one.

May God continue to bless our state 
workers in the days that are ahead.

Andy King
Bear Creek Rd.
Parsons, TN 38363

Sample size inadequate
Dear editor:

Your editorial concerning “The 
Thesis” (March 17) was enlightening 
and presented data that needs careful in
terpretation.

My day-to-day job involves data and 
statistical analysis, and it has been 
disturbing to see some of the conclusions 
being drawn from “The Thesis” data in 
“letters to the editor.”

When an inadequate survey sample 
size is taken, the results are very often 
confusing and seemingly contradictory. 
When I’m consulted to specify a sample 
size and the client is reluctant to take the 
minimum sample size, then my recom-

Golden Gate buys 
apartment complex

MILL VALLEY, Calif.(BP)- Trus
tees of Golden Gate Baptist Theological 
Seminary have taken steps to relieve the 
student housing shortage with the pur
chase of a 32-unit apartment complex.

The townhouse-style two-bedroom 
units are located on three and one-half 
acres some two miles from the campus.

On campus for their annual meeting 
April 19-21, the trustees also adopted a 
record budget of $2,987,110 for the 1982-83 
academic year which included salary in
creases for faculty and staff.

Oscar S. Brooks Sr., professor of 
religion at William Jewell College in 
Liberty, Mo., was elected professor of 
New Testament.

C. Brownlow Hastings, retired assis
tant director of the department of inter
faith witness for the Southern Baptist 
Home Mission Board, was appointed to 
direct the Northwest Center in Portland, 
Ore.

In other actions, trustees approved the 
creation of the Golden Gate Seminary 
Foundation, which would make it possi
ble for the seminary to hold trust deeds 
and to accept gifts to be held in trust. 
Trustees also approved the creation of a 
housing and development corporation 
which will purchase and manage off- 
campus properties. Both actions must be 
presented to the SBC Executive Commit
tee for approval.

Tennis tournament 
set for May 24-25

Fellowship and participation will be 
featured this year at the annual tennis 
tournament for Southern Baptist church 
and denominational workers in Ten
nessee, May 24-25 at the Centennial Ten
nis Center in Nashville.

A tournament format will provide 
competition for all levels of ability, ac
cording to tournament director Leonard 
Hill, managing editor of The Baptist Pro
gram. Both singles and doubles are 
scheduled, with doubles partners being 
determined by how persons finish in 
singles competition. Some “fellowship 
sidelights” are also planned.

To register, send $10 to Leonard HUI, 
460 James Robertson Parkway, Nash
ville, TN 37219. The fee covers all tourna
ment costs, including tennis balls.

Alabama Bible drill 
held by candlelight

UNIONTOWN, Ala.(BP)- A power 
failure in Uniontown failed to halt a 

As you note, the day on which a person 
worships publicly — whether the sab
bath or the first day of the week — does 
not make one a Christian. This comes 
only through faith in Jesus Christ. There 
are several Christian groups who choose 
to worship on Saturday, (editor)

district youth Bible drill underway at 
First Baptist Church.

The church’s pastor, Sam Davidson, 
brought out candelabras and the youth, 
by candlelight, stUl were able to find 
Bible passages in less than 10 seconds.

Z&S World’s Fair 

prayer requests
This week pray for...

— the Baptist Ministries staff that they may keep their hearts and minds 
on the Lord's mission at the 1982 World’s Fair and not let their day-to-day 
routines interfere.

— the good health of the Baptist Ministries staff throughout the Fair.
— those choirs who will perform at the Baptist Pavilion: May 8, Baptist 

College of Charleston Singing Buccaneers, Charleston, S.C.; May 9, First 
Baptist Church Choir, West Palm Beach, Fla.; May 10, Oneida Baptist In
stitute Choir, Oneida, Ky.; May 12, First Baptist Church Ensemble, Murray, 
Ky.; May 13, First Baptist Church Adult Ensemble, "The Christian Connec
tion," Belton, S.C.
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Carolyn Weatherford walks, talks 'WMU'
EDITOR S NOTE: This is part of a 
series of feature stories on the ex
ecutive heads of Southern Baptist 
agencies, boards, and institutions. 
Each article has been written by a 
public relations person within the 
agency.

By Catherine Allen
BIRMINGHAM, Ala.(BP)- Which 

Southern Baptist Convention executive 
has walked 380 miles during the last 20 
months, carries neon yellow running 
shoes in her briefcase, and wears a pink 
silk dress with her yellow running shoes?

There is only one possible answer, 
because there is only one dress-wearing 
chief among Southern Baptist Conven
tion executives — Carolyn Weatherford, 
executive director of Woman’s Mis
sionary Union.

The curious thing about Miss Weather
ford’s walking record is this: when does 
she get her walking feet on the ground? 
Consider the fact that she made 200 
speeches, wrote 1,800 letters, and flew 
away from her Birmingham office 174 
days last year.

Picture this: Miss Weatherfora is in 
the Atlanta airport, as usual. Out of the 
briefcase comes the yellow Nikes. Just 
blink and ignore the clash with her prop
er business suit. She dumps her carry-on 
luggage in a comer and moves into high 
gear. She logs a mile before plane time.

And this view: It is nighttime in Rich

Shutdown of copper mines 
affects Arizona churches

By Elizabeth Young
PHOENIX, Ariz.(BP)— Copper mine 

closings in Arizona, producer of 65 per
cent of America’s copper, drastically af
fects several Arizona churches, but 
pastors remain optimistic.

Phelps Dodge Corp., faced with drop
ping copper prices caused by slowdown 
in the housing and auto industries, an
nounced in April it would shut down 
Arizona operations until at least June 1, 
putting about 3,200 miners out of work in 
Morenci, Ajo, and Douglas.

Of the five Southern Baptist churches 
and missions in the three cities, First 
Southern Baptist Church, Morenci, prob
ably will feel the shutdown hardest, since 
Morenci is a company town. Pastor 
Daniel Lanphar estimated 90 percent of 
the church members are out of work.

He said those members who tithe will 
go on and tithe their unemployment in
surance checks, but the church’s funds 
will probably drop 70 to 75 percent. The 
church has reduced its paid staff down to 
the pastor, and others are continuing to 
work as volunteers. “Before it’s over, we 
might even have the pastor working on a 
voluntary basis,” Lanphar said.

While Phelps Dodge hopes to reopen 
operations in early summer, others, in
cluding Arizona Gov. Bruce Babbitt, 
have cautioned that the shutdown may 
last until fall.

Lanphar is philosophical about the 
situation. “When things get tough,” he 
said, “that’s when you experience the 
Lord’s help more.”

Gilbert Taeger, pastor of First Baptist 
Church, Ajo, estimated 75 percent of his 
church members are without work 
because of the shutdown. Taeger is con
cerned both about the financial burden 
on the unemployed families and the 
church, and for the emotional and 
psychological state of the people. While 
the miners are accustomed to periodic 

mond, after a long day conferring at the 
Foreign Mission Board. But Miss 
Weatherford has a mile to walk before 
she sleeps. She dashes down historic 
Monument Avenue in high-heeled san
dals. The sandals protest after a half- 
mile. So she kicks off her shoes and 
finishes the hike stocking-footed in 
30-degree weather.

“Don’t worry about my feet,” she ad
vises. “They’re Florida feet. I always 
used to walk barefoot, especially in the 
sand.”

Although born at her ancestral seat in 
House, Miss., Miss Weatherford grew up 
in Frostproof, Fla. Frostproof is where 
she got a sunny smile and a disposition 
that no amount of work can dim.

But the Baptist meet-and-eat circuit 
takes a toll, and she is in constant com
bat with excess pounds. That explains 
the diet and mandatory walking, as 
prescribed by aerobics expert Kenneth 
Cooper. So far she has lost a dozen 
pounds a dozen times. “My mother told 
me about the starving children of 
China,” she explains, “so I’ve always 
cleaned my plate.”

Miss Weatherford grew up as the mid
dle child of three. Her father was a citrus 
grower. Her mother, now age 84, still 
lives in Frostproof. Hers was a life of 
family, oranges, fish, and 18 cats at 
home, and worldwide vision at church.

Church was the First (and only) Bap
tist Church of Frostproof. “It was a 
small church, but we did everything any 

shutdowns because of strikes, this shut
down came without warning and it is of 
indefinite duration.

“We’re expecting the greatest bless
ings of the Lord during these days,” 
Taeger said. The church held a revival a 
month ago, and in the past several 
weeks, the church and Taeger have ex
perienced a spiritual awakening.

Sunnyside Baptist Church in Douglas 
will probably suffer the least of the three 
largest churches in the cities, according 
to Pastor John White. While copper pro
duction is a major industry in Douglas, 
since the town is on the Arizona-Mexico 
border it also has other economic in
terests. White estimated the shutdown 
affects about one-fourth of the church 
members.

If the shutdown lasts only until June, 
the effects will not be too serious on the 
church, White said. If the shutdown is 
permanent, it “would set the church 
back but not cripple us.”

In San Manuel, Magma Copper Co. has 
cut workers to a 32-hour work week and 
laid off 380. However, members of First 
Southern Baptist Church there are op
timistic.

“We’re not even talking about slowing 
down,” said Pastor William Henry. 
“We’re working as if Jesus will come 
tomorrow and planning as if He won’t 
come for another 100 or 200 years.”

Since San Manuel is a company town, 
almost all of the church members are af
fected by the slowdown, but the church is 
still in good shape. Attendance is 30 per
cent to 40 percent ahead of last year, 
Henry said.

“We’re trying to keep from allowing 
these kinds of circumstances from 
dampening the depth of our spiritual 
commitment,” he said. “This is a time 
when Baptists have an opportunity, 
perhaps like never before, to minister in 
the communities.” 

church was asked to do,” Miss Weather
ford recalls. As an eleventh-grader, she 
directed the adult choir and was elected 
as associational leader in church train
ing.

She thought she would become a mis
sionary and committed herself to do 
whatever the Lord wanted. She had a dif
ficult time learning what it was He 
wanted, though, and at Florida State 
University she changed majors every 
quarter until she settled on library 
science. During five years as a high 
school librarian, she steadily served the 
local church. But she realized she was 
not fulfilling her commitment to Chris
tian service.

That realization took her to New 
Orleans (La.) Baptist Theological 
Seminary, with a renewed assumption 
that she would become a foreign mis
sionary. Convinced it was God’s will, she 
reluctantly accepted a job offer from 
WMU in Alabama, but went ahead with 
application for appointment by the SBC 
Foreign Mission Board to serve in 
Nigeria or Brazil. She flunked the 
medical exam when hypertension was 
discovered.

While battling blood pressure, Miss 
Weatherford delved more deeply into 
professional WMU work. She shuttled be
tween promotions in Florida and 
Alabama WMU. When the hypertension 
finally took her off the missionary ap
pointment list, Carolyn Weatherford had 
lost her heart to the support side of mis
sions.

As a recognized leader among women, 
she was executive director of Florida 
WMU from 1967 to 1974. Then she was 
sought as the fifth chief of staff of 
Woman’s Missionary Union of the 
Southern Baptist Convention, taking of
fice in 1974.

“I never chose between WMU and a 
husband,” Miss Weatherford quips, 
“and I enjoy the marriage proposals I 
sometimes get by mail.” Not married 
“yet,” and seldom at home, she is none
theless a committed family person. She 
claims two nephews, four nieces, and 
three grand-nephews as her “life’s joy.” 
Nor does Miss Weatherford require a 
bloodline or legal certificate before she 
gets heart-to-heart with a person.

In her wide circle*of friends, she gives 
attention and help. She demands neither 
in return. Though surrounded by staff 
and fans, she carries her own bags, 
makes her own bed, irons her own 
clothes, writes her own speeches, and 
makes her own posters.

The national president of WMU, 
Dorothy Sample, says her colleague’s 
greatest strength is her ability to like 
and get along with all people - rich and 
poor, average and brilliant, involved in 
WMU or not. Miss Weatherford’s staff 
agrees. In good times and bad, they can 
count on the boss to be cheerful, 
prepared, encouraging, and pleasant.

Miss Weatherford says people in
vigorate her. “I enjoy watching other 
people succeed,” she says. She does not 
begrudge the loss of personal time and 
privacy that comes with the job of 
heading what may be the world’s largest 
women’s organization. She does not 
cringe when strangers recognize her, 
even in yellow running shoes, even when 
she is sleepy or working.

Her potential tenure as WMU’s ex
ecutive leader is one-third over. So far, 
she has reorganized and enlarged the 
staff, kept operations financially secure, 
opened a network of friendly com
munication criss-crossing Baptist life. 
She has appeared officially in 54 coun
tries abroad. She has helped reverse the 
decline in WMU enrollment. She has

FOR ALL OCCASIONS — Whether 
speaking to thousands or leading an in
formal Bible study as she does here, 
Carolyn Weatherford is always ready 
with a positive word and a sunny 
outlook.
hired more married women in profes
sional staff positions. She has insisted 
that the church organizations adapt to 
working mothers. She has nurtured the 
launch of a daring enlargement cam
paign designed to make personal contact 
with every Southern Baptist church that 
does not have organized missions educa
tions.

Expecting rapid growth, she is leading 
WMU’s national office to build a new 
facility equipped for all the technological 
and communications dreams of the next 
50 years.

“WMU’s best years are ahead,” she 
says. “WMU is primarily a way of ‘mis
sioning.’ We will keep on finding needs, 
innovating solutions, and showing others 
how to take over the work. We can be in
novative because we’re not going to be 
bureaucratic. We’re going to be mis
sionary, personal, and woman-led,”

Miss Weatherford is sensitive to the 
“deep hurt” felt by many women and 
girls in today’s churches. She wants 
more women appointed as missionaries, 
and she wants more emphasis on women 
at home and abroad as a mission 
strategy.

Carolyn Weatherford is not a complex 
woman. What you see — stamina, en
thusiasm, total commitment to missions, 
and WMU’s importance to missions - is 
all there is, except for an occasional 
romantic novel — and the neon yellow 
running shoes.

Brazil hosts congress 
on urban evangelism

RIO DE JANEIRO, Brazil - Baptist 
nationals and missionaries from 11 na
tions met in Rio de Janeiro, Brazil, 
recently to compare notes on reaching 
cities for Christ.

The Latin American Baptist Congress 
of Urban Evangelism and Missions, 
sponsored by the Evangelism Board of 
the Brazilian Baptist Convention, drew 
representatives from six Latin Ameri
can nations as well as Angola, South 
Africa, Portugal, Canada, and the 
United States.

Participants exchanged ideas on effec
tive evangelism in urban centers and ex
amined models of practi^|l ministry in a 
series of workshops.
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Rally to highlight
Pastors' Conference

WML/ meeting at SBC 
to add new features

NEW, ORLEANS <B?>- A “revival 
for pastors” and a preaching clinic are 
planned for the 1982 Southern Baptist 
Pastors’ Conference, June 13-14 at the 
Louisiana Superdome.

The Pastors’ Conference is one of 
► several meetings preliminary to the an

nual meeting of the Southern Baptist 
Convention, June 15-17, also in the Loui- 

| siana Superdome.
“I think this is our revival,” said Ed 

Young, pastor of Second Baptist Church 
I of Houston and Pastors’ Conference 

president. “We (pastors) give out so 
much; we need to be fed.”

The main event of the two-day con
ference will be an evangelistic rally Sun
day night in the Superdome, featuring 
Evangelist Billy Graham, entertainers 
Johnny and June Carter Cash, and 
members of the Graham team.

“We are hoping to have 80,000 people 
present ... the largest gathering of 
Southern Baptists in history,” Young 
said, adding that the emphasis will be an 
‘ ‘intensive effort in New Orleans to reach 
the city and to touch all of Louisiana for 
Christ.”

The rally will be coupled with a 
witnessing and visitation effort on Satur
day and Sunday afternoons preceding 
the rally.

The other groups which meet in advance 
of the SBC - the Woman’s Missionary 
Union, music, education, directors of 
missions - also will participate in the 
rally.

The rally, he added, was planned in 
response to a resolution passed during 
the 1981 annual meeting, which called for 
a massive evangelistic effort during the 
SBC in New Orleans.

Young added he hopes the rally and 
conference “will set the tone” for the 
SBC, and allow the meeting to “start on a 
note of what we are about as an evan
gelistic and missionary body, seeking to 
touch this world for Christ.”

The conference has a theme of 
“Preaching the Great Texts ... 
Preaching Great Truths, Building Great 
Churches.”

“I have tried to prepare a spiritual 
menu of Bible truths, Bible doctrines, 
and Bible principles, based on the great 
texts,” Young said. “I have assigned 
each of the preachers one of the great 
texts, and asked them to bring a 
25-minute expository sermon on it.

The “Great Texts” and their 
preachers include: “The Great Begin
ning,” by Barry Landrum, pastor of 
First Baptist Church of Bossier City, 
La. ; “The Great Commandment,” by 0. 
S. Hawkins, pastor of First Baptist 
Church of Fort Lauderdale, Fla.; “The 
Great Invitation,” by Charles T. Carter, 
pastor of Shades Crest Baptist Church of 
Birmingham, Ala.

“The Great Sermon,” by Adrian 
Rogers, a former SBC president and 
pastor of Bellevue Baptist Church, Mem
phis; “The Great Presence,” by James 
T. Draper, pastor of First Baptist 
Church of Euless, Tex.; “The Great 
Promise,” by William Tolar, dean of the 
school of theology at Southwestern Bap
tist Theological Seminary, Fort Worth, 
Tex.

“The Great Gift,” by Bob Werner of 
First Baptist Church of Ferguson in St. 
Louis, Mo.; “The Great Fellowship,” by 
Zig Zigler, a motivational specialist 
from Dallas; “The Great Confession,” 
by Tai Bonham, executive director of the 
State Convention of Baptists in Ohio.

“The Great Sacrifice,” by Franklin 

Paschall, former president of the SBC, 
and pastor of First Baptist Church, 
Nashville; “The Great Victory,” by Ron 
Dunn, evangelist and Bible conference 
teacher from Irving, Tex.; and “The 
Great Commission,” by Stephen Olford, 
an evangelist from Wheaton, Ill.

Music will be under the direction of 
Gary Moore, minister of music at Second 
Baptist Church in Houston, and will 
feature evangelistic singers Jeoff Ben- 
ward and Beverly Terrell from Houston; 
Martha Branham and Calvin Marsh of 
Dallas; Willa Dorsey and Cliff Barrows 
of the Billy Graham team; Mary Rome 
Foster of Columbia, S.C., and Dennis 
Agajanian of San Diego, Calif.

Other music will be presented by 
pianist Steve Lawson of Ruston, La. ; the 
choirs of Second Baptist Church and Cot
tage Hill Baptist Church of Mobile, Ala.; 
the Texas All-State Youth Choir, under 
direction of Lloyd Hawthorne, of Hardin- 
Simmons University in Abilene, and the 
Texas All-State Youth Band, under 
direction of Gregg Berry, of Wayland 
Baptist University in Plain view.

Southern Baptists 
win RPRC awards

INDIANAPOLIS (BP)- Southern 
Baptists won eight awards in the 
Religious Public Relations Council 
honors competition, including two grand 
prizes.

The Southern Baptist Sunday School 
Board won five awards and Dan Martin, 
news editor of Baptist Press, the 
denomination’s news service, won three.

The RPRC is a professional organiza
tion of public relations professionals 
from the nation’s religious denomina
tions, including Protestant, Catholic, and 
Jewish. Altogether, 55 awards were 
made during the DeRose/Hinkhouse 
Competition in the media areas of print, 
broadcast, writing, public relations cam
paign, cable, and audiovisual.

The Sunday School Board won the 
grand prize for an extensive entry by the 
board’s office of communications which 
highlighted the organization’s 90th an
niversary. Judges cited the effort for 
“great use of print advertising” and 
lauded it as an excellent job of identify
ing audiences and developing “very 
visually pleasing and very well designed 
materials.”

Martin won two first place awards as 
well as the grand prize in the writing 
category. The grand prize was awarded 
for a series of stories on events leading 
up to and following the 1981 annual 
meeting of the denomination. Judges 
cited the “straightforwardness and 
frankness” of the series.

The series won a first prize in news 
story/series. Martin also won top prize in 
feature series for his coverage of Miami 
which appeared in the 1982 Home Mis
sion Board publication, “Challenge of 
the Cities.”

The Sunday School Board office of 
communications won first prizes for 
folders and national public relations 
campaigns. Cited were Lloyd House
holder, director, Robert Ethridge, and 
David Haywood.

Don Fearheiley of the board won a first 
prize for his editorial, “Of Kites and 
God.”

W. Howard Bramlette won second 
place in national magazines for the July 
1981 issue of The Student, a publication of 
National Student Ministries of the BSSB.

NEW ORLEANS (BP)- “Witnessing 
Women” will be the theme of the 
Southern Baptist Woman’s Missionary 
Union in their national annual meeting in 
New Orleans, June 13-14.

The 1.1-million-member auxiliary to 
the Southern Baptist Convention will be 
meeting in its traditional slot preceding 
the convention, but the usual format will 
be embellished.

The traditional general mass meetings 
with dramatic features on world mis
sions will be held at 2:30 p.m., June 13, 
and on Monday morning, afternoon, and 
evening, June 14. New features include 
prayer groups, missions issues con
ferences, and banquets.

The new format for WMU’s meeting 
comes in the first term of Dorothy Elliott 
Sample’s presidency. Mrs. Sample, a 
psychologist and educator from Flint, 
Mich., will be eligible for re-election, as 
will Mrs. Betty Gilreath of Charlotte, 
N.C., national recording secretary.

The new features in WMU’s meeting 
include:

Hotel setting — All sessions, except a 
riverboat trip for teenagers, will be at 
the New Orleans Hilton, the first time 
WMU has taken its meeting outside an 
auditorium format.

Missions concerns conferences — 
Convention-goers can choose among con
ferences on 15 critical issues in Baptist 
missions, led by one or more authorities 
on each issue. Those in the conference 
will be asked to frame a resolution of 
concern for presentation to the general 
business session.

Missions prayer groups — Eleven 
prayer groups will be led by mis
sionaries and international guests.

Age-level focus activities — For the 
first time, WMU will be staging high- 
visibility gatherings for its younger 
members. Baptist Young Women 
(WMU’s organization for women ages 
18-29) will have a luncheon and a special 
program on Monday, and will be 
featured in the Monday morning general 
session. Acteens (WMU’s organization 
for girls in grades 7-12) will take a river 
cruise for dinner Monday afternoon, and

Black elected head
of SEBTS students

WAKE FOREST, N.C.(BP)- Ronald 
Bernard Wilkins of Winston-Salem. N.C., 
has become the first black elected stu
dent council president at any of the six 
Southern Baptist Convention seminaries. 
Wilkins, a second-year student working 
toward a master’s degree in religious 
education, won a run-off election at 
Southeastern Baptist. Theological 
Seminary.

“The race issue never came up (dur
ing the election),” Wilkins said. “I think 
it says something for the students,” he 
added. “They looked beyond what people 
look like.” He believes he was elected 
“because the students wanted some 
issues addressed, and I addressed 
them.”

In the campaign at the 1,400-student 
seminary, Wilkins called for more stu
dent preaching in chapel services, more 
academic dialogue outside the class
room, more involvement of the students 
in the seminary planning process, and 
better communications when someone is 
sick or during other emergencies.

Wilkins, physically impressive at 6 
feet 3 % inches and 280 pounds, is elated 
over the campus election, which he feels 
“says something about Southern Bap
tists.” 

will be featured in the Monday evening 
general session.

Child care — Nursery facilities and 
child care for those younger than 
seventh grade will be provided in the 
New Orleans Hilton. This service, an ad- 
juct of child care usually provided dur
ing the Southern Baptist Convention, is 
being extended to cover WMU’s meeting 
for the first time.

Women in Ministry — Women, profes
sionally employed in Southern Baptist 
ministries, will have a dinner meeting 
Sunday night, featuring a formal presen
tation by sociologist Sarah Frances 
Anders, of Louisiana College, Pineville, 
on the status of women in the SBC. Sara 
Ann Hobbs, director of missions in the 
Baptist State Convention of North 
Carolina, will lead a group activity to 
find out “What Women in Ministry 
Think.”

State meetings — State WMU 
organizations that make up the national 
WMU organization have usually had a 
low profile in the SBC-wide meeting. 
This time, however, 12 states will hold 
their own late-night meetings Sunday for 
business and social purposes. And 15 
state WMU presidents will preside in the 
missions concerns conferences.

Seminary focus — The six Southern 
Baptist seminaries will be hosting recep
tions for their women graduates and 
other guests in connection with WMU’s 
agenda.

Witnessing Women — The program 
theme brings 14 women to WMU’s 
general platform to give personal 
testimonies about their work in 
evangelism. The speakers include a 
business executive, a woman who 
started a church, an ethnic, a laywoman 
who engineered a massive refugee pro
gram, a volunteer missionary, and home 
and foreign missionaries. The designer 
of WMU’s training program for women 
in evangelism, Ophelia Humphrey of 
Amarillo, Tex., will present four mini- 
workshops on “Ways to Witness.”

To broaden the scope of the meeting, 
WMU has invited leaders of several 
international WMUs to appear on the 
program. Akiko Matsumura, former 
vice-president of the Baptist World 
Alliance and former president of the 
WMU of Japan, will teach Bible each 
general session. The president of WMU 
of Nigeria, Deborah Dahunsi, will be the 
finale speaker. Also, WMU officials of 
Korea and Japan will attend and be 
featured.

Music for the WMU meeting will be 
New Orleans style, with a Dixieland-type 
brass band, playing preludes and accom
panying singing. Faculty members from 
New Orleans Theological Seminary - 
Leroy Yarbrough and Gerald Aultman - 
will direct music and play piano, 
respectively. The VZ Singers of Moun
tain Brook Baptist Church, Birmingham, 
Ala., will present upbeat music and 
drama to begin and close each session. 
Their director, Randall Veazy, will be 
soloist.

WMU’s program will enable people to 
support and attend the mass evangelistic 
rally planned for Sunday evening in the 
Louisiana Superdome by the SBC 
Pastors’ Conference.

Mrs. Sample said the “Witnessing Wo
men” theme, although selected months 
before the rally plans were announced, 
will give support to the evangelistic 
emphasis. She said women who attend 
the WMU meeting will be given 
literature and guidance for witnessing in 
New Orleans.
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Tenng^cne------------------
REVIVALS...

Washington Avenue Baptist Church, 
Cookeville, was led in a recent revival by 
Athens Pastor Pete Mullins as the 
evangelist and Mark Gaw as music 
director. Sam Brooks, pastor of the 
church, reported one profession of faith.

Evangelist Joe Mobley, of London, 
Ky., led Fort Hill Baptist Church, Knox
ville, in revival March 21-27. The church 
recorded seven additions to the church, 
five of which were professions of faith, 
two commitments to Christian vocation, 
and 63 other decisions. Michael David 
Singleton is the pastor of the church.

Tunnel Hill Baptist Church, Rogers
ville, recorded eight additions by bap
tism, four additions by letter, and 19 
rededications during a recent revival. 
Jimmy Dockins was the evangelist; 
Harold Manis is the church’s pastor.

An April youth revival at Allons Bap
tist Church, Allons, resulted in several 
rededications. John Parrott, pastor of 
First Baptist Church, Byrdstown, was 
guest speaker for the services. The 
pastor at Allons is Terry Geren.

WORLD’S FAIR ACCOMMODATIONS 
Room for 2-10 persons, free continental 
breakfast. 50 miles from Fair, 1 mile 
from shuttle bus.

Call Mary Abels
615-354-3491 or 354-1531

CHURCH PEW CUSHIONS
Padded sects or reversible cushions. 

Foam filled, velvet or Herculcn. 
Coll measurements cc'lect for estimate: 

Mrs. J.T. Landrum, Owner
Telephone: (803) 277-1658 

CONSOLIDATED UPHOLSTERY 
2> Dolphin St., Greenville, S.C. 29605

To change or correct 
your address...

Attach in this space your address 
label from the front page of your 
latest copy of the Baptist and 
Reflector. Please print your new 
address in the space provided’ 
below — including your ZIP code.

When changing your address, 
please give two weeks' advance 
notice.

Please send this information in 
written form, to insure accuracy.

I All correspondence relating to your 
• subscription should be accompanied • 

by your address label from the Baptist ।
। and Reflector. If a label is not | 
। available, please write the 12-digit I 
I code from the top of your label here: I 
imi1 i i u rm !

। Address all requests to.
| Baptist and Reflector

Post Office Box 347 
Brentwood, TN 37027

• Name ■ 
FImm Print

| Address___________________________________  I

[ City-------------------------------------------------------------------- J

| State________________ Zip___________________  I
J---------------------------------- I

Revival services were held April 7-11 
at Southside Baptist Church, Lebanon. 
Leading the services were Jack Custer, 
evangelist, and David Daughtery, music 
director. Pastor Allen Buhler reported 
three professions of faith and 10 rededi
cations.

Jerry Glisson, pastor of Leawood Bap
tist Church in Memphis, and Mark Bran
son, minister of music at First Baptist 
Church in Halls, led Emmanuel Baptist 
Church of Humboldt in revival March 28 
through April 2. There were nine profes
sions of faith, four new members by let
ter, and several other commitments. 
Richard Holloman is the pastor at Em
manuel.

Recent revival services at Macks 
Grove Baptist Church, Dresden, resulted 
in 10 professions of faith and one new 
member by letter. The revival was led 
by Bill Williams, pastor of Mount Pelia 
Baptist Church in Martin, as the evan
gelist, and Ronnie Green as music direc
tor. The pastor at Macks Grove is James 
Green.

A. Wilson Parker, a retired director of 
missions, led West Fentress Baptist 
Church, Jamestown, in revival April 
11-17. Pastor Estus Humphrey reported 
several decisions.

First Baptist Church, Alexandria, 
reports two additions by baptism during 
a recent revival. Tom Madden, ex
ecutive secretary-treasurer of the Ten
nessee Baptist Convention, was the 
evangelist, and Danny Ferrell led the 
music. James Glisson is the pastor of the 
church.

World's Fair Rental
2-bedroom furnished apt. — sleeps 6.
2 miles from bus, 5 miles from Fair.

Phone — Carport — Kitchen with uten
sils, TV — A/C — Patio $90.83 night for 6.

Kent Settlemyer, P.O. Box 11093 
Knoxville, TN 37919

Phone 615-524-1106 or 966-4369

CHURCH FURNITURE
Pews, Pulpits, Altars, Communion Tables 

Free Brochures - Free Estimates 
Write R.G. Ketron Church Furniture

or 3401 Montlake Dr.
Call. Knoxville, TN 37920

Phone (615)577-8716

SURPLUS JEEPS $65, CARS $89,TRUCKS 
$100. Similar bargains available. Call for 
your directory on how to purchase. 
(602) 998-0575, Ext. 5214. Call refundable.

Surplus Information 
Scottsdale, Arizona 85251.

World’s Fair Rentals
Come, to World's Fair and stay at 

4411 Southern Avenue, Knoxville. 
Single $30, double $45. Will rent to 
group or individuals. 10 mins, to Fair 
on bus line. Near all conveniences.

B. J. Hodges, 615-588-5850.

CHURCHES...
Grace Baptist Church, Bethpage, 

dedicated its new educational building 
March 28. The 3,500-square-foot building 
contains completed classrooms for 
preschoolers and children; an unfinished 
second floor for offices and additional 
classrooms is expected to be completed 
by volunteer labor. Bledsoe Baptist 
Association Director of Missions J. C. 
Lewis delivered the dedication sermon. 
James W. Roland is the church’s pastor.

Ridgedale Baptist Church Chat
tanooga, dedicated its Christian Life 
Center March 28. The building includes a 
multi-purpose gymnasium and kitchen 
facilities. The pastor of the church is 
William E. Owens.

Bear Creek Baptist Church, Parsons, 
dedicated a new Sunday School annex 
April 4. Participating in the dedication 
service was Pastor Andy King, Wade 
Carver, and Wayne Vernon.

A new annex was dedicated April 11 by 
New Prospect Baptist Church, Morris 
Chapel. The annex will provide the 
church with nursery space and a 
fellowship hall. Bill Brown is the pastor 
of the church.

A March 21 note-burning service at 
Cross Creek Baptist Church, Indian 
Mound, marked the end of the church’s 
debt on its building and pastorium. Par
ticipating in the service were Delbert 
Homol, pastor of Gum Springs Baptist 
Church, Cunningham, and former pastor 
of Cross Creek; Cross Creek Pastor 
Emory O. Farmer; W. M. Tippit; and 
several deacons.

LEADERSHIP...
First Baptist Church, Bradford, 

recently called Randy Huddleston to 
come as minister of youth. Bradford is a 
Memphis native and a student at Union 
University, Jackson. The pastor of the 
church is Bill Northcott.

Gibson Baptist Church, Gibson, ac
cepted the recent resignation of its 
minister of music and youth, Allen 
Woodhouse. Randy P. Latch is the pastor 
of the church.

SEE THE GREAT PASSION PLAY 
(Moy-Oct.) GROUPS: STAY <S SAVE at 
KELLER S COUNTRY DORM RESORT.

Rt. I - Eureka Springs, Ark. 72632
Tickets, lodging, meals & recreation 
just $17 ea — Phone (501) 253-8418

World's Fair Rentals
Nice Trailers, completely furnished.

Only 5 miles from Fair.
Call or write for Information:

Bobby or Betty Gervln
607 Ozark Circle Knoxville, TN 37912 

Phone (615) 687-5126

CHURCH FURNITURE
Finest Construction 

Lowest Prices 
Free Estimates

Plain or Paddect
We Will Upholster 
Your Present Pews 

Reversible Pew Cushions

CISCO
615/359-3075 Lewisburg, TN 37091

Jerry Thompson has resigned as 
minister of music at Avondale Baptist 
Church, Humboldt. Jimmy Yarborough 
is the church’s pastor.

Lookout Valley Baptist Church, Chat
tanooga, recently called Norman Chase 
as interim minister of music. The pastor 
of the church is. Allen Johnston.

First Baptist Church, Smyrna, called 
Mike Anderson as minister of music and 
youth, a position he began April 28. 
W. D. Thomason is the pastor of the 
church.

F. M. Brown accepted a recent call 
from McPheeters Bend Baptist Church, 
Church Hill, to come as its interim 
pastor.

David Irby, chairman of the religion 
department of Union University in 
Jackson, is serving as interim pastor of 
Salem Baptist Church, Trenton.

PEOPLE...
Unity Baptist Church, Jamestown, or

dained Gary Crockett as a deacon March 
28. Crockett is the first deacon to be 
ordained by the church since its consti
tution in July 1981. Winburn Davis, 
Riverside Baptist Association director of 
missions, was guest speaker for the ser
vice. Bob Stoner is interim pastor at the 
church.

Ernest Stout was ordained as a deacon 
of Sink Valley Baptist Church, Butler, 
during a March 28 service. R. L. Poole is 
the pastor of the church.

Niles Ferry Baptist Church, Green
back, ordained David Beeler to the 
ministry April 11. Beeler was recently 
called as pastor of Willow Baptist 
Church, Brooksville, Ky. Steve Hodges is 
the pastor of Niles Ferry.

Tim Adams was ordained into the 
ministry by First Baptist Church, 
Cookeville. Adams has accepted a call 
from a Southern Baptist mission in Cin
cinnati, Ohio. Gerald Stow is the pastor 
of the Cookeville church.

An April 16 reception at Bellevue Bap
tist Church, Memphis, honored Mr. and 
Mrs. Orelle Ledbetter on the occasion of 
their 50th wedding anniversary. The cou
ple are members of the church, where 
Adrian Rogers is pastor.

First Baptist Church, Smyrna, or
dained Jim Ferrell into its deacon 
ministry April 4. The church’s pastor is 
W. D. Thomason.

Stock Creek Baptist Church, Knox
ville, recently licensed Exter Hardy to 
the ministry. The pastor of the church is 
Bob Ward.

Write for froO 
BROCHURE BAPTISMAL 

POOLS

FIBERGLASS 
CHURCH PRODUCTS 
(615) 875-0679

3511 HIXSON PIKE. CHATTANOOGA. TN 37415

WORLD S FAIR-KNOXVILLE
$50.00 per night • up

"Beat the inflated housing prices" 
Groups up to 70 — families, individual 
accommodations. Special group rates 
— offering 1 -4 bedroom houses in nice 
quiet areas, shuttle service, restau
rants. Visa-Mastercard accepted.
For info, and reservation write: Oliver 
Maples Realty, 7101 Asheville Hwy., 
Knoxville, TN 37914 ar call 615-524-8244.
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One response to the passing years

GIVE
The Annuity Board offers 5 unique 
ways we serve you.
1. We’re Southern Baptist: We are 
you. In Christian fellowship and faith. 
We work for you and your church. We 
support you in your ministry for our 
Lord.
2. We’re a financial resource: We 
have the expertise and the plans to 
enable you to prepare for tomorrow 
through the use of sound retirement and 
insurance programs.
3. We’re good stewards: It’s His 
financial resources for your lifetime. We 
manage the funds we hold in trust with 
Christian concern. We take the 
protection of your future seriously.

4. We’re responsive:... to your likes 
and dislikes. We want to meet your 
needs. We want to provide programs 
needed to meet the demands of our 
changing economy. To do this, we have 
established a Voluntary Annuity Plan 
that allows voluntary, tax-deductible 
retirement contributions. We are offering 
a Short Term Fund that consists of 
investments in short-term money 
market instruments. We start by helping 
free you of future financial worry. So, 
you see, we are your captive audience.
5. We’re committed: We’re 
committed to providing you life, 
disability and medical insurance plans 
that will protect you and your loved 
ones adequately. We’re committed to 

offering you a retirement program with 
financial security that will enable you to 
continue to serve the Lord in retirement.
Five ways we try to help you plan for 
your future.
For more information...
Contact your state annuity secretary or call 
TOLL FREE: 1-800-527-9003 or 
1-800-527-9010
TEXAS RESIDENTS CALL: 1-800-442-7053

Annuity Board of the 
Southern Baptist Convention

511 North Akard Building 
Dallas, TX 75201
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BIBLE BOOK SERIES
Lesson for May 9

David, the victorious king
By Dennis R. Plank, pastor 

First Baptist Church, Madison
Basic Passage: 2 Samuel 8:1 to 9:13 (1 Chronicles 18:1-17)
Focal Passages: 2 Samuel 8:1-3, 6, 13-15; 9:1, 7, 9, 13)
David and his army defeated the 

Philistines and the Moabites. Earlier the 
Moabites were the king’s friends and 
David had entrusted his parents to them 
for protection (1 Samuel 22:3-4). Jewish 
tradition informs us the Moabites had 
killed them.

King David divided the Moabites into 
three sections by 
means of a string.
Then, as they lay on 
the ground, he or
dered that two-thirds 
of these people be 
executed.
Hadadezer was 

king of Zobah. a ■ 
small state near 
Damascus. He had f 
provoked David by Plank
fighting with the Ammonites against 
Israel. As a result, David fought these 
people and captured enough horses to 
serve his own purposes.

In defeating the people of Zobah, 
David also conquered the Syrians who 
were drawn into the battle. The 
Israelites took much of the Syrians’ 
material goods. Garrisons, or military 
posts, were placed in Syria, from which 
David collected tribute from the con
quered people.

Later the people of Israel also won a 
victory over the Edomites. God was 
blessing David and the people, and the 
kingdom was characterized by justice 
and mercy.

Chapter 9 relates the fairness of David 
toward Mephibosheth, the son of 
Jonathan and grandson of Saul. At the 
age of five, the boy had been crippled. 
For years he had lived in Lodebar in the 
house of Machir. David had Mephibo
sheth brought to Jerusalem and in
structed Ziba, a servant of Saul’s family, 
to be his steward. Mephibosheth was

LITTLE GIANT
FIBERGLASS BAPTISTRIES

STEEPLES—CROSSES 
^g>WATER HEATERS 

Z-TOTOUFffggX 
1-800-231-6035 >

LITTLE GIANT MANUFACTURING CO., INC. 
Dept. 27/Box 518/Oringe, Texas 77630 

IN TEXAS: (713) 883-4246

EARN 12% to 15%
INTEREST

WITH 
FIRST MORTGAGE CHURCH BONDS 

Update and diversify 
your portfolio

Coupon or compound interest 
bonds available

For information write or call:
J. B.HESTER

Security Church Finance, Inc 
5629 F.M. 1960 West, Suite 201 

Houston, Texas 77069

Call Toll Free: 1-800-231-0373

Twenty years of experience 
Twenty years of service

SflX

granted the honor of eating at David’s 
table and being the recipient of all the in
comes from Saul’s house.

In this Scripture we not only see the 
Lord at work blessing Israel and the 
king, but several other items should be 
noted concerning Mephibosheth and 
David.

Mephibosheth was born of a rejected 
family and lived in Lodebar, which 
means “no pasture.” This pictures the 
estate of every person outside the family 
of God. As Mephibosheth was unable to 
walk, so the unregenerate people cannot, 
in their own power, walk in the ways of 
God. Without the help of the king, 
Mephibosheth would have been doomed 
to a meaningless and lonely existence. 
Without the intervention of God’s grace, 
all persons are hopelessly and eternally 
separated from God’s love (Ephesians 
2:5-10). Mephibosheth’s life is represen
tative of the sinner who has yet to ex
perience Christ’s redemptive love.

David graciously made the initiative in 
restoring the lame prince to a place of 
honor. The Lord initiates the love in the 
heart of every believer (1 John 4:19). 
Kindly and personally, David invited 
Mephibosheth to dwell where the king 
dwelt. Jesus calls us personally to eter
nal life and it is a call of true love. David 
made Mephibosheth to be part of his 
family and not merely a servant of it. 
Note the position of the Christian in 
God’s family recorded in 1 John 3:1-2 and 
John 1:11-13.

As David spoke peace to this crippled 
youth, so God lovingly addresses all who 
trust Him (Romans 8:1). King David 
provided the needs of Mephibosheth and 
prevented harm from coming to him. In 
Romans 8:35-39, Paul expressed the 
vastness of God’s love to all who trust 
Jesus.

Philippians 4:19 expresses the certain
ty that as a participant in God’s kingdom 
every personal need will be supplied.

WORLD’S FAIR VISITORS
Three bedroom house for rent on 
Douglas Lake. Convenient to World's Fair 
and Smoky Mountains. Fully furnished.

Jimmy Wolfenbarger 
615-637-8532

WOLFE BROS. & CO.
A PINEY FLATS, TENN,

fry Manufacturers of DISTINCTIVE

/-■CHURCH FURNITURE

If your church is planning to build, 
remodel, refinance or needs money 
for any purpose, I would welcome 
the opportunity of serving you, Feel 
free to contact me at any time for 
information and counsel, without 
obligation, for any of your financing 
needs.

Roy M Cotton 
President

AMERICAN SECURITY 
CHURCH FINANCE, INC.

P. O. Box 9555 
Birmingham, Alabama 35215

CALL TOLL FREE 1-800-633-8436

UNIFORM LESSON SERIES
Lesson for May 9

A vision of worship
By Robert O. Byrd, professor of religion 

Belmont College, Nashville
Basic Passage: Revelation 4:1 to 5:14 
Focal Passage: Revelation 5:1-10

Chapters four and five of Revelation 
need to be studied together because the 
fourth chapter introduces many ideas 
which recur in the fifth. Chapters two 
and three provide the larger background 
for our lesson passages.

The letters to the seven churches 
describe the churches as troubled. They 
had to contend with opposition and 
persecution from the outside (2:3, 9,13). 
In addition, they had to confront the in
ternal factors of weakness (3:2, 8) and 
wickedness (2:20-24).

The majestic power of God
This vision shows the strength 

available to the struggling church - the 
power of God Himself. The open door 
(4:1) permitted 
John to view the * 
reassuring sight of 
God seated on His 
heavenly throne. 
There was no at
tempt made here to 
depict God in human J | Hi 

Byrd

terms. The images ] 
used are an asser
tion of an over
whelming presence.
The authority of God is clear.

God is observed at the center of the 
heavenly scene. No matter what great 
troubles might develop, God’s people can 
rest assured that He has abandoned 
neither His position at the center of 
things nor His care for His followers. The 
open door not only allowed John to look 
in, but created the impression of the 
availability to the church of the strength 
of the one enthroned in heaven. The way 
to God was open.

Around the throne were arrayed two 
groups of beings. The 24 elders 
represented the glorified saints of all 
ages (see 1 Chronicles 24:1-19; 1 Peter 
2:9). The “four living creatures” have 
been explained in many ways. They are 
perhaps references to all creation in an 
appropriate relation to God. One thing 
shared by both groups of these beings is 
their worship and praise of the majesty 
of God whom they acclaimed as “...
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Lord God Almighty” (4:8).
The worthy presence of the Lion Lamb

Among other things, chapter five 
declares the unmistakable oneness be
tween the Father and the Son. This is ac
complished in two ways. The elders and 
the creatures give worship and praise 
both to the omnipotent majestic God and 
the suffering victorious Lamb. In addi
tion, the Lamb was positioned at the 
center of the scene in the area of God’s 
presence. Jesus Christ (the Lamb) ex
hibits God’s redemptive power at work 
in relation to His creation.

John saw a sealed scroll upon the right 
hand of “Him who was seated on the 
throne” (5:1). Usually scrolls were in
scribed on only one side. The writing on 
both sides suggested a complete mes
sage. The seven seals indicated a total 
sealing of it.

The words of the scroll are not in
tended to remain unknown. However, the 
contents were not available to human 
disclosure. John so desired to know the 
meaning of the scroll that he wept. God 
makes His message available and under
standable.

One of the elders comforted John by 
calling his attention to the conquering 
“Lion of the tribe of Judah” (5:5). The 
victory had already been won by Christ. 
John saw a “Lamb standing, as though it 
had been slain” (5:6). The lamb was a 
well-known symbol related to sacrifice. 
In His earthly ministry, Jesus followed a 
pathway of conquest by self-giving and 
sacrifice (see Isaiah 42:1-4; 53:1-12). The 
living Lord, the Lion of Judah, and the 
Lamb are all references to the Christ 
who suffered even death for the redemp
tion of humanity.

The Lamb in the midst of the heavenly 
scene was recognized as worthy to open 
the scroll and reveal to God’s troubled 
people the full measure of God’s Word. 
Their God has not abdicated His place; 
nor has He forsaken His church. Their 
new song of adoration was joined and ex
panded by multitudes. Worthy is the 
Lamb who conquered by loving, self
giving. To the One on the throne and the 
Lamb “blessing and honor and glory and 
might for ever and ever” (5:13).

* ‘Special group rates available* *
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LIFE AND WORK SERIES
Lesson for May 9

Steadfast devotion
By Lairy M. Taylor, pastor 

First Baptist Church, Jefferson City

Brentwood to use church edition

Basic Passage: Deuteronomy 6:1-25 
Focal'Passages: Deuteronomy 6:4-9, 14-15, 20-25

It would be almost impossible to exag
gerate the importance of the sixth 
chapter of Deuteronomy to the Old 
Testament. The entire chapter is a ser
mon on the First Commandment. It
deals with the oneness of God, as con
trasted with the diffusion of gods 
elsewhere in the ancient world.

Verses 4-9 are 
called the “Shema,” 
from the Hebrew of 
the first word in 
verse 4, “Hear.” To 
the Jewish people 
these verses were 
the primary confes
sion of their faith. 
Jewish children 
were taught these
verses from their Taylor 
infancy. They were as familiar as John 
3:16 is to us. These words were recited
twice daily. When Jesus was asked to 
summarize the law into a few brief 
words He quoted verse 5, along with the 
law of neighborly love in Leviticus 19:18. 
The effect of this passage is to turn the 
first two commandments from a nega
tive to a positive form.

The wording in verse 4 is abrupt. It con
sists of four Hebrew words: “Yahweh, 
our God, Yahweh, one.” This brief 
sentence is the cornerstone of Jewish
and Christian theology of God. It ex
plains why the Jews have such difficulty 
with the Christian concept of trinity. The 
oneness of God is foundational to Old 
Testament faith. It stood against the 
“many” forms of gods among the 
peoples surrounding the Hebrews.

It is this one God, Yahweh, whom the 
people of Israel are to love. Love is not 
the best known response to God in the 
Old Testament. The term “love” in rela
tion to God is drawn from the vocabulary 
of family life. Except for its rare use in 
places like Exodus 20:6, it was not com
monly used in relation to God until 
Hosea. Even Hosea, who spoke of God’s 
love for Israel, never spoke of Israel’s 
love for God.

Love for God, however, is a character
istic thought in Deuteronomy. As such, 
love is closely related to fear and loyalty. 
It is a love that can be commanded, as 
when a loyal vassal is expected to love 
his lord. The language here is often found 
in ancient suzerainty treaties.

The love commanded by God is total 
love (v. 5). “Heart” was the Hebrew 
term for mind and will. Today we would 
use the term “mind” or “head” to 
denote what the Hebrews meant by 
“heart.” “Soul” in this verse is not what 
the Greeks meant by that term. It refers 
to the vitality or life of the human being 
which apparently dies when the body 
dies. Together “heart” and “soul” refer 
to one’s total being.

The Hebrews were to teach these com-
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tle, Knoxville and Smokies. Sleeps 4, 
cooking facilities $50 per couple, $8 
each additional guest. Write J. 0. Ott, 

I Rt. 16, Knoxville, TN 37920.
Phone 615-573-4910_________  

mandments to their children in every 
available moment (vv. 6-9). These things 
were not to be reserved for special 
“religious” occasions. The love of God 
was to be the central interest in their 
lives. It should be taught at home, in 
work, spontaneously and naturally, as 
life’s major concern. Orthodox Jews took 
verses 8-9 literally, actually wearing 
these verses in little boxes on their wrists 
and foreheads.

The climax to this passage (Deuter
onomy 6) is reached in verses 14-15. The 
people are to remember that God is one, 
so they will not be tempted to go after 
one of the many forms of gods they would 
encounter in Canaan. Exclusive loyalty 
to Yahweh was at the center of the cove
nant between God and Israel. The people 
are reminded not to take their cue for 
worship from the surrounding culture, 
but rather from the oneness of the cove
nant God.

God’s jealousy and wrath (v. 15) are 
aspects of His leadership as well as mer
cy and grace. His jealousy for Israel is 
for her own good. Hence. God’s jealousy 
is ultimately for the sake of grace. God 
always wills what is best for His people.

A question and answer shape the final 
paragraph in the chapter (vv. 20-25). A 
future time is imagined when children 
ask their parents the meaning of God’s 
commandments and statutes. The 
answer to these youthful inquiries is to 
be a recital of the old story of God’s great 
acts in redeeming Israel (vv. 21-23).

By delivering Israel from bondage God 
assumed the full right to do with this peo
ple what He wished. What God wished 
for His people was to make them a 
beacon to the nations, a nation of priests.

His law was a gift of grace to teach 
Israel hdW life is best lived and enjoyed 
in this world. Far from being a penalty to 
be borne, the law was for Israel’s best in
terests. It results in righteousness 
(v. 26), a term rich in meaning in the Old 
Testament. Sometimes it means the 
same as salvation. Other times it refers 
to that condition which enables one to 
enter the presence of God in the Temple.
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of 'Baptist and Reflector'
Brentwood Baptist Church, Brent

wood, will begin using a church edition of 
the Baptist and Reflector in June, ac
cording to a vote of the congregation.

Beginning with the June 2 issue of the 
Baptist and Reflector, the church’s news 
will be printed on the back page of the 
state paper, replacing the Brentwood 
“Midweek Messenger.”

Brentwood Baptist Church will 
become the 11th Tennessee church to use 
a special church edition, according to Al 
Shackleford, editor of the Baptist and 
Reflector. “This service makes it possi
ble for church members to receive their 
church news and announcements along 
with the Tennessee Baptist state paper in 
their homes each week,” he noted.

Other Tennessee churches who use 
church editions of the Baptist and 
Reflector are First Baptist Church, 
Greeneville; Knoxville’s Central Baptist 
Church of Bearden; First Baptist 
Church, Nashville; Woodmont Baptist 
Church, Nashville; and six Memphis 
churches: Audubon Park Baptist 
Church, Leawood Baptist Church, Sec
ond Baptist Church, Southland Baptist 
Church, Temple Baptist Church, and 
Union Avenue Baptist Church.

“Because of the rising costs of print
ing, addressing, and mailing a church’s

World's Fair Accommodations
Rent my luxury houseboat, country 

cottage, or 24-foot camper, all with 
cooking facilities. Halfway between 
World's Fair and Smokies. Contact: 
Dr. David Berry, 5101 Chapman, Knox
ville, TN 37920 Phone (615) 573-6146
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TENNESSEE BAPTIST CHILDREN'S HOMES, INC. 
Evans B. Bowen, Executive Director-Treasurer
P. O. Box 347, Brentwood, Tennessee 37027

weekly newsletter, a church can use a 
special edition of the Baptist and Reflec
tor at possibly less cost than providing 
their own publication,” Shackleford 
said. The editor added that the Baptist 
and Reflector is in a position to provide 
this service for other churches, either by 
setting the type and doing the layout or 
reproducing a church’s “camera ready” 
page.

Information concerning cost of church 
editions is available from the Baptist and 
Reflector office.

World's Fair Rentals
Houses, fully furnished 5 miles 

from Fair. Sleeps 4-6 persons per 
house, $80-110 per night. Reserva
tions required. Ralph W. Matlock 

615-584-5876 after 6 p.m.
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City — home of Carson-Newman College 
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within one block, daily maid service, bus 
transportation to and from Fair 3 times 
daily.
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Wind cannot blow away 
small African church

By Robert O’Brien
KAMEYA, Rwanda(BP)- Wind races 

up and down Rwanda’s steep slopes and 
whistles through the hand-hewn poles in 
the unfinished walls of a strugging little 
church in remote Kameya.

It lifts hymns from members’ lips, 
mixes them with the “thump-thump- 
thump” of the accompanying drum, and 
sends them singing through the hills. But 
the wind has not fulfilled a prediction 
that it would blow the church away.

“They came with the wind, and they 
will go with the wind,” scoffed a local 
Catholic priest nearly two years ago, 
after 30 Baptists, meeting under a tree 
with Southern Baptist Missionary Earl 
Martin and Rwandan Pastor Eliakim 
Gituru, agreed to start a congregation.

The congregation soon affiliated with 
the Union of Baptist Churches of Rwanda 
as an “out-school” - similar to a mis
sion school — of the Kigali Baptist 
Church, about 100 miles away in Kigali, 
the nation’s capital.

Drawn to Kameya by a free tract of 
land and a cow offered in a government 
resettlement plan, Baptists have toiled 
daily on farms which flow dowii into the 
green valleys and up again on the other 
side.

As they worked among new friends 
and neighbors, the new church started 
vigorously - at first - under the leader
ship of a salaried evangelist sent by the 
Baptist Union after Martin, fellow Mis
sionary Stan Lee, and Gituru helped 
them get started.

After three months they baptized 85 
new converts, but financial support did 
not grow. “We thought something was 
fishy, but we couldn’t find out what,” 
said Martin, a 25-year veteran of African 
missions who transferred to Rwanda in 
1977.

Then they learned the truth. The 
Rwandan evangelist had not reported 
contributions and had misused them. 
The Rwandan union - under which 
Southern Baptist work in a unique 
cooperative relationship with Danish 
Baptist missionaries and Rwandans - 
dismissed him. “But it was a blow,” 
declared Martin.

Attendance dropped. Members had 
done nothing about a church building. 
Martin began a twice monthly trek from 
Kigali to work with the discouraged con
gregation. Maybe, he thought, the 
priest’s prediction would come true.

But a faithful nucleus refused to yield. 
Instead of asking for another evangelist 
from the union, they tried an experi
ment. They picked a leader from their 

little flock in a hymn, accompanying them on a drum. Missionary Earl Martin (far 
right, back row) joins the congregation in worship.

own number. Martin agreed to train him.
The new leader, Teresfor Nginze, 

preached, taught, visited, and led Bible 
study, while struggling with his farm 
work. Although acutely aware of their 
poverty, the people increased their con
tributions to 900 francs (about $10 US) 
nearly every month, fairly good by their 
standards.

Martin hopes developments at the 
church will show Baptists all over Rwan
da that congregations which rely on 
themselves develop into stronger 
churches than those which rely too much 
on personnel and financial support from 
outside sources.

Baptists in the union, with their vary
ing cultural perspectives, differ at that 
point. “It will continue as an issue to 
resolve,” said Martin, who was faced 
with the discussion again during a visit 
to Kameya last January.

The people came in from the fields to 
worship and sing when he arrived. But 
after Nginze preached from John 14:11, 
he and his people - discouraged again - 
turned the session into an animated 
business meeting.

They asked not only for the union to 
send another salaried evangelist but for 
it to construct a church building, a 
school, and a medical center. Martin pa
tiently and firmly resisted while en
couraging them to persevere.

He feels that if they free themselves of 
the idea they are too poor, they can make 
it without over-dependence on outside 
resources. So far he has been right. Soon 
after Nginze took over, the church bap
tized 35 more converts and began con
struction of the building which still 
stands unfinished on the windy hill.

While waiting, they have grown and 
experienced true worship within the 
skeletal, wind-pierced walls - singing, 
praying, studying the Bible, and hearing 
Nginze preach as they sit on logs and 
grass mats arranged on a dirt floor.

Martin and Silas Ruhamya, pastor of 
the sponsoring Kigali Baptist Church, 
discovered on the January visit that 
another 18 converts awaited baptism, 
but trouble brewed again. Contributions 
had decreased, and a faction - led by a 
vocal opponent of Nginze - had stirred 
up strife. Nginze was tired, discouraged, 
and ready to quit.

Ruhamya had come to baptize, but 
stayed to counsel. All the problems did 
not evaporate, but determination and 
common sense prevailed once again.

Martin made his own prediction before 
leaving Rwanda in February on a fur
lough which precedes his acceptance of a

horizon on the road to Kameya, Rwanda. Beyond the hill lies a struggling little Bap
tist congregation. He is carrying roofing material for the church he helped start.

full professorship in missions and world 
religions at Southwestern Baptist 
Theological Seminary, Fort Worth, Tex.

“That church - and its leader - have 
a tenacity and spiritual commitment 
which will stand the test of any wind if 
they persevere,” he said.

Baptists build center 
for training'refugees

MORONG, Philippines - A new Bap
tist vocational training center was 
dedicated recently at the two-year-old 
Philippine Refugee Processing Center at 
Morong, Bataan, Philippines.

Major General Gaudencio Tobias, 
refugee center commander, praised 
Southern Baptists for their leadership in 
vocational training at the center, which 
houses 17,000 Southeast Asian refugees.

Southern Baptist missionaries and 
volunteers teach English, construction 
and repair techniques, carpentry, elec
tricity, plumbing, automotive repair, 
and refrigeration. They also teach Bible 
classes and lead worship services.

Volunteer Al Ingram of New Mexico 
directs the Baptist program.

Foreign-born woman 
to lead Ohio WMU

DAYTON, Ohio(BP)- Women in the 
State Convention of Baptists in Ohio have 
elected Akiko Wolford as president of the 
state Woman’s Missionary Union.

Mrs. Wolford, a Japanese woman who 
married an American GI after World 
War II, is believed to be the first foreign- 
born president of a WMU organization.

She became a Christian when women 
of First Baptist Church, Waynesville, 
Mo., visited her when she and her hus
band, Jim, were stationed at Fort 
Leonard Wood.

The church at Kameya struggles on, 
beset with growing pains but rapidly 
gaining a reputation as “the church the 
wind cannot blow away.”

Foundation

His skills are gone
By Jonas L. Stewart

I recently viewed a brick and steel 
vault in which a beloved country doctor 
and his wife were buried many years 
ago.

Still visible are signs where the vault 
was repaired after vandals had broken 
into it. Those who viewed the interior at 
that time report that the doctor’s in
struments were there and still unused. 
His body was decaying and his useful
ness to people had been sealed into the 
vault. Other people now occupy his home 
and farm his land.

It is reported that he was a great doc
tor and wanted everything in his life to 
count for the people to whom he 
ministered. How unfortunate that no one 
had provided for his continued service 
through the Tennessee Baptist Founda
tion where he could have left his estate in 
trust, the income from which could help 
educate young doctors to take his place. 
The instruments in his tomb will never 
be used. His great skill and e’ven his 
name will soon be forgotten.

Your Tennessee Baptist Foundation acts 
as trustee for funds left intrust by many 
people who foresaw the finality of death 
without a plan. These funds are recorded 
in their names and will forever remain 
as a testimony to their faith.

We gladly go anywhere in Tennessee to 
discuss the possibility of continuing a 
Christian witness and preserving an 
estate for posterity. Write the Tennessee 
Baptist Foundation. P.O. Box 347, Brent
wood. TN 37027.


